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SUNDRY CIVIL APPROPRIATION BILL. 3

cers, exclusive of the second lieutenants of the Signal Corps authorized
by law.

The Potomac Steamboat Company is authorized to bring suit againste
the United States in the Court of Claims, to establish and recover actual
damages, if any, sustained by their steamboat Excelsior, in consequence
of an al]egui collision with the United States tug Bortlllje, in Hampton
Roads, Virginia, on the fourth day of December, eighteen hundred and
eighty- two.

That from and after the passage of this act the Board of Managers
of the National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers shall apply the
excess above five dollars monthly of the pensions of all inmates of the
National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers to the support and the
objects and purposes of said home: Provided, however, That the above
provision shall not apply to any inmate of said home who, having at the
time ot his admission to said home, wite, minor child, or parent dependent
upon him for support, shall dpplv the excess of hlh pension above said
five dollars each month to said support. The said Board of Managers
shall annually report the amount of pension-money received by them
under the above provision: Provided, That in addition to the persons
now declared by law to be entitled to admission to the National Home
for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers, any person who served during the war
of the rebellion in the Navy of the United States and was honorably
discharged therefrom, who is not otherwise provided for by law, and
who is ineapacitated by reason of wounds incurred in the line of duty
or disease contracted during his said service from earning his own sup-
port, may be admitted to %dld home in the same manner and under the
same conditions as volunteer soldiers. And section two of the act en-
titled “An act making appropriations for the payment of invalid and
other pensions of the United States for the fiscal year euding June
thirtieth, eighteen hundred and eighty-two, and for deficiencics, and for
other purposes,” approved Iebruary twenty sixth, eighteen hundred
and eighty-one, is hereby repealed.

¥ % % The Secretary ot the Interior, in his diseretion, may grant
leases for terms not exceeding ten years, of simall parcels of grouud within
said park, but no more g,louml shall bo 50 leased than is necessary for
the hotels and storehouses necessary to the accommodation of visitors,
and necessary outhouses, bath and ice houses, aud for gardening or
grazing land in connection with said hotels ; but no exclusive privileges
or monopoly of any kind shall be grauted to any person or company or
corporation for any purpose within said park; nor shall any lease or
contract be made which in any degree or manner interferes with or pre-
vents the free and unrestricted access of the public to all portions of
the park.

The~Commissioner of Tish and Fisheries authorized to designate,
from the employés of the Commission, an assistant, to discharge his
duties in case of' his absence or disability : Provided, That no increase
of pay shall be granted in consequence ot such selection.

Where the same person holds the ofiice of clerk in both the cir-
cuit and district courts of any district, he shall be allowed by the
Attorney-General to retain for his personal compensation of the fees
received by him, after the payment of office expenses, the preseribed
maximuin for one oftice only, to wit, the sum of three -thousand five
hundred dollars per annwmn; and this proviso shall apply in its full ex-
tent to the clerks of courts mentioned in section eight hundred and
forty of the Revised Statutes: And provided further, "Phat the clerk of
the supreme cowrt of the Distriet ot Columbia shall make to the Attor-
ney-General his semi-annual report of fees and emoluments in the same
manner and under the same regulations as clerks of the other courts of
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TREASURY DEPARTMENT. 9
Heating apparatus for public buildings. ... ... ... .. .. .......... $93, 016 46
Suppressing counterfeiting and other erimes ... ... ... ... .. ... ... 79, 089 65
Compensation in lien of moieties . ... ... ... .. ... ..., 29,917 86
Protection of sea-otter hunting grounds and seal fisheries in Alaska..... 25, 000 00
Very respectfully,
CHAS. J. FOLGER,
Secretary.

Hon. FrRaNk Hiscock,
Chairman Committee on Appropriations, House of Representatives.  ~

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, January 22, 1883.

Sir: Respectfully referring to the letter of the Committee on Appropriations, dated
the 17th instant, requesting information on the subject of lighted buoys, &c., I have
the honor to transmit herewith a copy of a letter of the Light-House Board, dated
the 19th instant, stating that the Pintsch lighted buoy has been used successfully in
Europe for several years; that in this country, though not adopted by the Light-
House Establishment, it has been nsed experimentally with most satisfactory results,
in marking the location of a daugerous wreck in an important channel leading into
New York Harbor, too narrow to adiit of the employment ot a light-ship for the pur-
pose; and that, in the opinion of the Board, lighted buoys would be of great advan-
tage to commerce and navigation, aud their use would make a large saving in the ex-
pense of administering the affairs of the Light-House Establishment.

Very respectfully,
CHAS. J. FOLGER,
Secretary.
Hon. FrRaNK HISCOCK,
Chairman Committee on Appropriations, House of Representatives.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT,
OFFICE OF THE LIGHT-HOUSE BOARD,
Washington, D. C., January 19, 1833.

Sir: The Board has the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a letter from the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the House of Representatives, dated January 17, asking
any new facts or additional information on the subject of lighted buoys.

In reply the Board begs leave to say that the Pintsch lighted buoy has been used
successfully in Europe for several years, and is gaining in reputation.

In this country, as it has not been adopted by the Light-House Establishment, it
has liad no other than an experimental use until lately.

A dangerons wreck in an important channel leading into New York had to be
marked, and as the channel was too narrow to admit of a light-ship being placed near
the wreck, a Pintsch bnoy was borrowed and used satisfactorily to the great advan-
tage of shipping for a considerable length of time, and until the wreck had disap-
peared.

Lighted buoys would, in the opinion of the Board, be of great advantage to com-
merce and navigation, and their use would, no doubt, make a large saving in the ex-
pense of admimstering the affairs of the Light-House Establishment.

The letter of the Committee on Appropriations above referred to is herewith in-
closed.

Very respectfully,
HENRY V. PICKING,
Naval Secretary.
The Hon. SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, January 26, 1883.

Sir: I have the honor to advise you that the city of Des Moines, Iowa, has issued
three certiticates ot assessment against the government on account of enrbing and
paviug npon streets adjacent to the United States conrt-house and post-office building
n said eity, two of which are dated July 25, 1832, and aggregate in amonut $984, and
one iy dated Angust 2, 1832, and is in amount $1,103.30.  Under the provisions of the
act of the legislature of the State ot Iowa ceding jurisdiction over said property, the
United States is exempted from State and municipal taxation; but assessments made
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for improvements of sewers, streets, and pavements cannot properly be considered a
tax, and it has therefore been the practice of the Department to malke payment for
the cost of work of this character when appropriations have been available therefor.

In the estimates for appropriations for repairs and preservation of public build-
ings for the eurrent fiscal year, no appropriation was made for the work in question,
and the present eondition of the appropriation will not permit payment therefor,
The improvement was, bowever, nndoubredly necessary and to the henefit of the gov-
erninent, and I respectfully recommend that a special appropriation in the sum of
$2,0587.30 be made for payment for said work, being the aggregate of assessments, ex-
clusive of interest at 10 per cent. per annmn, claimed for deferred payment,

Very respecttully,
CHAS. J. FOLGER,
Secretary.
Hon. Fraxk HISCOCK,
Chairmuan Committee on dppropriations, House of Representatives.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT,
January 31, 1533,

Sik: I have the honor to state for the information of Congress that this department
issued circullar regulations notifying the public that silver coins would be torwarded
by express, at the expense of the goverument, in compliance with the direetion con-
tained in that clanse of the sundry civil act approved March 3, 1831, which provides
as follows:

“That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed to
transport, free of charge, silver coin, when requested to doso: Provided, That an equa-
amount in eoin or currency shall have been deposited in the Treasury by the applil
cant or applicants; and that there is hereby appropriated twenty thousand dollars, or
so much thercot as may be necessary for that purpose, and that the same be available
from and after the passage of this act.”

The department also included in the estimates of appropriations for fiscal year end-
ing June 30, 1833, a similar amount for this purpose, but the amount appropriated in
sundry civil act d,pplov ed August 7, 1832, was $10,000 only.

Vouchers have been received at the (le[mrtment to date, including services to No-
vember 30, 1582, for transportation of silver, properly pay able from this appropriation,
amonnting to $9,639.08, leaving but §360. 92 available for payment of' transportation
during the remainder of the fiseal year 18583,

As under the regulatious above referred to, deposits for silver may be made in any
part of the United States where there is an assistant treasurer or national bank de-
pository, and as bills for transportation do not reach the department until two months
after services are rendered, it is impracticable to provide agaiust a deficiency in this
appropriation.

If it is the intention of Congress to continue to provide for the payment of trans-
portation ot silver coin, I respecftullv suggest, in view of the facts above stated, that
the estimate of $10, OOU submitted for that purpose for the fiscal year ending June
30, 1884, be inere: ased to ’$30 000, and that the same be made available to meet the ex-
penses of the current fiscal year as well as 1834; or, that the sun ot $10,000 be appro-
priated as a deficiency for 1883 and the esbuna,te for' 1884 increased to $20,000.

Very respecttully,
. CHAS. J. FOLGER,
Secretary.
Hon. Fraxk Hiscock,
Chairman Commiltee on Appropriations, House of Representatives.

TREASURY DEHARTMENT, February 3, 1833.

Sir: I have thie honor to trausmit herewith a letter from the Supervising Architect
of this department, recommending that $15,000 of the appropriation asked for heating,
hoisting, and ventilating appar.ltlm for public buildings for the ensuing fiscal year
be made available upon Tthe passage and approval of the sundry civil Il Beliey-
ing that the interests of the governwment will be served by such action, I conenr in
the recommendation.

Very respectfully, .
CHAS. J. FOLGER,
Seerctary.
Hon. Fraxk Hiscock,
Chairman Committee on Appropriations, House of Representatives.
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TREASURY DEPARTMENT.
OFFICE OF THE SUPERVISING ARCHITECT,

February 3, 1833.
NIr: It was not expected that Congress wounld he asked to provide for any deficiency
on account of the annual appropriations for work under the control of this office, and
nothing was ineluded therefgr in the estimate for appropriations. It is, however,
fonnd that the operations of this office will be seriously embarrassed, and important
work delayed, on account ot the small balance of the appropriation available for heat-
ing, hoisting, and ventilating apparatus for public buildings, 1823,  While not rec-
ommending that a deficiency be asked for, I respectfully suggest that the House Com-
mittee on Appropriations be requested to insert in the sundry eivil bill a clause to
make fifteen thousand dollars ($15,000) of the appropriation asked for the ensuing

fiscal year for heating, hoisting, and ventilating apparatus immediately available.

Very respectfully,
JAS, G. HILL,
Supervising Arehitect.
Hon. CuarrLes J. FOLGER,
Necretary of the Treaswry, Washington, D. .

TREASURY DEPARTMENT,
December 15, 1432,
Sik: In compliance with the request of your commnittee ot the 5th instant for a more
detailed estimate of that portion of the estimate for the Life-Saving Serviee for the
ensuing fiscul year, to be fonnd on page 171 of the Book of Estimates, and beginning
“Pay of crews of surfinen,” &ec., I have the honor to transmit herewith a communi-
cation and estimates in two forms prepared by the General Superintendent of the Life-
Saving Service.
Very respecttully,
CHAS. J. FOLGER,
Secretary.
Hon. FraNxk Hiscock,
Chairman Committee on Appropriations, House of Representatives.

LIFE-SAVING SERVICE.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT,
OFFICE OF GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT U. S. LIFE-SAVING SERVICE,
Washington, D. C., December 11, 1882,

Sir: In compliance with your direction, indorsed upon the letter of Robert J. Ste-
vens, clerk tothe Committee on Appropriations of thie House of Representatives, dated
the Hth instant, requesting a more detailed estimate in licu of that on the top of page
171, Book of Estimates, beginning *“Pay of crews of surtmen,” &c., I have the lionor
to submit herewith such estimate in two forms.

The first form, marked ‘“A,” is that in which the estimmate was annually submitted
prior to the one for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1832. In preparing the estimate
for that year the itens from the point indicated were grouped, on account of the great
difficulty of computing in advance, with much accuracy, the sum which the exigen-
oies of the service would require under the several heads.

When the subcommittee having in charge the estimates for the snudry eivil appro-
priation bill for the year referred to came to consider the estimate for this service I
stated to them verbally the reason for grouping the items as indicated, and subse-
quently, at their request, submitted the tollowing written explanation, which is per-
tinent here:

TREASURY DEPARTMENT,
United States Life-Saving Service, HWashington, D. C., May 10, 1880.

Sir: Agreeably to your verbal request for a brief statement in writing of my rea-
sons for the suggestion that in the appropriations to be made for the maintenance
of the Life-Saving Service for the ensuing fiscal year, * * * the three items for
the ““pay of crews,” &ec., the “compensation of volunteers,” &c., and “contingent
expenses,” be grouped or consolidated into one, the following is respecttully sub-

mitted:
* * * * b * *
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Fuel for stations and houses of refuge; repairs and ontfits for same ; re-
building and improvement of same ; supplies and provisions for houses
of refuge and for shipwrecked persons succored at statious; traveling
expenses of officers under orders from the Treasnry Department ; for
carrying out the provisions of sections 7 and 8 of the act approved May
4, 1r32; and contingent expenses, including treight, storage, repairsto
apparatus, medals, Iabor, stationery, advertising, and miscelluncous
expenses that cannot be ineluded under any other head of life-saving
stations on the coasts of the United States.  (Name acts) ... . ...

3100, 000 00

691 450 00

Exnisir B.
LIFE-SAVING STATIONS.

Pay of crews of surfinen employed at the life-saving and life-boat stations,
during the period of actual employinent. (Acts June 20, 1374, 18 Stat.,
p- 127, secs. 2-6 5 June 18, 1878, 20 Stat., p. 163, sees. 1-12; May 4, 1882,
22 Stat., p. 55, sees. 1-11; August 7, 1832, 22 Stat., p. 307, sec. 1) ..., £588, 460 00

Comipensation of volunteers at life-saving and life-boat stations, for ac-
tual and deserving service rendered npon any occasion of disaster, or in
any effort to save life, at sucl rate, not to exceed 10 for each person,

®
as the Secretary of the Treasury may determine.  (Same acts) *2,000 00

Pay of volimteer evews for drill and exercise. (Same acts) .......... - *1,000 00
Fuel for stations and houses of refuge.  (Same acts) ... ... ... .. *12,000 00
Repairs and outfits for same.  (Same acts) ... o .o ... #20, 000 00
Rebuilding and improvement of same.  (Same acts). ... ... .. *25, 000 00
Supplies and provisions for houses of refuge and for shipwrecked persons

succored at stations.  (Samoe acts). oo o ool oLl *2,000 00
Traveling expenses of ofticers under orders from the Treasary Depart-

ment,  (SaNe ACTS) oot i et e *10, 000 00

For carrying ont the provisions of sections 7 and 8 of the act approved

May 4, 1332, (Acts May 4, 1882, 22 Stat., p. 55, secs. 1-11; August 7,

18=2, 22 Stat., p. 307, sec. 1) ... o ... e ¥3, 000 00
For contingent expeuses, including freight, storage, repairs to apparatus,

medals, Iabor, stationery, advertising, and miscellaneous expenses that

cannot be included under any other head ot life-saving stations on the

coasts of the United States. (Aets June 20, 1271, 18 Stat., p. 127, secs.

2-6; June 13, 1575, 20 Stat., p. 163, sees. 1-12; May 4, 1832, 22 Stat., p.

55, sees. 1-11; Angust 7, 1832, 22 Stat., p. 307, sec. 1) ..o oo o ... 40, 000 00

703 450 00

TREASURY DEPARTMENT,

January 10, 1583,
Sir: Referring to the letter ot your committee of the 2d instant, calling attention
“to the estimate ou page 171 of the Book of Estimates, *“ For establishing new life-
saving stations, fifty thousand dollars,” and vequesting information as to the amount.
expended from the appropriation of $50,000 for the same purpose for the current
year, and where, if any, said expenditure has been made, also when and where it
is proposed to establish new life-saving stations, I have to invite yonr attention to
the accompanying letter of the General Superintendent of the Life-Saving Service of
the Otluinstant, which furnishes the information called for.

Very respecttully,
, CHAS. J. FOLGER,
Neoretary.
Hon. FRANK H1sCOCK,
Chairman Committee on Approp.iations, House of Representatives.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT,
OFFICE OF GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT U. S, LIFE-SAVING SERVICE,
Washington, D. C., Jawwary 9, 1883.
Sik: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your reference of the letter of
Robert J. Stevens, elerk to the Committee on Appropriations of the House off Repre-
sentatives, dated the 2d instant, requesting to be informed as to the amouut that has

* Difticult to estimate.
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been expended from the snm of $50,000, included in the act making appropriatious for
sundry civil expenses of the government and other purposes for the current fiscal year,
and where said expenditare, if any, has been made; also asking when and where it
is proposed to establish new life-saving stations.

In reply I have to state that up to the present time no amount has beeu actually paid
from the appropriation named. Inconsequence of the lateness of the dates on which the
act authorizing the establishment of additional life-saving stations, and the appropri-
ation therefor, passed Congress at its last session, comparatively little has yet been
accomplished in this direction. Contract has been entered into, however, for the con-
gtruction of three stations on the coast of North Carolina, and the work is now in pro-
gress. By the terms of the contract the buildings are to be completed on the 1st of
February. 7The amount involved in the contract is $10,500. The cost of equipping
the stations when completed will be about $2,000 each, making the total cost of the
statious and outfits $16,500.

Sites have been selected and the titles are now being secnred for the establish-
ment of a station at Lewes, Del., and tive others between existing stations on the
coasts of Maryland and Virginia, where they are greatly needed. It is expected that
these stations will be under constrnetion by the first or middle of April, and it is esti-
mated that the cost per station will be about $3,500, and equipments for each 2,000,
the same as that of the stations now building in North Carolina, making a total of
$33,000, which, added to the $16,5600 above mentioned, amonnts to $49,500, leaving a
balance in the appropriation of §500.

In answer to the second inquiry I would say that it is impossible at this time to
staté definitely when and where the new stations would be established by the ex-
penditure of the sun incinded in the estimate reterred to on page 171 of the Book of
Estimates should the appropriation be made. The act of May 4, 1832 (Statutes at
Large, Vol. 22, . 55), anthorized the establishinent of forty-fonr stations upon various
portions of the sea and lake coasts. Nearly every point named is dangerons and needs
the protection, and it is proposed to establish the stations as rapidly as sites can be
selected tor them, titles obtained, and the appropriations will aliow.

The communication of the committee is respectfully returned.

Very respectfully,
S. I. KIMBALL,
General Superintendent.
Hon. Cnarres J. FOLGER,
Seeretary of the Treasury.

REVENUE-CUTTER SERVICE.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT,
December 11, 1882.

Sik: The department has received-the communication from the Committee on Ap-
propriations of the 5th instant, calling for an itemized statement of the estimate for
expenses of the revenue-cutter service for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1234,

Replying thereto, 1 have the honor to state that at the present rate of expenditure
the probable cost of the Revenne Marine Service for the current fiscal ycar will be
some thousands of dollars greater than last yvear, resulting from the rise in the prices
of provisions, tuel, and other ship’s supplies.

Shonld the appropriations for the service be made in items, it is deemed that a con-
siderably larger amount should be appropriated than if made in bulk, because the
expenditures nnder the several items flnctnate considerably year by year, and it will
be needfnl to make provision under cach itewn for meeting unforseen increase. For
instance, the expensesunder the item of “fuel” have vanged during the past three years
from about. 345,000 to $2,000; under that for ship chandlery, from $22,000 to $37,000:
under that for rations, from $42,000 ) $67,000.

Other items vary in like proportions,  These variances arise from different eauses,
all of which, however, are hevond the control of the department, being affected prin-
cipally by the conditions of the commercial world. Yet the annual differences in the
gross expendituves for the serviee are not great. as will be seen by the followiug table
showing the yvearly cost for the past six yvears:

Fiscal year ending—

JUe 30, TSTT oo $741,176 31
Jume B0, TRT8 i e 844,001 70
June 30, 1370 e e R44, 527 25
Juue 30, 1820 | e e e R15, 333 74
June 30, TRRL L e e 846,791 99

June B0, LRR e e e e e 846, 423 34
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2. Number of officers and men to each vessel, cost of ruuning each vessel in dotail
as so much for repairs, so much f r equipment, so much for subsisteuce (extra), so
much for salaries, pay, and rations, &e.

3. Amount required for each vessel from the Coast Snrvey appropriation during the
period.

I have given Colonel 8. such general information 2s T could furnish, but the call is
for specific details. My impression from the conversation is that there is an impres-
sion in the committee that the Navy is paying nearly the whole cost of the work, and
as they are now at work on our part of the bill the information is desived promptly.

My interview with the gentleman arose from the fact that owing to indisposition I
gave up the idea of making calls, eame to the office to do some writing iu quiet, and
happened to be the only person here except the janitor.

Respeetfully,
W. H. haLL,
Assistant Coast Survey.

UNITED STATES C0AST AND GRODETIC SURVEY OFFICE,
Washington, Januwary 3, 1833.

SIr: In response to your inquiry, made orally by Colonel Stevens, as to the relative
expenditure for the hydrography of this work borne by the Navy and Treasury Depart-
ments, respectively, I have the honor to submit the appended statement and the fol-
lowing explavation:

All the vessels in the serviee were built or purchased for the Coast Survey. They
are kept in repair, and some of the smaller ones are replaced as they become worthless
from the appropriation made for that purpose, $:30,000, for the last and previous tisca
years.

The number of officers of the Navy cmployed during the last six months has been
59, and 305 men. The aggregate amount ot pay aud tations for the last six enonths
will amount to about .“B,Uo 0005 for a full complement it would he $123,600. This is
pd,id by the Navy. The 1'uunmn expenses of the same parties, for the same periods,

are estimated af %.SJ 000, which is paid from the Coast Sarvey appropriation. There
are 1o allowances for extra subsistence. The Navy rations only are allowed.

The above, together with the appended table, comprised the information which was
understood to be desired, in the interview with Colonel Stevens on the 1st, the memo-
randwn of which is inelosed.

Your letter of the 2d calls for certain other information, which is being prepared,
aud will be sent over this evening.

Very respecttully,
J. E. HILGARD,
Superintendent.
Hon. I'raxx Hiscocx,
Chairman Commiltee on Appropriations.

UNITED STATES COAST AND GEODETIC SURVEY OFFICE,
Washington, January 3, 1833.

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of yesterday’s
date, and beg leave to submit the following replies in the ordev of the information
desired :

I. Appendix A contains the names, character, and tonnage of the vessels helonging
to the Coast aud Geodetic Survey ; the number aud rank of “the naval ofticers attached
to each vessel, including the nimber of the crew ; and the pay and rations paid on
account of each v essel, from the appropriations made for the Navy.

IL. Of the vessels ennmerated there are four w hiel have been under the direction
of civil assistants in the Survey, performing the double duty of the survey of land
and water, viz: Schooner Ready, schooner Drift, schooner G. M. Bache, and the barge
Kincheloce.

II1. All of the vessels ave repaired and equipped, aud receive their outfit, snch as
instruments, soanding apparatus, &e., out of the annual appropriation made for the
Coast and Geodetic Survey.

The total expenditures, pay, and rations on the part of the Navy for the last six
months, July Ist to December 31, 1232, amount to about the suni ol $126,000. The
total expenditures on the part of the Coast and Geodetic Survey, including $15,000
for repairs, amount to about $43,000.
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essary to call your attention to the great use which science and the arts and manu-
factures now have for the information which can be obtained by the use of the ma-
chine already built, those asked for, and kindred machines; but I may be permitted
to say that so fully is this recognized that the Massachusetts Charitable Mechanic
Association, at their exhibition in 1881, at which they awarded over 600 gold, silver,
and bronze medals to exhibitors from various parts of the United States, provided a
grand medal of honor, at an expenditure of some $500, which was awarded to me,
through the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, for the testing machine, as the
single exhibit most conducive to human welfare. From their report of four pages I
quote as follows:

““ By its use every part may be made safe, from the simple rail-to the most complex
bridge, from the humble hand-car to the largest locomotive, and from the plain col-
umn to the most elaborate trugsed roof.

‘A machine which can guarautee the safety of most of our artificial surroundings.

may properly be called conducive to human welfare.”

So much interest is taken in this matter that the three societies of engineers, the
American Institute of Mining Engineers, the American Society of Civil Engineers,
and the American Society of Mechanical Engineers, each had a day set apart at their
annual meeting, during the first year, for the discussion of the merit, value, and use
of this machine.

One of the many papers read on these occasions wasone prepared by E. D. Leavitt,
a member of each of the three societies mentioned, and now president of the latter.
This paper was read by him at the annual meeting of the Society of Mining Engineers
held in Washington last February. In it he states that he has had some 240 tests
made on this machine for work of which he had charge for other parties, besides
about 100 specimens for himself, and that during the two years in which he had
watched the working of this machine he had learned more of the properties of mate-
rials than he had begorc in the whole 25 years of his engineering experience.

Certainly a machine which can in two years double the knowledge of our best en-
gineers, as regards the value and properties of structural materials, tends very rapidly
and greatly to improve and cheapen and make more safe all our engineering struct-
ures, and thus tends greatly to the welfare of the whole people.

In regard to the nses of the machine built, and of the two now recommended to be
built, I would call especial attention to the fact that the Navy is directly interested,
and especially so when we consider with what great rapidity we are passing from the
structure of wooden ships to those of iron, and from the latter to those of steel. Many
of our best engineers believe that in a very few years steel constructions must, to a
very great extent, take the place of iron ones. In this connection I qnote from the:
transactions of the Institute of Engineers and Shipbuilders in S8cotland, vol. 25, 1881—
’82, page 51. '

““Steel castings are in every way superior to those of iron, and the advantages to
be derived from their use only require to be thoroughly known to insure their very
wide adaptation.

¢t Steel castings are extremely durable, and in the case of large castings, by a proper
distribution of material, a saving of weight, as compared with iron, ot about 50 per
cent. may be ettected. It is hardly necessary to add, that such a metal as cast steel
is likely in many iustances to supplant hammered forgings both of iron and steel.””

In this connection I may be permitted to add that it is specially desirable and
necessary, in passing from iron structures to those of steel, that many and varied
tests be made of the newly formed and newly proportioned parts which the change
of weak metals for stronger ones calls for, and that without such tests great uncer-
tainty and danger will certainly arise; to illustrate which, I mention that I am credi-
bly informed that several large six-inch steel bolts were tested, and that in each
instance they broke with strains of tension before the load had reached 40,000 pounds
per square inch, and that mauy tests were made on small machines of small pieces
taken from these bolts which in no instance showed a tensile strength as low as
90,000 pounds per square inel, while most of them showed a strength of from 110,000
to 120,000, or nearly three times the average shown in breaking the bolt as a whole.
This shows the great necessity of testing the pieces themselves in the form and of the
size in which they are actually prepared for use.

It will be readily understood, therefore, that the use of these new machines and
the present one in testing metal of various forms, and in various ways, is absolutely
essential to the safe structure of ounr boilers, engines, steamships, &ec., and that their
accurate and frequent use will be of especial interest to the construction of a new
navy, to the Engineers of the Army, and the country in general, as well as the general
interests of science. For these reasons I may be allowed to ask you to join with the
Secretary of War and the President in recommending Congress to provide at once
means for building these machines.

So many millions are to be expended annually in the various structures under
government, inclnding its Navy, ordnance, and public buildings, and in the various
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The accompanying paper will also show the terminal and total length of each line,
by division. This is in accordance with your verbal request to me some days since.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. B. HAZEN

DBrig. and Bet. Maj. Gew’l, Chief bzynal Officer, U. S, 4.
Hon. FraNK HISCOCK, '
Chairman Committee on Appropriations, House of Lepresentatives.

UNITED STATES MILITARY TELEGRAPH LINES.

(Built under the direction of the Secretary of War.)
1.—NORTHWEST DIVISION.

1. From Bismarck, Dak., via Fort Buford, Fort Keogh, Fort Ellis, Helena, Mlswula,
to Sumnmit, Idaho.

2. From Helen.l Mont., to Fort Assinaboine, Mont.

3. From Bismm‘ck, Dak., via Fort Sully and Deadwood, to Fort Keogh, Mont.

4. ¥From Fort Buford, Dak., via Camp on Poplar River and Rocky Point, to Fort
Maginnis, Mont.

5. From Fort Totten, Dak., to Larimore, Dak.

6. From Fort Sisseton, Dak., to Webster, Dak.

Total number of miles built in Northwest Division, 2,098,

IL—WASHINGTON AND IDAHO DIVISION.

1. From Dayton, Wash., via Colfax, Spangle, Spokaune Falls, Fort Coeur d’Alene,
to Summit, Idaho.

2. From Pomeroy, Wash., to Fort Lapwai, Idaho.

3. From Spokane Falls, Wasl., to Fort Spokane, Wash.

Total number of miles in Washington and Idaho Division, 325.

[I1.—OREGOXN DIVISION.

1. From Ashland, Oreg, via Linkville, Fort Klamath, and Lakeview, to Fort Bid-
wall, Cal.
Total number of miles in Oregon Division, 234,

V.—DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI.
a.— Hyoming Division.

1. From Rawlins, Wyo., to Camp on White River, Cal.
Total'number of miles, 144.

b.—Coloradoe Division.

1. From Gunnison City, via Cantonment on the Uncompahgre, to Montrose, Colo.
2. From Fort Lewis to Durango, Colo.

3. From Colorado Springs, Colo., to the Summit of Pike’s Peak, Colo.

Total number of miles, 122.

c.—New Mexico Division.

1. From Santa Fé, N. Mex., via Albuquerque and Fort Craig, to La Mesilla, N.
Mex. .

2. From Fort Stanton, via Fort Craig, to San Marcial, N. Mex.

3. From Fort Union, N. Mex., to Watrous, N. Mex.

4. From Wingate, N. Mex., to Fort Wingate, N. Mex.

Total number of miles, 472.






























Consolidated staiement of expenditures for the Signal Service during the seven calendar years, 1876 to 1882, inclusive,

[Prepared in compliance with request of Committee on Appropriations, House of Representatives, of January 20, 1883, as modified by telegram of January 23, 1883.]

| |
1879. l 1880. 5 1881. 1882, Total. ; How appropriated.
| N
0| |

Title of appropriation. 1876. I 1877, l 1878.

Salaries Signal Office....................... Legislative, &c., ap-

$4,388 64 | $4,424 04 | $4,440 00 $4, 380 00 $4,320 00 \ $4, 320 00 $20, 119 71 $46, 392 39
| propriation acts

Rhode Island to Block Island.
Obsservation and exploration in the Arctic
Seas.
Line receipts of military telegraph lines....'

. i (21 Stats., 60).
24,973 70 ¢ 31, 057 92 56,031 62 | Act March 3, 1881.

44,854 36 40,375 24 263,691 01 , Act March 3, 1875

i } (18 Stats. 388).

AQETOZALO . wnene e emeaeeee e { 934, 322 64 1 854,870 73 | 001,930 44 1,080,974 33 | 1,003,710 69 . 1,034, 567 08 | 1,105, 417 99 - 7,005,803 90 l

S ! : I i i

WaAR DEPARTMENT, February 8, 1883.

Signal SErvice. . -...oureeeeruneneean ceenss 12,904,301 9,297,79 ' 15,612 38 11, 615 50 8, 588 76 \ 10, 466 82 14,784 75 82,270 30 ' ‘ Armv appropriation
| | I | acts.
Pay, &c.,of the Army... .................. 141, 856, 42 ! 141, 860 99 |, 163,613 71 204,474 49 ‘ 206,934 18 | 234,772 42 216,514 37 | 1,310,026 58 | Do.
Subﬂlsthnce of the Army.... _............. | 111,065 07 | 104,898 12 ' 111,159 93 128,020 93 | 131,933 00 ' 141,369 35 147, 600 00 i 876,046 40 | Do.
Regular supplies, Quartermaster’sfDepart- | 48,034 00 | 46,299 82 | 50,700 50 | 46,248 56 52, 133 03 | 55,149 73 58, 593 42 | 357,159 06 \ Do.
ment. !
rncmmtalt expenses, Quartermasters’ De- | 41,139 95 ‘ 37,233 73 1‘ 36,628 00 | 15,791 45 19,618 20 | 19,080 04 - 20,536 53 190, 027 90 | Do.
partmen i | ) |
Barracks and quarters. | 69,263 52 | 68,938 57 i 81,166 41 | 74,784 17 75,768 50 | 80, 819 76 82,649 05 533, 390 98 ‘ Do.
Army transportation................. . 18,495 53 | 17,390 40 42,131 33 | 28,134 55 45,459 23 ' 57,254 2L 38,971 08 | 247,836 32 | Do.
Construction and repair of hospitals. . .. 1,615 18 3425 ... L. 1,263 27 298 00 | 236 50 142 25 3,589 45 | Do.
Clothing, camp, and garrison equipage. ‘ 23,398 00 | 19,148 00 16,324 00 | 19, 077 00 20, 527 50 19, 541 70 22, 570 60 140, 586 £0 | Do.
Medical aud hospital department....... .1 4,206 24 4,046 42 ° 5,241 11 | 6, 185 11 6,986 16 | 5,162 43 5 000 00 | 36, 827 47 Do.
Ordnance, ordnance stores, and supplies. . ‘ 100 80 5,708 63 8,259 57 ' 427 87 | 4,510 61 5, 657 93 1,782 32 26 47 72 Do.
Observation and report of storms........... l 372,353 45 | 320,903 02 282,007 49 | 403,454 27 . 380,164 46 | 302, 670 57 363 028 75 l 2, 424, 582 01 | Sundry ecivil appro-
! : i | | priation act.
Construction, maintenance, and repair of 57,845 97 | 41,689 47 | 36,893 88 | 53,430 64 | 71,386 50 | 28, 237 56 41,692 00~ 331,176 02 Do.
military telegraph lines. | | | t
Military telegraph lines from Bismarck to ............ | I, | 15,291 93 | 28,610 10 |ieeeneounean.. e e e e e . 43,902 03 ! Do.
Fort Ellis. : | ‘ ' P ‘ 1
Extension of military telegraph lines by [eecacanarenalocenanananan 1 19, 892 31 107 69 Ll [ . 20, 000 00 . Do.
way of New Port, on Milk River. ! | ‘ ' |
Extension of mlhtary telegraph lines from | S e ! 813 83 ! Do.
Fort Elliott, Texas. ‘ . 1 |
Telegraphic ¢able from the mainland in '.o.ooooueooooemeneaaeid el 15,006 00 L. | PP . 15, 006 00 ‘ Act January 14, 1880

32,460 20 35,185 11 | 50,154 04 |

i
|
I
|
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WAR DEPARTMENT,
Washington City, February 6, 1883.

Sir: 1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 24th ultimo,
stating that the committee is impressed that too large a proportion of the Army ap-
propriations is paid to civilian employés; requesting my opinion on that point; a
statement of the least amount that needs to be expended ; in what form to appropriate
it from the amounts of the Army bill that has passed the House ; and what restrictive
provisions are necessary to hold the expenditure down to my estimate.

In reply, I beg to invite the attention of the committee to the inclosed reports from
the Commissary-Geuneral, Chiet of Ordnance, Paymaster-General, Surgeon-General,
and Quartermaster-General, to whom your communication was referred.

From these reports it will be seen that it is considered impracticable to make a
close estimate ot the requirements of the military service, both the number of civilian
employés and the compensation paid them being subject, with some few exceptions,
to such changes as the actual necessities of the service require.

With the information now before me, I am of opinion, therefore, that neither the
number of civilians employed nor the compensation paid them is in excess of the
wants of the service, and I cannot recomimend any change in the form of the appro-
priations, or any restrictive legislation in regard to the subject.

I regret that the time within which the information is desired by yon i so short as
to preclude such a thorough examination of the subject by me as I would like to
make, and as will be made before the snbmission of the next annual estimates.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ROBERT T. LINCOLN,
Secretary of War.
Hon. FRANK HISCOCK,
Chairman Commitiee on Appropriations, Housc of Representatives.

Copies of papers to accompany War Department letter of February 6, 1883, to Hon. Irank
Hiscock, Chairman of Committee on Appropriations, House of Representatives.

COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS,
: Houst orF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, D. C., January 24, 1883,

SIr: I am in receipt of your communication inclosing number and amounts paid to
civilians from the Army appropriations respectively.

The Committee on Appropriations is inipressed that too large a proportion of said
appropriations is thus expended, and I respectfully request your opinion on that point,
and that you will submit to me the least amount that needs to be thus expeunded, and
in what form to appropriate it from the amounts of the Army bill that has passed the
House, and what restrictive provisions are necessary to hold the expenditures down
to your estimate.

Very respectfully,
FRANK HISCOCK,
Chairman,
Hon. RoBERT T. LINCOLN,
Secretary of War.

[First indorsement. ]

Respectfully referred to the Paymaster-Generat for report as to whether the num-
ber of civilian employés paid from appropriations for the Pay Department, and the
salaries or compensation so paid, can be reduced from the amounts stated in the
printed report herewith, and, if so, the Paymaster-General will submit an estimate on
such reduced basis, and will give his views as to the effect of the proposedlegislation

~and will also please state the appropriations from which the amounts so estimated
should be paid.

By order of the Secretary of War.

JOHN TWEEDALE,
Chief Clerk,
WAR DEPARTMENT, January 27, 1883.

Similar instructions given same date to the Quartermaster-General, Commissary-
General of Subsistence, Surgeon-General, and Chief of Ordnance.
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WaAR DEPARTMENT, PAYMASTER-GENERAL’S OFFICE,
Washington, D. C., January 30, 1883.

SiR: In compliance with your request of the 27th instant for report as to whether
the number and the salaries of civilian employés under the control of the Pay Depart-
ment, paid from the appropriation for the support of the Army, can be reduced, and
as to the advisability of providing for their compengation from some other appropri-
ation, I have the honor to report that no reduction in the number or compensation of
the employés referred to can be recommended.

The number of paymastery’ clerks, one to each paymaster, caunot be reduced, as it
is necessary that each paymaster ou *duty shall have a competent and truqbworthy
clerk, prepared at all times to take the field with him on his tour of duty.

The salary paid the clerk was recently and very justly raised to the present rate.
The reasons urged for the increase still exist.

The small appropriation of $15,000 for pay of paymaster’s messengers is barely suffi-
cient to pay a very useful and necessary class of employés.

Applications for messengers at additional stations have been refused for want of
funds to pay them.

As the pay of the clerks and the messengers is incident to the expense of the pay-
ment of the Army, it is believed that the disbursements on that account are properly
chargeable to that appropriation.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM. B. ROCHESTER,
Paymaster-General, U. S. 4
The Hon. SECRETARY OF WAR.

WAR DEPARTMENT, SURGEON-GENERAL’S OFFICE,
Washington, D. C., January 30, 1843.

SIR I have the honor to return herewith the copy of the 1etter from the Chairman
of the Committee on Appropriations of the House of Representatives, bearing your
indorsement of the 27th inst, directing report as to whether certain employés can be
reduced in number, and the salaries or compensation reduced in amount, &c., and
would invite your attention to the following statement:

The number of contract surgeons employed is governed entirely by the necessities
of the service, and not by the number annually appropriated for. They are, while in
service, acting in the capacity of medical officers of the Army, and their pay is prop-
erly chargeable to the appropriation for ‘Pay of the Army”’—the rate of pay now
allowed cannot be redunced without detriment to the public service.

Hospital matrons are regularly a part of the Army establishment; their pay is pro-
vided by law and is properly an item of the appropriation for ‘‘Pay of the Army.”
They are appointed by the senior medical officer of a post, with the approval of the
commanding officer, and their number is governed by paragraph 229 of the Army
Regulations.

The number of persons (36) employed at medical purveying depots, &c., isnow lim-
ited to the actual necessities of the service and cannot be reduced ; their pay, amount-
ing in the aggregate to $3,158.33 per month, is as low as is consistent with the duties
required of them. The services performed are entirely a part of those necessarily re-
quired in conducting the work of the Medical Department of the Army, and it is thought
that their pay is properly chargeable to the appropriation for the ‘‘Medical and Hos-
pital Department,”—at least there is no other appropriation known to this office out
of which pay for such services should more properly be paid.

I have the honor, therefore, to report that the number of ‘“civilian” employés paid
from appropriations for the Medical Department, and the salariesor compensations so
paid, cannot be reduced from the amounts stated in the printed report, which accom-
panied your letter, nor is there any other appropriation known to this office out of
which such expenses should be paid.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. H. CRANE,
Surgeon-General, U. 8. Army.
The Hon. SECRETARY OF WAR.

WAR DEPARTMENT, QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL’S OFFICE,
Washington, D. C., January 31, 1883.
Sik: I have the lionor to return herewith the communication of the Hon. Frank
Hiscock, chairman Committee on Appropriations, House of Representatives, dated
Jauuary 24, 1883, with its indorsement, and respectfully submit my views on the
main points presented, and which seem to be, whether a reduction in the number of
civilian employés of the Quartermaster’s Department and the cost of compensation
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DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI DIVISIONS UNITED STATES MILITARY TELE-
GRAPH LINES.

| I
No. I Name. | Occupation. : Station. | Amount “ Rate of hire, &c.
R [ ; T
t CINILIAN EMPLOYES. |
|

1 } C.E. Harney . ...... Operator............ Watrous, N. Mex. S 15 00 l Per month.

2 !‘ E.Jungerman......l....do.......... ..... Fort Supply, Ind. T.! 75 00 \ Do.

3 | Thomas Simpson " Cantonment Ind T. | 60 00 Do.

4| S.E.Smith ........ . do. . Durango, Colo -.....| 30 00 l Do.

5| J.G.Garvin... . San Marcial, N. Mex\ 35 00 | Do.

6 l Thomas Cleary.. Fort 5ill, Ind. T . .\ 70 00 Do.

7 i H. 8. Jennings. Dodge City Kans .. 60 00 Do.

8 | Bertie Page .. . . Fort Elliott, Tex ..., 12 00 Do.

9 { Ed.Cowan ......... Dodge City, Kans .. 5 00 ‘\ Do.

WASHINGTON AND IDAHO DIVISION IIZTNITFD STATES MILITARY TELEGRAPH
ES

1
1 | B.Bravinder ....... | Repairer............ | Spokane Falls, Wash/| 2 00 | Per day, temporary.
21 M. R. Brown........ [ [N -.-| Dayton, Wash ...._. 3 00 Do.
3 | J.G. Hughes ....... t...do ... . Pomwrny, ‘Vash R ‘ 2 00 Do.
4| Wm. Hendershott..|.... do ... ..do .- 4 00 Do.
5 | Fred. L. Door. ...... Messenger and jan- | 20 00 | Per month.

i itor. . i
! i

SEA COAST LINE UNITED STATES MILITARY TELEGRAPH.

\

1| D. W.Burbage ..... Messenger and boat ' Delaware Break-! 40 00 | Per month.
man. water, Del. i
2 1 C.S. Milligan ......| Messenger Norfolk, Va ........ 12 00 Do.
3 | J.H. Ridgway...... Mail carrier . ... Barnewat NJ...... | 6 00 Do.
4| J.C.dJohnson.......|.... d :-.| Cape Lookout, N.C.!| 3 00 Do.
6 | Bovd Bro .......... .. ..| Fort Macon, N.C.. \ 4 00 Do.
6 | R.Jenkins .........0.... Llfe Savmg "Station 4 00 Do.
7 | J. Dosher..c........ Smlthvllle N.C- .[ 10 00 Do.
OFFICE CHIEF SIGNAL OFFICER,
February 5, 1883.
CIVIL EMPLOYES—MISCELLANEOUS.
=)
@
]
Station. Employé. Nature of service. g g
=
B
— . JR
BADZOT. -+ weecaneeecnrnennnen.| T.J.CADNORD -ceemniennooaee. Printer $30 00
Des Moines 4 d.0.Booton . cevaniiin e do 30 00
Eastport .... H. H. Roche walmn 10 00
Grand Haven ... | James Hall ... | ... 10 00
Pittsburgh .......... .. L. W. Herrington . Prmt,er ............... 40 00
Provincetown ....... . John R. Smith ... Civilian assistant... ..... 15 00
Sitka ............oo. A.Kaskeveroff ...........o. i feaeas do 30 00
Thatcher’s Island ... A.Leibmann eeeeaenoanienenafeznnn do 20 00
Buffalo......coeaiaaans . BE.T.Latham ... ........... Printer .. 50 00
Logansport ........... .| H.J. McSheehy.. [ do . 30 00
Nashville ...  W.B. Combs .eneinniiniiieai]eannns do . 40 00
Mount Washington ... 4 C.B.Knowlton ............... Laborer . 35 00
Baltimore . .| Benjamin Harmon ............ Civilian assistant..... . 30 09
Albany..... S.D.Smith ....... ..., Printer .....ccoaiao... . 35 00
Fort Wrangel. S.H.YOung ...oooevvvnnannnn. ObServer ...oee..unn-. .. 5 00
Williamsport. ... -| Detrick Lamade ---........... Printer .... 40 00
Behring Island........ L. Steincger . ....| Observer ............. . 40 00
Petropaulski ... ‘| Dr. Feodoroff .. P P, {1 T . 5 00
Sanford ..... C. A. Lever .. .. do p.d. 50
Fort Chimo, Labrador. L. M. Turner. .do 130 00
Atka, A1ABKR . eennnennns ..| Henry Dix..... PR P do .. . . 500
I

Expenditure during February, 1883, $644.
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RECAPITULATION.

Present annuak
Estimate for |4 ted (xi‘ateofel::pelii
. . stimate for | A ppropriate iture, base
Object of expenditure. 188384, | for 1882'83. omexpenditures
during Febru-
ary, 1883.

Hire of miscellaneous civil employés at Signal Service

stations ™ .. .. ... iiiiiiiiiiiiiiean $15, 500 00 $10, 500 00 $7,728 00
Hire of West India observerst . . 2,300 00 2,300 00 1, 680 00
Hire of special river observers - 3,000 00 3,000 00 2,675 00
Hire of cautionary displaymen............. 7,500 00 7,500 00 3, 288 00
Cotton-belt observations and reports || . N 12,000 00 8,000 00

Total8.enn et e e 40,300 00 31, 300 00

EXPLANATIONS.

*On February 1, 14 civil employés at Signal Service stations were discharged for want of money to-
pay them longer. They were all necessary to the proper performance of the work at stations, and the
service is very much embarrassed by the loss of their help. Nearly all the remaining employés will

have to be discharged on March 1. -
t A reduction in the pay of West India observers was made during August, 1882. The $620 surplus

in the estimate is required for contingent expenses, and to provide for any necessary increase in the

service.
1The surplus of $325 is required to pay for special observations during floods or sudden rises in the

rivers.
§ During the season of navigation on the lakes the annual rate of expenditure is $6,811.50. The

small surplus is required to cover the pay of new displaymen, and to provide for the continuance of
signals on the lakes until December 31, if necessary. The season ended last year on December 15.

|| In 1882, cotton-belt observations were made from April 1 to October 31. 1t is desired to continue
these observations during the entire year. On August 1, 1882, the pay of the observers was reduced
from 25 cents to 20 cents per observation.

STATIONS D1vIsION, OFFICE CHIEF SIGNAL OFFICER,
. February 7, 1883,

MILITARY POSTS.

‘WAR DEPARTMENT,
Washington City, February 3, 1883.

Sir: Referring to your personal interview with General Sherman and myself, re-
specting the estimates for buildings at military posts for the fiscal year ending June
30,1884, I have the honor to inclose herewith a memorandum of the military posts
requiring the first attention, prepared by General Sherman, February 1st, instant, for
the use of your committee. .

The list of estimates annotated by you is herewith returned.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
) ROBERT T. LINCOLN,

Secretary of War.

Hon. FrRANK HISCOCK,
Chairman Committee on Appropriations, House of Representatives.
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NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES,
Washington, D. C., January 24, 1883.

Sir: The undersigned are a committee of the National Academy of Sciences ap-
pointed to promote the observation of the total solar eclipse which takes place on the
6th of May next, and which, on account of its long duration, is the most important
that will occur in this century.

The only place where the eclipse can be observed to advantage is a small island in
tIhe Pacific Ocean in latitude 10° 0’ south, longitude 150° 0’ west, known as Caroline

sland.

The observation of this eclipse by expert spectroscopists may be expected to greatly
advance our knowledge of the constitution of the solar atmosphere; the opportunity
is most favorable for searching for planets within the orbit of Mercury, as well as for
observing other attendant phenomena.

The Academy proposes to send trained observers for the spectroscopic and inter-
mercurial research, and the Royal Society of England has requested that a party sent
by that society might accompany the American party to take photographs of the sun.

We have the honor to ask you, on the part of the National Academy of Sciences,
whether a naval vessel could not be ordered to transport the parties to the point of
observation and back, from either San ¥Francisco or Panama.

The committee find it necessary to apply to Congrass for an appropriation of $5,000
to defray the expenses of transporting the parties from their homes to the ship and
back, their subsistence during the expeditition, the transportation of instruments and
other incidental expenses, and they would respectfully ask you to transmit to the
Appropriations Committee of both houses of Congress, with your approbation of the
object of their request, the following draft of an item to be inserted in the sundry
¢ivil appropriation bill, viz:

“To enable the National Academy of Sciences to make observations of the eclipse of
the sun on the 6th of May next, at an island in the Pacific Ocean, five thousand
dollars, the expenditures to be accounted for by the Superintendent of the Coast and
Geodetic Survey under the rules which govern that work.”

A precedent for this course will be found in the sundry civil bill approved July 15,
1870, when $29,000 was appropriated for observing an eclipse of the sun, under the
direction of the Superintendent of the Coast Survey.

We have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully,
’ J. E. HILGARD.
J. H. C. COFFIN.
ASAPH HALL.
Hon. W. E. CHANDLER,
Seerctary of the Navy, Washington, D, C.

NAvY DEPARTMENT,
I¥ashington, January 18, 1883.

Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith a letter under date of the 13th instant,
with accompanying papers, from the president of the Potomac Steamship Company,
presenting to this department for such action thereon as may be proper, the claim of
that company for damages resulting from a collision which occurred between their
steamer, the Excelsior, and the United States tug Fortune, in Hampton Roads, Va.,
on the 4th day of December, 1852.

The amount claimed is $30,000, including a demand of $10,000 against the company
for salvage.

On the 21st of December last, a court of inquiry was convened at Norfolk, and in
pursuance of orders from the department entered upon an investigation of all the
circumstances attending said collision, which investigation was concluded on the 2d
instant.

It appears from the finding and opinion of the court that the United States tug
Fortune was alone responsible for the collision, which resulted from mismanagement
on the part of that vessel.

In presenting this claim the company undertake to produce within a reasonable
period the necessary proofs of the various items of damage embraced therein.

While I am, as at present advised, inclined to the opinion that the claim may be
found, on a further and more thorough examination, to be to some extent larger than
it should be, yet, in view of the fact that there can be no question as to the liability
of the government for actual damages resulting from the collision, I deem it proper
to recommend that suitable provision be made in order that when the amount of such
liability shall have been ascertained by a board of officers to be appointed for that
purpose, payment thereof may be promptly made.

I therefore respectfully suggest, in view of the amount of the claim, that a clause -
be inserted in the next appropriation bill for the supply of deficiencies, appropriating
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OCTOBER 27, 1832.
BRISTOL, 88:
Subscribed and sworn to by said L. C, Owen before me.
F. B. GREENE,
Notary Public.

NEwW BEDFORD, Ociober 30, 1882,

BRISTOL, 88:

I, Frank Reynolds, chief engineer of steamer North Star, on oath say that the fore-
going extract from the log-book of the North Star is a true copy, and that the memo-
randum of coal nsed and provisions and clothing distributed to the crew of the Rodgers

is correct.
FRANK REYNOLDS.

OcToBER 30, 1882.
BRrisTOL, 88
Subscribed and sworn to by said Reynolds before me.
[sEAL.] THOMAS M. STETSON,
Notary Public.

CLEVELEND, OH10, Oclober 25, 1882.
DEAR Sik: Below find copy of open letter left by me at Plover Bay:

‘‘The Rodgers was totally destroyed by fire in St. Lawrence Bay November 30, 1881.
Communicate witli us as soon as possible, as we are entirely dependent on the natives
for everything, and their food is very low.

¢ Respectfully, &ec.
“H. S. WARING, Master, U. 8. N.”

EBBITT HOUSE,
Washinglon, D. .C., October 14, 1882,

DEAR SIR: I received some time since your letter of September 21, and have been
waiting anxiously for my papers from San Francisco, in order to glve you a copy of’
the letter asked for. I have not yet received them, a,nd will, therefore, have to give-
merely a statement of the contents. When I concluded to go 'to the westward I wrote
from Idledla, the small island west of Serdze, a letter which was sent to Plover Bay,
it being addressed to the master of the first whaler that should visit that port, re-
questing that one of the whaling fleet would come to Saint Lawrence Bay and take
on board the crew of the Rodgers and take them to Saint Michael’'s. I mentioned in
that letter that a steamer was preferred and that the crew were hvmg onnative food,
and also gave the date of the burning of the ship. I do not recollect now any more
that was said. I wish to thauk you Tor your kindness in looking out for my mail
and other favors that you did me personally. I have asked for a written statement
of your kind treatment of the crew and officers while on board of your ship, with the
hope of having it officially recognized in a letter from the department. -

It will always afford me great pleasure to renew our acquaintance, and I appreciate -
fully the generous feeling expressed in your letter.

Yours, truly,
R. M. BERRY,
. Lieutenant, United States Navy.
Capt. L. C. OWENS,
Vineyard Haven, Mass.
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This park is not near extensive enough to be used as a drive. Its great nse must
be to atford room for recreation and for taking the air in the scason of heat, and there
will still remain, atter the occupation of two acres, ample space for visitors and for
children and nurses.

The other sites mentioned in these notes are high and dry, and any one of them
can be used should the one which I consider most convenient and most desirable (Ju-
diciary Square) fail to be approved. The obhjection to them is simply remoteness
from the lines of business communication and from the habitations of the people, and

some doubt as to the comparative health of the sonthern part of the city, now, and-

during the operation of reclaiming the marshy islands in the Potomae River.

The 1,500 clerks who occupy the Pension building will have several thousands of
connections, and will naturally incline to bring their family residences within con-
venient distances of the place of their daily work, provided that it be in a healthy
part of the city. No more healthy district in this eity is known than that which lies
abont the northern part of Judiciary Square.

The assessed value of the land on the blocks north, east, and west of this s'te is
between &1 and 82 persquare foot; that of the Lund aronnd th Department of the
Interior is between 32 and 35 per square foot, and the location ot the Pension huild-
ing upon this site will in a short time advance prices, and so benelit those few pro-
prietors who may be supposed to have some right to objeet to a great building iuter-
fering with the view which they now enjoy over an open public square.

M. C. MELGS,
Supervising Engincer and Arehitect, Drt. Maj. Gen, U, S, L,
WasnixGroxN, D. C., October 20, 15n2.

WasiiNGgTox, D, CL) January 22, 1833,

DEAR Sir: Permit me to call vour'attention to the peed of further appropriation
for the new Pension building.

The words of the Iaw are as follows: ,

“For the erection of a brick and metal tire-proof building, to be nsed and occupied
by the Pension Bureau, in accordance with plans to be approved by the Seeretary of
War and the Secretary of the Interior, under the supervision of General M. ¢ Meios,
late Quartermaster-General, United States Army, retived, the sum ot two hundred and
fifty thousand dollars appropriated by the sundey civil act approved Mareh thid,
cighteen hundred and eighty-oue, is hereby reappropriated and made availabie for
this purpose.  Said building to be erected in the openspace opposite the Smithsonian
Grounds, at the intersection of Ohio and Louisiana avennes and Tenth and Tweltth
streets, in the City of Washington, or apon such other government reservation in said
city as may be selected by the Secretary of the Interior, the Secretary of War, and
General M. C. Meigs, subject to the approval of the President: LProvided, That the
Attorney-General shall approve the title of the United States thereto: Provided further,
That the total cost of snch building shall not exceed the sum of four hundred thousand
dollars.”

The site mentioned in the law (but for which it was expressly declared, in the de-
bate, that no decided preference existed) was thoronghly examined. I drove five
piles to depths varying from 19 feet to 264 feet. A sixth pile met sonie obstruction at
13 feet below snrface. It was evident that no heavy building conld be erected on that
site without extensive and thorough piling, which is costly. Also, the subsoil was
found by test pits, sunk to the depth of twenty tect, to be thoroughly saturated with
foul matters, among which is gas-tar, the retuse of was works. Years ago, the city
gas works stood upon the cdge of this site, part of which was then embraced within
a basin of the Washington Caual, into which, for years, the retuse and drainage of the
gas works flowed.

A huilding erected on thisg soil conld have no cellar, no vaults for the reception of
the boilers necessary for the heating, and no undergronnd storage for fucl.

The last great ice flood in the Potomac River, on the 12th of February, 1331, tlooded
this reservation to the depth of 4% feet, which wonld malke it necessary, in order to
keep sately the papersand farniture on the gronnd floor of any building there placed,
to raise that floor to the height of at least 5 or 6 feet above the site itself.

I inclose a copy of the report made on the 20th of October, 13=2, to the honorable
the Secretury of the Interior (and also laid before the honorable Secretary of War),
after whiech, and personal view of this site and of others, they decided, in accordance
with the law, that the building shonld be erected upon the northern portion ot Jndi-
ciary Square.

As soon as plans suited to the site thus fixed conld be prepared, they were laid be-
fore those officers, and having been approved on the 1st of November, 1872, work was
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error. The Attorney-Geuneral, using his discretion as to the dishursement of this ap-
propriation, has found it necessary to keep on hand a cousiderable sum in order to
meet any exigency which might arise; for this reason a much larger suni than is liable.
under ordinary cu‘cumstances, to be nbed is held during the ]ast months of the fiscal
year, and if exigencies requiring the e\pvndltnre of tlns sum do not arise, a large
surplus is turned into the T reasury. But the fact that it is necessary for the Attor-
ney-Genceral to keep in 1eserve a large portion of this appropriation prevents himn
from making many examinations that would be of areat benefit to the public service.
and which wonld be made, provided the appropr iation was increased as reconnended,
so that he might employ a regll]:n‘ force of'agents large enongl to malke a thorough and
prompt examination of every district, whenever it is suspected that the public inter-
ests are not heing properly cared for by the marshals and otlier ofticers there.  The
appropriation now asked for by me, viz, $30,000, after a careful calcniation, is be-
lieved to be large enough to both meet cevery exigency of the service, and also to
promptly and thoroughly iuvestigate the accounts of officers in the several districts
who, either from ignorance of the law or indifference to their duties, are not properly
protecting the public interest

The necessity of these investigations is shown not only by the amount of irregulari-
ties discovered or disallowances made, but from the reduced expenditures of the dis-
tricts. In Kentucky,forinstance, the expenses for 18381 were §82,992.16 5 whereas, after
an examination was made, they fell, in 1382, to $69,722.80. It will therefore be seen
that the Attorney-General, by having the force which Le requests of Congress, would
not only be enabled to greatly improve the service, but the disallowances made npon
the reports of agents actually exceed the amount appropriated by Congress for their
payment, to say notling of the reduced expenses in the several distriets after examina-
tions are made. v

It is impossible to state in detail the work performed by the agents of this depart-
ment during the past year, because it is not only their duty to examine into the otii-
cial conduct and accounts of the conrt officers, but it is also their duty to instruct
these officers how to prepare their accounts and to properly aud economically eonduct
the business of their districts. It ay be stated in a general manner, however, that
during the year one hundred and thirty-niue cases havo bheen 1Lfe11ed to them for in-
vestigation, classitied as follows:

-

Conduct and accounts of marshals and deputies...._....._.. e 5]
Conduct of attorneys and assistants. ... ... ... ... ... ... .. e 10
Condnet of clerks. ... .. ... . ... e e e e S ee. B
Conduct of territorial judges.._ ........ e PO B
Conduct of commissioners..... e e il .3
Lease of COMTt-TOONIS . - o . ot im it ittt iaaa e iaaaceccaan e 5
Custody and ill-treatment of United btatcs pl‘lb()l](‘lb ............ R 3 |
Acceunts of supervisors of elections...... ... 2
Miscellaneous cases 41

Total ...t e e e e e 139

An examination of the reports of the agents shows that they have recommended,
during the past year, the disallowance of accounts amounting to nearly $100,000; ot
this there will doubtless be some allowances by the accounting officers of the Treas-
ury upon explanations, but it is believed that these allowances will not reduce the
amonnt more than 25 per -cent., which will bl)(l“’ a saving of about $75,000 as a
result of the work of the agents during the past year. This docs not include the
continuous saving made in the care and LllbLOdY of Umtul States prisoncers in the State
jails and penitentiaries. The saving in this direction alone, it iy belicved, will reach
$25,000, and I have accordingly rednced my estimate for the support of prisoners
during "the coming fiscal year 825 000, which is in addition to a reduction of 10,000
in the estimates for the support of cml\'icts last year.

The amount of meney saved by the examiners is considered but of slight conse-
quence as compared with the beneficial eftect they have upon the service.

I have caused the agents employed and paid out of this fund to report to me mii-
nutely the result of their labors, and I am satisfied that the appropriation which is
asked for, viz, 530,000, is absolutely necessary to economically and efficiently adnun-
ister the affairs of the department; and to carry out the plans which I have in view
it is essential that the increase of 5,000 shonld be made, which estimate I have fixed,
after a careful calenlation, at the lowest possible figure, preferring hereafter to ask
Congress for an additional appropriation upon a statement of results obtained during
the commn fiscal year rather than ask for a greater amount now.

Ver3 respectfully,
BENJAMIN HARRIS BREWSTER,
Attorney-General.

Hon. FRANK HISCOCK,
Chairman Committee on Appropriations, House of Representatives.













