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crcvided 2 rich source of information Irom wnhich I wrote
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ccmparabpie universicy, and I am interested in ncow self-
Derceptions about perscnal writing napits influence the
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Ior TwC wWeeks, I 3aw Ireshman compositicon students sit znd

wrlte and wrlte2 zand wWrite whlle he worked a7 hlis desxk wizh
“he students individually. When he <alled their names and
Tney didn'tT wanT 2 SnowW niim sometniiag 2T that Time, he wens
on. Then, &after ne finisned all the students, he cailed zh
name again. I nevsr saw 3 student reluse a ccniarence z
taped tne conversaticns ne nad with the sctudents, and they
scunded mora 1i«2 2 mentoring process Than 2 criticism

crocess. II sctudents made 3z grammatical mistake, he asxked
tnem 1 They Saw something wreng. 1Z he cculd not get Thenm

this way?" II the student cculd not answer, he would

grnccocurage Tinem O TNINK apcut 1T, aecige 1I LI Was Tnhe pest
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nad written a paragraph incorrectly; instead, ne seemed
inctent on neiping tne student make that paragraph the gpestc
ne cr she obcssibly could. When Jackson was convinced the

student couid 2o ng mere and the paragradh was acceprable,
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address in tThis study concerns itself with the Ctelilels azcuz
~Nriting held py my particigants. My ressarch guesticns
acdressed now The perception oI how ceing or nct 2eing =2
writer ianfluenced a composition instructor's ciLassroom
Corzctices. 3Zeiore I could directly address This issue, I
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Golidberg, 198€). Tirst, 12 was important ¢ determins the
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neecded tc gain perspectives ¢on what my participants Delisved
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znd Jenny tended IC give mere authority o the reader ¢f the

found that thneir definitions strongly influenced the way the

_NSTIXUCTCIrs 7.ewelC CompbCsSiiiln 1NnsStrucCtion, a .éter seriss

oL ccdes. Their definiticns alsc led into whazt a writer is

an WiladT TNe ICLie TI a WXlTer snou.c De.
QAaias 3 eyt ryd i
222808 SCQUET WhRat 3 writer 18,
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Just as the tThree particirants held Ziffsrent

clesely related To their beliefs about writing.

Liza Zdefined a writer zs "someone whC n3s 2 messace.
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all at once. You can break it down. I Zcund, mysell, that
wnen I wrizTe, I'm constant.y Irustrated when I set mvsell a
goai ¢f prewritning first. TI'll start going, and then, I'li
thin«, 'Oh, I think tThere is paragraph cne, Or there is
paragraph ctiiree.' I want ©O go over nhere and write thart
varagraph, dut II I'm in the prewritiag mocdse, I need I «sep
joing. I will write a Iew notes cver here, and then 2y the
Time I gCT IC the paragraph, my 2nergy was gone Ior 1.

What I tend to 4o is really Just dC 1t aili at once. The
great tThing a2bcuT 2z computer 1s that you can do everwthing

Xxind of continucus development 1S Tt 3¢ Irom cne [step CI

the process, to the other. In the second zthird of my
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ccurse, I dc ceer editing. 1 puc
nard to get them to do the kinds of things we [Jackscn and
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students To chocse specifiic issues of interest T2 them.
Then, snhe controlisd the ind oI writings they Comp.eted.
Jenny ToOCK 3 sSimilar perspective: she meintained general
sonatrel cver writing abcut literature, The students chcse
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acpear <O have the cpticn 2 writing about ilterzzure 1o 2
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exgeriances.
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wricting influenced these three elements oI ccmpcsition
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ot 0f inIcrmal ones. I will zalk tTc a2 student acout =
particular piece cf writing. I 2ask them o show me this
again by doing) such and sSuch. I am & great cTeliisver in
finding nelip Zor them. There must be wonderfiul writers who
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compositicn InsSTructors

and Jackson conierenced
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seemed T©O be consistent
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cecncliuding sentences, etc. 1've had Twe compiaints thls
Year apout my TEeSTS Decause they are objective and simply
reczi:. I opelleve that the students zapcly thelr kxncw.adge

of literary terms and how well they uncderstand tThrcugh their

assrcoceom activities, and she made no direcc
ccnnection. Instead, she explained how tcday's cuiture
Influenced ncw she thought she should teach. "Well,
visvally, this is a television age, and you can't lecrture,
and vyou can't do anything longer than Iifteen minutes
because no cne has an attention span past fifteen minutes.

I Try TO mix ur a wholie 1ot ©

th

cther things, 1ike visual
aids, witnh just the reading and writing. Today, wWe saw LWo
videcs ¢i the dramas that are in the pcok. I figured if

it's 3 drama, it's aporopriate, s0 we watched it.



I asked Jennv how cuiture had impacted Composizic
instrucItich Sn2 answered, "I thing That literature 1s =
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Jackson believed that the cCi

-_—-L Ol

impact <n students' motivaticn and abllity te write. As
aiscussed eariier In the study, Jackscn delleved Ihat meny
compesiticn insStructors strongly contrcllied thelr students!
€832y TCDLICS and were extremely Criticzzl ¢ their students!
writing. de believed that the culture ci Znglilish
departments anc universities fosterad z=nd enccurzged Thess
teaching methods because toc many times, thav saw tThemselves
23 xeepers c¢I xnowiedge.

Jackson said that when he began tTsaching through
cenferencing, he Zelt compeirled mo Justiiv his methods I
cther compesiticn inmstructers. "I'LL zZell vwou, I Isit that
Wzy ICr years nere--that I would get Iouna cut. 3¢ what o
did from the first semester I was nere was Try ©O 3Jive
Seminars TC my colieagues about what I'm doing. I wWoULll say

~ 'e

pecause they always made jokes
was, 'I'm going to give

eminar £oO show hcw this come.

0}

...... oz rCur Cr Iive pecp.e

up, and they wculd make quarded comments. The

wourd wind up saying, 'i'd like to do thac, Du
rrankly,

3 over tnhe weekend, every other weexend,

[

S3a

Y
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Appendix £: Zxcerpt Ircm Interview %2, Jackscn
Q: What dc ycu Zraw Ifrzcm when teaching wriztiang?
A: Well, I draw ZIZrom {theoratical] scurces, arnd I guess I
draw frcem my owWn =2xperiance. By acw, I've peen Jdoing this,
my first freshman class was in 1977. Next year will de my
Twentieth year.
Q: What scrt cf writing do you begin the year with?
A: I thnink I have already menticned this, put one ¢ zhe
best conceptual pbccks that I nave found is Jzmes Mofifett's,
Z23ching =he Universe of Discourse. He suggests That we use
the mcdel that behaviorists have come up with £or hew we alil
mature. What you Jdo Is Zocus on the GO anc 20 The Centras
cell first. nen, you sxpand T include cthers, intc
lacluding materizl that's IZurther zway IIsm YSuIs Cwa
immediate intereszt. I start py telling tThem to write what
They «now abcut intimately--which is their experizance.
That's it. The £first day, I'll ccnstruct a paragraph fcor
them. Derending on how I Zeel on the first day, I'll ask
them to give me & list of topics they <an write apcut. I'll
Jdo it [write my own list, and put them on the board. I'il
find a topic on my list and ask them to talk about this.

It's usuaily & funny story, something abcut my ccnvertible
or my dcg. They see me accessing my memory in a way that
they can doc too. So you provide them a model 02 now it's
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what they are dcing.
Q: What dc you mean cy impcsing authority? The fact that

YCU won'tT mark on thelr capers?
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Appendix ¥: Excerpt Zrom In
QJ: How do you define the zerm, writi
A: Somepody wnho can maxe sentences C
wDO Craztes an icdee That sSimply waxes
in the freshman sense. Someone who

Tarer.
C: Would you have a different definicticn cutside of the
freshman sense?

A:  N¢ Because 1 only work with fresnhmen.

g: What zinds oI writing do you e2ngage 1az

A: I'm noum geing fcr a2 publicaricn, but I writs leti=ars
WrizZe peetry, and I writse Christmas l2Tlers ThaT 2rs sen
over sevanty-five gecpis, and they 3ust sssm o reaily -
iz. That's really the Qnly way I realiy wrize. I 4did w
& p&per last summer because they asked me TC ¢lve i1t at
convention held hers on campus. It wes «ind 2I Iun Zeca
it was exactly what I expect ocut oI my students. I saw
icng it ook me, tow much effort I had o duT LnToe 1T, a
how much I workec, and I see how ramote scme ¢ my stude
sre from thie Process Decause they arsn':t willing TO comm
to it.

Q: Do ycu think that it is impcortant for a freshman
compesition instructor to engase in different xinds of

™ -

-

-
=

-
>

Can communicate 2on



[eX]
lm
o

el

al
Lt
.

7))

X

fl,

o

Jjusc

-~

cu

>

-

e
7“
a
0n

Q]

et

(@]

ryone

[\
Q)

>

training

armal

L

o

2]

\]

ny

W

IR)

qQ
i
"
]
i
)

0]

[

(N

W
4
t»
]
$4

u

o]

i)

xam.

(=34

The

Id

(R}

¢

2y

any class

nad

never

and

Ph.D.'s

a

-

1

nsider mvse

I

o=
ot
J

gt

i



1

aragraphs, etc. I think I'm cretty gocd &
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sShe must rawrite. If she doesn't chocse to rewrits, she
must correct ali of those ccded grammar errcrs. And I'm

rite a ncte: Not enough suptcpic development.
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