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woods at long range, but without doing damage. At the beginning
a portion of the Navajoes got partially between the herd of cattle and
the camp, and another force was firing at the guard of fifteen (15)
men, under Corporal Bailey, company ¢ G,”’ third infantry, from the
opposite side of the cattle.

Fortunately, at sunrise an advanced guard of ten raen under Cor-
poral Ellwood, company ‘¢ B,”” third infantry, had gone out and got
posted half a mile in advance in the woods ; this advance guard, atter
being driven back to the woods twice, now succeeded in efﬁctlnd a
Junctlon with the herd guard. This guard, being now twenty-seven
(27) strong, commenced a slow retreat to the camp, about halt' a mile
distant, first dislodging the Indians in the narrow strip of woods be-
tween the herd and the camp. The camp itself was, in the mean-
while, defended from the side of the cafion by Sergeant Werner and
seventeen {17) men.

For about an hour after all the cattle were safely corralled the firing
was scattering at long distance. The Navajoes probably discovered by
this time the approach from the garrison of Corporal Healy, company
““B,” and eleven privates, sent out beforehand with a howitzer, as a
precautionary measure, to signal the garrison in case of an attack,
when they fled in every dlrectlon and it was in their flight that their
numbers were more clearly discovered.

Huero, who headed the attack on the cattle camp at the Amaria,
on the 17th, was again distinctly recognized ; no other head-man was
recognized ; Juan, known as Navajoe Jack, and formerly interpreter
at the post, was not seen ; not more than two or three Indians have
been seen since around the camp.

By the nearest approximation ten Indians were shot helpless, but
were carried away, and about double that number were wounded ; as
many horses were seen running riderless, and several foot Indians
were shot down.

There were none of the guard injured, other than private Agnew,
of company ““ &,”” third mt(zntry, who was wounded bho*htly throuorh
the hand.

A post order relative to the affair is respecttully enclosed.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

0. L. SHEPHERD,
Capt. Third Infantry and Bt. Major, Comdy. Post.

Lieut. J. D. WILkINs,

Acting Asst. Adjt. Gen., Dep’t. of New Mexico, Santa I'é, N. M.

15 c.

Heapquarters, Fort DEFIANCE,
New Mexico, I'ebruary 12, 1860.
[Orders, No. 19.]
The conflict at the grazing camp, on the 8th instant, between the
cattle guard from this post, consisting of Sergeant Werner, company
¢ (C,” Corporal Bailey, company ¢ (&, and Corporal Ellwood, com-
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PAPERS COMMUNICATED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR.

Mr. Thompson to Mr. Floyd.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, April 6, 1860.

Str: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
the 26th ultimo, enclosing a copy of the resolution adopted in the
House of Representatives on the 20th ultimo, calling for information
on the subject of Indian hostilities in the Territory of New Mexico,
and to enclose herewith copies of all the papers on file in the Indian
office embraced by the terms of the resolution, with a copy of the let-
ter of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs transmitting the same to
this department.

With great respect, your obedient servant,

J. THOMPSON, Secretary.

Hon. Joux B. Froyp,

Secretary of War.

Mr. Greenwood to Mr. Thompson.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
Office Indian Affairs, April 4, 1860.

Sir : I have the honor herewith to return the letter of the Secreta-
ry of War of the 26th ultimo, enclosing a resolution adopted by the
House of Representatives on the 20th ultimo, calling for information
on the subject of Indian hostilities in the Territory of New Mexico,
which was referred by the President to the War Department for an
answer, and requesting you to furnish him with such information as
the records of the Department of the Interior may afford, touching
the matter in question.

After consultation with the Hon. A. M. Otero, the mover of the
resolution, as to the particular hostilities he had reference to, and the
time from which down he desired information, I herewith transmit the
accompanying papers, being copies of all papers on file and of record
in this office on the subject of Indian hostilities in the Territory of
New Mexico since the transmission of my last annual report.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. B. GREENWOOD,
Comumissioner.
Hon. Jacos THoMPSON,
Secretary of the Interior.

17. Mr. Collins to Mr. Greenwood.
INDIAN SUPERINTENDENCY,

Sante Fé, New Mexico, October16, 1859.

Sig: Since the transmission of my annual report, several parties of
Indians have visited the superintendency. Among them two chiefy of
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prisals upon the flocks of the tribe at large to indemnify the suffer-
ers. This should be exacted and enforced.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. L. COLLINS.
Superintendent Indian Affairs, New Mexico.
Hon. A. B. GREENWO0OD,
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington City.

18. Mr. Collins to Mr. Greenwood.

INDIAN SUPERINTENDENCY,
Sante Fé, New Mexico, November 27, 1859,

BIr: The troops are now returning from the Navajoes country, and,
as I expected, without having done anything to force a fulfilment of
the terms of the treaty of peace concluded with the tribe in Decem-
ber last,

I am informed, however, that a few days before the troops left De-
fiance on the return, a detachment was ordered out under Major Shep-
herd, who attacked a party of Navajoes, killed three and wounded
some seven or eight. I will merely say, in reference to this, that I
fear it will have a bad effect upon the Indians.

As the troops were ordered out of the Indian country, it would have
been better to have left the Indians quiet. It is perhaps proper to
mention that agent Kendrick, on the 25th of October last, turned over
to the commandmo officer at Fort Defiance the collection of the
claims for stolen ploperty arising under the treaty.

Enclosed you will find a copy of his letter to Major Shepherd on the
subject. The matter is now in the hands of the military, and it re-
mains to be seen what they will do to bring this question to a close.
I have never had but one opinion on the subject, and that is, that the
Indians should be forced into a full and 1101(1 comnhance with the
terms of that treaty ; and why the troops have hesitated in reference
to 1it, is indeed strange. The terms of the treaty were based upon the
sufrgestlons of Colonel Bouneville himself, and I was unprepared to
see him falter in executing the part which he Lad assigred to him-
self.

I am now preparing official copies of the list of property for which
the Indians are liable under the treaty, with one ot which I will tur-
nish the commmanding officer of the department, aud he may do with
it as he thinks proper. Of one thing I fesl conscious, that the In-
dian department have not faltered in meeting the question with the
Navajoes, and to have done everything that can reasonably be required
to effect a settlement of this vexed question.

The troops are not yet all in; when they arrive I will again write
to you.

Very respectiully, your obedient servant,
J. L. COLLINS,
Superintendent Indion Afjuirs, New Mexico.
Hon. A. B. GrErNwoOD,
Commissioner of Indian Ajjairs, Washington City.
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show any exaggerations of the condition of that frontier, and respect-
fully submit to you the propriety of calling the attention of the Sec-
retary of War to the subject.

I have refrained from troubling you about the condition of those
Indians, in reference to our mail from Independence, for the reason
that the occurrence which has led to the stoppage of the mail took
place out of my jurisdiction, and I supposed the facts would reach
you through other channeis.

The Indians of the plains, as I have repeatedly stated to the de-
partment in former letters, will certainly have to be chastised before
we can have any security in passing the plains.

They have no respect for the authority of the government, and will
not have until they are made to feel its power.

When they are chastised, I hope it may be done properly. A large
force will be necessary, and the troops should enter the Indian country
from Texas, New Mexico, and Kansas.

A small force comprising a single column could do nothing effective.

Very respecttully, your obedient servant,
J. L. COLLINS,
Supt. Ind. Affairs, New Mexico.

Hon. A. B. GrEENWOOD,

Com. of Indian Affairs, Washington city.

19. a.

At a meeting of the citizens of San Miguel county, assembled this
1st day of December, 1859, at Las Vegas.

Theodore Baca having been appointed chairman, the following
resolutions were adopted :

That the object of this meeting is to take into consideration the
condition of affairs on the frontier of this country, and all persons
present who have suffered during the present fall from depredations
of the Indians, are requested to come forward and state what they
have suffered.

Agreeably to this call, Don Filiciana Guterous stated, that on or
about the 21st day of November, his ranch, situated in the Cafion de
Queba, was visited by a large number ot Comanche Indians, who
drove off the herders, destroyed the ranch and property, and forcibly
seized and butchered a large number of sheep of his and the neigh-
boring herds.

Don Felix Chavis also came forward and stated, that on or about
the 24th day of November, a number of Comanche Indians came into
his ranch, situated on the Conchas, seized and stripped the herders,
killed two and wounded one head of cattle, and then destroyed his
ranche and property.

It was also stated that the herds of Messrs. Whitlock & Taylor,
Connelly & Co., and others in the vicinity of Anton Chico, have also
been visited by the Indians, at different times, killing cattle, stealing
horses, and destroying property; and, by authority of Indian traders,
numerous bodies of Indians are now prowling upon our borders, and

H. Ex. Doc. 69 4
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was a discreet and prudent officer, and managed the Indians so as to
acquire their confidence. In September, of that year, Agent Horley
arrived from the States, and was assigned to duty at Fort Defiance,
In October, T accompanied him to the fort, where we met the Indians
and issued to them a large amount of presents. In the council had
with the tribe on that occasion, they gave us every assurance that
their people would give up their preddtory habits, and during the
following winter robberies were less{requentthan they had ever been be-
fore, notw1thstandmo' their grain crop had been almost an entire failure
the preceding season on account of the dronght.

The Indians were, on account of the scarcity of grain, compelled to
resort to the settlements to get a supply, yet but few robberies were
committed by them. In the meantime, however, the command at
Fort Defiance had passed into other hands, and Agent Horley lett for
the States. The new officer in command at Defiance had neither the
patience nor temperament to manage Indians. Frequent disturbances
occurred, in which the Indians generally came out second best.

The result was, that when the spring opened, 1858, robberies be-
came more frequent. This state of things continued until near the
commencement of June, when a very serious difficulty occurred with
the Indians and the troops. Certain valleys had by an arrangement
with the Indians been reserved for meadow grounds for the use of the
post. The whole country in the vicinity of Fort Defiance was entirely
destitute of grass, on account of the drought, except in the low grounds
and valleys.

Owing to this scarcity, the Indian herds were ranging over the
country For grass, and finally got into snme of the meadow lands of
the post. About this a difficulty ensued that resulted in the killing
of some sixty or seventy horses belonging to the Indians, shot down
by the troops in one of the meadows. This act was entirely uncalled
for, and of course had the worst possible effect upon the Indians. The
number of robberies in & very short time were greatly increased ; and
not only this, the servant of the commanding officer was shot and
killed by an Indian in the fort.

A demand was made for the murderer of the servant, and thirty
days given the Indians for his surrender, or war was to be declared
against the tribe. The murderer was not given up, and war was the
resutt. Now, in all this the Indian department had nothing to do.
We were not consulted.  The issue was made, and the war was pre-
cipitated upon us, and no questions asked. The manner of conduct-
ing the war proved equally unfortnnate. In the first place, it was
W cwed acainst that part of the tribe who wanted peace, and who would
have made any reasonable sacrifice to secure it. They collected all
the stolen horses within their reach, some seventy or eighty in num-
ber—horses that had been stolen from the Mexicans—and turned them
over to the troops. Of these horses no account was taken, and
none of them ever reached their owners. A large number of sheep
werecaptured,and some five thousand of them slaughtered on the plain,
because as was alleged they could not be taken care of. This had the
effect not only to e}umpemte the Indians, but the Mexicans also, since
it showed a disposition to disregard their losses. They had met with
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24 a.

A joint resolutian asking for information from his excellency the gov-
ernor relative (o the treaty made with the Navajoe Indians avout the
Jirst of the past year, 1859.

Be it resclved by the Conncil and Ilouse of Representativesof the Terri-
tory of New Mexico, That his excellency the governor be, and he is
hereby, respectfully requested to inform the legislative assembly :

1st. That whether or not the szid Navajoes have complied with the
said treaty of peace made with them about the first of the past year,
185972

2d. That if the said Navajoes have restored or paid the whole or
any part of the property stolen by them during or previous to the cam-
paign made against them in the year, 18587

3d. That if they have not complied with the stipulations of said
treaty, what steps have been taken by the proper departments to com-
pel them to a due compliance therewith ?

4th. That have the said Indians been delivered over recently to the
military department or not, to be punished for their constant hostilities,
or are they considered as at peace by the Indian department?

5th. That it they have been turned over to the military department
of this Territory, what measures have been taken to compel the fulfil-
ment of the stipulations of said treaty of peace, and for the future se-
curity of our settlements?

Which questions your excellency will be pleased to answer at your
earliest convenience.

24 b.

INDIAN SUPERINTENDENCY,
Santa I'é¢, New Mexico, January 21, 1860,

Sir: Your favor of this morning, enclosing the copy of a resolution
passed by the legislative assembly, propounding to your excellency
certain interrogatories as to the condition of the Navajoe tribe of
Indians, is now before me.

As a part of the information asked for, I enclose the copies of two
letters, one addressed by United States Indian agent Kendrick to
Major O. L. Shepherd, commanding Fort Defiance. The other ad-
dresscd from this effice to Col. T. T. Fauntleroy.

From these letters it will be seen that the Navajoes have not com-
plied with the stipulation, of the late treaty made with them, and
that in consequence of their delinquency they have been turned over
to t' e military, to the end tkat the terms of the treaty might be en-
forced by the military, power, as provided in the treaty.

As regards the question as to whether the tribe is at peace or war,
I can only say that it was my understanding when the late treaty was
signed that it was not to secure peace to the tribe unless all the condi-
tions were fully complied with by them.



























