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cant value, if it were in any way associated with the de-
parted, was burned to erase the last trace of a sad memory.
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. The, story of "The Comanche Rider," with its intro- .
- duction, is taken from Skinnerts hs and Legends of
~ Our Own Land, Vol. II, pp. 230-231, 'S“my'ﬁﬁw -
legend relates a burial near Fort Sill.

- The ways. of disposing of the Indian are many. .In ..
some- places ground sepulture is cammon; in .others, the .corpses
‘“‘e placed .in trees. . South Americans mumified their: dead,
&ﬂd ‘cremation was not ‘pknown. -Enemies gave ho .thought to
thase that they had slain, after plucking off their scalpa -
as ‘trophiesy though they sometimes: added the indignity kéf: £
mitilation dn BEILENGS v .nS o6 Netve g e oer SLe

- Sachem's Head, mear Guilford, Conneoticut, is.so '
named. begause Incas. cut a Pequotts head off and: placed 4t in -
the crotch of an oak that grew there. It nemained'_witﬁering-
for: years, It was to. save the -body of Polan from such a fate,
gfmﬁr e fight.:on Sebago Lake in 2766, that- his:brothexrs: v
pz‘l.md At under the Toot -of 8 sturdy young beech that they:
had.pried .out:.of the ground.:: He was:daid din the hollowdn:
his ‘warsdress, with silver -eross on:-his breast z_—and_:;;bpw;:and:

_ arrowa in his ‘hand; then, the weight ‘on the trunk ‘being re= - -

leaged, the sapling -sprang back 4o i%s place and -afterwapd.:
i 259
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rose to a commanding height, fitly marking the Indian's
tomb., Chief Blackbird, of the Omahas, was buried, in ac-
cordance with his wish; on the summit of a bluff near the
upper Missouri, on the back of his favorite horse, m:l.y
equipped for travel, with the s¢alps that he had taken hung
in the bridle. :

.When a Comanche dies he is buried on the westemi
side of the camp, that his soul may follow the setting sun
in'i;a the spirit world the speedier. His bow, arrew‘s, and
valuables are interred with him, and his best pony is killedi
at the grave that he may appear among his fellows in the
happy ,_1_1}1111_'._1113_ grounds mounted and equipped. An old Gemnche
who died neér- Fort S111 was without relatives and poor, so
his tribe thought that any kind of a horse would do ror‘lim
to range upon the fields of paradise. They killed a spavined
old plug and left him. Two weeks from that time the late un-
lamented galloped into camp of the Wiechitas on the baek:' er a
lop-eared ’ bob-tailed, sheep-necked, ring-boned horse, wi‘bh

:ribs 1like a grate, and said he wanted dimmer. Ha_yr;ag_ gggured

a p__iqee‘ of meat, formally presented to him on the end of a
lodge-pole, he offered himself to the view of his own peapie_,
alarming t,'hem'by- his glaring eyes and sunken cheeks,and told

them that he had came back to haunt them for a stingy, incon-

D

'siderate lot hec&usa the gate-keeper of heaven haél refused
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to admit him on so ill-conditioned a mount. The camp breke
‘up in dismay. Wichitas and Comanches journeyed, en masse,
to Fort Sill for protectien, a.nd since then they have sacri-
ficed the best horses in their possession when an unfriended
ome journeyed $o the spirit world. . "
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There -are many legends:of ‘buried treasure, more,
pérhaps, eamong the whites:than smong the Indians.

gamaz related the following aceount. in:-June,
19&9, Mr, and:Mrs. A. C. Birdsong now live in the
Quanah Parker home at the foot of the mountain that

figures in the story. Mrs. Birdsong is thﬂ uall-
educated daughter of the-late ehiefi - : iy
Hany have searohed‘rar.buriad treaaure 1n tha Wiahita
Hbuntains. Onca a man who elaimsd to kRGW‘the clue to one .
spot ef buried troasure on a mgggtain ju;t north cf the Qua-.
nah Parker homa, mss,stea o gt be a.l].owed to pitoh his

.1“'\_..‘

tent at the foot of the muntain. . |

| Qne morning, a rsw daya later, the man and tha tent ”
were gone. Searching ths aountain aidé, Indians found a uboden
oross marking the spot ‘whoere he had dmg for treasure. A cast
iron pot, ahowing yaars of burial stood empty beside the ex-

cavation.
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THE SUN DANCE:EPISODE

‘Herman Asenap furnished the -information in
July,; 1940, fer ‘the foll: :--inﬂidenﬁiuhigh 9CH: =y
6urredfn_egr t!'ori: sm quotovt; tranalateé.s,

One evening two brothers with their many guests were
having a Sun Dance negr Fort:8ilil.. Such eceremonies had been
forbidden by gcmalrmeat‘ fei'.f{i'éli;la aine.e the surrender of the
Comanche. When éfﬁctrareame m stqp the progress of the

dance, the Indians refaaeﬂ, t§ *o’be; their ‘commands -and many
were shot down i.n the Btruggle : ; 'l‘he bodies were thrown in

a wegon to be taken away and ‘edared for. One of the brothers,
Potsoquotovt, w“he was ’eaken to t.he ‘hospital at Fort 8ill,
recovered and: li'red aboﬁt ferfg;y yeaars longer as an outstand-

ing leader of his tribe. .




The:following lines, poetie in their fashion; are
original with e young-Comanche;ldd." =Nethaniel: Wooma-
vovah: wrote: the-lines in the spring of: 1959. 'I'he ®thun-
der &tiek“ in the Beeond 'pgem i—s* d;he ) SR e D

The @no Thing

- I speak your tongue, Pale I‘aee,
I sing your songs; 1o

g Ipmtnymeodaﬁamy%d,
I'let you:feéd on my coray
I give-~and agk nothing;
You return and take my 1and
The One:Thingithat:you:ghall net ha.ve
Is the Ind.ian 1nmy heart. RS

g 1 Sl
Whene?

Where is my arrow?

Where is my flute? -

Give:me chaok my: armw, -t
Gf"@ me: haﬂk m‘ flute.

mte m*mmm a: thm&e: stiek,

Gave -me e fiyte with- ‘mAany ‘gounds ;o
But:my -heart. ds withmy ast:v::.-cwSE
Hymm; 18 withvmy._zﬁaw‘ 7o

Listen 1;@ “&he '&;m—ebm; Y A4
I.iatan ‘someonetls ¢4llding, - TIOiv
; {a not: the- teun-f&om:s, _ o
t e the thunder, .
§° ‘onetg edllingyt v auent 1ot

t's the ory of tri he
“IT IS FINISHED.™ e
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The following poem dedicated to the: memary of
his grandmother:-was writtem by White Parker,
Indian minister-and:son:of Quaneh:Parker: It is
given as it: -appeared.in: Thewfie:wbon gonatitntien,
June 11, 1956, Lmon; eﬁ'a’hama

3

Tﬁé.ééﬂﬁnéﬁéé ;éﬁ@ fidiﬁgﬂone day;
They eaptured poor little«Cynthia Ann
They aarriea her rar amy..

._i

Oh, freedom is sweel on the prairiet

When she was grown, she married the chief--
The Wanderer loved to roam;

At last the troopers rescued her--

They sent her home.

Oh, freedom 13 sweet on the prairie!

Come Spring, she sat in her brother's house;
Her thoughts were faraway.

"My people are making new lodges now

‘On the prairie,” she would say.

Come Summer, she sat at her brotherts door,
Lonely enough to ecry,

"My paople are rununing buffalos now _
On"the prairie,” she would sigh, =~ - 7 is#:
Come Autumn, she sat in her brother s yard,
Sedly she would chafe:

"My people are on the war-path now

Oh; Quanah, my son, are you safe?"

Come Winter, she stood at her brother's gate-
The snow fell fast above.

"Nocona, my husband, you're needing things
I'd mak.e to show m;y great lovel®
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"Oh, Nocona, my husband, the Wanderer,
My brother is good to me!

But I long to be out on the plains with you--

In our lodge on the wide prairie(n
"My lips are still on your lips,
Though you-are far away; _

I cannot come to you, Nacona,

And here I cannot stayi™ _

She laid her down upon the bed--

©  'Her volce was low and wéak; o 5
woo Mg people.iwait foprmy 'Spirit now . .

: . e %

~ /.0n the prdirie] they heard Her speak. -

She -1aid her loneseome body down

Where it had pined away:

She died with her_fage to the open plain--
They buried heér‘next day.

Quanah Parker wasg her som,

The ‘rdider and the chief;

Many a Texan-Iost ‘his life

To pay ‘for Cynthid's grief.

Oh, freedom 15 ‘swoet dn the prairiel
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- TRIBAL SONGS

T

Among the few 0ld songs.that are found in the
Comanche tribe, three can be. founé. dAn full in Mooney*s

Mﬁ ; Report ‘of the Bureau of Ethnology,
1892-3, pp. 1046: ﬁﬂﬂllﬂﬁﬁ.fng[\of ‘these are given
here with Haeney's commenta,

Heya'hana Hae’ye
He'e yel

Heyo'hana' Ha.e '.Y'Ol

Heyo'hana' :Hae'yol-

Te! aya' tora'bi ai'-gi‘ a—-He etyo'l
Telaya' tora'bi ail'-gi'na--He'e'yo'l
‘Te'aya' toa'ha:ta'bi woln'gin<-Ahi'ni'yo'!
Te'aya* toa‘ﬁa ta'hi m@'n gin-thi'ni’yoil

‘J.'ranslation

He'e'yol
Heyo'hana'! Hae'yol
Heyo'hana' Hae'yo!
The sun's beams are running out--He'e'yo'l
The sun's beams are running out--Hetelyot!l
The sun's yellow rays are rumning out-- .
) Ahi'ni' t‘ :
The sun's yellew rays are ru:ming oat--

A.hi'n:l'yo'! : :

Thia soﬁg was probably aung at d.aylight, when f.he
-r:lrst rays of the sum shone in the east,; after the
‘daneers had beeén dancing ell night. The introductory
part is a suggestion from the songs of the mescal
rite, to which the Comanche are so much attached.
Although the words convey but little meaning, the
tune is unique and one of the best of all the ghost
sengs em acceunt af its sprightly measure.
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Ie'aya refers to the sun's rays or beams; tora!-
bi, a possessive form of ta'bi, sun; (mu'a, moon);
toa'ha, from a'hap, yellow; ai'-gi‘na and wo'n'gin
or va'n'gin, running out, streaming out.

Yani'tsini'hawa'na

Yani'tsinithawa'na}

Yanittsini'hawa'nal
<oy Hi'niswalwitalkitmd; -
7« Hi'atewalvita'ki'm. oo -

50
- ‘Trenslatien

. Yeni'tsinithawatnal .
Yani'tsinithawa'nal
We shall live again,
We shall live again,
The term:-hi‘niswa‘vita'ki'si siguifies "we are
coming to life again,™ or "we shall live again;" from
huswa'viteki'ni, "I am beginnirig:to:'be alive again."




A SACRED SONG

Mow-wat (no hand) helped compose the following
song,’ :
The melody of the song carries the quality eof
martiel music and the rhythm of the elder tribal
songs. The first few notes are very high, and the
last ones gradually descend the scale unt:{l the
lowest notes have been reached. i

- The translation, which is my own, may not be
accurate in every detail, but the general thought
is there,

de'su'see' k'ut'saz'ut
Tah'me teh'a wich ku'ni tuit
Taeh'ma teh'a wich ku'ni tui!

E'ba ite' so'ko vite' hah'beetuh
Pu'ha teck'wap a och'tso
Tah'me teh'a wioh ku'ni tui!
Tah'me teh'a wiech ku'ni tui!
Tah'me teh'a wich ku'ni tui?

Ok'o to'mo vah'ti?

Nahn'su yah'kit nah'buneet’a kit
Pu'ha queet'so ite och'tso. .
Tah'me teh'a wich ku'ni tui?
Tah'me teh'a wich ku'ni tui!
Tah'me teh'a wich ku'ni tuit

Translat ;i.oﬁ.

desus, my Savior, :
I am ‘Eelling the story,
I am telling the story.

Down here on this earth
The Word must be given.
I am telling the story,
I am telling the story,
I am telling the stery.
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Up there in Heaven,

Where all appears wonderful
We will be made whole again.
I am telling the st

I am telling the story,
I am telling the" atory.
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