





DEFICIENCY IN APPROPRIATIONS FOR INDIAN TRIBES. 3

there was a fair prospect of an abundant yield and plentiful supply of food for
the winter ; the pest came, and, in a few days, the condition and prospects of
the Indians were entirely changed. It was absolutely necessary to meet the
emergency, and to do it at once, or the weather would have prevented the for-
warding of any stores until another spring. To do this, the funds already ap-
propriated had to be used, and it has now left the Indians without any money to
their credit to assist them in planting a new crop the coming spring, and to
meet the necessary expenses of the service, in connection with their agencies,
up to the end of the present fiscal year. In my opinion, the full amount so
used should be appropriated by Congress and placed to the credit of said tribes,
respectively.

There was alzo an indebtedness, incurred by or under the direction of the
Indian peace commission, on account of the Crows, amounting to $21,822 64,
Of this amount there has been paid the sum of $18,778 55, leaving a balance still
due of $3,044 09, for the payment of which there are no funds on hand appli-
cable, nor is there any money to their eredit with which their wants can be sup-
plied to the cnd of the present fiscal year. The Crows have always been
friendly to the whites in their vicinity, and every endeavor on the part of the
government should be made to keep them so. No portion of the fands appro-
priated for them the present fiscal year has been used to advance their agricul-
tural operations or to purchase stock, &e., provisions for which were made in
the appropriation act of March 2, 1867; and in order that this may be done the
coming spring, as well as to meet the actual wants of the service up to the 30th
of June next, in connection with this tribe, the full amount of the indebtedness
created by or under the direction of the said commission should be again placed
to the credit of these Indians.

In view of the facts and cireumstances hereinbefore stated, and in order that
immediate steps may be taken to have the funds appropriated in time to pur-
chase and forward, the first opportunity, the necessary agricultural implements,
tools, seed, subsistence, while planting, &c., required by and absolutely neces-
sary for these Indians, to enable them to put in a crop the coming spring, I have
had prepared, and enclose herewith, an estimate of appropriations required to
supply deficiencies in the appropriations made for the Sioux of Dakota, the
Yancton Sioux, the Arickarees, Gros Ventres and Mandans, and the Crows,
for the fiscal year enling June 30, 1868, and also of an appropriation to pay for
the subsistence purchased for the Poncas, and respectfully request, if you con-
cur in the views and opinions herein expressed, that copies of the same be
transmitted to the President of the Senate and Speaker of the House of
Representatives, with such favorable remarks and recommendations as, in your
judgment, may be deemed advisable, and as will tend to speedy action on the
part of Congress.

Very respectfully, your obedient servaut,
CHAS. E. MIX,
Acting Commissioner.

Hon. O. H. BrRownNing,

Secretary of the Interior.
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Estimate of appropriations required for supplying deficiencies in the appropria-
tions made for the Sioux of Dakota, Arickarees, Gros Ventres, and Mandans,
Crows and Yanctons, for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1868, and for sub-

sistance purchased jfor the Poncas.
SIOUX OF DAKATO, BLACKFEET BAND.

For this amount to supply a deficiency in the appropriation for
the second of twenty instalments, to be paid in such articles as
the Secretary of the Interior may direct, for the fiscal year end-
ing June 30,1868 . .o een i e

MINNECONJOU BAND.,

For this amount to supply a deficiency in the appropriation for
the second of twenty instalments, to be paid in such articles as
the Secretary of the Interior may direct, for the fiscal year end-
ing June 30, 1868. .. ciirmiaei ittt ieeaa e R

LOWER BRULE BAND,

For this amount to supply a deficiency in the appropriation for
the second of twenty instalments, to be paid in such articles as
the Secretary of the Interior may direct, for the fiscal year end-
ing June 30, 1868 .. v i i aeaan

TWO KETTLES BAND.

For this amount to supply a deficiency in the appropriation for
the second of twenty instalments, to be paid in such articles as
the Secretary of the Interior may direct, for the fiscal year end-
ing June 30, 1868. . ... coo. i

ONK-PAH-PAH BAND.

For this amount to supply a deficiency in the appropriation for
the second of twenty instalments, to be paid in such articles as
the Secretary of the Interior may direct, for the fiscal year end-
ing June 30, 1868 ... ie ittt e e

SANS ARCS BAND.

For this amount to supply a deficiency in the appropriation for
the second of twenty instalments, to be paid in such articles as
the Secretary of the Interior may direct, for the fiscal year end-
ing June 30, 1868. ... i

YANCTONAI BAND.

For this amount to supply a deficiency in the appropriation for
the second of twenty instalments, to be paid in such articles as
the Secretary of the Interior may direct, for the fiscal year end-
ing June 30, 1868. .. c it i aa

UPPER YANCTONAI BAND,

For this amount to supply a deficiency in the appropriation for
the second of twenty instalments, to be paid in such articles as
the Secretary of the Interior may direct, for the fiscal year end-
ing June 30, 1868 .. ciu e

$2, 820

4, 462

3,246

664

3, 523

3,766

3, 861

2,721

25

89

47

40

81

51

36
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0’GALLALLA BAND.

For this amount to supply a deficiency in the appropriation for
the second of twenty instalments, to be paid in such articles as
the Secretary of the Interior may direct, for the fiscal year end-
ing June 30, 1868 . ciiiir it i e it eaeaanaaaan $5, 110 96
, 30,177 91
For this amount to supply a deficiency in the appropriation for
expenses of transporting and delivering articles furnished for
the nine bands of Sioux aforesaid, for the fiscal year ending
June 80, 1868. . .o on e ieieee e 11,625 58

ARICKAREES, GROS VENTRES AND MANDANS.

For this amount to supply a deficiency in the appropriation for first
of payments to be made during the pleasure of Congress, to be
expended in such goods, provisions, and other articles as the
President may from time to time determine, &ec., for the fiscal
year ending June 30, 1868...... “eean Creemmieeeiaaeae 20,114 70

CROWS,

For this amount to supply a deficiency in the appropriation for
the first of payments to be made during the pleasure of Con-
gress, to be expended for such useful goods, provisions, and
other articles as the President, from time to time, may determine,
&ec., for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1868.......... ... 21,822 64

YANCTON TRIBE OF SIOUX.

For this amount to supply a deficiency in the appropriation for
the ninth of ten instalments, to be paid to them, or expended
for their benefit, commencing with the year in which they shall
remove to, and settle and reside upon their reservation, for the
fiscal year ending June 30, 1868, .. ... .coeiiiiiiiin, 17,929 99

PONCAS.

For this amount to pay for subsistence furnished to the Ponca In-
dians, by direction of the Indian peace commission, under a
contract made with J. W. Bosler-.......... ... ... 11, 900 26

113, 571 08

YancronNn AGeENcy, DakoTra TERRITORY,
August 20, 1867.

Sir: I write to apprise you that my worst fears in regard to the ravages of
the grasshoppers have been realized. They commenced to appear here about
three days ago, since which time they have increased in volume until to-day
they completcly cover the whole face of the earth through this section, eating
up and destroying every green thing as they go. Our corn, which, three days
ago, was a sight to gladden the heart of any man, so luxuriant and rich it was,
promising plenty and to spare for my poor Indians for all the coming winter, is
now a total loss. My Indians are sad and entirely disheartened. We had just
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struggled through with our scanty supply of provisions until our corn was large
enough to eat, and as the happy moment had arrived this dreadful scourge has
overtaken us, and our only provisions are snatched from our mouths. We must
have help immediately, or God only knows what will become of us. I beg of
you to make known our deplorable condition to the Indian department with all
haste, so that if relief is possible we may have itat once. I would respectfully
suggest that it will require one thousand sacks of flour, estimated to cost, de-
livered here, $7 per sack, $7,000, and fifty head of beef cattle, estimated to cost
here $75 per head, $3,750, or their equivalent in pork or bacon, to maintain
these Indians until they go out on their fall hunt, and after that it will require
not less than $5,000 to provide for the old and infirm, who eannot go on to the
plains during the winter.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
P. H. CONGER,
United States Yancton Agent.

Hon. A. J.FAULK,
Governor and ex officio Superintendent of Indian Affairs.

P. S.—After writing this letter I learned that the Commissioner of Indian
Affairs was on his way up the Missouri, and would be here. 1 therefore did
not send the letter at the date it was written. But the steamboat with the In-
dian commission on board has passed up, and Colonel Taylor did not come;
congequently I mail this letter to-day, August 26, 1867.

Execurive OFFICE,
Yancton, D. T., dugust 28, 1867.
Sir: I have the honor to trangmit herewith a letter from Major P. H. Conger,
United States Yanecton Indian agent, dated 20th instant, in which he an-
nounces that the ravages of the grasshoppers have been realized at that agency,
and most respectfully suggests the amount of flour and cattle that it will require
to maintain his Indians until they go out on their fall hunt.
Governor Faulk is now absent with the peace commissioners, and I most
respectfully recommend the matter to your favorable consideration,
I have the honor to be your obedient servant,
J. L. KELLY,
Clerk office Governor and ex; officio Sup’t Indian Affairs.

Hon. Cnarnes E. Mix,
Acting Commissioner of Indian Affairs.

[Telegram.]

Omana, NEBRASKA,
September 13, 1867.

Hon. O. H. BrowNING,
Secretary of the Interior :

At a meeting of Indian peace commissioners this day, it was recommended
that the Commissioner of Indian Affairs be authorized to expend, for the imme-
diate relief of Sioux at Yancton agency, nine bands of Sioux at Forts Thomp-
son, Sully, and Rice, and Arickarees, Gros Ventres, and Mandans at Berthold,
unexpended appropriations applicable.

Please instruct me by telegraph here, stating amounts that can be used for
these tribes respectively. This advice is the result of personal knowledge of




DEFICIENCY IN APPROPRIATIONS ¥FOR INDIAN TRIBES, 7

the prospective destitution of these tribes, and from reliable information received
by the commission at the points visited. »
We leave for North Platte to-morrow, fourteenth, at six p. m., and desire to
act on the information before our departure.
N. G. TAYLOR,

Commissioner of Indian Affairs and Pres’s Indian Peace Commission.

ExucuTive OFFICE,
Yancton, D. T., September 9, 1867.

Sir: I have the honor herewith to transmit a letter from Major J. A. Potter,
United States Poneca Indian agent.

Governor Faulk is absent with the peace commissioners, and as I am fully
satisfied of the damage done to the Ponea corn crop, I respectfully recommend
the enclosed letter of Agent Potter to the favorable consideration of the honor-
able Commissioner. "Without the aid of the government they cannot get through
the coming winter.

I have the honor to be your ebedient servait,
J. L. KELLY,
Clerk qffice Governor and ex officio Superintendent of Indian Affairs.

Hon. CHarLEs E. Mix,
Acting Commissioner of Indian Afuairs.

Ponca AceNcy, Dakora TERRITORY,
August 26, 1867.

Sir : It becomes my duty to inform you that the crops at this agency, com-
prising over five liundred acres of gorn, pumpking, and beans,all of which a short
time ago bid fair to yield sufficient to amply supply this tribe with food for the
greater part of the year, have been entirely destroyed by grasshoppers; this
leaves the tribe without any visible means of support, except their small annuity
of a fraction over five dollars per hLead, and what small game they can kill,
They cannot go upon the prairie like most other Indians and supply themselves
with buffalo meat and robes, as the country where they would have to go for
that purpose is overrun with the Sioux, who are hostile to them. - They can-
not at best support themselves with their annuity and by the hunt more than
eight months in the year. The remainder of the year they will either have to
starve or receive aid from the government ; this, it seems to me, is the best pos-
sible light in which I can view their situatjon. This tribe, at the last census,
numbered 980 persons; to feed tliem for four months would require 120 rations
for each person, which, at ten cents for each ration, would amount to $11,760,
Should the department decide to aid this tribe, I presume the first question
wonld be, how to procure the greatest amount of food for the least amount of
money. I will suggest a plan which it seemss to me will produce that result.
My plan is this : to purchase corn or wheat at the nearest point to this agency,
where it can be obtained ; then to purchase, say, fifteen yoke of work-cattle; these,
with what cattle the Poncas now have, would make teams capable to haul 400
bushels of corn or wheat at a trip; in this way all of the grain required could
be delivered by the Indians under the superintendency of their farmer, or some
other competent person, and all of the freight saved within the tribe. The
cattle, when purchased, would be worth as much when through with the hauling
as when they were bought, if properly cared for, and will be needed for carrying







