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PREFACE

This is a historical study of the Potawatomi Indians
after their removal to the Trans-Mississippi West. It has
special reference to the origins and roots of the Citizen
Band which came into being byiprovision of the Treaty of
1861. The factors and influences which explain the rise of
this highly civilized segment of the Potawatomi are examined
with care. Detailed analysis of the Potawatomi in the West
will begin with 1834, the year which marked the beginning of
their limited occupation of Missouri's Platte Purchase re-
gion. The narrative then proceeds to the eveﬁts attendant
upon the actual settlement of the Potawatomi reservations in
Iowa Territory and the Osage River sub-agency in east-central
Kansas. The history of developments in-the separate local-
ities is followed unpil the two factions of the tribe come
to occupy a common reservation on the Kansas River,

Thorough attention is given to the tribal division

which occurred on the Kansas River Potawatomi Reservation.
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The split resulted in the formation of the Citizen and Prai-
rie Potawatomi Bands. The background of this parting of the
ways is explored in detail. Those accepting-allotments,
under government duress, became the charter members of the
Citizen Band; those electing to retain lands in common on a
diminished reservation in Jackson County, Kansas, constituted
the Prairie Band. Then came the actual allotment period, an
era requiring special stress. Careful consideration is given
to the composition of both bands. Then follows a detailed
exposition of the reasons for the failure of the sectionized
Indians and of the events leading to a new treaty whereby
the Citizen Band acquired a reservation in the Indian Terri-
tory (Oklahoma). Aspects of Potawatomi history in Oklahoma
are presented which will aid in explaining earlier develop-
ments in Kansas. Additionally, some materials from the
Oklahoma period are utilized to clarify the struggle of the
Citizen Band to maintain solidarity and to secure and retain
official recognition as a unit of the Potawatomi Indian
Tribe. The years 1870-1872 saw the first fragmentary move-
ment of the Citizen Indians to Oklahoma.. Minute coverage
closes at that point, although some later events on the
Indian Territory reservation are selected for the purpose of
pointing the way to the nature of the Citizen Band's
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subsequent history.

For introductory purposes only, the long epoch of
Potawatomi residence in the vicinity of the Great Lakes is
summarily sketched. This treatment is given in order to
establish the nature of the Potawatomi Indians before and at
the time of their removal to the West. Also, the pre-removal
resume serves as a brief study of the remote roots of the
civilized Indians who later made up the preponderant plural--
ity of the Citizen Band. To accompli§h this aim the point
of concentration is almost exclusively upon the period of

French ascendancy in the Great Lakes area.
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Map I. Isaac McCoy's map of Indian territory, an excerpt,
1838, courtesy of National Archives, Record Group 75, Map
216, Shows location of Potawatomi in Iowa Territory, upper
right; Platte Purchase area; Osage River Potawatomi Reserve,
the square, just below right-center.
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POTAWATOMI INDIANS OF THE WEST:

ORIGINS OF THE CITIZEN BAND
CHAPTER I
INTRODUCT ION

Indian traditioms point to the original unity of the
Potawatomi, Chippewa, and Ottawa people as one tribe. Having
at an indefinitely early time found their way as a group to
the northern shores of Lake Huron, the unified aggregate di-
vided. During subsequent migrations these diversified groups
became aligned into more or less distinctly separate tribal
affiliations. The name Potawatomi is usually translated

1

into English as 'people of the place of fire."™ One of the

1Frederick Webb Hodge, ed., Handbook of American
Indians North of Mexico, 2 Vols. (Washington: Government
Printing Office, 1907-1910), II, 289. Hodge's article on
the Potawatomi clncludes with a listing of the vast number
of variations in the spelling of the name of the tribe
(Ibid., pp. 291, 292, 293). The version Potawatomi as used
throughout the present study has become the standard form
adopted by the Department of Indian Affairs, also by eth-
nologists generally. Former popular and customary spellings

1
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early Jesuit missionaries, Claude Jean Allouez, used the
term '"Nation of Fire' for the Potawatomi and contiguous
tribes of 1670.2

One neighboring ethnic group, the Mascoutens (Mas-
koutengs), became erroneously identified as a component of
the "Fire Nation." 1In 1671, another Jesuit, Claude Dablon,
pointed out the mistake of placing the people of the Mas-
coutenech, meaning a ''treeless country,“ in the same classi-

3 This confusion of identifi-

fication with the Potawatomi.
cation endured down to the British and American periods.
This came about, no doubt, from the fact of the continued,
close association of elements of both tribes. There was

some tendency to migrate to and settle in the same areas.

For example, Pierre Charlevoix found Mascoutens, in 1721,
living in close proximity to the Potawatomi on the St.

Joseph River (Michigan).4 In any event, the Mascoutens

still persist in the official names of political divisionms,
county names, in Iowa, Kansas, and Oklahoma.

2Reuben Gold Thwaites, ed., Jesuit Relations and
Allied Documents: Travels and Explorations of the Jesuit
Missionaries in New France, 73 Vols. (Cleveland: The Burrows
Brothers Company, 1896-1901), LIV, 211. This work is here-
after cited as Thwaites, Jesuit Relations.

31bid., 1v, 199.

4Pierre Francois Xavier de Charlevoix, Journal of a
Voyage to New France, Louise Phelps Kellog, ed., 2 Vols.
(Chicago: The Caxton Club, 1923), I, 286.
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became generally and officially deéignated "Fire Nation"
people and were the progenitors of at least some portion of
the Potawatomi Prairie Band.® This becomes important to the
study of the Potawatomi of the West insofar as the marked
divergence of characteristics of the Prairie Band constitutes
a fundamental factor in explaining the course of events
there. It became particularly decisive in the failure of
the Potawatomi aggregate to achieve a genuine or lasting
unity on the Kansas River after 1846.

The records of the French clearly establish that, in
the seventeenth century, the Potawatomi, or portions of their
number, undertook a series of migrations. Samuel de Cham-
plain, in 1616; heard of the "Gens de Feu'" as reportedly
located ten days journey from Georgian Bay, and somewhere
westward of Lake Huron.® In 1640 Barthelemy Vimont, superior

of the Jesuits of New France, stated that the Potawatomi were

living near Lake Winnebago in the vicinity of Green Bay.7

5Hodge, op. cit., p. 289. For a detailed discussion
of the Mascoutens, cf. Alanson B. Skinner, The Mascoutens or
Prairie Potawatomi Indians (Milwaukee: Bulletin of the Public
Museum, 1926).

6Voyages of Samuel de Champlain, 1604-1618, William
Lawson Grant, ed. (New York: C. Scribners Sons, 1907), pp.
303, 304.

7Thwaites, Jesuit Relations, XVIII, 231.
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Iroquoian attacks exerted much pressure on all the tribes of
the area at the time. In 1653 another Jesuit referred to
the '"Fire Nation'" as being three days journey south of Sault
Ste. Marie.8 Father Gabriel Dreuilletes, in 1658, found a
large concentration of the tribe on the western shore of
Lake Michigan at a village known as St. Michel. He esti-
mated the total population as three thousand, including
seven hundred men.? Allouez gave some indigation of the
effects of Iroquoian incursions when, in 1665 or 1666, he
gave the male population of the Potawatomi of the Lake Mich-
igan vicinity as only three hundred. 10

Possibly it was in the 1680's that the Potawatomi
began a series of movements southward from the Green Bay
area. Accumulated evidence continues £o place them in that
locality until at least that decade. But in 1688, Henri
Joutel discovered a Potawatomi settlement on the shores of

Lake Michigan considerably farther south. 1l During the

81bid., XXI11, 225.

91bid., XLIV, 245.

01pid., LI, 27.

rlﬁ%nri Joutel, Joutel's Journal of La Salle's Last

Voyage, Henry Reed Stiles, ed. (Albany, New York: J.
McDonough Company, 1906), p. 199.
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1690's the southward trek became definitely established. M;
Jean Buisson de St. Cosme, a member of one of Henri de
Tonty's expeditions, passed down the western shore of the
big lake in 1698. He found a village of Potawatomi on the
Dorr County peninsula, near present-day Kewaunee, Wiscon-
sin.l2 Another such settlement was located at the present
site of Manitowoc, Wisconsin.13 Even earlier, in 1695, La
Mothe Cadillac reportedyfhat the Fire Nation had extended
its habitations south and eastward, there beingba community
of two hundred of them in a location-which was to become one
of their moré prominent and favorite dwelling placés, namely,
the St. Joseph River (Michigan).14 Thus iﬁ was that, in
1700, Pierre Charlevoix described this tribe as ranging

variously over the region from Green Bay to the St. Joseph

River.l5

121 guise Phelps Kellog, Early Narratives of the
Northwest (New York: C. Scribmers Sons, 1917), p. 344n.
Hereafter the small '"n" added to any cited page number shall
designate reference to a footnote thereon.

131pid., p. 345n.

1414 Mothe Cadillac, '"Relations on the Indians"
(Edward Ayer Collection, Newberry Library, Chicago) as cited
in W. Vernon Kinietz, Indians of the Western Great Lakes,
1615-1760 (Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 1904),
p. 309.

15Charlevoix, op. cit., I, 102,
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During the remainder of the French era, ending with
the Treaty of Paris, 1763, the Potawatomi seem to have be-
come more and more consclidated in their Lake Michigan cres-
cent. A document of 1730 referred to the greater part of
them, in company with elements of Sac, Mascouten; and Kick-
apoo, as dwelling along the valley of the St. Joseph River.l®
Without developiﬁg the point in detail, it may be safely
asserted that the French regarded the Potawatbmi as the
dominant Indian group of this area, even before the middle
of the eighteenth century. Meanwhile, as a result of diffi-
culties with the Fox tribe, in which the Potawatomi and
other tribes were allies of the French, an undetermined
number of the Fire Nation moved into the protective environs
of Fort Detroit. Some were living in that neighborhood at
least as early as 1714, 17 Charlevoix, in 1721, placed the
scattered elements of the tribe as living in the Green Bay
region, along the St. Joseph River, and in the Detroit

area. 18

16ngcadillac Papers,' Clarence M. Burton, ed.,
Michigan Pioneer and Historical Collections, XXXIV (1904), 74.

17"The French Regime in Wisconsin' (Part 1), R. G.
Thwaites, ed., Wisconsin Historical Collections, XVI (1902),
309. '

18Charlevoix, op. cit., I, 398.



7 ..
Just prior to 1750, 'The Three Fires'" confederation
came into being. This was a combination of Potawatomi,
Ottawa, and Chippewa who moved from the Detroit vicinity to
a location on Lake Michigan which included the future site
of the city of Chicago.19 Herein lay the original basis of
the United Band of Chippewa, Ottawa, and Potawatomi of the
later period of the jurisdiction of the United States. This
grouping, as will be shown in discussing the movement to the
West in the 1830's, included the Prairie Band. Before that
migration came about, however, various elements of the United
Band rangﬁd over a considerable area of southern Michigan,
northern Illinois, and southern Wisconsin. Regardless of
the complex nature of this particular Indian entity, the
American government came to recognize it as Potawatomi.
Treaty texts referred to it as Potawatomi, and later, in
Iowa, a.sub-agent declared that it was so in fact.
These introductory considerations can benefit by
allusion to the traits and customs of the Potawatomi as ob-
served by various witnesses during the period of French

ascendancy. Their subsequent docility, affability, and

19"Notes of Auguste Chouteau on Boundaries of Vari-
ous Indian Nationms," Grant Foreman, ed., Glimpses of the
Past, Bulletin of the Missouri Historical Society, St. Louis,
- VII (1940), 131, 132,
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receptiveness to white civilization become somewhat more
understandable in the light of very early French observa-
tions. A thorough and detailed inquiry into some of these
aspects possibly could warrant the conclusion that the Fire

Nation was truly sui generis. To establish this thesis lies

outside the present scope of inquiry, but it harmonizes very
well with findings in the Trans-Mississippi West where was
developed a relatively high degree of willingness on the
part of the main body of the Potawatomi tribe ''to take the
white man's way."

French observers of the seventeenth century com-
mented both upon the warlike nature of the Potawatomi and
their disposition to welcome white visitors. Father Gabriel
Dreuilletes, in 1657, referring to the large concentration
of three thousand Indians at the viilage of St. Michel on
the western shore of Lake Michigan, rematked the generous
reception which the Potawatomi accorded to traders and
missionaries.20
There was at least one early instance of the later,

often-demonstrated propensity of this tribe to tolerate

abuse and insolence from the whites. Arriving at the village

onhwaites, Jesuit Relations, LI, 27.
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of St. Francix Xavier in 1670, Dablon and Allouez found the
Indians preparing to take steps to curb a little group of
French traders who were carrying on very badly.21 Evidently
the natives were well equipped to put an end to the persecu-
tion but were slow to resort to violence. The two Jesuits
restored amicable relations simply by the power of persua-
sion.22 This seems an example of unusual forbearance on a
wild and distant Indian frontier in an age when the American
aborigine was well known to make short shrift of insolent or
overly aggressive Europeans.

The Potawatomi not only welcomed the French but gen-
erally remained very loyal to them. They cooperated ener-
getically in keeping the peace among the tribes of the Great
Lakes area. The French regarded them as a dependable,
stabilizing influence. In the colonial wars with the English,
even through the last and decisive one, the Potawatomi re-
mained steadfastly.attached to the French. These Indians
had a long tradition of receptivi&y to Frenchmen and French
wares. They freely welcomed French missionaries and French -

traders and were particularly attracted to French traders'

211pid., v, 186, 187.

221p3id., 187.
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goods. It is little wonder that the French language was
familiar to them many decades later in Iowa, Kansas, and
. even Oklahoma. Also, it is not at all surprising that
.french names and French-Potawatomi mixed-bloods are promi-
nent in the history of all Potawatomi factions in the West.

As for the political organization of this tribe
during the French period, there is almost nothing of con-
temporary record. Scholars of recent times have assumed
that the Fire Nation followed the pattern of the Ottawa. If
this was true, these Indians were led by chiefs having auth-
ority strictly within their own districts. Yet, if the
known Ottawa practice was closely paralleled, it would mean
that the chiefs often had little real jurisdiction or in-
fluence. It seems that after contact with the Europeans
developed, the necessity of deputizing official spokesmen to
handle diplomatic and trading agreements gave rise to the
office of principal chief. Charlevoix mentioned such a
Potawatomi sPokesman.23 The apparent, early de-emphasis of
the authority of the chiefs anticipated conditions which we
also found later in the West. 1In the latter locale the

chiefs held largely honorary positions and served as leaders

23Charlevoix, op. cit., II, 98.
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in diplomatic negotiations and treaty-making. However; as
our study will show, the office of chief consistently re-
tained greater importance among the Prairie Band of Iowa and
Kansas. Possibly the partial Mascouten background of this
group is explanatory of this wvariant political tradition.

The Potawatomi of the Lake Michigan realm were
hunters and fishermen but augmented their food supply from
agriculture. Their main specialty was the cultivation of
considerable quantities of_“corn.z4 Indian women, almost ex-
clusively, did the actual labor of the fields. They pro-
duced also beans, peas, squashes, and tobacco. 22 In 1742, a
company of St. Joseph Potawatomi chiefs, visiting Montreal
on official business, requested a blacksmith for their vil-
1age.26 It is opportune to mention here that a most impor-
tant transition came about later, in Eastern Kansas, when
Potawatomi menfolk of Michigan and Indiana background came

to abandon the hunt almost entirely and turned to the toils

24pntoine Raudot, '"Memoir," in W. Vernon Kinietz,
op. cit., p. 381.

23Huron Herbert Smith, Ethnobotany of the Forest
Potawatomi (Milwaukee: Public Museum Bulletin, 1933),
p. 4l.

26"The French Regime in Wisconsin," (Part II), R. G.

Thwaites, ed., Wisconsin Historical Collections, XVII
(1906), 394. :
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of agriculture. This development became basic to the origins
of the Citizen Band.

According to am account of 1718, the Potawatomi lived
in cabins of reed mats, the coverings consisting of a frame-
work of saplings.,z7 During spring and summer they set up
agricultural villages. 1In the autumn they moved their dwell-
ings into the woods for the winter hunting seasons. There
they remained until spring when they returned to begin anew
the planting of c:rops.28 These relatively ancient practices
respecting shelters and the culture of the soil fo?med a
very suitable preparation for a significant advancement in
white civilization in the West during the nineteenth century.
Nevertheless, we should make the observation that these early
descriptions of a partial agricultural economy do not justify

generalizations concerning the life of all branches of this

tribe. In Kansas, many years later, a large faction of them,
mostly Prairie Band, still scorned agriculture in all its
forms.

Many contemporary records indicate that intermarriage

27Thwaites, Jesuit Relations, LI, 27.

28nThe French Regime in Wisconsin" (Part I), R. G.
Thwaites, ed., Wisconsin Historical Collections, XVI (1902),
366-368.
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with neighboring Indian tribes was common. It comes as no
surprise, then, that in the 1860's one of the most prominent
Potawatomi mixed-bloods in Kansas declared that the nation
was made up of "about twenty different tribes."

There was also a very pronounced early tendency for
the Potawatomi womenfolk to intermarry with the whites. This
practice was substantially important to later Potawatomi
history, because the general and persistent propensity to
consort with, to intermarry with, and to adopt white men into
the tribe becomes most vital in the Wegt toward moving a
large segment of the nation in the direction of the white
man's culture. There was considerable intermixture with the
Canadian French in the St. Joseph River settlements. One of
the most prominent examples was that of Louis Chevalier who
took a Potawatomi wife and stayed on as trader and farmer,
even during the British period.29 Other noteworthy white
traders who intermarried with Potawatomi women and remained
influential in tribal affairs were William Burnett, from New

Jersey, and Joseph Bertrand.30 These two names appear

29"Papers from Canadian Archives,'" R. G. Thwaites,
ed., Wisconsin Historical Collections, 1888, XI (1888), 1llé6n.

~ 30B1anche M. Haines, "French and Indian Footprints at
Three Rivers on the St. Joseph,' Collections of the Michigan
Pioneer and Historical Society, XXXVIII (1912), 395, 396.
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frequently in the records of the American period. Their
families and descendants will repeatedly find places in the
Tfans—MississippivPotawatomi story. The effects of this
longstanding Potawatomi custom of intermarrying with the
white man will become most apparent.

The French observed various other traits which gave
pronise of the developments which transpired during the
period of this emphasis. For instance, Father Allouez
thought that the Potawatomi were the most docile and well
disposed native people whom he encountered. They normally
lived peacefully, he stated, among themselves and with
their neighbors, and showed uniform, cordial hospitality to
visiting strangers of all kinds.3!

Since these introductory remarks are intended to-
establish the nature of this people prior to their removal
to the West, random sources from theAFrench era have pro-
vided the most suitable material. The records of the
British and American periods yield a nérrative of intrigue,
politics, Indian wars, treaties, and disturbed conditionms.
It seems unnecessary here to attempt even the most fragmen-

tary history of all these events. Summarily, the pressures

3lThwaites, Jesuit Relations, LI, 27.
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of international struégleé, plus the relentless and inexor-
able trek of the westward moving American settlers, placed
the Potawatomi in a fabric of complications in which they
suffered exceedingly. They transferred their ancient loyal-
ties to the French, at least in a measure, to the English,
this being in evidence even as late as the War of 1812, The
very nature of this Indian frontier was not conducive to a
spontaneous and lasting welcome to the Americans.

The American settlements pressed the tribe even more
vigorously following the peace of 1815. These Indians Qere
now broadly scattered over a vast area of Michigan, Illinois,
Indiana, and Wisconsin. Again and again they yielded their
lands by treaty arrangements with the United States govern-
ment. Some fled to Canada, but the great proportion of them
remained tc sign the removal treaties of the years 1832 to
1841. As will be demonstrated, many elements of them moved
westward freely and without military coercion; others were
herded and driven.

Subsequent chapters will reach back variously into
the period of Great Lakes Potawatomi history. Treatment of
tﬁe removal treaties will indicate the tribal division and
approximate geographical distribution at the time of the

migrations. Allusion will also be made to cultural and
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missionary enterprises among them during the eighteen-
twenties and eighteen-thirties. These influences form a
part of the account of continuity of forces which promoted
the Potawatomis' adoption of the white man's way, a process
which slowly, and at times painfully, crystallized in the

regions beyond the Mississippi.



CHAPTER II

THE UNITED BAND OF CHIPPEWA, OTTAWA, AND POTAWATOMI

IN MISSOURI AND IOWA

The Treaties of Chicago, September 261 and 27, 1833,2
provided for the removal from Illinois, Michigan, and Wis-
consin of that'most numerous segment of the Potawatomi, the
so-called United Band of Chippewa, Ottawa, and Potawatomi.
According to a recent and very thorough study, this aggrega-

3

tion consisted of two separate groups of Indians. It is

ly. s. statutes at Large, VII, 431,

21bid., 442.

3Sim T. Carman, Consolidated Docket Nos. 14-J, 40-H
and 13-J, Before the Indian Claims Commission, Defendants
Requested Finds of Fact, Objections to €laimants' and Inter-
venors' Findings of Fact, and Brief (Washington, D. C., U. S.
Government Printing Office, 1954), p. 33. Mr. Carman, ibid.,
pp. 34-45, passim, goes into detail in discussing the two
groups which constituted the United Band, viz., the Indians
of the State of Illinois and Wisconsin Territory who signed
the Treaty of Chicago, September 26, 1833, which provided in
Article II for their removal within three years from the
date of its ratification, February 21, 1835 (Charles J.
Kappler (ed.), Indian Affairs, Laws and Treaties, 2 Vols.,

17
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useless to attempt to estimate the percentage of non-
Potawatomi blood which had infiltrated the band at the time
of the treaty signings, but the point seems well established
that the Ottawa, Chippewa, and others were well assimilated
into the Potawatomi entity; summarily, the United Band was
Potawatomi., Ten years later on the Iowa reserve, there was
at least one very emphatic allusion to this particular fact:

In my report for 1843, I stated that no distinction
is- recognized or observed among these Indians on
account of their origin from different nations, but
they all describe themselves as '"'Pottawatomies,' by
which name they are known among their Indian neigh-
bors. Though there are individuals here of Ottawa
as well as Chippewa ancestry, yet they are so few in
number that the official designation of the band, as
fixed by the treaties of July 29th, and September
26th, 1833, is now little better than a misnomer.
There are also individuals among them of Sioux,
Menominie and Sac blood, but they are all classed as
Pottawatomies. )

Washington, 1904, II, p. 402), and secondly, the Potawatomi
of Michigan Territory south of the Grand River. One minor
group, later commonly referred to as '"Pokagon's Band" of
Potawatomi Indians, of the Michigan area, was exempted from
removal to the West. This was authorized by a supplemental
provision of the Treaty of Chicago, September 27, 1833,
which was signed by the second group. Mr. Carman's break-
down on the bands, villages, and locations of the two major
groups emphasizes the heterogeneous character of the United
Band. On the extremes of cultural difference were the some-
what civilized and educated elements of the Michigan and
"Chicago Potawatomi' on the one hand, with the Illinois and
Wisconsin Prairie Potawatomi, much more primitive in charac-
ter, on the other.

41bid., p. 48. Quoting Richard S. Elliott, Indian
sub-agent, Council Bluffs, to T. Hartley Crawford,
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It is clear certainly that the United States government in
its treaty and business relations regarded this entire com-
bination of Indians as Potawatomi.

Some elements of the United Band; especially those
of mixed-Indian and white blood, eventually became a con-
stituent part of the Citizen Band of Potawatomi Indians.
Therefore it is necessary to view rather closely the history
and characteristics of the former during its early tenure in
the West. This treatment, however, will not constitute a
definitive history of all aspects of the Potawatomi in
Missouri and Iowa. Only those developments which facilitate
an understanding of the fo?mation and nature of the Citizen
Band are emphasized.

The first residence of a major portion of the mi-
grated Potawatomi, subject to the 1833 treaties, was in Mis-
souri, or rather the Platte Purchase, which became a part of
that state in 1837. This annexation took place on March 28,
following the authorization of the United States Congress

and an act passed by the Missouri 1egislature.5 The area

Commissioner of Indian Affairs (this title hereafter always
cited as C. I. A.). Emphasis supplied here.

5Richard S. Elliot, Notes Taken in Sixty Years (St.
Louis: R. P. Studley and Company, 1883), p. 170.
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was roughly in the shape of a triangle, west of the old
Miésouri border, east of the Missouri River, and south of
the southern border of the Territory of Iowa, or, as one
author described it, ''that part of North Missouri, west of a
line drawn due north through the mouth of the Kansas River."6

The Potawatomi were in reality trespassers on the
Platte Purchase.’ Why then did they iive and tarry there,
even temporarily? One authority explains that the "tribe on
leaving Chicago were conducted thither by the contractors in
charge of the emigration, presumably because the Indians
could not be induced to occupy the Iowa lands, which report
had led them to believe were undesirable."8 Another sup-
ports this‘contention, establishing that in the period 1833-
1837 both the United States and the Potawatomi understood
that the Iowa tract was the one agreed upon.as the place of

removal.? He shows how the famous Chicago chiefs, Billy

6William E. Connelley, '"The Prairie Band 6f Potta-
watomie Indians,'" Kansas Historical Collections, XIV (1915-
1918), 488.

7Gilbert J. Garraghan, The Jesuits of the Middle

United States, 3 Vols. (New York: America Press, 1938), I,
428n.

81bid.

9Carman, op. cit., pp. 35-60, passim.
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Caldwell and Alexander Robinson, comprehendéd clearly the
location of their future home in Iowa, even at the time of
the 1833 treaty proceedings.10 A memorial of Chief Wah-ban-
seh ié also cited to bolster the same argument.1l

Nevertheless, it seems that there was some govern-
mental vacillation in insisting upon the Iowa tract as the
only possible "exchange land" provided for in the treaties.
This could at least in part explain the several removals of
portions of the United Band to.the Platte Purchase during
the years 1833 to 1836. Our evidence indicates that some
government officials did consider a substitute reservation,
or better, an exchange for the "exchange land."

The Baptist missionary reports of the time at least
hinted that there was an '"undecided" attitude among some of
the officials. Robert Simerwell, pioneér co-worker with
Isaac McCoy at the Carey school in Michigan and later a
faithful laborer on both Potawatomi reserves in Kansas, is

the chief source of information upon the United Band as

101bid., p. 58.

11Ibid., p. 60. Wah-Ban-Seh is the same as "Waubun-
see'" of earlier fame in Illinois (Otho Winger, The Potawatomi
Indians, Elgin, Illinois: The Elgin Press, 1933, p. 91).
The name is perpetuated in Kansas as the place-name of a
county. In this case the spelling is '"Wabaunsee.
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residents of the Platte Purchase. He was on the ground very
early, having left Indiana with Mrs. Simerwell on August 3;
1833, and arriving at Isaac McCoy's home west of Independence
on November 14 of the same yearo12 This early arrival pre-
ceded the listed dates for most of the early, recorded move-
ments of the United Band under various contractors.l3 Dur-
ing the following spring, after a winter of illness and
weakness, Simerwell visited the Potawatomi in the vicinity
of Fort Leavenworth. Soon afterwards he moved into the va-
cated Shawnee Mission House where he began an intensive study

of the Potawatomi and other Indian languages.14 In 1835 he

12gegsie Ellen Moore, "Life and Work of Robert
Simerwell" (unpublished Master's thesis, Department of
History, University of Kamsas, 1939), p. 25.

13y, B. Waugh, clerk of the Division of Records, to
G. W. Ewing, veteran trader and attorney for the Potgwatomi,
May 18, 1853, Special File 69, Records of the Bureau 'of In-
dian Affairs, Record Group 75, hereafter cited as OIA, an
enclosure in the letter entitled: "'Statement of number of
Chippewas, Ottawas, and Pottawatomies removed west since 1832
as per muster rolls in file in office of Indian Affairs."
The earlier immigrations are listed in the following order:
Agent L. H. Sands, 1833, with sixty-seven Indians; James Ken-
nerly, 1833, with 179; W. Gordon, 1834, with 199; in 1836,
500 of this band moved on their own volition. All these list-
ings certainly antedate the settlement of the Iowa tract,
which, according to Isaac McCoy did not take place until
July, 1837, History of Baptist Indian Missions (Washington:
William M. Morrison, 1840), p. 582.

Moore, loc. cit., p. 31.
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wrote to Mr. L. Bolles, corresponding secretary of the Boston
Board (Baptist), asking that missionary organization to '"re-
establish a school amongst the Pottawatomie Indians."13 By
this time his activities énd recorded remarks began to relate
directly to the question of just where and when the United
Band would find a bermanent location. 1In fact, he became,
on the side, a party to the issue, but before proceeding with
his participation it is necessary to turn briefly to Isaac
McCoy.

McCoy unreservedly opposed the transfer 6f the Pota-
watomi from their temporary location in Missouri to the Iowa
reserve. He desired the union and consolidation of all bands
and elements of the tribe on the upper Osage'River, southwest
of the Platte Purchase. When most of the Indians were pre-
cipitately removed to Iowa Territory in July, 1837, McCoy's

hope was thwarted. But in his History of the Baptist Missiomns

he gave details on what happened and discussed the whole
issue: Anthony L. Davis, sub-agent in charge of the United
Band in the Fort Leavenworth vicinity, was displaced by a
certain Dr. James, and

Dr. James was appointed sub-agent for a band which
some were endeavoring to take to a country high up

L1pia,
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the Missouri. They had been encamped about a year
near Ft. Leavenworth, in charge of A. L. Davis, Esq.
He had, by a recent order, been directed to a site
chosen him on the Osage River and was likely to
take all or nearly all the Putawatomies with him to
the home provided for them permanently. But the
appointment of VUr. James turned the current of their
wishes. He was entreated by us to use his influence
to induce the Putawatomies to locate in a place from
which, it was believed, they would not have occasion
to remove. But he was resolved on taking as many of
them as possible up the Missouri. Nobody pretended
to think that they would be allowed to remain there;
but the agent argued that they could not find any
place from which they would not be forced by white
men . . . . The protection of the frontier was in
charge of General Gaines. He, without waiting for
orders from Washington, gathered the Putawatomies
together, and conveyed them up the Missouri to the
place contemplated. This removal occurred between
the 20th and the last of July, 1837. It appeared
that the Department of Indian Affairs had not antic-
ipated this removal at that time, for on the 2lst
of July, the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Mr.
Harris, assigning to him the matter of removal, and
enjoining on him to endeavor to get their consent
to go to the country set apart for them within the
Indian territory . . . . The Putawatomi tribe was
now become divided. Mr. Davis . . . was collecting
as many as he could within his agency, which em-
braced also several other tribes. Those in favor
of their locatinmg on the Missouri were vigilant, and

. reported to the Putawatomies, who had not yet
declded which place they would settle that the
government desired all to go up the Missouri. Emi-
grants from Michigan and Indiana were still arriving,
and some pains were taken by us, and not without
success, to let them know the nature of the instruc-
tions to Gen. Atkinson and others, which had emanated
from the Department of Indian Affairs on that
subject 16

1615aac McCoy, op. cit., pp. 581, 582.
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Thus, Departmental confusion resulted in a division of the
United Band at the time of the departure from the Platte
Purchase, with a small minority proceeding to the new Pota-
watomi reservation on the Osage River. The hastiness of
the eviction of the Indians in the summer of 1837 is ver§
understandable in view of the fact that the area became a
part of the state of Missouri on March 28, by presidential
proclamation.17

Robert Simerwell personally inspected both of the
reservations mentioned as projected homes for the Pota-
watomi. There is also one indication that he and his com-
panions gave further impetus to the anti-Iowa campaign. On
March 20, 1835, with Mr. Meeker as an associate, Simmerwell
journeyed up the Missouri River, "to examine the land
assigned to ?ottawatomie by the Treaty of Chicago."18 On
the return journey they remained for a time at the camp of
the Potawatomi chieftain, Queh-que-tah, who with 450 fol-
lowers had settled among the Kickapoo near Fort Leavenwérﬁh,

on the Kansas side of the river.l9 It is probable that he .

17

Elliot, op. cit., p. 170.

ct

18Moore, loc. cit., p. 32.

191pi4.
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was the same individual as the '"Quish-que-1lah," who, accord-
ing to another authority, wrote a most eloquent argument to
the President of the United States, November 20 of the same
year. Therein he protested againsé the Iowa location and
favored the Osage River vicinity:

We do not like the country high up on the Missouri
River; wood is very scarce. We should be too near
the Naudowises, Sioux, Pawnees, and other Indians
who we fear would be unfriendly and troublesome.
The country is nearer to these tribes and further
from the white settlements than we expected . .
There is good country on the Osage River . . . If
you will allow us to settle on the Osage River,
instead of the land high up the Missouri, we should
be glad to hear you say so soon, for we are very
anxious to get on our land. We have been told that
the white people want the land on the Platte. 1If
we were to settle on the Missouri River above them,
perhaps theg would wish to extend their settlements
there also.20

Some educated white person evidently aided the.chief in the
composition of such a letter, as was often the custom with

"Indian" correspondence, petitions, and memorials. We may

OCarman, op. cit., pp. 74, 75. 1In this publication
the chief's name is spelled "Qhish-que-1ah," but all indica-
tions point to his identity with "Queh-que-tah' as taken by
Moore from the Simerwell Papers. Carman's research also
provides other good examples of Potawatomi dissatisfaction
with the Iowa reservation. For example, there is the
letter of Luther Rice, former Hampton Institute student and
instructor at Carey Mission School, Michigan, who accompa-
nied a detachment of the Illinois Potawatomi to the West on
an exploring expedition in the spring of 1835, p. 77.
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also suspect that Simerwell's visit influenced its content.
The inspection trip to the Osage country took place

in the fall of 1835. 1In this instance Simerwell's travel-
ing companion was an unnamed chief of the Potawatomi tribe.
The results and impressions of the journey were summed up by
Simerwell as follows:

The old chief was much pleased with the land and that

winter two companies of Indians visited Washington

to try to persuade the government to substitute lands

on the Osage River for the land assigned them by the

Treaty of Chicago.

A chanée existed to concentrate all the Potawatomi

Bands together on the Osage River reservation, the area
otherwise specifically set aside for the Potawatomi of
Indiana by the Treaty of February 11, 1837.%22 As it was,
the great majority of the United Band Indians went off to
Council Bluffs where they continued their more primitive
ways. This occurred despite the presence of the Chicago
Potawatomi and the .mixed-bloods. A small minority of the
band, almost exclusively from Michigan, proceeded to the

Osage River where for ten yeérs they dwelt with the Indiana

Potawatomi. There they had much better opportunity for .

21Moore, loc. cit., p. 33.

22U. S. Statutes at Large, VII, 532.
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advancement in agriculture, education, and the arts of civi-
lization. Thus the later attempt to unify all the Indian
elements from Iowa reservation with those from the Osage
River had small likelihood of success. This plan came into
play with the treaty of 1846,23 when both groups moved to
the Kansas River Reserve, just west of Topeka. Out of that
later failure to achieve unity lay the general basis for the
re-division of the total tribe into two Bands. Apart from
the diversities already existing before the removal from
east of the Mississippi, the intervening ten years were
plainly most important in determining whether an authentic
union could be achieved. The study of the two Potawatomi -
Reservations during those critical years will be a picture
of contrasts rather than similarities.

Demoralization and discouragement characterized the
era of Potawatomi residence in the Platte Purchase. The
government provided subsistence.24 Isaac McCoy mentioned,

in 1837, that the Indians, excluded both from the chase and

231pid., IX, 853.

24"MUSter Roll of the Chicago Agency Pottawatomi
Indians Sussisted on the North Side of the Missouri River
near Ft. Leavenworth west of the Mississippi River under
Anthony L. Davis . . . in the Quarter ending 31lst December,
1863," Letters Received, Ft. Leavenworth Agency File, 1835-
1836, OIA.



29

farming activities, depended entirely on Indian Department
officials for their daily bread.?? And in a letter of May 1,
1835, Simerwell wrote this account:

The Putawatomies are still unsettled and are be-

coming distressingly poor. They had expected that

this spring the government would have placed them

on their own lands, where they could commence cul-

tivating the soil, but in this they have been dis-

appointed. At least they cannot now be removed to

their own land in time to raise a crop the present

season. To subsist by the chase is out of the

question. They are becoming much discouraged and

are going into debt for provisions.
On March 1, 1837, Simerwell described the condition of the
Indians as desperate: drunkenness abounded; they had lost
all confidence in the government; and uncertainty about the
time and place of their removal was demoralizing them. At
the conclusion of this letter he feelingly added the remark,
'""We need the prayers of the saints,"?7
Knowledge of this period depends in a large degree

on the missionaries' reports, but actually missionary activ-

ity of all kinds was minimal. The untiring Simerwell made

25

History of Baptist Indian Missions, op. cit., p.

581.

Simerwell to L. Bolles, Boston, in Simerwell
Papers, File No. 4, correspondence and reports, 1834-1839,
Division of Manuscripts, Kansas State Historical Society,
Topeka, Kansas. Hereafter cited as KSHS.

27Ibid., Simerwell to Bolles.
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progress with the Potawatomi language and prepared a hymn
book. He also continued to instruct the Indians as well as
he could in the circumstances°28 Charles Felix Van Quicken-
borne, pioneer superior of.the Jesuit missions of Missouri;
made brief contact with the United Band on a western mis-
sionary journey in 1835. He met several Cathqlics among an
exploring party intent upon inspecting the Iowa 1ands.29
Van Quickenborne received such encouragement from this
chance visit with the Pota&atomi that in September, 1835, he
petitioned Lewis Cass, Secretary of War, for financial
assistance to oﬁen a school for the tribe, as authorized in
some of the treaty provisions. Cass approved the projected
school for the Kickapoos, mentioned in the same petition,
but refused any arrangément for such an establishment for
the United Band,30

During 1837, Van Quickenborne, working out of the

nearby Jesuit Kickapoo mission, visited the Potawatomi on

28Solomon Peck, History of American Missions
(Worcester, Mass.: Spooner and Howland, 1840), p. 543.

29Garraghan, op. cit., I, 425. According to this
authority, the reports of this expedition, under a Mr.
Gordon, were primarily responsible for the diverting of
elements of the United Band to the Platte Purchase.

Otbid., pp. 426, 427.
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the east bank of the Missouri River and baptized fourteen
children., Some of the better known Chicago Indians, Chief
Billy Caldwell, Lafromboise, Chavalier, and Bourbonnet acted
as sponsors.,31 This seems to have been the extent of
Catholic ﬁissionary activity among these Indians during the
sojourn in the Missouri vicinity. Out of these early con-
tacts of Van Quickenborne, however, arose the sequence of
events which led to the establishment of a mission at Council
Bluffs and also at Sugar Creek on the Oéage River Potawatomi
reservation.

In presenting a discussion of selected topics relat-
ing to the era of Potawatomi residence in Iowa Territory, we
first emphasize a trait which has direct bearing on our spe-
cific field of inquiry. We must examine the persistent ten-
dency of these people to intermingle with and welcome the
presence of the white man. The Potawatomi had an inclina-
tion from very early times to associate with, to intermarry
with, and generally to intermingle with people of white and
European background. French names became plen£iful within
their various bands. This custom of giving fraternity, even

tribal membership, to whites was not unique with these

3l1pid., p.. 428.
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Indians. Nevertheless, a thorough study of some of their
VAﬂgonqwhn cousins, especially the Kickapoos; will show that
they had the very opposite tendency. By the time of the
Treaty of Chicago, August 21, 1821,32 many French and some
English names came to prominence in the leadership in sev-
eral groups of the Potawatomi. The treaty signatoriés in-
cluded Bertrand, Burnett, Moran, Riley, and Le Clerc.33
When Chicago held elections for the first time, August 7,
1826, out of the thirty-five total votes cast,

three-fourths of them were Indians and mixed-bloods,

and the following exercised the right of ballot:

Daniel Bourassa, Antoine Oilmette, Francis Lafrom-

boise, Claude Lafromboise, Joseph Pothier, Jean

Baptiste Beaubien, William Caldwell and Alexander

Robinson. 34 ‘

Some cf these personalities have previously been.en—
countered on the Platte Purchase in Missouri; a few of them
continued as persons of distinction on the reservation in
Iowa. Only a dwindling number of them survived to make the
move to Kansas after the Treaty of 1846, but nearly all the

family names endured to the twentieth century, especially

within the Citizen Band. Also, to intermingle with the

32y, 5. statutes at Large, VII, 218.

33Kappler, op. cit., II, 198.

34Garraghan, op. cit., I, 423.



33
whites and to continue to intermarry with them was a perse- -
vering practice in Kansas. It would be one of the habitual;
never-failing characteristics of the Citizen Band on their
Indian Territory Reservation (®klahoma). We shall supply
abundant evidence to substantiate these statements; now we
proceed tb examine the trait at Council Bluffs.

As related to this topic, there was one clear-cut
protest about moving to Iowa in the first place. Chief
Quish-queh-lah's letter of November, 1835, from near Fort
Leavenworth, included the objection that the country "high
up the Missouri" was not only close to numerous warlike
Indian tribes '"but further from the white settlements than
we expected." Although it was an ideal with certain offi-
cials of the Indian Department to ;ransPIant the Indians
east of the Mississippi to certain areas in the West where
they would be in minimum contact with whités, some of the
Potawatomi did not especially agree with this. As far as
the Iowa reserve was EOncerned, as it turned out, the chief
actually had no real basis for worry. There were white
the Indian reservation. This situation became more and more
noticeable as the white settlements advanced both in Iowa

territory and northwestern Missouri.
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There were two groups of white men living on the
reservation around Council Bluffs: the legal or authorized
individuals and the illegal intruders. Comments by the sub-
agents and Department officials were mainly devoted to the
unlawful types, but there were some instances of fault-
finding with the legal ones, especially the traders. The
most frequent complaint about this latter category of enter-
prising promoters concerned their alleged activities in the
illegal liquor traffic. The problem of whiskey occupied
more space in the letters and official reports than any
other subject. Stephen Cooper, one of our better witnesses
among the sub-agents, suggested in 1841 that some of the
traders, especially Joseph Robidoux, Roy Tapper, éﬁd John B,
Sarpy were bringing ardent spirits up the Missouri in their
boats and were distributing them to the Indians. This was a
real problem, for, as he put it, "It is a difficult matter
to get positive proof of these things."3? Cooper, in the

same letter; blamed the mixed-bloods and intruding whites

35Stephen Cooper, Council Bluffs sub-agent, to
Joshua Pilcher, superintendent, St. Louis, October 2, 1841,
Letter Book VIII, Clark Papers, MSS, which is mainly a
collection of Letter Books and other papers pertaining to
the United States Superintendency of Indian Affairs, St.
Louis, 1807-1855: Division of Manuscripts, Kansas State
Historical Society, Topeka, hereafter cited as Clark Papers.
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for cooperating with the traders in carrying on the liquor
traffic. This was a constant topic in the official corres-
pondence of the time. Earlier, at the time of Cooper's first
arrival at the sub-agency, he reported that he found the
'Indians "in drunkenness, and the country full of whiskey,"
also that persoms engaged in the illegal business were "run-
ning it off in wagons through the night,"36 Apparently he
was not able to bring about much improvement during his term
of service, and the theme of complaint went on under his
Successors.
In January, 1842, the new superintendent in St.

Louis wrote a lengthy letter of instructions to Joseph W.
Dedrick, Cooper's successor at Council Bluffs. First, he
ordered that Claude La Fromboise be discharged from his
position as interpreter because he had been selling liquor
to the Indians; proof for this charge was not given. The
letter then proceeded to comment on the general status of
affairs within the Potawatomi sub-agency:

Reports from various sources, all concur in repre-

senting the relations between Indians and whites,

within the limits of your sub-agency, as in the

most deplorable condition: and so far as I can
learn, the cause of all the difficulties may be

36Ibid., Cooper to Pilcher, June 17, 1839.
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traced to the introduction and sale of ardent
spirits. It will be your duty on all occasions
to use every possible execution to suppress
this illegal trade.37
There is also no evidence that Dedrick was any more success-
full than Cooper in bettering the situation.

By June of 1842 a detachment of Dragoons was dis-
patched to Council Bluffs for the twofold purpose of con-
trolling any potential incursions on the pért of the Sioux
and also attempting to control the whiskey traffic, 38 Agent
Richard W, Cummins; Fort Leavenworth, reported that the
Potawatomi were very happy in having the presence of the
military under the command of Captain John H. Burgwin. 'Thé
fear of the Sioux was relieved, and the chiefs expresseé
their hope that the troops would guard their people on two
lines, that between them and the Sioux and that between them
and the whiskey. Most encouragingly, the indians promised
to report the whites if they again attempted to bring in

liquor.39

37p..p. Mitchell, St. Louis superintendent, to J. W.
Dedrick, January 24, 1842, Letter Book VII, Clark Papers.

38Richard W. Cummins, Fort Leavenworth agent, to
Mitchell, June 14, 1842, Letter Book VIII, Clark Papers;
Louis Pelzer, Marches of the Dragoons in the Mississippi
Valley (Iowa City: State Historical Society, 1917), p. 93.

391bid., Cummins.



37

As the reports of the sub-agent clearly indicate,
the efforts of the Dragoons to enforce prohibition were in
some minor degree successful during the next two years, but
in the beginning a bit of comedy developed. First, the
Indians took it upon themselves to coach Captain Burgwin on
the best tactics to use against both the Sioux and the
liquor runners: '"The Commanding Officer made some proposi-
tion to the Indians in regard to discoveries, which I highly
approved of, but the Indians advised him to lie still, and
rest his horses, and in case of emergency his force would be
together, and his horses would be fresh."40 Next, the half-
breeds miserably failed to cooperate. The agent bitterly
complained that the procedure of destroying the whiskey
stocks effected little or notﬁing, ""as they can lose half of
each barrel and still make'a good profit." He went on to
state that the system of requiring that Indians and half-
breeds be brought before a U. S. Court was entirely too slow
and tedious, and that the agent .or army officer should be

permitted to take summary action. These officials, he

40Daniel Miller, Council Bluffs agent, to Mitchell,
July 1, 1842, Letter Book VIII, Clark Papers. The Council
Bluffs agent, with area jurisdiction, was distinguished from
the Council Bluffs sub-agent, who had the immediate care of
the Potawatomi of Iowa Territory.
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argued, should have authority to impose fines then and there,
although the accused might yet have the right of appeal.
But in the midst of all these troubles, even the Dragoons
had gotten mixed up in the liquor evil:

A case is said to have just occurred in the Command-
ing Officer's camp near this place, - a half-breed
Indian introduced a saddle bag full of whiskey bot-
tles near the camp of the Dragoons, and so managed
that the troops got the liquor, got drunk, threw the
camp into confusion, and when the liquor was sought
for by the Commander to destroy it, it was already
destroyed by the drunken soldiers (drunk up).41

In his letter of July 1, 1842, Agent Daniel Miller
also expressed dissatisfaction with the half-breeds'and
whites in more general terms, and this set the pattern for
many such letters from Potawatomi areas in later times:

. we are laboring under an annoyance here by
Indians and half-breeds who are not in the employ-
ment of the Government, nor employed by men that
the Government has placed here. They are not ad-
vancing their own interests nor the interest of
the nation, in civilization, -- to all appear-
ances they must for the most part either live by
begging or stealing, if the latter, there is con-

siderable complaint . . . . And too, we are
greatly annoyed with men who do not, by descent
belong to Indian tribes here -- men who are reck-

less in point of moral character, who fly from
post to post, and who frequently claim a right in
the Indian country from the circumstances of living
in the Indian country with an Indian woman, which

4lMiller to Mitchell, July 2, 1842, Letter Book VIII,
Clark Papers.
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in most of such cases is very prejudiced to the:
peace and good being of the Indians.

The following spring, Superintendent Mitchell was again
registering complaints in a vein similar to that of the
Potawatomi sub-agent:

Many complaints, coming from the Indians and
traders within your sub-agency have reached this
office, in relation to the great number of whites
residing in the Indian country without license

or permission of any kind from the proper auth-
orities. The Government was long since aware of
this, and consequently the necessary laws have
been enacted to prevent all such persons from
passing into, or residing in the Indian country.43

In view of subsequent events it is safe to assume that the
effort to exclude whites from the Iowa Potawatomi reserva-
tion by the device of law was wholly inadequate.

Sub-agents for the United Band at Council Bluffs
apparently did not hold great length of tenure. Dedrick had
replaced Cooper in early 1842; by summer of that year, as
the citations have indicated, D. D, Miller, the area agent
was handling Potawatomi affairs; and by May of the next year

John B. lLuce was replaced by Richard Smith Elliot.%4 Elliot

“2vi1ler to Mitchell, July 1, 1842, Letter Book VIII,
Clark Papers.

43Mitchell to John B. Luce, Council Bluffs sub-agent,
May 13, 1843, Letter Book VII, Clark Papers. Emphasis '
supplied.

4%1bid. Part of the burden of this letter was to
inform Luce that he was being replaced.
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was by all odds the most fascinating personality discovered
among the officials of the Indian Department in the course
of this entire study. He continued at Council Bluffs until
his resignation, in the autumn of 1845, in order to conduct
the Potawatomi Chiefs' famous embassy to see the ''Great
White Father."#3 His employment by the Department was, for
him, only a passing adventure mixed in with his many varied
experiences in the West. We can hardly regard him as a
typical Indian agent. To understand this fully it would be
necessary to read at length from his already much cited book,

Notes Taken in Sixty Years. In addition to being a man of

many occupations, he was a humorist, a critic, aﬁd in many
senses a realist. All this is by way of introduction to his
reports on the mingling of the Indians with the whites.

The subject of whiskey continued to be aﬁ item of
correspondence during Elliot's administration. There was
only one instance where there was a report of a definite im-
provement in the situation:

I have recently received a letter from Agent'Miller
of the 5" of March ultimo: in which he informs me
that the Indians of your sub-agency have at length

determined to put a stop to the illicit introduction
of whiskey among their people; and for that purpose

45Elliot, op. cit., p. 199.
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have actually organized companies of light horse

to scour the country and arrest all-smugglers: it
appears, too, from this communication that they
have lately made some seizures, and either detained
the items or imposed fines on the delinquents.46

Evidently this vastly improved attitude did not last long.

In his text for the Annual Report of the Commissioner of

Indian Affairs, July, 1845, Elliot was painting the same old
picture of the illegal liquor traffic.4?

This intrepid sub-agent also developed a noteworthy
discussion of the whole subject of white-Indian intermin-
gling in his 1845 report. His thought on the subject de-
parted radically from that of some of his predecessors who
could see no good whatsoever in such practices. The Elliot
thesis is considered so important to the present writer's
problem that its text is given here at length:

The residence of industrious white men in the Indian
country, when intermarried with the Indians, is use-
ful in promoting civilization. We do not look for
perpetuity of a pure-blooded Indian race. That is
already impossible: and as the children of white men
with Indian wives follow the condition of the mother,

and are members of the tribe, it does not seem im-
proper to permit such connexions in cases where the

46Thomas Harvey, St. Louis superintendent, to Elliot,
April 5, 1844, Letter Book VII, Clark Papers.

47Annua1 Report of the Commissioner of Indian
Affairs (Washington: Government Printing Office, 1829-1908),

1845, p. 553. This Annual Report hereafter cited as
R.C.I.A.
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general conduct of the white man is unobjection-
able. Whatever advances the Pottawatomies have
made towards civilization have been promoted in
a greater degree by the intermixture of white
with the tribe, than any other cause. These carry
with them the habits of our race: and though the
standard of imitation which they constitute for
the Indians may not be considered high, yet it is
for that reason more attainable by the latter.
Their houses and farms are constant example, and
they are able to do much in teaching agriculture
in a simple and rude manner. It also seems that
the issues of mixed blood, arising from such
connexions, is much better fitted to adopt our
habits than full-blood Indians. The half-breeds,
men.and women, among the Pottawatomies, all wear
the dress of the whites, and adopt our mode of
life so far as their knowledge and means enable
them to do so. The half-breed women almost in-
variably marry white men, if they can get them,
and do their best to rank as good housewives,
but it is a little singular that the half-breed
men, while they build houses, make small farms,
and dress and live like the whites, generally
marry full-blooded Indian women. A full-blood
Indian woman (at least among the Pottawatomies
here), with a white man or half-breed as a
husband, always dresses her children, so far as
she knows how, after the fashion of the whites
and generally observes the same rule herself.48

Following this rather observant disquisition; Elliot then
included the rather unusual remark that the traders of the
area were conforming to the regulations and that he had '"no
censure to pass upon them, "49

It will be one of the contentions in this study that

4SIbid., p. 552. Emphasis supplied.

491pid,
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the Elliot thesis was in a very large measure vindicated in
the rise and history of the Citizen Band. This is based, of
course, on one of his assumptions, namely, that it was not
particularly possible, desirable nor necessary that the
Potawatomi attempt to preserve the pure Indian blood. It
accepts also the corollary assumption that their amalgama-
tion with the white race contained much of positive merit.
Elliot prefaced his exposition on the intermingling of the
races with an unqualified advocacy of the position that the
Indian should take the way of the white man:

He must be dressed in the costume of the white man,

and taught to use the axe, to make fence and plough,

to plant, cure, and husband the crops, to take care

of stock, and to work at the carpenter's, miller's,

smith's, and other trades:. The same course of train-

ing, in pursuits suitable to them, must be adopted

with the girls.50

Paradoxically, this program was not followed at

Council Bluffs. This study will show that there was only
the most feeble effort to provide education, and none at all
on the part of the government. But on the other reservation
of the Potawatomi, within the Osage River sub-agency, almost

every detail of Elliot's recommendations was pursued with

vigor. One can easily argue that the Potawatomi of Kansas,

301pid., pp. 551, 552.
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almost exclusively from Indiana and Michigan, were more
receptive to it. Nevertheless, the later effort to unify
them with the Indians from Council Bluffs was increasingly
bound to failure due to the negligence suffered by the
latter for more than ten years. This was one of the ele-
ments in the split of the tfibe on the Kaw River in 1861; a
subject to be fully devgloped° Yet, from the heterogeneous
elements in the Iowa United Band; especially the mixed-
bloods and more agricultural types, came some percentage of
the Citizen Band. These had little difficulty in assuming a
uniform status with the civilized Indians from the Osage
River, and they continued to provide influence and leader-
ship, as was their wont from the days of Potawatomi great-
ness in the vicinity of the Great Lakes.

One of the features of the history of the United
Band at Council Blikffs was preoccupation with the great
Sioux tribe. We have seen that the proximity of this mighty
nation was omé‘of’the expressed deterrents to the origimal
Potawatomi movement to the area. During nearly all their
years there, 1837-1847, the fear of the Sioux was a regular
subject of correspondence on the part of officials of the
Indian Department. No general war ever developed, but there

were skirmishes, raids, and periods of crisis and dread.
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Two conclusions can be drawn from a study of the Potawatomi-
Sioux relations: first, for one reason or the other, the
Sioux showed a marked degree of restraint about making war;
second, the Potawatomi, notwithstanding their alleged terror;
at times indicated signs of mounting a counter attack--even
of taking the offensive, if this should become necessary or
advantageous. The willingness of the Potawatomi to be war-
riors accentuated the fact that some large portion of the
Indians at the Bluffs were not of the quiet, domestic type.
It also helps to explain how it was that there were later
elements among the Potawatomi in Kansas who were capable of
opposing the Pawnee in battle, even of defeating them in a
bloody skirmish as late as 1855. The warrior type of Indian
also showed little interest in agriculture either in Iowa or
Kansas and generally indicated little favor for sectionizing
in 1861. These latter developments and conclusions will be
explained in due course, but the immediate problem is to de-
scribe the situation at Council Bluffs.

Specifically, it was the Yankton Sioux, whose village
was about 360 miles farther up the Missouri, with whom the

Potawatomi were in contention.”l As early as 1839, there

51Garraghan, op. cit., I, 442,
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were raids and bloodshed from that quarter. It was one of
the objectives of the visit of the Jesuit, Peter De Smet, at
the Yankton village in May of that year to negotiate a févor-
able peace between the Sioux and Potawatomio52 -‘This was par-
tially accomplished when the Sioux agreed '"to make presents
to the children of the Potawatomi warriors who had been
slain and to agree to visit the Potawatomi and smoke with
them the calumet of peace."53 This friendly visit of the
Sioux, with the ensuing easing of tension, was reported by
the sub-agent to the superintendent at St. Louis on the last
day of the year. He described the Potawatomi as in a condi-
tion of "amity and exchange of friendly intercourse with tﬁe
indigenous tribes of the Missouri and its vicinity, the
Yahkton Sioux having recently visited the. Pottawattamas and
professed their disposition to be friendly and were well
received. "%

The sub-agent expressed premature optimism. 1In his

report of October 12, 1840, published in the Anaual Report,

he alluded briefly to another Potawatomi-Sioux embroilment.

321pid.

331bid., p. 443,

54Cooper to Pilcher, December 31, 1839, Letter Book
VIII, Clark Papers.
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A party of dragoons arrived under the command of Colonel
Stephen Watt Kearny, who, although present for only a few
days, aided in re-establishing order and confidence.”?? In
October of the following year, the same sub-agent, Cooper,
mentioned in a letter to the superintendent that the Rever-
end Isaac McCoy had conferred with the Potawatomi on the
subject of the Sioux threat and presumed that McCoy had made
a report on the parley.56

As we shall point out later, Isaac McCoy, while act-
ing as an emissary of the government, was soundly rebuffed
in 1840 in his attempt to persuade the Potawatomi to move
from their Iowa lands. Consequently, his summary of the
situation with the Sioux must be construed in that back-
ground. His letter of October 28, 1841, to John C. Spencer,
Secretary of War, received the attention of Mr. Carman in
his recent and well organized legal brief. The important
feature relating to our present discussion was that McCoy
reported the fact rhat the Potawatomi were found atrempting
to line up a combination of allies from other Indian tribes

with a view to waging a war of extermination on the Sioux,

53R.C.I.A., 1840, p. 321.

56Cooper to Pilcher, October 2, 1841, Letter Book
VIII, Clark Papers.
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this in reply to their attacks.57
T. Hartley Crawford, Commissioner of Indian Affairs,
included the same alarming news in his general report to

the Secretary of War as published in the Annual Report for

1841.7°8 He also submitted therein a ébpy'of his own letter
to Agent Richard W, Cummins, Fort Leavenworth, urging him to
restrain the Potawatomi in their warlike plans.59 One of the
oddities in the affair was that Crawford observed that the
agent for the Sioux maintained that his Indians were strictly
inclined to be peaceful.60 That seemed to imply that the
Potawatomi were the aggressors. Whatever the facts were,
here at least was evidence of United B;ﬁd determination to
'fight back, although nothing drastic culminated from their
ambitious plan.

McCoy's account expressed considerable alarm over
the potentialities of the condition of tension between the
two tribes. He went on to emphasize that the Sioux outnum-

bered the Potawatomi by the count of twenty-seven or eight

57Carman, op. cit., pp. 78, 79. -

58R.C.I1.A., 1841, p. 257. M%%“*~.-~.h~

391bid., p. 281.

601pid., p. 257.
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thousand to two thousand, and that the latter ought to be
removed from Iowa to a reserve to the westward of their
brethren on the Osage River in Kansas.61 In a second letter
to the Secretary of War, dated Westport, Missouril, December
22, 1841, he stated that immediately after completing his
first report, old chief Wah-bon-seh arrived with four chiefs,
three of whom were also Potawatomi chiefs but residing on
the Kickapoo Reservation. They declared that the Potawatomi
"have come to the settled conclusion that they never can be
safe in their present location'" and that they had no hope of
ever being able to wage war successfully with their ancient,
powerful enemy. They further asserted that this was the con-
clusion "of all the Pottawatomies excepting a very incon-
siderable number who reside in the immediate vicinity of the
Trading Post."62 McCoy also wrote in his second letter that
he restrained the Indians in their plan to send a delegatiom
to Washington to negotiate for a new reservation southwest of

the Missouri, for they had accepted his promise to submit the

proposal to the Department in their stead.®3

61Carman, op. cit., p. 79.
621pid., pp. 80, 81.

631bid., pp. 81, 28.
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Thus the records for 1841 reveal a certain amount of
contradiction and factionalism among the Potawatomi with re-
spect to the Sioux threat. The question was whether fo run
or fight, but, regardless of our conclusions, the fact is
that they did not run, neither then nor later. And when the
Treaty of 1846 did finally effect the removal to Kansas the
matter of Sioux pressures was not especially an item of con-
cern. The events of the following years will partially ex-
plain this.

The episodes of 1842 included thé arrival at Council
Bluffs of a detachment of Dragoons under Captain Burgwin
(previously mentioned in ¥eference to attempted liquor con-
trol) and a big council with the Indians by Agent Richard
Cummins from Fort Leavenworth. The latter was responsible
for calling back to safety a party of forty Potawatomi who
went out to hunt on the '"most exposed frontier."®* This had
more of the appearance of Potawatomi bravado than terror in
the proximity of the Sioux. But Cummins did report that
fear was about; "many families through fear of the Sioux had
left their habitations and farms and gone to where there were

larger settlements for safety."65

64cummins to Mitchell, June 14, 1842, Letter Book
VIII, Clark Papers.

651pi4.
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Captain Burgwin reassured the Potawatomi that the
"Great Father'" could protect them, that he did not wish his
red children to be at war but desired that they all live in
peace and friendship. The chiefs agreed with everything,
wrote. Cummins, and expressed themselves as gratified that
"those who left their farms for fear of being killed by the
Sioux would move back."66 In July, describing a visit to
the Bluffs, Agent Daniel Miller found the Indians apprecia-
tive of the presence of the troops.67 He recounted the help-
fﬁ@h@ss of the Potawatomi in coaching the commander of the
Dragoons on effective tactics to be used in handling both
the Sioux and the rum-runners. In fact, from the content of
the entire letter, it is evident that Miller had spent much
more time lecturing the Indians about the evil effects of
whiskey than he had in discussing the Sioux threat.68 on
August 9, subFagent Joseph W. Dedrick informed the superin-
tend that fear of the Sioux had declined appreciably, and

that the troops were still on guard.69 While the company of

661hid.

67Miller to Mitchell, July 1, 1842, Letter Book
VIII, Clark Papers.

681bid.

69Dedrick to Mitchell, August 9, 1842, Letter Book
VIII, Clark Papers.



52
Dragoons may well have been a deterrent to the Sioux, to
judge from events much later in the history of the West this
minor military force was not capable of coping with the

twenty-seven or eight thousand mentioned by McCoy. ‘The

Sioux evidently showed restraint.

Richard Elliot, who took the post of sub-agent at
Council Bluffs in May, 1843, gave his views on the Potawatomi-
Sioux issue in his report of September 26 of that year.70
Elliot thought that the Dragoons were somewhat effective in
keeping down the liquor traffic but that they were not
strictly necessary as a protection against the Sioux. The
latter attacked the Pawnee during the past summer, he re-
ported, but as a matter of record had never sent a real war
party against the Potawatomi, only some small hunting parties
who commitfed murder and theft somewhat on their own and with
no purpose of making war as such. The sub-agent expressed
the opinion that the government had no obligation to maintain
the troops at Council Bluffs, for, although the general obli-
gation to protect the Potawatomi did exist, there would be
no breaking of the treaty stipulations, "as while there is

no danger, there is of course no call for protection.' This

703 c.1.A., 1843, p. 395.
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bit of wisdom was followed by a tongue-in-cheek recommenda-
tion related to the desirability of removing the Potawatomi,
a subject which he reflected upon earlier in the report:
These Indians, however, are much afraid of the Sioux,
and I have no doubt that if the company [Dragoons]
were withdrawn, they would discover many additional
reasons for making a treaty next spring or summer.
I do not advance this as a reason why the company
should be withdrawn, but_only as a matter of informa-
tion for the Department.

The Dragoons were shortly withdraﬁn and not entirely
with happy consequences. Whether the Department followed
the sub-agent's suggestion for the reason, which he slyly -
stated he was not giving, cannot be determined. But in
March, 1844, Elliot was urging the Department to dispatch
another military force to him: The Potawatomi were in a
quarrel with the Omaha and Oto Indians; there was a rumor
of a large Sioux war party being collected to descend upon
his district; whether the Sioux were coming or not he
required at least one company of Dragoons to help preserve
the peace of the neighborhood.72 In a letter of the fol-

lowing month he again demanded troops, but this time with

a qualification of his previous appeal. Messengers to Fort

.

711bid.v Emphasis supplied.

72g11i0t to Harvey, St. Louis superintendent, March
18, 1844, Letter Book VIII, Clark Papers.
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Vermillion learned from a trader that there was no Sioux
threat at all, Two hundred of the members of that tribe did
come along about the first of April and expressed the inten-
tion of attacking the Omaha. The trader, M. S. Cerre, gave
them séme tobacco and powder and informed them that the
Omaha had moved down to Council Bluffs, "upon which they
turned back." The sub-agent's analysis is interesting:

Our messengers saw no Indians on the way, and report-
that the Sioux are as much afraid of the Potawatomies
as the Potawatomies are of them. These facts sustain
the view taken in my annual report, and I state them
to you, in order that my request for troops may not
be referred to the danger of a Sioux party visiting -
us. I do not participate in the fear of the Indians,
who are actually afraid to go sixty miles towards

the Sioux country to hunt for game which abounds in
that region . 3

There was no evidence that the troops were ever sent
back to Council Bluffs during the Potawatomi interval. 1In
Elliot's extensive report to the Commissioner, Crawford,
July 24, 1845, he did not mention the presence of the mili-
tary, but, '"The Pottawatomies are much afraid of the Sioux,
against whom they have petitioned the government, in pursu-

ance of its pledges, to protect them."74 During that autumn

73g11iot to Crawford, C.I.A., April 22, 1844, Letter
Book VIII, Clark Papers.

74R.C.I.A., 1845, p. 552.
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Elliot resigned and accompanied a distinguished group of

Potawatomi chieftains to Washington. In his Notes Taken in

Sixty Years, he described their speeches and antics in some

detail, but there was no emphasis on the Sioux peril. 01d
Wah-boﬁ-seh may have been conﬁinced in 1841, according to
the testimony 6f Isaac Mchy, that the Potawatomi were in an
impossible location due to the proximity of the Sioux; while
in Washington, 1845, he did ndt even mention this. The gen-
eral theme of the Potawatomi speeches was that the Indians
had a most valuable product for sale, really in a rather
good location.

Thelgbjoﬁrn to the,nati;ﬁ}s capitol had as one of
its objectivés‘to pave the way for a good price for the Iowa
lands. Pressures were developing. It looked very much like
the Potawatomi would be forced from them soon anyway. Whether
there was continued fear of the Sioux or not, it was not a
matter to be stressed at this time. Nevertheless, extant
reports do not indicate that there were any special Sioux
tensions or attacks from the fall of 1845 until the time of
the removal of the United Band to Kansas in 1847. The Pota-
watomi gave a generally good account of themselves during -
the entire period of the Sioux threat. They did not decline

war, 1f it had to be. This is significant when one considers
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the character and reputation of this powerful enemy. Mean-
while, it also seems evident that the Sioux did not press
the issue.

In addition to Sioux troubles, the Potawatomi had
difficulties with some of the smaller tribes in the area,
notably the Iowa, Omaha and Oto. According to sub-agent
John B. Luce, making a report in late 1842, there were only
two hundred Iowa tribesmen thereabouts, these being in a
pitiable state of poverty and hunger and refusing to go to
the reserve appointed for them by their treaty:

The Pottawatomies, to secure their assistance in
fighting the Sioux, invited them to settle on their
lands. But afterwards finding them troublesome
neighbors, called first on Col. Kearny and then on
Captain Berguin to remove them. In both cases,
however, on promisin§ to behave better, they were
suffered to remain.’
The record otherwise seems to verify that nafrative. In
1839, the Potawatomi complained to Colonel Stephen Watts
Kearney about the presence of the Iowa. Whereupon he
promised to remove them. The sub-agent of the time remarked,
"this has not been done, but their village has been burnt by

the Indians of the sub-agency and I hope the Department will

take measures to prevent their again trespassing on the land

"S1uce to Mitchell, December 1, 1842, Letter Book
VIII, Clark Papers.
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assigned to the Pottawatomies . . 76 During 1840 the
situation was about the same: Kearney and the Dragoons
visited the area again and made the same request of the Iowa
to depart, and the Iowa again agreed to do so./7 But, as
indicated above, they were still around in December of 1842,

Luce's letter also contained reference to trouble be-
tween the Potawatomi and the Oto from across the Missouri
River. His Indians recently chased the Oto back across it.
Inasmuch as the Potawatomi repeatedly requested that the
Iowa must go, a good solution would be to move the starving
little band over to live with the Oto. He further suggested
that gifts of provisions, ammunition, and tobacco might aid
in keeping both tribes quiet, ''by lessening the inducement,
and by affording means of punishment."/8 This was the last
mention of the Iowa.in the Potawatomi reports, but the Oto
continued to receive comment, especially in comnection with
the Omaha, also from across the Missouri River,

We have seen»that after the departure of the Dra-

goons, following Elliot's recommendations of 1843, he was

76Cooper to Pilcher, December 31, 1839, Letter Book
VIII, Clark Papers.

7TR.c.1.A., 1840, p. 321.

78592. cit., Luce to Mitchell, December 1, 1842.
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loudly demanding troops again in the spring of 1844. This
was not on account of the Sioux but rather because of dis-
turbances caused by the Omaha and Oto Indians. He wrote that
the Omaha were guilty of serious depredations on the Pota-
watomi during the past winter.’? "I think," he stated, "the
Potawatomies would be perfectly justifiable in exterminating
if they could the Omahas for their conduct during the winter."
The raiders had despoiled the Potawatomi half-breeds, carrying
off their corn, hogs, and food supplies.80 It is significant
that the half-breeds alone were specified as having a surplus
of these things.

Apart from the judgment that the United Band é;n-
tained a proportion of warrior-type Indians, the total pic-
ture of the Iowa reserve emphasizes a somewhat typical Indian
frontier, comparatively untamed and not calculated to promote
the arts of civilization. Subsequent discussion will show
that the Potawatomi on the Osage River in Kansas were able to
live in éuch less disturbed circumstances during the same

period of time. This would be one more consideration in the

79E11:‘Lot to Crawford, April 22, 1844, Letter Book

VIII, Clark Papers.

801p44.
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comparative difference between the two groups when they would

join together on the Kansas River to form a "unified" nation.



CHAPTER III

LIFE AND CUtTURE AT COUNCIL BLUFFS

There were virtually ﬁﬁ schools at any time among
the Potawatomi at Council Bluffs, certainly none ever estab-
lished or subsidized by the government. This phenomenon of
absolutely no progress in a most important aspect of civili-
zation is again germane to a comprehension of what happened
in Kansas when the two great divisions of the tribe were
brought together. We cannot prove that in 1837-1847 the
United Band would have made extensive use of school facili-
ties if such had been available. Nevertheless, the comblete
lack manifestly was an element giving encouragement to the
more primitive Indian manners and customs. Naturally, the
reports and comments of the time included speculation on the
question of just why there was such a negative status of edu-
cation on the Iowa Potawatomi reserve.

The first concrete reference to a plan for providing

a school came in September, 1835, when the Jesuit, Van

60
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Quickenborne, requested both the approval and support of the
government for an educational project. Elbert Herring, Com-
missioner of Indian Affairs, replied that it was true that
the Treaty of 1833 provided for seventy thousand dollars
"for purposes of education and the encouragement of domestic
arts.'" The Indians, he stated, desired that the principal
sum be invested, which it was, in securities bearing five
percent interest. Since, by terms of the treaty, both prin-
cipal and interest could be expended only west of the Missis-
sippi, the Department considered it proper that the interest
be invested also, pending the location of the Indians on
their own reserve. Herring thought that the complete removal
would be complete within two years, but meanwhile no arrange-
ment could bg considered involving the expenditure of any of
the education fund, principal or interest. The Department
would "at a proper time'" determine what proportion of the
money might be devoted to schools and to domestic arts, and
at that time Van Quickenborne's ''wishes . . . on the subject
will be respectfully considered."?

Peter Verhaegen, S. J., succeeded Van Quickenborne

in the office of superior of the Jesuits of Missouri and

1Herring to Van Quickenborne, September 22, 1835,
cited in Garraghan, op. cit., I, 427.
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and missions. On August 5, 1837, he wrote to the Secretary
of War stating that the Indians at Council Bluffs had re-
cently requested a Catholic school and that their petition
would follow soon.2 The petition, duly sent, was signed
September 12, 1837, by Wah-bon-seh and Pierish Le Claire.
They declared that the Potawatomi having reached their per-
manent location, a matter now assured, were 'disposed to
better their situation by the introduction of the domestic
arts and education amongst them . . .'" They wished a school
for their children, "with the least possible delay," and re-
quested that the Catholic Missionary Society of Missouri
establish and teach it, because "many of the nation have em-
braced the Catholic religion and will by this arrangement be
enabled to enjoy the comforts of their religion." Also,
there was a "common feeling of the nation in favor of the
Catholic clergy' who spoke both the French and English lan-
guages.3 The writer wishes to interject the comment here
that his research on the Potawatomi gives him a solid doubt
about the content of any petition containing the claim of

having the backing of the general consensus of the tribe.

2Garraghan, op. cit., I, 428,

31bid., p. 429.
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Both on the Kansas reservations, and later in the
Indian Territory (Oklahoma), the tactic of forwarding peti-
tions and memorials became more and more routine; so often
they were promoted and signed by a limited number of indi-
viduals. No doubt the views of some pressure group were
always represented. But abundant counter-petitions and
denials frequeﬁtly were sufficlent to make one wonder about
how much general support there was for any given petition.
In the light of subsequent, accumulated evidence, the Wah-
bon-seh - Le Clair memorial evidently did contain the senti-
ment of at least some of the Indian and mixed-blood elements.
As we shall see, however, the Jesuits received a very poor
welcome when they first arrived to establish a mission-post
in 1839. 1In any case, the petition of the.fall of 1837 was
ignored in W’ashington.4

During 1838, Verhaegen made a speedy round trip to
Washington to interview Commissiomer T. Hartley Crawford.
Through the intercession of Senator Thomas H. Benton, he did
succeed in obtaining a private conference.” The commissioner

granted permission for a mission-post among the Potawatomi

41bid., p. 430.

31bid., p. 431.
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of the Iowa reserve, and Verhaegen and his co-workers were
authorized to visit any or all of the tribes of the whole
Indian Territory. But the request for a subsidy for a Pota-
watomi school '"was denied on the ground that the tribe had
not yet occupied the land assigned to them by government
treaty."6 This was identically the reason advanced the pre-
vious year. The Department officials were proving them-
selves to be sticklers over the issue of Indian occupation
of their appointed reserve. We have seen that elements of
“he United Band had moved south from the Platte Purchase to
the Osage River country; also, back in Michigan there were
other stragglers holding out against the migration.7 Yet,
to refuse the available means for establishing a school
among this large concentration of Potawatomi seems to have
been motivated by some other consideration than simply the
fulfillment of one particular of the treaty stipulations. A
possible reason for the Department's attitude will be dis-
cussed shortly.

The Jesuits went ahead with their mission-post plans.

They dispatched two priests and a lay-brother from Fort

61bid., p. 432.

‘R.c.1.A., 1839, p. 438.
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Léavenworth, May 25, 1838, who made their wéy by steamer to
Council Bluffs on May 31.8 One of the priests was Pierre
Jean De Smet (Peter De Smet), later the greatest and best
known of all the Catholic missionaries of the West. One can
speculate on the probability that his career might well have
taken an entirely different turn if the government had
authorized the means for a vigorous school for the Potawatomi
in Iowa. As it was, even the mission-post was only very
temporary. De Smet wrote long and interesting letters during
his brief tenure there. His account of the events attendant
upon the arrival of the missioners contained some enlighten-
ing information.

We arrived among the Potawatomies on the afternoon
of the 3lst of May. Nearly two thousand savages,
in their finest rigs carefully painted in all sorts
of patterns, were awaiting the boat at the landing.
I had not seen so imposing a sight nor such fine
looking Indians in America; the Iowas, the Sauks,
and the Otoes are beggars compared to these. Father
Verreydt and Brother Mazelli went at once to the
camp of the half-breed chief, Mr. Caldwell, four
miles from the river. We were far from finding here
the four or five hundred fervent Catholics we had
been told of at the College of St. Louis. Of the
2,000 Potawatomies who were at the landing, not a
single one seemed to have the slightest knowledge
of our arrival among them, and they all showed
themselves cold and indifferent toward us. Out of
some thirty families of French half-breeds two only

8Garraghan, op. cit., I, 438,
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came to shake hands with us; only a few have been
baptized . . . . A fortnight after we arrived we
discovered one single Catholic Indian . . . The
half-breeds generally seem affable and inclined to
have their children instructed and we receive many
tokens of affection from the Indians themselves .

. The chief has givenius possession of three cabins
and we have changed the fort which Col. Kearney has
given us into a church.?

The letters of the two priests are also helpful in
augmenting our knowledge of the whiskey problem. Whatever
success tﬁey enjoyed was compromised by drunkenness among
the Indians. When the steamer arrived at the Bluffs a year

later, May 30, 1839, the scene was recorded by De Smet as

follows:

Arrival of the steamer Wilmington with provisionms.
A war of extermination appears preparing around the
poor Potawatomies. Fifty large cannon have been
landed, ready charged with the most murderous grape
shot, each containing thirty gallons of whiskey,
brandy, rum, or alcohol. The boat was not as yet
out of sight when the skirmishes commenced. After
the fourth, fifth and sixth discharges the confu-
sion became great and appalling. In all directioms,
men, women and children were seen tottering and
falling; the war-whoop, the merry Indian's song,
cries, savage roarings, formed a chorus. Quarrel
succeeded quarrel. Blows followed blows. The
club, the tomahawk, spears, butcher knives,

IPeter De Smet to Peter Verhaegan, June, 1839, in
Hiram Martin Chittenden and Alfred Talbot Richardson, Life,
Letters and Travels of Father Pierre Jean De Smet, 5. J.,
1801-1873 (4 Vois., New York, 1905), L, 157, 158, quoted in
Garraghan, op. cit., I, 434, 435, Emphasis supplied.
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brandished together in the air. Strange! Aston-
ishing! Only one man, in this dreadful fray, was:
drowned in the Missouri, another severely wounded,"
and several noses lost. The prominent point, as you
well know, the Potawatomies particularly aim at when
well corned . . . I know from good authority that
upwards of eighty barrels of whiskey are on the line
ready to be brought to the payment. No agent here
seems to have the power to put the laws in execution.l0

That word-picture aids in explaining how it was that in suc-
ceeding years the Department put the liquor problem on a
parity with the Sioux threat. Later, too, it may be called
to mind when a resume of Father Hoecken's thorough discussion
of the effects of alcohol on Indiams is included in this
study. This was based upon his observations of them on the
Osage River sub-agency. One of Father Verreydt's accounts

of the Potawatomi propensity for alcohol at Council Bluffs

is also very graphic. He tempers his analysis with a very

definite tone of sympathy:

Our people here like us very much; but they do not
want to listen to our good counsel. Getting drunk is
the only fault they have; otherwise, we would live
here in Paradise. But now, in the condition they are,
it is indeed very disagreeable to live among them . . .
Oh, my friend, it looks very bad to see these poor
creatures ofren like hogs wallowing in the mud . .
Liquor is brought in here with whole cargoes, which
reduces our Indians to extreme poverty, which is, as
you know, the mother of all vice.ll

10pe Smet "to a most dear friend," December, 1839,
quoted in Garraghan, op. cit., I, 439.

1IGarrag‘han, op. cit., I, 445,
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Upon orders from the superiors in St. Louis, the
Jesuits, in August of 1841, abandoned the resident mission-
post at Council Bluffs. They moved down to aid their brother
missioners who were laboring so much more successfully in the
other Potawatomi Mission on Sugar Creek in the Osage River
sub-agency in Kansas.l2 But Father De Smet began to extend
his field of operations to the upper Missouri River and
afterwards to the great Oregon country. From this time,
1841, Council Bluffs received only occasional missionary
visits from the Jesuits, particularly by Father Christian
Hoecken. He understood the Potawatomi language and was the
pioneer Catholic missionary to the Indians of the Osage
River sub-agency. After the Treaty of 1846 and the removal
from Iowa, the United Band again came into the proximity of
the Jesuits on the new reservation in Kansas. But the ques-
tion was: would thg Indians from Council Bluffs and those
from the Osage River be equally receptive to their schools
and ministrations? Much evidence will be supplied to show
that they were not, and this definitely was one of the roots
of the split in the nation.out of which came the Citizen Band.

Since the lack of schools was such an important factor

121p1d., p. 446.



69

in the retarded cultural development of the Iowa Potawatomi,
it is important to glance at the problem through the eyes
of the local officials of the Indian Department. Isaac
McCoy, who during these years was often employed as a
special commissioner, furnished the hint that the Indians
themselves were none too eager to have their educational
fund expended:

By the Treaty of 1833, the Putawatomies are allowed

the sum of $70,000, "for purposes of education, and

the encouragement of the domestic arts.' They

desire that, for the present, only the interest of

this sum be expended. The interest of $70,000 at

five percent per annum would be $3,500 a year. This

would keep a mission school in the Indian country,

70 Indian youths; if the children should be fed and

clothed by their parents, it would afford instruc-

tion to 280, kept perpetually in school.13
To assume for the present that McCoy's experience at Carey
in Michigan had taught him the value of the boarding school,
it appears that even if the expenditure of $3,500 had been
authorized by the Department, not much could have been
accomplished by a school which could accommodate only an
average of 35 boys and 35 girls. The total Indian popula-

tion, as we have seen, was 2,000 or more. The extent to

which McCoy expressed the desire of the general mass of the

L3The Annual Register of Indian Affairs within the
Indian Territory (Isaac McCoy, ed., Shawanoe Baptist Mission
House: Washington, Peter Force, 1838), p. 77.
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Indians is, again, problematical; it may well have been simi-
lar to the petition addressed to Washington by Wah-bon-seh
and Le. Clair.

The comment of the sub-agents upon the work of the

Jesuits at Council Bluffs is interesting and informative.
Stephen Cooper's earliest mention of them came in his letter
of December 31, 1839, and the tone was commendatory, He
wrote that he could not:

. resist the impulse of communlcatlng to the
Department the indefatigable exertions of the Catholic
Mission under the direction of Revd. De Smedt and
Verridt [sic], these gentlemen are worthy of the notice
of our General Government and I trust they will not be
overlooked, their exertions have been almest entirely
among the half-breeds, and serves as the only check
we have to restrain them, as well as cultivate the
minds of the children of this unfortunate description
o:’E..»,lg:eople.l"+

It should be noted that the above was written a full year
and a half after the arrival of the missioners. We know
from De Smet's own testimony that the reception upon arrival
was virtually negative as far as the Indians themselves were
concerned. The half-breed chief, Billy Caldwell, was their
sole benefactor at the beginning. One cannot question the

zeal or effort of these men in attempting to comtact the

Indians, but the chances are that the sub-agent's report in

14Cooper to Pilcher, Letter Book VIII, Clark Papers.
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this case reflected the general facts of the situation,
namely, that their labors were '"almost entirely among the
half-breeds." If we accept this statement as reliable, it
will go far to explain how it was that later on the Kansas
River Reservation there was again much contact between the
former Iowa mixed-bloods and the Jesuits, and almost a boy-
cott of Catholic missionary activities by the former Bluff
Indians themselves. Also, it will aid in understanding the
expressed feeling of helplessness which the Jesuits had
toward them.

The next letter of Stephen Cooper alluding to the
half-breed Catholics was written on May 14 of the following
year, 1840. 1In this instance the comment was more of a com=
plaint, but it constituted a re-statement of the assertion
that Jesuit influence was mostly restricted to the mixed-
bloods. He was making reply to the superintendent in St.
Louis regarding his own failure to procure students for the
famous Choctaw Academy in Kentucky. There was a directive
from the Department to the effect that at Council Bluffs
"persuasive means' should be used to recruit prospective
students., But all he had to report was failure. He had
called in the chiefs and headmen, and they had refused to

let their children go. They would not permit the orphans to
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leave, and even opposed a campaign to obtain boys from the
larger families of the tribe. Cooper then tried to ascertain
just what motivation there was behind such a spirit of ob-
stinacy, and ''was not able to draw it out of them." On this
point, however, he had an opinion for the superintendent:

I feel it my duty to give my opinion of the cause of
opposition I have met with in this case. It is the
undue and unbounded influence of the Catholic religion
among these people. It might be well to explain some
of the proceedings of the Council. First, after giv-
ing them to understand the object of the Council I
requested them to get to themselves and consult as to
give one voice; in their council the half-breeds is
(@ré) not allowed a voice but in this Council they
appeared much interested, and had much to say, they
being all Roman Catholics determined not to patronize
anything that is not of that persuasion, these with
many other little maneuvers is the cause of my opinion.
I have since tried to pick up the boys throu§h the
country but have met with an entire failure. 5

Thus, the statement was made again that the mixed-
bloods, and they almost exclusively, were Catholics. They

were also plainly able to influence the mass of the Indians,

15Cooper to Pilcher, May 14, 1840, Letter Book VIII,
Ciark Papers. This citation and quotation is given in
Garraghan, op. cit., I, 438n, but his omission of the words
included above, beginning "It might be well to explain" and
concluding with ". . . and had much to say," yields a read-
ing concerning the general Catholicity of the Iowa Potawatomi
which is not valid. In the Garraghan quotation a simple
dash ( - ) supplies the connection between the words ''people"
and ''they being all Roman Catholics." Emphasis supplied to
indicate the extent and exact wording of the omission.
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and they did not believe in the Choctaw Academy. The send-
ing of Indians to that insﬁitution was likewise a matter of
contention and controversy on the Potawatomi reservation in
kansas during this same period. The sub-agent met with re-
sistance there, too, and Catholic influences were blamed for
it. The subject of the Choctaw Academy and the Potawatomi
will be expanded at length in describing conditions in the
Osage River sub-agency.

De Smet and his companions did not set up a short-
liﬁed school at Council Bluffs. Shortly after their arrival
in 1838, he recorded that they had thirty children under in-
struction. Lack of space made it impossible for them to
take more.l® The single allusion of the sub-agent came in

his autumn report, 1840, published in the Annual Report:

Schools there are none here under the authority
of the government. There are two Roman Catholic
priests residing within my agency of good moral
character, who set a good example to the Indians
and half-breeds. They have a chapel, and school
and teacher, and have several young Indians_in
the school, who are coming on pretty well.

When the Jesuits withdrew from residence in Council Bluffs

16pe Smet to Father Rothaan, Chittenden and Richard-
son, op. cit., I, 164, cited in Garraghan, op. cit., I, 437n.

17R.C.I.A., 1840, p. 397, quoted in Garraghan, op.
cit., I, 438n.
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in 1841, that was the end of all formal education on the re-
serve during the remainder of its existence. The sub-agents'
reports from this time carried the habitual theme,'ﬁu:schoolsk'
although some expressed discontent with this state of affairs.

Richard Elliot, as would be his wont, showed a marked
tendency to expatiate on the lack of educational opportuni-
ties. His views were not only ignored by the Department but
apparently the expression of them was at least in one case not
appreciated. The present writer, having previously taken
notes from Elliot's contributions to the published Annual Re-
port, 1843, happened to be reading the same text in Letter
Book VIII, Clark Papers. It seemed that the latter source
contained material which was not in the publication. A care-
ful comparison of the two texts revealed that the first two
deletions indicated in the printed version represented the
dropping of some of Elliot's choicest recommendations on
policy. His reflections on the necessity of removing the
United Band from the Iowa reserve were allowed to stand in-
tact, He argued that the white settlements were pressing
the southern and eastern borders, that Iowa would soon re-

quest statehood, and therefore that a treaty of removal could

not be long delayed.l8 Following this came the first deletion.

18R.c.1.A., 1843, pp. 391, 392.
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In the Letter Book there was a recommendation that previous
treaties be consolidated and that a clear statement be made
respecting the civilization fund and the exact amount of it
due the United Band. The next deletion contained material
which went directly to the heart of the question as to why
there was nothing done at Council Bluffs to provide schools:

They have large investments for civilization pur-

poses, which they are anxious to enjoy; but the

Department in the exercise of far-sighted discre-

tion, and acting for their permanent good sees

proper to withhold advances from these investments,

until the Indians shall be located that the money
can be advantageously expended.l?

This indicted the government for holding out on schools and
other benefits until such time as the Potawatomi would sign
. another removal treaty. Such an editorial, naturally, was

not authorized to be printed in the Annual Report.

In 1845, the last year of his tenure, Elliot returned
to the same theme. He wrote: '"We have no schools or mission-

aries among the Pottawatomie here. I think a well-ordered

19E1110t to Crawford, September 26, 1843, Letter Book
VIII, Clark Papers. Emphasis supplied. In Elliot's Notes
Laken in Sixty Years, op. cit., p. 189, he bitterly com-
plained also that his 1844 report to Mr Crawford had suffered
mutilagion before its publication in the Annual Report. A
"useful paragraph" about the prospective boundaries of the
State of Iowa was '"'stricken out," also "all other matter in
my report of any value, and had only printed the customary
sentimental bosh about Indians that all agents were ex-
pected to re-hash at least once a year."
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missionary establishment would do much good." Continuing,
he stated his usual arguments about the benefits of schools:

He [the Indian] must be dressed in the costume of

the white man, and taught to use the axe, to make

fence and plough, to plant, cure and husband the

crops, to take care of stock, and to work at the

carpenter's, miller's, smith's and other trades.

The same course of training in pursuits suitable

to them, must be adopted with the girls.Z20
Then he went on to express the opinion that it was useless
to Christianize the Indians unless the other characteristics
of a stable civilization were also put into effect. Actually,
his recommendations would have served as a blueprint for the
manual labor schools which were in active operation among the
Potawatomi on the Osage River at the very time.

Superintendent Thomas H. Harvey, St. Louis, repeated

in the 1845 Annual Report that the Potawatomi of Council

Bluffs were without any means of education but that many of
the Indians there desired schools:

. and it is a lamentable fact that many of the
children who would be at school had they one to go
to, are now growing up in ignorance for want of the
common facilities of education; it is a heavy and
common complaint with the Indians, that while they
have a large fund set apart for education, they can-
not obtain even a common neighborhood school in their
country.21 o

203 c.1.A., 1845, pp. 551, 552.

2l1pid., p. 553.
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And thus the situation remained until the removal to the
Kansas River. There were to be no schools for the United
Band Indians until they would become cooperative in trans-
planting themselves somewhere outside of Iowa.

In the treatment of the feature of white-Potawatomi
intermingling at Council Bluffs the names of a few of the
more prominent United Band mixed-blood families were men-
tioned. 1Imasmuch as their importance and meaning to the
Indian ecomomy Qf this time are related to the general
acceptance of the Elliot thesis, it is fitting to describe,
briefly, the careers of some of the more important individu-
als who were active during the Iowa period. Their leader-
ship continued to receive acceptance and cooperation from
those chiefs and headmen who were much more fully Indian in
blood. And to complete a picture of authority among this
people, the really Indian leaders themselves were worthy of
more than a passing glance.

Alexander Robinson did not play a continuous role in
the history of the Potawatomi in the West. He was a member
of the inspection party, 1835, under Captain Gordon, which
went out to visit the Iowa lands and which returned an un-

favorable report.22 It was during the course of that

22Garraghan, op. cit., I, 425n; Carman, op.cit., p. 77.
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expedition that he gave encouragement to the Jesuit, Van
Quickenborne, who had a parley with him at Fort Leaven-
worth.23 But Robinson's name did not come up at all in the
various reports from Council Bluffs. Garraghan writes that
he settled on his reservation on the Des Plaines River near
Chicago and died there.?* In the Records ofithe Bureau of
Indian Affairs, National Archives, there is intermittent
correspondence about him. By the treaties of Chicago, 1832
and 1833, he received a small reservation for his own home
and also the benefit of a lifetime annual cash annuity. The
letters in Washington were petitions or receipts for the
annual $500.00.25

Described by one author as formerly a captain in the
British Army, as an aid to Tecumseh at the battle of the
Thames, as holder of a commission in the American Army, and
later a justice of the peace in early Chicago, Chief Billy

Caldwell was also the recipient of a lifetime, personal

23Garraghan, op. cit., I, 427.

241bid., 425n.

23 John Kinzie, Robinson's attorney, to lLuke Lea,
C.1.A., March 5, 1852, Letters Received, Potawatomi Agency
file, 1852, OIA; herein was enclosed a receipt for the 1851
cash annuity payment for Robinson. :
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annuity by the treaties of Chicago. 20

He moved to the Iowa
reserve and lived there until his death on September 28,
1841.27 His main claim to fame there, however, seems to
have been that the United Band was sometimes referred to as
"Caldwell's Band."28 Also, the village which grew up about
his home, frequently mentione& in the dispatches to and from
Council Bluffs, was known as ''Caldwell's Village."29 Before
and after his death, it was a favorite center for the mixed-
bloods, and at times the sub-agent had his office there. 30
Those who have investigated the subject of the exact loca-
tion of '""Caldwell's Village' have placed it within the
present-day boundaries of the city of Council Bluffs.31
Before the removal from Chicago, the name of Joseph

Lafromboise was sometimes given the same importance as those

of Caldwell and Robinson. On November 17, 1834, T. J V.

26)1exander R. Fulton, The Red Men of Iowa (Des
Moines: Mills and Company, 1882), p. 166.

271pid., p. 168.

2SCarman, op. cit., p. 85.

29E11iot to Mitchell, July 31, 1843, Letter Book
VIII, Clark Papers. '

30Garraghan, op. cit., I, 435mn.

31Ibid., p. 436n.
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Owen, Indian agent at Chicago, writing to the Secretary of
War, Lewis Cass, classed Lafromboise with the other two as
the "principal men'" of the '"Prairie and Lake Indianms,' and
"in whom they have unlimited confidence."32 Lafromboise
(also Laflomboise and Lafrombois), a mixed-blood, came ear-
lier from Milwaukee,33 and was not only a leader of distinc-
tion while the tribe was still in the Chicago vicinity but
also took an active part in business affairs of the Band at
Council Bluffs. Elliot reported in 1843 that he employed
him as his official interpreter because the man was ''recom-
- mended for his well qualified character and ability,' and
because he lived '"mearby the office in Caldwell's Village."34
Just as Lafromboise was given credit for having been influ-
ential in respect to the acceptance and fulfillment of the
Treaty of Chicago,35 he was likewise commended by officials
of the Indian Department for his aid and support in effect-
ing the removal of the Council Bluff Indians to their new

reservation on the Kansas River, subsequent to the Treaty of

321pid., 1I, 698.

331pid.

34E1liot to Mitchell, July 31, 1843, Letter Book
VIII, Clark Papers.

35Garraghan, op. cit., II, 698.
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1846. At the conclusion of a letter of November 22, 1847,
Superintendent Thomas H. Harvey of St. LoJis suggested to
the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, William Medill, that the
latter should take notice, by issuing a public document, of
the zeal and good conduct of Joseph Lafromboise, Pierre
- LeClair, and Half Day, "in inducing their people to emigrate
from the Bluffs."30 Medill agreed heartily with the sugges-
tion and in reply requested Harvey fb compose the wording of
the commendation.3’ The superintendent provided the Depart-
ment with a very laudatory text.38 This document will be
mentioned again later in relation to the official program to
promote unity on the Potawatomi reserve on the Kaw River.
Joseph Lafromboise lived to play an active part there.

Another of the old Chicago-Potawatomi families which
had a distinguished representative at Council Bluffs was
that of the mixed-blood Beaubien lineage. Medard (Madore)
Beaubien was the son of Jean Baptiste Beaubien and his

Ottawa mixed-blood wife, Josette Lafromboise.39 Evidently a

36HarVey to Medill, Letter Book IX, Clark Papers.

37Medill to‘Harvey, December 4, 1847, Letters Sent,
1847, Vol. 40, O™, ”

38Harvey to Medill, December 17, 1847, Letter Book
IX, Clark Papers.

39Garraghan, op. cit., II, 698.
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young man at the time of his residence at Council Bluffs,
Medard did not yet achieve the top distinction enjoyed by
some of the other mixed-bloods. His importance was empha-
sized, however, by his presence in the elite company which
formed a delegation to Washington, D. C., 1845. He, with
mixed-bloods Pierre Le Clair and William Holliday, and eight
Indian chiefs, all under the guidance and direction of their
former sub-agent, Richard Elliot, made_up the group.40
Later, on the Kansas reservation, Medard Beaubien married
Theresa Hardin Lafromboise, daughter of Joseph Lafromboise 41
He became a leader of outstanding influence and importance
in Kansas,

One of the more colorful mixed-bloods was Pierre

Clair. In the correspondence, both his given and last names

had many variants: Pierre, Perish, and Pierish; and Le Cler,
La Clerc, La Clair, and La Claire. Also of Milwaukee origin
and obviously of French background, he was actively connected
with several of the more important incidents in Chicago-
Potawatomi history. 1Imn 1815 he was on hand at the celebrated

Fort Dearborn massacre and acted as interpreter at the

40Carman., op. cit., p. 90.

41Emma Cones Richter, A History of Silver Lake
Kansas (n.d., n.p.), p. 1l.
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surrender negotiations. 1Im 1833 he promoted the removal
treaty of that year.42 His most important performance dur-
ing the Iowa interval was as a key figure in the 1845 dele-
gation to Washington. Elliot, the strategist in command of
the colorful group, described their experience in a most in-
teresting and humerous way. Le Clair was the principal
orator, and his representations were in the '"'Indian lingo,"
as Elliot put it.#3 The various speeches were planned ahead
in the manner of a shrewd debate, and the histrionic touch
was not lacking. In Le Clair's main appearance, he ''was to
expatiate upon the charms of the country about Chicago,
where frogs in the marshes sang more sweetly than birds in
other parts, which they had ceded to the government for a
mere trifle . . ."** later he assisted in persuading the
Potawatomi to move from the Bluffs to Kansas, being com=,
mended by the Departméﬁt for this. He died there in the

care of the Jesuit Fathers in 1849.45 The name of Le Clair

42Garraghan, op. cit., II, 698.

43g1liot, op. cit., p. 208.

44Ibid., quoted in Carman, op. cit., p. 96.

45"Diary of Father Maurice Gailland, S. J.," original
in archives of St. Mary's College, St. Mary's, Kansas.

Trapslated and annotated by James M. Burke, S. J. (published
in part in The Kansas Historical Quarterly, XX, August, 1953,
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would become and remain well-known on the Oklahoma (Citizen
Band) reserve in the years to come.

Before leaving the Council Bluffs mixed-bloods, it
should be mentioned that the names of several somewhat less
important individuals appeared. These also, the family
names, were of frequent occurrence on the Oklahoma reserve
later. Michael Wilmot was confirmed as assistant blacksmith
in 1843.%46 Davis Hardin showed up often in the sub-agent's
correspondence, He had the office of farmer for the Band
during part of its tenure in Iowa. J. H. Whitehead and J. W.
Whitehead were licensed traders within the sub-agency as
early as 1840.47 Some of these men evidently had no Indian

blood at all; such was indicated in regard to Davis Hardin,

under the title of "Early Years of St. Mary's Pottawatomi
Mission from the Diary of Father Maurice Gailland, S. J."),
complete on microfilm under title of '"Diary of St. Mary's
Mission, 1848-1877," Division of Manuscripts, KSHS, cited
here, p. 49. Hereafter cited as Gailland Diary - Burke.

46g11iot to Mitchell, July 1, 1843, Letter Book
VIII, Clark Papers. According to Garraghan, ''the Wilmots or
Willmettes were children by his wife Archange, of Antoine
Ouilmette, modern Chicago's first white resident, whose name
is perpetuated in the city's north shore suburb Wilmette, a
one-time possession of his wife under government treaty .
" (op. cit., II, 697).

47Cooper to Pilcher, December 31, 1839, Letter Book

VII, Clark Papers.
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this being an issue in the question of whether he could be
employed as the official farmer.4® But we must now pass to
the meﬁ of genuine Indian blood.

Richard Elliot indicated that on the famous Pota-
watomi sojourn to Washington, 1845, the following were among
the eight chiefs: Wah-bon-seh, Op-te-ke-shick (Half Day),
Me-ah-mis, and Shab-be-nay (Shabonna).49 Each of these took
an active part in the oratory, along with the mixed-bloods,

' ‘and short comment on them is in order.

Wah-bon-seh (Waubunsee, Waubansee, Wabaunsee, Wa-bon-
" seh, Wabansai, Wabansee, Wabonsee) was one of the old, fabu-
lous characters of the Illinois Potawatomi and often was
listed in the correspondence as the principal chief. In
1845, on the trip down the Missouri River, enroute to St.
Louis and Washington, Wah-bon-seh furnished continuous enter-
tainment with his stories and jokes. He also explained how
he got his name. As a young brave he set out single-handed
to avenge the death of a friend at the hands of the Osage.
Slipping into the enemy camp by night, he tomahawked a

"dozen'" of them and succeeded in escaping just at the break

481bid., Pilcher to Cooper, January 10, 1840.

“9g11iot, op. cit., p. 201.
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of dawn. Thereupon he said to himself, "Wah—bdn—seh" (Day-
a-Little), and took the expression as his own name.50 It
was he who acted as principal negotiator in the Council at
the Bluffs, June 30, 1845, in which the superintendent,
Major Thomas H. Harvey, endeavored fruitlessly to conclude a
settlement with the Potawatomi for the cession or sale of
the Iowa lands,/l Shortly after, he seemed to be the main
inspiration for the Washington trip: ". . . the stately old
Wah-bon-seh, with the snows of eighty winters om his head,
had dreamed . . . that the treaty could only be properly
made with the Great White Father in W’ashington."52 The old
patriarch of the Potawatomi apparently did not live to see
the fulfillment of the removal Treaty of 1846, but his fame
remained long in the memories of the tribe. One of the
counties of Kansas bears the name Wabaunsee.

Op-te-ke-shick (Half Day) was described by Elliot as
"our pompous and elegant orator, who when not engaged in
grave matters of business, was bubbling over with fun, and

sputtering Indian wit merrily as a kettle of boiling shirts

E11iot, op. cit., pp. 205-212, passim.

51Carman, op. cit., p. 84.

52Elliot, op. cit., p. 198; quoted in Carman, op.
cit., p. 94.
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can sputter on washday."53 His influence in the removal to
Kansas has been mentioned, he having been the recipient of
praise from the Department along with Lafromboise and Le
.Clair. It was significant that, in the course of time, the'
effort to develop a truly unified nation on the Kaw having
failed, it was Half Day's son who was the outstanding orator
in oppesition to sectionizing the land.2* All aspects of
the important sectionizing treaty will receive attention
later.

Me-ah-mis, whose name appears often in the records
of the later Kaw River reserve, was at Council Bluffs ''chief
of the scantily clad gentlemen who had their wigwams on the
head of the streams of the Nishnobotna."?? This short quo-
tation is given because it is highly descriptive of the more
primitive types of the United Band who later constituted the
large mass of the so-called Prairie Band in Kansas. In 1845,

on the trip to Washington, Elliot arranged for his colorful

231bid., both.

S4Thomas Ewing, Jr., to William P. Dole, C. I. A.,
November 19, 1861, Thomas Ewing, Jr. Letter Books, Ewing
Papers, MSS, Division of Manuscript KSHS. 1In this letter
Ewing identified the treaty opposition orator as ''the Witch,
Half-Day's son."

55Elliot, op. cit., p. 198; cited in Carman, oOp.
cit., p. 94. '



88

retinue to stop for a while at his hometown in Pennsylvania.
There Me-ah-mis, replying to a speech of welcome, countered
with a bit of Indian oratory. He referred td the purpose
of the Potawatomi sojourn to the capital city and expressed
hope that the Great Father would do something for the Indians
"at the proper time."%® Elliot did not characterize him as
talkative and fun-loving in the manner of Op;te-ke-shick.

Shah-be-nay (Shabonna), who with Billy Caldwell
acted as an aid to Tecumseh at Tippecanoe,57 had earned for
himself a reputation of friendship for the whites during the
Black Hawk uprising. During that crisis he made a special
effort to warn the settlers of Illinois of their peril.58
Apart from the record that he was a member of the battery of
Potawatomi speechmakers who descended on Washington in late
1845, his name was not otherwise featured prominently at
Council Bluffs. There is no evidence that he lived to make
the relocation in Kansas.

It may or may not be significant that Elliot did not

give the names of the other five Indian chiefs on the 1845

E11iot, op. cit., p. 201,

57Fulton, op. cit., p. 166.

58E1liot, op. cit., p. 203.
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Washington expedition. From this brief coverage of Council
Bluff personalities it should, however, be apparent that the
half-breeds were most influential, and that there was a
measure of really effective cooperation between them and the
pure-blooded Indian chiefs. It is obvious also that the
latter, by the very number included on the 1845 trip, were
powerful and important when it came to making major tribal
decisions. This remained true for many years to come in
reference to a certain percentage of the Indians who came
from, or sprang from, the United Band of Iowa.

The Potawatomi at Council Bluffs exhibited many
primitive characteristics. Father De Smet and his compan-
ions found the Indians heavily painted upon their first
arrival. Elliot referred to Me-ah-mis and his ''scantily
clad gentlemen who had their wigwams on the head of the
streams of the Nishnobotna.'" There was at least some move-
ment to organize Indian allies to fight the Sioux--a con-
siderable undertaking. Alcohol periodically produced scenes
of the most wild cruelty and abandonment. But even with that
accumulated evidence, any conclusion about primitive quali-
ties and customs must not be over-emphasized. There were
modifying aspects.

Demoralization, drunkenness, and a scanty subsistence
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were the lot of the United Barid during its trespassing ten-
ure on the Platte Purchase. The trials and dissatisfactions
stemming from the removal to the West were not elevating,
and in a degree these downgrading conditions continued and
persisted on the Iowa reserve. Stephen Cooper declared in
1839 that his Indians were wandering around in search of
game. Some ''small bands' had gone back to Missouri. The
Potawatomi were, in general, finding subsistence very diffi-
cult.”® 1In 1843, Elliot reported that the hunting grounds
of the Iowa reserve were not very good and that the Indians
were living almost entirely from their annuities.®0 There
is no indication that agriculture occupied the attention of
the mass of these people, although Davis Hardin was perform-
ing as sub-agency farmer as early as 1839.61 1n 1843, no
farmer was employed and thé sub-agent thought that none was
needed. That there was a modicum of farming activity going
on was, however, indicated by the reference to a blacksmith

62

as well as to grist and saw mills. In 1841, Cooper

59Cooper to Pilcher, December 31, 1839, Letter Book
VIII, Clark Papers.

60R. c. I. A., 1843, p. 393.

61Cooper to Pilcher, December 31, 1839, Letter Book
VI1I, Clark Papers. ‘

62p. ¢. I. A., 1843, p. 393.
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mentioned that the women of the band had raised a 'consider-
able quantity of corn and vegetables," although he feared
that these commodities might be bartered off for whiskey.
He requested that the annuity payments should be made early
that year so that his subjects might begin their hunt early
and get away from the liquor traffic. In concluding this
" report, he acknowledged that not all the Indians were dissi-~
pated; "there are a number of honorable exceptions several
bf whom live entirely on the product of their farms, have
comfortable houses and raise cattle, hogs, and horses. 63

Elliot referred, in 1844, to the depredations of the
Omaha Indians who crossed the Missouri River to raid the
corn and livestock of the Potawatomi. It is significant
that he referred to these surpluses as being specifically
the property of the half-breeds. It seems valid to conclude
that the Potawatomi of Iowa, as a group, made only very
slight progress in the direction of an agricultural economy.
This factor became decisive in Kansas in bringing on a break
with their farming brethren from the Osage River. It would
be, to a great extent, "hunting Indians' versus "farming

Indians.'" The former, as a class, would be little interested

63COOper to Pilcher, October 2, 1841, Letter Book
VIII, Clark Papers.
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in taking allotments.

0ddly, the matter of taking individual allotments of
land did arise, in a minor sort of way, at Council Bluffs.,
Richard Elliot wrote to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs
stating that there was present a number of Potawatomi of
"reservee status'" under stipulations of the Treaty of Chi-
cago, October 20, 1832. The granting of individual reserva-
tions to chiefs and important mixed-bloods was a common
practice in the Indian treaties of tha; time., Elliot ad-
mitted that recent decisions had ruled that, under the sub-
séquent Treaty of September 26, 1833, no patents in fee
simple could be issued to anyone within an Indian reserva-
tion without prior Congressional authorization. Therefore,
he urged appropriate action in Congress at the next session,
"'so that a general act may be passed authorizing the issuing
of patents to all the reservees, their heirs and assigns,
who have not already been provided for by special legisla-
tion." His appeal was especially on behalf of old chief
Shah-be-nay, '"a well-disposed old man, but very poor .
who "has frequently called on me to inquire why he cannot
| get the land to which he believes himself entitled." Elliot

thought that this former aid to Tecumseh ought to have his
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patent "at once."64

There is no evidence that ahything favorable came
from the petition for Shah-be-nay. The point is that some
elements of the United Band had an early acquaintance with
the concept of individual, private allotments. The individ-
ual "reservee status' provided for in the early treaties,
strictly in favor of a few selected chiefs and headmen, was,
nevertheless, a much more limited concept than that later
proposed and put into execution in Kansas.

The often quoted Richard Elliot, the unusual em-
ployee of the Indian Department, also gave a most comprehen-
sive description of some other aspects of life and customs
among the Potawatomi as he found them in Iowa Territory:

They are a well-disposed people, already conmsiderably
advanced in civilization, and most of them have very
correct notions of the superior comforts and enjoy-
ments of civilized life. As a general rule, I am
satisfied that the dignity, magnanimity, generosity,
and gratitude, which have been ascribed by fanciful
writers to the aborigines of our country, are quali-
ties which either do not exist at all, or have but a
limited operation; but doubtless there are exceptions
to the rule, and I think the Pottawatomies may be
looked upon as constituting one. I came here with a
rather low estimate of the Indian character, and was
not, I think pre-disposed to form opinions more favor-
ably than the reality would warrant; yet I have been
led to believe, that among this comparatively

64Elliot to Crawford, September 23, 1844, Letter
Book VIII, Clark Papers.



94

uncultivated and neglected people we have as great

a proportion of integrity and honor as can be found
among the same number of our own race, even when
under circumstances far more favorable to these
sentiments. Without any laws but those which nature
dictates, without any '"moral reform'" societies,
without any pulpit exhortations, without lectures
from the press, without prisons or workhouses, and
even without any adequate notions of a future state
of rewards and punishments, these Indians may,
nevertheless, be described as an upright and virtuous
people. It is true that they are without the re-
straints as well as without the comforts of civiliza-
tion, and that commerce of the sexes, for example,
has yet much of the license so common to savage life
(if not peculiar to it), but there is nearly always
found among the parents a strong attachment to their
offspring, and even between distant relations the
most devoted affection generally prevails; nor are
instances of connubial infidelity so numerous as a
stranger would be apt to suspect. And although we
have no laws established, yet, in cases of depreda-
tions, the large annuities furnished by the Govern--
ment afford a ready means of punishing the offender,
and securing redress to the sufferer; and the means
are generally applied.65

‘That description and discussion ameliorates our former scenes
of drunkenness and bloodshed. Elliot's opinions must also be
placed alongside all other bits of evidence otherwise uéed to
point to a primitive state. Indeed, he paid the United Band;
collectively, a very fine tribute. Later we shall give |
Father Hoecken's analysis of the Potawatomi on the Osage
River. It agrees in many specific details with the above

characterization of their Iowa brethren. When the two groups

65R. C. I. A., 1843, p. 392.
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of Indians came together on the same reservation, as pro-
vided by the Treaty of 1846, it was not so much a matter of
attempting to consolidate two completely different types of
Indians. It was rather that there was a variation,_ gener-
ally, in the degree to which each had mounted the ladder of

the white man's civilization.



CHAPTER IV
POTAWATOMI OF THE OSAGE RIVER RESERVATION

Later included as a component of east—cgntral Kansas,
the early Potawatomi Indian Reservation in Indian Territory
was specifically provided as a home for the various groups
of the tribe in Indiana. Mr. Sim T. Carman's analysis of
the legal status of the reservation is so lucid and compre-
hensive that a complete duotatién seems justified here:

By the provisions of Article 3 of the Treaty of
February 11, 1837, 7 Stat. 532, made between the
United States and the chiefs of the Potawatomi
Indians of Indiana, the United States agreed to
set aside to said Indians a reservation on the
Osage River, southwest of the Missouri River,
sufficient in extent and adapted to the habits
and wants of the entire membership of the bands
composing the Indiana bands of Potawatomi Indians.
The Potawatomi Indians of Indiana, to whom the
reserve was by the 1837 treaty required to be
provided by the United States, consisted mostly
of the major bands of Potawatomi Indians of the
State of Indiana, known as the Kankakee, the
Wabash, and the St. Joseph Potawatomi bands, and
various other minor constituent Potawatomi Indian
bands. These bands of Indians between 1832 and
1837 had separately made no less than 15 treaties
with the United States for their removal west of

96
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the Mississippi River on February 11, 1837, by which
treaty, and prior treaties they agreed to remove to
the reservation provided by the United States under
the 1837 treaty to be set aside to them on the Osage

River, southwest of the Missouri River, in the pres-
ent state of Kansas.

An analysis of the fifteen antecedent treaties would con-
tribute little in establishing the roots of the Citizen
Band. The total implication of the general treaty of Febru-
ary 11, 1837, however, is very important in determining the
origin of that combination of Indians which made up the
great body of the allottees (Citizen Band) of 1863, by the
provisions of the Treaty of 1861.

Acting upon a letter of instructions from the Com-
missioner of Indian Affairs, dated April 22, 1837, Isaac
McCoy surveyed the reservation prior to Potawatomi occupa-
tion.2 William E. Connelley describes its location:

. Pursuant to the terms of this treaty (1837,

Feb 11) a tract of land about thirty-six by forty—
two miles in extent was surveyed for the Potta-
watomie. It was located some eighteen miles west
of the Missouri line. 1Its south line was the north
line of the lands assigned to the New York Indians,
and passed about nine miles north of the present

town of Iola. The north line of the tract ran
about six miles south of Ottawa. The reservation

1Carman, op. cit., pp. 51, 52.

2Ibid., 53.
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contained about fifteen hundred square miles.3
McCoy made the point that the sources of the Neosho River
were included, as well as those of the Osage.3 The tract;
except on the west, became surrounded by areas assigned to
other Indians:” the New York Indians on the south; the Miami
on the east, between the Potawatomi reserve and the Mis-
souri state line; the Peoria, Kaskaskia, Ottawa, Chippewa,
and Sac and Fox of Mississippi on the north.® The total
area consisted of 909,565.62 acres, sufficient, according to
the instructions sent to McCoy, to provide an average of
320 acres for each prospective Indian settler.’ 1In course
of time, the Potawatomi developed two principal”settlements
within their area, on Pottawatomie Creek and Sugar Creek,
both tributaries of the Marais des Cygnes, which was another

name for the upper Osage,River.8

3William E. Connelley, A Standard History of Kansas
and Kansans (Chicago-New York: Lewis Publishing Co., 1918),
p. 259.

4Isaac McCoy, The Annual Register of Indian Affairs
within the Indian Territory, op. cit., p. 58.

5Garraghan, op. cit., I, 190n.
61bid.

7Carman, op. cit., p. 54.

8Garrag‘han, op. cit., I, 190n.
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Isaac McCoy had played a significant part earlier in

the developmenfs which led to the designation of the upper
Osage River tract to the Indiana Potawatomi in the Treaty of
1837. He was one of the pioneer promoters of the general
concept of relocating the Indians to the west of the Missis-
sippi. As early as June 1824, he was delegated by the
Béptist Mission Board of Boston to present his views to
President James Monroe. Although the president did not
grant an audience, the Secretary of War at the time, John
C. Calhoun, gave considerable personal attention to the
McCoy recommendations. The secretary subsequently included
. the policy of eventual removal as a dominant feature of his
Indian treaty negotiations. During the next presidential
administration, McCoy suggeeded in obtaining a personal in-
terview with John Quincy Adams as well as with the Secretary
of War.?

In 1828, McCoy was appointed a special commissioner
to conduct exploring expeditions in the vast Indian Terri-
tory. On the very first of these, during August and Septem-

ber, the Choctaws, Creeks, and Chickasaws failed to provide

their promised delegates. The Indian representation

9Franklin G. Adams, "Reverend Isaac McCoy,'" Kansas
Historical Collections, I, II (1881), 273.
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comprised three Potawatomi and three Ottawa. The lands west
of the state of Missouri, recently ceded to the United States
by the Kansas and Osage tribes, were designated for explora-
tion. Leaving St. Louis on August 21, the proceeded to the
headwaters of the Osage River, over into the Neosho basin,
and returned by way of the north bank of the Kansas River. 10
This itinerary certainly led across the tract later set up
by the Treaty of 1837 and which McCoy himself surveyed in
the same year. His reports on the explorations of 1828 in-
dicate that the two principal Potawatomi members of the first
sojourn were generally well pleased with the country, al-
though they made a bit of trouble by taking too much drink
on two occasions.ll No evaluation has"been made of the exact
influence of McCoy's expedition of 1828 in deciding the spe-.
cific location of the Indiana Potawatomi on the Osage River.
From the very nature of his former activities with this
tribe in Indiana and Michigan, it is altogether likely that
he had a special solicitude for them. Judging from the tenof

of his letters at the time of the United Band's occupancy of

101pbid,

ye1a Barnes, '"'Journal of Isaac McCéy's Exploring
Expedition of 1828,'" Kansas Historical Collections, XXII
(Vol. V, Kansas Historical Quarterly, August 1936), 229.
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the Platte Purchase, it also seems that he still hoped to
promote a unified home on the Osage River for all the Pota-
watomi bands, rega:dless_of the Treaty of Chicago, 1833.

In this treatment of this Potawatomi Reservation an
effort is made to concentrate on the Indians themselves. A
sizable literature, published or unpublished, exists on the
missions and mission schools in early Kansas. These schol-
arly accounts will be drawn upon to provide background infor-
mation. Some aspects hitherto neglected will be emphasized,
especially the Baptist Mission on the Osage River. Also,
some extended reference is made to the rivalry which devel-
oped between the Jesuits and the Baptists, for the details
of the contest provide an excellent early setting for under-
standing the Indian tensions and factionalism which the
Citizen Band exhibited much later.

In this narrative there is no conscious attempt to
depreciate the good influences of the religious men and
women who labored among the Potawatomi. Concerning many
phases of Indian life, the missionaries are also the princi-
pal contemporary witnesses. The Potawatomi were more than
ordinarily receptive to Christian approaches. On both the
Osage and Kansas Rivers, the Christianized Indians were

labeled the "mission band.'" This group in particular adopted
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an agricultural way of life and, after the Treaty of 1861,
its members chose to become allottees. Therefore, even
though an earnest effort is made to avoid the re-writing of
mission history, one of the theses of this study will be
that virtually the entire period of Osage River occupancy
was a formative period in practicing more fully the arts of
civilization, and this largely under missionary supervision
and influence.

In order to obtain an understanding of the course of
events on the new Osage River Potawatomi reserve, it is
necessary to investigate the nature of and the sequence of
the earlier migrations. The first Indian inhabitants moved
thereidirectly from the Platte Purchase, where some of them
had been in temporary residence since 1834. These were the
Michigan members of the United Band; initially their treaty
rights were under the Treaty of Chicago of 1833. It was
principally for their care and help that Robert Simerwell
trans ferred from Michigan and began his work im the spring
of 1834. A controversy arising over the removal from the
Platte Purchase actually established the identity of the
earliest Potawatomi moving to the Osage River.

From the context of the study of the life of Robert

Simerwell, it is clear that the old chief who made the tour
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of inspection of the Osage River country in the fall of 1835
was no other than old Topinebe (spelled variously), principal
chief of the St. Joseph Band in Michigan. Some elements of
this group had received the special attention of the old
Carey Mission School in Michigan. Simerwell and McCoy were
determined that their mission work for the Potawatomi should
continue in the West. The following is taken from an unpub-
lished thesis prepared directly from the '"Simerwell Papers'":
. Topinebee was the principal chief of the nation
and wherever he settled, the main body could be ex-
pected to settle. His St. Joseph party consisted of
a thousand to sixteen hundred. Topinebee said he
would emigrate with Luther Rice. Luther Rice informed
Lykins that he had no intentions of going up the Mis-
souri. Colonel Sands was resolved to take his emi-
grants to Council Bluffs and even threatened to employ
the dragoons to accomplish this. Through the great
decision of Mr. Scott (a trader) and Rice, Topinebee
broke off and came to the Osage bringing one or two
hundred others.l
Luther Rice, former student of Hampton Institute in Virginia,
was an assistant to the Simerwells at Carey when Isaac McCoy
began his campaign to promote Indian removals to the region

west of the Mississippi.13 Rice acted as interpreter on the

United Band exploring expedition of 1835,14 and he evidently

12Mloore, loc. cit., p. 39.
13Peck, op. cit., p. 543.

14Garman, op. cit., p. 77.
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exercised considerable influence among the Potawatomi. 1In
Kansas he continued to do so. McCoy, as was mentioned,
specified the time of the departure of the Indians from the
Platte Purchase as in late July, 1837. Soon after, Simerwell
made preparations to move to the Osage, arriving at the
settlement of Pottawatomie Creek in October.l? His shifting
of residence likewise indicates that elements of the St.
Joseph Band were among the original Potawatomi settlers of
the Osage River.

Whether the specifically Indiana bands were repre-
sented among the very first arrivals is problematical. In
connection with the Platte Purchase removal, McCoy wrote
that‘ﬁemigrants from Michigan and Indiana were still arriv-
ing."i6 A later analysis of the Indian population of the
Osage reserve by Department officials suggests that a sprin-‘
kling of the Illinois Potawatomi (Prairie Band Indians) de-
cided to go south rather than north in 1837. But there is
no doubt that during the latter part of that year a small
group arrived who were exclusively of Indiana origin. The

exact sequence of the migrations to the Osage River cannot

15Peck, op. cit., p. 544.

161saac McCoy, History of Baptist Indian Missionms,
op. cit., p. 582. i
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be determined from the Records of the Bureau of Indian
Affairs, because they do not provide a definite breakdown of
the relative numbers of the United and Indiana Bands during
the 1833-1840 movements. One item, for instance, credited
Anthony L. Davis, Osage River sub-agent, with asserting
th;t, in 1837, 842 Potawatomi migrated on their own volition.

But he did not classify them according to bands . 17 Certainty |

‘about the arrival of a contingent from Indiana in 1837 is

derived from missionary sources. Christian Hoecken, the
Jesuit, made the clearest, contemporary statement on the
matter in one of the earliest entries in the famous Diary
which he kept during most of the years of his labors among
the Potawatomi:

In the year 1837, a band of the Potawatomi Indians
in number about 150, came to this place from
Indiana where some of them had been baptized in the
.Catholic Church by Rev. Stephen Badin and Deseille.
The chief Nefswawke, having heard in the course of
a few months that the Catholic priests were living
in the Kickapoux village, got a trader to write a
letter for him to the clergymen, asking them to
‘come and teach them religion.l18

17W. B. Waugh, clerk of the Division of Records, to
George W. Ewing, veteran trader and attorney for the Pota-
watomi, May 18, 1853, Special File 69, OIA. Description of
enclosure: summary of Indian removals, footnote No. 13,
Chapter II, supra, p. 2l.

18Diary of Father Hoecken, MS, Archives of St.
Mary's College, St. Mary's, Kansas. Original in Latin
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Chief Nefswawke was a signer, among others, of the Treaty of
April 22, 1836, in Indiana..lg’- Colonel A. C. Pepper signed
for the United States, and the other principal Indian signer
was Chief Quaéh-quaw.20 This was one of the aforementioned
fifteen treaties made with various segments of the Indiana
Potawatomi. It is significant also that during the follow-
ing year a listing of the chiefs in the Osage sub-agency in-
clﬁded only "Naswaugee'" as present from Indiana 6rigin.21

The first major migration of the Indiana Potawatomi
~occurred during 1838. The records of General John Tipton,
in charge of Indian affairs in Indiana, and of the Catholic
missionary, Benjamin Marie Petit, have made this removal the

most widely publicized of the forced emigrations of the

language; a translation by Rev. James O'Meara, S. J is
therewith which was also published by Thomas H. Kinsella in
The History of Our Cradle Land (Kansas City: The Casey
Printing Co., 1921). The Diary hereafter cited as "Hoecken
Diary - O'Meara." Present quotation therein, p. 3.

19

U. S. Statutes at Large, VII, 501.
2OKapplef op. cit., II, p. 459

21Isaac McCoy, The Annual Register of Indian Affairs
within the Indian Territory, 1838, op. cit. , p. 58. /The
3pe111ng of this chieftain's name varied in three early
sources: Hoecken used '"Nefswawkee'; in the Treaty of Apriil
22, 1836, it is written "Nas-waw-kee'; McCoy uses the vari-
ant, "'Naswaugee.!' Circumstances point to the identity of
the individual.
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Potawatomi.22 An article written in 1938 summarized the
tragic experience:

Late in August, 1838, the principal removal of the
Potawatomi from Indiana to the new reservation in
Kansas was put into operation. The Indians of

Twin Lakes, Marshall County, a pedceful, partially
civilized group, were herded together without warn-
ing. Beginning August 30, different groups were
collected until September 3, according to William
Polke, 756 Indians were enrolled. They left en-
campment at Twin Lakes, Tuesday, September 4. On
September 6 they encamped near Logansport. On
Monday afternoon, September 10, the mournful pro-
cession reached Winnemac's old village. On the

12th they forded the Tippecance River and passed
Battle Ground. On September 14 camp was made near
Williamsport and on the 16th they went into encamp-
ment at Danville, Illinois. All the way to Dan-
ville great distress was occasioned by lack of water
and the scarcity and poor quality of food. Most of
the Indians became ill--one day three®hundred cases
of sickness were reported. Many adults, and more
children, died. A few Indians escaped and were
found. The suffering continued more or less, until
the destination was reached Sunday, November 4, at
Potawatomie Creek . . . Older residents of the towns
through which the procession passed can recall hear-
ing their parents and grandparents speak of the
pitiful sights witnessed when the Indians, herded
together like sheep, slowly moved across the state.23

22p C.1.A., 1838, p. 467. This report includes

Tipton's letter to the governor of Indiana, written from
Sandusky Point, Illinois, September 18, 1838, in which he
presented arguments in justification of the stern methods
used in the removal. Petit's dramatic account was published .
in 1941 by the Indiana Historical Society, Indianapolis,
under the title, Trail of Death: Letters of Bemjamin Marie

Petit (Irving McKee, ed.).

23"Centennial of Removal of the Potawatomi,"
Indiana Historical Bulletin, XV (August, 1938), 285.
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Tipton mentions the Potawatomi chiefs, Menominee, Black Wolf,
and Pepinowah as the leading Indian personalities in this
removal; he also gives much credit to Father Petit for his
help "in giving good advice'" to the principal men to accept
the removal and for his continuing aid in keeping up morale
in the whole course of the arduous journey. Judge William
Polke continued in charge of the expedition after John Tip-
ton relinquished command at the Mississippi River.2* petit
estimated that about six hundred and fifty Indians survived
the trip; about thirty died enroute, and the remainder of
the 756 deserted.2’

The foregoing details of the major 1838 removal have
been given to demonstrate certain specific details in the
character of these particular emigrees. They were already
tending toward the civilized status; they were most reluc-
tant to leave Indiana, and the removal entailed much mental
and physical suffering. They or their descendants would be
subject to two more major removals in the course of the next
fifty years--from one Kansas reserve to another, and finally

to Oklahoma. An inherent reluctance and period of relative

24% C.1.A., 1838, p. 467.

25Garraghan, op. cit., II, 186.
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degradation accompanied each of these removals as will be
shown. The possibility exists that the trials of the origi;
nal uprooting left a deep imprint. The influence of the
.Catholic missionary in effecting the emigration was also
significant. Catholic mission influence in Kansas developed
very powerfully among the Indiana Indians. It also later
beca;e instrumental in aiding to bring about their next move
to the Kansas River reservation.

A rather thorough study of the contemporary records
reveals that in 1840 there were two major emigrations of the
Potawatomi to the Osage River. The-first was conducted by
Mr. A. Coquillard. After many difficulties in rounding up a
combination of both Michigan and Indiana Indians, the cortege
set out '"with what Indians he was able to collect,' on the
17th of August.26 The combined summary of Potawatomi Indian
migrations, as stated in the Records of the Bureau of Indian
Affairs, credited Coquillard with having moved 526 Potawatomi

during the year of 1840,27 and that is the exact number which

26General H. Brady, 7th Military District Hdg.,
Detroit, to T. Hartley Crawford, C.I A., Aug. 24, 1840, in
U. S. Congress, House Executive Document, 143, Vol. III, 27th
Congress, 2nd Session, March 19, 1842, p. 21.

27W. B. Waugh, clerk of the Division of Records, to
G. W. Ewing, loc. cit., Special File 69, OIA.
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Anthony L. Davis, sub-agent at the Osage River, reported on
October 15th to have recently arrived.28 Elsewhere Davis
specifically designated the arrival date as October 6th.29
A Caﬁholic priest, Rev. S. A. Bernier, also accompanied that
particular emigration. 1In Bernier's report to Commissioner
T. Hartley Crawford, January 15, 1841, he referred to the
Indians as having been those of the St. Joseph Band,30 and
still later, January 14, 1844, he presented a bill for
$650.00 to the Department, alleging that without his inter-
vention the Indians would not have migrated.31

The second emigration of 1840 arrived at the Osage
River too late for mention in the sub-agent's summary to
Superintendent Pilcher, St. Louis.32 The general report of

the Commissioner of Indian Affairs to the Secretary of War,

28y .C.1.A., 1840, p. 320.

29pavis to Pilcher, October 8, 1840, in U. S. Con-
gress, House Executive Document, 143, Vol. III, 27th Con-
gress, 2nd Session, March 19, 1842, p. 21.

BOIbid., Bernier to Crawford, p. 51.

31Garraghan, op. cit., II, 190n.

32R.C.I.A., 1840, p. 320. Failure of the sub-agent
to mention the second major migration of 1840 probably
accounted for Garraghan's failure to include it in his study

of the Potawatomi migrations of that year (op. cit., II,
190n).
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1840, did refer to a letter from General H. Brady, Defroit,
who reported that "430 more of these Indians had set out."33
The contractors were Messrs. Godfroy and G. Kercheval, with

Major Robert J. Forsyth as conductor,34

A Reverend Isaac
Ketchum, denomination not specified, '"for a long time, an
assistant Indian agent with these people,'" was credited with
'""having rendered great service in assembling and inducing
them to emigrate."3> Very many details about the whole
undertaking were given in the various letters of the Docu-
ment now being drawn upon, but the following seems to have
epitomized its character: General H. Brady wrote from
Detroit on December 29 that Major Forsyth had just returned
from the Osage River, where he had delivered 439 Indians;
Messrs. Godfroy and Kercheval, the contractors, should have
their payment at once for

I must say, for those gentlemen, they have had a

perplexing and expensive duty to perform, under

their contract and I fear that they will be poorly

paid for their time and trouble; which is not sur-

prising, when we take into consideration, that not
20 of the 439 Indians moved willingly. On the

33R.C.I.A., 1840, p. 230.

34Brady to Crawford, November 5, 1840, in U. S.
Congress, House Executive Document, 143, March 19, 1842,
loc. cit., p. 29, o

351bid., Brady to Pilcher, October 24, 1840, p. 31.
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contrary, we were compelled to hunt them up in

the woods, and to conduct them to Peru, in Illinois,

with troops; at which place, they were placed on

board the steamboat, and nothing but the bold and

determined conduct of Major Forsyth (Sonductor) pre-

vented the necessity of sending a detachment of

troops with them, the whole distance, to the Osage

Agency.36

No date for the arrival of the Osage was found in
our inquiry. Superintendent Pilcher reported from St. Louis
on November 11 that a party of "about four hundred and
twenty' Potawatomi, ''now emigrating from . Indiana and Michigan
under the direction of Major Forsyth and Mr. Kerchival,"
were in camp only about twenty miles from St. Louis, and
that subsistence was being provided for them; also, that in
the "course of a day or two'" they would proceed to the
Osage.37 This second migration of 1840 was listed, naturally,
in the combined summary of Potawatomi emigrations as given
later by the Department. 38
The common denominators in the Potawatomi migrations

thus far discussed have been readily recognizable. Parallel

developments in the emigration of groups of the United Band

36Ibid., Brady to Crawford, p. 34.
37Pilcher to Davis, Letter Book VII, Clark Papers.
38

W. B. Waugh, clerk of the Division of Records, to
G. W. Ewing, loc. cit., Special File 69, OIA.
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to Council Bluffs were not discoverable, at least not with
the Illinois elements. The review of the westward movements
just given is far more reminiscent of those of the Five
Civilized Tribes which were also taking place just prior to
and during the same period.

Before taking up internal developments on the Osage,
it is helpful to advert briefly to the growth of Indian |
population during the years of the migrations. Major Anthony
L. Davis reported in the fall of 1838 that the Potawatomi
under his jurisdiction "may be estimated at about one thou-
sand."32 About one year later the number had risen to about
sixteen hundred and fiftj according to Isaac McCoy.40 On
October 15, 1840, sub-agent Davis estimated that there were
then present "about two thousand," including the five hundred
and twenty-six who had just arrived under Coquillard,41 but
patently his total number did not take into account the 439
brought by Major Forsyth a month or so later. One may con-
clude, therefore, that by the end of the year 1840 the accu-

mulated Potawatomi population approached the 2,500 mark.

39R.c.1.A., 1838, p. 320.

4OHistory of Baptist Indian Missions, op. cit., p.

569.

4lp .C.1.A., 1840, p. 320.
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The records of subsequent years do not reveal that it ever
mounted higher than that during the sojourn on the Osage
River. A possible factor in the failure to register an in-
crease was the recurrence of fatal diseases. Meanwhile,
before 1840, internal events on the reservation had long
term consequences that bear directly upon the purposes of
the present sﬁudy.

A division of the Osage Potawatomi into two camps
occurred in the spring of 1839. Two separate, main settle-

ments or communities developed. All the missionary records

‘ 4
of the first two years of the reservation, also those of the

sub-agent, indicate that the Pottawatomie Creek settlement
was the original one. Robert Simerwell began preparations
to move there in September 1837.42 Father Christian Hoecken
arrived from the Kickapoo village for his first visit to the

43 #t was in this settlement that

Potgwatomi in January 1838.
he welcomed Father Benjamin Petit and the Indiana Potawatomi
migrating party on the 4th of November of the same year.

The sub-agent's report for 1838 mentioned only a single con-

centration of the Indians: ". . . these for the most part

42Moore, loc. cit., p. 42.

43"Hoecken Diary - O'Meara," p. 3.
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occupy the northeastern portion of the land assigned to
them . . ."** The settlement was near the present-day town
of Osawatomi, Kansas .45

It seems that immediately after the arrival of the
Catholic group of Potawatomi on November 4, 1838, they
determined to establish a separate settlement area for them-
selves., Father Hoecken mentions that he accompanied the
exploring parties and that a decision was made in favor of a
location on Sugar Creek ''which pleased us for various rea-
sons, chiefly for the quantity of timber, its sugar, and its
distance from the Americans and from thé other Indian tribes
who were addicted to liquor.."46 He also goes on to state
definitely the time of the removal, "However we remained at
Pottawatomie Creek up té March 1839."47 The new settlement
and mission-site was about fifteen miles south of the origi-
nal center at Pottawatomie Creek, about twenty—fi§e miles
northwest of Ft. Scott, about fifteen miles west of the-Ft.

Leavenworth-Ft. Scott military road's crossing of the Osage

44g.C.1.A., 1838, p. 506.

45Garraghan, op. cit., II, 194,
461Hoecken Diary - O'Meara,'" p. 3.

471pid.
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River, and about four miles northeast, in a direct line,
from present-day Centerville, Linn County, Kansas.48
From the year 1840 the correspondence of the Osage
sub-agent and other officials in the Indian Department
establishes two separate communities of the Potawatomi.
Representative was the sub-agent's analysis, as published

in the Annual Report for 1845:

The Pottawatomies residing in this sub-agency are
divided into three bands. The Pottawatomie of
Indiana, or, as they are commonly styled, the St.
Joseph band, are located on Pottawatomie creek,
one of the main tributaries of the Osage river.
The Pottawatomies of the Wabash reside about 15
miles south of the former, on Sugar creek; like-
wise a branch of the Osage. The Pottawatomies of
the prairie are dispersed among their brethren at
both creeks, although a moiety of them are living
with their friends the Kickapoos, of the Ft.
Leavenworth agency . . . The Pottawatomies living
on Sugar Creek, viz: The Wabash bands and nearly
one-half of the Saint Joseph, have been as usual
very exemplary. They have raised this season a
considerable quantity of small grain . . . They
are industrious and moral, are comfortably fixed
in good log houses; . . . They are communicants,
to the number of about eleven hundred, of the
Roman Catholic church, and too much praise can-
not be awarded the zealous fathers of this per-
suasion for the good they have wrought among

this people . . . That part of the Saint Joseph
band residing on the Pottawatomie creek have not
been as provident as could be wished, but a
majority have exhibited a desire to cultivate the
soil ‘fem.maintenance.

“8garraghan, op. cit., II, 194, 195n.
498 .c.I.A., 1845, p. 555.
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This report also provided a specific breakdown on the dis-
tribution of the various bands composing the two communities;
however, the '"Potawatomi of Kankakee," found in some of the
Indian cession treaties by Mr. Carman, seems never to have
come into use on the Osage Reserve. One of the inherent
sources of dissatisfaction and controversy lay in the fact
,thatithe St. Joseph Band was split between the two settle-
ments, and this led to differences of opinion within that
band's own leadership and personnel.

The correspondence in the Indian Departments records
reveals that a heated controversy developed over the ap-
pointment of Dr. Johnston Lykins as physician for the St.
Joseph Band, As the strife proceeded, it became apparent
that it was, in fact, one facet of the Baptist-Jesuit rival-
ry. Dr. Lykins was a longtime associate of Isaac McCoy.50
During 1837, according to McCoy's account, Lykins was ap-

pointed to act temporarily in the official position of

0gsther Clark Hill, "Some Background of early
Baptist Missions in Kansas,' Kansas Historical Collections,
XVIII (Vol. I, Kansas Historical Quarterly, Feb. 1932), p.
90n. Lykins began his work with Isaac McCoy about 1819,
acting as a teacher in the Wabash River school. Having
moved on to Carey in Michigan, he married Delilah McCoy,
Isaac's daughter, in 1827; he founded the Shawanoe Baptist
Mission in 1831, and, with Joatham Meeker, published
Kansas' first newspaper, The Shawanoe. Sun, 1836-1842.
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assistant to sub-agent Anthony L. Davis in effecting the re-
moval of portions of the Potawatomi on the Platte Purchase
to the Osage River.ol During the fall of 1839 he was re-
ferred to as superintendent of the Baptist Mission at Potta-
watomie Creek.?2 By late 1842 correspondence accumulated
relative to Dr. Lykins' prospective appointment as the St,
Joseph Band physician. Anthony L. Davis recommended that
the appointment be approved by the Department:

The Pottawatomies of the St. Joseph's and Indiana

Band have reported to me that they have employed

Dr. Johnston Lykins to serve them as physician,

at the rate of one thousand dollars per annum,

from the first of January next, under the third

article of the Treaty of Chicago, 1833, and have

requested me to report the same to you for con-

firmation of the Department.5

Continuing, Davis urged favorable action and stated

his reasons for the recommendation. But prompt appointment
of Lykins did not result. During the next two years a flood
of correspondence ensued, with Indian petitions and counter-
petitions, with charges and counter-charges. An entire

special file in the Records of the Bureau of Indian Affairs

is devoted almost exclusively to it. To analyze all the

1History of Baptist Indian Missions, op. cit., p. 582.
321bid., p. 569.

: 33pavis to Mitchell, December 22, 1842, Letter Book
VIII, Clark Papers. '
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details of the struggle lies outside the scope of this study;
but some of its features are valuable in understanding an
important characteristic of-the Osage River Potawatomi.

The Commissioner of Indian Affairs replied nega-
tively to the Davis recommendation. He alleged that the
salary of $1,000 per annum was entirely too high and that
the request for appointment was irregular.54 During Febru-
ary, 1843, urgent requests for favorable action were made to
the Secretary of War by William C. Buck, Chairman of the.
Board of Managers of the Indian Mission Association, Louis-
ville, Kentucky, and also by Isaac McCoy himself.?? In March
the issue became really warm: a petition and protest against
Lykins was sent in by "We the Chiefs, headmen and young men
of St. Joseph's band of Pottawatomies settled on Sugar Creek."
The names of Louis and Joseph Bertrand, Jr., are among the
signers, with the latter indicated as ''witness.'" This com-
munication objects to the $1,000 annual salary, questions
Dr. Lykiﬁs' capabilities in the field of medicine, and states

that the presence of Indian doctors as well as '"one of the

54Crawford to Davis, February 2, 1843, Letter Book
33, Letters Sent, 1843, OIA.

SsBuck to Spencer, February 21, 1843; McCoy to
Spencer, February 22, 1843, both in Special File 28, OIA.
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good Fathers' (a reference to Father Christian Hoecken)
makes it possible to obtain 'white pills and doses' and "it
will cost us nothing."56
By June sub-agent Davis renewed his request that
Lykins be appointed, but this time at the salary rate of
$600.00 per annum. He bewails the protest from the St.
Joseph members of the Sugar Creek settlement, remarking
that "much feeling' arises over the question,
. . and a few days since in open Council the St.
Joseph's and Prairie bands have made known to me
that they wished Dr. Lykins to serve them as
Physician in preference to any other person, sub-
sequently the enclosed petition, signed by the
principal chief and many of his people for his
nomination was handed me . 57
Superintendent Mitchell's reaction to the sub-
agent's renewed petition was definitely not favorable. His
collateral remarks suggested Potawatomi characteristics
which are enlightening. He argued that no appointment should
be made during the current year; his own visit to the reser-

vation when he "held council with the tribe' had convinced

him of this; he had become aware of the two factions, pro-

56Ibid., The Sugar Creek petition to Mitchell, March
26, 1843.

37pavis to Mitchell, June 22, 1843, Letter Book
VIII, Clark Papers.
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Lykins and anti-Lykins, and

I am clearly of the opinion, that the better
plan would be to make no appointment of the kind
for at least a year to come. These Indians are
split up into small factions, jealous and envious
of each other,:and any appointment or change in
their present condltlon would give great offence
to some, and perhaps satisfy none. The different-
factlons are governed by a few rival half-breeds--
whose contentions and communications, should be
entirely disregarded by the Department.’ These
half-breeds only gain consequence by the attention
which is sometimes paid to their official communi-
cations--signed by a long list of names, when in
fact none but the writer knew anything of the
matter,

Mitchell's reference to the half-breeds' influence
was‘Qalidated in August when a succession of letters from
the Pottawatomie Creek mixed-bloods poured into the Commis-
sioner's office. Jude Bourassa berated the previous peti-
tion of the Sugar Creek faction, the one of March 26; by

n, 59 Abram Burnett held no

referring to it as a '"forgery";
punches at all when he averred that it was prepared by
"someone there" at the Sugar Creek chapel.60 Robert Wilson,

one of the sub-agency assistant blacksmiths, openly blamed

8yitchell to Crawford, Special File 28, OIA,
Emphasis supplied.

59Bourassa to Crawford, August 21, 1843, Special
File 28, OIA,

60Ibid., Burnett to Crawford, August 22, 1843,
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it on the Sugar Creek Jesuits, who, he stated, "have im-
properly interfered between the Indians of their persuasion
and the traders and others living amongst them and particu-
larly in the case of Dr. Johnston Lykins."61 ‘There was also
a letter from Chief Chebas (or Go;gadmo), written and wit-
nessed by Jude Bourassa.®2 1In the present context the con;
cern is not especially with the truth or falsity of the
various allegations; it is the nature of the controversy and
its participants which are important. With reference to
' mixed-bloods it will be recalled that from the Sugar Creek
side, the names of Louis and Joseph Bertrand, Jr., were in-
deed very prominent in the March 26th petition, with certain
indications that the latter was the composer and writer of
the‘instrument. g

During the year 1843, Dr. Lykins wrote many letters
to the Commissioner, T. H. Crawford. On June 10th, he
ﬁenned a bitter ten-page communication generally castigating
Jesuits, Popes, Inquisition, and the "Catholic American Fur
Company;" which, he alleged, had special privileges at the

Sugar Creek Settlerpent.63 By October 1lst, he came into

6IIbid., Wilson to Crawford, August 24, 1943.

62Ibid., Chebas to Cra%ford, August 21, 1843,

631bid., Lykins to Crawford, June 10, 1843,
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possession of a copy of the hostile March 26th protest. He
branded it as "a tissue of falsehoods such as Indians could
not fabricate, written by some white man, to which Indian
names were attached without their knowledge or consent .

."" Lykins maintained that the Indians themselves were all
for his appointment, and leveled his guns at the Jesuits
again: "That you may judge for yourself of the motives which
govern certain men now located in this section of the Indian
country, I herewith enclose the oath taken by them on be-
coming members of this peculiar order."®% In a letter of
November 30th, Lykins again argued that the Wabash Pota;
watomi were under the influence of the Jesuits, also that
those Indians should have nothing whatever to say about the
matter of his appointment, since they had 'no more interest
in the Treaty of Chicago than if they were Arabs." He also
excoriated the Jesuits és being "foreigners."65 On December
23rd, he pressed this theme again: "I desire to insist on
nothing but what is honorable and just. But my case involves

a principle, affecting the rights of an American citizen and

64Ibid., Lykins to Crawford, October 1, 1843. The

copy of the alleged oath is missing from the papers of the
Special File.

65Ibid., Lykins to Crawford.
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I am unwilling to yield my rights to such foreigners, avowed
enemies of my country."66

Apparentl& the Jesuits of Sugar Creek were well in-
formed on these attacks, for, on February 8, 1844, a lengthy
letter of defense was dispatched in reply to the many charges
made against them. It was written by Father James Oliver
Van de Velde, later bishop of Chicago and still later of
Natchez, Mississippi, but at that time President of the Board
of Catholic Missions in Missouri, with headquarters at St.
Louis University. First, he defended the Jesuit missionary
efforts in general, declaring that a conspiracy of oppositiom
had been promoted against them, and then proceeded to par;
ticulars. He named Jude Bourassa, along %ith Chief Gogo-
damua Cheves, a son of Topinebe, as principal agitators.
With regard t;uLykins, he made this observation: . . . ''Dr.
J. Lykins, who if I am not mistaken, is son-in-law to the
Rev. M. McKoy--once a bitter enemy of the missionaries.
This gentleman first sets up as a minister of the gospel,
but meeting with no encouragement and having been discarded
by the board of Baptist Missions, he undertook to act as

phySiciaﬁ, in which he was equally unsuccessful . . ." Van

66Ibid., Lykins to Crawford.
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de Velde went on to charge that Lykins was in collusion with
Jude Bourassa and Chief Gogodamua to obtain the position of
physician, as provided by the Treaty of Chicago. As to
Abram Burnett, there was no flattery either; he character-
ized him as '"the soul of the conspiracy," . . . and "He is a
dark and treacherous man, given to intoxication.67

After all the wrangle, Dr. Lykins did get the posi-
tion sought. News of the appointment by the Commissioner of
Indian Affairs was forwarded from the superintendency officé
in St. Louis on the 8th of June, 1844.68 That ended this
particular controversy for the time being. A letter of Dr.
Lykins, dated March 30, 1846, to the new Commissioner, Wil-
liam Medill, contained a review of his successful battle.
He blamed the former St. Louis superintendent, D. D.
Mitchell, for having been a party to the opposition, also
for having made unfounded statements to the Department. The
final victory in the struggle is described as follows:

At the urgent solicitation of the’Indians I

continued to perform the services of physician
until May 1844 when I visited Washington City,

-

67Ibid., Van de Velde to Mitchell, Gogadamus Cheves
was, no doubt, the same as Gogadmo Chebas of the letter of
August 21, 1843.

68Haverty, superintendency clerk, St. Louis, to
Carpenter, Osage sub-agent, Letter Book VII, Clark Papers.
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when at the insistance of Colonel R. M. Johnson

and Senators Sevier and Atchison, Mr. Wilkins,

then Secretary of War directed your predecessor

in office to make the appointment, to fix the

salary and if deemed advisable to cause the

appointment to operate retrospectively.69
The sequence of events therein described harmonizes very
well with the date of the Department's appointment as indi-
cated in the letter to the sub-agent at the Osage on June

8th. The letter of the Commissioner was dated 29th and

30th of May. The annual salary was set at $600.00 per

annum. 70

It must be emphasized again tﬁat the controversy
over Dr. Lykins has not been explored here with a view to
sitting in judgment dn the case, but rather to stress the
nature of the rivalries which were in progress within tﬁe
Osage Reservaticn. Due praise must be given all missionary
groups for the zeal and energy which they put into their
labors. The tactics employed against each other, however,
must be interpreted in the light of those times, the years
just prior to the height of the Native American movement.

Previous studies of the missionary efforts have apparently

ignored some of these more unseemly aspects of rivalry and

69Lykins to Medill, Special File 28, OIA.

70Haverty to Carpenter, Letter Book VII, Clark Papers.
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competition. The point here is that, wittingly or unwit-
tingly, a great deal of factionalism was promoted among the
Indians. Factionalism and rival communities or settlements
would continue to characterize them on the reservation on
the Kansas River and also still later in the Indian Terri-
tory. This-factionalism is not here imputed to nor con-
cerned with any potential stresses or tensioﬁs between the
St. Joseph - Wabash combination over against the Prairie
Indians. The civilized, agricultural Indians continued to
line up in opposing camps, depending on the issues of the
time and on their respective 1o§alties. The later struggle
on the Kansas River Reserve between the St. Joseph - Wabash
agricultural Indians and the Prairie elements was thereby
made somewhat complex, with somé'tendency on the part of the
Indians to jump from one camp to the other.

The Lykins controversy illustrated powerful Catholic
influences on the Osage reserve; also, that there was a very
loyal and vocal minority of mixed-bloods and others who were
definitely not Catholics in loyalty or in fact. The Catho-
lics themselves sometimes wandered to the opposition camp.

Van de Velde's letter of Jesuit defence described Jude

Bourassa as such a one.’l This tendency will also be

"lyan de Velde to Mitchell, February 8, 1844, Special
File 28, OIA.
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reflected later in the history of the Citizen Band. The
rather blanket statements which have been made at times to
the effect that the Potawatomi were Catholic Indians have to
be taken with all due qualifications. At Council Bluffs, as
has been shown, numerically at least, the Catholic adherence
was unimpressive; on the Osage River it was more impressive,
yet in no sense a homogeneous quality.

Traders were also involved in this and subsequent
controversies. Dr. Lykins wrote in no endearing terms of
the American Fur Company at Sugar Creek; Van de Velde men-
tioned Mr. M. Scott of Pottawatomie Creek as a party to the
conspiracy against the Jesuits.’2 M. Scott was no doubt
Moses A. Scott, formerly listed as one of the licensed
traders amongst the Potawatomi in Indiana.’3 Those traders,
as a class, often moved with the Indians, perhaps after los-
ing a campaign to prevent the migration. They sometimes
unduly interested themselves in tribal affairs.

Johnston Lykins himself continued in his missionary

activities and held the office of tribal physician for some

721hi4.

73Combined signed receipt for payment, traders at
Forks of the Wabash, September 29, 1836, Special File 165,
OIA.
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years to come. He provided the leadership for establishing
very promptly a Baptist Manual Labor school on the New
Kansas River Reserve, but he also again became a bone of
contention. The issue was much the same as that in the
first controversy: should he continue as tribal physician?
As will be demonstrated, but much more briefly, in that re-
newed struggle of the eighteen-fifties he suffered defeat
and was terminated. The indications are, apart from the
actual desires of the Indians, that trader influences were
the determining factor.

The combination of St. Joseph and Prairie Band In-
dians on the Osage Reserve was more numerous than the Wabash
Band, but, with respect to the two separate communities, the
alignment of one-half of the St. Joseph Band with the Wabash
at Sugar Creek resulted in that settlement's having a rela-
tively larger population. Sub-agent Anthony L. Davis gave a
census report in 1842 as follows:

The number of the St. Joseph and Prairie bands, in-
cluding those who have joined from Council Bluffs,
are 1324 (thirteen hundred and twenty four). This
number is taken from a Roll that was made with great
care, and is very near correct, but it is almost
impossible to arrive at the true number of those
who have joined from Council Bluffs, but as near as
I can they number about 260 or 270. The Wabash

band numbers 625 (six hundred and twenty five),
making the total number of Potawatomie Indians now
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in the sub-agency 1949 (nineteen hundred and forty
nine).”

Perhaps his estimate of "about 2000" in the fall of 1840,73
before the last major migration of over 400 Indians in
November of the year, was derived from guesswork and was a
bit too high. By 1845, as previously stated, Sub-agenf
Alfred J. Vaughn estimated that "nearly one half of the St.
Joseph" Potawatomie were living at Sugar Creek.’® This same
fraction was claimed there as early as 1842 in the school
report for the Sugar Creek Catholic Mission Schools, the
Mission being described as in charge of the '"Wabash Band,
St. Joseph Band about one half and a few of the Prairie Band
of the Pottawatomie tribe."’7

Distinctions between the Pottawatomie Creek and the
Sugar Creek communities, as made by the Indian Department,
can be illustrated in various other phases of business

transactions. There was considerable correspondence

"4pavis to Mitchell, May 15, 1842, Letter Book VIII,
Clark Papers.

/5R.C.I.A., 1840, p. 320.

7% .c.1.A., 1845, p. 555.

77Orlg:l.nal copy of school report in St. Mary's Col-
1ege archives, $t. Mary's, Kansas, Record Book C 2, p. 133;
also in R.C.I.A., 1842, p. 520.
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concerning the grist and saw mills in each place. The fol-
lowing is an example of the discussion:

Allow me to call the attention of the Indian De-
partment (again) to the absolute necessity of"
authorizing the sub-agent to appoint two millers
for this sub-agency, one to be employed at the
grist mill at the Potawatomie Creek in the mill
erected for the use of the St. Joseph's Band and
one to be employed in the saw and grist mill
erected on Sugar Creek for the Wabash band of
Potawatomies. The mill on Potawatomie creek has
been built some two years and no one appointed
to take charge of it, the one on Sugar Creek is
now completed and if built according to the con-
tract will be on Monday next accepted, and for
the agent to give it up to the control of the
Indians would be to put in jeopardy the mill,
for they have no one among them suitable to take
charge of the saw and grist mill . . .78

There were many examples of separate provisions regarding
agriculture and livestock; the following illustrates this:

As you suggest you may procure the breaking of
fifty acres at Potawatomie creek, and one hundred
acres at Sugar Creek; these quantities may be in-
creased if necessary, two dollars an acre in cash
is the price paid . . . You will procure as many
work oxen and milch cows as are necessary for the
St. Joseph's and Prairie Bands.’9

i T

The Choctaw Academy issue was also alive on the

Osage sub-agency. The Commissioner of Indian Affairs applied

78Carpenter to Crawford, May 10, 1844, Letter Book
VIII, Clark Papers.

79Harvey, superintendent, St. Louis, to Vaughan,

Osage sub-agent, February 19, 1845, Letter Book VIII, Clark
Papers.
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considerable pressure on all the sub-agents subject to the
Fort Leavenworth agency, including the Osage, to recruit
Indians for Colonel Richard M. Johnson's venerable insﬁitute
in Georgetown, Kentucky.80 In brief, the sub-agent of the
Osage Potawatomi had a very difficult task; in 1840 he
secured four students and conducted them to the school;81
in 1842 his quota was eighteen boys, but he had to report no
success whatever.82 The Jesuits were blamed again, as they
were at Council Bluffs, for obstructiocnist tactics on this
point. During the Lykins controversy, Robert Wilson, the
assistant blacksmith, put the indictment in most specific
terms:

In relation to our efforts made last year to pfo-

cure some boys to go to the Choctaw Academy in

Kentucky the Jesuit Priests interposed to prevent

them from going and after some boys were on the

way one of the priests followed them and brought
them back telling the Indians that they would

80Pilcher to Cummins, agent at Fort Leavenworth,
and to sub-agents A. L. Davis, J. V. Hamilton, J. M. Street,
et al., September 26, 1839, Letter Book VIII, Clark Papers.
Pilcher stressed that he had received a direct appeal from
Colonel Richard M. Johnson, currently vice-president of the
United States.

81pavis to Pilcher, July 27, 1840, Letter Book VIII,
Clark Papers.

82Davis to Mitchell, September 19, 1842, Letter Book
VIII, Clark Papers.
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pray for all the Children to die that were suffered
to go to Kentucky.83

The veracity or falsity of such an indictment is again not
the issue here, but the possibilities for promoting bitter
factionalism by broadcasting such accounts are evident.

The Department, a year earlier, took notice of the
reports of interference in the program to promote the Choc-
taw Academy. The Commissioner, T. Hartley Crawford, ex-
plained the whole policy in a letter to D. D. Mitchell,

superintendent at St. Louis, in a letter of November 28,

1842:

I am instructed by the Secretary of War to inform
you that it is the desire of the Department that
another effort should be made to furnish a few
additional scholars to be educated by the Choctaw
Academy in Kentucky. The school was established
originally for the benefit of the Indians under a
reasonable expectation that so long as it continued
to afford the expected facilities for educating
Indian youths they would be furnished for that pur-
pose. Ordinary justice would require that such
expectations should not be disappointed to the loss
and injury of the founder of the Academy . . . It
has been intimated to the Department that improper
influences have been resorted to to prevent the
Indians from sending their children to the Choctaw
Academy. This is reprehensible in the highest
degree and should be put a stop to by the agent,

no matter from what quarter it comes. You will,
therefore, instruct the different agents and sub-
agents under your direction to inquire carefully

83yi1son to Crawford, August 24, 1843, Special File
28, OIA.
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and closely whether such interference has taken
place, and if it has, to censure in severe terms-
what is past and to prohibit and exert themselves
to prevent its recurrence.84

Mitchell enclosed the above letter to Anthony L. Davis and
made the following interesting comment:
The enclosed copy of a letter this day received
from the Department will serve as a sufficient
guidance for you on the subject to which it refers.
I trust that you will use every reasonable exertion
to comply with the requisition. If the boy or boys
can be had, consign them to me as early as possible
in the spring. I am inclined to think that the com-
plaints about the interference and influence of
Missionaries was intended principally for your sub-
agency. You will take special care to inform your-
self on the subject, and be governed by the in-
struction contained in the letter of the Commissioner. 83
The records do not reveal that any sub-agent made a report
on the alleged negative influence of the missionaries,
either before or after that correspondence.

Long after the Choctaw Academy was abandoned, how-
ever, the theme of protest against Catholic missionaries for
acting as a deterrent to the Catholic Potawatomi attendance
at non-reservation schools would be renewed. It came up

again and again on the reserve in Oklahoma. On the other

hand, those under non-Catholic influences were much more

841etters Sent, Letter Book 33, 1842, OIA,

85Mitche11 to Davis, December 12, 1842, Letter Book
VIII, Clark Papers.
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prominent in providing a constant trickle of candidates to
remote Indian boarding schools. A certain pattern emerged
on the school issue as early as the days of the Osage River
Reserve.

As far as the Wabash Potawatomi were concerned, the
Indian Department actually admitted defeat on the Choctaw
Academy issue, even as early as the spring of 1843. The
superintendent wrote that he was instructed again by the
Commissioner to stréss'the procurement of students. A quota
was established for the Osage Reserve sub-agency. But the
Wabash Band was explicitly excepted from supplying a share
of it: "Inasmuch as the Wabash Band has a school already in
successful operation among themselves, it will be advisable
to obtain the boys from the Indiana, Prairie, and St.
Joseph's Bands, and those of the United Band . . . among
them."86 It must be concluded, however, that opposition to
the policy of dispatching the Potawatomi youngsters to dis-
tant points to obtain an education had some support in all
the bands. One of the provisions of the general Treaty of

1846,87 which effected the union of the Osage and Council

86Mitchell to Davis, March 3, 1843, Letter Book

VIIT, Clark Papers.

87y, s. statutes at Large, IX, 853.



136

Bluffs Potawatomi on the new Kansas River Reserve, provided
that "the school fund of the Pottowautomies shall be ex-
pentded entirely in their own country,'" unless the Indians in
council "express a desire to have any part of the same ex-
pended in a different manner."88

It is not contended that the rise of the two commu-
nities on the Osage Reserve lator proved substantial in caus-

ing the major split which set up the Citizen Band. However,

i

factionalism became a complicating factor in the division,.
Also, the tendency carried over to the Citizen Band itself
and was one of its prominent, albeit negative, character-
istics. It is possible, no doubt, to make too much of this
quality; nevertheless, the phenomenon of petition and counter-
petition, of group versus group, is without doubt one of the
outstanding features of the Indian Department records con-
cerning the Potawatomi from the early days of the Osage
Reserve down to the twentieth century in Oklahoma. The evi-
dence does not lead to the conclusion that factionalism among
the Potawatomi was basically or essentially an Indian char-

acteristic; if anything, it was a mixed-blood phenomenon.

Sometimes, and especially later, as will be shown, no

88cappler, op. cit., II, 559.
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particular outside white, trader, or missionary instigation
was necessary. This study of the Osage Reserve thus far
directs attention quite definitely to these elements. It is
not a question of whether factionalism was good or bad fof
the Potawatomi, but it must be taken into account in ex-.
plaining later events and tendencies. On the Osage, even
more than at Council Bluffs, the receptiveness of the Pota-
watomi to mixed-blood and white influences was predominant.
This impact was generally in the direction of the white
man's civilization, yet it also fostered one of the quali-

ties quite common to that civilization, namely, factionalism.



CHAPTER V
PROGRESS IN CIVILIZATION ON THE OSAGE

In contrast to contemporary conditions among the
Potawatomi of the United Band at Council Bluffs, the Indians
on the Osage River made definite progress toward an agricul-
tural economy. A large-scale effort to achieve subsistence
from the soil was a correlative development with the rise
and progress of vigorous missions and schools. A large per-
centage of the pertinent correspondence of the Indian De-
partment related to agricultural and educational affajrs.

On the Osage it was not a matter of a small mixed-blood,
minority effort at farming but something much more general,
although admittedly not universal. As has been shown, there
was present also a scattering of the United Band Prairie
Potawatomi. Some of the Indians continued to devote atten-
tion to the chase; the fruits of this, plus the annuities,
constituted their subsistence, but references to hunting in

the official correspondence are most scanty.

138
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The influence of the mission schools and their
personnel, especially those in the Sugar Creek area, was
an important factor, possibly a decisive one, in progress
toward an agricultural way of life. To recapitulate the
- mission-school histories is inadvisable and unnecessary
here. A considerable literature already exists in secondary
sources; this is especially copious in reference to the
Catholic endeavors.l The Baptist Mission at Pottawatomie
Creek has received much less thorough attention. But this
undertaking failed to achieve the vigor and importance of
the combined effort of the Jesuits and the Ladies of the
Sacred Heart. The character and nature of the Indians them-
selves as depicted in the writings and correspondence of the
various missionaries have been somewhat neglected by his-

torians. Emphasis in this study, both for the Osage River

1The following is a representative listing of pub-
lished and unpublished works pertaining to the Osage River
Catholic mission and schools: Gilbert J. Garraghan, %he
Jesuits of the Middle United States, op. cit., II; Thomas H.
Kinsella, The History of Our Cradle Land (Kansas Clty The
Casey Pr1nt1ng Company, 1921); Arthur Thomas Donahue, "A
History of the Early Jesuit Missions in Kansas' (unpublished
Ph.D. Dissertation, Department of History, University of
Kansas, 1932); Joseph E. Coulter, '"Catholic Missions among
the Potawatomi Indians' (unpublished Master's thesis,
Department of History, University of Oklahoma, 1948); Richard
Joseph Bollig, History of Catholic Education in Kansas
(Washington: Catholic UnlverSLty Press, 1933).
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and later for the Kansas River Reservation will be upén the.
Indian and his way of life. The mission impetus té agricul—
ture will become more and more manifest. When the Potawatomi
agriculturists became solidified on the Kansas River; the
basis for a major spiit with the primitive, hunting Indians
from Council Bluffs afose. The Osage Reservation was impor-
tant in setting the stage for such an impasse, because in
this locale many Potawatomi adopted agricultural habits.
here was one early reference to the Potawatomi
attitude toward tilling the fields which had a parallel with
Council Bluffs. One of the Iowa sub;agents reported; as was
noted, that the labors bf'growing crops were in a high de;
gree confined to the women of the tribe. Although the cor-
respondence of the officials of the Indian Department appar-
ently did not contain a similar statement about the Indians
of the Osage River sub-agency, their pioneer Jesuit Mission-
ary, Father Christian Hoecken, did refer to the same prac;
tice. He stated in 1839 that the Potawatomi womén were
accustomed, generally, to bear the burdens of the cultivation
of the land.- To paraphrase his discussion: being himself
eager to establish the natural order of labor and in general
to inspire a love of agriculture, he gathered all the men of

the tribe (''tous les hommes de la tribu") on a day in spring
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and instructed them in the procedures of farming. The In-
dians manifested general satisfaction with his teaching, and
he proceeded immediately from the theory to the application.
Having put himself at their head, showing them the manner of
using the tools, their combined efforts in the spring re-
sulted in a bountiful harvest the following autumn. Hoecken
concluded this report on Potawatomi agriculture by stating
that he hoped that the initial success of the elementary
lessons which he had given might become a source of encour-
agement to them.2 One could draw an unwarranted conclusion
from this early report, either concerning the reluctance of
the men to do the labors of agriculture, or regarding the
influence of Hoecken in getting them to mend their ways;
however, womenfolk's agricultural field work was well-known
among Algonquian and other Indians.3

To judge by the reports of the sub-agents on the

Osage River, the Indians did make positive progress in

ZAnnales de la Propagation de la Foi (Lyoms, France:
1822-1900), XI1IL, 1840, 61.

3Regina Flannery, An Analysis of Coastal Algonquian
Culture (Washington: Catholic University Press, 1939),
Anthropological Series, No. 7, p. 105. Méntion of this
practice was also made in the introductory discussion of the
Potawatomi of the Great Lakes Region.
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developing agricultural interests and energies. Rather
early, in 1838, Anthony L. Davis recorded that his Pota-
watomi population of about one thousand, occupying the north-
eastern area of their reserve, were 'with by a few excep-
tions, engaged in agricultural pursuits,'and are making such
preliminary arrangements as are necessary for that mode of
life, and show a disposition to adopt exclusively agricul-
tural habits."# About a year later he recommended to the
superintendent the sale of looms and spinning wheels which
were ready for delivery to his Potawatomi. The money thus
obtained, he stated, should be expended for thé pufchase of
"ploughs and axe-hoes'" which the Indians needed immediately.
He thought that the cloth producing machines would deterio-
rate before they could be used, but agricultural items, in-
cluding oxen, stock-cattle, and hogs could be utilized ad-

vantageously.5 In his reports for the Annual Report of 1840

Davis emphasized that the earlier arrivals on the reserve
had become "somewhat comfortably situated," and that crops

and livestock were being improved.6 Still later, in 1842,

“R.C.I.A., 1838, p. 506.

SDavis to Pilcher, December 15, 1839, Letter Book
VIII, Clark Papers.

6R.C.I.A., 1840, p. 320.
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he mentioned that he signed an agreement for the erection of
the first grist mill.’

The outgoing correspondence of the office of the
superintendent in St. Louis similarly indicates considerable
agricultural acﬁivity among the Potawatomi of the Osage
Reserve. 1In 1844 there were contracts with two blacksmiths,
Robert Simerwell and Robert Wilson, and with two assistant
blacksmiths, John Leib and Andrew Fuller. Two other assist-
ant blacksmiths were active but did not as yet have formal
contracts.8 Shorﬁly afterwards reference was made to the
Department’s provision of livestock and agricultural imple-
ments for the St. Joseph Band. First, the commissioner was
notified of the need and desire of the Indians,9 and second,
the purchase of ploughs, axes, saws, augers, and twenty yoke
of work oxen was authorized. They would be forwarded to
Westport, from which point the sub-agent should arrange to

convey them to their proper destination, 10 Agricultural

’Davis to Mitchell, June 21, 1842, Letter Book VIII,
Clark Papers.

8Harvey to Cummins, January 23, 1844, Letter Book
VII, Clark Papers. '

9Harvey to Carpenter, February 28, 1844, Letter Book
VII, Clark Papers.

10Harvey to Carpenter, April 10, 1844, Letter Book
VII, Clark Papers.
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activity seemed to be picking up in the Pottawatomi Creek
area, which, as previously shown, was the headquarters of
the St. Joseph Band and certain elements of the Prairie Band.

By 1842 the reports on farming at Sugar Creek were
favorable. The sub-agent stated: 'The settlement on Sugar
Creek is particularly successful; there are good cabins
there, fenced fields, well cultivated fields, and much prai-
rie ground has been ploughed up and fenced during the recent
yearﬁil In his first extensive report to the Department,
the Jesuit superintendent of the Catholic Mission school
asserted that the Indians worked the soil and prepared rails
to enclose their lands. Their successful production of corn
and garden vegetables resulted in the incorporation of these
items into the Potawatomi food economy.l? The school super- |
intendent also stressed the need of work animals, and ex-
plicitly declared that the Indians were making an effort 'to
imitate the whites" in their farming endeavors.l3 It appears,
then, that some progress was made in the relatively short

space of time since Hoecken's observations in 1839 on the

Ug.c.1.A., 1842, p. 440.
121bid., p. 494.

131pid.
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reluctance of the menfolk to wo;k in the fields.

As time elapsed, implic;tions in the cbntempprary
records, as well as direct statements, pointed to a lag in
agricultural advancement at Pottawatomie Creek. As late as
September, 1844, the St. Louis superintendent gave instruc-
tions concerning the demonstration of the use of oxen in
that settlement. A deiivery of twenty-five yoke of the
animals was authorized, either as a delayed fulfillment of
'the promise of the previous April or as a supplementai pro-
vision. The Potawatomi were to be shown how to use the
creatures: ", . . it should be espécially provided that the
oxen should be unyoked and reyoked in the presence of the
Indians in an open space."l4 It seems that these students
of agriculture were a bit skittish about utilizing the work-
animals. On the other hand, references express concern
about the recovery of strayed oxen from the Sugar Creek
settlement.l3 Their presence and use in the latter place
was much more taken for granted.

By autumn of 1845 the sub-agent, Alfred J. Vaughn,

“included-some extended comments on agricultural affairs for

14Harvey to Cummins, September 28, 1844, Letter Book
VII, Clark Papers.

1SIbid., Harvey to Carpenter, June 4, 1844,
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the Annual Report:

It is gratifying to state that the Pottawatomie,
generally speaking, have evinced a very laudable
desire to cultivate the soil. Those on Sugar creek
have, within the last few years, mostly abandoned
the bottom lands, which are subject to the annual
periodical inundations in the spring of the year,
and are now cultivating the prairie land with much
success. This summer one hundred and fifty acres
of prairie have been broken up, viz: about one
hundred acres at Sugar Creek, and fifty-at Potta-
watomi creek; seed has been furnished for sowing,
and, from the efforts made by these people this
season, I have hopes that next year their industry
and perseverance will be amply rewarded. The
Pottawatomie living on Sugar Creek, viz: the Wa- -
bash Band and nearly one-half of the Saint Joseph,
have been as usual very exemplary. They have raised
this season a considerable quantity of small grain
. they are industrious and moral; are comfort-

"ably fixed in good log houses; and their fields are
well fenced, staked, and ridered . . . That part of
the Saint Joseph band residing on Pottawatomie
creek have not been as provident as could be wished;
they, it is true, in some individual cases attended
to farming, but a majority have not exhibited a
desire to cultivate the soil for a maintenance .
The mills have been continually grinding, so that
upon the whole the Pottawatomie may be considered
in a fair way of doing well. 16

The year 1845 seems to have marked the zenith of
agricultural progress on the Osage River Reserve. By the
1846 Treaty of June 5 and 17,l7 respectively signed at

Council Bluffs and at the Osage, the Indians were in the

16R.c.1.A., 1845, pp. 555, 556.

17y, s. statutes at Large, IX, 853.
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early prospect of being uprooted again. Departmental corre-
spondence concentrated on this development: farming condi-
tions received very little attention; letters about oxen and
seed-wheat dropped out of the picture. Alsg demoralization
developed, as was characteristic with pre-emigration periods.
Catholic missionary records mentioned Indian drunkenness and
lawlessness. A prison, the first mentioned, was constructed;
a forfeiture qf half of one's annuities was levied for
drunkenness; there were interferences from the nearby white
settlements; and the missionaries came to feel that they were
working in most disadvantageous circumstances. Elizabeth
McCoy, a niece of Isaac McCoy, who joined the staff at the
Baptist Mission in 1844,19 similarly commented on the
afflicted condition of the Indians and of their intemperance
"leading to degradation and poverty."20

Nevertheless, the days of agricultural progress on
the Osage, definitely a formative state, conditioned a large
nucleus of Indians to the culture of the soil. Following

the upsetting conditions of the time anticipatory to

18Garraghan, op. cit., II, pp. 217, 218.

19Moore, loc. cit., p. 51.

20R.Cc.I.A., 1845, p. 933.
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emigration, of the removal itself, and the period of uncer-
tainty connected with getting settled again, they returned
to the soil. Although agriculturalists among the Potawatomi
resumed farming, a large proportion of the Indians of the
new Kansas River Reservation gave only the most scanty
attention to farming and continued to emphasize the chase
and the Indian wéy of life. This divergence of economies
lay close to the heart of the situation which resulted in
the parting of the ways.

Within the context of this investigation the mis-
sions and'schoqls of the Osage River Reserve a;e,considered
as complémentary and allied forces in the civilizing impli-
cation of progress in agriculture. In some degree there was
a direct correlation. The missions and schools provided
necessary facilities for training in the manual and domestic
arts otherwise characteristic of a civilized, agricultural
society. Possibly this could have been done as well by
government manual labor schools, but, as it was, no such
institution existed on this particular reservation., Atten-
tion to the girls and women of the tribe was a paramount
necessity, and it was with relation to this effort that the
Department officials were often inclined to make comments of

praise.
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The impact of the Christian religion, too, cannot be
minimized. Some intense loyalties, both to the missionaries
and to the religion of the white man, were continued and
developed during this time. The rivalries of the Baptists
and the Jesuits were undoubtedly reflected in factionalism,
as before illustrated, but the over-all effect of the minis-
trations of bothﬁpanties brought the Indian closer to the
adoption of the white man's way. The Christianizing effort
was implicitly a civilizing factor, as has often been the
case in Western Civiliéation, The competition of the rival
missionaries seems in some measure only to have increased
confidence and faith in the particular loyalty to which the
Indian, or mixed-blood Indian, was attached. The nature and
ardor of the petitions and counter-petitions in the Lykins
controversy supports this generalization.

The Baptist Mission and its school at Pottawatomie
Creek was a direct successor to the old Carey School in
Michigan, and most of its personnel had been at some time
connected with that celebrated, pioneer Indian educational
center. Isaac McCoy himself never became a member of the
staff in residence on the Osage River Reserve, but the
correspondence reveals that he kept in active touch with it

from the beginning. Writing concerning the new location of



130
two old associates, Mr. and Mrs. Meeker, among the Ottawa in

1837, he remarked:

About the same time Mr. and Mrs. Simerwell located
among the Putawatomies, within the Indian territory.
This was an event to which we had long looked with
deep solicitude. We considered this station to be
a continuation of the Carey Mission, transplanted
from Michigan to this place.21

Also in Solomon Peck's history, published in the same year
as McCoy's comprehensive account, 1840, the appeal of Dr.
Johnston Lykins, written not later than 1839, is quoted as
containing the following observations:
We hope now to be able to collect into settlements
many of our former pupils, now fathers and mothers
of families; and could we have an additional mis- _
sionary for the station, we think that the pros-

pects for lasting usefulness are better than they

were in the days of the most successful operations
in Michigan.

Of Carey background on the mission staff were Mr. and Mrs.
Simerwell, Johnstom Lykins, and later Elizabeth McCoy.Z23
Lykins' wife, formerly Delilah McCoy, daughter of Isaac,
seems never to have been mentioned at this mission; probably

her death occurred before this time.z4

21M.cCoy, History of Baptist Indian Missions, op.
cit., p. 525.

22peck, op. cit., p. 543.
23Mioore, loc. cit., pp. 47-51.

24Esther Clark Hill, "Some Background of Early
Baptist Missions in Kansas," loc. cit., p. 90n.
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From the beginning and throughout the period of the
Osage River Reserve,  the Baptist Mission was beset with
handicaps: lack of personnel; lack of money, and the effects
of a change of jurisdiction in the missionary board support-
ing it. Robert Simerwell and his wife were the only workers
in residence until at least 1840. In February of that year,
writing to Dr. L. Bolles, corresponding secretary of the
Baptist Board in Boston, Simerwell begged for the presence
of a Baptist minister on the Osage, which he himself was not,
and recommended that Dr. Lykins be spared from the Shawanoe
Mission.25 1In the same letter he also argued for a boarding
school and offered to try fof the position of sub-agency
blacksmith in order to help out with the general financial
burden. Bolles in reply indicated that Lykins' transfer was
approved and likewisezgave a sanction, even praise, to
Simerwell for offering to become a smith.26 Whether or not
Lykins actually moved to the Osage immediately is not en-
tirely clear; he is elsewhere indicated as connected with

the publication of the Shawanoe Sun until 1842. He did make

the 1840 report for the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, dated

23simerwell to Bolles, February 20, 1840, Simerwell
Papers, File 4, Division of Manuscripts, KSHS.

261bid., Bolles to Simmerwell, April 8, 1840.
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October 6, Shawnee'Mission,27 and seems to have been the
general superintendent of the mission among the Potawatomi.

Some time after this the Boston Board dropped this
mission as one of its projects.28 All the details are not
available, but the Board made objection, under a new corre-
sponding secretary, to Simerwell's occupation as a black-
smith. 1In 1843 Simerwell wrote bitterly to the new secre-
tary, the Reverend S. Peck, complaining about the reversal
of policy leading to his dismissal., Simerwell was reluctant
to inform the Indians that he was dropped from the mission
service. His appeal also contained this comment: "I am a
layman and not a minister, and a minister was requisite in
the eyes of this people . . . The occup#ﬁcy of the ground by
the Baptist Board kept the Methodists out, and in the mean-
time the Catholics have carried the ground.'29 By December
of 1842 Lykins was certainly in residence on the Osage, for
in that month the sub-agent reported that the Indians had

engaged him as their physician, this being the opening shot

27% .C.1.A., 1840, p. 376.

8Moore, loc. cit., p. 49.

293imervell to Peck, July 29, 1843, Simerwell
Papers, File 4, KSHS.
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in the feud over his appointment.so Meanwhile the little
Baptist school, a day school, suspended its activities in
1840.31

No really significant upturn in the educational
effort transpired until 1844 when the newly-organized Amer-
ican Indian Mission Association, a project of Isaac McCoy,
with headquarters in Louisville, Kentucky, took over the
Potawatomi mission.32 Mr. and Mrs. Simerwell were again
appointed missionaries and Elizabeth McCoy was sent to aid
them. 33 By that time Lykins had succeeded in obtaining his
appointment as physician. A careful comparison of the mis-
sionary correspondence in the Kansas State Historical
'Soeiety with the records of the Indian Department, National
Archives, reveals that Lykins was in Louisville in early May,

1844, for what he described as an organizational convention

30Davis to Mitchell, December 22, 1842, Letter Book
VIII, Clark Papers.

31R.c.1.A., 1840, p. 376.

32 ranklin G. Adams, '"Reverend Isaac McCoy,' Kansas
Historical Collections (I, II, 1881), p. 275. According to
this article McCoy took up residence in Louisville, Kentucky,
in 1842 and died there in 1846.

33Moore, loc. cit., pp. 50, 51.
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of the new "Indian Mission Board."3% Later that month he
had an interview in Washington with the Secretary of War
which led to his approval and appointment as physician on
the 29th or 30th.33 That Lykins had a significant following
among the Indians of the Pottawatomie Creek settlement was
attested earlier by Simerwell: in the midst of the big con-
troversy over the appointment he wrote that the Indians "in
council assembled" adopted Dr. Lykins '"a member of the Puta-
watomie nation' and appointed him "councilor for the chiefs
of the same."36 Therefore, when Lykins appeared in Louis-
ville in May of 1844 he was in a very advantageous position
to secure the maximum support of the new American Indian
Mission Association, especlally in view of Isaac McCoy's own
longstanding interest in the Potawatomi.

Although the Baptist educational effort was renewed
after the events of 1844, the financial problems of the mis-

sion seemingly were not solved. Superintendent Thomas

34Lykins to Simerwell (from Louisville), May 8,
1844, Simerwell Papers, File 4, KSHS.

35Lykins to Medill, March 30, 1846, Special File 28,
OIA; Haverty to Carpenter, June 8, 1844, Letter Book VII,
Clark Papers.

365imerwell to Peck, July 29, 1843, Simerwell
Papers, File 4, KSHS.
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Harvey, St. Louis, in 1845 instructed the Osage sub-agent as
follows:

You will say to Dr. Lykims that I have written to
Mr. Crawford urging pecuniary aid for the schools,
but the Doctor has no doubt seen from the Department
report that the Choctaw Academy absorbed of the
Potawatomie fund last year $8875.0037

Compared with that sum, the schools on the Osage River, Bap-
tist and Catholic together, received only a mere pittance
during the entire history of the reserve. It is no surprise,
then, that Elizabeth McCoy, im making the official report of
the Baptist school in 1845, argued against educating the
Potawatomi in "distant places.'" She stated that the Indians
desired that thelr educational funds be spent at home. 38
That the Jesults were many times hitherto accused of foster-
ing the same idea has been mentioned. Since everyone, in-
c¢luding the Indians, was agreed on it, there is likewise
little surprise that a provision for local schooling was in-
serted into the removal Treaty of 1846. Thus it was, too,
that on the subsequent Kansas River Reservation both Bap-
tists and Catholics emjoyed much better financial support

and were able to provide for many more Indian children.

37Harvey to Vaughn, February 19, 1845, Letter Book
VII, Clark Papers, Emphasis by Harvey.

38R.C.I.A., 1845, p. 610.
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From 1837 to 1840 Robert Simerwell came into the
Vvarious reports in connection with his activities at Potta-

watomi Creek. The first mention in the Annual Report of the

Commissioner of Indian Affairs was his own brief statement,
for 1837, in the autumn which he arrived there. He was us-
ing the new alphabet for the instruction of the Indians and
found that twenty-three characters sufficed for its prepa-
ration.3? Isaac McCoy wrote that by January of 1838, 'Mr.
Simerwell's prospects among the Putawatomies appeared to be
brightening, and many, chiefly adults, appeared willing to
read in their own language . . . ,'" but being alone and
short of funds, he was handicapped. McCoy himself had ad-
vanced enough money to enable Simerwell to hire a mixed-
blood to aid in the instruction for a short time.%0 During
the same year, Simerwell was officially appointed teacher by
the Boston Board.%l The day-school got under way in January,
1839, and soon seven Indian boys were being instructed.42 A

Temperance Society was organized successfully that year, and

39R.c.1.A., 1837, p. 570.

4OHistory of Baptist Indian Missions, op. cit., p.

541.
41Moore, loc. cit., p. 43.

421bid., p. 44.
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two Christian Indians were employed to help with the labors
of teaching.43 In 1840 a female school was inaugurated,
named the '"Shields Female Academy," tggght by Mrs. Simerwell
and Miss Elizabeth Stinson.%4 Dr. Lykins' official report
for that year, written at Shawnee Mission, contained the
news that Mr. Simerwgll's school had suspended operations
but that Mr. Simerwell and Miss Stinson would continue their
endeavors. 43

During the period 1840 to 1845, the time of the drop-
ping of the Baptist Mission by the Boston Board and its
adoption by McCoy's new organization in Louisville, Baptist
educational reports are lacking. Unfavorablé financial com-
ditions prevailed: Simerwell took the position of blacksmith,
and Lykins of physician. The influence of the two, even in
these positions, however, cannot be doubted. Although the
school seems to have remained inoperative, the mission itself
and its personnel were of consequence. For example, any
effort promoting health or temperance was a contribution.

Whiskey was also a problem on the Osage Reserve, and the

“3peck, op. cit., p. 544,

bb

Moore, loc. cit., p. 44.

45p.C.I.A., 1840, p. 376.
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"Putawatomie Temperance Society,' organized on July 4, 1839,

46

with a total of 94 members, was an auspicious beginning in

that effort.
With the arrival of Elizabeth McCoy in the autumn of
1844, the Baptist day-school was re-inaugurated. In the
official report for 1845, dated September 18, and addressed
to A. J. Vaughn, Osage sub-agency, she wrote:
In my instructions I was directed to repéir to this
place, and for the present, preparatory to the estab-
lishment of a manual labor school; to teach as many
day scholars as I could collect, or induce to attend
from their homes. I accordingly, on the*7th of last
November, commenced a small day-school taught in
English. The whole number enrolled, and who have
attended up to this time, is twenty; fifteen boys
between the ages of seven and eighteen, and five
girls between the ages of eight and sixteen. Of the

whole number eleven read and write, the balance spell
more or less.47

The staff of the mission as 1istéd in the same report con-
sisted of Dr. Lykins, Mr. and Mrs. Simerwell, and herself.48
| During 1846 Elizabeth McCoy's day-school continued
to operate with 15 boys and five girls. There was no pros-

pect that the Board of American Indian Mission Association

46cora Dolbee, "The Fourth of July in Early Kansas,"
Kansas Historical Collections, XXV (Vol. VIII, Kansas
Historical Quarterly, May, 1939), 139.

47R.C.1.A., 1845, p. 610.

48Moore, loc. cit., p. 51.
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would proceed with plans for a manual labor school on the
Osage, especially in view of the recent removal treaty. She
went on to extol the advantages of the boarding school; the
Potawatomi were, she asserted, ''too wild and iénorant to be
benefited to any extent" by the services of the day-schoolﬁe
The old school at Carey in Michigan, a boarding, manual
labor school, came in.for praise: '"among the Pottawatomie
here and at Council Bluffs, many of the pupils of this
establishment are found under circumstances of great encour-
agement to the friends of manual labor schools.' The Board
in Louisville should definitely plan to re-open such a
school, "on the arrival of the tribe . . . on the Kansas

130

River. The 1847 report contained the information that

the Board had appropriated $1,500.00 for the "new building

at the newly planned residence of the Pottawatomie."’l She

49R.C.I.A., 1846, p. 367. The fact that her report
came from Iowa Territory seems to be the cause of misleading
one author into concluding that Miss McCoy was teaching a
school there for the Prairie Band (William Elsey Connelley,
"The Prairie Band of Pottawatomi Indians,'" loc. cit., pp. 491,
492). No explanation was found in the present research for
her presence there, but the context of the 1846 report, plus
its clear designation as Osage River business (being ad-
dressed to Sub-agent Vaughan), excludes the possibility that
she was referring to an Iowa Potawatomi school.

S01bid., p. 369.

Slr c.1.A., 1847, p. 932.
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now had only four girls and one boy in her day-school, and
the remaining remarks were mainly pertinent to conditions of
intemperance, poverty and degradation in the vicinity.52

Later will follow a discussion of the relatively
early movement of the Baptist missionaries to the Kansas
kiver. The manual labor boarding school which they fé;nded
there became of much more consequence than any they were
able to develop on the Osage River. It should be pointed
out that this little group of Baptists, most of them formerly
associated with the old Carey school, formed a very real
connection between the Potawatomi of the Great Lakes area
and their later history in Kaﬁsas.53

In the opinion of Indian Department officials, the
Catholic Mission and schools at Sugar Creek exercised a
great influence on the Potawatomi. For example, in Sub-
agent Vaughan's official summary for 1845 he commented on
the aggregate of Indians around Sugar Creek in the following

terms:

521pid., p. 933.

330ur summary account of the history of the Baptist
Mission on the Osage River is believed to be the first de-
tailed survey ever prepared. To make it fully complete, an
investigation of the correspondence of the Baptist Board of
Missions in Boston would be necessary.
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They are communicants, to the number of about eleven
hundred, of the Roman Catholic Church; and too much
praise cannot be awarded to the zealous fathers of
the persuasion for the good they have wrought among
the people. Two schools are in operation. The
female one, under direction of the Ladies of the
‘Sacred Heart, deserving particular commendation.5%

On the eve of the actual emigration to the Kansas River Re-
serve, the superintendent in St. Louis, Thomas H. Harvey,
forwarded a petition of Father Felix L. Verreydt, Jesuit
superintendent at Sugar Creek, requesting aid for the
erection of a church in the new reserve. 'You will observe,"

he stated,

that he asks for the erection of a church for the*
Potawatomies on the Kansas as promised by the Com-
missioners at the treaty: I am not able to say
whether the promises thus made and referred to' by
Mr. V. are on the Journal [of treaty deliberations]
or not. Col. Matlock who acted as clerk, thinks
they are. The promises that he speaks of were made
and were deemed necessary by the Commissioners to
ensure the adoption of the treaty by the Indians on
the Osage. The Catholic Church numbers from ten to
twelve hundred members on the Osage, very few belong
to any other church.55

A year earlier, in 1846, Sub-agent Vaughn also paid this

tribute:

54R.C.I.A., 1845, p. 555. Quoted in part by Joseph

E. Coulter, loc. cit., p. 29, also more extensively quoted
in Garraghan, op. cit., II, 227, 228.

55Harvey to Medill, September 27, 1847, Letter Book
IX, Clark Papers. Quoted in Garraghan, op. cit., II, 202.
Emphasis supplied here.
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The Roman Catholic Mission on Sugar Creek among the
Potawatomies pursued in a quiet unostentatious way
its wonted path in theé continuance of good works.
The reverend fathers by their untiring zeal and the
ladies of the Society of the Sacred Heart; on whom
the female school depends, are entitled to the re- -
spect of all persons acquainted with their exertions,56

Before proceeding with a discussion of certain civi-

lizing aspects of the Catholic Mission and schools on the
Osage, it is well to turn briefly to the Michigan-Indiana
Catholic background of the Indians of the Sugar Creek commu-

nity. A large nucleus of Catholic Indians had migrated to

this place; it was not a matter of beginning a mission in an

all-pagan atmosphere, as was the case apparently with

Hoecken's more or less fruitless attempt among the Kickapoo.

Gilbert J. Garraghan, our often quoted Jesuit historian,
opens his consideration of the Catholic endeavors on the
Osage River Reserve with the following:

The Potawatomi Mission of Sugar Creek, maintained by
the middlewestern Jesuits during the decade 1838-1848
near the present Centerville, Linn County, Kansas,
was a revival after the lapse of many years of the
eighteenth-century Jesuit Miami-Potawatomi Mission on
the St. Joseph River near the site of Niles Michigan.?/

Then Garraghan goes on to quote Francis Parkman's Conspiracy

56R.C.I.A., 1846, quoted in Bollig, History of
Catholic Education in Kansas, op. cit., II, 202.

57

Garraghan, op. cit.,‘II, 175.
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of Pontiac concerning the half-century and more of Jesuit
labors among the Potawatomi in the vicinity of Lake Michigan,
where the St. Joseph Mission was in a thriving condition as
early as 1712. The suppression of the Jesuit Order, later
in the century, intervened, and no important Catholic mis-
sionary activity was carried on among the Potawatomi until
the thirties of the nineteenth century. Principal person-
alities in renewing the work were the priests, Frederick
Rese and Stephen Badin. The latter was the first priest
ordained in the United States. In 1830 he dedicated a new
chapel at the old St. Joseph's Mission site, and in 1834
made his headquarters in Indiana at the place which later
became the site of Notre Dame University. Badin was as-
sisted and followed by Fathers Carrabin, Deseille, and
Benjamin Petit. The last accompanied the forced migration
of the "Trail of Death" in the fall of 1838 and delivered
the Catholic Potawatomi to Father Christian Hoecken at the
trail's end on the Osage Reserve. The renewed efforts of
the eighteen-thirties achieved a remarkable success in
bringing large numbers of Potawatomi into the Catholic faith.
This development, nearly all of it, was accomplished subse-
quent to the closing of the Baptist mission and school at

Carey; it was during the years just preceding the major
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migrations of the Michigan and Indiana Potawatomi to west of
the Mississippi River.28

One of the Catholic chiefs, Pokegon (or Pokagon),
fearing dangers to religion in the movement to a new home in
the West, prevéiled at the Treaty of Chicago, 1833, in se-
curing exemption from the ordeal for himself and his little
band, and was awarded a small reserve in Michigan.?? His
foilowers and descendants later have been popularly termed
"Pokagon's Band.'" Its neglected righﬁs under the Chicago
Treaty were the subject of many congressional hearings and
considerable legislation.

Father Christian Hoecken was the outstanding Jesuit.
This statement in no way detracts from Father Felix Verreydt,
important as he was in his long tenure as superintendent of
the Catholic mission. Hoecken, more than anyone else, left
accounts of the period of the mission. His famous Diary, a
record of events of both major and minor importance, has
been the most basic primary source for the various writers
of the mission history. Although he began his work on the

Potawatomi language later than Robert Simerwell, Hoecken's

>81bid., pp. 175-188, passim.

59Carman, op. cit., p. 21.
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eventual output was quite abundant. He prepared three
English-Potawatomi dictionaries, the third being a combina-
tion and supplementation of the two earlier ones.%0 He
published books and hymns in the Indian language, the first
going into use at Sugar Creek on May 21, 1845.61
Hoecken's performance as a medical doctor and physi-

cian for the Potawatomi is mentioned often in the records,
although prior professional training in this field seems to
have been lacking. During his absence from Sugar Creek,

1840-1841, while he visited the Potawatomi at Council Bluffs,
Va period of sickness occurfed, and his return was most wel-
come.®2 Indian Department officials continued to recognize

his ministrations in the realm of disease and medicines even

60These dictionaries, MSS, are extant in St. Mary's
College archives, St. Mary's, Kansas. The archivist there,
Augustin Wand, S. J., stated in March, 1959, that these and
other Potawatomi language items have been requested fre-
quently by universities and centers of linguistic studies
for microfilming. Maurice Gailland, S. J., successor of
Hoecken as principal Potawatomi missionary, also compiled a
more thorough English-Potawatomi dictionary, likewise in the
collection. He also wrote a very informative article on the
nature and peculiarities of the Potawatomi language (''Potta-
watomy Indians,'" Woodstock Letters, loc. cit., V, January,
1875, pp. 52-56).

6lcou1ter, loc. cit., p. 28.

62"Hoecken Diary - O'Meara,'" pp. 9, 11.
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after the migration to the Kansas River. John Haverty,
clerk of the superintendency office in St. Louis, writing to
superintendent Mitchell, at the time on a business trip to
Washington, enclosed a claim from St. Mary's mission 'for
medicines furnished and services rendered to the Potawatomies
during the prevalence of the cholera last year'" by Father
Hoecken. The clerk concluded with, "I presume no doubt can
be entertained of the importance of the services rendered,
and consequently of the justice of the claim,"63

Hoecken was outstanding in fostering the agricultural
way of life among the Potawatomi. The memoirs of Felix
Verreydt establish the fact that Sugar Creek farming activi-
ties were hampered by the scarcity of fertile soil. Only
the creek bottomland was suitable for the Indian's favorite
crop, corn.®4 But the Sugar Creek bottomland also had the
serious handicap that it was subject to flooding.65 Verreydt
declared that the Indians spent too much time processing the
limited amount of maple sugar which they were able to obtain

from the trees of the area. He continues with a detailed

63Haverty to Mitchell, February 5, 1840, Letter Book

IX, Clark Papers.

64Garraghan op. cit., II, 217.

65R.C.I.A., 1845, p. 555.
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account of Hoecken's influence in promoting an agricultural
economy:

If they [the Indians], had employed their time in
more useful pursuits as in enlarging their little
fields of corn or raising at least some what in
some parts of their prairies or planting some
potatoes in their bottom lands, etc., they would
have been scarcely any poor people among them.
Their thirty dollars per head which they received
of the government for their annmuities could not
with their little industry support them. There
was no game in their country and for them to go on
a buffalo hunt to the Rocky Mountains was too dan-
gerous an undertaking. They dreaded the scalping
knife of the wild Indiams of those regions. To
ameliorate their pitiful condition, Fr. C. Hoecken,
who was heart and soul for the welfare of the In-
dians, gathered them into bands consisting of about
30 persons in each band. He selected a suitable
place for each family where they might raise corn
or potatoes, etc. These 30 Indians were to split
rails and fence and plow the field for each family
belonging to their band. It was truly a pleasant
sight to see them at work. Their natural indolent
nature was there truly exhibited. One would plow
for a little while, staggering as if he were drunk.
Having never had a plough in his hands, no wonder
he was laughed at by the few who knew better. As
soon as he gave out, another commenced and thus

[as they worked] by turns laughing and joking, the
field was made ready for cultivation. They soon
began to see the advantages of industry and some of
them bye and bye raised an abundance of corn and
their little cabins began to be neatly fixed and
some of them erected fine log-houses. One of them
in particular had become so industrious that he
himself planed all the logs for his house which
was erected as smooth as a brick wall.66

From this description it seems reasonable to conclude that

66Garraghan, op. cit., II, 217. Brackets, ibid.
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Father Hoecken's influence was in some large measure respon-
sible for the advancement of agriculture at Sugar Creek.

The Indian Department's records carry a constant
theme of praise and commendation for the girls' school at
Sugar Creek. While it would not be possible to prove that
the female institution was the greatest single civilizing
agency in the total mission effort, there is little doubt
that praise was merited. The education of Indian women and
girls to the domestic arts of the white man was a principal
means of achieving civilized manners among the Potawatomi.
Richard Elliot, the extraordinary sub-agent at Council
Bluffs, very capably discussed this subject in his 1843 gen-
eral report to Commissioner Crawford. He stressed the need
of local manual labor schools and questioned the good re-
sults of sending even the Indian boys to distant institutions.
Continuing, Elliot pin-points the relative importance of
female Indian education in these words:

Whereas we all know that the influence of the women,
sim assisting to civilize the Indians is much more
potent than that of the men, because the mother, being
more constantly with the children cannot fail to mold
their characters by their views and sentiments. It
was once remarked to me by a distinguished &hief of
the Choctaws (himself a gentleman of cultivated mind
and refined manners,) that one woman could effect

greater results than one hundred men, in leading
their people to adopt the fireside comforts and
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enjoyments of civilized life . . .67
Government support for the Catholic schools; male or

female, was, during the entire era of the Osage Reserve
never of much consequence. By earlier agreements in Indiana;
a sum of three hundred dollars annually was to be supplied
on the Osage reserve for Catholic missiomary Fathers. This
money was obtained after a comsiderable amount of correspond-
ence, but no provision was made by the Department for the
Sisters, the Ladies of the Sacred Heart. During their first
years at Sugar Creek, they were supported and supplied from
other sources. Wrote Commissioner Crawford in 1844:

I really am grieved to think there are no means

within my power to help these philantropic- ladies.

The school fund of the Potawatomies is consider-

able, but, at present, the whole amount is expended

at the Choctaw Academy in Kentucky.68
The Ladies of the Sacred Heart finally were authorized some
financial support in 1845. They were granted $500.00 an-

nually for the female school, receiving the first allowance

in January, 1846.69

67R.C.1.A., 1843, p. 39%.

68crawford to Harvey, June 29, 1844, Copy of orig-
inal in Potawatomi Files, Missions in Linn County, St.
Mary's College archives, St. Mary's, Kansas.

69Garraghan, op. cit., II, 213.
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Superintendent Harvey's official report to Commis-
sioner Crawford in the autumn of 1844 is typical of the

commendatory statements in the Annual Report:

The female school is conducted by five ladies of the
"Sacred Heart;" they have under instruction between
sixty and seventy girls. The progress of the girls
is exceedingly flattering; they are taught the useful
branches of female education; at the same time fash-
ionable accomplishments are not neglected . . . Too
much praise canmot be given to these accomplished
ladies, for the sacrifice they have made in alienat-
ing themselves from society, to ameliorate the con-
dition of the Indians.?70

By way of contrast, while nothing critical was implied re-
garding the Sugar Creek boys' school; the superintendent's
comment was most brief: '""The number of boys taugﬁt is about
sixty; they are said to succeed well, "7/l

The Sisters have left a record of their impressions
of the Potawatomi among whom they toiled. The general tenor
of their letters was that of praise and satisfaction with
their children and with the results accomplished. '"Our
children,'" states one of the Sisters,

. are learning td write, to know their religion.

They also knit, crochet and 'sew marvelously well.

Many of them can now make all kinds of clothing for
both men and women. They work in the garden, learn

70R.C.1.A., 1844, p. 437.

711bid.
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to wash and iron, care for the cows, bake bread,

churn and make candles. In fact we train them in

all that can be useful to them as wives, mothers

and housekeepers. The docility of their character

makes they very easy to handle and teach, and the

parents uphold us in all we do.72
The concluding clause, '"and the parents uphold us in all we
do," has considerable significance. Primitive Potawatomi
were indulgent with children. To uphold the teachers repre-
sented an advance of one more rung up the ladder of
civilization.

Other Potawatomi traits also came to the notice of
the Sisters. The children were inclined to be quiet and
well-behaved. 'They are by nature a quiet people; they all
speak in a low tone of voice, and the children are neVer
noisy at their games or in the classroom.'" On Sundays the
Indian women did break silence by singing ''mearly all day
long at the doors of their huts or in the church."’3

Before concluding this account of the Sugar Creek

mission and schools, a brief allusion must be made to the

progress of religion itself. At Sugar Creek, the Potawatomi

72Mother Lucille Mathevon to her Superior General,
in Sister Louise Callan, R. S. J. C., The Society of the
Sacred Heart in North America (New York: Longman's Green
and Co., 1937), p. 274; quoted in Coulter, loc. cit., p. 26.

731pid., both.
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attachment to the Catholic church was, for many, not just a
superficial aspect of their lives. It was actually an in-
tegral part of the daily routine; so much so, perhaps, that
conditions of greater fervor might be difficult to discover
in all the history of American Catholic Indian missions.
Mother Mathevon, of the Ladies of the Sacred Heart, kept a
diary or Journal. She estimated that there were one thou-
sand Catholic Indians in the settlement at the time of the
Sisters' first arrival, also that there were about two thou-
sand "not yet converted.''74 The Mathevon Journal contains
this passage in reference to the manner and degree of daily
religious participation on the part of the Indians:

I have never seen in America or in France, greater

faith and piety. One of the missionaries assembles

them every morning in the church. An Indian says

the prayers aloud; this is followed by half an hour

of meditation. Then the braves, at least one hun-

dred everyday, assist at Mass, during which they

sing hymns in their native tongue. After Mass one

of them teaches catechism to about thirty boys and

as many girls. At six-thirty in the evening they

have prayers in common in the church. The missionary

gives them his blessing and they return to their

homes. Every Sunday they sing High Mass and Vespers

beautifully. The Americans mingle their voices with

the savages. The Indian voices are superbe.75

There was also some evidence that the Catholic

74Coulter, loc. cit., p. 23.

731bid., pp. 23, 24.
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Potawatomi displayed more than ordinary zeal for other as-
pects of the external ritual of the Church. A contemporary
letter of one of the Jesuit Fathers gave an account of a
Corpus Christ feastday procession in 1843. The description
of the size, color, and splendor of the affair would have
done justice to.similar ceremonials in 0ld Spain or Mexico:
"The canopy was carried by the eight principal chiefs; and
followed by the commander in chief and a sduadron of lancers
on horseback . . . the prayer of twelve hundred people .
rose like incense.'76 This type of public religious demon-
stration was repeated later, both at St. Mary's on the Kan-
sas River and at Sacred Heart Mission in the indian Territory.

A large and colorful party often went forward some |
distance to welcome distinguished guests or new arrivals.
When the Ladies of the Sacred Heart first came to the reser-
vation, the Potawatomi, to the number of five hundred,
greeted them a mile from the mission. Their dress was gay;
many were mounted; bright blankets, plumes and feathers were

displayed; feats of horsemanship were performed for the .

76 30hn F. 0'Connor, '"'The Jesuits in the Kaw Valley":
An account of the missionary and educational work of the
Jesuits of St. Marys, Kansas, unpublished Ms., 1925,
archives of St. Mary's College, St. Marys, Kansas, pp. 31,
32.



174

entertainment of the newcomers.’’ This kind of cordial dis-
play was also enacted later at St. Mary's on the Kaw River
upon the arrival of the first Catholic bishop of Kansas. /8
And the Potawatomi in 1891 accorded a similar welcome to the
first bishop of the Indian Territory on the occasion of his
first visit to Sacred Heart Mission, located in the south-
east corner of their reservation. It is probably symbolic
of the intervening advancement in civilization that one new
feature was added to the reception party in Oklahoma: there
were twenty wagons along with the mouunted horsemen, and the
cortege met the bishop at a total distance of three miles
from his destination.’9

Both the unofficial estimates of the number of
Catholic Poﬁéwatomi on the Osage River and the more accur-
ately kept sacramental records kept by the Jesuit Fathers
furnish definite evidence of an impressive body of Catholic
Indians. This contrasted sharply with Council Bluffs, where

there was a small but influential Catholic minority,

77Coultér, loc. cit., p. 23.
78Garraghan, op. cit., II, 644.

79Joseph Francis Murphy, ''The Monastic Centers of
the Order of St. Benedict in Oklahoma,' unpublished Master's
thesis, Dept. of History, University of Oklahoma, 1942.
p. 57.
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including many mixed-bloods. Herein also lay one of the
clear bases of a point of departure when an effort would be
made to unify the two groups. Mention has been made that by
1847 Superintendent Harvey estimated the Catholic population
as between ten and twelve hundred and gave credit to Catho-
lic influences for securing the removal treaty of 1846. It
is not surprising, then, that a recent writer concludes that
by 1851 there were some 1,500 Catholic Potawatomi in a total
of 3,500 tribesmen on the Kansas River Reserve.80 The Bap-
tismal records covering the entire existence of the Sugar
Creek mission, also known as St. Mary's mission, show 478
adults baptized in the period 1838-1848, and a grand total
of 1401 baptisms.81 Allowing for the estimated original
Catholic population which had immigrated, and taking into
consideration the normal death rate for the years, the fig-
ure given by Superintendent Harvey in 1847 would seem
conservative.

In additidn to the Baptists and the Catholics, other

missionary organizations exercised civilizing influences upon

8OJ. Neale Carman, '"'The Bishop East of the Rockies
views his Diocesans,'" Kansas Historical Quarterly, XXI (No.
2, Summer 1954), 83.

81Garraghan, op. cit., II, 228, 229.
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the Potawatomi during the period of their residence on the
Osage River. The Methodists also were active. In 1839
Reverend Mr. Peery and Mrs. Peery,82 and in 1842 Mr. and Mrs.
Shaler labored there.83 1In both of those years it was
specifically stated that the Methodists had no school for
this tribe. By 1846 Thomas Hurlburt of the Methodist Epis-
copal Church South did have one in operation, but it is not
clear that his-educational effort was on the Potawatomi

Reservation. TFrom the context of the statement in the

Annual Report for that year, the school served several
tribes, including Peorias, Weas; and Piankeshaws, with some
Potawatomi attending as a minor element.8* The Methodist
impact on the last tribe seems to have been of less conse-
quence than that of the Baptists and Catholics, this being
symbolized by the failure of this denomination to follow up
with a major mission project on the Kansas River. Yet,
presence of the Methodists on the Osage River was significant
as one further bit of contributing testimony to the Pota-

watomi receptivity to white and Christian influence.

82p.c.1.a., 1839, p. 62,

83pavis to Mitchell, September 20, 1842, Letter Book
VIII, Clark Papers.

84R.C.I.A., 1846, p. 62.
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For purposes of establishing the roots of the Citi-
zen Band of Potawatomi Indians it was necessary to review
some of the individual personages of the Iowa reserve, both
mixed-blood and more fully Indian. It 1s even more neces-
sary for the Osage River. The transfer of individuals and
family names from the Osage River to the later rolls of the
Citizen Band was impressive. In Oklahoma, immediately after
1870, the Citizen Band set up headquarters. Only in Okla-
homa does the band have a unified history, with a semblance
of organization, a Business Céﬁﬁittee and tribal councils.
A priority, therefore, will be given to those who personally
made the transition from the Osage River to the Kansas River
(where allotment and citizenship status was acquired), and
moved on to Oklahoma where a few, very few, lived on into
the era of land allotments under the Dawes Act of 1887. The
task of tracing individuals and families becomes intricate.
It is also subject to the danger of overlooking people, and
to the charge that one has made a biased selection of names--
possibly insinuating importance and merit which was not de-
served. The following selection of individuals and families
must not be construed as an evaluation of the relative im-
portance of anyone but rather as a presentation of some

typical examples who were more readily traceable in various
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records.

Earlier a generalization was offered, perhaps prema-
turely, that the Citizen Band eventually was in the main
constituted from a combination of mixed-blood Council Bluff
and Osage River agricultural Potawatomi. The latter group,
a preponderant element (although it may be difficult to
prove this from a strictly numerical approach) was largely
composed of members of the St. Joseph and Wabash Bands. 1In
order to pursue the transition of the people from these two
bands to the Citizen Band, a recourse to individuals and
families seems to be not only ancillary but essential.

One Osage River mixed-blood who later came to con-
siderable prominence was Abram Burnett. Although he himself
spent the remainder of his life in Kansas, his widow and
children came on to the Indian Territory where the name of
Burnett became most familiar on the Potawatomi Reservation.
After the move from the Osage, Abram founded a commodious
home on Shunganunga Creek just west of modern-day Topeka.83
In the later lore of Kansas newspaper articles he probably

has rated as much space as any other single Kansas Potawatomi.

85Clara Francis, '"Abram B. Burnett, Pottawatomie
Chief,'" Kansas Historical Collections, XIII (1913, 1914),
371, 372.
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He was a man of great physical stature. This fact has aided
in giving news appeal, both to articles and to old pictures
and photographs. One writer suggested that Abram Burnett,
being a man of means, possibly aided his famous son-in-law
William Greiffenstein in the project of founding the city of
Wichita, Kansas .86

Abram as a youngster was a protege of Isaac McCoy.
A nephew of old chief Topinebe, he was educated at McCoy's
school at Ft. Wayne,87 and was present with McCoy at the
signing of the Treaty of Chicago of 1821.88 By that treaty
Abram and the othéf children of Kah-kee-me, Topinebe's
sister, were granted individual reservations.®? Later he
was with Isaac McCoy at the treaty negotiations of February
11, 1837, wherein the Potawatomi of Indiana signed their
final removal agreement. Abram signed as oné of the inter-

preters.9O By 1839 he was living on the Osage River

86yictor Murdock, 'Daughter of a Chief presided in
Wichita over its Largest Homes," The Wichita Eagle (Evening),
XVII, No. 118, August 12, 1943, p. 1.

87¢c1ara Francis, loc. cit., p. 371.

881e1a Barnes, '"Isaac McCoy and the Treaty of 1821,"
Kansas Historical Quarterly, V (May, 1936), 131.

89c1ara Francis, loc. cit., p. 371.

90Kapp1er, op. cit., p. 488.
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Reserve.?l We have seen that in February, 1844, Father Van
de Velde complained of him as the "soul of the whole con-
spiracy'" against the Jesuits. Nevertheless, just a year
prior to that, February 16, 1843, Burnett had on one and the
same day become a baptized Catholic and was joined in mar -
riage to Marie Knofloch. Father Verreydt functioned at both
ceremonies.92 This illustrates one of the characteristics
of the religious and factional loyalties of some of the
Potawatomi. Even in the Kansas, Baptist-Jesuit rivalry
there was a tendency on the part of some to shift from one
camp to the other. Whatever had been the role of Abram
Burnett in the Lykins controversy on the Osage River, he is
found later on the Kansas River as a co-signer of a lengthy
petition demanding the removal'of the same Dr. Johnston
Lykins as physician, and recommending the appointment of Dr.

Luther R. Palmer in his place.93 Regardless of the exact

91"Quarterly Muster Roll of Potawatomie Indian sub-
sisted on their lands on the Osage River . . . under direc-.
tion of Anthony L. Davis . . .,'" Osage River sub-agency,
November 7, 1839, Letters Received, in Special File, 69, OIA.
Hereafter cited as ''Quarterly Muster Roll, Davis, November,
1839."

921iber Parochialis Ecclesiae Conceptionis B. V. M.
inter Putawatomensis, Ms., St. Mary's College archives, St.
Marys, Kansas; this record cited in Garxyaghan, op. cit., II,
230n. -

93vitchell to Luke Lea, C. I. A., April 3, 1851 (an
enclosure), Special File 101, OIA.
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influence of the petition, the Indian Affairs terminated Dr.
Lykins' services and appointed Palmer to his position.94

Abram Burnett and his wife, Mary, were on the Kansas
allotment rolls of 1863; also his children, Mary J., Mary A.,
Joseph, and Clarissa.9> Joseph Burnett attended the Jesuits'
 St. Mary's Mission school 1868-1870.96 1In course of time,
. he, his mother, and all his sisters, moved to Oklahoma.97
Abram died on June 14, 1870, and was buried in a special
Potawatomi burial plot not far from Burnett's Mound, a very
recognizable eminence just west of Topeka.98

The widow, Mary Knofloch Burnett, was a native of
Germany. She became a very efficient wife and mother, and

it was said that she learned to speak the Potawatomi language

9 Lea to Mitchell, April 14, 1851, Letters Sent,
Letter Book 44, OIA.

95"A1lotment of lands made to the Pottawatomie Tribe
of Indians by Commissioners W. W. Wolcott and W. W. Ross,
1863," General Services Administration, Federal Records
Center, Kansas City, Missouri, p. 45, allotment numbers
1051-1057, in that order. This roll hereafter cited as
'"Roll of 1863."

g, Mary's Pottawatomie Indian Mission: Register
of Male Students, 1857-1872," Ms., St. Mary's College
Archives, St, Marys, Kansas, Book H 4.

97Victor Murdock, loc. cit., p. L.

981pid.
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fluently.99 After Abram's death she married one, Charles
Busbee, '"'who disappeared."100 Her own death did not occur
until 1894, and she was interred at Sacred Heart, Ok lahoma 101
She lived to take an Oklahoma allotment under the authority
of the Dawes Act of 1887, being then shown as allottee
number 250, 64 years of age.102 The prominence of the
Burnett family, no doubt, makes records and accounts more
available in tracing the Burnett widow; however, she was
very representative of a continuous bridge not only between
the Osage River éhd Oklahoma but also between one of the
better known Great Lakes mixed-blood personalities and the
final headquarters of the Citizen Band. The fact that she
possessed no Indian blood at all was in a way symbolic of

the Potawatomi Reservation in the Indian Territory.

9clara Francis, loc. cit., p. 371.
100734,

101Ibid. Her burial place is marked by a nice monu-
ment in what is today the Sacred Heart parish cemetery, front
row, immediately facing the paved road. The parish church
and cemetery are located on a high hill approximately six
miles northwest of Konawa, Oklahoma, and the now abandoned
site of vdd Sacred Heart Mission is nearby.

1021citizen Pottawatomie Indian Allotments under Act
of 1887" (an authentic copy from original allotment roll,
OIA, in Goode and Goode Law Offices, Shawnee, Oklahoma, p.
18. Hereafter cited as '"'1887 Allotment roll."
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Another family name which occurred early and often
in Potawatomi records was that of Bertrand. Perhaps none of
the mixed-blood families on the Osage River Reserve was more
numerous, or later provided a more plentiful progeny for the
Citizen Band. The name Bertrand came into prominence in
early Michigan. Joseph Bertrand, Senior, established a trad;
ing post about a mile from the old St. Joseph Fort and Mis~-
sion, some fifty miles from the mouth of the St. Joseph's
River, where he married a Potawatomi woman by the name of
Madeline. 103 Some confusion develops in the records about
the identification of their children. One source lists them
as Joseph, Jr., Benjamin, Laurent, Teresa, and Amable. 104
Gilbert Garraghan, citing the parish census book for the
Sugar Creek St. Mary's Mission, 1841, finds the following
Bertrands as heads of families: Joseph, Laurent, Benjamin,
Samuel, and Amable (sometimes Angelique).105 The same
writer cites the '"Muster Roll of the Osage River Sub-agency,

1842," as 1listing Joseph, Samuel, Laurent, Louis, and

103”History of the Extinct Village of Bertrand,"
Michigan Pioneer and Historical Collections, XXVIII (1897-
1898), 129-133.

104Ibid.

105

Garraghan, op. cit., II, 229n.
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Angelique.l06 1Iouis could very well have been of the next
generation; Theresa either did not come to the Osage so
early or was not listed; but it seems that Benjamin should
have been on the roster of 1842. The name Bertrand long
stood the test of time in Michigan, being the name of a town
on the Indiana-Michigan boundary.l07 1In Kansas and Oklahoma
the family has generally been identified with Catholic
loyalties. Nevertheless, it is interesting to note that in
both Michigan and Kansas some members came under the tute-
lage of Isaac McCoy and his successors: Joseph Bertrand, age
13, Samuel, age 11,. and Benjamin, age 7, were all on the
rolls of Carey Mission School in 1825. All are listed as of
one-quarter Potawatomi blood. 108

While on the subject of the Carey School, there were
present in the same year other later Citizen Band members:
Peter Moose, age 8, Joseph N, Bourissaw and Jude Bourissaw
(Bourassa), both listed as Ottawa; the Chicago Potawatomi,
Medard Beaubien and Lewis Wilmette, who were discussed in

connection with Council Bluffs; also there were Charles

1061p14., p. 698n.

1071p:4., p. 699.

10SCarey Mission School Report, 1825, OIA.



185

Beaubien, Mitchell and Lezette Wilmette, obviously of the
Chicago group.109 Not all these endured until the Citizen
Band era, but their names and families did, plentifully.
Some of the Carey students, including a selection of those
just named, went on to the Choctaw Academy, as will be
demonstrated; however, there is no indication that any of
the Bertrands attended the latter school. For them the re-
union with the McCoy tradition took place on the Kaw Reser-
vation, There we find the names of Richard and Bermard
Bertrand on the initial roster of the Baptist Manual Labor
School. Johnston Lykins made the first detailed report,
1849, with Elizabeth McCoy signing the student roll.110 pye
two years later Richard and Bernard appear on the St. Mary's
school report.111

The Bertrands were prominent on the Kansas River Re-
serve, especially in the St. Mary's community. The name
Bertrand was given to one of the principal streets of the

town. Benjamin was most active in Potawatomi affairs.112

1091pid.

110Lykins to Orland Brown, C. I. A., September 30,
1849, Letters Received, School File, 1849, OIA.

11lMitchell to Luke Lea, C. I. A., November 22,
1851, Letters Received, School File, 1851, OIA.

1 2arraghan, op. cit., II, 30, 31, 32.
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No family name occurs more frequently on the allotment rolls
of 1863: Joseph Bertrand is listed allottee number 571, age
83 (on the roll the designation ''dead" was inserted, probably

at a later date);113

Benjamin ('"Headman'), number 1138, age
50;114 Samuel, number 950, age 53;115 Adelaide, number 1344,
age 45,116 There are several Josephs on the.rolls, mostly
youngsters; none would approximate the age required for the
Joseph of Carey Mission, 1825, age 13. Adelaide, not pre-
viously identified in this study, was the only one of the
above to reach the allotment rolls in Oklahoma under the
Dawes Act; therein she is number 165, age of 86.117 1t is
realized that some age discrepancies have appeared in trac-
ing some of the preceding individuals from one record to

another. Possibly enough some of the continuous identifica-

tions have not been accurate. The Bertrand family tree,

113ugo11 of 1863"; This was probably Joseph Bertrand,
Jr., for whose children special provision was made in Article
IV, Treaty of October 27, 1832, the treaty at Tippecanoe
River (7 Stat., 399; Kappler, op. cit., II, 372), and who
signed, as witness, the 1846 treaty for the reunion of the
Potawatomi Nation (9 Stat., 853; Kappler, op. cit., II, 559).

11%1p011 of 1863," p. 48.
1151pid., p. 4l.
1161p14., p. 58.

117v1887 Allotment roll," p. 12.
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with its various ramifications, could provide a subject for
almost major research; the point here is, as with Abram
Burnett's family, to provide an interesting case of Pota-
watomie mixed-blood continuity.

An often-mentioned mixed-blood relationship on the
Osage River was the Bourassa family. The two, Joseph and
Jude, mentioned above as students as Carey in 1825, and
listed there as Ottawas, were apparently the most active
members of the lineage which came to Kansas. Joseph at-
tended the Choctaw Academy, being recorded there in 1834;118
in fact, the "I. N. Bourassa' given as oné of the two Indian
youths employéd as instructors in August, 1832, was probably
"J. N." or Joseph Napoleon Bourassa.ll9 on the Osage River
he married Memetikosiwike in December, 1838, with Father
Benjamin Petit witnessing, énd he acted as godfather at
numerous bapt,isms.120 vBourassa and John Tipton, also an

erstwhile Chictaw Academy student,121 became the full staff

: 118Carolyn Foreman, 'The Choctaw Academy,"
Chronicles of Oklahoma, X (December, 1932), 408.

119Carolyn Foreman, 'The Choctaw Academy,'
Chronicles of Oklahoma, VI (December, 1928), 475.

120

Garraghan, op. cit., II, 195n.

121Carolyn Foreman, ''The Choctaw Academy,'" VI
(December, 1928), loc. cit., 473.
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of instructors in the Jesuit boys school at its inception;
July 7, 1840. Bourassa taught in the English language,
while Tipton used the Potawatomi.l?2 In the course of the
next two years the former curtailed and then dropped his
duties in the school.l23 By January, 1844, Bourassa was
nominated and strongly recommended for the position of Osage
sub-agency interpreter.124 The sub-agent stated that Joseph
was required in the position as a result of the death of
Luther Rice.125 The latter, as mentiomned earlier, was in-
strumental in persuading Topinebe and some portion of the
Michigan Indians to move from the Platte Purchase to the
Osage in 1837.126°

Joseph N. Bourassa was, according to the records, in
and out as interpreter for the tribe during‘all the Kansas

Potawatomi history from 1844-1860, having been first removed

122"Hoecken Diary - O'Meara,'" a notation by the
translator, taken from official ''Annual report of Sugar
Creek Schools, 1842," p. 14.

1231pi4.

124Carpenter to Harvey, January 10, 1844, Letter
Book VIII, Clark Papers.

1251p44,

126
Moore, loc. cit., p. 39.
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in favor of Joel Barrow in April, 1845.127 The records also
indicate that he was always active and influential in the
decisions and business affairs of the Indians. He became
allottee number 1288, age 52, in 1863, 128 While he never
came to live or settle on the Oklahoma Reservation himself,
there was a large host of Bourassas who did. Names of chil-
dren of the Bourassa family are found on the rolls of the

Baptist Manual Labor schooll29 and of st. Mary's on the Kaw
» 130

Rive
Our next representative emigrant, one who passed
through all the phases from Michigan to Oklahoma, possessed
a large percentage of Indian blood. He was Péter Moose,
student at Carey in 1825, registered as three-quarters Pota~

watomi, and age 8.131 We find him at the Choctaw Academy in

127Haverty to Crawford, April 18, 1845, Special File
28, OIA.

1281411 of 1863," p. 55.

129Lykins to Brown, September 30, 1849, Letters Re-
ceived, School File, 1849, OIA; Dyer to Mitchell, February
17, 1851, ibid., School File, 1851.

130“St. Mary's Pottawatomie Indian Mission: Register
of Male Students, 1857-1872), loc. cit., 1857-1858; 1859-
1860; 1860-1868; 1870.

131Carey Mission School report, 1825, OIA.
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1835,132 and at least as early as 1839 he was on the Osage
River,133 Although he_was one of the Indian signers of the
important removal and féunion Treaty of 1846,134 with his
name present in the records of various petitions from the
Kaw River Reserve, he did notrplay such a powerful role in
Potawatomi affairs as the Burnetts, Bertrands, énd-Bourassas.
But he did achieve the rare distinction of being on the
major allotment roll in Kansag, 1863, and also the allotment
roll in Oklshoma after the Dawes Act of 1887.135 1n nis
pérticular case the ages in tﬁe various places of residence
check perfectly. Peter's son, Joseph Moose, allottee nﬁmber
900 in 1863, age 4, afterwardg fa; severgl years a student
at St. Mary's on the Kaw, became prominent on the Oklahoma
Reserve as the longtime secretary of the Business Committee
of the Citizen Band. He was chief spokesman for the Catholic
elements of the tribe, and a writer of some merit, contrib-

uting many articles to the Indian Advocate, a publication of

132Carolyn Foreman, "'The Choctaw Academy,"
Chronicles of Oklahoma, X (March, 1932), 8L.

133"Quarterly Muster Roll, Davis, November, 1939,"
Special File 69, OIA.

134pappler, op. cit., II, 559.

1351Ro11 of 1863," p. 38, No. 898, age 44; "1887
Allotment Roll," No. 347, age 72, p. 25.
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Sacred Heart Mission between 1888 and 1910.

There were numerous other mixed-bloods on the Osage
River Reserve. Gilbert Garraghan gives a selection of in-
dividuals, including most of those previously considered
here, as taken from-the sub-agency Muster Roll of 1842: John
Tipton, Mary Nadeau, Lazarus Winchell, Thomas Evans, Joel
W. Barrow, S. A. Howard, Andrew Jackson, John Mason, and
R. M. Johnson.13® John Tipton for many years continued his
specialty in the Pctawatomi language and continued as helper
to the Jesuit Fathers. After the move to the new Kansas
reservation, he tutored Father Maurice Gailland, the suc-
cessor of Father Hoecken as linguist, missionary, and bene-
factor of the Potawatomi. As the Gailland Diary puts it,
"John Tipton taught Father Gailland the Indian language.'137
On the 1863 allotment roll John P. Tipton is listed number
936 (""Headman"), age 40,138 Mary Nadeau, for whom also
special provision was made in the Treaty of Tippecanoe, Octo-

ber 27, 1832,139 later was number 1296, age 53, on the same

136Garraghan, op. cit., II, 698n.

137nGa111and Diary - Burke,'" p. 33.
138Loc.cit., p. 40.

139%appler, op. cit., II, 372.
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roll.140 Nadeau has always been a common family name in
Oklahoma, although, as we shall see, one, Eli Nadeau, with
his family, elected to have his name dropped from the 1863
allotment roll and to remain with the Prairie Band in
Kansas, 141

Some of the mixed-bloods previously noted were also
formerly at the Choctaw Academy. In 1834, there were Thomas
Evans, John Mason, and R. M. Johnson.*2 Andrew Jackson,
later instrumental in the settlement which was finally
adopted concerning land grants for both Baptist and Catholic
missions in Kansas, was very probably the Potawatomi ”Geﬁ-
eral Jackson'" of the Academy in the same year.143 One of
the sub-agency blacksmiths, John Leib, before referred to in
tﬁe Lykins'controversy, was another who had been instructed

at the Kentucky school, 144

From our total listing of the Potawatomi alumni of

140Loc. cit., p. 56.

141upo11 of 1863," Eli, number 584; Julia, number

585; and children, Mary and John; all marked ''changed to
Prairie Band."

142Carolyn Foreman, ''The Choctaw Academy,"

Chronicles of Oklahoma, X (March, 1932), 8l.

1431bid., IX (December, 1931), 408.

144
Ibid., X (March, 1932), 81.
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Colonel R. M., Johnson's institution, it becomes evident that
the old Academy has to be reckoned with seriously as a factor
in the Potawatomi growth in civilization. In September,
1839, the school's superintendent, Thomas Henderson, boasted
to Commissioner Crawford about the ''talents and education"
of the Choctaw and Potawatomi Indians who were instructed
there. It is interesting to note that in the latter days of
the school the Potawatomi outlasted the Choctaws as regular
attendants. Superintendent D. Vanderslice, reporting on
October 1, 1847, gave a total enrollment of 58 youths, of
whom 20 were Potawatomi, 14 Chicagoes (who, he stated, were
also Potawatomi), 7 Creeks, 14 Chickasaws, but no Choctaws. 145
In that particular Potawatomi list were the names of Anthony
Navarre and Antoine Bourbonnais, both to become important
names in Kansas and Oklahoma. There is some justification
for comparing the civilized Potawatomi to the Indians of the
Five Civilized Tribes. They had a common meeting ground and
a mutual source of more advanced culture in the Choctaw
Academy.

Before leaving the discussion of Osage River Reserve

families and names, it is fitting to include some truly Indian

145Vanderslice to Medill, Letters Received, School
File, 1848, OIA,
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personalities. To begin with, a diligent study of the cor-
respondence and records of the succeeding Kansas River Re-
serve does not reveal anyone from the Osage, of a direct
chieftain line, who decided to take a Prairie Band status at
the time of the split. It is possible, however, that some
chief's descendants did elect not to take allotments.
Topinebe, the old patriarch of the St. Joseph Band, lived
to make the move to the Kaw. Agent Richard Cummins, Fort
Leavenworth, temporarily in jurisdiction over the Potawatomi
during the time of their relocation, wrote that Topinebe was
the head of the Baptist party of the tribe and had expressed
a desire for a Baptist school on the soﬁth side of the Kansas
River. 146 By 1853 Topinebe was indicated as having passed
on, and his place taken by Mazee, 147 According to the letter
of Father James Van de Velde, in which he protested the anti-
Jesuit conspiracy on the Osage, Mazee (or Magie and Mazhe)
was the son of Topinebe and younger brother of Gagodamua

Chebas, the latter serving by election as a principal chief

146Harvey to Medill, June 16, 1848, Letters Received,
School File, OIA, with enclosure, Cummins to Harvey, June 7,
1848,

147A. Cumming, St. Louis superintendent, to George W.

Manypenny, C. I. A., December 19, 1853, inclosing John W.
Whitfield, Potawatomi agent, to Cumming, December 8, 1853,
Letters Received, Potawatomi OIA Agency File, 1853.



SReTARR AL - T

195
pending the majority of Mazee. There was also an older son
of Topinebe, O-Kummoa, who had served in the position, but
in 1844 Mazee had grown up and was in possession of the
chieftainship.l48 Topinebe himself signed the Treaty of re-
moval and reunion, 1846,149 but after that, the major
agreements no longer carried his name; Mazee had taken his
place. The latter's signature was in evidence on the Treaty
of 1861150 which effected the division of the Potawatomi
into Citizen Band (allottees) and Prairie Band (having title
to the open, diminished Potawatomi Reserve in Kansas),151
also on the 1867 Treatyl52 which provided a new reservation
in the Indian Territory for the allottees.l?3 Mazee is on

the allotment roll of 1863, number 1096 (''Chief'"), age

148y.n de Velde to Mitchell, February 8, 1844,
Special File 28, OIA.

149Kappler, op. cit., II, 559.

15OU. S. Statutes at Large, XII, 1191,

151Kappler, op. cit., II, 828. Also signing this
treaty were: A. B. Burnett, Joseph LaFromboise, Thomas Evans,
Madore B. Beaubien, Peter Moose, and Eli Nadeau.

152U. S.‘Statutes at Large, XV, 531.

153kappler, op. cit., II, 974. Other signing: B. H.

(Benjamin) Bertrand, J. N. (Joseph) Bourassa, Madore Beau-
bien, Shawgwee, L. H. (Lewis) Ogee, and George L. Young.
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48, 1%

On that listing are also the names of the young
people, Francis Gagodma, number 242, and Mahne Gagodma, num-
ber 243,133 Therefore, at least some of Topinebe's direct
descendants became allottees and Citizen Band members.

The most distinguished of the Wabash Band chiefs on
the Osage River, in terms of his later performance and im-
portance, was We-we-say. This Indiana chieftain had been a
party to the land-cession treaty of August 5, 1836, signed
near the Yellow Riverl56 and of Chippe-way—Naung.157 In
those early treaties the spelling was given as '"We-wis-sah."
The often-cited Osage River Muster Roll of sub-agent Anthony
L. Davis, 1839, shows his early presence there.158 In course

of time he was signatory to the 1846 removal treaty159 and

to the treaty of 1861.160 He was allottee number 323

1341011 of 1863," p. 47.
1551bi4., p. 11.

156y, 5. statutes at Large, VII, 505; Kappler, op.
cit., II, 463.

157U. S. Statutes at Large, VII, 515; Kappler, op.
cit., II, 472,

15S"Quarterly Muster Roll, Davis, November, 1939,"
Special File 69, OIA.

159appler, op. cit., II, 559.

1601p14., p. 828.



197

(""Chief'"), age 65, on the roll of 1863.161 1, definite rela-
tion to the scope of this whole historical inquiry was the
evaluation made in 1856 of the two chiefs, We-we-say and Pah-
eh-go-shuk. They had together protested a delegation to
Washington led by Joel Barrow. The agent of the time, George
Clarke, in forwarding their petition to Superintendent A.
Cumming, stated that the Prairie Chieftain, Pah-eh-go-shuk,

represented the "authority of the tribe,"

and We-we-say repre-
sented ''the intelligence and civilization."162 1t is inter-
estirg to note that Clarke, clearly regarding We-we-say as
chief spokesmaﬁ for what was by that time generally reférred
to as the '"mission Indians,' designated him as a St. Joseph
Band principal chief. 1In the light of his signatures on the
Wabash treaties, this seems erroneous, but the probability
was that by 1856 the line between the Wabash and St. Joseph
Bands, which had been partly erased at Sugar Creek, had now
almost entirely disappeared. Both groups together were now

just farmers and "mission Indians'"; the terms St. Joseph Band

and Wabash Band rarely were used in the records by the

l61Loc. cit., p. 1l4.

l620umming to Manypenny, April 17, 1856, inclosing
Clarke, Potawatomi agent, to Cumming, with the chiefs' pro-
test, April 8, 1856, Letters Received, Potawatomi agency
file, 1856, OIA.
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mid-1850"'s.

We-we-say still possessed influence in 1867. 1In
that year he filed another joint-protest, in this instance
against the joint Business Committee of the two bands. Wab-
say (Wabsai) was indicated as principal chief of the Prairie
Band, and We-we-say was described as ''Chief of the Mission
Band."163 Thyus the "mission band" apparently equated
""Citizen Band," a term which slowly came into use to describe
the Potawatomi allottees. The process of actual naturaliza-
tion took place gradually over a period of years. Nothing
is found in the records to establish the identity of We-we-
say's descendants and heirs, so their role on the Oklahoma
Reservation, if any, is not ascertainable.

The preceding accounts of the Osage Rivef Reserve's
talented mixed-bloods, of former Choctaw Academy students,
even of the chiefs, might tend to create a distorted picture
or give a false impression of a high state of civilization
generally. The mass of the population was not equally ac-
culturated and was not making such striking progress in the

ways of the white man's civilization.

163W'absai and others to N. G. Taylor, C. I. A.,
August 17, 1867, Letters Received, Potawatomi agency file,
1856, OIA.
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For a lengthy contemporary exposition on the Pota-
watomi, as he knew them, we are again indebted to Christian
Hoecken, S. J., wﬁo, it is remembered, found his Sugar Creek
subjects unenthusiastic to work in the fields. His discus-
sion gives much mofe of the truly Indian atmosphere. In the

early months of 1847 the United States Catholic Magazine,

Baltimore, Maryland, published a series of articles on the
Indians as written by Hoecken. 164 Hig observations, previ-
ously unnoticed by scholars, constitute an important source
of information on Potawatomi culture immediately after their
removal west of the Mississippi River. One handicap arises
in interpreting Hoecken's exposition; namely, that it is not
always certain that he is discussing the Potawatomi. At the
beginning he mentions his almost eleven year tour among the
Indians. These years included residence, for a short time
only, among the Kickapoo, and also various missionary jour--
neys to other tribes, but for the most part they were spent

at Sugar Creek. Thus, in the absence of a tribal breakdown

164A reprint of these articles was published by the

Daily American Tribune, Dubuque, Iowa, April 19-29, 1929;
this Catholic publication is long since defunct. Clippings
of the articles are in the St. Mary's College archives, St.
Marys, Kansas. The author consulted the original texts of
the Baltimore publication in the Library of Congress.




200
in the discussion, one has to use discretion in applying its
details to the Potawatomi exclusively; some of the matter
may very well refer to more general Algonquian traits, or
perhaps to those more typical of the Kickapoo.

The Hoecken comment on the Indians with whom he had
personal contact and experiences appears to justify exten-
sive quotations. Toward the beginning of the first article,
he writes:

I found that an Indian is a very singular being,

quite different from any I had ever been acquainted
with; dark and treacherous, however docile, tract-
able, and persevering. He is also high-minded and
proud, a real child of Adam and Eve, and yet reserved
and compassionate: in a word, he is a perfect master
of all his passions, whether concupiscible or irascible.
Though the Indian generally acts, judges and thinks
like a child, he is capable of any art or science, as
experience has abundantly proved. Nor is this to be
wondered at; for, if we ourselves had been raised in
the wild forest, among buffaloes, and had received

an education nothing superior, perhaps we should be
more inferior to him. As regards the traditions of
his people, almost every individual tribe has its own
traditions, but whether we can rely upon these tradi-
tions or not is another question, and one very diffi-
cult to be answered. The tradltlons of those Indian
tribes, among which I have beern, 'seem unanimous in re-
gard to the origin of their anceétors, asserting that
they came from the East over thejgreat waters by the
help of a canoe. They also say qhat the passage was
made in thirty 'days. They strongly maintain that the
God of the Indians (for they conslder themselves a
different race) made America, which they call an island,
for their use and home here in this world . 165

165United States Catholic Magazine (February, 1847), p.

90.
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Then follows an interesting account of some primitive Indian
traditions regarding various aspects of religion. Many of
these have a close parallel in Biblical and Christian
sources.166 Some of the explanations of natural phenomena,
the stars, thunder and lightning, whirlwinds, and the like,
are quite novel.

Love for freedom and independence is stressed. This
trait was encouraged from infancy, although the Indian loved
his children very dearly:

I have no doubt that the ungovernable spirit of
independence is the effect of the manner in which
they have been brought up from infancy. Every
kind of liberty is given to the children; they may
do as they please, without the slightest rebuke or
check from their parents as this would be con-
sidered ill-treatment, and would be construed into
a want of esteem and love for their offspring. They
love their children most affectionately, and also
their relatives, and they show their esteem and
love by presents which they make to them. Even
while their children are yet infants, and unable
to make use of such gifts, they present them with
horses and other property which they possess, and
these gifts and presents are so much appreciated
by them that they would consider it a theft and
robbery to use or dispose of them without the con-
sent of these little infants.167

Sub-agent Richard Elliott at Council Bluffs had similarly

commented upon the Potawatomi love for their children and

1661pid., p. 91.

1671bid. (March, 1847), p. 149.
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relatives. The absolute freedom of the children and their
exemption from any type of correction, as described above,
gives much significance to the assertion, by one of the
Ladies of the Sacred Heart at Sugar Creek, that the parents
upheld the teachers in anything they did. This departure of
the Indians from their native attitude toward the children
was emphasized even more, some years later on the Kaw River.
The agent, in making his monthly report, referred to the
manner of handling the youngsters at St, Mary's who would
take it upon themselves to run off from school and go home.
He stated that he knew of '"instances'" where such children

were ''whipped by their father, and brought immediately

back 1168

The Indian's charity, writes Hoecken, is admirable
and universal. Only when under the influence of alcohol does
he become cruel and vengeful toward his fellow-man:

Their charity is general and extends to all, without
exception; they are ready to divide the little they
possess with any poor or destitute person, so much
so as often to suffer in consequence of their gen-
erosity. Ask assistance from an Indian who has but
one piece of bread in the world, and, without mur-
muring or complaint, he will give you the half of it.

168William Murphy, Potawatomi agent, to A. M. Robin-
son, superintendent, August 31, 1859, an enclosure in Robin-
son to Greenwood, C. I A., September 6, 1859, Letters Re-
ceived, Potawatomi Agency file, 1859, OIA.
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Nay, more: whenever you call upon him, he will hand
you the best of what he has in his possession. For
this reason there are no quarrels or strife amongst
them; harmony reigns in their midst. They have a
great respect for each other's feelings and will
never utter any sentiments unless convinced that
they will agree perfectly with those of their neigh-
bor. Discord and contention takes place only when
they are under the influence of spiritous liquor;
then everyone should be on the alert, and carefully
observe the maneuvers and proceedings of the in-
toxicated man; for this is the time of the Indian's
revenge, and he will take it if possible. I am in-
clined to think that this is often their design in -
indulging their propensity for intoxicating liquors.
Many have I seen fall victims to their animosity.
Sometimes the son will put an end to -his father's:
life, the husband will slay his wife, the brother,
his brother, and the friend, his friend.169

Continuing, Hoecken states that superstitious prac-
tices and observances abound among the native Indians. Many
natural phenomena, the sun, moon, stars, and some animals,
are accorded the tributes of deities. There are many cere-
monials involving concoctions of drugs, and the Medicine
Men have great respect and influence. It is widely believed
that they can change themselves into various kinds of ani-
mals. '"Very sensible Indians' maintain that they have seen
this happen.170

Marriage bonds are very loose: "An Indian will marry

169United States Catholic Magazine (March, 1847), pp.
149, 150.

170

Ibid., p. 150.
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a woman today, and probably after a few days some other
woman. They generally remain together as long as they agree;
but upon the first disagreement, they separate and marry
again."17l Polygamy is practised extensively in the Indian
country and sexual promiscuity is common. These and other
comments of Hoecken represent nothing very new regarding the
Indian in native state but they are based on contemporary
observation, and constitute evidence complementary to that
of other witnesses.

Perhaps the most graphic statement in the whole
series of articles is in reference to the Indian propensity
for liéuor; Hoecken describes its baneful effects,hthe
great difficulty involved in preventing the Indian from ob-
taining it, and in relieving him of it when once acduired.
The following is illustrative: '"When the Indian once puts.
his lips to the exhilirating cup, he does not stop until he
has plunged into the most beastly indulgence."172 The
missionary also thinks that this state of affairs is much
the same 'with nearly every Indian tribe in the frontier

country."173

1711pi4.

1721bid. (April, 1847), p. 214.

1731014,
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As far as the Potawatomi were concerned, the old
whiskey problem was ever-present. Both missionary groups,
Baptist and Catholic, organized temperance societies very
early, as was shown. The latter period of the Osage Reserva-
tion was particularly afflicted with the scourge of ex-
cessive drinking. This led to an effort at stern enforce-
ment. Tribal councils passed laws as early as 1844. 1In
1846 guardhouse punishment in Fort Scott was laid down as a
penélty for anyone found guilty of bringing in spirits. In
1847 the Pottawatomie Creek faction met with the Sugar Creek
elements and agreed on forfeiture of annuities by any indi-
viduals who brought liquor on the reserve. Sub-agent A. J.
Vaughn reported serious energy apparent on the part of the
Indians to suppress ''the use and abuse of ardent spirits
among their people.”174

All the records indicate a period of decline and
addiction to liquor in the very last year before removal to
the Kansas River. This was also characteristic of the final
days on the Platte Purchase. It would also feature later
periods of uncertainty and decline, especially during and

after the failure of the allottees of 1863 to make a success

174Garraghan, op. cit., II, 218.
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of their new status. Whiskey would continue to be a problem
for these Indians in Oklahoma, as Indian Department records
again show, but it apparently became more and more an indi-
vidual weakness than a mass addiction. In this the Citizen
Band came to share the lot of other civilized.Indians and

whites everywhere.

Regardless of Hoecken's otherwise dreary picture of
the characteristics of uncivilized life, he also records ex-
pressions of optimism about noticeable improvement among the
natives. He refers t§ his return to Sugar Creek in 1841,

after an extended absence in St. Louis and at Indian settle-

ments up the Missouri River:

When I again appeared among them in 1841, they re-
ceived me with every demonstration of gratitude

and joy. They had just completed their church.
Finding them very poor, and suffering much from the
ravages of disease, I procured a quantity of medi-
cine from St. Louis, and applied myself to their
relief. I was busy from morning till night in at-
tending the sick, having no time for repose, nor
even to recite my Office. Such was the happy suc-
cess with which providence blessed my efforts, that
this poor people began to revive, they resumed their
work, cultivated the soil, and made rapid progress
in civilization.175

Farther on, writing of current 1847 conditions, he praises

the Potawatomi for their religious observances; their

175ynited States Catholic Magazine (May, 1847), p.

325.
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regularity at prayer and devotions.1l76 He seems to indicate,
definitely, a conviction that the Indians have made progress

in the almost ten years of his efforts among them.

1761414,
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Map II. McCoy's Map of Osage River Potawatomi Reservationm,
1838, courtesy of National Archives, Record Group 75, Map 95.
In the upper right hand corner of the Potawatomi land area
is the original settlement of Putawatomie Creek; the Sugar
Creek penetration of the reserve is shown below, also other
drainage features.



CHAPTER VI
REMOVAL, RESETTLEMENT, REUNION

The Indian Department very early began a campaign to
persuade the Potawatomi of the Council Bluffs sub-agency to
move south and join their brethren on the Osage River. This
effort began almost from the very time that I;dians took
possession of the Iowa reserve; in fact, it was concurrent
with some scattered complaints that the United Band had not
completed its removal in fulfillment of the Treaty of Chicago
of 1833. T. Hartley Crawford, in his general report to the
Secretary of War, Joel R. Poinsett, stated in November, 1839,
that negotiations with the Band for its removal to the lands
south of the Missouri River had failed. The Indians initi-
ally had declined '"positively,'" and later with the qualifica-
tion that no move would be considered until all United Band
brethren had joined them at Council Bluffs. They had also
insisted that their own exploring party inspect the proposed

exthange lands. Crawford asserted that this wigh had been

209
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acceded to, especially in view of the appropriation of Con-
gress, May 28, 1838, of $5,000.00 to cover the cost of the
negotiations. He expected that the exploring party would
move by October, 1839, "if they should even then be induced
to commence it." Up to the time of the report, November, he
had heard nothing further on the subject.l

Whether or not the exploring party ever got under
way remains doubtful. There is no indication in the records
that the journey was made, and no reference to it in later
deliberations. Commissioner Crawford complained in the same
report that certain elements of the United Band "around and
near St. Joseph, in Michigan" had failed to fulfill their
' treaty stipulations by refusing to migrate to the West, also
that a recent effort to persuade them had failed.?2

Joshua Pilcher, superintendent in St. Louis, gave a
thorough exposition of the govermment's policy regarding the
Iowa Potawatomi in the spring of 1839. Writing,to.Stephen

Cooper, sub-agent for Council Bluffs, he discussed the sub-

ject at length, also giving the reasons for the position which

had been taken on the necessity of the early removal of these

lR.c.1.A., 1839, p. 33L.

21bid.
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Indians:

You will bear always in mind the great object of
the Government to remove the Indians under your
charge, from their present location and unite
them with, or place them in the immediate vicinity
of their brethren, now under Major Davis. Endeavor
to impress upon them the present and increasing
disadvantage arising from their proximity to the
northern frontier of Missouri; but above all, the
fatal consequence of an extension of the laws of
Ioway over their present county. This will in-
evitably result from an organization of a State
Government in Ioway; and should, of itself, be a
sufficient inducement for immediate removal. This
will probably take place next year. The general
government will have no power to prevent it;-and
the consequences to the Indians will be ruinous.
The intelligent part of them must see and know,
that the great mass have neither the means or
capacity to fulfill the duties of citizens and it
appears to me, that none but an enemy to their
future welfare would advise them to-a continuance
in a position from whence the laws of a State
will soon force them, and by possibility, with
the loss of all the advantages secured to them-
selves and the rising generation by existing
treaties.3

Not only were the negotiations of 1839 without fruit on the
point of removal but Cooper reported on that year's last day
that he did not see much hope in effecting the stated objec-
tive of persuading the Potawatomi to go to the Osage River
area. In his past efforts to "impress upon the minds of the

tribes of this agency the importance of a speedy removal" he

3Pilcher to Cooper, May 19, 1839, Letter Book VII,
Clark Papers.
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had been '"invariably evaded." Furthermore, the natives re-
duested him not to say anything more to them on the subject
and even manifested an inveterate dislike for the Osage
country. The sub-agent thought that the Indians would never
move there, "without too great sacrifice on the part of the
Government, or the appearance of actual force.'" By way of
final recommendation he suggested that there might be a pos-
sibility of persuading them to move across the Missouri
River and settle between the Platte and Little Nemaha Rivers.*

In 1840 another effort to remove the United Band
also failed. The government employed Reverend Isaac McCoy
and Mr. A, Coquillard as special commissioners to bring
about a union of the two separated bands on the Osage River.
A lengthy letter from General H. Brady, military commander
at Detroit, Michigan, to the Secretary of War, Poinsett,
outlined step by step what had transpired. First, the Osage
Potawatomi had objected to entering into a joint-meeting
with their brothers at Council Bluffs, so separate negotia-
tions were attempted within the respective reservations.
Coquillard handled the deliberations at the Osage, with Isaac

McCoy remaining in Westport. All the chiefs participated

4Cooper to Pilcher, December 31, 1839, Letter Book
VIII, Clark Papers.
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except Topinebe, and a tentative treaty provided for reunion
was completed, ''subject to the approval of their friends at
Council Bluffs."5 General Brady forwarded the reports of
Coquillard and McCoy who both criticized each other. Coquil-
lard charged that McCoy's unpopularity was so great on the
Osage that the latter had feared to put in an appearance
there, and that at Council Bluffs the veteran missionary was
even more unpopular. Some of the Indians in the latter lo-
cation had expressed unwillingness to treat with a commis-
sion which included McCoy as a member. In addition to the
two commissioners the party going to Iowa included Johnston
Lykins, Joseph Bertrand, and Luther Rice, the latter two
acting as interpreters. Much difficulty arose in bringing
the United Band elements together for a council. They were
scattered because of a recent raid by the Sioux. Finally, a
poorly attended meeting was held on January 2, 1841, with
seven of the chiefs or principal headmen absent. McCoy gave
the usual arguments fo; removal from Iowa: departure from
the vicinity of the formidable Sioux, favorable financial

settlement, and good lands for future homes .6

5Brady to Poinsett, February 17, 1848, in U. S. Con-
gress, House Executive Document, 143, 27th Congress, 2nd
Sess., III, 142,

61pid., 143.
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The McCoy-Coquillard mission was utterly unsuccess-
ful. The Bluff Indians refused to consider any removal
agreement in the absence of so many of their leaders. Shab-
bona was their spokesman. He observed that the Potawatomi
had in no sense requested a commission to be sent to dis-
cuss such matters. The ﬁeeting broke up with McCoy suggest-
ing an adjournment until the 15th of June, 1841, but Coquil-
lard over-ruled him and declared a sine die termination to
the proceedings.7 This was the last formal commission ap-
pointed to negotiate with the Potawatomi on the question of
removal and reunion until the visit of Superintendent Harvey
in the summer of 1845. It has been shown that the United
Band's earlier exploring expeditions to the Iowa Reserve did
not create great enthusiasm for it. The Indians moved there
from the Platte Purchase in 1837 under a certain degree of
duress; but once there, they adamantly refused to move again.

Richard Elliot suggested some of the factors in the
position taken by the Potawatomi of Council Bluffs. In his
summary report for 1843 to the Commissioner of Indian Af-
fairs, he remarked that the ''great mass'" of the United Band

was ''prepared to treat, but that it will be a matter of

71bid., 140.
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delicacy and difficulty to arrange the details.'8 The In-
dians would exact a high price, he opined, and no treaty
could be obtained unless provision would be made for paying
the various traders' debts. As a class, the traders would
and could prevent treaty-making, unless their interests were
taken into account. Also, the Council Bluffs Potawatomi did
not like the Osage River country, because

it is too far south for them; and they believe it

to be sickly; but the real reasons are believed to

be a jealousy among the chiefs, and an opinion en-

tertained by our Indians that their brethren on the

Osage River already draw a larger share of annuities

than they are entitled to, and that injustice would

be increased by a union of the tribes.
Nevertheless, Elliot suggested, the government would be
justified in paying a very handsome price for the Iowa lands,
for they were the natural western outlet for the whole
Territory of Iowa. The growing proximity of the whites, now
crowded along the southern border of the reserve and soon to
swarm along the eastern border, made it imperative that a

treaty be concluded, lest the Potawatomi, ''the remnant of a

powerful people," should be destroyed.10

8R.C.I.A., 1843, p. 391.

91bid.

101p14d.
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There were indications that the Indians themselves
realized that their Iowa tenure could be of only short dura-
tion. That they were holding out for a price was exceedingly
probable. A chance visitor to Council Bluffs in 1844, Major
Clifton Wharton, First Regiment of the Dragoons, gave his
impression of the Potawatomi as he observed them. They were
generally well clad, well-mounted, well-armed, and their
attitude toward the United States rather friendly. But 'the
fact that they have from some causes been led to consider
their present location as but a temporary one makes them at
present a good deal dissatisfied with our Government.' Chief
Pétoshokuk told Wharton that the Indians were living in a’
state of suspense, ''like a bird in’a storm, uncertain what
_bough it might light upon."ll

Earlier we referredvto the effort of Superintendent
Harvey to secure a removal treaty at Council Bluffs during
‘the summer of 1845. As Elliot reported, the major had "to
go back without even the draft of a protocol, satisfied that

the Indians were not disposed to sell their five million

acres,'12 Harvey may have been convinced; the immediate

11 , "The Expedition of Major Clifton
Wharton,'" Kansas Historical Collections, XVI (1922-1925),
300. :

12Elliot, op. cit., p. 198,
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actions of the Indians, following his departure, indicated
that they were not so certain that the door was closed to
all further negotiations. Very soon after, old Wah-bon-seh
came up with his dream about going to see the Great Father
in Washington.l3 Subsequently, Elliot and his Indians
arrived in St. Louis enroute to the dramatic deliberations
in the nation's capital.14

Definite progress toward a removal of the Potawatomi
from Iowa resulted from these negotiations of 1845. The
president's commissioners, a Mr. Gibson and a Mr. Andrews,
offered a cash settlément of $250,000 for the Indians' lands.
The Potawatomi rejected this immediately and indignantly
threatened to go home. The newspapers, carefully groomed
for the job by Elliot, took up the Indians' cause in the
spirit of high righteousness. The delegation sought and ob-
tained permission to pay a farewell visit to President James
K. Polk. Tﬁe colorful procession from the Fuller Hotel to
his office outdid all the previous spectacles which Elliot
and the Potawatomi had staged for the public. Half-Day put

on his best performance as an orator that day. He complained

13Ibid.

Yi1hid., p. 199.
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about the treatment rendered by the government in the past
and extolled the merits of the Iowa reservation. He spoke
of the many improvements which the Indians had made there;
even Me-ah-mis and his clan on the Nishnobotna 'had good
wigwams and were happy." Result: a parley with the commis-
sioners went on for several more days, and an offer of
$850,000.00 was made for the Potawatomi lands. This formed
the basis of an agreement to make a treaty during the fol-
lowing year.15 Whether the financial consideration offered
was or was not a good settlement is not a question to be
decided here, but when the price became somewhat more accept-
able the Indians were not adverse to treaty making.
Apart from money considerations, the United Band of

Council Bluffs had never shown enthusiasm for the Osage
River area. Earlier that year, 1845, before Elliot had
joined the delegation to Washington, he mentioned this par-
ticular aversion:

Considerable jealousy and distrust have grown up

between the bands here and those south of the

Missouri, and I think it will be difficult to

effect their harmonious re-union, without some

concessions to the feelings and prejudices of

the people here; but if they are gratified in

some respects, it may possibly be accomplished.
They object strongly to the country in the Osage

lS}EiQ-, pp. 209-212 passim.
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river sub-agency, but would be satisfied to meet

and join their brethren in a country on the Kan-

sas, if the price of their lands would afford -

what they would consider an-adequate support for

the entire body of Pottawatomies.
The astute sub-agent went on to offer one more ray of hope
for a reunion of the Potawaéomi. The Council Bluffs band
would look more favorably upon the idea, wrote Elliot, if
their individual shares of the cash annuities would amount
to as much after the reunion as tﬁey had before. Such a
likelihood had been suggested, and "A knowledge of this fact
among some of the people here has softened them down a good
deal, and disposed them more favorably towards the proposed
union than they were some time ago."17
! Thus, the removal and reunion treaty of 1846, signed
at both Council Bluffs and the Osage, had a considerable
background in the business dealings of the United Band. Such
was plainly nbt the case with the Indians of the Osage who
felt no earlier, government pressure to remove. Even in
1840, the latter Indians, at least their leaders, showed

much more willingness to negotiate a treaty whereby their

northern brethren might locate with them. This seems to

16g C.1.A., 1845, p. 550.

171piq.
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have been the ideal which Isaac McCoy held for the Pota-
watomi at the time of the temporary residence of the United
Band on the Platte Purchase; namely, that all elements of
the removed Potawatomi should be collected together on the
Osage River reservation. As indicated, Elliot did not
highly regard the objections of the Bluff Indians to the
Osage River area, but for whatever reason, this faction con-
tinued to oppose any arrangement involving that locale as
the established home of the reunited tribe. The possibility
of overcrowding, of being placed at a distance from good
hunting grounds, even of being forced more or less to an
agricultural economy may have been factors in this attitude.
An entirely new reservation farther west, on the Kansas
River, had more appeal for them. The government considered
their desires in 1846 because there was a certain urgency to )
remove them without delay. Iowa's statehood was just around
the corner. No such exigency existed in respect to the
Osage River Indians; Kansas was still eight years away from
even a territorial status. In the longer view, however, it
was fortunate that a more westerly Kansas reserve was pro-
vided. In the Kansas River valley the white settlements
engulfed them at a later date than would have been the case

in the eastern location. The nearby Missouri whites were
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already exercising a devastating influence, even prior to
the Indians' departure.

Immediately before and during the actual treaty de-
liberations, a definite spirit of opposition did arise on
the Osage in reference to the proposed scheme of reunion and
relocation. It 1is impossible to determine to what extent
this was a spontaneous Indian opposition. Fragmentary evi-
dence indicates that it was at least in part the result of
white influences. Various comments by Major Cummins, agent
at Ft. Leavenworth, also by Superintendent Harvey, indicted
white elements, non-members of the tribe, for the continued
contrary attitude of these Indians.

Previous to the signing, the one fully established
source of resistance was found in the Baptist missionary
group. Isaac McCoy wrote to Dr. Johnston Lykins from Louis-
ville, Kentucky, January 30, 1846, in the tenor of strong
hostility to the plan of reunion of the Potawatomi on the
Kansas River. This 1s rather interesting in view of his own
effort to effect such an arrangement some years earlier.

But the proposed treaty embodied an entirely new principle,
namely, the moving of a tribe of Indians from one location
in the Indian Territory to another. McCoy's former endeavor

was directed toward the erection of a unified Potawatomi
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Nation on the Osage River reservation which he had earlier
explored and later surveyed on the very eve of its occupa-
tion. The Iowa Reserve had never fitted properly into his
concept of the Indian Territory; it was too far east and
too much endangered by white settlements and early state-
hood. As for the future of Kansas lands, even in 1846 he
was by no means willing to concede that there was need for
re-evaluation of his view of their suitableness as a perma-
nent component in an extensive, permanent Indian Territory.
He concluded, accurately enough, that shifting the tribes
about would lead almost certainly to the destruction of the
plan which he had so energetically proposed to the officials
of the United States Government and which he had otherwise
done so much to promote. As the following letter reveals,
his feeling on this point was very deep:

I have received yours of the 9th inst. I am very

sorry to hear there is a scheme of the government

for removing the Putawatomies. I am very much

opposed to it. As soon as they begin to move the

tribes about, the whole policy will be unsettled.

The next thing after removal will be the settle-

ment of white people on the lands they leave. You

have not informed me who are to occupy the country

they leave. I presume you do not know . . . As to

the convenience of having the Putawatomies all in

one body, I esteem it a small matter as compared

with the breakup of the Indian Territory, towards

which I would esteem the removal of the Puta-

watomies as a direct step. Better let the whole
of the Bluff Putawatomies go to ruin than to ruin
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them and eighty thousand others . . . if the
present Territorial boundaries be broken into by
the whites, scarcely a vestige of hope would be
indulged for the success of the Indian reform
anywhere. We never could rally the Indian again

. Your judgment must teach you how much or
how little you ought to say or do in opposition
to this abominable measure. As for myself I
shall endeavor to act discreetly, but I shall
oppose it with all my powers . . . Last spring I
had to battle with an outrageous design to break
into the Indian Territory. The devil and his
emissaries seem determined to destroy the abo-
rigines. Oh, had I the power they'd all have a
quiet home.lé

Dr. Johnston Lykins; the recipient of the letter;
followed McCoy's instructions in opposing the removal treaty.
The matter came up four years later in connection with the
second and more successful attempt to remove him from the
post of agency physician. An influential person pressing
for Lykins' dismissal was the veteran trader and Indian
attorney, Mr. George W. Ewing. In one of his letters to the
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, heavily weighted with
charges against Dr. Lykins, he included the following words
of condemnation:

This man Lykins opposed the policy of the Govern-
ment and used all his influence (secretly) to

defeat the treaty which was made with the Potta-
watomies on the 5th and 17th of June, 1846. This

18McCoy to Lykins, January 30, 1846, quoted in
Moore, loc. cit., p. 52. Emphasis by McCoy.
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can be proven by Major T. P. Andrews, who was one

of the U. S. Commissioners who made that treaty.

Let him be called to testify.19
In justice to the accused it can be reasonably concluded
that Mr. Ewing neither knew nor was concerned about the real
motive for the Lykins attitude. But herein lies the pos-
sible partial explanation for a certain coolness on the part
of Departmental officials toward the subsequent mission and
school which the Baptisté operated on the Kansas River. The
new Jesuit mission, on the other hand, much more readily en-
joyed laudations and commendations, and it is significant
here that Jesuit influence was credited with both helping to
promote the signing of the treaty at the Osage and in per-
suading the Indians to move to their new location.

Father Felix Verreydt, superintendent of the Sugar

Creek Catholic Mission, was evidently a very powerful factor
in overcoming the Osage Potawatomi opposition to the treaty
provisions. In‘support of this conclusion, Gilbert J.
Garraghan quotes at length from the discussion of the treaty
negotiations made by Father Maurice Gailland, S. J., for a
Catholic periodical in Baltimore, Maryland, November, 1850.

Some selections from the quotation are given here, for this

19Ewing to Orlando Brown, May 2, 1850, Letters Re-
ceived, 1850, Ft. Leavenworth Agency file, OIA.
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account of the Indians' behavior during the actual treaty
deliberations is most informative:

Some declared in favor of the treaty, but the greater
number were opposed to it. They wished to convoke a
general assembly to deliberate on the subject. They
met and sent for Rev. F, Verreydt, praying him to

come and aid them by his advice. He appeared in
their midst and being pressed to give his opinion on
the subject he spoke as follows: '"The Blackgown came
here to teach you how .to pray--the selling or exchang-
ing your present lands is your affair, not mine--but
as you wish me to tell you what I think of this mat-
ter, when I shall have expressed to you my thoughts,
you will still be at liberty either to follow or re-
ject them--but pray, should you enter into this
treaty, I beg you never to say that you were induced
to do so, because I engaged you to it . . . I think
that the treaty offered to you is good, and I believe
that it will be to your advantage to accept it. These
are my reasons: lst. Sugar Creek is an unhealthy
country--in the space of seven years, seven hundred
have died--a frightful number when compared to the
small population of the place. 2nd. The ground is
not very fertile; you work a great deal and the reward
of your latk~r is small--the soil is so full of rocks
and so near to the surface, that you cannot dig graves
deep enough to receive the dead. 3rd. You are here
too near the whites--their neighborhood is becoming
daily more dangerous to you--the fire-water is con-
stantly tempting you, and favored by the darkness of
night, you issue forth and procure it--your children
will soon follow in your footsteps--you cannot prevent
them from doing what you do--and they will be what you
were before the Blackgowns appeared in your midst.
4th. The annuities which you have been receiving are
almost at an end, and in a short time you will be un-
able to purchase the first necessaries, as food and
blankets. 5th. It is absolutely necessary that you
should have saws and planks, mills to grind your corn
and wheat, forges to mend your guns and your wagons,
and how can you obtain these with your scanty means,
unless you agree to the treaty. You say that you
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wish to see your children grow up under the eyes of
the Blackgown that they may learn how to read, to
write, to work, and to pray; the Blackgowns wish the
same, but they are as poor as you and cannot feed

and dress your children. Your brothers (of Iowa)
have signed the contract; they are now taking posses-
sion of the new lands; several of you have parents
and relatives among them--many are weary of culti-
vating an ungenerous soil and will leave it to go -
and join their friends--your numbers will diminish,
you must soon become a feeble branch of a great and
flourishing nation and in a little time you will -
find all around you gone. The condition of the con-
tract which you are asked to sign can alone remedy
all these evils. This is my opinion on the matter
now under your consideration. I have spoken all 1
wished to say and will now retire. It is not for

me to judge whether you will or will not sign the
contract, for you alone are the judges.'" On leaving
the assembly the Rev. Father did not think that

there would be much importance given to the few

words he had spoken; but in this he was mistaken,

for his opinion was listened to and received as an
oracle--the voices were taken and the treaty immedi-
ately accepted. At the moment of the acceptation a
murmur arose and a report was spread that the new
country was woodless. Some were sent thither to
examine, and they returned with a confirmation of the
report. A gang of the discontented and wicked com-
menced immediately to clamour against the Fathers,
crying out that the Blackgowns had sold them to the
Americans. How shall we, they asked, build our wig-
wams in the new country or enclose our fields and
gardens with strong fences? Some even among the well
disposed exclaimed: '"And when we shall be there, will
we not be mixed up with those who do not know or who
never say their prayers? Shall not our children every

. day witness their lascivious dances? hear the medicine

and drums beating? and will they not see their debauch-
eries? what then must become of their faith?" These
serious complaints were in the mouths of almost every
one and deeply affected the future prospects of the
mission. However, the time for deliberation was over--
the treaty was signed and the land must be given up at
a stated period. Nevertheless no one seemed willing
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or ready to start for their new home, except the
missionaries, who determined to emigrate to avoid
all responsibility of delay.20

Commissioner of Indian Affairs; William Medill, out-
lined the principal provisions of the 1846 Potawatomi treaty
in his report to the Secretary of War, William L. Marcy.

His report also stated the Indian Department's treaty
objectives:

During the past year, treaties have been made with
Kanzas Indians; the kindred bands of Chippewas,
Ottowas, and the Pottawatomies . . . By the Treaty
with the Kanzas, two millions of acres are set apart
for the future home of the Chippewas, Ottowas, and
Pottawatomies. It was chiefly with a view to this
arrangement, and the location of other tribes, as
well as to create a small fund for the support and
improvement of the Kanzas, that their surplus lands
were purchased. By the treaty with the Chippewas,
Ottowas, and Pottawatomies, they sold to the govern-
ment their two separate reservations--one in Iowa,
the other on the Osage River, west of the state of
Missouri--containing together about six million
acres; and they agreed to remove within two years
after the ratification of the treaty to their new
home in the Kanzas country. For some time past
these Indians, though of the same stock, speaking
the same language, and united by ties of kindred,
have been separated and had different and, to some
extent, unequal interests, which gave rise to jeal-
ousy and dissatisfaction. They are now, im accord-
ance with their wishes, to have a common home, where
they may reunite with common and equal interests,
which will render them much better contented, and
the relations between them and the government more

20Catholic Mirror (Baltimore), November 9, 1850,
quoted in Garraghan, op. cit., II, 597, 598.
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simple, satisfactory, and economical.2l

As far as the treaty concerned the Kansas tribe,
subsequent events indicated the hurried and improvident na-
ture of the arrangement. Provision for the dispossessed
came only very slowly. The Kansas Indians ceded their land
in the Treaty of January 14, 1846,22 and the Potawatomi
treaty was signed on June 5 and 17, respectively; at Council
Bluffs and on the Osage, being ratified July 22 and pro-
claimed July 23,23 Exactly a full year to the day after the
treaty with the Kansas tribe, the agent at Fort Leavenworth,
Richard W. Cummins, wrote to Superintendent Harvey‘Aecrying
the fact that nothing was thus far accomplished in the matter
of relocating the little group of dispossessed Indians. He
urged that something be done soon, for, according to their
treaty, their removal should be completed by May 1, 1847.
Since the migration of both factions of the Potawatomi was
scheduled for the same year, it was becoming more and more
important that problem of the new home for the Kansas be

solved. Cummins concluded his appeal with expressions of

21z c.1.A., 1846, pp. 216, 217. Emphasis suppoied.

22y, 3. Statutes at lLarge, IX, 842; Kappler, op. cit.,
1T, 558.

23y, S. Statutes at Large, IX, 853; Kappler, op. cit.
11, 557-539.
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praise for their good behavior, and "As you know; these
people are favorites of mine.'"2%4 |

By July the agent reported renewed activities in the
quest of finding a suitable new location. He made an ex-
ploring expedition far up the Kaw River. The trip was
fraught with continued nervousness about the presence of
raiding bands of both Comanches and Pawnees. His small party
was a potential easy mark, and his peace of mind was not
aided by the attitude of his Indian companions who remained
constantly on the alert, showing every sign of fleeing at
the first alarm. Experience convinced him that it was better
to locate the Kansas to the south rather than to the west.
He thought the headwaters of the Neosho River were much more
desirable. 25

Toward the end of 1847 Cummins' recommendation about
the Neosho River area was approved. Further correspondence
meanwhile péssed back and forth on the subject, the substance
of which was summarized in a letter of December 3rd from the
commissioner to the superintendent: the president approved

Major Cummins' suggestion about the Neosho locale; the

24Cummins to Harvey, January 14, 1847, Letters Re-
ceived, Fort Leavenworth Agency file, 1847, OIA.

25Cummins to Harvey, July 17, 1847, Letters Re-
ceived, Fort Leavenworth Agency file, 1847, OIA.
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commissioner approved the superintendent's authorization of
Cummins to make a survey, and it was now left to the super-
intendent '"to direct suitable arrangements for their removal
to it at such time as you may judge expedient and advis-
able."26 1In other words, a definite plan was now afoot, but
no removal of the Kansas Indians was 1in process by the last
month of 1847.

Superintendent Harvey himself made a tour of inspec-
tion of the new Potawatomi Reservation in January of the
following year. A part of his report to the commissioner
described the sad lot of the Kansas tribe. He reviewed the
fact that their new location was not laid out for them until
after the date upon which their removal was supposed to have
been completed. Remaining on the lands designated by treaty
for the Potawatomi, they hesitated to put out a crop in the
spring of 1847, but later, when the newcomers did not arrive
in appreciable numbers, attempted planting one toward the
extreme western limits of the area. Due to the lateness of
the plantings they had realized little., At the time of the
writing they were still about and coming in from their winter

hunts more or less destitute. Nevertheless, the superintendent,

26)Med111 to Harvey, Letters Sent, Letter Book 40,
1847, OIA,
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echoing Agent Cummins, praised them for their docility and
cooperative sPirit.27

By May of 1848 the Kansas seem to have taken posses-
sion of their new reservation. On the lst of that month, the
Secretary of War, Marcy, directed the commissioner to trans-
fer them from the jurisdiction of the Fort Leavenworth Agency
to that of the Osage River and, in turn, provided that the |
Potawatomi should now come under the supervision of Fort
Leavenworth. 28 Meanwhile, as will be shown, the Potawatomi
migrated in considerable numbers to their new reserve.
Plainly, the Kansas tribe suffered considerably from the man-
ner in which it was uprobted. This all the more emphasizes
the urgency of the government in bringing about the migra-
tion of the Potawatomi, especially those from Iowa.

Commissioner Medill described the new home of the
Potawatomi in his 1846 report to the Secretary of War. The
reservation contained five hundred and seventy-six thousand

acres.29 It was thirty miles square, bardered on the south

27Harvey to Medill, January 26, 1848, Letter Book
IX, Clark Papers.

28Marcy to Medill, Letters Received, Ft. Leavenworth

Agency file, 1848, OIA.

29R.C.1.A., 1846, p. 217.

















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































