
,,,--..__ 

MINUTES OF THE M~ETIWG OF THE UNIVERS!TY SENATE; .. APRIL 6, 1942 

The second meeting of the University Senate was called to order by 
President Brandt at 4: 15 p.m., in room 205 of the Law Building. !tr. Cross was 
asked to serve a,$ Secretary until the Senate completes its organization. The 
Secretary was asked to have the minutes of the first and second meetings 
mimeographed and distributed to the members in time for discussion at the third 
meeting, which will be held April 13, at 1:15 p.m. The minutes of the first 
meeting were not read. · 

Mr .. Brandt announced that some members had raised the question as to 
whether the meeting; of the Senate should be open to the Press. He pointed out 
that many of the actions taken by the Senate would be subject to the approval of 
the University Board of Regents and the State Board of Regents of Higher Education. 
He asked that . the'question be discussed and action taken. 

Mr. Adams . said he thought it inadvis&ble to discuss problems and 
policies before the Press. He thought the meetings should be closed to the 
Press, but .that the Executive Committee (if one is organized le.ter) or the 
Secretary might release. certain material for the use of the Press. Hr. Herbert 
expressed a contrary view. He said that the Press should be admitted--that 
otherwise a distorted version of senatorial &ction could be expected to appear 
in the papers. Messrs. Reaves, Hervey, Jacobson, and Ewing, spoke in support 
of closed meeting-S. They were of the opinion that free discussion might be 
inhibited by the presence of r eporters, that fina l action taken on c.. question 
is often quite different from that proposed at the beginning of the discussion , 
and that premature press r eleas es might be detrimental to the effectiveness of 
the Senate. Mr. Adams moved: 

[ That the Senate not permit repres entatives of the Press to .be pr ~sent 
during its deliberations, but -that final action may be made ~vu.Hable 
to tha Pr0ss. 

Yr. Hervey suggested that information be mo.de avail :::.ble to the Pr ess through 
the University Director of Public Rel.ations. 1/r. Adams accepted this as a 
part of his motion. Tho motion was seconded und passed with one dissenting 
vote . 

Ilr. Brandt announced that lifer. '.'{arddl he.d b.oon Q.ppointed chuirman 
of the Conunittee on Credits for Students mtering the Armed Service, and 
l.'.r. Wardell was asked to make & report of the action of his committee. 

_/ 

Mr. ~Vardell distributed mimeographed copies of his committee's r eport, and 
spoke as follows: The additional members of the committee are 1':essrs . Tappan, 
Bienfang, Hervey, Ne,vton~ and Carpenter. The committee wrote to various 
universities and colleges asking for information concerning their policies 
with r espect to s tudents entering Armed Service before gradui::..tion. Repli es 
were r eceived from the Universiti~s of Iowa, Texas, Illinois, Hebraska, 
h.a.ns as, and :Missouri, and these were r ead t o the Senate. A l etter was sent 
also to the Secr<::Jtu.ry of the North Centri::.l Association of Colleges and 
Seconda ry Schools, from whom information ,ms obtained. Yr. WG.rdell said th.=;.t 
the procedure recommanded in the report of his ,committee agrees in most 
f 0atur0s with thos e in effect in manv of the schools to which he wrote. His ' ~ r eport appes.rs on the following page . 
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REPORT OF SENATE COMMITTEE ON CREDITS FOR STUDENTS ENTERING THE ARMED SERVICE 

The present war emergency demands the cooperation of all agencies. It is the desire of the University of Oklahoma to lend every assistance possible to the government of the United States to win the war. 
In accordance with the resolutions adopted at the National Conference of College and University Presidents held in Baltimore, January 3 and 4, 1942, the controlling consideration in granting credit should be the maintenance of established academic standards. 

In considering the problems of credit, the University of Oklahoma has sought to maintan academic standards in comparison with other colleges and universities. Without departing from the resolutions of the Baltimore conference and the general policies of other colleges and universities, the policy of the University of Oklah001a shall be that of enabling the student to establish academic credit for courses pursued up to the time of his call to military service. 

In our judgment, credit . in every instance cannot be granted and academic standards maintained. It is therefore impossible to grant credit for work pursued unless a sufficient amount has been completed to satisfy established academic standards. 
. 

Be it, therefore, resolved, that upon satisfactory completion of I not less than one-half of the classroom instruction in a given course, a \ student called to the armed service of the United States shall, upon written request duly made to the Registry Office, have the following options: 
(1) He may take free elective credit for one-half of the scheduled credit granted for satisfactory completion of said course; or 
(2) He may take an examination covering not less than three­fourths of the subject material of said course to establish full subjective credit in that course. _j 
The University recognizes frankly that the problem confronting law students is unique. The Association of American Law Schools, the standardizing agency, prescribes a minimum of ten hundred and eighty hours of classroom instruction for the LL. B. degree. Some of the law students have, conformably to the rules of the Faculty of the Law School, completed more than the minimum required by the Association of .American Law Schools. 

,, 

\ Be it, therefore, further resolved that law students may, upon the O .. · recommendation of the Faculty of the School of Law, be graduated upon the /'"•'·,,., successful completion of twelve hundred or more classroom hours of instruction J in law. 

Committee: Frank G. Tappan, Ralph Bienfang, John G. Hervey, W.K. Newton, Paul S. Carpenter, M.L. Wardell, Chairman. 
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Mr. Jacobson u.sked if the report is applicable to Graduate Students ~swell as Und0rgraduatos, to which Mr. Wt,rdell &nswered in the affirrnective. 

The Senu.te then oegan consideration of Option (1). Hr •. Adams asked if 1;.n exwnination is to be given, to which Mr. Wc..rdell replied thut the student is to rec e ive free elective cr0di t without £, t ost--the grade to be determined · by the instructor on a basis of tho student's standing in the ciass at the time th&t he leaves school. Mr. Adaras suggested thut the student should r eceive cours e credit instead of elective credit, e.s this might be of advantage to students who wished _to fulmTrequirements for gradus.tion. After considerable discussion Mr . Adams moved: 

Thc.t in Option ( 1) "free electi vo" be chG.nged to "credit in the depc.rtment or fi eld in which t3ach c curse lies. 11 

The motion received a second. Mr. Herbert usked how such credits could be tr&.nsf6rred to other ins ti tut ions; and l\ifr. !:Iorgan s t::.id thut credit in a depart­ment or field would not be sufficient if a student n 3eded credit in specific courses for graduation. Mr. Hervey suggested tho.t individual cas es might be handled by the faculties of the various colleges , and Mr. Brillldt remar~ed that u.t least the various f aculti es might bring r ecommendations to the Sena te. Mr. Adwns pointed out thut according; to University Law the requirements for . graduation aro made by the individual f~cul ti es . and perh~.ps the Sent::.te should concern itself only with general policies. After some addition&l discussion Mr. · Adams' motion wo.s pcss ed unanimously. Hr. Reuves then suggested ths.t the word "tB-ke n be chunged to "receiv~" in Option (1), and this was approved by the s enate. · 

Option (2) then was r 0ad und discuss ed. 1:Ir. Dodge s aid that he r egurded this option as somewhat too lenient for Grcdus.te Students. vvho are pursuing a thirty hour progrcm, and he moved that tho following- sta t ement be attached to Option (2): 

B0cause of tho shortnes s of the program L ia.ding to the Master's Degree thes G shall be r egarded as most gens rous arrangements. They shall not be upplied except upon approve. l of th0 Gr::.duat e Couucil. 

Tha motion p~ssed. 

It was decided the.t the final paragraph of the Committee's report , pertaining to Law Students , should be designat ed &.s Option (3) . iv:r~ Bizzell e.skad if the committee had considered the problems of the Medicc.l School. I.Ir. ,Nurdell said the..t the Medical School has its own policy•· already in E; ffect ., Option (3) was approved by the Senat e . 

The Options as revis ed and approved by the Scm:te ure a s follows: 7 (1) He may r eceive credit in the dopurtment or fi eld in which each course lies for one-half of the scheduled credit granted for s atisfactory completion of said course; or 
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(2) He may take an examination cov0ring not l ess thwi three-fourths of the subject materi~l bf s a id course to establish full subjective credit in thut course. Becc.use of the shortness of the progre:.m l e&:.ding to the Master's D3gree these shall be regarded as most generous arrangements; They shall not be applied in the Gradu.:.te Coll0ge except upon approvd of tho Graduate Council. 
(3) Be it, therefore, further resolved th$•.t l aw students may, upon the r ecommendation of the Fu.culty of the School of Law. bo graduated upon the :_J' successful completion of twelve hundred or more classroom hours of instruction . in Law. 

- . -
The rights of the student under these options were discussed. No officia l action was taken, but the membGrs of the Sen~te seemed to be of the opinion that a student might demand credit under any option applici..:.ble to his CD.S e . 

The r e lations of the Seno.te to the Unive:rsity R0g,mts n.nd the Regents of Higher Education were discuss ed. It WLl.S decided th£. t the r 0port of the Comrni ttee on Crudi ts for Students Entering th0 .A.rmed Service should be presented to each of these for &pprov~l. 

Mr. Brandt discussed the proolem of keeping the University Buildings open &t night. For the present, they will be closed at 10:30 p.m., but Mr. Brandt suggested th&t a committee be appointed to consider this question carefully in the light of the n eeds of tho Faculty &nd Student Body and the welfare of the University. llo;r. l!,wing, Chc.irrr,rui of' the Committ0e on Orgc.nizo.tion of the Senate, said that his group would recommend th6 creQ.tion of such a committee when it reports next week. 

Mr. Brandt introduced :Mr. Shelley Tr .::.cy of the Cle..ss of '11. Mr. Tracy spoke briofly to the m0mb ers of the Sonb.to. 

The Senate adjourned at 5:45 p.m. Th0 ri0xt meeting _will be held on Monday, April 13 1 £..t 4:15 p.m. 

I( 


