





REMOVAL OF THE PONCA INDIANS. 3

hy and for them of far better quality than the miserahile hats they forimerly oceupied
in Dakota, and the construction of a large number is now in progress: so that, as the
agent reports, every Ponca family will be comfortably honsed before Janunary. A
very liberal allowance of agricultural implements a:ud stock cattle has been given
them, and it they apply themselves to agricultural worlk their is no doubt that their
condition will soon be far more prosperous tlian it has ever heen hetore. Durving the
tirst year after their removal to the Indian Territory, they lost a comparatively large
number of their people by deatl,in consequence of the change of climate, which is
greatly to be deplored; but their sanitary condition is now very mueh improved.
The death-rate among them during the present year has been very low, and the num-
ber of cases of siekness is constantly deereasing. It is thought that they are now
sufficiently acelimated to be out of danger.
* * * * * * »

A committee ot the Senate, atter a very full investigation ot the sub-
ject on the 31st of May, 1880, reported their conclusions to the Senate,
and both the majority and minority of the committee agreed that ¢“a
great wrong had been done to the Ponca Indians.” The majority of the
committee says:

* * * * * * *

Nothing can strengthen the government in a just poliey to the Indians so much as
a demonstration of its willingness to do ample and complete justice whenever it can
be shown that it has intlicted a wrong upon a weak and trusting tribe. It is impossi-
ble for the United States to hope for any confidence to be reposed in them by the
Indian until there shall he shown on their part a readiness to do justice.

The minority report is equally explicit as to the duty of the govern-
ment to repair the wrong done the Poncas. 1t says:
* * * * * * *

We should be more prompt and anxions because they are weak aud we are strong.
In my judgment we should be liberal to the verge of lavishness in the expenditure of
our mouney to improve their condition, so that they and all others may know that,
although like all nations aud all men, we may do wrong, we are willing to make ample
reparatiom.

The report of the commission appointed by me, of which General
Crook was chairman, and the testimony taken by them, and their inves-
tigations add very little to what was already contained in the official
reports of the Secretary of the Interior, and the report of the Senate
committee touching the injustice done to the Poncas by their removal
to the Indian Territory. Happily, however, the evidence reported by
the commission and their recommendations point out conclusively the
true measures of redress, which the Government of the United States
ought now to adopt.

The commission in its conclusions omit to state the important facts as
to the present condition ot the Poneas in the Indian Territory, but the
evidence they have reported shows clearly and conclusively that the
Poncas now residing in that Territory, five hundred and twenty-one
in nunber, are satistied with their new homes; that they are healthy,
comfortable, and contented, and that they have freely and firmly decided
to adhere to the choice announced in their letter of October 25, 1880,
and in the declaration of December 27, to remain in the Indian Terri-
tory, and not to return to Dakota.

The evidence reported also shows that the fragment of the Ponca
tribe, perhaps one hundred and fifty in number, which is still in Dakota
and Nebraska, prefer to remain on their old reservation.

In view of these facts I am convinced that the recommendations of
the commission, together with the declaration of the chiefs of December
last, if substantially followed, will afford a solution of the Ponca ques-
tion whieh is consistent with the wishes and interest of both branches
of the tribe, with the settled Indian policy of the government, and as
nearly as is now practicable with the demands of justice.
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turn to their old homes if they wished to do so? It had done no such thing. Con-
stantly, persistently, directly and indirectly, without qualification and without inde-
cision, the government had told them that they had no option in the matter; that
it was impossible for them to return. The only choice the government had ever
allowed them toimagine they could make was that between continning to cherish a
vain hope of regaining their rights on the one hand, and on the other sabwmitting
to an irresistible and implacable power that had fixed their lot and would
not change it. For three years and a half this wronged tribe appealed to God,
to the government, and to the people, wherever they could get a hcaring, to
be released from their cruel exile, and allowed to repossess the lands which Dbe-
longed to them and were never forfeited, and to which they were strongly attached.
God seemed not to hear them except as he endowed thein with heroic patience. The
American people, too much engrossed in trade and politics to investigate the merits of
an Indian’s appeal, were content to accept the verdict.of department officials on their
own condnet, and trust them to do ““ about right ” in the matter. The few who listened
to and heeded their cry seemed unable to make their interest effective against the in-
difference of the majority and the taunts of men in high places. The question of their
rights had been submitted to the courts; but judgment was slow, nor is it presnmable
that they understood how a relingquishment of their claims to their old reservation
might affect suits already brought, in which the rights under the law of other Indians
as well as their own were involved. They heard that some ot their nnmbers escaping
from the Indian Territory had been arrested and imprisoned, and that all who got
back to the old reservation found the homes they had abandoned destroyed, and were
treated by the government as outcasts, who had forfeited their share of the common
annuities of the tribe and their right to any consideration or help. Onecof their
chiefs had been killed under circumstances which made them fearful of their fate if
they put themselves in position to be charged with insubordination. The chiefs who
came to see the Great Fathers in Washington, to whom they reported fully the
wrongs they had endured, their dissatisfaction and their earnest desiroe to go back, re-
turned without encouragement. Time wore on without relief, and finally, last sum-
mer, they saw one, who on account of his appreciation ot their sufferings and their
hapes and his vigilant service, they considered their best friend, arrested when he care
to visit and confer with them, and forced to leave the Territory under guard of the
agent’s police. Then their resolution gave way; they said to themselves, “ We are a
weak people and the government is strong. Whatever our rights and whatever our
hopes, it i8 useless to attempt to realize them, for it is impossible to dv it. Iu this
land we must live. It is wise to make our situation as comfortable as possible, and
«et what we can for the land on which we are not allowed to live. Let us cease to
contend against the purpose we cannot change; the power which ignores our rights,
despises our wishes, i1s angered by our complaints, and will be appeased only by our
submission.”

There could hardly be a more perverse mockery of right sentiment than to hail such
a consent, given, as 1t were, under duress and extorted by despair, as confirmation of
the lawfulness and indication of the wisdom of the government’s course toward these
Poucas, or as a conclusive demonstration that all those who for two years past have
desired and urged the restoration of the Poncas to their old homes, as being the duty of
a just and humane government, have been all the time ignorantly misrepresenting the
Indians and needlessly vexing the responsible powers.

There are circumstances in which the courts in the administration of justice will
not allow a party to jeopardize his rights and his interests, or even to create a presump-
tion against them, by declarations made under conditions when he might not be fair
to himself. All such declarations are rightly gauged, as to the weight that ought to be
given to them, by consideration of what the party would have been likely to say under
more favorable conditions.

Suppose that before the Poncas in the Indian Territory liad sent the letter of October
last, in which they expressed their desire to remain where they are and to sell the old
reservation, the governiment had restored them to their rights, re-established them in
their native country with houses and furniture and ponies and cattle and tools, with a
school and a mission, all in as good condition and as great abundance as when they
were rentovaed ; suppose that they had all the kuowledge of the Indian Territory that
they had when they wrote the letter, would they have cliosen to go to the Indian Ter-
ritory instead of remaining in Dakota ? Probably there is not a person anywhere who
believes they would. Those who are on the old reservation, poorly sheltered, scantily
clothed, meagerly fed, and hard workiog, as they are, prefer to want the government’s
bounty there than to share it in the Indian Territory. None of them intimated a de-
sire to go to the latter place on any terms, and it is not believed that any of them would
counsent to go unless possibly for the sake of being with their families, who could not
come to them,

In view of these considerations, the reasou why no great significance should attach
to that letter as a solntion of the Ponea question, and an indication of what justice
and humanity rcquire the [Mnited States to do in their case, will be apparent.
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ress in agriculture since their removal, whatever they may have learned about
freighting with teams, wheeling earth, and making brick. Before 1870, according to
the reports of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, they cultivated in more than one
season, and cnltivated well, betweeu 500 and 600 acres of corn and vegetables, and,
except when dronght or grasshoppers destroyed the crops, they were nearly self-sup-
porting. Last year, in the Indian Territory, they culiivated about 50 acres, and are
almost entirely supported by the government. Those who are in Dakota did much
better than these. With a few cattle and implements given them by private charity,
they cultivated about four times as much land as four times their number did in the
Indian Territory, and they have now corn in their cribs.

The council was held on the second day after the arrival howe of the chiefs and
headmen who had been to Washington. The object of the commission was explained
to the Indians, and they were informed that what the chiefs had agreed to was not
necessarily final. The terms of the agreement were interpreted to them, and it ap-
peared to be approved by all. The council was a long one, and was resumed the
following day. To all inquiries about their desire to remain in the Territory, they
made but oue respouse. The final words of White Eagle, the head chief, on the
subject, were, “ We have put our hands to the pen, and when the Indian puts his
hand to the pen, he considers that he has done a precious thing ”’—a plain intimation
that, so far as they were concerned, the question of their staying or going back was
no longer an open one.

Careful questioning discovered that they understood that the agreement they bad
made would give to them in the Indian Territory all the proceeds of the sale ot the
old reservation, and that the Poncas in Dakota would not share the proceeds unless
they came to live in the Indian Territory. In many forms they reiterated their under-
standing that it would not be in accordance with the agreement if Standing Bear’s
party were allowed to keep and occupy a part of the old reservation as satisfaction of
their interest in it, those in the Indian Territory receiving only a proportionate part ot
the price they had agreed to sell it for. Notwithstanding the declaration of some,
that, having become “ used to the land ” where they were, they preferred it to the old
land, it was evident that the amount of money expected was a strong motive in their
preference ; and it is by no means certain, if they do not receive that amount for them-
selves, that they will be long content to stay on the southern land. Because of this
doubt it would seem to be wise to afiord them reasonable time for developing their
final judgment, and to give them freedom to first visit the Dakota land if they shall
desire to do so.

Recognizing that it was a thing to be wished for, if it could be brought about with-
out forcing, that the whole tribe should be reunited in one place or the other, and
believing that it would be advantageous to that end for representatives of those in
the Indian Territory to meet those on the old reservation in council and state to theni in
their own way the considerations that had influenced their change of mind, the com-
mission asked and received from the Secretary of the Interior permission to take with
them to Dakota a delegation of Indians. There was an evident disinclination among
some of the leading chiefs to go, they excusing themselves on one pretext or another.
No doubt some of themn were too tired to go with any comfort. Hairy Bear, Cheyenne,
a Sioux who has a Pouca wife and lives with the Poncas, and Pete Primaux, a half-
breed, who is chief of police, were selected by the Indians.

The speech which Hairy Bear made to Standing Bear’s band when they came to-
gether revealed something of the cause of the unwillingness of the others to go. He
said that in the first council at which the question of consenting to stay in the south
and sell the old reservation was considered, he had told them that they ought not to
proceed without consulting with those living in Dakota; but White Eagle and the
rest would not heed him, and they were now rather afraid to meet Standing Bear. It
is not supposed that he meant they were afraid of violence, but were nnwilling to en-
counter the reproaches they were, perbaps, conscious of deserviug for proceeding in
such a matter, not only withont hearing him, but without notifying him of their in-
tention.

These Indians who accompauied the commission had the fullest opportuuity to take
counsel with their brethren of the tribe. Two of them made speeches in the presence of
the commission, to which Smokemaker replied in terms of superb scorn, and Standing
Bear more contemptuously refused to reply at all. They were allowed to spend the
night in the Indian camp where another long council was had, no white man being
present ; but it was of no avail. The Indians on the old lands, so far as could be as-
certained, were not affected by their arguments or their persuasions. It is very doubt-
ful, if the ugreement signeu. by the other portion of the tribe should be consummated,
whether these Indians could be indnced to go again to the Indian Territory without
the compulsion of military force. The probability is that they would scatter and attach
themselves to other tribes dwelling in that part of the couniry, as many did before the
last removal. An attempt was made to ascertain the number of persous properly be-
longing to the Ponca tribe who were now living with other tribes and might be ex-
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General CROOK (continning). Now, if this expresses the wishes of all who are here,
they are to say so; and, if not, they are to say not.

ANSWER FROM ALL. We all hear and understand it.

(The chiets and others of the Poncas at this point consulted.)

Greneral CROOK. Those who agree to it are to hold up their hands—men, women, and
children.

(A general showing of hands.)

General Crooxk. If there are any who don't agree to it let them hold ap their hands.

(No reply.)

General Croox. Tell themt we understand that a short time ago they were very
much opposed to staying in this country. If this is so, we want to know what
brought about this change of mind.

WniTE EAGLE. Formerly, this was a business that was difficult for me. I will tell
about my chavging my mind. I came to the Quapaw land. When we were at the
Quapaw land we wanted to go back to our own land, all of us; so we went to the
Great Father. I told him, “] want to go home: so do all my young men, and all my
people.” ““Not so,” said the Great Father. ¢ It is very difficnlt for you to go back; it
18 impossible. Seck a land for yourself ”—and he gave me a paper.

General MiLES. Does he mean the President himself?

WHITE EAGLE. T mean them all three (i.e., President, Secretary, and Commissioner.)
When they went to seek the new land I had the chills, so I didn’t go. When the
chiefs came back they told about the land, and so we moved from the Quapaw land.
I sent again in another year to the Congress—to the Great House upon the Hill—last
winter, aud after what I was told when I was there I knew for myself that I had failed
in that when I got there. I knew that I had tailed to get permission to go back to
my own land. There were three great men who questioned me at that time, and when
I went on this time I saw two of them. The third wasn’t there. I said, “My
friends, whatever way it may be, make it straight for me.” They said, *“ Yes; it is not
straight. It is just like when a man takes a wife, and then tries to draw himself
back; it is impossible.” Up to that time he said that last spring I thought I had
failed, and I myself asked him, “ Friend, how is it? Tell me straight. Tell me ex-
actly how it is, and when I get home I'll tell the young men.” But he said, ** No; it
is not straight. Begone.” (He was the principal examiner.) And the man who had
been helping us—Mr. Tibbles—said, “It is impossible to help you. I can’t help you
farther.” Bright Eyes was there, and her brother. And when I came home, thinking
I had failed, I commenced cultivating the ground,and I told them to cultivate the
land—1last spring. I went to see the Cheyennes, and Mr. Tibbles came to the Cimarron,
a little this side of the Cheyenne Agency ; and when I came home I met him. The in-
terpreter said to me, ‘I have come for you in order that you may go back to Dakota.”
““Yes,” 1 said to the interpreter (Pontenelle), “ whatever it is, friend, tell it to me.”
And the interpreter said, * By night, a few lodges at a time—not more thanfive—you
are to go.” My friend,” I said, ** this is very difficult. Whatever things our young
men use when they go traveling, there are none of those here now,and no ponies.
How do you think I can go?” The interpreter said, ¢ There are persons who have
provisions for the journey.” ¢ And if I should go,” said I, ¢ what would be the conse-
quences ”’  1le said, ‘“ Although you should go,and there should be some trouble, it
will not hurt you.” He said also, * In some places they may tie you”; and at that
time I was afraid of being arrested and confined, just like Standing Bear. * That’s
what they'll do for you,” he said; and I was afraid of that danger. Fearing this dan-
ger, I did not want to go back. That is all. Therefore I sent a letter to the Great
Father, saying [ would keep still, and so he called me, and so I went there.

Mr. ALLEN. T would like to ask White Eagle some questions abont what he said. I
nnderstand that when they were at the old land they did not want to come back to
this land at all, Ts that right?

WauIre EaGLE. Formerly that was so.

Mr. ALLEN. And when they were on the Quapaw land they also wanted to go back ?

Wurte Eacre. Yes, we did waunt to go, but becanse we bave failed in this business
we want now to remain here and cnltivate the ground, so as not to be moving about.

Mr. ALLEN. And after they came to this land they still wanted to go back to their
old home?

Winte EaGrLe. The three men told me I could not go back, and the chief questioner-
told me I could not go back—that it was very difficult. * You have come from agreat
distance,” he said, and I said that which I did, after having failed ; so [ remained here.

Mr. ALLEN When Mr. Tibbles came here, if theyv conld have gone back to Dakota
withont danger would they have been glad to go ?

Wit EAGLE. No: when 1 came back from Washington in the spring, and I
thought that the thing was finished.1 went to farming, and made stables, and culti-
vated a tield of abont ten acres. .

Mr. ALreEN. Ask him if he thinks this land is a better laud than his old land?
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to eat hog meat—have no prejudice against it. They raise potatoes, beans, pease, mel-
ons, pumpkins, and radishes—are very fond of them. There are 79 houses, built be-
fore my arrival—-built by contract. The Indians got $12 for each house, for furnishing
the logs, &c., and then the interior and roofing was finished by contract. I came here
after the Indians had been to Washington, last spring. I then thought the Indians
were going to stay, yet there were some ditferences of opinion. I think they had bad
feeling against their old agent. They received me very kindly. I pulled my coat off
and got hold of a plow and asked them if they didn’t want to do the same, and put
the seeds in the ground. I received no special instructions about these Indians, knew
nothing about their difficulties. I was not an applicant for this particular agency, but
I was for an agency in this part of the country. I had no knowledge of these Indians
and received no pacticularinstructionsabontthem. I didread Mr. Tibbles’s letterin the
papers, but knew nothing abont these Poncas. Have seen very little discontent
among them ; there was a little last June, after Mr. Tibbles came, but only little. Five
families left after I came here, and as I wanted to protect myself and had given bonds
for government property, I wanted to know if they should be permitted to take it
away, so I wrote to the department. I considered that anything I had issued to them
and for which they had receipted to me was in their possession, and I need give my-
self no concern about that, but property not issned, I was anxious about. The de-
partment answered that I should use my influence with them to keep them from tak-
ing any government property away, and I communicated this answer to them. (Let-
ter te Commissioner and reply hereto appended, marked C and D.) Ididn’toffer tosend
any policemen after those who lett, and I informed all the Poncas that they must judge
for themselves, and that I would not meddle with any who wanted to go. Ihaveatno
time told them that they could not take away their own property; I would not con-
sider I had a right to do so. If the Dakota Poncas had come here, I should have used
my best intfluenees to provide houses for them.

Questioned by Mr. STICKNEY :

Several gentlemen have been here during the past year to hold religious services,
but knowing that the Episcopalians have had charge of them, I did not wish to do
anything. We have had Sunday school until after an accident occurred to the teach-
ers. I think some of the Indians are professing Christians—some of them are Roman
Catholics, and some Episcopalians, but I know nothing positive about this.

Questioned by Mr. ALLEN:

I should not have prevented the Poncas from taking away their own property, had
they wanted to go. I should not without orders to do so. I considered that they had
aright to take their wagons if they so desired. I don’t know what orders my prede-
cessors may have had.

Mr. ALLEN. If the Indians were at liberty to go to Dakota, why were they going on
to Washington to ask for this permission?

Agent WHITING. I don’t know anything about that; that was before my appoint-
ment. I don’t know of any change of policy towards these Indians.

Questioned by General MILES:

I don’t know of any Indians being arrested for trying to get back to Dakota. Big
Snake was arrested at Cheyenne Agency. Mr. Tibbles was arrested for violation of -
the President’s proclamation of last winter to keep people out of this section of coun-
try without proper authority. The purport of the proclamation I can’t give. I can
get you a copy of it. I arrested Mr. Tibbles upon orders from the department to arrest
him and send him out. I telegraphed to department because Mr. Tibbles was here
against law and against the regulations of the department relating to Indian Terri-
tory. They relate both to people settling in Indian Territory and to people visiting
here. I understand that no person can come to visit in this Territory without making
his businegs known to the agent, and that the agent has a right to object to his visit
if he pleases.

General MiLes. If one of the Indians should write to a lawyer in Kansas City or
Topeka, stating he wished to consult with him about business relating to his rights
and property, do you hold that this lawyer counld see this Indian and consult with him
without first getting a permit from you?

Agent WHITING. I don’t understand that he has a right to come here without a per-
mit from some authority. I think that the law is explicit upon this point. He would
have no right to communicate with any Indian without permission. There is no
restriction upon the rights of the Indians to write to whom they please. I let the In-
dians go up to Arkansas City when they please. The police only must obtain permis-
sion and all Indians when they go to visit other tribes.

(The Commission here adjourned from the agent’s residence to the school-house.)

General CROOK (to Rev. Mr. Dorsey) Ask the Indians if they have agreed upon the
persons who are to go with us to Dakota.

STANDING BUFFALO. We have come to a decision and wish to send Hairy Bear and
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WiITE EAGLE. We were dwelling in this land and doing nothing, and were foolish
as it were; 80 we assembled together and sent a letter to the Great Father, asking him
to send for us. We did this of our own accord ; nobody caused it.

General MILES. At that time did they regard the treaty giving them their land in
Dakota as null and void ?

WHITE EAGLE. The whites caused our title to that land to be destroyed, and because
I wanted to get more money I desired to sell.

General MiLEs. I want to know if he thinks he can get any stronger title to this
land than he had to that land in Dakota ?

Wirre Eacre. Because I did not have a good title to that land I was brought here,
and becanse I did not wish to have a similar title to this land—one easily broken—I
sent to the Great Father. I wanted for all these people @ good title to this land, and
so when I went to the Great IFather I asked for it.

(teneral MILEs. Did the men who sigued this paper and who held up their hands
yesterday imagine they were getting a better title to this Jand than they had to the
Dakota laud ?

ALL THE INDIANS ANSWER. Yes.

(teneral MiLks. These (uestions I consider as very important, and in their replies
they can be as deliberate as they please, because we must base our judgment upon
what we learn here, so that we cau inform the Great Father. That’s what he sent us
out here for. Now, T want to know if they regard it as a certainty that, in case they
eonsent to remain here, they'll receive as much land as they had before and §90,000
besides ?

STANDING BUrrarLo. Yes: we regard it as very certain.

General MiLes (npon suggestion of Mr. STICKNEY). Don’t they remember that the
Secretary told them that when this affair came before him he would recommend it to
the favorable action of Congress, but he himself had nothing to do with making the
appropriation ?

ANSWER FROM ALL. We so understood it.

General MILEs. In case Congress fails to appropriate $90,000, but allows them to
remain here without the $90,000, what effect will that have upon the tribe ?

STANDING BurrarLo,-Even if they did not wish to give us that money, we should
wish to remain here and work for ourselves.

Mr. StickNEY. Does he speak for all ?

ANSWER FROM ALL. We speak with one heart.

General MILEs, 1f no woney is appropriated, but the privilege granted of remaining
here or going back to tlieir old homes, how many would remain here and how many
o back to Dakota, supposing it to be left optional with them and they to be perfectly
free to do as they pluase ?

STANDING BurraLo. We think that if we went back to \Ilohram we’d receive no
tools and no rations, and so we’d prefer to remain here.

General MILES. But supposing they received the same treatment in every way—
houses, tools, rations, everything—at Niobrara as here, what then wounld they do? I
waut to get at the bottom of their hearts in this thing.

STANDING BUrraLo. Even if the Great Father should give us all those things up
there, we’d fear waudering around, and would prefer to stay here.

General MiLEs. Ask White Eagle.

Winte Eacre. I think the same.

General MirEs. Ask bim if he is sure that all his people think the same about this
as he does, .

Wirte EaGLz., Even if the Great Father should be willing, it is a very abominable
thing for us to be going about doing nothing, and so we want to stay here.

General MiLEs. Is he sure that all his camp think the same way ?

Winrte Escre. We have talked with a good many of them, and they all talk the
same way.

Mr. STICKNEY. Does he kunow anybody of a different opinion ?

Wirre EacrLe. All are of one opinion

General MILEs. If there is any man in this room who would go back to Dakota if
assured the Great Father wonld grant the same privileges as now given here and they
should not be disturbed, let him speak out—if he would want to spend the remainder
of his days there, with a firm title to his land anud the conditions the same.

PETER PRIMAND (chief of police). If the (ireat Father was to say to me, ¢ Go! you
can go back to that place,” even if he was to give me $20,000, I wouldn’t go.

STANDING YELLOW. What these chiefs say they say for us, and we agree to.

Bear’s EAr. We young men sent the chiefs to Washington and they have come back
with good news. I have put a big stone down here aud will sit upon it. I prefer to
stay here. (Meaning, Mr. Dorsey explained, that he thought his title to land was now
permanent.)

General MiLes. What do they understand they will receive if they remain here ?

Witk aGrLE. If I stay on this land I think that I will receive something.
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General MiLEs. Do they think that Standing Bear's rights will be respected in that
Dakota land, and that the Great ¥ather takes the same interest in those Poncas as he
does in these here?

WuIte EAGLE. 1 think the Great Father will treat us somewhat alike.

General MILEs. Does he think the Great Ifather would give them any of that money
if they remained there ?

WHITE EAGLE. In consequence of my selling the land I think that he would come
down here, and then the Great Father would do these good things for all of us together.

General MILES. Does he think tbat he has a right to sell all of that Dakota land, or
only a portion of it, and Stahding Bear sell the rest or live on it as he chooses?

WHITE EAGLE. I think the Great Father will do in this matter as he thinks best;
let Standing Bear’s people remain there or come down here; he can give them a piece
of land up there.

General MiLEs. Well, then, if the Great Father let those remain there, and let them
keep some of that land, and gives them some of that money will these Indians here be
satistied ?

STANDING BUFFaLO. About the land, if Standing Bear did not choose to come down
here he could keep some of the land aud stay there; but as to the money, since we
have sold the land, why should we give him part ot it?

. G(iageral Mires. Do you understand that the treaty includes the selling of all the
and ?

STANDING BUFrALo. We thonght when we went to Washington we had finisked this
business.

General MILES. Do they know that the business is still unfinished ?

STANDING BUFFaLO. We know that, but it is finished so far as we are concerned.

General MI1LEs. In case the Great Father shall decide to give those up there a paper
as strong as this, restoring that land to them, and shall decide to send the $90,000 to
those up there, I want to know how many of these here would wish to go back there,
or whether they would wish to remain here without the §90,000 ?

STANDING BUrraro. Even if he didn’t give us the money, we’d all be willing to stay
here; but why should he not give us the nioney ?

General MiLES. I am not answering questions, I am asking questions just to find out
their minds and exactly how they feel. These important serious questions are to find
out just how they feel, so that we can recominend to the Great Father what is best for
their own good. So, if they have anything to say on this subject, hold nothing back.
It is a serious matter for them, and now is a good time to say all they have to say.
Or, if there is any in the tribe of a different opinion or different desires, we want to
know it, and they should tell us, and not Lold anything back.

STANDING BUrrano. We understand every word,

General MILEs. Is Michel here?

STANDING BUFraLo. His eyes are bad; he's not here.

General MILEs. Is he a chief?

STANDING BU¥raLo. Yes.

General MiLes. Of how many lodges ? )

STANDING BUFraLo. He and White Swan are together over one band. His eyes are
bad and he couldn’t come here, but he sent his young men here.

General MiLes Why didu’t Michel sign the paper sent to Washington ?

STANDING BUrraLo. He went traveling among the whites, and said to us, ¢ What-
ever you do, that is good.”

General MILES. Is Buffalo snre that Michel thinks as he does abont this business?

STANDING BUrraro. I myself have heard Michel say that dwelling in this land was
very good, and, furthermore, Michel wished to send word to one ot his younger brothers
(David), in Dakota, to come down here as his brother feared poverty. David lived on
the Santee Reservation. Mr. Riggs knows where.

Mr. Rigas. On the Santee Reserve ?

WHITE EAGLE (rising and shaking hands). My friend, I will speak about something.
The Great Spirit has given you some mysterious things—some things we cannot com-
prehend—and e has left us. He has conferred benefits upon the whites He has not
given to us. The Great Spirit has taught us that when we put our hands to the pen
that is something to stand, aud we must tell the trath in this matter. I have put my
hand to the pen,and I wish the matter to stand; and when we put our hands to the
pen we regard the matter as something precious—sowmething sacred—and 1 prize it.
I was thinking it will be for my good, and so I sold the land, aud put my hand to the
pen in presence of the Great Father in Washington. And these words I've said. I
thought these things would be good if I dwelt in the land, ard so I consulted with the
Great Father about the matter and paid atteution to what he said. When I reached
Washington 1 went to see the Superior Great Father, the President himself, and he
said to me: * You think for yourselves—come to a decision in this matter. What-
ever you think is for your good, that do for yourselves”; and he said: “I will
send four (4) of your friends to you (this Commission), and whatever things you think


















































































































