






























































922 COMMUNICATION BETWEEN COLORADO AND NEW MEXICO.

The valley of the Conejos, which we ascended next day as far as the
plaza of Guadaloupe, is apparently very fertile, and good crops of cereals
and grass are grown; it is well timbered near the banks of the stream
by the bitter cottonwood, with the usual accompaniments of willow and
alder. The crossing of the San Antonio was difficult, but the crossing
of the Conejos would have been found impossible, had it been desirable
to cross it. The river (Conejos) had formerly been crossed by a bridge
near the plaza of Guadaloupe, but this was swept away, a few days be-
fore my arrival, by the high water.

The march on the 13th from the San Antonio crossing to Conejos was
about ten miles, and we were early in camp. The afternoon was occupied
in finding a land- -survey corner from which to begin our line, and in the
determination of our instrumental coéfficients.

The plazas of Conejos are named Guadaloupe, Las Pinos, Ciseneroz,
San Raphael, San Antonio, Cerritos, Islan, Rincones, and Cordon, the
first being the largest and contains the post-office ; taken together they
comprise a very flourishing Mexican settlement of near 300 houses.

On June 14 we commenced work, and ran our lines up the valley of
the Conejos about seven miles and made camp; our road thus far was
a good and well-defined one, leading past the plaza San Raphael and
a couple of deserted settlements; the valley seemed very fertile, and
was for the most part under cultivation. To the south of this valley—
here one-half mile in width—is seen a mesa which rises gradually toward
the west until it nears the foot-hills of the mountains, where it is broken
by an abrupt descent similar to its northern and southern sides. Iclimbed
this mesa with some difficulty, and found its flat top some 300 or 400
yards wide, covered with bowlders of vesicular lava ; the valley border-
ing it on the south is slightly undulating and apparently without water;
it is well grown with rank Dbunch-grass and thickly timbered about its
edges with pine, spruce, and cedar. The north slope of the mesa ex-
hibited strata of soft, gray, friable sandstone, alterating with conglom-
erate.

To the north of Conejos Valley is a similar formation, except as to its
top, which, instead of being level and mesa-like, is terminated in two
conical peaks, which project 200 or 300 feet above the vertical side-
walls.

Next day we followed the beautiful valley of the Conejos for about
two miles, and then turned to the hills on its southern bank. These we
found for the most part covered with a heavy growth of pine, spruce,
and aspen ; but along the line of our road the country was open for a
further dlstance of about two and a half miles and well grown with
bunch-grass. The Conejos emerges from a narrow and precipitous
caiion, whose sides are composed mostly of basalt and vesicular lava, at
a point some two miles above where we left its banks. It is here a
large and rapid stream, passing over a very rocky bed ; its shores are
lined with a dense growth of cottonwood and an occasional large pine
amd cedar. We made some six miles this day, and went into camp in a
heavy pine forest near a small stream tlowing into the Conejos. Our
line continued up this stream nearly two miles, then turned to the
north and followed a tributary to its source, and passed over a low
divide to the headwaters of a branch of the Los Pinos Creek. A much
better road could be built over the first two miles from our camp by
following the edge of the hill on the north bank of the stream we first
ascended, it was impracticable to run an instrumental line there, owing
to the dense entanglement of fallen pines and the thick growth of small
aspens about 12 feet high which had sprung up over the ground.







































