





REPORT.

FoRrr SMITH, ARK., November 18, 1895.

Sir: The Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes hereby report what progress has
thus far been made in the work intrusted to them since their last report.

Since that report the Commission has undergone some changes in its composition.
Mr. Frank C. Armstrong has been appointed in the place of Meredith H. Kidd, trans-
ferred to other service, and under the provisions of the act making appropriations
for the Indian service for the year ending June 30, 1896, Mr. Thomas B. Cabaniss and
Mr. Alexander B. Montgomery have been acdded to the Commission and Mr. Allen R.
Boyd made its secretary.

Immediately upon this reorganization, and after conference with the Honorable
Secretary of the Interior in Washington, the Commission repaired without delay to
the Territory for the purpose of continning the negotiations heretofore intrusted to
them, in conformity with the instructions under which they were acting.

In anticipation of their arvival in the Territory they caused letters to be addressed
to the chiefs of the Cherokee and Creek nations,informing them of the intention of
the Commission to renew the negotiations heretofore pending, and that upon the date
named they would be at Muscogee, in the Creek Nation, and would be pleased to be
notified upon arrival there at what time and place it would be agreeable for them:
to meet the Commission, either in person or by others duly authorized by them or
their governments to act, and renew negotiations which might lead to an agreement
in regard to the objects of our mission.

To these letters the Commission received the following replies from the chief of
the Cherokee Nation and the chief of the Creek Nation, respectively :

TAHLEQUAH, I. T., May 6th, 1895.
Hon. HENRY L. Dawgs,
Muscogee, Ind. Ter.

DEAR Sik: I have the honor to acknowledge your favor of the 25th ultimo, in which
you mention the request of the President to meet your Commission at an as early day
as convenient. In reply thereto, I shall name the day on which 1 shall meet you,
which is Saturday, the 11th instant; the place of meeting, Muscogee.

I have the honor to be, very respecttully, yours,
(Signed) C. J. HARRI1S, Principal Chief.

TuwLsa, IND. TER., May 11th, 1895.
Hon. HENrY L. DAWES,
The Chairman Ind. Commission of the U. 8.

Sir: Yours has been rec'd, but has not been able to say definitely the time you
ean meet the Crecks. I will say now that a call session of the national counecil will
meet at Okinnlgee on the 14th of this month, and will continue in session for at least
the following week, and should you wish to see the Creeks at that time will be
pleased to meet you or any of the Commission.

Yours, truly, . . .
(Signed) L. C. PERRYMAN, Prin. Chief, M. N,

On arrival at Muscogee, where they held for the time being their headquarters, they
addressed to the chief of each of the Five Civilized Tribes the following letter,
%
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Not receiving any replies to these letters the Commission addressed to each of
the chiefs of these nations a letter bearing date May 18th, 1895, of which the follow-
ing is a copy: :

MUSCOGEE, INDIAN TERRITORY, May 18, 1895.
To the PRINCIPAL CHIEY OF THE NATION.

SIR: As representing the Commission to the Five Tribes, I took the liberty a few .
days since to direct to you a copy of a letter from the President of the United States
and the Honorable Secretary of the Interior upon the subject of the mission of the
Comuission to this Territory.

The Commission has also been directed by the President to communicate to you
and the chiefs of the other four nations the fact that they have returned to the Ter-
ritory for the purpose of renewing their negotiations with the authorities of the
several nations in reference to the subject-matter committed to them.

They desire to open negotintions with you in accordunce with the spirit of the let-
ter of the President heretofore sent to you, and therefore they would be gratified to
know at what time and where it will be most agreeable to you to meet aud confer
with them upon that subject, either yourself, personally, or others appointed by yow
for that purpose.

It is not necessary to enlarge at this time upon the purposes and object which the
Commission has in charge. Those have all been heretofore presented to you. It is
sufficient at this time to assure you that the Conunission have not come here to inter-
fere at all with the administration of public affairs in these nations, or to undertake
to deprive any of your people of their just rights. On the other hand, it is their
purpose and desire, and the only authority they have, to confer with you upon lines
that will result in promoting the highest good of your people and securing to each
and all of them their just vights under the treaty obligations which exist between
the United States and your nation.

If you and your authorities are willing to confer with the Commission upon these
questions and along these lines please indicate to us here in Muscogee, at an early
date, when and where and in what manner it wonld be most agreeable to yon to hold
such conference.

I have the honor, with much consideration, to be,

Very truly, yours,

(Signed) HEXRY L. DawEs, Chairman.

In answer to this the chief of the Choctaw Nation wrote as follows:

EAGLE TowN, INp. TER., May 27, 1895.
Hon. HENRY L. DAWES, .
Chairman of Commission to the I'ive Tribes, Muscogee, I. T.

DEAR SiR: Yours of 18th inst. rec’d, and in replying I have only this authority to
say: As we hold our land in ecommon and in accordance with our treaties and con-
stitution, it is necessary and just to all of the Choctaws to get their consent before
we could open negotiations witl this Commission.

At the convening of the board of education at Tushka Homma, the 8th day of
July, 1895, I, with a great many others, will be there; shonld it meet with the con-
venience of the Commission to meet us there at that tuime they wounld get their views
on the subject of the Cominission. )

Hoping this will suttice for the time,

I am, very truly, yours, ,
(Signed) JEFF. GARDNEK, P. C. C. N.

This letter was answered by the Commission as follows:

MUSCOGEE, INDIAN TERRITORY, June 5, 1895.
Hon. JEFF. GARDNER,
Principal Chief, Choctaw Nation, Eagletown, Indian Territory.

DEeAR Sik: I am in receipt of yours of the 27th ult., and am directed by the Com-
mission to express to you their thanks for a courteous and early reply to their com-
munication of the 18th ult.

They are led, however, to think from yonr letter that perhaps they have failed to
make clear to you the purposes of their request. The Commission understands that
neither you as chief nor any other of your citizens, except expressly authorized by
your national council, would have any authority which would be binding to negotia-
ate with this Commission upon any of the subjects with which they are charged.
The law which create:l this Commission expressly provided that before any agree-
ment or any proposed agreement can have any binding force, it shall be first approved
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To this letter of the governor of ‘the Chickasaw Nation the following reply was

made:
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
CoMMISSION TO THE Fi1ve CIvILIZED TRIBES,
South McAlester. Ind. Ter., Sept. 28th, 1895.
Hon. P. S. MoskLy,
Governor Chickasaw Nation, Tishomingo, Ind. Ter.

DEAR Sir: We beg leave to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 27th
inst., enclosing resolution of your legislature, passed and approved September 24th,
1895, authorizing you to notify this Cominission that they were ready to give what-
ever proposition we might make due consideration; and in accordance with which
you ask us to name a day when we can meet with yon and them.

This action of your legislature has been duly considered, and whilst we believe
that the most feasible it not the only practicable way to accomplish results is to
negotiate with a commission appointed by your legislature, clothed with authority
to act, subject to approval by your people, as set forth in our letters of the 8th of
May and the 5th of June last, addressed to you, yet with pleasure we accede to your
request and name Saturday, October 5th, 1895, as a time when we can meet you and
your legislature for the purpose specified.

We have the honor to be, yours, very respectfully,
(Signed) I'rRaNK C. ARMSTRONG.
A. 8. MCKENNON.
T. B. CaBANISS.
A, B. MONTGOMERY.

Governor Mosely responded, fixing Tuesday, October 8th, as the day for the meeting.
According to this arrangement, four members of the Commission visited the capital
of the Chickasaw Nation and addressed its legislature, setting forth fully the pur-
poses of the Commission and asking and urging the appointment of a comiuission of
such number and in such manner as they might deem best, clothed with anthority
to act in conjunction with a similar commission to be appointed by the Choctaw
council, then in session, to which commissions in joint session this Commission
might make propositions and with whom we might negotiate an agreement.

On November 6th the Commission received from Governor Mosely the following

letter:
T1sSHOMINGO, IND. TER., Nov. Isl, 1895.
Hon. HENRY L. DAWES,
Chairman Dawes Com., Ft. Smith, Ark.

DEAR SIR: Our legisiature has now elected five commissioners to conter with the
like commissioners from the Choctaws and also with your Commission. I suppose
when the commission gets organized you will receive further notification.

Very respecttully,
(Signed) P. 8. MosELy, Gor. . N.

Since the receipt of this letter no further advices, either from Governor Mosely

or from any commission of the Chickasaw Nation, have been received.
On the 28th of October the following invitation was reccived:

To the Hon. MEMBERS OF THE DAWES COMMISSION.

GENTLEMEN: You are hereby invited to come to the Choctaw capitol on the 29th
day of October, 18.5, at 10 o’clock a. m., to meet the committee organized to confer
with yonr honorable body.

Yours, respectfully,
OLOSACHUBBEE, Chairman.

TusHgAlOMMA, IND. TER., Oct. 28th, 189..

Accepting the same, three of our number visited the Choctaw capitol at the time
appointed, met and conferred with said commission, submitting to them orally the
propositions afterwards reduced to writing and transmitted to them, which are as
follows:

ForT SMITH, ARKANSAS, October 30, 1895.
To the Honorable Olosachubbee, Chairman, and Members of Committee appointed by the
Nutional Council, Choctaw Nation, Tushkahomma, Indian Territory:

The undersigned commissioners, appointed for that purpose by the United States,

propose to negotiate with the Choctaw Nation for the purpose of exchanging, by said
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To this letter no reply has been received by the Commission. Propositions similar
to those forwarded to the Choctaw Nation were at the same time forwarded to the
chief of the Cherokees, with the request that he would lay the same before the
council about to assemble, to which he replied as follows:

TAHLEQUAH, IND. TER., November 18t, 1895,
Hon. HENRY L. DAWES,
Chairman Committee, Fort Smith, Arks.

Dreaxr Sir: 1 have the honor to acknowledge your favor of the 30th nltimo, renew-
ing the propositious of your Government to this nation. My term of office will expire
in a few weeks more, and upon my successor will devolve the duties of principal
chief. Among the many will be the submission of your propositions to the national
council as requested by you, and to which I will call his particular attention.

I am, very respectfully,
(Signed) C. J. HARRIS, Principal Chief.

The Conmmission has had no notice of any further action in the matter.

In connection with the official intercourse here brietly outlined the Commission
availed themselves of every opportunity of conference with private citizens of the
several nations, men of character and influence among their people. By visits to
the various localities they familiarized themselves with the conditions of life and the
opinions and prejudices which prevail in the different sections, and adapted the
methods of their attempt at negotiation to these conditions. But thus far they have
met with no favorable response among those holding power and controlling the polit-
ical machinery in the governments now existing in the Territory. It is otherwise
with those, believed to be a large majority, who, in the machinery by which affairs
are administered, are without voice or participation in the policy or laws by which
they ave governed. The canses, which thus far have proved insurmonntable in all
the efforts at a peaceable solution of the problem hy negotiation, can only be under-
stood by a thorough kuowledge of the conditions into which these people have been
permitted to fall by the indifference and noninterference of the National Government.

The Commission has heretofore reported how completely the tribal governments
have fallen under the control of the mixed bloods and adopted citizens, and have
been used by them to secure to the exclusive use and private gain of a few of their
own nnmber much of the tribal property in the land, and from other sonrces every-
thing valnable and capable of producing profit. More than a third of the whole
territory of one of the nations is exclusively appropriated and fenced in by barbed
wire to the sole nse of a few citizens for pasturage. In other of these nations, under
similar legislation, vast and rich deposits of coal of incalculable value have been
appropriated by a few to the exclusion of the rest of the tribe,and to the great profit
of those who operate them and appropriate their products to their individual use.
Similar legislation has enabled private individuals to appropriate the timber of vast
pine forests and denude the public domain of this essential element of future devel-
opment and growth. In short, almost everything of tribal property in which every
citizen Indian has of right an equal share has, if of any value, been appropriated
to the nse and gain of the few, while the real full blood has been left destitnte and
crowded out upon the monntains and unproductive land, to take care of himself as
best he can.

This condition ot affairs has net improved since the last report of the Commission.
On the contrary, the indications are very manifest that the disenssion of the question
of a possible change has had the effect of stimnlating an nnusual activity in efforts
to realize as early as possible all available gains arising froin this exclusive appro-
priation of the use of common property. 7The grasp ot those holding power upon
the tribal resourccs has become firmer, and the uses to which the powers of the
government have been put for the benefit of ihe few have become more palpable
and flagrant. Those thus prostitnting the forms of their laws to private gain have
become so open and bold in their operations as in many cases to freely avow that
the terms upon which they may be corrupted are made more easy in view of the
possibility that the opportunity for such gain may be short.
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TOWN SITES.

The attention of the Commission was early called to the anomalous conditions
under which a large number of towns of considerable size and growing importance
have sprung up in different parts of the Territory destined to exert an importanﬁ
influence upon its future. These towns are the natural and necessary outcome of
the great change which is forcing all the active agencies of these nations into new
channels. The railroad has been fatal to the old order of things, and has forced
upon these people uch that'is found new among them, and so firmly fastened upon
them that removal is impossible and resistance to further advances equally futile.
The trunk lines of great railroad systems now traverse the Territory its entire
length, north and south and east and west, and lateral feeders connect almost
every portion of it with railroad facilities hardly less convenient than those exist-
ing in the neighboring States.

But the first railroad that crossed its border brought with it these towns just as
much as it brought commerce and commercial relations, the avowed object for which
it sought entrance. The two are inseparable. Traftic and business centers live
each by and upen the other, and they multiply and prosper side by side. These
towns are at this moment growing rapidly in number, size, and importance as marts
of trade and places of attractive residence in all parts of the Territory. They have
come to stay, and their removal is as impossible as the restoration of the tepee and
the war dance in the valley of the Mohawk in the place of the cities and towns now
flourishing there. Nor does the Indian citizen desire their removal. The Commis-
sion have failed to find an inrelligent citizen Indian who desires the removal of the
white residents of the Territory, except that small portion in the Cherokee Nation
called intruders, who claim to be Indians, but whose claim is disputed by the
nation.

But the existence of these towns in the Territory has come to be as much of a
necessity to the citizen Indian as to the white resident, as has the business traffie
which railroad enterprise has stimulated wherever it has been permitted to lay its
track.

No greater change in any of the conditions existing in these nations is manifest
than in the life of the citizen Indian himself. He no longer depends upon his own
labor for his livelihood. The white man, invited to the Territory nunder laws enacted
for that purpose, or the negro, once the slave of the Indian and his children, now
labor for liim, and he has become a landlord, a trader, or an owner of herds kept for
him by others. This is the rnle, well-nigh universal, with only here and there an
exception to make the rule more marked and significant. Places for trade and mar-
kets for their products as well as supplies are therefore an absolute necessity to this
new mode of life. Take them away and the Indian landlord, trader, or keeper of
herds would be at once deprived of all opportunity for profit or even means of
support.

These towns have been built and peopled by white residents, whose capital has
been invested in large amounts in structures necessary for the great and increasing
trade which is being carried on at these centers. Costly and attractive residences
have been erected in many of theni, and in character they compare favorably with
like towns in any of the new States. They vary in population at the present time
from 800 to 5,000 inhabitants, and, with few exceptions, are doing a surprisingly
large and prosperous business. And yet those who have bnilt these towns, invested
their capital in these expensive structures and have made these beautiful homes,
have no title to the land on which they vest. This remains in the nation, where it
was placed by the original treaty seventy years ago, subject to a reversion to the
United States when the tribe ceases to exist. The devices resorted to in the differ-
ent nations to give the builders of these towns a semblance of a claim to the land
upon which they have erected them are valuable only as showing the subterfuges
which the radical departure from the original plan and basis on which these govern-
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ments were established has forced them to adopt. These devices have no validity
in law. The title still remains in the nation, subject to the above reversion, and
must from its very nature be held by the nation for the use of all its citizens, share
and share alike, and can not be appropriated to the exclusive use of any one citizen
or resident.

Generally these towns rest ou the following unsubstantial arrangement with the
national authorities. A citizen Indian is first authorized by the laws of the nation
to inclose for his own exclusive use any unoccupied territory. He, having first
inclosed a prospective town site, leases town lots at a ground rental, or quitclaims
his title for a gross sum to the incoming builder, sometimes covenanting that if he
ever gets a better title it shall inure to his grantee. Millions of dollars have been
expended in the laying out of streets and building of necessary structures in these
towns by those who have no other title than this, hardly more as against the holder
of the fee than a tenantey at sufferance. ‘The Cherokees have in two or three
instances gone a little further than this, have conveyed what title they could in town
lots to citizen Indians, but without power to sell to any white resident, and vested
in such Indians the control of any town government that might be created.

With these exceptions these towns in the Territory are without town government
or town officers, town police, or police courts of any kind, and are unable to adopt
or enforce any munieipal ordinance or regulation. They can not impose a tax for any
municipal purpose, such as laying out and improvement of streets and sidewalks,
bringing in gas or water, the construction of sewers and the maintenance of a fire
department. They can not even appoint a constable to keep the peace. They are
merely a voluntaly association of white residents with not only no power to gov eru
their own organizations, but witliout a vote or voice in the election of the rulers, or
the making of the laws under which they live.

The Commission have been agreeably surprised at the good order and quiet prc—
vailing in the towns here spoken of, where there exists no authority for its enforce-
ment, or for punishment of its infraction. But they have not been able to lose sight
of the conditions, nnsafe at all times and sometiimes dangerous, which have no other
reliance than the good disposition of the body of the people composing the popnla-
tion of cities and towns like these. It is an exposure of life and property to dangers
which cannot be justified and should not be continued an honur beyond necessity.

Besides, a town that is not owned by those who build it and make it their home
can not prosper, and it needs no argument to show that ownership is essential to
development, and that there can be no healthy and pernianent growth so long
as there remains an uncertainty hanging over the title to whatever may be
added. Theresidents whose capital and business connections have made these towns
what they are have become very uneasy and much disturbed over these defects of
title and impediments in the way of future growth. The Commission have been
pressed on every side by those interested in the permanent prosperity of these towns
and the safety and well-being of the people residing in them to devise some remedy.
They thought that a solution of this town-site question would be one step and along
one toward the solution of the greater question of conforming the holdings and
governments of the Territory to the system of government under which all com-
munities within our borders must live. And accordingly they prepared a bill
designed to secure to those who build these towns the ownership of the lots, within
a suitable avea, upon paying to the nation their value, and also the aunthority to
maintain a suitable town or city government in the same. This bill, if ratified by
the legislative authority of the nation and by Congress, would have secured these
most desirable ends. But the provision in it which enabled the citizens of the United
States who were not citizen Indians to obtain title to the lots on which they had
built the town proved fatal to its approval by the nation. There was no objection
to any other provision of the bill, but it was insisted that under no conditions would
a United States citizen be permitted to gain title to any portion of the national soil,
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A tribunal was established many years ago for determining the right of admission
to this roll, and it was made up at that time by judicial decision in each case. Since
that time and since the administration of public affairs has fallen into present hands,
this roll has become a political football, and names have been stricken from it and
added to it and restored to it, without notice or rehearing or power of review, to
answer political or personal ends and with entire disregard of rights atfected thereby.
Many who have long enjoyed all the acknowledged rights of citizenship have, with-
out warning, found themselves thus decitizenized and deprived both of political and
property rights pertaining to such citizenship. This practice of striking names from
the rolls has been used in criminal cases to oust courts of jurisdiction depending on
that fact, and the same naines have been afterwards restored to the roll when that
fact would oust another court of jurisdiction of the same offense. Glaring instances
of the entire miscarriage of prosecutions from this cause have come to the knowl-
edge of the Commission and cases of the greatest hardship affecting private rights
are of frequent oceurrence. This practice is permsted in, in detfiance of an expressed
opinion of the Attorney-General of the United States forwarded to this nation on a
ease presented that it was not in their power to thus decitizenize one who has been
made a citizen by this tribunal clothed by law, ,with the authority. There is no
remedy but an interference of the United States.

The ‘““intruders’ roll” is being manipulated in the same way. This ‘“intruders’
roll” is the list of persous whose claim to citizenship is denied by the nation, and
who by the agreement in the purchase of the ¢ Cherokes Strip” the United States
are to remove from the Territory by the 1st of January next.. This roll is now being
prepared for that purpose by the Cherokee authorities, in a manner most surprising
and shocking to every sense of justice, and in disfregard of the plainest principles of
law. The chief assumes to have authority to ‘“ designate” the names to be put upon
the intruders’ roll, and names are, by his order without hes wring or notice, trans-
ferred from the citizens’ roll to that of intruders, so that, on January 1, 1896, the
United States will be called upon to remove from the Territory, by force if need be,
thousands of residents substantially selected for that purpose by the chief of the
nation. It has been made clear to the Cominission that the grossest injustice and
frand characterize this roll. Persons whose names have been upon the citizens’ roll
by the judicial deeree of the tribunal established by law for that purpose for many
years, some of them for twenty or more, persons who have enjoyed all the rights of
citizens, unquestioned by anyone until distribution per capita of the strip money,
have been by the mere ‘“designation” of the.chief stricken from the citizens’ roll
and put upon that of intruders, with notice to quit before January next. Children
of such pareuts, born in the nation, now of age; with families and homes of their
own, are rceeiving this notice to leave forever all they have earned and the homes
they have built for themselves, and this at the will of the chief alone. If the United
States Government removes such persons it will become a participant in this fraud
and injustice, for which ignorance alone can form:any excuse. The Conunission
feel it a duty to call attention to these facts, and invoke the direct intervention of
the Governinent to prevent the conswmmation of this great wrong.

These remarks apply specially to the Cherokee Nation, with which the United
States has recently entered into obligations in respect to ‘‘intruders.” But much of
what is here said is applicable also to the condition of atfaivs in the other nations.
In these nations many persons coming to the Territory by invitation of the govern-
ments themselves, or under the provisions of the laws enacted by them, and acquir-
ing citizenship, with homes and property, in conformity to such laws, have been in
many instances stricken from the rolls of citizenship Ly those in power, for politi-

cal and personal purposes, and laws enacted and Othér means resorted to to deprive
them of the homes and property acquired. '

The Commission is of the opinion that if cltlzenshlp is left, without coutrol or
supervision, to the absolute determmatlon of the trxlnl authorltles, with power to
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decitizenize at will, the greatest injustice will be perpetrated, and many good and
law-abiding citizens reduced to beggary.

MISRULE IN THE TERRITORY.

A greater familiarity with the condition of affairs in the Territory than the Com-
mission had at the time of making their last report does not enable it to abate any-
thing of its representation of thie deplorable state of affairs as therein stated. They
are not ouly compelled to reaffirm all that they reported of the utter perversion of
justice by thoso who have gotten possession of the machinery and funds of ite
administration in this Territory, inflicting in its name and that of the lawmaking
power irreparable wrongs and outrages upon a helpless people for their own gain,
but they are compelled to report that statistics and incontrovertible evidence
shows a mnch more deplorable and intolerable state of affairs than was there repre-
sented. They refer to that report for a more extended detnil of the character of the
miisrule which exists among these people, and make that more particular description
than is here necessary a part ot this report. If the end of government and the
administration of justice is the protection of the lite and liberty and property of
the citizen, then the governments and courts of these nations are a failure, for they
afford that protection to neither. They are powerless to these ends, and the victims
of this misrule are helpless sufferers at the mercy ot the malign inflaences which
dominate every department and branch of the governments s administered liere.
It matters little, except as to the character of the remedy, whether this failure and
misrnle arises from impotence or willful and corrupt purpose, the evil consequences
are incalculable and its continuance nnjustitiable. It is no less trne now than
when the Commission reported last year that ‘all of the functions of the so-called
governments of these five tribes have become utterly unable to protect the life or
property rights of the citizen. Their courts of justice have become powerless and
paralyzed. Violence, robbery, and murder have become alinost of daily occurrence,
and no effective measures of restraint or punizhiment are put forth by these govern-
ments and courts to suppress crime. Ruilroad trains continue to be stupped and
their passengers robled in the very presence of those in anthority. A reign of ter-
ror exists, and barbarous outrages alinost impossible ot’ belief are enacted, and the
perpetrators hardly find it necessary to shun daily intercourse with their victims.”

The United States district court at Fort Smith, Ark., has been given jurisdiction
in the Indian Territory only over erimes committed by an Indian upon & white man
or by a white man upon an Indian. Of all crimes committed by Indians upon
Indians the Indian conrts still have sole jurisdiction. In this limited jurisdiction
of the United States court the present able and upright judge has, since his appoint-
ment in 1875, sentenced to death on conviction in his court 153 persons, and there are
to-day in the United States jaii at Fort Smith under sentence of death appealed on
questions of law 26. Of these 20 have been convicted the present year, the largest
number in any one year. There are now under indictment for murder and awaiting
trial 13 others, and several are in jail awaiting examination. There is also a United
States court at Paris, Tex., having similar jurisdiction in the Indian Territory, the
records of which show that since 1890 there have been 22 sentenced to death for
murders committed in the Territory, and there are now under indictment 128, nearly
all of whom arc eluding arrest. How many murders in addition to these have been
committed by Indians upon Indians, of whicl their courts have exclusive jurisdie-~
tion, there is no record available, but there is good reason to believe that they
exceed these numbers, Reliable newspapers and iudividuals who have endeavored
to obtain accurate information as to the prevalence of crime in the Territory agree
in the statement that up to November 1 there had been 257 murders committed in
the Territory since the last adjournment of Congress. Of course there have been
many others not thus ascertained. If other crimes have in any degree a proportion
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