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enlightenment. By a majority vote certain laws have been made
a part of our code, making Oklahoma a more desirable place in
which to live, and giving hope and encouragement to those who
long for the coming of a better day.



CHAPTER XVI

CONCLUSION

On January 7, 1915 Governor Lee Cruce addressed his final
message to the Legislature. Here again he voiced his own experience
in elective office when he warned his listeners "not to expect public
praise nor to be disheartened by criticism."l His last official act
as governor was to approve the minutes of the State Board of Equal-
ization raising the assessed valuation of Texas Company and Gulf
Pipe Line Company. Thus, up to the final moments he continued a
policy that had caused much dissatisfaction with his administration.?2

Loyal Ardmoreites celebrated the homecoming of their most
illustrious citizen with a banguet in his honor, which departed from
the announced format to become a grand eulogy of the ex—governor.3
Alfalfa Bill Murray refers to this occasion in his Memoirs, quoting
a remark supposedly made by the toastmaster: "'Everybody in Ardmore

is glad Lee has come home. In truth, I think the whole State is glad.'"4

b R
Daily Ardmoreite, January 8, 1915.
2

Ibid., January 12, 1915. 3Ipid., February 2, 1915.

'4V01- ITI, p. 222. Although this anecdote may have expressed
the sent}ments of many at the time, the authenticity of the latter
portion is doubtful. Only the most brash toastmaster would have made
such a statement in the presence of the sensitive ex-governor.
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Despite rumours that Cruce would accept a position with a
syndicate of New York bankers at the then princely salary of $1O,OOO,5
Oor that he would become president of Oklahoma A & M College,® he
settled in Ardmore to stay, as he put it, "just 90 years."7 Prior to
assuming the governor's chair, he had accumulated 500 acres of land in
the Carter County area, but he was far from being the "wealthy banker"
he was generally thought to be. His correspondence as governor reg-
ularly disputed the description. On the other hand he wrote of
enormous indebtedness and the difficulty of making interest paym,ents.8
He had publicly stated that since the 1907 campaign he had never owed
less than $40,000.% Happily, the discovery of oil on his land shortly
after he returned to Ardmore enabled him to live comfortably the rest
of his life. His estate at his death did not exceed $150,000,--far from
the reported half-million dollars.l10

Due to the delicate health of his only daughter, Cruce spent
the greater part of the next twelve years in retirement with her in

Tucson, Arizona. He nevertheless remained in touch with state politics

5Daily Ardmoreite, January 14, 1915.

6Harlow‘s Weekly, April 24, 1915.

70 :
Daily Ardmoreite, January 19, 1915.

8To C. C. Akin, March 8, 1911, Box 7, FF-1, Cruce File, State
Archives; To W. N. Mitchell, September 30, 1912, Box 30, FF-1, ibid.

9 : ; 2 : .
Newspaper clipping, St. Louis Post-Dispatch, March 2, 1913,

Barde File, OHS Library.

10 .
Harlow's Weekly, January 21, 1933; Interview with Lorena
Cruce Norris, August 19, 1971.
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and in 1924 state newspapers discussed the possiblity of his candidacy
for the United States Senate, which did not materialize.ll A cruce
public statement in 1925 indicated some interest in the upcoming
gubernatorial contest, if his services were needed "in order that the
eéxpenses of this state could be kept down." At the same time he
expressed a hearty dislike for politics.l2 However, he wisely refrained
from adding his name to the list of ten Democratic candidates.

The 1928 presidential election brought out Cruce's intense
notion that one should vote for the party and not the individual.
His adherence to the Democratic party platform caused him to support
actively the candidacy of Governor Alfred E. Smith, the "wet" candidate
for president. In accord with his attitude while governor, he now
felt the people should be given an opportunity to change the prohibition
law, which apparently could not be enforced.l3 He abhorred religious
prejudice due to Smith's affiliation with the Catholic Church and
stated in a nation-wide radio speech introducing Smith, "I would be
false to the teachings of my mother if I did not hail the Catholic

Smith as a brother."14

llHarlow's Weekly, February 23, 1924; Interview with Lorena
Cruce Norris, August 19, 1971.

L2Hariow's Weekly, April 25, 1925, guoting the Ardmore Press.

l3Tulsa World, November 1, 1928; Interview with Lorena Cruce
Norris, August 19, 1971.

l4Mrs. A. M. Lockward to Cruce, September 25, 1928, Box 7, Cruce
Coll., Univ. of Okla. Library. The sixty-five-year-old Cruce must
have retained his political eloquence--a radio listener of Worcester,
Mass., wrote that her elderly father, a Catholic, "actually cried as
he listened to you." Unsigned letter, September 21, 1928, Box 77, ibid.
The prosecuting attorney of Hope, Arkansas declared that Cruce
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Finally, in 1930 when the former governor was sixty-seven
years old and in poor health, friends persuaded him to make the race
for United States Senator. Cruce supporters must have thought Mus-
kogee voters, after seventeen years, had forgiven his veto of their
State Fair proposals, as that city was chosen for his opening cam-
paign speech. Devoting much of the address to the cause of party
unity, he alluded to his consistent support of the Democratic ticket,
saying, "If this be a sin, I am the state's greatest sinner." He
advocated reduction of immigration quotas and changes in tariff leg-
islation to benefit the farmer.l®

His platform included a proposal for elimination of wartime
profiteering--a universal draft in which all civilians received the
same salary, food and clothing as did the soldiers.1® This idea may
have been placed in the Cruce platform at the suggestion of popular
Josh Lee, later Congressman and United States Senator. Vowing his
support in a letter to Cruce, Lee had suggested,--"Draft wealth as
well as men."17

Among the criticisms directed at Cruce by the Republican

press during the campaign was his "too regular" support of the

had made "the best introductory speech that I have ever heard from any

candidate," and complimented his handling of "violent" religious prej-
udice. Steve Carrigan to Cruce, September 25, 1928, ibid.
15 : : :
Harlow's Weekly, May 24, 1930, quoting Tulsa Tribune.
Heshid,
17

Marchyili8i; »1930 1 Boxil Zri€rucesiCold., Uniwv. lof Oklal.
Library.
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Democrats, and especially his support of Alfred E. Smith, who had
lost to Herbert Hoover by more than 170,000 votes in Oklahoma.l8 The
July, 1930 primary election found Lee Cruce finishing fourth in a field
of ten candidates led by former Senator Thomas P. Gore.19

The Frederick Leader noted lack of Cruce's "old-time fighting
spirit," and theorized he had entered the race "to satisfy his ad-
mirers." The Leader concluded, "It really looks like here is one man
who shunned a senatorial toga."20 The former governor's daughter
believed he had mixed feelings about becoming a United States Senator.
One consideration: Washington, D. C., was too far from his grandchildren
in california.?l

In 1931, Oklahoma's Governor Alfalfa Bill Murray, dissatis-
fied with legislative disapproval of a portion of his program, went
directly to the people in his so-called "Firebells" campaign. Pro-
fessing a long friendship with Murray and support of his candidacy
for governor, Cruce nevertheless strongly opposed most of the measures
advocated at that fime. He believed the campaign was aptly named, as
"Firebells are rung when destruction of property is threatened and
where people are apt to suffer loss from the ravages of the fire fiend.

.22 Although in i1l health and confined to a wheel chair, Cruce

18yariow's Weekly, January 4, 1930.

19Wilson, Directory & Manual, p. 171.

2 ;
OQuoted in Harlow's Weekly, August 9, 1930.

211nterview with Lorena Cruce Norris, August 19, 1971.

22Cruce to Arthur Grunert, December 8, 1931, Box 77, Cruce
Coll., Univ. of Okla. Library.
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summoned the strength to make a number of radio speeches denouncing
the Murray program.23

While on one of his frequent visits to the home of his daugh-
ter in California, Lee Cruce suffered a stroke leading to his death
on January 16, 1933 at the age of sixty-nine. Of the nine Oklahoma
governors up to that time, he was the first to be taken by death.
His funeral was conducted a week later at the First Presbyterian Church
in Ardmore by Reverend Charles C. Weith, a friend and pastor for
thirty-three years. Reverend Weith delineated an outstanding attribute
of the life of Lee Cruce, in reference to his stormy tenure of the
governor's office: "His enemies have accused him of many things, but
they have never accused him of anything that was not clean and fine
and manly. His integrity was never doubted, never brought into

question."24

It is obvious that the source of many of Governor Lee Cruce's
troubles lay with his refusal to "play politics" in the accepted manner.
He himself readily admitted he was not a "practical politician." Yet,
his political experience consisted of serving two years as Ardmore alder-
man, participating in lively Indian Territory politics, seeing politics
at its worst while serving on the University of Oklahoma Board of Regents,
campaigning for Constitutionai Convention delegates, and engaging in

two lengthy gubernatorial elections. It is probably error, therefore,

231nterview with Lorena Cruce Norris, August 19, 1971.

24Daily Oklahoman, January 23, 1933.
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to blame his difficulties on lack of experience in politics.25 Rather,
they were due to his disinclination to engage in partisan politics.

An aspect of Cruce's aversion to partisan politics was his
refusal to let it determine his own direct appointments, or persuade
him to influence appointments controlled by others. BAn admirable at-
titude in theory, this policy had its drawbacks from a practical
standpoint. Possibly in the long run he could have accomplished
more in the way of worthwhile legislation had he participated in
some of the "give and take" typical of legislation by the democratic
process.

The Muskogee State Fair bill is illustrative of where the
governor's cooperation might have prevented disagreements with the
bill's powerful proponents in the Third and Fourth Legislatures.

The bill was a serious matter with them--it became the first measure
introduced in the 1915 legislative session and finally became law in
the 1917 session.

Part of the problem was the governor's own obstinacy. After
adopting a course of action he seldom saw the need to change it.

An indication of this trait was his refusal to remove even one
appointee considered unfit by the legislative investigating committees.
Surely, someone was entitled to dismissal. Perhaps at times he was
subjected to undue influence by his friends and advisers. In the words

of his daughter, "In spite of everything, he was a trusting soul. "26

255ee Edward Everett Dale and Gene Aldrich, History of Okla-

homa (Edmond: Thompson Book & Supply Co., 1968), pp. 327-28.

26Interview with Lorena Cruce Norris, August 19, 1971.
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His jealous protection of the governor's prerogatives also
reflects obstinacy as well as a refusal to indulge in partisan politics.
As noted, he would not submit to legislative encroachment on his right
of appointment, or on his right to evaluate the abilities of his
appointees. When he thought the judiciary had acted to nullify his
proclamation in the Delaware county seat controversy, he retaliated
promptly through his adjutant general. On the other hand, he felt
the Legislature should freely make decisions without undue coercion
from him, although he did consider it the governor's duty to recommend
needed legislation. He had great faith in the soundness of his own
judgment, and perhaps exceeded the bounds of propriety by readily
criticizing the legislative and judicial departments when they differed
with him.

Governor Cruce's disregard for political consequences was
strongly manifested in his attitude toward redistricting the state
for congressional purposes. He refused to call a special legislative
session to accompl?sh the redistricting, despite the fact his own poll
showed that a majority of the legislators favored the session. He
sincerely believed its expense could not be justified, especially if
the anticipated hassle evolved to prolong the deliberations. Even
aside from political considerations his refusal to convene the Legis-
lature is open to question. Therefore, had he wished to honor the
expressed preference of the legislative majority, he easily could have
rationalized a decision to convene the Legislature. The latter course

would have smoothed his future relationship with the more influential

legislative leaders.
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In another facet of the redistricting issue--his opposition
to gerrymandering--he exhibited a statesmanlike quality. His public
utterances and use of the veto power made clear that he would not
tolerate redistricting for party purposes alone.

Governor Cruce failed completely in his effort to eliminate
several state educational institutions. Undeniably there was an
excess of such institutions in the state's formative years, but the
localism that produced them joined forces to withstand the governor's
assault. Here again he manifested the mark of a statesman as he
battled for economy against the invincible institutional bloc. Though
unsuccessful in reducing the number of institutions, by resorting to
his appointive power he made progress in removing them from the
influence of partisan politics.

This was truly an appropriate age in the state's history for
the advent of a governor endowed with financial ability and an
appreciation for economy in government. Previous Legislatures had
already established the essential physical facilities and departments
necessary for operation of state government. Now was the time to
pause and take stock of the state's financial situation and place the
budget on a sound basis. Cruce's contribution in this respect was one
of the most significant in his career.

Although one may be impressed by the governor's conscientious
scruples against capital punishment, it appears certain that his
exercise of the pardoning power was contrary to the intent of the

state Constitution. Rather, as Justice Henry Furman pointed out, the
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granting of pardons was reserved for acts of mercy justified by unique
circumstances.27 If carried to the extreme, a chief executive's
exercise of unbounded discretion in behalf of his conscience could
Practically nullify a state's criminal laws. Thus, to some extent
at least, by his capital punishment policy Governor Cruce prevented
enforcement of the state laws he so dogmatically supported in other
areas.

Despite singularity where capital punishment was concerned,
Cruce felt intensely an obligation to enforce the law, Unfortunately,
he lacked the authority to carry out this duty to the extent he would
have preferred. But with the powers at his command, i.e., the state
enforcement officer, attorney general, adjutant general and the state
militia, he achieved some success. Though his primary motivation was
his duty as governor to enforce the law, it seemed that after becoming
governor he experienced a growing conviction that laws enforcing
prohibition, preventing gambling and the more violent features of
prize fighting, and requiring Sunday closing, would make Oklahoma a
better state in which to live.

It may be said, then, that the outstanding features of ILee
Cruce's administration were the following: 1) Refusal to engage in
partisan politics, either in his appointments, his relationship with
other departments, or the pacification of local interests 2) Insistence
on economy in the operation of state government 3) Virtual veto of

Oklahoma's law allowing capital punishment, and 4) Determination to

274enry v. State, 136 P. 982 (1913).




239
enforce Oklahoma's moral laws.

One may observe in the foregoing principles a common denom-
inator emphasizing the outstanding personal characteristic of Lee
Cruce--his devotion to the precepts of Christianity. Always it was
his desire never to do anything that he could not lay unashamedly
before the Almighty in his regular ten o'clock evening prayers.28

Hls administration was indeed a "Righteous Crusade."

28Interview with Lorena Cruce Norris, August 19, 1971.
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