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J\tiE~SAGE 

FROM THE 

PRESIDENT OF 'rHE UNITE I) STATES, 

C0:\11\WNICATJNG, 

In compliance with a Tesolution of the Senate, copies of tlw correspondence 
betuJeen the TVar Department and Governor Call, concerning tlze 1var 
in Florida. 

MARCH 12, 1840. 
Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

WASHINGTON, JJ1arch 11, 1840. 
Sm: ln compliance with the resolution of the Senate, dated the·4th of 

February, 1840, I have the honor to transmit, herewith, copies of the 
correspondence between the Department of War and Governor Call, con­
earning the war in Florida. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
M. VAN BUREN. 

Hon. R. M. JoHNSON, 

President of the Senate. 

WAR DEPARTMENT, ..!JJarch 11, 1840. 
SIR: In obedience to yonr direction, I have the honor to transmit, 

with: copies of the correspondence between the Department of War 
Governor Call, concerning the war in Florida, as called ior by the 

tion of the Senate, dated the 4th February, 1840. 
V cry respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

J. R. POINSET'r. 
To the PnESIDENT of tile United JS"tates. 

WAR DEPARTMENT, JJ-Iay 25, 1836. 
SIR: 1 enclose, for your information, the copy of a letter this day ad­

dressed to General Clinch. ~hould General Scott leave, or have le1t the 
Territory, and should General Clinch not continue in service, you are 
then authorized to assume the command of the regular forces and militia 
serving in Florida, aud to employ the same in the best manner for the 
defence of the country and the speedy subjugation of the. Indians. 
Blair & Rives, priuters. 



[ 278] 

I acknowledged, some time since, the receipt of your letter proposing a 
summer campaign for the rEduction of the Indians. In the event of the 
command devolving upon you, under the circumstances above stated, you 
are authorized to organize an expedition for this purpose. You will please, 
however, to advert to the considerations stated in the letter to General 
Clinch, with respect to the service of· the troops, and the dan·gers of the 
climate; and you must form your judgment on a view of the whole cir­
cumstances. In these suggestions the President fnlly concurs; and it is 
his desire that the operations should be conducted as vigorously as possible. 
I enclose, herewith, a copy of two acts of Congress: one entitled " An act 
to provide for the payment of volunteers and militia corps in the service 
of the United States;" and the other " authorizing the President of the 
United States to accept the services of volunteer:;, and to raise an addi­
tional regiment of dragoons, or mounted riflemen." . I am instructed by the 
President to request that you· will canse to be raised in the .Territory of 
Florida 1,000 volunteers, to be called immediately into the service of the 
United States. The act of Congress provides that the officers shall be 
appointed agreeably to the laws of the State or Territory where they are 
raised. When corps already organized tender their services, they will be 
accepted with their present organization. When this is not the case, and 
the men are to be engnged individually, they will, in the first instance, be 
arranged into companies;, and then into battalions, regiments, and a brigade. 
When existing corps do not tender their services, the basis of the organiza­
tion will be the present militia laws of the United States. These are the 
acts of Congress of May 8, 1792; of January 2: 1795; of March 2, 1803; 
of April H3, 1814; and of April 20, 1816: An abstract accompanies this 
letter, showing the mode of organization, and the number and rank of the 
officers. You will conform your arrangements to the principles of these 
laws, as herein explained. Taking into view the acts of Congress of May 
8, 1792: in the third section of which the organization is limited to where 
the same may be convenient, and also the fourth section of the act of the 
24th May, 1836, a discretionary power apvears to be vested in the Pre­
sident on the subject of organization generally. It must, therefore, be · 
controlled by the number of men, and by other circumstances. You will 
organize your companies so as to contain fifty privates each. 'rhe officers, 
non-commissioned officers, and musicians, will be regulated by the above 
acts of Congress. You will organize the companies'immediately into bat­
talions, placing five companies in each battalion. These battalions will 
form two regiments, and one brigade. Should circumstances not enable 
you to raise the whole number specified, you must organize those who 
may volunteer upon those principles. 

It is scarcely necessary that I shonld urge upon you the most prompt 
action upon this subject. Orders will be issued to Captain Shannon to 
muster the men into service as fast as the companies are formed. You 
will immediately employ them in the defence of the country until General 
Scott or General Clinch shnll make permanent arrangements for their 
service. · 'l'he necessary orders wpl be given to the Quartermaster's, Sub­
sistence, and Pay Departments, to provide the funds for any disbursements 
:that may be required, as fast as necessary. Authority having already been 
given to you for procuring arms and ammunition, it is not necessary again 
·to renew the order. Instructions will also be given for issuing the neces­
sary camp equipage. 
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It is proper to observe, that the provision in the second section of the act 
of May 21, 18:36, "which allows to volunteers a commutation for clothing 
when called into actual service," must be construed to give them a claim for 
such commutation from that time, which will be paid to them at the same 
time, and in the same manner, as they rec~ive their monthly pay. No other 
construction can be given to the law, as it is impossible to tell, until the end 
of the service, the whole amount of commutation which moy be due to a 
volunteer. 'rhe pay of these volunteers · will not commence until they are 
called into service, and they · have reached the place of rendezvous; and 
they will, in all cases, be engaged to serve for twelve months thereafter, un­
less sooner discharged. 

My letter to General Clinch will have advised you of the arrangements 
with respect to the Tennessee volunteers. I beg, in addition, that you would 
keep up a constant communication with General Jesup, that he may be able 
to take his ulterior measures with a full knowledge of existing circum-
stances. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

His Excellency R. K. CALL, 
Governor of Florida, Tallahassee. 

WAR DEPAR'l'MENT, May 26: 1836. 
SIR: If General Jesup: in the course of the campaign, shall move int() 

Florida, and General Scott shall be absent, he will, of course, be entitled to, 
and will assume the command of the military operations in that quarter. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LEWIS CASS. 

His Excellency R. K. CALL, 
Governor of Florida, Tallahassee. 

V\r AR DEPARTMENT, June 1, 1836. 
SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letters of .May 

16th and l8tb, both of which arrived yesterday. 
Upon referring to the communications addressed to you on the 25th ul­

~imo, Y?H will perceive that the arrangements there made for the campaign · 
In Flonda render unnecessary, at this time, any measures of this depart-
ment in relation to the subject of your letter. / 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C. A. HARRIS, 

His Excellency R. K. CALL, 
Acting Secretary of War. 

Govenwr of Florida, Tallahassee. 

WAR DEPARTMENT, June 8, l836. 
SIR: Your letter of the 24th ultimo has this moment been received. 
Having in my previous letters communicated to you the arrangements 

which it had been thought best to adopt for the defence of Florida, it is not 
necessary that I should again advert to the subject generally. General 
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:Scott has left the Territory, and this department is not yet informed whether ­
G€nernl Clinch will resume his military duties. I understand that he is 
pvobably at St. Mary's, Georgia; and duplicate communications have been 
~ent to him, one of which the postmaster at Milledgeville was requested to . 
forward to him by express. If: on the receipt of this letter, you should not 
have ascertained his determination, I would thank you to communicate 
with him, and inquire whether he intends to continue in the service. This 
you will please do without delay, and by an express, whose expenses will be 
paid by the department; and if, 011 the receipt of his answer, yon find that 
.he does not expect to resume the command in Florida, you will at once 
take upon yourself the command of all the regular troops, volunteers and 
militia, who may be employed there: and use your best endeavors for the 
defence of the country, under the instructions heretofore given. It seems 
to me that your sug!Sestions are very just; bnt, at this distance, and with 
the imperfect knowlerlge we have of the topography of the country, it is 
impossible to speak with any certainty upon the subject. 'rhe instructions 
<>f General Jesup, a copy of which was transmitted to yon, will have shown 
you that the department was fully aware of the importance of preventing 
all communication between the Creek~ and Seminoles, and therefore in­
structed General Jesup, among the first measures, to station a force on the 
~outhern part of the Creek country with that view. 

I enclose: for yonr information, a copy of the order issueEl from the Ad­
jutant GeuP-ral's office, authorizing yon to assume the command in Floridat, 
in the event of the absence of General Scott and General Clinch. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servanr, 
LEvVIS CASS . . 

His Excellency R. K. CALL, 

Governor of Florida, T(~llalzassee. 

'VAR Dr~PARTMENT, .June 18, 1836. 
Sm.:· 1 ha\·e but a moment to inform yon that General Clinch has re~ 

.11ewed the tender of his resignation, which has been accepted. I presume 
yon have ascertained this fact ere this, and that yon are already in the com­
mand of the troops in Florida. If not, you will please to assume the com-
mand without delay. · -

Governor Cannon is proceeding to raise the volnnteers which have been 
.as1wd from the State of Tenaessee. The number assigned to 'Vest Ten- ­
Ilessee is from twelve to fifteen hundred, who are all to be mounted. They 
are to rendezvous at Fayetteville on the 1st of July. Directions will be 

. immediately given for them to proceed to Tallahassee, and to place them­
.selves under your command. I will write to you again in the beginning 
.cf the week. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LKW'IS CASS. 

His Excellency R. K. CALL, 

Governor of Plorida, Tallahassee. 
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WAR DEPARTMENT, June 20, 18~6. 

Sm: I addressed yon a short letter on Sntnrday, informing you that 
General Clinch's resignation had been accepted, and renewing the author­
ity for yon to take command of the regular troops and militia servit~g in 
Florida. It is the expectation of the President that you will employ them 
in the best manner in the subjugation of the Indians, and the protection of 
the country. rrhe proper operations must be committed to your own dis­
cretion. rrbe President is disposed to think well of the plan suggested by 
you ; but there are also many circumstances which must have weight in 
such a matter, that the proper measures can only be determined upon where 
they are to be carried into effect. Among those, not the least important is 
the climate. It is obvious tl<lat a very great risk of humau life, from its in­
salubrity, ought not to be, unless the state of the country absolutely requires 
such an exposure. Opinions upon the subject of carrying on a campaign 
during the summer have been va-riant. You mnst exercise a souud discre­
tion upon the whole matter. 

I enclose a copy of a letter this day addressed to General Scott, by which 
you will see that orders have been given to him to send to yonr 11id 1,000 
of the west 'Tennessee rntmnted men, sbonld you n~1t succeed in raisiug the 
volunteer force authorized by my letter of May 25th. 

You will immediately communicate to General Scott your views upon 
the matter, and likewise npon the subject of yonr operations generally, as 
his movements aud yours may affect each other. 

I enclose, also, an extract of the instructions of January 21, given to Gen. 
Scott, on the subject of the final disposition of the Seminok Indians. Should 
you SUCCeed in reducing them to submission, yon will Crtl'l'y into effect the 
measures directed in that letter. The 'Tennessee troops will be armed, and 
I presume that yon have ere this procured a sufficient quantity of nrms 
for the use of such of your militia as, from time to time, may be called into 
service. Colonel Bomford will correspond with you on the subject of arms 
and ammunition. General Towson has directed a paymaster to proceed 
immediately to '1\tllahassee, who, I presun1E', will hnve reached there before 
you receive this letter. He will prry all the militia and volunteers who have 
been, or mt1y be, in the service of the Ullitec\ States. General Towson wil1 
communicate with you upon this snbjcct. I understnnd that Captain Shan­
non is at Tallahassee, with full authority to make all P"yment.s on accouut · 
of the Quartermaster's Department. The acting Qunrterrnaster General 
will inform yon of his arrangements. The Corrnnissary Ge11ernl of Sub­
sistence will also communicate with yon on the sn bject of provisions; and 
all requisitions which you may find it necessnry to make n pon the officers 
of the various departments, in order to carry on yonr operations, will be 
promptly complied with. All the necessary means will be plnc( ·d at their 
disposal. '"rhe Surgeon General will, iu like mnnner, communicate with you. 

You were, some time since~ informed that arrangements were made for 
the employment of five steamboats: and for having a part of these manned 
by seamen from the navy. You will perceive that, in my instructions to 
General Scott, I have rrqnested him to allow one or more of these boats to 
ply in such places as you may direct. I wonld recommend that yon cor­
respond with him upon this point, nnd also with the proper naval officer. 

"Should yon, however, not receive the aid of these boats, and shonld require 
them, you will procure them elsewhere if practicable; and should you find 
boats of other descriptions necessary, you are at liberty to have them pur-
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chased or cottstructed, and, indeed, to procure whatever else may be neces­
sary to your operations, nnd in accordance with the usages of the service. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LEWIS CASS. 

His Excellency R. K. CALL, 
Governor of Florida, Tallahassee. 

WAR DEPARTMENT, June ~5, 1836. 
Sra: I enclose, for your information, copies and extracts of letters from · 

Major General Scott, in which he makes . his suggestions respecting the 
preparations that will be necessary f()f conducting the campaign against the 
Seminole Indians during the next autumn. As you have recommended an 
expedition against those Indians the present summer, and have received au­
thority and means to undertake it, it would not be proper for the department 
at this time to direct any prelirninary arrangements looking to operations 
hereafter. As, however, an expedition of this nature must be necessarily 
uncertain in its results, it jg proper to refer the whole matter to you, the 
command in Florida being vested in you~ to cause such preparations to be 
made for the suhjngation of the Seminole Indian~ as the circumstances of 
the country Q.nd the natnre of the warfare may require. This subject is 
therefore committed to your discretir..~n; and should you find that a renewal 
of operations will be necessary hereafter, you will then please to proceed 
to have all such arrangements made as you may deem necessary to their 
speedy and successful issue. Yon will have before you the suggestions oC 
General Scott, and, after considering them, you will determine for yourself' 
what preparatiuns may be required, and take your measures accordingly. 
The various staff officers will procure such supplies as yon may require; 
and should articles be wanted which cannot be furnished in Florida, ar­
rangements must be made for procuring them where they can be got upon 
the best terms. In cases where the expenditures will be considerable, and 
where supplies can probahly be obtained upon better terms in the Atlantic 
cities, and transported to Florida in season for your operations, you had bet-
ter correspond \virh the chiefs of the military bureaus at this place, and 
request them to have the articles procured and furwarded. If steamboats are 
purchased under the recent authority to employ them upon the Gulf of 
Mexico, nn<i upon the rivers running into it, they can be used in the opera­
tions against thP. Seminoles, as it i& to be presumed that the Oreek difficul­
ties will be over before the uutu mn. If hired only for the above purpose, the­
contract will be continued, or they must be purchased, at your discretion. 
As to the establishment of posts, the collection of depots of provisions, the 
means of transportation, and the preparations of all other articles and sup­
plies which may be required for these anticip<:~ted operations, you will make 
such arrangements as yon may dee111 proper, the moment you become satis­
,:fied that the state of things will reqnire these arrangements. 'l'he whole 
subject is committed to you. If the Indians are not suhdued previously, a 
vigoron~ eff:Ht must be made to terminate these hds~ilities as soon as the 
.heats of snrnmer are over; and they mnst, under any circumstances, be put 
an elld to. 

Very respectfnllr, your obedient servant, 
LEWIS CASS. 

His Excellencv R. K. CALL, 
Gvv~ruor of Plorida, Tallahassee. 



7 [ 278] 
I . 

WAR DEPARTMENT, July 11, 1836. 
SIR: I enclose, for your information, the copy of a letter this day ad­

dressed to General Jesup; and have to request that you would communi-
cate your views to him on the subject. ' 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LBWIS CASS. 

His Excellency R. K. CALL, 
Governor of fi 1lorida, Tallahassee. 

WAR DEPARTMENT, July 19, 1836. 
Sm: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 

5th instant, communicating your plan of operations for the reduction ot 
the Seminoles. 

In answer to your request that 250 or 300 seamen and marines may be 
furnished from the squadron, I have to state that Commodore Dallas has 
received ample instructions and authority from the Navy Department to 
comply with your requisitions. And as it is probable that the boats on the 
Chattahoqchee will not long be required there, I would suggest that you 
communicate with General Jesup upon the subject of transferring them to 
any point at which yon think they will be of service. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

His Excellency R. K. CALL, 
Governor of Florida, Tallahassee. 

C. A. HARRIS, 
Acting Secretary of JVar. 

WAR DEPARTMENT, Jitly 20, 1836. 
SrR: I beg leave, respectfully, to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 

of the 7th instant. 
I a vail myself of this occasion to correct an error in the phraseology of 

my letter of yesterday. Instead of saying that Commodore Dallas has 
been instructed to comply with your requisitions, the rEmark should have 
been, that he had been instructed to co-operate with you. This correction 
is necessary to prevent any misconception of the relations of that officer to 
yourself. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. C. A. HARRIS, 

His Excellency R. K. CALL, 
Acting Secretary of War. 

Governor of Florida: Tallahassee. 

WAR DEPARTMENT, July 28, 1836. 
SIR: I have received yonr letter of the 15th instant, with the general 

order of General Scott, of July 2, directing the Tennessee volunteers to be 
mustered into service for three months. 
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I have the honor to state, in reply, that these troops were directed, in the 
first instance, to be received for twelve months; but, at the instance of 
Governor Cannon, tbey were mustered for six months. For a shorter term 
the law would not permit them to be accepted. 

Very respectfully, your obedient serv.ant, 
C. A. HARRIS, 

His .Excellency R. K. CALL, 
Acting Secretary of War. 

Governor of Florida, Tallahassee. 

; : ~ J 

, WAR DEPARTMENT, August 3,.1836 . 
.._ SIR: l have had the honor to receive your letter of the 21st ultimo, trans-

mitting Captain Lee's report of the action at Micanopy. . 
Your recommendation that brevets should be conferred upon this officer 

and Lieutenants Humphreys and rralcott will be laid before the President, 
upon his return to this city. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C. A. HARRIS. 

His 8xcellency R. K. CALL, 

Acting Secretary of War. 

Governor of Florida, Tallahassee, 'Fa. 

WAll DEPARTMENT, August 15, 1836. 
SIR: I have the bono~ to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 

31st ultimo, with its enclosures. 
In answer to the Iutter part of your communication, I have the honor to 

enclose yon copies of my letters to you, of July 19 and 20, on the subject of 
your request for seamen to aid you in an expedition up the Withlacoochie 
river. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

His Excellency R. K. CALL, 

C. A. HARRIS, 
Acting Secretary of fVar. 

Governor of Florida, Tallahassee. 

WAR DEPARTMENT, Aug·ust 25, 1836. 
SIR: I have had the honor to receive your letter of the 12th instant, with 

its enclosures. 
'l'his department has no control over the revenue cutters. By law, the 

President is authorized to transfer them from the Treasury to the Navy 
Department, when the public interest requires that measure. They will 
remain, then, subject to the control of the Navy Department. As the cutters 
which have been transferred have been regularly attached to the naval 
command, I feel unwilling to ask the Navy Department to detach them 
therefrom, as such a step would seem to reflect upon the commanding 
officer. · 
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Permit me to recommend your frankly corresponding with Captain Dal­
las; and I cannot but think that that otlicer will take, npon yonr suggestion, 
all such measures as the public interest may seem to demand. Should you 
find it indispensable that some vessel shou1d be under your immediate direc­
tion, would it not bo better to employ one of the steamboats already engnged, 
or to procure another for that purpose? 

I agree with you as to the propriety of checking the intercourse between 
the Spanish fishermen and the Indians, nnd I trust t.hat yourself and Com­
modore Dallas will both take all the measures in your power to effect that 
<>bject. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LE,VIS CASS. 

His Excellency R. K. CALL, 
Governm· of Ptorida, 1'allahassee, Jia. 

WAR DEPARTMENT, September 17, 1836. 
SIR: I have had the honor to receive your letter of the 5th instant,' 

enclosing the report of Major Pierce, of the action at Micanopy, and com­
municating the intelligence of Captain Shannon's death. 

The vacancy occasioned by the decease of Captain Shannqn hns been filled 
by the appointment of Lieutenant Pichell, who will be ordered to report to 
yon for duty. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

His Excellency R. K. CALL, 

C. A. HARRIS, 
Acting Secretary of V ~ . 

Governor of Plorida, Tallahassee, Pa. 

\V AR DEPARTMENT, October 7, 1836. 
SIR: I have the honor to nclmowledge the receipt of yours of the 18th 

ultimo, in which you enclose copies of letters from yourself to Commodore 
Dallas and General Jesup, and have submitted them to the President; who 
has instructed me to say that, as far as be undetstands the localities, the 
plan of operations you have determined on, as developed in the letter to 
General Jesup, seems to him judicious. 

In regard to that portion of yonr letter to General Jesup in which you 
censure the department for not acting "with the promptuess and energy 
which the importancP. of the case required," in respect to a suggestion of 
yours, that Commodore Dallas should be instructed to gnard the coast of 
Florida, so as to prevent aU intercon..rse between the Indians nnd traders, I 
have to observe that it is deemed highly inrlecorous, improper, and unjust. 
You cannot but be aware that this department has no control over naval 
operations; and all it can do, in a case like that in question, is to bring the 
suLject before the proper branch of the F~xecutive, and suggest the propri­
ety of the appropriate measures being taken. There has been no instance 
where this has not been done by this department, with all the promptness 
and energy which the case has demanded; and your assumption to the con­
trary is entirely groundless. Nor is it believed that the Navy Department 
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. has failed in any instance to act with as much promptitude and vigor as the 
circumstances required, and n trne regard to the public interest committed 
to its charge would . permit. Full and positive instructions have heen re­
peatedly given to Commodore Dallas, by the Secretary of the Navy, to co­
operate with you, with all the measures in his power, in putting an end to 
the Seminole hostilities. 

Equally groundless and inappropriate is your censure of the department 
respecting the "crazy steamboats." Forming an opinion from your own 
communications, it was merely suggested that the employment of one of 
the Government .steamboats might oe useful for the purpose in view. 'rhis 
department certainly had no expectation that yon would, in acting on !he 
suggestion, select a ''crazy" one; the more especially, as you had already 
been invested with full' power to buy or charter, according to circumstances, 
whatever vessels might be necessary for yonr marine operations. 

'rhis letter has been seen and approved by the President. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

His Excellency R. K. CALL, 

C. A. HARRIS, 
Acting Secretary of War. 

Governor of Ptorida, Tallahassee, Fa. 

WAR DEPARTMENT, October 10, 1836. 
SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 

22d ultimo, enclosing copies of letters from Major Pierce to you; one of 
which relates to the want of officers in Florida. Measures will be imme­
diately talu!n to remeely the evils complained of in this letter. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C. A. HARRIS, 

His Excellency R. K. CAJ ... L, 
Acting Secretary of War. 

Governor of Florida, 1'allaltassee, Fa. 
• 

vVAR DEPARTMENT, October 15, 1836. 
·SIR: I have had the honor to receive your letter of the 23d ultimo,. 

transmitting a ropy of Colonel Warren's report of the action between the, 
troops under his command and a party of Indians on the 18th September. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C. A. HARRIS, 

Acting Secretary of War. 
His Excellency R. K. CALL, 

Governor of Florida, Tallahassee, Fa. 

"vV AR DEPARTMENT, November 4, 1836. 
SrR: On the 29th ultimo a rumor reached this city, through the Charles­

ton papers, that you had marched, with the troops nnder your immediate· 
comm(lnd, to the Withlacoochie, and there discovered the enemy in consid-

.. 
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erable force; and that, instead of crossing the river and attacking him, yon 
had fallen back upon Fort Drane to obtain provisions. Fwrn the tenor of 
your last despatch, under date of October lOth, in which yon stated that 
Major Pierce had united with you the day bef0rn, making yonr force thir­
teen hundred and fifty strong, and bringing seven days' rations for the 
'vhole army; that, with these supplies, you intended marching to the 
Withlacoochie, in the hope of encountering the enemy in his stronghold;. 
and that the depots at Volnsia, and at the mouth of the 'Vitblacoochier 
would afford the means of replenishing your supplies, it was confidently 
hoped that this rumor would prove erroneous. It was, however, substan­
tially confirmed by various communications received during the early part 
of the present week, which also gave us the additional intelligence that Col. 
Lane, with the regulars and friendly Indians under his command, . afrer 
marching from Tampa Bay 1o the Withlacoochie, had also retired to Fort 
Drane; that the Tennessee brigade, having sustained a serious loss in 
horses, and being destitute of forage, had been moved to Black creek; and 
that, in consequence of these untoward events, and for the want of horses, 
transportation, and supplies, your operations are likely to be suspended for 
several weeks. The mails since, though they have not brought us any._ 
communications from yourself, have furnished ample details as to all these· 
eve11ts; which have been still further elucidated by the verbal statements of 
Lieutenant Mitchell, lately of yeur stnff, who, it appears, had been de­
spatched to this place and Philadelphia on business connected with the re­
plenishing of your supplies. That officer also reports that, at the time of 
his departure, you were suffering severely from sickness and fatigue. 

In the mean time the preparation of such orders from this departmentr 
·as the exigency of the case requires, has been deferred in tJ:e hope of re­
ceiving your officlal report; but the mail of the last night having failed t() 
bring it, it is deemed indispensable to the public interest to take, without 
further delay, such measures as appear to be required by the facts within 
the knowledge of the department. 

Although no definitive judgment has been formed as to the occurrences 
above referred to, 1 am yet in~tructed by the President to express to yo11 
his disappointment and surprise that you should have commenced the exe­
cution of a campaign of so much importance: and so long meditated, with­
out first taking effectual measures to secure · all needful supplies from the 
various depots, which, for several months, have been subject to your or­
ders; and: above all, that, after approaching with so large a force within 
so short a distance of the enemy, and finding him apparently disposed to 
give battle, you should have retired without a more serious attf'mpt to cross 
the ri ~'el' and to drive him from his position. This disappointment and 
regret are greatly increased by the considerations that these retrograde 
movements will probably have the effect to expose the frontiers to new in­
vasions by marauding parties, and to encourage the Indians in their resist .. 
ance, thereby increasing, beyond what might otherwise have been needed, 
the severity of the measures which will now be required to subdue them. 
It is due to these considerations, and also to the army and to yourself, that 
the circumstances connected with your late movements should be distinctly 
explained; and in case you shall not have transmitted a full report on the 
subject before the rec_eipt of this communication, you will do so without 
delay. In the mean time, it is hoped th[\t the army will soon be prepared · 
to resrrme offensive operations ; but as there is reasmi to fear that the state 
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of your health will not allow you to finish the campaign with the prompti­
tude and energy which the crisis demands, the President deems it expedi­
ent to relieve you from the comnmnd. By his direction 1 have, therefore, 
this day instructed Major General Jesup, if he shall not already have 
united with you, to do so at once, or to communicate with you on the sub­
ject without delay, and thereupon to · assume the command of the army 
serving in Florida, which you will accordingly be pleased to transfer to 
him. A copy of the despatch to him is herewith transmitted to you, atJd 
the original is borne by the same messenger who will deliver you this 

- communication. 
Should General Jesup not be at your headquarters on the arrival of the 

messenger, you will take the earliest measures to despatch him to the place 
where you shall have the best reasons to suppose that officer will be found 
with the utmost expedition ; and, in the mean time, yon will make all such 
dispositions as may be in your power for promoting the plan of the cam­
paign prescribed in the instructions to General Jesup; and niter he shall 
have relieved yon, yon will also be pleased to co-operate, so far as the 
state of your health and your other engagements may allow, in the execu­
tion of his duties. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
B. F. BUTLER, 

His Excellency R. IC CALL: 

Secretary of l'Yar ad interim. 

Governor of ~Plorida. 

Copy of despatch of the lVar Department to General Jesup, referred 
to in letter dated 4th November, 1~36. 

WAR DEPAilTl\1ENT, November 4, 1836. 
SIR: Before this communication reaches you, you will· have become 

fully acquainted with the retrograde movements of Governor Call, and the 
other events connected therewith, which have recently occurred in Florida. 
'rhese circumstances have for a time suspended offensive operations; and 
from the feeble state of Governor Call's health, it is to be feared that he will 
not be able to prosecute the campaign, when resumed, with that promptitude 
and energy which the crisis demands. The President has therefore deter­
mined to commit to you the command of the army serving in Florida, and 
the general direction of the war against the Seminoles. 

You \Vill, accordingly, on the receipt of this communication, should you 
then be at Governor Call's headquarters, and, if not, so soon as you can reach 
there, or can communicatP- with him, assume the command of all the forces 
in the Territory. 

The hostile indians having been discovered in considerable force on the 
banks of the Witblacoochie, and it having been nlso ascertained that their 
principal camps and settlements are situated on the south side of that river, 
you will immediately make all suitable arrangements for a vigorous attack 
on their strongholds, and for penetrating and occupying .the whole colllJ.try 
between the Wirhlacoochie and rrampa Bay. vVith a view to this end, 
you will first establish posts at or near the mouth of the Withlacoochie, at 
Fort King, ar1d at Vol usia; and yon will take the proper measures f()r secur­
ing, through them, the safety of the frontier. You will, also, through the 
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same posts, and by such means of transportation as may be most certain 
and economical, make permanent arrangements for procuring permanent 
and regular supplies. So soon as those dispositions shall be completed, yon 
will concentrate all your disposable forces;, and proceed without delay to 
cross the Withlacoochie, and to possess yourself of the positions now occn­
pied by the Indians; attacking and routing th8m in their strongholds, and 
scouring the whole country between the With!acoochie tmd Tampa Bay. 

Should you succeed in bringing the Indians to a general engagement, and 
in defeating- them therei n, the- ready submission of the tribe may probably 
be expected. If, however, they shonld abandon their present position on 
the VVithlacoochie before you reach it, or you should drive them from it 
without entirely subduing them, you will then take such advanced posi­
tions to the south of Volusia, and to the east and south of rrampa Bay, as 
the nature of the country rnay admit, and push fi·o.m them such further 
operations as rmty be necessary to the most speedy and effectual subjnga· 
tion of the enemy. 
. 'l'he above direction to attack the enemy in his strongholds, and to 
possess yourself of the country between the Withlacoochie and Tampa 
Bay, you will regard as a positive order; to be execnted at the earliest prac­
ticable moment. In other respects, you will exercise a sound discretion, 
and will adopt such measures as you may deem best ealculated to protect 
the frontier, and to em~ct the subjugation and removal of the Indians. 

Great confidence being reposed in your prudence, energy, and skill, it is 
deemed unnecessary to urge you to promptitude or activity, or to impress 
on you the importance of early and frequent communications. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
B. P. BOTLER, 

Major General T. S. JEsuP, 
Secretary of fl' ar ad 'interim. 

United States Army, Florida. 

[Note appended to the foregoing lettar.] 

NoTE.-A postscript was added to the orjginal letter of General Jesup, 
acknowledging letters received from him after the preparation ofthe above, 
and enclosing a communication from the acting Quartermaster General; 
but us it is believed that this postscript was not included in the copy sent 
to Governor Call, it is not now sent. 

vVAR 0EP A RTMENT, December 30, 1836. 
SrR: I have this day had the honor to receive, and to lay before the 

President, your communication of the 2d instant, with the accompanying 
-copy of a report, addressed by you to the Secrerary of War on the 19th of 
October, the original of which has never reached the department; and, as 
it has not been alluded to in any c0mmtmication heretofore received from 
you, it was not until this day that the department had any intimation that 
such a report was made. 

The several topics embraced in your last communication will receive an 
early and deliberate consideration. 

In the mean time, I hasten to correct certain erroneous impressions which 
you appear to have imbibed to the prejudice of an officer referred to in my 
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'letter of the 4th ultimo. Speaking of that communication, you observe" it 
informed me of a rumor which bad reached Washington very unfavorable 
to my conduct and military charaeter. It reminds me of the means, and sup­
posed means, I possessed of achieving a victory over the enemy; of the un­
willingness of the department to credit the rumor; but that it had been sub· 
stantially confirmed by varions communications received, further' elucida­
ted' by the verbal statement of Lieutenant Mitchell, late of my staff/' &c. In a 
subse1uent part of your letter you again allude to this officer, and make the 
following observations and statements: "As to the rumor, it is intangible, 
and I shall say nothing about it. Nor are the communications which you 
mention as having been received entitled, in my estimation, to higher credit, 
as they must have been destitute of truth; for Lieutenant Mitchell, who 
seems to have 'elueidatfld' the whole matter, and whom you seem to have 
considered as a member ·of my staff, sent o~ to Washington and Philadelphia 
by me on business connected with the replenishing of my supplies, I must 
say, if he n1ade such representations, he was truly unfortunate in commu­
nicating facts. For the want of an ordnance officer, so often complained of 
to the department by the officers in ·command in Florida, I appointed Mr. 
Mitchell to take charge of the ammunition; in the same order, my staff was 
announced to the armv. He marched with us from Suwanee Old 'rown, 
and lived in the family of General Armstrong, until a few days before our 
:return from the \Vithlacoochie to Fort Drane, when he came into the mess 
with myself and staff. On our arrival at the latter place, he applied for per­
mission to go to Black creek, which was readily grunted. 

"He snggested that he might be of service in proeuring and forwarding 
the clothing and blankets which I intended to order the quartermaster at 
Black creek to purchase for the friendly Indians, us it had been represented 
by their commander that they were in great want of those articles. At 
Black creek I understood he applied to one of my aids, then at this place, 
for an order to proceed to Charleston and Philadelphia to make those pur­
chases. 'rhis was done without my knowledge, and certainly very con­
trary to my intention, as I did not wish him to go further than Bla<::k creek. 
He has forwarded no Clothing for the Indians, nor has he made any report 
-of his proceedings. I have to request that this officer may be ordered, with­
out delay, to jQin his company at Fort ClinctJ, on .the \'Vithlacoochie. As 
to his having been sent by me t~ replenish my supplies, the statement is er­
roneous. 

a The Indians were almost naked, and I felt it my duty to have them 
clothed on the requisition of their commander." 

That part of my letter of the 4th of November, referred to in the passages 
above quoted, is in the following words: 

"On the 29th ultimo, a rumor reached this city, through the Charleston 
papers, that you had marched with the troops under your immediate com­
mand to the Withlacoochie, and there discovered the enemy in considerable 
force; and that, instead of crossing the river and attacking him, you had 
fallen back upon Fort Drane to obtain provisions. 

"From the tenor of your . last despatch, under date of October lOth, in 
which you stated that Mnjor Pierce had united with you the day before, 
making your force thirteen hundred and fifty strong, and bringing seven 
days' rations for the whole army; that with these supplies you intended 
marching to the Witblacoochie, in the hope of encountering the enemy in 
his strongholds; and that the depots at Volusia and at the mouth of the 
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Withlacoochie would afford the means of replenishing your supplies, it was 
confidently hoped that this rumor would prove erroneous. It was, however, 
substantially confirmed by various communications received during the 
early part of the present weetr, which also gave us the additional intelli­
gence that Colonel Lane, with the regulars and friendly Indians under his 
command, after marching from Tampa Bay to the Withlacoochit:>, had also 
retired to Fort Drane; that the Tennessee brigade, having sustained a serious 
loss in horses, and being destitute of forage, had been moved to Black creek; 
and that, in consequence of these untoward events, and for the want of 
horses, transportation, and supplies, your operations are likely to be sus­
pended for several weeks. 

"The mails since, though they have not brought us any communications 
from yourself, have furnished ample details as to all these events; which 
have been still further elucidated by the verbal statements of Lieutenant 
Mitchell, late of your staff, who, it nppears, had been despatched to this 
place and to Philadelphirt on business connected with the replenishing of 
your supplies. 'rhat officer also reports that, at the time of his departure, 

· you were suffering severe! y from sickness and fatigue. . 
"In the mean time, the preparation of such orders from this department, 

as the exigency of the case requires, has been deferred in the hope of re­
ceiving your official report; but the mail of the last night having failed to 
hring it, it is deemed indispensable to the public interest to take, without 
further delay, such measures as appear to be required by the facts within 
the knowledge of the department." 

On a more careful perusal of this extract, you will perceiva that my letter 
did not inform you that any rumor "unfavorable to your conduct or mili­
tary character" had been elucidated by the verbal statements of Lieutenant 
Mitchell. The observation is, that certain events, in respect to which am­
ple details had been furnished by the mails.received at Washington prior to 
the 4th of November, had been further elucidated by the verbal statements 
of that officer. There is nothing in this expression which can warrant you 
in inferring, as you seem to have done, that the v.erbal statements of Lieu­
tenant Mitchell were derogatory to your character, or that he had given 
countenance to any rumor of that nature. 

But it is due to Lieutenant Mitchell that this correction should not be· 
confined to a ·mere exposition of the erroneous character of the inferences 
you have drawn from the language of the department. As an act of simple 
justice to him, I have to inform you that he made no statements in respect 
to any such rumors. Having called on me, in my o-fficial capacity as acting 
headofthe 'Yar Department, on the business with which he was charged, I pro­
posed to him such inquiries in regard to the events which had then recently 
occurred in Florida, and to the actual position of affairs when he left the 
army, as were calculated to obtain any information which he might be able 
to communicate. His replies were characterized not only by perfect respect 
towards y0urself, but apparently by great candor. He placed in my posses­
sion a newspaper article, originally addressed to the editor of the Florida 
Herald, and published in an extra number of that paper of the 2lst of Octo­
ber, and refm ·ed to it as a ft1ll and accurate account, so far as it extended, 
from the pen of one of your qwn aids. His verbal statements cones ponded 
with that article, but brought down the account to a few days later; and 
gave the additional intelligence, mentioned in my letter: as to the state of 
your health at the time of his departure. 
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You will also perceive, on a more careful examination of the extract, that 
it does not represent Lieutenant Mitchell as one of your staff at the time of 
his communication to the department, nor does it allege t.hat he had been 
sent on by yon on business connected with your supplies; the suggestion is,. 
that he was lately of yonr staff, a11d that he had been despatched to this 
place nnd to Philadelphia, &c., without saying by whom. The passage 
above quoted from your last communication substantially confirms this sug-­
gestion ; to which it should be added, that be was also charged with a re­
quisition from General Armstrong for clothing for the Termessee brigade. 

A copy of that part of this letter which relates to Lieutenant Mitchell will 
be transmitted to that officer ; and it is not doubted that you will take plea­
sure in extending to him the like justice which you invoke for yourself. 

His Excellency R. K. CAL r_,, 

Governor of Florida. 

B. F. BUTLER, 
8ecretary of J'V ar ad interim .. 

WAR DEPARTMENT, January 14, 1837. 
SIR: In my letter of the 30th ultimo, I had the honor to acknowledge 

the receipt, on that day, of your ~ommunication of the 2d of same month, 
and to reply to so much of it as related to Lieutenant Mitchell. Pursuant 
to the assurance then given, I now proceed to notice, so far us deemed just 
to you, or necessary in other respects, the several topics embraced in your 
lette1'. 

You have been pleased to characterize the communication addressed to 
you on the 4th of November last as a document in the highest degree 
extraordinary and unjust; and the excited ieeling likely to be produced by 
such an impression is displayed in every part of your reply. Under the 
influence of this feeling, yon indulge in many remarks not at all necessary 
to the explanation of your conduct; or the defence of your character. You 
charge the President and the department with the injustice, not only of 
condemning you unheard, but of inflicting on you, without proof, and on 
mere rumor, the severest penalty which the case admitted. You impute 
to us the mockery, after thus visiting yon with all the consequences of 
actual guilt, of calling for an explanation of your conduct; and yon more 
than once intimate doubls as to the willingness of either to repair, even 
after the clearest demonstrations, the wrongs we may have comtuitted. 
'For reasons which, in your cooler moments; will readily occur to you, no 
reply will he made to these parts of your communication. 

It is believed that all your exceptioHs to the language and directions of 
my letter are founded on an erroneous view of iLs tnw scope. The object 
of that paper was two. fold: first, to require an explanation of the causes. 
which led to the failure of the movement made by the troops under your­
command in the month of October last; and, secondly, to transfer the com· 
mand of the forces serving in Florida, and the general direction of the war 
against the Seminoles, to General Jesup. For each of these measures, 
distinct and, as it was thought, ample grounds were stated by the depart­
ment. In your reply, yon have not discriminated between these two pur­
poses: you treat tl~e whole as a censure, or rather as a punishment, for­
presumed misconduct; and, to sustain this view, you entirely overlook the 
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particular reasons on which the various parts of the communication pro­
ceeded. 

In giving you the views of the President and of the department on the 
material points discussed in your reply, ,the original order and design of 
my letter will be carefully adhered to. , . 

The propriety of the call for explanation must be determined by the 
circumstances known to the department at the time when it was made. 
These were briefly enumerated in my letter, as derived, not from rumor, 
nor from unfriendly communications, but from various authEntic sources, 
to which, in the absence of any report from you, we were obliged to have 
recourse. Of these statements, that which was most relied upon, so far as 
it proceeded, was the account addressed by one of your own aids to the 
editor of the Florida Herald, and originally published in that paper. But, 
as no report had been received from yourself, it was thought to be due to 
your station ar1d personal character, thnt the general grounds on which the 
action of the. department was founded, and the reasons which led to it, in 
the absence of such a reporr, should be distinctly suggested in the instruc­
tions. rrhe rumor from the Charleston newspapers, being the first intima­
tion which reached us of the failure of your movement on the Withla­
coochie, was referred to as introductory of the subject; lmt the measures 
directed by the President were expressly placed on the various confirma­
tory accounts subsequently received. 

It is. a sufficient answer to all your objections to the nature of this evi­
dence, that it was the best within the reach of the department; and that 
it came from so many sources, and was so corroborated by undoubted 
facts, as to be worthy of full credit. A further, and, if it were needed, a 
still more decisivP. answer is to be found ih the fact, that, ot the various 
circumstances stated in my letter, there is not ont: which is not substan­
tially admitted in your communication of the 2d ultimo, or in the. enclosed 
copy of your still rnissing despatch of the 19th of Octoher. 

The case presented two prominent particulars, each of which excited 
disappointment, surprise, and regret. The first was, that, with such ample 
means and such abundant time for adequate preparatibn, you should have 
commenced your forward movement to the enemy's strong holds, without 
taking effectual measures to secure the needful supplies; and the second, that 
a more serious attempt had not been made, after coming up with the enemy, 
to cross the river, and to drive him from his position. That these points were 
well calculated to produce such emotions in the mind of the President, no one 
better knows than yourself. Your correspondence with the department 
up to and including your last despatch (that of October lOth) had author­
ized other and very difterent expectations. 1'hat the public would . enter­
tain the like feelings, and would not be satisfied without full explanation 
on both subjects, was equally plain. Por these and other reasons, briefly 
stated in my letter, you were required to transmit a detailed report of all 
the circumstances connected with your movements. That this call was 
well warranted by the existing posture of affairs is a point too obvious 
to need remark: you have yourself conceded it, by 15iving a minute and 
elaborate explanation. Its sufficiency is therefore the only matter which, 
under this head, is yet to be considered. 

The various facts detailed in your report, in respect · to the measures. 
taken by you to secure the necessary supplies while operating on the 
Withlacoochie, have been maturely weighed by the President and the 

2 
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department. We concur with you in thinking that you had good reason 
to expect, when you marched from Fort Drane on the 9th of October, that 
the depot previously ordered to be established by General Read at Graham's 
Camp wou·Jd be completed by at least the 16th of October; and we are 

·also satisfied that the causes which prevented the establishment of that 
particular depot at that time are by no means to be imp.uted to any act or 
omission of yours. This remark, however, must not be understood as 
sanctioning your complaints against the naval officers employed in navi­
gating the steamboats, the justice of which, on the facts now in possession 
of the d~partment, is not perceived. 

In thus explicitly exonerating you from any responsibility for the failure 
of General Read's efforts to establish the depots in question, the fullest 
measure of ju~tice to which you are entitled is believed to have been 
awarded you. But it is due to candor, and is called for by the peculiar 
language of your letter, to say that. it yet remains to be regretted that you 
should have marched from Fort Drane with so scanty a supply of provis­
ions before you bad ascertained that the projected depot-a depot so indis­
pensable to the success of your movement-had been actually established. 
The direction to General Read involved several distinct measures, and its 
accomplishment was very liable to be defeated by accidents beyond his 
control. 'rhere seems, therefore, to have been a want of due caution in 
moving to a position where you would be thrown on him for the ~ub­
sistence of your force, without first knowing that his supplies would cer­
tainly be accessible. On the other hand, it is not doubted that the error of 
j.udgment above imputed to you had its origin in the ardent desire of your­
self and of the troops under your command to meet th8 enemy, and to 
haste11 the conclusion of the war. Under these patriotic impulses, it is 
perhaps nnt strange that you should have counted with too much confi­
dence on the efforts of General Read, and should have overlooked the 
contingencies by which they were liable to be defeated. All this is cheer­
fully allowed by the President, and I take pleasure in stating it. More 
than this, with the views now entertained by the department, it seems to 
us impossible, consistently with justice, to concede. And with respect to 
your general'operations, it is still a subject of disappointment and regret, 
considering the time and means allowed you: that more effectual measures 
were not taken for securmg such supplies as might have enabled you, on 
commencing offensive operations, to maintain the positions to which you 
might advance, and to prosecute the campaign with steadiness and vigor. 
Th~ delay which this would have required might better have been in­
curred than to risk the far greater delay and the other injurious conse­
quences of a retrograde. 

The circumstauces set forth in your communication for the purpose of 
explaining your retirement from the river, without a more serious attempt 
to cross it, have also b€en deliberately considered. The conclusions of the 
President and of the department on this part of the case, if not so fitvorable 
as you desire, are yet sufficiently so to exempt yourself and the army under 
your command from the imputations which you suppose to be implied in 
the call for explanation. At the S¥1e time, it is my duty to remind you 
that the passage of the Withlacoochie was effected on the 16th of October 
(only a day or two after you abandoned the attempt) by Colonel Lane, with 

.the rPgulars and Indians under his command, at a place about three miles 
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from yonr encampment. It was also accomplished on the 13th of Novem~ 
ber by your own army. 

These facts prove that the difficillties of the passage, though doubtless, a't 
all times, very great, were not insuperable. Cogent and, perhaps, sufficient 
reasons for the abandonment of the enterprise on your first movement are, 
however, to be found in your total want of provisions (except such as your 
men would not use) and other supplies, and in the great loss of horses 
which your troops had sustained; but this only increases otir regret at the 
original cause of these untoward circumstances. Had you been as well 
supplied on the 13th of October as you were on the Hlth of November, 
neither the river nor the arms of the enemy would have prevented the ac­
complishment of y0ur great purpose-the encountering of the Indians in 
the cove of the Withlacoochie. Before I leave this point, it is proper I should 
observe, that, in speaking of your movements as 'l retrograde," reference was 
had, not to yonr march u.long the river in qnest of the expected depot, but 
to the retirement of the army to Fort Drane and Black creek-the former 
thirty miles, and the latter near one hundred, from the Withfacoochie. It 
is in this sense, also, that the expression is used in the despatch to General 
Jesup; and you will allow me to express my surprise at the erroneous con­
struct.ion you have given it, and, still more, at the strictures upon it in which 
you have thought proper to indulge. 

The transfer of the command to General Jesup, when ·properly under· 
stood, will be seen to have heen not only right, but unavoidabte. Through­
out your letter, you have treared this step as a removal for misconduct. 
This feature of your letter, and the animadversions and complaints con­
nected with it, are the more extraordinary, since, in the communication to 
yourself; and in that of the same date to General Jesup (a copy of which 
was enclosed to you), the transfer of the command to the latter was expressly 
attributed to the apprehension that you might not be able, in your then fee­
ble state of health, to finish the campaign with the promptitude and energy 
demanded by the crisis. In no part of your communication have you once 
alluded to this fact, or to the weighty considerations connected with it, as 
the assigned and sufficient reason for changing the command, although it 
appears, from your own statements, that the account of your sickness given 
to the department was strictly true; nor do you seem to have recollected 
that it was originally designed, and so made known to you at an early day, 
that the command should be taken by General Jesup on his arrival in 
Florida. It is true, the department afterward acceded to the very liberal 
suggestion of that officer, that, as you had prepared the plan of the campaign, 
you shoald be allowed to conduct it; and, had the condition of things 
remained unaltered, this arrangement, probably, would not have been inter­
fered with. But their condition had been entirely changed by the retire­
ment of the army from the Withlacoochie; t};l.e suspension of offensive oper­
ations; the want of an official report from you ; the short period remaining 
for the service of the Tennessee volunteers; the neces;sity produced by t.hat 
cause, and by other considerations, for the utmost promptitude; and, above 
all~- by your own severe sickness. Under these circumstances, and know­
ing, as we did, that General Jesup had arrived in Florida, with what pro­
priety could the campaign have been left, at a juncture so critical, to the 
contingencies of your recovery? How could it be foreseen that you would 
survive? or: if you survived, that you would be able in due season, or at 
any time, to take the field? On a more dispassionate view of this part of the 



[ !78 J 20 

case, you cannot help perceiving that, in the language yon have used in 
respect to it, yon have done the President great injustice; and I trust yon 
will be convinced that the measure in question, at the time and under the 
circumstances referred to, was not merely an act of prudence, but of impe­
rious duty. 

In answer to your request for a court of inquiry, it is, perhaps, sufficient 
to remark that, as you are not now in the military serviee of the United 
States, it is believed there is no authority to organize such a court; and, 
even if the power were clear, the President is of opinion that there exists no 
adequate cause for its exercise. The call upon you for explanation has 
been fully complied with. No difference exists as to any material fact; and 
though he is obliged, upon your own statement, to impute to you the errors 
of judgment abovementioned, yet he does not deem them of such a charac­
ter as to demand any fmrther investigation. Should you, on the receipt of 
this letter, still desire a court of inquiry, you will please repeat your request, 
and it shall receive a fuller consideration. 

Before closing this letter, I am instructed to inform you that the efficient 
measures taken to redeem the time lost by the failure of your first move­
ment, and the energy, fortitude, and courage, displaye(;) by all the forces un · 
der your command on resuming the campaign, and especially in the several 
engagements in the cove of the Withlacoochie and the Wahoo swamp, as 
stated in your report of the 27th of November, have received, as they deserve, 
the high approbation of the President. It is also due to you to add that 
General Jesup, in despatches received from him, has borne testimony, in the 
strongest manner, to the merits of your general plan of operations, and to 
the efficiency of the measures in progre:ss when he assumed the command. 
The first of these despatches which came to h~nd was published by the 
department, as an act of justice to yourself, in the Globe newspaper of the 
27th ultimo. 

Since commencing this communication, a resolution has been received 
from the Senate, calling for your explanatory letter. Its transmission to 
that 'body will supersede the necessity of a compliance with the request con­
tained in your letter of the 20th ultimo. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
B. F. BU1.,I_JER. 

His Excellency R. K. CALL, 

Secretary of War, ad interim. 

Governor of Florida, Tallahassee, Fa. 

P. S.-The President's directions for the preparation of this letter were 
given some time since, and it was cornmenced ou the day of its date; but1 

from the pressure ~f matters in the department requiring immediate action 1 

and of my other official duties, its completion has necessarily been delayed. 
JANUARY 20, 1837. 

WAR DEPARTMENT1 Februa1·y 20, U337. 
SIR: In reply to an inquiry contained in your Jetter of the 5th ultimo; I 

have the honor to inform you, that your official despatch of the 27th of No· 
vember was received on the lOth of December last, and immediately de .. 
livered to the Adjutant General, with directions to cause it to be published 
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entire iH the Globe newspaper; which was accordingly done. These di· 
rections were given from a desire to bring before the public, at the earliest 
moment, the interesting intelligence contained in your communication, and 
also as an act of justice to yourself, and to the brave men under your com· 
mand. 

The withdrawing of the communication from my immediate possession, 
for the purpose above stated, combined with various other circumstances, 
prevented the acknowledgment of its receipt. 'rhe publication in the news­
paper must, however, have given you a knowledge of the fact soon after 
the writing of your letter of the 5th ultimo ; and in my letter of the 14th 
ultimo, I had occasion to express the high sense of the services detailed in 
the despatch itself. 

The complaint against Lieutenant L'Etlgle, contained in your letter of 
the 20th of December, was referred by me to the acting Quartermaster 
General, and has been fully investigated by him. Enclosed you have his 
report; from which yon will perceive that you have labored under errone­
ous impressions as to the condnct of Lieutenant L'Engle. I have not 
thought it needful to send you the numerous documents transmitted to me 
by the acting Quartermaster General. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient ~ervant, 
. R F. BUTLER, 

Secretary of War, ad interim. 
His Excellency R. K. CALL, 

Governor of Florida, Tallahassee, Florida. 

WAR DEPARTMENT, March 13, 1837. 
SrR: I had the honor, on the 6th instant, to receive your letter of the 

20th of February. As I shall leave the department this day, and as every 
moment of my time since the receipt of this last communication has been 
employed in despatching the great amount of business which had accumu­
lated during the latter part of the session of Congress, I find it impossible 
to reply, in detail; to the various suggestions, arguments, and complaints, 
presented by yon. Nor do I deem it at all necessary that I should do so, 
as I am content to submit the course of the department towards yourself, so 
far at least as I am concerned in it, to tbe enlightened judgment of the pub· 
lie, on the correspondence which has already been had between us. 

I think it proper, however, to rr;1ention two particulars before I leave the 
subject. I st. My letter of the 14th of February was prepared after the ful­
lest consideration on the part of President Jackson, and submitted to him 
for his approbation before it was finished or sent to yon. Some of the 
points to which you take the strongest exception were inserted at his ex­
press suggestion, and the whole letter received his full sanction. 

2d. The statement that Colonel Lane had crossed the Withlacoochie only 
about three miles from your encampment, was taken by me from the printed 
account prepared by one of your aids, and was supposed by me, as well as 
by the President, to be perfectly correct, until a few days since, when Gen­
eral Armstrong, of Tennessee, informed me, as you have stated in your let­
ter, that it was about twenty-five or thirty miles distant; the mistake, in 
all probability, was made by the printer, who, doubtless, mistook thirty for 
three. On my showing the printed account to General Armstrong, he was 
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entirely satisfied. I proposed to him that he should writ~ me a letter stating 
the fact, to the end that I might correct the error in a letter to you ; and 1 
understood him to assent to this suggestion. His occupations while here, 
and his early departure, probably prevented him from addressing to me the 
proposed communication. . 

)1 ery respectful] y, your most obedient servant, 
B. F. BUTLER: 

Secretary of War, ad interim. 
His Excellency R. K. CALL, 

Governor of Florida, 1"'allahassee, Florida. 

vV AR DEPARTMENT, May 17, 1837. 
SrR: In answer to your letter of the 29th ultimo, on the subject of the 

issne of rations to the suffering inhabitants of Florida, I have the honor to 
enclose you a copy of the instructions this day forwarded to Major General 
Jesup on that subject. The instructions have been directed to General 
Jesup, at Tampa Bay; btit to provi~e against the contingency of their mis­
carriage, or his absence from that post, I take the liberty of transmitting 
you a duplicate of them, which ,I will thank you to direct and enclose to 

· him. 
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

J. R. POINSE'T'T, 
Secretary of TVar. 

His Excellency R. K. CALL~ 
Governor of Florida, Tallahassee: Ftorida. 

WAR D E PARTMENT, May 26, 1837. 
SrR: I have had the honor to receive your letter of the 26th of March 

last, in reference to the claim of Colonel Wood, for the services of the 
steamer Nlinerva, while in the employ of the United States. 

In reply, I transmit you a copy of a report ot the acting Quartermaster 
General on this subject. For the reasons .stated in this report, the depart­
ment cannot consent to an adjustment of Colonel Wood's claim till the 
steamer Lieutenant Izard shall have been surrendered unconditionally to 
the United States. 1..,hen, also, will that gentleman's claim for salvage be 
taken into consideration, and not sooner. · 

Very respectfully: your most obedient servant, 
J. R. POIL\SETT, 

His. Excellency R. K. CALL, 
Secretary of War. 

Governor of Flor-ida, Tallahassee, ·pzorida. 

1N AR DEPARTMENT, August 4, 1837. 
Sra: I have the honor to enclose, for your information, a copy of a letter 

to Gen-eral Jesup, in reference to the system of relief to the suffering in­
habitants of Florida. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
J. R. POINSf_:T1.\ 

His Excellency R. K. CALL, 
Secretary of fVar. 

Governor of Plorida, Tallahassee. 
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WAR DEPARTMENT, September 5, 1837. 
Sm.: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 

23d ultimo, in reference to the employment of a brigade of mounted volun­
teers from the State of Kentucky, during the next campaign against the 
Seminoles. 

The force already engaged will preclude the necessity of employing so 
large a force of mounted men; and I regret, therefore, that this circum­
stance deprives the department of the power to avail itself of the patriotic 
disposition of the citizens of Kentucky, and of your own valuable services. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
J. R. POINSET'l..,, 

His Excellency R. K. CALL, 

Secretary of War. 

Governor of Florida, Tallahassee, Florida. 

WAR DEPARTMENT, October 13, 1837. 
StR: I have had the honor to receive your letter of the 26th ultimo, in 

reference to the non-payment of certain troops: mentioned by you, in 
Middle and West Florida; and I transmit you a report of the Paymaster 
General upon the subject. 

When thA muster-rolls of the troops shall been transmitted to this depart­
ment, the pr0per order respecting their payment will be promptly given. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
J. R. POINSETT, 

His Excellency R. K. CALL, 

Secretary of War. 

Governor of Florida, Tallahassee, Florida. 

vV AR DEPARTMENT, October 31, 1837. 
SrR: I have the honor to Rc}mowledge the rt~ceipt of your letter of the 

14th instant, in reference to the suffering condition of the inhabitants of the 
-counties of Washington and Walton, West Florida, and advising that you 
had ordered provisions to be issued for their temporary relief: rrhese issues 
wi~l be allowed; and the superintendent of the system of relief in Florida, 
who has been furnished with a copy of your letter, has been directed to 
confer with General Jesup, and, if that officer thinks it proper, to despatch 
an agent to the district of country in question, to attend to the issue of ra­
tions to the inhabitants, in conformity with the regulations recently pre-­
scribed. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
J. R. POINSETT, 

His Excellency R. K. CALL, 

Secretary of War. 

Governor of Florida, Tallahassee, .Plorida. 

\VAR DEPARTMENT, November 16, 1837. 
SrR: I have received your letter of the 27th ultimo, Rnd its enclosures, 

and, in reply, have the honor to inform you that a paymaster has recently 
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been sent to Florida, with instructions to pay all troops leg-ally entitled to 
compensation from the United States. I trnst your excellency will experi· 
ence no further difficulty from the subject. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, -

His Excellency R. K. CALL, 

J. R. POINSETT, 
Secretary of War. 

Governor of Florida, Tallahassee,. Florida. 

WAR DEPARTMENT, December 30: 1837. 
SIR : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 

11th instant, in respect to paying certain Florida troops, and, in reply, to 
transmit you a report of the Paymaster General, with a copy of the act of 
Congress to which it nlludes. 
. The appropriation law, which provides the only funds out of. which a 
payment of this kind could be made, restricts the application of the money 
to such troops only as have been called out either by the General command- . 
ing in Florida, or under the express authority of the President of the United 
States; whereas, it would appear, from the information now in the posses­
sion of the department, that the troops, whose payment yotJ seek to effect, 
were called out by you subsequent to the period when you ceased to com­
mand the army in Florida. Full explanations of the necessity and manner 
of calling these troops into the service, are therefore necessary, and these 
will be immediately asked of General Jesup. 

1' ery respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
J. R. POINSE1'T: 

Secretary of War. 
His Excellency R. K. CALL, 

Governor of Florida, Tallahassee, Florida. 

WAR DEPARTMENT, January 10, 1838. 
SIR: In order that you may make it known to the inhabitants of the 

counties of Washington and Walton, and advise them to return to the cul­
tivation of their farms, I have the honor to inform your excellency that 
subsistence will not be furnished to them beyond the 15th of next month. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

His Excellency R. K. CALL, 

J. R. POINSETT, 
Secretary of War. 

Governor of Florida, Tallahas.r;·eel Florida. 

wAR DEPARTMEN'.r, Ap1·il 25, 1838. 

SIR: Within the last two or three months, the department has several 
times received intelligence of depredations committed by the Indians in 
Middle Florida, and has called the attention of General Jesup to them, and 
given particular directions for the defence of that portion of the Territory. 
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Recent information, of further depredations, renders it necessary that somt 
further stAps should be taken ; and I have the honor to inform you that the 
commanding officer in Florida has this day been written to, and directed to 
send an 0fficer of rank and intelligence to that section, with such part of 
the regular force as can be spared, for the purpose of preventing a repetition 
of these depredations; and, if possible, to capture or destroy the lawless ma­
rauders who commit them. The regular force that this officer may be 
able to take with him, may not be sufficient for the accomplishment of the 
objects in view, and it may therefore be necessary for him t0 apply to your 
excellency for a portion of the militia to aid him. In this event, I am in­
structeel by the President to request that you will place at his disposal such 
an amount of force, of this description, as he may require: to serve three 
months, unless sooner discharged. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

His Excellency R. K. CALL, 

S. COOPER, 
Acting Secretary of War. 

Govn·nor of Florida, 1'allahassee, l!"""'lorida. 

"\V AR DEPARTMENT, May 30, L838. 
SrR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 

12th instant, expressing your readiness to comply with the requisition made 
upon yon, by direction of the President, for such militia force us the .officer 
charged with the defence of Yliddle Florida may find it necessary to call 
for ; advisory of the flight of the Creek Indians assembled for emigration to 
the west, of the consequent alarm of the citizens, and of the measures you 
have taken for· their protection, consisting of the employment of a portion 
of the militia, and of the Appalachicola Indians. 'These measures, you ex­
press a wish, may be approved by the department, under the impression, it 
is presu.med, that such approval will legally entitle the troops so employed 
to compensatiOn from the United States. 

The laws relating to the employment of the militia and volunteers pro­
hibit the payment of any by thP. Government except those regularly mus­
tered into, or out of, the service of the Uniteu States, under directions from 
the President, the Secretary of War, or a general officer of the regular army, 
~o that the formal approval by the department of the measures alluded to 
would not effect the object for which, it is inferred, you deem it. 

The only way, therefore, in which the department could legally bind 
itself for the payment of the troops in question, would be, to have wustered 
into the service those still employed, and to have mustered out those who 
have been dismissed, if they would assemble for that purpose; an& General 
Taylor, who has full power, under his instructions, to employ such an 
amount of force, and to make all other arrangements necessary for the defence 
of Florida, will be written to, and authorized to adopt the above course. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

His Excellency R. K. CALL, 

J. R. POINSETT, 
Secretary of War. 

Governor of Florida, Tallahassee, Florida. 
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WAR DEPARTMENT, June 2, 1838. 
SrR: I have had the honor to receive your letter of the 20th ultimo, and 

its enclosures, on the subject of the appearance of Indians in West Florida, 
of the fears of the inhabitants of depredations from them, and of t}:leir desire 
to be protected by a military force. 

From your letter it appears that your excellency is still under a misap­
prehension as to the power of the department to make provision for the sub­
sistence and payment of militia called out by ycm for the defence of Florida. 
This is not a matter in which the devartment can exercise its discretion, it 
being limited to making provision for the maintenance of those troops only 
which are regularly mustered into the service, and for the payment of those 
so mustered into, or out of, the service, under directions from the President, 
the Secretary of War, or a general officer of the United States army. It is 
still further restricted by the want of means to provide for bnt a very limited 
force, as it is with the greatest difficulty that appropriations can be obtained 
of Congress for even, the smallest possible amount of force necessary for the 
execution of its duty of protecting the inhabitants of Florida and elsewhere. 
Hence the necessity of vesting the calling out of troop~, and takinQ other 
measures, involving expense for the defence of Florida only in the general 
in command there. 

Ample authority has been given to General Taylor to take every measure 
in his power to afford protection to the inhabitants of that territory, as you 
have already been advised, and it would save time and risk if, in all ex­
igencies of the kind presented in your letter, you would apply to him for 
the necessary force, when he could either regularly raise additional force, 
so that it could be maintained and paid without difficulty by the United 
States, or move to the point, when it is required, a portion of that already 
in service, and thus save the heavy expense of employing new troops. 

Immediately on the receipt of your letter yesterday, General Taylor was 
advised of the grounds for apprehending disturbances in \¥"est Florida; and 
he will, without doubt, take such meas-ures in reference thereto as the cir­
cumstances may require. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
J. R. POINSETT, 

Secretary of H' ar. 
His Excellency R. K. CALL, 

Governor of Florida, Tallahassee~ Florida. 

WAR DEPARTMENT, June 9, 1S3S. 
SrR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yonr letter of the 

22d ultimo, enclosing copies of a correspondence between yourself and 
Colonel Jackson Morton, respecting the non -payment of certain troops of 
the Territory of Florida that were in service during the years 1836 ~nd 1837. 

It was sometime since decided that these troops shonld be pa1d by the 
United States, and Captain Vinton was to have mustered them in order to 
brina their claim to compensation within the legal powers of the department. 
Tht department regrets that he has not been able to .ex~cute this duty, an~ 
feels called upon to take the most prompt measures m 1ts power to have It 
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performed, and Major Dearborn will be immediately directed either to at­
tend to it forth with himself, or to designate some other officer to do so. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
J. R. POINSETT, 

Secretary of War. 
His Excellency R. K. CALL, . 

Governor of Flol'ida, Tallahassee, Florida. 

ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE, 

Washington, May 27, 1836. 
SIR: I respectfully herewith transmit "general order" No. 34, dated 

26th May, 1836. 
I am, sir, very respectfully your obedient servant: 

R. JONES, Adjutant Geueral. 
His Excellency, R. K. CALL, 

Govtrnor of Florida, Tallahassee. 

---· 
ADJUTANT GENERAL's OFFICE, 

Washington, June 30, L836. 
SIR: Herewith: I respectfully transmit a copy of" general order" No. 43, 

issued from this office. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

His Bxcetlency, R. K. CALL, 

Governor of Flm·ida. 

R. JONES, Adjutant General. 

ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE, 

Washington, July 5, 1836. 
SIR: 1 respectfully enclose, -for your information, a return of the regu­

lar troops serving in Florida on the 31st of May, which, as far as possible, 
is made up from the several post returns received at this office of that date, 
and where no such return has been received, the data are derived from the 
muster-rolls of April, as explained by the note on the face of the return. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant 

His Excellency, R. K. CALL, 

Tallahassee, 1:1orida. 

R. JONES, Adjutant General. 

ADJUTANT GENERAL's OFFICE, 

Washington, July 25, 1836. 
SIR: I have the pleasure herewith to enclose copies of some of my an­

swers to sundry communications on the subject of absent officers, by which 
you will perceive that it has not been overlooked at this office. I 'have fre-
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quently taken special care to well inform the Secretary of War of the great 
deficiency of officers for duty in the field, but he decides that objects of 
internal improvement, surveys, railroads, &c., equally d~mand his atten­
tion ; and he will not consent that the absent officers so employed shall he 
withdrawn and ordered to join their companies ; nor do I see that the evil 
is likely to be soon remedied, severely as it is felt, and as often as it is com· 
plained of, by the few officers who are serving with the troops, and com­
manding in the field. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant! 
R. JONES, Adjutant General. 

His Excellency, Governor CALL, 
Commanding U. S. troops in Florida, Tallahassee. . 

ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
fJ' ashington, July 26, 1836 . 

. SIR: I herewith, respectfully, transmit copies of "order No. 49," and 
extract of No. 50, which refers to two officers of the army under your com­
mand ; and shall hereafter forward such as I may suppose would be ac­
ceptable, or would have any hearing on the operations in Florida. Will you 
be pleased to transmit, for the files of this office, copies of the orders you 
may issue from time to time. 

1 am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. JONES, .lldjutant Gtneral. 

Governor CALL, 
Commanding in Florida, Tallahassee. 

ADJUTAN'r GENERAL's OFFicE, 
Washington, Novembe1· 10, 1836. 

SIR: The following named officers of the army, serving in Florida, have 
been summoned by Captain Cooper, the special judge nd vocate of the court 
of inquiry now in session at Fredericktown, as witnesses in the . case or­
dered to be investigated by that tribnnal, pursuant to "general order" No. 
65, dated October 3d. 'l.'he summonses were transmitted to the several 
officers named, through this office, at the request of the judge advocate: 

Captain Drane! 2d artillery; Lieutenant McCrabb, 4th in£·mtry; Lieu­
tenant Betts, 1st artillery. 

At the verbal request of Captain Cooper, summonses for Major Lomax, 
3d artillery, and Lieutenant G. Morris, 4th infantry, were als-o forwarded 
through this office. In addition to the abovenamed officers, the following, 
not at the time serving with, but belonging to, the Florida troops, have been 
required to attend; viz: . 

Brigadier General Eustis, Lieutenant Colonel Bankhead: Colonel Lind­
say, Lieutenant J. E. Johnston, Captain Canfield, Captain Waite, (assistant 
quartermaster) and Captain Morrison. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. JONES, Adjutm<tt General. 

Governor CALL, Florida. 
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TALLAHASSEE, August 8, 1836. 
SIR: 1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 

26th ultimo, enclosing a copy of order No. 49, and an extract of order No. 
58. In conformity with your request, I herewith transmit copies of the 
general orders heretofore issued by me relative to the Florida army. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

General R. JoNEs, 

R. K. CALL, 
Commanding the Army in Florida. 

Adjutant General, U. S . .llrmy. 

TALLAHASSEE, July 23, 1836. 
SrR: I have the honor to report to you that, in consequence of the ex­

treme unhealthiness of the garrison at Fort Drane, on the recommendation 
of the surgeon and officers of that post, I have ordered its abandonment so 
soon as a suitable situation can· be selected in its immediate neighborhood. 

For the last two months, the sick report has varied from one:half to one­
third of the strength of the garrison. There is nothing peculiar in the sit­
uation of Fort Drane to recommend it as a military p0st, and I have no 
doubt the health of the garrison will be restored by ·a removal to some 
place in its immediate vicinity where the troops will be equally as service­
able in defending the frontier. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

General R. JoNES, 

R. K. CALL, 
Governor and Commanding in Chief. 

Adjutant General, U.S. Army, Washington. 

'l,ALLAHASSEE, July 23, 1836. 
SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your several letters 

of the 30th of June and 5th of the present month, with their enclosures. 
Very respectfully: your obedient ~ervant, 

General R. JoNEs, 

lt. K. CALL, 
Governor and Commanding in Chief. 

Adjutant General, U. S. Army, Washington. 

HEADQUARTERs, FLORIDA VoLUNTEERs, 
Camp near Fort Defiance, December 22, 1835. 

Sttt: Having heard of the distress and alarms on the frontier, occasioned 
by Indian depredations, I raised a detachment of two hundred and fifty 
volunteer mounted. riflemen from my brigade, and, under the orders of the 
acting governor, proceeded to this border, where I found about the same 
number of men under the command of Colonel Warren, of the East Plori­
da militia. I have assumed the command of the whole, making my force 
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about five hundred men. They were raised, however, for only four weeks, 
and many of them are badly armed and equipped. 'rhe services of these 
troops have been tendered to General Clinch, and accepted: for the prospect 
of defending the frontier. I can, sir, securely, give you an adequate de­
scription of the froutier inhabitants: The whole country betwegn 1 he Sn­
wauee and the St. John's river, for the distance of fifty miles above the In­
dian boundary, is abLu.tdoned; the frontier inhabitants shut up in a few 
~iserable stockade forts, and the Indians traversing the country at will, 
burning and destroying wherever they appear. Before my arrival, anum­
ber of skirmishes had taken place, in which the Indians were invariably 
~uccessfnl. A few days since, a detachment of Colonel Warren's com­
mand, while on their march in the margin of the Alachua savannah, was 
attacked by a party of Indians; his baggage guard was defeated, and his 
baggage captured. Two days after, I marched on the same ground, recov· 
ered one wagon, a carryall, and the greater part of the baggage. I had in­
tended to camp that night at a house within one mile of Fort Defiance, 
formerly called Micanopy, where there was a supply of corn and fodder. 
When my spies and advanced guard approached, they observed a house on 
fire ; they pressed forward, and found the trail of a small party of Indians 
leading into n thick hammock; they ga.ve pursuit, and drove them into a 
pond in which there was a thick undergrowth and a number of trees, in 
which the Indians were concealed. 'The volunteers, led by Colonel Read, 
the brigade inspector, gallantly entered the wat~r and fought most bravely, 
at half pistol shot, as long as an Indian or the flash of his gun could be 
seen. When the fight was over, we found but four of the enemy killed­
my loss was four wounded; among these were Captain Lancaster, of the 
first regiment, and George Johnson, of the second regiment of volunteers, 
while fighting bravely in the front of the action. They are all doing well, 
except one of the privates, whose wound, I fear, is mortal. 

I have this moment received an express informing me that the Indians 
have crossed the Suwanee river, and are now burning and destroying at 
the Old 'Town. Many of my men are drawn from that quarter, and a short 
distance beyond it. They feel much alarm for the safety of their families, 
and l much fear many of them will leave me to night. I assure you, sir, 
the country requires immediate protection, and it cannot be given too 
promptly-. 

Yours, respectfully, &c., 
R. K. CALL, 

General, Commanding Florida Station. 
The PRESIDENT of the United States. 

'rALLAIIASSEE, January 9, 1836. 
Mv DEAR GENERAL: In my last 1 informed you of the situation of the 

frontier of East Florida. I succeeded, with the volunteers under my com­
mand, in driving the enemy within his boundary along the whole line be. 
tween the Suwanee and St. John's. Having accomplished this important 
object, we united with General Clinch, who commanded the expedition into 
the enemy's country, the result of which, I presume, has been communica­
ted to you through the Secretary of War. 
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The term for which the volunteers engnged having expired, I hll.ve re­
turned to this place to obtain from the Government the necessary force to 
prosecute the war. As yet nothing has been done. "\Vhen I left Gen. Clinch, 
on the 3d instant, he could not have brought into the field more than one 
hundred and fifty effective men. Four odditional companies were said to be 
at Tampa Bay, or on their march from that place to Fort King, but no cer­
tain intelligence had been received from them. One hundred and fifty 
mounted volunteers marched from tllis place a few days since. I ordered 
the commanding officer to report himself to General Clinch, by whom they 
will be employed as a protection to the frontier, until we are prepared for a 
campaign. To put a prompt and successful termination to this war, we 
require an army of 2,500 or 3,000 men; about one-third of this force can 
he raised in the rrerritory, the balance must consist of regulars and militia 
from the neighboring States. I shall return to the frontier, in some capacity 
or other, so soon as I can raise a force of any description. I should be 
highly gratified to command the army, and believe I conld soon bring the 
war to a close. I fear, however, this I cannot do without injnstice to Gen­
eral Clinch; he is a brave ~nd good mal), but I fear he is too slo\v in his 
movements to conduct a war against the lndians. 

I had many difficulties to contend with in my late expedition, and, among 
others, meeting a desertion among my troops; but the examples I have 
made of the offenders will have a salutary effect hereafter. 

The force of the enemy is variously estimated, by those best informed, at 
from l,200 to 2,000 warriors, and it is confidently believed that a large num­
ber of Creek Indians have united with them. They are well armed; 
they are urging a war of extermination, and will fight desperately. The 
enclosed letter from Captain Fitzpatrick, the president of the legislative 
council, will inform you of the manner in which arms have been furnished 
to the Indians. It contains otlter valuable information, which I beg leave to 
lay before you. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. K. CALL. 

General JACKSON. 

Copy of the document referred to in the letter of R. K Call, of the 9th Jan~ 
uary, 1836, addressed to Genernl Jackson. 

rrALLAHASSEE1 January 8, 1835. 
SIR : Previous to my 1 ea ving Key vVest, information was received from Tam­

pa Bay, that a Spanish vessel had landed arms and ammunition in the neigh­
borhood of a Spanish fishery, at Charlotte's harbor, to supply the Indians on 
the coast. The surgeon of the post at Key West, Dr. Nourse, accompanied 
Major Dade's company to '1-,ampa, and returned in the transport "Molto," 
and communicated the information to several persons, and said he got it 
from Captain William G. Sanders and others at ,-rampa, and that there was 
proof of the fact, as he understood from them. I well recollect that, previous 
to my leaving Key "\'Vest, I one morning observed a Spanish vessel coming 
in at the Northwest passage from the direction of Tampa and Charlotte's 
harbor, which vessel 0rought no cargo, nor do I know whether or not she 
carried away aay to Cuba. 'I'he collector at Key West, near two months 
previous to this time, had suspended from duty the inspector of customs at 
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Charlotte's harbor, for refusing spirituous liqnors to be landed on the i~land 
where he lived, and upon which also a Spanish subject, named Caldcz, 
lives, and who is carrying on a fishery, and has a vessel trading there under 
Spanish colors, manned in part by Seminole Indians. There is but one 
citizen of the United States attached to the concern, who is the person that 
brought the charges against the inspector, and who has been going back­
ward and forward in the Spanish schooner since that time. With this ex­
ception, the fishery is carried on by Spani~rds and Indians~ and is owned by 
~ man named Badia, who lives in Havana. I know that the Spaniards 
interested in the fisheries have been much dissatisfied on account of the pro. 
posed removal of the Indians, and that they have heretofore derived much 
benefit from the services of the Indians at the fisheries, and on board their 
vessels, and that this man Caldez is more dreaded by: and has more influ­
ence over, the Indians than he ought to have. 'rhere being no inspector 
at this point, and the collector having sent the revenue-cutter to New Or­
leans, arms and ammunition, or any thing else, in any quantity, could have 
been landed there at any time with impunity . . As the southern section of 
Florida is very little known, except to the Indians, I take thP. liberty to offer 
you such information as a residence of more than twelve years in that sec~ 
tion of country Jms enabled me to obtain. 

From Cape Roman, on the west coast, to Cape Sabie, and from thence to 
Cape Florida, are innumerable islands, formed by rivers and creeks rnnning 
from the Everglade (so called), and having for their source the great Lake 
Macaco, where the Indians go in their light canoes, and where they have 
some towns and cornfields. This part of the country is little known to the 
white man, but the Indians are perfectly acquainted with it, and if they are 
dra\Tn from their present position, they will certainly go there. I have 
good authority, upon which I can rely, that many canoes, with women and 
children, and some men, have been sent there some time ago, and if the 
warriors are driven there, they can sustain themselves agaiost fonr-times 
their number. They can live on the coonty root, which abounds in the 
vicinity of Cape Florida and New river, and the great abundance of fish 
and turtle which abound in the rivers and on the seacoast, and which they 
take in any quantity at pleasure. From Cape Sable to Cape Florida, inside 
of Key West and the other keys, there is but one white man living who 
has ever penetrated it and passecJ through, and it is there the Indians have 
their hunting-grounds, and from whence they can retire into the islands in 
the everglades, and can go to the east as far, and even beyond, New river, 
and to Charlotte's har~or on the west. Steamboats of light draught of water, 
having ~mall boats of the least possible draught, are the only means by which 
you can follow the Indians in their can0es. One should go to Cape Flori­
da and proceed east -to Indian river, where she can enter and go up to the 
Lagoon, and the St. Sebastian and St. Lucia rivers. Another should 
go down through Key Biscayne bay (where the light-house is) and into 
Barnes's sound, and pass through in boats to Cape Sable ; and another 
should go throug-h from Indian Key to Cape Sable, and proceed along the 
coast to Cape Roman and Charlotte's harbor. 'fhese vessels and boats 
shouJd, by all means, get pilots at Indian Key: and the neighborhood, who 
have a knowledge of the navigation, as any person unacquainted will find 
the greatest difficulty to get along. I am thus particular, because I know 
much incGnvenience and difficu1ty will occur in the fitting out an expe­
dition to go on a coast so little known, and I am certain that if the In-
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dians once get down there, they can sustain themselves for years t;tgainst 
a superior force, and that it will be impossible to starve them out. · 

I very much hope that the Government will see the necessity of destroy­
ing those Spanish fisheries, and of prohibiting their vessels from carrying 
on any trade on the coast. I tender you my services in any way I can be 
useful in any e1tpedition which may be sent to any part of the 'rerritory. 

Respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
C. FI'rZPATRICK. 

General R. K. CALL. 

TALLAHAssEE, April20, 1836. 
SIR! I have just received from General Scott a copy of his official re­

port of the 12th and 13th instant, made to the Adjutant General of the Uni­
ted States army. 

From this document: it is evident that the present campaign will close 
without terminating the war with the Indians in Florida. 

The Ge11eral expresses the opinion that "the war on our part is in fact 
scar~elr begun.'"' 

'J'he militia from the several States will in a few weeks be disbanded, 
and the regular troops disposed of in the diifenmt forts. So soon as this 
shall occur, the frontier of this territory, for a distance of 200 ·miles, will be 
exposed to pillage and massacre by the enemy, who, so far fi·orn being sub­
dued by our numerous forces, hnve been rendered more bold and daring by 
the success with which they have resisted our power. 

The General speaks as though a part ?f onr troops may be sent to B,aton 
Rouge, at the close of the present campaign. 

I hope, sir, this measure may not be adopted, as I am well convinced that 
the whole regular force now in Florida will be insufficient to defend our 
frontier during the summer. 

I feel it my duty to apprize the department that the several posts at 
which General Scott proposes to leave garrisons will not cover the frontier 
~ettlements, and that a large and valuable district of country will be left en­
tirely defenceless. 

Fort Drane is the most western point at which he proposes to place a 
garrison ; from thence to St. Mark's is near 200 miles ; and the whole sea­
board from Tampa Bay to St. Mark's, extending back in the interior to the 
distance of from 50 to 100 miles, is an entire wilderness without inhabitants. 
Through. this route the enemy may penetrate within twenty miles of this 
place: without being discovered, or may plunder and destroy the settlements 
along the whole border, from Fort Drane to this place. 

At the commencement of the war, on my own responsibility I established 
two small posts on the Suwanee river; these have been kept up and are still 
garrisoned by the militia of the territory. The security of the frontier of 
Middle Florida requires that they should be maintained so long as the In­
dian war continues. If regular troops cannot be furnished for this purpose, 
it must be done by the militia. So confident I am, sir, the frontier will 
be harassed by the enemy during the whole uf the summer, that I feel it my 
duty to apprize you of the danger, and to ask for the necessary means of 
giving it protection. 

3 
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I propose to organize volunteer companies along the whole line of fron· 
tier, to be held in readiness to march at a moment's warning to any point 
which may be assailed. But we are without arms, ammunition, and the 
means of supplying provisions. 'The greater part of the arms received by 
my predecessor from the arsenal at Augusta, were delivered to the Georgia 
troops, and will not be returned to this place. 

I have, therefore, to request that I may, ~hould it be necessary, be au­
thorized to obtain from the arscrwl in Alabama or Louisiana a sufficient 
supply of arms and ammunition, and that I may be furnished with funds to 
supply provisions and transportation. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, yonr obedient servant, 

Hon. LEwis CAss, 

:Secretary of War. 

R. K. CALL. 

'l'ALLAHASS·EE, April22, 1836. 
SIR: The several expeditions fitted out in Florida to operate against the 

hostile Indians have caused the accumulation of a considerable debt against 
the Government, both in the Pay and Quartermaster's Departments. fhave 
to request that the necessary funds may be provided for their payment. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Hon. LEwis CAss, 
Secretary of l'Var. 

R.K. CALL. 

TALLAHASSEE, April 28, 1836. 
SrR: I enclose y<.'ln, herewith, a copy of a letter which I have just re· 

!Ceived from the colonel commanding the militia of A lachna county ; from 
which it will appear that, while our troops are marching and counter~ 
.marching in the enemy's country, we are invaded by the same enemy. 

Only a few days since, a body of 400 well-equipped and well-mounted 
men from Georgia, furnished on the requisition of General Scott, after 
marching to the depot on Black Creek, in Florida, without being sent 
on any service whatever, (as 1 am informed,) were disbanded and ordered 
home. 

rrhe Florida volunteers, a well-organized and efficient battalion of 300 
men, were disbanded one month before their term of service expired; and 
the day after their arrival here, I received an express informing me that 
the Indians had reappeared in considerable numbers, and were committing 
depredations on our frontier settlements. It is evident that the enemy, in­
stead of retreating to the south before the several divisions of General 
Scott's army, merely evaded them, and remained in their rear, ready to attack 
the frontier so soon as it sho•1ld be left unprotected. Many of their 
warriors are already well mounted; and from their success in capturing 
horses, as well from the army as from our citizens, they \\·ill be enabled in 
a short time to mount a formidable band. 

I have had no communication from General Scott since he marched 
from Tampa Bay; but there is no hope of his bringing the war to a close 
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wi'th the forces now in the field. I understand he does not intend making 
a:aother campaign until the fall. In the mean time, our frontier will be 
continually exposed to the tomahawk and scalping~knife, and the safety of 
our people requires the most prompt and efficient measures for their protec­
tion. Mounted men alone will be effective in the performance of this duty; 
and our,citizens and their horses have both been so much harassed with 
the war, that it will be a very difficult matter indeed to procure any con­
siderable number of either during the summer. 'rhe line of frontier to be 
defended will be near three hundred miles in extent, and will require at 
jeast 500 horsemen to keep the enemy in check. I have ordered out one 
hundred from the countie:s of Alachua and Duval; other companies shalt 
be organized as soon as practicable, and held in readiness to march at a 
moment's warning-. The people of Alachua, you will perceive from the 
enclosed letter, have been compelled to seek protection in the forts. 'rhey 
'vill not be able to return to their homes dnring the summer, and the Gov­
ernment w-ill be compelled to snppiy them with subsistence. In this state 
of things, I beg ieave to recommend that the women and children should 
be removed to some place {)f safety: where they can be more conveniently 
subsisted than at the little forts on the frontier. When this is done, the 
men will more willingly engage in the service. 

In my last, I mentioned that there were large claims against the Pay and 
Quart>ermaster's Departments, which remain unsatisfied. None of our troops 
have been paid for their services; and many 'Of our citizens have furnished 
supplies, for which they have received no compensation. 

I have to request that the necessary funds for that purpose may be for­
warded without delay, 

· I am, sir, very respectfully1 your obedient servant, 
R. K. CALL. 

Hen. LEWIS CAsS~ Secretary rif War, 

Docum-ent rPfBrred to in Govrwnor Call's letter of April28, 1836, ad­
dressed tv the honorable Lewis Cass. 

NEWNANSVILLE, E. F., April 25, 183(). 
DEAR S rR: Intelligence has reached me from below, that General Scott 

has retired with his army to Volusia. The volunteers are discharged, and 
'OUr frontier will be left in a more dangerous condition than at the com1 

mcncemen t of the war. 
The Indians have, within a few days past, spread themselves over the 

rotmtry, committing depredations upon the property of our citizens. They 
have shot a man at Micanopy; have carried off 17 or 18 horses from Fort 
Drane, under the eyes of the garrison; have taken four of Colonel Humphreis 
and two of General Clinch's negroes. Fresh Indian signs are seen daily in 
the neighborhood of Spring Grove, Micanopy, and other parts of the fi.·on­
tier, which indicate a large body of Indians dispersed in various quarters. 

The regular troops who will remain in the country are considered in­
adequate for its protection. The inhabitants below have fled to the forts 
again, and some are removing to places more remote from danger. ln 
fact, unless you authorize the raising of a company of men to protect our 
frontier, the country will, in all probability, be abandoned; for our citizens 
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feel very little security in committing their families and property to the 
protection of the regular troops. 

In this state of things, I feel it my duty to request that yon authorize­
the raising of one hundred men from East Florida, for the protection of 
our frontier. 

Yours, very respectfully, 
F. R. ~lANCHEZ1 

Governor .R. K. CALL. 
Col. Comd1g. 6th Regiment F. fll]., 

T AL:LAft_<\SSEE,. April 301 1836. 
SIR: Mnjor Watson1 the volunteer aid de-camp of General Seott, arrived_ 

here last night, and reports that he left the General at the battle-ground of 
Major Dade ; that he was ordered by the General to proeeeq to Fort King 
and Fort Drane, e1nd disband such of the Georgia militia as he might find 
at those places. He says that Colonel J_.indsey had been ordered back to 
Tampa Bay with the Alabama troops, where they wonl'J embark imme· 
diately for Mohile 1 and that General Scott was to proceed direcHy to Voltl'~ 
sia, from whence the South Carolina troops would be ordered home. Gcn~ 
eral Scott, be reports, would proceed to St. Allgustine, where he would 
await the further orders of the department. Major Watson fully confirms­
the intelligence l communicated to you in my last, relative to the exposed 
and distressed condition of the frontier s~ttlements;: and yon may rely with 
confidence on the most disastrous tf~sults, unless prompt and efficient meas-­
ures of defence are adopted. 

T am well convineed that it will require almost as many men to protec! 
our frontier as it would to carry the war into the enemy's country. If the 
means are afforded me by the GovernnJent, I will undertake to ear:ry Ofl a 
summer campaign ngainst the Indians. The women and negroes are en­
gaged in making corn while their warriors are desolating our fron1ier. If 
we can succeed in capturing them, the war wiH soon be bronght to a clos& .. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. K. CALL.. 

Hon. LEWis CAss, 
Secretarv of War. 

'r AL:tAtiAssE:E, May 41 183'f). 
SIR: The opinion I have ~a frequently expressed1 in my several eo-n:t> 

munications, relative to the danger to which our frontier settlements art~ 
exposed, is now fully confirmed. 'I'wo expresses have arrived to day, bring~ 
ing intelligence that an attack was made by the Indians last night on the 
plantation of Judge Randall,. abont twenty :five miles from this place. A 
negro man was k1lled and scalped 1 and two horses and a mule taken and 
carried off. I have ordered a party in pursuit of the enemy,. bat rts· yet na 
intelligence has been received from it. l shall immediaeely- organize· a force 
for the defence of the frontier; but I have again ta request, sir1 that l may 
be furnished with men, arms, and supplies to carry the war into the ene­
my's country. I assure you, sir, there is no hope of a snspension of thtJ 
war during the summer; it will be waged by the enemy with aU its hor .. 
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rors, and, if it be not earried into the enemy's country, ours will be desolat. 
oo with fire and sword. 

rrhere are no settlements for the distance of twenty-five or thirty miles 
from the seaboard along the whole coast from St. Mark's to the Bay of 
Tampa. 'rhe intermediate space is a continued wilderness, and the In­
dian.s can approach within five miles of this place without being discovered. 
If there is not a formi-dable force in the field, I have no doubt but Talla­
hassee and St. Mark's will be attacked during the summer. 

The greater part of the regular force under General Scott, I understand, 
has been sent to Tampa Bay, where it can be of no service whatever in 
defen Jing th.e frontier. All the settlements in that neighborhood having 
been entirely destroyed, there can be no necessity for keeping at Tampa Bay 
more men than will be necessary to defend that post. The residue should 
he stationed on the Suwanee river and at Fort Drane, and some command­
ing- position between those places, until another campaign is commenced. 
The two cutter~, the Dallas and the Dexter, which were placed subject to 
the orders 0f General Scott, and intended, as I have been informed, to cut 
-off the communication. between the Spanish traders from the island of Cuba 
and the l nd:ians, have been ordered to their stations on the coast of Alabama 
and Louisi:;).na, 'leaving the peninsula of Florida entirel}r exposed to the 
visitations o.f any vessels which may be inclined to carry articles to the 
Indians and 'take off negroes to the island of Cuba. 

Allow me, -sir, to suggest the necessity of keeping continually on the coast 
armed vessels of some description, to cut off all communication between the 
Indians and those who may be d•isposed to relieve their necessities by carry­
ang on a traffic with. them. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. K. CALL. 

Hon. LEwis CAss, 
!Secretary of War. 

TALLAHASSEE, May 61 1836. 
'SIR: I enclose you, herewith, copies of several letters relative to the situa­

tion of this country, from which you will perceive the many embarrassments 
to Virhich we are exposed. I wrote you by the last mail, informing you 
of t.he attack made by the Indians on the plantation of Judge Randall 
This morning the Indians were seen in the same neighborhood. They 
fired on two men, and wounded one of them very severely. 'rhe party 
l sent in pursHit were misdirected on their route, and did not fall in with 
them. I have ordeied au aJditional force into the field, and hope soon to 
relieve the settlement from the intrusion. 

I assure you 1 sir, the country is in the most distressed condition and, 
unless we are promptly aided by the Government, a large portion of it will 
be laid waste. I wrote to you some three weeks since for authority to 
draw arms and ammnnition from the arsenals of Louisiana and Alabama. 
l have now determined to send a vessel to Tampa Bay to endeavor to 
procure a temporary supply. I have taken the liberty also of requesting­
the commanding officer at that place to send such portion of his command 
.as can be spared from the defence of that post. I huve ordered 160 horse­
men into service, for the defence of Middle Florida ; and if the Govern-
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ment does not aid us in carrying on the war during the snmmer, the 
greater part of our population must be under arms, or the· conn try will be 
abandoned. Under the present sy::tem, the troops of the United States 
will be snugly disposed of in the fortifications, while the people of the 1'er­
ritory will be struggling with the enemy in the field. This, I am sure, 
cannot be the intention of the Government, and I hope soon to be informed 
of the adoption of measures which will bring this savage war to a close. 
Unless :something decisive is done before the commencement of onr sickly 
season, a large portion of the country will be overrun by the enemy. 

A part of the documents enclosed relate to a subject on which I feel the 
deepest concem. A blockho11se was built on the Withlacoochie river, and 
forty men of the Territory left there as a garrison. 'l.'he measure was a 
most injudicious one; and if the mei.l have not already perished, thei r 
situation is perilous in the extreme. 

You will perceive, from the letter of Generd Clinc-h, and the proceedings 
of the couneil of wnr he]J at Fort Urane;, that it was deemed inexpedient to 
send a force to their relief; although the distance was not more than thirty­
five or forty miles. Having been disappointed in procuring the boat which I 
relied on to be sent on this service, in the event of my request not bein~ com­
plied with, as a last resort I have sent to the Appalachicola for a steamboat 
to go on this expedition. If I succeed in getting one, I will force the enter­
prise up the river: and relieve the garrison of the blockhouse, if it has uo.t 
already been destroyed. 

I am, sir: very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Hon. LEWIS CAss, 
Secretary of VVar. 

R. K. CALL~ 

Copies of the documeJtts rPferred to in the letter of R. IC~ Call., of ~lay 6, 
1836~ addressed to the Hon. Le,wis Cass. 

HEADQUARTERS, 12th REG. FLOR. MILITIA, 

Charle~ Ferry, April16, 1836. 
SIR: I take a great deal of pleasure in announcing to your excellency 

the safe return of my men and boat from the shores of the \Vithlacoochie. 
I was ordered by General Scott, on the 25th of .March, to transport, as 
speedily as possible, from 750 to 1,000 bushels of corn to hjs army. 

Agreeably to his order, I prepared two boats, with sufficient bulwarks to 
withstand any thing like small arms, and, on the morning of the 30th, set 
sail for the month of the river. With the exception of a few emb<~nass­
ments on the mud flats of the Y<~cassa, our voyage was altogether a 
pleasant and an expeditions one. On reaching the mouth of the river, my 
adjutant and myself took our seats on deck, where we could make observa­
tions. 'N e saw some fresh Indian tracks on the sand-banks. On arriving 
at Captain Graham's old blockhouse, then about half-hour by sun, I ordered 
anchors to be cast, and, in the course of the night, had erected a substan­
tial blockhouse-such a one as wonld huve secured us against Oceola and 
his tribe. My instructions from the commanding general were to fire a 
volley of muskets on entering the mouth of the river, and every successive 
n:orning at ni.ne o'clock, until I was responded to by the right wing of th~ 
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army; and, in case of no response by the 3d or 4th of April, I would re­
turn to my station. 

Accordingly I waited until the 4th, and, having heard nothing from the 
army, set sail from my station, leaving Captain Halloman and company, 
at their earnest reqnest, in charge of blockhouse and provisions, knowing, 
as well as I could know any thing in future, that the provisions would be 
wanted, and wanted there. From the innumerable fastnesses on that river, 
the Indians will resort to it from time to time during the war. An Indian 
dog was shot by one of the sentinels the day !)efore I left. The establish· 
ment of a post there will be of great service in protecting the property of 
the frontier, and preventing the Indians from driving stock, and cutting 
off every thing like communication by boats between the Onthicoochy and 
Vacassa neighborhood. 

r-rhe Indians, I am informed, are in the habit of going to the Vacassa 
neighborhood, and butchering beef, drying it, and carrying it up the With· 
lacoochie in their canoes. My health for the last month has been gradually 
declining. I am now but a walking skeleton, with a chronic cough, and 
chill and fever. My prayer to your excellency is, to permit me to resign 
my command. Mine is really a case of life and death. If I remain in 
service, I ~hall certainly lose my life. By retiring to some healthier climate, 
with good nursing, I may regain my health. If you think with me that 
the war will not terminate before next spring, and prefer giving me a fnr· 
lough until the lst of next October, it would suit me much better, for I 
wish to see the close of it. I have shown every disposition to stand by my 
bleeding country while I had strength to sustain me; but my powers are 
now gone. It is four months and a half since 1 have heen in active ser· 
vice all the time, except a few weeks in Tallahassee. Permit mP, in retir· 
ing from office, to recommend my adjutant, J. McCants, as my successor. 
He is a good tactician, and, I think, a brave man, and possesses every other 
·qualification necessary to the making an accomplished officer. 

I am, respectfully, 

His ExceHency R. K. CALL. 

JNO. McLEMORE, 
Major 12th Regt. Florida JJ1ilitia. 

TALLAHASSEE, Jlpril 2(), 1836. 

SIR: A few days since I received a communication from 
1

Mnjor McLe. 
more, stationed on the Snwanee frontier, informing me that, under orders 
from General Scott, he had ascer.Hled the 'Vithlacooch ie, and erected a 
blockhouse on the south bank, some ten <,r twelve miles above its mouth, 
and that he had left a garrison of forty men in the bloekhouse and a large 
quantity of corn and pickled beef. This morning at daylight Major Read, 
of the Florida battalion, arrived at this place from the mouth of the Within.. 
coochie, bringing the intelligence that he discovered, at the mouth of the 
river, one-half of a large flat-boat, which had been cut in two apparently 
with a dull axe and hy an unpractised hand. His description corresponds 
with that given of the boat left at the blockhouse by Major McLemore, and 
I have every reason to fear that the blockhouse has been taken and the 
garrison massacred by the Indians. Major Read reports that he saw a 
number of fires extending along the coast as far west as the Vacassa bay, 
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and he has no doubt of there being a large body of Indians in that quarter~ 
I have thought it proper to communicate this intelligence to you, and t.() 
suggest the propriety of sending a force to the blockhouse to ascer­
tain the fate of the garrison: and if they are still safe to bring them off, un­
less it should be deemed more eXJ'edient by the commanding officer to con· 
tinue the force at that place. 1"'he detachment sent on this service should be 
strong enough to meet a considerable force, as I have no doubt of there 
being a large body of the enemy in that neighborhood. The blocl\house 
cannot be more than thirty-five or forty miles from Fort Drane. But should 
it be impracticable for you to send a sufficient force by land to ascertain 
their fate, I have ordered a fortified boat to be in readiness at Suwanee Old­
town, to proceed, with a part of the men at that place, to the relief of the: 
garrison, and to transport it back to the Old-townr unless the commanding 
general shall otherwise direct. You will, therefore, be pleased to-send an 
express to Major McCants: commanding at the Old-town, and inform him 
whether troops haYe been sent by land to the Jelief of the blockhouse, or 
whether the boat which will be in readiness shall be sent on that service • 
.Major Read was not apprized that there was a blockhouse and garrison on 
the Withlacoochie 11ntil his arrival at St. Mark7s and the disbanding of his 
command. 

The report of his examination at the mouth of the Withlacoochie will be 
made to you in a few days. 

It is reported, on good authority: that the Creek Indians have manifested 
a restless disposition, and some apprehension is expressed of approaching 
hostilities with them. 

I am, sir: very respectfully, your obedient servant) 

General ScoTT, 

R. K. CALL, 
Governor of Florida. 

Or the commanding officer at Fort Drane. 

llEADQ.UARTERS7 RIGHT WING, FLORIDA ARMY, 

Fort Drane, April 29, 18:36. 
At a council convened this evening to consider a proposition submitted 

by the brigadier general commanding, were present-

Brigadier General Clinch, 
Lieut. Col. Bankhead, 4th artillery, Major Cooper, Georgia voJuHteers,. 
Captain Thrnston, Captain Lendrum, 3d artillery, 
Captain Lee, 3d artillery, Captain VVharton, 1st dragoons, 
Captain Tcmpkins, 1st artillery, Captain Seymour, Georgia vols .. 
Capt. Foster, Georgia volunteers, Captain Brmvn, Georgia volunteers. 
ThP. question proposed was on information furnished by a letter from 

Governor Call, that a detachment of Florida militia had nscended tbe With­
lacoochie river nine miles above its mouth on the 2d of April, Ul der Major 
McLemore, and, after constructing a blockhouse, had left there forty men,. 
with several hundred bushels of corn and a large supply of salted beef; 
that Major Read, on his arrival at Tallahassee on the 26th of April from 
'rampa Bay, had reported that, in passing the mouth of the Withlacoochie,. 
he had discovered a boat cut in two, which he had reason to believe1 from 
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the description of the boat left with the detachment, to be the same. Gov­
ernor Call suggests, in his l~tter to the commanding general, the propriety 
of sending a force from this place to the blockhouse, to learn the fate of the 
garrison; stating, also, if that could not be done, that he had directed a 
force to go from Suwanee Old-town in a fortified boat (the force to be sup­
plied by a part of Major McCants's command there) to the relief of the de­
tachment. 

The question su.bmitted was on this information; and it w~s decided 
unanimously that a force adequate to the purpose could not be marched 
from this post. Not more than three hundred men could be raised at all 
capable of marching; that the physical ability of these is questionable, the 
whole being just returned from u most fatiguing and harassing campaign, in 
a state too enfeebled by exposure, hard marching, and sickness, to undertake a 
new expedition of one hundred miles; that, admitting them to be capable 
in other respects, they are not in sufficient number to enter the heart of the 
enemy's country. 'rhere being no other troops now operating in the Ter­
ritory, they must expect to encounter the whole strength of the enemy, 
which experience has shown to be competent to resist successfully the at­
tempt of a much larger force to cross the Withlacoochie. 'The blockhouse 
is on the opposite side. 'The effort to be made from the force here would 
leave this frontier entirely exposed. 

C. M. THRUSTON, 
Captain, acting Assistant Adjutant General. 

HEADQUARTERS, RIGHT w lNG, FLORIDA ARMY. 

Sm : I have only a moment to inform you that the force at this post 
is deemed insufficient, in its present sta.te, to give the proper succor to the 
detachment left on the south bank of the \Vithlacoochie, which I deeply 
regret. Your letter on that subject has been forwarded to Major General 
Scott, now at Picolata, and a copy to Major McCants, commanding on the 
Suwanee. I have urged Major General Scott to call into the service of 
the United States, for the term of six ~onths, if practicable, at least 200 
mounted men of the country. The regular force in the country is not 
sufficient to give the necessary protection to the inhabitants; and, unless 
some effort is made, this section of Florida will b8 laid waste. 

In much haste, I remain, with high respect, your most obedient, 

His Excellency Governor R. K. CALL. 

D. L. CLINCH, 
Brig. General U. S. Army. 

SvNER's, Mau 2, 1836. 
SIR: vVe did not proceed more than five miles on our scout this morn­

ing before we came upon fresh signs of Indians; after going a little farther, 
we found the camp which they had just left; there appeared to be about 
30 or 40_lndians. Hoping, however, that I might L"le able to fight my eight 
men agamst the number, I pushed forward for seven or eight miles farther, 
when we came in view of the Indian cow-pen, containing 250 or 300 head 
of cattle. I prepared my men for attack, and advanced within about 250 
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yards, when the Indians showed front to the number of 30 or 40. Having 
every reason to suppose an ambuscade between us, I then called a council 
of war, which resulted in an abandonment of all hope of bein 0' able to 
effect any thing by an attack They had about l5 or 20 horse~en, who 
drove about the cattle, and hurried them off with great speed. Deeply 
mortifying as it was, l had to withdraw my little company, whom I could 
not fight against six or seven times their force, having, at the same time, · 
the advantage of an ambuscade. If I had had a competent force, I could 
not only have deprived them of their cattle, but could no doubt have given 
you a good account of the enemy. I had not only an inferior force, but 
my men were badly armed, having no pistols or sabres. My dear sir, if 
you will only give me men, I can keep the Indians in check on this fron­
tier; but, at present, what can I do? I cannot express the deep mortifica­
tion I feel at not being able to fight those fellows to-day ; but I could do 
nothing but sacrifice my men. I found, also, at Gornbulin's, and other 
places down there, a large quantity of corn and potatoes, which I am wholly 
unable to remove. Syner's property is valuable to the country, and is now 
entirely exposed. 'I'he Indians ·will continue to gather cattle from this 
neighborhood, without my being able to prevent it. Send me bnt 50 men­
I can mount 10 or 15 more; and this force, though small, will certainly 
do something. Bell's boat has not yet arrived; as soon as it does, I will 
embark in the expedition to relieve Captain Halloman. 

This station is an important one, and I would pledge myself to keep the 
frontier defended, with proper and adequate means. Surely there is patriot­
ism enough in Middle Florida to assist in flogging these scoundrels. I 
was accompanied by Captain Townsend and Sergeant major Sears, who 
composed two of the eight. 

Governor R. K. CALL. 

Yours, in haste, 
J. McCAN'rS, Major, 

Commanding at Suwanee Old-town. 

. rr ALLAHASSEE, May 8, 1836. 
SrR: I am yet without an answer to any of the several letters I have 

written relative to the situation of this country, and our condition becomes 
more and more embarrassing every day. Last night a seutinel was fired 
on at St. Mark's by a party of Indians, and this morning a number of 
tracks were seen at the place. I have sent a detachment of horse in pur­
suit, and hope they may be overtaken. Outrages are now almost daily com­
mitted along our whole line of frontier. I am not advised of any measures 
having been taken by the officers of the United States army for our defence; 
and our sparse population must be brought into the field, or the country 
abandoned. • I am exceedingly anxious to learn what measures will be 
adopted by the Government, and hope soon to hear from you on that sub­
ject. The country is already greatly harassed; and, if we are not aided by 
the Government, the consequences may be fatal. 

Very respectfully, yours, 
R. K. CALL. 

Hon. LEwis CAss, 8ecretary of War. 
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TALLAHASSEE, May 10, 1836. 
SIR: I enclose you, herewith, copies of two letters received by express 

from East Florida, from which yon will perceive that the people on that 
frontier are not only in the highest stnte of excitement and alarm, but in 
the most imminent peril. In a sparse population like ours, scattered over a 
vast extent of country, with a fierce and savage enemy on our borders, the 
means of selfdefence cannot be efCpected; nnd yon must be aware, from the 
result, that the measures heretofore adopted are entirely insufficient. 

1 obtain no information from the ofticers of the Government charged 
with the defence of the frontier. The only letter I have received from any 
of them, since I came into office, was one written in reply to one from 
me, a copy of which I enclosed you a few days since. Our citizens are 
slaughtered in the immediate vicinity of the posts; and the only intelli­
gence I receive of their sufferings is from the survivors, who escape to the 
interior. I should feel no disposition to inquire into the mode of defence, 
if it proved successful ; but while the country is bleeding at every pore, 
and is threatened with desolation, I must be permitted to speak plainly, sir, 
and ask what measures are proposed for our defence. If 1 had the means, 
I should not ask assistance, hut would carry the war at once into the enemy-'s 
country. Our people have been greatly harassed by the war, and the re­
sources of many are entirely exhausted. Their personal services, their 
provisions, and their horses, WP.re freely given for the public use; but they 
have as yet received no remuneration whatever. The predatory bands of 
the enemy are still prowling in our neighborhood. Several detachments of 
horse are still in pnrsuit; but, from the dense hammocks in which they 
secrete themselves, every pursuit has been unsuccessful. 'l:'he night before 
last a house was burnt by the lndians within twenty miles of ' this place, 
and within two or three miles of where there were different detachments 
in pursuit of them. I shall still persevere, however, and hope yet to over­
take and destroy them. This, however, if successful, will produce only 
temporary relief; for there is nothing to prevent them overrunning our 
country, if they press forward immediately. The enemy can bring 1,000 
warriors on our frontier whenever they think proper; and the only success­
ful mode of defence is to invade their country, and keep them engaged at 
home. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. K. CALL. 

Hon. LEwis CAss, Secretary of War. 

TALLAHAsSEE, May 12, 1836. 
SIR: The copies of letters to which I referred in my last were accident­

ally omitted ; they are herewith enclosed. 
On yesterday a lad was shot and scalped by the Indians while plough­

ing in the field within twenty miles of this place. I have yet received no 
answers to the many letters I have addressed you relative to the situation 
of this country. I hope, sir, measures will be promptly taken to pay up the 
demands against the Government, and to provide for our defence. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Ron. LEwis CAss, 
Secretary of War. 

R. K. CALL. 

• 
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Copies of the documents referred to in t!te letter of R. K Call of May 
12, 1836, addressed to the Hon. L. Cass. 

FoRT GILLILAND, May 6, 1836. 
SrR: Information has just reached here that the Indians have attacked 

five white men and two negroes near Micanopy-four killed and three es­
caped, two of whom are wounded; the people aU below this are aban­
doning the country, and the Indians have possession without opposition. 
I have summoned the whole re~imen~ to meet here to morrow, and then I 
shall repair to the frontier, and there ~wait your assistance. The people are 

, so much confused, I fear there will be few that will meet; I therefore wish 
you to give me orders to have the whole regiment in actual service. I 
therefore request that you will order Colonel Summerland to have the 12th 
regiment organized and ordered into actual service. I wish you to order 
two hundred or two hundred and fifty men from .Middle Florida; there is 
provision enough in the countrr for their support, and, unless such assist­
ance is granted, the country must be abandoned entirely. The few re­
gulars that are at Camp King and Fort Drane afford little or no protection 
to the country. The people have abandoned the country, so that there will 
be provision enough, unless destroyed by the enemy. 

Yours, in haste, 

His Excellency R. K. CALL, 
Governor of Florida. 

COLTON RA "\VLS, 
Lt. Col. 6th regiment F. M 

NEWNANSVILLE, FoRT GILLILAND, May 5, 1S36. 
DEAR SrR: Since writing to you the other day, several families have 

come into this place, and state that every family is leaving Hogtown settle­
ment. I will try to get as many to stop at this place as possible, until l can 
hear from you ; the people are more alarmed than I ever saw them before. 
If I can rally one hundred men at this place, I will leave a guard with the 
women and children, and proceed to the frontier with the balance, and en­
deavor to maintain my ground until aid can reach us. The people will make 
a stand at this place, provided speedy relief can be had; if not, they must 
break from the country. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
- COLTON RAWLS, 

Lt. Col. 6th regiment F. M. 
His Excellency R. K. CALL: 

Governor of Plorida. 

TALLAHASSEE, j}Jay 12, 1836. 
SIR: I have reason to believe that fraudulent claims against the Quarter­

master's Department have been carried to Washington. Some were_ pre­
sented for approval to the acting Governor befcre I entered on the duties of 
my office, which were unsustained by the original bills of purchase. When 
the person presenting them found they would be scrutinized here, he re-



45 [ 278] 

tired with them, and I pre~ume he has gone to Washington to have them 
supported by Governor Eaton, given after he was out of office. If such 
have been presented, you may rest assured they are fraudulent, and that 
the fraud can be detected if proper inquiry is made. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Hon. LEWIS CAss, 
Secretary of War. 

R.K. CALL. 

TALLAHASSEE, May 12, 1835. 
M-v DEAR GENERAL: I have written to the Secretary of War almost every 

mail since I entered on the duties of my office, relative to the exposed and 
distressed condition of our frontier. To that correspondence I beg leave to 
call your attention, as I have yet received no answer whatever from the 
War Department. The last campaif_n was a total failure, and resulted only 
in exhausting our resources, and giving additional confidence to the enemy. 
So far from conquering any part of their country, our settlements have re­
ceded before the invasion of the savages, who are now undisputed masters 
of all the country east of the Suwanee, beyond the reach of gunshot from 
the forts. The inhabitants of that conntry are confined to the little stock­
ades which they have erected in the different neighborhoods, and are fre· 
qnently destroyed when they venture out in pursuit of subsistence for their 
families. Having desolated that part of the country, the enemy is tnrning 
his attention to this. Marauding bands are now on our borders, divided 
into small parties, which continue to harass and destroy the frontier settle­
ments. In addition to the outrages which I have already reported to the 
Secretary of War, yesterday they killed and scalped a lad while plonghing 
in the field, within twenty miles of t.his place. A detachment of horse ar. 
rived on the spot very 2oon after, but I have not yet heard with what suc­
cess the pursuit has been attended ; but, hitherto, they have evaded every 
pursuit, owing to the dense hammocks in which they conceal tbemselves. 
You are aware, sir, that the country on our seaboard is low and swampy, 
intersected with lagoons and marshes, and that there are no inhabitants 
nearer than twenty five or thirty miles from the coast; thus presenting an 
open avenue for the approach of the enemy as far west as St. Mark's, and 
within a few miles of this place. The ~parse population of this country, 
exhausted and harassed as it already is by the war1 I assure you, sir, is 
entirely incapable of self-defence, unless tbey abandon all they have, and 
concentrate at such points as may be defended. 1.,he nearest post to this 
place is Fort Drane, a distance of 150 [miles], and the garrison is unable to 
llrive the enemy from the immediate [vicinity]. I can hear of no rneasure 
proposed for our defence; and I assure yon: sir, if something is not promptly 
done, that this country will be desolated during the summer. 

I am organizing a force, such as we are able to raise; but it will be quite 
insufficient to keep the en~my in check any length of time. Jf r can 1 by 
any means, assemble 2,500 men, I will put an end to the war in a short 
time. The proper way of defending our country is; to carry the war into 
that of the euemy. 

I am, dear General, very sincerely, yours, 
R. K. CALL. 

General JACKSoN. 
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'rALLAHASSEE, .fl!Jay 14: 1836, 
SIR: I enclose you, herewith, a copy of a letter just received; givinel' 

further intelligence of the suffering and distress of our frontier inhabitant~. 
I have written to yon so frequently on this subject, without receiving any 

answer whatever, that I despair of producing any beneficial result by my cor­
respondence; I am, nevertheless, resolved to do my duty, and leave the re­
sponsibility to rest on those who fail, after due notice of the necessity of 
prompt action, to provide for the protection of the frontier. 

You will perceive, from the document enclosed, that there are four hun­
dred women and children at one post, who have been driven from their 
homes, leaving behind them all they had for support. If the Government 
is unable to reinstate and defend them at their homes, humanity would 
seem to require that they should, at least, be carried to some place of safety, 
and provided with food, under the resolution of Congress passed during 
the present session. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Hon. LEw rs 0Ass, 
Secretary oj War. 

R. K. CALL. 

Copy of the document referred to in t!u~ letter of R. 1{. Call, of L11ay 14, 
1836, addressed to the Hon. Lewis Cass. 

NEWNANSVILLE, May 10, 1836. 
SrR: Since forwarding the express, by l\ir. Ellis, I avail myself of the 

opportunity by Major Holmes, of Gentburg, of informing you of the awful 
situation in which we are placed. I have had, this day, an account of the 
women and children (only) taken, and the report is four hundred, most of 
whom have fled to this post within the last two days for safety ; and God 
only knows how many more of those unfortunate people may come in: as 
all below this have within the last twenty-four hours broken up, and left 
their homes and their all at the mercy of their savage enemy. 'rhose who 
have concentrated here are determined to make a stand, and, I think, will, 
to the last, defend their post, as there are many women and children who 
are destitute of the means of getting away from here, and necessarily com­
pelled to stay. Notwithstanding the scarcity of provisions in this part of 
the country, and the destitute means which the United States army has left 
us as regards hauling, I have this day ordered out what few teams are in 
the range of my power, to bring in what provisions are left us in this part 
of the country. I have, also, for the protection and safety of the inhabit­
ants thus fled to me for protection~ ordered an extension of the pickets, and 
the erection of two blockhouses, as also a storehouse, within the pickets; 
all of which I deem necessary for their safety. Rations have been ordered 
to be furnished them, which will continue till further advised by your 
excellency. 

The greater part of the people here are stockowners, who are anxious to 
make this post a last stand, knowing, should it break, there would be no 
other this side of the St. Mary's river. 

1 shall have here from eighty to one hundred men, who, thus far, have 
shown a willingness to fight. I am confident of their valor, and, cauld it be 
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possible we can be furnished with ammunition, 1 have not the least doubt of 
being able to defend this part of Alachua. I will, as soo~ as practicable, 
send out a mounted force ot forty or fifty men to scour the frontier, and, on 
their return, drive all cattle which they may fall in with to this place; 
which cattle I shall have driven to the north of Santa Fe, which may be of 
usehere after to any troops who may be sent to our relief, and at the sa~e 
time prevent the Indians getting them. As I bave·before stated, there IS 

still a quantity of corn south of this; if not protected, it must be destroyed 
by the Indians. 

Hoping the retum express may bear some news of assistance, I remain, 
in baste, your most obedient servant, 

COLTON RAWLS, 
Lieutenant Colonel, com. 6th reg. F. M. 

P. S.-Colonel Sanchez is at present absent. 

His Excellency R. K. CALL, 
Govenwr of Florida. 

TALLAHASSEE, May 16, 1836. 
Sm. : I enclose you, herewith, a copy of a letter from Lieutenant Walker, 

commanding the blockhouse on the Withlacoochie, an account of which I 
gave you in a former letter. Three men made their escape from the block­
house in a canoe, and arrived at St. Mark's last night. They confirm the 
statement made in the letter of Lieutenant Walker, and represent the gar­
rison at the blockhouse as being in a most deplorable situation. The steam­
boat, which I mentioned in a former letter having been sent for, arrived at 
St. Mark's yesterday. It has been ordered here, to be fortified by construct­
ing- bulwarks; and, so soon as she is ready, will endeavor to force a passage 
up the river and relieve the garrison. It is the opinioN of the men who 
have escaped that we should have to fight our way from the mmtth of the 
river to the blockhouse. The boat will be well prepared, and I hope will 
be able to destroy many of the enemy on the expedition. The blockhouse 
is within a very few miles of the principal settlements of the Indians; it is a 
very important position, and, had I the means of holding it, I would not 
abandon it. If the steamboat succeeds in ascending the river, (as I have no 
doubt she will,) we shall then see the certainty and ease with which supplies 
might have been introduced into the enemy's country, if the proper steps 
had been taken: the main body of the enemy has always been on the With­
lacoochie, and might have been found there. I am sorry to say, sir, that 
another mail has arrived, and I have yet had no answer to one of the many 
letters I have written you relative to the situation of this country. Perhaps, 
sir, when too late, you may fu:Id that the information I have at different 
times communicated was worthy of your attention. War with the Creeks 
is now reduced to a certainty. Florida will then be between two fires; and 
what may be the situation of this country two months hence, no human 
foresight can predict. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Hon. LEwis CAss, 
Secretary of War. 

R. K. CALL. 
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Copy of the document 1'eferred to in the letter of R. K. Call, dated !Yl9y 
16, 1836, addressed to the Ron. Lewis Cass. 

CAMP J\icLEMORE, May 10, 1836. 
DEAR SrR: lrVe have remained here the whole time since you left us, 

and were attacked on the 12th of April, at dawn of day, by a large body of 
Indians; :;;ince which time, we have been surrounded with them almost 
continually, and have had upwards of twenty fights with them, and have 
had only two of our men killed (Eli Sealy on the 13th of April, and our 
captain, E. Halloman, on the 3d of May) and five others slightly wounded. 
The loss of the Indians is, I think, fifteen or twenty killed. On the 15th of 
April we had an engagement with 400 or 500 Indians, which lasted two 
hours and forty-five minutes; during which time they got possession of our 
fiat, whir.h drifted down the river, and was destroyed by them. So we 
have bad no means of getting away from here without relief from some 
source, as we have not a man who knows the geography of the country. 

We are entirely out of every necessary of life, except corn and water, 
and know not where to look for relief, as the time which you appointed has 
elapsed by ten or twelve days. And we have not heard or seen any thing 
of the army, or any other person, except (Powell's) yelling devils; and their 
yells would have been silenced long ago, if we had had men enough: for you 
may rest assured, dear sir, that there are some fighting fowls here. Poor 
fellows! it is a pity that they should ever starve, for they have fou~ht well. 

The sending of this express is full of danger, and has been delayed on 
that account, hoping that the boat might come to our relief, till we have 
given it over. I am under the belief that General Scott wrote to you that 
he would come and get the corn which was brought here for the army, 
and relieve u:s himself, and that is, perhaps, the cause of the long delay of 
the boat; but, sir, we are here, suffering; and hope you will come or send 
persons to our assistance as soon as possible. · 
· Yours1 very respectfully, 

Major McLEMORE. 

L. B. WALKER, 
Lieutenant in command of company A. 

TALLAHASSEE, May 24, 1836. 
StR: I have this moment received your letter of the 14th instant, and 

must apologize for the warmth with which I have expressed myself in my 
correspondence with yon, in relation to our frontier settlements. My apol­
ogy will be found in the embarrassed and distressed situation in which I 
found the 'Territory, and my great anxiety to relieve her snfferings. 

Agreeably to the request contained in your letter of the 5th instant, I 
have communicated to General Scott my views in relation to the defence 
of our frontier. My letter was borne to him by an intelligent gentleman, 
who wm demonstrate my plan on the map of Florida. I enclose you, 
herewith, a copy of it, to which I beg leave to call your attention. In the 
present position of the troops, they give no protection whatever to the set­
tlements; nor would an army of ten thousand men produce the desired 
effect, located and employed in the same manner. 

At Fort Drane and Micanopy there are several hundred troops. They 
are situated within the boundary of Arredonda, as described on the map of 
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F1lorida, and the ener,ny is in undisputed possession of all around them, and 
as far south as Dill's pust office, which, you \vill perceive from the map, is 
near fifty miles. Whether they are ever employed on scouts to drive back 
the marauding bands of the enemy, I cannot say; but certain it is, our 
citizens are slaughtered in their immediate vicinity, and the whole country 
is desolated as far north as the points I have mentioned. Only a few days 
since, a white man and my faithful guide, old Nero) were ~hot down by 
ihe Indians, while hunting cattle near one of these posts. Enclosed is a 
eopy of a letter from Colonel Mills, ~iving an account of their fate. 

At Tampa Bay there cannot be less than three or four hundred men, 
where there is nothing to protect but the post. And a short time since, a 
'Citizen, who had taken refuge there, was shot by the Indians while hunting 
cattle but a short distance from the post. 

I enclose yon, also, a letter from Ml'ljor McCants~ of the Florida militia, 
commanding at Su vvanee Old-town, from which you will perceive that 
his post is snrrounded by the enemy. Immediately on receiving the intel­
ligence, I orJered a detachment of horse to his rehe~ and I hope they may 
arrive in time to cnt off the retreat of the Indians. 

I am well satisfied) sir, from the sitmttion of our country, and the nature 
of the enemy, that the plan 1 have proposed to General Scott is the only 
one by which our frontier can be snc.cessfnlly defended. 

By conc.entrating the forces at the month of the Withlacoochie, (or Ama­
~ura, as it is called,) and, immediately after landing, if we make a rapid 
march into the country, we may surprise the enemy and capture their 
wives and children, which will be the most effectual means of putting an 
€lld to the war. At any rate, we shall be able to rout them from all their 
neighboring settlements; destroy their corn; capture their cattle; and give 
them such employment at home as will leave them no time to invade our 
fror1tier. If General Scott should be ordered to take command of the army, 
which must necessarily be employed ngainst the Creeks, I should be grati· 
:fied by being directed to tead the expedition agaim,t the Seminoles. Sup­
plies of every kind, for such an expedition, are in abundance at Fort 
Brooke~ aud may easily be transported to the mouth of the vVithlacoochie. 

Apprehending that the Creek Indians may attempt to retreat to the pe­
ninsula for the purpose of uniting with the Florida tribe, I have sent Gen. 
Searcy to confer with the Governor of Georgia, and A. M. Mc .. VValker, the· 
secretary of the Territory, to confer with the Governor of Alabama, on 
the suhject; and have requested that a formidable force may be placed by 
each of those States on the southern and eastern frontier of the Creek na­
tion, for tHe purpose of preventing their escape. Should this measure be· 
promptly adopted) we have nothing to fear; but should it be long delayed, 
a large portion of the Territory ma·y be desolated; for I have no doubt it is 
the intention of the Creeks to locate themselves on the peninsula of Florida. 

If Georgia and Alabama will take care of the Creeks, and my plan for 
the defence of Florida is adopted, I have no doubt of the result. 

I aFn, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. K. CALL. 

Hon. L'E\VIS CAss, 
:secratmy of War. 

P. S.-1 beg leave to refer you to Bernard's map, as furnishing the best 
description of the Withlac"wchi.e or Amazura river. 

4 

,. I 
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Copies of the documents rejt'rred to in Governor CaWs letter of 24th Ma'!/1 
18~6, addressed to the honorable Lewis Cass. 

rrALLAHASSEE, May 22, 1836. 
SIR: I have received a letter from the Secretary of War, in which I am 

requested to commumcate my views to yon, on the subject of defence for 
the frontier of Florida. The present line to be defended is extensive, the 
population sparse, and the country so co,npletely intersected with swamps 
and hammocks, that I should despair of giving perfect protection by any 
number of fortifications within the present means of Government to erect 
during the summer. The line of defence may, however, be greatly reduced 
in length by advancing our posts nearer the enemy, and onr security pro­
moted by carrying thP. war into their country. I would therefore respect~ 
fully suggest that the present forts sb<tuld be garrisoned only by a sufficient 
number of men to hold them as rallying points and as places of deposire; 
that all the available regular force, with sneh assistance as we mny be able 
to procure from the seamen and marines of the United States, and the mili­
tia of the Territory, be assembled to make an expedition to the Withla­
coochie. It is now fully ascertained that, through the channel of this river, 
supplies in any quantity may be introduced a-nd transported within a short 
distance of the Indian settlements. ,.I'here is safe anchorage off the mouth 
of the river, from whence the supplies may be conveyed up in fortified 
lighters to the place where the depot should be established. The troops 
from Key West, Tampa Bay, and New Orleans, with the seamen and 
marines, and the militia from this part of the country, can be transported to 
the mouth of the river. 'I' he disposable force from Fort Drane can march 
acroils the country to Suwanee Old-town, from whence they can be con­
veyAd in a steamboat to unite with the other forces. So soon as a junction 
.of the different troops shall bave taken place, I would propose that a rapid 
.and spirited march be made on the Indians where they are settled on the 
river and its vicinity; and, after routing them *and destroying- the corn 
which they are cultivating, the trQops might fall back to a healthy position 
on the river, within the influence of the sea breeze, where a strong fortified 
camp might be constructed, from whence the enemy may be harassed by 
frequent excursions into their settlement~. By the aid of small fortified 
boats, supplies might be introduced through the channel of all the streams 
emptying into the Gulf between the Hillsl.Jorough and Withlacoochie rivers. 
From this fortified camp, I would keep up a continual communication with 
Fort Drane by a detachment of horse. 'l'he distance wonld not exceed 35 
or 40 miles, throngh an open country; and a strong patrol thus employed 
would effectually protect the whole frontier of Middle and :East Florida ns 
far as Fort Drane, from whence another patrol of horse might be extended 
to the St. John's. rrhus we should not onlv cover all the frontier settle­
ments by a short line of defence, but, by giving the enemy employment in 
his own country, we should throw him on tbe defensive, and leave him 
neither time nor opportunity to invade ours. One thousand men, thus 
posted and thus employed, would give more protection to our settlements 
than teu times the number stationed along the line from the Atlantic to St. 
Mark's, on the Gulf of Mexico; all of which, you perceive, presents a frontier 
perfectly accessible to the invasion of the enemy. The Indians are now 
crossing the Suwanee in great numbers, and, unless timely assistance is 
.afforded, this flourishing and prosperous district of country will be laid 
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Wtts\e during the summer~ "\\Te must struggle with the enemy somewhere; 
and it were better that this struggle should be maintained in theirs than in 
onr own country, when the slaughter of women and children must be the 
inevitable result of the conflict. After hearing that it was your intention 
to send a part of the force from Tampa Bay to take post on the Sn \Vanee, 
and the ~!Jemy having appeared and committed outrages within 25 miles of 
this place, l chartered a vessel, and sent her with a request to the command· 
ing officer at rrampa Bay that a portion of his force might be immediately 
sent to St. l\'lark's. The vessel returned loaded with arms and provisions. 
The schooner Motto, the public transport., ~arne with a cargo of the same 
kind., but no men \\Tere sent. I immediately chartered another ves~el, and 
sent her back with a renewal of my request to the commandiug officer, 
which I h:Jpe will prove more successful. A part of the 4th regiment, 
under command of Major Foster, I learn has been sent to New Orleans. I 
would respectfully suggest the propriety of ordering this force to return to 
St. Mark's, with such additional regular troops as may be drawn from the 
garrison at Louisiana. Our situation, sir, 1 assure you, is one of great peril. 
On the north, we have the formidable power of the Creeks; on the south, 
the fierce and warlike Seminoles. The former will soon be driven before 
the forces of Georgia and Alabama) and will no doubt attempt to form a 
junction with the ~eminoles. Should this be done, Middle Florida will 
present one dreadful scene of carnage and desolation. The settlements be­
tween the Creeks and the Florida line are already giving \vay, and the in· 
habitants retiring into stockades. The powerful States of Georgia and Ala­
l.ilama should be required, without delay~ to throw a strong force on their 
southern frontiers of the Creek country. If this be not promptly done, sir, 
tlw consequences may be fatal to all Middle and West Florida. l shall ad­
dress t~e Governors of these States on the subject by the mail of to-night, 
and hope they will adopt my suggestions. 

I aml very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. K. CALL. 

Major General ScoTT. 

OLD-TOWN, May 19, 1836. 
Sm. : Your express arrived in time to save this station. The men here 

mutinied twice to leave me; they have quieted down for a short time, but 
I do not know at what time they will desert me in a body. Relief must 
come in a fe\v days to save this station. I need a reinforcement nt this 
place; the Indians are around us in bullying style, and our force barely 
sufficient to keep the posts. A few days since, they killed a man of this 
station, who had most imprudently, and contrary to all instructions, come 
frmn the other post to this, without arms or guards. The information in 
respect to the frontier of Jefferson and Madison is what makes the men 
here so disinclined from the performance of their duty; and I think it im­
possible to retain them longer than next week. A tempor*l.ry relief of 20 
m 30 men may save this station.~ if sent in time. I am also informed, by 
the lieutenant in charge of Charles Ferry, that the men there are deter­
mined to leave that post on 'Tuesday next, regardless of consequences, on 
the ground that their time is expired then. The term of service of the 
men here will end about the same time~ and I have reason to believe 
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t.hnt they w!ll desert hoth stntions nt once. 'The men here are in iJI hrnTrf1 f 
:md, in this way, I nrn often unable to keep np a sufficient n 1mber of sen­
tinels fnr the safety ot the place. Lynier's plantation, where I bad com., 
me n eed n station, has bcPn bnrnt down, destroying a large qnantity of pro­
visions of every kinrl. I a\vait the nrrival of next 'l'uesdny with mnny" 
apprehen~ions ; I mt st, therefore, nppeal to yon in the most e1Hnest man­
ncr for the safety of this place. A Iorge nnmber of Indians nre now nro,n nd 
U':l, usi ng e\'cry effort to cut off my m<'n 1 some were in !\hiler's fleid this 
m orningr and I expect, with my presc:lt num!)er, ro have many of my men 
cn t off pa~sing and repas~ing between the forts. I am sensible of the im­
portnnc~ of this station, nnd, therefore, tremble for its fate. I would con­
centrate the men here at Dabney, but most of our provisirms arc at Mil· 
ler's, and we have no means of removing them. Another reason is, that if 
Miller sets off, the men will not remain ; of this, I had a trial yesterdayr 
in attemptir1g to remove those forces here. The bearer of this expres~1 
Sergeant Taylor, will explain fully our condition. 

Yours, &c.7 

J. McCANTS, 

His Excellenc:r R. K. CALL~ 
Major1 commanding at Suwanee., 

JAcKSONVILLE, May 14, 183(j, 
SrR: Your orders to Col. "\Varren, of the 27th ultimo, were received by 

me, and opened in his absence ; Col. Warren having gone to St. Augustine,. 
as I am informed, by request of Gen. Scott. 

I immediate] y forwarded the orders to him1 and proceeded to take meas­
ures for assembling the quota required from our regiment. I am confident 
that the Colonel will make every exertion to justify the confidence reposed 
in him by yon, and will immediately proceed ont. 

By a letter received from Col. Rawls, I am informed that Capt. Wm., 
Gibbons, and Nero, our old guide1 were shot near Cuernsfort last Thurs­
day. I have written: in answer to his application for aid, that we will do 
all we can, and hope to be at Newnansville on Thursday next. 

I have called on the quartermaster of the United States stationed here,. 
and he refuses to issue on my requisition, based upon your order. I am 
anxiously waiting Col. Warren 1s arrival, to \1ear how he will act in this 
tnatter. We can procure any quantity here, of the merchants, if tht1 Uni­
ted States will only pay or acknowledge our accounts; but we have been 
disbanded since the 1st of March, and not one cent paid to anybody yet~ 

I [lffi7 sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
W M. F. MILLS, 

Lieut. CfJl. 4th Regiment Florida Militia .. 
His Excellency R. K. CALL, 

Governor of Florida~ 

'f1.&tLA.fiAS'sEtt,. May 2S,.tsg&. 
SrR: 1 enclose you, herewith1 a copy of a letter just rec'eited from Gene ... 

ral Eustis, from which it appears that Fort King1 the last post whi-cb we 
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he1d in the Indian country, has been abandoned, and that a part of its gar­
rison has been ordered to Newnansville, and the other to Santa Fe bridge, 
not far distant from the former place. Thus our troops are following up 
the retreat of the people of the frontier, leaving the Indians in quiet pos-
8ession of all the country they have conquered. A part of the 4th in­
tantry, under command of Major Foster, has left Florida for New Orleans 
<>r Baton Rouge; I would respectft1lly suggest that these sbmlld be ordered 
to return to Florida, with aU others that may be spared from the gnrrisons 
-of Louisiana. 

If there are troops that can be withdrawn from the northern stations, 
they should also be ordered to Florida. 

I have received your letter of the 18th instant, and, with regard to that 
part of it which authorizes me to raise a thousand volunteers, iu case the 
measure should pass Congress, I have only to observe that Sitch a force can· 
~1ot be raised in Florida for any purpose; and, if we do not receive assist­
ance from abroad, the country cannot be defended. 

What you have remarked on the subject of pursuing the marauding­
parties of the enemy, ]s certainly correct; but where, I would ask, are the 
horsemen you propose to be ready at every point along the line of fronl]er, 
for three hundred miles, to ruouut and pursue the Indians whenever they 
appear1 If I had the horsemen, this is what I should do; but I know not 
where to get them. The regular troops, yon observe, "ought not to be re­
quired to do more thrm hold their positions, overawe the enemy," &c. As 
to overawing the enemy, they yet have that to learn, as the Indians hold 
the country all aronnd them.; and they might as well hold their positions in 
<myr other part of the world as this, for the protection they give to our set­
tlements. 
_ lam disposed to make every effi)It in my power to save the col!ntry; but 
lf l have neither the means nor the power of doing so, the responsibility of 
f.1ilure will not rest upo:1 me. 

l am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient .servant, 

H.()n. LEwis CAss, 
Secretary of War. 

R. K. CALL. 

HEADQUARTERS, ARl\lY OF FLORIDA, 

St. Augustine, lVlay 2l, 1836. 
Sat: Major General Sc0tt h1s evidently left hen~, under iustructions 

fsom the War Department tt} proceed to the Creek Nation, and has directed 
me to assume the command of all the troops in the rrerritory of Florida. 

He has instructed me to communicate freely with the Governor of Flor­
ida ; and it is therefore that I address you to inform you that, in musuanc-e 
-of his fnrther instructions, I have directed the garrison and store~ to be 
withdmwn from Fort King, and one of the companies now at that station 
to be posted at Newnansville, where a large number of inhithit<~nts rPqnire 
,protection; the other company will be posted at Santa Fe bridge, to cover 
the communication with Garey's Ferry from Fort Drane. 

It is g-reatly to be desired that three or fonr companies of the Territorial 
militia should be mustered into the service of the United States; and, if I 
am not misinformed, General Scott communicated to yon his views of that 
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subject. Permit me here to snggest that the personal influence of your ex-~ 
cellency might be weH employed in indncing· the President to send three or 
four companies of artillery from the eastern seaboard. 

I am, with great respect, your humble servant, 
ABRAHAM EUS'riS, 

Brigad~cr General United States army. 
His Excellency R. K. CALL, 

Go·vernor of Florida~ 

T AILLAHA&S·EE, i'ftlay 3.0, 1836~ 
l\l(y DEAR GENERAL: I have just had the satisfaction to receive your 

letter of the 18th instant. I accept, with great pleasure, of the· trust yon 
have conferred on me; and I promise ym~l that I wrH soou put em end to 
the war in Florida, or perish in the attempt. 

I am disappointed, however, in not recerving an D-J'dAr from the Secretary 
of W ur, placing me in command of the forces in Fiorida. I have a letter;. 
dated on the 19th, {rom him, in which he speaks of the expected passage 
cf the law for raising volunteers, and observes;- "I tmst you are making 
all the arrangements necessary for the employment of the requisite force 
as soon as the measure is snnctioned hy Congress." 'fhis is all he says 011 

that subject, bnt I hope, by the mail which will arrive the day after to-­
morrow, I shall receive the neces~ary orders to enahle me to assume com­
mand, and commence my preparations for a campaign. The character, as 
well as the position, of the enemy, has been ent-irely misconceived by our 
generals ; and the state of their movements forbids the possibility of their ac· 
complishing any thing of importance. Your opinion with regard to the 
mode of operating in this conntry is entirely correct. No army C<"Ln make 
a successful carnpnign attended by a large train of baggage-wAgons. By 
rapid and forced marches, the enemy may be surprised, and the women 
and children captured. I feel very confident that. I shall be enabled to ac­
complish tbis, to some extent, at least, in a very short time after I enter the 
country. In nothing did onr generals commit a greater blunder during the 
last campaign than in the points at which they established their dE.pots, and 
the routes on which the supplies were conducted. The Withlacoochie is 
the stronghold of tbe enemy: their wives and children, their cattle and their 
homes, are there. Through the channel of this river, supplies of every 
description can be introduced within twenty miles of the principal settle­
ments. I shall make a feint with my horsemen alone, in order tcr attract 
the attention of the Indians in this quarter, while I ascend the river at night 
in fortified boats, wltich can be protected with our supplies by a very {e\Y 
men while I land with the main body and march immediately upen them; 
and I have no doubt I can l:>e in their camps and fi-elds before they are 
aware of my npproach. Powell's camp, I learn, is one of the first I shaH 
discover on this route. He is the war spirit of the tribe, and, if I can give 
him a good whipping, it will bring- the nation to its senses. So soon as I 
am placed in command, you may rely, sir, on my adopting the most pwmpt 
and energetic measures for carrying the war into the enemy's country. H 
the order should not have been given by the Secretary of War before yon 
re.ceive this, I hope it will be forwarded immediately after. lt is necessary~ 
alsol tlwt I shon1d be. furnished with funds to provide the necessary ttan~~ 
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portation. Provision and furnge it1 great abundance is to be had at Tampa 
Bay; but we shall want vessels to carry it to the mouth of the -Withla­
coochie, and fortified boats to carry it up that river and the other streams 
between that nnd the Hillsborough: on all of which there are Indian vil­
lages. rrhe strength of the ntttiori will be f(mnd between the Withlacoochie 
and the Hillsborough. I will, in u few days, send you a complete map of 
the seat of war, much of it drawn from actual survey. 

· I am, dear General, very sincerely, yours, 
R. K. CALL . 

. rrhe PRESIDENT of the United States. 

T ALLAHASSEF., June l, 1836. 
Mv DEAR GENERAL: I have the satisfaction to acknowledge the receipt 

of your letter of the 21st ultimo, in which you inform me that I am now 
charged with the direction of the war in Ftorida. I have a letter from the 
Secretary of \Var, of the same date, in which he expressly recognises Gen­
eral Scott as being in command of the army, and charg-ed with the offen­
sive and defensive measures of the war. I beg leave to refer you to the 
copy of his letter of the 2lst of May, which is no doubt preserved in the 
War Office. ' 

J\'othing have I so mnch desired as to have the direction of the Florida 
war. But it was the pleasure d. Governor Eaton and Generctl Scott that 
I should have no command in it whatever. rl'be sooner I am placed in 
command, the sooner I sball be prepared for the field ; and I feel every 
confidence in routiug Powell and his whole tribe in a very few weeks nfter 
1 commence operations. I have again to reqnest, sir, that you will give 
the necessary instructions to the Secretary of War to place me in command 
of the troops now in Florida; and I have to request that those which have 
gone to Louisiana may be ordered immediately to return, with such others 
as may be spared from the garrisons of that State. I am not ad vised of 
the number of troops stationed in Florida; but their positions have been 
most injudicious] y selected, and they have given no protection whatever to 
the frontier. I have, on my own responsibility, mised troops in the Terri­
t()ry, which are now employed in driving the Indians from the settlements; 
and I will in a short time drive th~:::m even from the neighborhood of the 
fo:ts garrisoned by the regulars, where they have been permitted to remain 
With. Impunity. I agree with yon, sir, in the opinion that no war was ever 
so disgracefully conducted ; and I promise yon, when I am put in posses­
sion of the means, I wiH put an ~nd to it sp_:edily, or perish in the attempt. 
In conducting the campaign, I shaH be governed by the rules pursued by 
you with so much success: and with which I am perfectly familiar. You 
may remember the anxiety I expressed to you on this subject in my letters 
written at au early period of the war, in which I expressed a desire to be 
in the field. From what 1 saw of the regulars, while on the frontier, I was 
satisfied that they have mttch to learn before they would be efficient in an 
Indian war. 

I am highly gratified to find you have sent General Jesup to command 
against the Creeks ; he is a soldier of the first merit, and is worth a bat~ 
talion of your other generals. 
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Yon have heard much, but you have not yet become possessed of ali the 
bad management in Florida. Large supplies of f0rage and provisious are 
yet arriving at Tampa Bay, under the requisition of General Scott; a great 
deal of which will be entirely lost before it can be consn med. Much of the 
corn is already spoiled, and tbe hay, I am told: is lying in heaps exposed t() 
the weather. As far as these supplies will be required, they may easily be 
conveyed to the mouth of the Withlncoochie; but I presume there is a much 
larger quantity than will be required. 

I am, dear General, very sincerely, yours, 
R. K. CALL. 

General JACKSON. 

TALLAHASSEE: June 19, 1836. 
SIR : I hnve the honor to acknowledge tbe receipt of your several Jecters 

of the 21st, 23d, ~5th, and 26th ultimo. They should have been promptly 
answered, but they fonud me laboring under a severe indisposition, from 
which I am just recovering. As far as practicable, the several subjects t(} 
which tbey relate bave been attended to. I have appointed the 4th of July 
next as the day on which an effort will be made, throughout the Territory, 
to raise volunteers under the aet of Congress. I have little hope of being 
enabled to raise any considerable number of men for the period of twelve 
months, nlthough a respectable force may be assembled for six or four 
months' service. I shall, however, make· the attempt to raise them for 
twelve mo:J.ths; and if this cannot be done, ·I shall compel them to serve,. 
for a stated period: under the laws of the Territory. 

I am still very feeble, and unable to \:vri.te more fully at present. 
I am, sir, very respeetfully, your obedient servant, 

R. K. CALL .. 
Bon. LEwrs CAss, Secretary of War. 

T .ALLAH Ass E ~~j June 21, 1836. 
SrR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yours of the 8th 

instant. I have also jnst received a letter from General Clineh, in which 
he positively declines entering on duty in the service of the United States. 
I have, therefore, in obedience to yonr orders, assumed command of all the 
troops in Plorida. I have required returns to be made of the strength of 
the different posts, and of the supplies or' ordnance, ordnance stores, pro­
visions, and transportation: on hand. As soon as my health will permit me 
1:o tra,vel, I shall proceed to the east, in order to make the necessa::y arrange· 
ments for offensive and defensive operations against the enemy. I doubt 
not I ·shall, in a very short time, be able to free onr settlements from the 
harassing visits of the Indians, and shall, as soon after a.:; practicable, en­
tdeavor to carry the wac into their country. 

The measures adopted by General Jesup: and the Governors of Georgia 
:and Alabama, leave ns without apprehension of danger from the Creeks; 
and 'I hor)e to be able to direct my whole foree against the Seminoles. 

I.am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. K. CALL. 

Bon. LEwis CAss, Secretary of War. 
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TALLAHASSEE, June 27, 1836. 
SrR: I have the honor herewith to enclose a copy of a letter which I 

have jnst received from Major Heileman, in which he details the result of a 
skirmish he has had with a party of the enemy at Micanopy. 

I hope my health will enable me to repair to the east in a [e,,r days, when 
I shall endeavor to assemble a sufficient force to drive the enemy out of the 
country. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. K. CALL. 

Hon. LEwrs CAss, Secretary of War. 

Copy of the document referred to in the letter of R. K. Call of June 27, 
1836, etddressed to the honorable Lewis Cass. 

FoRT DRANE, June 14, 1836. 
SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of ,your excellency's 

letter of the 9th instant: the subject of it will be attended to as soon as I 
can make the necessary arrangements, although the present reduced state 
of the companies under my command puts it almost out of my power to 
make detachments from the established posts. I heard yesterday that Gen­
eral Eustis had ordered two companies of mounted men to this post; they 
will probably arrive in the next twenty-four hours, when I shall be able to 
send to Suwanee Old-town, and make some other detachments in this vi· 
cinity. I arrived here on the 11th instant; my men much worn down by 
the excessive heat of the weather, and the want of rain. A party of the 
enemy offered me battle in front of Micanopy, which was not declined ; and 
I am happy to add, that a handful of men, under the immediate command 
of Captain Lee, of the :3d artillery: Lieutenant Wheelock, of the dragoons: 
Lieutenant Talcott, of the 3d, aud Lieutenant Humphreys, of the 2d artil· 
lery: drove them in all directions. Captain Lee, I regret to say, was severely 
wounded, 8y which I lose the services of a most valuable officer. A few of 
the dragoons and artillery were wounded; but one of whom, I am happy to 
say, has yet died. The enemy destroyed General Clinch's sugar establish· 
men t, near this place, a few days before my arrival; and I learn small parties 
of them are destroying all the houses about the country. 

I think it highly important that an active force should now be in opem­
tion, particularly as we must expect more sickness as the season advances. 
If my health permits, I shall go with the detachment to Suwanee, and will 
communicare further with yon from that point. 

1 am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

His Excellency R. K. CALL, 

Governor of Florida. 

J. F. HEILEMAN, 
Major commanding. 

TALLAHASSEE, July 1: 1836. 
SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 

lt!th ultimo, and am highly gratified to learn that the volunteers from West 
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'Tennessee are ordered <Jirectl y to this place. I shall be prepared, so soon as 
they arrive, to march into the enemy's country. At this season of the year 
their women and children are to be found at their cornfields, and, by a 
prompt and rapid march, I have no doubt many of them mny be surprised 
and captured, which will canse the warriors to give 11s battle. 

l do not nuderstand whether the Tennesseans will bring arms with them, 
or not; and, to avoid disappointment and prevent delays, I shaH have a sup· 
ply bronght here from Baton Houge, to be used if necessary. There is n 
large number in store at St. Augustine, but it would be much more difficult 
to get them from that place than from Baton Rouge. 

Very respectfulJy, your obedient servant, 
R. K. CALL. 

Ron. LEwrs CAss, Secretary of JiVar. 

'rALLAHASSEE, July 3, 1836. 
SrR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 

20th ultimo, and its euclosnres. In a former letter, l advised you of having 
assumed command of the forces of Florida. I have yet made no alteration 
in the position of the regular troops; bnt I have disposed of the mounted 
volunteers in such manner as I th(,ught best for the protection of the fron­
tier, and at present every thing is quiet. 

l regret to inform you that I have jnst received intelligence, hy express, 
of the death of Major Heileman, late the commanding officer at Fort Drane. 
He died of fever on the 27th ultimo. 'rhe aggregate strength of tile gar­
rison is 289, and, at the last date, there were 99 on the sick report. En­
closed is a copy ot a letter from the surgeon of the post, recommending ils 
abandonment. I shalt order an examination to be made, and hope to find 
a more healthy situation in the neighborhood, to which the troops and 
public stores may be removed. Your letter of the 20th ultimo was re­
ceived just in time to countermand the order I had given for arms to eqnip 
the Tennessee volunteers, which I discover would be unnecessary: us they 
have been armed at the State arsenal. I have sent Captain Shannon to 
New Orleans to procure every thing necessary for the approaching cam· 
paign ; aud I have sent an express to General Scott, requesting the Ten­
nesseP. troops nmy be ordered bere without delay. I hope I shall be in the 
field early in August. I shall establish a depot on the Suwanee and one on 
the Withlacoochie. I shall attend especially to your suggestions with 
regard to the health of the troops ; and, after routiug the enemy on the 
Withlacoochie, destroying their crops, and capturiug their cattle and families, 
if possible, sh111lld I find the troops unhealthy, or too much harassed with 
fatigue and the heat of the weather, I will retire to a heDltby situation on 
the sea-board convenient to our supplies. 

Major Kirby, the paymaster, has been here for some time, and will soon 
have completed the payment of the troops who served in thfllast campaign. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. K. CALL. 

Hon. LEWIS CAss, Secretary of l'Var. 
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Copy of the document referred to in R. K. Call's letter of July 3, 183(:), 
addressed to the Bon. Lewis Cass. 

FoRT DRANE, Jane 27, 1836. 

SIR: By the regulations for the government of the njrdical department, 
it is made incumbent on the surgeon of the post to make known to the 
commanding officer whatever, in his opinion, may conduce to rhe health 
and comfort of the sick. 

In obedience thereto, 1 have the honor to report, for your consideration, 
that since the commencement of the summer the number on the sick 
report has varied from one hundred to one hundred and twenty, and, since 
the beg-inning of the rainy season, is increasing; and should not this post 
be abandoned for one more healthy, I conceive that more than two-thirds 
of the command will be rendered unfit for duty. This place is known to 
every inhabitant within twenty miles to be one of the most sickly spots in 
this section of the country, and, as far as my experience goes, I fully con. 
cur in the belief. 

,.rhere are at present eight officers stationed at the post, and only three 
fit for duty-one having died a few hours ago (Major Heileman, the com· 
mandiug officer.) 

Should the removal of the troops to some more healthful situation be 
delayed any longer, it is impossible to say what will be the result. I there­
fore respectfully recommend an immediate abandonment of the post. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfnlly, your obedient servant, 
ED. WEIGHTMAN, 

Assistant S1trgeon. 
Captain J. DIMMicK, 

Commanding-. 

P. S.-Dr. Leavenworth concurs in the atove statement. 

TALLAHASSEE, July 5, 1836. 

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
25th nltimo, enclosing copies and extracts of letters from General Scott, 
containing suggestion~ relative to the preparations that will be necessary 
for conducting the campaign against the Seminole Indians during the 
next autumn. 

I am disposed to pny every respect to the opinions of this experienced 
general ; but if the Tennessee volunteers should arrive within the time con­
templated, I shall, under the permission of the department, march imme· 
diately into the enemy's country. My plan of operations is to transport 
the infantry, in steamboats, to the mouth of the \Vithlacoochie, where they 
will embark with their baggage and stores in fortified boats, and ascend to 
the rapids, where they will land and unite with the horsemen, within ten 
or fifteen miles of the lndian settlements. 

This approach will be entirely unexpected. The boats may ascend at 
night, to avoid discovery; and by a rapid march we may surprise and cap­
ture a part of the enemy. From all I can learn on this subject, I feel great 
confidence that the barges may be forced over the rapids; after which, t.hey 
may ascend nearly to the point where General Scott proposes to establish 
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his second depot on the river. For the purpose of managing these barges, 
which will be well fortified, I have to request that 250 or 300 seamen and 
marines, with competent officers, may be furnished from the squadron on 
this station. 

1'bis force, while conducting our supplies up the river, will not only 
a:ffiJrd us, at all times, the means of crossing from one side to the other, but 
will be suffic:ient to defeat any small parties of Indians that may be found 
on the islands, or on the banks of the river. 

By executing this plan of operations, I believe in fifteen days the strong­
hold on the Withlacoochie may be broken up, and the enemy entirely rout­
ed. This will relieve our frontier from their troublesome visits. After 
which, should we find the warmth of the season too oppressive: we may 
retire to a healthy position on the sea-board, within the enemy's country, 
and rest as long as may be necessary. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. K. CALL. 

Hon. L. 0Ass, 
· Secretary of War. 

TALLAHASSEE, July 5, 1836. 

SIR: In assuming- command of the troops stationed in Florida; I re­
quired, in general orders, returns of the strength of the different garrisons 
to be immediately made. 

rrhose returns have been yet but partially received, but they show a 
great want of officers at almost every post. Fort Drane is garrisoned by 
six companies, and a detachment amounting in the aggregate to 289, and 
there are but one captain and four lieutenants present; while there are four 
captains and sixteen lieutenants absent. Of the seven officers present, four 
are on the sick report. 

I have respectfully to request, sir, that the officers belonging to the Flori­
da army, so far as their services may be dispensed with elsewhere: may be 
ordered irnmediately to join their respective commands. 

So fiu as I am informed, there is at this time no officer of the regular 
forces in Florida, of a l:aigher rank than a brevet major. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Hon. L. CAss, 
Secretary of War. 

R. K. CALL. 

TALLAHASSEE, July 7, 1836. 

SIR: Within the last few days several scouting parties of Indians have 
appeared on the west side of the Suwanee river, and at three difft~rent times 
persons have been fired on when travelling the road where the country is 
thinly populated. One man has been killed, and one wounded. A party 
of horsemen were near one of the scenes of violence, and gave immediate 
pursuit; but a heavy shower of rain which fell soon after so completely 
()bliterated their tracks that it became impossible to follow them. I have 
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sent several detachments of horsemen in pursuit, and I hope they may yet 
overtake and destroy the Indians. 

I have just received intelligence, by express, of a successful scout made 
by Colonel John vVarren, of the East Florida volunteers, on the morning 
of the 31st ultimo, at the head of a detachment of mounted men; he strucl~ 
the trail of a party of Indians about sunrise, which he pursued until two 
o'clock, P. M., when he overtook them at a place where they had halted. 
A charge was made upon them; seven were killed on the spot, and the 
eighth escaped into an adjoining hammock; but, from the quantity of blood 
found on his trail, it is believed he was mortally wounded. Not one of our 
men received the slightest injury. 

I am, sir, very respectfnll y, your obedient servant, 
R. K. CALL. 

Hon. LEWIS CAss, 
Secretary of War. 

'rALLAH 1\SSEE 1 July 15, 1836. 
St R: I enclose, for the information of the department, a eopy of a 

general nrder issued by Major General Scott, on the 2d instant, from which 
it appears that tile 'rennessee volunteers ordered to Florida, though raised 
under an act of Congress requiring them to serve during the period of six 
or twelve months, are ordered by the late commanding general to be 
mustered into service for three 'months only, unless sooner discharged. 
This measure I have deemed so entirely contrary to the policy and inten­
tion of the Government, that. I have considered it my duty to bring it 
to your notice, in order that, if it be not approved, the most prompt 
measures may be adopted to prevent the evils which may be anticipated 
from such a cause. If the term of service of these troops shall be limited 
to three months, one third of the time almost will expire before the com· 
mencement of the campaign, and the residue may not be sufficient to put 
an end to the war. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Hon. LEWis CAss, 
Secretary of l'Var. 

R. K. CALL. 

'I'AL.tAtlASSEE, July 21, 183u. 
Sat: l have the honor herewith to enclose a copy of the official repo-rt 

of Captain Lee, relative to the engagement with the Indians near M}ca­
nopy, on the 9th day of June ·last. Caplain Lee explains sufficiently the 
reason why this report is now made, and why it was not made at an earlier 
period. The gallant Major Heileman was brev-eted for his conduct Qll that 
occasion, but unfortunately did not live to receive the intelligence of this 
aek!nowledgment of his worth. It appears to me, both from the report a{ 
Major Heileman und ·Captain Lee, that the latter officer and the two survi­
ving lieutenants, who acted under his orders, are equally entitled to this­
distinction; 1 would therefore respectfully suggest the propriety, as· well 
QS the justiceJ af conferring brevets on Captain Lee, Lieulena:nt Humphreys1 
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and Lieutenant Talcott, for the gallantry and bravery with which they 
fought on that occasion. This just reward for their services would have a 
happy effect on the future operations of the army. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

The Hon. SEC&ETARY oF '\VAR. 

R. K. CALL, 
Governor and Cornmander-·in-cltief. 

FoRT DEFIANcE, 

.l11icanopy, E. F., July 12, 1836. 
SIR: On the day following the engagement near this place with the 

Indians, on the 9th of June last, Major Heileman made a hasty and imperfect 
report of the event to Brig. Gen. Eustis, who at that time commanded the 
troops in Florida, in which he merely gave a general outline of the occur­
rences of the mornillg, stating to me at the time, that, as soon as the state of 
my wounds would allow me to give him a special account of my knowledge 
of the affair, he shonld make a detailed report of it, based upon the repre. 
sentations of Lieutenants Wheelock nnd Humphreys and myself. Within 
three or four days afterwards Major Heileman was attacked with a severe 
illness, that terminated in his death; which sudden and lamented event has 
deprived the army of one of its most valuable officers, at a time, too, when 
our country could ill afford to lose the services of such an accomplished 
and gallant officer. 

The death of Major Heileman devolves upon mo the duty of giving you 
a detailed statement of the occurrences of the engagement. In performing 
this duty, I shall confine myself to a plain relation of facts, leaving it to 
you to draw such conclusions as the circumstances of the case may seem to 
warrant. 

On the morning of the 9th June last, abont ten o'clock, the enemy, in 
large force, having shown himself about three.quarters of a mile from @UT 

picketting: in an easterly direction, the troops were immediately paraded 
under arms, and orders given by Major Heileman to Lieutenant Wheelock, 
in command of about 25 dragoons, and myself; in command of 19 men of 
company I, 3d artillery, and a brave volunteer teamster, named More Black, 
to make a sortie and attack him. Being the senior officer, I was directed 
to take command, and, having received Major Heileman's final orders, I in­
structed Lieutenant Wheelock in what manner to approach and assail the 
enemy. I then proceeded with my immediate command, by a ronte con­
cealed from the observation of the enemy, and, alter marching about half 
a mile obliquely to the right, to the point of a small hammock, near the 
Tuscawitta lake, unexpectedly found that the opposite extremity of this 
hammock, about 300 yards from my position, was occupied by a large body 
of Indians. Just at this time Lieutenant Humphreys, who had been order­
ed out by Major Heileman subsequently to my leaving the pickets, arrived 
with a detachment of 25 men, composed of detachments from companies 
D and C of the 2d regiment of artillery. I directed him to make a circuit 
to the left, around the hammock ; which order he promptly obeyed, and had 
not proceeded more than 25U yards before he found himself in contact 
with the enemy's left. The dragoons, led on by their intrepid and gallant 
commander, Lieutenant Wheelock, whose untimely death we have recently 
been called upon to mourn, were now warmly engaged with the enemy's 
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right, charging on horseback, and delivering their fire without dismounting, 
the Indians retreating before them. Having delivered l.heir first fire, they 
reloaded on their ground, charged and fired again, and so on, until the ene­
my were forced into the Tuscawitta hammock, their stronghold. Mean. 
time Lieutenant Humpltreys gallantly charged the left, the enemy keeping 
up a retreating fire. Lieutenant Humphreys made several efforts to bring 
them to close quarters, but in vain; they having the advantage in celerity 
of move11tents. As the enemy approached the hammock in retreating, the 
length of his front was necessarily diminished, and, as a consequence, the 
different detachments of our troops were brought nearer together. Lieu­
tenant Humphreys at this time observed one or two attempts to outflank our 
left, which he as often defeated by a prompt and judicious movement in 
that direction. 

Having given l_,ieutenant Humphreys his orders, I proceeded to enter the 
hammock, moving in an oblique direction towards the rear of the enenty. 
The trees being sparse, and the underwood not sufficiently thick, in many 
places, to conceal my men, I was obliged to move with great caution and 
celerity. I soon f(mnd myself in the enemy's rear, at the distance of about 
150 yards. I continued to move on until I reached the extreme verge of 
the hammock, being at that time aboUt 20 paces in front of my company. 
It now became necessary tu examine more particularly the position of the 
enemy, in order to attack him to the best advantage. I therefore crept for­
ward about 10 or 12 paces, upon a small knoll, and found myself in full view 
of nbout 50 Indians, as many more being concealed behin~ the brow of a 
small hill, the nearest <:tbout 20, and the farthest about 40 yards off. Their 
backs were towards me, and they were eagerly and intently observing the 
movements of the troopR commanded by Lieutenants Wheelock and Hum. 
phreys. The dragoons, under Lieutenant Wheelock, having a few moments 
previously become warmly engag~d, I remained several seconds in this 
position, my men still advancing; during which time I observed two Indians, 
whom 1 supposed to be chiefs, from their earnest conversation and gestures, 
which induced me to believe that they intended to make a movement to the 
rear of Lieutenants Humphreys and Wheelock, from whom they were as 
yet entirely concealed. My men had now arrived at the verge of the ham­
mock, and I only required five paces more to enable me to pour a volley 
amongst them, before their knowing of my presence, when we were unfor­
tunately discovered. Being in advance of my men, and on elevated ground, 
and my dress being somewhat conspicuous, 1 soon became a general mark. 
Instantly [gave the command to charge, raised my rifle, and flashed it at 
one of the supposed chiefs. The scene of panic and confusion which en­
sued on the part of the Indians baffles all description. Some fired at me 
without taking aim, some fied without firing at all, and some took to trees. 
My company was now clear of the bushes and charging handsomely, throw­
ing in shots whenever a good opportunity offered; myself leading about 12 
paces in advance. I had proceeded only a few steps, when I felt a terrible 
concussion against my shoulder, a great difficulty in breathing, and was 
seized with bleeding at the mouth. I found that I was badly wounded, 
but, having strength to keep my feet, dP-termined to lead the charge as long 
as I could stand. I turned to my men, observed to them that I was wound­
ed, and ordered them to push ahead. I had scarcely resumed my post, 
and advanced three or four paces, when I was broug-ht to the ground, by a 
severe wound through the thigh, given by an Indian who was about 20 
yards distant, behind a tree. Sergeant Hall, my orderly sergeant, came and 
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asked whether he should have me carried from the field. I told him no ; 
to charge with every man. It was not necessary to repeat the order. The 
men sprang forward at the word. As the rear of the company was about 
passing me, one of my sergeants and several of my men came and urged 
me to he removed to a. safer place. 1 ordered them to leave me where I 
was, and charge. One of them asked me to lend him my rifle, and in a 
moment more I found myself alone. Having remained in this situation 
upwards of an hour, and the battle being over, my orderly sergeant, with 
several men, returned, and informed me that the enemy were entirely driven 
off and silenced. 'rhe remainder of the company, under Sergeant Bennett, 
moved to the left and joined Lieutenant Humphreys. Lieutenant Wheelock 
and his eommand were the first to get into the action; my company was the 
next, and Lieutenant Humphreys and his command were engaged imme­
diately afterwards. Not rnore than five or six minutes elapsed after the 
first fire upon the dragoons, before all three of our detachments encountered 
the enemy. As soon as the action became general, Mnjor Heileman left the 
pickets with a six-pounder field-piece, and advanced rapidly towards the 
scene of action ; but when he had nearly arrived within reach of the enemy, 
some person reported to him that a body of Indians were moving towards 
the rear of the pickets. Apprehending an attack in that direction, and there 
being but a few teamsters and citizens, besides the sick, left within the 
work, under the command of Lieutenant '"ralcott, Major Heileman deemed 
it necessary immediately to return to the pickets with the gun ; but, finding 
on his arrival that the alarm was false, he directed Lieutenant Talcott to 
proceed at full speed with the field -piece, to where the troops were still en: 
gaged with the enemy. 'rhis order was promptly obeyed by Lieutenant 
Talcott, who arrived on the field just in time to render good service in 
finally silencing the fire of the retreating enemy, who, after a few well­
directed shots from the artillery, sought shelter in an extensive and dense 
hammock, about two miles from the pickets, and about a mile and a quarter 
from where the hattle first began. 

'rhe engagement lasted about an hour and a quarter. The Indian force 
is supposed to have been at least 250. Ours, you will observe, amountt:d 
to but 70 men, exclusive of those with the field-piece, which arrived upon 
the field just at the close of the action. 

Three of our men were severely wounded, one of whom has since died, 
and another has lost an arm. 'Three others are slightly wounded. Of the 
officers, I was the only one injured, having received two severe wounds~ 
one in my left shoulder, and one through my left thigh. The enemy, it is 
believed, suffered severely, but to what extent cnnnot be ascertained, as 
those disabled by our fire were borne off by their retreating comrades. 

Iu dosing this report, I feel great pleasure in expressing in this public 
manner, at the unanimous request of the officers present, the high :sense 
,entertained by us of the unremitted exertions of Mr. George Center, a 
eitizen of this place, in rendering every assistance in his power, both to the 
wounded and the well among our troops, not only on the day of our engage­
ment with the enemy, but at all times. I cannot too highly applaud his 
generous and disinterested conduct. 

I am, sir, with much respect, your obedient servant, 
R. B. LEE, 

Brevet Captain 3d Artiller?J. 
His .Exeellency Governor CALL, 

Commander-in-chief Army of Florida. 
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'rALLAHASSEE, July 25, 1836. 

SrR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
11th instant, enclosing the copy of one to General Jesup of the same date. 
The friendly Indians you mention, would be of great service to me; and I 
have written to General Jesup, requesting him to send them with as little 
delay as possible. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. K. CALL. 

Hon. LEWis CAss, Secretary of War. 

TALLAHASSEE, July 31, 1836. 

SIR: I have the honor to send you, herewith, the copies of three letters; 
the one from Lieutenant Maitland giving the particulars of an attack on 
the escort while removing the quartermaster and .other stores from Fort 
Otane. A copy of the order for its abandonment is also enclosed, which, 
with the copy of Captain Merchant's letter, will show you the necessity of 
this movement. There was no reason why this particular post should be 
maintained, more than would apply to any in its vicinity, or in the enemy's 
country. rrhere was little else than the public stores to be protected, the 
enemy being in full possession of the surrounding country. ,.-fhe new post, 
after the sick have recovered, can be maintained by a smaller force than 
occupies both at present. I have orderer,.l a sufficient reinforcement to pro­
tect the movement. Captain Gardner's letter will show you the necessity 
of keeping open the communication between Micanopy and Garey's Ferry, 
and the difficulties attending it, with his limited force. A report from Co]. 
Crane, the officer in command at St. Augustine, shows the mounted com­
panies at St. Augustine are unfit for service, on aCCi)lHlt of sickness. I 
have ordered him, in case of its continuance: to disrnount them, and turn 
over the horses to the quartermaster, to be pnt in order for the summer 
-campaign. I have ordered a levy of one-fourth of the number able to 
bear arms in the Territory; this, in addition to the regular force and volun­
teers now on duty, will not prove sufficient for the protection of so defence­
less and extensive a frontier. Depredations are committed by small parties 
of the enemy almost weekly, and within 25 or 30 miles of this place. The 
force equal to prevent them, in the present worn out state and scanty num­
bers of the militia, would, I am fully persuaded, be equal to attacking them 
and beating them in their own faslnesses. l havl!! written to Brigadier 
General Armstrong-, no\V commanding the 'Tennessee volunteus, encamped 
near Montgomery, making known my intention of marching: if h.is com­
mand or a similar force should join me. I have reason to believe the 
Tennessee volunteers will come; they are only detained by a dread of 
the climate, which 1 think a more intimate acquaintance would remove. 

It appears, by reports received here, that the disaffected Creeks are crossing 
in large numbers; one force, said to be 500 strong, has been attacked twice 
by the volunteers of Georgia, and repulsed each time. rrhey are now pur­
sued by General Sandford, whose force I shall augment 150 men, should 
he bring them to a halt on the route ; this being my greatest disposable 
force. 'rhe present position of the force in Alabama and Georgia is favor-­
able to the escape of th.e Creeks, and we may expect the number to increase;. 

5 . 
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Some small parties have preceded this one; they have been success(ulfy 
met: and but few escaped. 

I had the honor, on a fermer occasion, to request that 250 or 300 sailors 
and marine~ should be seut to assist in getting the barges up the "lVithla­
coochie river. If the order be not already issued, I would be extremely 
glad that it be done, and that one or two of the United States revenue cut­
ters be ordered to report to me at St. Mark's. 

I have the honor to remain, respectfully, your obedient se:rvant, 
R. K. CALL, Governor of Florida. 

Hon. LEwis CAss, Secretary of JiJ1ar. 

Copies of tlte documents Tejerred to in Governor CaWs letter of the 31st 
July, 1836, addressed to the Secretary of War. 

FoRT DEFIANCE, 
1Hicanopy, East Florida, July 19, 1836. 

SIR: In obedience to your instructions to evacuate the post at Fort 
Drane, if the commanding officer, in exercising a sound discretion, should 
deem it necessary, l have the honor to report, that the commanding officer, 
Captain Merchant, of the 2d regiment artillery, in consequence of the large 
and increasing sick report, determined to' remove the troops to this place. 
'rhe movement commenced this day at 8 o'clock, consisting of 22 wagons1 

loaded with commissary and quartermaster's stores, w·ith an escort of a de­
tachment of 26 dragoons of the 2d regiment, under the commnnd ot Cap· 
tnin Ashby, and 36 men, detailed from the different artillery companies nt 
.the post; also, a 5-!-inch howitzer, under the charge of Lieutenant Whiteley, 
:2d artillery, making a force of 62 men. On our arrival at Wi li-ka pond, 
within one mile of this place, the discharge of several rifles apprized us of 
lthe presence of the enemy. Ca:r>tain Ashby immediately went with his 
·dragoons in the direction from which the fire was delivered, and scoured 
the neighboring hammocks, without finding the enemy. It is proper to 
state, here, that in thP- first fire, private Holmes, of the dragoons, was severely 
wounded in the abdomen: (since dead.) Proceeding on onr route, opposite 
a long hammock, within a quarter of a rr.ile of Micanopy, we were attacked 
by a large body of Indians, estimated, from what we saw of them, and 
from their firing, to be 250 strong. The firing commenced oear the front, 
and on the right of the train, and was continued through its whole length, 
a quarter of a mile. The men returned the fire with spirit and promptness. 
Duriug the engagement, Captain Ashby, (who, I regret to say, was, soon 
after the comn1encement of it, severely wounded, but refused to leave the 
field until loss of blood. compelled him,) finding the enemy in great strength, 
and pressing on us, despatched a dragom1 to this place for a reinforcement. 
On his way, he met two detachments, under Lieutenants Temple and 
'Talcott, 3l strong, on their march to assist us. They arrived at an im­
portant moment, and did us good service. Li~:utenant Temple reached us, 
having ~coured, on his approach, a point of hammock from which the 
enemy had very much annoyed us. As soon as Lieutenant 'remple and his 
command had taken their position in line, Captain Ashby ordered a charge 
in the hammock; which was instantly executed, and the Indians driven 
beyond the reach of our fire. During this time, Lieutenant Talcott was 
actively employed in removing the wagons in their direction to this place. 
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Df the go-od conduct and courage of the troops, It 1s sufficient to say 

that every man did his duty. My gallant commander, Captain Ashby, 
distinguished himself by his courage and activity, and did not leave the 
field, after having received a severe wound, until feebleness from loss of 
blood made it absolutely necessary. 

First Lieutenant Temple, 3d artillery, rendered the most essential ser­
vice, by his timely arrival from J.:.-,ort Defiance, and the gallant manner in 
which he charged the hammock. Lieutenant Whiteley, who had charge of 
the howitzer, served it in the most efficient manner; and, from his prominent 
positien, was a mark for the enemy, which drew a sharp fire on him, and 
<iisabled several of his men. I regret to say Assistant Surgeon Weight man 
receivoo a severe wound in his left thigh. Sergeants Smith, Johnson, of 
(D company) 2d dragoons; Smith, (F,) 1st artillery; Hall, (I,) 3d artillery; 
Peterson, (1,) 3d :artillery; Brydon, ( H,) 3d artillery; all distinguished them­
selves by their courage and good conduct in discharging the several duties 
that dev-olved on them. 

Report 0{ tltfJ killed ·and wounded at the battle of Wi-li-kn1 East Florida, 
19th of July, 1836. 

Mortally wounded, 5 2 since dead. 
Severely~ - 5 
Slightly - 1 

Total - 11 

From our well-directed fire, we no doubt killed and wounded many of 
the euemy:, but, as is usual, they carried them off to the dense hammock to 
which they retreated. We had three horses killed on the field and several 
~everely wounded. 

I have the hqnor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
\V. S. MAITLAJ\D, 

General R. K. CAt.L, 

lst Lieutenant commandiNg. 

G.Jnunan<iing U. S. trovps ia Florida. 

FoRT DRANE, FLORIDA, July 19, 1836. 
Stn. ~ On yesterday I reported to you my arrival at this place, that. the 

post would be abandoned, and the troops be stationed at Micanopy. 'rhe 
m?vement was commenced this morning; the whole baggage-train, loaded 
with a part of the stores, escorted by a detachment of eighty men, (about 
thirty of whom were mounted,) with a 5!-inch howitzer under the com­
mand of Captain Ashby. l have been informed by the express from Mi­
canopy that an attack was made on them n.bout half a mile on this side of 
that post, by abont from 180to 200 Indians; that several men (eight or nine) 
and two officers (Captain As~ by of the dragoons, and Doctor Weightman) 
were severely wounded. This occurrence shows that the troops cannot be 
removed, or tbe post supplied with stores, unless we have assistance from some 
quarter. It is necessary that the troops te removed as soon as practicable ; 
l must, therefore, request that you cause such assistance to be given as 
may enable us to remove our sick (and the number is not small, being four 
officers and one hundred and thirty·three men) to a healthy ~ituation, and 
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our stores where thev mav be available. The escort shonld con~ise at Tea8€ 
of 200 men ; about l50, 1n addition to the number th~t can Le spared from 
this gnrrison, would probably be sufficient to effect the movement in safety. 
I have applied to l\bjor Kirby for a sufficient force: but it is doubtful whethe!f 
he can furnish it, as be informed me before he left Garey's Ferry, in answer 
to an application then made for an additional esc.ort for the baggage train, 
that, under the circumstances, (the men being sick, &c.,) I must mal\e the 
most of tbe means then under my control~ he could spare none. I will 
report more fully so soon as I ascertain the particulnrs of the action. No­
stores have beea brought np since Captain Dimmicli reported to you about 
the last of June. 

I have the honor to be1 sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CHAS. S. MERCHANT, 

General R. K. CaLL,. 
·Captain 2d artillery: commandingq 

Commanding troops in Florida. 

GENERAL ORDER: ~ HEADQ.UA:R'l'ER~J 
·No. 2. ~ Tallahassee, July 41 1&36. 

The commander-in·chief1 with deep regret, announces to the troops st~.~ 
tioned in Florida the death of Major J~ F. Heileman, late commanding. 
officer at Fort Drane. The loss of this valuable officer will be severely ex-­
perienced by the whole army. In consequence of the unhealthiness of For~ 
Drnne, and the recommendation of the surgeon and other officers that it be 
immediately abandoned, the senior officer now stationed in East Florida 
will repair immEdiately to that post and assume the con1mand. Should the 
ill health of the garrison continue in its present distressing condition, he will 
cause a reconnaissance to be made of the neighboring country, with a v1ew of 
selecting a more favorable position, to which the garrison and public stores­
may be removed. From the difficulty of removing the large amount of 
public property at that place, it is important that the 11eaFest pos~tion promis­
ing good health should be selected. 'l'he garrison, enfeebled by disease, 
may not be able, in its present condition, to erect another fortificahon withou~ 
great hazard, both from fatigue and exposure as well as from the attacks of 
the enemy. Should the eommanding officer entertain this opinion, he wilt 
cause a sufficieut reinforcement to be drawn from St. Augustine, and o{her 
posts from which troops may be spared, to enable him to etfeet this change­
in his position with safety to the g~rrison and public stores. In the per­
formance of this duty, the commanding officer will exercise a sound di.scre· ... 
tion, bearing in miud, at the same time, that his removal must tnke place 
in the presence of an active and watchful enemy, ever Feady to' avait him- . 
self of any want of vigilance on our part. 

The new position which may be assumed will be onty temporary, and 
intended to promote the health of the garrison. Preparations are now 
making for an expedition into the enemy's country; and, so soon as· they 
shall have heen completed, the regular troops, except a small garrison at 
each post, will concentrate at a point hereafter to be designated, where they­
will be joined by 1,200 Tennessee volunteers and the forces of the Terri­
tory. It is expected that the expedition will be reaely to move early in 
August. From a report of the strength of the garriscn at Fort .Drane, i' 
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~ppears -that there are but one captain and six lieutenants present, while there 
are four captains and sixteen lieutenants absent : four of the officers present 
ar~ on the sick report, leaving but three to perform the arduous and respon­
sible duties of the post. If any -of the officers belonging to the post and 
in the Territory, and the services in which they are e ugaged can be dis­
pensed with,, they wiil be ordered to join their respective commands without 
delay. If they are abroad, the commanding officer is requested to state 
\vhether they are on furlough or special duty~ that the proper measures 
may be taken to secure their attendance. If the services of Lieutenant 
Clark, the assistant quartermaster at Fort Drane, can be dispensed with, 
the commanding officer will order him to Black creek, to take charge of the 
public property at that place. 

R. K. CALL, 
Commat~der-in-chief of the troops in ~Florida. 

GAnEY1s FERRY, FLORIDA, July 22, 1836. 
SIR: Eady on yesterday morning I despatched an express on the way 

to St. Augustine with a communication to 1\'lajor Kirby, from the command­
ing officer at Micanopy, culling on him for two companies of mounted men 
to assist in repressing tbe large Indian force with whom . the action of the 
19th occurred, and to keep open the communic.ation with Fort Drane; I sup­
pose these two companies are on their march thither. 

By a note from Captain Merchant, at Fort Drane, just received, as well us 
by another from Micanopy, received yesterday, I am admonished oft be proba­
bility of an attack on this place: in confirmation of which, a force of some fifty 
Ind1ans was, I am informed, discovered to day within some eight miles of this 
place, in a southwesterly direction. Our force is only about eighty men, of 
whom if-teen are now absent on a scollting party. No tidings yet of Captain 
Childs's company, and, considering the prevalence of southerly winds at this 
SP<tson1 ctnd the great distance of the station fr •)ffi which he is ordered, it is, 
I think, doubtful whether he arrives during tr1is month, 

In the present reducen state of the garrfsons in this quarter, invested, us 
they aH are in some sort, by large Indian forces, it is getting to be doubtful 
whether the necessary communication can be maintained; and, assuredly, 
a less force than two hundred men (one-third mounted) would not, under 
existing circumstances, be a sufficient escort to the large convoys from this 
principal depot. 

I am, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN GARDNER, 

Brevet Major, commanding. 
His ExceHency R. K. CALL, 

Comrnanding in-dtieJ; Headquarters, Tailahassee. 

TALLAHASSEE, All{!USt 12, 1836. 
SIR: I have the honor herewith to enclose you a copy of a letter which I 

have just received from Capt. Armstrong, commanding the transport schooner 
·"~otto," together with copies of my correspondence with Commodore Dnl-

'-" Indistinct. 
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las and Captain ·Mix, of the Onited States navy. From the letter of Capt~ 
Armstrong, we have every reason to fear that the interconrse is maintained 
between the hostile Indians of Florida and the Spanish fishermen and 
uacilers on the coast, and that many of the negroes taken from our planters by 
the Indians have already been carried to the island of Cuba. 'rhis is an evil 
which I anticipated, and on the 26th of May I addressed a lette_r to Commo­
dore Dallas (a copy of which is herewith sent) requesting that cruisers might 
be employed on the coast, to cut off all communication between the Indians 
and Spanish fishermen. 'rhe Commodore, by a forced construction of my 
request, seems to have regarded it as an order, and returned no an­
swer until after the receipt of my letter of the 25th June, when he replied 
to both letters, expressing his objections (most unnecessarily) to giving him 
(lrders, as this is an authority which 1 never thought of assuming; and 
the enclosed copies of my letters, I think, 'will show how 1mfmmded his ap­
prehensions were on that StJbject. In his reply, the Commodore appears to be 
perfectly satisfied with the sufficiency of his own arrangements to effect the 
object I had in view ; but if the statement of Capt. Armstrong may be relied 
on, it will appear his plans, so far as they have been execnted1 were entirely 
unsuccessful. I have again to req nest that two of the revenue. cutters may be 
placed subject to my orders. I find it indispensably necessary to have ves­
sels at my command, to comrnnnicate with the different posts on the sea­
board; and hitherto I have been unable to procure th~m. You will per~ 
ceive, fron1 my letter to Commodore Dalla~, that I requested a survey to be 
made of the coast and inlets between the Withlacoochie and 'J'ampa Bay;. 
and, from his letter in reply, you will Jiscover that he enclosed me a letter 
to Captain Mix, of the "Concord," then at the latter place, to he sent to him 
as I might find an opportunity. I addressed Captain Mix on the snhject, as 
you will perceive from a copy of my letter her~with enclosed; but before I 
conld succeed in sending my letter, or that of Commodore Dallas, the 
'' Concord," .I understood, had sailed from Tampa to Pensacola; and I am 
not ad vised that any survey has yet been made. The importance of the 
survey will be obvious when yon are informed that there are several inlets 
on that part of the coast: which are said to extend far into the interior, and 
which, it is believed, will, when properly examined, afford great facilities in 
supplying the army with provision~, when acting in that quarter. I hope 
no time will be lost in placing at least two of the cutters at my disposed: 
the " Dexter" is now at Iudian Key, and should he ordered to remain in the 
neighborhood for the defence of that place. Captain Armstrong informed 
me, verbally, th~t there are no cruisers between New river (llJd Indian Key7 

a part of the coast where it is most probable the Indians would .have iuter­
conrse with the Spanish traders. If an intercourse is permitted betwet'n 
them, all the negroes captured or seduced from our })lantations will find a 
n~arket on the coast, and the Indians will be supplied, in return, with whnt~ 
ever they may require. From the letter of Captain Armstrong, it appears 
that he has reported the result of his cruise to Captain Mix, and it is prob­
able that Commodore Dallas has already ordered vessels to Cape Sable a.nd 
New river; but I have considered it my duty to report the circumstances 
for your information. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. I\. CALL. 

Ron. LEwis CAssl Secretary of War. 
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Documents referred to ·in Governor Call's letter of August 12, 1836, ad­

dressed to the Han. Lewis Cass. 

TALLAHASSEE, May 26, 1836. 
SrR: It is believed that the Spanish fishermen on the coast of Florida 

are favorable to the Indians; and it is apprehended that they may, unless 
prevented, supply them with ammunition, and transport the stores captured 
from our planters to the island of Cuba. To prevent such a traffic, I have 
to request that the small cruisers under your command, and the revenue­
cutters, may be constantly employed on the coast, with orders to cut off all 
communications between the Indians and foreigners. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Couunodore ALEXANDER J. 0ALLAs, 
United States Navy. 

R. K. CALL. 

'TALLAHASSEE7 }nne 25, 1836. 
SJR ~ On the 26th of May I made a request of you, in my official capacity, 

which appears to have received no attention whatever. Were I disposed 
to regard etiquette mme than duty, I should not trouble· yon again; but 
this I am not permitted to do, under my instructiGns from the War De­
partment, even if it were my disposition. I have, therefore, to request that 
a corupetent o·fficer and crew may be ordered from the squadron under your 
command, to make a survey of the coast between Tampa Bay and the mouth 
<lfthe Withlacoochie river. This survey will be highly important in the con­
templated expedition against the Indians, many of whom, it is believed are, 
on the rivers and inlets on that part of the coast, of which we have so little 
knowledge. The object of the survey is to ascertain the practicability of 
ascending those inlets and rivers with boats to carry supplies to the army 
intended to operate in that quart€r. The vessel employed in this service 
should be one of lig:ht draught, and well supplied with boats capable of 
being well fortified. · If a suitable one can be chartered, the quartermaster 
will be instructed to pay for it. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. K. CALL. 

C ommodore A. J. DALLAs, 
Commo,:nding West india Squadron. 

UNITED STATES FRIGATE CoNSTELLATiON, 
Pensacola Bay, July 2, 1836. 

SrR: Your 1etter of the 25th ultimo has been duly received, as was 
yours of the 26th of May. ·It is not my intention to cavil, or in any manner 
to place obstacles in the way to a full and perfect co-operation of the naval 
force under , my command with any force that may be engaged with the 
Seminole Indians or others. On the contrary, from the moment I first un­
dr.rstood the critical position of Florida, I was the first to tender all the ser­
vice within the power of my command, by sending men and officers to 
Tampa Bay; and previously to the receipt of your letter of the 26th May, 
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had distributed along the seaboard of Florida, and northern coast of CubLr, 
the different vessels of th~ squadron, with directions to examine and pre­
vent any supplies from reaching the Indians, or any property captured by 
them taken from the Territory. All vessels now on the coast have similar 
instructions up to the present moment. I flatter myself nothing has been 
neglected or left undone that could in any way give effect to the military 
force in Florida. 'rhis explanation of what has been done is given, not 
that I feel in the least called upon to make it, but out of courtesy to your 
station as Governor of Florida, and the high consideration I entertain of 
you as a gentleman. Enclosed is a dnplicate of my letter to you of the 
13th ultimo, forwarded to yon by mail, and which covered one for General 
Clinch. ' 

'rhe United States steamers American and Major Dade, officered and man­
ned and .fitted out from the squadron, have proceeded to the Chattahoochee. 

The officers commanding these are directed to communicate with you, 
General Jesup, and General Clinch. Another boat will shortly follow the 
same direction, agreeably to instructions from the Navy Department. Should 
the necessity of the continuance on that river be obviated by a termination 
of the war on the part of the Creeks, they will be employed on any part of 
the coast of Florida where their services may be most available. Enclosed 
are copies from letters of Master Commandant Webb and Lient. Doughty, 
showing that a partial examination of the mouth of the Amaxura has been 
made: and that a cutter was employed cruising in February and March last 
between the Anclote Keys and Charlotte harbor for the purpose of inter· 
cepting supplies to the Indians, &c., &c. 

All the vessels befonging to this squadron are now at sea~ except this 
frigate. 

So soon as a suitable one can be procured, your wish in regard to the 
survey of the coast from ·'rampa to the Amaxnra, or Withlacoocbie, will 
meet all attention. In the mean time, I will direct the commander of the 
Concord, now at 'l\1mpa,.to send an expedition with a proper officer in boats 
on that service, and to report the result to me, and will forward a copy of 
that report to you. I enclose you a letter to that effect to Captain Mix, to 
be forwarded, as no opportunity may occur from this place for a long time. 

I must, in conclusion, be permitted to say, that I shall be most happy to 
communicate, in any way most agreeable to yourself, for the full advance­
ment of the objects of the present campaign, and in every manner tender 
you the hearty co operation of the forces at my disposal; but in your com­
munications I beg- that yonr suggestions may have less the character of an 
order than those heretofore received. Any suggestion . of yours, however~ 
will meet with prompt attention from me, provided a compliance with them 
does not interfere with duties more important. I am directed to communi­
cate with Major General Jesup, the Governor of Florida, and General Clinch, 
which has been done; and from each and every one l shall he most happy 
to hear and receive any suggestion that may tend to advance the views of 
either; but not having been placed under the command of either, and having 
other duties equally important to attend to, with the force nnder my direc­
tion, I hope that the etiquette in which I have been found wanting (not 
intentionally) may not be lost sight of in any communication that it may 
become necessary to make h1 me as commanding officer of the squadron 
acting in the \Vest Indies and Gulf of Mexico. The orders I have received 



73 [ 278] 

shall be liberally: as well as literally, executed; but I cannot receive orders 
from any one but the head of the department, from which all my instructions 
are derived, and under whose directions I am, and shall continue to ?.ct. 

I have the honor to be, with much consideration and respect, your 
obedient servant, 

A. J. DALLAS. 
To His Excellency the GovERNOR OF FLORIDA, 

Tallahassee. 
A true copy: 

CHARLES MAPES, 
P. M United States Army. 

TALLAHASSEE, July 6: 1836. 
SIR: I have the honor, herewith, to enclose you a letter from Commo­

dore Dallas to your address, which I have just received. 'I am advised that 
it relates to the snrvey of the coast between Hillsborough Bay and the 
month of the \tVithlacoochie. 'l'his survey has been ordered at my request, 
and is intended to ascertain the security or insecurity of the anchorage at 
the months of the bays and iulets on that part of the coast, and the practi­
cability of ascending those bays and inlets with barges, for the purpose of 
supplying the army while operating in that part of the country. We are 
already informed that boats drawing t!tree feet of water can cross the bar 
at the entrance of the Withlacoochie, but we are not sufficiently acquainted 
with the anchorage off the mouth of this river . . It is expected that an ex· 
pedition to the mouth of this river will be ready to move in steamboats from 
St. Mark's by the 1st of August, and it is very desirable that the information 
sought for may be obtained by that time. I shall endeavor to send a pilot 
with this communication, who will attend the boats you may order to make 
the survey, and will remain to bring such intelligence as you may please 
to comnmnicate on the subject. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your ohedient servant, 
R. K. CALL. 

Commander M. P. Mix, 
TT. S. ship Concord, Tampa Ray. 

TALLAHASSEE, FLoRIDA, August 12, 1836. 
SIR: In compliance with your request to give you, in writing, the cir­

cumstances, related to you verbally this morning, which came to my knowl­
edge during a cruise in the United States transport schooner Motto from 
rrampa Bay to Florida Key and Cape Florida, under an order from Captain 
Mix, of the. United States ship Concord, I report as follows: I left Tampa Bay 
on tile 7th July, having, in addition t0 my crew, eighteen men under Lieu­
tenant Leib and Midshipman Stanley. Having made a full report to Captain 
Mix, I will only mention a few particulars-that is, the probability of the In­
dians receiving supplies from the Spaniards. On arriving at Knight's Key, 
I was told by Captain Ashby, who resides there, that on the 13th a large 
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Spanish sloop had passed through Cape Vacis channel direct from Cape Sa· 
ble; and as it is out of the route of vessels except for that purpose, she must 
have been to the cape for that purpose. On arriving at Indian Key, I was 
informed by Mr. How, the inspector of the customs, that a large armed 
schooner had arrived at the Key for provisions; she was full of men; that, 
on going off to board her, they refused to Jet him come alongside. The pilot 
of one of the wrecking-vessels, who piloted her from Cape Florida, reported 
her full of negroes, apparently not ironed; and, from the different account 
of the captain, who stated that she was a Spanish Guineaman chased by an 
English cruiser, and had run off to the Florida coast, (but, from her having 
new sails and copper, she could not have been from the coast of Africa,) 
they must have been Indian negroes taken from New river, as she had 
been seen off New river for several days; but, as there was no cutter in 
the vicinity, they were unable to detain her or board her. She left Indian 
Key and proceeded to sea. We left Indian Key on the arrival of the reve­
nue-cutter Dexter for the wreck of the Gil Bias ; destroyed her ; and, on 
our return to Cape Florida, found the light-house on fire, burnt by the In­
dians; landed and rescued Mr. Thompson, the keeper, from the top of it; 
returned to Key West and Tampa Bay; from thence to St. Mark's; and by 
your order, reported to the assistant quartermaster of the United States 
army. · 

Yours, respectfnlly, 
JAMES M. ARMSTRONG, 

Master of U. S. transport schooner .111otto. 

I certify the above to be a true copy. 
CHARLES MAPES, 

·Paymaster United States army. 

TALLAHASSEE, August 18, 1836. 
SIR: ln my Jetter of the 14th instant, I mentioned that I had received no 

report of the survey I had requested Commodore Dallas to have made of 
the coast between Tampa Bay and the mouth of the Withlacoochie river. 
It is proper I should inform you that, since that time, I have received a let­
ter from the Commodore, accompanied with a chart of the coast, and a re­
port of the officer by whom it was made. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Hon. LEwis CAss, 
Secretary of War. 

R. K. CALL. 

TALLAHASSEE, September_5, 1836. 
SIR: I have the honor herewith to enclose a copy of the report of Major 

Pierce, of the artillery, giving the result of a very gallant attack made by 
him on a party of Indians under the command of Powell. The conduct 
of Major Pierce, and that of the officers and men under his command, re­
flects on them the highest credit, and merits the respectful consideration of 
the Government. 
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I regret exceedingly to be under the necessity of reporting the death of 
Captain Samuel Shmmon, of the Quartermaster's Department: he died at 
this place yesterday, of bilious fever, after an illness of about ten days. 
'11he whole army, as well as myself, will sustain a severe loss in the death of 
this invaluaLle officer. 

1 have to request, sir, that another officer of the Quartermaster's Depart­
ment, provided with funds to meet the expenses of the approaching cam­
paign, may be ordered to report to me without delay. This measure be­
comes the more necessary as the Tennessee volunteers are on their march, 
and will be here in ten days. After resting themselves and horses a short 
time, they will proceed by a rapid march to the enemy's country. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Hon. SEcRETARY OF WAR. 

R. K. CALL, 
Governor of Ftorida. 

[Referred to in the preceding letter.J 

MicANOPY, August 21, 1836. 
SrR: I have the honor to report to you that I arrived here yesterday, and, 

learuing that there were Indians lurking about Fort Drane, ten miles from 
this post, I determined to make an expedition against them. For this pur­
pose, I marched at two o'clock this morning, with 110 men and a piece of 
orduance-:fifty men commanded by Captain Childs, of the 3d artillery, and 
Lieutenapt Spalding, of the 2d dragoons; fifty men by Lieutenant J. R. Ir­
win and Lieutenant Herbert, of the 1st artillery. [ arrived at Fort Drane 
nbont sunrise; attacked the Indians, who proved to be numerous, (say 300 
lVlickasukie lndians,) commanded by Powell. Lieutenants Irwin and Her­
bert on the right; Captain Childs and Lieutenant Spalding on the left; the 
artillery in the centre, commanded by Lieutenant Pichell-all attacked them 
with great vigor and spirit; drove them three-quarters of a mile into an 
extensive hammock. In a hurried passage over the field, counted ten dead. 
'Thi3 engagement was weil conducted by the Indians, who fought with de­
ternnned bravery for more thnn an hour. 'I'he recesses to which they re­
tired could not be peuetrated by our exhausted and inferior force. I there­
fore marched the detachment back to Micanopy, leaving no killed and 
wounded on the field. Onr loss was one killed and sixteen wounded1 viz: 

Lieutenaut Betts (my adjutant) wounded slightly in the thigh; 
Sergeants Dnrtin, (C,) 4th artillery; Ayres, (A,) 3d artillery, wounded; 
Corporals McKnight, (C,) 4th artillery; North, (I,) 3d artillery; Dennis, 

(A:) 3d artillery, wounded; 
Artificers Shillington, (C,) 4th artillery; Sinclair, (E,) 1st artillery, 

wounded; 
Musician Alexander Hin, (G,) 1st artillery, wounded; 
Privates Shielt>r, (E,) 1st artillery; Tual, (A,) 3d artillery; Coppington, 

(C,) 4th artillery; Storey, (A,) 3d artillery; Rifioiss, (A,) 3d artillery; Ben­
nett, (D,) lst urtillery, wounded-none thought dangerous; 

\¥ agon-master Jackson: severely wounded. 
Killed: Sikes, private, (C,) 1st artillery. 
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The officers of my command were, Captain Childs, 3d artillery; Lieu­
tenant Pichell, 4th artillery; Lieutenant J. R. Irwin, 1st artillery; Lieuten­
ant Spalding, 2d dragoons; Lieutenant Herbert, 1st artillery; Lieutenant 
'Villiam H. Betts, (adjutant,) lst artillery; Surgeons Tripier and Berry. 

The officers and meu all justified my most sanguine expectations. 
I deem it due to Captain Childs to state that he contemplated the same 

movement previous to my arrival, and was waiting the arrive~.l of the train 
to accomplish his purpose. 

Jackson, a wagon-master, well acquainted with the localities of Fort 
Drane, who volunteered his services as a guide on the march, and acted as 
a soldier in the engagement, was brave and wseful. He received two severe 
wounds, lost a valuable horse, and deserves a liberal reward. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Lieutenant Colonel CRANE, 
St. Augustine. 

B. K. PIERCE, 
Major JJ.rtillery. 

I certify the above to be a true copy. 
CHARLES MAPES, U. S. A., 

Aid-de camp to Com1nander-in chief. 

TALLAHASSEE, September 7, 1836. 
StR: I regret very much to infi)rm you of the abandonment of Micano­

py, by order of Colonel Crane. I deem the measure as injudicious as it was 
unnecessary. ·Micanopy is about seventy-five miles in advance of Garey's 
Ferry, on Black creek, and within thirty or forty miles of the principal In­
dian settlements. It answered the double purpose of holding the enemy in 
check, and as a depot for the stores required for the army, when operating 
in that quarter. For some time past, Colonel Crane, in his correspondence, 
has frequently alluded to the abandonment of Micanopy as a measure that 
might become necessary, and, in reply, I have as often shown my disappro­
bation of the measure. Not presuming after this that he would attempt an 
abandonment, and hearing of the approach of the Tennesseans, I sent an 
order to him, by express, directing- him to place as large a quantity of sup­
plies as possible at that place for the use of the army; but the day after tlle 
departure of the express, I received intelligence that the post had been 
abandoned. In consequence of this: the Indians have already advanced as 
high up the country as Newnansville, and driven off all the stock of the 
inhabitants; and but for the timely relief which we may expect from the 
'rennesseans, .the whole country would be overrun. 

'rhe abandonment of Micanopy will greatly retard the operations of the 
army. Instead of having a supply of provisions and ammunition within 
forty miles of the enemy, at the opening of the campaign, from which the 
army might have marched immediately upon the enemy, it will now have 
to draw its resources from posts one hundred miles in the interior, tbrougl1 
a country completely desolated by the enemy. Had Colonel Crane been an 
officer of militia: I should not have hesitated a moment in putting him in 
arrest. But as my command of the regular troops is temporary, I have 
called on him to report the reasons by which he was induced to adopt this 
extraordinary measure, and: when received, I shall forward it with my cor-
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rnsponJence on the subject to you, to be laid before the President of the 
United States. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Han. LEwrs CAss, 
Secretary of War. 

R. K. CALL, 
Governor and Commander-in-chief. 

TALLAHASSEE!1 September 18, 1836. 
SrR : I have the honor herewith to enclose copies of my last letters to 

General Jesup and Commodore Dallas, which will explain to you fully my 
pluns for conducting the war against the Seminole Indians. Since the date 
of tho5e letters, I have had a personal interview with General Jesup, in 
which, with great magnanimity, he declines the command of the army in 
Florida, and proposes to serve under my authority as a volunteer. It is 
gratifying to me to know that the country will have the benefit of his tal­
ents and experience, ev~n though he declines the nominal command of the 
army. He will be in Florida by the 25th instant, with the forces under his 
command. I shall march to-r!lorrow at the head of the rrennessee and a 
small number of the Florida volunteers, and hope to l'neet the enemy bea 
fore the 1st of October. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. R. K. CALL, 

Commanding the Army in Ji'lorida. 
Hon. LEwis CAss, 

Secretary of War: · 

Copies oj the documents referred to in Governor Call's letter of the 18th 
of September, 1836, addressed to the Han. Lr:wis Cass. 

TALLAHASSEE, September 8, 1836. 
GENERAL: I have received your letters of the 21st and 31st ultimo. I 

am highly gratified to learn that you will dispose so promptly of the Creek 
nation, and that, after performing this important duty, you will proceed 
to Florida with the regular forces. I regret very much, however, to find 
you have declined the command of the army. I assure you, sir, nothing 
would afford me greater pleasure than to yield to you, as there is no man 
in our country for whose capacity in the field I have so much respect as 
yours. I hope, however, I shall certainly have the pleasure of seeing you 
with the troops, for, whether you are nominally in command or not, your 
experience and your talents will give direction, and, I doubt not, success 
to our operations against the enemy. 

I shall look with great anxiety for the arrival of the Tennesseans and 
the friendly Creeks, whose immediate assistance has become the more neces­
sary in consequence of the abandonment of Micanqpy, by order of Colonel 
Crane, without my knowledge or approbation. 1 deem the measure as; un­
necessary as it was injudicious, and it will be attended with the worst con­
sequences to the frontier, unless I can give it timely relief. 1.,his is not the 
only evil which will result. Micanopy was the advanced post; it is situa .. 
ted within 35 or 40 miles of the principal Indian settlements, and I had 
ordered Colonel Crane to employ the whole wagon train in placing supplies 
there for the army, while acting in that quarter. But the day after the 
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express set out with this order, I received official information of the aban· 
donment. 'rhis will embarrass our movements in some degree, but I 
hope I shall be ab]e to remedy the evil. 

The depots which I propose est11blishing for the use of the army will be 
at the Suwanee Old-town, on the river of thtat name, and designated on 
the map of Florida as the Old Battle Ground ; another on the 'Vithlacoo­
chie, at the shoals, about 20 miles from its mouth ; one at Volusia, on the 
St. John's; and one at Tampa Bay. All of these are accessible by steam­
boats, and from them I propose to establish other~ in the interior, at such 
points as necessity or convenience may dictate, in the progress of the com~ 
paign. 

l have ordered from Charleston 75,000 rations, and 30 days' allowance 
of forage for 2,0UO horses. These supplies will be carried to Jacksonville, 
on the St. John's river, where they will await my orders to ue carried in 
steamboats to Volusia. Much of the provisions I have had brought to St. 
}\![ark's, to be shipped to Suwanee Old-town, and the Withlacoochie, has 
proved to be damaged, and has been condemned. I shall, however, have 
1 OO,OUO rations of bread at the Old-town in a few days, 20,000 rations of 
pork and bacon, and 300 head of beef cattle. I have ordered 50,000 small 
rations, and 50,000 rations of pork and bacon, from ~ew Orleans, which 
will arrive during the present month. 'rhe distance from the Suwanee 
Old-town, by land, to . the depot which will be established on the Withla­
coochie, is about 40 miles, and by water about 70 miles. I have not yet 
been enabled to raise a sufficient force to advance and establish a depot at 
the Withlacoochie; but, from either St. Mark's or Suwanee Old-town, sup­
plies can be carried with great facility whenever we have a force ready to 
receive and protect them at that place. I have as yet ordered no supplies to 
Tampa Bay, because the plan which I have intended to pursue would not 
require them to be there for some time, and they can be received from Ne\V 
Orleans in a few weeks, when wanted. The depots a.t Volusia and on the 
Withlacoochie will not be more than 50 or 60 miles from each other. The 
course of the Withlacoochie, and the principal Indian settlements, are be­
tween them. In this part of the country, the army wilL meet with the 
greatest resistance, and be longest employed. But we shall be at no time, 
perhaps, more than 25 or 30 miles from one or the other of our principal 
depots, and we can establish others whenever required. With regard to 
transportation, I had intended to use nothing but pack-horses, when in 
pursuit of the enemy. '!,here is a train of about 40 wagons attached to 
the regular force at Garey's Ferry~ which I have thought would be suffi­
cient to transport supplies to the posts which we may establish in the inte­
rior. I have not yet been enabled to purchase the number of pack-horses 
which will be required ; but I hope, with those which I learn you will send 
with the Tennesseans, we shall have enough. There are about 120 good 
horses and mules at Tampa Bay, but they will be of no service until the 
army penetrates to that neighborhood. With regard to the mode of oper­
ations, I propose, on the arrival of the Tennesseans and the friendly Indians, 
to march immediately to the Suwanee Old-town, then to cross the river, 
and, by a forced march, endeavor to surprise the enemy in the principal 
settlements, which are not more than 50 miles distant from that place. The 
approach from this point will be entirely unexpected ; and, aided by good 
guides, which I shall have in readiness, there is every prospect in succeed­
ing in capturing the women and children, and bringing the warriors to bat· 
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tie. While I am conducting this enterprise with thB horsemen and friendly 
Indians, the infantry, should they be in sufficient force, will proceed in 
steamboats to the mouth of the Withlacoochie, which they will ascend in 
barges and such of the steamboats as can navigate the stream, and estab­
lish a depot at the foot of the shoals. Three large barges (all that could 
be procured) will be in readiness for thi~ service. They will carry a large 
quantity of supplies and several hundred men at each trip, and, as the dis­
tance by the river will not exceed 20 miles, the depot can soon be estab­
lished. The mounted force and friendly Indians, after routing the enemy 
in their settlements, can either retire on Volusia, the Suwanee Old-town, 
or the depot on the Withlacoochie, for supplies. After this, I propose to 
concentrate the foot and horsemen, .to place an equal n1:1mber on each side 
of the Withlacoochie: and to examine every hiding-place on both banks, until 
the enemy is completely subdued or routed in that quarter. Having ac­
complished this, it will be necessary to turn our attention to the south, as 
it is known that a number of Indians (supposed to be two or three hundred) 
are located in the neighborhood of Tampa Bay ; and there are others south 
of that, in the neighborhood of Charlotte's harbor. The distance from the 
principal Indian settlements on the Withlacoochie, to Tampa Bay, is near 
100 miles; the intermediate country, for the most part, is an open pine 
barren, in which there. are no settlements, and where it is not probable the 
Indians will be found in force. The army should not be exhausted by 
a march across that district, until the enemy has been perfectly ronted 
and subdued along from the Atlantic to the Gulf of Mexico. I doubt' not, 
General, that the conquest of the enemy will be greatly facilitated ~y divid­
ing the army-one division of which to act on the W ithlacoochie, and the 
other in the country near Tampa Bay and Charlotte's harbor. I would, 
therefore, respectfully suggest that you should proceed to Tampa Bay with 
the regular forces under your command, and theW ashington and Alabama 
volunteers, with a part of the friendly Indians. If the Alabama volunteers 
are mounted, it will be necessary for them to go by land; but they could 
in a few days, with a part of the friendly Indians, form a junction with 
you. Should you approve of this plan, General, your forces might embark 
at Mobile, St. Joseph's, or St. Mark's. The steamboat "Watchman," now 
rum1ing from Pensacola to New Orleans, can be purchased for $40,000, or 
chartered for $450 per day. She is a fine sea-boat, and well calculated for 
the service. 'fhe boats sent me from your army are very inferior, and 
considered dangerous even on a straight coasting voyage. The " Watch­
man" would be serviceable in carrying troops and supplies from !ampa 
Bay to Charlotte's, or any other point on the coast where they might be 
required. If you think favorably of this plan, General, you will please 
order Major Clark to ship to Tampa Bay such a supply of provisions and 
forage as you may require. At the close of the campaign a large quantity 
of provisions will be necessary, as the Indians will have to be shipped from 
that place. At 'l.,ampa Bay you will be able to procure guides from the 
friendly Indians permitted by General Scott to remain there, under the claim 
of being American sea,men. How far they are entitled to this character, 
you will be the better judge when you have seen them. I have no doubt 
they have constant intercourse with the hostile party, with whom t~ey ap­
pear to preserve a neutrality. 1,hrough them you might communicate with 
Abraham and Jumper, and they may lead to their capture or surrender. I 
have yet formed no spy companies, nor have I any suitable materials for 
that service. 
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The country south of Charlotte's harbor is so completely intersected with 

bayous and lagoons that it can only be penetrated in boats; and as Commo~ 
dore Dallas has orders to co-operate with me in conducting the war, I shall 
request him to employ a body of seamen and marines in that service. By 
this means, I hope to cut off such portions of the enemy as may find their 
way to the everglades. One of the first measures l adopted, on entering 
upon the duties of my present station, was to reqnest Commodore Dallas to 
guard the coasfwith cruisers in such a manner as to prevent all intercourse 
between the Indians and foreign traders. I have reason to fear, however, 
that my request has been very imperfectly complied with. I have since ad­
dressed the Secretary of War on the subject, who, instead of acting with 
the promptness and energy which the importance of the case required, re­
fers me back again to Commodore Dallas, and suggests that 1 may employ 
one of the crazy steamboats of the Government on this service, while the 
whole West India squadron is lying at anchor in the bay of Pensacola. 

I am, dear General, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. K. CALL, 

Governor and Commander-in-chief. 
Major General THos. S. JESUP, 

Commanding army of the South. 

TALLAilASS:E:E, September 14, 1836. 
StR: I am advised by the War Department that you have been ordered 

by the proper authority to co-operate with me in conducting the war against 
the Seminole Indians. The brigade of 'rennessee volunteers, and the troops 
from Middle and West Florida, will march from this place on the 19th, and 
the campaign will open on the 25th instant: in the northern part of the ene­
my's country. It is expected that another division of the army will be in 
operation in that part of the nation emoracing the bay of Tarnpa and Char­
lotte's harbor, in a few weeks. As far as the army can march to the south, 
the country will be traversed; and it is hoped the enemy will be routed or 
destroyed. But there is a district, commencing a short distance south of 
Cape Carnaveral on the eastern, and Charlotte's harbor on the western 
margin of the peninsula, which can only be penetrated in boats. 'fhe 
water on the everglades, so far as I have been able to collect information, 
varies from two to six feet in depth. Within this region it is represented 
there are many islands, to which the Indians resort in canoes, and on some 
of which they have permanent settlements. It is reported to.me that there 
are two or three hundred of them assembled on New river, and on the 
keys along the coast. The number may be exaggerated; but the burning 
of the light-house at Cape Florida, and other recent discoveries, render it 
certain that the enemy is to be found in that quarter in some force. I 
would respectfully suggest that the most effective co-operation you can give 
to the land forces in the prosecution of the war will be, by sending an ex­
pedition in boats to act in that part of the peninsula. ~"fhe very limited in­
formation l possess on the subject does not enable me to suggest the kind 
of boats which may be required for this service. It is most probable, how­
ever, that those of the lightest draught would be best adapted, though many 
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-oithe bayous a11.d inlets are said to be deep enough to receive boats of the 
largest size. I have no information which .~vill enable me to suggest the 
number of men and boats which should be employed in this service. On 
this snhject, as well as the lime when the expedition might proceed with 
safety, your own intelligence and that of the naval officers will best deter­
mine. rrhe region to be explored being almost entirely unknown: many 
unforeseen obstacles may be anticipated in the progress of the expedition. 
At Key VVest and Indian Key the best guides can be obtained to lead to the 
present location of the Indians. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. K. CALL, 

Commodore ALEXANDER ). DALLAS} 

Governor of Florida. 

L'Qmmanding the West India squadron, Pensacola. 

HEADQUARTERS, SAN PEDRO, 

September 22, 1836. 
Mv DEAR GENERAL: I arrived here this morning with the Tennessee 

brigade. I expect to arrive at the old battle-ground on the Suwanee [on 
the 24th.] 

I shall be joined there by a sri1all number of Florida volunteers, and shall 
march immediately in pursuit of the enemy. I hope to surprise them; but 
Jam apprehensive that they have heard of the apprO'ach of the Tennesse­
ans through the Creeks that have passed down to unite with them. This 
opinion is supported by the fact, that, within the last ten days, the Indians 
have disappeared along the whole line of frontier. I hope, however, we 
shall find them before the 5th da.y of October, and have no doubt we 
shall give a good account of them. There is but little sickness among the 
'rennesseans; they are in fine spirits, and will do honor to the State. 

I enclose you a copy of a letter from Major Pierce of the artillery, which, 
I regret to say, presents a J;Tiast unfavorable account of the situation of the 
regnlar troops. The absence of officers from their posts is a serious evil, 
and one of which I complained to the Secretary of War immediately after 
assuming command of the army in Florida. Soon after, I received a letter 
from the Adjntant General of the United States army, in which he says. 
the complaint is universal, and that he h3s done every thing in his poweu­
'to produce a remedy of the evil; but that the Secretary of War considers 
the snperintending of railroads and other public works, in which many of 
the officers are engaged, as paramount duties, and that those officers can.­
not be ordered to join their respective corps. I assure you, sir, that if . 
·officers are not compelled to join their commands in Florida, the regular 
force will be of little service to me. Major Pierce reports to me that there · 
'is no ordnance officer either at Charleston or Savannah, and we have none · 
-in the Territory. The ordnance stores sent me from the different arsenals , 
reflect no credit on that department. Many of the musket cartridges are 
made with ci'l.nnon powder and a single ball, and it frequently occurs that 
they are damaged, and entirely unfit for service. 

I am, dear ·General, very sincerely yours, 

·General JACKSON, 

P-resident of the United States. 
6 

R. K. GALL. 
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HEADQUARTERS, SAN PEDRO, 
8eptember 22, 183ft 

SrR: I am thus far on my march, and expect to arrive at Suwanee 
Old-town the day after to-morrow. 

I met at this place an express from the east, bringing me letters from 
Major Pierce of the artillery, copies of which are enclosed, and to which I 
must beg your earnest attention. 'T'he want of officers to perform duty 
with their respective corps is an evil most seriously experienced in Florida. 
I had the honor to bring this subject to your attention at an early day after 
I a,ssumed command of the army in Florida, and had hoped ere this that 
every officer would have been at his post. But you will perceive, from the 
report of Major Pierce, how much the service must suffer by the absence 
of so many officers. 

I hope, sir, that the most prompt measures will be adopted to compel 
every officer to repair to his post without delay. 

J have the aonor to be, very respectfuLly, your obedient, humble servant, 
R. K. CALL, 

Commanding the army in Florida. 
Hon. LEwrs CAss, 

Secretary vf War. 

Copy of document referred to in General Call's letter of 22d September, 
1836. 

HEADQUARTERs, FoRT HEILEMAN, 
Garey's Ferry, September 13, 1836. 

SrR : I cannot permit. the express to leave this, without stating to you 
·.the miserable, deplorable situation of the regular troops in this Territory, 
as regards their efficient action in the field. rrhere are eleven companies 
of artillery, the whole presenting a fighting force of only 110 men, and, 
when we are entitled to fifty-five officers, we haye only six for company 
duty. How can it be expected that companies of troops can be kept up 
for efficient action without officers? Where are the company officers of 
the army? Where are the officers directed in "orders No. 43," from 
headquarters of the army, to join their commands'! none of whom have 
obeyed the order. 'rhere are eight companies here without an officer for 
duty. Still the nrmy is full of officers, and we have, I am informed, fifty 
extra officers from West Point, for whom there is no room in the army. 
If ever there was a time, and a service, where and when our officers were 
required with their companies, it is now and here. 'fhere is no ordnance 
.officer here, no officer of the Subsistence Department, not a single quarter­
master, and but one assistant quartermaster. I earnestly request you to 
have the proper quota of officers ordered here, and the proper staff officers, 
to perform their appropriate duties. 

I am, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

General CALL, 
Commanding in chief. 

A true copy: 

B. K. PIERCE, 
Major commanding. 

THOMAS RANDALL, 
Adjutant General of the Florida army. 
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Doczunent referred to in General Calfs letter of 22d September, 1836. 

HEADQUARTERs, FoRT HEILEMAN, 

Garey's Ferry, September 13, 1836. 
SIR: I have the honor to acknowiedge the receipt of your two commu· 

nications of the 6th instant. I am gratified at the expression of your appro­
bation of my conduct, and that of the officers under my command, in the 
battle of Fort Drane. I enclose a copy of my detailed report to Colonel 
Crane. 

I had already anti~ipated your wishes in supplying Newnansville. I 
repaired to the place, in person, on the 5th instant, and supplied ColoneL 
\Varren with every thing he required-a reinforcement of regular troops, 
ten thousand muskets, cartridges, one howitzer, with one hundred and fifty 
munds of fixed ammunition, and seven four-horse wagons, horses, and har­
ness, and two months' provisions for his whole command and the di:stressecl 
inhabitants. I send, to-morrow, a train of five wagons, with fifteen hundred 
rations and other property, to Newnansville, for the use of the troops at 
Fort Milts, ten miles above Newnansville. 

I fear that no provisions corresponding with yonr intended movement 
have been. made here. I have ordered my quartermaster at this place to 
send immediately to Charleston or Savannah, or both places, and procure 
one hundred hor:ses and saddles, fifty new wagons, (most of those here being 
out of repair,) and 7,500 bushels of corn and oats; and my commissary of 
subsistence to procure, without de1ny, additional provisions for two thonsand 
troops for two months. l hope, by the time these supplies shall have ar­
rived, that I may hear from you again, giving me the data from which I 
ean make the necessary requisitions, and procure such supplies as you require 
here. In the mean time, I shall keep our boats, the "John Stoney" and the 
i' Essayons," actively employed in procuring such supplies of provisions as [ 
think are ne~essary to prepare the troops for the field, and to supply the 
inhabitants, who amount to six or eight hundred. I have endeavored to 
make them as comfortable as possible, by ordering the issue of salt beef, rice, 
&c., and the assistant surgeon to attend upon their familes every morning. 
I enclose a memorandum, by which you will be able, at a glance, to see 
every thing, personal and material, of which you can avail yourself at this 
place. 

I do not know what force Colonel Crane will send from St. Augustine. 
So soon as the troops ff'0m that place arrive, I will £end you a report of my 
exact strength. 

I am, sir., with great respect, your most obedient servant, 
B. K. PIERCE, Major commanding. 

P. S.-1 have also ordered one hundred pack-saddles. 

-General R. K. CALL, Commanding in chief. 

A true copy.: 

B. K. P. 

THOMAS RANDALL, 
Adjutant and Inspector General ·of the army in Florida. 
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HEADQUARTERS, CHARLES' F E"RR '£',. 
Suwanee River, September 23, 183{]. 

S r R: I have the honor to enclose herewith a copy of the official reporf 
of Colonel John Warren, commanding the East Florida troops, of a very 
spirited and gallant attack made by him on a J.arge party ef the enemy oa 
the 18th instunt. 

The conduct of Colonel Warren 1 and the officers and men under his 
command, entitles them to the attenti0n and highest confide111Ce of the Gov­
ernment. 

1 have the honor to be, respectfully,. sir, your most obedient servant: 

Hon. LEWIS CAss, 
Secretary of War. 

R. K. CALL, 
Commanding Army in Florida. 

Report of Colonel Warren, referred to in Governor Gaffs letter of Sep .. 
tember 23, 1836. 

HEADQUARTERS, 2D MILITARY DISTlCT, E. F'LORIDA, 

Fort Gilleland, September 18, 1836. 
SIR. : Yesterday morning, the 17th instant, a party of from one to twO' 

hundred Indians came within a mile of this post, on the Picolata road, and 
captured a cart belonging to John Standly. Three white men and two ne­
groes were fired on by a part of this body-fortunately without effect. The 
cart was set on :fire. I immediately sallied out with thirty men to recon­
noitre, white · the troops were preparing to make a general sortie 1 a very 
heavy rain which came up at this time answered the double purpose of ex­
tinguishillg the fire and rendering our arms useless. The cart with a load 
of corn was saved and brought in. I pursued on the trail some distance·, 
and found that they had gone towards Colonel Sanchez's plantation 1 it be·­
ing now nearly dark, and the rain still continuing, it was- concluded to rc~ 
turn and make an attack on them in the morning. 

At one o'clock this morning, four men of tried valor were sent out to 
reconnoitre around the San Velasco hammock and the pl'antution of Colo­
nel Sanchez; they returned at four o'clock, having made no discovery. 
Being satisfied that they were there, I resolved to go out; accord'ingiy, at 
six o'clock I marched out with one hundred mounted men, being de­
tachments from Captains Walker, Ward, and Garrison's companies, with 
twenty-five gentlemen under Captain Beekman, (having formedy belonged 
to his company, and volunteered their services for this special service,) Cap­
tain D. D. Tompkins, of company B, 1st regiment United States artillery,. 
with a twenty-four-pound howitzer and twenty-five of his men. 1..,his com­
mand was arranged in three lines, as follows: Captain Walker, with his· 
company, and Lieutenant Bruten, in command of the detachment from 
Captain Garrison's company: formed the right wing under my personal 
comm~:md; Captain Tompkins, with his command, formed the ce.ntre; and 
the volunteers under Captain Beekman, with Captain Ward's company, 
formed the left wing under Lieutenant Colonel Mills. On arriving within 
three-quarters of a mile of the hammock, the spies reported Indians in 
front; they immediately opened a sharp tire on the right wing and centre. 
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''rhe Indians on the ]eft, in considerable force, made ari attempt to turn that 
flank, hnt were charged with spirit and success by Lieutenant Colonel 
Mills's command, and driven into a thick· wooded oak scrub; then, dis­
mounting and charging on them, drove them through this into the border 
of the hammock, where the artillery played on them with considerable ef­
fect. After this, they 1red to the right, and attempted to tnrn that wing; 
but were charged with success by Captain Walker and Lieutenant Bruten's 
cornmand, and again driven within range of the artillery, which opened on 
them witl1 great effect. 'rhcy made several desperate attempts to maintain 
their position, and charged twice on the artillery, but were driven off at all 
points, and pursued for a mile and a half into a dense hammock, where 
they could not be pursued to advantage. The command advanced and 
t'Ook a position, and remained on it for two hours and a half, then returned 
in the same order of the advance, without seeing or hearing any thing 
more of them. "':.,he action lasted one hour and a half~ one hour of which 
the firing was heavy on the whole line. From the ground which they oc­
cupied, their force ·is estimated at least at three hundred men. Several In­
ditws were distinctly seen to fall before the fire of the artillery, particularly 
on the left; several persons report that they saw a mounted Indian (a chief, 
from his appearing to be giving orders) fall before the fire of the artillery. 
Adjutant Gilleland reports that he saw a large fellow mounted in front of 
the right, and, from a recollection of his person, thinks it was Jumper; he 
mdered a platoon fired at him, and several persons assert that he fdl. 
From the many traces of tilood discovered in passing over the ground after 
tbe enemy were routed, a great number mnst have been ktlled and wound­
ed. We also discovered 'vhBre they had killed five beeves and seven 
hogs., some 'Of which were left by them, in their hurry, in the situation in 
wbieh they were shot down. Lieutenant Colonel Mills sustained, in this 
action, the reputation he had previously acquired fot· bravery, coolness, and 
jndg-ment: I beg leave to recommend him to your excellency's notice for 
his good conduct in this action, as well as the important services rendered 
by him since stationed at this post. Captains Beekman, vValker, and Ward: 
and Liet'ltenants Brnten and Hindly, behaved with great bravery. Lieu­
tenant Bruten had his horse killed under him. Adjutant Gilleland particu­
larly distinguished himself by his bravery and exertions on the right wing. 
Private Weyman, B company, lst artillery, stationed at the howitzer, was 
severely wounded at the first fire, but refused to retire from his post until 
four rounds were fired, wheu he was compelled to retire from loss of blood. 
In fcwt, the whole command behaved well. 

Below is a report of wounded. I regret to state that private Jerry Bur­
.nett is pronounced mortally wounded·; the others appear to be in a fair way 
to recover. 1 should do injustice were I to close this report without men~ 
tioning, in terms of approbation, the prompt attention of Doctors Pelot and 
1\utdot to the wounded men: they promptly attended, during the action, 
to all. 

I have the honor to be1 respectfully, &c., 

His Excellency R. K. CALL, 

JOHN 'VARREN, 
Colonel, commanding 2d M D., E. F. 

Oovenwr; commanding in chief. 



[ 278] 86 

Return of wounded in the action of San Velasco, on tlte 18th 8eplem· 
ber, 1836. 

B company, 1st artillery-Private Weyman. 
Florida militia--Sergeant Rowell: privates Pawals, Jerry Burnett (twice,) 

Jas. Greger, Samuel Russell, Jesse Long. 
One horse killed, and five wounded. 

L. GILLELAND, Adjutant. 

HEADQUARTERs, FoRT DRANE, October 10, 1836. 
SIR : My Jetter of the 18th ultimo [from Tallahassee} informed you of 

my march from that place. 
On the 1st inst., when within twelve miles of this place, we surprised a 

smaJl party of Indians, four of whom we killed, but the others escaped on 
horseback ; and although we made a tiJrced march, with the hope of sur­
prising the camp at this place, the alarm was communicated, and on our 
arrival we found that the Indians (supposed to be three h1mdred in number) 
hud fled with great precipitation, leaving a ]arge number of cattle }n pens, And 
abandoning all their cooking utensils, and other articlt:s. But for this eir­
cumstance, we should have surprised, and perhaps destroyed, PowEll and 
his band. 

The country has now been completely scouted, and relieved from the 
enemy, as far south as the Withlacoochie. 

Major Pierce, to whose active exertions I am greatly indebted, united 
with me last night with a force of 200 regulars, and bringing seven days' 
rations for the whole army; with this, we shall march to-day for the With­
lacoochie. Our force will be about L,350. We hope soon to meet the ene· 
my. So far, our advanced parties have killed eleven Indians, without loss 
on our part. 

With our present supply of provisions, we hope to be able to encounter 
the enemy in his stronghuld on the Withlacoochie; after which, Ol.lf depots 
on the Volusia, and at the mouth of the same river, will afford us the means 
of replenishing our supplies. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, you:r obedient servant, 
R. K. CALL, 

Commauding army of Florida. 
The Hon. the SEcRETARY OF WAR. 

HEADQUARTERs, FonT DR_t\NE, October 19, 1836. 
SIR: I had the honor, on the lOth inst, to inform you of my contem­

plated march to the "V ithlacoochie. 
f)u the evening before my arrival, Colonel Randall, the adjutant and in­

~pt'dor general, was ordered: with Major Upshan, of the Tennessee brigade,. 
to advance with the spies under command of Captains Lauderdale and Wil­
son, and the front guard under command of Colonel rrrousdule, and select 
an encampment abont four miles from the river. Tn the performance of 
this duty: they surprised a party of the enemy, killed ten warriors, and cap­
tured eleven women and children. Bnt five of the warriors escaped: aud 
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several of them were traced for some distance by the blood. "\Ve learned 
from the prisoners that the stronghold of the enemy was immediately on 
the opposite side of the river, and not more than four miles distant; nnd 
that one of the principal negro-towns was about tbree miles distant, situated 
between the Withlacoochie and a stream flowing into it from a large lake. 
The next morning I attempted to cross the river, but found it swollen by 
the heavy rains, an<i out of its banks. The enemy was in possession of the 
opposite side, and gave us a volley as soon as we appeared, but without 
effAct. Two hundred good horsemen, under the command of Major Gor­
don, were ordered to dismount and take the bank of the river; this was 
~one with great gallantry by all the officers and men engaged, and a par­
tial fire ensued, which continued for some time, when, ascertaining the im­
practicability of swimrr:ing our horses, under the fire of the enemy, where 
the river was near two hundred yards wide, I caused the detachment to 
retire. In this fire Major Gordon was slightly wounded in the breast, and 
two of th@ privates were wounded, hut not dangerously. 'rhe loss of the 
€nemy was not ascertained, bnt supposed to be much greater than onrs. 
On the same day, Lieutenant Colonel Gill, of the Tennessee brigade, was 
despatched to attack the negro -town, above described. He was met at the 
stream, which constitutes the principal barrier of defence, by a body of ne­
groes and Indians, who disputed his passage with great obstinacy for one 
hour and a half, when the enemy was driven from his position, as it is be­
lieved, with considerable loss; several were seen to fall, and one in pnrticn­
lar, who was seen to fall from a tree. Our loss was three killed-our 
faithful Indian guide Billy, and privates McKinley and Daniel H. West, of 
the Tennes8ee brigadP., and eight wounded; 'btlt, I am happy to say, none 
of tht>m dangerously. · 

The stock of our provisions being nearly exhausted, we were compelled, 
the next day, to march to our supplies, having every confidence that the 
depot at the mouth of the Withlacoochie had been established, from which 
we were not more than thirty miles distant. 'Ve marched to that place for 
relief, bnt we were unable to penetrate the country to the mouth of the 
river; and on our arrival at the lowest practicable point, not hearing any 
thing of the party ordered to establish the depot, I was compelled, most 
reluctantly: to fall back on this place. But for this disappointment, I am 
confideut tile war might have been closed in ten days. As I had expected, 
Colonel Laue's regiment was operating near me on the river, and has this 
morning united with me. On his arrival at 'Tampa Bay, he had a skir­
mish with the enemy within a few miles of the fort, in which he defeated 
and drove them at all points. The loss of the enemy was not ascertained; 
that of Colonel Lane was two regular soldiers wounded. On h1s march 
to the Withlacoochie, he a.o-ain encountered the enemy ih the lakes and 
swamps of the river. In l~is approach, the men were sometimes up to the 
shoulders in water, and wen" compelled to carry the ammunition on their 
bayonets. 

With all these disadvantages he c.ontinued to advance, nnd routed the 
€~emy from his strong position. On this occasion he had one of his war­
nors wounded ; what effect was produced on the enemy was not ascer­
tained, as they fled as soon as the barrier was passed. I have ordered the 
mounted men to fa!l back on Black creek, to forage the horses, whi~.:h have 
been without grain for more than twenty days. I shall remain here with 
Colonel Lane's command; and while our horses are recruiting, will have a 



[ 278] 88 

large quantity of provisions despatched here, and from this shalt advance a 
post within cannon-shot of the enemy, on the Withlacoochie. rrbis is a 
place of great strength, from the natural barrier it presents to every ap· 
proach, and where, I learn from the prisoners, the women and children were 
concealed during the last winter and spring. I have de~patched an officer 
to ascertain the situation of the depot at the mouth of the Withlacoochie, to 
enable me to open a communication by land or water. I hope in ten days 
to be able to take the field again, and that the war will be dosed in a short 
time. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedrent servm1t, 
R. K. CALL, 

General, commanding the anny of Florida. 
Hon. LEwis 0Ass, 

Sr::cretary of l'Var, Washington. 

HEADQUAR'l'ERs, FoRT DRANE, 

October 22, 1836. 
SIR : 1 have the honor herewith to enclose a copy of the official report 

of Lieutennnt Colonei Brown, nf the Creek volunteers, giving an account 
of the march of that regiment from Tampa Bay to this place, where they 
united with me on the 19th instant. 

With the most pAinful regret, I have to inform you that, within a very 
few hours after the arrival of this regiment, its gallant commander, Colonel 
Lane, in a paroxysm of insanity produced by a fevAr of the brain, occa­
sioned by excessive fatigue and anxiety on the march, committed suicide 
by introducing the point of his sword above the right eye, and foreing it 
almost through his head. 

By this melancholy occurrence, the army has been deprived of one of its 
most valuable and efficient officers, and the country has sustained a severe 
loss. I am happy, however, to ndd, that, though he was high~y esteemed 
by the troops under his command, they have become reconciled to his losst 
and evince every disposition to prosecute the war with vigor and zeal, under 
any other officer who may be designated to command them. 

I have the honor to be, respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
R. K. CALL, 

General, conl/tnanding the anny of Florida~ 
Han. LEW1S CAss, 

Secretary of War. 

Document referred to in Governor Call's letter of October 22, 18367 ad­
dressed to the Secretary of War. 

FoRT DRANE, October 22, 1836. 

GovERNOR: The melnncholy event which occurred here on the 19th 
causes the dnty to devolve on me of reporting to you rhe movements of the 
Creek regiment of volunteers, since its departure from Tampa Bay. We 
left our camp near Fort Brooke, and crossed the Hillsborough river on Mon­
day the lOth instant, and encamped about one mile from the tort. On 
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Tuesday we marched 18, on Wednesday 19, and on Thursday 20 miles, 
without any thing of interest having occurred. On Friday: the 14th, we 
started at seven o'clock, and, having marched three or four miles, one of 
our scouts reported a hostile Indian on our right flank; immediate pursuit 
ensued; but, being monnted, he evaded us. On arriving at the place where 
he disappeared, we discovered, a~ far as the eye could reach, extensive lakes, 
on which were many and heavily timbered islands, connected together in 
some instances by extensive marshes containing a heavy g-rowth of grass. 
Our Indians having reported a fresh trail, and tllat a village was seen in 
the vicinity, Colonel Lane called a halt, and made preparations for a scout. 
We accordingly left our horses and baggage, and struelc off in a northeast 
direction; we soon found a small deserted village. Proceeding onward to­
wards the south, we passed over some fine hammocks, and came to a ford 
of some two hundred yards: our troops crossed it, partly by swimming and 
partly by wading, carrying their ammunition on the points of their bayonets. 
Having reached the opposite side, we found extensive comfields, and a few 
cattle and ponies ; here was also a small village. Pursuing the trail, we 
came to an extensive mars!!, a mile at least in length ; our Indians leading 
the way, we plunged in. The mud and water being from four to six feet 
deep, our horses soon became exhausted, and all very soon had to be aban­
doned. 'Ve then pursued our course on foot, the water at times up to onr 
necks, and bottom so soft as to make it almost impossible to keep our heads 
above water; we at length safely attained the shore, having passed a ford 
such as has seldom or never been attempted by white troops. We found our­
selves on a beautiful fertile island, of several miles in extent, \vith a trail 
running south, which we pursued about a mile, and arrived at an extensive 
village, which had evidently been but recently abandoned: here we found 
corn, cattle, hogs, many domestic utensils, and several scalps of white men. 
Pnrsuiug our course more westerly for half a mile, we came to another 
large village, where we found the same: I presume the two villages must 
have contained about 150 lodges. From there we followed the trail about 
half a mile to a small declivity, at the bottom of which was a small pond, 
and on the side of which was a low scrub which extended to the left about 
half a mile, and on the right of whirh was a thick hammock: our van was 
here saluted by the enemy, which was promptly returned. We immediately 
pushed on, and a smart skirmish of a half hour's duration ensued, when 
the enemy gave way and retired into the hammock, the scrub being so very 
thick as to be impenetrable. We pursued for a mile or more, both parties 
keeping up a running fight, when we came to an extensive open field. 
We pursned to the opposite side of this, when the enemy scattered in ano­
ther thick hammock, and we gave up the pursuit i having, in the whole 
skirmish, had bnt one man wounded. It is but an act of justice to say that 
every man did his duty; and, if I have any blame to find with the officers 
of the regiment, it is for their too great eagerness to push forward and get 
in immediate contact with the enemy. 

The loss of the enemy conld not be ascertained, nor the number engaged, 
in consequence of the well known fact, that they immediately carry their 
killed and wounded off the field, and that the scrub in which the principal 
skirmish took place was so very thick that but few could be seen at a time. 
I should say, however, that there were 30 or 40 of them, and several were 
doubtless killed and wounded, from the heavy fire poured into the scrub. 
On our return, our Indians killed some 100 cattle, and probably as many 
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hogs, and drove to camp about 200 more of the former. 'Ve returned by 
another trail in a northwest direction, and, having swam about 100 yards to 
the main land, reached camp about sunset. Our Indians during the night 
brought in more cattle, so that we had in all about 400 head. We marched 
the next day about 12 miles, having passed on our right a continued suc­
cession of extensive lakes and swamps. On Sunday, the 16th, we reached 
the Withlacoochie, about 10 o'clock, and made immediate preparations for 
crossing, which we performed by 8 o'clock in 'the evening, by means of a 
small canoe and some very small rafts made by the Indians. We encamp­
ed for the night just withou-t the walls of Fort Izard; the next morning, pur­
suing our march, we struck a large trail leading to the southwest-this we 
followed for seven miles, and encamped. During the evening your detach­
ment arrived. 'rbe next morning took up our line of march for this place, 
and marched 22 miles and encamped, and arrived here the next morning at 
half past 9 o'clock. 

I have the honor to be, respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
HARVEY BROWNE, 

Lieut. Col. commanding Creek volunteers. 
His Excellency R. K. CALL, 

Commander-in-chief. 

HEADQUARTERs, FoRT DRANE, October 29, 1836. 
SIR: I have the honor to enclose to you two general orders, providing 

for the appointment of the officers of the regiment of Creek volunteers, sub­
ject, however, to your approval. 

Those announced in the order of the 28th instant had previously, with 
one exception, received the sanction of Colonel Lane and General Jesup, 
and were only confirmed by me, but with entire approbation. 

Those announced in the order of the 29th are officers of well known and 
approved merit. I feel the utmost confidence that they will all do justice to 
the trust reposed in them, and re~pectfully recommend them all to your 
favorable consideration and approval. 

I shall soon have the honor to write to you more fully of my movements, 
which shall be rapid and consecutive, from this point. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
R. K. CALL, 

Commanding army of Plorida. 
The PRESIDENT of the United States, JtVashington. 

HEADQUARTERs, F'oR~r DRANE, November 10, 1836. 
SIR: 'rhe army will move this day in force, in pursuit of the enemy on 

the \Yithlacoochie. From the best information received, I hn.ve rea:;on to 
believe that he will await our approach, and once again dispute the passage 
of the river. 

With the supplies now collected, and with the force under my command, 
there can be no doubt of his speedy overthrow and dispersion ; and , aided 
as I shall be by a large Indian force of Creek volunteers, his escape without 
great loss is almost impossible. It is only to be fean~d that he may have 
taken alarm at our preparations, and, by dispersing, render his defeat a task 
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of grertter time and labor. I incline, however, to the belief that his former 
success on the Withlacoochie, and the natural strength of the position, will 
induce him to risk another combu.t on that ground. 

General Read has already penetrated in a steamboat 12 miles above Fort 
Clinch, (formerly Camp Graham, at a point about 20 miles from the mouth 
of the river,) and is now fitting out a similar expedition, in the confident ex­
pectation of reaching a point opposite to the Cove, and where the army will 
be operating. 

From General Jesup I have no later ad vices than to the 23d ultimo, when 
he was preparing to transport the marines and Alabama volunteers to 
Tampa Bay, from which he would immediately march to co-operate with 
me on the '¥ithlacoochie. 

To meet the exigencies of the army, to h:eep open the communication be­
tween the Withlacoochie and the St. John's, and to enable the dispersed 
inhabitants of Alachua to return to collect their cattle and property, I have 
re established this post, where will be kept a small deposite of military 
supplies. 

'rhe delay in the operations of the army has been thus ·far unavoidable, 
from the unexpected delay in the establishment of the depot of the Withla­
coochie. We shall now advance with adequate supplies for our present 
expedition, and with the means of replenishing them from several points. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obedient ~ervant, 
R. K. CALL, 

General, commanding in chief in Florida. 
The Hon. the SECRETARY OF WAR. 

TALLAHASSEE, November 18, 1836. 
S 1 R: 1 have the satisfaction to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 

the 5th of November. Anticipating your authority to draw arms from the 
public arsenals, I sent to Mount Vernon, Alabama, and have now on their 
way to this place 1,000 muskets and two six-pounders, with a sufficient 
supply of arms and ammunition. · I have also received 700 stand of arms 
from Tampa Bay. This will enable me to arm such troops as may come 
to our relief, as well as those of the Territory; and 1 hope we shall be able 
to defend ourselves. 'rhe distance between us and the Creeks is but incon­
siderable, and we are separated by a very sparse population. 1 am appre­
hensive that, when pressed by the troops of Alabama and Georgia, they will 
retreat to the peninsula of Florida; in v;hich event, they will desolate a part 
of this country. I am, however, adopting the most active measures of de­
fence, and hope to be ready to receive them. 1,he bands of the enemy 
which infested this part of the country have been driven back, and they 
have left it at present undisturbed. I hnve no doubt they will pay us a 
visit again in a short time, but I shall then be prepared for them. The 
steamboat I mentioned in my last wiil sail on to-morrow to relieve the gar­
rison at Black creek and the Withlacoochie. Agreeably to your request, I 
shall immediately open a correspondence with General Scott on the subject 
of our defence. My knowledge of the country will perhaps enable me to 
be of service. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, yonr obedient servant, 

Ron. LEWIS UAss, 
Eecretary of War. 

R. K. CALL. 
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HEADQUARTERs, VoLUSIA, November 27, 1836. 
Sn~: The army under my command arrived at this place on yesterday, 

and I have the honor to report the result ef its operation against the ene­
my since the lOth instant, the day on which I informed you I should march 
in pursuit. 

On the morning- of the 13th we arrived at the Withlacoochie, and pro­
ceeded immediately to cross the river and pass into the Cove, the former 
stronghold of the enemy. This was effected with great difficulty, although 
no enemy appeared to oppose our passage, and the water had fallen more 
than four feet since our former visit: four men were drowned in crossing. 
We found the river 220 yards wide, in some places swimming, and in a-ll 
others deep fording from bank to bllnk. rrhe regular troops, with the 
friendly Indians and a detachment of Florida volunteers, after crossing, 
made a thorough examination of the Cove, and found it entirely abandon­
ed by the enemy. 

I crossed myself with this division of the army, and encamped in the Cove 
that night. In t.he mean time, General Armstrong had been ordered, with 
the Tennessee brigade, to march upon the north side of the river, and force 
a passage across the stream where our troops had met with such obstinate 
resistance on the 13th of October. On approaching the stream he found 
no enemy to resist his passage, but it was in part still swimming and diffi. 
cult to cross. '"fhe passage was effected, and the 2d regiment, under the 
command of Colonel Trousdale, advanced to attack ·the Indian and ne~ro 
settlements in that vicinity. They found all the towns abandoned, and dis­
cm'ered large trails of the enemy leading to the east and northeast. A 
negro, captured in one of the houses, reported that they had fled to the 
Wahoo swamp. The Tennesseans burnt three large towns, which were 
built of hewn logs, and appeared to have been constructed during the last 
spring and summer. 'They discovered very little appearance of cultivatiou, 
a_nd, from the report of the captured negro, the enemy have nothing to sub­
slst orr exeept beef. 

The brigade returned that night to the camp on the river, where all the 
lmggage of the army had been left under a strong guard. Finding that the 
enemy had abnndoned his stronghold, (which appeared better defended by 
nature than any place I have ever seen,) and discovering that all the trails 
from th_e Cove across the river lead to the north side, I determined to recross 
the river myself, and with the 'rennessee brigade: a small detachment of 
regular troops, and Florida militia, to pursue to whatever point he might 
have retreated ; while Colonel Pierce, with the troops which had crossed 
into the Cove, was ordered to march up on the south side of the river, and. 
to form a junction with me near Dade's battle-ground. 

The two divisions of the army marched on the 16th instant on the routes 
assigned them. On the 17th, about noon, a large encampment of the ene­
my was discovered on our right flank, and not more than four hundred 
yards from our line of march. The lst regiment of Tennessee volunteers, 
under Colonel Bradford, being on that flank, General A:mstrong was or­
dered to advance with it and attack the enemy. Th3 Indians bad taken 
the alarm, and retreated into the edge of a dense swamp, where they had 
deposited such of their baggage as they had time to remove, and where they 
awaited our approach. The Tennesseans, under their gallant leader, ad­
vanced with great intrepidity within gunshot of the position held by the 
enemy, when they dismounted under his fire, and, by one of the most spirit· 
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ed charges that ever was made, in a few minutes possessed themselves of 
the hammock and drove the enemy from his ground. Our troops pursued, 
sometimes waist .. deep in mud and wate1". 'l'he pursuit was continued as 
long as an enemy could be discovered. . 

The spy companies, under the command of MaJOr Lauderdale, accom­
panied by MaJor Barrow, aid de-camp of General Armstrong, had been 
detached in the morning in pursuit of a party of Indians, supposed to be 
near our encampment of the preceding night. They returned just before 
the close of the action, and, with the companies of Captains Finley and 
Bledsoe, of the 2d regiment, were ordered to take a position on the left, to 
cut off the retreat of the enemy should he attempt to pass in that quarter; 
but the enemy fled precipitately from the field, being completely routed, 
even in the swamp which he had selected for the battle-ground, leaving all 
his baggage and horses. 

The l0ss of the enemy was twenty found dead on the field, and no doubt 
is entertained that many others were killed, who were not discovered in the 
slight examination made in passing over the field. In wounded the enemy 
must have suffered severely, as twenty-one distinct trails of blood were dis­
covered through the hammock into which they retreated. Our loss was 
one killed, (private Wm. A. Beard, of Captain McMahon's company,) and 
Asa Hays, of the same company, wounded. 

Of Captain Crouch's company, there were wounded, Wm. Morton mor­
tally; Sherwood Green and Wm. Newcomb severely: but not dangerously. 

Of Captain Tipps's company, Henderson Hunt, wounded. 
Of Captain Fletcher's company, Ensign R. A. McLane and Granger 

Wright, slightly. . 
Of Captain Baber's company, R. B. King. 
Of Captain Gibson's company, Bishop Hubold. Total killed and wound­

ed, ll. 
I cannot speak too highly ef the bravery and good conduct of all the offi· 

cers and men engaged in this affitir. Gen. Armstrong and all the members 
of his staff, and General Read, of Florida, wbo acted as volunteer aid-de· 
camp on the occasion, were distinguished for their courage and activity in 
the field. Colonel Bradford, Lieutenant Colonel Cabal, and Adjutant Brad­
ley most gallantly led the charge into the hammock, and were as gallantly 
followed by the brave men they commanded. Major Goff was also distin­
guished for his activity and bravery. 

With regard to the company officers, where all behaved with so much 
spirit and zeal, and each was emulous to surpass the other in feats of bra­
very, it is a difficult matter to discriminate between them. It will be suf­
ficient, therefore, to mention the names of those who were engaged in the 
action : these were Captains McMahon, Crouch, Tipps, Frierson, Fletcher, 
Roberts, and Jones, and Lieutenants Lipscomb and Levy, commanding 
companies in the absence (through sickness) of their captains, and Lieuten­
ant Garland, commanding Captain Gibson's company, who was then absent 
on duty. 

I cannot pay a higher or more just compliment to the troops engaged in 
this action, than to say that every officer and soldier fully sustained the 
high character of Tennessee for enterprise and valor. After the close of 
the action, which lasted about thirty minutes, the army marched about four 
miles in the direction of Dade's battle·ground, where we halted for the 
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night, and made the necessary arrangements to move forward and attack 
the enemy, if to be found, in the Wahoo swamp. 

On the morning of the 18th, the baggage-train was placed in a compact 
form, under the protection of two pieces of artillery and a detachment of 
regular troops, commanded by Captain 'rompkins, and a strong guard of 
Tennesseans and Florida militia. At an early hour I marched at the head 
of five hundred and fifty ,-rennessee troops, and about 11 o'clock, after crass­
in~ two brooks, skirted with dense hammocks, which formed a part of the 
Wahoo swamp, we entered a piece of open gronnd, which brought us in 
view of a town which had been just abandoned and set fire to by the enemy. 
They were so closely pursued, that several of them were seen as they enter­
ed the hammock, where, they gave us to unden,tand, they were prepared 
to receive us. 

'I' he line of battle was immediate! y formed : the troops on foot prepared 
to enter the hammock, while a detachment of horse on each flank remained 
in the open ground to act as occasion might require. While the men ordered 
to ad vance were yet in the open ground, and had approached within gun­
shot of the hammock, the enemy opened a deadly fire upon them. A charge 
was ordered, and was most gallantly made ; our troops entered the hammock, 
and in a few moments the whole line became engaged. It was soon dis­
covered that the enemy outflanked us on the right and left, and at one time 
they showed themselves in force in our rear. Their force could not have 
been less than from 600 to 700. 

A part of the horsemen were ordered to dismeunt and charge on the 
right and left flanks, while others were sent to disperse the Indians in the 
open ground, who were firing in the rear at long gunshot distance. These 
orders were promptly obeyed: Captain !<-,letcher, at the head of eighteen 
mounted men, charged and most gallantly dispersed about fifty warriors in 
open ground. Colonel Bradford led the charge on the right, and Lieuten­
ant Colonel Cahal on the left; Colonel Trousdale and Lieutenant Colonel 
Guild led the centre; and a more gallant and intrepid charge was never 
made on any occasion. In thirty minutes the enemy was dtiven at all 
points, and fled precipitately from the field. Our troops continued the pur­
suit as long as the enemy could be seen ; after which, they returned in 
good order to the open ground, bringing their dead and wounded with 
them. 

The loss of the enemy, on this occasion, must have been very consider­
able. In passing over the field, twenty-five were found dead, and it is be­
lieved many others were carried off during the fight. Their wounded can­
not be estimated. 

Our loss was three killed, viz: Lieutenant Pinkney Green; Bumnock 
Riggs, of Captain Bledsoe's company; and Andrew Lynch, of Captain Bat­
tle's company. 

The wounded were, R. K. Anderson and George W. Mitchell, of Captain 
Hamilton's company; Lewis Waggoner, of Captain Crouch's company; 
James Gay and John Mitchell, of Captain Tipps's company; William 0. 
File, of Captain Baber's company ; Lieutenant R. A. Alexander, of Captain 
Lauderdale's company; John Warner and George Tucker, of Captain 
Campbell's company; William Robinson, of Captain Finley's company ; 
Thomas Cooper, of Captain Battle's company; and Worthy Walker, of 
Captain Henry's company. 

Total, killed and wounded, 15. 
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Too much cannot be said in praise of the troops on this occasion. They 
contended with a superior force; and not an instance occurred, through the 
day, in which any officer failed to do his duty. General Armstrong and 
every member of his staff were active and energetic, anu displayed great. 
bravery during the action . . Captain Johnson, of the Indian regiment, and 
Sergeant Harris, of the Florida militia, (both there without command,) 
were distinguished for their bravery, and acted as volunteers with the spy 
companies. The following is the list of officers of the Tennessee brigade 
engaged in the action. (See list appended.) So soon as the necessary ar­
rangements could be made for carrying our killed and wounded, we com­
menced our return march to camp, which we reached about nine o'clock at 
night. 

The next day (the 19th) being the day appointed for Colonel Pierce to 
unite with me, I marched down the road to Dade's battle-ground, still near 
the enemy, where I hoped to meet with his division that night, and to enter 
the swamp t!he next day in full force. 

He did not reach that point until the following day at 12, M. The 
swamp was about five miles distant, and it w~~tJ:ten too late to march and 
enter it with the hope of doing any thing taat \tif The army had alrea­
dy been on half rations for several days, but 1 resolved to spend one day 
more in searching the swamp for the enemy; accordingly, on the morning 
of the 20th instant, after leaving our baggage under a strong detachment, 
commanded by the gallant Colonel Bradford, the army moved forward again 
to the swamp. It was soon discovered that the enemy was on the edge of 
it, awaiting our approach. 

'rhe line of battle was immediately formed : the 'rennessee troops on the 
right; the regulars and two companies of Florida militia, under the command 
of Colonel Pierce, formed the centre; and the regiment of friendly Indians 
formed the left. 'rhe horsemen constituted the reserve. 

So soon as the line was formed, the Indians raised a yell, and opened a fire 
along the whole of the centre and right. A charge was ordered, and our 
troops entered the hammock without discharging a gun, although they re­
ceived a heavy volley from the enemy as they advanced on the open ground. 
For a few moments, the fire continued heavy along the whole line, when 
the e~emy gave way in every direction ; they were pursued until the troops 
lost s1ght of them. 

Some time was lost in finding the direction in which the main body of 
the enemy had retreated. It was at length discovered that they had passed 
to the left. The regular troops, with the mounted Florida volunteers, under 
command of Colonel Warren, and the friendly Indians, were ordered imme­
diately in pursuit, while the Tennessee brigade moved on to support them. 
'J1he regular troops, under Colonel Pierce, in their advance, encountered a 
morass, where the officers were compelled to abandon their horses, and the 
men V)ere, at times, above their waists in mud and water ; and were at least 
an hour advancing three-quarters of a mile. The 2d regiment of Ten­
nessee volunteers, under Colonel Trousdale, en~ountered the same diffi­
culty, and experienced the same delay. 

In the mea11 time, Lieutenant Colonel Brown, with his usual enterprise, 
had discovered a trail to the left, avoiding the morass and passing over dry 
land, through a dense hammock. At the· head of about one hundred and fifty 
friendly Indians, he pressed forward with great intrepidity, and soon found 
himself engaged with a large body of Indmns, strongly posted in a cypress 
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swamp, on the opposite side of a deep and bnggy stream. A severe conflict 
here occurred ; and while the brave Major Mouiac, one of the chiefs of the 
Creek regiment, was advancing to head a charge across the stream, he fell 
and sunk into the water. Our Indians continued to fight against the fear­
ful odds with which they were engaged, until they were reinforced by a 
part of Captain Evans's and Lien tenant Myrick's companies of Florida mili· 
tia, and the Florida mounted men, under command of Colonel 1N arren. 
These troops advanced at once to the attack with the van of the artillery, 
and poured a heavy fire on the enemy. Soon after, the remainder of the 
regular troops, under Colonel Pierce and Major Gardner, and the 2d regi­
ment of Tennessee volunteers, under command of Colonel Trousdale, hav­
ing passed the morass, arrived, and joined in the action. The firing con .. 
tinued heavy for some time, until the enemy was driven from his posi· 
tion and silenced, with the exception of a few guns which were occa· 
sionally fired. Having no guide who could give any account of the stream, 
the practicability of crossing it, even after the enemy had retired, being yet 
unascertained, (while the evening was far advanced,) it was deemed proper 
by the officers in command ttt the stream to return, after carrying off their 
dead and wounded. They were then ordered by me to the open ground in 
the rear, when the killed and wounded were collected. The army then re­
turned to their camp, which they did not reach until about ten o'clock at 
night. The state of our supplies not permitting us to remain longer than 
that day, we spent the last hour we could spare in pursuit of the enemy. 

'rhe loss of the enemy on this occasion cannot be correctly estimated. 
Ten were found dead on the :field where the fight commenced; aud no 
doubt is entertained of their having sustained a severe loss at the creek, 
both from the immense volleys poured in upon them from onr front and 
flank, and from their having abandontd a position so admirably calculated 

. for defence. It is supposed they could not have lost less than fifty killed 
during the day. 

Our loss in killed was the brave Major Moniac, a friendly chief, and two 
Creek Indians: total 3, of the Creek regiment. Of the regular troops, one 
lien tenant, one corporal, and two privates: total regulars, 5. 

The following is the list of our wounded : 
Captain Ross, of the marine corps, who commanded a company in the 

Creek regiment, had his thigh broken while bravely leading his command 
into action ; Captain Maitland, of the artillery, also received a severe wound 
while leading his men to the charge; two sergeants, two corporals, and two 
privates of the regular troops were also wounded. 

Of the Tennessee brigade, private Benjamin Cooper, of Wilson's com· 
pany, was mortally wounded in the last affair. Joseph B. Duncan, of Rob­
erts's company, Alexander Lyons, of Baber's company, and RoLert Hays, of 
Campbell's company, were also wonnded. Total regulars and Tennessee 
volunteers wounded, 16. 

The conduct of all the officers and men engaged during the day was 
marked by the most deliherate courage; and that success was not entirely 
complete in every particular, was owing to the nature of the ground, and 
to the delay which'was caused in passing the morass. Where all behaved 
so well, it is difficult to discriminate. I cannot, however, forbear to men. 
tion the names of Lieutenant Colonel H. Brown, Major Morris:5,* Captains 

*Note appended in pencil-mark5.-We are happy to perceive that this officer is not among 
the killed, as stated in our Saturday's paper. 
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Ross, Maitland, Piercy, and Searle, and Lieuter-mnt Lee, of the artillery, who 
·"Sustained the first unequal combat with the enemy at the disputed passage. 

These were followed and bravely sustained by Colonel 'Varren, Captain 
Evans, and Lieutenant Myrick, of the Florida militia, and by Major Gard­
ner, Captains Tompkins and Porter, of tile artillery, and the otlicers and 
men under their command. Indeed, no higher praise ean be paid to Colo-
11el Pierce, and the regular troops under his command, both officers and men, 
than to say that all behaved with tlteir charactAristic valor; and those who 
were the foremost in the action were precise! y those whom circumstances 
and the nature of the ground favored in their advance. 

'rhe following is the iist of the officers engage1l in the above affairs: 
'l'he Tennesseans were led into action by Colonel Trousdale, Lieuten­

ant Colonel Cahal, (commanding- the 1st regiment in the absence of Colonel 
.Bradford, left in command of the camp:) and Lieutenant Colonel Guild. 
'J1hese were all distinguished for their gallantry and good conduct during 
the day. Besides his active participntion in the affair of driving the enemy 
from the hammock, Colonel ,-rrousdale, with his regiment, joined itt the at­
tack upon the enemy at the disputed passage of the stream with his usual 
spirit and valor. For the names of the company-officers engaged in the af­
fair of the 21st, I refer you to the enclosed list. 

I should do injustice to my own feelings, as well as to the members of my 
staff, were I to overlook them on this occasion. It affords me pleasure to 
say that in every battle they displayed the nlt)St deliberate courage, and in 
every march they were prompt and zealous in the performance of their 

'duty. Colonel Randall, the adjutant and inspector general of the army, 
had mat:y arduous and important duties to perform, in which he always 
displayed great energy and decision, and, by his a<:tivity and intelligence, 
afforded me great service in the field. Colonel Fitzpatrick, as well as Colo­
nels Braden, Downing, and Pntnam, my aids de-camp, and General Read, 
of Florida, (who aeted as my volunteer aid-de-camp on several important 
occasions,) are entitled to my warmest thanks, not only for their gallant 
.conduct in the field, but for their zeal and activity on all occasions. 

'l'he army having been on half rations for ~everal days-a privation to 
'Which they submitted with the greatest cheerfulness, from their an,xiety to 
,contend with the enemy as long as possible, there net having been left; for 
several days, a grain of corn even for the wagou and artillery horses; while 
the grass of the country at this season afforded no adequate snpport to them-­
on the morning of the 22d I felt myself compelled reluctantly to march to 
a depot for supplies; and accordingly t0ok up my Jine of march for this 
place, which we reached on the morning of the fifth day. From the num­
ber of trails saen leading from the Wahoo swamp on the morning of.the 
22d, there is some reason to apprehend that the enemy abandoned that -po­
sition on the night of the 21st, scatte ring into small partiRs to avoid pursui·t. 

Ha.d the nature of our supplies enabled ns to maintain our position a few 
·days longer, the enemy would have been driven frotn ull his l1i~ing·-plaees. 
i \Vith the least possible delny, the troops nnder wy command will be pre­
pared for another expedition: and will take np the line of mareh iu pursuit 
()[the enemy. 

J enclose you, herewith, a sketch of the conntry the scene of our ]ate· 
()perations, the dotted lines on which will designate the routes pursued. by 
the army. Mnch of the interior of this country yet remains unexplored, of 
which no white man has the least knowledge. We have penetrated the 

7 -



[ 278 J 98 

Cove and Wahoo swamp at aJl known accessible points, and have facilitate<f 
to other expeditions the work of dislodging the enemy from this hitherto in­
accessible fastness. No description can do justice to the difficulty of pene. 
trating this region from any point. The map has been prepared by that in­
telligent officer and excellent draughtsmun, Captain Searle, of the Creek 
regiment. . 

It is proper to add, in relation to the movement of the division under 
Colonel Pierce, detached from the Cove, that he completely fulfilled the ob. 
jects of the expedition. After crossing to the south, out of the Cove, by a. 
route hitherto unknown, in which the greatest difficulties were surmounted, 
and after exploring the country in his route, he met with no more import· 
ant incident than routing and dispersing a small party of hostile Indianst 
who escaped into the swamp. He discovered no recent trails leading from 
the Cove to the south, nor any other practicable access to it on that side­
than the very difficult one over which he penetrated. 

In noticing the good conduct of the troops under my command, I ought 
not to omit mentioning some of the friendly Indians, who have given signal 
instances of bravery in battle: among-st them, Paddy Carr, 'I'ustunnuggy­
Ladgo, and John Hopony stand conspicuous. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, yonr obedient servant, 
R. K. CALL, 

'l'o the Hon. SECRETARY OF WAR, 

Washiugton. 

Ge11eral commanding, ~c. 

[Lists referred to in the foregoing letter.] 

List of captains and officers of the Tennessee bri{!ade commanding in the 
battle f!! the 18th of November. 

1st regiment-Wilson's spy company.-Captains Fletcher, Jones, Crouch,. 
Roberts, Lipscombe, Lewis Levy, Morriss, and Donthal. 

2d reginunt.-Captains Cants, Lauderdale, of spy company, Campbell, 
Finley, Battle, McCoin, Bledsoe, Grundy, Chandler, Henry, of Robertson, 
Lewis, of Nesbit, and Davis. 

Li:;t of captains and officers of the Tennessee brigade commanding in the· 
battle of the 21st of 1Vovember. 

1st regiment.-Captains Fletcher, Frierson, Tipps, Crouch, McMahon, 
Gibson, Lipscombe, and Lieutenant McLaurin. 

2d regiment.-Captains Lauderdale, of spy company, Campbell, Finley,. 
·.Bledsoe, McCoin, Battle, Chandler, Grundy, Henry, of Turner, Adjutant 
.Nede, commanding Henry's company, of Robertson, nnd Lieutenant Hud,.. 
::;on, commanding Nesbit's company. 

HEADQUARTERs, VoLUSIA, 

December 2, 1836. 
SIR: Your letter of the 4th instant was delivered to me by Lieutenant 

Johnston , a few miles from this place, on my approach; and I regret ex­
ceedingly that my ill-health, and the many important official duties which 
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have claimed my attention, should have compelled me to del~y my ans\Yer 
until the present time. · · 

I shall ~urrender, most cheerfnlly, to General Jesup the command of the 
army, in which the President has been pleased to supersede me, and have 
given Lieutenant Johnston every facility in my power to find the camp of 
that oiil.cer. 1 must be permitted to say, that I regarded your letter as the 
most extraordinary document 1 ever read. 

It informed me of a rumor which had reached vVashington very un­
favorable to my conduct and military character. lt reminds me of the 
means, and supposed means, I possessed of achieving a victory over the 
enemy; of the unwillingness of the department to credit the rumor, but 
that it had been substautia.lly conjinned by various communications re­
ceived, &c., and further "f5lu.pidated" by the verbal statement of Lieuten­
ant "Mitchell," late of my staff, &c. 

You proceed to state that "no drfini#ve judgment has been formed as 
to the circumstances above referred to ;" and that, although "no definitive 
ju.dgment has been formed as to the occurrences above referred to," you 
are yet instructed by the President to pronounce on me what every one 
must coneei ve to be the deepest censure, and to supersede me in the com­
mand of the army. ,..rhus inflicting the severest penalty and the highest 
disgrace,· in the power of the President to visit upon me, were my guilt 
established by the most incontrovertible testimony. All this is done with­
out waiting to receive my official report, which I am called on to make 
without delay. 

Now, sir, should l be so fortunate as to show, by a plain statement of 
facts, which can be supported by the oaths of hundreds of honorable men, 
that injustice has been done me, can the injury be repaired? May l hope 
for that magnanimity which will acknowledge error, and redress wrong? 

My official report of the incidents of the march to and from the Withla-· 
coochie was made to the late Secretary of War, and forwarded from Fort. 
Drane on the 19th of October last. 1 t was made while suffering UH,det· 

the most severe indisposition, and does not do justice to many of the 
officers under my command, or to myself. But I did not feel culpable for 
any thing that occurred, and therefore made no defence of my conduct. 
Lest it should not have been received by the department, a copy is herewith 
enclosed. Allow me to offer a remark on the evidence on which I have 
been condemneu. As to the "rumor," it is intangible, and I shall say 
·nothing about it; nor are the communications, which you mention as 
having been received, entitled, in my estimation, to higher credit, as they 
must have been destitute of truth. For Lieutenant Mitchell, v:ho seems to 
have " eiucidated" the whole matter, and whom you seem to have con­
sidered as a member of my staff, sent on to \Vashington and Philadelphia 
by me, on business connected with the replenishing of my supplies, I must 
say, if he made such representations, he was truly unfortunate in com­
municating facts. For the want of an ordnance officer, so often complained 
of to the department by the officers in command in Florida, I appointed 1\lr. 
:Mitchell to take charge of the ammunition, in the same order in which my 
staff was annonnced -to the army. He marched with us from Suwanee 
Old.town, and lived in the family of General Armstrong, nntil a few days 
before our return from the \Vithlacoochie to .Fort Drane, when he came 
into the mess with myself and staff. On our arrival at the latter place, he 
applied for perrnission to go to Black creek, which was readily gra.nted, 
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He suggested that he might. be o~ service in procuring and f>rwarding b 
the clothing and blankets, wh1ch I mtended to order the quartermaster at (J 

Black creek to purchase for the friendly Indians, as it had been represented ( 
by thett commander that they were in great want of those articles. 

At Black creek I understood he applied to one of my aids then at that 
place, fo r an order to proceed to Charleston nnd Philadelphia to make those 
purchases. 'rhis was done without my knowledge, and cert~inly very 
contrary to my intention, as I did not wish him to go farther than Black 
creek. He has forwarded no clothing for the Indians, nor has he made 
any report of his proceedings. I have to request that this officer may be 
ordered, wi thout delay, to join his company at Fort Clinch, on the Withla· 
coochie. As to his having been sent by me to replenish my supplies,. the 
statement is erroneous. 'J'he Indians were almost naked, and I felt it .my 
duty to have them clothed, on the requisition of their commander. 

I shall now proceed to answer the complaints or accusations which you 
were instructed by the President to prefer against me, in the order in which 
they are made. And, first, as it regards his "disappointment and surprist" 
that I should hnve commenced the execution of a campaign of so much 
importance, and so long meditated, without first taking effectual measures 
to secure the necessary supplies. When I formed my plan of campaigr., 
which was submitted to the department, Micanopy, but ten miles distant 
from Fort Drane, was held as a military post, and was relied on as one of 
the depots from whence supplies could be drawn for the use of the army 
while engaged in that quarter. Tampa. Bay was another depot already 
established ; and I proposed another near the mouth of the Withlacoochie, 
and one at this place. So soon as I wa~ advised of the time when the 
Tennesseans would leave their cantonment in Alabama for Florida, I sent 
an express to Colonel Crane, commanding the f@rces in East Florida, to 
employ the whole transport train at Black creek in carrying supplies to 
Micanopy. In a few days after this, I learned, with surprise and embarrass­
ment, that Micanopy had been abandoned by that officer. This gave the 
~nemy undisputed possession of the country for forty miles farther north. 
They were bravely met and fought on several occasions by Colonels War. 
ren and Mills, of Florida, and Capt.1in 'rompkins of the United States 
artillery. But tbey were too numerous for our forces, and I had not the 
means of driving them back, and advancing other posts, until I entered the 
country with the Tennessee ~rigade. In pursuance of my plan of cam­
paign, abundant supplies of every kind were deposited at Black creek, and 
steamboats were in readinesR, with which provi~ions and forage could be 
conveyed to this place in twelve hours. Thus, on the eastern margin of 
the peninsula, I was as fully prepared as the nature of the country would 
admit of, and as any general could have been at the opening of a campaign. 
~~ On the western side of the peninsula I had only sufficient force to estab· 
lish a depct at the Suwanee Old.town, where supplies were placed for the 
use of the army when advancing into the enemy's country. At St. Mark's 
ample stores of every kind were deposited ready to be conveyed to the With. 
lacooch ie whenever the army should advance to war and proteet them. 

Befo re th is: it was impossible, with the means which I possessed, to estab­
lish that depot. . 
, On tlJe 19th day of September I marched with the Tennessee brigade 
from 'rnllahassee for Suwanee Old-town, where we arrived on the 24th. 
~efor~ I left Tallahassee, in addition to the supplies at the Old-town, a large 
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brig, loaded with an assorted cargo, had sailed from St. Mark's to the mouth 
of the Suwanee. Other vessels were known to be on their way from New 
Orleans with additional supplies, and the quartermaster was ordered to 
charter a still further number to carry the public stores from St. Mark's to 
the same destination. rrhe steamboat Minerva, calculated, from her draught 
of water, to enter and ascend the Withlacoochie, was chartered on the 17th 
of September to take in a cargo of forage and ammunition from one of Gen­
eral Jesup1s depots on the Ch~ttahoochi~, and proceed to the mouth of the Su­
wanee, where she was by appointment to be on the 24th of September. The 
steamboats sent me by the Government, under the command of naval offi­
cers, were already in the Suwanee river, where I found them on my arrival. 
One of those boats, the Izard, was ordered by Commodore Dallas to return 
to Pensacola; the other two required repairs, and their crews were pros­
trate by disease. I ordered the Izard to remain, and permitted the other two 
(neither of which could enter the vVithlacoochie) to proceed to Pensacola for 
supplies and fresh crews, expecting them to return as soon as possible; but 
they have never yet returned to their station, nor am I informed in what man­
ner they have been employed by Commodore Dallas. On the 29th day of 
September General Read, of Florida, then at Suwanee Old-town, was select. 
ed for his well-established intrepidity of character, his untiring perseverance, 
and his knowledge of the Withlacoochie, to take command of a detachment 
of Florida militia and a small detachment of regular troops daily expected 
from Key West to arrive at the month of the Su\vanee, and with the steam­
~oat Izard and two large barges,(which,ofthemselves, were capable ofcarry­
mg 600 barrels of freight,) to proceed to the mouth of the Suwanee, where, 
it was supposed, he would find the steamboat Minerva and several other 
vessels with supplies, and proceed at once with them all to the mouth of the 
Withlacoochie, (only thirty-fiv~ miles distant,) and to ascend the river with 
the steamboats and barges, and establish a depot at Graham's camp, about 
fifteen or twenty miles above the mouth. 

Thus prepared, on the same day, the 29th of September, the army march­
ed, without a wagon-train, carrying ten days' snpply of provisions on their 
riding and pack-horses, to attack the enemy at Fort Drane, which had been 
for some time abandoned by our troops. 'The night before, an express was 
sent to Major Pierce, at Black creek, advising him of my intended move­
ments, and directing him to advance without delay with his forces and all 
the transport wagons with supplies for the army, relying on the large crops 
of corn known to have been made at General Clinch's and .Mclntosh's 
plantations for forage for our horses. On the 1st day of October the arm}r 
arrived at r~...,ort Drane, and but for the escape of an Indian from a party we 
surprised and destroyed, about ten miles off, who gave intelligence of our 
approach, the whole Mickasuky tribe would have been surprised, and per­
haps destroyed. We were greatly disappointed in finding no corn at either 
tb'e plantation of General Clinch or of Mclntosh: though larg·e crops were 
made, it had all been destroyed by the Indians and cattle, which had free . 
access to the fields. 

·we, however, found an abundance of sugar-cane, on which our horses 
were fed, and on which they were greatly improved. The express sent to 
'Major Pierce did not frotu some cause arrive at Black creek by three day~ 
as early as it should have done; but, expecting my orders to advarice,. his 
wagons were all loaded and in readiness; and in two hours after the arnval 
of the express, though it was late at night, his whole train was in motionh 
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and he joined' me on the evening- of the 8th of October. I reported to the 
department that he brought me seven days' rations for the whole army. 'rbis 
was according to the reports made to me at the time; but the estimate did 
not hold out, and many of the companies received but five days' rations. 
With this supply I resolved to follow the trail of the enemy, in order to 
find his stronghold, in preference to taking the roads made by our armies 
in former marches, and, as a further security against the necessity of being 
compelled to fall back for snpplies in any contingency, I had ordered two 
steamboats and several schooners to be laden with storage and provisions, 
and to sail immediately up the St. John's river, and come to anchor in 
Lake George-, there to await a sigual from me to advance to Volusia, only 
six miles distant. These orders were prmnptly executed : the vessels as­
cended and took their stations, where they remained until they were order­
ed by an express boat to retur-n to Black creek. The army marched on the 
evening of the 9th from Fort Drane ; the trail of the enemy led us to his 
stronghold in the Cove of the vVithlucoochie. vVe arrived at-this point on 
the morning of the 13th ; that day wns spent in attempting to cr0ss the 
river without success. 'l'he next morning, the 14th, the army having less 
than two days' rations to subsist on, it became necessary to march to one of 
the depots for relief. I found the Cove of the "\Vithlacoochie so mnch lower 
down the river than I expected, ~nd consequently so much farther from 
Volusia, that I deemed it impossible for the army: without great distress, to 
reach the latter l?luce, as it would require a march of six or seven days. I 
called a council of war to advise with the officers, and, after hearing my 
views, they were adopted; nnd it was almost unanimously determined that 
we should m<'l.rch to the depot ordered to be established on the Withlacoo­
chie. We accordingly took up the line of march for that place. 

Major Goff; of the Tennessee brigade, was sent with two hundred men 
in advance, to ascertain the situation of the depot ; if he should not find it, 
to fire signal guns with his whole command until he received a response 
from General Head. He advanced to Graham's camp, the place directed 
for the depot; he remained there during the night of the 15th; the signal 
gt~n~ were fired on the evening preceding and on that morning, without re­
ceivmg a reply. 

Despairing of finding the depot, or of hearing from General Read, tht 
country being impassable by laud to the month of the river, and having 
no boat to descend by water, he de1ermined to return, and sent an express 
to meet and inform me of the result of his examination. On the 16th, the 
express met me about noon, ten or twelve miles from the point designated 
for the depot. - The army was immediately halted. General Read had not 
been heard fi·om since the 29th of September; the provisions of the army 
were almost entirely exhausted; relief must be hnd as soon as practicable, 
or extreme suffering was the inevitable consequence. 

The army could not reach Graham's camp, on the Withlacoochie, that 
night. If we advanced farther, and spent two more days without finding 
relief: the consequences must have been fataL In this trying ~itnation 
something must be done, and done quickly. Afterafew moments' consult­
ation with General Armstrong and Major Pierce, I resolved to march to 
Fort Drane, where it was certain we could get beef for the army and sugar­
cane for the horses. In this we were not disappointed. We n~ached Fort 
Drane the night of the 17th; an express was sent to Black creek to forward 
supplies, which met the army and relieved its JJecessities. I trust that I 
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have abundantly shown that, from the ,state of preparation as early as the 
29th of September, I had every reason to expect that the depot ordered to 
be established at Graham's camp, on the vVithlacoochie, would be completed 
by the 16th of October at least. 

Let us now examine the causes which are known positively to have led 
to this disappointment, and to my distressing embarrassments. Before the 
5th day of October, General Read was at the mouth of the Withlacoochie 
with an abundant supply of every thing for the use of the army. He ordered 
the officer commanding the steamboat Izard to carefully examine the en­
trance into the month of the rive r ; then to enter, and ascend to the point 
designated for the depot. In this attempt, the steatUboat, unfortunately, 
through mistake or accident; was thrown across the channel: which being 
narrow, she grounded at the bow and stern at fnll tide; and, when the water 
fell, she broke in two, from the weight of her engine, and sunk. The des· 
tination of the steamboat Minerva -having been changed by General Jesup, 
(certainly with no expectation that it would embarrass my movements in 

· the smallest degree;) who ordered her, as I have been officially informed by 
her enterprising captain, to take at least one trip to the mouth of the Apala­
chicola, with the Creek warriors, before she took in a cargo on the Cbatta­
hoochie f()r the ~Vithlacoochie, she was also ordered by Colonel Lang to 
make a second trip, in which she Wl1S greatly delayed by a fall of the Chatta­
hoochie; and, instead of arriving on the 24th September, according to ap· 
pointment, she did not make ber appearance nntil the 22d day of October. 
In the mean time, General Read, with his usual ellergy and untiring perse­
vemnce: proceeded to fortify a large barge, which he loaded with supplies, 
and was in the act of passing the bar to ascend and establish the depot at 
all hazards, when the Minerva appeared in view. 

On that very day, Geneml Read, aided by that invaluable officer, Colonel 
Wood, a member of my staff, who had taken the temporary command of 
the Minerva for this expedition, sncceeded in ascending the river and estah· 
lishjng the depot, where there h :~ s been an abundant supply of public stores 
ever since. 

Now, sir, permit me to ask, is the accusation just, and can it be supported 
in truth, that I did commence "the exeeution of this important campaign 
without having first taken effectual mea~ures to secure all needful supplies'!'' 
I answer that it is not; and the charge cannot be supported, as it is pro\·en 
by the fact that the Minerva, on th~ first day of her arrival, succeeded in 
establishing the depot. That the ~teamboat Izard should have been lost, 
may be attributed alone to the arrangement of the Government ir! selecting 
naval officers to navigate steamboats in narrow channels and n vers, who 
have been instructed only in navigating ships on the ocean. . . 

Had the Izard been navigated by one skilful from long practiCe m the 
management of steamboats, it is the opinion of General Read that there 
wonld have been no difficulty in ascending the stream. 

It may be asked why I did not make known all these facts in my official 
:report of the 19th of October? I answer, that many of them had not then 
transpired; others were then unknown to me. But, had they all been com· 
municated on that day, they could not have saved me, ns the President was 
pleased to censure and supersede me in command of the army, on rumor, 
without waitino- for my official report. H:wing answered, as I conceive 
Jully, the first g~ound of complaint alleged ngainst me, I proceed to the sec· 
ond charge : " that, after approaching so near the enemy with so large a 
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force, and finding him disposed, apparently, to give me battle, I should have~ 
retired without a more serious attempt to cross the river and drive him from 
his position." In answer to this charge, I say, and will maintain with 
facts, that the passage of the river, with the means I possessed, and within 
the time in which our supplies required it to be done, was a rational impos­
sibility, and could not have been accomplished by General Jackson himself. 

'This fact was fuliy ascertained at the time, and has been further con­
firmed, to the satisfaction of the whole army, on our last visit to the Cove. 

I may not speak of myself, or of my own desire to cross and give battle to . 
the enemy. But I can assure the Pre~ident that the brave ,.rennesseans, 
headed by their gallant leader, were impatient at every moment's delay in 
pursuing the enemy, and that they have never stopped at any barrier, how­
ever forrnidable, which could be overcome by hardy enterprise. When we 
arrived at the river on the morning of the 13th, General Armstrong and 
myself entered the swamp with the ~pies and advanced guard. We had been 
induced to believe the stream was fordable, and that a passage could be 
forced in the presence and under the fire ot the enemy. Under this belief, 
we ·resolved to make the attempt. The spies, through mistake, had pre­
ceded the guides, one of whom was a prisoner captured the evening before. 
A lralt was ordered, to give the guides time to advance to the front and take . 
the trail to the ford. I halted myself in view of the river, which was so 
wide, from its overflowing the banks, that I took it to be one of those lakes 
so frequently found in the swamps of this country. G~neral Armstrong 
advp.nced with the guides to the head of the spies, and approached the sup­
posed ford. 

The guides entered the river; Major Lauderdale, a gallant and veteran 
soldier, was close behind them. General Armstrong, than whom a braver­
man never lived, was the first person in advance, and at the water's edge, 
(the two front horses were already swimming,) when the Indians poured in 
a heavy volley from the opposite side of the river. Our advance retired, for­
tunately without any loss or injury. The fire was returned with great 
spirit by the spies. General Armstrong rejoined me, and reported the river 
to be at least 200 yards wide, swimming from bank to bank, with drift-wood 
passing rapidly down the current. I immediately ordered all the horsemen 
to retire from the swamp: satisfied with the impracticability of swimming the 
stream in the presence of the enemy. After reaching the open ground in 
the rear, Major Gordon most gallantly offered to lead his battalion on foot,. . 
to give a further examination to the river, and to engage the enemy. 

He was authorized to do so; and he and his ~ommand advanced with 
great intrepidity to the bank of the stream, when they received the fire of 
the enemy, which was instantly returned, and continued until they were' 
ordered to retire, having silenced the yells and nearly the firing of the ene­
my. As stated in my official report, the gallant Major Gordon, and three of · 
his brave followers, were wounded in this affair. The report of Major Gor­
don and his officers confirmed the opinion I had at first formed, that the 
passage of the river on horseback was impossible. rrhe next mode of pass­
ing was by the construction of rafts; this was proposed. I have previously­
said that I marched from Snwanee Old town with no other transportation 
than pack-horses: ·hence we brought with us no other tools than a few axes •. 
I Galled on Major Pierc~, who mformed rne that he hnd no others than 

. those reqnired by the pioneers. We had not expected to meet with such a. 
.. ,. ,b(l.nier, and were, therefore, unprepared to overcome it. To construct rafts,/ 
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to land a sufficient number of men to meet a formidable body of Indians,.. 
would have been the work of some time, with the best preparation. With 
us, it could not have been accomplished before the last ounce of provisions, 
in our camp would have been consumed; besides there were no suitable ma­
terials to be found in the neighborhood for the construction of rafts. The· 
pitch pine, it is well known, will sink almost as soon as lead ; and the hard, 
heavy wood of the swamp, except when it is found dead and dry, is but little 
more favorable. I have had more thun one occasion in the south to make the 
experiment, and know that it will not sncct~ed. But admittmg, for the sake 
of argument, that a sufficient number of rafts of the best materials could 
have been constructed in one hour to cross the whole army at a single trip; 
could its passage have been effected, in the presence of the enemy, without­
great slaughter? A raft could not have been carriea over in less than ten 
or fifteen minutes, during which time the men would have been expos'ed to 
the deadly aim of a concealed enemy. It may be said that the rafts might 
have been built, and the men crossed over, at some other point than that 
occupied by the enemy; but the falling of the trees, and sound of the axes 
ip procuring materials to construct the raft, would soon attract the atten­
tion of a vigilant enemy, and he would be pr~pared to meet you wherever­
yon might attempt to cross, unless yon went to some distant place. I as­
sure you, sir, that the passnge of this river at any point is exceedingly diffi­
cult. and almost impossible withont boats. I am aware that the President 
is of opinion that, if we had passed into the Cove, we should have found an 
abundance of corn ; but in this he is entirely mistaken. I examined the 
Cove in person, and am well convinced that there could not hnve been five· 
bushels of corn raised in it, nor was there any appearance of corn having 
been brought to it from any other place; which corroborates the statements 
of all the prisoners, that they made no corn, and were living alone on beef. 
Even this article was generally unfit for use, and we destroyed hundreds of 
cattle which our hungry troops would not use. 

Our subsequent difficulties in crossing the river, after the water had fallen 
four feet, proves it to have been impossible at the time the first attempt was 
made, as we still found it swimming in some places, and in all others deep 
fording; presenting a width of 220 yvxds, bordered on both sides with deep 
cypress swamps. 

I have yet to speak of the stream flowing from the lake into the river,. 
which the detachment of Tenne~see troops, under the command of Lieuten­
ant Colonel Gill, attempted to cross without success on the 13th day of Oc· 
tober. This formed another barrier, and, with the lake on the north and 
the Withlacoochie on the sm1th, constituted a defence equalled only by the 
Cove itself. On our last visit to the With1acoochie, supposing the passage 
into the Cove would be obstinataly defended by the enemy, the Tennessee 
brigade, with its usual gallantry, claimed the honor of for.cing the passage. 

It was awarded to them; but while they were prepanng to advance, a 
report from the friendly Indians, sent to reconnoitre the banks, informed me 
that four of their number had already crossed, and could find no recent sign 
of the enemy. On receiving this intelligence, General Armstrong, Colonel 
rrrousdale, and the other officers present, with the same spirit of chivalry 
which inuuced them to make the request, (knowing it was my wish, in the 
first instance, that the regular troops and Creek warriors should be sent into­
the Cove,) declined the permission granted them, and asked permission to 
seek a new enterprise at the stream flowing from the lake and the towns be-
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yond it, where Lieutenant Colonel Gill and his brave followers had fought 
so gallantly on the 13th of October. Accordingly, then, the Tennessee bri­
.gade was ordered to that point; they approached in the confident expecta­
tion of finding the enemy there strongly posted and in great force. They 
were disappointed; they found no impediment to their march, but the stream 
itself, and the swamps and marshes with which it was bordered on both 
..sides. The water had greatly subsided; but the stream was wide and 
deep, in some places still swimming, the banks boggy, and covered with a 
,dense undergrowth. 

The report of General Armstrong and all the officers of his brigade 
proves the impossibility of crossing when the .attempt was .first made, on 
the 13th of October, and sustains the high character of Colonel Gill for his 
bearing and good conduct on that day. I have already, in my official re­
port of the 27th ultimo, mentioned the destruction of the towns beyond this 
stream by the regiment under the command of Colonel Trousdo:~le, accom­
panied by Major Barry, the aid of General Armstrong, who gallantly volun­
teered his services on this occasion. I trust, sir, that the difficulties which 
presented themselves in the passage of the river, the want of means to over­
-come them, and the necessity which required that the army shon1d march 
immediately to a depot for supplies, show :sufficient a.Hd abundant reasons 
why I did not cross the river and drive the enemy from his position. When 
I marched from the camp opposite the Cove, my route was down the biimks 
of the Withlacoochie, merely avoiding its swamps, which were impassable. 
I had, as I have shown, a right confidently to believe I should .find supplies 
in a march of thirty-five or forty miles. I expected to cross one-half of the ar· 
my in boats at that point7 and, in a few days, march up on both sides and attack 
the enemy. rrhe idea of a "retrograde" movement had never been con­
ceived by me, or any officer of rny command. I thought it best fo march 
this short distance on the line of the enemy's barrier, to a point where the 
pressing w~cessities of the army could be supplied, when a portion of it 
1night be crossed over the river, with its baggage, without difficulty; and 
from whence the whole force could arrive at the Cove in .five days, and 
attack and rout the emenv. I deemed this more judicious than to exhaust 
the last remnant of our stipplies in a fruitless effort to cross the river, which, 
in our situation, was believed to be impossible. 

Yet this charge of making retrograde movements has been made by the 
Depnrtment of War, sustained by the high authority of the President of 
the United States, and constitutes the first sentence in the order to General 
Jesup hy which I am superseded. All this is done on "rumor," and before 
:a "definitive" judgment has been formed of my conduct. I believe the expla­
nation I have given, and the proofs I am prepared to offer, will not only 
acquit, but justify me in the Qpinions of all unprejudiced men. But the 
judge who condemns the prisoner on "rumor" unproved, and causes him 
to be executed before a" definitive'' judgment is formed of his guilt, will sel­
dom admit, on any testimony, however conclusive, that this unhappy man 
died innocent. 

That I did not meet with supplies on the Withlacoochie, according to 
.my expectations, I have and still consider one of the greatest misfortunes 
which could have befallen me, and has been a source of the deepest morti­
fication. 

But it was from no £·mlt of mine, for I had prepared all the necessary 
•means to insure success; and, but for the circumstances which I have 
mentioned, which conld not be anticipated by any one, the depot would 
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hn.ve been established before the 5th of October. \Vhen, however, I failed in 
all these well grounded expectations, what was next to be done? Should 
the army perish in the wilderness, or should it march in pursuit of food? 
I preferred the latter, and it was done. 

11 he several complaints which you have mentioned against me, when 
taken collectively, amount to the charge of having made a retrograde move­
ment before tile enemy. rrhis charge will be repelled by the united voice 
<>f the whole army which I httve the honor to command, and I am prepared 
to m~et it in such a manner as will satisfy my friends and conn!ry of the 
injustice which has been done me. 

The apprehensions of the President for the safety of the frontier, sup­
posed to have been exposed by what you have been pleased to denominate 
my "retrograde movements," were entirely unnecessary, and must have 
arisen from his want of inforrnation of my position at Fort Drane, and of 
1he fact that the l.:tst ~cout of the enemy had been destroyed or driven across 
the Withlacoocbie. 

Since writing the above, I hnve the satisfaction to inform yon that Major 
General Jesup has arrived at my camp, and that on this day (4th December) 
I shalt surrender to him the command of the army in Florida. Feeling a 
deep interest in the prompt and successful termination of this troublesome 
war, I am highly gratified at being relieved in command by an officer of 
such distinguished merit. But I owe it to him, as my successo-r, to say that 
he may, and most probably will, meet with embarrassments and delays in 
the execution of his high trust, which have not and cannot be anticipated 
by the Government. He will find, as others have done, that the transporta­
tion of snpplies into the interior, even now, when all the depots are estab­
lished and well fnrnished, will be attended with the most serious embar­
rassment; and that to keep an arrr1y constantly acting against the enemy, 
another force of equal size should be employed in constructing and gar­
risoning posts, and in protecting the transport train in its passage. Believ­
ing, sir, that I have snstained the deepest injury, and that I have been 
visited with the greatest injustice by the orders of the President, communi­
cated in your letter of the 4th ultimo, I must avail myself of the common 
privilege of demanding an investigation of my conduct. I have, therefore, 
respectfully to suggest that a court of inquiry may be ordered to assemble, 
to inquire into and report on all the official improprieties with which I am 
charged. In making this request, I have no right, perhaps, to offer a sug­
gestion with regard to the time or place when and where the conrt should 
assemble. Bnt it is a dnty I owe myself to inform the department, that, by 
the fatigue and exposure I have encountered in the prosecution of this 
campaign, during a continued stage of enfeebled health, I have contracted 
a disease of the lungs, which \vonld cause a visit to the north during the 
winter months to be attended with the most fatal consequences. It would, 
therefore, be to me a matter of vital importance that some other time or 
place should be selected. 

So goon as I shaH have passed this ordeal, I shall, with great pleasure, 
tender to the President of the United States my resignation as Governor of 
the Territory of Florida. 

I have the honor to be, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. K. CALL, 

Hon. B. F. BuTLER, 

Gen_eral, conunanding. 

Acting /Secretary of War, Washington. 
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HEADQUARTERS, VoLUSIA, 

December 6, 1836. 
S1 R : I regret exceedingly that T should be under the necessity of address-· 

ing the department again on a subject which may not be agreeable; and, in 
doing so, I hope I shall not be considered as offering the least disrespect to 
you, as nothing could_ be more foreign from my intentions. But when there 
is awarded censure ngainst me, in any of the departments of the Govern­
ment, I hold that I have a right (which cannot with propriety be denied me) 
of ph!cing on the same record my explanation, or justification. 

I therefore deem it a duty which I owe myself to address you, in reply to 
a letter I have received: dated October 7, and signed C. A. Harris, acting 
Secretary of \Var. That this letter was dictated, if not written, by the late 
Secretary, no one acquainted with the circumstances will donut for a single 
moment; and it is most manifest that he retired from office on the 6th, making 
a clerk of his office a catspaw to sign the letter on the 7th of October. How 
far such a course is justifiable, I am content that others shonld express an 
opinion ; I intend only a vindication of my own conduct, and shall mention 
that of others only when it becomes necessary. 

The letter of the 7th of October is in reply to a remark contained in a 
letter of mine to General Jesup. He had inquired whether the necessary 
measures had been adopted, to prevent the intercourse between the Indians. 
of Florida and Spanish fishermen and traders. I expressed my apprehcn­
siom~ that they had not-I had good reasons for this belief-although I had 
called the attention of the department to this subject soon aftEr I came into· 
office. · 
~Some time in August I received a report from an officer, commanding one 
of the transport vessels in the service, informing me that a large Spanish 
sloop had been seen, sailing direct from the coast of Florida, steering jn the: 
direction of the island of Cuba; that it was believed she had been traffick· 
ing with the Indians ; and that there had been no revenue-cutter on that 
part of the coast for a length of time. 

I enclosed to the late Secretary a copy of this report, accompanied with 
a copy of my correspondence with Commodore Dallas on the ~ubject of 
guarding the coast. I referred him to the letters of the Commodore, as evi­
dence of his unwillingness to adopt my sugcrestions, or to correspond with 
me ?n the subject, arising, perhaps, from an °apprebension on his part_ that 
I wished to assume command over him, when my letters, a~ I conceived,. 
furnished not the least ground fnr such a belief. I mentioned all this to the 
late Secretary, and said to him that, if he would place t\vo of the revenue-­
cutters at my command, I would be answerable for all i•1tercourse which 
might take place between the Indians of Florida and Spanish traJers. 

It was in reference to these facts I said, in my letter to General Jesup, 
when speaking of the conduct of the late Secretary, instead" of acting with­
the promptness and energy which ,the importance of the case required,': he 
referred me back to Commodore Dallas, (whom he again informed me had 
been ~rdered to co-operate with me,) and suggested that I might use, for 
gnardmg the coast, one of the steamboats furnished me by the Government, 
which I termed "crazy steamboats" in my letter to General Jesup. 

Now, sir, with more cunning and address than fairness or propriety, the 
whole ground is changed. 

After saying my remarks are "deemed indecorous: improper, and unjust,"' 
the letter of the 7th of October proceeds to say, what every body knows,. 
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thnt the War Department has no control over naval operations; and all it 
can do is to ~ring the subject before the proper branch of the Executive, 
and suggest the 11 propriety of the appropriate measnres ;" that this had 
always been done " with the promptness and energy which the case has de­
manded, and that your (my) assumption to the contrary is entirely grol,lnd­
less." 

Every man of common understanding will see that this is an evasive 
quibble, not very creditable to the inventor. I had shown the necessity of 
:guarding the coast; I had asked for the direction of two of the revenue­
-cutters for that purpose: in reply, the late Secretary informed me that the 
(!Utters were under the command of Commodore Dallas; that it was a del­
icate matter to ask the Navy Department to have those I asked for placed 
under my command ; and advised me to write to Commodore Dallas on the 
.subject, when the copy of my correspondence with that ott1cer was then 
before bis eyes, and, if he read it, must have shown him that such an ap­
plication was not the appropriate remedy. 

:Now, sir, did he apply to the Navy Department to have the cutters placed 
under my direction, 0r to have them otherwise so employed as to guard the 
coast effectually? If he did not, then my statement, that he did not act 
with the promptness and energy which the occasion required, was strictly 
true ; and 1 might with propriety, in answer to the allegation of hn. ving 
made a "groundless" statement, retort by the application of a muc.h stronger 
term. 

If he did make the application to the Navy Department, (whic.h it is said 
in the letter of the 7th of October he never failed to do,) still my statement 
was not "groundless;" because when he informed me that it was a delicate 
matter to make such a request, and advised me to write again to Commodore 
Dallas, I certainly had a right to believe he would not make the n.prlication 
to the Navy Department, or give himself any further trouble on the subject. 
This charge, therefore, is fnlly answeretl. But, sir, one word with regard 
to the revenue cutters, which I was informed were placed under the com­
mand of Commodore Dallas to guard the coast of Florida. vVhere have 
they been employed? How does it happen that one of them, the Dallas, 
..(according to the public prints,) has been lost on the bar of Tampieo? VVby 
·was she from her station? And why was she on the Spanish main'! 

Again : I am charged in the same letter, and in the same cautions man~ 
.ner, with making another statement, "equally groundless," "respecting the 

-·erazy steamboats." I said, in my letter to General Jesup, that the late Sec . 
. retary had suggested the employment, as a guard for the coast, of one of 
:the crazy steamboats furnished me by the Government. The term "crazy" 
"\vas introduced by myself; it was not usEd as a quotation from tbe Scc­
:retary's letter, as every man of common sense would readily perceive at a 
glance. I represented them on the report of the otiicers who comm<uld2d 
them, and who represented them as being dangerous in mnning frotn one 
port to another, along the coast, even in the most favorable we~tther. He, 
however, suys that he "tlid not expect me to send a cra~y one/' \iVllen all 
were crazy, how could I do otherwise, if I sent either of them? 

It is said that the suggestion was made from opiuions formed 011 my com. 
nmnications. I will not, in the courteous language of the dt'partment, say 
this statement is entirely "{!roundless ;" but no communications of ruiue 
will justify the assertion. 'l'o avoid the dilemma, it is said I might have 
chartered or purchased a steambont for the service. In answer to this, I say 
(hat no steamboat whatever would answer the purpose. But, while the 
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whole West India squadron lay at anchor in the bay of Pensacola, is it pos­
sible that it could have been the intention of the Government that I should 
either purchase or charter a steamboat to guard the coast-a service for 
which it was entirely inadequate ; and that this intention should have been 
expressed in the suggestion that I might use one of the steamboats already 
furnished by the Government? , 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Hon. B. F. BuTLER, 

R. K. CALL, 
General, conunanding tlte army of Florida. 

Acting Secretary of J!Var, rVashington. 

JAcKSONVILLE, December 16, 1836. 
SIR: In my Jast, from Volusia, I informed you that I should, on that day1 

(the 5th instant,) deliver the command of the army to General Jesup, in 
obedience to the orders of the President of the United States. He did not 
assume the command until the morning of the Sth, although I tendered it 
to him in fifteen minutes after his arrival at my camp, on the evening of 
the 4th instant, and was at all times ready to deliver it to him, until the 
transfer of authority actually took place. I mention these facts, as I will 
not consent to be charged with one moment of the time after the arrival of 
General Jesup at Volusia; though I intend no reflection whatever upon him, 
as he deserves none. In obedience to your orders, I re-established the post 
at Volusia, and made it a permanent depot, which I should not otherwise 
have done, as I found it, on examination, not only out of position, but ex­
ceedingly difficult of access both by land and water. 

Permit me to ask, sir, if there was not a topographical report made of 
this place, and the approaches to it, by the engineers who accompanied 
General Eustis 'J and, if there was, why the department did not furnish me 
with a copy of that report, when I informed the Government, as early as 
July last, of my intention to establish a depot at Volnsia 'J 

I ar.n, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. R. K, CALL, 

Governor of Florida. 
The Hon. B. F. BuTLER, 

Acting Secretary of War. 

ToPoGRAPHICAL .BuREAu, 
Washington, January 12, 1837. 

F> SIR: In reply to that part of the Jetter of General Call, in which he 
speaks of a topographical report of a part of Floridil, (referring particularly 
to the approaches to, and military character of, the position of Volusia,) I 
have. the honor to state, that no report of that character, of that or any other 
part of Florida, has ever been received at this office. 

Very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
----. 

Hon. B. F. BuTLER, 

Secretary of W ~! ad interim. 
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JACKSONVILLE, December 20, 1836. 
SIR: Before I close my correspondence with the department on military­

subjects, I feel it my duty to lodge a complaint against Lieutenant L' Engle,. 
the quartermaster at Charleston, for conduct which, in my opinion, deserves. 
the most ~xemplary punishment. So soon as I was informed of the time 
when the 'l..,ennessee brigade would march from Alabama to Florida, I 
wrote to Lieutenant L'Engle to ship to this place, without delay, 75~000 
rations, and a large quantity of forage, to be transported in vessels calcu­
lated to ascend the river to Volusia. I informed him, at the sanie time, that 
the army wonld depend on those supplies, and that they would be required 
in a very short time. My letter was mailed at Tallahassee on the 3d day 
of September. The mail passes in five days from the latter place to 
Charleston, and my letter should have been received on the 8th of Septem­
ber. I did not leave Tallahassee until the 19th of September, and yet I 
received no answer from him; nor have I since done so. I instructed 
Colonel Crane to write him on the subject; but never have been enabled 
to obtain any ackncnvleugment of the receipt of my letter; nor were any 
of the supplies, so far as I can learn, forwarded agreeably to my order. 1 
have proof, however, that my letter was received by Lieutenant L'Engle,.. 
for, among- other things, I ordered him to furnish four barges of a certain 
description to ascend the St. John's to its highest point of navigation, in 
case the Indians should retreat to the south. 'l"he quartermaster at Savan. 
nah by some means (and I know of none other than my letter to Mr ~ 
L'Engle) became acquainted with my wishes, and had barges built. They 
have been sent to Volusia, where they have performed much valuable ser­
vice. Mr. L'Engle, I understand, is one of those officers (and, I pr~sume, 
you are apprized there were many) who were unwilling to acknowledge my 
authority to command them, and were determined to throw every embar­
rassment in my way. 

But for the faithful and prompt attention of other officers of the Quarter­
master's Department, the army under my command would have suffered 
much from the delinquency of Mr. L'Engle. I hope, sir, that such con­
duct as this will not be permitted to pass unpunished. Had he been within 
the limits of my command, I should have taken the most prompt measures 
for this purpose. . 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Hon. B. F. BuTLER, 

Acting Secretary of War. 

:R. K. CALL, 
Governor of Florida~ 

·JACKSONVILLE, December 20, 1836. 
SIR: In the last annual message of the President of the United States, I 

find the following remark: " The result of the first movements made by the 
forces under the direction of Governor Call, in October last, as detailed in. 
the accompanying papers, excited much surprise and disappointment.'' 

Not having been informed by you of the autr>Iors, or the nature of the· 
"communications" mentioned in your letter of reproach, dated on the 4th of 
November, o\ throngh any source, of the character of the "papers" which. 
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excited so much the "surprise and disappointment" of the President of the 
United States, I have respectfnlly to request that I may be furnished with a 
copy of those "papers," which appear to have beert sufficiently important to 
lay before Congress, and this, too, before I ha\'e been informed of their con­
tents, or had an opportunity of replying to them; thus forestalling public 
opinion, and impressing it with a belief of my having committed great 
official improprieties, even before (according to your own statements, made 
evidently under the sanction of the highest authority) the President and 
yonrself had formed a "definitive judgment of rrny conduct.'' 

'rhe President further remarks, that a "full explanation had been re­
quired of the causes which ha,d led to this failure." Now, sir, in common 
justice, I have a right t<I> expect tha.t my letter, in answer to yours of the 
4th No\rember, which contains the explan.::.tions required, will aJ.so be laid 
before Congress. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. K. CALL. 

Hon. B. F. BuTI .. ER, 

Acting 8ecretary of U'ar. 

'rALLAHASSEE, January 5, 1837. 

Stn: On the 27th of November and 2d of December lnst, I had.rthe 
honor to address you. The first letter contained my official report of the 
battles of the 17th, 18th, and 21st of November; and the second was -my 
reply to your letter of the 4th of November, superseding me in the command 
of the army, and, among other things, calling on me for a full report of the 
,cJ.uses which induced me to retire to Fort Drane and Black creek, for ~up· 
plies, in October last. No acknowledgment of the receipt of my letters hav .. 
ing come to hnnd, I have respectfully to inquire whether they have, or not, 
been received at your department ; on being- advised by you that they have 
not been received, duplicates shall be irnmediately forwarded. 

It is natural that I should feel some cmiosity to know whether the ~ourt 
<Of inquiry, which I have requested, \viti be granted me, or no~; and I hope 
no unnecessary d~lay will take place in giving me this information. 

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant) 
R. K. CALL. 

Hon. B. F. Bu'l'LER, 

Acting Secretary of War. 

TALLAHASSEE, F ebruary 20, 1837 ... 
SrR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your several letters 

~f tbe 30th December and the 14th Jan nary. 
My answer to the first has been delayed under the expectation that each 

succeeding mail would briug me the second, so long promised and so anxi-
ously expected. · 

Your letter of the 30th December contains little else than copious ex­
trac1s from that of the 4th of November, and of mine in reply, written on 
the 2d of December; the object of which is to show that I had done injus­
tice to Lieutenant Mitchell, mentioned and referred to as authority in your 
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letter of the 4th November, superseding me in command of the army. I 
am not so tenacious of my claims to infallibility as not to acknowledge 
mv error when made sensible that one has been committed. 

·I met with this officer on his retnrn from \:Vashington, and called on him 
very promr,tly to know what matters he had ''elucidated" to my prPjndice 
in his "verbal statements" made to the President and yourself. He satis­
fied me so conclusively, by the frankness of his manner, and direct answer 
to my inqniries, that I bad done him injustice in my letter of the 2d Decem­
ber, that l voluntarily, and without a moment's hesitation, gave him a letter 
acknowledging the injnry, and expressing my regret that it should have 
been doue. 

In your letter of the 30th December, you obsflrve that that part of it 
which relates to Li (~ utenant Mitchell will be sent to him, and that it is not 
doubted that I will take plea~ure in extending to him c: the l1ke justice" 
which I invoke for myself. In this, sir, you have not mistaken my disposi­
tion. I ask no other justice, on auy occasion, than that which I readily 
a. ward to others. And I regret exceeding! y to find that I am rnistaken in 
the hope I had entertainc:d that tbe " like justice" won ld be done to me, 
which I so cordially and cheerfully administered to Lieutenant Mitchell. 
'I'be injustice, however, I have done to that offic:er, was prodnced entirely 
by the remarks contained in your letter of the tlth of November. You ob­
serve, that on a more careful perusal of that letter I will fJn(l that you did 
not infCmn me that Li e ut~~nant Mitchell had "elucidated" auy rumor lll1-

favorable to my conduct or mi l:;,_n y cht.ractcr; that the observvtio 1 is, that 
certain events, in respeet to which ample details had been furnished by the 
mails recei Vt!d at Washington prior to the 4th of Novemher, had been 
further elucidated by the verbal statements of that officer. Now, sir, yoa 
must permit llle to say thnt I do not find this to be either the language or 
the meaning of your letter of the Llth of November. In that letter, after 
mentioni11g the rumor which had reached \Vashington of my rnnreh to the 
Withla.coochie, and bark to Fort Drane, am! referring to the statements 
contained in my letter of the lOth of October: the observation is, "It was 
confidently hoped that this rumor woold prove erroneous. It was, bow­
ever, substantially confirmed by various communications received during 
the early part of the present week, w·hi~h also gave us the additional intelli:. 
gence that Colonel I_jane, with the regulars and friendly Indians under hi3 
command, after marching from 'I'ampa Bay to the \Vithlacoochie, had also 
returned to J~...,ort Draue ; that the Tennessee brigade, having sustained a 
serions loss in horses: and being destitute of forage, bacl been moved to 
Black creek; and that, in conseqnence of these untoward events, and for 
the want of horses, transportation, and supplies, your operations are likely 
to be suspended for several weeks. The mails since, though tht~Y have not 
hronght us any communication from yourselt~ have fumished ample details 
of aU these l'vents, which have been still further elucidated by the verbal 
statements of Lieutenant Mitchell," &c. This is your language, sir; you 
speak not of certain events, but of all these events j you give a connected 
narrative of events, and observe that they have all been elucidated by Lieu­
tenant Mitchell. 'ro what events do you allude? \Vas not my retiring tel 
Fort Drane one of them? Did you not learn this event from rumor, as 
well as from the communications received, &c.'? And when you say, ':all 
these events havP. been further elncidated by the verbal statements of LililU· 

tenant Mitchell," am I to understand that you mean "certain event:;" less 
8 
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than "all :t'' and that yon are now at liberty to conclude any one of them, 
to sustain the propriety of your conduct, and to prove that I am wrong? 
What may have been your intention, I will not pretend to say; hut the 
terms in which you have expressed yourself; tn my mind convey the idea 
that Lieutenant Mitchell ': elncidated" alL the unfavorable circumstances 
which you mention, to my prejudice. I have conceived it due to myself to 
say thus much in reply to your letter of the :30th December. I will now 
take notice of some of the statements contained in that of the 1 4tb ultimo. 
'rhis letter, sir, is not only diplomatic, but it is truly characteristic of the 
high professional reputation you enjoy. lt is much more compatible with 
the character of the dexterous special-pleader, who seeks) luy professional 
skill, to evade a truth he is not prepared to meet, than it is with that of the 
War Minister of a great and eniightened nation. You hnve prt>sented an 
elaborate argument to justify the course you have pursncd towards m)selfj 
and while you palliate, you have repeated the charges contained against 
me in your letter of the 4th of November. After speaking of the tone of 
my letter, and the feelings which I have manifested, you say that I have 
more than once exp1:essed dou0ts as to the willingness of either yourself or 
the President to repair, even after the clearest demonstration, the wrong 
you may have committed. I most dreply regret, sir, to find from your last 
letter that my apprehensions on that subject were uot entirely unfounded; 
Jor while you are compelled, uy the force of circumstances, and the facts 
disclosed in the course of my explnnation: to give me a partial and 
faint acquittal of the charges contained in your letter of the 4th of No­
vember, you endeavor to sustain yonr own proprif'ty by a rene\val of 
most of those charges, though, in doing so, I tear, sir, you have been 
Jess accurate thau ust1al in some of the statements yon have made in 
justification of yonrself and to my prejudice. This, l am willing to be­
lieve, has arisen from inadvertency, and not from design; for if yon had 
perceived them yourself, you could scarcely imagine that I would per­
mit them to pnss tmnoticed. After stating the object of your letter of the 
4th of November, yon observe that the "propriety of the call for explana­
tion must be determined by the circumstances known to the department 
nt the time: these were briefly communicated in my letter," &c. Yon theu 
proceed to speak of the evidence in :mpport of tlwse circumstances, and of 
my objection to that evidence ; and add, ':a Etill further, and, if it were 
needed, a more decisive answer, is to be found in the fact, that~ of tbe va· 
rious commnnications stated in my letter, there is not one which is not sub­
stantially admitted in your communication of the 2d ultin1o: or in the en­
closed copy of your still missing despatch of the 19th of October." \Vhat 
were the prominent circumstances in your letter of the 4th of November: all 
of which yon now say nre substantially adrnitred by me'! The iirst wns, 
that I had commcuced the campaign without first having- taken effectual 
measures to secure the needful supplies, &c.; the second was, that I bad 
retired from the \ Vitblacoochie without makiug a more !'crions attempt to 
cross the river and drive the enemy from his position ; and the third is. that, 
by retiring, I bad exposed the frontier to the invasion of the (~nctny. 'rhese 
are the only c: CJrCII!IlStn.nces" I discussed in my letter of the 2d of Decem· 
-ber ; and I nm sure, on more "deliberate" examination of my letter, though 
you held it so long unanswered, you will not say that I substantially ad­
mitted either of them, directly or indirectly; on the contrary, yon must, it1 

the candor which you profess; say that they are all expressly and most posi· 
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tively denied. But, sir, I choose that my letter shall speak fm itself. To 
the first "circumstance," I made the following remark: " Js the accusation 
just, or can it be sustained in truth, that I did commence the execution of 
this important campaign without first taking effectual measures to secure 
all needful supplies?" I answer) that it is not; and that the charge cannot be. 
supported. In nnswer to the second charge, 1 said that I wonld "maintain~ 
with fncts, that the passage of the river, \vith the means I possessed, and 
within the time in which our supplies required it te be done: \\Tas a natural 
impossibility." The peculiar phraseology in which this "circumstance" is 
expressed, does not allow of either an admission or a denial. But, under­
standing it to mean that I did not make a sufficient attempt to cross the. 
river, I have denied the practicability, and endeavored to prove it by a nar­
·ration of facts, which, I still believe, will be sufficient with all those wh() 
are not biassed in favor of a contrary belief by the interest they may feel in 
sustaining the correctness of their own proceeding. In answer to 1 be third 
"circumstance," that I had, by retiring, exposed the frontier to invasion. 
from the enemy, I observed, "the apprehensions of the President for the 
safety of the frontier, supposed to have been exposed by what you have 
been pleased to denominate my' retrograde movements,' was entirely nnne­
cessary, and must have arisen from his want of information of the position. 
I held at 1-<,ort Drane, and of the fact that the last scout of the enemy had 
either been destroyed or driven across the Withlncoochie." These are my­
answers to the prominent circumstances detailed in your letter of the 4th 
of ~overnber, which constitute the whole ground of complaint agait:st me. 
Surery, sir, you will not persist in the assertion that they are admissions of 
the trnth of the ''circumstances" to which they relate, although yon have 
said, in your Jetter of the 14th ultimo, that, of the various circumstances 
stated in your letter of the 4th of November, there is not one which has 
not been substantially admitted. ~rhe only "circumstances" detailcu irt 
your letter of the 4th of November, which are admitted, either in my 
official report of the 19th of October, or in my letter of the 2d of Decem· 
ber, are my ill health, and the want of supplies for the army. But, sir, does 
the want of supplies prove that the necessary means had not been taken to 
obtain them? If so, it is only necessary to show that an army has been in 
want, to convict the general in C(Jmmand of an error fatal to his reputation, 
no matter with what success he might afterwards prosecute the campaign. I 
have shown, in my letter of the 2d- of December, that the wants of the -army 
which I had the honor to comm~nd were owing to my disnppointment in. 
not finding supplies at Graham's camp, where I had ordered them to be 
placed; and I have shown that I had taken efficient and competent mea­
stues to have them conveyed to that point. 'rhe last fact I consider is fully­
admitted in the following- langnage in which you have expressed yourself: 
"The various facts detailed in your report, in respect to the measures taken­
by you to secure the necessary supplies, whilst operating on the Withlacoo­
chie, have been maturely weighed by the President and the department; 
we concur with yotrin thinking that you had good reason to expect, when 
you marched from Fort Drane, on the 9th of October, that the depot pre­
viously ord-ered to be established by General Read at Graham's camp . 
would be completed by at least the 16th of October; and we are, also, satis· 
fied that the causes wbich prevented the establishment o( that particular 
depot, at that time, are by no means to be impnted to any act or om_ission 
of yours." Now, sir, when it is fully shown that the want of suppl:cs fot: 
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1ne army under my command arose entirely from the fi1ilure to establish· 
this depot at the time it was required to be done, one might have supposed · 
that I would have bern conmletely acquitted of the charge of having com­
menced the campai~u wit!wut having first taken effectual measures to pro­
eu11e the needful s11pplies, and that no error would have been imputed to· 
me for having marchLd to that point for subsisteuce at the time I did. But 
110, sir; this could uot be done : hy acquitting me of this charge, your con­
vicrion of tho injt1stice of which 1 complained was the natural resnlt~ . 
~rhis n1nst be averted, even at the expense of committing an irreconcilable · 
]neonsbtency; and. on tbios :::uhject, yon therefore add, "But it is dne to 
cnndor, nud it is ct~lled for by the tecul£ar language of your letter, to say, 
that it yet remains to be regretted that yon should have marched from Fort 
Drane with so scanty n supply ol provisions, before you had ascertained 
that the projected d •. ~pot---a depot so iildispensable to the snccess of your 
movenwn ts--hnd been actually established.'7 You then speak of my d i rec­
tions to Geueral Read, ns involving several distinct measures which might 
fail, from accidents beyond his control, and observe," There srems, therefore,. 
to have been a wnnt of due cautioll in moving to a position wlwre you 
would be thrown on him for the snbsistence of your forces, withont first 
knowing that his supplies would certainly be accessible.n lt is admitted 
tbat Iliad ':g-ood reason tn expect" that the depot would have been estab­
lished nt least by the llith of October; and yet I am eharged with having 
betri1yed a waut of due cant ion, and an "error of judgment is impnted to · 
me" for having marched to tbat depot tor supplies. Men are generally sup­
posed to be g·overned by reason ; and when it i~ admiHed that one has good 
ensou to believe or to do any thing, it seems inappropriate to say that 

there was error of jud2;ment in believing or doing that which was dictated 
by "'g0od reason." '- ._ '-

' I cannot furt.enr, sir, to offer a renmrk on the unfc'lirness (if you will par- ­
don the expressiou) with which you have stated every proposition discussed 
in ,yonr lt'trer of the 30th ultimo. l11 spPaking of my ans\ver to the com­
plHillt alleged against me for retiring from the Withlacoochie, you say: · 
'".'T'he COJ1cln~ions of the President aud the department on this part of the -­
cast', if not so favowble us yo11 desire, are yet sufficiently so to exempt your­
,se]f <tlld the nrmy uudcr your commnnd from the imputatio11s which you 
supp.ose to be ii!lplied in tl1e call f{)r exrlauation." In a preceding part of 
thnt let:er, :you labored most llllllt'Cessnrily to prove that the call for exp>lana­
tiou was proper; n11d one of the proofs on which you rely is the fact of my 
hnvilig comJ'Iied \Vith the call. 'n1is is a strange deduction to be drawtl 
fr-om ~nell a fuet: but \vhy J1rove that which was never denied'] The pro­
pFitlty of tbnt cail was not the matter jn issnc between us; but the jnstice 
()r ti11justice of the ceusure so forcibly implied in the expression of the Presi­
dent's di~;·iprointment and surprise at my retiring from the \Vithlncoochie, 
~1 ith so strong ::t force: \Vithont a more serious attempt to cross the river, _ 
i!~d drive tlie enemy from his position. You cannot be in douht, sir, on 
this point; and yet you speak of tlte a imputations" which I supposed "to 
l}C implied in the call for explanation." It is much easier, I will admit, to 
prove a proposition wltieh is not de11ied, than it is to sustain an unjust ac­
cusation, even by the fictitious and nnreal i~tcts which yon have stated for · 
·1hat purpose. After the very faiut und uusatisfactory acquiwtl given in the 
·Just quotation from your letter, you proceed to say: "At the same time, it 
j s my duty to remind you that 1the passage of the Withlaccochie was effected 
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"on the 16th of October (only a day or two after you abm1doned the attempt) 
·by Colonel Lane, with the regulars and Indiaus under his command, p,t a 
..rplace about th1·ee miles from your encampment. It was also accomplished 
on the 13th of November, by your own army. Tlwse facts prlwe that the 
difficulties of the passage, thongh at all titTles, doubtless, vc;ry: great, were 
not insuperable." Now, sir, let us examine these f~tets: and, in doing sa, 
permit me to say that the first, on which you reply wilh such impiicit con-

. fidence, is entirely destitute of truth ; and if it ever had even an ideal exist­
ence, it must have been in the imagination of some willing witness for my 
con viet ion of impropriety. Colonel Lane crossed the Withlacoochie at the 

·shoals, twenty-five or thirty miles below my camp-at otie of the most favor­
able crossing- place~ known on the river, and not very far from Graham's 

:' camp, where I nmrched in the hope of finding Hlpplies. His passage was 
not opposed by the enemy; and although his force was peculiarly calcu­
lated to accomplish this object, (heing all Indians, accustomed to swim at 
all times, with the exception of 100 men,) it required a whole day to effect 
·the crossing: and had his passage been disputed by the enemy, notwith­
,standing his advantages, it would not have been accomplishrd. The want 
<>f. truth in the first fiiet on which yon rely must render it unavailable for 

··the purpose for which it was intended; the sccoud, that of the army under 
my command having crossed the river on the 13th of November, does not 
prove, by any means, that the passage at the same plnce tln the l3Lh of 

·October was practicable. You will permit me to remind you, as yo!1 seem 
to have overlooked, forgotten, or disregarded the d.ifference of circn rnstnnces 
which attended the passage at the different times above meutioned, that they 

.were particularly stated in my letter of the 2d of Dccemher, and cannot fail 
to make an impression on the mind of any one who will nttend to them. 
Un the 13th of October I fmmd the river swollen from rains; it covered a 
part of the swamp on either side, and \Vas swimming- from bank to bank. 
I found the enemy strongly posted on the opposite side, and offeri!lg- a de· 

· termi.ned resistai1ce to onr passage. On the 13th of November the river had 
fallen four feet perpendicular, and was swimming only n. part of the distance 
over; the enemy had abandoned the Cove, and no longer n'mained to dispute 

·our passage: still it was effected with great difficulty, and f(mr men were 
drowned in its accomplishment. rrhe difficulty of swimming men and 

:· hor~es over a rapid stream 220 yards wide, under a deadly fire, is too ap­
.. parent to require a comment; and, if it were not entirely impossible, it mnst 
have been attended with a sacrifice of life which few circumstances could 
justify, and would have rendered even victory itself a d1s~1ster: numbers 
must have perished in tbe attempt. Wounded men and won ndeJ horses, 
obstructing the passage, would soon have increased the d iflleulty of cross­
·ing; and, if any had been so fortunate as to reach the opposite hank, fe\V 
would have been able to preserve their ammnnirion, and they would have 
fallen easy victims to the folly and madness of the general by whose orders 

' they were forced into such extremities. Yon may, by intuition, possess 
.that knowledge of the profession of arms which others have acquired by 
years of hardy service in the field: but, admitting this extraordiuary fact, 
:it is not very probable that you, at the distance of one thousand miles, were 
,.better enabled to judge of the practicability of crossing the river than my-
self, and the brave officers and men under my command. In every in~tance 
in which yon admit the existence of any circumstance which may have n. 

,·tendency to render my conduct even excusable, you never fail to add some-
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thing to neutralize the effect, and render such admissions unncceptable ;.. 
and, in this spirit, you observe that "cogent and, perhaps, sufficient reasons 
ior the abandonment of the enterprise on your first movement are, however,. 
·to be found i11 your total want of provisions (except such as your men 
would not use) and other supplies, and in the great loss of horses your troops 
had sustained ; but this only increases our regret at the original eause of 
1hese untoward 'circumstances.' " By the provisions which my "men 
would not use," I presume you mean the cattle which I informed. yon I had 
destroyed because they were unfit for usc. By what authority" do you call 
these cattle provisions, when I have informed you that they were so misera­
bly poor that my hungry soldiers would not feed upon them? Your giving 
the inappropriate name of ''provisions" to the loathsome flesh of these ani­
mals could not make it more acceptable. But it may induce a belief that 
1 had a supply of provisions, which might have been, but which my men 
would not use. With regard to the lost horses, I beg leave again to correct 
an error into which yon have t1llen. My army had lost no horses at that 
time, except snch as had strayed from my encampment at night, and which 
could not be found. 'I'hrougt:out your whole correspondence: yon seem 
to con~ider my march to Fort Drane: and the first expedition to the With­
lacoochie, as an entire failure, unattended with any circumstances to justify 
these movements. Perhaps, sir,·on a careful examination of the resnlts, a 
more favorable conclusion may be drnwn. From the 1st of October, the 
dny on which I arrived at Fort Drnne, and from which the commencement 
of my operations should be dated, nntil the 19th, the day of my return 
from the vV ithlacoochie, thirty-three warriors were killed in our scouts and 
skirmishes, and twelve prisoners were taken-a much more important 
result than has usually attended campaigns against the Seminole nation. 
Another attending circumstance was the discovery of the Cove, tha strong­
hold of the enemy. This place had never before been known to any white 
man. The several expeditions made during- the lust winter passed to the 
the east and west of that place, without .finding the retreat of the Indians; 
and it was a matter of some importance to tind out their hiding-places. I 
marched on the trail from Fort Drane without knowing where it led, and, 
when my provisions were exhausted, I was compdled to seek further 
supplies. 

Jn yvnr letter of the 14th yon have spoken frequent] y of the loss of 
time which was occasioned by tllis expedition. Perhaps, on examination, 
you may be satisfied that the time lost by my movements (if there was any) 
could not have exceeded six or seven dnys at most. Until the establish­
ment of the depot at Graham's camp-·a fi.tct of •.vhich I was not advised 
until the 4th or 5th of November, (a!H1 you have condemned me for 
moving upon it before I knew it ·.vas certainly established)-! bad to draw 
my supplies fr01n Black creek, a distance of about sixty-five miles. It 
was the evening of the 8th of October before I could have little nJore than 
five days' ratious brought to Fort Drane, without a single grain of corn for 
the horses. I marched to the \Vithlacoochie on the evening of the 9th, and 
returned to Fort Drane on the cvenin:r, of the 17th of o ·ctober. An ex­
press was sent to Black creek, with oraers to forward provisions to Fort 
Drane with all possible despatch. 'T'be wngon-train was immediately pnt 
jn motion, and: although it was constantly employe~ from the 19th of Oc­
tober, it was the 9th of November before there was n sufficient Hlpply of 
provisions to enaLle me to move on the second expedition to the Cove1 not-
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withstanding the whole Tennessee brignde, men and horses, were fed at 
Black creek during this time; it required thence twenty-one days to bring 
to Fort Drane the provisions consnmed in that time, nnd those which ena­
bled me to march on the second expedition. Now, sir, if it required twenty­
one days after my return, is it not fair to presume that it would have re· 
quired the same length of time to have broug·ht out the same quantity of 
provisions before I moved '! If this is admitted, then it is evident that I 
lost only the seven days ernp]oyed in going to the vVithlacoochie, and in re­
turning to Fort Drane. But, sir, I will not admit that the time was lost iu 
which- I killed twenty-three and captured twelve of the enemy; and in 
which I (_,pened a road to, and disc~vered, the stronghold of the enemy, 
before nnknown to any white man. The information of the country, de­
rived from my own observation, as well as from the prisoners, enabled me 
to make the second expedition in a manner which has not been censured. 
One of the prisoners acted as a guide, and withont whom we should never 
have become acq.nainted with the labyrinths of the Cove. '"rhis expedi­
tion of seven days was highly important in another respect. It drove the 
whole Indian force beyond the vVitblacoochieJ and relieved the frontier 
from ftirther depredation. Until this was done, the Tennessee troops 
could not, without manifest impropriety, have been marched to Black c.reek; 
and hnd they remained at Fort Drane, they and their horses would have 
consn me d. forage and provisions as fast as it could have been brought to 
them. .Hence, it is obvious, sir, that the short time in which operations 
were suspended was not occasioned by a premature movement from Fort 
Drane, but from my disappointment in not finding supplies at Graham's 
camp on the 16th of October, where yon admit that I had ::good reason to 
expect tb€m," though you condemn, as an error of judgment, my having 
aeted under the influence of that 'l good reason." After discussing the 
special charges exhibited against me, you make the following remark: ''And 
with respect to your general operations, it is still a subject of disappoint­
ment and. regret, considering the time and means allo\ved you, that more 
effectual measures were not taken for securing such supplies as might have 
enabled you, on commencing offensive operatiOns, to nwintain the positions 
to which you might ad vance: and to prosecute the campaign with steadi­
ltess and vigor." As no specific act of impropriety is stated iu the pre­
·cedmg quotation, I am Qt a loss to know wbetber it is to be regarded as a. 
general court, covering the facts alleged i~1 the specinl nssignrnents, nnd in­
tended as an amendment of your declaration, or whether it is to be con­
sidered as presenting new matter to be replied to. If the former, 1 am will­
ing to rely on the answers I bave already given : if the latter, I must say, . 
that, if it 1':> intended as a reflec tion on rny not having advanced depots with 
the army into the cmmtr)' held by the enemy, before marching to attack 
him, I cannot S@e the justice or propriety of such censure. If supplirs are 
to precede the nrmy, or to be moved with it in such abundance as to ena­
ble lhe general to "maintnin" the positions to which he might advance, 
and to prose,eute the campa~gn 'ivith steadiness and vigor/' without 
falling back on any depot for support, my word on it, sir, your army 
will never overtalw the enemy. If this is the rule yon have prescribed for 
the government of your generals in the field, be not snrpri::;ed, sir, if the 
Seminole war, contemptible as it has been regarded, should continue yet for 
many y€ars. No general has ever been successful who has marched on 
sueh a plnn. An anny encumbered with a heavy train of supplies will never 
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march with sufficient rapidity to overtake a fugitive enemy ; and th~ 
~nly successful mode is.to move with despatch, and surprise your enemy. 
It was npou this plan that the brilliant and successful campaigus of Gen· 
eral Jackson were made; and the history of his lndwn wars will prove tbat 
after every battle he was compelled to mnke a " retrog-rade movement" (if 
you will please to call it so) to obtain supplies f<H his hnngry army. In 
ahother part of your letter, you assign my ill health as the cause of my being 
superseded i11 command of the army, attd appear to consider my animad· 
versions and complaints on that subject the more extnwrdinnry, since, in 
the communication to me, and in that to General Jes11p of the same date, 
(a copy of which was enclosed to mP,) the trnnsf~r of 1 he commttnd to the 
latter was expressly attributed to the apprehension that I might not be able, 
iu my then feebh~ state of health, to finish the c<·tmpnign with the prompti­
tude and euerg-y dernanded by the crisis. My health, sir, was trnly very 
bad, and my sufferings \vere severe; but I made r)l) report of it to the depart­
ment, ns J entered on the campaign with the determination of closing the 
war or perishing in the attempt: atH], had I been pe1 tnitted to remain in the 
field, 1 shnu!d most certainly have done one or the other; and that I was 
still able to prosecute the campaign with some success, I hope is sufficiently 
proven by tlte resnlts. Bnt, sir, had my ill-health bt'f.n the ouly canse as· 
signed for removing me from the command, 1 shott!d have yielded it to 
General Jesn p witll the llttttost pleasure, iUJd not a murmur would have 
been heard from me on the subject; nttd it is well known to the department 
that I teudered him the command on his arrival irt Florida. It cannot be de· 
nied, hnwtwer, that there were other causes st11ted in yonr letter of the 
4th of Novemhei·: which were highly r~erogntory to my r'eputntion ; and I 
regret exceedingly to find, sir, in your letter of the 14th ultimo, after ex­
pressly a llt·g·iug that "·the transfer of thu command of the army to General 
Jesup should be allribnted to the apprehetJsions that I might not !Je able, in 
my then 1eeble state of health, to finish the campaign," &c., you should have 
found it llCCCSStlry to assign other causes Jess fa VOrabJe, for the adoption of 
that mensme. Afrer spenki11g of the right uf Gerwral Jesup to the command, 
(a right I trever qnestioned ,) yon observe, '' lt is t.rue the department after­
wards acceded to the very liberal suggestions of that officer, that, as yon 
~ad r ('pared the plun of the C'arnpnign, yon ~hould be allowed to conduct 
It; and had the condition of things remained unaltered, the arrangements 
probably would not have heen itJterfered with; but their condition had been 
entire] y cha11ged by the retirement of the army from the vVithlacoochie-the 
suspension of offensive operations-th~ want of· an official report from you­
the shurt pt->riod remaining f(lr thP- employment of tbe Tennessee volun­
teers-tile necessity produced by tbat cause, and other considerntions, for 
the utmost promptitude-and, above all, by yonr owu severe sickness.'; 'I'hese 
are the C<~nses which led to my being superseded in the cornmand of the 
army. Attd pray, sir, let me ask: how does this statement correspond with 
the_ one made in the preceding part of your letter, in which my ill-bealth is 
ass1gned as the only cause of the tran~fer? ThCJ:e is another pnrt of your 
letter in wltich I urn so eutirely misrepresented, that 1 cannot permit it to 
pass witlwnt correction. Iu yo11r admis~ion that the failure to establish the 
depot 011 the WiLhiHcoochie nt the time I required it, was not to be attributed 
to any fault of mine, you say: "This remark, however, must not be nnuer­
stood as ~ar1ctioning your complaiuts ngainst the naval officers employed in 
navigatillg liJe steamboats." The following, I presume, is that part of my 
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{etter to which ynn allude; and, if my understanding is correct, it is against 
the arrangements of the \Var Department, and not against the naval officers ; 
it was so intended, and I think it will generally he so understood. '·That 
the steamboat Izard slwuld lmve been lost. may be attributed alone to the 
:arrangements of the Government in sel~cting naval oJficers to navignte 
'Steambo~~ in narrow channels and rivers, who have been instrnct{:d o11ly 
in na vi!.!_ating ships on the ocean. Had the Izard been navigatt>.d by one 
-skilful from long practice in the management of steamboats, it i:-; the opinion 
..Of General Read that there would have been no difficulty in nscendi11g the 
·river." It is certainly no complaint against the naval offieers who com­
manded the steamboats to say that they were less skilful in manngiug them 
than the common masters of boats, who have rnade it their profession for 
year8, and acquired skill by long practice. The comm;1nder of ·the Izard· 
,had been on board of the Lout but a few days when the accident occurred 
·by which the boat was lost. I h:t.ve not the ·pleasure of knowing him very · 
well; bnt for Lieutenants Johnson and Harrison, who commanded the Dade 
and American, it affords me great pleasure to acknowledge their worth as 
g-entlemen and officer~, and they are entitled to my warmest thanks for theil1 

zeal and promptitude in the performance of the duties assig-ned them. If 
you have any donht with regard to the language in wllicl1 lexprcssed my­
.self, I beg you to be nsstued 1 sir, tlwt my complaint Wil.S agaiust the VVar 
iDrpartment, and not the naval oftlcers who commalldcd the steamboats. 
Theu~ is another ground on which your censure hns been so repeatedly ex· 

pressed, that I cannot permit it to pass unnoticed, even iu this long commu­
nication. You charg·e me witlt h<tving entered on the CiH'!l paign \vithout 
due preparation, a.mf have spoken of the Jeng:th of time and nmnle means 
allowed mo for thnt pt'lrpose. Let us first ext-imine the "means" \vhich yotl 
say were afforded me: and then l will offer a passing- remark on the time al~ 
lowed me for preparntion. vVhat were those ample means of which you 

'have spoken witlJ so much confidence 't It is true I was authorized to draw 
on the different depots, and to require of the Quartermaster's D:•partrnent 
such articles as tile service might demnnd; and I have shO\vn that I prompt­
ly procured the~e articles, and that I had advanced abundant stores as near 
the country held by the enemy as they could be co11dueted iu safety, until 
I had a sufficient force to move forward and establish other . posts. What 
,more could I have done 'l Surely I need not inform tlte chief of the War 
Department that depots of supplies could not be established in the enemy's 
country, until 1 had an army to precede them: und open the way for their 
reception. At what time did I receive a sufficient force for this object? The 
Tennessee brigade was arriving at this place in detachments, from the lOth 
·1m til the 15th of September; on the 19th they marched, and on the 1st of 
October they routed tbe Indians at Fort Drane: and thence commenced 
operations' against the enemy. The vast time, then, of which · you have 
so repeatedly spoken, is comprehended between the 15th of September and 
1st of October. In this time I marched two hundred miles, under the almost 
vertical sun of F'loridn, at the most unhealthy season of the year, and placed 
a large store of supplies in motion for the contemplated depot on the With­
lacoo-chie, where I bnd ':.good reason" to believe I would find them, at least 
by the 16th of OctoLer. In order to show that no time previous to the ar­
t·ival of the Tennessee brigade was, m· could have been, available for the 
purpose of establishing depots for the supply of the army, it is only neces· 
sary to take a view of Florida at the time I entered on the duties of my 
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present station. Your troops had gone into summer quarters; and, from 
the smallness of their number, could scarcely defend themselves from the 
enemy, even in the posts which they occupied. The volnnteers and militia 
from the Territory nnd neighboring States bad been disbanded before their 
term of service had expired: and our frontier inhabitants left to the mercy 
of the savages. \'Vhen I assumed command of the army, under the orders 
of the President, I fonnd the Indians conquerors, and in undisputed posses­
sion of the country• for more than fifty miles above the boundary. That 
district, which at the commencement of the war abounded with stock and 
grain for the subsistence of the army, was now desolated; and the maraud­
ing bands of the enemy covered the whole line of frontier for more than 
two hundred miles. I &truggled for four mPnths, with the feeble means I 
possessed, to defend this line, exposed as it was, and open to the attacks of 
the enemy. At length the 'Tennessee troops arrived; and, impelled by duty, 
as well as the feelings of humanity, l pressed forward without delay to save 
the frontier from further slaughter. l relieved it from invasion. The war 
parties of the enemy were either destroyed, or driven beyond the \Vithla­
coochie. I rebuilt Port Drane; established an import~nt depot on the With­
lacoochie; killed thirty-three, nnd cnptured twelve of the enemy; explored 
the country, and discovered the Cove, the stronghold of the enemy; and 
made all the necessary preparations for a vigorous campaign. All this was 
done in thirty-four duys, notwithstanding your repeated complaints of the 
length of time I lost, by my disappointment itt uot finding supplies at the 
Withlacoochie on my first visit. On the thirty-fourth day after l com­
menced operations, you issued your orders, in triplicate, superseding me in 
command of the army; and, althongh they were sent forth by swift carriers, 
before they could overtake me the army under my command had made a 
long and harassing march, had fought three decisive battles, and won three 
important victories. For these services, sir, I seek no commendation, but 
thr.y certainly do not merit the censure of the department. 

Yon say I have done great injustice to the President. This: sir, I should 
deeply deplore; for I would not be unjust, even in redressing my wrongs. 
I enterlnin for the President the most sincere reg~ird and respect, and I re­
gret most deeply that the remarks contained in your letter of tbc 4th of 
November should have been s 1ch ns to call forth terms of severity from 
me; I wrote under feelings of deep excitement, and such as most men 
would have experieneed in my situation. In yonr letter of the 14th inst., 
although I conceive you have by no means done me justice, yet yon have 
so far reduced the charges against me as to leave nothing worthy of an in­
vestigntion before a conrt of inquiry. I am, thcreiore, concented to lravc the 
subject to be decided by pnblic opinion, satisfied it will do me justice when 
the facts are fully disclosed. As you have cau sed your letter of the 14th 
ult. to be made pnb1ic, I shall send a eopy of tiJis to a friend in the Senate, 
with a request thnt it may abo be pnhlished among the pnblic documents._ 

Very resp8t:tfnlly, your obedient servant, 
R. K. GALL. 

Hon. B. F. BuTLER, 

Acting Secretary of TVar. 
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TALLAHASSEE, March 26, 1837. 
SIR: I heg leave to call your attention to the claims of E. J. Wood, for 

the charter and expem:es of the steamboat Minerva while in the service 
of the United States. This boat was chartered by my order in September 
last, from my knowledge of the enterprise, experience, and efficiency of 
Colonel Wood~ who volunteered to command her in person, and from the 
peculiar adaptation of the boat to the navigation of the Withlacoochie 
river. Every engagement on the part of the commander and charter was 
fully and amp! y complied with ; and I hazard nothing in saying that this 
boat rendered more important services to the Government, during her 
charter, than all the others on this station at that time. It was by the 
enterprise and perseverance of Colonel Wood tht1t the depot on the \'Vith­
lacoochie was finally established; and the delay which attended the accom­
plishment of this important ohject, in the first instance, was occasioned 
entirdy by the order~ of Genernl Jesnp and Colonel Lane, by wbom the 
boat was required to make two trips from Apalachicola to Fort Mitchel], 
in transporting the friendly Indians, before she was permitted to proceed 
to the \Vithlacoochie. The effect was not anticipated ,by General Jesup; 
but, until the arrival of Colonel Wood at the mouth of the Withlacoochie, 
no snccessfnl attempt was made to ascend the river and establish the depot. 
Few persons possess more enterprise or public spirit than Colonel Wood. 
Though possessed of limited resources, he expended in the public service 
nenr $12,000. His duties were mos~ faithfully performed, and it is a mut­
ter of regret and surprise that the contract on the part of the Government 
has not been complied with. His accounts were presented for payment, in 
Jan nary last, to Lieutenant Vinton, the quartermaster at this place; '.vho 
declined paying them, as I understood at the time, from the want of funds 
for that purpose. 'They were afterwards forwarded, by the cashier of the 
Uniou Bank of Florida, to Major Cross at Washingtoll, by whom they 
were, as I am advised, referred to the decision of the Secretary of \Var .. 
I have to request, as an act of justice to this meritorious gentleman, that 
his accounts may receive your early and favorable consideration. It has 
been suggested that Colonel Wood's accounts have been suspended in 
consequence of his having taken possession of the steamboat Minerva be­
longing to the Government. I am at a loss to conceive how this can im­
pair in any degree the obligation of the Government to comply with its 
contract. But if this circumstance has r>rodnced such an effect, or made 
an impression unfavorable to Colonel Wood: I beg leave to tnake a state­
ment of facts; ns I understand them to have existed, which cannot fnil to 
place his contract in the most favorable point ofview. Colonel VVood was 
a member of Governor Eaton's staff, and since has been one of mii1e. As 
assistant quartermaster, he bas performed much valuable service, and in­
curred considerable expense, without making any charge against the 
Government for either. His boat was chartered on the Apalachicola to 
go to the Witblacoocbie, and he would have been entitled to the per diem 
allowed nnder his charter, until his return to the place at which he was 
chartered. Instead of this, he was discharg-ed at the Withlacoochie, and 
made no charge in his account · for the ti~e expended in returning from. 
that place. According to the terms of his charter, he was to have the 
same per diem l'l.llo\ved as that which was given for other boats chartered 
at that time. rrhe certificate of Lieutenant Vinton, accompanying his 
accounts, shows that two of the boats chartered by him received $300 a. 
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day, and one of them $400; yet Colonel Wood has charged only $300 
per day, although his boat performed more service than all the rest. After 
he had been discharged at the Withlacoochie, the United States steam~wat 
ljeutenaut Izard having been wrecked, dismantled, and entirely abandoned 

, by the Government, with great expense1 labor, and difficulty he succeeded 
in raising and repairing her, in su~h manner as enabled him to carry her 
with some hazard to Apalachicola, where she has been thoroughly re­
,paired, and now, as I am informed, is in good order. That the Izard had 
been dismantled, and entirely abandoned by the Government, I refer you. 
to the report of her commander, Lieutenant Simms of the navy, to Com­
modore Dallas, which was rmblished, and a copy of which may, I presume, 
be found in the Navy Department. So little idea was entertained of 
her ever being nppropriateu to any useful purpose, th:\t I understand the 
commanding otficer at the \Vitldacoochie permitted other vessels to take 
from the wreck whatever they conlcl fiud abuve water which was valuable; 
ana no doubt, but flH the extraordinary enterprise of Colonel vrood, the 
Izard would have remained a wreck at the mouth of the Withlacoochie. 
As a thing- deserted, there is no donbt, according to the Jaws and u:sages 
of all civilized nations, Colonel Wood, 'or any other person, had a right to 
takr~ possession of nnd appropriate it to his use. But he was not willing 
to do this privately: he reported the circumstances to Commodore Dallas, 
aud offered to refer to arbitration his right to the property, or the qnestiou 
of what compensation he should receive for his labor and expenses in 
recoveriug, repairing, and restoring the lost property of the Gove:nment. 
All these f~tcts, I believe, can be fully snb~tantiated: and are highly credit­
able to Colonel Wood. He bas a right to rely on the good faith of the 
Government iu complying with its contract, and I hope his accounts may 
be adjusted am~ paid without delay. 

Wuh regard to the steamboat Izard, I am authorized by Colonel Wood 
to say that he is still willinz to leave the whole matter to be arbitrated hy 
persons who shall be ay)pointed by Commodore Dallas, on the part of the 
Goverumeut, and ,by himself, nud that he will abide by their decision; or, 
if the Go\'ernmeut will pay the per diem allowed under his charter, 
from the time of his discharge at the Withlacoochie until his arrivat at 
Apalachicola, with a reasonabfe compensation for his services, either as nn 
agent while &uperintending the repair of the boat, or as assistant quarter­
master in the service of the United States, and refund the expenses which 
he has actually paid on the boat, t_hat he will deliver her in good order to 
any pP.rson who may be appointed by the Government to receive her. 

V f!ry respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. K. CALL. 

Hon. SECRETARY OF WAR. 

TALLAHASSEE, April 29, 1837. 
Sr R: I be.g Ie.ave to call your attention to the regulations prescribed by 

the Government for issuing rations to certain inhabitants of Florida, under 
the resolnti,m of Co11gress\tdopred for that purpose. By the 5th article of 
those resolutions it is provided that rations may be issued to the suffering 
inhabitilnts for one mouth afrer their return to their homes; but that, in no 
.instauce, should nny one be supplied with rations for a longer period tha~ 
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one month after the termination of Indian hostilities. 'rhe greater number 
of inhabitants who have heen driven from the.ir bom:?s have taken shelter 
at or near the different military posts, where they have been fed by the­
bounty of the Government; and sneh has been the unsettled state of the 
country, and the danger arising fwm marauding bands of the enemy which 
still infest the country, that very few of them have been able to return 
horne and plant crops during the present season. In consequence of this,. 
they will be as dPstitute of the means of support at the close of the year as 
they were when they firs t received the generous support of the Govern­
ment ; and, if the existing regulations are carried into effec t, after being 
under arms during the whole war, and making every sacrifice to sustain 
the country, they will be compelled to abandon it, within one month after 
the termination of Indian hostilities, for the want of provisiOns. Many of 
them bave lost all they possessed; and unless they are fed by the Govern­
ment until they have raised crops to snb~ist on, they must, froru necessity, 
retire to the neighhoring States, where provisions may be pnrchased by 
their labor. Snch a measure would add greatly to the calamities they have 
already experienced by the war, and would retard the improvement and 
settlement of the Territory; but as the resolution of Congress, providing 
for their support, leaves it at the discretion of the President to furnish the 
unf(lrtunate sufferers with supplies so long as he may deem it neet ssary, I 
have respectfully to request, in behalf of the ij;lhabitants of Florida, that 
snpplies may be fu mishcd to those embwccd by th e resolution unt il they 
shall have been able to ra.ise a crop to subsist on. 'I'he adoption of this. 
measnre will save hundreds of men, women, and children from extreme' 
suffering and distress. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient serv:mt, 

Hon. J. R. PoiNSETT, 

Secretary of lVar. 

R. K. CALL, 
Governor of Floridtl. 

TALLAHASSEE, August 3, 1837. 
SIR: Yonr last annnal report to the Secretary of War was made and 

publishrd to the world while I was engaged in prosecuting the war against. 
the Semlllole Indians. It therefore did not come under my observation 
until after I had been reliAved from the command of the army in Florida; 
and, subsequently, my extreme ill health, for several months: prevented me 
from paying that attention to it which it required at my hands. I now 
avail myself of the right of addressing you on the subject; and, after com­
municating some intelligence, which you seem not to have received, and 
after correcting some errors into which you have fallen, I will asl\ yon, from 
the high place wbich yon fill as an organ of the Government, and as an 
net of common justice to me and to the volnnteers of Florida, to repair the 
injn ry and injustice which you h:ive done to them and to me, in the same 
public and imposing manner in which the wrong has been committed. 

In speaking of the battle of the Withlacoochie, on the 31st December,,. 
1835, you make the following remarks: ''On the 29th December, General 
Clinch, with six companies of regnlar troops, amountiu~ to about two hun­
dred men, proceeded from Fort King towards the Withlacoochie, to attack 
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the Seminoles, who were in force on the left bank of that river. In this 
expedition he was joined by Governor Cull, with between four hundred 
and five hundred volunteers of Florida. 

"On the :31st December, General Clinch, with the regular troops m:der 
his command, crossed the \Vithlacoocbie. He was here attacked by a large 
body of Indians, and, after a sptrited en2;agement, the Indians were finally 
defeated, and fled into the hammocks. In this affair, it will appear that the 
regular troops bore the brunt of the action; out of the two hundred troops 
who crossed the river with General Clinch, fifty seven were killed or 
wounded, including four officers. Of the four hundred or five hundred 
volunteers who had joined General Clinch with a view of aiding in sub· 
duing the Indians, only twenty-seven men and three officers took part ir1 
the action. vVhy so many remained out of the action is not explained. 
Had the same zeal and bravery been displayed by the whole force as was 
-evinced by the reg·nlar troops, there is little doubt hnt tllat the war would 
have been termiuated with the battle of the Withlacoochie." 

Before 1 proceP.d to correct the errors in the foregoing statement, it is 
proper that I should give you the necessary information with regard to 
the organization of the volunteers, the circumstances under which they 
€ntered the service, and some of the incidents preceding and attending the 
battle. · 

'l'he war with the Seminoles broke upon the country with the sudden· 
ness oflight. 'rhe army and the people were equally surprised and eq11nlly 
unprepared for the conflict. The regular troops were encamped at Tampa. 
Bay, and at the agency in the heart of the Seminole nation, unprotected by 
fortifications of auy kind; and if the Indians, instead of being diverted by 
the rich booty which the sparse settlement pf the frontier presented, had 
made the first onset upon the regular troops, few would have survived to 
tell the melancho1y fate of their companions. But, fortunately for them, 
the savages were even more fond of plunder than of blood. Their ·first 
demonstrations were agains.t the settlements in Alachua county, and its 
unarmed and defenceless inhabitants sustained the first attack. On the 
6th of December I received, by express, a · petition from the people of Ala­
chua, informing me of their impending danger, and asking for succor. 
Without a request from General Clinch, and without authority from any 
one, orders were immediately despatched to the four nearest regiments of 
my brigade, dispersed over a district of country more than one hundred and 
fifty miles in extent. 'l'hey assembled with unparalleled promptness. I in· 
vited them to the field, not to make a campaign against the Seminole Indians, 
but to rescue the defenceless frontier from the grasp of a savage enemy. 'rem­
porary, hnt prompt and immediate relief, until other forces could be order­
ed by the Government, was all I sought to afford; and I assured them that 
they shmlld not be detained from their homes more than three or fpur 
weeks. Under this pledge, men from all the various pursuits of life sud­
denly suspended their business, and joinP.d the standard of the volunteers. 
Near tw0 hundred and fifty were immediately raised. They were general­
ly without arms; the Government had none \vith which to supply them; 
and, on my own responsibility, I ordered such to be purchased as the mer­
chants could snpply, which consisted princiJ 1nlly of small shot-guns, en­
tirely unfit for the field. Supplies of every kind were required; yet, not­
withstanding the great extent of country from which the men had to be 
drawn, and the difficulty of transforming citizens from the pun:nits of civil ) 
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Jife to soldiers in the field, hy the thirteenth day after I received intelligence 
of Indian depredations, the troops of Middle f 1 lorida, under my command, 
had been assembled and org·anized, had performed a march of two hundred 
miles, and had attacked and destroyed a party of the enemy discovered in 
piundering- and burning a house within half a mile of Micanopy. A de­
tachment of volunteers, under the command of the gallant Captain McLe­
more, had that morning been despatched, at the request of General Clinch, 
to protect his provision train, then on the march to Fort Drane, and ex­
posed to the most imminent peril. T'hey performed the duty; protected the 
supplies for the regular troops: who were almost destitute; and arrived at 
the burning house on the road just after the Inuians had been routed. 

Notwithstanding the promptitude with which the troops were raised, and 
the rapidity of their march, on my arrival I found the whole country over­
run and in possession of the enemy. Every house had been abandoned; 
the Indians were masters of the country ; the regular troops were in want 
<>f almost every thing; they had not fired a gun at the enemy, and, from the 
smallness of their numbers, were scarcely able to hold the small space of 
gronnd within gun-shot of the pickets hastily constructed for their own 
preservation. 

The volnnteers of East Florida, under their brave commander, Colonel 
Warren, had been raised on the appeal of General Clinch. Many of them 
were those who had been driven from their homes, aud had engaged for no 
definite time. I overtook and assn mrd ihe command of them .on the 19th 
December. The whole force was employed, with great activity, in scout­
ing the country and driving out the enemy, as long as the trace of one 
could be found. After this duty was performed, there remained yet five or 
six days unexpired of the time for which the volunteers from East Florida 
had engnged. I was anxious to employ every moment to the best auvan­
tage; and: as the guides spoke with the utmost confidence of finding In­
dians at the towns on the \Vithlacoochie, not more than thirty-five miles 
from Fort Drane, and represented the river as being shallow and fordable 
at that point, I proposed to General Clinch that a rapid and forced march 
should be made, to surprise and attack the enemy at the point designated. 
The suggestion was adopted. On the 27th and 28th December the volun­
teers were recalled from the scouts, and part of the regular troops were with­
drawn from Fort King for the expedition. On the morning of the 2~th 
the whole army marched for the Withlacoocbie under lhe command of 
General Clinch. The volunteers from Middle ll1lorida, having but three 
days more to serve, left their wagon-train and all their baggage, carrying 
with them four days' rations, already prepnred for use. They were equip­
ped to move with that rapidity so essential to the success of the enterprise; 
but the regulars were encumbered with a heavy baggage -train, be.dly ap­
pointed and badly conducted; and s~1ch was the sloth of the march, that 
we did npt arrive at the Withlncoochie n nti1 the morning of the third day, 
although, upon the plan originally proposed, it might have been accom­
plished in twenty-four hours. On our arrival, the army was suddenly 
brought to a halt, and we were greatly surprised at finding a deep and 
rapid river, presenting a most formid able impediment to our farther advance 
into tbe country, instc[ld of tl1e f()rdable strearr1 over which we might 
vass with scarce any delay, which the information of the guides led 11~ - tQ 
expect. 01'1 the opposite side an Indian canoe 'vas discovered, and WHS 

brought across by two men who swam over for it. The regulars immedi~ 
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ntely COlTIIUP.llC'ed crossing, and, although they only atnOUl1tPd to n{)Otlt t\VO 

hundred mtd. sixty, it was' near noon hefore they had effe.cted the passage. 
In the mean time the volunteers had been engnged in driving over their 
horses; and a raft of green poles hn.d been constrncted, 011 which some of 
the saddlv~ \Vere e:Hried over; but it was so heavy, and sunk so deep in 
the watt~ I': that it was of hnt very little service. 

So soot~ as tl1c regu ln rs were over, the vol n nteers commenced crossing in: 
the caum~, which, under th e best management, would carry only from five to\ 
seven per::;on~, two of whom were generally fonnd necessnry to carry the· 
boat !Juck agai11; nnd it reqnired bniliug- every trip to prevent it filling with. 
W;1ter. It \S to be remembered that the volnuteers had to take their sad­
dles and snddle!mgs with them in the canoe, and therefore could cot cross 
with the same ntpidity as the regulars, who marched in with their knap­
sacks on their backs. 

Su'perinteuding the crossing of the volnnteers in person, J perceived that!. 
from the slow progress th2y made, and from Hw time previonsly required 
by the~ regul ars, 11 ~dess some other means of accomplishing the passage could 
be devi::;ed, it would consume the whole day. On ncronnt of my pledge to 
them that tlwy shouid he permitted to retnrn the u~xt day, wheu their terlil 
ofs~rviee '.VotJld be completed, I wns very solicitous to obviate this delay. 
I accordingly cnlled tbe a ttention of General Clinch, nlre<tcly on the son.th 
side of the nver, to a collection nf dry logs, on the point of an island, situate 
a short di,' tance below the crossing-place, and accessible from that hank of 
the riv( ~ r by me;tllS of a lt"dge of rol.'l~s, and SU!.!J;ested that: if they could be 
got itt to the watPr, ihey would a(·r~Hd tile means of speedily constrn~ting a. 
hridge from trH~ north bau k to the island. TllA suggestion was <tdopted; and· 
General Cliucll and his ~tnif, nccGmpanicd by several of the \rol nnteer offi-­
cers, rep;1irt:<d to t!!e island; and while they were engaged in getting the-· 
logs afloat, and I with a p;trty of rnen ettgag:ed in drawing them across by 
the aid. of ropes, llleard rapidly reiterated exclamations frnrn the men in, 
my rear-" the llldians are coming.'1 Hearing no alarm from the opposite 
side, uttd snpposi11g the Indians were on tbe nortb bank1 1 commenced form- ­
ing the line faei11 ,1{ to tile rear, in order to receive them. In a few moments,. 
}Jowevt~ r, tile l:Jdiaus made their appearance on the opposire side, just above 
the cros·,ing- place. 'I'he position of the line wns chauged at that 'point, 
and the Indiaus op(lncd their fire upon us across the riVf!r i. the tire was im­
mediately rettHn,~d, nnd they flt-·d. All this occurred before n gun wa:dir'ed' 
nt tbe ll'~{nhrs. They huJ advanced beyond the rivPr swamp about a 
quarter nf a mile, and tit ken a position in a small piece of open grouud, snr­
ronudt>d by ~ernh aud ll~mmock: \'>.Thich c.::>ncealed the enemy and ga\-·e them 
a decided ndvantn~c in the contest. 

Whm1 the aetiou eornn1enceu, not more than thirt y or forty of the \'oltm· 
teers hnd erns~ed the river, of whom a lar~e unmher \\,.e re officers. Some 
of them had swnm over, nnd, lwin;! unable- to carry their gnus w~th them,. 
were in a d ef~~uce less sitnation nutil supplied from the opposite side. They· 
marched boldly in to the fight. and behaved with ns much intrepidity as 
any men ou that field. They formed a line extending from the river bank 
nearly to tlw left ftlllk of the regulnrs; and it was owing to their position, 
nnd the gallantry ~~ ith which they tonght, that the regulars were uot sur­
rounded and cut off by the enemy. Dnring the fight, the volunteers con­
tinued to cross as fast as possible nnd join in the action. Many attempted 
to swim the river, bnt in every instance, I believe1 it was found impossible. 
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1o.cross in that manner, without getting their arms wet and their ammnnition 
destroyed. At one time I ordered the whole force to mount and charge the 
river; but it was found impracticable, from the 9ause just mentioned, and 
the order was countermanded. Some swam nearly over, .carrying their 
guns above the water, but, from exhaustion, were compelled to drop them. 

After the lapse of more than eighteen months, it is not my intention to 
give an official report of the battle, or to cast reflections n pon any one, but 
to call your attention to certain errors committed in your last annual report 
to the Secretary of \Var, and ask that jnstice may be done to the volun­
teers of Florida, so unkindly and so unjustly misrepresented. You have 
said, "of the four or five hundred volunteers who joined General Clinch, 
with the view of aiding in subduing tbe ludians, only twenty-seven men 
and three officers took part in the action;" and you have said, "why so 
many remained out of the action, is not explained." If the statement ll1ave 
already given does not afford a sufficient explanation, permit me. to say, sir 
expressly and emphatically, that the volunieers who were not engaged re­
mained ont of the action because they found it utterly impossible to get into 
it. A deep and rapid river separated them alike from the regulars nud from 
the enemy. The river had to be crossed before they could participate in 
the fight; and the only means provided for crossing were a small raft, 
found to be of little service, and an Indian cnuoe. ,.fhe regular troops, 
about two hundred and sixty in number, were four or five hours in cross­
ing. The volunteers, with the exception of some officers who crossed with 
the regulars, had obtained possession of the canoe not more than thirty m_in­
utes before the fight commenced; and yet "why so many of them remain· 
ed out of the action is unexplained." 

\Vith an appearance of great accuracy you state that "only twenty seven 
men and three officers of the Florida volunteers took part in the action." 
In justice to the gallant officers and men under my eornmnnd, I am bound 
to correct this statement, which I am enabled to do from my own personal 
observation. I crossed the river during the fight myself, and arrived on 
the field just after the Indians retreated. It was soon decided that the po­
sition occupied by the regulars, in donhle file, in open ground, within point­
blank shot of a dense hammock, with the right fi<U1k subject to be turned 
by the enemy, could not be maintained. The troops were accordingly 
withdrawn into the river swamp, and formed in a curved line, with a de­
tachment of volunteers on the right and left, resting on thA river above uud 
below the crossing-place, secnriug our flanks, and presenting a front which 
.could not be broken. The Indians soon reappeared, and raised the whoop 
along the whole line; as if resolved to renew the attack; but they found us 
prepared at all points for the assault. ,.ro retire across the river in the 
presence of the enemy was considered a difficult and hazardous undertaking. 
General Clinch and myself differed with regard to the mode in which it 
should be conducted. He proposed to move from the right flank, which 
rested on the river very near the point at which WP must cross; while l 
recommended n movement from the left flank, wheeling by files to the left, 
anp passing down the rear of the line to the crossing-place, thus covering the 
men as they retired by those who remained stationary. 'l'he General then 
asked who should conduct the men across-he or myself. He was greatly 
-exhausted from the fatigue of the fight. I tendered my services, and they 
were accepted; and he immediately after crossed the river, leavinr; the fate 
of the army in my hands. More than two hours were spent in constructing 

9 
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the hridge and recrossing the horses to the north bank. During the whole 
time, the Indians, by their whoops, gave repeated indications, not only oC 
their presence, but of their intention to renew the attack. At length, having­
th~ opposite bank completely mar::med to cover the retiring line, and the 
necessary preparations being finished, just before sunset the line commenced 
retiring. Mnjor Bailey, at the head of about fo1·ty volunteers, with a firm­
ness and deliberation which would have done honor to the hardiest veterans, 
led the way: followed by the regular battalion; and the rear was brought np · 
by Lieutenant Colonel Mills with a command of forty-one volunteers. 'rhe 
success of the movement depended on the coolness and firmness with which 
it was executed; and a better specimen of deliberate courage was never ex­
hibited on any occasion. Colonel Mills was the last to cross, and before . 
he .left the hank the Indians rushed down on the opposite side. You will 
thus perceive, sir, the injustice done the volunteers by saying that "only 
twenty-seven of the men took part in the battle." , 

Bnt the injustice done the officers is ~till more apparent. Yon have · 
stated (on what authority I know not) that but three of them participated _ 
in 'the engagement. Justice demands not only that this charge shonld be 
repelled, but that the names of those brave and patriotic officers who fou~ht 
so ~allantly on that occasion should be recorded. Three of them,-Colonel 
w ·arren, Colonel Read, and Major Cooper, were \rounded-the first and the , 
last dangerously. Colonel Parkhill, Lifmtenant Colonel Mills, Major Bailey, _ 
Major Welford, Major ·Gamble, Captain Fisher, Captain Parish, Captain 
Ross, Lieutenant Hunter, Lieutenant Stewart, Lieutenant Wilder, Lieutenant· 
Dell, Lieutenant ~-,loyd, Lieutenant Chaires, and others whose names are . 
not now recollected, crossed the river before or during the action, and were 
among the foremost and bravest in the conflict. 

I have yet to mention another important service performed by the volun­
teers on that occasion, which saved the regulars frorn 'havoc and slaughter . . 
lt was by them, under the superintendence of Captain Wyatt, of Middle­
Florida, that the bridgP. of logs was constructed, which enabled the troops 
to retire with safety in the presence of the enemy. Had there been no 
other means of recrossing providEd but the canoe, no one will pretend tO< 
say that the movement could havn been performed without grea~ loss. 

I nm not disposed to disparage the merit of the officers and soldiers of the­
regular army. They fought bravelyi and sustained themselves nobly. Bnt I 
will not permit unjust reflections to be cast upon the volunteers of Florida. 
I trust: sir, the day may never come when 1 to sustain the fame of your­
army, it shall be necessary to detract from the services and medts of the­
patriotic but undisciplined citizens, who may volunteer their aid . to the-­
country in the hour of peril and necessity. 

You have further observed, sir: "had the same zeal and bravery been. 
displayed by the whole force as was evinced by the regular troops, there is 
but little doubt that the war would have been terminlil.ted \Vith the battle of 
the vVithlacoocbie." I have endeavored to show, sir, that there was no de­
:ficiency of either zeal or bravery among the volunteer officers or men on 
that occasion. I have shown, and am aule to prove to the world, that the· 
greater number of them "remained out of the action" because they could 
I"!Ot cross the river to participate in it. I have shown that they did all that. 
could be done by troops in their situation. After so many unsuccessful at­
tempts to subdue the Indians-after the failure of three of yonr most distin­
guished major generals to accomplish that object-after the united but un-
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successful efforts of yonr army, and the best troops of the patriotic States, 
which have engaged in the war during a period of more than eighteen 
months-it is for yon to say whether you do not owe it to yourself, to the 
army, . and to the volunteers of Florida, to retract the assertion that less than 
four hundred undisciplined volunteers from Florida could, in one day, have 
accomplished that which has baffled the whole power of the Government 
for almost two years, and disappointed the expectations of the best gen~rals 
in our servi<;e. 'l'here was one event known to you ut the time yon made 
your report to the SPcretary of War, which should have saved you from 
the commission of this error, and saved the volunteers from the unjust re­
proach which has been cast upon them. You were fully apprized that the 
veteran and gallant General Gaines, with an army of about twelve hundred 
regulars and volunteers, of undoubted zeal and bravery, soon after met the 
same enemy on almost the same ground; that they surrounded him in a 
fortified encampment, and fought with unabated fury; and were met with 
distinguished courage and fortitude for five days and nights ; and that 
General Gaines was finally relieved by General Clinch, who marched to· 
his assistance with five hundred men, many of whom were , the same Flor- _ 
ida volunteers whom you have treated with so much injustice in your of· 
ficial report. \Vith a knowledge of these facts, your remarks must be con­
sidered gratuitous and most extraordinary by every impartial observer. 

I have endeavored to lay before you, sir, a statement of the circumstances 
undeY which the expedition was undertaken, and of snch incidents con­
nected with the battle of the Withlacoochie as will enable yon to repair the· 
injury you have done to the brave and patriotic volunteers of Florida. I 
trust, sir, that redress will be CIS ample as the injury has been unmerited~ 
Tnllh, justice, and the magnanimity of the commander·in-chiefofthe army, 
a1l conspire to demand it. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. K. CALL. 

Major General MACOMB: 

Commander-in-chief of the army of the United States. 

T ALLAHASSF.E, August 23, 1~37. 
SIR: A number of gentlemen in Kentucky are desirous of raising a bri· 

ga:de of mounted volunteers, for six months, to serve in the next campaign 
ag-ainst the Seminole Indians; and application has been made to me to re­
ceive them and to c9mmand them in person. If not inconsistent with the· 
views of the department, I nhould be gratified to receive authority for that 
purpose. This corps would be composed of the pride and chivalry of the· 
State, and I doubt not \Vould render most important services. 

Should the Government approve of the measure, I have to request that I 
may be immediately advised of its determination ; and, in order to save· 
time: I have to request further, that a copy of the letter of advice to me may 
be· forwarded to Colonel James P. Walker, Russellville, Kentucky. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. K. CALL. 

!Ron. J. R. PoiNSETT, 
. Sccreta·t:Y, of War. 
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TALLAHASSEE, September 26, 1837. 
SIR : Having corresponded with the Paymaster General for the last six 

months, without producing the desired effect, I am now under the neces­
sity of addressing you on the subject of the unsatisfied claims against the 
Pay Department in Middle and VVest Florida. 

'!'~here are many companies, both militia and volunteers, which entered 
the service more than twelve months since, and, notwithstanding my re­
neateu and urgent solicitations to the Paymaster General, have not yet been 
paid. In addition to these, a considerab!e force has been employed, at dif· 
feren t times since the 1st of February last, in hunting on~ the fbgitive 
Creeks: ~nd in defending the frontier from the invasion of the Seminoles; 
aU of whom are yet unpaid. This is a grievance which has justly occasion­
ed mnch complaint; and I have therefore earuestly, but respectfully, to re­
quest that a paymaster may be ordered without delay to proceed to this 
place and pay off all the claims against that department. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully: your obedient servant, 

_Hon. J. R. PoiNSETT, 

Secretary of War. 

R. K. CALL. 

T .ALLAHASSEE, October 14, 1837. 
Sm.: Although I have not had the honor of receiving an answer to my 

letter of August last, on the subject of the ord~r suspending the issue of pro­
visions to the suffering inhnbitants of Florida after the 1st day of October, 
yet I presume some modification of that order has taken place by the in­
:.;;tructions of the Department of VV ar. 

I have received a letter from Major Jones, the quartermaster stationed on 
the Suwanee frontier, from which the following is an extract: 

"I presume your excellency has been furnished with a copy of the Sec­
r etary of War's instructions, extending the issue of rations to the sufferin~ 
inhabitants after the 1st of October in many cases, particularly to the mem­
bers of families under fourteen years, of those in .service, and indigent 
persons, &c." 

So far as it relates to East Florida, it was not necessary that I should have 
been furnished with a copy of those instructions, as General Jesup will, no 
doubt, with great promptness, cause them to be executed for the relief of the 
i nhabitants of that section of country. Bnt in vVest Florida, at a point too 
remote to receive the necessary attention from General Jesnp, there are two 

. counties (those of Washington and \Valton) which I advised you, in my 
former letters on the subject, were invaded in February last by the fugitive 

·Creek Indians, and the inhabitants have been exposed to as much danger, 
..and have suffered as much in the loss of life and property, as those on the 
eastern frontier. 'rhe population is sparse, and in indigent circumstances, 
having no other means of living but those afforded by their stock of cattle 
.and the product of their small plantations. The greater number of those 
cea.pable of bearing 'arms have been engaged in offensive or defensive ope­
J ations against the Indians since their first appearance in the country, and . 
are still·so engaged; for, although a number of prisoners have been taken, 
end many warriors have been killed in the numerous skirmishes "'hich 
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have taken place, hands of the enemy still continue to infest the country~ 
and ke.ep the inhabitants in a state of danger and alarm. 'I' he people h'ave 
been unabl.e to cultivate their lands; hence they ·have made no crops, and 
are destitute of hread, and their cattle have been greatly destroyed by the. 
Indians. 'rhose who have been engaged iu the service for the last nine: 
months have not received a cent of pay, and, from the extreme necessity pro­
duced by the order suspending the issue of supplies after the 1st October, 
they are compelled to sell their claims against the Government for the pay 
so long due them, at any discount which the extortionate may demand, in 
order to buy bread for their families. Even this resource is rendered less . 
available from the circumstance that there are no provisions to sell in that 
part of the country, and they are compelled to procure them from a distance ... 
'rhis state of ~hings, sir, cannot long be endured; and if they are not sup­
ported by the .Government to some extent, until they can make a crop; they· 
must abandon the country to the enemy. Humanity requires that tlwy 
should be informed of their fate as early as possible, to avoid a protraction 
of their sufferings by remaining in their present situation without the hope 
of relief. I htwe to request, sir, that I may be immediately advised of the 
determination of the Government on this important suhject. Presuming, 
from the letter of Major Jones, above referred to, that some relief has been 
ordered by the department, I have, on my own responsibility, ordered the 
quartermaster general of the Florida militia, as a temporary relief to the 
sufferers, to issue provisions to such persons as are designated in the extract 
fron1 the letter of Major Jones. [ hope this measure may meet with your ap­
probation ; but, if not, I sho.ll meet the responsibility I have incurred with- . 
out regret, as it was assumed in the cause of humanity. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. K. CALL. 

Hon. J. R. PoiNSETT, 
Secretary of vVar. 

'l1 ALLAHASSEE, October 27, 1837. 
SIR: 1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 

13th instant, with its accompanying documents. 
I regret very much indeed, sir, to be under the necessity of giving yon 

further trouble with regard to the non-payment of the Florida troops; but­
it is a duty I owe to them and to myself, to place the subject before you in 
its proper light, entertaining no doubt you will cause justice t{) be done · 
whenever you are correctly informed. · 

The information given yon by the Paymaster General, so far from giving · 
the intelligence yon ret]u ire, in calculated to produce the most erroneous 
conclusion. Why he did not furnish you with copies of that part of my 
correspondence with him which was necessary to enable you to under­
stand the subject correctly, I will not pretend to say; but as he ~as failed · 
to do so, I beg leave respectfully to refer yon to the enclosed C?fHes ~f ~y · 
letters to him, dated the 26th July and 21st of August, to which I mv1te · 
yonr particular attention. It was not until I had failed to receive an answer · 
tp the last, that I troubled you with the subject in my letter of the 2?tb . 
ultimo. These copies will furnish you, at least in part, with the information: 
you sought to obtain from the Paymaster General. They w,itl inform you-
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that the troops in question were ordered into service by me for the defence 
of the frontier ; they will show the necessity which existed for the order ; 
they will explain the reason why the troops were HOt regularly mustered; 
and they exhibit in its true light the conduct of paymaster Forsyth, who is 
perhaps most to be censured for the delay which has taken place in the 
pay_ment of the Florida troops. With regard to the necessity of sending 
the muster rolls to vVashington before the troops are paid, as I conceive 
there is no doubtful point involved in the case, I had considered this for­
mality waived by the letter of the Paymaster General, dated the Sth of July, 
of which the following is an extract: ':If there are no doubtful points to 
be settled by the acconnting officers, as you seem to think, the payment can 
be made on the rolls retained; but if there are, it will certainly save time to 
have the rolls placed in their bauds as soon as practicable." I am advised 
of no duubtful point in ·the case. I will, however, for your information, 
state the facts; and if there should be, I will, as far as practicable, conform 
to the rules of the department. All the troops in question were ordered 
into service, by me as the Governor of the Territory, and they have served 
either in the campaign against the Indians, or in defending the frontier 
against invnsion. Under the laws of the Territory, as well as those of the 
United States, I am fnllv authorized to g-ive such orders. The frontier of 
Middle Florida has been harassed and ~annoyed by the Seminole Indians 
during the whole war, and two counties of \Vest Florida have been invaded 
by the fngiti ve Creeks since February last. For neither of those districts 
has General Jesup been able to give the necessary protection, and I have 
been compelled to defend them with troops levied for that purpose. Not 
having had nuy regnlar officer under my command, I have been unable to 
have the companies regularly mustered. I have frequently applied to 
General Jesup for an officer to perform this duty, and he has as often 
promised to send one, unt, owing to the want of officers, he has been unable 
to do so. I hope, ltowever: by the time the paymaster arrives, this dnty 
will have been performed. Hitherto I know it has not been nf'cessary to 
send the muster rolls to the Paymaster General before the troops were pnid. 
I speak with confidence on the subject, because I know it has not been the 
practice. The troops that entered the service last winter, both in East and 
lVliddle Florida, were ordered out by me. In the east they have been 
promptly paid; while in the middle d1strict, with the exception of Myrick's 
and Evans's companies, none have been paid for more than twelve months. 
Many who are poor have suffered by tbe delay, and not a few have s~ld 
their clnims, from necessity, for whatever they could get. Every thing in 
my power has been done to procure the payment of these troops, hut without 
effect. I have now placed you in possession of all the t·wts, and I respect­
fully ask of you the application of the proper remedy to correct the evil 

. complained of. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Hon. J. R. PorNsETT, 
8ecretary of War. 

R. K. CALL. 

TALLAHASSEE, December 11, 1837 . 

. SIR: Paymaster Mupe8, of the United States army, has arrived at this· 
· place for the purpose of paying the troops of Middle and West Florida. 
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He has furnished me with an extract frdrti the instructions of the Pavtnaster 
General, from which he informs me he feels much embarrassment in pro· 

-.ceeding wit!t the dutieS reqtiired of him. rl'he foJJowing is the extract re· 
ferred to : ':Care should be taken that none but volnnteers and militia 
called out by ·proper authority from the Government of the United States, 
and duly mustered in and out of service, be paid by yon." The Paymaster 
General was fnll.y informed by me that all the troops of Middle and West 
Florida, entitled to pay, were ordered into service by me, as the Executive 
·Of the rrerritory. If tbere is to be a distinction taken between my authority 
in ordering out the militia for the defence of the frontier, and the "proper 
authority from the Government of the United States," ·and none are to be 
paid bnt such as have been ordered into service by the latter authority, 
then the Paymaster General has sent his subordinate officer on an idle mis-

.:sion. There appears, also, to be some difficulty about the muster of the 
men in and out of service. The Paymnster General has been informed 
that, with few exceptions, these troops entered the service withont being 
mustered in, and were discharged without being mustered out, because 
there was no regular officer under my command to perform that duty. It 
is now proposed to remedy this irregularity, as has been often done in this 
rrerritory and elsewhere, by a mnster of the 1pen, although some of them 
have been discharged more than twelve months. When this is done, the 
paymaster may not consider them as having been "duly mustered," but it is 
the only mnster which can erer take place; and if it should be deemed insnf­
ficient, I wish to be informed, in order that an early application may be 
made to-Congress for redress. But I hope, sir, this may not be necessary; 
and I have the utmost confidence in the belief that you will order to be done 
that which, from the nature of the case, you may believe to be jnst and · 
proper. I have to request, sir, that such an order may be given, that the 
paymaster and the mustering officer, (Lieutenant Vinton, of the United States 
army,) may be enabled, without delay, to perform the duty assigned them. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. R. K. CALL. 

Hon. J. R. PoiNSETT, 

Secretary of fVar. 

rr ALI .. AHASSEE 1 January 17, 1838, 
SrR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt ofy0ur letter of the 30th 

ultimo, accom~mnied with a report of the Paymaster General on the subject 
· of the pay due from the United States to the militia and volunteers of Mid­
dle and \Vest Florida. I regret exceedingly to find, sir, that further and 
unexpected de lay has been produced in the payment of these troops. My 
letters to the Paymaster General, of tile 25th of July and 21st of Augnst, 
must have informed him that the troops in question were ordered into 
.service by me; and the same information was expressly and distinctly com­
municated to yon in my letter of the 27th of October. In reply to that let­
ter, on the 16th day of November, you informed me that a paymaster had 
been ordered to Florida for the purpose of paying all troops legally entitled 
to compensation from the United States, and observed, "I trust your excel­
lency will experience no further difficulty upon the subject.:' On receiving 

·· that letter, I had a right to suppose that no further embarrassment would 
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be presented. I was, therefore, greatly surprised, on the arrival of the pay­
master: to find him fettered by the instmctions of the Paymaster General h~ 
~nch a manner as to prevent him from performin~ the very duties you had 
advised me he had been sent to Florida to discharge. 

On the 11th of December I addressed you on the subject of these instruc­
tions: and am now informed by your answer, dated on the 30th ultimo, that, 
from the information now in the possession of the department, it appears 
that the troops, whose payment I seek to effect, were called out by me sub­
seqnently to the period when I ceased to command the army in Florida: 
"full explanation of the necessity and manner of calling these troops into 
the service is, therefore, necessary; and this will be immediately asked of 
General Jesup." · This opinion, so entirely at variance with that contaioed. 
in yonr letter of the 16th of November, in which yon inform me that a pay­
master had been ordered to Florida with instructions to pay all troops 
legally entitled, &c., and that yon trusted I would "have no fnrther diffi­
culty on the subject," appears to have bt!en formed on the report of the Pay­
master General, coJJtaining an extract from my letter to you of the ~~7th of 
October, which you had previonsly answered in the most satisfactory man­
ner. It is somewhat remarkable, sir, that the information contained in that 
letter, 'When read by yon, and wheu extracted by the Paymaster General, 
should have produced snch opposite and contradictory results. The· 
language in which I addressed myself was too plain and comprehen­
sive to ndmit of donbt. It stated, in express terms, that those troops had 
been ordered into service by me; and when you read my Jetter, you must 
have understood my meauing as perfectly as you did when you read the 
extract from it furnished by the Paymaster General. And yet , after receiv­
ing the extract; you say, "f'rom information now in posse£sion of the depart­
ment, it appears," &c.; as though fl;Je information had not been in your pos­
session before that time. 'rhis furnishes additional proof of the little atten­
tion which has been paid to tbe repeated solicitations I have presented to 
yon and the Paymaster General for the payment of these troops in my cor­
respondence, commencing on the 9th day of May last, and continued until 
the present time. 

Permit me to offer a remark 011 that part of your Jetter in which you 
say that you will ask of General Jesup full explanation of the necessity which 
existed for my ordering these troops into service. I entertain for General 
Jesup the highest respect, and the best relations have subsisted between us 
dnring the whole period of his command in Florida; but, sir, so long as I 
am charged with the executive authority of Florida-so long as the laws 
of this Territory require me, in cases of invasion or insurrection, to order 
out the militia-so long as the army fi.tils to give the necessary protection, 
and our citizens are murdered in their own dnrellings by the savages, which 
has frequently been tbe case under yonr administration of the War Depart­
ment-I shall not hesitate to perform my duty, by orderiL·1g the militia into· 
service. And I shall never, in such cases, wait to consult the commander 
of your army, at the distance of two or three hundred miles from the scene 
where the troops are required, before I order them into service to save the 
frontier from destruction. 

My letters to you, to General Jesup, and to the Paymaster General, have 
~hown t~e existence of the necessity under which these troops were ordered 
1nto ~ervlCe. In my letter to the Paymaster General, dated 25th of July lnst, 
when urging the payment of these troops, I observed, "that Middle Florida, 



137 

witb a frontier of more than two bundred mile~, has defendf.d herself du­
ring the whole war, and, with the exception of a few months last summer, 
(18:36,) thare has scarcely been a regular soldier encamped within her lim­
its." On thP- 21st of August I addressed him again on the same subject, and\ 
observed., "I have been compelled to defend .Middle Florida against the rav­
ages of the Seminoles, and West Florida against the fugitive Creeks, with­
out the aid of the Government; not having even so much as a regular officer 
to muster the men into service." Copies of each of these letters were for­
wa~dt>d to you in October last. On the ~3d of August I addressed you il'l 
the following terms: "You are aware that the fugitive Creek Indians, for 
the last six months, have greatly harassed and destroyed a number of the 
settlements in West Florida. Many of the inhabitants have been driven 
from thei1: homes, with the entire loss of their means of sn bsistence; and, t() 
relieve their distress, I have ordered supplies to be furnished them; under 
the resolution of Congress and the regulations of the \Var Department. It 
was necessary for me to assume this responsibility, owing to the distance of 
the scene from the operations of General Je~up in East Florida, and his con­
sequent inability to attend to it. rrhe local militia have been constantly un­
der arms, and a number of skirmishes have taken place with the Indians,. 
in which the latter have always been

1 
routed; but, as the country affords: 

convP-nient hiding places in every neighborhood, it is not yet relieved from 
these troublesome visiters, and the people are unable to return in safety to· 
their homes. Almost every male of that population capable of bearing arms: 
is in the service of the United States, engaged in searching for and driv­
ing ont the Indians." 

On the 14th of October, not having received an answer to the letter of 
which the foregoing is an extract, I wrote you again on the same s11 bject, 
and then stated: "In \Vest Florida, at a point too remote to receivf3 the ne­
cessary attention from General Jesup, there are two counties (those of Wash­
ington an.d \'Valton) which I advised you, in my former letters on the subject,, 
were invaded in February last by the fugitive Creek Indians, and the in­
habitants have been exposed to as much danger, and have suffered as much 
in the loss of life and property, as those on the eastern frontier. 1...,he popu­
lation is sparse, and generally in indigent circumstances; having no other 
means of living but those afforded by their stock of cattle and the product 
of their small plantations. 'The greater number of those capable of bearing­
arms have been en.gaged in offensive or defensive operations against the 
Indians since their first appearance in the country, and are still so engaged;, 
for, although a number of prisoners have been taken, and many warriors 
have been killed in the numerous skirmishes which have taken place, 
bands of the enemy still continue to infest the country, and keep the inhab­
itants in a state of danger and alarm. rrhe people have been unable to cul­
tivate their lands; hence they have made no · crops, and are destitute of" 
bread, and their cattle have been greatly destroyed by the Indians. 'Those 
who have been engaged in the service for the last nine months have not re­
ceived a cent of pay; and, from the extreme necessity produced by the order 
suspending the issue of supplies after the 1st of Octol:ler, they are compelled 
to sell their c1aims against the Government for the pay so long due them, at 
any discount which the extortionate may demand, in order to buy bread for 
their families." Ti1e information thus communicated to you ought, I should 
have supposed, to have satisfied you of the necessity which reqnired me to· 
order troops into service. If 1t was not sufficiently explicit, official courtesy 
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;at least reqt1ired that furl her explanatio~ should have been asked of me, in­
stead of applying .to General Jesup, who has at all times been too far re­
moved from the frontier of Middle and \Vest Florida to give the informa­
·tion required, even if it were proper to consult him with regard to tbe mari­
ner in which my duties have been performed. I have felt no disposition ·to 
interfere with the military arrangements of the Government; and if the ne­
cessary protection were afforded to the frontier, I should not order men into 
:service. 

If I have violated the trust and confidence reposed in me by the Presi­
,dent of the United States-if I have ordered troops improperly and unne­
cessarily into service-! am responsible to him, on my commission. But I 
<Cannot belie'fe that be, or that Congress, will deny to the men who have 
served under my orders, in defending the frontier from massacre, the com­
pensation to which they are justly entitled . . · After I was relieved from the 
command of the army, I ordered a strong force into service in East and 
Middle Florida for the protection of the frontier. r:I'hat the measure was 
necessary and proper, was fully proven by the fact, that, snbsequent to the 
<date of the order, a number of persons, and, in some instances, whole fami­
lies, were murdered by the savages. In my letter of the 27th of October I 
informed you that the troops of East Florida ordered into ~ervice at that 
time were promptly paid, without the formality of sending the muster-rolls 
to the Paymaster General before payment: while those in Middle Florida 
-are still unpaid. That letter was referred by you to the Paymaster General; 
and in his report on it, dated the 28th of December, 1837, he says: "I have 
110 knowledge of any troops serving under precisely the same circumstances 
that have been paid, except those provided for in the second section of the 
act of May 28th, 1836.:' It was certainly not very courteous, when I had 
.stated the fact, for the Paymaster General, after quoting my language in 
his report, to say he had no knowledge of such a case; for, if be did not 
know it before, my letter must have informed him; and if he was not satis­
fied with its accuracy, he had the means of applying an unerring test-the 
·muster-rolls on which the East Florida troops were paid. One moment's 
reflection, sir, would have convinced both you and the Paymaster General 
that the troops orde'red into service by me during the last winter could not 
·have been paid under the second section of the act of the 28th of lVIay, 1836, 

· for the very reason stated by the Paymaster General when speaking of the 
payment of the troops in Middle and '\Vest Florida, because the provisions 
<Jf that act were retrospective. But, sir, they were paid under the provi­
s ions of the act of the 19th of March, 1836: which are just as applicable to 
the troops of Middle and West Florida as to those of the East. That act is 
both prospective and retrospective. It embraces in its prospective operation 
all volunteer or militia corps which have been in the service of the United 
States since its passage, no matter by whom ordered into service; and is 
confined in its retrospective operation (provided for in the sixth sectior1) to 
those· troops only which were ordered into service by the commanding 
general or governors of States and of the Territory of Floridn, under au­
thority of the War Department. I do not, therefore, perceive the propriety 
<>f the remark contained in your letter of the 30th instant, in which yotl 
·:Say: "The appropriation law, which provides the only funds out of which 
a paym~nt of this kind could be made, restrict$ the application of the money 
·to such troops only as have been called out by the commanding general in 
.Florida, or under the express authority of . the President of the United 
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'States." And if yonr construction of the law be correct, why call on Gen­
eral Jesup, or any other person, for a full explanation of the necessity and 
manner of calling these troops into service? for, nn matt~r howE)ver di'fe 
may have been the necessity, or however punctaimrs the formality with 
which they were raised, not having had that "express allthority from the 

, President of the United States," the troops ordered into service by me, sub­
sequent to my being -relieved in command of the army, could not be paid 
withont further legislation on the subject. But, with due respect for your 
opinion, permit me to ~ay that I find no such restriction in the law; nor do 
I believe that Congre£s, with a true knowledge of the situation of this T~r­
ritory for the lust two years, would have incorpornted such a provision .in 
its enactments. 'rhe Executive of the Territory, as the commander-in­
chief of the militia, has, and from necessity mnst have, authority to call 
troops into service, at his discretion, to defend the frontier settlements when­
ever they are in danger. This is an authority which has always been ex­
ercised, and has never been denied to any Territorial Governor of the 
United States. And I believe the present is the first and only instance in 
which an objection has been made to paying troops t.hus ordered into Rer­
vice. Should l now "fail, after this full explanation," as I have hitherto 
done in my applications to you for the payment of the troops in question, I 
shall lose no time in addressing myself to another and a higher tribunal ; 
and I shall not cease in my efforts until I have procured for the volunteers 
and militia of Florida the compensation to which they are justly entitled 
for their valuable services. 

I have at this time near two hnn<llred men in service, employed in pro­
tecting the fronti er against the Seminoles, in pursuing the Creek indians, 
and in guarding the prisoners they have captured-about ninety in num!Jer; 
and I have this morning been informed by express, that, during the last 
night, the Indians, within twenty miles of this place, attacked three different 
families, each of which lost some of its members, with the destruction of 
their houses and other property. Enclosed is a copy of a letter I received 
on this subject about daylight this morning. 

Troops are already on their march in pursuit of the savages. They 
have been promptly and hastily assembled; I have not waited to have them 
"regu-larly mustered into service/' I have not waited to consult General 
Jesup, at the distance of three hundred miles; bnt, acting on rny 0\rn re­
sponsibility, 1 have ordered out additional troops to protect the helpless 
women and children from the midnight ravages of a savage enemy. Al­
though yon ,may hereafter call on General Jesup for a "full explanation 
of' the necessity and manner" of calling these troops ioto service, I can­
not, at the present crisis, pause in the discharge of my duty w observe that 
formality. V\Then helpless females and lisping infants are perishing in the 
flames of their own dwellings, duty re(}Uires of me prompt and decisive 
.action ; and God and my country will, I trust, 1::ustain me in the course I 
have pnrsned. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Ron. J. R. PoiNSETT, 

Secretary of War. 

R. K. CALL. 
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TALLAHASSEE, ~Yay 12, 18GS~ 
SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of tht 

26th ulti,mo, in which you inform me of the measures recently adopted b 
the \Var Department for the defence of the frontier of Middle Florida. I 
will afford me great pleasure to comply with the directions of the Presiden 
to furnish such militia force as may be required by the officer placed itt 
command of the frontier, for the protection of its inhabitants. This l 
have ever done, on the requisition of General Jesup; and I should d()l 
injustice to that valuable officer were I not to acknowledge the zealous. 
efforts he has at all times made (with the means he possessed) to defend our 
citizens from the attacks of the enemy. At my request, he recently ordered 
to St. Mark's six companies . of the 6th regiment of infantry, which are 
now on · duty in Middle Florida. This force is _principally employed 
against the Creek Indians, who, after having surrendered and agreed upon. 
a day for their e~1barcation for the west, suddenly abandoned their camp 
at night, and fled precipitately, leaving most of their baggage behind tbem. 
They were nominally in charge of a guard of ten men, which was all the 
force -I had to control them. About thirty of the women and children still 
remain in camp, and appear to be perfectly satisfied. They inform 111e 

that the oth€rs were induced to fly, from an apprehension created by some 
de~igning white men that it was my intention to destroy the men and 
confine the women in chains. The chief, at his departure, avowed his 
determination to make his way to the Seminoles; and they retreated in 
that direction. But the necessary preparations have been made to intercept 
them, and I entertain hopes that they may be captured or destroyed. 
Their flight created great apprehension among the neighboring inhabitants, 
and I was under the necessity of ordering out a portion of the militia for 
their protection. They were all discharged, however, in a few days, with 
the exception of two detachments, which -are still in service. One of them 
is employed in guarding the pass in the Ocklockney river, to prevent the 
escape of the Creeks to the east ; and the other in guarding the prisoners, 
and in preventing an intercourse between the Creeks and the Apalachicola 
Indians, some of whom fled with the Creeks. 'They are witbont an agent, 
and, finding them greatly excited, I deemed it most prudent to receive a 
few of the warriors into service, with a small detachment of white men, 
whom I placed there to give confidence to the timid and restrain the 
vicious. I adopted this course after a personal examination of the situation 
of these Indians, and from a couviction of its necessity; there being no officer­
or troops of the Government near enough to produce any effect in that 
quarter. I hope the measure will be approved by the department. 

I am, sir, very respectfnlly, your obedient servant, 
R. K. CALL. 

Captain S. CooPER, 
Acting Secretary of fVar. 

~rALLAHAssEE, May 20, 1838. 
SIR: I have the honor to enclose you, herewith, copies of letters whicll 

I have just received from many highly respectable citizens of vVest Florida, 
informing me of the re-appearance of the Indians in that quart-er. Whether 
they are a part of those who lately escaped from the Apalachicola river, or 
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whether it is a different party, which has more recently arrived from Ala­
bama, I am unable to decide. But I am disposed to believe they are of the 
latter, as the former were traced, in the opposite direction, as far east as the 
Ocklockney river, in the neighborhood of which it is believed they still are. 
You will perceive, from the enclosed documents, that the appearance of nn 
enemy in that sparsely-populated district has given rise to much excitement 
among the people, and that they, as it is natural they should do, have called 
on the Executive for protection. The laws of the Territory, in ~uch cases, 
have made it my duty to order out the militia for their defeuce. rrhis duty 
I have hitherto . performed whenever the occasion has required it ; and, 
notwithstanding the embarrassment which has resulted to men nd the troops 
I have employed, by the delay of the Government in paying them for ser­
vices rendered under my orders, I should not now hesitate in pursuing the 
same course, if I had the means of supplying them with foragGl and provis­
.ions. But this I find impossible. That section of country which is threat· 
ened with danger was, during the last summer: overrun by the Creek In­
dians. 'I'he inhabitants were unable to cultivate their plnntations, and the 
country is, in consequence, destitute of supplies. I should cnll on the as­
sistant quartermaster of the United States army at this place to furnish the 
necessary articles, as he has done heretofore on all similar occasions for the 
last eighteen months; but he has recently informed me he dAclines furnish· 
ing any thing on my requisition for the 1'erritorial troops not regularly 
mustered into the service of the United States. On tlw occasion alluded to, 
I tendered the command of the troops I had raised to Major Dearborn, the 
senior officer of the United States army in Middle Florida. He declined 
accepting of them, on tho ground that he had no authority to do so. I then 
requested him to order the assistant quartermaster to fmnish them with the 
necessary supplies. This he also declined doing, for the same reason; and 
I have been compelled to purchase supplies for . these troops o~ my own 
credit and that of the Territory, while there is a United States qnarterrnas· 
ter and a public depot of stores within tweuty miles of the place where they 
are required. 1 am aware, sir, that the payment or non payment for these 
supplies by the Government may hereafter be made a grand que~tion; but, 
so long as my private fortnne will enable me to save a single family from 
destruction, it shall be freely expended. 'rhis, however, is too limited to 
be of much · avail ; and, in the case in which I am now called on for pro­
tection1 when the whole resounces of the · country have been exhausted, I 
regret that I can do no more than report the circumstances to the proper 
department of the Government. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,-
R. K. CALL. 

Captain SAMUEL CooPER, 
Acting Secretary of War. 

Copies of the documents referred tu in the letter of Governor Call of tlze 
20th May, 1~38, addressed to the Acting Secretary nf fl:'ar. 

StR : A statement was made to us, the settlers of Holmes Valley and the 
adjoining settlements at the Choctawhatchee river,- by one of our neigh, 
bon,. named S. A. Posey, that when he was working in the field at Colonel 
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Bryan's ferry, on the Choctawhntchee, on the 14th of May, as he happened 
to go down to the ferry flat to drink, he saw, when he rose from the 
water, on the opposite side, a canoe coming out of a cut-off that leads from 
th~ Choctaw hatchee river into a stagnant water cttlled the Dead river~ 
Said canoe was 0ccupied by three Indians, twg of whom were just drop­
ping down on their knees to take qim at him. Seeing this, he jnmped out 
of the flat and into a ditch; in the same moment, two of the savages .fired 
at him, and, perhaps, but the tottering of the canoe saved his life. Both 
missed him, but one of them shot a rifle-ball through his hat, and through a. 
silk handkerchief, which happened to be in it. His positi<;m in the ditch, 
and the advancing of the canue, gave him now a fair chance to use his 
rifle. He fired, and saw one of the savages drop down in the canoe; andr 
as he did not see him rise any more, he thinks him to be killed. The 
third IndiaR tried to shoot him, but his gun continued snapping. Mean­
while he had loaded his gun again, and shot at the second Iudian; but he 
is not sure whether he hit him or not. During this time the savages were 
going back to the cut-off as fast as they could ; but before they were out of 
sight: he sent ar~other rifle ball after them, and he thinks that he hit the 
hinrlennost of them in his shoulders. He states further, that alter they had 
:fired at him, they shouted immediutely in that horrible manner which is 
so well known as a sign of their hostility; and, after that, all the halloing 
he heard was at the time the .first gun fired again, which was answered by 
two volleys on the other side of the river. 

As we know the said Posey to be an industrious man, whose fortune 
depends on the crop he is trying to make in said field for tbe support of 
his family; and after scrupulously examining all the circumstances; and, 
finally, after the certifying of this statement by his oath, we cannot bnt 
believe it to be true. Moreover: six Indians have been seen a week ago 
below the Cow-ford, and, for the last two or three weeks, the gun-firing of 
the Indians is heard almost every day by many of onr neighbors. After 
all this, we cannot but believe-nay, but to be .finally convinced-that the 
Indians are close to our settlement:s, and that they have CLlmmenced open 
hostility without any provocation from our side. Thus we see our lives 
and property again. at jeopardy, and are urged by necessity to claim and 
ask for that protection which the General Government promises to all its 
citizens, and which you, General, in the special government of this 'rerri· 
tory, have so readily and will!ngly bestowed whenever it was called for. 
You well know, sir, that neither cowardice nor pusillanimity can be the 
motive of our request, as we always were ready to follow your call: as well 
in the campaign against the Seminole nation as in that of our own frontiers 
against the hostile Creeks last year. Bnt we are in imwinent danger of 
losing our crops again ; for if we _have to go a-scouting every day, which 
is necessary to protect the lives of our wives and children, who will work 
in the .field and make the crops? if we are compelled to leave the settle· 
ments, who will give us support for this and the next year? for you know 
yourself, sir, that none of us made a sufficient crop last year, except afew 
individuals who had hands to work for them. With great arixiety, but · 
assurance of your known magnanimity, we look for immediate help. · 
._ S ignet!., on ,tb~ l5~h · qay of N~ay, .. 1838,. byJp,e ~et~l~rs ,of Holme:s V[lll~y 
~P,(!.:adjo,ipjqg se~tlements. · . _ . · _. . . . , , 
, t"u J • 

~ J •) ~-I , J 11:~· i • I ' r • ·1 . ;-•.,, 
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Names of the settlers. 

J. B. Lassetter 
:Matthew Spikes 
Brenley Lassetter 
John Miller 
Henry F. Boit 
Jesse G. Smith 
John W. Crook 
James \'Vise 
\Vashington Wood 
W. H. Carpenter 

General CALL, 

W. Tabor 
John Regiter 
Silvester R. Cotes 
Lewis H. Miller 
A. W. Miller 
John W. V. Lonz 
H. A. Bright ~ 
James Bright 
Levi P. Miller 
Daniel Williams. 

Governor of the Territory of Florida. 

TERRITORY OF FLORIDA, ~ 
HI • SS. 
rr asftmgton county, 

Personally came before me, the undersigned, a justice of the peace for· 
said county, S. A. Posey, who made oath that the contents of the preceding 
part of the wi'thin article is just and true, to the best of his know ledge and~ 
belief. . · 

LEVI F. MILLER, J.P. 
his 

S. H. POSEY, x 
mark. 

V ALLAMBROSA, lJ:fay 14, 1838. 
DEAR SIR: I have this moment received information that an attack was 

made this morning about nine o'clock, by the Indians, on a man by the 
name of Posey, at Bryan's ferry, on the Choctawhatchee river, about five 
miles from this place. This man had gone to the river to get water; he 
discovered ·three Indians in a canoe; he ran, on di::scovering them ; they 
fired two guns atJ1im; one ball passed through his hat, just missing his 
bend; he got into a gulley in the bank, and returned their fire, and thinks­
he either killed or wounded two of them; he then made his escape to give 
the alarm. I expect that the Indians have all returned to this place. I 
have also heard that six Indians were seen last week at the mouth of the 
river. I was lately informed that the 8eminole war was· brought nearly 
to 'a close. If so,· would not the Secretary of War be induced to send a. 
regiment to West Plorida for our protection? If something is not shortly 
done, we shall all be obliged to abandon this section of Florida. 

'Vith esteem and respect, I am, your obedient servant, • 
JAMES BRIGHT. 

His Excellency R. K. CALL, Esq. 

N. B.-My informant, Jesse B. Lassetter, has no doubt of the correctness 
of the above report, as he heard the guns, and saw the man in half an hour 
-after it happened. J. B. 
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WAsHINGToN, October 4,. 1838. 
SIR: I was pleased to learn, from the conversation 1 had the honor of 

holding with you this morning, that you had already anticipated the propo­
sition I then offered for re-establishing the inhabitants of Florida who have 
been driven from their homes by the Indians. 1.-,here is every di,position 
0n the part of that portion of our people to return to the cultivation of the 
fields, from which they b:we been so long banished, and to contribute every 
-thm~ in their power in aid both of the offensive and defensive measures of 
the Governmeut against the common enemy. Duriug the present year, 
many of them, at the hazard of t heir lives, and all they had left from the 
ravagos of the enemy, returned to their former places of residence and 
planted their c.rops; but, after they were more than half made, they were 
,compelled to retire before the enemy, and abandon the fruits of their labor. 
This, however, would not have occnrred under a proper military organiza­
tion, which wonld have given mutual aid and protection to each settler. 
'The quantity of land prepnred for cultivation on the frontier, particularly 
in the counties of Columbia and Abchua, inclncling the plantations of the 
large proprietors, which have been abandoned, (nnd will not, probably: be 
re-oe,cupied and cultivated hy slaves dnring the continnance of the war,) is 
~nfficient to ufi(Hd employment and support for a number of men, not only 
adequate for their own defence, but to the protection of the frontier. By 
<>ccupying this section of the co1.wtry, the Indtans \vould be driven within 
more uarrow limiLs, and would be greatly disconraged by seeing that which 
they have conqnereu restored to the possession of the white man. Another 
advantage whicll would result to the Gnvemment from pursning this mea­
:sure, would be the qnantity of grain which would be raised in this country, 
{!011 venient to the seat of war, in the event of another campaign, and the 
:subsistence which would be thus furnished for an increased emigration du­
rin~ another year. For the pn rpose of carrying this plan into execution, 
1 propose that General HernandEtZ: or such other officer of the Florida mili­
tia as mn.y be designated for th at service, be authorized, under the orders 
and direction of th-e commanding general, tv receive into the service of the 
United States, for twelve months, unless sooner discharged, such able bodied 
n1en (not to CX1~eed a brigade) in East Florida, as mi\.y enrol themselves, 
including the present frontier settlers, and such as have been driven from 
their homes, or others who are willing to locate themselves on the line of 
<iefence. Thns the owners of plantations, if they think proper to reoccu· 
py them, shall be reinstated in possession ; and tt10se who have none shall 
be located on any . waste or nnappropriated land which may be prepared for 
~ultivation. rrhat the whole force, thus org-anized, shalt be mustered into 
·the service of the United States; shall be entitled to receive the pay, rations, 
,and forage, usually allowed to officers and men in the service of the Gov· 
.ernment; and shall constitute n defence for the frontier from the Atlantic to 
the Suwanee river, and as far sourh as the Withlacoochie and New river, 
-on the sea-board. That all the said force which can at any time be spared 
from military operations, within the limits here prescribed, shall he kept 
-constantly engaged in cultivating com, and other articles of subsistence. 
That, while engaged in this servfce, they ~hull be divided into companies, 
,or 'snch detachments as will be sufficient to give the security against the 
;attacks of the enemy, and shall rendezvous and encamp at such places 
along the line of frontier as may be designated by the commanding gen· 
eral, or the immediate commanding officer, whe:1ever it may be deemed un· 



145 [ 278] 

safe for them to remaiA at their homes. That the labor of cultivation, and 
the duties of the field, shall be distribntecl. as nearly as possible eqnally 
amot1g the different individuals, and each shall have, as; far as possible, the 
benefit ot his own labor: but that they shall, at all times, whether engaged in 
military service or in cultivation, be subJect to the orders of the snperior in 
office, and be governed by the rules and articles of war. Such a force as 
this, organized- on the plan proposed, would soon restore the population 
which has been driven from the country, and would form a powerful aux­
iliary to the army employed in prosecuting the war. 

For the defence of the frontier of Middle Florida, extending from the 
Suwanee river to the Ockloclmey, 1 propose the organization of a battalion 
on the same princ1ple, to consist of four hundred mounted men, under the 
command of a field officer; this force would be sufficient, and should be re­
qnired, to drive out and to keep the Indians entirely beyond the Suwanee. 
This section of conn try being too remote from the scene of active operations 
to enable the commanding general to give it the attention and protection 
which it has and must require so long as hostilities continue, I would 
respectfully suggest the propriety of continuing an officer of rank of the 
United States army in command of that frontier, with authority to receive 
into service, from time to time, such force as he may deem necessary for 
defensive operations. If Lieuteuant Colonel Green, of the 6th infantry, 
could be eontinned on that duty, consistently with the interest ot the ser­
vice, he would not only be very efficient, but would give general satisfac­
tion and confidence. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient .servant, 
R. K. CALL. 

Hon. J. R. PoiNSETT. 

TALLAHASSEE, January 19; 1839. 
SlR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 

21st ultimo, and, agreeably to your reqne&t, I have authorized Captain 
Peyton, of the Quartermaster's Department, to take possession of the public 
buildings at St. Mark's. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. K. CALL. 

Hon. J. R. PoiNSETT, 

Secretary of War. 

TALLAHASSEE, .lJfarch 26, 1839 .. 
SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the· 

1st instant; enclosing a copy of one to General Taylor, reqnf'sting him to~ 
authorize me" to call into service a militia force, of not exceeding three 
hundrrd men, in cases of emergency." You may rest assured, sir, that 
I shall carefully avoid the least abuse of the authority you have conferred· 
on me, and that I shall in no case call troops into service when it shall not, , 
in my opinion, be necessary to prevent a recurrence of the outrages and. 
murders which have s9 frequently been committed on the d~fenceless in· 
habitants of the frontier. The recent occurrences in this neighborhood! 

10 
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must convince you of the necessity of my being invested with the power 
you have conferred on me. · 

I enclose you, herewith, a copy of my correspondence · with General 
Taylor and the officers of the local militia, on the subject of the defence of 
the frontier, accompanied by a special message to the Legislative Council, 
communicated five days before the commencement of the late depredations 
in the vicinity. 

I beg leave ;nost respectfully to invite your particular attention to these 
documents; they will give you a faithful account of the situation of this 
Territory. I am well satisfied, sir, of your disposition to do every thing in 
your power for the defence of the people of Florida, and I deem it necessary 
that you should be correctly informed on the subject. · 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. K. CALL. 

Hon. J. R. PoiNSETT, 
Secretary of War. 

ExECUTIVE OFFicE, 
Tallahassee, F'ebruary 1, 1539. 

Sra: 1 transmit herewith a copy of my correspondence with the Secre­
tary of War, so far as it has not already been published, and a copy of my 
correspondence with General ~raylor, in conformity with a resolution of the 
Senate, passed on the 21st ultimo. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant; 
R. K. CALL, 

Governor of Florida. 
rro the PRESIDENT of the Senate. 

DEPARTMENT oF WAR, April25, 1838. 
SrR: Within the last two or three months the department has several 

times received intelligence of depredations committed by the Indians in 
Middle Florida, and has called the attention of General Jesup to them, and 
given particular directions for the_ defence of that portion of the Territory. 
Recent information of further depredations renders it necessary that some 
further steps should be taken; and I have the honor to inform you that the 
commanding officer in Florida has this day b~en written to, and directed to 
send an officer of rank and intelligence to that section, with such part of 
the regular force as can be spared, for the purpose of preventing a repetition 
ofthose depredations, and, if possible, to capture or destroy the lawless ma­
rauders who commit them. The regular force that this officer may be able 
to take with him may not be sufficient for the accomplishment of the objects 
in view, and it may therefore be necessary for him to apply to your excel­
lency for a portion of the militia to aid him. In this event, I am instructed 
by the President to request that you will place at his disposal such an 
amount of force of this description as he may require, to serve three months 
unless sooner €lischarged. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
S. COOPER, Acting Secretary of War. 

His Excellency R. K. CALL, 
Governor of Florida. 
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TALLAHASSEE: May 12, 1838. 

SrR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
26th ult., in which you inform me of the measures recently adopted by the 
W ur Department for the defence of the frontier of Middle Florida. It will 
afford me great pleasure to comply with the directions of the President to 
furnish such militia force as may be reqnired by the officer placed in com­
mand of the frontier for the protection of its inhabitants. This I have ever 
done on the requisition of General Jesup, and I should do injustice to that 
valuable officer were I not to acknowledge the zealous efforts he has at all 
times made, with the means he possessed, to ctefend our citiz~ns from the 
attacks of the enemy. At my request, he recently ordered to St. Mark's six 
cornpauies of the 6th regiment of infantry, which are now on duty in Mid­
dle Florida. rrhis force is now principally employed against the Creek In­
dians, who, after having surrendered and agreed on a day for their embar­
cation for the west1 suddenly abandoned their camp at night, and fled pre­
cipitately, leaving most of their baggage behind them. They were nomi­
nally in charge of a guard of ten men, which was ail the foroe I had to con­
trol them. About thirty of the women and ,children still remain in camp, 
and appear to be perfectly satisfied. 1"hey inform me that the otherS' were 
induced to fly, from an apprehension created by some designing white men 
that it was my intention to destroy the men and confine the women in 
chains. The chief, at his departure, avowed his determination to malw his 
way to the Seminoles, and they retreated in that direction. But the neces­
sary preparations have been made to intercept them, and I entertain hopes 
that they may be captured or destroyed. Their flight created great appre­
hension among the neighboring inhabitants; and 1 was under the necessity 
of ordering out a portion of the militia for their protection. They were all 
discharged, however, in a few days, with the exception of two detachments, 
which are still in service. One of them is employed in guarding a pass on 
the Ocklockney river, to prevent the escape of the Creeks to the east; and 
the other in guarding the prisoners, and in preventing an intercourse be­
tween the Creeks; and the Apalachicola Indians, some of whom fled with the 
Creeks. 'l'hey are without an agent., and, finding them greatly excited, I 
deemed it most prudent to receive a few of their warriors into service, with 
a small detachment of white men, whom I placed there to give confidence 
to the timid and restrain ~he vicions. I adopted this course after a personal 
examination of the si.tuation of these Indians, and from a conviction of its 
necessity; there being no officer or troops of the Government near enough 
to produce nny effect in that quarter. I hope the measure will be approved 
by the department. 

I am, sjr, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. K. CALL. 

Captain S. CooPER, 
Acting Secretary of War . . 

D EP AR'l'MENT OF WAR, May 20, 1838. 
StR: 1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt• of your letter of the 

12th instant, expressing your readiness to comply with the requisition, 
made upon you, by direction of the President, for such militia force as the 
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officer charged with the defence of Middle Florida may find it necessary to 
call for ·; advising of the flight of the Creek Indians assembled for emigra­
tion to the west; of the consequent alarm of the citizens, and of the meas­
ures you have tnken for their protection) consisting of the employment of a 
portion of the militia and of the Apalachicola Indians. These measures you 
express a wish may be approved by the department, under the impression, 
it is presumed, that such approval will legally entitle the troops so employed 
to compensation frorn the United States. 

'l'he la\vs relating to the employment of militia and volunteers prohibit 
the payment of any by the Government, except those regularly mustered 
into, or out of, the service of the United ~Hates, under directious from the 
President, the Secretary of War, or a general officer of the regular army; so 
that the formal approval by the department of the measures alluded to wonld 
not effect the object for which it is inferred you desire it. The only way, 
therefore, in which the department could legally bind itself for the payment 
of the troops in question would be, to have mustered into the service those 
still employed, and to have mustered out those who have been dismissed, if 
they would assemble for that purpose; and General Taylor, who has fnll 
power, under his instructions, to employ such an amount of force, and to 
make all othn arrangements necessary for the defence of Floridn, will be 
written to, and authorized to adopt the above course. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

His Excellency R. K. CALL, 

Governor of FLorida. 

J . .R. POINSET'r. 

TALLAHASSEE, May 20, 1838. 
St R: I have the honor to enclose ymt, herewith, copies of letters which I 

have just received from many highly respectable citiz~ns of West Florida, 
informing me of the re-appearance of the Indians in that quarter. Whether 
they are a part of those who lately escaped from Apalnchicola river, or 
whether it is a different party which has more recently arrived from Ala­
bama, I am unable to decide. But I am disposed to believe they are of the 
latter, as the former were trailed, in the opposite direction, as far east as 
the Ocklockney river, in the neighborhood of which, it is believed, they 
still are. · 

Yon will perceive, from the enclosed documents, that the appearance of 
an enemy in that sparsely populnted district has given rise to nmch excite­
ment among the people, and that they, as it is natural they should do, have 
called llpon the Executive for protection. The laws of the Territory, in 
snch cases, have made it my dnty to order ont the militia for their defence. 
This duty I have hitherto performed whenever the occasion has required it. 
And, notwithstanding- the embarrassment which has resulted to me and the 
troops I have employt.d, by the delay of the Government in paying them 
for services rendered under my orders, I should not now hesitah~ in pursu­
ing the same course, if I had the means of supplying them with fornge and 
provision ; but this I find impossible. That section of country wllich is 
threatenP-d with danger was, during the last summer, overrun by the Creek 
Indians. 1'he inhabitants were unable to cnltivate their plantations, nntl 
the country is in CJnsequence destitute of supplies. I should call on the as-
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sistant quartermaster of thP- United States army at this place to furnish the 
necessary articles, as he has done heretofore on all similnr occasions for the 
last eighteen months, but he has recently informed me that he declines fur­
nishing any thing on my requisition for the 'I't·rritorial troops not regularly 
mustered into the service of the United States. On the occasion alluded 
to, I teudered the com1nand of the troops I had raised to Major Dearborn, 
the senior officer of the United States army in Middle Florida. He declined 
accepting ot them, on the gronnd that he had no authority so to do. l then 
requested him to order the assistant qnarterrnaster to furnish them with th~ 
necessary supplies. rrhis he also declines doing, for the same reason ; and I 
have been compelled to purchase supplies for these troops on my own credit 
and that of the Territory, while there is a Ur.:1ited States quartermaster and 
a pnblic depot of stores within twenty mi]P.s of the place where they are re­
quired. I am aware, sir, that the payment or non-payment for these sup­
plies, by the Government, may hereafter be made a grave question ; but, so 
long as my private fortune will enable me to save a single family from de­
struction, it shall be freely expended. rl'his: however, is too limited to be 
of much avail; and in the case in which I am now called on for protection, 
when the whole resources of the conntry have been exhausted, I regret 
that l can do no more than report the circumstances to the proper depart-

, meut of the Government. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Captain SAMUE:L CooPER, 
.Acting Secretary of War. 

R. K. CALL. 

\\TAR DEPARTMENT, June 2, 1838. 
SrR: I have had the honor to receive your letter of the 20th ultimo. and 

its enclosures, on the subject of the appea.rance of Indians in West Flo~ida; 
of the fears of the inhabitants of depredations from them; and of their desire 
tB he protected. by a military force. 

From your letter, it appears that your exce!lency is still under a misap­
prehension as to the power of the department to make provision for the 
subsistence and payment of milit1n called ont by you f~H the defeuce of 
Florida. rrhis is !lOt a matter in whicll the department Call exercise its 
discretion, it being limited to makin,g provision for the maintenance of those 
troops only which are regularly mustered into tbe service, and for the pay­
meut of those so mustered into or ont of the service, under directions from 
the Presid8nt, the Secreta1y of War, or a generaJ..ofiicer of the United States 
army. It is still fnrther restricted by the means to provide for but a very 
limited force, as it is with the greatest difficulty that appropriations can be 
obtained of Congress for even the smallest possible amount of force neces­
sary for the execution of . its duty of protecting the inhabitants ot Florida 
and elsewhere. Hence the necessity of vesting the calling out of troops, 
and taking- other measures involving expense for the defence of Florida, 
only in the general in commund there. Ample authority has been given 
to General Taylor to take every measure in his power to atf<ll'd prot_ecrion 
to the inhabitants of that Territory, as yon hav0 already· been advised; and 
it would save time cllld risk if, in nll exigencies of the kind presented in 
your letter, yQu would apply to him for the necessary force, wlten he could 
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either regularly raise additional force, so that it could be maintained and 
paid without difficulty by the United States, or move to the point where it 
is required a portion of that already in service; and thus save the heavy 
expense of employing nP.w troops. 

Immediately on the receipt of your letter, yesterday, General Taylor was 
advised of the grounds for apprehending disturbances in West Florida; and 
he will, without doubt, take such measures in reference thereto as the cir­
cumstances may require. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

His Excellency R. K. GALL, 

Governor oj Florida. 

. J. R. POINSE'rT. 

HEADQUARTERS, ARMY 01<, FLORIDA, 

Camp Walker, (35 miles S. E. of Tampa,) May lS, 1838. 
SIR: The command of the regular troops and the militia properly mus­

tered into the service of the United States, in Florida, having this moment 
been turned over to me by Major General Jesup, in compliance with in­
structions from general hearlquarters of the army, and, as a matter of. 
conrse, the management of the war ngain&t the Seminoles and other Indian::; 
in this 'rerritory having devolved on me, I deem it to be my duty to com­
municate with yon in relation to the same, and hope to receive your co-oper­
ation, and all the information you mny be able to give me, which may in 
any way tend to its successful and speedy tercHination. 

I should very much like, were it in my power to do so, to have a personal 
interview with yon, as many subjects might be discus5ed and decided on, 
in regard to cnrrying on said war: which cannot be so well done by letter; 
and would visit Tallahassee for that purpose, did my engagements and 
health, w,hich is not very good at this moment, permit. 

My first object during the sickly season will be to afford protection to 
the persons and property of the exposed frontier inhabitants of the conn try, 
and preserve, as far as it can be done, the health of the troops for active 
operations, as soon as the season will justify the measure; and I flatter my­
self that I shall, for the most part, be able to effect the first with the regular 
troops placed under my orders, (which amotmt to twenty-six companies·of 
infantry, and four of dragoons:) us soon as they can be placed in the several 
positions they should occupy, and that portiOn of the 6th infantry, recently 
ordered to St. Mark's to aid in emigrating some refugee Creeks who are 
somewhere in Middle Florida, get through with that dnty, which, I trust, 
has or will be very soon successfully accomplished. 

It appears to me that, in the first place, the hostiles shonld all be driven 
to the east and south of St. Augustine and the road leading from rrampa 
Bay to Fort King and Garey's Ferry, and kept there until they could be 
forced to emigrate. Could the first be done (which there is no doubt of) it 
would at once relieve the settlements of every portion of Florida worth 
protecting, and, cutting off all intercourse with them by land and water, 
would, in a very short time, compel them to leave the country, which can· 
not be accomplished by coercion, for some time at least, and then at an 
enormous expense of life (owing to the climate) as well as of treasure; but 
on this subject I shall be ever ready to change my views, .the moment I 
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am convinced that they are erroneous or founded in error. I am now here 
engaged in collecting a portion of the Seminoles for emigration, where I 
expect to be detained some eight or ten days, when I shall proceed to Tampa, 
and from then ce to visit the several posts to the north and east of that 
place, within the limits of my command. There are now in my camp three 
hundred and thirty Seminoles, men, women, and children, and thirty-five 
negroes; among the former are many of their principal men. Should I 
sncceed in getting them to leave the country without having to resort to 
force, I feel confident the greater portion of that tribe now out will very 
soon follow them, and hope the most of the Mickusukies, Tallahassees, 
&c., will ere long follow their example. 

With great respect and esteem, your obedient servant, 
Z. TAYLOR, 

Brig. General U. 8 . .B.rrny, cornrnanding. 
His Excellency R. K. CALL, 

Governor of Florida. 

TALLAHASSEE, June 26, 1838. 
SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 

lStl1 ultimo. I congratulate you on your snccession to the command of 
the army in Florida, and I assnre you it will afford me great pleasure to 
co-operate with you in the prosecution of the war against the Seminoles, 
and to render you any service in my power to bring it to a speedy and 
successful termination. I shonld be happy to have a personal interview 
with you, and will endeavor to visit your hef\dqnarters before the opening 
of the next campaign. Your plans for the summer are such, generally, as 
prudence and judgment would dictate; 'The preservation of the health of 
the troops is reqtiired by humanity, as well as policy, in order to render 
them efficient at the opening of tl'le campaign in the fall. Bnt I entertain 
a belief that the enemy may be greatly harassed during the summer, with­
out much expense or inconvenience to the troops. It has been reported to 
me (bnt I cannot vouch for the correctness of the intelligence) that the In­
diaus are cultivating corn at the old town on the Withlacoochie. A de­
tachment of 500 mounted men, by a prompt and energetic movement, 
could, in a very few days, overrun all that section of conutry, surprise the 
Iridians in exposed situations, and in sm11ll partie~, before th8y could es~ape 
or imbody in the swamps; many of them might be killed or captured, and 
their crops, if they have any, destroyed . . Such result would produce on 
them a much more decided nnd favorable impression than those arising 
from the most successful defensive measures, and would be in accordance 
with that part of your plan in which yon propose to drive the enemy south 
of St. Augustine: and east of the road from Fort King to rrampa Bay. 
The people of Alachua and Columbia are very anxious for this expedition: 
and I have been offered a sufficient number of volunteers ' from these coun­
ties for the service. Should you think favorably of it, you will please ad­
dress Colonel Robert Brown and Lieut. Colonel Simon Beckham, on the 
subject, at Newnansville. 1,o save time on this, as well as on all other oc­
casions, when you may require the aid of a militia or volunteer force, the 
officers of East Florida will be ordered to comply with your requisition on 
them, without the formality of applying to me, which, from the distance 
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that intervenes, must he always attended with delay. The troops of that 
section are acquainted with the enemy and the country; they are inured to 
the climate, and willing to operate during- the summer, and, I believe, may 
render a very important service. At this season of the year, the Indians 
are generally to be fonnd in the open country ; they do not expect an at­
tack, and may, therefore, be surprised by rapid movements and cut off'. 
By harassing and constantly annoying them, they will so0ner become tired 
of the war, and be contented to emigrate. The horses, at this season of 
the year, may be snhsisted on grass during an expedition of 10 or 15 days. 
Five or six hundred mounted men will be strong enough to go anywhere, 
and may harass the enemy duritJg the whole ~ummer, and leave the regu­
lar force fresh for a systematic campaign in tbe fall. I have thought proper 
to offer these suggestions for your consideration, P.nd hope you w1ll call on 
me for any assistance I may be enabled to furnish you. 

I am; sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. K. CALL. 

General Z. TAYLoR, 
Commanding army in Florida. 

HEADQUARTERs, ARMY OF THE SouTH, 

Suwanee river, near the m.outh of Lhe Suwanneeuchee, 
Camp Gilmer, Ware couuty, Georgia, July 14, 1838. 

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
26th ultimo, and th<mk you for your congratulatiOns on my succession to the 
commaud in Florida, which, 1 am free to say, was neither asked for nor 
desired, as there is but little to be acquired in the way of reputation, whether 
succe~sful or otherwise. I have, however, entered on the dnties appertain­
ing to the same with zeal, if not with ability; and shall leave nothmg tlll· 
done, so far as devotion and exertion go, to bring the war to a speedy ter· 
mination ; and~ at the same time, will relinquish, with more pleasure, the 
command to any one the Government may think proper to supersede me 
than I felt on assuming it. I also thank you for the prompt manner you 
have ordered the militia of East Florida to aid me, should I require their 
services, without n formal calling on the Executive, as well as your willing­
ness to co-operate with me in any other way which may have the eifect"of 
terminating the war in question. On the subject of a movement by tbe 
militia of Alachua and Columbia cotlllties against the Indians, snpposed to 
be planting on the Withlacoochie, alluded io by you, I have to state that 
Lieutenant Colonel Harney was ordered, previous to the receipt of your 
communication, to examine (with the draguons) that section of country. It 
is, therefore, unnecessary for them to make such an expedition. I deem it 
bad policy to order the militia out, without the chances are greatly in favor 
of their effecting something against the enemy; as every failure serves not 
only to discourag-e them, but to e~11bolden the latter, as well us to bring into 
disrepute with the country that description of force; and as there is no cer­
tainty of the hostiles even beiug in that qnarter, I consider the ascertain­
ing that fact had better be lef't to the regular troops. Notwithstanding no 
one entertains a higher opinion than I do of the zeal, devotion, and cour­
age of the militia of Florida, yet I am decidedly opposed to calling into the 
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service any portion of those of East Florida, farther than as guides and 
~pies; for, were they to perform the duties which ought to be required of 
them, they must be removed from their families, leaving them at the mercy 
of the hostiles, besides interfering with the cultivation of their plantations, 
whieh should be encouraged by the GovernnJent, even should it be neces­
sary to do so by granting a moderate bounty on every bushel of corn they 
raised, be.'lidcs affording-them every possible prot«~ction, whi.ch, if it cannot 
be done by the regular troops, should be done by the militia taken from the 
most poJJnlons pa!ts of the 'I'erritory, where no danger is to be apprehended, 
or from the adjoining States. But employing the militia of East Florida to 
carry on the war, which must be done to the total neglect of agriculture, 
Will produce consrquences little short of its being overrun by the enemy. 

As the immense extent of country over which the few inhabitants are 
scattered, and the distances many of them are from water communication, 
where depots may be mRde, the making np of the enemy into small parties, 
and locating themselves in swamps nnd hammocks, where it is almost impos­
sible to reaeh them, and the difficulty of transporting- provisions alone to sus­
tain the troops employed for their protection, would almost justify the aban­
donment of the country1 the speediest and most effectual way of termi­
nating this war would be, in my humble opinion, by encouraging the 
settlement ef the conn try by every means .. 

In consequence of a number of Indians having taken refuge in the Oke· 
fenokee swamp, I have located one company of dragoons and one of infantry 
at this point, and shall establish one company of infantry midway between 
this and Trader's hill, and one of dragcons on the opposite side of this, in 
the neighborhood of Waresboro'. 

This force, I flatter myself, in addition to a company of militia just organ­
ized along the line between Georgia and Florida, near the " Okefenokee," 
(to net as guides and spies,) will afford ample protection to the exposed in­
habitnuts around and nenr the same. Should this not be the case, such ad­
ditional companies of militia as may be necessary will be called into service 
from the State of Georgia. The regular troops have not, nor will they be, 
kept in action during the summer, but will be kept constautly employed in 
hara~sing and cutting up the enemy wherever he can be reached. Lieu­
tenant Colonel Harney has just returned from an expedition np the St. 
John's, (some SO or 100 miles from Black creek:) he "reports" (aftPr the 
most minute examination of the country in that quarter) that he did not 
discover the sign of a single Indian, and is ind11ced to believe that they have 
abandoned that portion of the Territory. Whenever the season arrives for 
carrying on systematic operations against the enemy, I expect to be under 
the necessity of calling- for a small mDitia force to aid me in my operations; 
in which event, l sbull require them mostly to serve on foot, as it may be 
necessary to use the axe full as much as the rifle or mnsket, as it may be 
found necessary to open many roads for military purposes along the sea­
coast, from St. Murk's to the mouth of the Suwanee, and between the lat­
ter river, the Ochlawnha, and the Withlacoochie, should the enemy attempt 
to occupy those sections of country. I can assure you that it will afford me 
great pleasure to have a personal interview with you at any time or place, 
but more particularly so at my headquarters, should it meet yonr conveni­
ence; as I should like to avail myself of your better knowledge of the coun­
try occupied by the hostiles, as well as the best mode of carrying on the war 
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against them, so as to bring it to a speedy close, which could be so much 
better done by a personal interview than by letter. 

I am, with great respect, your excellency's obedient servant, 
Z. '"rAYLOR, 

Brevet Brigadier General U. 8. army, co1nmanding. 
To His Excellency the GovERNOR OF FLoRIDA. . 

P. S.-I leave this place shortly for rrampa Bay. 

HE~DQ.UARTU::Rs, ARMY or•' THE SouTH, 
Fort White, July 18, 1638. 

SrR: I have received a communication from the Department of War, 
under date of 30th .May, 1838, enclosing a copy of a letter to your excellen· 
cy, on the subject of the employment of militia by the United States, refer­
ring the matter to me, with power to employ such an amount of force, and 
to make nll other arrangements necessary for the defence of Florida. As 
regards the mustering in and out of service detachments of volunteers called 
out by your excellency, so as to entitle them to compensation, I have the 
honor to inform you that Major Dearborn, commanding in Middle Florida, 
has been charged by me with this duty, and will muster in nnd out such 
troops as he may require: and, in reference to the past, he will muster 
out (they agreeing to assemble for that purpose) all such as in his opin­
ion were necessary, who have rendered services which should entitle them 
to compensation. 

No one can feel more than I do for the sufferings and privations to which 
the people of Florida have been subjected in the course of this most unfor­
tunate war, or more deeply sympathize with them for the loss, on many 
occasions, of relatives and friends. This state of things, and similar occur­
rences, may continue for some time, particularly in E<ist Florida, owing to 
the sparse population, and the consequent advantages which the enemy, 
who are broken into small parties: have of harassing them ; the innumer­
ble swamps and hammocks in the rear offering to the Indian a secure re· 
treat: almost impenetrable to the white man. -Notwithstanding this, how­
ever, I cannot see the propriety of mustering iuto the service a regiment or 
regimr.nts of the militia for the protection of their own homes, as it is im­
possible to establish a garrison at every man's door. 

Believing, as I do, that there are nearly, if not quite, enough regular troops 
in the Territory to give to the inhabitants such security as they eught to 
expect from the General Government: (to afford which nothing shall be 
omitted on my part, or that of the troops I command,) 1 am now about to 
return to Tampa Bay to attend to my duties in that quarter. There 1 shall 
be happy to hear from your excellency~ and to communicate as well as co­
operate with you in any measures for the safety of the citizens of the Ter-
ritory. , 

With great respect, I have the honor to be, your excellency's most obedi­
ent servant, 

Z. '"rAYLOR, 
Brevet Brig. Gen. U. 8. A. commanding. 

r-ro His Excellency the GovERNOR OF' FLoRI uA. 
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HEADQUARTERs, ARMY OF THE SouTH, 

· Fort Brooke, August 8, 1838. 
SrR: I have the honor t.:> inform you that Lieutenant Colonel Green has 

jnst been authorized to call upon Y'Jur excellency for such force as be may 
deem necessary for the protection of the inhabitants of Middle Florida, to 
serve on foot or on horseback, as in his opinion may be most advisable By 
instrcctions from the SecrPtary of '"' ar, received last mail, such force must be 
mustered as draughted militia. I had hoped that that part of the 6th infan­
try under command of Captain Hutter, together with the volunteer force re­
cently taken into service west of the Suwanee, would have been sufficient 
to have afforded ample protection to our citizens in that section of country, 
as it hns been from the time Major Dearborn was placed in command, 
to the late tragical occurrence. I flatter myself, however, that, with such 
militia force as Colonel Green may require, and which, I make no doubt, 
your excellency will promptly furnish, he will succeed in captnring and 
destroying portions, if not the whole, of the enemy. 

I will endeavor to have a personal interview with you, if po~sible, in the 
course of ten or fifteen days, to consult upon the best means for the present 
and future protection of the country, and the best method calculated for dri­
ving the Indians therefrom. 

W1th high respect, your obedient servant, 
Z. TAYLOR, 

Brevet Brig. Gen. U. S. A. commanding. 
To His Excellency Governor CALL. 

TALLAHASSEE, August 17, 1838. 
Sra: I have just received your letter of the 8th instant: with wh'ich I am 

highly gratified. The safety of this frontier requires that the commanding 
officer should be invested with the authority which you have conferred on 
Lieutenant Colonel Green, and I shall be ready at all times to comply with 
his requisition. In anticipation of your approval of the measure, before the 
receipt of your letter, and after the recent murders on the frontier, l organ· 
ized a force fur its protection, which I hope will be adequate to the service 
required. Through the courtesy of Colonel Green, these troops have been 
promptly supplied, and the npprehensions of the exposed settlers have been 
quieted by their presence. Had he arrived sooner, one family at least would 
hnve been saved from butchery. On rhe first appearance of danger, 1 or­
dered a detachment of volunteers, raised for the occasion, to take a position 
at the lowest settlement on the Ocklockney river, as a guard for that fron­
tier. They repaired promptly to the station assigned them, but, owing to 
the refusal of the quartermaster to furnish them with supplies, and the sub­
seqtwnt refusal of Major Dearborn to receive ttwm into service, they were 
compelled to retire. In consequence of which: the Indians afterwards at­
tacked and murdered the family at the very house where these troops were 
stationed. I feel every confidence in the belief that, under the authority 
now conferred on Colonel Green, with his zeal for the service, few instan­
ces of the kind will again nccur. Active aud energetic operations are now 
in progress by the regular troops and volunteers under the command of 
Colonel Green, against the fugitive Creek Indians; and I hope, in a short 



[ 278] 156 

time, they will be destroyed or driven from their present positiOn. A fe\V 
days since, some 30 or 40 of them robbed two houses on the Appalachicola 
river. A small party of mounted men, inferior in number, gave active pur­
suit, and succeeded in recapturing nearly nll the property-they had plun­
dered; but their force was not sufficient to enable them tu pursue the enemy 
to any great distance, and they were compelled to return. .£\!ot only the 
safety of the frontier settlemeuts, but the evil example which they present 
to the Apalachicola bands, requires that the Creeks should be destroyed or 
expelled from their neighborhood without delay. I have just returned from 
a visit to these bands; I find them generally, at present, well disposed, and 
they profess a willingness to emigrate on the 20th October, the time stipulated 
in the treaty. But if the Creeks can hold out against us, and are permitted, 
with impunity: to plunder and destroy almost in their presenc0, we have 
reasons to apprehend that the Apalachicola Inriians will, when urw~d to 
remove, reinforce them with one hundred warriors no less desperate than 
themselves. 1 think it, therefore, highly important that the most vigorous 
pursnit of the Creeks be continued nutil they are captured or destroyed. I 
would also suggest -the propriety of stationing a respectable force on the 
Apalachicola river, in the neighborhood of the Indian towns, a short time 
before the day appointed for the removal of these Indian~, to be employed 
against them if necessary. This force might be furnished by the regular 
troops or volunteers. I am gratified to learn that yon propose visiting this 
place ; I shall be happy to see you~ and will postpone my intended trip to 
Washington until after your arrival, although I had intended to set out on 
Thursday next. The frontier, with the defence of which Colonel Green 
is charged, extends from the Apalachicola to the Suwanee, a distance of 
more than 150 miles. '1-..,o give it protection, the troops under his commi'lnd 
mu:::.t necessarily be extended along the whole line in such numbers as will 
enable them to drive off the small bands into which the Indians are divided, 
and cover the most expnsed settlemeuts. In doing this, there will seldom be 
more than one company at any station, and wmerally a much smaller force. 
Tallahassee being a central position, and one from whence orders may IJe 
most conveniently sent, and reports received~ I have recommended Colonel 
Green to make his headqnarters at this place, which will, no doubt, meet 
with yonr approbation. 

I am, very respectfnlly, your obedient servant, 
R. K. CALL. 

Gen. Z. TAYLOR, 
Commanding army of Florida. 

HEADQUARTERS, ARMY OF THE SouTH, 

Tallahassee, Florida, August 20, 1838. 
GoVERNOR: At the moment I was leaving St. Mark's for this place, yes­

terday, your letter of thn 17th instant, in relation to murders recently com­
mitted on our citizens by the T ndi.ans, was handed me; in reply to which, 
I have to state that the measures adopted by you I was gratifjed to learn 
had restored confidence, and quieted the apprehensions of the frontier 
settlers on the Ocklockney and in that direction, and, I flatter myself, wiJl 
prevent similar o~currences. 
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It had been hoped by myself, as well as by my predecessor, that the six 

companies of infantry ordered to this part of Florida, and measurably placed 
under your directioti, would have given the necessary protection to the per­
sons and property of the inh<-lbitants in this quarter: hence instrnctions 
were given to ~lajor Dearborn, commanding west of the Suwanee, not to 
rec.eive any additional militia force to those already in service, unless, in 
his opinion, it was absolutely necessnry to do so for the immediate safety of 
that portion of country under his orders; which instruction 1 felt bound to 
give him, from instructions received from general headquarters. There­
fore, no blame can be rightly attached to that valuable officer. Bnt matters 
have unfortunately changed since that period; and I trust that every means 
in our power, both regular and militia, will be used against the enemy, 
until he is captured, destroyed, or driven from the country. They are now 
broken np into small parties, and scattered from thP. Apalacrncola to Florida 
points, and from the Gulf of Mexico to the Okefenokee, in Georgia, secreting 
themselves in (to the white man) almost impenetrable swamps and ham­
mocks, from which they rally and destroy every defenceless family and un­
suspecting traveller that falls in their way; immediately after which they 
fly into their fastnesses and hiding-plac~s for security, where we have been 
seldom able to follow and overtake them. This description of warfare, the 
most troublesome, vexutious: and distressing, (being waged on helpless 
women and children,) is now carried on, not only around the greatec por­
tion, and through the centre, of the settled parts of the country, but extends 
along the borders, and into the State of Georgia. Had these Indian towns, 
villages, or habitations, which they would defend, or ~auld they be brought 
to battle, at every disadvantage, in their swamps and hammocks, the war 
would soon be brought to a close, no matter at what sacrifice of life on the 
part o_f the officers and soldiers of tlte regulur army serving in Florida, as 
well as on the part of a large portion of the citizells of the 'rerritory; which 
sacrifice, l feel confident, would be cheerfully made. But, unfortunately, 
the policy of these people is now to keep out of our way, which the nature 
of the conn1ry ~nables them to do, leaving it to the climate to fight their 
battles, which has proved mOJe fatal to the white man than the rifle and 
scalping-knife, and, consequently, is more to be dreaded; and if nature has 
so organized· them as to make them fleeter of foot than the white man, and 
give them a country where they leave no trac.es when tbey fly-if w~e can­
uot overtake them, it is onr misfontune, and not our fault. 

Under this state of things, l have suggested to the department the pro­
priety of employing• the blood -hound of; Cnba., with sever;tl ~paniards 
accus.torned to manage them, to aid. us in ferreting: out the enemy, to be 
used-alone as trackers to . enable us to come up with them; and 1 would, bo 
glatl to bnve yam~ opinion in regard to this measure, and, if approved, yonr 
iufiuence in carrying; the same into effect, in tbe first instance; barely as an 
e,Xiperirnent. I would also be glad if you would communicate your views 
as to the number of Indians-west of the Suwanee, other than those in the 
Okefenokee, including the runaway Creeks, TaUabassees, and the Apalachil' 
colas; designating the number of warriors in each band, the position they 
occupy, and the number of troops .necessai·y to drive themlfrom the nejgh .. 
borhood of the sett,Jements; and the several points to concentrate the forces 
for the object in question, as well as any other views you may thiuk proper 
to communicate in relation to the same. 
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Colonel Green will make his headquarters (as you suggest) in this place, 
and will consult with you from time to time, and adopt such measures as 
may be deemed necessary for the security and protection of the persons 
and property of the citizens of Middle Florida. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Z. TAYLOR, 

Brevet Brig. Gen., U.S. A., commanding. 
His Excellency R. K. CALL. 

TALLAHASSEE, August 21, 1838. 
Sra: The deep interest I feel in the termination of the war with the 

Seminole Indians, and the length of time through which it has been 
protracted, induce me to address you on the subject, and to offer such sug­
gestions for its future prosecution as have been presented to my view from 
an attentive observation of its whole progress. It is now near three years 
since the commencement of this harassing and disastrous conflict ; and 
although many battles have been fought, and many of the enemy have been 
killed or captured, a force still remains which, from the nature of the 
country, no less than from the character of the enemy, forbids the hope that 
it will terminate, under the present system, without a long and continued 
struggle, a vast increase in the loss of life, and expenditure of the public 
treasure. In the progress of this war, our best generals and the best ap­
pointed armies have been employed with little success, although all has 
been done which skill, energy, and untiring perseverance could accomplish. 
The object which we sought has not been obtained. So far from removing 
the Indians from the land of their uativity, our frontier settlements have 
receded before the fire and sword of the eriemy; and his dominion has 
been extended over a large scope of country, from which the white man 
has been expelled. The destruction of the hou~es and other property of 
our citizens has caused thP-m to retire farther into the interior 6f the settle­
ments, to seek for shelter and for subsistence. They cannot, like the sav­
age, feed on roots and game, with no other covering than the heavens to 
sh~ter them. Such, too, is the situation of our soldiers; without the food 
to which they have been aecustomed, they are unable to perform service. 
Their supplies are procured from a distance, and are carried into the inte­
rior with great difficulty and expense. 'rhe most secure hiding-places of 
the enemy cannot be penetrated, except on foot: hence, the provision of 
the soldier must be carried in his knapsack; and when his supply is ex­
hausted, he is compelled to retire from the want of food, leaving the enemy 

. in undisturbed possession of his native fortress. It is not from numbers, 
superior ·bravery, or skill in the use of arms, that the Seminole has thus long 
been enabled to resist our power; but from the nature of the country which 
he inhabits, the difficulty of procuring supplies for our army, the ~effect of 
the climate on his pursuers, and his art and success in evading pursuit. 
Experience has taught him that he has only to avoid battle, and the most 
numerous and best appointed army, conducted with all the skill and energy 
necessary for success, will be exhausted and subdued by the fatigues; and 
privations of the march. SP.cure in his ability to evade pursuit, the passage 
of an army through his country excites but little apprehension : he knows 
that, from the want of supplies, it must soon retire, leaving him again 
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undisturbed master of the field. He has already experienced every calamity 
but the loss of life; his nation has been broken and dispersed into small 

. fugitive bands; his villages and houses have been burnt, his fields laid 
waste, his cattle destroyed. But the ravages of the war have left him an 
unsubdued wanderer, armed for destruction: every swamp and every ham· 
mock gives him shelter and gives him food. The wild potato, the wild 
arrow root, the cabbage-tree, the palmetto, and the brier-root, everywhere 
abound: from most of these flour is extracted, by a simple process, which 
furnishes a wholesome and nutritious food. 'The woods furnish him with 
game, and the waters with an inexhaustible supply of fish: hence, want and 
famine, the attendant consequences of invasion in every other country and 
with every other peopl0, have no terror for him. The spontaneous products 
of nature supply him with abundant and congenial means of ~ubsistence ; 
the swamps and hammocks are his barriers of defence ; and, while he flies 
before invasion, his subtle stealth and cunning enable him to surprise the 
unwary traveller, and to visit the frontier settler with destructicn: when 
least expected, then is he most to be feared. And now, after a sanguinary 
conflict of near three years-after our army has swept over every portion of 
the enemy's country, and every hut and village has been destroyed-there is 
not a family along our whole line of settlements, for more than two hun­
dred miles in extent, that is not nightly exposed to destruction; and scarcely 
a week passes by without adding. to the long and melancholy list of those 
who have perished by the hand of the savage. My observations on the result 
of the measures heretofore pursued for the removal of the Indicms have 
brought me for~ibly to the conclusion that it cannot be accomplished with­
out a change of policy, so long as they are determined to resist. It is not 
by the march and countermarch of armies through the enemy's country 
that he is to be expelled ; for he has only to conceal himself for a few days, 
and the army, exhausted with fatigue and hunger, retires before him with· 
out the fire of a gun. The forest must be subdued before the enemy can be 
finally conquered; every inch of ground taken from him must be firmly held 
by permanent settlers, who will cultivate ~he soil aud make the wilderness 
their home. Uuder this system, there is every reason to believe that the savage 
would gradually retire before the approach of the civilized man; that he would 
be compelled to abandon every portion of the country which is susceptible 
@f cultivation ; and if he should still seek shelter in the barren waste and 
inhospitable everglades, the production of the soil of the interior would fur­
nish an abundant supply for the army at convenient points while operating 
against him. 

For the purpose of carrying this plan into execution, I would respectfully 
suggest the expediency of locating military colonies, under the superintend. 
ence and direction of the commanding general, on all the public lands of 
the peninsula, where the body is sufficiently large to support a population 
capabiP. of defending itself against the inroads of the enemy. Each colony 
or settlement, in the first instance, should be located in a healthy position, 
and in villages. 'rhe houses to be constructed in ~uch a manner as to give 
and receive mutual defence and protection to each other ; the men should 
be required to perform military duty within certain limits; and for the first 
year, or so long as their safety may demand it, they should be required to 
cultivate in common, and a portion of them to be constantly prepared for 
defence. During the first year, the c~lonists who should join the colony 
and enrol themselves with the commanding officer on or before a day cer· 
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tain, and continue to perform his duty faithfully, should be entitled tore · 
ceive pay and rations as the soldiers of the army. rrhey should be subject 
in every respect to the rules and articles of war, and be liable to be tried by 
a court-n1artial for insubordination or other offences; and after two years 
habitation and cultivation, and on the final emigration of the Indians, on 
the certificate of the cornmanding general, or other officer placed over them, 
that they have faithfully perf(Hmed all the duties required of them by law, 
they shall be entitled to a grant in fee-simple of one quarter section of arable 
land, to include as near as possible the improvements made by the colony; 
the right of each individual to be decided by lot. A further encourage­
ment to emigration and settlement might be given by a prospective pre­
emption law, conferring a right to purchase, at lhe Government price, one 
quarter -section of the public laud, on all able-bodied white males who would 
actually settle on or before a given day, and continue to inhabit and culti­
vate the said tract of land nntil the finC~-1 emigration of the Seminole In­
dians. Each settler under this law should be exen:pt from any other than 
the ordinary duties of a citizen, but he should be required to produce the 
certificate of the commanding officer of the district to prove the time and 
continuance of his settlemeut and improvement. Under this encouragement 
to emigration, I feel the utmost confidence that, in less than two years, there 
would not he a resting-pluce for the Indians north of the everglades; and that, 
when confined to that unwholesome and fOrnfortless region, if they nre not 
exhausted by disease or famine, thP-y will be contented to emigrate from a 
country · which can offer them no enjoyment. I entertain no doubt but that 
the adoption of this measure would be attended with entire success; that 
it would save thousands of valuable lives, and millions of public treasure. 
While the colonies am forming, and Ulltil they are ellabled to defend them· 
s.el ves, I would employ a sufficient m ilita.ry force, to escort the settlers in 
safety to their new homes, to guard the settlements, and drive the enemy 
into the everglades ; and, instead of exhausting the treasure of the Govern· 
ment, and destroying the nrmy by, frnitless and unavailing marches, in the 
vain effort to overtake and destroy them when pursuit is hopeless, I would 
endeavor to keep them in that inhospitable region as long ns they might 
prefer it to the country assigned them in the west. By occupymg healthy 
positions in the adjacent country, with military posts, and cuttit1g off all com· 
municalions with tradtHS who have and may continue to supply their wants, 
they would be cornpelled. from necessity to emigrate.. From no data in my 
possession am I able to form a correct estimate of the number of Indians 
yet remai11ing in the country; but I have believed that their force, as well 
as their cbnracter, hc:ts been, aud still is, calculated too low. I have given 
you hastily· my views of the best mode of expelling them; but I shall be 
happy Lo afford y.ou every assistance in my power to prosecute uny plan 
'Which may be adopted to relieve the country from their presence. 

Lam, sir, \'ery respectfully, your obedient servant1 
R. K. CALL. 

General Z. TAYLOR, 
Commanding the army of Florida. 

WAsHINGTON, October 4, 1839: 

SIR: 1 was pleas< d to hea.r, fmm the conversation 11 had the honor 
of holding with you this morning, that you had already anticipated the 
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proposition which I bnd offered for reestablishing- the inhabitants of Florida 
who have been driven from their homes by the Indians. 

There is every disposition ou the part of that portion of the people to 
retu_rn to the cultivation of the fields . from which they have beeu so long 
bamsheu, aud to contribute every thi11-g in their power, in aid both of the 
offims;i ve a11d defensive mea~ures of the Ge>vernmeut, against the common 
enemy. 1Jnri11_g tile present year, ma_ny of them, at the hazard of their 
lives and of all they had left from the ravag-es of the enemy, returned to 
their former places of resiLience, and planted their crops; hut, after they 
wen'l more than half made, tiJ y were compelle<i to retire before the et1emy, 
and ahamlnn tl1e fruits of their labor. Tltis, however, would not have oc­
curred nndt' l' n proper military orgauization, which would have giveu mu­
tual aid and pro~ection to each other. 

The qu•uJtiLy of land. prepared for cnltivation on the frontier, particularly 
in the counties of Columbia and Abdutn, including the plantations of the 
large proprietors which have beeu ahanrJouecl, (and ~ill not, probably, be 
occnpied aud _s:nltivated by slaves durit1g- the continnauce of the war,) is 
sufficient to afford employment and snprort for a number of men, 11ot only 
adeq11ate to their own defence, but for the protection of the frontier. By 
occupying this section of country, tlte IndiatJs would be driven within 1110re 
narrow liutits, and would be greatly disconra~ed hy seeing thut which they 
had conq11ered restored to the possessJOtJ of the white mnn. Another ad­
vautage which wonld result to the Goverumeut from pursuing this measure 
wonld be the quantity of grain which would be raised in the country con­
v:enient to the seat of war, iu the eve11t of auother campaign, and the sub­
SIStt•nce which would be thus fur11ished for au increased emigration during 
a not IJer year. 

For the purpose of carrying thi~ plan i·nro execution, I propose that Gen­
eral Hernaudt-'z, or snch other nfficer of the Florida militia as may be des-­
ignated for that serviee, be authnrizPd, under the orders and direction ot the 
commanding geueral, to receive into the service of the United States, for 
twelve months-, uu!Pss sootJer disdtarg~'d, sncb able-bodied men (uot to ex­
ceed a brigade) in East Florida as nlily enrol themselves, including the 
present frontier settlers, and such as have been driven frotn their homes, or 
others who are willing to locate themselvt'S on the line of defence, that 
the owners of plantations, if they thiu k proper to reoccupy them, shall he 
rei11stated in possessiou; and those who have none shall he locatt d on any 
waste or nnuppropria~erJ land wltic:t 111ay be prepared for cnltivation: that 
the whole :fi)rre, thus orgnnized, shall be rt>gu!arly mustered into the service 
of the Ut1ited Stntes; shall be e11titled 'to receive the pay, rations, and for-. 
age, nsnally allowed to officers and men in the service of tlte Government, 
and shall constitntc a defence for the frontier from the Atlantic to the Su­
wanee river, and as far sonth as the Witldacoochie and 1'\ew Sruyma on 
the seaboard : that all the said force, which ean nt any time be spared from. 
military operations within the limits here pre.;;cribed: shall be kept constantly 
eugaged in this service; tht>y shall be divided into companies, or such de­
tacbrnet=lts as. will he sufficient to give them security against the attacks of 
the enemy, and shall rendezvous nnd encamp at such places along the line: 
of frontier as may be designated by the commandiug general, or the imme­
diate commanding officer, whenever it may he deemed unsafe fur them to. 
reside at their homes: that the lahor of cultivation and the duties of the 
field shall be distributed as nearly as possible among the different indi-

11 
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vid.uals, and each shall have, as far as practicable, tbe benefit of his own 
labor; but that they shall at all times, whether etigaged in military service 
or in cultivation, be subject to the orders of their superiors in office, and be 
governed by the rules and articles of war. Such a force as this, organized 
on the plan proposed, would soon restore the population which has been 
driven from the country, and would form a powerful auxiliary to the army 
employed in prosecuting the war. 

For the deiimce of the frontier of Middle Floricla, extending from the 
Suwanee to the Ockloclmey, I propose the organization of a battalion, on 
the same principle, to consist of four hundred mounted men, under the com­
mand of a field officer. This force would be sufficient, und should be re­
quired, to drive out and keep the Indians entirely beyor~d the Suwanee. 
'J'his section of country being too remote from the scene of active operations 
to enable the commanding general to give it the attention and protection 
which it has and must require so long ns hostilities continue, I would re­
spectfully suggest the propriety of continuing an officer of rank oft he United 
States army in command of that frontier, with authority to receive into ser­
vice, from time to time, such force as he may deem necessary for defensive 
operations. If Lieutenant Colonel Green, of the 6th infantry, could be con­
tinued on that frontier consistently with the interest of the service, he would 
not Gnly be very efficient, but would give general sntisfaction ·and confidence. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Hon. J. R. PoiNSETT, 

Secretary oj War. 

R. K. CALL. 

TALI .. AUASSEE, Dece1nbr:r 9, 1838. 
Mv DEAR GENERAL: I returned to this place on the 7th instant, and 

had the pleasure of receiving your letter of the 22d ultimo, with its enclosure. 
I have examined your plan of operations with great interest, and consider 
it decidedly the best which can be adopted, under the circumstances, for 
the prosecution of the war. It is certainly desirable, as far as practicable, 
to curtail all unnecessary expenses ; but so far as the saf(i)ty of our fellow­
citizens is concerned-so far as it is required to save the lives of helpless 
women and chilrlren-J know you will agree with me that the expenditure 
of money cannot be regarded. You have, indeed, a !nost arduous task to 
perform in prosecuting the war, and at the same time to .give the necessary 
protection to our extensive and exposed frontier; and, with all ymH energies 
and untiring perseverance, I fear you will ericounter much difficulty in ac­
complishing this desirable ohject. I found, on my arrival here, a letter from . 
Colonel Robert Brown, of Columbia. county, dated on the }~4th ultimo, giv­
ing me an account of a most barbarou~ murder committed by the Indians 
on the family of Mr. Tiffins, consisting of himself, his wife, and two child­
ren. This distressing butchery occurred near the Ocean pond, in East 
Florida; and, having occasioned great alarm to the inhabitants, Colonel 
Bmwn informs me that he had, on the spur of the occasion, ordered out a 
.company of militia for the protection of the settlements. I have directed 
this force to be kept constantly employed in service, until you shall he able 
to provide a more permanent and efficient protection. This attack having 
been made within the county of Alachua, the organization and reception of 
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the inhabitants of that section of country into the service of the United States 
would be, I think, embraced in the instructions of the Secretary of \Var, 
under d'ate of the 8th of October, of which you have furnished me an ex­
tract. Should yon be of this opinion, I would respectfully suggest the ne­
cessity of having the contemplated organization completed without delay. 
Colonel Brown informs me that the corn crops in that section are very good, 
aud that abundant supplies may be had in that neighborhood. He is a very 
intelligent gentleman and a good officer: any duty you may assign him 
will be faithfully executed. If you could spare an officer to go over and 
organize the force on the frontier immediately, I think it most important. 
You will find Colonel Brown prepared to comply with any requisition you 
may make on him. 

I should be very hnppy to pay you a visit, and, if practicable, will do so 
when I know when and where to find you. 

You.rs, most re5pectfnlly, 
R. K. CALL. 

General TAYLOR. 

HEADQ.UAR'l'ERs, ARMY oF THE SouTH, 

Fort Prank Brooke, Deadman's Bay, Fl., Dec. 18, 1838'. 
MY DEAR SIR: I reached this place on yesterday, and a few hours after 

my arrival the steamboat brought your letter of the 9th instant. I need not 
as~ure you I was highly gratified to hear of your return to Tallahassee, at1d: 
I flatter myself, it1 improved health. 

So far as 1 deem it may be done for the security of the lives and property 
of the good people of Florida, I shall not hesitate to call out the militia. 
So soon as I heard of the murders referred to in East Florida, I nnthorized 
Colonel Twiggs (who recommended the measure) to call two companies of .. 
militia into :service, for the protection of their own firesides. To my sur· 
prise, after the authority thus given, 1 learn that he finds it difficult to raise 
them. This is somewhat singular, as I have been constantly pressed to 
org-anize that description of force. 

He l'l.lso informs me that Captain Mickle's company, raised in the vicinity 
of St. Augustine, refuse to enter the setvice. rl,his has caused me to cori· 
tract, in a measure, my originaL plan of operations, and to· order a regular 
force to be stationed between Black creek and the Georgia line, which, I am 
satisfied, will give adequate security to the persons and property of the' 
citizens in that quarter against any small marauding parties of Indians, 
should t~ey be disposed to attempt further murders or depredations. The 
largest number of Indians reported in that quarter is twelve ; but generally 
they have been stated at six Indians and a negro. Should Colonel T\\ iggs 
obtain the services of the two companies of militia, added to the three coni-" 
panies of regular dragoons ordered there, they ought to be able to ferret out 
these Indians. 

I do not conceive that the Secretary's letter authorizes me to call the 
Alachua militia into service, unless pnder certain restrictions, to wit: com­
bining agriculture with military duty. I must be first assured that both 
will be faithfully done before I can think of acting in the case. Certainly 
no section of country has ever been so well guarded as the county of Ala" 
chua, surrounded as it is by military posts, and troops scouring in all direc-
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tions; and so soon as I have two posts between Forts Fanning and Micanopy, 
('vhich~ in a few days \'Vill be done,) the whole of that country heretofore 
senled by the wLites may be reoccupied without the least apprehension of 
danger. 

1 am satisfied there have not been more than half a dozen Indians in that 
section of conn try for several months past; nor do I apprehend. they will 
again return to depredate upon the persons or property of the inbabitants. 

l Jeft Tn rnpa Bay on the 28th ultimo, and passed along the Annultitiga 
swamp to Fort Clinch, and thence to Fort Fanning, and had the country 
closelv examined on both sides of the road, and found no lndians between 
the vVithlacoocbie and Suwanee, nor any recent evidence of their pres­
etJce. A camp of twenty-six was found in the Annultitiga, which appeared 
to contain th8 greater portion, if not all, remaining in that country. It is 
somewhat singular, notwithstanding that the troops have been pushed in 
e.very p<Ht of the country where the hostiles were expected to be, and where, 
doubtless, a few may have been skulking, expresses have been sent, and 
htlliters permitted to go singly: and in small parties, for several months past, 
up the St. John's to Fort Mellon, and between that and the Atlantic, to New 
Smyr11a, ou hot h sides the Ocklawaha, above Fort King, to Aunultitiga, 
Waf·ns~a, a11d in this qnarter, withont coming into colli:sion with a single 
lndiHn, l am collstantly informed of murders and depredations committed 
on onr cittZPns aud property in the vicinity, where they are ten times less 
numerous thnn the whites. I shall, however, do all in my power to secure 
the inhabitants, even if I am compelled to abandon, in a great measure, my 
orig-inal }Jinn of campaign. 

We have done nothing near what should have been accomplished at this 
season, owin~ to the late arrival of the troops who compose my command, 
mrtuy having arrived in the couutry only two or three weeks since, and are 
not yt:'l in position, but will be in a few days; and no time will be lost in 
p.11shi11g- my operations in every quarter where the enemy may be found, 
particularly llt:'al' the exposed aud frontier settlements. I brought with me to 
this place twn compnnies of the 2d infantry and one company of dragoons-
183 meu iu ill I- who will operate, in conjunction with the 6th infantry, 
until the hammocks and swamps between St. Marl{'s and the Suwanee are 
penetrated in evvry direction. A command will leave here to scour between 
this n11d ~t. Murl<'s to-morrow or next day, and I hope will succeed in cap­
turing, dt>stroyillg, or driving from that quarter any Indians who may be 
thert• I shall n ... main here a few days, and will then proceed to examine 
the country, and g-ive such directions ns may be necessary; and it will give 
me the greatt->st pleasnre to meet you, althongh I cannot say how long I will 
remain ill atty particular place, although I may remain in Middle Florida 
some twelve or firtectJ days. 

Accept the assurances of my high consideration and esteem. 
Your friend, &c., 

Z. TAYLOR, 
Brev. Brig. Gen. U.S. A. commanding. 

His Excellency R. K. CALL, 

Governor of Florida. 
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TALLAHASSEE, December 29: 1838. 
MY DEAR SIR: I hav~J received your letter of the 18th instant, and 

regret very much to learn that there has been asy delay or unwillingness 
on the part of' the militia of East Florida in furnishing the two companies 
required by Colonel Twiggs. I pn~sume, however, that his requisition 
could not have been made on the officer commanding the militia of Co­
lumbia county, where the murder mentioned in my letter of the 9th 
instant was committed, and where, I am assured, that almost every man 
capable of bearing arms is ready to enter the service whenever required. 
In my letter of the 9th instant I informed ynu that, in anticipation of your 
approval, I had, on being informed of the late murder in that com1ty, or­
dered Colonel Brown, e>f Colnrnbia county, to raise a company from his 
regiment for the defence of the exposed settlements. You do not inform 
me expressly whether 9r not you accept of the services of that company; 
but, from the general tenor of your answer, I presume you do not. Having 
neither the means nor the disposition to keep in the field any troops which 
may be unnecessary for defensive measures, [ shall order this company, as 
well as another subsequently called out in that county, to be disbanded. 
Having called these rnen iuto service in consequence of the murder of four 
persons, (committed by the Indians in the neighborhoo~:) under the au­
thority of the law which reqnires me to order out the militia in cases of 
invasion, I have to request you will cause them to be mustered and paid 
for the short time they will have been in service. Had 1 the means ot pay­
ing and suhsiscing the militia, [ would at once organize thE' whole frontier 
force for defence; for it matters not how numerous, effkient~ and gallant 
may be the force in the field, the fact that murders are still commitied on 
the inhabitants is the best proof that they are not snfficiently protected; 
and the militia, with arms in their hands, and under a military organiza­
tion, would certainlybe mnch better prepared to defend themselv-es aud 
their families than they are without them. You are, however, better ena­
bled than myself to form a correct opinion of the necessity of this measnre, 
aud I have every confidence in your doing all in your power for the de1ence 
of the settlements. 

Yours, respectfully, 
R. K. CALL. 

Gen. Z. TAYLoR, 

Commanding army of Florida. 

HEADQUAHTERs, ARMY oF THE SouTH, 

Deadtnrln's Bay1 January 3, 1839. 
J\Iy DEAR StR: 1 have this moment received your letter of the 29th 

ulti1uo, on my arrival at this place from the Econfeeny river. In relatioH 
to the militia who have been called into service in Columbia county, the 
subject of mustering them, so as to entitle them to comper1sation, will be 
referred to Colonel 'rwigg-s, commander in that quarter. 'I'o !1revent diffi .. 
culties as regards payme-nts for the time to come, I hope the calling: out of 
the militia will be left to the proper anthority, tinless in great emergencies. 
Whenever, in your opinion, sucl1 calls are necessary, I hn ve to ask you 
will communicate with me on the snbject, and I will most cheerfully meet 
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yo~r views whenever [ deem it advisable tc do so. 1 illformed you, in my 
letter of the 18th, that I had put the troops in motion to scon r the conn try 
in every direction from this point between the Suwanee and the Ocilla 
rivers. Captain Fowler's company of dragoons have examined the coun­
try around the head of the Esteenhatcbee, as also between this point and 
the Snv.ranee, along the gulf, penetrating most of the hammocks in both 
directions, withouf QJeetfng any hostiles~ It is, however, evident, from the 
signs he met with, that more Indians have passed the summer on the Es­
teenhatchee and the adjacent hammocks, which they have recently aban­
dol}ed, than in any part of Florida this side of the Kissimee. Mnjor 
Noel left on the 20th ultimo, with 80 men, by land and water, to scour the 
hammocks between this and the Finholloway, and to establish a small 
depot on the latter, where I joined him on the 27th. Major Noel was told 
by an Indian scout that a large number of Jnpians were in a hammock 
uear him, and advised him not to attack them'.until reinforced; which in­
formation I received while on my way to his c~mp, wl1ere I arrived next 
evening, December 27th; and Captain Kingsbur'y's company of 2d infantry 
having arrived on the 29th, 140 men under his c~~mmand entered the ham­
mock referred to, where they fm1nd a large can~p of Indians, (supposed 
about 150 men, women, &c.,) who, after a charge by our troops, fired one 
or two rifles without doing any injury, and fled in every direction, leaving 
all their equipage, consisting of axes, kettles, skins, clothing, &c., as well 
as most of their provisions on the spot, some of which were being cooked 
at the time. The command pursued them until the trail was entirely lost, 
when.they returned to camp, where preparations were again mude to pur. 
sue them until they are driven from the country. I regret I could not re­
main longer in that qnarter; but having received letters from Colonel Fan­
ning, operating between the Ocklawaha and St. John's, that two large 
bo'dies of Indians were assembled in that quarter, and urging me to visit 
Fort King without delay, where he considered my presence absolu·eJy ne­
cessary, I am thus far on my way, although I fear he has been misin­
formed on the subject, as I do not believe any considerable body of Indians 
can concentrate, or have concentrated, north of the Kissimee; but should 
his information be correct, I shall lose no time in dispersing them, or bring­
ing them to battle, if they give me fill opportunity to do so. rrhe force left 
between the Suwanee and 11allahassee, and the arrangements made, I feel 
satisfied will afford ample protection to the exposed inhabitants of Leon, 
Madison, and Jefferson counties, and \Vill, in a very short time, succeed in 
driving tbe enemy from the same. 

I hope Congress will give land to persons who will settle and defend it 
nntil the close of the war, wbich will enable us to carry out the plans pro­

. posed by you. Should Congress do so, I shall communicate with you 
freely, and shall expect your aid to enable me to carry the plan into 
operation. 

iWith respect and esteeHJ, your friend, truly, . 
Z. TAYLOR, 

Brev. Brig. Gen. U. S. A. commanding. 
His Excellency R. 1{. CALL, 

Governor. of F?orida. 

P. S.-lf the Indians in the hammock were as numerous as stated, they 
must be the Indians who passed the summer on Esteenhatchee, or those 
who ran from Apalachicola last summer. 
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The message of his excellency the Governor, sent to the ~enate on ye8ter­
day, as follows: 

ExF.CUTIVF. OFFICE, 
Tallahassee, February 7, 1839. 

To the Senate and House of Representatives of the Legislative Council: 

G1•:NTLEMF.N :·In compliance with a resolution of the Legislative Coun­
cil, I herewith transmit a copy of my correspondence with Colonel R Jbert 
Brown, of Columbia, and Major Garrnson, of Alachua county, relative to 
the necessity of employing a militia force for the defence of those counties 
during the past ye~r, and whir.h yet remain unpaid. This correspondence 
contains all the orders i5sued by me on that subject, and, with the accom­
panying report of the strength of Colonel Brown's regitnent, will furnish 
all the information l possess relative to the number of officers and men em­
ployed, and the length of time which they were engaged in defensive opera­
tions under my orders. rrhe Council will perceive, without more specific 
intelligence on this sybject, the Execntive can form no correct estimate of 
the snm which would be required to pay these troops and defray their ex­
penses while in service. All be can do is to refer the Conncil to the dates 
of the respective orders calling out and disbanding- the militia, and the num. 
ber of men these orders authorized to be raised. "VVith regard to the reason 
why they have not been mustered and paid by the United States, I beg 
leave to refer you to my corre~pondence with General Taylor, which has 
been furnished under a resolution, and is now before the Legislative Conn· 
cil. It will be seen, from the letters of the commanding general, that be 
deemed the regular force under his authority sufficient for the defence of 
the country, and, therefore, declined receiving or recognising the militia 
employed as in the service of tbe United States. How far the command­
ing general was right in this conclnsion, the Conncil may learn from the 
number of mnrders which occurred, and the insecurity and alarm which 
prevailed along the whole line of frontier during the last summflr. But, 
whether right or wrong1 he is the organ of the Government; and, without 
his sanction and npproval, the troops called into service by the Executive, 
even in cases of the most urgent necessity and dire emergency, will not be 
paid by the Unired States. In vain do the laws of the r-rerritory empower 
tbe Governor: in cases of invasion or insurrection, to call ont the militia; 
in vain bas tbe Execntive exerted every faculty, and even jeopardized his 
own private fortune, for the defence of the frontier. Withont the means of 
providing sn bsistence: forage, and transportation-without the means of pay­
ing the troops, no m-Htter what may be the zeal and patriotism of the people 
-the Executive is powerless in defending the frontier settlements from the 
massacres and plunderings of the enemy. This truth is f(Hcibly and pain­
fully illnstrated by the hapless fate of Lasly and his daughter, disclosed in 
my correspondence with General T'aylor and the Secretary of "VVar. That 
ill.fated family resided on the Ocklockney river, far in advance of other 
settlements. When the fugitive Creeks fled from their encampment on the 
Apalnchicola, foreseeing the danger with which they threatened the fron­
tier, without waiting to consult the commandiug- general, who was more 
than two hundred miles distant, a requisition was made on the patriotic 
county of Gadsd~n, which: with her usual promptitude and zeal, on the 
shorkst notice1 sent to the post of danger the number of men required. 
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These troops wP.re ordered, <md accordingly took post at the house of the 
unfortunate Lasly. A requisition was made on the Uuited States quarter. 
ma~ter at Talluhassee for the necessary articles of fornge and sn bsistence. 
A very small supply .vas at first furnished, bnt, from tl1e whim or capnctl of 
this officer, a pererllptory refusal was giw~n to an application for further 
surpli e~, though the public storehouses at St. Mark':s (not more than twen­
ty-five miles distant) were filled to overflowing with every article required. 
In consequence of this denial ol the aid we had a right to expect, tht> troops 
were compelled to retire for the want of suhsi~tence, IP.aviug this family 
exposed to the mercy of the savng-es. Tile Indians, availing- themselves of 
this occasion to satiate their thirst for blood, advauced and attacked the 
houses, which were bravely defc!>tJded; bnt the nged Lasly and his helpless 
dnugliter became the victims ot barbarous crnelty, and his house and do­
mestic animals formed one g·eneral funeral -pile, lighted by the torch of the 
savages. Such was the melancholv fate of this f~unily, when they might 
have been saved by furuishing- the Territorial troops with n few pounds of 
the public pork and bread whJCh remained in store uutil damaged by time 
aud exposure, and were afterwards sold at anction on account of the Govern­
ment. I mention this as one of the manv instances which have occurred 
during the present war with the Seminoles, in which the lives of onr ci ti­
zens l.iave been sncrificed, when they could have been protectPd if I bad 
po~sessed the means of supplyiug such troops as I mi!?ht have rt~ised, and 
which I believed necessnry for the defence of the frontier. I cannot express 
to yon, gentlemen, the pain~nlregret and dPep hurnility I have experit>nced 
on many occasions from a knowledge that the froutier settlements were ex. 
posed to imminent peril when l had 110 power (alld still have none) to 
extend to tlwm necessnry protection. The people of the Territory, when 
exposed to danger, nntur<dly apply to the Bxecntive for reltef; nud I am 
compelled to bear their complaints and bear their reproaches, for what seems 
to them a neglect of d11ty aud disregard for their sufferings, when I am un­
~ble to g-ive them any thing bnt my sympathy. The Government of the 
United States has conferred on me no power to raise nwn for tl:e ddetJce 
o1 the frontier; and: though it cnnnot coutroJ the authority I pos~ess for this 
purpose under the laws of the Territory, yet it holds tl1c pnr~e - strings, and 
jts agents have~ and still nwy withiJOid pny and snhsi~tence from those 
whom I have and may again find it necessary to call mto st:>rvice. 

'l'hrough the courtesy of the commanding gener<d, a correspondence has 
been maintained between us, aud I have been politely furnished with in-
1ormation with reg<ud to the movements of the army. But he, I under­
stand, is under no obligation to confer with me ou t~ny subject; nor has be 
delegated to 111e any portion of the unlimited power with which he is invested 
to ra1se men, alld ranse them to be paid and sn bsisted. In his last letter, 
dated the 3d of January, to which l beg leave to iuvite yonr particular at­
tention, he expresses a confideut belief that the most an1ple protectiou will 
be given to this frontier by the regnlar troops stationed w<.>st of the Snwa­
nee. I have great respect !or the jndgmeut n nd enpacity of the command­
ing genernl, and hope thnt his opiuion on this sn bject may be well fi..nmded; 
but should it prove othenvise, the delay which would attend the cnllwg out 
of any portion of the militia for the defence of the frouticr, nnder the mle 
proposed, would ~rove fatnl to those dependent on this force for protection. 
He advises, in cases of great emergency, when 1 may deem it necessary 
to call out the militia, that I shalt address him un the sn hject1 aud, should 
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he approve of it, he will give the measure his 8anction. To illustrate the 
objections to, and the impropriety of, such a meas~ue of defence, it is only 
necessary to imagine the recnrrenr.e of one of the numero~s instrtllces of in~ 
vasion and assault which have occurred on the frontier. A balld of the 
cnen1y appears in the sparser settlements. rrhey commence their system of 
indiscriminate slanghter and pillngP.. 1'he employment of a militia force 
becomes indispensably necessary; but I have neither provision uor transpor­
tation, without which this force cannot move. The commanding general 
is at rrampa Bay: more than two hundred miles distant. . I mnst communi­
cate with him, and procure his authority, bef(He the troops of the 'l'erritory 
can obtain supplies from the ample stores of the Government. In the mean 
time the work of death is progressiug, and a whole neighborhood may be 
desolated by tile enemy. Under this system, a feJ.v penurious peuc-e may be 
unworthily saved to the tr~asnry of the nation; but it is an economy which 
must be practised at the expense of the blood and property of our people­
at the expense of the pride and lost reputation o£ the country. 

How far this policy is consistent with the principles ofjustice and hu­
mauity-how far it is in accordance with the reciprocal obligations of alle­
giance and protection -how far it is compatil.~le with the dignity of our Gov­
ernment-] lea\Te for the determination of others less interested than myself 
in the security and welfare of our fellow citizens. I seek not to divide with 
the commanding genPral the empire of defensive or offensive operations. 
But my pride as au officer, and my feelings as a man, revolt at the idea of 
remaining a passive spectator of the scene of bloodshed which may occur on 
this frontier, without the means of affording relief, until the corllma~Jding 
general may think proper, after an application shall have been made to him, 
to open the public storehouses forthe support of the militia while in service. 
I repeat again, that 'my most fervent hope is that the commanding general 
may be rigbt in his conclusions, and that the regular troops may give entire 
security to the frontier. He is best calculated, from his position, to form a 
correct judgment; and his opinion is eutitled to high consideration. 

But after the numerous murders which occurred during the last summer­
after the distress and suffering which was occasioned by the enemy, under 
the same assurance of protection-we have no right to slumber in this sup­
posed seeurity. 'rhe commanding general, I am sure, as far as practicable, 
will redeem his pledge, and I can vouch for his zeal and energy; but the 
enemy may r~gain evade his pursuit, and filll upon the frontier settlements 
when least expected. Let us, therefore, as far as the limited resources of 
the Territory will permit us to act, prepare for the defence of our fellow­
citize n~, regardless of the treasure which mny be expended. Beyond this, 
we cannot go. But the Go\·ernment of the United Stntes is bound to give 
all necessary protection to our people; and it is bound, by the same moral 
obligation, to pay the troops of Columbia and Alachua counties, who served 
nnder my orders during the last summer. I recommend, r~gain: that a me· 
moria I be presented to Congress, setting forth all the facts of the ca~e, and enu­
merating the d1fferent mnrders which were .committed by the Indians. They 
afford conclusive proof that the army did. not give the necessary prote~tion 
to the conntry. 1~hey justify the employment of the militia, and proclaim 
the justice of their demands for compensation. It is but necessary to speak 
in plain and comprehensive language -to represent our claims in a proper 
light-and Congress, with its usual justice and liberality, will respond with­
out hesitation to your prayer for relief. This measure was recommended 
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in my annual message, at the commencement of your present session; and, 
after the most mature deliberation on the subject, I can discover no better 
prospect of reliet~ Should the commanding general execute the plan pro­
posed by the Secretary of War for the defence of the frontier, by organizing 
the sett_lers capable of bearing arms, and receiving tltem into the service of 
~he Umted States, I have every confidence in its efficiency and the security 
It would afford ; but, without it, I apprehend a renewal of all the horrors 
and sufferings which were experienced on the frontier during the last sum­
mer. The Executive will ever be ready and zealous in the d.ischarae of 
every duty, and in the exercise of every authority he may pos~ess fo~ the 
defence of the country; but I desire it to be borne in mind that he is pow­
erless under the preseat system of defence, and that the blood of the slauah­
tered women and children of the frontier must fall on other skirts than his. 

Your fellow-citizen, 
R. K. CALL, 

Governor of F'lorida. 

CoL UMBrA CouNTY, FLORIDA, March 19, 1838. 
DEAR SIR: It is my painfu I duty to inform you of another horrible In­

dian massacre in this connty. On the night of the 16th, a party of Indians 
most inhumanly butchered a Mr. George Gillitto, his wife, and two chil­
dren, and a lad, the son of one of his neighbors, who was there that fatal 
night: in all, five. As soon as information of the deed rea~hed us, we re­
paired forthwith to the place of slaughter, and I, with a small party of citi-
zens, took the trail and followed it until we becamn satisfied that they had 
full time to reach a dismal swamp ue~u the lines;. we then abandoned the 
pnrsnit as hopeless for so few men, and retnrned to rai8e more men for the 
purpose of scouring the swamp. We have the pr . .omise of the men, and 
will camp within 40 miles of them to morrow night; and on the following 
night I hope to be with them. If no disaster befall us, I wiil guaranty a 
faithful acc1Hmt of them, &c. We ought to have some standing protection 
here. This way of dep€nding on the citizens to g}ve protection is quite a 
poor protection, us it costs so much trouble and time to. collect them; and 
then such a variety of excuses, &c. Several men have raised companies, 
but they are unwilling to go beyond the limits of the frontier to be station­
ed. I therefore hoRe that the colouel elect will be fully ad vised on this 
subject. 

Captain Cason, who will hand yon this letter, offers his services with a 
company; and, so far us I am acqtmintP.d with Caprain Cason as an officer, 
he has acted well, and is reputed to be quite a thoroughgoing officer. In 
haste, · 

I have the honor to be your excellency's most obedient servant, 
ROBERT BROWN. 

His Excellency R. K. CALL, 

Gover1wr of Florid('j,. 

TALLAHASSEE, March 26, 1838. 
DEAR SIR: I have received your letter oft.he l9th instant, communicat· 

ing the unpleasant intelligence ·of th~ murder of ano~her family by the ln-
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dians in your county. I shall immediately send an express to General Jes­
up, and request him to detach a force for the defence of your section of 
country; but in the mean time yon will order Captain Cason's company 
into service, and such other force as you may deem necessary for the pro· 
tection of the inhabitants of your connty, unless General Jesup should be 
able to send other troops. Those which you may raise will be continued 
in service, either under the authority of the United States or of the Terri· 
tory. I have no doubt, however, that they will be received into the ser· 
vice of tile United States; in which event, they will be under the direction 
of the United States officer charged with the command of that district. I 
shall send, with as little delay as practicable, a supply of corn to Fort 
White, for the nse of the destitute families of your county and those of 
Alachua. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. K. CALL. 

Colonel R. BRowN. 

NEWNANSVILLE, April 8, 1838. 
DEAR SIR: 1 am here on my way to see General Eustis, who is charged 

with the protection of this frontier, and am sorry to inform you of the 
dreadful excitement that prevnils here. '"rl1ere appears to be considerable 
of Indian signs in the neighborhood, and the fam~lies have all nearly got 
snf«~ly into this place. They are in a great state of confusion. General 
Eustis has refused to receive them into the Government service, they say; 
and to enrol without the hope of pay or rations, in their present condition, 
seems impossible. In order to hold them together, I have assured thPm of 
your power and ability to give them· protect.ion, and have advised Major 
Ga.rrason to order out his wh-ole available force. From letters which 1 have 
read him from the General, I think my mission will be unsuccessful ; and 
unless we do something for ourselves, we shall see worse days than ever. 
\Ve have no regular force on the lines to be depended on, and but two 
companies of yolunteers ordered: one for this frontier, and the other on 
Duval, were all the regular force, of consequence, on the lines established, 
and where General Eustis remains in person. And we, outside of ali, are 
left to the tender mercies of merciless savages; while the commancling 
general says he can see no call for volunteers. 

I have become thoroughly convinced that we may unbar our own arms 
and hang on them for protection. It may t~ost ns something, but mnch may 
be done. I therefore hope you will order me into the service with a reg+ 
ment of rangers, which I am certain can be raised immediately. Speedy 
actio 1 is necessary, or all is lost. A conntry over which our treasure has: 
bee!l exhausted, and on which lie the last remain~ of our families, must at 
la~L after so many difticu I ties, be abandoned; and for what? Because ifi 
happened to be our unfortunate lot to be a 'rerritory. These difficulties 
rather animate than depress me; and I, for one, am ready to step forward 
nlld ask the Government to relieve us from the army, and let ns combat the 
Indians alone. 

I am, dear sir, with the highest considerations of respect, your excellen· 
cy's most obedient and humble servant, 

ROBERT BROWN, 
Colonel 12th Regiment F. M. 

His Excellency R. K. CALL, Gavernor. 
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l'. S.-Information has just reached me of more murders in Columbia. 
county. 'rwo persons have becomt! victims. 

Your~: &c., R. B. 

TALLAHASSEE, Aprill3, 1838. 
SIR: I have received yonr letter of the Rth instant, and am truly con. 

cerned at the distre~sed situation of your section of country. I hope your 
interview with General Eustis has been prodncti ve of more beneficial re~ 
suits than yon anticipated, and that he has consentt~d to receive into the 
service of the United States a sufficient volunteer force tor the protection of 
the frontier. If~ however, he still refuses to do so on the receipt of this, 
and you find the settlements in danger, yon will immediu.te1y organize such 
a force as you may deem necessary for the defence of the inhabitants. You 
will 'l.ssign to each company a suitable position, so as to cover the whole 
]ine of your frontier, and keep the troops constantly and actively employed 
in driving hack the enemy and in defending the settlements. In the excr· 
cise of the authority with which you are hereby invested, you will use a 
souud discretion, and call out no larger force than in your judgment will 
be absolutely necessary for defensive operations. Should the troops thus 
organized and ordered ont·not be received into the service of the United 
States, they will be recognised in the service of the 'l'erritory; and l will 
endeavor to have them paid so soon as funds can be procured for that pur­
pose by the authority of the Legislative Council. With regard to forage 
and ~ubsistence, it is impossible for me to provide either. There is none 
to be purchased in this part ot the country, and exchange on New Orleans 
cannot be obtained here at any premium. I hope, ho\vever, this state of 
things will not long continue, and that l shall in a short time be able to 
procnm a snfficient amount to enable me to send the corn I promised to 
Fort White, for the suffering inhabitants of Columbia and Alachua. What· 
ever I cnn do to sustntn the brave defenders of the frontier, who have so 
long- and so gallantly withstood the assaults of the enemy, you may bn as· 
stued shall he done. I will send a copy of your letter to our Delegate in 
Congress ; and 1 would recommend yon, by all means, to draw up a me· 
moria! to Congress, setting forth, in its true lighl., the situation of the coun· 
try, and ask for relief. Let it be signed by the people, and sent without 
delay to our Delegate. I am invested with no authority whatever from the 
Government of the United Atates to defend the country; and whatever I 
may do for that purpose, must be on my own responsibility and that of the 
Territory. I have been compelled to raise men for the defence of Middle 
and West Florida, for the last eighteen months, and to provide the money 
to pay them. I have borrowed and caused to be paid to these troops $85,000, 
not one cent of which has been refunded by the Government. 'I'he quar­
termaster, with every disposition to accommodate me, nnd to relieve the 
country, informs me that, under recent orders hP. has received, be will no 
longer be able to furnish express men. on my requisition. You will thus 
perceive that I am deprived of all the necessary means of beiug servicen· 
bl.3; and the responsibility must rest upon those in power, who turn a deaf­
ear to the distress of tbe people. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. K. CALL. 

Colonel RoBERT BRowN, 
C01nmanding 12th Regiment F. 11!1. 
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TALLAHASSEE, June 23: 1838. 

DEAR SJR: 1 wrote you some time since, informing you that 1 had ship­
ped to Fort White 2,\JUO busl1els of corn for the use 0f the suffering iuhab­
itants of Alachua and Columbia, aud requestiug you, us the senior officer 
of the 1uilitia in those two counties, to cause it to he equally distrilm1ed 
among those whom yon might deem most in waut, and least able to provide 
themselves with subsistence. I have lleeu infurmed of the arri\·al of the 
corn at its place of destination, but hnve he;ud uothing from you with 
regard to its distribution. You will please give the necessary orders on 
the subject, and advise me of the manner in which it has been disposed of. 

I have received no report from you with regard to the number of men 
of your regiment, and the length of time you may have deemed it neces­
sary to continue them in service. But, to prevent rni~tmdcr~tanding on t be 
suhject, I herewith enclose you a copy of a letter which I have adure~s . d 
to Major Garrason, and which you will please consider as an order d1 re<:ted 
to you for the same purpose, if the same state of things exists in your 
county. 

· Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Col. RoBT. BRowN, 

R. K. CALL, 
Governor of J:t'loridu. 

Commanding 12th regiment Fl~rida Militia. 

SuWANEE, FLORIDA, July 23, 1838. 
[h:AR SIR: Your instructions of the ~3d nit. have just come to haud; 

nnd, iu reply, I have to say that l should have iufonmd you of the di:-posi­
tion of the corn sent by you to Fort White, f(,r . the Sttfft·n~rs of Alachua 
and Columbia couuties1 long before this: but for causes heyoud my control. 
L Your letter of instructions accompauyittg thu coru IH .. ver reuclted me 
uutil about three weeks alter its arrival; itlld ~.The pres~ure ofbnsmess on 
my hands, with a great deal of bud lleulth in the tune, a11d 110 opportunity 
of lorwardiug letters to you. The day _I received yonr letter ut iu~truc­
tions I directed my assistant quartermaster to repair to Fort White and 
make equal distribution of it among the sufferers of the two couuties, 
under th13 following regulation, viz: Aged a11d infirm wen and t!Jeir 
families, widows and orphans, men and their families who were driven 
from tiJeir homes by the rudians, men who were i u the Territorial service 
and their fiunilies; prohibiting all who had slaves to support tbem, or an 
opportnnity of gdting elsewhere. 

The assistant quartermaster has not yPt reported to me his. fulfilment of 
his orders, but as soon as he does 1 will forward his '"' port to your excel­
lency. 

With regard to a report of the troops in the rrerritorial service, I kept 
deferring it, thi11king I would come on and see you first, but was preveuted 
by the t:r, quent assaults of the enemy; however, a corn~ct rt->port, I believe, 
accompanies this letter. As regards the time, I ~uw no law for takiug them 
for a less term than four mouths, uuiess sooner discharged ; they were 
enrolled for that time, but some compauies htll short of it. I deem it 
entirely unnecessary to say thp.t their services were vulllable and could not 
be dispensed with, but refer your excellency to the extent of frontier, the 
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United States forces on that frontier, and our resources for support, and 
I know that your excellency will be bound to say that we deserve well if 
we never are paid. The most of these men have been in· the United States 
service the two past summers, and 1 assure you that they will all concur 
with me in saying that there have been more and greater calls this sum· 
mer than ever before, and that their duty has been more arduous. 

I therefore hope your excellency will be able shortly to contract a loan 
that will relieve them, in. some degree, from their present distress. Mean· 
while, 

I have the honor to be your excellency's most obedient and humble ser· 
vant, 

ROBT. BRO\VN, 
Colonel, commanding l~tlt regiment- Florida Militia. 

His Excellency the GovERNOR OF FLORIDA. 

CoLUMBIA CouNTY, FLoRIDA, 

Suwanee river, Novernbt.r 24, 1838. 
· DEAR SIR: It again becomes my painful duty to inform you of a most 
shocking Indian massacre-! mean the murder of Mr. John 'riffins and 
family. Mr. Tiffins was bringing his wife and two children out to Florida 
to see her parents, and, when within a few miles of her father's house: was 
fallen in with by about seven Indians, between 10 o'clock, A. M. and 12 
o'clock, M. He was shot from his horse ; the Indians then made an easy 
capture of his helpless family, and vented their savage spleen by beating 
them on their heads with their tomahawks. Mrs. Tiffins lived (senseless) 
about forty hours, but did not speak; her skull was mashed in many places. 
She died in the arms of her father, Mr. Davit! Mizell. Her children are 
not yet dead, although the skull of each is frac.tt1red in many places by the 
tomahawk. 1~his melancholy occurreuce took place in this county last 
Monday, not far from the Ocean pond. We are most critically situated. 
The Indians in the north of us, on the Okef{mokee, and on the south, in 
the nation ; our market-road, leading from this to any market accessible to 
us, passes through their "gangway." W ~ are here, exposed from the Oke­
fenokee down both sides of their "passway" to the nation, and no protec­
tion whatever from the army. If nothing can be done by your excellency 
to protect the frontier. I fear nothing will be done at all; we have stood our 
ground and suffered much, and have not recei vea even the sympathy of 
those at a distance. The corn crops were very good here this year, and 
we have quite plenty of provisions; and I would respectfully beg leave to 
suggest to your excellency the propriety of ordering out a company or two 
of militia-one to take post at John's ford, on New river, and the other at 
the Ocean pond ; all of which can be subsisted and foraged in the country, 
which will save much expense of transportation. These men, kept actively 
moving, cannot fail to give quiet to a large portion of country, and, in the 
mean time, break up the Indian passing. I hope your excellency will take 
prompt measures in some way for our protection, as we have lost all hope 
of help from the commanding general of the army. Should a different 
course present itself than the one I recernmend, calculated to give as good 
protection and at less expense, you have but to recommend it, and you will 
find me ever ready to aid you in carrying out your views. I now have out 
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a company of militia, who will continue to do duty until I ~ear f~om yo~ ; 
at which time their term expires, unless they should be contmued m service 
by your excellency. In· haste, 

I have the honor to be your excellency's most obedient servant, 
ROBT. BROWN, 

Colonel 12th regiment Florida Militia. 
Governor CALL. 

SuwANEE RIVER, November 24, 1838. 
DEAR SIR: I went on to Tallahassee to see you last summer, but you 

had left for Washington before I reached ; since then, I have not been able 
to hear whether you had returned or not, otherwise I should have come 
again to see you on the subject of the service performed by the militia of. 
this regiment during tRe last spring and summer. 'rhese men did much·· 
hard service, and c~rtainly deserve to be paid. The whole country was 
under their protection until the last of May or first of June. The dragoons 
arrived about that time, and then a new field of operations presented 
itself, which did not relieve them, but rather increased their duty-1 
mean the extension of their defence to the Okefenokee. I therefore desire 
and earnestly hope that your excellency will recommend the Legislature 
to adopt some measures for their payment in your annual message, and I 
have no doubt that body will be able to make the arrangement. 

I shaH be on in a few days after the Legislature meets, at which tim~ 1 
hope to see you. With my best wishes for your welfare, 

I have the honor to be yours, sincerely, 
ROI=l'r. BROWN, 

Colonel 12th regiment Florida Militia. 
Governor CALL. 

T AL.LAHASSEE, December 9, 1838. 
DEAR SIR: Owing to my absence from home, I did not rece1ve your let­

ters of the 23d July and 24th of November until last night. I have heard 
with great pain and regret of the murder by the savages of Mr. Tiffins and 
family. This horrid butchery must be avenged; it appeals to every heart, 
and should raise every hand. I approve of the course you have taken. 
The company you have ordered out, you will continue in active service 
until General 1laylor shall have made the· necessary arrangements for the 
defence of the settlements. I shall write him immediately by express, and 
you may rely with confidence on his zeal and promptitude in giving every 
protection in his power to the frontier. It will be gratifying to you, and to 
our fellow-citizens in East Florida, to learn that, while at Washington, I suc­
ceeded in making every arrangement with the Secretary of War necessary to 
the entire ,security and defence of our frontier settlers, who have been so long 
exposed to the ravages of a savage war. I hruve recommended to him the 
organization of all the frontier inhabitants capable of bearing arms-the 
encouragement of all who have abandoned to return to their homes. They 
are to receive the pay and rations of the army; to constitute their own de-
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fence, ns far n~ practicable; and be permitted to cultivate their own fields, 
and have the betwfit of their own labor. I have also recommended the 
settlement of military colonies on every part of the puhlic land susceptible 
of cultivation; the men to receive pay, rations, and clothing; to perform 
military duty within the limits of certain districts, and cultivate the Iand­
a quarter section of which, includillg their improvements, to be grnnted to 
each settler, in ahsolute property, at the close of the wnr. or final emigration 
of the Seminole Indians. Tile whole plan hns been approved by the Secre­
tary of War, aud has been recommended to Congress, as will appear from 
1he enclo~e.d extract of a lP.tter from the Secretary of 'V\7 ar to General Tay­
lor. I bt~ lieve it will be adopted; aud I have, in that event, made arrange­
ments in Kentucky, Tennessee, and Atabama, for the location of several 
thou:<nnd settlers. Onder this system, I am confident the war will be closed 
in t\velve mo11ths~ and we shall have at once an actiVf'l; hardy, and etJter­
prising- population ; which will place our claims to a State government 
beyond controversy. I will recommend the payment of the troops which 
served in H.e ll·ontier defence duri11g the last summer, and use my best 
exertions to have them paid. I &hall be very happy to see or hear from you. 

Accept the nssurauce of my high respect. Your obedient servant, 
R. K. CALL. 

Colonel RoBERT BRowN. 

CoLUMBIA CouNTY, FLoRIDA, Dece'mber 10, 1838. 
DEAR SIR: I addressed you on thf' suhject of our situation in a letter 

dated 24th of last month, and in that letter I recommended the raisi11g- of 
one or two companies for the protection of our frontier. Since the date 
referred to, fifteen days have passed away, and our aft:1.irs are growing worse 
every day. I must now urge the raising of at least two entire companies of 
militia for this froutier, to be continued in service until the commanding 
general of the army shall send a force sufficient to give protection to the 
citizens of this couury; and this course, if not adopted in a few days, will 
find much . more than half our country depopulated. The assaults of the 
lndinus have become so common, and of such character, that our people are 
brf'akir1g np daily, and are only waiting your aeti0n. I most sincerely hope 
you will take immediate action, without waiting any lopger for the regular 
army. We now have the means in the connty of subsisting these men so 
raised; and it sr.ems to me that it would be madness to defer any longer, 
while the Indians are mnrdering, plundering, and harassing- our citizens, 
and that continually. Onr country has been in a fearftll stnte of alarm for 
the last til ree weeks ; and wbat is the protection afforded liS by the army? 
None: only the moving of a company of dragoons from one station of uo 
great importance to us, to another of as little; aud this is what they call 
complete protection. 

I have long seen that we must defend ourselves, or shore the fate of 
many other o(our bleeding citizens; and hesitate not in saying, that circum­
stances justify the calling out uf at least two companies of mounted militia. 

With my best wishes for your health and happiness, I have the honor to 
be yours, most sincerely, 

R. BROWN. 
His Excellency R. K. CALL, Governor of Florida. 
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'I'ALLAH:ASSEE, December 19, 1838. 
DEAR SIR: I have received your letter of the lOth inst. I enclose you, 

herewith, a copy of my answer to yours of the 24th ult. I have not yet 
heard from General rraylor, but I have no doubt that all the effective men 
of your county and that of Alachua will be immediately organized and 
received into the service, on the terms proposed by me to the Secretary of 
War, which have been adopted by him in his report) and recommended by 
the President to Congress., as will appear from the message herewith en­
closed. General rraylor, ere this, must have received my letter; and I have 
every confidence in his prompt action for carrying the views of the Govern­
ment into execution. In the mean time: you are hereby authorized to adopt 
such temporary measures as you may find necessary for the protection of the 
inhabitants of your county, relying on the justice and liberality of the Gen· 
eral Government for an approval. I need not repeat to you an expression of 
the deep anxiety I feel for the security and welfare of the frontier inhabitants, 
who have so long maintained their positions against our savage enemy; and 
it affords me pleasure to say that I am well convinced that the same senti­
ments are equally cherished by the commanding general, the Secretary of 
War, and the President of the United States. Every effort will be made to 
give security to the settlers, as well as to bring this disastrous war to a close. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. K. CALL. 

Col. RoBERT BROWN, 12th Regiment F. M. 

T ALLAliASSEE, December 31, 1838. 
DEAR SIR: I have received a letter from General Taylor, in reply to one 

which I addressed to hi~ on the 9th inst.,informing him of the recent murder 
committed by the Indians in your county, and of the authority I had given 
you to call a company into service for the defence of the settlements. The 
General, so far from recognising this company in service, expresses the opin­
ion that, with three companies of dragoons, and two companies of militia he 
had previously ordered Colonel Twiggs to receive into service, his force will 
be ample for the defence of the frontier settlements. This being the view 
taken by the General, the troops I have authorized you to call out will not be 
recognised by him, and will, therefore, not be paid by the United States. 
General Taylor has full authority from the Secretary to conduct the war and 
defend the country in such manner us he may think proper; and the Gov4 

ernment will only adopt such measures as he may recommend. Having no 
funds at my command to pay and subsist troops called out on my own 
authority, I should hold out to them false hopes of compensation were I to· 
continue them in service after I had ]earned, or been given to understand, 
that they will not be recognised by the officers of the Government. Under 
these circumstances, I feel it my duty to disband all the troops of the Ter­
ritory serving under my authority. You will, therefore, on the receipt of 
this, dismiss those of your regiment, unless they should be received and 
recognised in service by some officer of the Government having competent 
authority. Had I the means of paying and subsisting the militia, I would 
at once organize and order into service all the frontier inhabitants capable 
of bearing arms, for the defence of the settlements. But I cannot think of 
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practising so great a deception as that of continuing men in service unde:IT 
the expectation of being paid, when I have no means of euabling me to 
realize their expect.: tion. I have requested Gene~·al Taylor to have your 
men mustered, and paid for the time they shall be in service. rrhis I hope 
will be done; but should I be disappointed in this expectation7 I will en­
deavor to procure pay through the Legislative Council, although I regard 
this almost as an hopeless effort, in the present state of the country. You 
will please inform me of the present state of your frontier, and of the force 
you may have employed in its defence, in order that I may be able to lay 
the subject properly before the Legislative Council. 

Very respectfully, yonr obedient serv[l,nt, 
.R. K. CALL, 

Colonel RoBERT BtwwN, 
Commanding 12th Regiment P. M. 

NEWNANSVILLE,. April 11, 1838. 
DEAR SIR~ Bef0re I finished my communication to you on the 9th, I was 

notified that a body of Indians were trailed to within one mile of Newnans­
vil1e. I immediately moved after them, yet without success. I continued 
my chase after them yesterday, the 1Oth, also, without being able to attack 
them. It was a party that had been in Columbia county, and killed and 
plundered a Mr. Smith and his son. On Monday another party killed Mr. 
Nathaniel Jones a11d his son, on New river1 within about thirteen miles of this 
place. 'rhat pa:rty was pursued by Captain Mil1s1 as he reported to me yes­
terday; without success. 'rhe inhabitants of Alachua county are in great 
confusion; they, in most cases, are moving back to Newnansville, or some 
other post. Vv hen I returned yesterday, every part of the town was full of 
wagons and carts loaded with their articles and families. What heart 
would not pity the cases of our citizens~after being deprived of the liberty of 
making the two last crops; and now, the pres~nt year, when they have all 
rushed out, and in a most unparalleled manner endeavored to make up all 

··lost time-now, when they have nearly completed their planting, to be driven 
.. away again, it is too shocking for the mind to bear. I think it dne to the 
·credit of General Eus;tis to state to you that I wrote to him on the 8th inst., 
~and he sent two companies of regulars under the command of Major Dear­
.born, who got here last evening. One of the companies he has kindly of­
. fered to station here, which offer was thankfully rPceived by me and the 
citizens ofNewnansville; the other company he expects to station at Charles 
ferry., on the Suwanee river. . 

By the advantage of this company being stationed here1 it wiH give me a 
. better opportunity in followmg the Jndians, if my movements are approved 
by you.r excellency. I respectfully solicit your excellency to give an order 
.and advise at as early a period as possible, as the citizens are in great con­
.fusion on the subject. I trust your excellency will pardon any thing that 
may be considered unmilitary or exaggerating in this communication, as I 
rwrite about two o'clock in the morning, after three days' hard service. 

I am, sir, with great consideration and respect, yours, respectfully, 

.His E~cellency R. K. CALL, 

Governor of Florida. 

J. GARRASON, 
Major 6th regiment P.M . 
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NEWNANSVILLE, April9, 1838. 
StR ~ fThe election in this county resulted in the choice of Wm. J. 

MiJis as colonel, and myself as major, with but very little difficulty or dis­
senting votes. But there was considerable of debate about the lieutenant 
colonel's election ; and Colonel Mills being absent on busin€!ss at VVashing­
t.on, I immediately, on being notitit->d of the result of the election, ordP.red 
that the battalion or regiment should be organized, which the accompany­
ing copy of ·elections will sh-ow to your excellency. My motive for this 
communication to you is to request of your excellency that an order might 
issue from you to enable this battalion to go into the service of the country, 
with a certainty of being paid for their services, and to ration them and 
their horses, &c. 

To give you an idea of the situation of our country: It was on the 31st 
of March that it was reported that a considerable body of Indians were 
seen in about half a mile of Newnansville; I immediately started out with 
fifteen men to ascertain the fact, but without success. On the three first days 
of last week, it was still certain that there were scattering Indians in our 
neighborhood ; on 'rhursday morning Elias Knight, E~q . , saw one; on 
Saturday I received informatiort of a large body being trailed into the San 
Falaska hammock; they advanced up as high as Colonel Sanchez's planta­
tion. On yesterday, l was out after them with part of Captains Walker's, 
.Ellis's, and Hope's companies, but fDund no Indians, but plenty of signs ; 
believt:d to be about from thirty to fifty in number. 

Yonr excellency will perceive that these are circumstances that are im­
mediately under my eye, and l do not wish to trouble you with the many 
circumstances that are in all our county. I have only mentioned the above; 
but should your excellency wish a report of the many depredations com­
mitted by them in our county, I will with pleasure submit it to you. 

I wish, likewise, to state to· your excellency that our county is in a worse 
condition than it has ever been, with the exception of sickness, since the 
commencement of the war. I have been under the necessity of calling on 
the different captains for aid in putting down these hostilities if possible. 
And I must respectfully solicit your excellency's advice on the subject, as 
my orders will not be obeyed long, without your approving the same. I 
wish further to state, that there are no Government troops near this place, and 
that our town is entirely unprotected by them. We have neither arms, ammu­
nition, nor any thing else, except our private arms, and they are generally in 
bad order, occasioned by being supplied by the Government when they were 
in service. I would most respectfully suggest to your excellency the pro­
priety of your issuing an order to me to make a requisition on the quarter-

.. master, as also the officers in charge of the ordnance stores at Black creek, 
for subsistence, forage, arms, and ammunition for the 6th regiment Florida 
militia. 

Sir, from the situation of our county I do not think it would bt advisable to 
have the militia of this county attached to that of Columbia-that is, the 6th 
regiment attached to the 12th-as there are scattering Indians in both coun­
ues. Neither do I think it advisable to have the militia attached to the re­
gular service, for their movements are too slow for the present service under 
consideration. What I would respectfully submit is, that it be done under 
the faith of the Territory. But as you are Governor and commander-in­
chief of said Territory, your advice and orders will be strictly adhen:d to 
and obeyed by me. 
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I have now only to request that you wil1, on the receipt of this, issue your 
orders to me, as it is yours to order ~md mine to obey. 

With great consideration and esteem, I am, sir, yours, respectfully, 
J. GARRASON, 

His Excellency R. K. CALL. 
Major 6th regiment F. JJ1. 

N. B. I wish also to state, that ttll the sustenance to the suffering inhabit· 
_ants has been withdrawn from this place; the officers have removed all the 
public stores from Newnansville. 

TALLAHASSEE, April I 51 1838. 
SIR: I have received yonr letters of the 9th and 11th instant, accom­

panied with the election returns of the officers of the 6th regiinent of Flo· 
rida militia, and herewith enclose you their commissions. 

I have read with deep regret the distressing accoumt you have given me 
of the situation of Columbia and Alachua counties; and, had I the power7 

I would most cheerfully adopt the several measures yon have suggested for 
their defence. But the Government have intrusted the defence of the fron­
tier to the officers of the United States army, and have not authorized me, 
.or given me the means of doing auy thing for the protection of the people. 
'The quartermasters and commissaries stationed in East Florida, not being 
subject to my order, would disregard any requisition made on them by me 
to supply troops not in the service of the United States; nor will the Gov­
ernment pay the men ordered into service by me, even to save the women 
and children of the frontier from inevitable destruction, unless on the re­
quisition of the general commanding their own troops. This fact has been 
fully proven in Middle and West Florida, where I have borrowed and paid 
ont to the troops raised by me for the defence of the frontier $85,000, no 
part of which has yet been refunded by the General Government. I would, 
therefore, recommend you to represent the situation of the frontier people 
to General Eustis, who, I understand, is in the immediate command, and 
ask of him the necessary supplies and defence. From what I have been in­
formed of his character as an officer, I cannot believe that he will withhold 
any thing which may be deemed necessary for the protection and .security to 
the settlements. It; however, I am mistaken in this belief, and he should 
refuse to receive into service a sufficient volunteer force to co-operate with 
the regular troops in· d:fending the_ country and driving back the enemy,. 
you-are hereby authonzed to orgamze such n force from your battalion, un­
der the authority of the Territory, as will give security to the frontier of 
Alachua. Should you be compelled to resort to this measure, and the troops 
thus raised are not hereaf~er recognised by the Government, I will endeavor to 
have them paid so soon as funds can be procured for the purpose, by the au­
thority of the Legislative Council. With regard to forage and subsistence, 
I regret to say that I have not the means of furnishing either. I have been 
endeavoring for some time past to procure suitable funds to send to New 
Orleans for a supply of corn for the suffering inhabitants of Alachua and 
Columbia ; but, hitherto, have found it impossible. I am in hopes of pro­
curing a small amount in a short time, and, as soon as practicable, I will send 
a cargo of corn to Fort White. This is all that I have any hope of accomplish-
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iug with the means I now possess, and the authority with which I am in­
vested. I have represented the situation of the country to our Delegate 
in Congress, and have called on him in the most earnest manner to provide 
the necessary protection and support for the inhabitants who have suffered 
.so long, and have defended their homes so nobly. Whatever I can do1 you 
may rest assured shall be done for your relief. 

Very respectfully: 
R. K. CALL. 

Major J. GARRASON. 

NEWNANSVILLE, June 12, 1838. 
Su{: Our eounty at this time .is much relieved from the Indians, to 

what it was some time past; but we are not without danger. Agreeably to 
your communication, authorizing me to raise a sufficient force from my 
battalion to defend the frontier of Alachua, and an order I had issued pre­
vious to my receiving the same, I have kept the whole of the battalion in 
service; and I still believe it to be necessary, although the Indians, at pres­
.ent, are beaten off from us. But the reason of their leaving our neighbor­
hood is, that we gave them no rest, but were continually after them, as long 
as they were in our reach. 

I beg leave to state to your exc~llency that, agreeably to your communi­
-cation of the 18th ultimo, I immediately went to Fort White to receive the 
corn, but found it in a very bad condition. The corn, although a very 
good article, was put up in damaged bags, which caused a considerable 
loss ; and I was in formed by the owner of the boat that there was a failure 
in the quantity of two hundred bushels when they received it; and I think 
there will be a loss of three hundred bnshel~ on account of the bags­
making a nett loss of five hundred bushels. 

I have bl!en necessarily compelled to purchase a considerable quantity 
of corn and forage for the horses, while in service, to the amount of twelve 
or fifteen hundred dollars; and as I am nearly run ont of funds by losses 
by the Indian depredations, and many other causes, I have to request you 
to inform me on what plan I can have the money refunded to me again, as 
I am in great need of it: to carry on the service; for forage and provisions 
are very scarce and hard to comD at in this county, and I feel desirous to 
do all I can to elose the war. I should write more particulars, but Adju­
tant Byrd will give you this communication, and he is prepared to give 
you any infonnation you , may require, as he has been with me in most 
cases, and can inform you verbally. 

Major Beckham informs me that he will accompany Adjutant Byrd to 
Tallahassee. He was eleeted lieutenant colonel on the 9th instant. Major 

• B~ckham is a gentleman that deserves the promotion of his fellow-citizens 
and the inhabitants of Alachua for his past services. Nothing would have 
prevente€! his having an almost unanimous vote, but the question not being 
decided concerning the tie at the last election. 

If your excellency would think proper to commi.ssion him, it would give 
satisfaction to most of the citizen~ and voters of Alachua county, althongh, 
perh::tps, not strictly \Vi thin the letter of the law. As relates to myself, it will 
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be left entirely with you to decide, as I am perfectly satisfied with what 
your excellency7s wisdom decides and directs. 

With great consideration and respeet 7 I am, sir, your humble servant, 
J. GARRASO N 

His Excellency R. K. CALL, 

Go'Cernor of Fl(ffida. 

rr ALI..AHASSEE, June 23, 1838. 
DEAR SIR: I have just received your letter of the 12th instant7 and re­

gret very much to hear of the loss on the corn I caused to be shipped for 
the use of the suffering inhabitants of Alachua and ( ;olumbia. lt was with 
great difficulty this quantity (2,0()0 bushels) was. procmed7 and I shall be 
unable to send any additional supply. 

With regard to the sum you have paid for corn fo·r the use of the horses 
in service, I am sorry to inform you that I possess no means by which the 
amount can be refunded to you. In my last lAtter to you on that subjectr 
I think J stated, distinctly, that I should be unable to furnish either forage 
or subsistence f(H the Territorial troops, and authorized you to raise so 
many men only as might be necessary for the protection of the se!tlements. 
Not having received a . report from you, l was not appnzed, until yesterdayr 
that yon considered your whole battalion in the service of the Territory. 
The limited authority and means which I possess, uuder the resolution of 
the Legislative Council, will not Jllstify me in keeping so large a foree in 
service longer than would be ab~olutely necessary to drive the Indim)s out 
of the settlements. Had I the means of supporting a Territorial army, l 
should not hesitate in employing one; but, under existing circtJmstances, [ 
should do ·equal injustice to your battalion, nnd the rest of the 'Territory, 
were I to recognise them in service, and depend on taxation to raise a fund 
for their payment. · 'The United States are bound to prot( ·ct our citizens 
from the depredations of the Indians; and it was on1y in those cases where 
the Government neglected or refused to give that protection that I author­
ized Territorial troops to be raised. I am now informed that General 
Taylor and Colonel Twiggs are fully authorized to receive into the service 
of the United States any number of men they may deem necessary for the 
defence of the settlements;. You wilt1 therefore, tender your command to 
them, and consider it no longer in the service of the Territory,. nnless, from 
extreme necessity, a subsequent order should be given for that purpose, on 
the refusal of these officer5 to provide for the defence of the frontier. I 
regret to be under the necessity of adopting this course. I duly appreciate 
the zeal and patriotism of the people of Alachua; but knowing, as 1 do~ 
the difficulties, if not the impossibility7 of procuring Territorial funds for 
their payment, I cannot think of retaining them in service one day longer • 
than absolute necessity may require. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Major J. GARRASON. 

R. K. CALL, 
Governor of Florida. 



TALLAHASSEE, July 31, 1838. 
SrR: I enclose you herewith a copy of a letter which I have just received 

fmm Co!. Dupont, commanding the militia of Gadsden county, informing me 
Qf the murder recently committed by the Indians on a family within twenty 
miles of this place, and at a point where, hitherto, no danger has been ap­
prehended; and also a copy of my letter to Major Dearborn. 'The Indians 
are now masters of the country situated between the Apalachicola and Ock­
tockney rivers, and between the seaboard and our settlements, presenting- an 
.area of more than fifty miles in extent. Their numbers are not fully ascer­
tained; bnt traces of fifty or sixty warriors have been discovered, and it is 
believed they have a much greater force. There is no barrier to prevent 
them from communicating with the Apalachicola bands, with whom it is 
believed they ha·t;e constaritintercourse; and, unless they are expelled from 
their present position, I have no doubt in a very short time every warrior of 
the latter band will be united with them in hostility against us, and the 
counties of Leon and Gadsden, which have until now enjoyed comparative 
tranquillity, will exhibit a wide spread scene of ruin and devastation. To 
obviata these disasters, I promptly ordered into service three companies of 
mounted men, trw command 0f which, you will perceive, was tendered to 
Major Dearborn, for the purpose of co operating with the regular troops, 
and of clri ving the enemy- from our settlements. In reply to my cornmuni­
<!ation on this subjeet, Major Dearborn informs me that he is positively 
ordered nGt to receive mounted men into service, and has made a requisi­
tion on me for two compa.nies of foot. I regret to inform yon that at this 
:Season of the year footmen cannot be raised in this Territory, without re­
sorting to draughts, which are exceedingly ditlknlt to execute, ana which, 
under our system, has been: and will always be, attended with a delay which 
must be fatal to those whose safety depends on raising men by this process. 
Our citizens are ready-, almost with one voice, to mount their horses and 
march against the enemy; but, without forage and without subsistence, 
nothing can be accomplished, and the Executive of the Territory without 
funds is unable to suppty them. I cannot beli.eve that the Government of 
the United States will stop to calculate the di:fft:rence in expense between 
mounted men and footmen, while the lives of hapless women and children 
a-re exposed to the most imminent peril, and when their safety requires the 
most prompt and decisive aetion. Delay must be fatal to hundreds of per­
SBns, and thousands of private property. My du.ty requires me to defend· 
both ; I cannot hesitate in the course to be pursued. I shall order a bat­
talion of two hundred and fifty mountr.d men to take the field, and pursue· 
the Indians until tlley shall have been driven beyond the reach of annoy­
atnce. l tender you the command of these troops, and ha·ve to request that 
they may be fLunished with the necessary transportation, arms, ammunition,, 
forage, aud sustenance. 

Very respectful! y, your obedient servant, 

Lieut. Cot J. GREEN, U. S. 6th Infantry. 

R. K. CALL, 
Governor cif l!"""'lorida. 

TALLAHASSEE, July 31, 183B. 
SIR: In rep1y to the communication which yon did me the honor to hand 

rome this day, relative to the employment of mounted men to operate against 
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the hostile Indians that are at present overrunning the country, murdering 
the inhabitants, and destroying their property, I have the honor to state to 
your excellency, in reply, that Major Dearborn informed me a few days 
since that he had been specially forbidden to receive mounted men to be 
mustered into the service. The instructions which Major Dearborn has 
received on this subject must necessarily govern me, as his successor in 
command of these troops for this section of country. Being satisfied in my 
own mind of the necessity of employing a mounted force, I will take the 
earliest opportunity of forwarding your communication, with the other cor­
respondence which accompanied it, to Brevet Brigadier General Z. Taylor, 
commanding the army in Florida; at the same time, it will afford me great 
satisfaction to do any thing in my power to meet your excellency's views. 
With regard to the prosecution of energetic measures against these mur. 
derers1 I am sensible there is no time to be lost, and that, if they are not soon 
checked, the border settlements will be laid in ashes and the inhabitants 
murdered. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your excellencis obedient servant, 

His Excellency R. K. CALL, 
Gover1lor of Florida. 

J. GREEN, 
L1:eut. Col. 6th Infantry. 

QurNCY, FL., July 28, 1838. 
DEAR SrR: Upon the receipt of your commuuication in Tallahassee I 

immediately proceeded to Quincy, where I found the two young men who 
had survived the attack upon their father's family. Fmm the information 
derived from these young men, I was induced to hope that the girl, who was 
stated to have been killed, might possibly have escaped; and upon whi<'h 
supposition I found that my fellow-citizens had organized a body of twenty­
five men, to be ready to march as soon as I should arrive from rraHahassee. 
Under this conviction, and with a view, moreover, to pay the last tribute of 
respect to a murdered fellow -citizen, we started from Quincy at 6 o'clockt 
P . .M., and reached the scene of murder at 8 o'clock next morning. On 
approaching we beheld a scene which can scarcely be portrayed to the im­
agin:ttion. The whole premises had been redt!ced to ashes; the domestic 
animals, such as hogs, dogs, &c., which had all been killed, were lying 
around the smoking ruins; and every thing gave evidence of the most wan­
!on cr~elty and mischief. Finding the signs very recent and numerous, I 
Immediately took measures to prevent a surprise, and ordered the spy guard 
.to make the necessary search for the bodies of the murdered victims. Major 
"'\Villiam 0. Kenan, who had command of the guard, soon returned with the 
intelligence that he had discovered the bodies of both father and daughter, 
·both dreadfully mangled> particularly the old gentleman, who had his 
throat cut. Afrer having interred the bodies as decently as our means 
would admit, I commenced making such observations as might be necessary 
to guide us in our future operations. The following is the resnlt. 

We discovered the heads of seven beeves which had been killed by the 
enemy, andi from the closest calculation which we could make while on the 
spot, there conld not have been less than thirty or forty bushels of corn 
gathered from the field i in addition to this quantity, they took about twenty 
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bushels of old corn from the crib, which they carried a short distance and 
shelled, leaving the cobs. At the river bank, which is a short distance from 
the house, I discovered four distinct landings where they had loaded their 
boats. The paths leading from the field and house to the river were much 
trodden, and, from every indication around the premises, I am induced to 
believe that the number of the enemy conld not have been less than fifty or 
sixty. One of the young men states that he counted about fifty in one 
gang. 

Under the existing circumstances, and holding the relation that 1 do to 
the citizens of this county, I feel a weight of responsibility which renders 
my situation far from enviable. After the maturest deliberation upon the 
measures best to be adopted, I have arrived at the following conclusion, to 
·wit :·that our measures must be of an offensive, instead of a defensive char­
acter; for, with an extent of frontier exceeding one hundred miles, I feel 
the means at my disposal wholly inadequate to the purpose of defence. I 
have come to the conclusion that it will require a much larger force to give 
protection to the frontier, acting upon the defensive, than it would to enter 
the enemy's country and drive him from his fastnesses. Under these con­
victions, I have delayed taking any steps for the preseut. I will endeavor to 
see you early in the week, at which time I will communicate more at large. 
I am induced to believe that, if the regular troops now in the country would 
operate energetically, they might possibly capture this lawless band, as they 
will no don bt concentrate in the vicinity of their late booty. It is possible, 
however, tbat they may have intended these provisioJ;IS for a trip to the 
east, as they gave every evidence of being well supplied. with boats. 

I am, very respec1fully, yours, &c., 
C. H. DUPONT, 

Colonel, cemmanding 5th reg. F. M 
R. K. CALL, Governor of Plorida. 

'rALLAHASSEE, July 28, 1839. 
SIR: The distress and suffering of the frontier inhabitants of Florida, and 

the danger and destitution to which they are continually exposed, have in­
duced me to send a deputation from among our most intelligent and respect­
able citizens to confer with and to represeNt to your excellency the true 
condition of this .Territory, in the hope that meastJres may be adopted to 
avert in future the evils and perils to which we have been so long exposed. 
For this purpose, I have named the Hon. Thos. Randall, the Hon. Charles 
Downing, General Thomas Brown, Colonel George S. Hawkins, Colonel 
H. W. Braden, Colonel R. Fitzpatrick, and Mr. William Brockenborough. 
}lost of these gentlemen have served in the different campaigns and expedi­
tions against the Indians, and have acquired much experience in the war. 
Their extensive interests are identified with the fate of Florida. They are 
acquainted with the situation of the country and the character of the ene­
my, and will be able to give you much valuable information. I hope your 
excell:ncy will pardon the liberty I have taken in presenting them to you 
for th1s purpose, as well as for the suggestions and remarks I shall venture 
to make. 

I am aware: sir, of the deep interest you have felt, and still feel, no less 
in the successful prosecution of this harassing war, than for the safety and 
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prosperity of this country; and nothing but a sense of duty to the people of 
Florida could have induced me to intrude on your attention. 

1 have been an anxious spectator of the passing events of this war. I 
have witnessed the heroic and manly struggle of the frontier settler to de. 
fend his family and his borne against the assaults of the enemy. But I 
have seen house after house, and family after family, fall beneath the hands 
of the savage. I have seen settlement after settlement recede before the 
ravages of the infuriated Seminole, leaving behind them a depopulated 
country and a waste of smoking ruins. Step by step has the enemy ad­
vanced on his pRth of blood and desolation. He has added hundreds of 
square miles, which were once inhabited l•y an indu~trious and prosperous 
people, to the silence and gloom of the wilderness. His desolating march 
has swept over the country with the fury of the whirlwind, and has brought 
the frontier within a few miles of the capital. Thousands of privata pro­
perty has been destroyed, and hundreds of our citizens have perished. Emi­
gration has been suspended, and our planting interests measurably ne­
glected. Snch, sir, has been the success of the enemy ; and such is the 
melancholy pieture which this country presents, after a war of near four 
years' continuance, in which millions and millions of public treasnre have 
been liberally expended to support the armies operating in Florida. And 
what, sir, are the trophies and the advantnges we are permitted to display 
against this humiliating catalogue of our losses and our sufferings? What 
territory have we won from the enemy? Not a square fnot beyond the 
reach of the guns of our camps and our fortresses; and even now, the sol­
dier~, in passing from post to post on the roads by which they arc con­
nected, are sometimes shot down by tile lurking and unseen savages. No cit­
izen on our border, for the space of three hundred miles, can leave his house 
in pursuit of his daily avocations, without danger to his own person, and 
the more painful apprehension of finding his fa mil r butchered Oil his return. 
Notwithstanding the presence of a large regular force on this frontier, with­
in the last twelve months many nf the ludians have emigrated with their 
families to Middl8 Florida, where tlw.y have built houses, cleared lands: and 
culti vateu crops during the present season. Their successful advance has 
been as steady and as unfaltering as the march of time; and, unless arrested 
in their progress, the last house, and the last inhabitant of Florida, must 
eveutnally ~hare the fate of those that have already fallen. 

I a~ aware: sir, that Florida has been reproached and most unjustly cen­
sured f<)r not defending herself against the inroads of the . savages. With 
her sparse population, (near one-half of whom are slaves,) scattered over a 
vast extent of territory-with a frontier vulnerable at every point for the 
distance of more than three hundred miles-without the means of procur­
ing arms, ammunition, and provisions-but little could reasonably have 
been expected of her. She bas, however, with her feeble force and limited 
resources, ever been ready to do her duty. She has done much to repel 
invasion and protect those exposed to danger; and that she has done no 
more, is mainly to be attributed to the want of arms, ammunition, and 
other supplies, which have been frequently withheld from us whfm most 
required, by those who alone had the power to furnish them. As a proof of 
this, 1 beg leave respectfully to call your attention to the accompanying cor­
respondence which I have, at different times, held with the officers of the 
army and of the militia of Florida on this and other subjects connected 
with the defence of the frontier. Allow me to say, sir, that I can commu .. 
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nicate several instances, occurring under my own personal observation, 
where whole families have been butchered by the enemy, in consequence of 
the refusal of the officers of the Government to furnish from the abundant 
public stores the supplies required to support the troops ordered out by me 
for the defence of the frontier. There are, however, some honorable in­
stances to the contrary; and, among them, it affords me great plea~ure to 
say that from Lieutenant Colonel Green, Major Charles Mapes, and Captain 
Heintzelman, of the quartermaster's department, I have at all times re­
ceived every aid and assistance in their power to give. 

It is not my desire to cast reflections upon any one, and I shall offer no 
remark on any part of this correspondence. It is for you to decide whether 
the measures I have at different times proposed for the defence of the fron­
tier h~ve been properly regarded; whether the protection I have recom­
mended bas been given; and whether much of the suffering and destruction 
of human life which has ensued might not have been avoided by the adop­
tion of these suggestions. There is one fact unquestionable: Since the 1st 
of February last more blood has been shed, and more property has been 
destroyed, in Middle Florida, than there has been during the whole period 
of the war beside. 'l'he enemy still hovers on our borders, threatening 
every frontier honse with destruction, though there are twelve companies 
of regular troops in summer quarters west of the Suwanee river and east of 
the Wakulla. I have at this time iwo companies of the Florida troops in 
the pay of, and subsisted by, the Territory; and I shall employ as many more 
as the limited resources of Florida will support, until the enemy shall have 
been driven beyond the reach of annoyance to the settlements. Of this, sir, 
you may be welt assured : Florida cannot long endure her preseut condi­
tion; the ravages of this war upon her substance and the lives of her peo­
ple may justly be compared to the devouring cancer, which first appears 
on the exterior of the human body; it increases slowly and steadily, but its 
consummation is the destruction of life. Not less certain must be the re­
sult of this war~ in the slaughter or expulsion of every white inhabitant of 
Florida, unless more energetic and persevering measures are adopted for its 
prosecution. 

l shall attempt no criticism upon the campaigns of the last two winters, 
nor will I discuss the policy or propriety of the truce lately entered into 
with the Seminoles. The former failed to produce the desired result. The 
latter ha:s been most treacherously and perfidiously violated by tbe enemy; 
<'lnd this exterminating war is now renewed, with all its horrors. The 
untiring perseverance of General Jesup and General Taylor, their zeal, 
energy, and skill, entitled them to greater success and higher distinction 
tban they have acquired in this war. Nor do I believe other generals will 
be more successful, acting on the policy and plan heretofore pursued by 
the Government. The great error, in my opinion, which has been com­
mitted, has been in the shortness of the period in which our armies have 
held the field. Against this policy I entered my most earnest remonstrance 
with the then Secretary of "\V ar, when the army retired in the spring of 
1836, leaving the enemy to riot in the blood. and plunder of our people; 
I then urged the continued prosecution of the war, until its final termina­
tion, without regard to seasons. '11 hree years' experience has confirmed 
me in the opinion I then entertained ; and had this policy been pursued, 
I doubt not the war would long since have been brought to a successful 

, 

• 
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and honorable conclusion, and with less than half the loss of life and ex­
penditure of treasure it has already cost the Government. 

The army has never remai11ed long enough in the field to produce any 
decisive result. These short expeditious of a few months or weeks, re­
quiring, on each occasion, a new outfit of transportation and supplies, have 
had a tendency to exhaust the resources of the Government, while, by their 
failure to subdue the enemy, they have added to his confidence, and con­
firmed his resistance. 

Be assured, sir, that the warlike Seminoles, in their native hammocks, 
are not to be subdued in a campaigu of two or three months; nor will they 
even be dispirited by such operations, when they know that the army will 
retire into summer quarters with the first appearance of spring, leaving 
them undisputed masters of the field. So long as they shall eujoy nine 
months in the year secure from pursuit-so long as they are permitted 
to cultivate their fields in peace, and prosecute this predatory warfare 
on the frontier inhabitants with impunity, they will continue to resist our 
p(}wer. The enetuy has shown himself too treacherous for negotiation. 
The last hope of subduing him by kindness, and closin2; the war by con­
ciliatory measures, mnst have expired with the late victims of his treach­
ery and cruelty. "War to the knife"-uncompromising, exterminating war­
is his motto and his determination. If it is to be closed by the success of 
our arms, rely on it: sir, it must be prosecuted without regard to seasoNs. 
The pursuit of the enemy must be persevering and continuous, without 
halt, truce, or parley, until he shall be convinced both of our power and 
our unyielding determination to subdue him. For my own part, I do not 
believe, sir, that the end of time will find the Seminoles a conquered peo­
ple, unless there should be a change in the mannr.r of conducting the war. 

I will not pretend to say that the rresent army of the United States, 
composed for the most part of officers and men reared in a more northern 
latitude, unaccustomed to the burning sun of the south, can prosecute the 
war in Florida during the snmmer months without much hazard and loss. 
rrhe experienced gen-erals who command the army are much better calcu­
lated than myself to decide this question. But for the people of the south 
and west, I am prepared to speak. 'There are men in Florida, Georgia, 
and the neighboring States, who, if permitted, will take the field, and hold 
it through every vicissitude and change of season ; men who will not halt 
for the summer's heat or winter's cold, until the enemy shaH have been 
finally conquered. It is such a force as this, sir, that I desire to see 
imbodied for the prosecution of the Florida war. And, if authorized to 
do so, I have every reason to believe that I can in a few weeks have one 
or two brigades ready for service. With a view of making a fair ex­
periment with this force, if approved, I would suggest the propriety of 
assigning a particular district for it to operate in, where it will be subject 
alone to the orders of its own officers, who will be responsible for any 
failure of enterprise within its limits. Ti1is district sbould embrace the 
frontier of Middle and West Florida, and extend as far south as tbe '.Vithla­
coochie, and a line due east from its source to the Atlantic. In presenting 
this plan of operation, l am actuated by no ndcind feelings towards the 
army of the United States, which has at all times been distinguished for 
its gallantry, but by an ardent desire to relieve the people of tbis 'Territory 
fi·om the horrors and calamities of a savage war, which has been so long 
maintained on its borders. If, in conjunction with this plan of operation, 
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encouragement is given to emigration by granting a bounty of land, and 
allowing pay and rations to those who will settle the country and enrol 
themselves for service, in a few months there would be a sufficient popula­
tion of hardy, enterprising men, located in the peninsula, to hold their 
positions Hgainst the whole force gf the Indians. When this perfidious and 
savage people, who disregard all pledges, however solemnly made, and who 
cannot be w'on by kindness and conciliation, however sincerely proffered, 
shall see, instead of the frontier settlements giving way before them: a white 
population mnking permanent settlements in the wilderness, they will no 
longer hope for success in their desperate resistance, and will be satisfied 
to emigrate from the country. 

For the defence of the frontier settlements, a11ow me, sir, to call your 
attention to the plan I suggested to the Secretary of War, in a Jetter which 
I had the honor to address to him on that subject, dated the 4th of October 
last. Had this plan been adopted, I entertain the belief that the present 
settlements in Florida would not only have been entirely free from danger, 
but that the line of frontier would have been advanced far beyond its 
present boundary; that the numerous plantations from which the inhabit­
ants have been driven during the war would have been reoccupied and 
cultivated during the present year; thus driving the Indians within more 
narrow limits, and producing a large quantity of corn for the use of the 
arm'y during the next campaign. Should you approve of the plan then sug­
gested, its execution may yet contribute greatly to the security of the present 
frontier inhabitants. In a conversation held with the Secretary of War on 
the subject, he expressed himself favorably disposed to this plan, and he 
gave an order for its partial execution ; but the commanding general con­
sidered the order addressed to his discretion, and it was never carried into 
execution. 

If the suggestions I have ventured to make should be deemed unworthy 
of consideration, I hope they may at least induce · your excellency to ex­
amine into the present situation of this Territory, and provide for its in­
habitants a better system of defence. If the war raged only at a distance, 
and the lives and fortunes of our people were secure from danger, we might, 
like other citizens of the United States, look with calmness on the scene of 
conflict, and leave the arms of the nation to vindicate their own reputation. 
But while our slumbers are nightly hroken by the yell of the savages­
while our property is arrested from our possession, and our wives and 
children are perishing in the flames of our own dwellings--we can no longer 
be silent. We must invoke the constituted authorities for protection; but, 
above all, we ask that we may be furnished with the means of protecting 
ourselves, and defending those who are dearer than our own existence. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. K. CALL, 

His Excellency MARTIN VAN BuREN, 
Governor of Florida. 

President of the United States. 
\, 

TALLAHASSEE, August 5, 1839. 
SrR: I have the honor herewith to enclose a copy of my correspondence 

with Colonel William Davenport, of the United States army, from which 
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you will perceive that he has repeatedly re!nsed to furnish supplies for the 
troops of the Territory, which I have thought necessary for the defence of 
the frontier. After his first refusal, I enclosed to him a copy of your letter, 
authorizing me, in cases of emergency, to call ont a militia force not ex· 
ceeding 3UU men, nnd requiring the officers of the Government to furnish 
them with supplies. I considered the massacre of thirteen persons in one 
night by the fugitive Creek Indians such an emergency as required the 
exercise nf the authority which you had conferred on me, particularly as 
Colonel Davenport refused positively to move against these Indians with 
the ample force under his command. His reasons for this yon will find 
in his letters. I should be content to submit this correspondence to your 
consideration without a remark, were it not for the letter of Colonel Daven· 
port of the 21st of May, which was evideutly intended more for the War 
Department aud the eye of the commanding geueral than for myself. In 
this letter, the Colonel has, with much ingenuity, made out a plausible ex- . 
cuse for his own conduct; while he has, in my opinion, indulged in un­
merited censure and unbecoming remarks on the conduct of the people ot 
this 'l'erritory. A brief narration of facts will place both in their proper 
light. On the 11th of February the Indians renewed their attacks on the 
frontier settlements of Middle Florida, which were continued with short 
intervals until about the middle of March. So soon as General Taylor, 
then at ,..rampa Bay, heard of this unexpected outbreak on the frontier, (for 
he no doubt believed he had provided an ample force for its protection,) he 
ordered Colonel Davenport, with four companies of the 1st regiment of in· 
fan try, to proceed, by steamboat, to St. Mark'R, where a company of dragoons 
were ordered to join him. These troops, with those previously f'tationed 
in Middle and West Florida, gave Colonel Davenport, as lam informed, a 
command consisting of fourteen or fifteeu 'companies of regular troops. He 
arrived at St. Mark's on the 5th or 6th of March, with the fonr companies of 
the 1st infantry. He ·was directed by General Taylor to confer with me, 
but, to the best of my recollection, he was ordered to commence his operations 
north and west of the enemy, so as to dislodge the fugitive Creeks from 
West Florida, and drive the whole Indian force to the west of the Suwanee. 
On the evening of the 6th of March he had a personal interview with me, 
arid made me acquainted with his instructions. I then urged him, by every 
argument I was capable of making, to proceed, without delay, against the 
Creek Indians. J informed him of the danger they threatened to the settle­
ments, by permitting them to remain in the situation they then held, and 
offered him any number of militia he might require to co-operate with him 
in the expedition. But the Colonel declined moving against the Indians, 
on the ground that the season was too far advanced to commence a cam­
paign. It is true, as stated by him, that Captain Hutter had reported that 
the Ureeks had expressed a willingness to emigrate, provided they were 
permitted to go by land; but this was some two mouths before, aud must 
have been known to General Taylor at the time he gave his orders to Col. 
Davenport. The Indians had not come in, nor was there, at that time, any 
prospect of their doing so. At this period, every house on the frontier of 
Middle Florida was exposed to the utmost danger ; yet on the 11th of 
March, as you will perceive from my letter of that date, the four companies 
of the 1st infantry remained encamped at St. Mark's, and not until some 
days after did they move out to take the positions I requested them to oc­
cupy in that letter. The Colonel n1entions having made a requisition on 
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me for four companies of volunteers, to· serve for twelve months-two of 
horse: and two of foot. He speaks of the delay iu l'<lising these troops; as 
thongh it had caused a disappointlllent in his plan of operations. 'rhe os­
tensible object of requiring these troops, as set forth in his letter of the 21st 
of May, was to dislodge the Indians from Patterson's hammock. He says, 
" that I might ·do this with the greatest certainty, I thought best to employ 
in this service men better acquainted with these fastnesses thnn the regular 
soldiers pretend to be. With this object in view, I called on your excellency 
for four companies of Florida v:olunteers, to serve for twelve months, agree­
ably to a law of the Legislative Council on the llth of March," &c. Now, 
sir, the place called Patterson's hammock does not exceed eigbt or ten 
miles square. It is situated about 40 miles from St. Mark's, with a good 
public road leading from that place almost within sight of it. The com­
pany of dragoons ordered from the east to join Colonel Davenporfs com­
mand must have marched within a few miles of this hammock, and were 
alone sufficient to have routed every Indian from it. And there were 
several other co"mpanies of regular troops stationed not far distant from that 
hammock, attended by experienced guides, and fully competent to the per­
formance of this duty. Before the arrival of Colonel Davenport or the re­
inforcements brought with him, Major Noel: under the orders of Colonel 
Green, with his command, penetrated thi~ hammock; and, but for the wound 
he received by the accidental discharge of his own pistol, no doubt is enter­
tained but that he would have drivel! out every Indian. One of the mounted 
companies required hy Colonel Davenport was raisen, mustered into service 
for twelve months, and about the 15th of April, in conjunction with another 
company of volunteers, for six months. A number of our citizens and the 
regular troops made a drive for the Indians in this celebrated hammock. 
But the expedition had been so long delayed, the Indians had abandoned it. 
On the 28th of April I received a letter from Colonel Davenport, informing 
me that the second company of mounted men ordered to be raised for twelve 
months had failed to rendezvous at the time and place appointed. He says, 
"I conclude he (the captain) has not been able to raise a company; and I am 
the less concerned at it:as I already have, in my opinion, as many mounted men 
as the service requires in tbis quarter." In the same letter, he asks to be in­
formed whether he may any longer expect the two foot companies, or either 
of them, asked for in his letter of the 11th of March. To this letter I gave 
an immediate reply; and informed him, with regret, that volunteer footmen to 
serve for twelve months could not be raised in this Territory at that time; 
but that as many mounted volunteers as he might require could be obtained. 
I informed him that footmen could only be raised by draught, and for 
four months, agreeably to the laws of the ,.-rerritory, and, if required, 
a draught should be ordered to raise them. No reply was made to this until 
the 21st of .May, when the Colonel seems to have thought it necessary, in 

·answer to my letter calling on him to make an expedition against the Creek 
Indians, (who had then recently committed a number of murders,) to speak 
of the delay and disappointment in not getting: these two companies of foot 
for twelve months: He says," I did not expect you to offer me horsemen ; I 
had not asked for fonr months' men." In his letter of tile 28th of April, 
he says: "I had flattered myself, with their aid, (the two companies of 
foot asked for, for twelve months,) I could operate against the fugitive 
Creeks to the west of the Wakulla, without too much weakening my line 
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of defence." Now, if the Colonel had really ~een in want of troops, it does 
appear to me that he would not have been so very fastidious in his choice 
as to refuse to receive mounted volunteers for twelve months, or draughted 
footmen for four months; nor can I see the necessity of raising men for 

.. twelve months, when nine, at least, out of the twelve, are to be spent in 
summer quarters. In addition to the large regular force employed on this 
frontier during the present year, there have been two companies of mounted 
volunteers, and a company of draughted militia a part of the time; and yet it 
is a fact well known, that the Indians have built houses, cleared lands, and 
cultivated crops west of the Suwanee, and the frontier of Middle Florida has 
suffered more than it ever did when defended alone by four companies of 
Florida militia. 'rhe Colonel has thought it necessary to speak of some 
persons who fled from this Territory to avoid a draught; and this is now, 
no doubt, a matter of record in the War Department. When explained, 
this wi1l not be considered a matter of reproach against the citizens of 
Florida, among whom there is as much character, respectability, and spirit, 
as will be found in any part of America. The laws of this Territory, how­
ever, make aliens and transient persons, \vho have been ten days previous­
ly in the Territory, liable to draught ; and it is not at all remarkable that 
such persons, having but little to detain them in the country, and no per­
manent residence, should leave the Territory, sooner than serve a campaign 
of four months against the Indians, or even to remain in summer quarters 
that length of time. It is true that some persons of this description did 
run away at the time mentioned by Colonel Davenport; but it has rarely 
occurred that any citizen of the Territory, when draughted and required to do 
so, has not served either by himself or substitute. In speaking of Captain 
Byrd's company of draughted men, the colonel says, "of the whole num­
ber draughted, very few of them are now in the company." This state­
ment was also true, and yet it was calculated to make a false impression ; 
for the company was at that time fnll, or very nearly so, though the greater 
part of the men were substitutes authorized by the laws of the Territory. 

I have been thus particular, sir, in commenting on the letter of Colonel 
Davenport of the 21st of May, not with a view of doing him injury, (for I 
have no such desire,) but to do justice to the people of Florida, who, in my 
opinion, have been unjustly and illiberally assailed. With regard to the 
refusal of Colonel Davenport to furnish the supplies I have required for 
the defence of the frontier, I have nothing to say: the facts are now before 
you, and are submitted without a remark. It is proper, however, that I 
should inform you that I have now two companies of mounted men in the 
pay of, and subsisted by, the Territory; and that I shall employ as many more 
as the limited resources of the Territory can support, until every frontier 
settler shall be relieved from danger. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Ron. J. R. PoiNSETT, 

Secretary of War. 

R. K. CALL. 



193 [ 278} 

·Copies of the documents referred to in R. K. Call's letter of August 5th1 

1839, addressed to the honorable J. R. Poinsett. 

HEADQUARTERS, ST. MARK's, M. F., 
March 11, 1839. 

SIR: Regarding it as a duty to use all means in my power to give protec­
tion to all the frontier inhabitants, and believing the aid of part of them ne­
cessal'Y to enable me to effect this ena, so much desired by aU of us, I have 
the honor to request of your excellency four companies of militia. 

Upon the supposition that they can best perform the service which will. 
be requir€d of them by being a part mounted and a part on foot, I have to 
request two companies of each, to serve for one year unless sooner dis-
charged. . 

It '"1s desirable that they be raised, any way you may think best, as early 
as practicable; and when organized agreeably to law, (notice being given,) 
an officer will attend at the time and place of rendezvous to muster them 
into the service of the United States. 

I have the honor to be your excellency's obedient servant, 

• His Excellency R. K. CALL, 
Tallahassee, Florida. 

W.M. DAVENPORT, 
Col.onel corrunanding . 

T ALLAH AS SEE, March 11, 1839. 
Dr.;AR SrR: I regret that it will be out of my power to visit St. Mark's 

to-morrl)w, as I had intended; but, on reflection, I can find nothing mate­
rial to add to the suggestions 1 have already made in my verbal communi· 
,cations with you relative to the defence of this frontier, which is now ex­
posed to the greatest danger, and is suffering from the repeated and contin­
ued attacks and depredations of the enemy. Allow me again to repeat my 
earnest request that one company of the troops under your command may 
be stationed on or near the St. Augustine road, mid way between Charles's 
ferry aud San Pedro; one company midway between San Pedro and the­
Qscilla ferry; one company near the natural bridge of the St. Mark's; one 
company at Richardson's, near the head of the Wakulla; and one at the 
Six-mile spring, on the railroad. These, with the post already established, 
should be connected· by a chain of scouts to pass daily from post to post, 
and thus cover the whole line of frontier. In advance of these posts, I pro­
pose to place the volunteer companies, now raising, which will be tendered 
to you for service. They should be required to scout the whole country 
from the settleme!lts to the sea-coast, which would, it is believed, give entire: 
protection to Middle Florida. 

Yours, respectfully, . ·: 

R. K. CALL. 
Colonel VVM. DAVENPORT, U.S. Army~ 

W ACJSSA, lJ;Jarch 22, 1839. ' 
DEAR SrR: Your excellency's letter of the 20th is. at hand.; You will > 

please remember that the company of the 1st infantry stationed near the 
13 
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natural bridge, on the St. Mark's, was put there by your particular desire . . 
However, if it is of no service there, I will use it elsewhere, where I have 
use for it. My order to him was to locate at the place mentioned by Cap­
tain Byrd, if he thought proper, after examining it. I presume he concluded 
that it was not a point promising health. vVe have been in active pursuit 
of the Indians since the conflict with Powell, and I do not yet despair of 
some success. We shall, at least, if I am not deceived, drive them to the · 
east of the Suwanee before they can get rest. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient sePtant, 
WILLIAM l>AVENPORT, 

Colonel commanding. 
Governor R. K. CALL, Tallahassee. 

T.Ar~LAHASSEE, March 23, 1839. 
DEAR SIR: Immediately after the receipt of yonr letter of the 11th inst., 

I gave the necessary orders for raisin g, for the term of twelve months, four 
companies of volunteers (two of foo t: a ud the same number of mounted men) 
agreeably to your requisition. l bu ve now the honor to inform you that one: 
company of mounted men will be ready at San Pedro to be mustered into 
service on the 25th instant, which I have requested Captain Griffin, adju· 
tant general of the army of F lorid a, to inspect and muster into service. It. 
may require some time to organize th~ remaining three compnnies1 as the 
term for which the law requires them to be raised is longer than men are 
generally willing to engage. As soon as practicable, however, they shall 
be raised and reported to you for service. 'I'he compauy of militia under · 
the command of Captain Byrd will be ready for muster and inspection on 
Wednesday next, at the camp, on the road between Mnguolia and Camp 
'\Vacissa. A part of the men have already been in service some time. I 
desire that the company rnay be mustered in such manner as to secure to 
them the pay to \vhich they may be entitled. 1,hey were raised when the 
settlements were exposed to great danger-two or three at a time, as they 
were assembled, without waiting for a systematic organization. From the · 
conversation I have had with von on the sultject, I have considered both · 
this and Captain Rowle's compatiy already under your command. The lat­
ter, like the former, was, from necessity, ordered into service before it was 
c{Jmpleted ; and: as it has teen constantly on the scout in service, I cannot 
say whether it yet contains the requi~ite number. Yon will please give 
t)Uch orders for its muster and futnre service as you moy thmk proper. 

I am, s1r, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Colonel DAvENPORT, 
United ~tates army. 

R.K. CALL, 
G()ve:·nor oj Plorida .. 

'r .ALLAHASSEE, }Jfarclt, 23, 1839. 
DkAR SIR: I have just received your letter of 22d instant, in reply to 

'llllne of the 20th, in \\ hich you obstr ;e : ·' You will. ptease 1 enuu.ber fhat: 
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the company of the 1st infantry, station.ed nPar the natural bridge, on the 
St. Mark's, was put there by your particular desire. However, if it is of no 
service there, I will use it elsewhere~ where I have use for it." From this 
remark, it would seem that you consider this company actually at the place 
where 1 requested it to be stationed. Such is not the case. I understand 
that it is some five or six miles distant from the place 1 recommended. When 
I requested a company to be stationed at or near the natural bridge of the 
St. Mark 's, it was with a view of having it placed near enough to be of some 
service in gnarding that pass, and not with a design of having it placed some 
five or six miles otf, and within a few hundred yards of the headquarters of 
another company, where it would and must be eutirely unnecessary. Subse­
quent to my req nest, you informed me that you had ordered this company to 
Richmond, on the St. Mark's; which I considered a very good position. On 
learning- that the company had taken post e·ight miles from that place, along­
side of Captain Byrd's company of Florida militm, I communicated this 
intelligence to you, ant.l expressed the opinion that its presence was unne­
cessary there, and not unnecessary at or near the natnrnl bridge of the St. 
Mark's, where I had requested it to be placed. I am thus particular in re­
plying to this part of your letter, with no othe1· object than to acquit myself 
of the supposed inconsistency of r~cormnending a statiou fnr the troops, and 
then immedi<\tely condemning it as unnecessary. I wish it also remembered 
that, in recommending a station at the natural bridge and at the Six-mile 
spring on the railroad, it was only temporary, until yon should receive fur" 
ther information with regard to the fugitive Creek Indians in West Florida. 
As you expressed an unwillingness to send these companies to a distance 
until you received this intelligence, I shall be truly grateful to heal' that the 
party in pursuit of the Indians, who remained so long depredating on thJs 
frontier, bas succeeded in routing and driving them east of the Suwanee. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Colonel vV ILLIAM DAVENPOH'r, 

United States army. 

R. K. CALL. 

HEADQUARTERS, FoRT \V AcrssA, 1\'I. F. 
11-:farch 31, 1839. 

SrR: I did not have the honor to receive your excellency's letter of the 
23d inst. until my arrival here yesterday. l regret there should be any 
difference of opinion between us as regards tbe station of that company of 
the 1st infantry on the road from St. Mark's to Richmond. It was certainly 
my wish to station it agreeably to your desire, and, I may add, that I [regret I] 
have failed to do so. Yon req nested in your Jetter of the ll th inst., which w~s 
duly received, "that one company of the troops under your commaad be 
stationed at or near the natural bridge of the St. Marks ;" and it was in 
accordance with this request the company was ordered there. After every 
thing belonging to the company was in the wagon, and the company para­
ded to march, I was visited by Captain Byrd, who informed me that he was 
stationed at the natural bridge, and could guard that pass, and that he 
thought I had better send the company to Richmond. 'rhis I mentior.ed 
to Captain Day, and told him to look at that point, and, if it promised health, 
to occupy it. I have not seen the Captain since, but presume that he did 
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.examine it, and came to the conclusion that it could not be a healthy place. 
requested Captain Byrd to go with him, and show him the posuion he 

thought he should occupy with a hope to be useful. Some three hours af­
terwards I met with you, and acquainted you with the opinions of Captain 
Byrd. You replied that he knew the country better than yon, and Rich­
mond would probably be the best position of the two. By this statement 
you will see that I never ordered a company to take post at Richmond ; and 
if you ever told me that yon wished one there, I have forgotten it. Cap­
tain Day was ordered to take post at or near the natural bridge, but was told 

·by me, at the instant he was about to move, that he might go as high up as 
Richmond, should he think that place more favorable to health, after looking 
at it. 'l'he interview I had with Captain Byrd, above referred to, was the 
first time I heard he had a company at the natural bridge. I may further 
state to your excellency, that your letter acquainting me of the time and 
,place Captain Byrd's company would be ready to be mustered into service, 
did not reach me until yesterday. As Captain Griffin, who waited on you, 
was sent here to perform that duty, I thought you would have given him 
the notice. 'I'his I mention by way of an apology for not having an officer 
in attendance. To-day I sent an express to Captain Byrd: informing him that 
I will be at his camp at 10 o'clock A. M. on Tuesday next, and muster his 
company iuto the service of the United States. Vllishing further informa­
tion from you, I shall visit Tallahassee in the coun:e of four or five days, if 
not prevented by some unforeseen occurrence. The Indians, as I presume 
you have already heard, escaped us. After hunting abont for several days, 
every trace of them was lost, and all our efforts availed nothing. 

I am, with great respect, your excellency's most obedient servant, 
WM. DAVENPORT, 

Colonel TT. 8. A., commanding. 
His Excellency R. K. CALL, 

Tallahassee, Florida. 

HEADQUARTERS, FORT \V ACISSA, 

April 28, 1839. 
SIR: Captain Langford visited me at Fort Roger Jones some six days 

sincf', and gave me notice that he would have a company of mounted men 
rendy to be mustered on Saturday next, (ye1:iterday.) Having disappointed 
me on a former nccasion, I instructrd him to march it to Fort \Vacissa, 

· wher it would be received and mustered into the service of the United 
States. 

He has not attended, ngreeably to his appointment, nor have I heard 
from him since. I conclude he has not been able to raise a compar~y; and 
I am the less concerned at it, as I already have, in my opinion, as many 
moun ted mPn as the state of the service requires in this quarter. 
Owin~ to circumstances beyond my control, I do not expect service from 

Captain .F owell's company, and shall therefore di~charge it at an eiilrly 
day. 

\Yill your excellency inform me whether I am any longer to exp{ ct the 
two compat1ies of foot, or either of them, asked for in my requisition of the 
11th of March last? \Vith their Clid, I flatter myself that it would be in my 
power to operate against the fugit1ve Creeks to the west of the WakullaJ 
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without disturbing my line of defence, so soon as the Indians to the east 
of that river are driven across the Suwanee. Indeed, I have a strong be­
lief that they have crossed it already, but I have no positive assuraace . 
of it. 

I am, sir, with high regard, your excellency's very obedient servant, 
WM. DAVENPOR~r, 

His Excellency R. K. CALL, 
Colonel U.S. army, commanding .. 

r Tallahassee, Middle Florida. 

TALLAHASSEE, April 28, 1839. 
SIR: I have received your letter of the present date, desiring to be in .. 

formed whether there is a prospect of raising the two companies of footmen ­
required in your letter of the 11th ultimo. I regret to say that volunteers, 
to serve on foot for twelve months, cannot be raised in this Territory. As 
many mounted companies as you may require can be obtained; but foot­
men can only be raised by draught; and the longest time for which they are 
liable to serve! under the laws of thi5 Territory, is four months. If required, 
a draug-ht will be ordered to organize snch a force as you may deem neces­
sary for the service. 

With regard to Captain Rowell's company, I should regret exceedingly 
to see it disbanded, although I am satisfied that it is badly organized and 
badly located. The men comprising this company are generally good 
materials, and, under proper discipline, would make efficient soldiers: 
poor they are, and have made sacrifices to enter the service, believing they 
would be employed during- the period of six months. It is now too late for 
them to plant, and, if disbanded, they will not only be without employment, 
but without the means of living. I thiuk humanity requires that they should 
be retained, and, by changing their position, and placing them in detach­
ments along the frontier, they might be made to perform valuable service. 
I have to request that they may not be disbanded until I shall have had a. 
personal interview with you on the subject. 

Yours, respectfully, 
R. K. CALL. 

Colonel DAVENPORT. 

'J.1 ALLAHASS EE, Jl!fay 20, 1839. 
SIR: It is now more than two years since the fugitive Creek Indians, 

d riven from the State of Alabama, invaded the western part of this Terri­
tory. With the exception of the annoyance they received from our local 
militia, called into service on my responsibili.ty, in tbe summer aud fall of 
1837, they have been permitted to remain in the country which they occu­
pied by force, almost without interruption, and have committed murders­
and robberies on the inhabitants with impunity. Since their first appear­
ance in the country, I have repeatedly and most urgently invoked the 
proper authorities of the Government to employ an adequate force for their 
expulsion ; but, as yet, nothing efficient has been done. -Yon will recollect. , 



[ 278] 198 

bow earnestly my solicitations were addressed to you on this subject, im­
meqiately after you assumed the command of this district, in March last. 
The imperative nature of the measure which I then recommended has been 
fully demonstrated by the recent depredations of this lawless band. A few 
days since, near the Apalachicola, four families were robbed, (their dwellings] 
burnt, and fourteen men, women, and children of the number were most 
inhumanly butchered. These horrid ontrages will be continu~d so long 
as the lridians are permitted to oceu py their present po~ition. Defensive 
operations alone will not give protection to the inhabitants. The enemy 
will not only fatten on the spoil of our people, but they will multiply and 
increase, under the measures pursued by the Government. Nothing short 
of their expulsion or destruction will give security to the country. It is 
beliCcved that the· principal force of the fngitive Creeks is now between the 
Apalachicola and Ockloclmey rivers, and that this has been their place of 
refuge durmg the last twelve months. The district of country embraced 
between these two rivers, and between the line of settlements and the sea­
board, is not more than forty miles square. I propose that an active expe­
dition be made in that district, and that constant pursuit be given to the 
Indians, until they shall have been driven beyond the reach of annoyance. 
If the regular troops and the militia now under your command are not 
sufficient to enable you to conduct this enterprise, I will, with the least pos­
sible delay, furnish such additional force as yon may deem necessary. 
Should you be unwilling to accept of the troops J. now offer yon, and will 
f11rnish me with the necessary transportation and supplies, I will guaranty, 
even during the summer months, with the 'l'erritorial troops, the expulsion 
or destruction of every Indian west of the St. Mark's river. I regret, ex­
tremely, the necessity of drawing a military force from our sparse popula­
tion at a season of the y~ar when labor is so much required for cultivation; 
but l cannot bear the heart-rending cries of the women and children who 
nre slaughtered on our borders, and I would make any sacrifice of men or 
money to give them protection. Could I have availed myself of the neces­
sary resources, I should long since have made the expedition I now pro­
pose; but, without the means of procuring subsistence or transportation, I 
am under the necessity of requesting yon to furnish the necessary supply, 
or to conduct an expedition against the fugitive Creeks, with the troops un­
der your command. 

Very respectfully, 

Col. WM. DAvENPOR'r, 

United States Army. 

R. K. CALL. 

HEADQUARTERs, FoRT LAwsoN, M. F., 
May 21, 1839. 

SIR: 1 acknowledge the receipt of your excellency's letter of yesterday's 
date. Nothing could afford me more pleasure than to relieve yon from the 
presence of the fugitive Creeks, and secure the inhabitants from their depre­
dations. The instructions · which I brought with me for my government in 
the prosecution of my public duties here, which you saw, callP-d my atten­
tion particularly to them, and you have since been constantly advised of 
every measure taken in reference to them. Y OLI remember that they had 
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signified a disposition to emigrate, provided they could be permitted tog() 
by· land; and that Lieutennnt Colonel Green was sent to St. Andrew's bay, 
to see what it was necessary to do, to bring the matter to a close. From his 
reports to me, it seems they had abandoned that part of the country, and I 
was not satisfactorily informed where they had gone. The troops I brought 
with me, and, l believe I may add, those. serving here before my arrival, 
were posted according to your wish, for· the better protection of the frontier. 
At this time, as I was led to suppose, the Indians were in Patterson's ham­
mock; \vhich is surrounded by settlers, and I considered it my first duty to 
dislodge them. That I might do this with the greater certainty, I thonght 
it best to employ in this service men better acquainted with these fastnesses 
than the regular soldiers pretended to be ; with this object in view, I called 
on your excellency for four companies of ·Florida volunteers, to serve for 
twelve months, agreeably to a law of the Legislative Council, on the 11th 
of March, a few days after my arrival in Middle Florida, which you told me, 
in ll previous interview, could be supplied without difficulty. '1-..his requisi­
tion has not been filled, yet I have received all the volunteers or militia you 
have offered me, viz: one company for twelve months, one for six months,and 

· one of draughted militia for four months, many of whom are from Georgia. 
'rhere was a great want ofpromptness jn supplying them-mnch to be re­
gretted, as the summer . was so near at ha·nd. Finding my requisition not 
likely to be filled, or, if filled, it would be so late I could make no use of 
them, I addressed a letter to yon on the 28th ult., inquiring· whether there 
was any prospect of getting the two companies of foot I had asked for _on 
the 11th of March lust, and saying to you that I had flattered myself, w1th 
their aid, I could operate against the fugitive Creeks to the west of t~1e Wa­
kulla, without too much weakening my line of defence. In your answer, 
of the same date, which yon remind me is stilt unanswered, yon say that 
"volunteers for twelve mouths, to serve on foot, cannot be mised in this 
Territory at this time; as many mounted men as you may require can be 
obtained." I did not exper:t you to oifer me horsemen; n:,d this, too, in re­
ply to my letter, in which I informed yon that I already had, in my opinion, as 
many mounted men as the service required in this quarter. You say that foot­
men can only be raised by draught, and for four months, agreeably to the law 
of the Territory; and, if required, a draug·ht will be ordered for such a force 
as may be needed. My not promptly replying to this, yon may attribute to 
any thing but the want of courtesy for you. In resorting to a draught, to fill 
Captain Byrd's company, two months since, with all the authority, activity, 
and zeal you have, it was found difficult to get the draugbted men to serve; 
1·ather than obey the drangllt, many of them fled the co~u1try; and, finally, of 
the whole number draughted, very few of them are now m the company. The 
people thus showing so- much reluctance to the service, I thought it would 
be very disagreeable to you to resort to a draught, except upon the stron_gest 
and most evident necessity; this I did not conceive to exist. I had not asked 
for four months' men, and the state of affrt.irs at that time did not seem par­
ticularly to require that I should then ask for them. These T offer you as 
my reasons for not answering with promptness your note of the 28th ult. 

In the afternoon of the 19th in st. I apprized yon of what you had no doubt 
previously heard-that General Macomb had directed the suspension of act­
ive operations, the hostile Indians having signified a willingness to visit 
him at Fort King ; and I also told you that our activity would not be re-

daxed along the frontier line of settlers. Being in possession of this infor-
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mation, you will readily perceive the impropriety of calling for more troops, 
accepting them, or even actively operating with those I have. Should I 
Yemain in command in Middle Florida, when the proper time arrives I will 
employ (if I can get them) as many of your troops as the safety and interest 
of Florida requires. lndeed, at any time I may discover that more of them 
nre needed than havt'l been called for, I will forthwith apply to your excel­
Jency. It is not s~en that any addition to the prP.sent force Is needed now . 
.Should you differ from me upon this point, and call out troops, I shall de­
cline receiving, or f1unishing them with supplies of any kind. Your letter 
of the 20th inst. shall be forwarded to the General, whose decisiou shall be 
forwarded to you when received. 

I have the honor to be, your excellency's obedient servant, 
WM. DAVENPORT, 

His Excellency R. K. CALL, 
Colonel U.S. Army, comma1tding. 

Governor of F'lo1·ida, Tallahassee. 

TALLAHASSEE, May 25, 183~. 
SIR: I have received your letter of the 21st instant, and regret to find it a 

labored effort to vindicate the propriety of your own conduct by casting unjust 
and unmt>rited reproaches on the people of this Territory. 'l'hese are topics 
·which I shall not discuss with you, but shall, at a proper time, lay your 
letter before the Secretary of \Var, with such comments as it may seem to 
me to merit. Having refused to order an expediti0n against the fugitive 
Creek Indians encamped within the limits of one of the most populous 
counties of this 'rerritory, where you have been officially informed that 
they recently destroyed in one night thirteen women and children, and 
where you have been advised others are exposed to the same f[tte, I shall, 
under the laws of this Territory, proceed to organize a force for their ex. 
pulsion. I cannot concur in the opinion you seem to entertain, that the 
fugitive Creek Indians, lurking on the seaboard of Middle nnd West Flori­
da, at a distance of more than two hundred miles from any portion of the 
country claimed by the Seminoles, are intended by the Gm·ernment to be 
included in the proposed truce with the Indians of !<""'lorida located on the 
peninsula. I shall, therefore, use my best efforts to dislodge them from their 
present position. 

Presuming that you may not be apprized of the authority I possess from 
the S~cretary of V{ ar to raise troops in cas~ of emergency, I enclose ymr 
herewith a copy of his letter to me, and to General Taylor, on that subJect. 
Under this authonty, I ask of yon the necessary supplies for three hundred 
men, to be engaged in active operations against the Creek Indians. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. K. CALL. 

Colonel DAVENPORT, U. 8. Army. 

HEADQUARTERs, FoRT RoGER JoNEs, M. F., 
.!Ylay 30, 1839. 

SIR: Your excellency's letter of the 25th instant, in answer to mine of · 
the 21st, I have the honor to acknowledge. I will ''labor to vindicate my 
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own conduct'' whenever I find it necessary; bnt you are entirely mistaken 
if you suppose I have- for a moment thought that time had arrived; when it 
does, I have no idea whatever that I shall have to vindicate myself to you. 
If I had n~ade any misstatements, I would have su~posed that you would 
have pointed them out. This you have not undertaken, but charge me 
with "casting unjust and unmerited reproaches on the people of the Ter~ 
ritory." Yon further add, "these are topics which I shall not discuss with 
you, but shall at a proper time lay your letter before the Secretary of 'Var~ 
with such comments as it may seem to me to merit." If you will not dis· 
cuss them, why do you allude to them in your letter? You can use my 
letter as yon think best; the truth therein recorded will always remain un­
changed. The letter will no doubt reach the Secretary of War, as a matter 
of course; but you have my full consent to send it when you please, and 
append to it any "comments" which, in your opinion, it may "merit." If 
I have been so indiscreet as to cast "unjust and unmerited reproach upon 
the people of this Territory," I do assure you it was altogether uninten­
tional on my part; and I regret you have contented yourself with roundly 
asserting it, instead of pointing out the case you refer to. You know very 
well that any thing, whether labored or not, you find in my letter, is strictly 
true; and, indeed, I do not see that you have contradicted or denied any part 
of it. Under such circumstances, I am really curious to know what you 
intend to append to my letter for the information of the Secretary of War. 
What I have stated he will admit; and it is not in your power to disprove 
any part of it. Your comments upon my letter no doubt I shall see in due 
time, aiJd I shall then reply to them if they merit my attention. 

The measure I have taken for the better protection of the frontier inhabit­
ants of Gadsden county will not be changed at present. '"rhe whole affair 
has been stated to the General, and, if he can discover what more the crisis 
calls for, he can direct accordingly. I am not behind your excellency in 
regrets at the recent murders of so many women and children on the Apa­
lachicola. In your letter of the 20th you say fourteen were killed; in that. 
to which this is an answer you say thirteen. The information upon which 
I place most reliance states the whole number killed at seven. These un­
fortunate families lived at a very exposed point-perhaps twenty or more 
miles from anybody else ; and I hear that some of them were supposed to. 
be in the practice of supplying the Indians. \Vas not Smith the man you 
wished me to send a command after, to examine his house and bring him to 
Ta11ahassee for trial? The letter of the Secretary of War, of the 28th Feb­
ruary last, does not apply to the subject of discussion, at the present crisis at 
]east. rrwo hundred of the men he then had in view yon know were 
called for and could not be obtained. I have duly considered my reply to 
yonr form8r letter, and I need only say here, that I shall adhere to it, and 
decline furnishing any troops you may think proper to call out with sup­
plies of any kind. vVhen you send my first letter to the Secretary of \Var, 
please also send this. 

The general order of the 18th instant, declaring the war at an end, will 
be handed yon by Captain Heintzelman. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

To His Excellency R. K. CALL, 

"rM. DAVENPORT, 
Colonel U. S. army, commanding 

Governor of Florida, Tallahassee, M. F. 
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HEADQUARTERs, PoRT LAwsoN, M. F., 
July 14, 1839. 

SrR : Your excellency's letter of this morning has been received ; and .it 
.grieves me to find by it that the Indians are again in the heart of the settlt!­
ment, and as hostile as ever. I will do what I can for the protection of the 
inhabitants, and should be most happy were I able to meet their wants and ­
wishes. No exertion shall be spared to accomplish it. A~ their best se~ 
curity, however, I would have the people exposed always on the watch. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your excellency's obedient servant, 
WM. DAVENPORT, 

Colonel U. S. army, commanding. 
To His Excellency R. K. CALL, 

Tallahassee, JYI. F. 

TALLAHASSEE, July 16, 1839. 
Sra: I have just been informed that within the last few days fresh In­

·.dian sign has been discovered on the west side of the Ocklockney river, 
near Hawey's mills~ If convenient: l have to request a scout may be sent 
to exarr.ine in that part of the country. A competent guide will be found 
.at the mills. 

Yours, respectfully, 
R. K. C~LL. 

Col. WM. DAVENPORT, 
United States Army. 

HEADQUARTERs, WEST OF THE SuwANEE, 
.F'ort Lawson, July 17, 1839. 

Sra: Your excellency's letter of yesterday is just received, and l have 
the honor to state, in reply, that I have tbonght it probable the Indians had 
.abandoned the country to the west of the Wakulla. It is important that the 
truth upon this point should be known, and I will endeavor to ascertain it. 
This: however, is as much as I can do at this time. 

Bradley's company being of no use at present 0n the Sllwanee, I have 
.:directed it to be stationed on the Magnolia road, as decidedly the best posi­
;tion to protect the inhabitants west of the St. Mark's river. 

I am, sir, your excellency's obedient servant, 
WM. DAVENPORT, 

Colonel U. JS. arrny, commanding. 
To His Excellency R. K. CALL, 

Tallahassee, M. F. 

'"rALLAHASSEE, July 17, 1839. 
SrR: The destruction of the family of Mr. Chaires by the Indians, on 

·the night of the 13th instant, within eight miles of this place, has confirmed 
me in the belief I have ever entertained, that the truce with the Seminoles 
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would result in the renewal of the war with all its horrors. This fatal out­
rage, .committed in the heart of one of the most populous counties of the 
Territory, has occasioned nJueh excitement amonQ." the planters, who enter­
tain just apprehension of danger to their families and their estates. To 
restore tranquillity and insure protection, I have ordered one hundred mount­
ed men to be raised in this county, as a gnard for the frontier. ':rhese 
troops are expected to assetuble at this place on Saturday, tile 20th instant; 
at which time I have to request that they may be fnmished from the stores 
of the Government with the nec:essnry articles of supplies, to enable them 
to perform the services so essential to the secnrity of the county. Until a 
more permanent force conld be organized, I ordered a small company of 
mounted volunteers to take post at or near Captain Byrd's, on the Magnolia 
road, where they are now stationed, and from whence they furnish g-uards 
to the houses most exposed, every night. I have further to request that they 
may be supplied with subsistence and forage for a few days, when they will 
be relieved by the troops now preparing for service. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, ~ 
R. K. CALL, 

Colonel WILLIAM D "\ VENPORT, 

Governor of Plorida. 

United States Army. 

HEADQUARTERs, WEST oF THE SuwANrm, 
Fort Lawsou, July 16, 1839. 

SrR: I have the honor to acknowledge your excellency's letter of the 
17th instant, asking for supplies for yonr troops, and to inform you that 
my reply is the same I have heretofore given you upon the same subject; 
and it will remain unchanged while 1 eommand the troops operating in 
Middle Florida. Should this decision meet the disapprobation of the Gene­
ral or the Government: it is in the power of either to have me superseded 
in the command. My reason for this determination, to which I shall <id­
here, arises pr1ueipall y from the belief that t>mbarrassments will ensue, 
hurtful, if not destructive, to the public good, if the same staff should be 
.subject to two different and distinct authorities at the same time. Neither 
of us could form any plan with the uecessary confidence depending upon 
their agency. 

The period of the expiration of the truce having arrived, nr1d we having 
evidence t.hat the Indians are still in Middle Florida, I will receive into 
the service of the United States the one hundred men you are now raising 
in 'rallahassee. Should yon accede to this proposition, I will appoint an 
,officer to muster them into the service at any time yonr excellency may 
.designate . 
. 'I'en days' supply of provisions were sent to Byrd's plantation .tor thirty­

five men a few days f>ince. Nothing more will be sent. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your excellency's obedient servant, 

His Excellency H. K. CALL, 

WM. DAVENPORT, 
Colonel U.S. Arrny, commanding. 

1'alla!tassee, Middle Florida. 
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TALLAHASSEE, July 22, 1839. 
SIR: I have received your letter of the 18th instant. Your very positive 

and peremptory refusal to furnish, from the abundant stores of the Govern­
ment, the f'upplies I have requested for troops I have ordered to be raised 
for the defence of the frontier, renders all further discussion on the subject 
unnecessary. I cannot, however, assent to the propriety of the reason you 
have assigned for that refusal. I a~ked you for supplies to enable me to 
defend the frontier settlements recently assailed, and still exposed to the 
ravages of the enemy. I did not request you to place my staff subject to 
my orders, for I have no desire to exercise the ieast control over any one of 
its members; nor could your order, (if given,) directing them to supply my 
troops while engaged in tbe defence of the country, by any just inference: 
subject them to my authority. 

I shall decline having these troops mustered into the service of the Uni­
ted States until I am well assured that they will be promptly and efficiently 
employed in expelling the Indians from Middle Florida, where they ha\ie. 
been permitted to remain with their families during the present season, 
building houses and cultivating crops, while they have covered the frontier 
with blood and carnage. 

I shall nevertheless endeavor to comply with any requisition you may· 
make on me for a militia force, in conformity with the order~ of the Presi­
dent of the TTnited States. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

CoJ. W M. DAvENPORT, 

United States Arm.y. 

--,-

R. K. CALL, 
Governor of }!-..lorida. 

Hr<:ADQ.U ARTERS OF THE ARMY, 

TVashington, August 21, 1837. 
Srn: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the· 

3d instant,* on the subject of that part of my annual report made to the 
Secretary of War last year, which gives an account of the operations of the 
army in Florida against the Seminoles, especially in reference to the affair 
of the \iVithlacoochie; in which report, you think that injustice has been 
done to the Florida volunteers then under your command. 

The report to which you allude was based on the official information · 
which had been received by me; and had I been furnished with so detailed 
a statement of the affair of the 31st December, 1835, with the explanations, 
as that which you now present in the communication above referred to, it 
would havA afforded me the greatest satisfaction to have reiterated the praise 
you bestow on the Florida volunteers who followed yon on that occasion to 
the banks of the Vvithlacoochie. It was far from any intention on my part 
to do injustice to the patriotic volunteers who so promptly rallied under 
your standard on the signal of danger; but, as before observed, I I1ad no 
means of stating why they did not cross the river at the moment of attack 
on the regulars, who were in position on its opposite bank. I will cause 
your communication to be put on file in the Adjutant Genernl's office, and 
besides, with this lerter, give it publicity through the public prints, that the 

'* For letter of Governor Call to Major General Macomb, of August 3, 1837, see pages 125 l$ 
128. 
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world may, by means of your statement, be made more fully acquainted 
.with the part the Florida volunteers took in the battle of the Withlacoochie. 

"\Vith respectful considerations, I am, sir, your most obedient servant, 
ALEX. MACOMB, 

Major General, command-ing in chief. 
To His Excellency R. K. CALL, · 

Governor of J?lor-ida. 

HE_I\DQ,UARTERS OF THE ARMY, 

1-~'ort Fieileman, Garey's Fr:rry, Fa., April 13, 1839. 
SIR: I have the honor to inform your excellency that, by order of the 

War Department, I have come to Florida with a view to examine into the 
state of the military concerns in the 'rerritory, and to bring, if possible, the 
war to a close; and, especially, to afford protection to the inbabitauts who 
are most exposed to the incursions of the Indians. It was, at first, my in­
t~ntion to have crossed the country to ,-rallahasEee, -fiJr tlole purpose of con­
sulting with your excellency, and utber distinguisqed and intelligent indi­
viduals in your neighborhood, as to the means most proper to be pursued; 
but, meeting with General Taylor at this place on my arrival ) and finding 
that he wa_§ making his arrangements for covering the exposAd settlements 
between this and Tallahassee, I determined to visit the posts on the St. 
John's, but, before setting out, 'ordered runners to be sent to the Indians, 
with an invitation to meet me at Fort King on the first day of May next, 
if they were inclined to con-1e in; hoping that, by an interview with them, 
a communication might be opened with the principal chi~fs, and a suspen­
sion of hostilities brought abont, on condition of their retiring below Pease 
creek until they could have time to consider their real ~ituation, and see 
the advantages which wonld result to them by conforming to the stipula­
tions of the treaty of Payne1s Landing, under a liberal construction of that 
instrument. I am happy to find so patriotic a spirit among the citizens of 
this frontier as is evinced in this quarter. One company of militia, to be 
discharged on the 18th instant, having completed its engag-etn·nt, has al­
ready intimated its wish to continue in service, and it will be received 
accordingly. 'Two other companies, from the borders of Georgia and this 
'rerritory, have made a tP-nder of their services; but, wishing to ~ee Colonel 
\Varren, who has had mnch experience in r~ising and eommanding the 
militia which has heretofore turned out in defence of this Territory, 1 have 
-deferred doing any thing until he calls at headquarters, expecting to see 
him every moment. I am in hopes of being able to raise a corps of militia 
sufficiently extensive to cover all the exposed settlements. 

I have the honor to be, sir, &c., 

His Excellency R. K. CALL, 

ALEXANDER MACOMB, 
J.7Vlojor General, commanding in chief. 

· Governor of Florida. 

P. S.-Since writing the above, I have seen Colonel Warren, who has 
undertaken to raise seven companies. There is every prospect or' getting 
all the militia required, in the course of fifteen days. · 
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MARIANNA, ,.:'Way 7, 1839. 
SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, inform­

ing me of the object of your mission to Florida. 1 should be very happy 
to have a personal mterview with you, in order to confer with you on the 
measures to be adopted for the future defence of this Territory. I shall 
return to Tallahassee in a few days, and will endeavor to meet yon at such 
time and place as you may designate. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

~'lajor General 1\'IACOMB. 

R. K. CALL. 

HEADQUARTEHS OF THE ARMY, 

F'ort J(ing, Fa., jj!Jay 23, 1839. 
SrR: Having met the Seminole Indians in council at this place, agreea­

bly to invitation, and concluded a peace with them, I thought it proper to 
issue a general order announcing the filet, a copy of which I have the 
honor to trnnsmit, herewith, for yoHr satisfnction and information; and 
hope the arrangement may meet \Vith your excellency's npprobation. As 
the Indians are at present dispersed in small parties, it may be some time 
before they shall all be mnde acquainted with the arrangement entered 
into; but there is no dou bt that, ere long, ull will have retired from the 
settlements to the district assigned to them ·below Pease creek. 

I have the honor to be, &c., 
ALEX. MACOMB, 

1Wojor General, commanding in chief. 
To His Excellency R. K. C ALL: 

Governor of Plorida. 

QuARTERMASTER GENERAL's OFFICE, 

Washington City, J.r!ay 6, 1836. 
Gr.:NERAJ~ : Yonr letter to the Secretary of the Treasury, of the 18th 

ultimCl, was yesterday refelTed, through the vVar Department, to this office; 
and l have to day required for you a n~mittance of $n,ouo, to enable you 
to replace the snm which you advanced on account of the military service 
in Florida. 

Your letter of the ~2d ultimo, to the Secretary of Wnr, has been referred 
to me. 'T'he moment I can spnre an officer for the service, measures will 
be adopted to adjust all the claims ngninst thA public in I•..,lorida, growing 
out of the operatious ••gninst the Semi~wle Indians, as far as the laws per­
mit. ShoulJ Colonel Gadsden rctllrn in time {rom the army, I propose 
charging him with the settlement of a porL.ion, if not the whole, of those 
claims, provided he consent to act. 

1 am, General, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. TH. S. JESUP. 

His Excellency RicHARD ]{. CALL, 

Go~vernor of Florida, Tallahasser, Fa. 

Quartermaster Geiwral. 
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QuARTERM.t\STER GENERAL's OFFICE, 

lVashington City, May 17, 1836. 
GENERAL: Yonr letter to the Secretary of "\Var, of the 28th ultimo: has 

been referred to t1~ is office. 
Captain Shannon has been directed to collect and pay, as far as existing 

laws will permit, all claims against this department in Florida, arising out 
of the operations itgainst the Seminole Indians. I enclose a copy of the­
instructions this day sent to him; and am, General, 

Very respectfully, your otedient servant, 

His Excellency R. K. CALL, 

THOMAS S. JESUP, 
Quartermaster General .. 

Governor of Florida, Tallahassee, Fa. 

[Copy referred to in the preceding letter.] 

QuARTERMASTER GENERAL's OFFICE, 
Washington City, May 17, 1836. 

SIR: You will take immediate measures to collect all claims against the 
department; counected with the recent operations in Florida, for services,. 
means of transportation, or supplies rendered or furnished by citizens of the 
Territory. Such as f'an be paid under existing laws, must be paid with as 
little delay as possible. The classes of claims which can be legally paid, 
are, those for subsistence, means of transportation, hire or charter of vessels, 
compensation to expresses, expense of cttrrying letters, blankets, dothing, 
medicines, hospital stores, tools, knapsacks, drums, arms, ammunition, flints, 
stationery, fuel, drayage, wharfage, clerk-hire, compensation to conductors 
of stores, storage of public property, and for all other artictes, means, or 
services, usually provided or ,paid for through this department. In your 
payments you wi!l require [he proper evidence to sustain each claim, with­
out insisting on the strict observance of form; and you will furnish the 
paymasters appointed to pay the troops with lists of all articles for which 
the militia and volunteers should be held individually accountable, in order 
that the proper charges be made against them. 

You will confer with Governor Call on the subject of your duties, who 
wili, I am sure, ttfford you every assistance in his power. 

You are authorized to employ such clerks or other agents as you may 
.find necessary to the prompt discharge of your duties. 

Should any claims be submitted which you may consider either as not suf­
ficiently vouched, or of douutful propriety, you wilJ, after collecting all the 
evidence within your command applicaule to the respective cases, submit 
them for decision to this office. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Captain SAMUEL SHANNON, 

'rHOMAS S. JESUP, 
Quartermaster General. 

Jlssistant Quartermast(:r, Pen~at;olGL, Fa. 
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QuA-RTERMASTER GENERAL's OFFICE, 

TVas!tington City, JunA 7, 1836. 
SrR : Your letter of the 24th ultimo has heen received ; and, in reply, I 

have to inform yon that instructions were given to Captain Samuel Shan­
non, assistant qnartermaster, under date of the 17th ultimo, in regard to the 
claims of the citizens of Florida; a copy of which was sent to you on the 
same day. On the 25th ultimo Captain Shannon was ordered to report to 
you ; and I enclose to you, herewith, a copy of the instructions to him of 
that date. Other instructions will be despatched to Captain Shannon­
perhaps to day-in referenee to the supplies, &c., authorized to be paid for 
under the act approved May 28, 1836. 

I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
THO. F. HUNT, 

Mujor and Assistant Quartermaster, 
(Assigned to Quartermaster General's duties.) 

Hjs Excellency R. K. CALL, 

Governor of Florida, Tallahassee, Fa. · 

[ Cc:py referred to in the preceding let.ter.J 

QuARTERMA!:lTER GENERAL's 0FPICE, 

Washington City, May 25, 1836. 

SrR: "Governor Cal1, of Florida, will probably call into service, and 
have command of, a considernble body of troops for the protection of the 
settlements in Florida, &c., and for operations against the Seminole and 
other Indians. You will, therefore, immediately report to him in person; 
and you will make the expenditures connected \Yith the Governor's opera­
tions, and do all other duties that may be required of you. Yon will not 
only procure such supplies, the furnishing of which properly appertains to 
the qnartermaster's department, but you will furnish subsistence and other 
supplies. 

You are authorized to employ every kind of assistance which may be 
necessary in the performance of your duties-such as clerks, laborers; con­
ductors of stores, ·storekeepers, &c., &c. Keep this office constantly in­
formed of your operations and proceedings; and let your w·ants, in regard 
to fu nds, be known iu time for remittances. 

,.I'here will, in all probability, be sundry steamboats armed, plying on the 
Chattaboorh ie and the Apalachicola; and you will, therefore, correspond 
with Major General Jesup, who has been assigned to command the army to 
opernte against the Creek Indians. The General directed me to order you 

.to old Furt Gaines, where, or near therP, a depot will be established\ large 
su pplies lwving been ordered from New Orleans to that place; but the Sec­
retnrv of War has directed otherwise. 

I write in triplicate; one of which is addressed to Fort Drane1 one to 
Tallahassee, and one to Pensacola. · 

I am, respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
THO. F. HUN1\ 

Major, and acting Quartermaster General. 
Captain SAMUEL SHANNON, . 

Assi;stant Quartermaster, Fort Drane, };"llorida. 
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QuARTERMASTER GENERAL's OFFICE, 

Washington Oity, Ju·ne 13, 1836. 
SIR: Your letter of the 12th ultimo, addressed to the Secretary oi War, 

in reference to fraudnlent claims on the public, has been referred to this 
office. The information will be attended to, should any claims be presented 
here for liquidation. A copy of the letter is sent to Captain Shannon, at 
rrallaha~see. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THO. F. HUNT, 

Major f"lnd Assistant Quartermast~r, 
(assigned to Quartermaster General's duties.) 

His Excellency R. K. CALL, 
Governor of PLorida, Tallahassee, Fa. 

QuARTERMASTER GENERAL's OFFICE, 

Washington City, June 23, 1836. 
Sm.: On examining the accounts of Colonel James Gadsden, quarter· 

master general of Florida, for expenditures connected with the operations 
ngainst the Seminole Indians, it is perceived that he turned over several 
~urns of money to officers of the Tenitory of Florida, for which such offi· 
cers have, thus far, rendered no accounts showing the manner in which the. 
funds have been applied, viz: 

Willis Alston, assistant quartermaster, February 8, $600; February 25, 
$1,000: making $1,600. 

John G. Putnam, assistant quartermaster, February 28, $1,000. 
Colonel Gadsden states in the memorandum of these advances, thus: 

~'Advances made Assislant Quartermasters vVillis Alston and J. G. Putnam, 
by order of Governor Eaton." 

'I'he Colonel also tum ed over to E . .T. vVood, assistant quartermaster, on 
the 2?>th of February, $l66 58, no accounts for which have been rendered. 
Governor Eaton ordered, in these words: "You will ad vance to Assistant 
Quartermaster "'VVood the sum which may be necessary to liquidate some 
ontstanding accounts against the Government at Apalachicola." And, jn 
a note on the voucher, Colonel Gadsden states : "'rhe above was the 
amount reported to mens necessary hy Quartermaster \Vood." 

Colonel Gadsden tnrned over, on the 3d of Febrnary, to George S. Haw· 
kins $200; the order for which, by Governor E:J.ton, is as follows : "Colo­
nel Ha wkius, one of my staff, is ordered into Georgia to see General Scott, 
and to receive any orders he may desire to give, and to explain what is doing 
.here. You will advance to him, on his receipt, what may be necessary to 
defray his expenses." 'rhe receipt is for the two hundred dollars, for the 
accomplishment of said object. The manner in which the money was ex· 
pended should be shown by Colonel Htnvkins. 

'rhe object in giving yon this information is, that the officers who have 
received the public funds may be required by you to render their accounts 
to this office for exarnmation and transmission to the Treasury for settle~ 
ri1ent. 

Captain Shannon, nssistant quartermaster of the army, is no doubt utTar ... 
labassee, and, if the officers will consult him, he can advise them of the ma.tl· 

14 · ... 
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ner in which the accounts shGuld be rendered, in order to prevent delay in 
their settlement. 

It is observed that, in the account ofJ. N.C. Stockton, for charter of steamer 
Eclipse, there is an entry in these words: "Deduct twenty days' service of 
.above boat, for which Mr. Stockton contends under his construction of the 
,charter, and which must be submitted to the Secretary of War." As there. 
is n·othing with the Colonel's accounts to show the grounds upon which 
Mr. Stockton rests his constructiun, or for the claim which may hereafter 
:be made for the amount deducted, permit me to request, if you have any 
information · on the subject: or can obtain it, that you will cause it to be 
transmitted to this office, to be laid before the Secretary of W Zt.r, should any 
.claim be hereafter presented to him. 

I am, respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, , 
THOMAS F. HU~T, 

Major and Assistant Quartermaster, 
(assigned to Quartermaster General's duties.) 

His Excellency R. K. CALL, 

Governor of Florida, Tallahassee, Fa. 

QuARTERMASTER GENERAL's OFFICE, 

Washington City, October 6, 18~6. 
SIR: The receipt to you of H. D. Baldwin, quartermaster general of Flo· 

rida, for $9,183, has this day been transmitted to the Third Auditor of the 
"'rreasury, tu be passed to your credit. 

I am, sir, respectfuHy, your obedient servant, 
T. CROSS, 

His Excellency R. K. CALL, 

Mnjm·, acting Quartennaster General. 

Governor of Florida, Tallahassee, Fa. 

QuARTERMASTER GENERAL's 01i'FJCE, 

Washington, January 3, 1838. 
SIR: I have had the honor to receive your letter of the 1 lth ultimo, in 

relation to the adjustment of outstanding claims of the citizens of West 
Florida for supplies furnished to the militia and volunteers employed there 
during the last summer and fall, under your direction. 

You are doubtless aware that militia and volunteers in · the service of 
the United States are entitled to the same pay and allowances as are pro­
vided hy law for the regular troops, and that it is not competent for the 
Executive to make any distinction. It required a special act of Congress 
{that of the 28th of May, 18_36) to provide for the claims of an extraor­
dinary character, which had been contracted at the commencement of hos­
;tilities in Florida; but that act only applied to cases which occurred ante. 
rior to its date. 

In adjusting the claims growing out of your late operations, the dis. 
bursing officers must, therefore, bt> governed by the existing laws and 
regulations, as to the objects of allowance; but a nice adherence to mere 
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form will not be insisted upon, where ·the claims are substantially unob-
jectionable. . 

The expenses of the Florida war have been so enormous as to bailie all 
our estimates; and, consequently, the various appropriations made for. that 
object, though deemed very liberal at the time, have all been exhausted. 
An additional appropriation, however, is now before Cbngress·; and so­
soon as it shall have been granted, Lieutenant Vinton will be supplied with 
funds to enable him to pay such claims as he may deem admissible, with 
instructions to collect and forward all others to this office. for the action of 
the accounting officers of the 'J'reasnry. ' 

It is proper to add, that, although I have frequently admonished Lieuten­
. ant Vinton, for his own securiJy, as well as the public interest, to observe 
much ca~tion in his payments, I am not aware that his instructions, in 
regard to claims contracted by quartermasters of the militia, are so general, 

-as would appear from the extract of his letter to you. -
1 am, respectfttlly, sir, your obedient servant, 

'r. CROSS, 
Acting Quartermaste1' General. 

His Excellency R. K. CALL, 

1"allahasse.e, Florida. 

TALLAHASSRE, May 24, 1836. 
Sra: I have received your letter of the 5th instant, on the subject of 

,paying the claims of our citizens against the ~uartermaster's Department, 
for supplies furnished 'the Government in the late expeditions against the 
Seminole Indians. 

Colonel Gadsden has just tendered his resignation as quartermaster gen­
eral of the Territory. He will be succeeded by Colonel Henry D. Baldwin, 
who is in every respect well qualified to discharge the duties of a disbursing 
officer. 

If funds are forwarded to him for the purpose, you may have every reli­
ance on his prompt and faithful discharge of duty. I have to request, .- sir, 
this may be done as early as practicable, unless you send me an officer of 
your department on this subject. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. lC CALL. 

General THoMAs S. JESUP, 

Quarterm,aster General Unitecl States Army. 

T ALI .. AHASSEE, July 9, 1836. 
SrR: I have received your letter of the 23d ultimo, relative to the accounts 

of the disbursing officers appointed by my predecessGr in this 1~erritory. 
Willis Alston and John G. Putnam are both absent, and I do not know 

where letters would find them. They are, however, exp~cted to return in. 
the fall. Hawkins resides at Marianna, and Wood at St. Joseph, both in 
this Territory. None of these gentlemen have been continued in office 
under my administration: their appointments have been vacated, and I hav~ 
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no official control over them. One of them, Willis Alston, nnder the adminis­
tration of Governor Eaton, sold a large amount of public property: for · 
which, I believe, no account whatever has been rendered. The books of 
the atlctioneer will show the sum he received. As the suit, should one .be 
necessary, (which I think not improbable:) would have to be brought in the · 
name of the United States, I would suggest the propriety of your calling 
on him direct for a settlement of h1s accounts. He was superseded imme­
diately on my coming into office, and I have had no transaction with him •. 
Putnam, Hawkins, and \Vood, I have no doubt, will account satisfactorily-­
for whatever they may have received. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Major THOMAS F. HuN'i': 

Acting Quartermaster Geueral. 
# '"•-!'• .. t .. . .. 

R. K. CALL. 

TALLAHASSEE, December 11, 1837. 
SIR.: I enclose you, l~erewith, an extract from a letter addres~ed to me­

by Lieutenant Vinton, of tlile Quartermaster's Depnrtment, from which you · 
will perceive the difficulties which exist in settling many of the accounts 
which have accrued .in Florida in purchasing snpplies for the nse of the 
troops ordered into service. ,.rrw sitnation of the country. and the nature · 
of the war whir..h has been carried on in it, have rendered it impossible, in · 
all cases, to purchase supplies in conformity with the regulations of the ­
army. Since February last, small bands of the Creek Indians have been· 
lurking through the swamps of West Florida, causing- dan~er and appre­
hension to the inhabitants of their neighborhood. 'I'o give them protection, 
it has been frequently necessary to assemble troops in a hurried manner,, 
and to subsist them on the resources of the conn try, wherever supplies could: 

/ be fol:md. In this manner, accounts have been made out in the most irregu­
lar manner by persons entirely ignorant of the forms required by the 
Government. 1 cannot believe it is the .intentwn of the Government to· 
reject these claims because of the want of formality, when evidence can be 
produced to sustain their merit. Ir would be equally unjust to say they 
should not be paid~ because the accounts were not contracted by an officer 
of the United States army. With the exception of Lieutenant Vinton, 
there has scarcely been an officer of that service on duty between the Su­
wanee and the Perdido, a distance of more than three hundred miles ; and. 
in almost every neighborhood of the intervening country it has been indis· 
pensably necessary, at some veriod of the war, to procure of the inhabitants 
either provision, forage, or transportation. I hnve to request, si1·, that 
such instructions may be given to LieuretJant Vinton, the assistant qnarter­
Jnaster at this place, as will enable him to pay off all meritorious claims of 
the above description. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servnnt, 
H. K. CALL~ 

Major T. Caoss, Acting Quartermaster Gcueral. 
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Extract of D. H Vinton's letter, referred to in the preceding. 

AssisTANT QuARTERMASTER's OFFICE, 
Tallahassee, December 8, 1837. 

SIR: Scarcely a day passes that there are not many claims presented to 
~me for payment, which were eontracted by the quartermasters of the Florida 
militia in the field, by order of their commanding officers. 'rhese claims 
consist principally of charges for forage, :subsistence, and transportation, or 

· hire of wagons. 
By instructions from the Quartermaster's Department at Washington, I 

.am precluded from re~ognising any claim not contracted in conformity 
with the regulations of the .arr.ny: and although, in many cases, the exi­
gerJCy of the service has pron1pted to a course at variance with these in­
structions, I am not permitted to acknowledge the validity of the act of the 

. officers so contracting. 

TALLAHASSEE, April 6, 1838. 
MY DEAR SIR: Lieutenant Vinton has informed me that the department 

has expressed some dissatisfaction at his delay in rendering an account of 
,disbursements in the quartermaster's department. As an act of justice to 
him, l take the liberty of addressing you on tlv~ subject, assured, as I am, 
that you can form but a very imperfect idea of the various and difficult 
duties he has been required to perform~ For more than twelve months it 
has been necessary to employ troops at different points throughout Middle 
and "\Vest Ploridu, to protect the settlements against the ravages of the 
Creek and Seminole Indians. lt has been uecessary to pnrchase supplies, 
furnish transportation, and establish depots, in a district of country more 

. than 300 miles in' extent. In the performance of these several duties, 
LieutGnant Vinton has been constantly employed, and has had no officer in 
the quartermastt~r's department under him to divide the labor and responsi­
bility. In addition to this, he has been compelled to provide for the troops 

' of Georgia and Alabama passing through his district, on their way to, and 
returning from, the Seminole country. I have found him, on all occasions, 
one of die most efficient officers I haFe ever known; and I have no doubt 
the department will approve entirely of his proceedings, when correctly 

' informed. · 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. K. CALL. 
Major T. Caoss, 

Acting Quartermaster General. 

OFFICE CoMMISSARY GENERAL OF SuBSISTENCE, 
Washington, May 26, 1836. 

SIR: I have ·this day directed Lieutenant Morrison, assistant commissary 
.. {)f subsistence at New Orleans, to purchase and ship, . as early as practic­
... able, to St. Mark's, from fifty to seventy-five thousand complete rations, to 
'be issued as may be required, for the troops, or the suffering inhabitants of. 
.Florida. 
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As I have no assistant commissary of subsistence there, I must request · 
you to appoint one from your command, to receive and is8ue them. A set·­
of forms is herewith 'sent. In all issues, direct the commissary to make 
separate abstracts-one for the troops, and one for the sufferers. You wilL 
please, in future, make timely requisitions on Lieutenant Morrison for pro­
visions, and he will comply with them. 

General R. K. CALL, 

Respectfully, &c., &c., 
GEORGE GIBSON, 

Commissary General of Subsistence. 

Tallahassee, Middle Ji"llorida. 

OFFICE CoMMISSARY GENERAL OF SuBSISTENCE, 
Washiugton, June 20, 1836. 

GovERNOR: Enclosed, for your information, is the copy of a letter .this ­
dav addressed to General Macomb. 

• Very respectfully, &c., &c., 
, GEORGE GIBSON, . 

Commissary Genural of, Subsistence. 
Governor R. K. CALL, 

Tallahassee, Middle Florida. 

[Ei1closed in the preceding.] 

OFFICE CoMMISSARY GENERAL o~ SuBSISTENCE, 
Washington, June 20, 1 t:>36. · 

SIR ·: I have the honor to enclose the application of Lien tenant J. D. 
Searight, assistant commissary of subsistence, for four months' leave oC 
absence. Lieutenant Searight was a volunteer for dnty in the subsistence 
department in Florida. .F'rom the impaired state of his health, his servi~es 
there can no longer be available. 

l respectfully request that the asked-for leave of absence may be granted ' 
.him. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
GEORGE GIBSON, 

Commissary General of Subsistence. 
Major General A. MACOMB, 

Commanding United States Army. 

OFFICE CoMMISSARY GENERAL oF SuBsiSTENCE, 
Washington, September 22, 1S36. 

SIR: I deem it proper to inform you that a depot of provisions has been · 
established at Savannah, Georgia, under the snperintenden~e of Lieutenan,t · 
.and A. C. S. Charles 0. Collins. It is intended from this depot to supply 
:all the posts in Florida, with the exception of Tampa Bny, Suwanee, and 
.St. Mark's. These tast named po5ts will be supplied from New Orleans, of 
which you were informed as early as the 26th May last, with a request that 
you would be pleased to make requisitions on the assistant commissary of 
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subsistence at that place for such subsiStence stores as you might think ne-­
cessary. 

Within a few days pa~t, . instructions have been given for purchasing, in 
New York and Baltimore, 300,000 rations of the larger articles, (a large· 
po~tion of bacon and hard bread,) and 250,000 rations of the smaller arti· 
cles, to be forwarded to Savannah. This quantity, with what is supposed 
to be on hand at Savannah, will amount to something like 350,000 rations­
at that depot. It is presumed that but little delay will take place in for­
warding these stores from New York and Haltimore. 

I respectfully request that such instructions as you deem necessary may 
be given on the subject of these stores, both to Lieutenant Collin~, and the­
several assistant commissaries in Florida, whose posts are dependent on 
Savannah for supplies. 

Respectfully, &c., . 

Governor R. K. CALL, 
GEORGE GIBSON, C. G. S. 

Commanding forces in Florida, Tallahassee, M. F. 

OFFICE CoMMISSARY GENERAL OF SuBSISTENCE, 
Washington, October 14, 183\J. 

SIR: I have the honor to enclose, for your information, the copy of a 
letter just received from Lieutenant G. vV. McLean, of the marine corps,. 
at Columbus, Georgia. 

No instructions will be given from this office; and the assistant commis­
sary of subsistence has been told to await yoqr orders as to the proper dis· 
position of those stores, or rather that portion which is not required for the· 
troops, to the families of the friendly Indians in Alabama. 

Respectfully, &c., 
GEORG8 GIBSON, C .G. S. 

Governor R. K. CALL, 
(i)ornmanding forces in Florida, Tallahassee, Fa. 

OFFICE CoMMISSARY GENERAL OF SuBSISTENCE, 
TiJ!ashington, December 14, 1837. 

GovERNOR: Some months since, a large quantity of subsistence storf'S 
were forwarded from New Orleans, by my agent there, ro Mr. Ambrose 
Crane, at St. Mark's, Florida, for the purpose of issuing to the suffering in­
habitants. Up to this period Mr. Crane has rendered no account of them to · 
this office, nor has he corresponded with me in relation thereto. 1 am un­
der the impression that Mr. Crane was either placed there by yon, or at your · 
suggestion; and, if so, may I ask the favor of yon to urge upon him the 
great necessity that exists of his promptly rendering an account of all issues 
made by him up to this time; and also to continue to do so as long as he 
remains at St. Mark's as United Stntes agent 1 

Respectfully: &c., 
GEORGE GIBSON, C. G. S. 

Governor R. K. CALL, 
Tallahassee, Flm·ida. 
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PAYMASTER GENERAL's OFFICE, A-larch 30, 1836. 
SIR: I am directed by the Secretary of \Var to fnrnish yon a copy of the 

.instructions for mustering and paying volunteers and militia when called 
·is to ·service. 

The duty of mustering and inspecting should always be performed by 
-an officer of the United States army: when it can be done. You will find 
the information in the enclosed papers, viz: A copy of the lute act of Con­
gress, providing for the payment of volunteers and militia. A table of the 
pay, &c. of the United States army, and two blank forms-one of a muster· 
roll, and the other ot a pay or receipt-roll, to be used in mustering and pay­
ing these corps. A third blank is the individual account, on which com­
. missioned officers are to be paid. 

The muster-roll being, in all cases, both of officers and men, the evidence 
of service, great pains should be taken by the mustering officer to have 
every circumstance which can affect the pay of individuals noted opposite 
to their names. The headings of the several columns sho\V what is required 
1to be stated in each. If there are any deductions to be made for clothing, 
or other articles furnished, or for public property lost or destroyed, it should 
be noted in the column of "remarks/' and the vnlue stated in dollars and 
cents opposite the names of the persons from whom the deductions are 
to be made. 

Glothing, or money in lieu thereof, being allowed b.y the 1st section of 
the ~ct1 the following tariff of prices will govern in cases of that nature 
where no clothing has been drawn in kind: 

'ro a sergeant-major and a quartermaster-sergeant $3 02 per month, or 
9 cents per day. 

To a chief musician $3 OS per month, or 10 cents per day~ 
To a sergeant $2 77 per month, or 9 cents per day. 
To a corporal $2 60 per month, or 8 cents per day. 
rro a musician ·$2 61 rer month, or 8 cents per day. 
'To a private $2 57 per month, or 8 cents per day. 
You will observe by the 6th section, that none but troops ordered into 

·service "under authority from the \'Var Department," are provid~d for by 
this act. But if an individual State should assume the payment of her own 
militia called out without such authority, and should afterwards. he reim· 
bnrsed by the United States the amount thus paid, the reimbursement will 
have to be made according- to the provisions of this act, unless otherwise 
~pecially provided for by Congress. 

l •am, &c., 

GovERNOR OF FLORIDA, Tallahassee. 
N. TOvVSON, P.M. G. 

PAYMASTER GENERAL's OFFICE, May 18,1836. 
SrR : The Secretary of \Var has referred to me your letter of the 28th 

ul~.~ ~ith directions to give the neces;:;ary instructions for payment of the 
mihtia who have been serving in Florida, and to inform you of the same. 

As early as the 2d of February last, two paymasters (Majors Lytle and 
Muhlenberg) were ordered into Florida, with funds and instructions to pay 
such militia as should be properly mustered and designated for payment uy 
General Scott, to whom I also wrote on the same day. 
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On the 2d of April a third paymaster (Major Kirby) was ordered there, 

with funds and instructions to assist the other two ; these were ~u the offi. .. 
. cers that could be ass1gned to that duty. 

I represented the case to Congress, and asked for snch additional pay­
masters as were necessary, bnt have not yet been able to obtain them. The 
'JJayrnasters ordered to Florida will, I am certain, make every exertion to 
.perform their duties with the least possible delay. You are donbtless aware 
that .a pr1ymaster cau make no payments without mnster.rolls, and that these 
cannot be made nutil the service has been rendered. 

Now, if the militia referred to iu your letter had, when their term of ser­
vice expired, been properly mustered, and the rolls placed in the hands of 
-the paymaster, they conld have been paid on quitting the field; but the pay­
m-asters mu!5t now follow them to their respective homes to perform that 
duty. They will proceed to do so as fast as practicable, and in all probability 
_yours will be paid by Major Kirby. I shall write to him imrnediately; but, 
,-as he is constnntl y changing his position, I do not know with certainty 
where a letter will find !Jim, and huve therefore taken the liberty of enclo­
sing a copy to you, and will esteem it a particular favor if you will have it 
Jorwarded to him, if yon lmow where he is. 

As a matter of information that was thought might be usefnl: I did my­
self the honor of addressing you, under date of the 30th March last, enclo­
sing a copy of the instructions for mustering and paying volnnteers and 
militia when called into the service of the United States. If the~e have been 
attended to, there will be no difficulry in paying them, provided they have 
'been properly ordered into service. See 6th section of the act sent to you. 

I am, &c. 
N. TOWSON, Payrnastcr General. 

His Excellency R. K. CALL, 

Governor of Plorida. 

'PAYMASTER GENERAL:s OFFICE, June 13, 183fi. 

SIR: I have received yonr letter of the 30th ult. '"T'here is evidently a 
·misunderstanding between us in relation to the militia of your '"I'erritory. 
In my letter to yon of the 18th ult, commenting on that part of yours to the 
·secretary of vVar which speaks of the delay in paying your troops, I sup· 
posed yon had reference to such as had been called out on application from 
the War Department, and could, therefore, have been paid if 1 hey had been 
properly mustered, and the paymasters in Florida informed of their place~ 
of discharge. Not being able to obtain any information on the subject, for 
want of returns and reports to the Adjutant General, I did suppose there 
might be some of this description ; but, from your letter now before me, I 
.find yon referred: principally, to those who served previous to any call be­
·jng made from the War Department. No provision could have been made 
for the payment of those, until after the passage of the enclosed act on the 
28th ultimo. 

As soon as it wns ascertained that such an act would pnss, (to wit, on the 
23d ultimo,) I gave .Major Kirby additional and more positive instructions to 
•repair to 'l,allahassee, and directed to him at three different places; but I 
aegret to learn: by a letter from him, that he had not received either of them 
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on the 4th of this month, and that he was then employed on other duties: 
by order of General Scott, which I fear may interfere with my instructions 
when he does receive them. Under this impressinn, I have ordered the 
pay1-11aster at New Orleans to repair to Ta1lahassee by the first opportunity· 
after he receives my letter. · Enclosed I send you an extract from my letter 
to him. I have instructed Paymaster Smith, who is stationed nt Charles. 
ton, to pay General Hernandez's command, and all other volunteers and. 
militia of your '"ferritory in that section. If Kirby should be with yow 
when Mapes arrives, I wish him to be relieved immediately, as his services. 
will be wanted in Alabama. 

I send a copy of my letter of the 30th of March, which you state has not 
been received. 

I am, &c., 

His Excellency R. K. CALL, 
N. TOWSON; Paymaster Genei' 

Governorof Florida, Tallahassee. 

[ Enclosed in the preceding. ] 

PAYMASTER GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
May 23, 1836. 

SIR: Since my letter to you of the 18th instant, I have received the 
enclosed order from the War Department. These instructions embrace 
the militia who served with Governor Call under General Clinch, as well 
as those whose services were called for by General Scott, or subsequently 
ordered out by the Governor. 

I must rely on yon to perform this duty, and, to enable you to do so, you 
are authorized to draw on me for any additional funds it may require. I 
wish you to see Governor Call as soon as you can do so with safety, and 
write to him immediately on receipt of this. 

I received your letter of the 12th instant, from St. Augustine, and regret 
to learn from it that the Louisiana and Alabama militia had returned from 
'rampa Bay without being paid. As Paymaster Lytle accompanied Gen. 
eral Scott to that place, I did expect they would have been paid by him . . I 
ordered Paymaster Mapes back to Orleans, and sent him funds for the 
Louisiana volunteers, in case they should return without pay; hut did not 
believe there was any necessity to provide for the Alabama troops from 
that quarter. I have, since the receipt of your letter, sent him funds, with 
instructions to pay them. Yon will, therefore, confine your operations prin. 
cipally to the Florida troops until they are paid, unless it should be con-­
venient to 11ay those of Alabama before Paymaster Mapes arrives. 

I have just ordered Major Handall to the south, to make arrangements ­
for the Creek war. He will probably join General Jesup; but this wilf 
depend on the information I may have when he gets to vVashington . 

. I am, &c., 
N. 'rOWSON, Paymaster General. 

EDMUND KIRBY, 

Paymaster, St. Augustine. 
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PAYMASTER GENERAL's OFFICE, 
8eptember 3, 1836., 

Sm.: I received a copy of your letter. of the 7th ultimo, in answer t<> 
one from Major Smith, relating to the payment of cer'tain officers of your 
Territory. 

You conclude by saying, that "a copy of this communicatilm is sent to 
the Payma:ster General, requesting him to lay it before the Secretary of 
War." As Paymaster Smith did not inform me that he had written to you, 
I do not sufficiently understand the point to be decided by the Secretary of 
War, to give him the necessary explanation. I infer, from your answer, 
that the question is, What officers are to be . paid, according to the organ­
ization required by the law; and which are to "be considered supernumera­
ries? and that it is your opinion that those you named are entitled to a. 

. preference, on account of the services they performed. 
If I am correct, the Secretary considers that the Governor of the Terri .. 

tory, and the officer in command of the troops, are the proper persons to­
make the decision. 

I understand there is one regiment of those troops in the neighborhood 
of Newnansville, yet to be paid. I did expect that this dnty would have 
been performed by Paymaster Smith; but he informed me, before he left 
St. Augqstine, that it was impossible to get to that place without a strong­
escort, and that Lieutenant Colonel Crane did not think the object suffi­
ciently im{Jortant to justify him in sending such an escort at this sickly 
season. I am informed by officers who have returned from Florida, that 
Newnansville can be approached as easily, or more so, from Tallahassee;: 
and, as it is uncnrtain when I can seud a paymaster by the way of St. 
Augustine, I wish you to furnish Paymaster Mapes a sufficient escort to­
protect him, and send him on that dnty, if you shall think it of sutbcient. 
importance. There are some regular troops at that place that are much in 
want of pay. . 

I am gratified at the complimentary terms in which you notice the otfi­
cial conduct of th~ two officers of this department, who have been with1 
you. I know it will give Paymaster Mapes pleasure to render yon every· 
service in his power, in any way you desire to employ him; to wltich l 
have not the slightest objection, provided it does not interfere with his: 
appropriate duty, which I am sure you will not permit it to do. 

I am, &c., 
N. 'rOWSON, Paymaster General. 

GovERNOR OF FLORIDA, Tallahassee. 

PAYMASTER GENERAL's 0PFicE, 
May 23,_ 1837. 

SrR : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the' 
9th mstant, in which you reqnest that a paymaster may be sent to pay cer­
tain companies of Florida militia, which you inform me hav~ not yet been 
paid. 

The. following is an extract from the instructions given by the senior offi. 
cer of the department in Florida, Paymaster T. P. Andrews, to Paymaster· 
Forsyth : "After all the volunteers are paid off, and the troops paid to the· 
30th April as above, and not before, Major Forsyth will proceed to Tall a-
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llassee, and pay off the two companies of militia, the rolls of which 1 have 
already made out and leave with you; also, the detachment of Apalachicola 
Indians. He will also pay any proper claims on the department in that 
Iegion, now due ; after which, he can proc.eed home.'' 'rhe instructions 
were dated at Tampa Bay on the 20th nltimo, and, if nothing has occurred 
to prevent, will, I presume, have been complied with by the time yon re. 

· -ceive this. It is, however, possible that more pressing duty may have been 
assigned to Paymaster Forsyth, that will delay his visiting Tallahassee. 

Lieutenant J. C. Casey, no.w in Florida, has received a temporary appoint­
ment as paymaster, and on the 5th instant I sent him a bond to be exe. 
-cuted. As soon as that is returned, I shall order him to Tallahassee, to 
remain there until all the claims against the department in that quarter are 
settled. 

Volunteers who were absent when their companies were paid will have 
. :to apply to the accounting officers at this place for settlement, as the rolls 
'vhich establish their claims are in the Second Auditor's office. Letters on 
the snbject, addressed to the Auditor, or to me, will be attended to without 
·delay. 

I am, &c. 

GovERNOR OF FLORIDA, 

Tallahassee. 

N. TO,VSON, Paymaster General. 

PAYMASTER GENERAL's 0FFrcE, 

# July 13, 1837. 
SIR: Paymaster Forsyth has furnished me a copy of your letter to him 

of the 8th ~ltimo, in which you say the deranged state of the currency is 
:such as .to preclude the possibility of . his obtaining from the local banks 
.such funds as would enable him to pay the militia and volunteers of the 
'rerritory, and advise him to proceed to \¥ashington to.make the necessary 
arrangements with me for paying off the da-ims-against the Pay Department. 

I enclose you a copy ·Of the paymaster's answers to my inquiries on the 
.subject, from which it appears that many of the claimants refused to be paid 
in the paper of your banks, and required Rpecie. He thinks northern paper 
would be acceptable; but it appears, from what follows in his letter, that 
none of the claims, or but a few of them are sufficiently antbenticated to 
be acted on by a paymaster, if there were no difficulty about funds to pay . 
them with; and that the proper muster-rolls have not been made, which 
makes it necessary that the claims should be submitted to the accounting 
-officers of the Government before they are paid. 

Under these circumstances, all that I can do is to request your excellency 
to instruct the officers to forward the claims of their commands to me, with 

~evidence of the service, and statements of the circumstances under which 
it was performed, in order that the claims may be audited for settlement. 

I will also thank you to inform me what fimds will be acceptable to the 
-claimants, and, if they carr be provided, it shall be done; if not, their claims 
,must remain unsettled until suitable provision is made by Congress. 

I am,&c. . 

GovERNOR QF FLoRIDA, 

Tallahassee. 

N. TOWSON, Paymaster General. 
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[Enclosure in letter of July 13, 183i.] 

pAYMASTER GENERAL's OFFICE, 

July 11, 1837. 
SrR: Governor Call says ifl. his letter to you (of which you have given 

me a copy) that the deranged state of the finances of the country is such as 
to preclude your obtainiug from the local banks such funds as would en­
able you to pay the volunteers and militia of the Territory; and advises, 
you to visit \Vashington for the purpose gf making the necessary arrange­
ments with the Paymaster General for paying off the numerous claims 
agu.inst the Pay Department. · . · 

I will thnnk you to inform me what funds were under your control, that 
y1m could have used in paying the claims against this department, of which 
the Governor speaks; whether any other funds than specie would be re­
ceived iu payment by the claimants, and what funds. 

Piease also inform me the probable amount of the claims the Governor­
refers to, and whether the claimants have been regularly mustered, and are 
fully prepared to be paid; or whether these claims should be first submit-. 
ted to the accounting officers of the Government. 

I am, &c., 

R. A. FoRSYTH, Poyrnaster.-Present. 

N. TOWSON, 
Paymaster General .. 

[Enclosure in letter of July 13, 1837.] 

WASHINGTON CITY, July 11, 1837. 
SrR: In reply to your communication of this date, I have the honor to­

state that the fn nds within my control, in making payments nt Tallahassee, 
were Union and Central Bank paper. Many of the individuals who had 
claims against the Government for services, demanded gold or silver, and 
refused to take Florida paper. I am inclined to believe that northern paper 
would be acceptable. Great difficulty will occur, however, for the want of 
specie to mnke change, as none can be had at rrallabassee. I have no 
knowledge of more than one company and two detachments who have been 
regularly mustered in and out of service, and could be paid without refer­
ring the rolls to the accouuting officers of the Government. Other claims. 
exist; but J do not think numerous. Most of the claimants have never 
bP-en reg11larly mustered in or out of service; and I think it would be ex­
pedient and proper to submit the rolls to the department previous to a f>ay­
ment being made. I remained in rrallahassee ten days ·after the receipt of 
Governor Call's letter, employed in paying off the companies of Captains. 
Evans and Myrick, as far us it could be done. with checks on the Union: 
Bank of Flnrida. 

Very r.espectful1y, sir, your obedient servant, 

General N. Towso~, 
Paymaster General U. S. Army. 

R. A. FORSYTH, 
Paymaster U.S. Army ... 
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PAYMASTER GENERAL's OFFICE, 
July .31, 1837. 

Sra: 1 have had the honor to receive your letter of the 16th i'nstant. 
W heu you wrote that letter, you could not hav~ receiyed mine of the 13th, 
which has probably reached you before now. On turning· to my copy of 

• that letter, it does not strike me that I can now add any thing useful to it. 
Is it not possible that you have comprehended, in the claims referred to, 

many against other branches of the service than the Pay Department, of 
which I have no cognizance? 

vVith great respect, I am, sir, your most obedient servant, 
N. TOWSON, Payrnastet· General. 

GovERNOR OF FLoRIDA, Tallahassee. 

PAYMASTER GENERAL's OFFICE, 
August 8, 1837. 

GovERNOR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 25tn ultimo. 

I regret, as much as you do, the delay in the payment of the volunteers, 
which forms the subject of your communication, and have done every 
thing in my power to prevent it. I am at a loss to know why you did not 
·require Mapes to pay them, if they were entitled to it, at the time he was 
in your staff. The subject was uq.der your control; it was for that pur­
pose he was ordered to join you, and was furnished with funds, a part of 
which is no\v in the Central Bank. This not having been done, I directed 
the senior officer of the department in Florida to have it attended to as 
soon as an officer could be spared from more pressing duty; and Major 
Forsyth was accordiugly sent to Tallahassee, with instructions to consult 
you, and pay off all claims against the department. He assigns two reasons 
for not doing so : the principal one, in which yon concur, was, that his 
funds were of the Uuion and Central Banks of Tallahassee, which the 
volunteers would not receive; and that but two companies, a part of which 
had been paid, were prepared to receive it. Under such circumstances, I 
do not see what more could have been done by this department to have the 
claims von mention settled. 

It .is my intention to send a paymaster to 'rallah~ssee as soon as I can 
. spare one for that purpose, or procure an officer of the line to perform the 
duty; but, in the mean time, it will greatly expedite the business if the 
companies are mustered, and one set of the rolls sent to this place, and the 
.others retained by you or the captains. If there are no doubtful points to 
be settled by the accounting officers, as you seem to think, the payment 
can be made on the rolls retained; but if there are, it will certainly save 
time to have the rolls placed in their hands as soon as practicable. 

It is much to be regretted that these companies have n.ot been mustered 
before ; if they had, and I had been furnished the rolls, they would have 
been paid long since. This is a dnty that should never be delayed for the 
arrival of a paymaster, as that never can expedite, and frequently delays, 
the settlement. 

I am glad to learn from your letter that the paper of the Central Bank 
will be received by the troops. Major Forsyth was authorized to receive 
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:all that was to the credit of Paymaster Ma.pes in that bank, and would 
have been furnished any additional sum required, in southern funds, if he 
had applied to me for it. 

You inform me that the Central Bank will now purchase the checks of 
the Government officers on the banks of New York, and give their own 
bills in payment; which you think .every one will be glad to receive. You 
will see, by the enclosed circular to disbutsing officers, that it is not in the 
power of paymasters to obtain funds in Kew York to draw on. If the 
banks will purchase drafts on Charleston, Savannah, Mobile, or New 
Orleans, they can be obtained from the Treasury ; or: if the notes of the 
deposite banks at either of those .places will be received by the troops, they 
can be obtained. 

Let me entreat you to have all the troops that require it mustered im­
mediately. 

I am, &c., 
N. TOWSON, Paymaster General. 

GovERNOR oF FLORIDA, Tallahassee. 

TALLAHASSEE, May 30, 1836. 
SIR: Yours of the 18th instaflt has just been received. The letter you 

enclosed to Major Kirby shall be forwarded to Charleston, where, I learn, 
he has gone. · From your letter, I perceive you are but little advised of the ' 
situation of those who have claims against the Paymaster's Department. 

You speak of paymasters having been ordered into the jJeld as early as 
the 2d of February, and observe, " that if the mihtia referred to in your 
[my] letter had, when their term of service expired, .been properly mustered, 
and the rolls placed m the hands gf the paymaster, they could have been 
paid on quitting the field; but the paymaster must now follow them to their 
respective homes to perftn-m that duty." 

Now the fact is, that the greater number of those having claims against 
the Paymaster's Department served in the months of December and Janu­
ary: and were discharg~d before the paymasters arrived in the field; others 
served at distant posts on the frontier when a paymaster presented himsRlf 
during the period of their service ; and a third class were ordered by the 
commanding general on a detached service ; after accomplishing which, 
they were airected to proceed home, there to be discharged. 

Thus you will perceive that' your remark does not justly apply to any of 
the Florida troops, and that the inconvenience to which the Pay pepart­
ment may be exposed, having to send othcers to their respective homes in 
order to pay the troops, does not result from neglect of duty on the part of 
the officers commanding them. 

l have not received the letter which you did me the honor of addressino· 
me on the 30th of March last, but I will endeavor to have the muster-roll~ 
prepared in such a manner as to avoid any difficulty in the payment; and 
hope that a paymaster may be ordered to perform that duty as early as 
practicable, if it should be found inconvenient for Major Kirby to do so. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. K. CALL. 

'General N. Towsolj', 
Paymaster General United States Army. 
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T ALLAHAS~EE, July 1, 1836. 

DEAR SIR: I have received your letter of the 13th June, and regret t()· 
have given you so much troublt~. Major Kirby bas been here on duty for 
some time, and will soon have completed his r,aymeuts. He is very prompt;, 
and efficient in his office, and despatches busi'ness with great rapidity, not­
withstanding the unpleasant duty he has had to perform. 

He has, no donbt: ere this, reported to you off.1cially. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ' 

R. K. CALL. 
General N. TowsoN. 

TALLAHASSEE, July 3(), 1836. 

'i SrR: Major Mapes, of the Pay Department, is still with me, engaged in 
paying off the troop~ as they return from service. There are two or three 
detachments yet to be paid. I have found bim a most valuahle officer in· 
every respect, and hnve given him an appointment in my ste1ff as aid-de­
camp. I hope it will be HO inconvenience to your department for him to.· 
remain in that situation, as it will not interfere with the performance of his 
other dnties. From his experience, and gen_eral intelligence, he will be 
highly serviceable to me and to the conntry. 

~ I am: sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

• 

R. K. CALL. 
General N. TowsoN, Payrnaslc1· General. 

TAT.LAHASSEE, Angust 7, 1836. 
SI ~: Your communication of the 27th of July, with the enclosure from· 

the Paymaster G eneral, is duly received. It is not: nor has it heen, my in­
tentiou to prevent the pnymetlt of nny who are entitled, under any cir .. 
cumstances, to receive pay fnr services rend ered. 

I mentioned, in my lette r of the 19th of July: my knowledge of the ser­
vices rendered by Colonel \Varren 1 Lien tenant Colonel Mills, Miljor Cooper,, 
and Captain Putnam. Colonel Warren and Major Cooper were wounded. 
How far tile Secretary of VV nr may decide that those \Vho were not in the 
field, bnt remained nt home, were ill service, is for him, not me, to detennine .. 

If the organization does include no more than one colonel, one lientt>nant 
colonel, ~wo majors, with captains, liente r•wnt~, &c., as stated, there is no­
donbt bnt the nbovenamed, who rendered £1.itllful awl active service, and 

' who shed tbeir blood, sho11ld be the officers recognised as in service, and 
commanding, whatever informalities mav arise in the muster. 'l..,he facts. 
alluded to f will cheerf11lly give nnder certificate, if required. A copy of. 
this communication is sent to the Paymaster General, requesting him to lay­
it before the Secreta rv of ·war. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. K. CALL, 

Mnjor SMITH, 

Governor and Commander-in chief~ 

Paymaster U. 8. Army, St. Augustine. 

I ' 
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TALLAHASSEE, September 18, 1836. 
SrR: I have received your letter of the 3d instant, and have sent ~ajor 

Map~s to Newnansville, agreeably to your request, to finish the payments 
which should have been maqe 'by Major Smith . . He was ordered by me to 
proceed to Newnansville on that duty, and he was authorized to call on 
Colonel Crane for an e~cort. The reason assigned by him to me for not 
executing the order, was his ill health, and not that Colonel Crane did not 
thi'nk the object sufficiently important to justify him in sending an escort. 
Major Smith had sent me a copy of your letter to th~ Secretary of War, in 
which yon mention the number of officers who might be paid according 
to the number of men returned by General Hernandez. Knowing, as I did, 
that a majority of the officers and men who presented themselves for pay­
ment had. never performed a day's service, I requested Major Smith to pay 
the officers whom I knew to have served faithfully, and told him he might 
regard that request as a positive order if he fonnd it necessary to cover his 
responsibility; but he left the Territory without paying any of the officers 
except Major Putnam. . 

It was, no donbt, your intention that those only should be paid who had 
performed actual service; and such are the instructions I have given to 
Major Mapes. But I fear you will find, on inquiry, that a large number of 
the men paid by Major Mapes: though belonging to the regiments ordered 
out by General Hernandez, never left their homes, or performed one day's 
service during the war. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. K. CALL, 

Cornmanding the Army 'in Florida. 
Genera] N. TowsoN, 

Paymaster General, Washington. 

TALLAHASSEE, May 9, 1837. 
SIR: I regret to be under the necessity of troubling you again on the 

subject of the pay due the militia of Middle and West Florida. Those 
engaged under my command in the fall campaign, as well as others since 
employed in the defence of the frontier, (amounting to ten or twelve com­
panies,) still remain unpaid. Since Major Mapes left here in August last, 
none of the militia called into service from this part of the country have 
been paid. I have written several times to General Jesnp on the subject; 
but, as yet, no paymaster bas arrived, and I am under the necessity of ap­
plying to you, and requesting that one may be ordered immediately to this 
place to pay off the troops which have been discharged from service. 

Having reason to believe that impositions will be attempted on the Pay­
master's Department, by a part of the battalion of East Florida militia under 
the command of Lieutenant Colonel William J. Mills, I have, from a sense 
of justice to the Government, to request that the paymasters in Florida may 
be instructed to pay such portions only of that battalion as I may designate. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

General N. TowsoN, 
R. K. CALL, Governor of Florida. 

Paymaster General U. S . .A. 
15 
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W ASHING'l'ON CITY, July S, 1837, 
SIR: I have the honor to enclose a copy of a letter from Governor Call 

on tlie subject of payments to militia in Florida. Of the numerous unsatis­
fied claims referred to, but a small portion -applies to the Pay Department. 
None would have remained unsatisfied, could I have had control of the 
proper kind of funds. 

Very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
R. A. FORSYTH, 

General N. TowsoN, 
Paymaster U. 8. A. 

Paymaster General U. S. A. 

[Enclosed in. the preceding.] 

T ALLAltASSEE, June 8, 1~37. 
SIR: 1 regret very much that the deraNged state of the finances of the 

country is such as to preclude the possibility of your obtaining at this time1 

from our local banks, such funds as will enable you to pay the militia and 
volunteers of the Territory which have been engaged in the service of the 
United States. 

The Government could not have anticipated the sudden and unexpected 
change which has taken place. It is highly impqrtant the interest of 
those concerned that the most prompt payment should be made; and, if 
consistent with the instructions you have received from the chief of your 
department, I would suggest the ~ropriety of your proceeding immediately 
to Washington for the purpose of making the necessary arrangements with 
the Paymaster General for paying off the numerous unsatisfied claims 
against that department. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Major FoRsYTH, 
Paymaster U. S. A. 

R. K. CALL. 
Governor of Florida. 

TALLAHASSEE, July 161 1837. 
SIR : I am again under the necessity of reminding you that the militia 

and volunteers of Middle Florida have not been paid for services rendered 
the Government near twelve months since. · '!'his is a g·rievance of which 
complaint is justly made; and I have most earnestly to :request that a pay· 
mast~r may be ordered immediately to this place, to pay off aU the claims 
against the department. 

I am1 sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Gen. TowsoN, 
Paymaster Gel~eral. 

R. K. CALL, 
Governor of Florida. 

TALt.AHASSES, July 25, 1837. 
StR : I have received your letter of the 13th instant, accompanied with a 

copy of one from .Paymaster Forsyth, of the 11th instant. I must say l have 
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read his letter with some surprise. It is certainly a very different commu­
nication from that which I had a right to snppose he would have made to 
you on the subject to which it relates. My letter of the 8th of June (a copy 
of which he appears to hav~ furnished you with) was written at his special 
instance and request. He informed me that he had funds only to pay two 
companies those of (Myrick and Evans,) to whom he had made partial pay­
ments during the last winter ; and that, by going to 'Vashington, he could 
make the necessary arrangements for funds ; and I certainly understood 
that he would return here immediately and complete the payments to the 
troops of Middle Florida. At the time I wrote the letter of the 8th of June to 
Major Forsyth, both the banks at this place had suspended specie payments. 
The bills of the Union Bank were at a discount, and the Central Bank would 
not give its paper in exchange for the checks of the Government on any 
bank whatever. Since that time the Central Bank has adopted a different 
policy, and it now purchases the checks of the Gqvernment officers on the 
banks of New York. I am authorized by the president of that institution 
to say, that it will afford the Government any facility it may require in that 
way. 'rhis bank is in as good a situation, and in as good credit in this 
country, as any bank in the United States; and every one will be glatl to re­
ceive payment in the bills of this institution. I am further informed by the 
president, there is in bank, to the cred1t of the Government, $20,000, placed 
there by Major l}iapes, which he is ready to pay. Thus, you will perceive, 
there is no difficulty about funds. All we require is, the checks on the 
banks of New York, and a paymaster to disburse the money which may be 
raised on them. I am greatly surprised at the suggestion of Major Forsyth, 
that the claims against the Government are not numerous, and that they 
should be refern~"d t0 the department at vVashi ngton before they are paid. 
His reason for this is, that the troops were not re~ularly mustered in and 
out of service. This is true; but would a reference of the rolls to the 
department at Washington dispense with this formality? would not the 
muster out of service still be necessary? If so, why longer delay the pay­
ment of claims which have been due twelve months, by sending the rolls to 
Washington, and then sending them back here to have the troops mustered 
out of service? Why not have them mustered and paid at once? These 
troops were not regularly mustered in or out of service: because there was 
no regular officer to perform that duty; but they were regularly organized! 
and enrolled; they performed their duty faithfully, and they can show the­
proper evidence of their services, and of the amount due them. In East 
Florida I ordered troops into service without being mustered. GeneraL 
Jesup ordered them to be mustered out, and they were immediately paid. 
r-.rwo -thirds of the men who have been in service during the war, have 
been received il) the same manner, and they have all been paid. Major; 
Kirby paid off five or six companies last summer, who were precisely in the-­
same situation. And now, when I have been writing for a paymaster, first 
to General Jesup, and then to yourself, for more than six months1 to be told, 
that a further delay is to be encountered, is an embarrassment which I had, 
not anticipated. If it was not necessary to send the rolls of East Florida. 
to Washington before the troops were paid, it cannot be necessary to ob­
serve that formality in Middle Florida, where the men were pnecisely in the · 
same situation. Middle Florida, with a frontier of near 200 miles, has de· 
fended herself during the whole war ; and, with the e·xeep~ion of a few· 
months last summer, there has scarcely been a regular soldier encamped: 
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within her limits. If a paymaster is sent, I ean procure a regular officer, 
if it is required, to muster tbe men out of service : and I do hope, sir, in 
justice to the claimants, that one may be ordered here with that promptitude 
which has always characterized your procee~i:iJgs. Major Forsyth informs 
you that the claims are not numerous; he certainly did not obtain this in­
formation from me, for I assure you, sir, there are ten or twelve companies 
which have claims for three and four months' service. Of this fact I in­
formed you in my first communication on the subject. I see, in all the re­
marks of Major Forsyth, nothing but procrastination and delay. Early in 
December last, before J was relieved in command of the army, I requested 
Major Andrews to send a paymaster to this place, to pay off the troops; and 
still their claims are unsatisfied. Ever since then I have, from time to time, 
been urging their payment, but without effect. The winter and the spring 
were permitted to pass away-midsummer has now arrived, and it is an 
unpleasant duty to travel in the south; but I trust, nevertheless, it will be 
performed. I have every confidence in your energy and prompt attr-ntion 
to business, and I .hope soon to be informed that a paymaster is on his way 
to perform the duties required. 

Very respectfuity, your obedient servant, 

General TowsoN, 
Paymaster General. 

R. K. CALL, 
Governor of Florida. 

TALLAHASSEE: August 21, 1837. 
GENERAL: I have received your letter of the 8th instant, in rr.ply to 

mine of the 25th ultimo. You observe that you are at a loss to know why 
I did pot require Major Mapes to pay the volunteers, if they were entitled 
to it, at the time he. was in my staff. Major Mapes did pay very promptly 
·all claims which were due at that time; but you appear not to be apprized 
that others have since accumulated, and that he left here early in Septem­
ber to pay off the troops in East Florida; and that, owing to his extreme 
·ill health, he never returned. ,.rhe term of service of the men ordered to 
the frontier in the months of June and July of the last year had not ex­
pired when he left here; hence he could not pay them, and numerous other 
·companies ordered into service subsequent to that time. 

You speak of Major F•orsyth having been ordered here to pay off the 
·troops; of the causes assigned by him for not having done so; and observe 
that the principal one,- iri which I concur, was, that his funds were of the 
Central and Union banks of Tallahassee, which the volunteers would not 
receive. 

I beg leave to say, sir, that l do not concur in the correctness of this 
statement, as you will readily perceive by an attentive perusal of my last 
letter. 

In thut letter I informed you that Major Forsyth had told me emphati­
cally and positively that he had funds to pay off but t•;vo companies; and 
that it was under this belief, and at his request, that I addressed him the 
·ietter (a copy of which he laid before you) requesting him to proceed to 
Washington to procure suitable funds. I was not apprized, at that time, 
that Major Forsyth had at his disposal $20,000 in the Central Bank of 
Florida, or that he would, as I afterwards learned he did, pay off the com­
panies of Evans and Myrick in Union Bank bills, which were then, and 
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still are, at a discount of from five to ten per cent. in exchange for Central 
Bank notes. These two were the only companies Major Forsyth offered to 
pay; and when they, suhsequently to the date of my letter, and after I had 
left Tallahassee on public business, agreed, and actually did receive from 
him payment in the Union Bank bills, he should not have used my letter as 
an excuse for leaving here, or assigned as a cause for not paying other 
companies to whom he did not offer them, that he had no other funds than 
Central and Union Bank bills. After Myrick's and Evans's companies re­
ceived their_pay in the worst funds he had at command, I know of no good 
reason he had to believe that other compat'lies would refuse to receive the 
Central Bank notes, which were worth a premium. I again repeat that I 
wrote the letter to Major Forsyth, at his request, and on the information I 
received alone from him. 

With regard to the muster of the troops, I know this to be a necessary 
formality; and in my last letter I informed you of the reason why it had 
not been done. I have been compelled to defend Middle ~....,lorida against 
the ravages of the Seminoles, and Vvest Florida against the fugitive Creeks, 
without the aid of the Government-not having even so much as a regular 
officer to muster the troops into service, which is required by your depart­
ment. It should not, therefore, be a matter of surprise that they have not 
been mustered. I have, however, sent by express an npplication to General 
Jesup for a regular officer to be sent forthwith, to muster all the companies 
out of service; and before a paymaster can arrive here, the rolls will be 
complete. I am not disposed to censure any one; but there has certainly 
been an extraordinary delay in the payment of these troops, and I hope it 
will not long.continue to be a subject of complaint. There would be no diffi­
culty in procuring funds, if we had tt paymaster to disburse them ; and I 
have again to request that one may be immediately ordered to perfOrm that 
duty. 

I am, sir, very respectfully: your obedient servant, 
R. K. CALL. 

General N . . TowsoN, 
Paymaster General U. S. Army. 

'rALLAHASSEE, September 6, 1837. 
SrR: In my lust letter to you I mentioned tbat Major Forsyth had stated 

to me that he had funds, when here, only to complete the payment of Evans's 
and Myrick's companies. 'rhis statement appeared inconsistent with the 
fact that there was to his eredit in the Central Bank of Florida at this place 
$25,000, no part of wh1ch has yet been expended. I have subsequently 
called at the Central Bank, and find that the check of .Major Mapes placing 
this fund to the eredit of Major Forsyth ·is dated at New York on the 8th 
of June. This reconeiles the apparent inconsistency. This statement of 
Major Forsyth was made before that time, and I had no conversation with 
.him on the subject after the 8th of June. 

As an act of justice to Major Forsyth, I am happy in being enabled to 
make this statement. I hope I shall soon bear frorn you again on the sub­
ject of sending a paymaster to pay off the troops of Middle and West Florida. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

General N. TowsoN, 
Paymaster General. 

R. K. CALL. 
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ORDNANCE OFFICE, ( 
Washington, June 22, 1536. 

SrR: By order of the Secretary of War, I·have the honor to inform you 
that Captain ,E. Harding, the officer commanding the Mount V ~rnon arse. 
nal, Alabama, has been directed to comply promptly with any requisitions 
which you may find it necessary to make on him to enable you to earry on 
your operations. 

The Mount Vernnn arsenal has been ::>elected, that being deemed, from 
its position, the most convenient to afford the ready means of snpply. 

The precaution has been taken, however, to give similar instructions to 
the officers commanding the Augusta (Georgia) arsenal, and the Charles­
ton depot, should you find it necessary to make requisitions on them. 

Any additional information which you may require will be promptly 
given. 

Respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
. GEO. BOMFORD, 

His Excellency R. K. CALL, 
Governor of Florida. 

Colonel of Ordnance. 

TALLAHASSEE, July 9, 1836. 
SrR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the · 

22d ultimo, informing me of the order given by the Secretary of War to the 
officer having charge of the arsenal at Mount Vernon to issue arms and 
ammunition on my requisition. Anticipatit1g such an order, I sent in· April 
last and obtained a sufficient supply. 

1 am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Colonel GEORGE BaMFORD, 
Ordnance Department. 

R. K. CALL. 
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APPENDIX. 

[The following documents should have been inserted in the body of the 
foregoing- correspondence, in the order hereafter noted, but were accident­
ally omitted in preparing it.] 

[The seven following letters should have immediately preceded the letter of May 25, 1836, (page 
1,) from the Secretary of War to Governor Call.] 

WAR DEPARTMENT, May 5, 1836. 
SIR: I have received your letter of the 20th ultimo, and, in answer, beg 

leave to inform you that General Scott has been this day requested by the 
Adjutant General to communicate freely with you on the subject of the ne­
cessary measures for the defence of the settlements in Florida against the 
depredations of the Indians. I have to request that you would state your 
views freely to General Scott, who w!ll be authorized to pursue such a 
course as will be found necessary. I agree with you that it would not be 
expedient, under present circumstances, to remove any of the regular troops 
from Florida, and General Scott has been accordingly in~tructed to retain 
them there. He has been further requested to establish posts in the health­
ful positions, wherever the state of the country may require. 

It seems to be conceded that military operations canaot be carried on 
against the Indians during the summer season. Your suggestion, there­
fore, .seems to me very correct, to take all necessary measures to prevent the 
incursions of the Indians, by the establishment of posts, and to be prepared, 
as soon as the proper season arrives, for resuming operations. It is so im­
portant to afford adequate security to our citizens, that, if we err at all, we 
had better err by establishing too many than too few po~ts. I have to re­
quest, therefore, that you would state your views fully on this point to Gen­
eral Scott. 

A bill is pending before Congress, and will probably pass within a fe\V 
days, authorizing the raising of volunteers. As soon a~ it becomes a law, 
General Scott will be authorized to organize such a force, of that descrip­
tion, as may be necessary, in addition to the regular troops, to afford full 
protection to the inha19itants of Florida. While General Scott remains in 
the 'Territory, the general measures of defence will be, of course, intrusted 
to him. As a precautionary matter, however, and looking to possible events, 
instructions will be given to the commanding officers of the arsenals at Au­
gusta and Mount Vernon to issue any arms that may be required for the 
defence of the Territory. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
LEWIS CASS. 

His Excellency R. K. CALL, 
Governor of Plo1"ida, Tallahassee, Fa. 
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WAR DEPARTME.NT, 1J1ay 14, 1836. 
SIR: I have received and submitted to the President your two letters of 

the 28th and 30th ultimo. 
My letter of Nlay 5, in answer to yours o(the 20th ultimo, will have con­

veyed to you the views of the President at that time on the subjects present­
ed by you . The bill, to which I alluded in that letter, has lJOt yet passed 
Congress, and the department is therefore prevented from taking those de­
finitive measures which are contemplated. But, as soon as it is passed, 
measures will be taken for raising such a force under it as, in addition to 
the regnlar troops in Florida, may be deP-med sufficient for the protection 
of the frontiers . 'The President is disposed to view favorably your sugges­
tion respecting a summer campaign. The impression heretofore enter­
tained ut the department, derived from various sources of information, has 
been, that operations conld not be carried on in Florida at that season of the 
year, with any just regard to the health of the troops. But your experience, 
ofiicial situation, and knowledge of the country, justly give weight to your 
opinion. And, it may be, that men acclimated to that region, may operate 
there without danger from the climate. As soon, however, as the volunteer 
law passes, I will write you again; and you may rely upon it that no proper 
measures will be omitted to afford adequate security to the people of Florida. 

1\'ly attention has been called to the concluding paragraph of my letter to 
yon of the 5th instant. I find it i~ not as definite as it should have been. I 
intended to say that the necessary arms should be issued upon your requi­
sition : and such were the instructions given, as you will perceive from the 

· enclosed copy of a memorandum given to the Ordnance Department. 
I have had a conversation with General Jesup on the subject of the claims 

against the Quartermaster's Department in Florida. He informs me that he 
wrote you some time since on the subject, and thll.t arrangements had been 
1nade for the adjustment and· payment of these claims. He will immediately 
advise you of the instructions that have been given. 

Orders were some time since given to the Paymaster General to cause the 
militia to be paid us fast as they were mustered into service and as the pay 
was dtie to them. I have again rene\'ved the subject, and requested the 
immediate attention of Generu[ Towson to it, and also that he would write 
you. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
LEWIS CASS. 

His Excellency R . K. CALL, 

Governor of Florida, Tallahassee, · Fa. 

"\VAR DEPARTMENT, Ma.y 16, 1836. 
SIR: I have received your Jetter of May 4th. You will perceive that, 

while Major General Scott, in Florida, is charged with the general measures 
of defence, it would not do for this department to authorize the organiza­
tion and employment of a force independent of his authority. Still, how­
ever, if any portion of the frontier is left without defence, and the inhabir­
ants exposed to danger, the President will sanction the calling out by you 
of a force necessary to repel the attack of the Indians. You may rely npon 
every disposition being felt here to afford due protection to the inhabitants 
of Florida: and to reduce the refractory Indians to submission. 

; 
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General Scott, by the last ad vices, was at St. Augustine, awaiting the or­
ders of the department. He will be authorized, after putting- thE' frontier in 
a proper state of defence, to turn over the command to General Clinch, 
and to return to his departnient if the state of affairs there will, in his 
opinion, permit. You will perceive the extreme difficulty of determining, 
here, what posts should be abandoned or established, when there is a con­
trariety of opinion between officers of high rank in the country. My own 
impression respecting general defensive measures is, t!lat healthful positions 
should be songht along the lines, and temporary posts established, with 
slight defences for the occupation of the troops during the summer season; 
that it is better to have more posts with fewer men in each, than it is to 
have few posts with large garrisons; that the Indians will scarcely collect 
in large masses, or attack fortified positions ; but that they will spread 
themselves along the frontiers in small parties, doing all the mischief they 
can. The troops should, at all times, be upon the alert; and there should 
be mounted men employed, ;.1cquainted with the nature of the country 
and the habits of the Indians, who can instantly follow any marauding 
parties which may strike upon the settlements. It is indispensable that the 
Indians should be pursued. If thyy find that their expeditions are success­
ful, and that they are uot followed to their fastnesses, they will lay waste 
the whole frontier. Certainly, where an Indian can go, a white man can 
follow. It is necessary, however, for this purpose, that a corps of spies and 
guides should be formed and kept continually in motion. Whenever a hos­
tile party is discovered, their trail should be followed, and the necessary 
force, infantry and mounted men, kept within supporting distance of these 
spies. Vigilance, activity, and decision, are essentially necessary to secure 
the objects in view. 

From your representation, I am under the impression that" a very small 
fo-rce at 'rampa Bay will be sufficient, and that the other troops had better 
be stationed upon the line of the frontier settlements. I shall transmit to 
General Scott copies of yonr letter and this answer, th11t he· may know the 
views of the department. He will be authorized to keep in service such 
mounted men as may be necessary for defensive operations during the sum­
mer season. 

From what is understood here of the climate, men not accustomed to it 
cannot, with safety, carry on military operations. If this be so, the regular 
troops ought not to be required to do any more than defend their positions, 
overawe the Indians, and pursue any war-parties that may make their ap­
pearance; and, perhaps, also occasionally ranging through the more health-
ful parts of the country. -

I mentioned in a preceding Jetter that there was a bill pending before 
Congress for raising a volunteer force, and that, as soon as it passed, defini­
tive measures would be taken on the subject of your proposition to imbody 
a force of this descri_ption. Congress have not finally acted upon this mat­
ter; but, in the mean time, you are authorized to take preparatory steps for 
raising one thousand volunteers, to be employed whenever required, ih 
operations against the Seminole Indians. I send you a copy of the bill for 
your information. But you will please to observe that, as it has not passed, 
no definitive measures can be taken upon this snbject, nor assurances given. 
The men may be enrolled, and · the company officers selected, so as to be 
ready to be imbodied the moment the bill passes. 'I'hey should be organ­
ized with respect to officers, non-commissioned officers, and privates, agree-
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ably to the existing militia laws of the United States. The· question re· 
specting the appointment of superior officers will be determined as soon as 
the law passes. All this will be considered as the mere voluntary act of 
the individuals, and will not subject the Government to any expense what­
ever until the necessary legal provision is made. It is merely preparatory 
to an organization. 

I have shown this letter to the President, who has authorized me to ex­
press to you his approbation of it. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
-LEWIS CASS. 

P. S.-The Presjdetit ~uggests that, whenever the Indian ponies and beef 
cattle cannot be taken for the use of the army,' they should be shot. 

.. L. C. 
His Excellency R. K. ·CALL, 

Governor of Florida, Tallahassee, Fa. 

WAR DEPARTMENT, 

May 17, 1836. 
SIR: I have just received your letter of the 6th instant, with its en-

closures. 
Having already written to you very fully on the subject of the defence of 

Florida, I have nothing more to add at present. 
As the Indians are actually committing depredations upon the settlements, 

'you are certainly right in taking adequate measures for protection; and the 
President will sanction the employment of whatever militia force may be 
required for this service, until other arrangements are made. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
LEWIS CASS. 

His Excellency R. K. CALL, 
Governor of Florida, Talla!J,assee. 

WAR DEPARTMENT, 

May 19, 1836. 
SIR : Your letter of the 8th instant has just been received. 
The volunteer law has not yet passed, but I think it will in a day or two; 

and, in the mean time, I trust you are making all the arrangements necessa­
ry for the employment of the requisite force as soon as the measure is sanc­
tioned by Congress. I enclose you a copy of a letter received from the 
Secretary of the Navy, by which you will see that a naval force has been 
ordered to the coast, for the purposes specified in your letter. It will be ne­
cessary for you to correspond with Commodore Dallas, and to suggest to 
that officer such a course of proceeding as may be demanded by the public 
interest. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
LEWIS CASS. 

His Excellency R. K. CALL, - . 
Governor of Florida, Tallahassee. 
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WAR DEPARTMENT, 

May 21, 1836. 
SIR: I have just received your letter of the lOth instant. The volunteer 

. bill has not yet passed, and the department is not able to authorize you to 
organize, permanently, any of that species of force. I still, however, hope 
that it will pass within a day or two. I can but repeat what I have already 
said to you. This department will sanction the employment ·of any force 
which you may find necessary to prot8ct the inhabitants of Florida, until 
measures can be adopted for renewi'lg offensive operations against the Sem­
inoles, or until arrangements shall have been completed by General Scott 
for the security of the frontier. 

A letter has this day been received from General Scott, by which it appears 
that he has lost no time in making a proper disposition of his force, with a 
view to the defence of the country, until the state of the season may render 
it proper again to order the regular troops to take the field. 

I have directed the Quartermaster General's Department to instruct Cap .. 
tain Shannon to pay any expenditures which may be incurred by you in 
protecting the settlements. You are at liberty to authorize the construction 
of blockhouses at such points as you may deem proper, where a small force 
may be stationed, and to which the inhabitants may resort for safety. 

Captain Shannon will not only procure such supplies as are required, and 
which properly belong to the quartermaster's department, but all such as 
relate to the subsistence. Immediate arrangements will also be made for the 
payment, from -time to time, of the men thus called out. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
LEWIS CASS. 

His Excellency R. K. CALL, 

Governor oj Florida, Tallahassee. 

1 WAR DEPARTMENT, May 23, 1836. 
SIR: The law for raising volunteers has passed Congress, but has not yet 

been presented to the President for his approval. It will be signed by him · 
without delay, and I will transmit you a copy the moment it can be printed. 
The general features remain unaltered, except in the appointment of the 
officers; these, in all cases, will be appointed agreeably to the Jaws of the 
State or Territory where the volunteers are raised. I trust you are losing 
no time in endeavoring to engage volunteers, so as to have them legally or­
ganized on the receipt of the law. Further instructions will be given with · 
respect to their employment during the summer season, as soon after the 
law is signed as these can be prepared. 

No delay has taken place here in considering every suggestion made by 
you, and in answering your various letters. The defence of the Territory 
is an object of deep interest with the Government. Major General Jesup 

. has proceeded to take the direction of the measures necessary for the reduc­
tion of the Creek Indians. He has been instructed at the commencement of 
his operations to station a force at the southern point of the Creek country, 
so·as to cut off all communication between the Seminole and Creek In­
dians; and, also, immediately to remove the whole of the Creek Indians 
from that part of the country, preparatory to their general emigratio_n. It 
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is hoped that this movement will prevent any co-operation between the hos­
tile parties of these tribes. Without the adoption of such a plan, the meas­
ures in Alabama might drive the Creek Indians into Florida. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
LEWIS CASS. 

His Excellency R. K. CALL, . _ 
Governor of Florida, Tallahassee, Fa. 

[This should have immediately followed letter of May 25, 1836, to Governor Ca11, (page 3,) in 
which it was enclosed. J . 

WAR DEPA_RTl\IENT, May 25, 1836. 
SIR: Should Major General Scott leave, or have left Florida, you will 

please to assume the command of the regular force, and of the volunteers 
and militia who may be called into the service of the United States in 
that Territory. The great objects are, to protect our settlements, and to 
reduce the Indians to submission. I enclose you copies of such communi­
cations to General Scott and Governor Call as appear to be necessary for 
you to understand the views of the Government on this subject. It is Gov-. 
ernor Call's opinion that a successful campaign may be carried on against 
the Indians during the present season of the year. I enclose yon a copy of 
his letter expressing that sentiment. This, also, is the impression of the Pres­
ident; and I have, therefore, to beg of you, if you consider the scheme prac­
ticable, to organize an expedition, and to commence and continue offensive 
operations against the Seminoles until they are reduced. How far it may be 
proper to bring the troops into the field at this time 1 I cannot definitively 
judge. The climate is said to be dangerous ; and, if so, the health of the men 
should not be unnecessarily exposed. Still, the country must be defended; 
and the whole matter must be left to your diseretion, on a view of all the 
circumstances. . 

Under an act of Congress, which was approved yesterday by the Presi­
dent, Governor Call has been requested to raise 1,000 volunteers-one-half 
of them mounted, and one-half infantry; these will be subject to your or­
ders, to be employed wherever circumstances may require. And I have to 
urge upon yon to cau:se them to be so stationed as to secure ·the most effi. 
cient protection. So long as the Indians are allowed to strike a stroke w]th­
out being pursued, their depredations and murders will continue. Block­
h_ouses should. be constructed, and the volunteers stationed at every proper 
positio_n; and these should be in r€adiness to follow the Indians whenever 
they make their appearance. If it is in .your power to carry on offensive 
operations againf:t the Indians, it is very important you should do so. 

I endose a copy of my letter of this date to the Secretary of the Navy, by 
which you will see the arrangements which are in progress for the co-ope­
ration of the seamen. 

Major General Jesup has also been instructed, the moment the state of 
affairs in the Creek country will permit, to turn . his attention to Florida, 
and to move into that Territory with whatever force he tnay deem neces­
sary. I enclose an extract of a letter written to him yesterday, which will 
show you the views enter.tained here of the necessity of his intercepting the 
communication between the Seminole and Creek Indians. 
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A call has been made upon the Governor of Tennessee for 2,500 volun­
teers ; one brigade of these, which will consist of two or three regiments, 
and contain probably about 1,200 or 1,500 men, (depending on the organ­
ization,) will be called imm€diately into the service of the United Sta,tes. 
The commanding officer will proceed, as soon as they are raised, into the 
Creek country, and report himself to Major General Jesup. General Jesup 
has been instructed to detach the whole, or a portion of them, immediately 
into Florida, should circumstances require that measure. The circum­
stances which will govern him will be the success attending the call for 
volunteers by Governor Call, and the state of affairs in Plorida. If the 
whole number of volunteers assigned to Plorida can be raised, and shall be 
found to constitute as numerous a force of this description as can be usefully 
employed during the summer, then General Jesup will not order any of 
these troops into Florida; otherwise, he will do it. I will thank yon im­
mediately to communicate with General Jesup, and keep him advised of the 
state of affairs, that he may be able to stop the Tennessee troops on their 
march should they not be wanted, or to order them to your assistance should 
they be required. It may be, that the result of his own operations in the 
Creek country may be such as to allow him to detach for Florida a portion 
of his command, without waiting the arrival of the Tennessee troops. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
LEWIS CASS. 

General D. L. CLINCH, _ 
Fort Drane, Florida. 

[This should have followed letter of Jude 20,1836, (page 6,) to Governor Call, in which it was 
enclosed.] 

WAR DEPAR'.rMENT, June 20, 1836. 
Sra: I presume Major General Jesup communicated to you a copy of 

my letter of the 25th ultimo. Lest, however, he should not have done this, 
a copy of it is herewith enclosed. By a letter just received from Governor 
Cannon, it appears that the eastern brigade of mounted men will rendezvous 
at Fayetteville on the 1st July. rrhey will be armed and equipped from 1 

the State arsenal, and will proceed, I presume, without delay, to report­
themselves to you. 

Brigadier General Clinch has resigned his commission in the army, and, 
by direction of the President, the command of the regular forces and militia 
serving in Florida has been. ~ssigned to Governor Call. It was hoped that 
a body of volunteers, under the recent act of Congress, might have been 
raised in that Territory; and Governor Call was requested to raise a 
brigade, amounting to one thousand men. I am apprehensive, however, 
by information received from him, that he will not be able to raise this 
force. In that event, it will be absolutely necessary that some other aid 
should be afforded for the defence of Florida ; and as it appears, in your 
letter of the 12th instant to the Adjutant General, that there is no prob­
ability that any portion of the Georgia or Alabama troops will consent to 
serve in Florida, resort must be had to the West Tennessee brigade. You 
will please to direct at least one thousand of them to proceed without delay, 
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and report themselves to Governor Call. If necessary, you will cause 
them to be met on the road with this information, in order that they may 
be able to take the nearest route to their destination. I will thank you 
to communicate freely 'w'i'th Governor Call on the subject of your own 
operations and his. Should you find, h<?wever, by com·municating with 
Governor Call, that he has succeeded in raising such a force as he deems 
adequate to the defence of the 'l,erritory, you will then stop the West 
Tennessee troops, and employ them as you deem proper, or cause them to 
be discharged. 

I have to request that one or more of the steamboats authorized to be 
employed may be placed under the direction of Governor Call, so as to ply 
in the waters of Florida, if you can spare them. I presume that, as soon 
as those expected from New Orleans arrive, you will be able to detach 
some of them to his aid. 

Very respectfuliy, your most obedient servant, 
LEWIS CASS. 

Major General WINFIELD ScoTT, 
Fort Mite/tell, Alabama. 

[This should have followed letter of July 11, 1836, to Governor Call, (page 7,) in which it is 
referred to.] 

WAR DEPARTMENT, Julyll, 1836. 
SIR: It has been suggested that a few Creek warriors. might be useful 

to Governor Call, and might be willing to be employed irr the contemplated 
expedition against the Seminole Indians. You will please to correspond 
with Governor Call on this subject, and, if he should desire it, I will thank 
you to raise a small corps of this description, not exceeding two or three 
hundred, and send them to Florida. They may be paid and organized as 
volunteers, but should be placed under the command of some white man 
well acquainted with them, and who has their confidence. It is presumed 
that enough of young men would be willing to go, without requiring their 
families to be retained in Alabama until their return. 'l1 his measure of 
retaining Indian families ought to be avoided, as the immediate removal 
of the Indians seems to be indispensably necessary. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
LEWIS CASS. 

Major General THoMAs S. JESUP, 

Fort Mitchell, Alabama. 

[This :should have followed the letter of February 2Q, 1837, to Governor Call, in which it is 
referred to, page 21.] 

QuARTERMASTER GENERAL's OFFICE, 

Washington City, January 27, 1837. 
StR: I submit, herewith, a report from Lieutenant L'Engle, assistant 

quartermaster at Charleston, in reply to the complaint preferred against 
him by Governor Call, in his letter to you of the 20th ultimo, for an a!Jeged 
fail~re to comply with a requisition for supplies for the Florida campaign. 
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The statement marked A exhibits the supply of forage sent from 
Charleston, under Governor Call's requisition, with the dates of the several 
shipments. 

The statement marked B exhibit~ the 'supply of subsistence stores for-
warded under that requisition. · 

And the statements marked C and D are exhibits of the supplies sent to 
Florida, under other requisitions, between the 16th of September and the 
12th of November. 

It will be seen, from documents Nos. 5 and 7, th::!.t, so far from the requi­
sition being treated contemptuously, as Governor Call erroneously supposes, 
Lieutenant L'Engle took measures, immediately on the reception of it, on 
the lOth of September, to furnish the supplies called for, so far as they 
could be obtained in Charleston, and reported such as were not to be had 
there. 

It was Bot acciden~al, as the Governor suggests1 that the boats which he 
· required from Charleston were furnished from Savannah. It was the re­

sult of instructions sent from this office immediately on the receipt of in­
formation that those articles could not be procured in Charleston. (See 
documents Nos. 7, 8, 9, and 10.) 

Governor Call's requisition (docqment E) bears date the 3d of Septem­
ber, at rrallahassee. It announced his intention of opening the campaign 
about the 20th of that month, and stated that supplies would "be required 
in the neighborhood of Volusia in a short time." It was receiveq at 
Charleston on the l''Oth of September1 thus leaving but little time to provide 
and forward to their remote destination the large quantities of forage and 
subsistence calle~ for. 

The shipments commenced on the 17th of September, and between that 
date and the 30th of the same month five vessels had been loaded and des­
patched for Florida. 'rhe campaign did not open so soon as was contem­
plated. 'rhe army crossed the Suwanee on the 28th of September, eleven 
days after the shipments commenced from Charleston, and, from document 
No. 11, it would seem that the supplies arrived in good season. 

Owing to the wreck of the steamer Izard, and the consequent failure of 
the depot counted upon at the falls of the Withlacoochie, the T~nnessee 
brigade fell back on Garey's Ferry on the 21st of October. At that date, 
it would appear, from Lieutenant Clark's report, that ample supplies were 
then floating on Lake George, awaiting the appointed arrival of the troops 
at Volusia. Under date of the 12th of October, he advises that "two 
steamboats, each having in · tow a schoonPr, and all loaded with subsistence 
stores and forage, were to leave Picolata yesterday, for Lake George, with 
instructions to remain at the head of the lake until the troops shall arrive 
at Volusia; then to proceed to that place." 

It is clear that Governor Call labors under some mistake in regard to the 
supplies forwarded from Charleston; and I am q.uite sure, on becoming ac­
quainted with the facts in the case, he will take pleasure in doing justice to 
Lieutenant L'Engle. That officer was acting in the two·fold capacity of 
quartermaster and commissary of subsistence, at Charleston, and has per­
formed heavy duties in connexion with the several campaigns in Florida. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
T. CR.OSS, 

Hon. B. F. -BuTLER, 
Major, acting Quartermaster General. 

Secretary of War (ad interim) Washington. 



[ 278] 240 

[This should have followed letter of May 17, 1837, to Governor Call, (page 22,) in which it is 
referred to.] 

WAR DEPARTMENT, May li, 1837. 

SIR : I have to request that you will instruct tbe officers of the subsist­
ence department in Florida to continue, till the lst of October next, the 
issue of rations to such of the suffering inhabitants of that Territory as may, 
in their opinion, and in that of the commanding officers of the different 
posts, be .fit objects of the bounty of the Government. 

Very respectfully, your obedient se:rvant, 

To Maj_or General T. S. JESUP, 
Tampa Bay, Florida. 

J. R. POINSETT. 

[This should have followed letter of May 26, 1837, to Governor Call, (page 22,) in which it is 
referred to.] 

QuARTERMASTER GENERAL's OFFICE, 
Washington, 1Way 24, 1837. 

SIR: The letter of his excellency Governor Call, relati to. the claim of 
E. J. Wood, for the charter of the steamer Minerva, referre o me from the 
War Department for a report, is herewith returned ; and I avail myself of 
the occasion to submit the case for your consideration. 

When this claim was first presented at this office, it Wi s subject to two 
objections : •. 

The first was, the want of proper evidence of the service of the boat-the 
eertificate of the claimant himself (who appeared to be acting in the two­
fold capacity of owner, and at the same time assistant quartermaster of the 
Territorial militia) being all that was offered to sustain it. This objection 
has subsequently been obviated, by the production of satisfactory evidence 
of service from Governor Call ; and the claim might now be paid, but for its 
connexion with another transaction, which constituted the second objection 
to it. I refer to the seizure, by E. J. Wood, of the public steamer Lieu­
tenant Izard, and the attempt, on his part, to libel her for salvage. 

Believing that the seizure of a public vessel, under the circumstances 
attending the case, was a most unauthorized procedure, I suggested to your 
predecessor the justice of making the payment of Mr. Wood's claim for the 
charter of the Minerva dependent upon the unconditional surrender of the 
steamer Izard. Mr. Butler, desiring further information on the subject, 
made no decision on the claim ; and I now repeat that suggestion to you. 

The papers contained in the enclosed letter from the Solicitor of the 
'rreasury, will put you in possession of the facts connected with the trans­
action, as alleged on both. sides, and enable you to judge of its merits. 

It will be seen from the letter of the claimant's counsel, that, reserving 
the claim for salvage for_the action of Congress, he is willing to surrender 
the Izard on the amount expended for repairs made on her being reimburs­
ed ; and on this point he suggests an arbitration. 

I cannot recommend a concurrence in this suggestion. The United 
States would, no doubt, have been put to some expense for repairs,·if the 
public. agents had not been prevented from raising and securing the boat 
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by the unauthorized seizure of her. by Mr. Wood. But, without knowing 
the nature and extent, as well as the cost, of the repairs whicb. he Ims thought 
fit to bestow upon her, I do not think the public oyght to assume them, nor 
commit itself at a:tl in regard to their reimburseme1it. Besides, this boat has 
now been withheld from the United States near six months, and in the claim. 
ant's possession. Sbe has hardly been kept all that time · inactive; the 
claimant may reasonably be supposed to have derive~ game profit from her 
operations. Be that as it may, however, she has been withheld from the 
public service; and, as the seizure was unauthorized in the first instance, 
her detention must be illegal ; and Mr. Wood is, therefore, in my humble 
opinion, justly liable to the United States for all the damages they may 
have sustained by this unauthorized detention of their property; and it is 
worthy of consideration whether this liability should not be tak~n in view 
in adjusting his claim for the charter of the Minerva. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
T. CROSS, 

Hon. J. R. PoiNSETT, 
Major, acting Quartermastm· General. 

Secretary of War, Washingtr:m City. 

[This should hav followed letter of August 4, .)837, to Governor Call, (page 22,) in which it 
is referred to.] 

WAR DEPARTMENT, August 3, 1837. 
SIR : The attention of the department has been called to the subject of 

the aid afforded by Government to the suffering inhabitants of Florida, by 
a late letter received by the Quartermaster "General, from Lieutenant Vinton, 
informing him that another steamboat has been employed to transport sub· 
sistence, on the requiRition of Governor Call, who alleges that the one· now 
on that service (tbe Izard) is not sufficient to suppl-y the suffering inhabit­
ants assembled at St. Mark's. You were· informed, by a letter of the 17th 
May, that the President had resolved to continue the distribution of rations 
to the inhabitants who were unable to maintain themselves, until the 1st of 
October next j and by that intimation it was intended to convey his inten­
tion that these supplies should cease at that time. The object of Congress 
would appear to have been to succor the immediate wants of a people 
who had been suddenly driven from their homes, and deprived of the 
means of supporting themselves-not to continue, during the whole war, .~o 
maintain them gratuitously; thereby withdrawing all motive for exertion o.n 
the part of those who might otherwise find meaus to maintain themselves. 
Cases may present themselves of the aged and infirm, the widow and the 
orphan, wherein you may be called upon to exercise a sound discretion, as 
you are hereby authorized to do; but, on the 1st of October, the present 
system of dealing out rations to the suffering inhabitants of Florida, gene. 
rally, as now practised, must cease ; and as· early notice as possible ought 
to be given of this determination of the President. 

That none may suffer under this decision, you will give employment to 
those who are in want of it ; and it is supposed that the · various branches 
of the service, especially the establishment of stores, posts, and good com­
munications throughout the country, will enable you to do so. Apart from 
the pernicious moral influence of an indefinite continuance of such a 

16 
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system, the success of the campaign will be jeoparded by it. If the steam. 
boats and wagon-train, and other transportatiOn intended for the service of 
the army, may be called off at any time from their legitimate and neces· 
sary uses to convey these supplies, the commanding general cannot be 
certain of receiving, with punctuality and despatch, those intended for the 
troops. And ~if the subsistence intended for the army is to be consnllled 
irregularly by requisitions from officers whose duty it has been to obtain 
the rations heretofore distributed to the inhabitants, the commissary's depart­
ment -cannot answer for the result. The supply mnst, either way, far 
exceed the regular demand, which is attended, as experience provr.s, with 
great waste of the pubJic stores; or there may be a deficiency of supplies 
for the troops, to the utter destruction of the best combined operations. 
Even those -rations which, in the us·e of a sonnd discretion, you may find 
it absolutely necessary to distribute, ought to be taken from uther resources 
than those intended for the use of the army, and transported by other 
means than those at the disposition of the quartermaster's department for 
the transportation of the baggage and stores of the army. 

Yon will, therefore, cause all such persons to be assemblP-d in the neigh­
borhood of Jacksonville, on the St. John's, and at 'Tampa Bay, or Charlotte 
harbor-points which can be approached by sailing vessels; and, on infor­
mation being received here of the number so to be supplied, measures will 
be taken, before the commen.cement of active operations, to detach this 
service from the army altogether, and employ agents to attend to it. 

Very respectfully, &c., 

Major General T. S. JEsuP, 
Garey's Ferry, Florida. 

J. R. POINSETT. 

[This should have followed letter of October 13, 1837, to Governor Call, (p. 23,) in which it is 
referred to.] 

PAYMASTER GENERAL's OFFICE, 

Washington, October 12) 1837. 
SIR: I have the honor to return Governor Call's letter to you of the 26th 

ultimo, referred . to me to "report the force employed, and by what author­
ity," the payment of which forms the subject of the Governor's letter. 

I am unable to furnish the information, as no returns or rolls of the force 
alluded to have been obtained by this department, although earnestly called 
for. In one of Governor Call's le~ters to me, he says there are eight or ten 
companies that remain to be paid ; this, with Paymaster Forsyth's letter, (a 
copy of which is herewith enclosed,) is all the information I have on the 
subject. 

It would appear, from the Governor's letter, that he had been in corres­
pondence with me for the last six months, urging the payment of those 
troops, without having produced a corresponding effort on my part to have 
it effected. Yon will perceive by the enclosed, that Paymaster Forsyth 
was sent to Tallahassee for the express purpose of settling the claims the 
Governor mentions, and lthat the Governor himself advised him to leave 
that place before he had done so, to procure better funds. You are aware, sir, 
that at the time the paymaster was here, it was not in the power of the de· 
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partment to obtain better funds from the Treasury. You will also perceive 
that it was his opinion that most of the claims required to be audited ,before 
they could be paid. Under such circumstances, I ordered Major Forsyth to 
Detroit to relieve Paymaster Larned, who is now on his way to Florida; 
allCJ informed Governor Call that, as soon as a paymaster could be obtained, 
be would be sent to 'T'allahassee. In the m(mn time I urged him to have 
the cornpanies mustered, (which had never been done,) and a roll of each 
cotllpany sent to this place. This has not yet been done, and it is probable 
Paymaster Mapes, who has been assigned to the duty, and is now on his. 
way to Tallahassee, will have to wait until the muster is made, the rolls 
transmitted to this place, and returned, before he can act. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Hon. J. R. PoiNSETT, 

Secretary of JVar. 

N. 'rOWSON, 
Paymaster General. 

[This should have followed the letter of December 30, 1837, to Governor Call, (page 24,) in 
which it is re1erred to.l 

PAYMASTER GENERAL's OFFicE, 

December 28, 1S37. 
SIR: I have the honor, herewith, to return Governor Call's letter of the 

11th instant, referred to me with the following endorsement: "The Secre­
tary desires to know whether Governor Call reported the number of men in 
service, and the reason of the call. rrhe Adjutant General's office may be 
able to furnish evidence of this." 

It will be seen by the endorsement. of the Adjutant General on the Gov~ 
ernor's letter, that there is no information on the subject in his office. 

The Governor states, in his letter to you of the 27th, (supposed October,) 
1837, herewith e>nclosed, the ohject for which the troops were called out, and 
that it was upon his own authority, which he thinks sufficient to authorize the 
payment, and says: "Hitherto, I know it has not been necess;ary to send 
the muster-rolls to the Paymaster Genera~ before the troops were paid. I 
speak with confidence on the subject, because I know it has not been the 
practice. 

" The troops; that entered the service last winter, both in East and Mid­
dle Florida, were ordered out by me. In the east they have been promptly 
paid; while in the middle district, with the exception of Myrick's and Evans's 
companies, none have been paid for more than twelve mEmths. 1

' 

I have no knowledge of any troops serving under precisely the same cir­
cumstances, that have been paid, except those provided for by the second 
section of the act of May 28, 1836, of which a printed copy is enclosed. 

This act, it will be seen, was retrospective, and, therefore, cannot apply 
to such as w~re subsequently called into service. Paymasters are not au­
thorized to pay troops unless duly called out, or the service subsequently 
sanctioned by authority from the Secretary of War, or general commanding 
the United States troops in the field. , 

I do not find the number of volunteers stated in any of the Governor's 
letters; but Paymaster Mapes has sent me an estimate, which, he says, is 
founded on data furnished by Governor Call, from which it appears there 
.taro 1 colonel, 2 majors, 4 quartermasters, 3 surgeons, a non-commissioned 
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staff, (number not stated,) and 27 companies; also, 250 men now in service, 
not included in the 27 companies, making an aggregate of 1,657; the 
greater part, he says, are mounted, and that it will require $118,522 58 to 
pay them. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

Ron. J. R. PoiNSETT, 

Secretary of War. 

N. TOWSON, Paymaster General. 

[Enclosed in thi preceding. J 

AN ACT to provide for the payment of expenses incurred and supplies furnished on account 
of the militia received into the service of the United States for the defence of Florida. 

Be it enacted by the S~nate and House of Representatives of the D11ited 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the S ecretary of War be, 
and he -is hereby, directed to cause to be paid the expenses that have been 
incurred, and the supplies that have been furnished, in the States of South 
Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Louisiana, and the Territory of Florida, on ac­
count of the militia received into the service of the United States for the 
defence of Plorida: Provided, .-rnat the accounts for these claims shall be 
examined and audited at the Treasury, as in other cases. · 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, rrhat the Secretary of war be author­
ized to cause the militia: called out to defend East Florida, by Generals 
Clinch and Herlilandez, or by the Governor of Middle and West Florida, 
and sueh other militia and volunteers as have been received and mustered 
into the service of the United States and regularly discharged: to be paid in 
like manner with the volunteers and militia ordered into service under or-
ders from the War Department. · 

JAMES IC POLK, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

M. VAN BUREN, 
Vice President U. S. and President gf the Senate. 

Approved ~ May 28; 1836. 
ANDREW JACKSON. 

[The five follo7ling documents should have followed letter of June 9, 1538, to Governor Call, 
page 26.] 

WAR DEPARTMENT, March I, 1839. 
SrR: I have the honor to enclose a copy of my communication of 

yesterday to General rraylor, requesting him to authorize your excellency 
to call into service a militia force of not exceeding 300 men, in the event of 
emergency. \ 

Should your excellency not have beard from General Taylor on the sub­
ject previous to the receipt of this communication, yon will be pleased to 
consider it as sufficient authority for makiug the call, if it shall be advisa­
ble to do so. 

Very respectfully: your most obedient servant; 
J. R. POINSE.-rrr. 

His Excellency R. K. CALL, 

Governor of Plorida, 'Tallahassee: Fa. 
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(Enclosure in the preceding letter-of March 1, 1839.] 

WAR DEPARTMENT, February 28, 1839. 
SIR : Informati;n has been received, through the honorable c. Downing, 

in a letter addressed to him by Governor. Call, that several murders have 
recently been committed in the neighborhood of Tallahassee by parties of 
hostile Indians. With a view, therefore, to afford protection to the inhabit­
ants of that part of the Territory, I have to request that you will give au­
thority to his excellency, whenever the emergency arises, to call into ser­
vice an effective militia force, not to exceed 300 men; and that you will fur­
nish him with the necessary staff officers for mustering said militia into 
service, and providing the necessary supplies. 

Very respectfully, &c., 

Brevet Brigadier General Z. TAYLOR, 

J. R. POINSETT, 
Secretary of War. 

Commanding army of the South, Fort Brooke, Florida. 

vV AR DEPARTMENT, August 24, 183~. 
SrR: I have the honor to a~knowledge the receipt of your excellency's 

letter of the 5th instant, enclosing a copy of your correspondence with Col· 
onel Davenport, on the subject of his refusal to furnish supplies for troops 
called out by you, which will he submitted to the Secretary of War, who is 
absent from the city at this time. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
S. COOPER, 

His Excellency R. K. CALL, 
Acting Secretary of W m·. 

Governor of Florida, Tallahassee. 

WAR DEPARTMENT, August 30, 1839. 
Sra: I enclose, for your information, an extract from instructions this 

day issued to General Taylor, authorizing the raising of a militia force, not 
to exceed three hundred men, to be placed under your control, and whose 
operations you are authorized to direct. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, · 
S. COOPER, 

His Excellency R. K. CALL, 
.!lcting Secretary of War. 

Governor of Florida, Tallahassee. 

(Enclosure in preceding letter of August 30, 1839.] 

WAR DEPARTMENT, August 30, 1839. 
SIR : I have been directed by the Secretary of War to request that you 

will, without delay, authorize the Governor of Florida to raise a militia 
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force, not to exceed three hundred men, which must-be. mustei·ed into the 
service of the United States, and organized according to the laws and regu­
lations. This force m-:J.st be furnished with suitable staff officers from the 
regular troops, for the purpose of providing it with the necessary supplies 
of subsistence, transportation, &c. It will be placed under the orders of 
the Governor, who will be authorized to direct its operations. . 

You are requested to state, for the information of the SeGretary of War, 
what amount of militia force can, in your opinion, be raised within the 
Territory of Florida, and be relied on. for active and efficient service. 

A copy of these instructions has been transmitted to Governor Call. 
S. COOPER, 

Brig. Gen. Z. TAYLOR, · 
Acting Secretary of War. 

Tampa Bety, Florida. 

[This ihould have followed the letter of September 18,1836, to the ::Secretiitry of War, (page 77.) 

TALLAHASSEE, September 19, 1636. 
SIR: The death of Captain Shannon has left me without a quartermas­

ter, and without funds to make the necessary preparations for the approach­
ing campaign. The Union Bank of Florida, with great liberality, ha~ ad­
vanced the amount . quired ; and I have this day drawn on you, in favor 
of John G. Gamble, president of that institution, for thirty thousand dol-
lars, which I hope you will duly honor. . · 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant: 

Ron. LEwis CAss, 
Secretary of War. 

R. K. CALL, 
Governor of Florida. 


	358SD2780001
	358SD2780002

