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GUEST WORKERS AND GERMANS* A STUDY IN 

THE ANTHROPOLOGY OF MIGRATION

CHAPTER I  

INTRODUCTION

1. S ta tem en t o f  Purpose 

Human m ig ra tio n  as  an in te g r a l  elem ent o f  u rb a n iz a tio n  and 

in d u s t r ia l i z a t io n  has lo n g  a t t r a c t e d  th e  a t t e n t io n  o f  th e  s o c ia l  s c ie n ­

c e s . As a  r e s u l t  o f  th e  f a r - re a c h in g  economic and s o c ia l  im p lic a tio n s  

o f  l a r g e - s c a le  m ig ra to ry  movements th roughout th e  w orld , s o c ia l  eu ia ly sts  

from a l l  d is c ip l in e s  have been c a l le d  upon to  p ro v id e  s c i e n t i f i c  compre­

hension o f  th e  co m p lex itie s  and evasiveness o f  human s p a t i a l  movement. 

Today, a  form idable body o f  p u b lish ed  re se a rc h  i s  a v a i la b le  in  the  

s e p a ra te  d is c ip l in e s  and fu tu re  i n t e r e s t  in  th e  study  o f  m ig ra tio n  i s  

c e r ta in .

One o f  th e  key  d is c ip l in e s  invo lved  in  th e  q u e s t f o r  under­

s tan d in g  m ig ra tio n  i s  an th ropo logy . In  a  to p ic a l  a re a  which r e l i e s  

h e a v ily  on census d a ta , survey q u e s tio n n a ire s , governm ental r e p o r ts ,  

and s im ila r  q u a n tif ie d  d a ta , an thropo logy  has b rought to  th e  s tudy  o f  

m ig ra tio n  a  r e f r e s h in g  " f le s h in g  ou t"  o f  s k e le ta l  s t a t i s t i c s  through 

e thnograph ic  a n a ly s is  o f  m igrants a t  th e  lo c a l  l e v e l .  More than  any 

o th e r  group o f  m ig ra tio n  s c h o la rs , a n th ro p o lo g is ts  have experienced



and re sea rc h ed  th e  meaning o f  th e  ''u p ro o tin g ,"  p a r t i c u l a r ly  a s  seen  by 

the  m ig ran ts th em selves. While th e  s o p h is t ic a te d  s t a t i s t i c a l  and mathe­

m a tica l models o f  th e  econom etrician  and demographer can e lu c id a te  th e  

volume, d i r e c t io n ,  and a b s t r a c t  c h a r a c te r i s t i c s  o f  la r g e - s c a le  popu la­

t io n  movements, th e  a n th ro p o lo g is t  conrolements th e se  genera l m easure­

ments by d e s c r ib in g  th e  d iv e r s i f i e d  beh av io r o f  in d iv id u a ls  and groups 

as  they  s tru g g le  w ith  th e  problem s o f  m ig ra tio n . To gain  in s ig h t  in to  

the  s u b t le ty  o f  th e  moving and re s e t t le m e n t  ex p erien ce , e thnographers  

have re sea rc h ed  th e  im poverished send ing  v i l l a g e s  ( e . g . ,  Brandes 1975; 

G ulick  1955; P h i lp o t t  1973; schapera  1947); some have even fo llow ed  

m ig ran ts  to  t h e i r  urban d e s t in a t io n  ( e . g . ,  B runer 1973; Gregory 1972), 

w h ile  most have in v e s t ig a te d  th e  problem s o f  a d a p ta tio n  and a s s im ila ­

t io n  to  th e  urban  environm ent ( e . g . .  Banton 1957; B u tte rw orth  1962;1972; 

Lewis 1952; L i t t l e  1965; Mangin 1970; Mayer 1961) .  Through such p a r t i ­

c ip a n t o b se rv a tio n , e thnographers  have cap tu red  a  view o f  th e  "human 

dim ension" (A lverson  1970) so c ru c ia l  f o r  an u n d e rs tan d in g  o f  m ig ra tio n  

bu t r a r e ly  a p p re c ia te d  by a n th ro p o lo g y 's  s i s t e r  d i s c ip l in e s .

I t  i s  th e  a n th ro p o lo g ic a l p e rs p e c tiv e  which in form s th e  p re s e n t  

s tu d y . E m p iric a lly , th e  re se a rc h  d e a ls  w ith  s e le c te d  a sp e c ts  o f  one o f 

th e  most s ig n i f i c a n t  p o p u la tio n  t r a n s f e r s  o f  th e  20th  cen tu ry : th e  con­

tem porary in tra -E u ro p ean  m ig ra tio n s , S th n o g ra p h ic a lly , th e  s tu d y  w i l l  

co n ce n tra te  on th e  movement o f  M editerranean  p e o p le s , p r im a r i ly  th ose  

from Spain and Turkey, in to  an in d u s t r i a l  a re a  o f  th e  F ed era l R epublic 

o f  Germany, Over th e  p a s t  two decades, more th an  te n  m illio n  m igran ts  

from sou thern  Europe and Turkey have d e p a rted  from t h e i r  homelands and 

cro ssed  n a tio n a l  boundaries  in  sea rch  o f  a  l iv e l ih o o d  in  n o rth w estern



Kurot)e*s expanding economy. The socio-econom ic ra m if ic a t io n s  o f  th e se  

movements have r e c e n t ly  a t t r a c t e d  th e  p re -em in en t a t t e n t io n  o f  s o c ia l  

s c i e n t i s t s  re p re s e n tin g  a  v a r ie ty  o f  p e rs p e c tiv e s  ( e . g . ,  BBhning 1972; 

C a s tle s  and Kosack 1973» K ayser 1972; K ind le  b e rg er 1967; Rogers 1970;

Rose 1969; e t c . ) .  C onspicuously  a b se n t, however, from  th e  volum inous 

l i t e r a t u r e  now a v a i la b le  on th e  European phenomenon i s  th e  an th ropo log­

i c a l  c o n tr ib u t io n .

C ontrary  to  the  in te n s e  a n th ro p o lo g ic a l i n t e r e s t  in  m ig ra tio n  

found in  a l l  o th e r  w orld e th n o g rap h ic  a r e a s ,  th e  European case  s ta n d s  

as a  v i r t u a l  v o id .^  The volume o f  re se a rc h  c a r r ie d  o u t in  A fr ic a , L a tin  

Am erica, and A sia  i s  t e s t i f i e d  to  by numerous su bstcun tia l review  p ap ers  

( e . g . ,  E p ste in  1967; G ulick  1973: Mayer 1962; M itc h e ll I966; and Morse 

1965) and p u b lish ed  b ib l io g ra p h ie s  ( e . g . ,  Departm ent o f  S o c ia l A nthro­

po logy , U n iv e rs ity  o f  Edinburgh 1965; G utkind 1973; Simms I963) ,  n o t to  

m ention th e  p le th o ra  o f  monographs, e d ite d  volumes, and jo u rn a l a r t i c l e s .  

There even e x is t s  a  t r i lo g y  on th e  m ig ran ts  to  a  s in g le  A frican  c i t y  

(R eader I96I ;  Mayer 1963; and Pauw 1963)! In  f a c t ,  u rban an th ropo logy  

in  subsaharan  A fr ic a  and L a tin  America i s  to  a  g re a t  ex tend  synonymous 

w ith  th e  study  o f  r e c e n t ly  a r r iv e d  m ig ran ts  in  c i t i e s .

The n e g le c t  o f  th e  European movements, p a r t i c u l a r l y  th e  i n t r a ­

c o n tin e n ta l  p a t t e r n ,  i s  most s u r p r is in g  s in c e  th e  m ig ran t c o n tr ib u t in g  

re g io n s  o f  I t a l y ,  S pa in , G reece, Y ugoslavia, and Turkey a re  w e ll known 

c e n te rs  o f  a n th ro p o lo g ic a l a c t i v i t y  in  Europe. In  p a s s in g  re fe re n c e , 

a  number o f  re c e n t  monographs on European v i l l a g e s  have commented on 

th e  s o c ia l  s ig n if ic a n c e  o f  v i l l a g e  o u t-m ig ra tio n  to  o th e r  European 

c o u n tr ie s  ( e . g . ,  Aceves 1971; B a rn e tt  1974; H alpem  and H alpern 1972).



M oreover, g iven  th e  l ik e l ih o o d  o f  c o n tin u in g  c ro s s -n a tio n a l  movements 

and t h e i r  im p lic a t io n s  f o r  a n th ro p o lo g ic a l co n cern s , th e  fo llo w in g  study  

j u s t i f i e s  i t s e l f  by a tte m p tin g  to  c lo se  t h i s  p re s e n t  gap in  th e  a n th ro ­

p o lo g ic a l knowledge o f  th e  European e thnograph ic  a r e a .

A lthough aimed a t  a  b roader au d ien ce , an a d d it io n a l  purpose o f  

t h i s  s tu d y  i s  to  c o n tr ib u te  an e thnograph ic  a n a ly s is  o f  a  s p e c i f ic  m igra­

t io n  s i tu a t io n  a s  a  complement and a  c o r re c t iv e  to  th e  m acroscopic, 

m u ltin a tio n a l s tu d ie s  which dom inate th e  n o n -an th ro p o lo g ica l re s e a rc h  on 

th e  to n ic  ( e . g . ,  Bflhning 1972; Bouscaren 1969; C a s tle s  and Kosack 1973; 

Rose 1969) .  The more s o c io lo g ic a l  and q u a n t i ta t iv e  Pan-European m ig ra tio n  

s tu d ie s  a re  ex trem ely  v a lu a b le  b u t s o re ly  in  need o f  v e r i f i c a t io n  th ro u ^ i 

more narrow ly  fo cu sed , lo c a l  le v e l  r e s e a rc h . A ll to o  o f te n , m ig ran ts  a re  

d e a l t  w ith  in  a  g ro ss  s t a t i s t i c a l  manner in  which th ey  a re  viewed a s  p ro ­

d u c tio n  u n i t s  o r  reduced to  a  few r e a d i ly  q u a n t i f ia b le  f a c to r s  recovered  

from census m a te r ia l  and su rveys ( e . g . ,  ag e , sex , fam ily  s iz e ,  d is ta n c e  

o f  m ig ra tio n , e t c . ) .  As a  r e s u l t ,  g e n e ra l iz a t io n s  d e riv ed  from such 

s tu d ie s  a re  u n id i r e c t io n a l  and based on s t a t i s t i c a l  m an ip u la tio n s  which 

c re a te  h y p o th e tic a l  "average" m ig ran ts , m ig ran t f a m il ie s ,  and m ig ra tio n  

ty p e s . In  th e  fo llo w in g  s tu d y , g ro ss  s t a t i s t i c a l  d a ta  and models a re  

seen a s  u s e fu l to o l s  bu t a lo n e  th ey  do n o t t e l l  u s  v e ry  much ab o u t th e  

a c tu a l  p ro c e sse s  o f  m ig ra tio n  and, in  f a c t ,  can be q u i te  m is lead in g .

A f u r th e r  o b je c t iv e  o f  t h i s  s tu d y  i s  to  examine th e  European 

case  in  o rd e r  to  re c o n s id e r  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  a n th ro p o lo g ic a l approach to  

m ig ra tio n  and su g g es t new re se a rc h  avenues. I n i t i a l l y ,  t h i s  s tu d y  began 

a s  an e th n o g rap h ic  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  th e  a d a p ta tio n  o f  Spanish m ig ran ts  to  

a  s p e c i f ic  German town. U ltim a te ly , however, such a  narrow framework



seemed a s  l im i t in g ,  in  a  converse manner, a s  th e  broad m acro -analysis  

j u s t  c r i t i c i z e d .  The e thnograph ic  t r a d i t io n  o f  fo cu s in g  on in d iv id u a l 

m igrants o r  ex trem ely  sm all groups d u rin g  some a r b i t r a r y  tim e p e rio d , 

co rrespond ing  to  th e  a n th ro p o lo g is t 's  fie ldw ork  in  e i th e r  th e  re c e iv in g  

o r  sending s o c ie ty ,  i s  inadequate  f o r  a  com prehensive u n d ers tan d in g  o f  

the  dynamics and s o c ia l  c o r r e la te s  o f  m ig ra tio n . A lthough d a ta  d e riv ed  

from fie ldw ork  in te rv ie w  n o te s  s t i l l  c o n s t i tu te s  a  s ig n i f ic a n t  p o r tio n  

o f  th e  f in a l  r e p o r t ,  I  found i t  b e n e f ic ia l  to  expand my view o f m igra­

tio n  to  b roader a n a ly t ic a l  u n i t s .  Thus, in s te a d  o f  seek in g  ou t so c io -  

p sy ch o lo g ica l c h a r a c te r i s t i c s  o f  in d iv id u a l m ig ran ts , a s  i s  common in  

an th ropo logy , I  s h i f te d  my p e rs p e c tiv e  to  a  s o c ia l  o rg a n iz a tio n a l fram e­

work in  which m ig ra tio n  i s  seen as  a  s o c ia l  p ro cess  w ith in  the  c o n te x t 

o f  European s o c ia l  and economic i n s t i t u t i o n s .  From t h i s  conceptual 

p o s i t io n ,  which ta k e s  in to  c o n s id e ra tio n  s o c ia l  c o n d itio n s  a t  both  ends 

o f  th e  m ig ration  f i e l d ,  th e  m ig ra tin g  c o l l e c t i v i t y ,  and th e  dynamic 

lin k a g e s  in  th e  t o t a l  system , t r a d i t io n a l  m icroscopic concerns o f  th e  

e tnnographer and b roader c o n tin e n ta l  q u e s tio n s  o f  the  econom ist and 

demographer can be brought in to  c le a re r  fo c u s .

2. Some O bserva tions on th e  A nthropology o f  M igration  

A lthough m ig ra tio n  i s  co n sid ered  a  h ig h ly  re le v a n t  demographic 

p ro cess  in  th e  s tudy  o f  complex s o c ie ty , very  l i t t l e  th e o r e t ic a l  con­

s id e r a t io n  has been d ir e c te d  towaird th e  s u b je c t  (Jackson  19&9; Lee 1969: 

Mangalam I968; Thomas 1938). In  f a c t ,  th e re  i s  some d eb a te  as to  w hether 

i t  i s  even p o s s ib le  to  fo rm u la te  a  g en e ra l th e o ry  which ta k es  in to  accoun t 

th e  f u l l  range o f  m ig ra tio n  types ( e . g . ,  Gade 1970; Lee I 969; Mangalam



and Schw arzw eller 1970; P e te rso n  1969; Thomas 1938). In  s p i te  o f  

in h e re n t concep tual d i f f i c u l t i e s  and d if f e r e n c e s  in  o p in io n , however, 

the  p a s t  few y ears  have w itnessed  s ig n i f ic a n t  th e o re t ic a l  advances, 

a lth o u g h  developed o u ts id e  o f  an thropology  ( e . g . ,  HSlgerstrand 1957; 

Mahogunje 1970; Mangalam I968; Mangalam and Schw arzw eller 1970).

W ithin an th ropo logy , however, th e re  has been l i t t l e  r e f le c t io n  upon th e  

conceptual d i f f i c u l t i e s  su rround ing  a n a ly s is  o f  m ig ra tio n , and i t  can 

be j u s t i f i a b l y  argued th a t  an thropology  has been th e  l e a s t  sy stem a tic  

o f  th e  s o c ia l  s c ie n c e s  (Shannon and Shannon I967) .

While i t  i s  beyond th e  scope o f t h i s  s tudy  to  develop a  g en e ra l

theory  o f  m ig ra tio n , I  w il l  a ttem p t to  id e n t i f y  problem  a re a s  and p o in t

to  re se a rc h  q u e s tio n s  where p re s e n t  knowledge i s  fragm entary . S ince

no c r i t i c a l  review  o f  th e  m ig ra tio n  l i t e r a t u r e  in  an thropo logy  p re s e n t ly

e x i s t s ,  i t  w i l l  f i r s t  be n ecessa ry  to  d e l in e a te  some m ethodological and

concep tual d i f f i c u l t i e s .  As a  word o f  c a u tio n , i t  shou ld  be no ted  th a t

I  w il l  d isc u ss  s e le c te d  ten d en c ie s  to  which a  few worthy excep tions e x i s t .

A lso, given th e  r e c e n t  upsurge in  m ig ration  s tu d y , i t  i s  p o s s ib le  t h a t
2

some works have n o t come to  my a t te n t io n .  F urtherm ore, I  should s t r e s s  

th a t  th e  p a s t  a n th ro p o lo g ic a l c o n tr ib u tio n  has been in s ig h t f u l  and v a lu ­

a b le  a s  d e s c r ip t io n .  N e v e rth e le s s , th e  methods and re se a rc h  have been 

u n n e c e ssa r ily  r e s t r i c t i v e  and u n t i l  th e re  i s  a r e -e v a lu a tio n  and an 

a ttem p t to  c o r re c t  th e  profound concep tual d e f ic ie n c ie s ,  we cannot c la im  

a  thorough com prehension o f  any p a r t i c u l a r  m ig ra tio n  case much l e s s  o f  

human sp a tia l movement a s  a  u n iv e rs a l a c t i v i t y  o f  mankind. A lthough 

q u ite  i n te r r e la t e d  and incom plete a s  a  l i s t  o f  m ethodological problem s 

a s s o c ia te d  w ith  m ig ra tio n  re se a rc h , I  have i s o la te d  f iv e  m ajor tenden-



c ie s  which w i l l  be d e a l t  w ith  in  t h i s  s tu d y .

F i r s t l y ,  a n th ro p o lo g ic a l m ig ra tion  s tu d ie s  a re  norm ally  c a r r ie d  

ou t w ith in  a  tim e le s s  concep tua l framework. Due in  p a r t  to  th e  methods 

o f d a ta  c o l le c t io n  and the  s h o r t  fie ldw ork  p e rio d  o f  one o r  two y e a rs , 

a n th ro p o lo g is ts  o f te n  view m ig ra tion  through r e l a t i v e l y  s t a t i c  d a ta .  

G ranted, th e re  a re  i s o la te d  a ttem p ts  to  " re c o n s tru c t"  what was invo lved  

in  th e  migrancy p e rio d  p r io r  to  th e  fie ld w o rk , b u t a l l  too o f te n  t h i s  

i s  re p o rte d  in  an o v e rs im p lif ie d  "b efo re  and a f t e r "  snapsho t image. 

T y p ica lly , a n th ro p o lo g is ts  s ta t io n  them selves a t  some p h y s ic a l p o in t  on 

the  m ig ra tion  ro u te ,  e .g . ,  send ing  s o c ie ty  o r  re c e iv in g  s o c ie ty ,  and 

re c o rd  even ts  which occur d u rin g  t h i s  a r b i t r a r y  tim e p e r io d . Accord­

in g ly , a n th ro p o lo g ic a l a n a ly s is  o f te n  d is re g a rd s  b u s in ess  c y c le s , demo­

g raph ic  f lu c tu a t io n s ,  and even changing a s p ir a t io n s  o f  th e  m ig ran ts  

them selves. In  th e  case  o f  th e  in tra -E u ro p ean  movements, fo r  exan^ le , 

i t  would make an enormous d if f e r e n c e  in  o n e 's  view o f  th e  phenomenon i f  

the  fie ldw ork  was c a r r ie d  o u t d u rin g  th e  i n i t i a l  m ig ra tio n s  ( 1 9 5 ^5 5 ) » 

a re c e s s io n  p e r io d  (1 9 6 6 -6 ?), th e  economic boom y ear ( l 9 ? l ) ,  o r  th e  

energy c r i s i s  sca re  ( l9 ? 4 ) .  However, e thnographers  r a r e ly  move beyond 

the  tim e span o f  t h e i r  immediate fie ldw ork  p e rio d ; th u s , a  tru n c a te d  

view o f m ig ra tio n  i s  th e  norm r a th e r  than  th e  ex cep tio n  in  th e  ethno­

graphy o f  m ig ra tio n . This rem arkably s t a t i c  approach to  m ig ra tio n  i s  

most p u z z lin g , a s  J .A . Jackson (1 9 6 9 0 )  n o te s , " . . .  in  view o f  th e  

dynamic q u a l i t i e s  o f  m ig ra tio n  i t s e l f  and th e  e x tra -o rd in a ry  im portance 

which movements o f  p o p u la tio n  assume as  both a  c a ta ly s t  and in g re d ie n t  

o f  s o c ia l  change."

Secondly, m ig ra tio n  s tu d ie s  in  an th ropo logy  approach human
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s p a t i a l  movement seg m en ta lly . Most re s e a rc h  d e a ls  w ith  e i th e r  em ig ra tio n  

from a r u r a l  a re a  o r  im m igration in to  an urban one. T his p iecem eal view 

o f  th e  m ig ra tio n  p ro c e ss  le a d s  tow ard d is s o c ia te d  a n a ly s is  and overlo o k s 

the  c r u c ia l  in te r r e la te d n e s s  o f  a l l  u n i t s  in  th e  m ig ra tio n  f i e l d .  In  

th e  case  o f  im m ig ra tion , th e  tendency has been to  exaimine m igran ts a s  

th ey  e n te r  th e  c i t y  u s in g  such a n a ly t ic a l  c a te g o r ie s  a s  a d a p ta tio n , 

a c c u l tu r a t io n ,  in te g r a t io n ,  and a s s im ila t io n  ( e , g , , Ablon 1964; Abu-Lug- 

hod 1961 ; Banton 195?> B u tterw orth  1962, 1974; Gonzales 1965; S lo tk in  

i 960) .  Subsumed under t h i s  g en era l to p ic  i s  a  v a r ie ty  o f  s p e c ia l iz e d  

s tu d ie s  r e l a t e d  to  m ig ran t l i f e  in  th e  c i ty ,  e . g . ,  v o lu n ta ry  a s s o c ia t io n s  

(K urtz  1973; L i t t l e  1965; Mangin 1959; Mithun 1973)t e th n ic i ty  (B runer 

I96I ;  Cohen 1969; Kenny I96I ) ,  fam ily  and k in sh ip  (B runer 1959» 1973;

Cohen I969; G utkind I963) ,  and m ig ran t housing  and s e tt le m e n t (G u lick  

1967; Leeds 1973; P e a rse  I 961) ,  to  m ention o n ly  a  few. E m igration  s tu d ie s  

a re  few er in  number b u t th e  burgeoning l i t e r a t u r e  devoted  to  o u t-m ig ra tio n  

no lo n g e r  makes i t  le g i t im a te  fo r  e thnographers  to  j u s t i f y  such re s e a rc h  

s o le ly  w ith  th e  excuse th a t  send ing  s o c ie ty  s tu d ie s  have n o t been done 

( e . g . ,  P h i lp o t t  1973) '  A d d itio n a lly , em ig ra tio n  re s e a rc h  norm ally  con­

c e n tr a te s  on a  r e s t r i c t e d  s e t  o f  problem s: im pact o f  d ep o p u la tio n  on 

v i l l a g e  and fam ily  l i f e  ( e . g . ,  Brandes 1975» G regory 1972), th e  r o l e  o f 

f a m il ia l  v a lu e s  o r  v i l la g e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  in  f o s te r in g  em igra tion  ( e . g . ,  

D ouglass 1971 ; Kasdan I 965) ,  and l e s s  o f te n , th e  e f f e c t s  o f  r e tu r n  m igra­

t io n  ( e . g . ,  Kenny 1972; L opreato  I 967) ,  U nderstandab ly , s e le c t io n  o f  

manageable to p ic s  i s  a m ethodological n e c e s s i ty ,  p a r t i c u l a r ly  s in c e  th e  

e thnographer canno t p h y s ic a l ly  cover a l l  u n i t s  o f  th e  m ig ra tion  f i e l d  

s im u lta n eo u s ly . A lte rn a t iv e ly ,  th e  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  fie ldw ork  m o b ility



does n o t p rec lu d e  being  s e n s i t iv e  to  lin k a g e s  and feedback o p e ra tin g  in  

th e  t o t a l  m ig ra to ry  system . As f a r  back a s  1918, Thomas and Z naniecki 

( 1918) ,  in  th e i r  famous The P o lis h  P e a sa n t in  Europe and America, argued 

and dem onstrated  t h a t  problem s o f  m ig ran ts  can be most f r u i t f u l l y  under­

stood  by c o n s id e rin g  both th e  a re a  o f  o r ig in  and d e s t in a t io n  (s e e  a lso  

Thomas 1938 fo r  an e a r ly  m ethodological p le a  f o r  double-ended m ig ra tio n  

r e s e a r c h ) . To approach m ig ra tio n  s y s te m a tic a l ly  and h o l i s t i c a l l y ,  how­

ever, i t  i s  n ecessa ry  to  expand one’s methods beyond th o se  o f  p a r t i c ip a n t  

o b se rv a tio n  among ex trem ely  sm all numbers o f  m ig ran ts . Such a  b roader 

c o n c e p tu a liz a tio n  o f  m ig ra tio n  in  no way d e c rea se s  th e  va lue  o f  th e  more 

"hum anistic" approach o f  p a r t i c ip a n t  fie ld w o rk , l u t  a s p i r e s  to  s tre n g th e n  

co n clu sio n s  drawn from th e  s tu d y  o f  sm all group p ro c e sse s .

T h ird ly , th e re  i s  an u n q u estio n ab le  tendency f o r  m ig ra tio n  

s c h o la rs , n o n -an th ro p o lo g ica l a s  w e ll, to  focus e x c lu s iv e ly  on th e  m ig ran ts , 

In  so do ing , the  in te r a c t io n a l  a sp e c ts  and th e  socio-econom ic fo rc e s  gov­

e rn in g  m ig ra tio n  a re  re le g a te d  to  secondary im portance o r o m itted  a l ­

to g e th e r , S ince th e  a n a ly t ic a l  t a r g e t  i s  th e  in d iv id u a l  o r  sm all group 

o f  m ig ran ts , th e re  i s  a  tendency to  view m ig ra tio n  n o t as  a  s o c ia l  p ro ­

cess  in v o lv in g  s o c ia l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and p o p u la tio n  dynamics b u t a s  the  

a c ts  o f  In d iv id u a ls ,  T h is , in  tu rn , le ad s  to  a  p sy ch o lo g ica l and so c io -  

p sy ch o lo g ica l o r ie n ta t io n  which s t r e s s e s  m o tiv a tio n a l, a t t i t u d i n a l ,  and 

p e r s o n a l i ty  c o r r e la te s  o f  m ig ra tio n . F req u en tly , such re se a rc h  a tte m p ts  

to  compare sm all groups o f  m igran ts and non-m igran ts e i t h e r  in  th e  r u r a l  

s e t t in g  o r  urban environm ent ( e , g , , B ra d fie ld  1973î B u tte rw orth  1972), 

T y p ica lly , m o tiv a tio n a l and c h a r a c te r i s t i c  s tu d ie s  a re  subsumed under 

th e  "p u sh -p u ll"  h y p o th e sis  which assumes m ig ran ts  a re  n a tu r a l ly  seden­
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t a r y u n t i l  p s y c h o lo g ic a lly  d riv en  away by some u n d eslred  c o n d itio n  a t  

home o r  lu re d  toward a  new d e s t in a t io n  by o p p o r tu n i t ie s  o r  " b r ig h t  l i ^ t s "  

(Belshaw 1963; G ulick 1973; S lo tk in  196o), The n o tio n  th a t  m ig ration  i s  

a  normal p ro b lem -so lv in g  p ro cess  n o t n e c e s s a r i ly  in v o lv in g  p sy ch o lo g ica l 

m aladjustm ent i s  r a r e ly  a r t i c u la te d .  Of co u rse , psychologicaJ. red u c- 

tio n ism  has y ie ld ed  v a lu a b le  in s ig h ts  in to  in d iv id u a l behav io r and d e c i­

sio n  making bu t i t  a lo n e  obscu res am u n d ers tan d in g  o f  m ig ra tion  a s  a 

s o c ia l  p ro c e ss .

F o u rth ly , a  co ro lla iry  o f  th e  s t r e s s  on th e  m igran ts a s  a  reseairch 

focus i s  th e  tendency to  view m ig ration  a s  o p e ra tin g  in  a  s o c ia l  vacuum. 

M igration  i s  r a r e ly  seen a s  a  p ro cess  in v o lv in g  e x te rn a l  socio-econom ic 

co n d itio n s  and non -m ig ra tin g  p o p u la tio n  ag g reg a te s  a f f e c te d  by o r  a f f e c t ­

in g  th e  movement o f  m igran ts ( e . g . ,  r e c e iv in g  p o p u la tio n , i n t e r e s t  groups, 

em ployers, p o l i t i c i a n s ,  ind igenous w orkers, m ig ra tio n  o f f i c i a l s ,  la n d ­

lo r d s ,  e t c . )  A knowledge o f  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  in  which th e  m igran t i s  

embedded and th e  e x te rn a l c o n d itio n s  im pinging on h is  s i tu a t io n  i s  p a r­

t i c u l a r ly  c ru c ia l  f o r  u n d erstand ing  m igran t a d a p ta tio n  and in te g ra t io n  

in to  th e  re c e iv in g  s o c ie ty .  Shannon and Shannon (196?;57) p in p o in ted  

th i s  need some years  ago in  s o c io lo g ic a l  and a n th ro p o lo g ic a l a s s im ila t io n  

s tu d ie s I

Emphasis has tended  to  be on th e  c h a r a c te r i s t i c s  o f  th e  in d iv id ­
u a l m igran ts o r  th e  s ta tu s  o f  th e  group in  comparison w ith  p e r­
sons who have alw ays l iv e d  in  th e  community r a th e r  than  upon what 
was happening, where th e  m igran ts came from, what was going on in  
th e  c i t y  when th ey  a r r iv e d ,  what was ta k in g  p la c e  in  th e  c i ty  a t  
the  tim e th a t  th e  s tu d y  was being  conducted, and how each o f  th e se  
in c re a s e s  o r  d e c rea se s  th e  l ik e l ih o o d  o f  a s s im ila t io n .

I f  e x te rn a l s o c ia l  f a c to r s  a re  co n sidered  a t  a l l  th ey  a re  u s u a lly  seen

a s  u n id i r e c t io n a l ,  u rban "co n d itio n s"  which e x e r t  p re s su re  on th e  m igrant
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sending  v i l l a g e s .  In  t h i s  re g a rd , a  l i v e l y  debate  has e rup ted  over the  

q u estio n  o f  w hether o r  n o t and to  what degree  r u r a l  v a lu es  and i n s t i t u ­

t io n s  d iso rg a n ize  in  th e  face  o f  urban encroachment (B randes 1975» E ras­

mus 1956; Gulick 19735 Kenny I 96I ;  Lewis 1952; Miner 1965; Sim ic 1973).

In  e i th e r  view , however, th e  m igran t i s  seen as  p i t t e d  a g a in s t  a  homo­

geneous urban c u ltu re  c h a ra c te r iz e d  by a  s e t  o f sh ared  norms to  which 

th e  m igrant must adap t to  su rv iv e . G en era lly , so the  argument goes, 

th e  trauma i s  made b earab le  o r  n o n -e x is te n t by th e  tra n s fe re n c e  o f 

r u r a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  in to  th e  urban s e t t i n g  ( e .g . ,  B utterw orth  1962;

Lewis 1952; Sim ic 1973)• M igrant in te r a c t io n  w ith  th e  "host"  s o c ie ty , 

however, i s  n o t w ith  a  m yth ical homogeneous "urban" c u ltu re  b u t w ith  a 

s p e c i f ic  s e t  o f  in te r a c t in g  i n t e r e s t  groups which a r t i c u l a t e  w ith  the  

m igran t community.

F i f th ly ,  most s tu d ie s  in  th e  an thropology  o f  m ig ra tio n  a re  

d e s c r ip t iv e  case s tu d ie s ;  e .g . ,  sm all groups o f m ig ran ts , a  v i l la g e ,  a 

squatm ent, o r  a  f a c to ry  work s i tu a t io n .  While case  s tu d ie s  p rov ide  g re a t  

depth o f knowledge abou t the  d iv e r s i ty  o f  m ig ra tio n , th ey  do n o t c a r ry  

us f a r  in  i s o la t in g  a  sy s te m a tic , in te g ra te d  approach. To con tinue  p i l ­

in g  up case  s tu d ie s  which o f f e r  no th e o r e t ic a l  im port f o r  t h e i r  f in d in g s  

would seem an unw arranted a c t  o f  f a i t h  i f  we a re  t r u ly  concerned w ith  

i s o la t in g  r e g u l a r i t i e s  in  th e  s tu d y  o f  m ig ra tio n . A bsent, moreover, from 

th e  a n th ro p o lo g ic a l l i t e r a t u r e  a r e  th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  e x e rc is e s  which cou ld

le a d  toward a  g en era l th eo ry  o f  m ig ra tio n , e .g . ,  th e o r e t ic a l  d is c u s s io n ,
3

com parative a n a ly s is ,  c r i t i c a l  rev iew s, and typology c o n s tru c tio n .

T ied, no doubt, to  t h i s  th e o r e t ic a l  s ta g n a tio n  i s  an obvious la c k  o f  

i n t e r e s t  in  th e  s u b s ta n t ia l  th e o r e t ic a l  advances o ccu rrin g  in  an th ropo­



12

lo g y 's s i s t e r  d is c ip l in e s  concerned w ith  m ig ra tio n . In  b r ie f  summary, 

th e re fo re , i t  cam be concluded th a t  an th ropo logy  has few g u id e lin e s  fo r  

th e  study  o f human s p a t i a l  movement d e s p i te  a  w idespread agreem ent th a t  

m ig ra tio n  i s ,  a s  one a n th ro p o lo g is t  (B randes 1975»!^) n o t e s , " . . .  one o f 

th e  g re a t  fo rc e s  o p e ra tin g  today to  d is s o lv e  th e  a g e -o ld  re la t io n s h ip  

between r u r a l  peo p les  and th e i r  w ider re g io n a l and n a tio n a l e n t i t i e s . "

3 . Framework f o r  A n a ly sis  

While i t  i s  beyond th e  scope o f  th e  fo llo w in g  study  to  e ra se  

th e  conceptual d i f f i c u l t i e s  p lag u in g  th e  an th ropo logy  o f  m ig ra tio n , I  

have a ttem pted  to  avoid  th e  p a r t i c u l a r  d e f ic ie n c ie s  s ta te d  above. This 

r e q u ire s  a  s e n s i t i v i t y  to  th e  dynamic q u a l i t i e s  in h e re n t in  th e  m ig ra tio n  

p ro c e ss  and a  cognizance o f  th e  b ro ad er s o c ia l  c o n tex t in  which th e  move­

ment o ccu rs . I t  i s  my p o s i t io n  t h a t  a n th ro p o lo g is ts ,  by narrow ly  and 

s t a t i c a l l y  fo cu sin g  on th e  m ig ran ts , have f a i l e d  to  grasp  th e  im p lica ­

t io n s  o f  m ig ra tion  fo r  th e  la r g e r  s o c ia l  o rd e r .  In  th e  European case , 

th e re fo re , m ig ra tio n  w i l l  be viewed a s  a  s o c ia l  p ro c e ss  in  which m ig ran ts  

move from la b o r  s u rp lu s , low-wage re g io n s  o f  Europe to  la b o r  demanding, 

high-wage p o s t - in d u s t r ia l  a re a s .  In  t h i s  re g io n a l exchange o f  re so u rc e s  

( e . g . ,  la b o r  and w ages), th e  m ig ra tin g  c o l l e c t i v i t y  l in k s  two s o c ia l  sys­

tems and a f f e c t s  bo th : th e  a re a  o f  o r ig in  by d ep o p u la tio n , wage re m itta n ­

ces , feed-back communication, and p e r io d ic  o r  perm anent r e tu rn  and th e  

re c e iv in g  s o c ie ty  by f i l l i n g  low s ta tu s  jo b s  and, through  in c re a se d  

p o p u la tio n , p la c in g  new p re s s u re  on an a lre a d y  s t r a in e d  s o c ie ta l  i n f r a ­

s t r u c tu r e .  M igration  se rv es  a  s p e c i f ic  fu n c tio n  in  th e  p o s t - in d u s t r ia l  

economies o f Europe n o rth  o f  th e  A lps and th e  im m igrants' behav io r and



13

a d a p ta tio n  must be understood  in  l i g h t  o f  t h e i r  r e l a t i v e  s o c ia l  p o s i t io n s  

in  both th e  s o c ie ty  o f  o r ig in  and d e s t in a t io n .  From t h i s  s o c ia l  con tex­

tu a l  framework, t r a d i t i o n a l  concerns o f  a n th ro p o lo g is ts  ( e . g . ,  m ig ran t 

a s s im ila t io n ,  housing , e th n ic i ty ,  m ig ran t o rg a n iz a tio n s , p re ju d ic e  and 

d is c r im in a tio n , e t c . )  a lo n g  w ith  p re v io u s ly  ign o red  re se a rc h  a re a s  can 

be il lu m in a te d .

To dem onstra te  how a  s o c io lo g ic a l  and h o l i s t i c  view o f  m ig ra tio n  

can be o p e ra t io n a l iz e d  I  have s e t  down a s e r ie s  o f  b a s ic  p ro p o s it io n s  

about th e  European case which w i l l  guide my in q u iry . Each p ro p o s it io n , 

a l t h o u ^  s u c c in c tly  s ta te d  below, w i l l  be exp lored  in  dep th  and w i l l  con­

s t i t u t e  a  major c h ap te r  o f  t h i s  work.

1. The flow o f fo re ig n  m ig ran ts  from la b o r  su rp lu s  re g io n s  in to

th e  German economy i s  a  r e c u r r e n t  p a t te r n  a s  o ld  a s  German in d u s­

t r i a l i z a t i o n .  The fo re ig n  m ig ran t phenomenon, th e re fo re ,  i s  n o t 

"tem porary" a s  o f te n  assumed bu t a  re -a p p e a r in g  s i tu a t io n  

s t r e tc h in g  o v er a  125-year p e r io d . C hapter I I  o f  t h i s  s tu d y  

i s  devoted  to  t r a c in g  th e  o r ig in s  and h is to r y  o f  th e  m ig ra tio n s  

in to  Germany.

2 . The post-W orld  War I I  M editerranean  m ig ra tio n s  in to  Germany can 

b e s t  be understood  a s  a  dynamic, i n t e r r e l a t e d ,  and se lf-m o d i­

fy in g  p ro c e ss  in  which changes in  one subsystem  ( e . g . ,  m ig ran ts , 

re c e iv in g  s o c ie ty ,  send ing  s o c ie ty , e t c . )  can be tra c e d  th rough­

o u t th e  e n t i r e  m ig ra tio n  f i e l d .  A ccord ing ly , a s  th e  v a rio u s  

m ig ra tio n  stream s from so u thern  Europe and Turkey mature and 

n ecessa ry  ad ju stm en ts  a re  made th r o u ^ o u t  the  system , th e  m igra­

t io n  p ro c e ss  ta k es  on new c h a r a c te r i s t i c s  and becomes q u a l i t a -
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l i v e l y  d i s t i n c t  from e a r l i e r  s ta g e s ,  A system ic overview 

w i l l  be p re sen te d  in  C hapter I I I  to  dem onstrate  th e  mutusQ.ity 

and dynamics o f  th e  n re s e n t  movements w ith in  Europe, p a r t i c ­

u l a r ly  th e  Turkey/Spain to  Germany c a se s ,

3 , The a d a p ta tio n  o f  M editerranean  w orkers and t h e i r  fa m ilie s  

to  German s o c ie ty  can be b e s t  understood  a s  th e  outcome o f  a  

complex in te r p la y  between th e  dynamics o f  th e  m ig ra tio n  p ro ­

c e s s , th e  m ig ra n ts ' socio-econom ic p o s i t io n  w ith in  German s o c i ­

e ty ,  and t h e i r  own p re -m ig ra tio n  c u l tu r a l  t r a d i t io n s  which have 

been t r a n s fe r r e d  in to  th e  h o s t s o c ie ty .  Each o f  th e se  f a c e ts  

w i l l  be exp lo red  t h r o u ^  a  case  s tu d y  ( C hapter IV) o f  Spanish  

and T urkish  a d a p ta tio n s  to  a  s p e c i f ic  German in d u s t r i a l  town,

4 , A lthough r a r e ly  a p p re c ia te d  by s tu d e n ts  o f  m ig ra tio n , th e  

in f lu x  o f  newcomers in to  a  re c e iv in g  c o n tex t has s ig n i f i c a n t  

im p lic a tio n s  f o r  th e  ind igenous p o p u la tio n . In  th e  German c a se , 

th e  r e c e n t  im m igration s e rv e s  a s  an e x c e lle n t  la b o ra to ry  f o r  

th e  s tudy  o f  re a c t io n  and ad justm en t o f  German n a t io n a ls  to  

th e  in tro d u c tio n  o f  s e v e ra l  m ill io n  fo re ig n  m igran ts and t h e i r  

d ep enden ts . C hapter V w i l l  be devoted to  an exam ination o f  th e  

im p lic a tio n s  o f  im m igration f o r  th e  r e c e iv in g  s o c ie ty ,

5, P erhaps th e  l e a s t  exp lo red  s u b je c t  in  m ig ra tio n  s tu d y  i s  th a t  

o f  r e tu r n  m ig ra tio n , A c a r e fu l  c o n s id e ra tio n  o f  th e  p re s e n t  

m assive r e tu rn s  in  Europe i s  p a r t i c u l a r ly  tim e ly  given th e  p o te n ­

t i a l  im pact o f  a  r a th e r  sudden re v e r s a l  o f  th e  in tra -E u ro p ean  

m ig ra to ry  flow s. C on trary  to  p o p u la r o p in io n , th e re  seems to

be no evidence to  su p p o rt th e  view th a t  r e tu rn  m ig ra tio n  con-
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8t i tu te s  an in e v i ta b le  sp u r to  socio-econom ic developm ent in  

M editerranean c o u n tr ie s .  In  a d d itio n  to  examining th e  re tu rn  

phenomenon, C hapter VI w i l l  co n sid e r more c a r e fu l ly  th e  l in k  

between m ig ra tio n  and th e  encompassing socio-econom ic s t in c ­

tu re s  which have generated  th e  re c e n t  c ro s s -n a tio n a l  movements 

o f  p o p u la tio n s .

4 . Methods and L ocation  o f  R esearch 

I t  i s  a  fundam ental p rem ise o f t h i s  d i s s e r ta t io n  th a t  th e  an th ro ­

po logy  o f  m ig ra tio n  can be improved by supplem enting lo c a l  le v e l  s tu d ie s  

w ith  s t a t i s t i c a l  d a ta  and survey  in fo rm atio n  drawn from a  la r g e r  u n iv e rse  

o f  m igran ts than  th e  e thnographer can in d iv id u a l ly  c o n ta c t. A v a rie d  

methodology i s  c r u c ia l  fo r  un d ers tan d in g  th e  fu n c tio n in g  o f sm all m igrant 

groups in  term s o f  th e  la r g e r  m igration  p ro c e ss  to  which they  belong.

Thus, t h i s  s tu d y  aims to  combine p a r t i c ip a n t  o b se rv a tio n  fie ldw ork  w ith  

the  r i c h  body o f  survey  and census d a ta  made a v a i la b le  by v a rio u s  p r iv a te  

and governm ental ag en c ies  in  Europe, T h ro u ^  l a r g e r  bodies o f  d a ta , I  

could c o n s ta n tly  check th e  re p re s e n ta t iv e n e s s  o f  th e  sm alle r p o p u la tio n s  

which served  as  th e  main base o f  re sea rc h  as  w e ll a s  t e s t  on a  la r g e r  

u n iv e rse  hypotheses generated  from lo c a l  l e v e l  f ie ld w o rk .

The fie ld w o rk  covered two tim e p e r io d s : l )  from J u ly  1971 u n t i l  

June 1972 and Z) from J u ly  through August o f  1974. D uring both p h ases , 

th e  main re se a rc h  s i t e  was th e  in d u s t r ia l  town o f  G e islin g en  (p o p u la tio n  

27, 000) ,  lo c a te d  in  th e  L andkreis (coun ty ) GOppingen, an a d m in is tra tiv e  

u n i t  o f  th e  s t a t e  o f  Baden-Württemberg, and id e a l ly  lo c a te d  in  th e  h e a r t  

o f  in d u s t r ia l  so u th ern  Germany, In  a d d itio n  to  re s e a rc h  in  G e is lin g en ,

I  p e r io d ic a l ly  v i s i t e d  and in te rv iew ed  m ig ran ts  in  two l a r g e r  c i t i e s  in
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the same a re a , S tu t tg a r t  and Ulm, and in  nearby  v i l l a g e s .  G e islingen  

was s e le c te d  f o r  s e v e ra l reaso n s: i )  i t  i s  s t r a t e g i c a l ly  lo c a te d  w ith in  a  

fo re ig n  worker c o n ce n tra tio n  a re a ; 2) the  town was c h a ra c te r iz e d  by an 

im m igration p a t te r n  d a tin g  from th e  e a r l i e s t  s ta g e s  which r e f l e c t s  f a i r l y  

c lo se ly  the  m igrant p a t te rn  fo r  th e  n a tio n  a t  la rg e ;  3) G eislin g en  con­

ta in e d  ( in  1971/ 72) a  re p o r te d  fo re ig n  p o p u la tio n  approaching  te n  p e r  

cen t o f  the  lo c a l  p o p u la tio n ; and 4) the  town’ s p o p u la tio n  was sm all 

enough to  allow  c o n ta c t w ith  most o f  i t s  m igrants y e t la rg e  enough to  

c o n ta in  a l l  n a t i o n a l i t i e s .

D uring th e  f i r s t  phase , I  c a r r ie d  o u t in te n s iv e  ethnographic  

re se a rc h  among th e  fo re ig n  m igran ts l i v in g  in  G e is lin g en , Turks and 

S pan iards in  p a r t i c u l a r  were s e le c te d  f o r  in te n s iv e  s tu d y  because they 

re p re se n te d  two d is p a ra te  "aging" le v e l s  o f  m ig ra tio n  stream  m a tu r ity . 

A lso, i t  had been observed th a t  T urkish  migremts r a t e  low in  term s o f 

g en era l a d ju s t a b i l i ty  to  th e  co n d itio n s  o f  no rthw estern  Europe w hile  

Span iards r a t e  r e l a t i v e l y  h igh  ( e . g . ,  Rose 1969*118-124), I t  seemed, 

th e re fo re , th a t  a  com parative s tu d y  on th e  lo c a l  l e v e l  might shed some 

l i g h t  on d i f f e r e n t i a l  m ig ran t a d a p ta tio n . A lso, by fo rc e  o f  th e  f a c t  

th a t  I  op era ted  w ith in  fo re ig n  m igran t c i r c l e s ,  I  g a th ered  an abundant 

amount o f  d a ta  on o th e r  n a t io n a l i ty  groups l iv in g  in  th e  same town. 

Throughout th e  re se a rc h  p e r io d , I  conducted both s t ru c tu re d  and u n s tru c ­

tu re d  in te rv ie w s  w ith  w e ll o ver I 50 m ig ran ts ; some were in te rv iew ed  only  

once, o th e rs  numerous tim es , and in  s e v e ra l  c a se s , in te rv ie w s  gave way

to  c lo se  f r ie n d s h ip s  t h r o u ^  which many in fo rm al hours were sp e n t d is -

4cu ss in g  th e  problem s o f  m ig ra tio n , I  made every  e f f o r t  p o s s ib le  to  

g a th e r  a  c ro ss-sam p lin g  o f  th e  d iv e rs e  ty p es  o f  m ig ran ts  in  terras o f
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such v a r ia b le s  as  le n g th  o f  s ta y  in  Germany, m a r ita l  s t a t u s ,  o ccu p a tio n , 

and age. However, ease  o f  c o n ta c t w ith  th e  v a rio u s  types was n o t u n i­

form. Communication w ith  s i n ^ e  m ig ran ts , e . g . ,  unm arried workers o r  

those  w ith o u t t h e i r  fa m ilie s  in  Germany, was consideralfLy e a s ie r  than  

c o n ta c t w ith  m ig ra tin g  fa m il ie s .

To measure th e  Im p lic a tio n s  o f  m ig ra tio n  f o r  th e  re c e iv in g  

so c ie ty , I  a lso  c a r r ie d  ou t fieldworfc a c t i v i t i e s  among German n a t io n a ls .

I  was p a r t i c u l a r ly  in te r e s te d  in  those  who d e a l d i r e c t ly  w ith  fo re ig n  

w orkers, e .g . ,  la n d lo rd s , foremen, in d u s t r ia l  b u re a u c ra ts , and s o c ia l  

w orkers. A lthough I  made no e f f o r t  to  o b ta in  a  random sam pling, I  

a ttem pted  to  in te rv ie w  Germans r e p re s e n ta t iv e  o f  as  many s o c ia l  c la s s e s ,  

o ccu p a tio n s , and i n t e r e s t  groups a s  p o s s ib le .  In  t h i s  re g a rd , I  sp e n t 

fo u r months as  a  p a r t - t im e  "g u e s t worker" a s s i s t i n g  in  a  la b o r in g  c la s s  

r e s ta u r a n t  which a ls o  c a te re d  to  Spanish  m ig ran ts . Many o f  th e  German 

la b o re rs  who p a tro n iz e d  th e  r e s ta u r a n t  were in te r n a l  m ig ran ts  to  th e  

town and i t  was f r u i t f u l  to  compare t h e i r  l i f e - s t y l e s  w ith  th o se  o f  

fo re ig n  w orkers.

In  a d d it io n  to  fieldworic in te rv ie w s , I  made in te n s iv e  use o f  

th e  abundant m a te r ia l on fo re ig n  w orkers made a v a ila b le  t h r o u ^  m igran t 

new spapers, o f f i c i a l  su rveys and r e p o r ts ,  census d a ta , la b o r  union maga­

z in e s , and th e  l i k e .  A lso, th e  German new spapers and m agazines p rov ided  

a  w ealth  o f  in fo rm atio n  on " s o c ia l  problem" a re a s  such a s  crim e, housing , 

working c o n d itio n s , le g a l  a sp e c ts , ed u ca tio n , and d is c r im in a tio n . The 

problem o f  d e f ic ie n t  s t a t i s t i c a l  and census m a te r ia l which p lagues m igra­

t io n  re se a rc h  in  L a tin  American and A frican  cases  does n o t e x i s t  in  

Europe.
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Given my s ta n c e  on th e  need f o r  doutCLe-ended m ig ra tio n  re s e a rc h , 

th e  w eakest p o in t  in  my own d a ta  concerns th e  m igran t c o n tr ib u tin g  re g io n s . 

I  was a b le  to  overcome th i s  in  p a r t  by ta k in g  two t r i p s  to  S pain . The 

f i r s t  was a  b r i e f  to u r  taken  d u rin g  th e  workers* C hristm as v a ca tio n  in  

1971 when I  t r a v e l le d  w ith  Spanish  m igran ts from G e islin g en  on a  s p e c ia l  

g u e s t w orker t r a in  to  t h e i r  homes. L a te r , in  th e  sp rin g  o f  1972, I  

re tu rn e d  a lo n e  and sn e n t two months a tte m p tin g  to  t r a c e  re tu rn e d  m ig ran ts; 

some I  had known in  Germany and o th e rs  I  met fo r  th e  f i r s t  tim e in  S pa in .

In  a d d itio n  to  th e  o b se rv a tio n  drawn from th e se  two t r i p s ,  I  have been 

a b le  to  supplem ent my fin d in g s  w ith  s e v e ra l  e x c e l le n t  s tu d ie s  on the  

e f f e c t s  o f  o u t-m ig ra tio n  and r e tu r n  m ig ra tio n  on Spain and Turkey. A lso ,

I  have k e p t in  touch  w ith  a  sm all number o f re tu rn e d  m ig ran ts  t h r o u ^  

th e  exchange o f  l e t t e r s .

D uring th e  summer o f 1974, I  re tu rn e d  to  Germany f o r  ap p ro x i­

m ately two a d d i t io n a l  months o f  fo llow -up  re s e a rc h . Much o f  t h i s  tim e 

was sp en t c o l le c t in g  o f f i c i a l  government d a ta  and s tu d ie s  r e le a s e d  s in c e  

1972. I  a ls o  a ttem p ted  to  t r a c e  down m ig ran ts  I  had known befo re  and 

to  in te rv ie w  newly arrived  m ig ra n ts . I t  was d u rin g  t h i s  fie ld w o rk  p e rio d  

th a t  the  w orld energy c r i s i s  began to  have an im pact on German in d u s try  

and the  m ig ran ts  and send ing  c o u n tr ie s  faced  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  th a t  m illio n s  

o f  fo re ig n  w orkers in  Europe would soon r e tu rn  to  th e  v e ry  economies 

which had b u i l t  up a  dependency on t h e i r  absence and re m itta n c e s . Through 

d is c u s s io n  w ith  m ig ran ts  and m ig ra tio n  o f f i c i a l s  I  r e a l iz e d  th a t  a 

knowledge o f  e x te rn a l fo rc e s  im pinging  on th e  m ig ran ts  i s  c ru c ia l  f o r  

u n d ers tan d in g  m ig ra tio n  and th e  problem s o f  m ig ran t ad ju stm en t and adap­

ta t io n  .
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B r ie f  m ention should  be made o f  s p e c ia l  problem s in  th e  f i e l d ­

work p ro cess  which h indered  o r  f a c i l i t a t e d  re s e a rc h . Of co u rse , th e  

h igh  s p a t i a l  m o b ili ty  o f m igran t w orkers made i t  d i f f i c u l t  to  m ain ta in  

r e g u la r  c o n ta c t w ith  a l l  o f  th e  m ig ran ts . The s i tu a t io n  was b e s t  d es­

c r ib e d  as  h ig h ly  f l u i d  w ith  la rg e  numbers o f  fo re ig n  w orkers p e r io d ic a l ly  

moving in  and o u t a s  they  changed jo b s , re tu rn e d  home te m p o ra rily , o r 

as t h e i r  c o n tra c ts  ex p ired . Language communication was a lso  o f  some 

concern , E n g lish  was o f  no v a lu e  and most co n v e rsa tio n s  were conducted 

in  German, excep t among the  Spanish w orkers where th e  medium was e i th e r  

Spanish o r  German o r  a  com bination o f  both  depending on which a rra n g e ­

ment was most fu n c t io n a l .  With th e  Turks and o th e r  fo re ig n  w orkers, how­

ev er, I  could use o n ly  German. Moreover, th e  German spoken by most o f  

th e  w orkers was a  form  o f  G a s ta rb e ite r  D eutsch , o r  "p id g in  German," 

f u r th e r  confounded by th e  f a c t  th a t  i t  was g e n e ra lly  spoken in  th e  lo c a l  

d i a l e c t  and n o t in  H i ^  German, N ev erth e le ss , th e se  d i f f i c u l t i e s  dim in­

ish ed  through tim e and I  found my own "m arg inal" r o le  between th e  Germans 

and th e  m ig ran ts to  be fa v o ra b le  fo r  fie ld w o rk . I  was n e i th e r  a  S ü d lânder, 

a  so u th ern  European, n o r a  German n a t io n a l .  This n e u t r a l  p o s i t io n  was 

id e a l  in  t h a t  both  m igran ts and Germans f r e e ly  d isc u sse d  w ith  me t h e i r  

views on th e  " g u e s t w orker p roblem ," som ething th ey  r a r e ly  d id  in  each 

o t h e r 's  p re sen ce .
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NOTES

To my knowledge th e re  have been on ly  two a r t i c l e s  p u b lish ed  by 
a n th ro p o lo g is ts  which a re  concerned w ith  in tra -E u ro p ean  m igra­
tio n  ( i . e .  B uechler and B uechler 1975:17-29 and J .  B uechler 
1976: 62- 68) .  A lso , M ichael K enny's a r t i c l e  (1972:119-129),
"The R eturn o f  th e  Spanish M igran t,"  d e a ls  in  o a r t  w ith  workers 
re tu rn in g  from n o rth e rn  Europe. F in a l ly ,  David Gregory (1972) 
has w r i t te n  a  d i s s e r t a t io n  which an a ly zes  th e  e f f e c t  o f  i n t r a -  
European m ig ra tio n  on an A ndalusian agro-tow n.

During th e  s h o r t  tim e when t h i s  d i s s e r ta t io n  was being w r i t te n ,  
a  number o f  a n th ro p o lo g ic a l p u b lic a t io n s  c h a ra c te r iz e d  by some 
th e o r e t ic a l  s o p h is t ic a t io n  appeared . The most n o ta b le  among 
th e se  were th e  two volumes o f  World A nthropology s e r ie s  (S a fa  
and DuToit 1975 and DuToit and S afa  1975) and a  b r ie f  b u t p e r ­
su as iv e  s ta tem e n t by Anthony Leeds (19 7 6 :6 9 -7 6 ).

In  an th ropo logy , th e  most comprehensive review  i s  Graves and 
Graves (1974:117-151)» See a lso  Kasdan (1970 :1 -6 ) f o r  a  much 
b r i e f e r  rev iew . The most d e ta i le d  rev iew  o f  th e  s o c ia l  s c ie n ­
t i f i c  l i t e r a t u r e  on m ig ra tio n  i s  to  be found in  a  work by the  
German s o c io lo g is t  GÜnter A lb rech t (1 972). Although thought to  
be th e  " d e f in i t iv e  study" o f  th e  contem porary s t a t e  o f  th e  a r t s  
in  m ig ra tio n  re s e a rc h , I  have d iscovered  th a t  v a s t  segments o f  
t h i s  work a re  p a lg ia r iz e d  from Mangalam's Human M ig ra tion  ( I 968) . 
Mangalam's in tro d u c to ry  s ta tem en ts  and th e o r e t ic a l  p ro p o s itio n s  
have sim ply  been t r a n s la t e d  in to  German w ith o u t p ro p e r documenta­
t io n .

My a c tu a l  sample was l a r g e r  than  I 50 in d iv id u a ls .  However, given 
a  l im i t a t i o n  on tim e, I  have n o t been a b le  to  analyze  a l l  o f th e  
m a te r ia l .  This in fo rm atio n  w i l l  be in c o rp o ra te d  in to  fu tu re  pub­
l i c a t i o n s  based on t h i s  s tu d y .



CHAPTER I I  

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

1, ProtOLems o f  H is to r ic a l  I n te r p r e ta t io n  

E arly  in  th e  ev o lu tio n  o f  European in d u s t r ia l i s m  exchange n e t­

works were e s ta b lis h e d  between in d u s t r ia l  c e n te rs  and a g ra r ia n  re g io n s  

a long  which moved c a p i t a l ,  goods, s e rv ic e s ,  and la b o r .  The l a t t e r ,  in  

th e  form o f  r u r a l  to  urban m ig ran ts , c o n s t i tu te d  t h a t  segment o f  th e  Eu­

ropean p o p u la tio n  Marx la b e l le d  th e  " re se rv e  arm ies o f  th e  unemployed" 

which he contended were n ecessa ry  f o r  th e  e x is te n c e  o f  i n d u s t r i a l  c ap i­

ta l is m . T y p ic a lly , th e  e a r l i e s t  i n d u s t r i a l  m ig ran ts  came from th e  coun­

t ry s id e  w ith in  th e  n a t io n a l  b o undaries, th e reb y  le a v in g  r u r a l  a re a s  w ith  

in s u f f i c i e n t  seaso n al la b o r .  T his gap was im m ediately  f i l l e d  t h r o u ^  th e  

re c ru itm e n t o f  manpower from th e  o v erp opu la ted , la b o r  redundan t a g r ic u l ­

tu r a l  s e c to r s  o f  n e ig h b o rin g  fo re ig n  la n d s . S h o r t ly  th e r e a f te r ,  however, 

th e  expansion o f  in d u s t r i a l i z a t io n  and accompanying m echanization o f  farm - 

work channeled fo re ig n  w orkers in to  low s t a tu s ,  i n d u s t r i a l ly - r e la t e d  jo b s , 

p a r t i c u l a r ly  d u rin g  p e r io d s  o f  ra p id  economic developm ent. Thus, i n t e r ­

n a tio n a l economic m ig ra tio n  o f  th e  in tra -E u ro p ean  v a r ie ty  had i t s  o r ig in  

in  th e  p ro c e ss  o f  in d u s t r i a l i z a t io n  and i s  a  s p e c ia l  case  o f  th e  la rg e -  

s c a le  tra n s fe re n c e  o f  r u r a l  w orkers to  i n d u s t r i a l  c e n te r s .  A t l a t e r ,  more 

m ature s ta g e s  o f  i n d u s t r i a l  developm ent, th e  a g r ic u l tu r a l  re g io n s  o f  f o r -
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eign  lan d s  served th e  same la b o r  fu n c tio n  and stood  in  a  s im ila r  so c io ­

economic r e la t io n s h ip  to  th e  u rb a n -in d u st r i a l  c e n te rs  a s  th e  a g r ic u l tu r a l  

s e c to r  w ith in  th e  la b o r  in ç o r t in g  n a tio n .

In  th e  minds o f  s c h o la rs ,  however, th e  overseas  "G reat M igra­

tio n "  o f  European p eo p les  d u rin g  th e  19th and e a r ly  20th c e n tu r ie s  has 

overshadowed th e  magnitude and im portance o f  mass c ro s s -n a tio n a l  move­

ments w ith in  Europe. Today, th e  in tra -E u ro p ean  phenomenon i s  o f te n  

considered  a  " re v e rs a l"  o f th e  t r a d i t io n a l  t r a n s -A tla n t ic  p a t te r n  

( e .g . ,  B e i je r  1969} Krane 1973} M arzia le  196?} Sauvy 1962), In  a c tu a l ­

i t y ,  however, th e  C o n tin e n t 's  p o p u la tio n s  have never been a t  r e s t  i n t e r ­

n a l ly  and th e  o v e rseas  c u rre n t was in e x tr ic a b ly  t ie d  to  numerous o th e r  

movements w ith in  Europe. In  th e  case  o f  Germany, th e  1875-1885 em igra­

tio n  to  th e  Americas was accompanied ly  in te r n a l  m ig ra tio n  from e a s t  to  

w est and a  concom itant im m igration o f  fo re ig n  w orkers in to  th e  p o s i t io n s  

abandoned by th e  westward bound m ig ran ts . The co ex is ten ce  o f  s e v e ra l  

such m igrato ry  waves around th e  tu rn  o f  th e  cen tu ry , both  o v erseas  and 

w ith in  th e  C on tinen t, c a s ts  c o n s id e ra b le  doubt on th e  n o tio n  o f  a  con­

tem porary re v e r s a l  o f  in te r n a t io n a l  m ig ra tio n  tre n d s  ( c f ,  C a s tle s  and 

Kosack 1973*16) .

Although o f f i c i a l  s t a t i s t i c s  on m ig ra tio n  a re  u n d ers tan d ab ly  

su sp e c t, d a ta  on in te r c o n t in e n ta l  m ig ra tio n  from Germany prove perhaps 

more r e l i a b l e  than  th o se  on in tra -E u ro p ean  movements s in c e  o v e rseas  emi­

g ra n ts  norm ally e x i t  and e n te r  t h r o u ^  a  few m ajor s e a p o r ts .  Land bor­

d e rs , however, can be c ro ssed  a t  many p o in ts  auid a c c u ra te  s t a t i s t i c a l  

reco rd s  a re  more d i f f i c u l t  to  o b ta in . For th e se  re a so n s , European coun­

t r i e s  ty p ic a l ly  have b e t t e r  s t a t i s t i c s  on em igra tion  by sea  and few r e l i a b l e  

reco rd s  r e la te d  to  movements a c ro ss  la n d  f r o n t i e r s  (B ergdB rfer 1931*313)»
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Even in  o f  t h i s  d i f f i c u l t y ,  th e  a v a i l a t i e  ev idence su g g e s ts

monumental and w idespread  European movements on -pax w ith  th e  "G reat Mi­

g ra t io n ."  From 1869 u n t i l  1953, f o r  example, more th an  3 ,400,000 I t a l ­

ia n s  em igrated  to  th e  U nited  S ta te s  w h ile  more th an  7 ,500 ,000  m ig ra ted  

to  Germany, F rance , and S w itze rlan d  ( A lberon i 1970:292-293), O ther move­

m ents, such a s  t h a t  o f  th e  I r i s h  to  B r i ta in ,  th e  P o le s  to  Germany, and 

th e  Spanish to  F rance , a re  only  a  few ex an ç les  o f  th e  v a r io u s  m ig ra tio n  

c u r re n ts  c r i s s - c r o s s in g  Europe b e fo re  th e  F i r s t  World War ( s e e  K u lisc h e r , 

1948, f o r  a  d e ta i l e d  d is c u s s io n  on in tra -E u ro p ean  movements d u rin g  th e  

f i r s t  p o s t-w a r p e r io d ) .

T ra d i t io n a l ly ,  Germamy i s  though t o f  a s  a  co u n try  o f  e m ig ra tio n . 

However, a s  fair hack a s  th e  1870s, Germamy had become a  la b o r  im porting  

n a tio n  w ith  some re g io n s  ex p erien c in g  an ex cess  o f  im m igration  o v er emi­

g ra t io n ,  a  p a t te r n  which became t r u e  f o r  th e  e n t i r e  co u n try  by 19OO. Thus, 

s in c e  th e  founding  o f  th e  German R eich in  1871, Germany has had a  fo re ig n  

worker "problem ," T h is  lo n g -te rm  r d e v a n c e  o f  fo re ig n  w orkers f o r  Germamy 

i s  l i t t l e  u n derstood  and r a r e ly  a p p re c ia te d , A l th o u ^  most w r i te r s  on 

contem porary in tra -E u ro p e an  m ig ra tio n s  o f f e r  c u rso ry  h i s t o r i c a l  overv iew s, 

i t  i s  a p p a re n t t h a t  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  developm ents o f  such movements have 

n o t been p ro p e r ly  in v e s t ig a te d .  M ost tim e coverages aœe s p o tty  a t  b e s t  

and draw co n c lu s io n s  n o t  borne o u t by th e  h ls to ricaO . re c o rd .

W ithin th e  a l lo t e d  space h e re , th e  i n t r i c a c i e s  o f  a  cen tu ry  o f  

fo re ig n  movement in to  Germamy camnot be tr a c e d  in  d e t a i l .  Y et, even a 

b r i e f  r e tu r n  to  th e  o r ig in a l  so u rc es  sheds c o n s id e ra b le  doubt on mamy 

o f  th e  w idespread assum ptions ex p ressed  conten5)orairy in tra -E u ro p ean  

m ig ra tio n  s c h o la r s .  The populao* n o tio n , f o r  exanç>le, th a t  th e  pre-W orld
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War I I  t r a n s n a t io n a l  European movement was e x c lu s iv e ly  a g r i c u l tu r a l  in  

n a tu re  and t o t a l l y  unorgan ized  canno t be supported  by th e  a v a i la b le  e v i­

dence.

P erhaps th e  most s e r io u s  m ethodolog ical m is tak e , and one which 

u n d e r lie s  most erroneous co n clu sio n s  in  h i s t o r i c a l  i n t e r p r e ta t io n s ,  cen­

t e r s  on an u n q u estio n in g  approach to  e a r ly  o f f i c i a l  governm ental d a ta .  

S ev e ra l w r i te r s  ( e . g . ,  B o r e l l i ,  Spremberg and Spremberg 1973»13l F ie tk a u  

1972:13) n o te  th a t  Germany u t i l i z e d  1 ,2  m illio n  fo re ig n  woricers in  1910, 

an im pressive  volume t h a t  su rp asses  th e  a l ie n  w orker p o p u la tio n  up to  

1965 in  th e  post-W orld  War I I  t r e n d . O thers ( e . g . ,  C a s tle s  and Kosack 

1973*19; D e s c lo i tre s  196?ai23; E rn s t  1973*181; Bose 1969:20) su g g es t 

e q u a lly  h igh  numbers f o r  th e  e a r ly  y ea rs  o f  th e  20th  c en tu ry . Most o f  

th e se  co n c lu sio n s  a re  drawn from e a r ly  o f f i c i a l  m a te r ia l w ith o u t s c ru ­

t in y  o f  th e  q u a l i ty  o r  c h a r a c te r i s t i c s  o f  th e  o r ig in a l  so u rc e s . The 1 .2  

m illio n  " fo re ig n  w orkers" m entioned above, fo r  example, a c tu a l ly  re p re ­

s e n t  th e  t o t a l  p o p u la tio n  o f  " fo re ig n  n a tio n a ls "  e s tim a ted  in  th e  Ger­

man o f f i c i a l  census o f  I 9 IO (B u n d e sa n s ta lt fUr A rb e it  1965*3)• lu  no 

n a tio n a l  p o p u la tio n , in c lu d in g  t h a t  o f  Germany to d ay , a re  a l l  fo re ig n ­

e rs  a b le -b o d ied  a d u l t  w orkers. U n fo rtu n a te ly , th e  German censuses o f  

1907 and 1910 d id  n o t make an e f f o r t  to  d is t in g u is h  m igran t w orkers 

from o th e r  fo re ig n e rs  l i v i n g  th e re  a t  t h a t  tim e . An a d d it io n a l  problem  

e q u a lly  r e a l  in  th e  p re s e n t  tim e, r e s u l t s  from th e  n e ^ ig e n c e  o f  fo re ig n  

w orkers to  r e g i s t e r  w ith  a u th o r i t i e s  a s  re q u ire d — a  m a tte r  i n te n s i f i e d  

p r io r  to  1930 when many s t a t e s  d id  n o t even a tte m p t to  en fo rce  r e g i s t r a ­

t io n  o f  a l i e n  w orkers ( B ergdB rfer 1931*378). A f i n a l  co m p lica tin g  fa c ­

to r  i s  t h a t  th e  o f f i c i a l  German census was tak en  a t  d i f f e r e n t  tim es o f
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th e  y e a r . For example, th e  I 9IO w in te r  census would no doubt r e f l e c t  a  

d i f f e r e n t  number o f  a l ie n s  than  a  summer census, such a s  taken in  1907, 

when la r g e  numbers o f  a l ie n s  were enç>loyed d u rin g  h a rv e s t  season . Over­

a l l ,  however, i t  seems l i k e l y  t h a t  th e  o f f i c i a l  r e p o r ts  f a l l  f a r  below 

th e  a c tu a l  volume due to  th e  d u a l problem s o f  c la n d e s tin e  movements and 

th e  p ro p e n s ity  o f  a l i e n  w orkers n o t to  r e g i s t e r  w ith  a u th o r i t i e s .  In  

th e  fo llo w in g  h i s to r i c a l  d is c u s s io n , th e  d a ta  should  be taken  c a u tio u s ly  

and on ly  a s  su g g es tiv e  o f  p a s t  im m igration volumes to  Germany,

2 , The F oreign  W oikeri 1871 -  1939

As in d u s t r i a l i z a t io n  sp read  in to  th e  w este rn  p ro v in ces  o f  Germany 

d u rin g  th e  I 860s  and 1870s ,  p e a sa n ts  and a r t i s a n s  by th e  m ill io n s  were 

drawn from th e  c o u n try s id e  and towns in to  ra p id ly  growing c i t i e s .  I n  

1971» when th e  Reich was e s ta b lis h e d , th e  r u r a l  segment c o n s t i tu te d  6 k  

p e r  c e n t o f  th e  p o p u la tio n ; by 1900, th a t  c o n tin g e n t had d e c lin e d  to  46 

p e r  c e n t (Hourwich 1922:189-190), To speed th e  urbanward movements, 

f u l l  freedom o f  m ig ra tio n  was extended to  r u r a l  p eo p les  by 1867, I n i ­

t i a l l y ,  o u t-m ig ra tio n  c h a ra c te r iz e d  sm all lan d h o ld in g  re g io n s , b u t soon 

th e  p ro cess  sp read  in to  a re a s  dom inated by la rg e  e s t a t e s  (W underlich 

1961: 23) ,  Saxony was th e  f i r s t  p ro v in ce  to  a t t r a c t  German w orkers from 

th e  e a s te rn  re g io n , b u t s h o r t ly  th e  m ig ra to ry  c u r re n t  moved to  th e  Rhine- 

lan d -W es tfa lia n  in d u s t r i a l  a re a  (W underlich 1961: 63) ,  These in te r n a l  

movements correspond  in  tim e to  a  m assive em igra tion  o f  Germans to  the  

A m ericas,

To compensate f o r  la b o r  lo s s  in  th e  e a s te rn  p ro v in c e s , th e  P ru s­

s ia n  Ju n k ers  r e c r u i te d  fo re ig n  la b o r ,  p r im a r i ly  P o l i s h ,  f o r  sea so n a l a g r i ­

c u l tu r a l  work in  th e  c u l t iv a t io n  and h a rv e s t  o f  su g ar b ee t and o th e r
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r o o t  c ro p s . The m a jo rity  o f  a l ie n  m ig ran ts  e n te red  th e  co u n try  in  

s p r in g , u s u a lly  A p r i l ,  when fie ldw ork  commenced, and rem ained u n t i l  mid- 

A ugust when th e  e a r l i e s t  r e tu r n  m ig ra tio n  began (B ergdB rfer 1931*378)=

By 1890, seaso n al a g r i c u l tu r a l  w orkers were re q u ire d  to  r e g i s t e r  w ith  

th e  p o lic e  and r e tu r n  to  t h e i r  home co u n try  d u rin g  th e  w in te r  o f f - s e a ­

son . The r e tu rn  t r i p  co u ld , however, be avoided by sim ply  renew ing th e  

I d e n t i f i c a t io n  c a rd s , a l t h o u ^  many a l ie n s  rem ained in  Germany even w ith ­

o u t f u l f i l l i n g  t h i s  req u irem en t ( B ergdB rfer 1931*379) •

Very l i t t l e  i s  known about th e  s o c ia l  c o r r e la te s  and ex ac t 

volume o f  th e se  e a r ly  sea so n a l im m igrations in to  Germany, p a r t i c u la r ly  

a s  re g a rd s  th e  n o n -P o lish  groups such a s  th e  R uthenlans and I t a l i a n s .

From 1880 u n t i l  1900, i t  ap p ears  th a t  th e  m a jo r ity  o f  th e  m ig ran ts  were 

e th n ic a l ly  P o lis h  from A u stria n  G a lic ia  and R ussian  Poland (Hourwich 

19221181 and W underlich 1961*198) .  From th e  e a s te rn  p ro v in ces  th e re  

was a  p e rp e tu a l westward movement w ith  v a rio u s  n a t io n a l i ty  groups supp­

la n t in g  each o th e r .  As Germans from th e  e a s t  moved toward th e  R hineland- 

Westphaliem in d u s t r i a l  a re a s , th ey  were re p la ce d  by P ru ss ia n  P o le s  who 

th en  continued  westward and were in  tu rn  fo llow ed by R ussian  P o le s .

Among th e  l a t t e r ,  tem porary employment in  Germany grew from 17,000 in  I 89O 

to  138,000 in  1904 (Hourwich 1922* l 8l ) .  A l th o u ^  most l i k e l y  a  g ro ss  

u n d erestim ate  o f  th e  t o t a l  volume, s in c e  i t  i s  based on id e n t i f i c a t io n  

ca rd s  a c tu a l ly  is su e d  by th e  governm ental agency in  charge o f  a l i e n  mi­

g ra n ts , th e  fo llo w in g  ta b le  a llow s some id e a  o f  th e  e th n ic  and n a tio n ­

a l i t y  d i s t r ib u t io n  form 1910 u n t i l  1918.
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TABLE 2 .1

AVERAGE NUMBER OF IDENTIFICATION CARDS ISSUED YEARLY BY THE DEUTSCHE AR- 
BEITERZENTRALE TO FOREIGNERS OF ALIEN AND OF GERMAN DESCENT

1910 -  1918 
( i n  thousands)

ORIGINS

1910-1914

Number P e r Cent

1915-1919

Number P e r  Cent

German d e sc e n t 83 11.1

A lien  d e sc e n t 668 88.9
R uthenians 89 11.8
R ussian P o le s  302 40 .2
A u strian  P o le s  75 9 .9
Czechs 27 3 .6

O ther A lien s  from 
A u stria -H ungary  4 l 5 .5

O ther A lien s  from 
R ussia  10 1 .4

I t a l i a n s  54 7 .2
N eth erlan d er^  and

B elg ians 60 8 .0
French, Luxemburgers,

and Swiss 1 0 .2
Danes, Swedes, Norwe­

g ian s , and o th e rs  69 9 .2

103

543
17

373
12
11

10

17

12

79

4

7

16.0

84 .0  
2.6

57 .8
1 . 9
1 .7

1.6

2 .7

1 .9

12.2

0.6

1.1

TOTAL 751 100.0 646 100.0

Source: A llgem eines S ta t i s t i s c h e s  A rch iv . V ol. 20, p p . l 6 l f f . , Jen a  
1930. C ited  in  B ergdO rfer (1931»380).
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U n til  th e  end o f  th e  Second World War, th e  la b o r  re s e rv e  o f  

P o lis h  w orkers was by f a r  th e  most im p o rtan t manpower so u rce  f o r  Germany. 

In  an a r t i c l e  d e a lin g  w ith  sea so n a l P o lish  la b o r  from 1914 t h r o u ^  1937» 

Landau (1939»202) s t r e s s e d  th e  im portance o f  s t a t e  in te r f e r e n c e  in  reg u ­

l a t i n g  movements and s e le c t in g  can d id a te s  from c e r ta in  re g io n s  who were 

"members o f  th e  p o o re s t  f a m il ie s ,  w ith  th e  h e a v ie s t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s , "  

I n te r e s t in g ly ,  most o f  th e  sea so n a l em igran ts were women, W underlich 

( 1961164) r e p o r ts  on a  192? s tu d y  by R adetzk i (1930) who surveyed 16,826 

w orkers, 13,004 o f  whom were fem ale m igran ts  from f iv e  E as te rn  P ru s s ia n  

p ro v in c e s , A s tu d y  by Zahn, a ls o  re p o r te d  by W underlich (1 9 6 1 :6 6 ), n o ted  

th a t  80 p e r  c e n t o f  th e  w orkers from 1924 u n t i l  1926 were women and 90 

p e r  c en t o f  a l l  w oikers in  a g r ic u l tu r e  were e th n ic a l ly  P o l i s h ,  A l a t e r  

survey  (Landau 1939*200-204) v e r i f i e d  t h a t  most o f  th e  sea so n a l w orkers 

were women, tw o -th ird s  o f  th e se  being  under th e  age o f  t h i r t y .  In  some 

re g io n s , however, a  la r g e  number o f  fa rm e rs ' w ives was r e c r u i te d  w h ile  

presum ably t h e i r  husbands s tay ed  a t  home to  work th e  la n d . The same 

s tu d y , which was conducted in  P o lan d , c l a s s i f i e d  a  la rg e  p ro p o r tio n  o f  

th e  migremts a s  la n d le s s  p e a sa n ts  a l t h o u ^  p e a sa n t f a m ilie s  owning 

"m oderately  la r g e  h o ld in g s"  s e n t  o u t members to  earn  supplem ental income 

(Landau 1939»203). W hile in  Germany, th e  w orkers la b o re d  e i ^ t  to  te n  

hours p e r  day and even t h o u ^  w orking c o n d itio n s  were by no means id e a l ,  

th e re  was a  d e f in i t e  p re fe re n c e  by P o lis h  m ig ran ts  f o r  work in  Germauiy 

o v e r o th e r  a r e a s ,  such a s  L a tv ia , because o f  siq> erio r wages and b e t t e r  

w orking c o n d itio n s  (Landau 1939»2 0 ?).

A l th o u ^  th e  P o l i s h  im m igrations a r e  th e  b e s t  known and no doubt 

p ro p o r t io n a l ly  th e  l a r g e s t  in  volume, th e re  were o th e r  s ig n i f i c a n t  s tream s
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a s  w e ll .  By th e  l8 8 0 s, I t a l i a n  and b o rd e r n a t i o n a l i t i e s  ( e . g . ,  Dutch, 

B e lg ian , F rench , and Swiss) were c ro s s in g  in to  so u th ern  and w estern  Ger­

many f o r  i n d u s t r i a l ,  a g r i c u l tu r a l ,  and c o n s tru c tio n  work. U n fo rtu n a te ly , 

n e x t to  n o th in g  i s  known ab o u t th e se  movements, b u t th e  s t a t i s t i c a l  e v i­

dence shown in  ta b le  2 .1  su g g es ts  s u b s ta n t ia l ly  la r g e  numbers o f  m ig ran ts . 

Many o ld tim e rs  in  so u th ern  Germany s t i l l  today r e c a l l  working on c o n s tru c ­

t io n  crews w ith  I t a l i a n s  p r i o r  to  th e  F i r s t  World War, A ccording to  

Wander (1 9 5 8 :2 1 2 ), th e  a re a  which r o u ^ y  c o n s t i tu te s  th e  F edera l Repub­

l i c  o f  Germany experienced  an excess o f  253,000 im m igrants over em igran ts 

in  th e  l a s t  decade o f  th e  19th  cen tu ry  and has con tinued  to  be an immi­

g ra t io n  a re a  w ith  th e  excep tion  o f  th e  tim e p e rio d  from 1925 to  1933.

Is a a c  A. Hourwich (1 9 22 :5^5 ), draw ing on o f f i c i a l  German so u rces , l i s t s  

th e  number o f  I t a l i a n s  in  Germany a t  8 ,000 in  1880, in c re a s in g  to  62,000 

by 1900, From I 869 u n t i l  1915, A lberon i (1970:292-293) e s tim ated  t h a t  

more th an  1 .2  m ill io n  I t a l i a n s  m igrated  to  Germany. In  term s o f  th e  

type o f  m ig ra tio n , he no ted :

For th e  most p a r t  i t  was a  q u estio n  o f  tem porary em ig ra tion  o f  
a g r i c u l tu r a l  w orkers from Piedmont and V enetia ., go ing  to  c a r ry  
o u t c e r ta in  a g r ic u l tu r a l  work in  France o r  Germany, and to  th e se  
were added th e  masons and b u ild e rs  bound f o r  F ran ce , Germany, and 
S w itz e rla n d , The em igran ts were p redom inan tly  m ale. The Vene­
t i a n  and Piedm ontese p e a sa n ts  went abroad  f o r  c e r ta in  p e r io d s  o f  
tim e le a v in g  t h e i r  p a re n ts  o r  t h e i r  w ives and c h ild re n  behind 
in  I t a l y .  I n  g e n e ra l , th ey  a lre a d y  knew where th e y  were going, 
w hat work th ey  were to  do , and a lso  how much th e y  would earn  
and could  ex p ec t to  save .

Today, th e  in tra -E u ro p ean  m ig ra tio n  l i t e r a t u r e  s t r e s s e s  th e  

n o tio n  th a t  fo re ig n  la b o r  b e fo re  th e  Second World War was used "a lm o st 

e x c lu s iv e ly  in  a g r ic u l tu re "  (D e s c lo i t r e s  1967a:24; K olan 1973:10), % e re  

i s ,  however, no conv incing  h i s t o r i c a l  ev idence  which b ears  o u t t h i s  

a ssum ption . S ince  th e  e a r l i e s t  y ea rs  o f  th e  German R eich, f o r  example,
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fo r e ig n e r s  were in v o lv ed  in  m ining, c o n s tru c tio n , m anufactu ring , and 

o th e r  i n d u s t r i a l l y - r e l a t e d  o ccu p a tio n s . In  th e  g en era l d r i f t  w estw ard, 

and toward urban c e n te r s ,  form er seaso n al w oikers found n o n -a g r ic u ltu ra l  

employment in  B e r l in ,  S i l e s i a ,  Rhineland-We s tp h a l i a , and th e  Ruhr. In  

th e  sou thern  p ro v in c e s  o f  Baden, B avaria , and W tlrttemberg, th e  b u ild in g  

tra d e  and in d u s try  a t t r a c t e d  la r g e  numbers o f  I t a l i a n s .  Even in  P ru s s ia ,  

th e  supposed h e a r th  o f  fo re ig n  a g r ic u l tu r a l  im m igration , B odenstein  (1909) 

p re s e n ts  s u rp r is in g  d a ta  f o r  th e  y ears  1905 to  I908 ( s e e  ta b le  2 .2  below) 

d em onstra ting  th a t  p ro p o r t io n a l ly  more a l ie n s  were c l a s s i f i e d  a s  employed 

in  in d u s try .

TABLE 2 .2

FOREIGN WORKERS IN PRUSSIA, I 905- I 908 
( i n  thousands)

YEAR AGRICULTURAL LABORERS INDUSTRIAL WORKERS TOTAL

1905 207 24? 454
1906 236 369 605
1907 258 475 733
I 9O8 309 471 780

TOTAL 1010 1562 2572

Source: B odenste in . C ite d  in  B ergdB rfer (1931 :378 ).

Even more c o n tra d ic to ry  evidence to  th e  g e n e ra l th e s i s  th a t  

a l ie n s  were o v erw helm in^y  used a s  seaso n al w orkers in  a g r ic u l tu r e  i s  p ro ­

v ided  by I s a a c  A. Hourwich (1922:5^5)* T able 2 .3  shows employment in  non- 

a g r ic u l tu r a l  o ccu p a tio n s  a s  being f a r  g re a te r  th an  in  a g r ic u l tu r e ;  in  f a c t .
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51 p e r  c e n t o f  th e  " fo re ig n  horn" were employed in  "m anufactures" cind 

on ly  15 p e r  c en t in  a g r ic u l tu r e .

TABLE 2 .3

FOREIGN BORN ENGAGED IN GAINFUL 
OCCUPATIONS IN GERMANY,I9OO 

( i n  thousands)

OCCUPATIONS MALES FEMALES

A g ric u ltu re 59 21
Trade 37 10
T ran sp o rta tio n 13
M anufactures 245 32
Common Labor 26 10
P ro fe s s io n a l P u r s u i ts 18 10
L iv in g  on Income from

P ro p e r ty 18 16
S erv an ts 1 23

TOTAL 417 122

Sourcei E rgSnzungsheft zu den V ie r te l ja h r s h e f te n  zu r S t a t i s t i k  
des Deutschen R eichs, I 905, V ol. 1. C ite d  in  Hourwich 
(1 9 2 2 :5 4 5 ).

I t  i s  p o s s ib le ,  however, t h a t  seaso n a l a g r ic u l tu r a l  w orkers were excluded 

from th e  " g a in fu l occupations"  ca teg o ry  th u s  skewing th e  s t a t i s t i c s  in  

fav o r o f  th e  more perm anent jo b s . Even acco u n tin g  f o r  th i s  p o s s i b i l i t y ,  

i t  appears th a t  fo re ig n  involvem ent in  in d u s try  was a s  s tro n g  a s  in  a g r i ­

c u l tu r e .  F u r th e r  evidence f o r  t h i s  h y p o th esis  can be seen  in  th e  number 

o f  id e n t i f i c a t io n  cards is s u e d  an n u a lly  from 1910 u n t i l  1927 ( B ergdB rfer 

1931:379). A lthough more card s  were is su e d  to  a g r ic u l tu r a l  w orkers (55 

p e r  c en t) a s  opposed to  in d u s t r i a l  la b o re r s  (45  p e r  c e n t) ,  th e  d if f e r e n c e
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was n o t overwhelming and i t  was even possilxLe th a t  a g r ic u l tu r a l  w orkers, 

s in c e  th ey  were more te n ç o ra ry  and c ro ssed  th e  b o rd e r more o f te n ,  ap p lied  

f o r  cards more f re q u e n tly  than  s e t t l e d  fo re ig n  in d u s t r i a l  w orkers. U n til 

more m eticu lous re se a rc h  i s  c a r r ie d  o u t w ith  th e  o r ig in a l  documents, how­

e v e r, the  above quoted s t a t i s t i c s  should  be accep ted  w ith  re s e rv e . The 

ca teg o ry  " fo re ig n  bom " o r  " fo re ig n e r"  was n o t in h e re n t ly  synonymous w ith  

" fo re ig n  m igran t w orker"; in  f a c t ,  " fo re ig n  bom " could  even have inc luded  

German n a tio n a ls  bom  o u ts id e  th e  R eich.

I f  th e  s t a t i s t i c a l  background f o r  a  h i s t o r i c a l  a n a ly s is  o f Ger­

man im m igration i s  found la c k in g , knowledge abou t th e  s o c ia l  l i f e  o f  th e  

e a r ly  n o n -a g r ic u ltu ra l  w orkers i s  a lm ost n o n -e x is te n t .  I t  i s  re p o rte d  th a t  

in  1913 th e re  were 11?? P o lis h  a s s o c ia t io n s  in  th e  Ruhr a re a  and in  one 

s in g le  town th e re  e x is te d  a  P o lis h  p a r ty ,  newspaper, bank, auid church 

(F ie tk a u  1972:14). The w oikers were g e n e ra lly  r e c r u i te d  abroad th r o u ^  

both government and p r iv a te  ag en ts  and o f te n  b r o u ^ t  in  on s p e c ia l ly  

arranged  t r a in s .  L ike to d a y 's  m ig ran ts , th ey  came w ith  th e  o r ig in a l  p u r­

pose o f  earn ing  money, sav in g , and re tu rn in g  home a f t e r  a  s h o r t  s ta y .

O ften , work groups were o rgan ized  a long  e th n ic  l i n e s  and guided by b i l i n ­

gual o v e rse e rs . In  some re g io n s , such a s  th e  co a l m ining Ruhr, fo re ig n  

enclaves became so l a r g e  and co n cen tra ted  t h a t  lo c a l  r e a c t io n  developed.

The concern over th e  growing p o p u la tio n  o f  i l l e g a l  im m igrants brought 

abou t in c re a se d  r e s t r i c t i o n s  and d e p o r ta tio n s  o f  u n d e s ira b le  and u n re g is ­

te re d  a l i e n s .  E thn ic  c o n f l i c t  reached  such a  p o in t  t h a t  a  law was i n t r o ­

duced in  th e  Ruhr in  19O8 b a rr in g  p u b lic  u se  o f  th e  P o l is h  language, thus 

g iv in g  r i s e  to  "dumb assem blies" in  which th e  m ig ran ts d id  n o t speak to  

each o th e r  b u t communally read  P o lis h  l e a f l e t s  aloud  ( C a s tle s  and Kosack
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1973 :20). U ltim a te ly , th e  P o le s  who rem ained were a s s im ila te d  and today  

the  o n ly  t r a c e  found i s  a  s ig n i f ic a n t  number o f  "names w ith  an e a s te rn  

h is to ry "  (F ie tk a u  1972»15).

In  co n nec tion  w ith  th e se  e a r ly  movements, modem w r ite m  make

a f u r th e r  q u e s tio n a b le  assunqptioni najnely, t h a t  th e y  were "u n c o n tro lle d

and unorgan ized" (C a s t le s  and Kosack 1973:19). In  f a c t ,  when modern

in te r n a t io n a l  m ig ra tio n s  a re  compared w ith  th o se  o f th e  p a s t ,  th e re  i s

th e  im p lied  b e l i e f  th a t  today government r e g u la t io n s  c o n tro l a g a in s t

sev e re  e x p lo i ta t io n .  C .P. K in d ieb erg er ( 1965: 647- 658) ,  in  h i s  conq>ari-

son o f  contenqjorary in tira-E urop ean movements and p a s t  in te r n a t io n a l

m ig ra tio n s , notes*

The m ajor d if f e r e n c e  . . .  l i e s  in  th e  c o r r e c t io n ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  th e  
a tte m p t a t  c o r re c t io n  o f  th e  abuses o f  e x p lo i ta t io n  which such 
mass movements can le a d  to .  In  Germany and F rance , f o r  example, 
th e  r e c r u i t in g  i s  ( to d a y ) done by  government a s  w e ll a s  by em­
p lo y e r .

This b e l i e f  in  f r e e ,  u n c o n tro lle d  m ig ra tio n  o f  th e  p a s t  i s  m ain ta ined  

by a  number o f  m ig ra tio n  s c h o la rs  ( e . g . ,  B e i je r  1969:25; C a s tle s  and Ko­

sack 1973:19; Edding 1958:239). W hile i t  may be reaso n ab ly  expec ted  th a t  

p o s t - in d u s t r i a l  s o c ie t i e s  would be more capab le  o f  c o n tro l ,  th e  p re-w ar 

movements were n o t ,  a s  B e i je r  (1969:25) c la im s, a  " r a th e r  haphazard , 

c a tc h -a s -c a tc h -c a n  a f f a i r "  o f  th e  p a s t .  As e a r ly  a s  1905» re c ru itm e n t 

and placem ent o f  fo re ig n  w orkers were c e n tr a l iz e d  and c o n tro l le d  by th e  

c o o p e ra tiv e  employment ag en c ie s  o f  th e  D eutsche F e ld a rb e l te r z e n tr a le  

which by 19IO became known as  th e  D eutsche A rb e i te rz e n tr a le  (B ergdB rfer 

1931: 377) .  By 1920, a  number o f  s u p ra lo c a l a g en c ie s  and i n t e r e s t  groups 

e . g . ,  t ra d e  u n io n s , a g r ic u l tu r a l  o rg a n iz a tio n s , e t c . ,  were p la c in g  p re s ­

s u re  on th e  government to  l i m i t  enqaloyment o f  fo re ig n e rs .  T h ro u ^ o u t
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th e  f i r s t  th re e  decades, c o n tro l o f  fo re ig n  m igran t la b o r  was g ra d u a lly  

assumed by p u b lic  employment o f f ic e s  u n t i l  1933 when i t  was o f f i c i a l l y  

p laced  under th e  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  P lacem ent and Unemployment In su ran ce  

(W underlich 1961:64),

In  a d d it io n  to  growing governm ental su p e rv is io n  w ith in  Germany, 

s p e c ia l  in te rg o v e rn m en ta l t r e a t i e s ,  such a s  th a t  between Germany and 

Poland in  1927, w ere concluded which re g u la te d  th e  sea so n a l im m igration 

o f  w o ik e rs . The t r e a ty  w ith  P oland co n ta in ed  a  number o f  c la u se s  which 

o s te n s ib ly  p ro te c te d  th e  m ig ra n t 's  I n t e r e s t s ,  W underlich ( 1961: 65) 

n o te s :

The t r e a ty  accorded  P o lish  a g r ic u l tu r a l  w oikers th e  same t r e a t ­
ment enjoyed by German w oikers in  a l l  m a tte rs  p e r ta in in g  to  t h e i r  
p ro te c t io n ,  freedom o f  a s s o c ia t io n ,  p u b lic  a s s is ta n c e ,  and th e  
r e g u la t io n  o f  th e  co n d itio n s  o f  woifc, in c lu d in g  a r b i t r a t i o n ,  la b o r  
c o u r t  p ro ced u res . They were e x e m p t from income ta x ,  e n t i t l e d  to  
a c c id e n t and s ic k n e ss  in su ra n ce ,

Landau (1939 :200 ), in  commenting on P o lis h  m ig ra tio n  in  th e  second p re ­

war p e r io d , le n d s  f u r th e r  su p p o rt to  th e  n o tio n  th a t  m ig ra tio n s  were 

c a r e f u l ly  re g u la te d :

The o u ts ta n d in g  fe a tu re  o f  sea so n a l em ig ra tio n , w hatever th e  
d e s t in a t io n ,  i s  a  maiked deg ree  o f  s t a t e  in te r f e r e n c e .  The govern­
ments concerned do n o t m erely la y  down th e  le g a l  r u le s  t h a t  govern 
th e  m ig ra tio n  movements, b u t a ls o  f i x  th e  em ig ra tion  o r  immigra­
t io n  q u o ta s , th e  co n d itio n s  o f  work, and above a l l  th e  r a t e s  o f 
pay . The p u b lic  a u th o r i t i e s  ta k e  an a c t iv e  p a r t  in  re c ru itm e n t; 
in  many ca se s  th e  m ig ran t has no say  in  th e  ch o ice  o f  h is  em ployer.

This seem ingly  f a i r  tre a tm e n t re q u ire d  by th e  in te rgovernm en ta l

t r e a t i e s  d id  n o t  a r i s e  sim ply from a l t r u i s t i c  m otives b u t grew o u t o f

p re s s u re s  by German la b o r  unions to  fo rc e  equal pay , s im i la r  work lo a d s ,

and th e  same r a t e s  f o r  piecew ork and overtim e f o r  a l l  w o ikers. In  o rd e r

to  p r o te c t  German w orkers, th e  unions were a b le  to  push t h r o u ^  annual
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quotas f o r  fo re ig n  la b o r e r s .  In  1914, th e  quo ta  reached a  h l ^  o f  

436,000 b u t dropped to  zero  by 1932 when dom estic  unemployment was wide­

sp read  (W underlich I96I 162) .  The v e ry  n ex t y e a r , however, th e  r i s e  to  

power o f  A dolf H i t l e r  s ig n a l le d  th e  beginn ing  o f  a  c e n t r a l ly  d ire c te d  

war economy. By 1937» fo re ig n  w orkers were once ag a in  flo o d in g  in to  

Germany and w ith  th e  ou tb reak  o f  th e  wax a  new and unique c h ap te r  opened 

in  th e  h i s to r y  o f  Germany's e x p lo i ta t io n  o f  fo re ig n  manpower,

3 , Foreign  Labor in  N azi Germany: 1939-1945 

A l th o u ^  Wilhelm I I  had attenqpted to  u t i l i z e  fo rced  la b o r  from 

Belgium in  I 916, a  p lan  abandoned because o f  in te rn a t io n a l  moral in d ig ­

n a tio n , th e  Nazi regim e was in s e n s i t iv e  to  o u ts id e  p re s su re  and launched  

in  th e  course  o f  th e  war e la b o ra te  program s f o r  th e  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  v o l­

u n ta ry  and fo rced  la b o r  from o th e r  European c o u n tr ie s .  I r o n ic a l ly ,  th e  

N azis who prom ised to  l i b e r a t e  Germany from h e r  dependence on "subhuman" 

a l ie n s  became th e  v e ry  in s tru m en t by which an unprecedented number o f  

fo re ig n e rs  was b r o u ^ t  to  th e  R eich . As e a r ly  a s  1937» th e  N azis were 

fo rced  to  tu rn  to  fo re ig n  la b o r ,  a  dependence which c o n s ta n tly  p lagued  

th e i r  r a c i s t  Untermensch p h ilo so p h y . In  h is  d e f in i t iv e  s tu d y . Foreign  

Labor in  N azi Germany. Edward Homze (1967:311) la b e l le d  th e  a l ie n  la b o r  

program a  "microcosm o f  th e  Nazi world" com plete w ith  th e  f a n a t ic a l  

c o n tra d ic t io n s , opportunism , and im p ro v isa tio n  which c h a ra c te r iz e d  th e  

H i t le r ia n  s t a t e .

With th e  a r r i v a l  o f  t o t a l  war m o b iliz a tio n  and th e  c o n sc r ip tio n  

o f  a d u l t  German m ales in to  th e  m il i ta r y ,  th e  n a t io n 's  la b o r  sh o rta g es  

became in c re a s in g ly  ch ro n ic  le a d in g  to  c o n s ta n tly  stepped-up r a t e s  o f
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re c ru itm e n t o f  both v o lu n ta ry  auid fo rce d  fo re ig n  w orkers. I t  was n o t ,  

however, u n t i l  th e  f a l l  o f  19^1 th a t  th e  in f lu x  o f  fo re ig n e rs  reached  

pre-W orld War I  le v e l s ;  by 1942 a lm ost o n e -fo u rth  o f  th e  t o t a l  la b o r  

fo rc e  was made up o f  a l ie n s  (W underlich 1961:348). Under th e  co n tin u in g  

c o n d itio n s  o f  w ar, Germany's tapp ing  o f  fo re ig n  la b o r  re s e rv e s  was in te n ­

s i f i e d  on an unprecedented s c a le .

While th e  h y s te r ia  o f  World War I I  c e r ta in ly  c re a te d  unusual 

co n d itio n s  in  Germany, th e  case o f  fo re ig n  la b o r  s e rv e s  to  h i ^ i l i ^ t  

th e  r e c u r re n t  dependency o f  th e  German in d u s t r ia l  economy on la b o r  p o o ls  

from fo re ig n  n a tio n s . The a c tu a l need f o r  fo re ig n  la b o r ,  a lthough  r e a l  

e n o u ^  as  th e  war p ro g ressed , was i n i t i a l l y  a s  much a  p ro d u c t o f  Nazi 

ideo logy  as  economic n e c e s s i ty .  With t h e i r  b e l i e f  th a t  women belonged 

in  th e  home, th e  Nazis sh ied  away from com plete in t e n s i f i c a t i o n  o f 

n a tio n a l la b o r  re s e rv e s  and opted in s te a d  to  seek manpower from beyond 

t h e i r  own b o rd er (Homze 196?:lO ). T his p o lic y , which s to o d  in  co n tra ­

d ic t io n  to  th e  Nazi p ledge to  r i d  Germany o f  u n d e s ira b le s , b r o u ^ t  abou t 

a d d itio n a l e f f o r t s  to  j u s t i f y  th e i r  a c t io n  to  them selves and th e  German 

pulxLic. P a r t i a l l y ,  t h i s  c o n f l ic t  between p ro fe s se d  id e a ls  and r e a l i t y  

ex p la in s  th e  h a rsh  trea tm en t handed to  a l ie n s  a s  w ell a s  Germans who 

re fu sed  to  keep a  p ro p e r  r e la t io n s h ip  w ith  th e  fo re ig n e rs .

I n i t i a l l y ,  Nazi le a d e rs  j u s t i f i e d  fo re ig n  la b o r  re c ru itm e n t 

by p u b lic ly  a s s e r t in g  t h a t  th e  use o f  a l i e n s  would be tem porary, a  

b e l ie f  which underscored  auid guided th e  t r a n s i to r y  p o l ic ie s  and make­

s h i f t  f a c i l i t i e s  geared toward h an d lin g  fo r e ig n e rs .  Furtherm ore, th e  

N azis propagandized  th a t  fo re ig n e rs  would be used  o n ly  in  o ccupations 

u n f i t  f o r  Germans and excluded from "noble" jo b s  such a s  a g r ic u l tu re
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and m ining. T h is p led g e , in  tu rn , le d  to  f u r th e r  d isc re p a n c ie s  between 

deed and a c t  when th e  war economy, w ith  i t s  heavy demands on arms manu­

fa c tu r in g , c a l le d  f o r  th e  e f f ic ie n c y  o f German w o A ers, th e reb y  channel­

in g  i n c r e a s i n g y la rg e  numbers o f  a l ie n s  in to  th e  v e ry  occupation—a g r i ­

c u l tu re —which was, by way o f  th e  B lu t und Boden ph ilo sophy , ^ o r i f i e d  

and o s te n s ib ly  he ld  o f f  l im i t s  to  a l l  b u t th e  "pu re” r a c e . As th e  war 

con tinued , more and more fo re ig n e rs  were s h i f te d  in to  a g r ic u l tu r a l  work; 

in  f a c t ,  a l i e n s  a c tu a l ly  managed farm s in  some re g io n s  (W underlich I 96I :  

350) .  Thus, th e  s e lf -p ro c la im ed  p ro te c to r s  o f  r a c i a l  p u r i ty  and V e r i ­

f i e r s  o f  p e a sa n t v a lu e s  i r o n i c a l ly  p layed  an a c t iv e  r o l e  in  th e  very  

undoing o f  th e  sac red  bond between th e  German and h is  e a r th .

The N azi fo re ig n  la b o r  program, however, was n o t guided by 

a  m o n o lith ic  p o lic y  bu t by c o n s ta n tly  s h i f t i n g  s t r a t e g i e s  which decreed  

d i f f e r e n t i a l  tre a tm e n t to  th e  v a rio u s  n a t i o n a l i t i e s .  Depending on o r ig in ,  

the  fo re ig n e rs  s to o d  in  v a ry in g  degrees o f  a c c e p ta b i l i ty  to  th e  N a z is ' 

concept o f  r a c i a l  p u r i ty .  In  th e  most g e n e ra l te rm s, fo re ig n e rs  were 

d iv id ed  in to  two ty p esi th o se  d e s tin e d  to  rem ain fo re ig n  because o f  

"blood" and th o se  o f  German a n c e s try , such a s  th e  South T yro lese , o r  

th e  Sudeten D eutsche. Germans who were r e tu rn in g  to  th e  R eich. Of th e  

non-German fo r e ig n e r s ,  th e  W estern European w oikers ( e . g . ,  French, B el- 

gisui, Dutch) eind n a t io n a l i t i e s  f r ie n d ly  to  th e  Reich ( e . g . ,  I t a l i a n s ,  

Spanish) ranked c lo s e r  to  German " p u rity "  than  P o le s , R ussians, and 

o th e r  e a s te rn  Europeans who c o n s t i tu te d  th e  Untermensch o f  N azi p h i lo ­

sophy, The tre a tm e n t and a t t i t u d e s  toward th e  v a rio u s  groups v a r ie d  

a c c o rf in g  to  t h e i r  p o s i t io n  on th e  r a c i a l  s c a le ;  W estern w oikers and 

th o se  from sym pathetic  c o u n tr ie s  were t r e a te d  ex trem ely  w e ll, e spe-
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d a l l y  v o lu n ta ry  m ig ran ts , bu t P o le s  and R ussians were allow ed  on ly

th e  b a s ic  n e c e s s i t i e s  to  in s u re  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  to  woik. L ike th e  Jews,

th e  e a s te rn  w orkers were re q u ire d  to  wear an i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  emblem and

re c e iv e d  an a b so lu te  minimum in  wages, food, c lo th in g ,  and housing . As

th e  o b je c t  o f  r a c i a l  h a tre d , th e  e a s te rn  w orker became th e  v ic tim  o f  a

Nazi s e l f - f u l f i l l i n g  prophecy, Homze ( 1967*169) n o te s :

O ften h is  p o o r c lo th e s ,  gaunt f e a tu r e s ,  and s tra n g e  mannerisms 
seemed to  r e in fo r c e  th e  image o f  i n f e r i o r i t y  t h a t  Nazi propagan­
d i s t s  had so a ss id u o u s ly  c u l t iv a te d  in  th e  minds o f  th e  German 
p e o p le . In  s h o r t ,  he was su b je c te d  to  l i t e r a l l y  thousands o f  
m inute l e g a l  and q u a s i- le g a l  d is c r im in a tio n s , he was alw ays in  
a  s p e c ia l  c a te g o ry .

R ecru itm ent o f  a l ie n  w oikers was c a r r ie d  o u t by numerous meth­

ods. In  th e  e a r ly  war y e a rs , th e  Nazi government e n te re d  in to  la b o r  

agreem ents w ith  f r ie n d ly  n a tio n s  ( e . g . ,  I t a l y ,  C ro a tia , S lo v ak ia , Hun­

gary , Rumania, B u lg a ria , and Spain) which p ro v id ed  " g u e s t w oikers" who 

were t r e a te d  in  most re s p e c ts  a s  eq u als  to  German w orkers (W underlich 

1961*346) ,  Y et, such v o lu n ta ry  w oikers made up a  sm all p e rcen tag e  o f  

th e  t o t a l I  in  f a c t ,  Sauckel, H i t l e r 's  p le n ip o te n t ia r y  o f  la b o r , ad m itted  

th a t  l e s s  than  200,000 o f  f iv e  m illio n  a l i e n  w oikers had come to  th e  

Reich v o lu n ta r i ly  (Nuremberg P ro ceed in g s, 1946-1950*314), The m a jo r ity  

o f th e  w orkers were coerced  in to  th e  Reich by e i th e r  i n d i r e c t  p re s s u re , 

such a s  th re a te n in g  to  w ithho ld  s t a t e  b e n e f i t s ,  o r  by th e  d i r e c t  fo rc e  

o f  ro und ing  up a l i e n s  and p la c in g  them in  la b o r  camps (W underlich 196I* 

346). The e a s te rn  w oikers in  p a r t i c u l a r  were s u b je c te d  to  sy stem a tic  

rem oval; they  were f i r s t  r e g is te r e d ,  p o l i t i c a l l y  and p h y s ic a l ly  examined, 

marched by fo o t  to  r a i l r o a d  s t a t io n s ,  t r a n s p o r te d  to  Germany on s p e c ia l  

f r e i ^ t  t r a i n s ,  and p la ce d  in  la b o r  canç»s b e fo re  th e  f i n a l  s ta g e  o f  d i s ­

t r ib u t io n  to  e n ç lo y e rs . W underlich (1961*34?) r e p o r t s  on a  " ty p ic a l
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s t r e e t  scene" in  th e  m aiket p la c e  o f  an a g r ic u l tu r a l  town in  Wtlrttem­

berg where P o lis h  w orkers had been shipped f o r  a g r ic u l tu r a l  work:

The P o le s  were grouped to g e th e r ;  they  co u ld  n o t speak German and 
had no I n te r p r e te r s ,  The farm ers went among them and chose them 
l i k e  c a t t l e .  I f  I t  happened th a t  one fa rm er chose th e  husband 
and a n o th e r th e  w ife , th e  P o le s  made f r a n t i c  a tte m p ts  to  d is c lo s e  
t h e i r  r e la t io n s h ip .  L a te r , however. I t  was d isco v e red  th a t  sepa­
r a t io n  o f  f a m il ie s  Im paired perform ance, and s p e c ia l  r e g u la t io n s  
p ro v id ed  th a t  f a m il ie s  be a l lo c a te d  to g e th e r .

The Inhumane tre a tm e n t accorded to  c e r ta in  n a t io n a l i t i e s  by 

the  N azis , however, does n o t mean, a s  some w r i te r s  have argued, t h a t  

o f f i c i a l  p o lic y  was c a r r ie d  o u t " z e a lo u s ly  by most p eop le  who cajne In  

c o n ta c t w ith  w oikers" (C a s t le s  and Kosack 1973*24). W hile th e  xenophobic 

h y s te r ia  o f  Nazi Germamy must have fo s te re d  a  degree  o f su sp ic io n  tow ard 

a l ie n s  l i v i n g  in  th e  R eich, th e re  i s  no conv incing  evidence th a t  th e  

German p u b lic  overwhelmlng3.y accep ted  th e  o f f lc ia i l  propaganda. The 

very  f a c t  th a t  sev e re  punishm ent amd c o n s ta n t s a n c tio n s  were n e ce ssa ry , 

sheds some doubt on th e  enthusiasm  o f  th e  popu lace  f o r  th e  N azis ' r u le s  

concern ing  fo re ig n  w o ik ers , H e in rich  Hlramler, a c t in g  on a  G oerlng d i r e c ­

t iv e ,  o rd e red  an a r r e s t  o f  a l l  Germans hav ing  sex u a l r e l a t io n s  o r  lo v e  

a f f a i r s  w ith  P o le s  and th a t  th ey  be p u b lic ly  h u m ilia ted  b efo re  being  

se n t to  c o n c e n tra tio n  camps. In  th e  case  o f  P o le s , a  sex u a l o ffen se  

meant d e a th  and Hlmmler I s  re p u te d  to  have "uncerem oniously" hanged 

180 P o l is h  farm  w oikers f o r  hav ing  In te rc o u rs e  w ith  German women (Homze 

1967:40-41). For Germans m erely a s s i s t i n g  P o le s , a  s h o r t  Im prisonm ent 

was re q u e s te d .

Homze (1967*292-293) has argued t h a t  much o f  th e  ha rsh  t r e a t ­

ment d e a l t  o u t to  a l i e n  w oikers was a  p lanned  p o lic y  to  f o s te r  a  b e l i e f  

among th e  German w oikers th a t  th e  government had In  mind t h e i r  I n t e r e s t
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f i r s t .  Yet, a t  th e  g ra s s ro o ts  le v e l ,  Nazi propaganda was f a r  from suc­

c e s s fu l :

Judg ing  from N azi and W estern so u rces , th e  German p e a sa n ts , in  
p a r t i c u l a r , p a id  too l i t t l e  a t te n t io n  to  th e  o f f i c i a l  p o l ic ie s  
o f  d is c r im in a tio n  toward fo re ig n e rs , much to  th e  d i s t r e s s  o f  
Nazi o ff ic ia ld o m . F req u en tly , fo re ig n  woricers a te  a t  th e  same 
ta b le  w ith  th e  p e asa n ts  and rece iv ed  th e  same tre a tm e n t a s  
German farm  hands.

I f  th e  o b v io u sly  complex view o f  th e  German working p u b lic  can 

be summarized a t  a l l  i t  was t h a t  they , to o , f e l t  them selves v ic tim s  o f  

e x p lo ita t io n  and t h e i r  synçathy  f o r  the  fo re ig n  w oiker was tendered  

by t h e i r  own d e p r iv a tio n s  under th e  c o n d itio n s  o f  war. Indeed , toward 

th e  end o f  th e  war when id e o lo g ic a l rac ism  took a  back s e a t  to  economic 

r e a l i t y ,  th e  s ta tu s  o f  th e  fo re ig n  worker changed a c c o rd in ^ y  so th a t  

by l a t e  1944, even th e  h a ted  E as te rn  European was o f f i c i a l l y  la b e l le d  

a  "g u es t worker" and extended th e  same p r iv i le g e s  a s  German w orkers.^

In  th e  f in a l  days o f  th e  war when th e  s o c ia l  o rd e r c o lla p se d . W estern 

o b serv ers  p re d ic te d  th a t  fo re ig n  workers would seek revenge a g a in s t  

th e i r  form er o p p re s so rs . However, w ith  th e  ex cep tion  o f  a  few i s o la te d  

ev en ts , th e  fo re ig n e rs  rem ained am azingly p a s s iv e , j u s t  as  they  had 

th roughout t h e i r  German ex p erien ce . A fte r  th e  y ears  o f  e x i le  in  fo rced  

la b o r , t h e i r  main d e s i r e  was to  r e tu rn  home a lth o u g h  a s t a r t l i n g  750,000 

m ainly from th e  e a s t ,  r e je c te d  r e p a t r ia t io n  and rem ained in  Germany 

(Homze 196?:298; S h i l s  1946:15).

While th e  unusual c ircum stances o f  Germany under N ational 

S oc ia lism  would le a d  one to  conclude n o n -co rq )a rab ility  between th e  e a r ­

l i e r  p e r io d s  and th e  p re s e n t  age o f  v o lu n ta ry  movements, th e  wartim e 

phenomenon cannot be sim ply  d ism issed  a s  th e  p ro d u c t o f  a sm all c i r c l e  

o f  mad men. The u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  fo re ig n  la b o r ,  w hile  i n te n s i f i e d  under
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c o n d itio n s  o f  war, was a  c o n tin u a tio n  o f  a  German need as  o ld  a s  the

Reich i t s e l f  and one which was resumed w ith in  a  few y ears  a f t e r  the  war

ended. The h is to r ia n  W illiam  McNeill ( 19?4 i173-174) p in p o in ted  th e

a t t r a c t io n  o f th e  German in d u s t r ia l  o r b i t  when he w rote:

When economic boom co n d itio n s  re tu rn e d  to  w este rn  Europe a f t e r  
1948, men who had worked as  s la v e  la b o re rs  in  German f a c to r ie s  
during  th e  war were ready  enough to  re tu rn  to  Germany ag a in  as 
fa c to ry  w orkers. Thousands o f  o th e rs  fo llow ed . More g e n e ra lly , 
th e  postw ar success  o f  the  Common M arket was s u re ly  f a c i l i t a t e d  
by r e c o l le c t io n s  o f  th e  m assive tra n s n a tio n a l m ig ra tio n s  th a t  
had taken p la ce  d u rin g  th e  war, when s o ld ie r s  and p r is o n e rs  o f  
war as w ell a s  c iv i l i a n  s la v e  la b o re rs  had c r is s - c ro s s e d  E urope 's  
n a tio n a l boundaries by th e  hundreds o f  thousands. The b reak­
down o f E u ro p e 's  n a tio n a l  b a r r ie r s  th u s  app ears  as  the  i r o n ic  
and a l to g e th e r  unexpected bu t p robably  most l a s t i n g  monument to  
H i t l e r 's  , , ,  c a re e r ,

4 , Conclusion

In  comparing p a s t  and p re s e n t in tra -E u ro p ean  m ig ra tio n ,

R, D e sc lo itre s  (19&7 :24) a r t i c u la te d  a  g e n e ra lly  accep ted  h i s to r i c a l  

in te r p r e ta t io n  when he concluded: "There can be no doubt t h a t  th e  p re s e n t  

s i tu a t io n  d i f f e r s  c o n sid e rab ly  from p rev ious o n e s ."  Today, i t  i s  argued, 

m igration  flow s from M editerranean  c o u n tr ie s  northw ard  a c ro ss  th e  Alps 

in s te a d  o f  from E ast to  West, th e  m igran ts tend  to  be employed in  non- 

a g r ic u l tu r a l  jo b s  in s te a d  o f  a g r ic u l tu r e ,  and governm ental guidance i s  

om nipresent in s te a d  o f  m ain ta in in g  th e  p re-w ar l a i s s e z - f a i r e  s ta n c e . 

N e v e rth e le ss , a s  th e  h i s to r i c a l  re c o n s id e ra tio n  in  t h i s  c h a p te r  has 

a ttem pted  to  i l l u s t r a t e ,  th e  d if fe re n c e s  in  th e  German case a re  n o t as  

ab so lu te  a s  g e n e ra lly  b e lie v e d . While th e  ten d en c ie s  caJinot be den ied , 

h i s to r i c a l  evidence c a s ts  some doubt on s e v e ra l o f  th e se  assum ptions.

As dem onstrated  h e re , a l ie n s  have been employed h e a v ily  in  in d u s t r i a l ly -  

r e la te d  occupations th roughou t Germany's re c e n t h i s to r y  and th e  n a tio n a l
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government has p lay ed  an a c t iv e  r e g u la t in g  ro le  in  m ig ra tio n .

While i t  i s  c e r ta in ly  tru e  th a t  today West Germany reach es  

g re a te r  d is ta n c e s  f o r  la b o r ,  e .g . ,  th e  M editerranean reg io n  and even 

A sia and th e  A m ericas, a  number o f  th e  o ld e r  stream s remain i n t a c t .  In  

1971, Germany's ne ighbors c o n tr ib u te d  over o n e -q u a rte r  m illio n  w orkers 

to  Germany's economy (B u n d esan s ta lt f ü r  A rb e it 1971:74), As b e fo re ,

I t a l i a n ,  Spanish , and Yugoslav wodcers f in d  t h e i r  way to  Germany; in  f a c t ,
2

some fa m ilie s  have m igrated  northw est fo r  over th re e  g e n e ra tio n s . Al­

though p o l i t i c a l  and id e o lo g ic a l  f a c to r s  have in te rv e n ed  to  v i r t u a l l y  

h a l t  e a s te rn  European m ig ra tio n  to  th e  t e r r i t o r y  now com prising th e  

F edera l R epublic o f  Germany, t h i s  does n o t mean th a t  westward m ig ra tio n s  

have ceased . I t  has r e c e n t ly  been re p o r te d  th a t  12,000 P o lis h  and 13,000 

Hungarian w orkers a lo n g  w ith  5»000 m igran ts from o th e r  e a s te rn  European 

c o u n tr ie s  were employed in  th e  German Democratic R epublic . In  a d d itio n , 

an unknown number o f  P o lis h  f r o n t i e r  w oikers i s  employed in  E a s t Germany 

and in  I 967 the  D em ocratic R epublic a ttem pted  to  r e c r u i t  1,500 P o lis h  

women f o r  worfc in  th e  border re g io n  (BOhning 1974:20). There were some 

s p e c ia l  cases o f l im ite d  la b o r  m ig ra tio n  from s o c i a l i s t  c o u n tr ie s  ( e . g . ,  

P oland , Rumania) in to  th e  F ed era l Republic o f  Germany a s  w e ll (BOhning 

1974:21).

No d isc u ss io n  o f  m ig ra tio n  in to  Germany can be com plete w ith ­

o u t m ention o f  th e  la rg e  numbers o f  r e p a t r ia te d  Germans, p r im a r i ly  from 

the  form er e a s te rn  t e r r i t o r i e s .  Today, s in c e  re tu rn in g  German descen­

d an ts  have immediate claim  to  German c i t iz e n s h ip ,  th ey  a re  excluded from 

th e  fo re ig n  la b o r  q u e s tio n . Yet, in  th e  pre-W orld War I I  p e r io d , th e se  

same p o p u la tio n s  d id  n o t norm ally  possess  German c i t iz e n s h ip  and th u s
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were c la s s i f i e d  a s  a l ie n s  in  th e  o f f i c i a l  re c o rd s , A c co rd in ^ y , when 

modem w r ite r s  e s tim a te  p a s t  im m igration volumes in to  Germany, th ey  

fo rg e t  th a t  u n u su a lly  la rg e  numbers o f  th e  s o -c a l le d  a l ie n s  were a c tu ­

a l l y  R eich sd eu tsch e , Germans abroad who were e th n ic a l ly  German b u t fo re ig n  

by b i r th  and n a t io n a l i ty .  P r io r  to  th e  F i r s t  World War, about o n e - th i r ­

te e n th  o f  the  t o t a l  im m igrants were German; d u rin g  th e  war, t h e i r  num­

ber ro se  to  o n e - f i f th ;  by 1920, th a t  number had reached  th r e e - te n th s ,  

and by 1925 com prised tw o -th ird s  o f  th e  t o t a l  im m igration  volume ( i n t e r ­

n a tio n a l Labor Review 1922:312-313). Commenting on th e  1925 fo re ig n  

worker p o p u la tio n , BergdO rfer (1931:389) took n o te  o f  th e  German speak­

in g  im m igrants:

. . .  th e  m a jo r ity  o f  a l ie n s  r e s id in g  in  Germany a re  " fo re ig n e rs "  
on ly  as re g a rd s  t h e i r  c i t iz e n s h ip .  T w o-th irds o f  th e se  a re  so - 
c a l le d  "o u tla n d e rs"  -  r o u ^ l y  700,000 o u t o f  th e  900,000 have 
German as t h e i r  mother tongue and th u s  a r e  in c lu d ed  w ith in  th e  
German speak ing  p eo p les ; b u t they  a re  n o t German in  c i t iz e n s h ip  
o r in h e r i ta n c e .

From 1945 u n t i l  1950» over 9*5 m ill io n  German e x p e llee s  and 

re fu g ees  en te red  West Germany (Schechtmen 1962:298), In  f a c t ,  some 

econom ists ( e , g , ,  K in d ieb erg er 1967: 28- 36) have noted  th a t  th e  d ry in g  

up o f  t h i s  la b o r  re s e rv e  in  th e  e a r ly  1950s b r o u ^ t  German i n d u s t r i a l i s t s  

and government o f f i c i a l s  to  c a s t  t h e i r  n e t  in to  th e  M editerranean  reg io n  

f o r  new sources o f  manpower. A lthough th e  r e p a t r i a t e d  Germans were 

le g a l ly  German c i t i z e n s ,  com petition  over s c a rc e  re so u rc e s , such a s  hous­

in g  and jo b s , and c u l tu r a l  d if f e r e n c e s  b rough t abou t an in te rg ro u p  h o s t i ­

l i t y  between th e  r e s id e n t  German p o p u la tio n  and th e  newcomers s im i la r  

in  c o u n tle ss  ways to  th e  p a t te r n  o f in te rg ro u p  r e la t io n s  which e x i s t s  

today between M editerranean  m igran ts and German n a t io n a ls .
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Due to  th e  im m ensity and com plexity  o f  th e  s u b je c t ,  i t  i s  l i t t l e  

wonder th a t  s tu d e n ts  o f  in tra -E u ro p ean  m ig ra tio n  have s t r e s s e d  th e  d iv e r ­

s i t y  o f h i s t o r i c a l  s i tu a t io n s  w h ile  shying away from seek ing  compara­

t iv e  g e n e r a l iz a t io n s .  N e v e rth e le ss , a  number o f  com m onalities which 

c ro s s -c u t  th e  enormous range o f  h i s t o r i c a l  v a g a r ie s  can be d isco v e re d .

The b asic  theme, m oreover, i s  e s ta b lis h e d :  th e  inward flow  o f  la b o r  from 

Europe 's la b o r  s u rp lu s  p e r ip h e ry  tow ard th e  u rb a n - in d u s t r ia l  h e a r tla n d  

i s  a p ro cess  a s  o ld  a s  European in d u s tr ia l is m . This re g io n a l s t r u c tu r a l  

t i e  has m ain ta ined  a  c e n tu ry -o ld  c o n tin u ity  th re a te n e d  o n ly  by extrem e 

economic d e p re ss io n . G en era lly  sp eak in g , th e  la b o r  in s e r t in g  n a tio n s  

tu rn  to  e x tr a -n a t io n a l  la b o r  re s e rv e s  when t h e i r  own in te r n a l  re s e rv e s  

have been f u l l y  employed, In  e ssen ce , th e re fo re , the  a l i e n  im m igrant 

comes to  Germany to  a c c e p t a  jo b  abandoned by a  German n a t io n a l ;  th e  

jo b  i s  by d e f in i t io n  a  lo w -s ta tu s  one . F urtherm ore, th e  r e c e iv in g  n a tio n  

m ain ta in s s p ig o t  c o n tro l over th e  a l i e n  p o p u la tio n ; th e  w oikers can be 

ex p elled  a lm o st a t  w i l l .  S ince th e  w orkers’ s i tu a t io n  i s  p e rc e iv e d  

as  tem porary by a l l  p a r t i e s ,  in c lu d in g  th e  m ig ran ts , few perm anent 

p ro v is io n s  a re  made and n ecessa ry  l i v in g  concessions a re  b rough t about 

g rudg ing ly  and w ith o u t lo n g -te rm  p la n n in g . Because the  m ig ran t e n te r s  

a t  the  lo w e st rungs on th e  o c cu p a tio n a l la d d e r ,  h i s  e n t i r e  l i f e s t y l e  

w i l l  tend  to  r e f l e c t  t h i s  socio-econom ic p o s i t io n .  R eg ard less  o f  e th ­

n ic  o r ig in s ,  a l l  groups fa c e  s im i la r  ad ap tiv e  problem s due to  t h e i r  p o s i ­

t io n  in  German s o c ie ty .  P a s t  d e s c r ip t io n s  o f  m igran t s o c ia l  c o n d itio n s  

and a d a p ta tio n s  a re  am azingly re m in isc e n t o f  to d a y 's  p a t te r n s .  A cross 

one hundred y ears  o f  m ig ran t la b o r  in  Germany, one f in d s  e th n ic  en claves
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housed in  run-down s e c to r s  o f  in d u s t r ia l  towns o r  m akesh ift wooden 

b a rra c k s . In  fo re ig n  worker co n ce n tra tio n  a re a s ,  w hether p a s t  o r  p re s ­

e n t ,  one f in d s  s im i la r  scenes and ev en ts i fo re ig n  b a rs , c a fe s , s o c ia l  

c e n te r s ,  m igran t new spapers, c u l tu r a l  f e s t i v i t i e s ,  and language co u rses , 

A lso , d is c r im in a tio n , e th n ic  c o n f l i c t ,  and c u l tu r a l  m isunderstand ing  

can be seen as  re c u r r in g  r e s u l t s  growing o u t o f  c o n ta c t between Germans 

and m igran ts a c ro ss  th e  decades. Although such a  ta sk  i s  n e i th e r  

p o s s ib le  no r f e a s ib le  f o r  th e  purposes o f  th e  p re s e n t  in v e s t ig a t io n ,  

an in -d e p th  h i s t o r i c a l  exam ination o f  th e se  and o th e r  f a c e ts  o f  immi­

g ra tio n  in to  Germany i s  s o re ly  needed f o r  a  p ro p e r u n derstand ing  o f  

European la b o r  m ig ra tio n s .



46

NOTES

 ̂ In  -post-wax Germany, much has been made o f re p u te d  l i n g u i s t i c  
s h i f t s  from th e  use  o f  F rem darbe lte r ( a l i e n  w orker) to  G asta r-  
b e i te r  (g u e s t  w orker). According to  some w r i te r s  (F ie tk a u  1972; 
Schoenback 1970; U hlig  1974), -this s h i f t  sym bolizes th e  g u i l t  
f e e l in g s  h e ld  by modem Germans because o f  t h e i r  n a t io n 's  t r e a t ­
ment o f  fo re ig n  w orkers in  th e  p a s t .  One s o c io lo g is t  (Schoen- 
bach 1970) even w rote a  m ajor p s y c h o lin g u is tic  work based on th e  
assum ption th a t  th e  term  "g u e s t worker" i s  a  p o s t-w ar developm ent. 
During my re s e a rc h , however, I  d isco v e red  th a t  a s  e a r ly  a s  J u ly  
1943, H i t l e r 's  p le n ip o te n t ia ry  o f  la b o r ,  F r i t z  Sauckel, had o f f i ­
c i a l l y  d e sc rib e d  fo re ig n  workers as  "g u es t w orkers" (s e e  F ried  
1945*197 and an ex erp t from a  le a d in g  e d i to r i a l  in  th e  Frank­
f u r t e r  Z e itu n g  o f  J u ly  29, 1943). A lready in  1942, a  fo re ig n  
co rresponden t r e la te d  th e  term  A rb e itsg fts te  (work g u es ts ) in  
h is  r e p o r t  (F r ie d  1945:195)»

^ For exanple , R obert S ten g l (1974), in  Zw eites D eutsches Fernsehen 
(German T e le v is io n , Channel I I ) ,  produced a  s p e c ia l  documentary 
r e p o r t  on th e  Yugoslav v i l l a g e  o f  A rzano. In  the  v i l l a g e  today , 
g ra n d fa th e r , f a th e r ,  and sons o f  many fa m ilie s  have a l l  made 
s e p a ra te  t r i p s ,  in  d i f f e r e n t  decades, to  work in  German f a c to r i e s .



CHAPTER I I I

CONTEMPORARY MEDITERRANEAN LABOR MIGRATIONS 

TO THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY

1. In tro d u c tio n

A lthough m assive t r a n s n a tio n a l  p o p u la tio n  t r a n s f e r s  have long  

a f f e c te d  th e  European s o c ia l  o rd e r , e th n o lo g is ts  in te r e s te d  in  th e  Con­

t i n e n t  have r a r e ly  co n sidered  m ig ra tion  a s  a  c r u c ia l  v a r ia b le  in  t h e i r  

re s e a rc h . T his n e g le c t i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  j u s t i f y  g iven  th e  s ta g g e r in g  v o l­

umes o f  p a s t  and p re s e n t  c ro s s -n a tio n a l  European movements. In  a d d itio n  

to  th e  o v erseas and in tr a -C o n tin e n ta l  m ig ra tio n s  o f  th e  pre-W orld War I I  

p e r io d , more than  t h i r t y  m ill io n  in h a b i ta n ts  o f  Europe were d isp la c e d  

from th e i r  own n a tio n s  d u rin g  th e  Second World War and in  th e  subsequent 

decade (19^5-1955)i th e  saime f a te  a f fe c te d  an a d d i t io n a l  tw enty m illio n  

p e rso n s  (Schechtm an, 1962*362; I n te r n a t io n a l  Labor O ff ic e , 1 9 4 3 * ii) . 

Follow ing re c o n s tru c tio n  and economic reco v ery , th e  la b o r  demands o f  

n o rthw estern  Europe ag a in  opened th e  way f o r  renewed la b o r  m ig ra tio n s  

so th a t  by th e  e a r ly  1970s an e stim ated  te n  m ill io n  fo re ig n  woi&ers and 

dependents were l i v in g  in  th e  in d u s t r i a l  n a tio n s  o f  Europe,^ The s p e c ia l  

re le v an c e  o f  th e  p re s e n t  la b o r  movements f o r  th e  ethnography o f  Europe 

l i e s  in  th e  f a c t  th a t  th e  v a s t  m a jo rity  o f  m ig ran ts  o r ig in a te  from Medi­

te r ra n e a n  re g io n s  which have been t r a d i t i o n a l  c e n te rs  o f  an th ro p o lo g ic a l
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a c t i v i t y .

Overwhelmingly, th e  key  a n a ly t ic a l  u n i t  in  th e  s o c ia l  an th ropo­

lo g y  o f  Europe has been th e  v i l l a g e .  D esp ite  a  growing concern w ith  the  

m acro-processes of n a t io n a l  and re g io n a l m odern ization , th e  mechanisms 

f o s te r in g  th e  expansion o f  v i l l a g e  netw orks i s  o f te n  re le g a te d  to  a  

k in d  o f  " v i l la g e  and th e  o u ts id e  w orld" p a re n th e t ic a l  a f t e r t h o u ^ t .  Yet, 

a s  European v i l la g e s  a re  r a p id ly  drawn in to  r e g io n a l ,  n a t io n a l ,  and su p ra ­

n a tio n a l economic and s o c ia l  a c t i v i t y ,  a n th ro p o lo g is ts  w i l l  f in d  i t  in c re a s ­

in g ly  d i f f i c u l t  to  ig n o re  th e  pow erfu l socio-econom ic fo rc e s  i r ^ in g in g  

upon and o r ig in a t in g  o u ts id e  o f  th e  v i l l a g e .

U ndoubtedly, one o f  th e  most ta n g ib le  ways in  which r u r a l  pop­

u la t io n s  become lin k e d  to  th e  b ro ad er s o c ia l  sphere  i s  through m ig ra tio n : 

the  a c tu a l  b o d ily  movement o f  in d iv id u a ls  and fa m il ie s ,  e i t h e r  perma­

n e n tly  o r  te m p o ra rily , in to  new geo g rap h ica l re g io n s  and s o c ia l  i n t e r ­

a c t io n a l  c o n te x ts . T h is s p a t i a l  movement g e n e ra lly  in v o lv e s  f a r  more 

than  a  sim ple double-ended ad ju stm en t fo r  th e  send ing  and re c e iv in g  

s o c ie t i e s ;  m ig ra tio n  a lso  s e t s  in  motion a  s e r i e s  o f  complex and i n t e r ­

r e la te d  l in k in g  emd feedback p ro c e sse s  in  which th e  m ig ran ts  them selves 

become a c t iv e  ag en ts  in  th e  a l t e r a t i o n  o f  v i l l a g e  l i f e ,  T h ro u ^  p e r io d ic  

o r  perm anent r e tu r n ,  l e t t e r s ,  re m itta n c e s , and t h e i r  r o l e  in  ch a in  m igra­

t io n ,  th e  m ig ran ts  feed  in to  th e  v i l l a g e  new a s p i r a t io n s ,  a t t i t u d e s ,  

knowledge o f  o u ts id e  o p p o r tu n i t ie s ,  and th e  m a te r ia l  p ro d u c ts  o f  in dus­

t r i a l  s o c ie ty .  W hile m ig ra tio n  i s  o n ly  one s o c ia l  p ro c e ss  among many 

in v o lv ed  in  m odern ization  and u rb a n iz a tio n , i t  rem ains a  c r u c ia l  one 

and most c e r ta in ly  a  phenomenon, p a r t i c u l a r ly  in  th e  case o f  Europe 

which d ese rv es  c a re fu l  a n th ro p o lo g ic a l s c r u t in y .
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A lth o u ^  in tra -E u ro p ean  m ig ra tion  to d ay  does n o t match th e  sh ee r 

volume o f  movements w ith in  n a t io n s , th e  c ro s s -n a tio n a l  p a t te r n  i s  c lo s e ly  

r e la te d  to  dom estic  m ig ra tio n  and in  many ways c o n ta in s  more s ig n i f ic a n t

s o c ia l  and economic consequences f o r  th e  C o n tin en t a s  a  w hole. S t r i c t l y

speak ing , however, th e  movement o f  M editerranean  p eo p les  to  Europe n o rth  

o f  th e  A lps i s  o f te n  an ex ten s io n  o f  p reced in g  ch a in  and s te p  m ig ra tio n s  

from r u r a l  to  urban eireas w ith in  s p e c i f ic  n a tio n s  and should  n o t be

t h o u ^ t  o f  a s  a  t o t a l l y  d i s t i n c t  phenomenon.

This c h a p te r  aims to  survey  in  c u rso ry  fa sh io n  th e  dynamics 

and c h a r a c te r i s t i c s  o f  re c e n t  in tra -E u ro p ean  movements from M ed ite rra ­

nean re g io n s  to  West Germany, L im ita tio n s  on tim e, sp ace , and e x p e r t is e  

n e c e s s i ta te  o m ittin g  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  th e  mass o f  b i l a t e r a l  and m u l t i l a t ­

e r a l  agreem ents, t r e a t i e s ,  law s, and r e g u la t io n s  which o f f i c i a l l y  govern 

th e  movements. A lso , much o f  th e  now v a s t  l i t e r a t u r e  d e a lin g  w ith  th e  

macro- and m icro-econom ic i n t r i c a c i e s  o f  la b o r  u t i l i z a t i o n  w i l l  n o t be 

co n sid ered  h e re . F urtherm ore , given th e  m u ltitu d e  o f  m ig ra to ry  c ro s s ­

c u r re n ts  flow ing  from M editerraneaui Europe and A fr ic a  toward n o rth w estern  

Europe, th e  fo llo w in g  a n a ly s is  w i l l  be r e s t r i c t e d  to  th e  v a rio u s  flow s 

in to  West Germany, a l t h o u ^ ,  b road ly  speak ing , th e  m ig ra to ry  p a t te r n s  

a r e  s t r i k i n ^ y  s im ila r  w hatever th e  o r ig in  o r  d e s t in a t io n  o f  th e  m ig ran ts . 

S p e c ia l eiiQ)hasis w i l l  be p la ce d  on th e  cases  o f  Spain  and Turkey f o r  p u r­

po ses  o f  i l l u s t r a t i o n .  F in a l ly ,  in s te a d  o f  r e i t e r a t i n g  th e  chronolog­

i c a l  background o f  th e  developm ent o f  th e  movements and d e s c r ip t iv e ly  

l i s t i n g  th e  c h a r a c te r i s t i c s  o f  th e  m ig ran ts , t h i s  c h a p te r  w i l l  concen­

t r a t e  on th e  system ic  and dynamic n a tu re  o f  th e  g en e ra l m ig ra to ry  system . 

T h is approach seems most a p p ro p r ia te  f o r  th e  p u rp o ses  o f  t h i s  s tu d y .
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b o th  In  term s o f  th e  an th ropo logy  o f  m ig ra tio n  and th e  g e n e ra l i n t r a -  

European l i t e r a t u r e  s in c e  th e re  has h i th e r to  been a  tendency  to  n e g le c t  

th e  f a c to r  o f  tim e and th e  in te r p la y  between segments o f  th e  o v e ra l l  

m ig ra tio n  f i e l d ,

2 . Economic and Socio-Demogranhic C ond itions 

in  th e  F ed e ra l R epublic  o f  Germany 

The most r e c e n t  demand f o r  fo re ig n  la b o r  by German en çloyers  

began o ver two decades ago and i s  a  d i r e c t  outgrow th o f  a  c o n s te l la t io n  

o f  interw oven economic, s o c i a l , and demographic f a c to r s .  The West German 

economic reco v ery  a f t e r  1948 was so ra p id  th a t  th e  m ill io n s  o f  German 

re fu g e es  and e x p e lle e s  from e a s te rn  Europe and th e  German D em ocratic 

R epublic  were q u ic k ly  absorbed  in to  th e  la b o r  fo rc e . By th e  m id-1950s, 

manpower sh o rta g es  in  c e r ta in  u n s k i l le d  o ccupations appeared  and w orkers 

from n e ig h b o rin g  c o u n tr ie s  and I t a l y  were a t t r a c t e d  in to  Germany, These 

la b o r  sh o rta g es  which con tinued  to  become in c r e a s in ^ y  a c u te  a s  th e  

W irtschaftsw under (econom ic m irac le )  in te n s i f i e d ,  were due in  p a r t  to  

demographic fo rc e s  which o r ig in a te d  d u rin g  th e  war aind su b seq u en tly  

serv ed  to  slow down th e  dom estic  la b o r  supp ly  w hile  s im u ltan eo u s ly  in ­

c re a s in g , o v e r tim e , th e  dependent, in a c t iv e  p o p u la tio n . By 1989, Ger­

many’s  b i r t h r a t e  had d ipped below re p ro d u c tiv e  le v e l s  (Btthning 1972:103), 

A lth o u ^  th e se  dem ographic tre n d s  and th e  removal o f  la r g e  numbers o f  

young German males from  th e  la b o r  fo rc e  t h r o u ^  b u ild -u p  o f  th e  German 

Bundeswehr s t r o n ^ y  a f f e c te d  Germany’ s  la b o r  sh o rta g e s , i t  was th e  

e f f e c t  on th e  German w orking p o p u la tio n  t r o u â t  abou t by u n p a ra lle le d  

economic p ro s p e r i ty  which u l t im a te ly  s e t  th e  s ta g e  f o r  th e  im p o rta tio n  

o f  fo re ig n  w orkers. Under c o n d itio n s  o f  r i s i n g  s tan d a rd s  o f  l i v in g  and
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in c re a s in g  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  f o r  v e r t i c a l  m o b ility , th e  German la b o r in g  

c la s s e s  underw ent a  r e l a t i v e ly  r a p id  tra n s fo rm a tio n  in  a s p i r a t io n s .

T his change was a  p ro d u c t o f  and o ccu rred  s im u ltan eo u sly  w ith  th e  move­

ment o f  Germany, under c o n d itio n s  o f  in c re a s in g  ^ o b a l  t r a d e ,  from an 

in d u s t r i a l  to  a  p o s t - in d u s t r ia l  s o c ie ty  (BOhning 1974i49-50)

The German economy reached  f u l l  eng)loyment by th e  l a t e  1950s 

and concom itan tly  th e  working p o p u la tio n  found i t s e l f  w ith  in c re a se d  

s a la r i e s  in  th e  m idst o f  u n p a ra lle le d  m a te r ia l a ff lu e n c e  and expanding 

o p p o r tu n i tie s  f o r  advancement in to  h i ^ e r  wage and s ta tu s  p o s i t io n s .

As a  r e s u l t  o f  th e  changing c o n d itio n s , German p a re n ts  encouraged t h e i r  

c h ild re n  to  extend t h e i r  form al educa tion  o r  v a c a tio n a l t r a in in g  to  

p re p a re  them selves f o r  h i ^ e r  pay ing , more p r e s t ig io u s  employment, a  

p a t te r n  which serv ed  to  remove l a r g e r  numbers o f  youths from th e  la b o r  

fo rc e  f o r  lo n g e r  p e r io d s . S im ultaneously , th e re  emerged an a v e rs io n  

to  s o c ia l ly  u n d e s ira b le , manual work, e .g . ,  garbage h au lin g , assem bly 

l i n e  work, c o n s tru c tio n , and an in c re a se d  u n w illin g n ess  to  accep t such 

employment even though th e  wages may in  some cases  equal those  o f  more 

p re s t ig io u s  jo b s . Thus, between I96I and 1970, th e  number o f  Germans 

in  th e  manual s e c to r  receded by n e a r ly  one m illio n  (B u n d esan sta lt f t i r  

A rb e it  1972:8), w h ile  600,000 male Germans and 500,000 fem ales e n te re d  

w hite  c o l l a r  jo b s  (Btthning 1972:61) ,  Given th e se  c o n d itio n s  which Ger­

mans began ex p erien c in g  f u l l y  by th e  e a r ly  1960s ,  th e  s o c io lo g is t  

W.R. BOhning ( 1974:50) has d e l in e a te d  two o p tio n s  a v a i la b le  to  a  p o s t ­

i n d u s t r i a l  s o c ie ty  such a s  West Germany:

F i r s t l y ,  i t  cou ld  pursue  a  s t r o n ^ y  re fo rm is t  man-power p o lic y  
by ad ap tin g  i t s  s o c ia l  jo b  s t r u c tu r e  to  p o s t - in d u s t r ia l  r e q u ir e ­
m ents, i . e .  to  pay a  s o c ia l  o r  h i s t o r i c  wage f o r  u n d e s irab le  jo b s .
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Secondly, i t  cou ld  f i l l  th e se  jo b s  w ith  fo re ig n  w orkers ad m itted  
n o t f o r  s e tt le m e n t b u t f o r  th e  s p e c i f ic  purpose o f  f i l l i n g  th e  
supposedly  tem porary  gaps in  th e  la b o r  m arket.

P r e d ic ta b ly , th e  pay ing  o f  a  re v o lu tio n a ry  wage s c a le  f o r  und .esirab le  

lo w -s ta tu s  o ccu p a tio n s  was found n e i th e r  f e a s ib le  n o r s o c ia l ly  a c c e p t­

a b le  to  th e  s o c ie ty  a t  l a r g e .  I f  an h i s t o r i c  wage were payed, t h i s  might 

e n t a i l ,  f o r  example, pay ing  a  s t r e e t  sw eeper a s  much a s  o r  more th an  

some w h ite  c o l l a r  w orkers. Furtherm ore, under a  l i b e r a l  c a p i t a l i s t  

s t r u c tu r e ,  em ployers (b o th  government and p r iv a te )  argued p e rs u a s iv e ly  

th a t  sev e re  economic consequences could  a r i s e  from e q u a liz in g  th e  wage 

d i s t r ib u t io n  by a f f e c t in g  dom estic  i n f l a t i o n ,  p r o f i t  m argins, p ro d u c tiv ­

i t y ,  balance o f  paym ents, and o th e r  economic tr e n d s .  U nderstandably , 

th en , em ployers re c e iv e d  a  syu5)a th e t ic  aud ience in  po licy -m ak ing  c i r c l e s .  

F o reign  w orkers coming te m p o ra rily  ftom  low-wage n a tio n s , i t  was argued , 

would e ag e rly  a c c e p t t r a d i t i o n a l  German wages f o r  lo w -s ta tu s  work and, 

d u rin g  p e rio d s  o f  economic re c e s s io n , could  e a s i ly  be d ism issed  and 

ex p elled  from th e  c o u n try . F u tu re  flow s in to  Germany would be s w i f t ly  

h a lte d  and e x is t in g  c o n tra c ts  a llow ed  to  e x p ire . By m a in ta in in g  c a re fu l  

c o n tro l o ver im m igration , th e  p u b l i c 's  f e a r  o f  perm anent fo re ig n  en c lav es  

was p a r t i a l l y  l i f t e d .  Thus, th e  need f o r  a l i e n  w oikers was propagan­

d ized  and b e lie v ed  to  be a  te n ç o ra ry , ex p ed ien t co n d itio n  which would 

p a ss  when and i f  economic growth s lack en ed . The c a lc u la te d  p la n  and 

accompanying b e l i e f  system  o f  a c t i v e ly  r e c r u i t in g  a l ie n s  who can be 

e x p e lled  a s  need a r i s e s  was la b e l le d  th e  K o n ju n k tu rp u ffe r approach in  

Germany and has been op ted  f o r  by m ost n o rth w estern  European la b o r -
3

im porting  coun tries,"^

A c e n tr a l  b e l i e f  o f  th e  K o n ju n k tu rp u ffe r id eo lo g y  i s  th a t
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fo re ig n  woricers w i l l  be used o n ly  f o r  a  l im i te d  p e r io d  o f  tim e a f t e r  

which Germany w i l l  r e tu rn  to  "norm al" economic c o n d itio n s  and to t a l  

r e l i a n c e  on ind igenous manpower. D esp ite  a  m ig ra to ry  movement now e n te r ­

in g  i t s  th i r d  decade and s t i l l  co n tin u in g , a l t h o u ^  a t  l e s s  pronounced 

r a t e s  o f  in c re a s e  s in c e  1973» th e  b e l i e f  s t i l l  p e r s i s t s  t h a t  Germany 

w i l l  soon have no need  f o r  a l i e n  w orkers. What was un fo reseen  and i s  

r a r e ly  ad m itted  even today  was t h a t  once th e  m ig ra to ry  in f lu x  reached  

m assive volumes, th e  g en era l economy and th e  jo b  s t r u c tu r e  o f  th e  re c e iv ­

in g  coun try  became wedded to  th e  e x is te n c e  o f  th e  a d d i t io n a l  w orkers 

who spend la r g e  p ro p o r tio n s  o f  t h e i r  s a l a r i e s  on German p ro d u c ts  and 

f o r  l i v in g  in  Germany, U ltim a te ly , th e  fo re ig n  w orker p o p u la tio n s  become 

supported  by an e la b o ra te  in f r a s t r u c tu r e ,  e . g . ,  s c h o o ls , b u s in e sse s , 

s o c ia l  work a g e n c ie s , governm ental o f f i c e s ,  e t c . ,  w hich, a s  in te g r a l  

p a r t s  o f  th e  German economy canno t be e a s i ly  d ism an tled  w ith o u t s e v e r ly  

a f f e c t in g  th e  w e ll-b e in g  o f  th e  n a t io n a l  economy. T h is  p ro c e ss  has been 

la b e l le d  " s e lf - f e e d in g "  m ig ra tio n  (Bflhning 1972 :34-71).

Today, th e  German economy and i t s  fu tu re  s h o r t- te rm  r e a l  eco­

nomic growth rem ain in e x t r ic a b ly  t i e d  to  th e  c o n s ta n t supp ly  o f  la b o r  

from th e  c o u n tr ie s  o f  M editerranean  Europe. A l th o u ^  th e  a c tu a l  volume 

o f  re c ru itm e n t i s  c a r e f u l ly  geared  to  s p e c i f ic  economic needs in  Germany, 

th e  im m igration  o f  m ill io n s  o f  a l ie n  w orkers and t h e i r  dependents has 

in  tu rn  a f f e c te d  th e  v e ry  make-up o f  th e  German economy re n d e r in g  i t  

i n c r e a s in ^ y  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  th e  K o n ju n k tu rp u ffe r approach  to  o p e ra te  a s  

t h e o r e t i c a l ly  p lan n ed . Even th e  German w orking c la s s ,  which f e e l s  most 

th re a te n e d  by th e  p re sen ce  o f  a l i e n  w orkers, en joys few er w orking hours 

p e r  week, lo n g e r  v a c a tio n s , and th e  p o te n t ia l  to  send t h e i r  c h ild re n
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on to  advanced e d u ca tio n . These a re  a s p i r a t io n s  and lu x u r ie s  n o t l i k e l y  

to  be g iven  up e a s i ly .  Thus, t h r o u ^  a  v a r ie ty  o f  causes and unplanned 

consequences, Germany has s te a d i ly  stepped  up i t s  im port o f  M editerran  

nean w orkers . In  1954, on ly  72,900 a l ie n  worfcers, m ainly from n e i ^ -  

b o rin g  c o u n tr ie s  and I t a l y ,  were employed b u t two decades l a t e r  th e re  

were o v er 2 .5  m ill io n  fo re ig n  la b o r e r s ,  th e  v a s t  m a jo rity  stemming from 

so u th ern  Europe ( s e e  ta b le  3 .1 ) .  The p re sen ce  o f  th e se  w orkers, a lo n g  

w ith  1 ,8  m il l io n  dependents, tu rn e d  Germany w ith in  two decades in to  a  

p o ly g lo t n a tio n  c h a ra c te r iz e d  by a  la r g e  a l i e n  low er c la s s  p o p u la tio n  

in h a b i t in g  e th n ic  en claves th roughou t th e  in d u s t r i a l  re g io n s  and in  

l a r g e r  c i t i e s .  As w ith  any mass in v a s io n  o f  v o lu n ta ry  fo re ig n  m ig ran ts  

in to  a  n a t io n , th e  problem s o f  housing  sh o rta g e , language d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  

ed u ca tio n a l d e f ic ie n c ie s ,  and p re ju d ic e  and d is c r im in a tio n  a r i s in g  from 

a sudden s t r a i n  on a  slow ly  expanding in f r a s t r u c tu r e  became n a tio n a l  

" s o c ia l  problem s" o f  eminent concern ,

3 . The M ig ra to ry  P ro cess  

A lthough th e  "g u e s t w o ik e rs ,"  a s  th e  m ig ran ts  a re  euphem isti­

c a l ly  c a l le d  in  Germany, a re  o f te n  t h o u ^ t  o f  by Germans a s  a  homogeneous 

block o f S tid iander (sou thern  E uropeans), th ey  in  f a c t  o r ig in a te d  and were 

r e c r u i te d  from v a s t ly  d iv e rs e  re g io n s  s t r e tc h in g  from P o rtu g a l a long  

both  sh o res  o f  th e  M editerranean  to  Turkey, F urtherm ore, th e  v a r io u s  

la b o r  e x p o rtin g  c o u n tr ie s  e n te red  in to  b i l a t e r a l  agreem ents w ith  Germany 

i n  d i f f e r e n t  y e a rs , th u s  s e t t in g  in  m otion d i f f e r e n t i a l  m ig ra tio n  s tream s 

w ith  each le v d .  o f  any p a r t i c u la r  s tream  c h a ra c te r iz e d  by i t s  own unique 

socio-dem ographic com position . Given th e  m u l t ip l ic i ty  o f  e x te rn a l m igra­

to ry  flow s and sim ultaneous backward flow s e x is t in g  between Germany and



TABLE 3 .1
FOREIGN WORKERS EMPLOYED IN THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY

Year*
T o ta l in N a t io n a l i t i e s o th e r* *

numbers %** I t a l i a n Spanish  Greek Turk P o rtu g ese  Yugoslav C ountrie

1954 72,900 0 .4 6 ,500 400 500 1,800 63,700
1955 79,600 0 .4 7,500 500 600 - - 2,100 68,900
1956 98,800 0 .5 18,600 700 1,000 - - 2,300 76,200
1957 108,200 0 .5 19,100 1,000 1,800 - - 2,800 83,500
1958 136,300 0 .6 31,500 1,500 2,900 - - 4,900 91,500
1959 166,800 0 .8 48,800 2,200 4 ,100 - - 7,300 104,400
i 960 279,400 1 .3 121,700 9 ,500 13,000 2,500 - 8 ,800 123,550
1961 548,900 2 .5 224,600 61,800 52,300 - - - 208,700
1962 711,500 3 .2 276,800 94,000 80,700 18,600 - 23,600 213,600
1963 828,700 3 .7 287,000 119,600 116,900 33,000 - - 266,800
1964 985,600 4 .4 296,900 151,100 154,800 85,200 4 ,600 53,000 232,200
1965 1,216,800 5 .7 372,300 182,800 187,200 132,800 14,000 64,000 254,200
1966 1 , 313,500 6 .1 391,300 178,200 194,600 161,200 21,100 96,600 261,600
1967 991.300 4 .7 266,800 118,000 140,300 131,300 17,800 95,700 214,800
1968 1 , 089,900 5 .2 304,000 116,000 145,000 153,000 20,000 119,000 226,000
1969 1,501 ,400 7 .0 349,000 143,100 191,200 244,300 29,500 265,000 279,300
1970 1 ,949,000 9 .1 381,800 171,700 242,200 353,900 44 ,800 423,300 315,900
1971 2 ,240 ,800 10.3 408,000 186,600 268,600 453,100 58,400 478,300 365,600
1972 2 ,352 ,400 10 .8 426,400 184,200 270,100 511,100 66,000 475,000 393,600
1973 2 ,595 ,000 11.9 450,000 190,000 250,000 605,000 85,000 535,000 480,000

*The annual census d a te  from 195^ to  I96O i s  J u ly  3 1 ; from I 961 to  1973 i t  i s  S e p t. 30. 
♦♦P ercen tage  o f  fo re ig n  w orkers in  t o t a l  la b o r  fo rc e .
*** M oroccans and T unesians have been o m itted  a l t h o u ^  t h e i r  numbers a r e  in c lu d ed  in  th e " to ta l "  

column. For th e  most p a r t ,  Germany's n e i ^ b o r s  com prise th e  " o th e r  c o u n tr ie s ."

Source; Der B undesra in iste r fU r A rb e it und S o c ia lo rdnung  - I I  c i -  Bonn, 1974.
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th e  v a rio u s  so u th ern  European and n o rth  A frican  c o u n tr ie s ,  th e  phenomenon 

i s  ex trem ely  d i f f i c u l t  to  u n rav e l e n ç i r ic a l ly  s in c e  i t  i s  n e ce ssa ry  to  

d i s e n t a ^ e  a  s e r ie s  o f  p a r a l l e l  and in te r a c t in g  p ro c e sse s  which con­

s ta n t ly  f lu c tu a te s  in  term s o f  in te r n a l  s t r u c tu r e .  Yet, any a n a ly s is  

o f  in tra-E u ro p ean  m ig ra tio n  which does n o t co n sid e r th a t  th e  v a rio u s  

n a t io n a l i t i e s  and in d iv id u a l m igran ts a re  embedded in  o v e rlap p in g  bu t 

d is p a ra te  m ig rato ry  stream s i s  s u re ly  bound to  a  s t a t i c  and o v e rs in ç ) lis -  

t i c  in te r p r e ta t io n  ( e . g . ,  B o rr is  1974; C a s tle s  and Kosadc 1973; Des­

c l o i t r e s  1967a; Rose 1969) .  In  t h i s  s e c t io n , a  b r i e f  a ttem p t w i l l  be 

made to  c o n s tru c t a  g enera l framework t h r o u ^  which to  view th e  dynamics 

o f  m igration  s tream s between Germany and M editerranean  la n d s . As w ith  

any overview , th e re  w i l l  be in d iv id u a l cases  which d e v ia te  from th e  

g en era l p a t te rn s ;  hence, th e  model should  be considered  a s  an id e a l -  

ty p ic a l  fo rm u la tio n .

For any given sending  cou n try , a s s is te d  m ig ra tio n — th e  type 

chosen by most m igran ts today—i s  i n i t i a t e d  when th e  B u n d esan sta lt 

fU r A rb e it (German F ed era l Labor O ff ic e )  e s ta b l is h e s  re c ru itm e n t o f f ic e s  

which work in  co n ju n ctio n  w ith  lo c a l  and n a tio n a l em igra tion  ag enc ies 

and begins send ing  o u t in fo rm atio n  by v a r io u s  forms o f  media to  po ten ­

t i a l  m ig ran ts . The r e c r u i t in g  o f f i c e r s  re c e iv e  s p e c if ic  manpower 

re q u e s ts  from German enp loyers  a lo n g  w ith  d e ta i le d  in fo rm atio n  o f  work 

c o n d itio n s , wages, lo c a t io n  o f  firm  o r  work, b e n e f i ts ,  and o th e r  d e t a i l s  

abou t th e  jo b s  in  q u e s tio n . Workers f i t t i n g  th e  p re c is e  s p e c i f ic a t io n s  

in  term s o f  q u a l i f ic a t io n s  and age a re  s o u ^ t  through v a rio u s  methods 

( e . g . ,  a c t iv e  r e c r u i t in g  in  te c h n ic a l and p ro fe s s io n a l sch o o ls , r a d io ,  

new spapers, s p e c ia l  announcem ents). Those a p p lic a n ts  who q u a l i fy  a re
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then  m ed ically  examined and g iven  a  background check to  make su re  th e re  

i s  no re c o rd  o f  c r im in a l a c t i v i t y .  Upon p a s s in g  t h i s  s ta g e , th e  fu tu re  

m igran ts w il l  be inform ed, " th e o r e t ic a l ly ” a t  l e a s t ,  ab o u t l i f e  in  Ger­

many a s  reg a rd s  custom s, l i v in g  c o n d itio n s , housing , and p o te n t ia l  

problem s invo lved  in  c r o s s - c u l tu r a l  l iv in g .  Follow ing  t h i s ,  th o se  who 

s t i l l  wish to  em igra te  s ig n  a  one y ea r c o n tra c t  and w i l l  be s e n t  to  

Germany, g e n e ra lly  on s p e c ia l ly  a rran g ed  t r a n s p o r ta t io n . I d e a l ly ,  th e  

worker w i l l  f u l l y  u n d ers tan d  th e  c o n d itio n s  o u tl in e d  in  th e  c o n tra c t  

and the  n a tu re  o f  h i s  fu tu re  jo b , bu t o f te n  a  d eg ree  o f  m isunderstand­

in g  becomes ev id en t when th e  m igran t a r r iv e s  in  Germany,

A ss is te d  m ig ra tio n — th e  form j u s t  d e sc rib e d —i s  chosen by th e  

v a s t  m a jo rity  o f  th e  m ig ran ts . Large co n tin g e n ts  a ls o  come u n a s s is te d  

by a  v a r ie ty  o f  l e g a l  means, p a r t i c u l a r ly  in  th e  e a r ly  s ta g e s  o f  r e c r u i t ­

ment o r  a s  chain  and fam ily  m ig ra tio n  dev elo p s , and i l l e g a l  methods 

(s e e  ta b le  3*2 f o r  p e rcen tag e  breakdown o f  l e g a l  a s s i s t e d  emd u n a ss is te d  

e n tre e s ) .  With th e  ex cep tion  o f  I t a l y  which now en joys f r e e  la b o r  move­

ment to  Germany by v i r t u e  o f  membership in  th e  European Economic Commu­

n i ty ,  a l l  c o u n tr ie s  have in c re a se d  in  p ro p o r tio n  o f  a s s i s t e d  m ig ran ts , 

so th a t  by 1971 more than  75 p e r  c e n t o f  th e  m ig ran ts  came by way o f  

th e  re c ru itm e n t system  (s e e  ta b le  3*2 ), Ih e  change r e f l e c t s  in  p a r t  

th e  th o r o u ^  coverage by th e  German re c ru itm e n t ag en c ie s  th ro u ^ i 

tim e and an in c re a s in g  re a ch in g  o u t to  h in te r la n d  a re a s  where p o te n t ia l  

m igran ts f in d  th e  a s s i s t e d  m ig ra tio n  method more secu re  in  term s o f  

m inim izing r i s k s .  Those who e n te r  w ith o u t a  c o n tr a c t  o f te n  come under 

a  t o u r i s t  v i s a  jo in in g  fam ily  members o r  f r ie n d s  a lre a d y  in  Germany and 

then  secu re  a  woi* p e rm it t h r o u ^  form al c h an n e ls . In  a d d i t io n  to  lo c a l



TABLE 3 .2

DEGREE OF KEDIAïlOK OF GEK-UIN RECRUITING OFFICES ABROAD
1961 -  1971

Country ,1961 1962 1963 1964 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 1971
I t a l y

t o t a l  number 
m ediated
degree o f  m ediation (j6)

165,793
107,030

61^.6

165,250
76,732

46.4

134,912
31,784

23.6

142,120
26,537

18.7

204,288
26,579

13.0

165,540
13,469

8.1

58,510
3,985

6.8

130,236
10,470

8.0

136,225
10,206

7 .5

168,300
7,367

4.4

158,725
4,327

2.7

Greece
to ta l  number 
mediated
degree o f  m ediation {%)

36,606
21,149

57.8

47,559
31,935

67.1

58,009
40,598

70.0

65,130
40,657

62 .4

61,822
33,287

53.8

39,742
26,904

67.7

7,605
1,949

25.6

37,248
224,289

65 .2

65,126
51,234

78.7

64,026
49,790

77.8

42,000
30,312

72.2

Spain
to ta l  number 
mediated
degree o f  m ediation

51,183
27,099

52.9

54,958
36,287

66.0

51.715
35,265

68.2

65,872
44,880

68.1

65,146
40,505

62.2

38,634
26,449

68 .5

7,785
3,257
41.8

31,995
23,220

72.6

50,086
41,932

83.7

48,836
40,552

83.0

37,530
29,448

78.5

Turkey
to ta l  number 
mediated
degree o f  m ediation (^ )

7,116
1,207
30.8

15.269
11,024

72.2

27,910
23,436

84.0

62,879
54,918

87.3

59,816
45.553

76,2

43,449
32,516

74.8

14,834
7,233

48.8

62,376
41,450

66.5

121,529
98,142

80.8

123,626
95,685

77.4

112,144
63,777

78.5

P ortuga l
to ta l  number 
mediated
degree o f  m ediation {%)

913 1,013 1,545 3,904 
1,802 
■ 58.4

11,140
8,219

73.8

9.185
7,335

79.9

1,782
825

46.3

6,709
4,691

69.9

13,237
11,383

86.0

20,119
18,151

90 .2

17,946
15,494

86.3

Yugoslavia 
to t a l  number 
mediated
degree o f  m ediation

— —
--

—
---

- - — ---
192,232
67,752

37.3

202,360
106,413

52.6

113,333
73,492

64.8

Ln\D

S ource: B undesau ista lt fU r A r t e l t  ( 1972:92)
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u n a s s is te d  m ig ra tio n , s u r p r i s i n g y la rg e  numbers e n te r  i l l e g a l l y ,  o f te n  

sm ugged in  by v a r io u s  means, and f in d  work n e g o tia te d  t h r o u ^  German o r  

fo re ig n  S k lav en h to d le r ( s la v e  h a n d le rs )  in  th e  most u n d e s ira b le  jo b s  

and l iv in g  under m ise rab le  c o n d itio n s . The e x a c t volume o f  i l l e g a l  

m igran ts i s  o b v io u s ly  n o t known b u t e s tim a te s  have been made th a t  a t  

l e a s t  15 p e r  c e n t o f  a l l  fo re ig n  w orkers nev er o b ta in  re s id e n c e  and 

work p e rm its  (C a s t le s  and Kosack 1973:42).

A lth o u ^  g u e s t w orkers a re  s c a t te r e d  th r o u ^ o u t  West Germany 

and o r ig in a te  from w id e ly  s c a t te r e d  re g io n s  in  t h e i r  home c o u n tr ie s ,  the  

h e a v ie s t  flow s a re  between s p e c i f ic  sending  re g io n s  to  th e  most i n d u s t r i ­

a l iz e d  a re a s  and c i t i e s  o f  Germany, R egional s e l e c t i v i t y  in  th e  sending  

c o u n tr ie s  i s  due to  a  v a r i e ty  o f  f a c to r s  such a s  p ro x im ity  to  u rban- 

in d u s t r ia l  c e n te r s ,  e . g . ,  B arcelona o r  Madrid in  th e  case o f  S pain , and 

th e  e x p l i c i t  p o l ic y  o f  em ig ra tio n  a u th o r i t i e s  who channel German r e c r u i t ­

ment in to  p a r t i c u l a r  a re a s  (s e e  G u tie rre z  1974 f o r  a  re g io n a l economic 

a n a ly s is  o f  Span ish  a s s i s t e d  m ig ra tio n ) . The r e g u la t io n  o f  re g io n a l o u t­

flow s a re  c a r r ie d  o u t w ith in  re g io n a l and n a tio n a l  economic developm ent 

o b je c t iv e s .  O ften , however, th e re  i s  a  s te p  m ig ra tio n  p ro cess  in  which 

r u r a l  m igran ts move f i r s t  to  l a r g e r  towns o r  c i t i e s  th e reb y  g a in in g  

in d u s t r i a l  employment, c r e d e n t ia ls  which w i l l  a llo w  them to  sec u re  woik 

ab road . M oreover, n o t a l l  M editerranean  re g io n s  sen d in g  m ig ran ts  sh are  

th e  same c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  The cases  o f  Spain and Turkey h i g h l i ^ t  such 

v a r ia t io n :  S pan ish  em ig ra tio n  ten d s  to  flow  from re g io n s  w ith  p a s t  t r a ­

d i t io n s  o f  m ig ra tio n , low p e r  c a p i ta  income, and l a r g e  p o p u la tio n s  

employed in  a g r ic u l tu r e  w h ile  e x te rn a l  T urk ish  m ig ran ts  ten d  to  come 

from the  th r e e  most u rb an ized  in d u s t r i a l  p ro v in c e s  ( i . e .  I s ta n b u l ,  Ankara,
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and Iz m ir ) , and from towns and p ro v in c ia l  c a p i t a l s  (G u tie rre z  1974:60; 

K o la rs  1970:263). W ithin Germany, over J50 p e r  c en t o f  the  w orkers a re  

co n cen tra ted  in  Nordrhein-WestfeuLen (2 8 ,9  p e r  c en t) and Baden-Württem­

berg  (2 4 ,3  p e r  c e n t) .  Three German c i t i e s  c o n ta in  over 100,000 fo re ig n  

w orkers (Munich 156,928; S tu t tg a r t  130,163; and F ran k fu rt 122,253), a  

f ig u re  which c o n s t i tu te s  alm ost o n e -fo u rth  o f  th e  eirqjloyed in  each case  

( B u n d esan sta lt f ü r  A rb e it 1972:18-21; see  map and s t a t i s t i c a l  d a ta  in  

ta b le  3*3),

As p re v io u s ly  n o ted , th e  movement o f  M editerranean p o p u la tio n s  

in to  European s o c ie ty  n o rth  o f  th e  Alps i s  n o t a  unid i r e c t io n a l  p ro cess  

o f  d e p a r tin g  from one s o c ie ty  and s e t t l i n g  in  a n o th e r . In  f a c t ,  contem­

p o ra ry  in tra -E u ro p ean  m ig ra tio n  i s  h ig h ly  c y c l ic a l  in  n a tu re  and charac­

te r iz e d  by a  m u ltitu d e  o f  in fo rm a tio n a l "feedbacks" between th e  m igran ts 

abroad and th o se  l e f t  a t  home, many o f  th e  l a t t e r  being p o te n t ia l  fu tu re  

m ig ran ts , Even though m igran ts may spend many y ears  in  Germany they  

remain in  c o n s ta n t communication th r o u ^  r e g u la r  home v i s i t s ,  re m itta n ­

ces , l e t t e r s ,  and se rv in g  as  l in k s  in  th e  in ç jo rta n t p ro cess  o f  chain  

m ig ra tio n . The in te rp la y  between th e  m igrant s o c ia l  o rd e r abroad and 

th e  m igran t send ing  community i s  one o f  c o n s ta n tly  f lu c tu a t in g  connec­

t io n s  and needs to  be e lu c id a te d  i f  th e  o v e ra l l  m ig rato ry  p ro cess  i s  

to  be c le a r ly  understood . A lthough th e  experience  o f  any s i n ^ e  m igran t 

o r  h is  fam ily  i s  obv io u sly  unique, g en era l ten d en c ie s  in  th e  m atu ra tion  

o f  mass m ig ra tio n  flow s and system in te rd ep en d en c ie s  can be ph rased  in  

id e a l - ty p ic a l  term s (s e e  c h ap te r IV f o r  a  m ic ro -a n a ly s is  o f  a  m igran t 

community in  a  s p e c i f ic  German in d u s t r ia l  tow n). The key  concep ts  which 

w il l  be u t i l i z e d  h e re  f o r  u n d erstand ing  th e  dynamics and system ic n a tu re
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TABLE 3 .3

1 S ch l eswl g-H ols teln/H am burg
2 N iedersachsen/Brem en
3 N ord ihein-W estfalen
4  Hessen
5 R h e in lan d -P fa lz /S a a rlan d
6 Baden-Württemberg
7 N ordtayem
8 SüdTxiyem
9 B e r l in  (W est)

.gn enç)loyees from re c ru itm e n t c o u n tr ie s  
1/30/71 ( i n  ^ ) .

I t a l . Greek Span. Tuifc P o r t , Yugosl

1 .7 3 .0 4 .3 5 .5 11.2 3 .8
5 .5 5 .9 12.6 8 .2 8 .5 5 .5

25.6 34 .1 33 .9 28.7 42 .0 20 .0
12.7 9 .4 19.8 10.7 11.9 12.2
6 ,1 2 .3 3 .4 3 .9 4 .2 3 .2

34 .8 25 .2 17 .4 19 .4 17.7 32 .1
3 .8 7 .6 4 .4 6 .4 1.9 4 .8
9 .0 10 .4 3 .5 10.1 2 .1 14.3
0 .8 2 .1 0 .7 7 .1 0 .5 4 .1

100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100,0T o ta l

Source: adap ted  from B u n d esan sta lt f ü r  A rb e it ,  1971:15
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TABLE 3 . 4

REGIONAL ORIGIN OF MEDIATED SPANISH EMPLOYEES (1973)

□

to  1,000 m igran ts

1,000 to  2 , 500*

6,800 to  9*600

O ff ic e  o f  German 
Commission

M ediated Spanish Employees A ccording to  Regions in  

A bsolute Numbers and P e rc e n t

1973 1971 1969 1967

W/NW Spain 
E/NE Spain 
M adrid 
S Spain 
Span, I s l e s  
Ceuta and 
M e li l la

9 ,902  36 .3  
1,818 6 .7  
1,722 6 .3

13, 5^2 ^ - 6
276 1 .0  

19 0.1

11,012
2,720
2,026

13,470
195

25

3 7 .4
9 .2
6 .9

45 .7
0 .7
0.1

13,269 31 .6  
3,963 9 .5
2,010 4 .8  

21,995 52.4  
212 0 .5  
483 1 .2

2,050 62.9  
207 6 .4  
136 4 .2
850 26.1

13 0 .4  
1 0 .0

T o ta l 27,279 100.0 29,448 100.0 41,932 100.0 3 ,257 100.0

2,500 to  6,800 does n o t occu r

Source I B u n d esan sia lt f t i r  A rb e i t .  Adapted from 1969*28 and 1972/73*^7
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TABLE 3 .5

REGIONAL ORIGIN OF MEDIATED TURKISH EMPLOYEES (1973)

□
O ffic e  o f  to  10,000 
German Com­
m issio n

10,000 to  20,000 20,000 to  27,000

M ediated Ttœkish Employees A ccording to  Regions in  

A bso lu te  Numbers and P e rc e n t

1973 _ 1971 . _1969._. _ 1967
I s t a n b u l /
Thrace 18,301 18.0 14,278 2 2 .4 19,949 20 .3 3,154 43 .6
Ankara and
C e n tra l T. 26,892 26 .5 14,793 23 .2 23,384 23 .8 1,156 16.0
N Turkey 14,602 14 ,4 8,821 13.8 15,790 16.1 782 10.8
W Turkey 23,888 23.6 15,938 25.0 23,382 23 .8 798 11.0
E Turkey 8 ,158 8 .0 4,971 7 .8 7,797 8 .0 722 10.0
S Tuikey 9 ,5 8 5 9 .5 4,976 7 .8 7,840 8 .0 621 8 .6

T o ta l 101,426 100.0 63,777 100.0 98,142 100.0 7,233 100.0

Source: B u n d esa n s ta lt f ü r  A rb e it .  A dapted from 1969:28/29
and 1972/73 «48/^
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o f  movements northw ard  a re  ch ain  m ig ra tio n , s te p  m ig ra tio n , m ig ra tio n  

stream  m a tu ra tio n , and in fo rm a tio n  flow s.

Given th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  German re c ru itm e n t commissions a re  

lo c a te d  in  l a r g e r  c i t i e s  and because o f  communication ch an n e ls , i n f o r ­

m ation abou t employment p o s s i b i l i t i e s  in  Germany f i r s t  sp read s th rough 

th e  more in d u s t r ia l i z e d  and urban re g io n s  o f  th e  send ing  c o u n tr ie s .  

BOhning (1974:62) observed  th a t  th e  e a r l i e s t  m igran ts tended  to  be young, 

male, and s i n ^ e .  These p io n e e r  m igran ts were a b le  to  v e n tu re  abroad  

f i r s t  a s  "h igh  r i s k  in d iv id u a ls ."  They paved th e  way f o r  l a t e r  m ig ran ts  

and channeled back in to  t h e i r  own s o c ie ty  in fo rm atio n  ab o u t th e  g r e a te r  

wage p o s s i b i l i t i e s .  Almost im m ediately , in tra -E u ro p ean  m ig ra tio n  i n t e r ­

se c te d  w ith  in t e r n a l  s te p  m ig ra tio n , and th e  l a r g e r  c i t i e s  o f  th e  send­

in g  n a tio n s , be ing  r e c ip ie n t s  o f  in te r n a l  r u r a l  to  urban flow , became 

lau n ch in g  p o in ts  f o r  moves to  th e  n o r th . As in fo rm atio n  abou t jo b s  in  

Germany d issem in a ted  t h r o u ^  th e  in d u s tr ia d  a re a s ,  th e  m ig ra tio n  s tream  

p icked  up more w orkers . Again p redom inan tly  made, more tended to  be 

m arried  a t  t h i s  p o in t ,  u n d e rta k in g  th e  move abroad , however, w ith o u t 

t h e i r  f a m il ie s .  S ince  th e  m arried  m ig ran ts  were on th e  average o ld e r  

than s i n ^ e  men, th e  m ig ra tio n  stream  "aged" s l i g h t l y .  By t h i s  p o in t ,  

r e tu r n  m ig ra tio n  had become a  s ig n i f i c a n t  in fo rm atio n  fo rc e  a s  more and 

more w orkers re tu rn e d  from Germany, e i t h e r  perm anently  o r  on v a c a tio n , 

B a r te ls  (1968 :313-324), in  a  s tu d y  o f  th e  d if f u s io n  o f  knowledge con­

c e rn in g  l i f e  abroad , no ted  th a t  o n ly  abou t e i ^ t  to  te n  p e r  c e n t o f  wor­

k e rs  from Iz m ir  were in flu en c ed  by p u b lic  so u rces  o f  in fo rm atio n  and 

th a t  th e  most i n f l u e n t i a l  source was th e  r e tu r n in g  m ig ran t. Akre 

(1 9 7 4 :1 8 -1 9 ), in  a  r e p o r t  on th e  em ig ra tion  i n t a c t  on a  T urk ish  v i l l a g e .
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i l l u s t r a t e d  th e  " ro m a n tic iz a tio n  o f  l i f e  abroad" approach taken  by r e tu r n ­

in g  w orkers:

M igrants r e tu rn in g  home, e i th e r  on tem porary le a v e , o r ,  l e s s  o f te n , 
on a  f in a l  b a s is ,  would in v a r ia b ly  make h ig h ly  v i s ib le  d is p la y s  o f 
t h e i r  new found s t a tu s  and p ro p e r ty , C onspiclous consumption 
seemed to  re v o lv e  around a  fa s c in a tio n  w ith  a  wide v a r ie ty  o f  gad- 
g e try , and r e tu r n in g  w orkers were c e r ta in  to  b rin g  back w ith  them 
a t  l e a s t  th e  l e g a l  l i m i t  o f  such consumer goods n o t a v a ila b le  in  
Turkey, A r e tu rn in g  w orker, in  s p i te  o f  o f te n  v e ry  u n su ita b le  
w eather c o n d itio n s  in  th e  v i l l a g e  (mud, r a in ,  e t c . )  would never 
be seen w ith o u t h is  "uniform " -  th e  l a t e s t  in  w estern  s ty le  s u i t ,  
shoes, h a t ,  e tc .

In  th e  s p r in g  o f  1972, I  a lso  observed a  s im ila r  g lo r i f i c a t io n  

in  working c la s s  c a fe s  and b ars  in  S pain , To my s u rp r is e ,  a f t e r  having  

heard  th e  com plain ts o f  Spanish m igran ts about l iv in g  c o n d itio n s  in  

Germany, I  d isco v e red  a  tendency among th e  re tu rn e e s  to  ro m an tic ize  t h e i r  

form er l i f e  ab road , T h ro u ^  such exposure, h e s i t a n t  w orkers then  e n te r ­

ta in e d  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  making a p p lic a t io n  f o r  employment in  a  n o rth e rn  

European c o u n try . S ubsequently , word sp read  r a p id ly  in to  h in te r la n d  

a re a s  and once a g a in , in  new re c ru itm e n t d i s t r i c t s ,  "p ioneer"  s in g le  

w orkers sought to  em ig ra te , fo llow ed , in  tu rn , by th o se  who a t  f i r s t  

d isp la y ed  r e lu c ta n c e . I t  should  be remembered, however, th a t  m ig ra tion  

to  Germany does n o t  g e n e ra l ly  tak e  p la c e  d i r e c t l y  b u t fo llow s a  move 

through chain  m ig ra tio n  to  a  l a r g e r  town o r  c i t y  where in d u s t r ia l  

experience  i s  a c q u ire d .

Although th e  v a s t  m a jo rity  o f  m igran ts o r ig in a l ly  a s p ir e s  to  

work in  Germany f o r  a  r e l a t i v e l y  s h o r t  tim e p e r io d , th ey  soon d isco v e r 

th a t  a  s e t  o f  f a c to r s  ( e , g , , th e  c o s t  o f  l i v in g  ab road , expense o f  sup­

p o r t in g  a  d ua l household in  th e  case  o f  m arried  w orkers, changing p a t te rn s  

o f  consum ption, e t c . )  m it ig a te  a g a in s t  t h e i r  s h o r t  term  goal o f  a cq u ir­

in g  a  p e rso n a l poo l o f  sav in g s  to  be s e t  a s id e  f o r  a  v a r ie ty  o f  p u r-
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p o ses  upon t h e i r  r e tu rn  home. Many m ig ran ts , th e re fo re , ex tend  th e i r  

s ta y  in  Germany. In c re a s in g ly , m arried  male w oikers send f o r  t h e i r  

w ives who can a lso  secu re  work abroad aind th u s  add to  th e  fa m ily 's  income. 

F req u en tly , th e  c h ild re n  a re  h ro u # it  a long  i f  th ey  cannot be l e f t  a t  

home w ith  th e  g ran d p aren ts  o r  o th e r  fam ily  members. At t h i s  ju n c tu re , 

th e  sex and age com position o f  th e  m ig ra to ry  stream  begins to  change 

in  fa v o r o f  g re a te r  numbers o f  women and c h ild re n  under s ix te e n  yaars  

o f  age. S ince i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  house fa m ilie s  in  th e  b a rrack  s t r u c ­

tu re s  e re c te d  fo r  s i n ^ e  w orkers n ea r th e  f a c to r ie s ,  and because o f  

th e  m igrant c h ild re n , a d d i t io n a l  p re s su re  i s  p la c e d  upon th e  German 

housing , m edical, and e d u ca tio n a l in f r a s t r u c tu r e .  The m ig ran ts ’ r i s ­

in g  le v e l  o f  e x p ec ta tio n s  and changing consumption p a t te r n s  re n d e r  i t  

in c re a s in g ly  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  them to  r e tu rn  home where t h e i r  s tan d a rd  

o f  l i v in g  w i l l  be d r a s t i c a l l y  red u ced . Thus, th e re  i s  a  tendency to  

extend th e  s ta y  in  Germany. Through s tead y  m atu ra tio n  o f  th e  migra­

t io n  stream  w ith  more fam ily  members m ig ra tin g  to  Germany, th e  a l ie n  

p o p u la tio n  o f  th e  cou n try  grows s u b s ta n t ia l ly .  Given a  fo re ig n  m igran t 

p o p u la tio n  o f  over fo u r  m illio n  co n cen tra ted  p redom inan tly  in  th e  in d u s­

t r i a l  c i t i e s  and town o f  Germany, e th n ic  enclaves appeeur. The m igran ts 

o f  common n a t io n a l i ty  and re g io n a l  o r ig in s  tend  to  group to g e th e r  in  

th e  o ld e r  s e c t io n s  o f  towns and c i t i e s  and am e la b o ra te  in f r a s t r u c tu r e  

( e . g . ,  c a fe s , b a rs , s o c ia l  c lu b s , r e l ig io u s  c e n te r s ,  t r a v e l  ag en c ie s , 

im port s to r e s ) ,  norm ally  managed by fe llo w  n a t io n a ls ,  emerges to  c a te r  

to  th e  m ig ran ts ' needs. For each n a t io n a l i ty ,  th e  ev o lu tio n  o f th e  

m igration  stream  fo llo w s i t s  own p a th , and a t  any given tim e in  Ger­

many, b e fo re  a l l  s tream s have c o % le te ly  m atured, th e  v a r io u s  migramt
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communities w i l l  r e f l e c t  d i f f e r e n t  com positions and ad ap tiv e  re sp o n se s . 

Before d is c u s s in g  in  more d e ta i l  th e  n a tu re  o f  m igran t communities, 

however, some c o n s id e ra tio n  needs to  be given to  th e  p re -m ig ra tio n  

c h a r a c te r i s t i c s  o f  th e  m igrants them selves and o f  th e  l a r g e r  p o p u la tio n  

from which th ey  a re  drawn.

4 . The C h a r a c te r is t ic s  o f  th e  M igran ts:

A R eco n sid era tio n  o f  t h e i r  P re -M ig ra tio n  Backgrounds 

Contemporary in tra -E u ro p ean  m ig ra tio n  can be viewed in  gen era l 

a s  a  p ro cess  o f  C o n tin en ta l wage and la b o r  exchange between re g io n s  o f  

d i f f e r e n t i a l  economic developm ent. In  term s o f  ag g reg a te  s t a t i s t i c a l  

in d ic a to r s ,  i t  i s  known th a t  the  modem m igran ts o r ig in a te  from Medi­

te rra n e an  re g io n s  which, in  comparison to  European in d u s t r ia l  " h e a r t ­

land" a re a s , a re  c h a ra c te r iz e d  by h ig ^  unemployment, low s tan d a rd s  o f  

l i v in g  and p e r  c a p i ta  incomes, h i ^  r a t e s  o f  n a tu ra l  p o p u la tio n  in c re a s e , 

low ed u ca tio n a l l e v e l s ,  and heavy employment in  th e  prim ary  s e c to r .  

G en era lly  sp eak ing , th e  m igrant send ing  re g io n s  tend  to  be among th e  

most underdeveloped and econom ically  d ep ressed  a re a s  o f  the  M ed ite rra ­

nean n a tio n s .

R easoning from th e se  m a c ro -c h a ra c te r is t ic s ,  both s c h o la r ly  and 

p o p u la r w r i te r s  have a r r iv e d  a t  an a rc h e ty p ic a l  d e s c r ip t io n  o f th e  a v e r­

age m igrant to  n o rthw estern  Europe ( e . g . ,  B r i ^ t  1972i 12-15; C a s tle s  and 

Kosack 1973:45-48; D e sc lo itre s  1967a:5 0 -32 ). In  a  r e p re s e n ta t iv e  ch a rac ­

t e r i z a t io n  o f  th e  m ig ran ts , C a s tle s  and Kosack (1 9 7 3 :^ 6 ), in  t h e i r  i n f l u ­

e n t ia l  work Im m igrant Workers and C lass  S tru c tu re  in  Western Europe, 

a s s e r t :
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The im m igrant w orker, coming to  W estern Europe fo r  th e  f i r s t  tim e, 
may n ever have seen a  fa c to ry  b e fo re  l e t  a lo n e  have woriced in  one.
He has p ro b ab ly  l iv e d  a l l  h is  l i f e  in  a  p e a s a n t community, u s in g  
t r a d i t i o n a l  p ro d u c tio n  methods and p r e - in d u s t r i a l  techno logy . The 
hours and rhythm s o f  work have been de term ined  by th e  seasons and 
by th e  n a tu ra l  needs o f  p la n ts  and an im a ls . The d i s c ip l in e  and 
s t r i c t  tim e-keep ing  re q u ire d  by in d u s t r i a l  work th e re fo re  r e q u ire  
a  p a in fu l  change in  th e  h a b i ts  o f  th e  im m igrant. Urban l i f e ,  to o , 
can prove d i f f i c u l t  and co n fu sin g .

Leaving a s id e  th e  a u th o rs ' obvious la c k  o f  knowledge concern ing  

a g ra r ia n  ecology in  contem porary M editerranean  com m unities, th ey  p ro v id e  

us w ith  a  s u c c in c t  summary o f  a  w idespread  s c h o la r ly  view o f  th e  i n t r a -  

European m ig ran t. In  s h o r t ,  he i s  p o rtra y e d  a s  a  c la s s ic  p e a sa n t: 

u n s k i l le d ,  uneducated , im poverished , tra d it io n -b o u n d , and h o p e le s s ly  

ig n o ra n t o f  in d u s t r ia l -u r b a n  l i f e .  The " p e a s a n ts ,"  a s  they  a re  o f te n  

la b e l le d ,  a re  r e lu c ta n t  to  " leav e  ( t h e i r )  home town and go to  far-aw ay 

p la c e s"  (N eyzi 1967:226), b u t when th ey  do i t  i s  a  p ro cess  o f  be ing  

" b r u ta l ly  tra n s p la n te d  in to  an urban economy unprepared  and v i r t u a l l y  

uneducated" (D e s c lo i t r e s  1967b:7), C a s tle s  and Kosack (1973*93) d e p ic t  

th e  m ig ran ts  a s  a r r iv in g  in  "W estern Europe from r u r a l  a re a s  in  back­

ward n o n - in d u s tr ia l  c o u n tr ie s .  They have l i t t l e  o r  no b a s ic  ed u ca tio n  

and have never worked in  in d u s try  o r  any modem type  o f  u n d e rtak in g  in  

th e  s e rv ic e s  s e c to r ."  As a  s o c io lo g ic a l  e n t i t y .  Im m igrants a re  o f te n  

viewed homogeneously, d is t in g u is h e d  o n ly  by n a t io n a l i ty  and language , 

sh a r in g  common d ep riv ed  backgrounds o f  b e in g  pushed from th e  d e p lo ra b le  

c o n d itio n s  o f  th e  o n ly  l i f e  th ey  have known—t h a t  o f  th e  backward, 

M editerranean  v i l l a g e .

Armed w ith  s im ila r  s te re o ty p e s  g a rn e red  from th e  in tra -E u ro p ean  

l i t e r a t u r e ,  I  began fie ldw ork  in  1971 o n ly  to  s w i f t ly  d isc o v e r  t h a t  

th e  m ig ran ts  I  encoun tered  r a r e ly  f u l f i l l e d  t h e i r  "p easan t"  q u a l i t i e s .
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My im m ediate r e a c t io n  was to  r a t io n a l i z e  away my own b e s t  judgem ents: 

s u re ly  th e  im m igrants had a lre a d y  undergone in te n s e  r e s o c ia l i z a t io n  in  

Germany; o r  th ey  tended to  o v e rs ta te  t h e i r  p re -m ig ra tio n  background and 

s k i l l s ;  o r  th e  p a r t i c u l a r  w orkers I  encountered  were n o n - re p re s e n ta tiv e  

o f  M editerranean  m ig ran ts  in  g e n e ra l. Any doub ts  I  p e r io d ic a l ly  e n te r ­

ta in e d  ab o u t th e  backgrounds o f  th e  m igran ts were im m ediately  d is p e l le d  

through in te rv ie w s  w ith  Germans o f  a l l  s o c ia l  c la s s e s  and p o l i t i c a l  

o r ie n ta t io n s .  Em ployers, b u re a u c ra te s , la b o r e r s ,  and even housewives 

were quick to  p o in t  o u t th a t  g u es t w orkers a t  l e a s t  had work in  Germany 

whereas a t  home th ey  had none. Thanks to  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  in  Germany, th ey  

could become s k i l l e d  and tr a in e d  woricers; in d eed , im m igration was seen 

as  a  form o f  developm ental a id  o f fe re d  by Germany to  l e s s  advanced so u th ­

ern  European c o u n tr ie s .  Even c r i t i c s  o f  th e  em ployers’ u se  o f  fo re ig n ­

e r s ,  p a r t i c u l a r ly  M a rx is t-o r ie n te d  s tu d e n ts ,  charged t h a t  th e  phenomenon 

re p re se n te d  a c la s s ic  case  o f  th e  e x p lo i ta t io n  o f  th e  " re s e rv e  a rm ies o f  

th e  unemployed” im poverished  p e a sa n try  (s e e  C a s tle s  and Kosack 1973» fo r  

a neo-M arx ist i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ) . W hatever h i s  p o l i t i c a l  hue o r  so c io ­

economic p o s i t io n  in  s o c ie ty , th e  n o rth w este rn  European’ s  c o g n itiv e  

model o f  th e  m ig ran t tended  to  be th e  same: th e  m igran t re p re se n te d  th e  

v ery  epitom e o f  th e  backward c o n d itio n s  o f  so u th ern  Europe,

As I  w i l l  a ttem p t to  dem onstrate  below, th e se  co n c lu s io n s  a re  

g ro s s ly  o v e rs im p lif ie d  and in  many r e s p e c ts  fundam entally  in a c c u ra te .  

A lthough a  sm all segment o f  th e  m igran ts comes from th e  lo w est rungs o f  

th e  M editerranean  socio-econom ic la d d e r ,  and t h i s  p e rcen tag e  v a r i e s  from 

co u n try  to  c o u n try , from re g io n  to  re g io n , and o v er tim e, in tra -E u ro p ean  

m ig ra tio n  in  f a c t  re p re s e n ts  a  k in d  o f "w orking c la s s  b ra in  d r a in ."
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For th e  most p a r t ,  th e  m ig ran ts  com prise a  h i ^ e r  s k i l l e d ,  b e t te r  edu­

c a te d  and f in a n c ia l ly  secu re  p o r tio n  o f  th e  l a r g e r  p o p u la tio n  o u t o f  

which they  a re  drawn. V olun tary  m ig ra tio n  i s  always s e le c t iv e ,  and 

given th e  s p e c i f ic  demands o f  German employers and th e  c o n tro l by home 

coun try  em igra tion  a u th o r i t i e s ,  contem porary in tra -E u ro p ean  in d u s t r i a l  

m ig ra tio n  i s  more s e le c t iv e  than  most c a se s  o f  m ig ra tio n .

While i t  i s  no doubt presum ptuous to  q u estio n  th e  l a t e n t  assump­

t io n s  o f  o th e rs ,  i t  m i ^ t  be sp ecu la ted  th a t  th e  n o rthw estern  European 

c o g n itiv e  view o f  th e  m ig ran ts i s  more a  m a tte r  o f  e th n o c e n tr ic , w ish­

fu l  th in k in g  and id e o lo g ic a l  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  than  r e a l i t y .  German employ­

e rs  have convinced them selves th a t  th ey  a re  p ro v id in g  employment and 

in d u s t r i a l  t r a in in g  to  p re v io u s ly  jo b le s s ,  u n s k ille d  M ed iterraneans. 

C r i t i c s  o f  th e  K o n ju n k tu rp u ffe r approach, co n v erse ly , w ish to  h ig h l ig h t  

how i n d u s t r i a l i s t s  e x p lo it  th e  in n o cen t and downtrodden European p e a s ­

a n try . I n t r i g u i n g y ,  such co n c lu sio n s  a r e  based on no more than  q u a l i ­

t a t iv e  im pressions d e s p ite  th e  e x is te n c e  and a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  a  la r g e  

number o f  e x c e lle n t  n o n - in te rp r e ta t iv e  s t a t i s t i c a l  su rv ey s .

Before condemning o u tr ig h t  th o se  who adhere  to  th e  above d e s ­

c r ib e d  m isconcep tions, I  must adm it th a t  I  a lso  was f ra n k ly  d isap p o in ted  

when th e  m ig ran ts  d id  n o t f i t  my own "rom antic" image o f  a  " ru s t ic "  

p e a s a n try . L e s t I  be m isunderstood, I  am n o t a rg u in g  f o r  th e  o p p o s ite  

extreme s te re o ty p e  o f  a  s o p h is t ic a te d , u rbane, and h i ^ i l y  s k i l l e d  m igrant 

b u t fo r  a  r e a l i z a t io n  th a t  in tra -E u ro p ean  m ig ra tio n  i s  a  s e le c t iv e  p ro ­

cess  g iv in g  r i s e  to  a  complex m ixture o f  m ig ran ts , g e n e ra lly  n o n -rep re ­

s e n ta t iv e  o f th e  l a r g e r  p o p u la tio n  a t  home, and embedded in  c o n s ta n tly  

f lu c tu a t in g  s tream  com positions guided by a  v a r ie ty  o f  r e s t r a i n t s :
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nam ely, the  re c ru itm e n t system , employers* demands, sending  coun try  

em igra tion  r e s t r i c t i o n s ,  in fo rm atio n  chan n e ls , to  mention o n ly  a  few.

In  s h o r t ,  th e  make-up o f  th e  m igrant p o p u la tio n  does n o t c o r r e la te  p re ­

c i s e ly  w ith  th e  c h a r a c te r i s t i c s  o f  th e  g en era l r u r a l  p o p u la tio n  in  th e  

send ing  reg io n  a s  i s  o f te n  assumed, and f o r  th e  most p a r t  th e  m igrants 

have, p r io r  to  em ig ra tio n , ob ta in ed  a  degree o f  e d u c a tio n a l, s k i l l ,  and 

o ccu p a tio n a l experience  o f  th e  k in d  v a lu ed  by in d u s t r i a l  em ployers.

As was p o in ted  o u t in  th e  p rev io u s  s e c t io n  o f  th i s  c h ap te r , 

th e  c h a r a c te r i s t i c s ,  m otives, and s o c io lo g ic a l  com position o f  m ig ration  

stream s a l t e r  through tim e. Such dynam ics, th e re fo re ,  make i t  extrem ely 

d i f f i c u l t  to  p in p o in t a c c u ra te ly  th e  in te r n a l  n a tu re  o f  th e  m ig ra tin g  

u n i t .  S evera l coterm inous m ig ra tio n  flow s a t  d i f f e r e n t  l e v e l s  o f  

m atu ra tio n  can be in  motion from a  s i n ^ e  la b o r  e x p o rtin g  n a tio n  ren d ­

e r in g  i t  doubly hazardous to  s l i c e  through a t  a  g iven tim e p e rio d  and 

g e n e ra liz e  abou t th e  c h a r a c te r i s t i c s  o f  th e  m ig ran ts . N e v e rth e le ss , 

by h o ld in g  a  c o n s ta n t eye on th e  genera l changes o u tl in e d  in  th e  above 

s e c t io n , broad r e g u l a r i t i e s  can be d e sc r ib e d . S ince g en era l demographic 

c h a r a c te r i s t i c s  o f  th e  m igran ts have a lre ad y  been mentioned ( e , g , , age 

and m a rita l s t a t u s ) , more s t r e s s  w i l l  be p laced  h e re  on a  re c o n s id e ra r  

t io n  o f  what appear to  be unfounded s c h o la r ly  b e l i e f s  concern ing  th e  

s k i l l  l e v e l s ,  u rb a n - in d u s t r ia l  ex p erien ce , and p re -m ig ra tio n  economic 

and employment s ta tu s  o f  th e  m igran ts ( s e e  ta b le  3 ,6  f o r  age s t r u c tu r e s ) ,^  

Because o f  em ployers' demand and a t  tim es because o f  th e  emi­

g ra tio n  c o u n tr ie s ' p o l i c i e s ,  th e  " ty p ic a l” m ig ran t, w hatever h is  o r  h e r 

p o s i t io n  in  th e  m ig ra to ry  s tream , tends to  be b e t t e r  educated , h ig h e r 

s k i l l e d ,  f u l l y  o r  p a r t i a l l y  s o c ia l iz e d  to  u rb a n - in d u s tr ia l  l i v in g ,  and
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TABLE 3 .6

AGS STRUCTURE OF FOREIGN EMPLOYEES ACCORDING 
TO NATIONALITIES

below 25 to  be­ 30 to  be­ 35 to  be­ 40 to  be­ 45
N ation age 25 low 30 low 35 low 40 low 45 and over

1972 1968 1972 1968 1972 1968 1972 1968 1972 1968 1972 19ÔÏ

I t a l i a n 25 27 16 18 15 14 12 15 12 11 18 15
Greek 8 7 19 25 23 29 24 21 14 11 11 7
Spanish 12 11 19 15 16 23 20 24 16 16 16 11
P o rtu g ese 4 —- 18 27 —— 22 — — 16 — - 12 —
Turk 9 7 21 29 33 31 22 18 10 11 4 4
Yugoslav 17 11 26 25 21 25 17 18 11 11 7 10

O ther 22 — — 21 — 17 — — 14 — — 7 — 18 —

T otal 16 16 21 21 22 21 18 17 11 12 11 13

below 25 to  be­ 30 to  be­ 35 to  be­ 40 to  be­ 45
N ation age 25 low 30 low 35 low 40 low 45 and o v er

1972 1968 1972 1968 1972 1968 1972 1968 1972 1968 1972 I96E

I t a l i a n 38 36 16 20 12 15 10 11 11 mmmm 12 —
Greek 25 30 23 24 21 20 16 15 10 8 —  — —

Spanish 25 23 18 24 13 15 15 15 13 12 16 11
P o rtu g ese 27 —— 26 — 20 —— 12 — — 9 — — —— — —'

Turk 32 32 24 23 20 18 12 17 7
Yugoslav 39 39 23 24 16 15 10 11 7 —— 5

O ther 30 —— 25
T o ta l 32 32 22 23 17 15 12 12 8 9 8 9

Source: B u n d esan sta lt fU r A rlje it , R ep ra se n ta tlv u n te rsu c h u n g (l9 7 2 il6 )
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econom ically  b e t t e r  o f f  than  th e  g e n e ra l p o p u la tio n  from which they  

o r ig in a te .  To r e i t e r a t e ,  t h i s  i s  n o t  to  say t h a t  th ey  a re  t r u e  p ro fe s ­

s io n a ls  b u t t h a t  th ey  r e p re s e n t  a  k in d  o f  "cream  o f  th e  crop" segment 

o f  th ose  p o p u la tio n s  f in d in g  em ig ra tio n  a  v ia b le  s o lu tio n  to  t h e i r  

economic and s o c ia l  c ircu m stan ces . To su p p o rt t h i s  a s s e r t io n ,  each o f  

th e  above mentioned c h a r a c te r i s t i c s  (e d u c a tio n , s k i l l s ,  u rb a n - in d u s t r ia l  

ex p erien ce , and economic s ta tu s )  w i l l  be co n sid ered  s e r i a l l y ,  The c ase s  

o f  Spain and Turkey w i l l  be u t i l i z e d  f o r  pu rposes o f  i l l u s t r a t i o n .

S c a tte re d  th roughou t th e  in tra -E u ro p e an  m ig ra tio n  l i t e r a t u r e  

a re  re fe re n c e s  to  th e  ex trem ely  low le v e l  o f  ed u ca tio n a l a tta in m e n t by 

th e  m ig ran ts , C a s tle s  and Kosack (1973*47-48), in  a  ty p ic a l  e x p re ss io n , 

no te :

The m a jo r ity  o f  m ig ran ts  come from  th e  p o o re s t  c la s s e s .  T h e ir  
e d u ca tio n a l s ta n d a rd s  a re  th e re fo re  l i k e l y  to  be even low er than  
the  n a t io n a l  average  f o r  th e  c o u n tr ie s  concerned . I l l i t e r a c y  i s  
on ly  p a r t  o f  th e  problem  o f  g e n e ra l educa tion  which im m igrants 
have, A la r g e  number o f  peop le  count as  l i t e r a t e  a l t h o u ^  th ey  
a re  m erely a b le  to  w r i te  t h e i r  names.

W hile th e  e d u ca tio n a l l e v e l  o f  th e  m ig ran ts  i s  o b v io u sly  low er th an  th e  

average  o f  n o rth w estern  European c o u n tr ie s ,  t h e i r  form al e d u ca tio n a l 

exposure a s  a  group i s  much g re a te r  th an  r e a l iz e d  and may even f o r  some 

m igran t n a t i o n a l i t i e s  ( e , g , , th e  Y ugoslavs) approach t h a t  o f  German 

w oikers employed in  th e  same manual o ccu p a tio n s  (B u n d e sa n s ta lt  f t l r  

A rb e it 1 9 7 2 :28 ),

In tra -E u ro p ean  m ig ra tio n  i s  fundam entally  a  g r a v i ta t io n  toward 

a re a s  o f  h i ^ e r  wage le v e l s  even i f  th e  em igran ts do n o t  u se  t h e i r  p re ­

v io u s ly  acq u ired  s k i l l s .  Y et, D e s c lo itre s  (1 9 6 7 b :? ) , th e  fo rem ost 

a u th o r i ty  on m ig ra tio n  a d a p ta tio n  in  Europe, re v e rse d  th e  c au sa l sequence 

in  a s s e r t in g :  "The f a c t  t h a t  th e se  im m igrants o b ta in  o n ly  low p a id  jo b s
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in  w estern  Europe i s  a  f a i r l y  t r u e  r e f l e c t io n  o f  t h e i r  la c k  o f  in d u s­

t r i a l  t r a in in g  and poo r q u a l i ty  o f  t h e i r  b a s ic  know ledge." The r e a l i t y  

o f  th e  m a tte r  i s ,  however, th a t  im m igrants in  w estern  Europe o b ta in  

"low p a id  jo b s " —which o f te n  pay th re e  o r  fo u r  tim es a s  much a s  th ey  

re c e iv e  in  t h e i r  home c o u n tr ie s —sim ply  because th e se  a r e  th e  jo b s  

a v a i la b le  to  them and n o t n e c e s s a r i ly  because o f  t h e i r  la c k  o f  in d u s­

t r i a l  t r a in in g  o r  e d u ca tio n . A nother s c h o la r , th e  American s o c io lo g is t  

Arnold Rose ( 19691122-123)» has even a t te n ç te d  to  develop  a  g en era l 

index  o f  m ig ran t a d j u s t a b i l i t y  to  n o rth w este rn  European s o c ie ty  based 

o f  n a t io n a l  ag g reg a te  d a ta  on e d u ca tio n a l l e v e l s ,  i l l i t e r a c y ,  and g en era l 

economic developm ent. H is s ta te d  purpose was to  develop  a  way to  "meas­

u re  th e  a d ju s t a b i l i t y  o f  em igrants" which he c la im s i s  a  " f a i r l y  v a l id  

m easure, even th o u ^  th e  d a ta  f o r  some o f  th e  conq>onents a re  n o t h i^ i l y  

r e l i a b l e . "  R easoning from n a tio n a l  s t a t i s t i c s ,  he a rg u e s  t h a t  " th e  

p ro sp e c ts  f o r  th e  Turks a r e  w o rs t,"  because o f  T u rk ey 's  h i ^  i l l i t e r ­

acy  r a t e s  and economic underdevelopm ent.

A c lo s e r  exam ination o f  th e  m igrants* e d u c a tio n a l l e v e l s ,  how­

ev er, r e v e a ls  th e  s e l e c t i v i t y  b ia se s  in  th e  m ig ra tio n  p ro c e s s , K olan 

(1973»53“55 ), f o r  ex an ç le , draw ing on s e v e ra l  su rv e y s , p o in ts  o u t  th e  

ed u ca tio n a l d if f e r e n c e s  between th e  T u ik ish  m ig ran ts  and th e  t o t a l  

T urk ish  work force*

On th e  whole, th e  m ig ran t p o p u la tio n  i s  b e t t e r  educa ted  than  
th e  w orking-age p o p u la tio n  rem ain ing  in  Turkey, N early  h a l f  
th e  T urk ish  work fo rc e  in  1970 was i l l i t e r a t e ,  compared w ith  
o n ly  about 5 p e rc e n t o f  th e  m ig ran ts  (m ost o f  whom a re  p ro b ab ly  
fe m a le s ) . In  a d d itio n  to  m eeting age re q u irem en ts , m igran t wor­
k e r s  must be l i t e r a t e ,  ex cep t women and c e r ta in  w orkers re q u e s te d  
by name by fo re ig n  em ployers.

F u r th e r  su p p o rtin g  evidence comes from a  su rvey  by A ker (1972, c i t e d  in

Kolan 1973*56) ,  who c la im s in  1971 t h a t  7 0 .5  p e r  c e n t o f  th e  T urk ish
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TABLE 3 .7

FORMAL EDUCATION OF FOREIGN WORKERS OUTSIDE 
THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC

( in  %)

no lO years no
N a t io n a l i ty  sch o o l- 4 y ears  5years 6 years  7years 8 y ears  9 y ears  and s t a t e -

in g  o ver ment

Men

I t a l i a n s 7 22 34 10 6 12 _ 5 —

Greek 4 21 6 51 4 5 - 6 -
Spanish 6 24 8 12 10 23 6 10 -

P o rtu g ese 9 57 15 8 8 - -

TuA 7 15 53 6 5 5 - 5 -

Yugoslav - 20 6 11 7 35 - 17 —

O ther 11 ? 7 23 10 41 -

T o ta l 6 19 22 13 6 17 3 13 1

Women

I t a l i a n — 30 38 12 12 -

Greek 7 23 7 51 6 5 -

Spanish - 17 - 14 12 27 - 12 -

P o rtu g ese 11 67 10 11 -

Tui* 18 17 40 11 7 - -

Yugoslav - 18 6 8 - 43 - 15 -

O th e r - 30 55 -

T o ta l 9 20 16 15 4 17 3 15 1

Source» B u n d esan sta lt f ü r  A rb e it  ( 1972»28).
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TABLE 3 .8

DISTRIBUTION BY EDUCATIONAL LEVEL OF THE TURKISH 
LABOR FORCE AND WORKERS WHO MIGRATE, 1960-71 

(in %)

Turkish Labor Force Migrant workers

i960 1965 1970 1960-70 1971 1967-71

Illiterate 72.3 52.6 45.1

(average)

56.7 4 .7 5 .6
Literate but did 
not graduate 12.9 10.0 11.5 _ _ 23.0
Elementary 23.0 28.6 36.1 29.2 70.5 63.1
Junior high 2.1 2 .3 3 .2 2 .5 5 .6 3 .4
High 0 .6 1.0 1 .6 1.1 1.7 0 .8
Vocational 1 .0 1 .5 2 .3 1.6 4 .7 2 .2
University 0 .8 1.1 1 .7 1 .2 — — —  —

Unknown or undeter­
mined 9 .3 --

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 96 .5 100.0

Source: Table and original sources cited in Kolan ( 1973»56)
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m igran ts  had a t  l e a s t  c o n fla te d  elem entary  school compared to  a  1970 

f ig u re  o f  36,1 p e r  c en t o f  th e  T urkish  p o p u la tio n  a t  la rg e  ( s e e  ta b le

3 .8 ) .

A more th o r o u ^  breakdown o f  a l l  m ig ran t g ro i^ in g s  i s  p rov ided  

by a  B u n d esan sta lt f t t r  A rb e it  survey p u b lish e d  in  1972 ( s e e  ta b le  3 .7 ) ,  

V a ria tio n s  between th e  v a rio u s  e th n ic  groups in  Germany can be r e a d i ly  

seen in  th e  ta b le i  f o r  example, on ly  a  sm all p e rcen tag e  o f  th e  P o r tu ­

gese m ig ran ts  (8  p e r  c en t o f  th e  males and 11 p e r  c e n t o f  th e  fem ales) 

have com pleted more than  e i ^ t  years  o f  sch o o lin g  a s  compared, a t  th e  

o p p o s ite  extrem e, to  th e  Yugoslavs where 5^ p e r  c e n t o f  th e  men and 

58 p e r  c e n t o f  th e  women w orkers have com pleted e i ^ t  y ears  o r  more.

Of s p e c ia l  i n t e r e s t  a re  th e  Spanish m ig ran ts , a ls o  th o u g h t to  be p o o rly  

educated . A ccording to  th e  German su rvey , 39 p e r  c e n t o f  both males 

and fem ales have c o % le te d  e ig h t  y ears  o f  sch o o lin g  o r  more and f o r  

both sex  groups, a t  l e a s t  10 p e r  c e n t a tte n d e d  schoo l te n  y ears  o r  lo n ­

g e r . While th e  ta b le  su g g es ts  co n sid e ra b le  v a r ia t io n  w ith in  each m igran t 

c a teg o ry  and o v e r a l l  th e  f ig u re s  may n o t in d ic a te  an e x tra o rd in a r11y 

h i ^  le v e l  o f  ed u ca tio n , th ey  do p o in t  to  a  m igran t p o p u la tio n  w ith  

e d u ca tio n a l a tta in m e n t w e ll above send ing  n a tio n  av erag es  and, in  a l l  

c a se s , th e re  a r e  ex trem ely  sm all numbers o f  m igran ts who have had no 

sc h o o lin g  ( s e e  ta b le  3 .9 ) .^

As w ith  ed u ca tio n a l l e v e l s ,  th e  s k i l l s  o f  th e  w orkers a r e  much 

more developed th an  g e n e ra lly  bdLieved. I n te r p r e ta t io n  o f  s k i l l  group­

in g s  i s  somewhat d i f f i c u l t  g iven th e  v a r ia t io n s  in  d e f in i t io n  o f  s k i l l  

c a te g o r ie s  and q u a l i ty  o f  o ccu p a tio n a l t r a in in g  from coun try  to  c o u n try . 

A d d itio n a lly , s e v e ra l  a v a ila b le  su rveys o f f e r  w idely  c o n tra d ic to ry  in t e r s
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TABLE 3 .9

FOREIGN EMPLOYEES WITH OCCUPATIONAL QUALIFICATIONS 

MEDIATED BY THE BUNDESANSTALT FÜER ARBEIT 

( i n  %)

N a tio n a l i ty 1973 1972 1971 1970 1969 1968 1967 1966 1965

I t a l i a n 19 .4 45 .7 36.1 29.9 27.1 24 .2 39 .2 4 4 .5 36.9
Greek 15.5 13.6 10.9 5 .2 2 .4 4 .7 8 .4 15.9 8 .7
Spanish 10.1 19.2 10 .5 4 .1 3 .5 6 .7 7 .0 5 .7 5 .6
P ortu g ese 33.1 31.0 23 .0 14.9 13.1 10.3 16.1 11.5 17.0

Turk 2 9 .7 30.3 46 .3 34.0 28 .2 26 .4 3 2 .8 31.2 3 4 .8

Yugoslav 3 6 .4 36.0 30.1 27 .5 18.0 - - - -

Tunesian 9 .2 4 2 .5 3 4 .5 33.9 - - - - -

Moroccan 32 .7 34 .2 - - - - - - -

T otal 29 .1 29.2 29 .2 22 .5 16.7 16.0 22 .8 21 .4 20 .9

Source: adap ted  from B u n d esan sta lt fO r A rb e it  (I9 6 9 i3 2 ) 1971*40; 1972/73*59)
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p r e ta t lo n s  and s t a t i s t i c a l  f in d in g s  on th e  degree  o f  p ro fe s s io n a l  t r a i n ­

in g  a t ta ln d e d  by th e  m igran t g roups. Because o f  seunple b ia s  o r  u t i l i ­

z a tio n  o f  d i f f e r e n t  s k i l l  c a te g o r ie s ,  p e rh ap s , Aker (1972, c i t e d  i n  K olan 

1973» 5?) I f o r  example, c la im s th a t  60 p e r  c e n t o f  h is  T u rk ish  sainple 

were s k i l l e d  w h ile  a  T urk ish  En^loyment S e rv ic e  survey  ( c i t e d  In  Kolan 

1973» 57) p re s e n ts  d a ta  c a te g o r iz in g  a lm ost 70 p e r  c e n t o f  th e  w oikers 

a s  u n s k i l le d .  More r e l i a b l e  and com prehensive d a ta  a r e  p e rh ap s p ro v id ed  

by th e  B u n d esan sta lt f t t r  A rb e it (v a r io u s  Issues#  I969, 1970, 1971, 1972/73) 

which a ls o  dem onstra te  y e a r ly  v a r ia t io n  In  s k i l l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  th e  

e n te r in g  w o ik e rs . Table 3 .6  shows t h a t  th e  p e rcen tag e  o f  s k i l l e d  wor­

k e r s  moving In to  Germany s in c e  I965 changes ftom  y ea r to  y e a r . I n  th e  

case  o f  T urk ish  w oikers, an e s tim a ted  2 6 .4  p e r  c en t were s k i l l e d  In  I 968, 

b u t by 1971, o v er 46 p e r  c e n t q u a l i f ie d  f o r  t h a t  c a te g o ry . O v e ra ll , 

most n a t i o n a l i t i e s  have a t  l e a s t  o n e - th ird  s k i l l e d  w oikers w ith  th e  excep­

t io n  o f  G reece and Spain  which show somewhat low er s k i l l  l e v e l s .  F u r th e r  

evidence o f  p ro fe s s io n a l  t r a in in g  I s  p rov ided  by a  1972 B u n d esan sta lt 

f t t r  A rb e it  su rvey  ( 1972»4^-46) on th e  ty p e  o f  t r a in in g .  I . e .  "on th e  job" 

o r  "academ ic. I n s t i t u t i o n a l , "  f o r  th e  m ig ran ts  c la im ing  an o c c u p a tio n a l 

ed u ca tio n  ( s e e  t a b le  3 .1 0 ) .  As n o ted  In  th e  ta b le ,  th e  p e rc en ta g e  range 

o f  t r a in e d  m ig ran ts  v a r ie s  from 24 p e r  c e n t f o r  th e  G reeks to  62 p e r  c en t 

f o r  th e  Y ugoslavs. Of equal I n t e r e s t  In  th e  d a ta  on evidence o f  t r a i n ­

in g  I s  th e  r a th e r  le n g th y  p e r io d  o f  tim e and th e  s ig n i f i c a n t  p ro p o r tio n  

o f  m ig ran ts  who can subm it such ev idence  a s  diplom as, s in c e  some w r i te r s  

have exp ressed  concern t h a t  m ig ran ts  ten d  to  o v e r ra te  t h e i r  p ro fe s s io n a l  

background ( e . g . ,  G u tie rre z  1974^*44; see  a ls o  ta b le  J . l l  f o r  s t a t i s t i c a l  

In fo rm a tio n ) .
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TABLE 3.10

FOREIGN EMPLOYEES WIIH OCCUPATIONAL TRAINING* 

ACCORDING TO NATIONALITIES 

(In * )

Country T o ta l Men T o ta l Women

on th e  jo b tra d e schoo l on th e  jo b  t r a d e  schoo l

I t a l y 26 78 22 11
G reece 24 78 22 15 80 20
Spain 29 74 26 14 ------- — —

P o r tu g a l 27 91 9 9 ------- —  —

Turkey 34 76 24 16 46 54
Y ugosl. 62 61 39 29 44 56
O ther 62 49 51 60 37 63

T o ta l 41 66 34 24 49 51

S ource  I R ep rS sen ta tiv u n te rsu ch u n g  (B u n d e sa n s ta lt f t t r  A r t e i t ) , 
(1 9 7 2 :4 5 ) .

* Jo b  t r a in in g  v a r ie s  g r e a t ly  in  degrees o f  q u a l i f ic a t io n  from co u n try  to  
c o u n try . I t  may mean a  " tru e "  on th e  jo b  t r a in in g  o r  tra d e  schoo l t r a i n ­
in g , o r  sim ply  a  s low ly  p ro g re s s iv e  c lim b from day la b o re r  to  q u a l i f ie d  
w orker.
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TABLE 3 .11

FOREIGN EMPLOYEES* OCCUPATIONAL TRAINING* 

IN IHEIR HOME COUNTRIES 

(in%)

D ura tion  o f  
t r a in in g

m ainly  on th e  jo b  
t r a in in g  

men women

m ainly  tra d e  school 
t r a in in g  

men women

less than  6 months 10 15 6 12
6 to  12 months 8 13 5 12
1 to  2 years 13 21 7 17
2 to  3 years 26 24 20 27
3 y ears  and lo n g e r 43 27 62 44

T o ta l 100 100 100 100

Diploma p re sen te d 61 57 91 89
I t a l i a n 38 — — 82 — —

Greeks 27 — — 72 — —

Spanish 43 77 — —

P o rtu g ese 48 — — — —

Turk 50 — — 90 84
Yugoslav 87 74 96 94
O ther 76 94 91

Source: R eprS sen ta tlvun tersuchung  ( B undesaJista lt f t l r  A r b e i t ) , 
(1 9 7 2 :4 6 ).

* Jo b  t r a in in g  in  th e  d i f f e r e n t  c o u n tr ie s  in c lu d e s  v e ry  d iv e rs e  deg rees  
o f  q u a l i f i c a t io n .  I t  can mean a  " t ru e ” on th e  jo b  t r a in in g  o r  tra d e  
schoo l t r a in in g ,  o r  gradual p ro g re s s iv e  c lim bing  from sim ple day l a ­
b o re r  to  q u a l i f ie d  w orker.
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Given th e se  r e l a t i v e ly  h i ^  s k i l l  l e v e l s ,  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  

a cc e p t th e  p o s i t io n  th a t  th e  m ig ran ts have had l i t t l e  o r  no in d u s t r ia l  

ex p erien ce . Even in  th e  case  o f  Spanish m ig ran ts  who, a s  a  group, r a t e  

low in  term s o f  s k i l l  a tta in m e n t, th e  m a jo rity  was a lre a d y  in d u s t r i a l l y  

employed b e fo re  d e p a r tu re  f o r  Germany, A l th o u ^  m ig ran ts  p o s s ib ly  do 

o v e r s ta te  t h e i r  q u a l i f i c a t io n s , G u tie rre z  (1 9 7 4 :4 6 ), draw ing from a  

Spanish  E m igration  I n s t i t u t e  survey  o f  a s s i s t e d  m ig ra tio n  ( I n s t i t u t e  

Espanol de Em igracion 1963-1971, c i te d  in  G u tie rre z  1974:45), n o te s  

th a t  o f  a l l  male em igran ts in  1964, 71 .9  p e r  c e n t were p rev io u s  in d u s­

t r i a l  w orkers compared to  a  1968 low o f  46 ,1  p e r  c e n t ( s e e  a lso  P ascu a l 

1970:78-70, f o r  com parable d a ta ) .

The a p p a ren t h igh  degree o f  involvem ent in  in d u s t r ia l  work 

p r io r  to  em ig ra tio n , however, must be c a r e fu l ly  in te r p r e te d .  G en era lly , 

we do n o t know how lo n g  th e  m igran ts worked in  i n d u s t r i a l  o ccupations 

b e fo re  d e p a r tu re ; in  som e  c a se s , th e  e:q>erlence may have been o n ly  a  

few months. U ndoubtedly, many w orkers were o f  r u r a l  o r ig in s  b u t by th e  

tim e th ey  decid ed  to  em igrate  they  had a cq u ired  a  degree o f  exposure to  

u rb an -indus t r i a l  l i f e  in  t h e i r  home c o u n tr ie s .  R egarding Turkey, f o r  

exanp le , K o la rs  (1970 :263 ), n o te s :

Only 9 p e rc e n t  o f  th e  w orkers l e f t  a g r ic u l tu r a l  jo b s  in  Turkey; 
tw o -th ird s  o f  th e  men and n e a r ly  h a l f  o f  th e  women were f o r ­
m erly employed in  some form o f  in d u s try .  I t  i s  i n t e r e s t in g  to  
n o te  in  p a s s in g  th a t  a  la rg e  p ro p o r tio n  o f  th e  w orkers ' f a th e r s  
were fa rm ers  ( 38 ,9  p e r c e n t ; ,  w ith  m erchants ( l 8 p e rc e n t) ,  s k i l l e d  
la b o re r s  ( 1 3 .4  p e rc e n t) ,  and a d m in is tra to rs  ( l 2 . 5  p e rc e n t)  accoun t­
in g  f o r  th e  r e s t .

L ikew ise, in  th e  case  o f  S pain , G regory (1972:142) has i s o la te d  a  p ro cess  

he la b e l le d  "doub le-d isp lacem ent" in  which m ig ran ts  move t h r o u ^  chain  

m ig ra tio n  ch an n e ls  to  l a r g e r  c i t i e s  where th ey  a c q u ire  th e  in d u s t r i a l
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exposure n ecessa ry  to  q u a l i fy  f o r  work ab ro ad . W hatever th e  i n t e n s i t y  

o f  t h i s  in d u s t r ia l  ex p erien ce , th e re  rem ains no evidence to  a s s e r t ,  a s  

C a s tle s  and Kosadc (1973:340; see  a lso  V o ^  1973:102 f o r  a  s im ila r  claim ) 

have, th a t :  "Most im m igrant w orkers . . .  a re  u n fa m ilia r  w ith  in d u s t r ia l  

w ork."

As p re v io u s ly  m entioned, in tra -E u ro p ean  m ig ra tio n  s c h o la rs  

o f te n  argue th a t  th e  m ig ran ts  have had l i t t l e  o r  no exposure to  urban 

l i f e .  C a s tle s  and Kosack (1973:^7-48) see  th e  m ig ran ts  a s  "n o t equipped 

to  f in d  t h e i r  way t h r o u ^  modern u rb an ized  s o c ie ty ,"  F or D e s c lo itre s  

(I9& 7a:5 l)«  " th ey  a re  h u r le d , so to  speak , in to  i n d u s t r i a l  s o c ie ty  

(w here they) w i l l  be i l l - e q u ip p e d  to  fa c e  d a i ly  l i f e ,  s e e in g  t h a t  t h e i r  

g en era l l e v e l  o f  ed u ca tio n  and o c cu p a tio n a l s k i l l  i s  low ." Yet, l a r g e  

c o n tin g e n ts  have had a  g re a t  d e a l o f  exposure to  urban l i f e ;  in  f a c t ,  

many m igrated  to  i n d u s t r i a l  towns o r  l i v e  in  German v i l l a g e s  f a x  sm a lle r  

than  th o se  from which th ey  came. One survey  showed th a t  51 p e r  c en t o f  

a  T urkish  sample came from c i t i e s  o f  100,000 o r  more and a  Yugoslav 

governm ental survey  no ted  th a t  50 p e r  c e n t o f  th e  m igran ts came from 

urban  a re a s  ( c i t e d  in  Rose 1969:189). Kolan (1 9 7 3 :5 6 ), r e p o r t in g  on 

A k e r 's  s tu d y  (1972), l i s t s  46 .7  p e r  c e n t o f  th e  m ig ra tin g  T urk ish  w orkers 

a s  coming from c i t i e s  (p o p u la tio n  o v e r 20 ,0 0 0 ), 15 .3  p e r  c e n t from towns 

(p o p u la tio n  ran g in g  from 5#000 to  2 0 ,0 0 0 ), and 38 .1  p e r  c e n t  from v i l ­

la g e s  o f  l e s s  than  5*000. A nother su rv ey  (Tuna 1968, c i t e d  in  K o la rs  

1970:263) on th e  T urk ish  m ig ra n ts ' b i r th p la c e s  n o te s  t h a t  48 p e r  c e n t 

were bom  in  p ro v in c ia l  c a p i t a l s ,  28 p e r  c e n t in  sm all tow ns, in c lu d in g  

county  s e a t s ,  and 24 p e r  c e n t in  v i l l a g e s .  In  Spain  a s  w e ll ,  th e  l a r g e r  

c i t i e s  and p ro v in c ia l  c a p i t a l s ,  e . g . ,  S e v i l la ,  Cordoba, and M adrid, a re



85

s ta g in g  a re a s  f o r  moves to  Europe n o r th  o f  th e  P y renees (G regory 1972: 

142; P ascual 1970:101). I t  shou ld  be n o ted , however, t h a t  m ig ra tio n  

to  German in d u s t r i a l  re g io n s  ten d s  to  be more o f  em urban to  urban p a t ­

te r n  w hile T urk ish  and S panish  a g r ic u l tu r a l  m ig ran ts  to  F rance tend  to  

be o f  d i r e c t  r u r a l  o r ig in s  ( S ta rk  1975*19; G u tie rre z  1974:47).

F in a l ly ,  a n o th e r q u e s tio n a b le  assum ption w idespread in  n o rth ­

w est European academ ic and la y  c i r c l e s  i s  t h a t  th e  m ig ran ts  a re  unem­

p loyed  p r i o r  to  em ig ra tio n . I t  i s  o f te n  s t r e s s e d  th a t  m ig ran ts  a re  

pushed to  th e  w all f in a n c ia l ly  and jo b  o ppozrtun ities  abroad c o n s t i tu te  

a  form o f  a id  both  to  th e  m igran ts emd t h e i r  home c o u n tr ie s  ( o f .  B e i je r  

1969*38- 39)» The "push" f a c to r  o f  unenqoloyment i s  seen a s  th e  p rim ary  

m otive f o r  e m ig ra tio n . W hile t h i s  i s  perhaps t r u e  in  th e  case  o f  some 

m igran t groups ( e . g . ,  so u th ern  I t a l i a n  and P o rtu g ese ) d u rin g  c e r ta in  

y e a rs , th e  assum ption canno t be siq)ported  from ev idence  on o th e r  n a tio n ­

a l i t i e s .  A k e r 's  s tu d y  (1972, c i te d  in  Kolan 1973*59)» f o r  example, 

n o te s  th a t  8 2 .8  p e r  c e n t o f  th e  Turks were g a in fu l ly  employed p r io r  to  

em ig ra tio n . Of T una 's  ( 1968) sam ple, o n ly  2 .9  p e r  c en t were unemployed 

and o f  A badan 's (1 9 6 4 ), o n ly  0 .2  p e r  c e n t were w ith o u t work p r i o r  to  

em ig ra tion  (b o th  s tu d ie s  c i te d  in  K o la rs  1970:61). L ikew ise, f o r  S pain , 

P ascu a l (1970:104) r e p o r ts  t h a t  from h e r  sm all s a i s i e  o f  90 o n ly  fo u r 

were unemployed b e fo re  le a v in g , a  f ig u r e  r o u ^ y  co rresp o n d in g  w ith  

o f f i c i a l  governm ental d a ta  on p re -e m ig ra tio n  employment s t a tu s  o f 

em igran ts to  Germany d u rin g  I96O-I967 which d em o n stra tes  t h a t  88 p e r  

c e n t were employed (P ascu a l 1970:104). Somewhat low er p re -e m ig ra tio n  

employment f ig u r e s  (60  p e r  c e n t)  a r e  p ro v id ed  by a  S panish  Em igration 

I n s t i t u t e  survey  ( 1966) among 7 ,000 w orkers; t u t  h e re , 90 p e r  c e n t o f
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th e  unemployed had h e ld  t h i s  s t a t u s  f o r  o n ly  one to  s ix  months p r io r  

to  d e p a r tu re .

One p o s s ib le  reaso n  many s c h o la rs  have concluded th a t  th e  v a s t  

m a jo rity  o f  w orkers a r e  "pushed” in to  em ig ra tio n  because o f  unemployment 

and f in a n c ia l  h a rd sh ip  l i e s  w ith  th e  q u e s tio n n a ire s  on m otives given 

to  m ig ran ts . F or example» one q u e s tio n n a ire  ad m in is te red  to  Turkish 

m igran ts n o ted  th a t  6 2 .4  p e r  c en t o f  th e  m ig ran ts  in d ic a te d  th a t  " in s u f ­

f i c i e n t  income" was t h e i r  prim ary  reaso n  f o r  m ig ra tio n  d e s p i te  th e  f a c t  

th a t  th e y  earned  more, a s  a  group, than  ?0 p e r  c e n t o f  th e  Turkish popu­

l a t i o n  (A ker 1972, c i te d  in  Kolan 1973«6l). The f a c t  t h a t  m igran ts ten d  

to  s t r e s s  i n s u f f i c i e n t  income does n o t mean th e y  a re  n e c e s s a r i ly  unem­

p loyed  and w ith o u t income p r io r  to  em ig ra tio n . Maboqunje (1 970 :10 -11 ), 

in  w r i t in g  on A frican  ru ra l-u rb a n  m ig ra tio n , p o in ts  o u t th e  p i t f a l l s  

o f  th e  q u e s tio n n a ire  method in  a r r iv in g  a t  m ig ra n ts ' m otives:

The re a so n s  f o r  t h e i r  m ig ra tio n  a re  v e ry  o f te n  m anifold and u s u a lly  
n o t easy  to  a r t i c u l a t e  in  a  few, siiiq)le s e n te n c e s . What th e  ques­
t io n n a ir e  d o es, i n  f a c t ,  i s  to  su g g es t to  th e  m ig ran t a  s e t  o f  
e q u a lly  p la u s ib le  re a so n s , b e sid e s  th e  obvious one o f  coming to  
earn  e x tra  income.

T his b r i e f  re c o n s id e ra tio n  o f  th e  m ig ran ts ' bade ground charac­

t e r i s t i c s  and th e  overview  o f  th e  g en e ra l m ig ra to ry  p ro cess  has been 

fo rm u la ted  on a  m acroscopic le v e l  t h r o u ^  th e  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  a v a i la b le  

su rv ey  d a ta .  S y s te m ic a lly  l in k e d  m acro-processes have been d e lin e a te d  

and an a tten q )t has been made to  dem onstra te  th e  in te r r e la te d n e s s  o f  

M ed iterranean  and no rth w est European socio-econom ic s t r u c tu r e s .  F in a l ly ,  

w idespread  b e l i e f s  abou t th e  m ig ran ts ' c h a r a c te r i s t i c s  have been c a lle d  

in to  q u e s tio n . We s h a l l  r e tu rn  to  t h i s  p o in t  in  th e  conclud ing  c h ap te r  

when m ig ra tio n  s e l e c t i v i t y  becomes im p o rtan t in  e v a lu a tin g  th e  r o le  

e m ig ra tio n  p la y s  in  socio-econom ic developm ent.
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4

NOTES

The te n  m ill io n  f ig u re  re p re se n ts  my own conç>romise fo rm ula tion  
based on a  v a r ie ty  o f  so u rces . Due to  in ad equate  s t a t i s t i c s ,  
e s tim a te s  on th e  number o f  im m igrants in  n o rth w estern  Europe v ary  
w ide ly . BOhning (I9 7 4 i7 ) p ro v id es  s t a t i s t i c s  showing s ix  m illio n  
m igrant w orkers in  th e  p re s e n t Common M aA et c o u n tr ie s  and 1 .5  
m illio n  in  A u s tr ia , Norway, Sweden, and S w itze rlan d . M igration  
News (1975 No, 3 ‘35) claim s th a t  th e  t o t a l  m ig ran t p o p u la tio n  o f  
w estern  Europe i s  12 m ill io n . Power (1972*33) e s tim a te s , a s  o f  
December 1972, th e re  were te n  m ill io n  f o r e im  w orkers in  th e  then  
s ix  Common M arket c o u n tr ie s . Humes ( 1973*3)» however, a rgues th a t  
th e re  were n in e  m illio n  m igran t w orkers and dependents in  Europe. 
U n til  more p re c is e  s t a t i s t i c s  a re  made a v a i la b le ,  th e re fo re , one 
can only  ro u ^ i ly  guess a t  th e  t o t a l  m ig ran t p o p u la tio n .

BOhning ( 1972*55) d e f in e s  a  p o s t - in d u s t r ia l  s o c ie ty  a s  one ch arac ­
te r iz e d  by a  " r e la t iv e ly  sm all a g r ic u l tu r a l  s e c to r ,  a  la rg e  semi­
autom ated in d u s t r ia l  s e c to r  which ten d s  to  d e c lin e  in  r e l a t i v e  
term s, and an e q u a lly  la rg e  and expanding t e r t i a r y  s e c to r ."

The term  K on.iurikturpuffer has n ev er, to  my knowledge, been t r a n s ­
l a t e d ,  even in  E n ^ is h  w ritin g s  on in tra -E u ro p ean  m ig ra tio n , p e r ­
haps because o f  th e  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  t r a n s la t io n .  D ire c tly  t r a n s la te d  
som ething l i k e  "economic s i tu a t io n  b u ffe r"  would r e s u l t .  P u f f e r  
however, i s  a ls o  a  term  d e s ig n a tin g  th e  b u a ç e r- l lk e  p ro je c t io n s  
on r a i l r o a d  c a r s  which fu n c tio n  to  ab so rb  p re s su re  from o r  f o r  
push ing  o th e r  c a r s .  Thus, th e  term  r e f e r s  to  th e  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  
fo re ig n  w orkers to  s tim u la te  th e  economy when needed and t h e i r  r e ­
l e a s e ,  f o r  s im i la r  re a so n s , b u t In  s i tu a t io n s  o f  economic slow­
down.

A s p e c ia l  i n t e l l e c t u a l  d eb t In  fo rm u la tin g  t h i s  overview i s  owed 
to  W.R. Btthning (1972, 1974a, 1974b, and 1975) whose a n a ly s is  o f  
in tra -E u ro p ean  m ig ra tio n  s ta n d s  a s  th e  most p e n e tr a t in g  to  d a te .

A lth o u ^  th e  m ig ra tio n  stream s tend  to  "age" s l i ^ t l y  o v e r tim e— 
a t  l e a s t  u n t i l  fam ily  m ig ra tion  becomes more freq u e n t—th e  i n t r a -  
European movements rem ain a  p ro c e ss  o f  d ra in in g  o f f  la rg e  co n tin ­
g en ts  o f  young and ab le -b o d ied  w orkers, both  male and fem ale, from
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M editerranean  c o u n tr ie s .  By March 31, 1972, 77 p e r  c en t and 83 p e r  
c e n t o f  male and fem ale m ig ran ts , r e s p e c t iv e ly ,  were under th e  age 
o f  f o r ty .

For ex an ^ le , th e  German F ed era l Labor O ffic e  (B u n d e sa n s ta lt ff lr  
A rb e it 1972i 27) notes»  "The p o r tio n  o f  fo re ig n  employees in  th e  Fed­
e ra l  R epublic  who have never a tte n d ed  a  schoo l i s  f a r  low er than  
has been g e n e ra lly  assumed. In  th e  survey , o n ly  s ix  p e r  c e n t o f  th e  
men and n in e  p e r  c en t o f  th e  women s ta t e d  n o t to  have a tte n d e d  school 
( i . e .  school o f  g en era l e d u c a tio n ) . T en d en c ia lly , th e  p o r t io n  o f  
I l l i t e r a t e s  i s  much h i ^ e r  in  th e  s ix  European send ing  n a t io n s ."

I t  has a lm ost become an unquestioned  t r u th  in  th e  in tra -E u ro p ean  
m ig ration  l i t e r a t u r e  th a t  a s  m ig ra tio n  stream s m ature, th e  s k i l l  
l e v e l  o f  th e  m ig ran ts  d e c lin e s  ( e . g . ,  BOhning 1972»69j 1974*64, 
C a s tle s  and Kosack 1973:93; Huber 1973:195)» The ex p lan a tio n  f o r  
t h i s  assumed d e c l in e  i s  t h a t ,  a t  l a t e r  s ta g e s  o f  m ig ra tio n , more 
r u r a l  and thus l e s s  s k i l l e d  and l e s s  educated  m ig ran ts  a re  r e c r u i te d .  
My exam ination o f  th e  tre n d s  from I965 to  1973» however, re v e a ls  th a t  
th e  s k i l l  l e v e l  o f  incoming m igran ts i s  c o r re la te d  more c lo s e ly  w ith  
economic c o n d itio n s  in  th e  re c e iv in g  c o u n tr ie s  and n o t  w ith  th e  
age o f  stream  m a tu r ity . Those who argue  f o r  an in c re a s in g  d e c lin e  
in  s k i l l e d  w orkers were o b serv in g  such a  d e c lin e  d u rin g  th e  I 966-  
1967 re c e s s io n  in  Germany, a  p a t te r n  which d isap p ea red  fo llo w in g  
economic re c o v e ry  in  I969 (s e e  ta b le  3*9)* A lso , i t  canno t always 
be assumed t h a t  th e  g re a te r  th e  d is ta n c e  from  urban c e n te r s ,  th e  
l e s s  q u a l i f ie d  th e  m ig ran ts . B a r te ls  (1968*313-324), in  h is  s tu d y  
o f  T urkish  em ig ra tio n  from th e  re g io n  o f  Iz m ir , d isco v e red  th a t  th e  
f u r th e r  away from th e  c i t y  o f  Izm ir th e  m ig ran ts  o r ig in a te d , th e  
h i ^ e r  t h e i r  e d u c a tio n a l l e v e l s .



CHAPTER IV

"GASTARBEITER"!

AN ETHNOGRAPHIC STUDY OF MIGRANTS IN A 

GERMAN INDUSTRIAL TOWN

1 . The Need f o r  E thnographic A n a ly sis  

The socio-econom ic ra m if ic a t io n s  o f  th e  r e c e n t  in txa-E uropean  

p o p u la tio n  movements o f f e r  an id e a l  lah o ra to iry  f o r  th e  s tu d y  o f  a  v a r i e ty  

o f  to p ic a l  a re a s  c e n t r a l  to  th e  s o c ia l  an th ropo logy  o f  Europe. W ith in  

a  r e l a t i v e l y  s h o r t  tim e span , la r g e  c o n tin g e n ts  o f  c u l tu r a l ly  and l i n ­

g u i s t i c a l l y  d i s t i n c t  p o p u la tio n s  from M editerranean  Europe have become 

in te g r a l  segm ents o f  th e  n o rth w este rn  European s o c ia l  o rd e r .  In  re sp o n se  

to  t h i s  dem ographic r e d i s t r i b u t io n , s o c ia l  ad ju stm en ts  and a d a p ta tio n s  

were made a t  v i r t u a l l y  a l l  l e v e l s  o f  European s o c ie ty .  M editerranean  

communities and re g io n s  responded to  th e  te n ^ o ra ry  o r  perm anent absence  

o f  many young a d u l t s  and th e  p o p u la tio n s  a t  th e  p o in ts  o f  d e s t in a t io n  

r a p id ly  found them selves h o s ts  to  la r g e  numbers o f  a l i e n s .  These con­

d i t io n s ,  which can be viewed a s  d ev e lo p in g  from  a  c le a r  h i s t o r i c  b ase ­

l i n e ,  p re s e n t  e x c e l le n t  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  f o r  i l lu m in a t in g  th e  more g e n e ra l 

problem s o f  m ig ran t a d a p ta tio n , s o c ia l  change, c u l tu re  c o n ta c t, and 

e th n ic i ty .  P rev io u s  c h ap te rs  o f  t h i s  s tu d y  have co n ce n tra te d  on an  h i s ­

t o r i c a l  and m acroscopic overview ; in  t h i s  s e c t io n ,  th e  p e rs p e c tiv e  w i l l

89
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s h i f t  to  th e  a n a ly s is  and d e s c r ip t io n  o f  m igran t l i f e  w ith in  th e  c o n te x t 

o f  a  German in d u s t r i a l  town.

P erhaps no s i n ^ e  p u b lic  is s u e  in  p o s t-w a r Germany has a t t r a c t e d  

th e  a t t e n t io n  o f  s o c ia l  s c i e n t i s t s ,  j o u r n a l i s t s ,  and government o f f i c i a l s  

a s  much a s  th e  s o -c a l le d  "G as ta rb e ite rp ro b ie m . " Over th e  p a s t  decade , 

a  volum inous s c i e n t i f i c  and p o p u la r l i t e r a t u r e  has ap p eared . G en e ra lly  

speak ing , th e se  German p u b l ic a t io n s  can be d iv id ed  in to  two c a te g o r ie s .  

The f i r s t ,  an in ç ) re s s io n is t ic  p o l i t i c a l  " p o s i t io n "  l i t e r a t u r e ,  r e p re s e n ts  

th e  view s o f  a c t io n -o r ie n te d  in d iv id u a ls  and i n t e r e s t  groups who aim 

to  h ig h l ig h t  th e  e x p lo i ta t io n  o f  fo re ig n  w orkers by th e  German p u b lic  

and in te r n a t io n a l  c a p i t a l i s t s  ( e . g . ,  F ie tk a u  1972; G e is e lb e rg e r 1972;

K lee 1971, 1972, 19731 U hlig  1974). T h is h e a v ily  p o l i t i c i z e d  and o p in ­

io n a te d  l i t e r a t u r e  i s  too  v a lu e - la d e n  and s e le c t iv e  to  be tak en  s e r io u s ly  

a s  s c i e n t i f i c  re s e a rc h . The second re s e a rc h  ca te g o ry  i s  founded upon 

th e  s p i r i t  o f  q u e s tio n n a ire  so c io lo g y  and aims to  r e v e a l  th e  m ig ran t 

c o n d itio n  t h r o u ^  th e  a n a ly s is  o f  d a ta  g a th ered  from surveys adm in is­

te r e d  to  la rg e  numbers o f  random ly s e le c te d  "g u e s t w oikers" ( e . g . ,  B o rr is  

1974; M ehriander 1974).

U n fo rtu n a te ly , however, a  q u e s tio n n a ire  re s e a rc h  s t r a te g y  

a lo n e  y ie ld s  l i t t l e  in fo rm atio n  abou t th e  conqplexity and fu n c tio n in g  

o f  th e  i n t e r a c t io n a l  system s w ith in  which th e  m ig ran ts  a re  embedded. 

Survey re se a rc h  on fo re ig n  m igran ts  h as  been d i r e c te d  toward a g g re g a te s  

o f  u n re la te d  in d iv id u a ls  w ith in  l a r g e r  c i t i e s  o r  th r o u ^ o u t  th e  F ed e ra l 

R epublic  and n o t  toward s o c io lo g ic a l ly  t i e d  m ig ran t a c to r s  w ith in  func­

t io n in g , on -go ing  e th n ic  g roup ings, n e if^ b o d io o d s , and i n s t i t u t i o n s .

Thus, c r u c ia l  a s p e c ts  o f  th e  g u e s t woxfcer phenomenon a re  Ignored ; f o r
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exam ple, m ig ran t s e t t le m e n t ecology, in fo rm al s o c ia l  netw orks, v o lu n ta ry  

a s s o c ia t io n s ,  a r t i c u l a t i o n  w ith  th e  l a r g e r  s o c ia l  c o n te x t , id e o lo g ic a l 

re sp o n se s , and so f o r th .  I t  seems, th e re fo re ,  t h a t  d a ta  d e riv ed  from 

e th n o g rap h ic  methods would g r e a t ly  enhance o u r knowledge o f  m igran t 

l i f e .

An e th n o g rap h ic  focus on th e  m ig ran ts  in  W est Germany needs 

l i t t l e  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  given th e  amount o f  o f f i c i a l  energy expended in  

d is c u s s in g  and fo rm u la tin g  program s which c la im  to  f a c i l i t a t e  in te g ra ­

t io n  and ad ju stm en t o f  fo re ig n e rs  to  German s o c ie ty .  In  f a c t ,  th e  so c io ­

lo g i c a l ly  in s p ir e d  re se a rc h  m entioned above was funded and c a r r ie d  o u t 

to  c ap tu re  th e  essen ce  o f  th e  m igran t ex p erien ce  in  o rd e r  to  o f f e r  r e c ­

ommendations on in te g r a t io n  p o lic y  and program s ( e . g . ,  Bingemer, e t  a l .  

1972; B o rr is  1974; Mehrl&nder 1974). Yet, th e  p re c is e  r e la t io n s h ip  

between q u e s tio n n a ire -d isc o v e re d  a t t i t u d e s ,  v a lu e s , and a s p ir a t io n s  and 

a c tu a l  m ig ran t b e h a v io ra l p a t te r n s  rem ains o b scu re . A ll too  o f te n , th e  

m ig ran ts  emerge a s  numbers in  ta b le s  o r  s t e r i l e  c o r r e la t io n s  in  m a tric e s  

w h ile  th e  in t e r n a l  in te r a c t io n a l  o rd e r  o f  t h e i r  communities rem ains a  

s o c io lo g ic a l  m ystery . Furtherm ore, such s tu d ie s  p rove  o v e rly  s t a t i c  

s in c e  in te rv ie w s  and q u e s tio n n a ire s  a re  norm ally  a d m in is te red  a t  r e ­

s t r i c t e d  p o in ts  in  tim e and y ie ld  in fo rm atio n  on what th e  m igran ts con­

tend  they  a r e  do ing  r a th e r  than  what th ey  a c tu a l ly  may be do ing . On 

more than  one o c ca s io n , I  have observed  m ig ran ts  t e l l  a  German one th in g  

and moments l a t e r  t e l l  me o r  a  fe llo w  m igran t v i r t u a l l y  th e  o p p o s ite ; 

m ig ran ts , l i k e  a l l  humans, a re  a t  tim es f i c k l e  in  t h e i r  d is p o s i t io n s  

and a t t i t u d e s .  The b a rrag e  o f  q u e s tio n n a ire s  ad m in is te red  to  th e  G ast- 

a r b e l t e r , u s u a l ly  t h r o u ^  an in t e r p r e t e r  o r  in  German, f a i l s  to  tak e  

in to  acco u n t t h a t  re sp o n ses  w i l l  v a ry  acco rd in g  to  such s i tu a t io n a l  f a c -
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t o r s  a s  mood, tim e d u rin g  th e  work week o r  th e  y ea r , le n g th  o f  s ta y  in  

Germany, o r  th e  fu tu re  employment o u tlo d c  a t  th e  tim e o f  th e  in te rv ie w .

To g a in  a  c lo se -u p  view o f  m igran ts a t  th e  lo c a l  l e v e l ,  I  

c a r r ie d  o u t in te n s iv e  e thnograph ic  re se a rc h  among a  p o p u la tio n  o f  G ast- 

a r b e i t e r  in  a  West German in d u s t r ia l  town. F or app rox im ate ly  ten  months, 

in  1971/72 and d u rin g  th e  summer o f  1974, I  p a r t i c ip a te d  in  th e  d a i ly  

l i v e s  o f  T urk ish  and Spanish m ig ran ts . To my knowledge, t h i s  study  

c o n s t i tu te s  th e  o n ly  in te n s iv e , lo n g -te rm  e th n ograph ic  re se a rc h  conducted 

among th e  m illio n s  o f  la b o r  m igran ts now r e s id in g  in  th e  F ed e ra l Repub­

l i c  o f  Germany,

2 , The Conceptual Framework 

Although th e  fo llo w in g  account o f  m igran t l i f e  in  a  West German 

in d u s t r i a l  town w i l l  be la r g e ly  in  th e  n a tu re  o f  e th n ograph ic  n a r r a t iv e ,  

i t  w i l l  d e v ia te  in  s e v e ra l ways from th e  t r a d i t io n a l  a n th ro p o lo g ic a l 

approach to  m ig ran ts  in  th e  re c e iv in g  c o n te x ts . F i r s t ,  borrowing an 

a n a d y tic a l d i s t in c t io n  made by C a s tle s  and Kosack (1973*371)# problem s 

o f  ad ju stm en t and a d a p ta tio n  w i l l  be seen a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  both  tra n s p la n ­

t a  t io n a l  f a c to r s  ( e , g , ,  v a r ia t io n s  in  custom s, language, d i e t ,  c lim a te ) 

and socio-econom ic f a c to r s  ( i , e ,  th e  economic fu n c tio n  and th e  s o c ia l  

c la s s  p o s i t io n  o f  th e  fo re ig n  w orker in  West German s o c ie ty ) .  T y p ica lly , 

in  m ig ra tio n  re s e a rc h , a n th ro p o lo g is ts  have s t r e s s e d  th e  form er by 

enp h asiz in g  ru ra l-u rb a n  d if f e r e n c e s ,  custom v a r ia t io n ,  l i n g u i s t i c  p ro b ­

lem s, and o th e r  a sp e c ts  o f  g eograph ica l d is lo c a t io n  and c u l tu re  c o n ta c t .  

However, w ith o u t denying th e  im portance o f  such f a c to r s ,  i t  w i l l  be 

argued h e re  t h a t  m igran t a d a p ta tio n  and b eh av io r must a ls o  be seen in  

l i g h t  o f  th e  m ig ran ts ' socio-econom ic p o s i t io n  in  German s o c ie ty . As
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members o f  th e  low er working c la s s ,  they  e x i s t  and o p e ra te  w ith in  c e r ta in  

w e ll-d e f in e d  s o c ia l  sp h eres  and t h i s  i s  a s  c r u c ia l  to  u n d ers tan d in g  t h e i r  

behav io r a s  c u l tu r a l  background. Secondly, th e  p re s e n t em alysis  w i l l  

n o t focus e x c lu s iv e ly  on th e  m igran ts in  s o c i a l , p o l i t i c a l ,  and economic 

is o la t io n  b u t w i l l  a tte m p t to  d is c e rn  how e x te rn a l fo rc e s  a f f e c t  m igran t 

behav ior and i n s t i t u t i o n s .  Thus, th e  im pact o f  w ider s o c ia l  and economic 

even ts such a s  s t r i k e s ,  re c e s s io n , energy c r i s i s ,  and p o l i t i c a l  d e c is io n s  

w i l l  be r e la te d  to  m igran t r e a c t io n .  % ir d ly ,  u n lik e  th e  s t a t i c  ap­

proaches o f  most e thnograph ic  re se a rc h  on m ig ran ts , th e  dynamics o f  th e  

m igrato ry  p ro cess  i t s e l f  w i l l  be seen  as  in f l u e n t i a l  in  molding m igran t 

beh av io r. A daptation  w i l l  be viewed as  v a ry in g  acco rd in g  to  le v e ls  o f  

m ig ra tio n  stream  m a tu r ity  (s e e  c h ap te r  I  f o r  a d d it io n a l  comments on th e  

need f o r  dynamic a n a ly s is ) .

W hile t h i s  c h a p te r  seeks to  p o r tra y  a s  f u l l y  a s  p o s s ib le  many 

a sp e c ts  o f  th e  m ig ran t experience  w ith in  a  s in g le  German community, i t  

rem ains n e ce ssa ry  to  pu rsu e  a  s e le c t iv e  o rd e rin g  o f  d a ta  g iven th e  com­

p le x i ty  and mass o f  a v a i la b le  m a te r ia l d i r e c t l y  r e le v a n t  to  the  to p ic .  

Thus, f o r  convenience, I  have excluded a  d is c u s s io n  o f  th e  m i#5ants' 

working c o n d itio n s , th e  t a n ^ e  o f  le g a l  maneuvers th ey  c o n s ta n tly  fa c e , 

and, f i n a l l y ,  l im i te d  a t te n t io n  w i l l  be given to  " s o c ia l  problem" a re a s  

which European s o c io lo g is ts  have t h o r o u ^ y  re sea rc h ed  ( e . g . ,  crim e r a t e ,  

p a th o lo g ie s  o f  m ig ran ts , m edical problem s, m ig ran t c h ild re n  e d u c a tio n ) . 

In s te a d , th e  concern h e re  w i l l  be w ith  more mundane, l e s s  s e n s a tio n a l 

a sp e c ts  ( i . e .  m ig ran t s e tt le m e n t p a t te r n s ,  l e i s u r e  tim e a c t i v i t i e s ,  

i n t e r -  and in tra -m ig ra n t group r e la t io n s ,  e th n ic  o rg a n iz a tio n s , in fo rm al 

netw orks, e t c . ) .  T his face  o f  m igrant l i f e  i s  glim psed o n ly  by th o se
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who l i v e  i t ;  d u rin g  my many months among th e  fo re ig n  w orkers, I  never 

encoun tered  in  t h e i r  d a i ly  ro u t in e  a  s in g le  member o f  church and govern­

m ental groups which c la im  to  guard th e  m igrants* w e lfa re . In  s p i t e  o f  

a  g re a t  d e a l o f  d is c u s s io n  in  Germany concern ing  m ig ran t in te g r a t io n ,  

p o l ic y  makers and a s s is ta n c e  ag en c ie s  have r a r e ly  v en tu red  beyond th e  

s t a t i s t i c a l  in fo rm atio n  p ro v id ed  by q u e s tio n n a ire s  to  a cq u a in t them­

s e lv e s  w ith  th e  everyday w orking o f  th e  g u e s t w orker com m unities. 

P r o te s t in g  such n e ^ e c t ,  th e  lo c a l  I t a l i a n s  once launched  a  p u b lic iz e d  

com plain t d e c la r in g  t h a t  t h e i r  c o n s u la te 's  r e p re s e n ta t iv e  had v i s i t e d  

them o n ly  once in  te n  years  (S U dw est-P resse, S ep t. 21, 1971*10).

To i l l u s t r a t e  th e  m igran t c o n d itio n  in  a  s in g le  German town,

I  have s e t  f o r th  a  number o f  s p e c i f ic  ta d c s . F i r s t ,  th e  lo c a t io n  o f  th e  

fie ld w o rk  a re a  w i l l  be d e sc r ib e d , and th e  m ig ra to ry  in v asio n  p a t te rn  

s in c e  th e  1950s w i l l  be dem ograph ica lly  d e l in e a te d .  N ext, th e  m igran t 

s e tt le m e n t p a t te r n s  and housing  eco logy  w i l l  be an a ly zed . H ien, s o c ia l  

o rg a n iz a t io n a l  and a d a p ta tio n  p a t te r n s  o f  th e  m ig ran ts  w i l l  be examined. 

F in a l ly ,  some c o n s id e ra tio n  w i l l  be g iven  to  m ig ran t id eo lo g y . S p ec ia l 

re fe re n c e  w i l l  be made to  Spanish  and T urk ish  m ig ran ts .

3 . Fieldw ork L oca tion  and M igrant In v a s io n  P a t te rn

The sm all i n d u s t r i a l  town o f  G e is lin g en  l i e s  n e s t le d  a g a in s t  

th e  n o rth e rn  edge o f  th e  Swabian A lb , a  lo w - a l t i tu d e  m ountain range 

s t r e tc h in g  n o r th e a s t  between th e  Nebkar and Danube r i v e r s  ( s e e  map I ) .  

A d m in is tra tiv e ly , th e  town belongs to  th e  L and k re is  ( d i s t r i c t )  o f  GBpp- 

ingen  which, in  tu rn , i s  in c lu d ed  i n  th e  Land ( s t a t e )  o f  Baden-WtLrttem- 

b e rg . S itu a te d  a lo n g  th e  main r a i l r o a d  l i n e  from Munich to  S tu t tg a r t ,  

G e is lin g en  i s  a ls o  connected  to  th e  l a r g e r  c i t i e s  n o rth w est ( S tu t tg a r t )
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MAP I

STUTTGART-ULM INDUSTRIAL REGION

to  F ra n k fu rt

P loch ingen

GOppingen

Tubingen 
O ighway

Autobahn 
Ulm to  Munich

S c a le :1:800,000

Source: R e ise - und V erk eh rsv erlag  S t u t tg a r t  n .d .
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and so u th e a s t  (Ulm) by th e  S tu ttg art-M u n ich  Autobahn and the  Bundes- 

s traB e  10 ( s t a t e  h l^ w a y ) .

H is to r ic a l ly  and econom ically , th e  c i t y  has been t i e d  to  i t s  

s t r a t e g i c  lo c a t io n  on an im p o rtan t and a n c ie n t  t ra d e  ro u te  which le a d s  

from th e  M editerranean  to  th e  R hine, A l a t e  m edieval s e tt le m e n t, G eis­

lin g e n  was founded by th e  K n i ^ t s  o f  H e lfe n s te in  who recogn ized  th e  

m il i ta r y  and tr a d e  s t r a t e g i c  iü ç o rta n c e  o f  th e  narrow Rohrach v a l le y  

which forms th e  beg inn ing  o f  th e  most conven ien t passage  a c ro ss  th e  

A lb . The p resen ce  o f  th e  n o b i l i ty  prom ised G e is lin g en  a  b r ig h t  fu tu re  

bu t poor p la n n in g  and la c k  o f  f o r e s ig h t  le d  to  th e  m ortgaging o f  th e  

town to  th e  Im p e ria l C ity  o f  Ulm in  1382, G e is lin g en  then  became a  

s e a t  o f  th e  m a g is tra te  o f  Ulm and an a r t i s a n  and c r a f t s  c e n te r  o f  th e  

n o rth e rn  Ulm re g io n .

In  th e  19th  c e n tu ry , Isürge scauLe economic and s o c ia l  chauiges 

a r r iv e d  w ith  th e  ad v en t o f  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t io n  and th e  c o n s tru c tio n  o f  

th e  S tu ttg a r t-U lm  r a i l r o a d  in  th e  l8 5 0 s . S ev e ra l i n d u s t r i a l i s t s  made 

G e is lin g en  t h e i r  home and from th e se  e a r ly  beg inn ings, th e  town became 

in d u s t r i a l l y  based . Today, G e is lin g en  s e rv e s  a s  home o f f ic e  f o r  th re e  

l a r g e  e n te rp r is e s»  th e  W tlrttem bergische M eta llw aren fab rik  (WMF, M etal 

M anufacturing o f  W ürttem berg), a  la r g e  f irm  s p e c ia l iz in g  in  th e  produc­

t io n  o f f in e  m etal a r t i c l e s ;  th e  M aschinenfabrik  G e is lin g en  (MAG, G eis­

lin g e n  Machine M anufacturing  Works) ; and th e  Sttddeutsche Baumwollindu- 

s t r i e  (SBI, S ou thern  German Cotton I n d u s t r i e s ) ,  Furtherm ore, th e re  a re  

many sm all e n te r p r is e s  such a s  L ic h t  und K r a f t  and Ullman which a re  

p r im a r i ly  engaged in  s m a ll-s c a le  p ro d u c tio n  o f  m eta l, p l a s t i c ,  and 

e l e c t r i c a l  a r t i c l e s ,  A lth o u ^  th e  town has rem ained r e l a t i v e l y  sm all 

in  s iz e ,  i n d u s t r i a l  growth was accompanied by a  p o p u la tio n  in c re a se ;
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in  1841, G e islin g en  had 3*000 in h a b ita n ts  w h ile  by 1971* th i s  number 

had r i s e n  to  27*000 (S t& d tisch es  K u ltu r-u n d  Verfcehrsamt 1970/71 ) ,  Much 

o f  t h i s  in c re a se  has occu rred  t h r o u ^  in -m ig ra tio n , th e  l a t e s t  wave 

(1955-1975) b e ing  th a t  o f  fo re ig n  w orkers from th e  M editerranean  b a s in .

G e is lin g en  i s  lo c a te d  w ith in  th e  h e a v ily  in d u s t r ia l iz e d  S t u t t -  

gart-GBppingen economic re g io n  and th u s  i s  one o f  th e  m ajor m ig ran t 

re c e iv in g  a re a s  in  th e  n a t io n . The r a i l r o a d  l i n e  U lm -S tu ttgax t and th e  

p a r a l l e l  ru nn ing  s t a t e  h i^ w a y  10 a re  l in e d  w ith  a  chain  o f  sm a lle r  

i n d u s t r i a l  towns in  continuous su cc e ss io n . W ithin th e  d i s t r i c t  o f  GBpp- 

in g en , m igran ts f in d  employment in  th e  c a p i t a l  (GBppingen) i t s e l f ,  in  

G e is lin g en , E is lin g e n , Ebersbach, emd Faum dau. G e is lin g en , a lo n g  w ith  

i t s  " s a t e l l i t e "  suburbs and v i l la g e s  (A lte n s ta d t ,  G iengen, Kuchen, Mühl- 

hausen , and W iesenste ig ) co n ta in s  n e a r ly  25 p e r  c e n t o f  th e  fo re ig n  

w orker p o p u la tio n  o f  th e  L andkreis (L andratsam t GBppingen. M eeting o f  

th e  C o -o rd in a tin g  Committee, J a n . 18, 1972). H ost o f  th e  M editerranean  

la b o re r s  found employment in  c o n s tru c tio n , v e h ic le  and machine manufac­

tu r in g , iro n  and m etal in d u s t r ie s ,  and in  t e x t i l e  f a c to r i e s .  By 1971, 

however, fo re ig n e rs  had begun to  move in to  th e  s e rv ic e  s e c to r  a s  w ell 

(A rb e itsam t GBppingen 1971i 3 )•

The e a r l i e s t  p o s t-w ar movement i f  M editerranean  w orkers in to  

G e is lin g en  p ro p e r began in  1956 (Ordnungsamt G e is lin g en , V erw altungs- 

b e r ic h t ) .  During th e  mid- and l a t e  1950s, however, th e  m igrant in f lu x  

was in s ig n i f i c a n t  f o r  G e islin g en  a s  i t  was f o r  th e  F ed era l R epublic 

a t  la rg e ;  b u t m erely f i f t e e n  y ears  l a t e r ,  th e  r e g is te r e d  m igran t popu­

la t i o n  had clim bed to  a lm ost 2,600 which, in  1970/71* re p re se n te d  

approxim ate ly  10 p e r  c e n t o f  th e  t o t a l  p o p u la tio n . Most o f  th e se  m ig ran t
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w ere drawn from s ix  na tions*  I t a l y ,  S pa in , P o r tu g a l , Turkey, Greece, 

and Y ugoslavia.^  I n  a d d it io n  to  th e  fo re ig n  w orkers o f  G e islingen  p ro p e r, 

o v er 1,300 r e g is te r e d  G a s ta rh e i te r  and an unknown number o f  dependents 

l iv e d  in  th e  nearby  ham lets and v i l la g e s  mentioned above. S o c ia l ly ,  

however, th ey  were l in k e d  w ith  th e  v a rio u s  m igran t groupings and a c t i v i ­

t i e s  o f  G e islin g en  and can th u s ly  be considered  a  p a r t  o f  th e  lo c a l  

m igran t su b c u ltu re  under s tu d y .

M igrant movement in to  th e  fie ldw ork  a re a  can be o f fe re d  a s  a  

microcosm o f  th e  re g io n a l and n a tio n a l p a t te r n  s in c e  i t  r e f l e c t s  c lo s e ly  

th e  gen era l m ig ra to ry  in f lu x  in to  a l l  re c e iv in g  a re a s  ( s e e  c h ap te r I I I  

f o r  a  d isc u ss io n  o f  m ig ra tio n  s tre a m s). The continuous in c re a s e  in  th e  

number o f  fo re ig n e rs  (w ith  a  tem porary d e c lin e  d u rin g  th e  1966/6? re c e s ­

s io n  p e rio d ) over th e  p a s t  f i f t e e n  y ears  has been acconq)anied by changes 

in  th e  socio-dem ographic com position o f  th e  m ig ra tio n  s tream s, A c a re ­

f u l  accoun ting  f o r  th e se  changes i s  c ru c ia l  f o r  an u n d ers tan d in g  o f  

m igran t a d a p ta tio n . Each e th n ic  group e n te r in g  th e  town has i t s  own 

h is to r y ,  each beginn ing  a t  d i f f e r e n t  tim es, and t h e i r  own r a t e s  o f  popu­

la t i o n  in c re a s e . Thus, G e islin g en  had moved from being  p r im a r i ly  what 

lo c a l  b u r n e r s  c a l le d  an " I ta l i a n "  town ( th e  I t a l i a n s  were th e  f i r s t  

n a t io n a l i ty  r e c r u i te d  in  l a r g e  numbers) to  one a ls o  c o n ta in in g  su b stan ­

t i a l  numbers o f  Y ugoslavs, Turks, and S pan iards ( s e e  ta b le  4 , l ) .  Each 

e th n ic  group, acco rd in g  to  i t s  own tim e p a th , has carved  o u t unique 

loceuL o rg a n iz a tio n s  and a d a p ta tio n s .

The concep t o f  "stream  m atu ra tion" i s  a  r e l a t i v e l y  o ld  one in  

th e  s o c ia l  s c ie n c e s , b u t i t  has been r a r e ly  tapped Ty a n th ro p o lo g is ts  

who have shown a  somewhat s t a t i c  approach to  th e  study  o f  m ig ration



TABLE 4 .1

FOREIGN MIGRANT INFLUX INTO GEISLINGEN 
BY NATIONALITY: 1957-1971

Census d a te s  a re  Sept» 30 f o r  1957-1970; Dec, 31 f o r  1971.

Census G reece I t a l y  Y ugoslavia P o r tu g a l Spain 
da te*

Turkey T o ta l

1957 - - 68 7 6 .4 21 23.6 - - - - - - 89

1958 2 1 .4 77 5 5 .4 58 41.7 - - 2 1 .4 - - 139

1959 1 0 .5 131 6 4 .8 67 3 3 .2 - - 3 1 .5 - - 202

1960 37 7 .2 405 78 .3 50 9 .6 - - 23 4 .4 2 0 .4 517

1961 95 9 .5 669 67 .2 56 5 .6 2 0 .2 170 17 .0 3 0 .3 995
1962 83 8 .0 660 6 3 .5 59 5 .7 10 10.0 166 16 .0 60 5 .8 1038

1963 90 8 .2 6 l4 56 .4 62 5 .7 10 0 .9 243 22 .3 70 6 .4 1089

1964 79 5 .6 643 46.1 65 4 .6 32 2 .3 449 3 2 .2 126 9 .0 1394

1965 103 6 .0 951 55 .5 112 6 .5 41 2 .4 386 2 2 .5 121 7 .0 1714

1966 105 5 .7 976 53 .2 159 8 .7 57 3 .1 377 20.6 160 8 .7 1834

1967 99 7 .3 631 4 6 .5 130 9 .6 56 4 .1 263 19.3 177 13 .0 1356

1968 97 5 .5 832 47 .8 140 8 .0 52 3 .0 310 17.8 308 17.7 1739

1969 99 4 .0 918 37.1 492 19.9 56 2 .3 382 1 5 .4 525 21.1 2472

1970 92 3 .9 810 34 .5 528 22 .5 67 2 .8 364 15 .5 485 20 .7 2346

1971 96 4 .0 829 35 .0 515 21.7 72 3 .0 329 13.9 529 22 .3 2370

vO
VÛ

Source» . Adapted from Ordnungsamt G e is lin g en  S t a t i s t l k .
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( c f .  Bogue, e t  a l .  1957l Bogue 1959)« As p o in te d  o u t  in  c h a p te r  I I I ,  

m ig ra tio n  s tream  m atu ra tio n  can be a n a ly t i c a l ly  broken down in to  d i s ­

t i n c t  s ta g e s .  Thus, in  a d d it io n  to  th e  s tag g e re d  movement o f  th e  v a r io u s  

n a t io n a l i ty  groups in to  G e is lin g en , each s p e c i f ic  m ig ra to ry  s tream  i s  

c h a ra c te r iz e d  by d e f in a b le  in te r n a l  socio-dem ographic  changes (se e  

BOhning 1972 f o r  a  m acroscopic v iew ). F lu c tu a tio n s  in  stream  composi­

t io n  a re  a lso  c lo s e ly  t i e d  to  ch a in  m ig ra tio n  p ro c e s s e s . Chain m ig ra tio n , 

however, r e f e r s  to  sm a lle r  m ig ra tin g  u n i t s  ( e . g . ,  fa m ily , v i l l a g e s ,  k in  

g roupings) w h ile  stream  m a tu ra tio n  d e s ig n a te s  changes in  stream  composi­

t io n  o f  a  s i n ^ e  n a t io n a l i ty  group o r  th e  t o t a l  im m igrant p o p u la tio n .

For th e  d i s t r i c t  o f  GBppingen and th e  town o f  G e is lin g e n , e s s e n t ia l ly  

th re e  in t e r r e l a t e d  socio-dem ographic changes r e l a t e d  to  m ig ra tio n  

s tream  m a tu rity  shou ld  be s t r e s s e d .

F i r s t ,  th e re  has been a  s tead y  in c re a s e  in  th e  m igrant popu­

l a t i o n  (e x c e p t f o r  I967/68 when a  m ild  re c e s s io n  slowed down r e c r u i t i n g ) .  

Each s e p a ra te  e th n ic  group, however, has ex p erien ced  i t s  own t r a j e c t o r y .  

Thus, some n a t i o n a l i t i e s  clim bed c o n s ta n tly  in  volume ( e . g . ,  Turks, 

Y ugoslavs, and P o rtu g ese ) w hile  o th e r s  ( i . e .  G reeks, I t a l i a n s ,  and Span­

is h )  had peaked in  numbers e a r l i e r  and had s t a r t e d  to  d e c lin e  by th e  

l a t e  1960s .  Thus, th e  r e l a t i v e  p e rc en ta g e s  o f  th e  v a r io u s  groups in  

th e  t o t a l  m ig ran t p o p u la tio n  have s h i f t e d .  In  I96I ,  th e  d i s t r i c t ' s  

a l i e n  p o p u la tio n  was p redom inan tly  I t a l i a n  (6 2 .2  p e r  c e n t ) .  By 1971» 

th e  I t a l i a n  sh a re  had d e c lin e d  to  29 .7  p e r  c e n t .  D uring th e  same tim e- 

span, th e  I t a l i a n  p o p u la tio n  in  G e is lin g en  d e c lin e d  from  67 .2  p e r  c e n t 

o f  th e  t o t a l  fo re ig n  p o p u la tio n  to  35 p e r  c e n t .  The T urks, on th e  o th e r  

hand, were h a rd ly  re p re se n te d  a t  th e  K re is  ( d i s t r i c t )  l e v e l  in  I96I
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( i n  G e is lin g en , th re e  in d iv id u a ls  were r e g is te r e d )  t u t  by 1971, th ey  

accounted f o r  21,1  p e r  c e n t o f  th e  d i s t r i c t ' s  fo re ig n e rs  ( in  G e is lin g en , 

t h e i r  p e rcen tag e  was 2 2 ,3 ) ,  In  1971, th re e  groups ( I t a l i a n s ,  T uiks, 

and Yugoslavs) c o n s t i tu te d  7 7 .8  p e r  c en t o f  th e  fo re ig n  employed 

in  th e  L andkreis w h ile  th e  same n a t i o n a l i t i e s  c o n s t i tu te d  79 p e r  c e n t 

o f  a l l  r e g is te r e d  fo re ig n  w orkers in  G e is lin g en  th a t  y e a r . The growing 

s iz e  o f  th e  m igran t community a t  la rg e  and f o r  each group s e p a ra te ly  i s  

c lo s e ly  t i e d  to  a  number o f  m ig ra t io n - re la te d  p ro c e sse s  ( e , g . , ch a in  

m ig ra tio n , stream  m a tu ra tio n , s e tt le m e n t ecology, e t c , ) .  The b a s ic  

demographic f a c to r  o f  p o p u la tio n  s iz e ,  a s  w i l l  be d isc u sse d  s h o r t ly ,  

can in f lu e n c e  enormously th e  n a tu re  o f  th e  m igran t in te r a c t io n  system  

and re so u rc e  u t i l i z a t i o n .

Second, a s  th e  m ig ra tio n  stream  m atu res, th e  sex  r a t i o  o f  th e  

m igran t p o p u la tio n  s h i f t s ,  c o l le c t iv e ly  and f o r  each e th n ic  g roup , from 

a  predom inan tly  " s in g le  male" flow  toward a  more balanced  sex r a t i o

(a lth o u g h  males s t i l l  p redom inate) a s  w ives and s in g le  women tend  to
2

jo in  th e  m ig ra to ry  movement. As n o ted  in  ta b le  4 ,2 ,  which re p re s e n ts  

m ig ran t in f lu x  in to  th e  L an d k re is  from 1961 to  1971, th e  fem ale w orker 

p o p u la tio n  in c re a se d  313 p e r  c e n t w h ile  t h a t  o f  males in c re a se d  o n ly  

121 p e r  c e n t .  L ikew ise , in  G e is lin g en  in  1957, a d u l t  women made up only  

4 ,5  p e r  c en t o f  th e  t o t a l  r e g i s te r e d  fo re ig n  p o p u la tio n ; by 1971, how­

ev e r , th ey  c o n s t i tu te d  2 6 ,5  p e r  c en t ( s e e  t a b le  4 ,3 ) ,  O bviously , the  

c o n s ta n t in c re a s e  in  th e  number o f  a d u l t  fem ales p r im a r i ly  r e f l e c t s  th e  

a r r i v a l  o f  w ives to  jo in  t h e i r  husbands ( s e e  t a b le  4 .4 ) ,  As t h i s  o ccu rs , 

a  fa m ily -o r ie n te d  m ig ran t s u b -c u ltu re  appears  a lo n g  w ith  th e  o ld e r  

" s in g le  male" c u l tu r e .
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TABLE 4 .2

DEVELOPMENT OF FOREIGNER EMPLOYMENT 
IN GbPPINGEN DISTRICT 

SINCE 1961

Census Men In - Women In ­ To­ In - P,o r tio n  o f
d a te c rease c rease g e th e r c rease Women in  

t o t a l  work fo rc e

30 .9.61 5,015 = 100 1,090 = 100 6,105 = 100 17.9#
30.9 .62 6,012 + 19^ 1,613 + 57# 7,625 + 25# 21.0#

3 0 .9 .63 5,564 + 11^ 1,873 + 72# 7,437 + 22# = 25. 2#
3 0 .9 .6 4 6,734 + 34^ 2,168 + 99# 8,922 + 46^ = 24.4#

30 .9 .65 8,224 + 64^ 2,542 + 133# 10,766 + 76# = 23, 6#
30.9 .66 8,547 + 70^ 3,126 + 187# 11,673 + 91# 26. 8#

30.9 .67 6,107 + 22^ 2,411 + 121# 8,518 + 40# 28 .3#
30. 9 .68 7,014 + 40^ 2,804 + 157# 9,818 + 61^ 28.6#

30 .9 .69 9,617 + 92^ 3,689 +  239# 13,306 + 118# = 2 7 . 7#
30. 9 . 70 . 10,876 + 117# 4,499 +  313# 15,375 + 152# 2 9 . 3#
30. 6.71 11,076 + 121# 4,497 +  313# 15,573 + 155# 29 . 3#

Source: A rbe itsam t GBppingen, S t a t i s t i k  1971<



103

TABLE 4.3

F'OREIGN MIGRANT POPULATION IN GEISLINGEN

Census Date Men % Women % Children % Total
_________________

9 -  30 -  57 73 82 .0 4 4 .5 12 13.5 89

|9 -  30 -  58 100 72 .0 21 15.0 18 13.0 139

i9 -  30 -  59 154 76.2 31 15 .4 17 8 .4 202

9 -  30 -  6o 460 89.0 38 7 .3 19 3 .7 517

9 - 3 0 -  61 872 87.6 91 9 .2 32 3 .2 995

9 -  30 -  62 832 80.1 148 14.3 58 5.6 1038

9 - 3 0 - 63 822 75 .5 186 17.1 81 7 .4 1089

9 - 3 0 -  64 1096 78.6 235 16.9 63 4 .5 1394

9 - 3 0 - 65 1236 72 .0 3O8 18.0 170 10.0 1714

9 -  30 -  66 1221 66 .6 413 22 .5 200 10.9 1834

9 -  30 -  67 795 58.6 289 21.3 272 20.1 1356

9 -  30 -  68 1093 62 .8 339 19.5 307 17.7 1739

9 -  30 — 69- 1651 6 6 .8 473 19.1 348 14.1 2472

9 -  30 - 70 1409 60 .0 538 23.0 399 17.0 2346

12 -  31
1 . ,

-  71 1182 5 1 .8 604 26 .5 495
................................  ■■

21.7 2281

Source: adapted from statistics provided by the Ordnungsamt Geislingen.



TABLE 4 . 4

INCREASE OF FOREIGN MIGRANTS IN GEISLINGEN

Base; 9/30/l96l

Date Men Women +'̂ Children +% Total +;?

9/ 30/61 872 100 91 100 32 100 993 100

9/ 30/62 832 -  4 ,5 148 + 62 .6 38 + 8 1 ,2 1038 + 4 .3

9/ 30/63 822 -  5 .7 186 +104.0 81 +133.0 1089 + 9 .4

9 /3 0 /6 4 1096 +25.6 233 +158.0 63 + 9 6 .8 1394 +40.1

9/ 30/63 1236 +41.7 308 +238.0 170 +431.0 1714 +72.3

9/ 30/66 1221 +40.0 413 +333.0 200 +323.0 1834 +84.3

9/ 30/67 793 -  8 .8 289 +217.3 272 +730.0 1336 +36.3

9/ 30/68 1093 +23 .3 339 +272.0 307 +839.0 1739 +74 .7

9/ 30/69 1651 +89 .3 473 +419.0 348 +987.0 2472 +148.4

9/ 30/70 1409 +61 .6 338 +491.0 399 +1146.0 2346 +133.8

12/ 31/71 1182 +3 3 .3 6o4 +563.0 493 +1^)46.0 2281 + 129.2

Source» Ordnungsajnt Geislingen, VerwaltungsLericht 
(statistics adapted from official data)
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T h ird , c o r r e la te d  w ith  th e  changing sex r a t i o  i s  an in c re a s e  

in  th e  number o f  dependent fam ily  members. These a re  p redom inantly  

c h ild re n  under th e  age o f  f i f t e e n  a l t h o u ^  some o ld e r  dependents ( e . g . ,  

p a re n ts  o r  g ran d p a ren ts) a r e  in c lu d e d . The in tro d u c tio n  o f  t h i s  m igrant 

e lem ent in to  German s o c ie ty  p la c e s  a d d i t io n a l  p re s s u re s  on th e  lo c a l  

i n f r a - s t r u c tu r e s  ( e . g . ,  k in d e rg a r te n s , sch o o ls , h o s p i ta l s ,  housing , e t c . ) .  

By t h i s  s ta g e , m oreover, l a r g e  c o n tin g e n ts  o f  m ig ran ts  become s o c ia l ly  

and econom ically  en trenched  and th e  p re d ic te d  "tem porary" in -m ig ra tio n  

ta k e s  on more th e  c h a r a c te r i s t i c s  o f  a  perm anent im m igration .

Any p e n e tr a t in g  a n a ly s is  o f  m ig ran t ecology, s o c ia l  o rg an iza ­

t io n ,  and id eo lo g y  should  be s e n s i t iv e  to  such socio-dem ographic dynamics 

a s  o u tlin e d  above. In  th e  e v o lu tio n  o f  a  m igran t community, each s ta g e  

w i l l  be c h a ra c te r iz e d  by a  d i f f e r e n t  s o c ia l  and dem ographic a rra n g e ­

m ent. Over tim e , th e  e th n ic  communities ten d  to  become more fo rm alized  

in  term s o f  r e p re s e n t in g  more autonomous s o c ia l  sy stem s. In  G e is lin g en , 

t h i s  i s  r e f le c te d  in  th e  e s ta b lish m e n t o f  e th n ic  b a rs ,  b u s in e sse s , 

r e s ta u r a n ts ,  s p o r ts  and m utual a id  o rg a n iz a tio n s  a s  w e ll a s  in c re a se d  

p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  la b o r  u n io n , p o l i t i c a l ,  and lo c a l  government a f f a i r s  

( e . g . ,  on community l e v e l  a s  G em einderat o r  E L te m b e ira t ) ,

4 . M igrant Ecologyt S e ttle m e n t and Housing

In  c a se s  o f  i n d u s t r i a l  la b o r  m ig ra tio n  th r o u ^ o u t  th e  w orld , 

m ig ran ts e n te r  urban a re a s  in  r e g u la r  p a t te r n s ,  g iv in g  r i s e  to  d e f in i t e  

m ig ran t e c o lo g ic a l arrangem ents ( c f .  B urnley  1974; S chw irian  1974; Ward 

1974) .  The ra p id  in f lu x  o f  w orking c la s s  p eop le  in to  West German c i t i e s  

and towns has b r o u ^ t  f o r th  a  s im i la r  s o c ia l  eco logy . In  G e is lin g en , 

m ig ran t a c t i v i t y  i s  c o n ce n tra te d  s p a t i a l l y  w ith in  a  w e ll d e fin e d  segment
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MAP I I

Geislingen an der Steige
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. ____ ■ n K h U lm
I | b i d |  A u to b th n  S lu H g v t

Q  Schubaithaui 
0  S abaitian tk lrcha 

Q  WMF

Sources S tf td tisc h e s  K u ltu r-  und V eikehrsaint, G e islin g en  à n .d .
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o f  town, a  s e c tio n  I  have la b e l le d  th e  "m igran t zone ."  W ithin t h i s  zone, 

a  s e r ie s  o f  key subsystem s d i r e c t ly  r e le v a n t  to  m ig ran t a c t i v i t y  can be 

i s o la te d :  hou sin g , e th n ic  b a rs , m ig ran t-o rie n ted  b u s in e sse s , v o lu n ta ry  

a s s o c ia t io n s ,  to  mention o n ly  a  few. As in  o th e r  German towns, th e  

h e a v ie s t  c o n c e n tra tio n  o f  fo re ig n e rs  in  G e islin g en  i s  found in  th e  o ld e r  

downtown s e c to r .

In  G e is l in g e n 's  developm ent, th e  in d u s t r i a l  and b u sin ess  sec ­

t io n s  have grown up in  th e  narrow Rohrach v a l le y  which l i e s  a t  th e  sou th ­

e a s te rn  l e g  o f  th e  town. Both th e  r a i l r o a d  and highway 10 descend from 

th e  Swabian A lb p la te a u  in to  th e  v a l le y  where th ey  run p a r a l l e l  f o r  some 

d is ta n c e  b e fo re  a n t i n g  f u r th e r  a p a r t  a t  th e  mouth o f  th e  v a l le y  a s  they  

pass th rough th e  town. Enclosed by s te e p ly  r i s in g  h i l l s i d e s  on th e  e a s t  

and w est, t h i s  narrow " is la n d "  between th e  BundesstraBe and th e  r a i l r o a d  

t r a c k s  i s  th e  s i t e  o f  G e is lin g e n 's  p rim ary  economic a c t i v i t y .  H ere, 

lo c a te d  n e a r  o r  on th e  H auptstraB e (main s t r e e t ) ,  one f in d s  f a c to r i e s ,  

w holesale  houses, r e t a i l  s to r e s ,  banks, h o te ls ,  r e s ta u r a n ts ,  and govern­

ment o f f i c e s .  The Rohrach v a l le y  s e c to r  l a  a ls o  th e  o ld e s t  p a r t  o f  th e  

town; in  f a c t ,  due to  th e  energy source o f  th e  s w if t  flow o f  th e  Rohrach 

c reek , t h i s  s e c tio n  has supported  c o tta g e  in d u s t r ie s  s in c e  th e  l a t e  

Middle Ages (S tf td tis c h e s  K u ltu r-  und V erkehrsam t 1970/71; see  a ls o  maps 

I I  and I I I ) .

The e v o lu tio n  o f  th e  "m igran t zone" i s  t i e d  to  a  v a r ie ty  o f  

f a c to r s .  Most in ç o r ta n t ly ,  t h i s  o ld e r ,  run-down c e n tr a l  c i t y  c o n ta in s  

housing re so u rc e s  which a re  r e a d i ly  a v a i la b le  to  th e  g u e s t w orkers.

S ince th e  German economic boom, th e re  has been a  s tead y  exodus o f  th e  

ind igenous p o p u la tio n  toward th e  subu rbs. A lso , th e  appearance o f  th e  

downtown "m igran t zone" must be r e la te d  to  th e  socio-econom ic p o s i t io n
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MAP i l l
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o f  th e  im m igrants w ith in  German s o c ie ty .  Jo b s  a re  a v a i la b le  in  th e  most 

d en se ly  p o p u la ted  re g io n s  o f  Germany; th e re , a ls o ,  th e  g r e a te s t  h o u sing  

sh o rta g e  e x i s t s .  Thus, in  th e se  a re a s ,  r e n t in g  i s  an ex trem ely  d i f f i ­

c u l t  ta sk  f o r  Germans o r  a l i e n s  a l i k e .  In  th e  m igran t c a se , m oreover, 

th re e  a d d i t io n a l  f a c to r s  demand c o n s id e ra tio n : l )  th e  so u th ern  Europeans 

a re  n o t accustom ed to  spend la r g e  p ro p o r tio n s  o f  t h e i r  income on housing  

in  t h e i r  homelands, 2) t h e i r  d e s i r e  to  spend a s  l i t t l e  on housing  a s  

p o s s ib le ,  and 3)» " le g a l"  d is c r im in a tio n  by many German la n d lo rd s  who 

fav o r r e n t in g  to  German n a t io n a ls  o ver fo r e ig n e rs ,  e s p e c ia l ly  s i n ^ e  

males and fa m il ie s  w ith  c h ild re n . A ll o f  th e se  f a c to r s  a s s i s t  in  c r e a t ­

in g  a  g eo g rap h ica l co n ce n tra tio n  o f  m ig ran ts  in  th e  " b l i t t e d "  a re a  where 

e n te r p r is in g  "slum" la n d lo rd s  a r e  w i l l in g  to  r e n t  to  fo r e ig n e rs ,  o f te n  

a t  e x o rb ita n t  r a t e s .  I t  should  be no ted , however, t h a t  t h i s  same a re a  

houses n o t on ly  a l i e n  w orkers b u t a lso  low er income, t r a n s i e n t  German 

p o p u la tio n s  ( see  c h ap te r  V f o r  f u r th e r  d is c u s s io n ) .

Housing a v a i la b le  to  fo re ig n  w orkers can be c l a s s i f i e d  in to  

two ty p e s : th e  company owned b a rra ck s  o r  h o s te l s  and p r iv a te  ho u sin g . 

A lth o u ^  th e re  i s  some o v e rla p , th e  two housing  ty p es  tend  to  a t t r a c t  

s o c io lo g ic a l ly  d i s c t i n c t  p o p u la tio n s : slnggLe male m ig ran ts  predom inate 

in  th e  company q u a r te r s  w h ile  m ig ra tin g  f a m il ie s ,  women, and e s ta b lis h e d  

male m ig ran ts  r e s id e  in  p r iv a te  h o u sin g . Thus, th e  h o u sing  u t i l i z a t i o n  

p a t te r n s  r e f l e c t  th e  m ig ra tio n  s tream  s ta g e s  o u tl in e d  in  th e  p rev io u s  

s e c t io n .  T y p ic a lly , s in g le  m ales ten d  to  r e s id e  in  em ployer housing  

f o r  re a so n s  o f  a v a i l a b i l i t y ,  c o n tra c tu a l  agreem ent, convenience, and 

low c o s t .  S o c ia b i l i ty  i s  a ls o  im p o rtan t s in c e  th e  m ig ran ts  a r e  housed, 

whenever p o s s ib le ,  acco rd in g  to  n a t io n a l i ty .  As th e  m ig ra tio n  stream
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matures» however, th e  a r r i v a l  o f  w ives and dependent fam ily  members 

b rin g s  a  s h i f t  tow ard lo c a l  p r iv a te  housing  m ark e ts . There i s  no abso­

l u t e ,  c le a r - c u t  c o r r e la t io n ,  however, between s o c io lo g ic a l  s ta tu s  and 

housing  u t i l i z a t i o n ;  s i n ^ e  m ales who have l iv e d  in  Germany fo r  some 

tim e may euLso move o u t in to  p r iv a te  q u a r te r s .

In  1970, 73 p e r  c e n t o f  th e  fo re ig n  employees l iv e d  in  p r iv a te  

housing  and th e  rem ainder, p redom inan tly  s in g le  m ales, in  employer 

housing  (A rb e itsam t Gttppingen 1971 :4 ). With in c re a s in g  d u ra tio n  o f  

German re s id e n c y , th e  tendency to  move in to  p r iv a te  housing  in c re a s e s , 

and by th e  l a t e  1960s, m ig ra tio n  in to  th e  d i s t r i c t  was w e ll advanced in  

term s o f  fam ily  s e t t le m e n t.  Only o n e - th ird  o f  th e  men who had been in  

th e  L andkreis l e s s  than  two years  r e s id e d  in  p r iv a te  housing  w h ile  fo u r -  

f i f t h s  o f  th o se  w ith  seven y ea rs  and more l iv e d  in  p r iv a te  ap artm en ts . 

U ndoubtedly, many o f  th e  s i n ^ e  m ales o f  s h o r t  d u ra tio n  l iv in g  in  p r iv a te  

q u a r te r s  have, t h r o u ^  ch a in  m ig ra tio n , moved in  w ith  a lre a d y  e s ta b lis h e d  

k in .  A 1968 n a t io n a l  survey  no ted  th a t  85 p e r  c e n t o f  fo re ig n  w orkers 

w ith  spouses and dependents in  Germany l iv e d  in  p riv a te ly -o w n ed  housing  

w h ile  o n ly  n in e  p e r  c e n t l iv e d  in  f a c to ry  owned ap artm en ts  and s ix  p e r  

c en t in  "o th e r"  form s o f  f a c to ry  b u ild in g s  ( c i t e d  in  A rb e itsam t G8pp- 

ingen  1971:12).

Even though a  d i s t in c t io n  can be drawn between conq)any and 

p r iv a te  housing , bo th  l i e  r e l a t i v e l y  c lo se  to  th e  downtown in d u s t r i a l  

s e c to r .  The b a rra ck s  a re  lo c a te d  on company grounds n e x t to  th e  f a c to ­

r i e s  and th e  h e a v ie s t  c o n c e n tra tio n  o f  m ig ran ts  in  p r iv a te  housing  e x i s t s  

w ith in  o r  a d ja c e n t to  an  oblong is la n d  between th e  H auptstraB e and s t a t e  

h i^ w a y  10. Each o f  th e  two forms o f  housing  and t h e i r  s o c ia l  c o r r e la te s
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w i l l  now be co n s id e re d .

S i n ^ e  Men in  B arracks

When th e  male m igran t a r r iv e s  a lo n e  o r  ahead o f  h is  fam ily , he 

norm ally  moves in to  company h ousing . The do rm ito ry  s t r u c tu r e s  in h a b ite d  

by s i n ^ e  male Gas t a r  b e l t e r  v a ry  w idely  in  q u a lity »  w ith in  G eislin g en  *s 

su rro u n d in g s , th e y  ranged from newly c o n s tru c te d  modem apartm ent com­

p le x es  (su ch  a s  th e  " s in g le 's "  b a rrack s  in  Süssen and TUikheim) to  la r g e ,  

d e la p id a te d  wooden s h a n t ie s .  L in g u is t ic  d e s ig n a tio n  o f  th e se  housing  

ty p es  r e f l e c t s  t h e i r  r o le  in  th e  m ig ra tio n  p ro c e ss ; most o f  th e  m igran t 

l iv in g  q u a r te r s  a r e  n o t l a b e l le d  "houses" o r  "apartm en t conçlexes" by 

em ployers o r  government o f f i c i a l s  b u t U nterfcünfte ( s in g u la r  U n te rk u n ft) , 

which connotes a  v e ry  tem porary accom odation. T h ro u ^ o u t Germany, th e se  

b a r ra c k s /h o s te ls  a r e  g e n e ra lly  overcrowded, la c k in g  p ro p e r  s a n i ta t io n  

f a c i l i t i e s ,  p o o rly  v e n t i l a te d ,  and f i r e - p r o n e .  In  G e is lin g e n , f o r  exam­

p le ,  d u r in g  Septem ber o f  both 1970 and 1971» two such U n te rk ü n fte  burned 

to  th e  ground ta k in g  th e  l i v e s  o f  fo u r  fo re ig n  w o rkers .

L eg a lly , i t  i s  o n ly  p o s s ib le  f o r  a  company to  r e c r u i t  abroad 

and b r in g  w orkers in to  Germany i f  s u f f i c i e n t  housing  i s  p ro v id ed . The 

U n te rk u n ft must m eet c e r ta in  govem m ent-inçosed  s ta n d a rd s . O ften , th e  

con^an ies a re  h e a v ily  su b s id iz e d  ly  th e  German N a tio n a l Labor O ff ic e  in  

th e  c o n s tru c tio n  o f  g u e s t w orker accom odations. In  1970, f o r  e x a ^ l e ,  

over o n e - th ird  o f  th e  fo re ig n  housing  s t r u c tu r e s  In  GBppingen were sup­

p o rte d  by th e  government a t  4 ,2 5  m illio n  marks (A rb e itsam t GBppingen 

I97I 1I I ) .  Most b a rra ck s  had h o t and co ld  ru n n in g  w a te r , k itc h e n  f a c i ­

l i t i e s ,  b a th s , and r e c re a t io n  rooms. S ince  th e  b a rra ck s  were lo c a te d  

on conqpany p ro p e r ty , th ey  were o f te n  surrounded by h l # i ,  sometimes barbed
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fen ces  which in te n s i f i e d  th e  u n u su a lly  d rab  appearance o f  th e  unp a in ted  

housing  u n i t s .  A lso , th e  r e s id e n ts  haui to  l i v e  under s t r i c t  house re g ­

u la t io n s ,  r e s t r a i n t s  which e v e n tu a lly  le d  to  d i s s a t i s f a c t io n  w ith  th e  

b a rrack  l i v in g  arrangem ent.

While th e  above d e sc rib e d  c o n d itio n s  were f a r  from id e a l  and 

th e  c r i t i c i s m  o f  many Germans and fo re ig n e rs  a l ik e ,  th e  s i n ^ e  m ales 

l a t e r ,  a f t e r  th ey  had competed in  th e  p r iv a te  housing m arket, r e c a l le d  

th a t  t h e i r  days in  th e  barxadks were n o t so bad a f t e r  a l l .  They rem i­

n is c e  th a t  i t  was th rough  b arrack  l i f e  th a t  they  gained a  fo o th o ld  in  

Germany, pay ing  r e l a t i v e l y  l i t t l e  f o r  a  bunk and room sh ared  w ith  p eop le  

from t h e i r  own c u l tu r a l  background. Of co u rse , many w orkers d id  n o t 

ad ap t to  co n d itio n s  in  Germany and s h o r t ly  re tu rn e d  home, d isap p o in ted  

and d isgraced}  b u t f o r  th o se  who rem ained, th e  b a r ra c k - l iv in g  s ta g e  

c o n s t i tu te d  a  tu rn in g  p o in t;  h e re , th ey  saved and u l t im a te ly  s e n t  f o r  

t h e i r  fa m il ie s  who co u ld , when th e y  found employment in  Germany, sh are  

in  th e  e a rn in g  p ro c e ss .

The s i n ^ e  p e r io d  i s  one experienced  by la rg e  c o n tin g e n ts  o f  

male m ig ran ts . S ince  th ey  l i v e  c lo se  to g e th e r  and face  common problem s, 

men from th e  b a rrack s  tend  to  form fr ie n d s h ip s  w ith  barrack  c o n ^ a tr io ts .  

They reco g n ize  th a t  t h e i r  l i f e s t y l e s  a re  d i f f e r e n t  from th o se  o f  m ig ran ts  

w ith  fa m il ie s  in  Germany. In  f a c t ,  th e  Spanish  m igran ts r e s id in g  in  th e  

fa c to ry  b u ild in g s  c a l le d  them selves Los G itanos ( th e  g y p s ie s ) , a s  opposed 

to  Los M atrim onios ( th e  m arrieds) d e sp ite  th e  f a c t  t h a t  many o f  th e  s e l f -  

proclaim ed G itanos had wives in  S p a in . When th e  d e c is io n  i s  f i n a l l y  

made, however, to  b r in g  th e  w ife  and c h ild re n , th ey  a re  fo rced  o u t onto  

th e  r e g u la r  housing  m arket where they  meet h i ^  p r ic e s  and d is c r im in a tio n .
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The M igrants in  P r iv a te  Housing 

A l th o u ^  firm s employing fo re ig n e rs  a re  l e g a l ly  re q u ire d  to  

f in d  housing  f o r  w orkers r e c r u i te d  ab road , th ey  a re  n o t o b lig a te d  to  do 

th e  same f o r  fo re ig n e rs  changing jo b s  w ith in  Germany o r  f o r  w orkers send­

in g  f o r  t h e i r  f a m il ie s .  A lso , s in g le  w orkers who w ish to  move in to  

p r iv a te  q u a r te r s  must do so on t h e i r  own even i f  th ey  m ain ta in  t h e i r  o ld  

jo b s .  Once a  d e c is io n  i s  made to  l i v e  in  p r iv a te  housing , a  number o f  

d i f f i c u l t i e s  a r i s e s  in  sim ply f in d in g  an ap artm en t. The procedure  o f  

r e n t in g  in  Germany i s  an e x c e e d in ^ y  conq»lex p ro c e ss  re q u ir in g  co n s id e r­

a b le  knowledge o f  German, One cannot go d i r e c t l y  to  a  la n d lo rd  a s  in  

the  U nited  S ta te s ,  f o r  example, b u t must f i r s t  lo c a te  an a v a i la b le  a p a r t ­

ment t h r o u ^  a  newspaper a d v e rtisem en t o r  t h r o u ^  a  r e n t in g  agency. Very 

o f te n , th e  ad w i l l  e x p l i c i t ly  s t a t e  w hether th e  la n d lo rd  w i l l  r e n t  to  

fo re ig n e rs  o r  o n ly  to  Germans, A G eislin g en  re n tin g  agency d isp la y ed  

r e n t  n o t ic e  s ig n s  in  th e  window s t a t i n g  c le a r ly :  Nur D eutsche (o n ly  Ger­

mans), K eine AuslËnder (no fo r e ig n e r s ) ,  o r  even B i t te ,  k e in e  Auslftnder 

(p le a s e ,  no fo r e ig n e r s ) ,  A few s ig n s  do re a d , however, Auch A u slto d er 

( f o re ig n e r s  a l s o ) ,  o r ,  more f r e q u e n tly , Auch A uslftnderin (fem ale  f o r ­

e ig n e r  a l s o ) .  In  th e  case  o f  newspaper a d s , th e  in te r e s t e d  p a r ty  must 

w r i te  to  th e  la n d lo rd  in  c a re  o f  th e  newspaper, g iv in g  h i s  name and 

ad d re ss ; in  th e  case  o f  th e  r e n t in g  agency, th e  la n d lo rd  w i l l  be inform ed 

a s  to  who th e  p ro sp e c tiv e  r e n te r s  a r e .  In  e i th e r  c a se , unwanted p ro s ­

p e c ts  can be avo ided  by s in g ly  n o t  respond ing  to  th e  r e n t  re q u e s t ,  G ast-  

a r b e i t e r  r a t e  low on th e  r e n t in g  p re fe re n c e  s c a le  and many German la n d ­

lo rd s  r e fu s e  o u t r i ^ t  to  r e n t  to  fo re ig n e rs .  In  th e  German mind, a  

s te re o ty p e d  view o f  m igran t b ehav io r has a r is e n  and t h i s ,  in  tu rn , makes
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I t  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  any a l ie n  to  f in d  housing . One lo c a l  la n d lo rd , f o r  

example, re n te d  a  sm all apartm en t to  a  "young, w ell-m annered" T urk ish  

w orker. To th e  la n d lo r d 's  dism ay, however, th e  m an's immediate ex tended 

fam ily , numbering more than  15 p e rso n s , a r r iv e d  f r e s h  from Turkey two 

weeks l a t e r .  S to r ie s  a re  a ls o  to ld  among lo c a l  Germans th a t  some Medi­

te rra n e a n  fa m il ie s  number up to  40 . A la n d lo rd  w i l l ,  o f  co u rse , rem ain 

uninform ed ab o u t a d d i t io n a l  in h a b i ta n ts  u n t i l  sudden ly  th ey  ap pear ( f o r  

a  more d e ta i le d  d is c u s s io n , see  c h a p te r  V on th e  German p o in t  o f  v iew ). 

Such o ccu rren ces , a l t h o u ^  perhaps exaggera ted  in  th e  German mind, a re  

n o t e n t i r e ly  f a l s e .  Very o f te n , when a  "p io n eer"  male d ec id e s  to  send 

f o r  h is  fam ily , which he i s  le g a l ly  e n t i t l e d  to  a f t e r  th re e  y ea rs  o f  

re s id en c y  in  Germany, he must id e a l ly  p re s e n t  ev idence to  th e  a u th o r i­

t i e s  t h a t  he can p ro v id e  s u f f i c i e n t  l i v i n g  sp ace . In  r e a l i t y ,  however, 

th e  m igran t m erely  needs to  f in d  any k in d  o f  ap artm en t and p re s e n t  th e  

r e n t in g  c o n t r a c t .  For th e  m ig ran t, th e  sm all apartm en t may o n ly  be a  

" lau n ch in g  p a d ,"  a  p la c e  to  s a t i s f y  l e g a l  req u irem en ts  and house th e  

m ig ra tin g  fam ily  in  t r a n s i t i o n  to  o th e r  a re a s  o f  employment o r ,  l a t e r ,  

to  a  l a r g e r  ap artm en t. Thus, th rough  r e a l  o r  im agined abuses hy g u es t 

w orkers, c o n f l i c t  in v a r ia b ly  a r i s e s  between la n d lo rd s , government h e a lth  

o f f i c i a l s ,  and m ig ran ts .

Except f o r  th e  few m ig ran ts  l iv in g  in  a t t i c  o r  c e l l a r  a p a r t ­

ments in  o th e r  p a r t s  o f  town, most fo re ig n e rs  a re  c o n ce n tra te d  in  th e  

a re a  which th e  lo c a l  Germans c la im  would have b e t t e r  been d estro y ed  d u r­

in g  th e  w ar. One s e c tio n  o f  th e  main s t r e e t  where th e  fo re ig n e rs  l i v e  

has been dubbed I ta k k e rs tra B e  by some lo c a l  r e s id e n ts ,  I ta k k e r  be ing  a  

d e ra g o ta ry  term  f o r  " I t a l i a n . "  The s t r e e t  do es, in  f a c t ,  have a  Medi­

te r ra n e a n  a u ra , p a r t i c u l a r ly  on S atu rday  o r  Sunday a fte rn o o n s  when th e
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sidew alk  i s  crowded w ith  p la y in g  M editerranean  c h i ld re n , d a rk ly  a t t i r e d  

w orkers s t r o l l i n g ,  and c lo th e s  hanging  from th e  back windows f o r  d ry in g . 

A ll a lo n g  th a t  s t r e e t ,  houses b ear name p laq u es  o f  L a tin , S la v ic , and 

T urk ish  o r ig in .

W ithin  t h i s  s e c to r ,  most m ig ran t a c t i v i t i e s  a re  c a r r ie d  o u t .  

E s tab lish m en ts  s e rv in g  th e  v a r io u s  n a t io n a l i t i e s ,  a s  w e ll a s  t h e i r  work 

p la c e s ,  a re  lo c a te d  w ith in  f iv e  m in u tes ' walk o f  th e  " ^ e t t o , "  D esp ite  

th e  age and b leak n ess  o f  th e  houses where th e  fo re ig n e rs  l i v e ,  th e  in -  

m ig ra tio n  has had th e  e f f e c t  o f  in c re a s in g  th e  v a lu e  o f  o ld e r  p ro p e r ty  

f a s t e r  th an  th a t  o f  p o s t-w ar housing  (K rah 1 9 7 1 :4 -5 ). As in  N orth  Amer- 

ica ji c i t i e s ,  however, such n e i^ b o rh o o d s  a re  co n sid e red  s o c ia l  and phy­

s i c a l  eyeso res and a re  marked f o r  renew al and d e s t r u c t io n .  D uring my 

fie ldw ork  p e r io d  in  1971/72, some o f  th e se  o ld e r  b u ild in g s  were to m  

down th u s  fo rc in g  th e  m igran ts to  lo c a te  o th e r  q u a r te r s .

C o n cen tra tio n  o f  fo re ig n  w orkers in  ^ e t t o  a re a s  a ls o  p u ts  them 

in d i r e c t ly  in  c o n tro l  over many o f  th e  re so u rc e s  th e re ,  in c lu d in g  hous­

in g , I t  h a s  been s t r e s s e d  e a r l i e r  how d i f f i c u l t  i t  i s  to  o b ta in  an 

apartm en t t h r o u ^  "norm al" c h an n e ls . A f te r  s e v e ra l  y e a rs  o f  fo re ig n  

o ccu pation  th e re  evolved a  p a t te r n  whereby th e  re n t in g  and r i ^ t  to  r e n t  

o f  c e r ta in  ap artm en ts  was p assed  down e x c lu s iv e ly  among m ig ran ts , o f te n  

a lo n g  g iven  n a t io n a l i ty  l i n e s .  There a re  numerous such apartm en ts  in  

G e is lin g en  which have been occup ied  s o le ly  by g u e s t w orkers f o r  te n  o r  

more y e a r s ,  I  d isco v e red  s e v e ra l  c a se s  where S pan iards would, j u s t  p r i o r  

to  t h e i r  r e tu rn  home, tu rn  o v e r t h e i r  apartm en t to  a n o th e r , newly a r r iv e d

Spanish  fam ily  o n ly  a f t e r  e x tr a c t in g  a  " i r i ^ t - t o - r e n t "  p a y -o ff  and a
4c o n s id e ra b le  p r ic e  f o r  t h e i r  o ld  f u r n i tu r e .  T his form o f  "Black Hand"
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e x to r t io n  was made p o s s ib le  because o f  language d i f f i c u l t i e s  and th e  

connection  between th e  German la n d lo rd  and th e  o ld  r e n te r .

The M igrant B u sinesses and S o c ia l Clubs 

In  a d d it io n  to  th e  r e s id e n t i a l  p a t te r n s  d isc u sse d  above, some 

comment shou ld  be made about th e  e th n ic  b u s in e sse s  which have sprung up 

In  th e  wake o f  th e  m ig ra tio n s . These e s ta b lish m e n ts , c a te r in g  to  m ig ran t 

needs, were managed by form er m ig ran ts  o r  fo re ig n  e n tre p re n e u rs . Some 

German owned b a rs  and r e s ta u r a n ts  lo c a te d  In  th e  "m ig ran t zone" had a ls o  

become c e n te rs  o f  g u e s t w orker a c t i v i t y .  There were f iv e  g en era l ty p es  

o f  e n te r p r is e s  f o r  th e  m igran t community: th e  b a r / r e s ta u r a n t  com bination , 

( G a s tw lr ts c h a f t) , g ro cery  s to r e s  (fo o d  Im port s to r e s  s p e c ia l iz in g  In  f o r ­

e ign  fo o d s ) , c lo th in g  s to r e s ,  t r a v e l  a g e n c ie s , and s o c ia l  c lu b s . The 

most Im p o rtan t, a s  f a r  a s  th e  m ig ra n ts ' s o c ia l  needs were concerned, were 

th e  G a s tw lr tsc h a f  te n  which. In  th e  S pan ish  c ase , a ls o  doubled a s  head­

q u a r te r s  f o r  th e  Spanish  v o lu n ta ry  a s s o c ia t io n .  I n  19711 b e fo re  th e  f o r ­

m ation o f  an o f f i c i a l  T urk ish  c lu b , two T urkish  b a r / r e s ta u r a n t  e s ta b l i s h ­

ments re p re se n te d  th e  p rim ary  fo c a l p o in ts  o f  in fo rm al T urk ish  s o c ia l  

a c t i v i t i e s .  D uring t h i s  same y ea r , one cou ld  a ls o  f in d  two Yugoslav 

e s ta b lish m e n ts  and s e v e ra l I t a l i a n  "h an g o u ts ,"  n o t to  m ention th e  sev­

e r a l  neighborhood "fro n t-ro o m  apartm ent" s to r e s  t h a t  p re se n te d  a r t i c l e s  

a s  w e ll a s  food and beverages from th e  r e s p e c tiv e  home c o u n tr ie s .  Two 

p iz z a  r e s ta u r a n ts  o p e ra ted  by I t a l i a n  m ig ran ts  c a te re d  to  th e  German 

p u b l ic ,  hoping  to  d u p lic a te  th e  "Im agined" su ccess  o f  t h e i r  American 

c o u s in s . The s o c ia l  fu n c tio n s  o f  th e  s t r i c t l y  " e th n ic "  G a s tw lr tsc h a fte n  

w i l l  be d isc u sse d  In  more d e t a i l  In  th e  n e x t s e c t io n  o f  t h i s  chap ter.-^
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W hile th e  p h y s ic a l domain j u s t  d e sc r ib e d  has been th e  fo ca l 

a re a  f o r  most o f  m ig ran t a c t i v i t y  (work, l e i s u r e ,  and b u s in e s s ) , i t  

should  n o t be assumed th a t  t h i s  i s  th e  l i m i t  o f  g eog raph ica l range o f  

th e  G e islin g en  m ig ran ts . M igrant p o p u la tio n s  a re  h ig h ly  f l u i d  and con­

s t a n t ly  move in  and o u t o f  th e  tow n 's bo u n d aries, e i th e r  tem p o ra rily  o r  

perm anently . I n te r v i l l a g e  and in te r c lu b  so cce r matches were o fte n  h e ld  

and th e  m ig ran ts  from nearby v i l l a g e s  and towns r e g u la r ly  t r a v e l le d  

in to  G e is lin g en  f o r  l e i s u r e  a c t i v i t i e s  and s o c ia l iz in g .  I t  should be 

no ted  h e re  th a t ,  c o n tra ry  to  p o p u la r b e l i e f ,  l i v i n g  in  G eislin g en  and 

e s p e c ia l ly  in  th e  su rround ing  v i l l a g e s  was n o t, f o r  many o f  th e  m ig ran ts , 

a  change from r u r a l  to  urban l i f e  b u t r a th e r  v ic e  v e rs a . The g uest wor­

k e r s  o f te n  com plained abou t th e  r u r a l  c h a r a c te r i s t i c s  o f  German towns 

and v i l l a g e s  in  c o n t r a s t  to  where th ey  had l a s t  come from ( e . g . ,  Barce­

lo n a , Ankara, Cordoba, o r  I s t a n b u l ) . In  f a c t ,  a  r e c u r re n t  com plaint 

c en te red  on th e  la c k  o f  s o c ia l  a c t i v i t i e s  ex cep t ro u tin e  d r in k in g  o r  

going to  a  p e r io d ic  movie inqported from the  homeland.^

5 . S o c ia l A dap tation  o f  M igrants in  G eislin g en  

Commonly in  m ig ra tio n  s tu d ie s ,  im m igrants a re  d e p ic te d  as  a  

homogeneous block o f  a l i e n s  in te r a c t in g  w ith  an e q u a lly  homogeneous h o s t  

s o c ie ty . Any m igrant community, however, can be a n a ly t ic a l ly  subdiv ided  

in to  a  v a r ie ty  o f  d i s t i n c t iv e  ty p es  u s in g  such d i f f e r e n t i a l s  a s  re g io n a l 

o r ig in s ,  ag e , m a r ita l  s t a t u s ,  occu p a tio n , le n g th  o f  tim e ab road , and 

p o s i t io n  in  th e  m ig ra tio n  s tream . S im ultaneously , however, th e  i n t e r ­

n a l  d iv e r s i ty  o f  th e  g u e s t w orker p o p u la tio n  shou ld  n o t cause one to  

overlook th e  common problem s and c o n s tr a in ts  faced  by th e  m igran ts re g a rd ­

l e s s  o f  t h e i r  p o s i t io n  in  th e  m ig ration  stream  o r  t h e i r  unique so c io ­
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demographic q u a l i t i e s .  In  th e  fo llo w in g  e thnograph ic  d e s c r ip t io n  o f 

m igran t s o c ia l  a d a p ta tio n  in  G e is lin g en , no p re te n se  w i l l  be made to  

cover a l l  o f  th e  p o te n t ia l  v a r i e t i e s  o f  m igran t re sp o n se s . Thus, th i s  

d isc u ss io n  w i l l  be concerned p r im a r i ly  w ith  m ig ra tin g  u n i t s ,  n o t in d iv i­

d u a ls  o r  sm all groups, and th u s  w i l l  g lo s s  over much o f  th e  in te r n a l  

d iv e r s i ty .  Furtherm ore, d u rin g  th e  e a r ly  s ta g e s  o f  fie ld w o rk , a  d is ­

p ro p o r tio n a te  amount o f  d a ta  was c o lle c te d  from s in g le  males and on ly  

l a t e r ,  when I  was a b le  to  e s ta b l is h  a  w ider ra p p o r t ,  was in fo rm atio n  

g a th ered  from m ig ra tin g  coup les and extended k in  g roup ings. N everthe­

l e s s ,  th e  fo llo w in g  a n a ly s is  w i l l  aim toward a  balanced view between 

g enera l and s p e c i f ic  a d a p ta tio n a l form s. S p e c ia l a t t e n t io n  w i l l  be 

given to  th e  rhythm and cy c le  o f  m igrant a c t i v i t y ,  in fo rm al and form al 

s o c ia l  groupings, and in te r - e th n ic  in te r a c t io n .  The Spanish  and Turkish  

cases w i l l  be u t i l i z e d  f o r  pu rposes o f  i l l u s t r a t i o n .

The Rhythm and Cycle o f  M igrant A c t iv i ty  

For most m ig ran ts , a  f a i r l y  w ell d e fin e d  w eekly and y e a rly  

rhythm o f  a c t i v i t y  can be d e lin e a te d . D uring t h e i r  e a r ly  months abroad , 

newly a r r iv e d  m ig ran ts  a re  busy le a rn in g  b a s ic  s k i l l s  ( e , g , , l i n g u i s t i c ,  

o c cu p a tio n a l, and s o c ia l )  n ecessa ry  f o r  fu n c tio n a l o p e ra tio n  in  Germany, 

Before lo n g , however, th ey  become en trenched  in  p re d ic ta b le  p a t te r n s  o f  

a c t i v i t y .  T y p ic a lly , t h e i r  l i v e s  f lu c tu a te  around a  f iv e -d a y  work weék 

and a  weekend o f  r e s t  and r e c r e a t io n .  A lso , once a  y e a r , norm ally  a t  

C hristm as, th e  m ig ran ts  make t h e i r  annual p ilg rim ag e  home where f o r  two 

to  fo u r  weeks th ey  a r e  re u n ite d  w ith  t h e i r  f a m il ie s .  The w orkers 

a n x io u sly  look forw ard  to  t h i s  b r i e f  v i s i t  home, b u t s h o r t ly  a f t e r  th e  

New Year, most r e tu r n  to  resume t h e i r  d u t ie s  a t  t h e i r  German work s t a ­

t io n s .
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In  th e  F ed era l R epub lic , th e  fo re ig n  m ig ran ts  a re  employed in  

a  wide v a r ie ty  o f  w orking c la s s  o ccupations and g e n e ra l iz a t io n s  about 

t h e i r  working co n d itio n s  a re  d i f f i c u l t  to  draw. Most, however, la b o r  

in  manual, lo w -s ta tu s  occupations connected w ith  c o n s tru c tio n , assem bly 

l i n e  work, m etal p o u rin g , and o th e r  " d i r ty ,"  p h y s ic a l ly  demanding and 

hazardous jo b s  which re q u ire  a  minimum o f  te c h n ic a l  s k i l l  and know­

led g e  o f  German. M igrants enq)loyed in  la rg e  f a c to r ie s  o r  by c o n stru c ­

t io n  firm s o f te n  work in  s in g le  n a t io n a l i ty  crews d ire c te d  by b i l in g u a l  

o v e rsee rs  and German foremen. In  l a r g e r  c i t i e s ,  such a s  S tu t tg a r t  o r  

F ra n k fu rt, i t  i s  n o t uncommon to  s e e  s t r e e t  r e p a i r  crews c o % ris e d  

e n t i r e ly  o f  T urk ish  o r  Spanish w orkers. S m aller f a c to r i e s ,  such a s  

G e islingen*s Ulo-Werk. have m u ltin a tio n a l work teams bu t no rm ally  th e  

G a s ta rb e i te r  perform  low er s ta tu s  ta s k s .

I t  i s  d u rin g  th e  non-working h o u rs , however, t h a t  th e  in fo rm al 

and form al s t r u c tu r e  o f  th e  m igran t community can be b e s t  observed ,

Swiss p lay w rig h t Max F r i s c h 's  o f te n  quoted  rem ark ( c i t e d ,  f o r  example, 

in  G e is lin g e r  Z e itung , J a n . 19, 1 9 7 2 il0 ) , "we c a l le d  f o r  manpower and 

people  came," sums up th e  r e a c t io n  o f  many n o rth w estern  Europeans who 

d id  n o t fo re s e e  th a t  th e  m igrants would do more than  work. Y et, one 

o f  th e  f i r s t  th in g s  a  m igrant w i l l  do , e s p e c ia l ly  i f  he a r r iv e s  a lo n e , 

i s  r e c o n s tru c t  a  network o f  in te rp e rs o n a l  r e l a t i o n s .  A l th o u ^  th e  g u est 

w oikers o f  each n a t io n a l i ty  may o r ig in a te  from d i f f e r e n t  re g io n s  and 

have no knowledge o f  each o th e r  b e fo re  em ig ra tio n , th e y  a re  drawn to g e th e r  

in  th e  German c o n tex t through e th n ic  and l i n g u i s t i c  bonds. Of co u rse , 

th e  s ty le  and degree  o f  p a r t i c ip a t io n  o f  in d iv id u a l  m ig ran ts  in  t h i s  

new community h inges on a  v a r ie ty  o f  p e rso n a l and s o c io lo g ic a l  f a c to r s .
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S in g le  males p u rsue  a  d i f f e r e n t  l i n e  o f  l e i s u r e  and s o c ia l  a c t i v i t i e s  

than  males w ith  fa m ilie s  in  Germany o r ,  o b v io u sly , s in g le  fem ale m ig ran ts  

who a re  few in  number. A f a i r l y  ty p ic a l  rhythm o f  m igran t l i f e ,  however, 

can be id e n t i f i e d  f o r  th e  m a jo rity  o f  m ig ran ts .

L ike la b o re r s  th roughou t th e  i n d u s t r i a l - c a p i t a l i s t  w orld , th e  

G a s ta rb e i te r  work f o r ty  hours p e r  week, a  sch ed u le  which a llo w s l i t t l e  

f r e e  tim e from  Monday to  F r id a y , F req u e n tly , however, f r ie n d s  w i l l  con­

g re g a te  a f t e r  work f o r  a  cup o f  c o ffe e  a t  th e  German coffeeshops o r  drop 

by t h e i r  re s p e c t iv e  e th n ic  b a rs  f o r  a  s i n ^ e  d r in k  and a  game o f  c a rd s  

o r  dominos. O thers  come j u s t  to  s i t  and ta lk  w ith  t h e i r  c o lle a g u e s  o r  

to  re a d  th e  l a t e s t  m ig ran t new spaper. Some r e g u la r ly  go to  th e  p u b lic  

swimming poo l o r  s t r o l l  t h r o u ^  th e  s t r e e t s  i f  w eather p e rm its  w h ile  

many rem ain in  th e  b a rra ck s  o r  in  t h e i r  ap artm en ts  to  watch TV o r  p la y  

ping-pong in  th e  f a c to ry  r e c r e a t io n  room s, A few w orkers e n r o l l  in  Ger­

man cou rses when th e se  a re  o f f e re d , b u t i n t e r e s t  in  a t te n d in g  th e  c la s s e s  

su b sid es  rap id ly *  th e  w orkers c la im  to  be too  t i r e d  to  a t te n d  th e  n ig h t  

s e s s io n s  and, b e s id e s , "German I s  to o  d i f f i c u l t , "  Time I s  a ls o  con­

sumed w ith  g e n e ra l cho res o f  d a i ly  l i f e  such a s  lau n d ry  and shopping .

A lso , two lo c a l  th e a te r s  s p o ra d ic a l ly  o f f e r  low grade fo re ig n  movies 

f o r  th e  v a r io u s  e th n ic  g roups.

Communication and I n te r a c t io n  among th e  g u e s t w orker popu la­

t io n  i s  most In te n s e  d u rin g  th e  weekend where a c t i v i t i e s  have a  p u re ly  

s o c ia l  end. The m ig ran ts  w i l l  don t h e i r  b e s t  c lo th in g , ta k e  in  dances 

and movies, engage in  s p o r t in g  a c t i v i t i e s ,  p arade  up and down main s t r e e t ,  

and, s l n ^ e  m ales In  p a r t i c u l a r ,  consume la rg e  amounts o f  a lc o h o l .  There 

a re  Indeed th o se  f ru g a l  w orkers who rem ain  In  t h e i r  rooms on weekend



121

n ig h ts  o r , in  th e  l a r g e r  c i t i e s ,  assem ble in  th e  t r a in  s t a t io n  where 

th ey  can lounge and t a lk .  Most fo re ig n  w orkers, however, g a th e r  in  th e  

com fort o f  t h e i r  c o -e th n ic s  and d rin k  away th e  b o rin g  work week. A lthough 

th e  e th n ic  c lu b s  o r  ba rs  a re  more fam ily  o r ie n te d  than  t h e i r  cognates 

in  Turkey o r  S pain , they  s t i l l  a re  freq u e n te d  m ainly by m ales. Women 

and c h ild re n  ty p ic a l ly  rem ain confined  to  th e  home in  non-w orking hours* 

t h e i r  f a v o r i te  p astim e  i s  b a rg a in  shopping in  th e  l a r g e r  German d e p a r t­

ment s to re s  a r  a t te n d in g  a  movie im ported  from t h e i r  c o u n try .

In fo rm al and Formal M igrant A c t iv i t i e s

In  a d d itio n  to  s e c u rin g  housing  and a  jo b , th e  m ost p re s s in g  

need o f m ig ran ts  in  Germany p e r ta in s  to  t h e i r  s o c ia l  l i f e .  The m ig ran ts ' 

d e s i r e  to  r e c o n s tr u c t  t h e i r  s o c ia l  f i e l d s  a r i s e s  n o t o n ly  from psycho­

lo g ic a l  need b u t se rv es  im m ediate p r a c t i c a l  purposes such a s  g a th e rin g  

in fo rm atio n  on p e rm its , w e lfa re  b e n e f i t s ,  v is a s ,  housing , and so on.

When most in d iv id u a ls  o r  f a m il ie s  f i r s t  a r r iv e ,  th ey  f in d  them selves 

s tra n g e rs  even among t h e i r  own countrym en. Of co u rse , t h r o u ^  th e  opera­

t io n  o f  chain  m ig ra tio n , some may jo in  k in  o r  f r ie n d s  in  th e  F ed e ra l 

R epub lic . Eîven th en , t h e i r  w ider In form al s o c ia l  f i e l d  must be c re a te d  

anew.

M igrant communities in  Germany a re  h i^ iL y  f lu i d  s o c ia l  system s 

s in c e  p a r t i c ip a t in g  members a r e  c o n s ta n tly  moving in  and o u t a s  c o n tra c ts  

ex p ire  o r  w orkers r e tu rn  home v o lu n ta r i ly  and new m ig ran ts  e n te r .  Yet, 

th e re  i s  a  c o n tin u ity  to  lo c a l  m igran t communities and t h e i r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  

d e s p ite  th e  c o n s ta n t s u b s t i tu t io n  o f  p a r t i c ip a n t s .  The newly a r r iv e d  

m igran t w i l l  a lm ost im m ediately  seek o u t h is  c o -n a tio n a ls  who a lre a d y  

e x i s t  in  fu n c tio n a l in te rd ep en d en ce . Few o f  th e  m ig ran ts  I  knew in  1971,
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f o r  example, cou ld  be lo c a te d  in  G e islin g en  in  1974 s in c e  most had 

re tu rn e d  home o r  changed jo b s  in  Germany; b u t in  both yeairs, the  m igrant 

community was v ia b le .

A n a ly tic a l ly ,  th e  s o c ia l  o rg a n iz a tio n  o f  G e is l in g e n 's  m igran t 

communities can be d e sc rib e d  in  term s o f  in fo rm al and form al s t r u c tu r e s .  

The form er r e f e r  to  f r ie n d s h ip  c liq u e s  and sm all group prim ary  r e l a t i o n ­

sh ip s  w h ile  th e  l a t t e r  d e s ig n a te  th e  more s t ru c tu re d ,  form al s o c ia l  c re a ­

t io n s  such a s  v o lu n ta ry  o rg a n iz a tio n s  and s p o r ts  c lu b s . Of co u rse , t h i s  

d i s t in c t io n  i s  somewhat a r b i t r a r y  s in c e  in fo rm al and form al a c t i v i t i e s  

ten d  to  o v erlap  and a re  based on s im ila r  m igran t n eed s . To some degree, 

both in form al netw orks and lo c a l  v o lu n ta ry  a s s o c ia t io n s  re p la c e  th e  t r a ­

d i t io n a l  forms o f  k in ,  n e i^ b o rh o o d , and v i l l a g e  t i e s  so c ru c ie l  in  

so u thern  Europe ( s e e  Graves and Graves 1974;128-140 f o r  a  review  o f  th e  

l i t e r a t u r e  on form al and in fo rm al modes o f  migremt a d a p ta t io n ) .

A com parison o f  G eislingen*s T urk ish  and Spanish  communities 

can se rv e  to  h ig h l ig h t  v a r ia t io n s  and s i m i l a r i t i e s  in  th e  non-kin  based 

s o c ia l  a d a p ta tio n s  o f  two m igran t p o p u la tio n s . In  1971/72, th e se  two 

groups were c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  d i f f e r e n t  l e v e l s  o f  m ig ra tio n  stream  m atur­

a t io n  i th e  T u rk ish  p a t te r n  lagged  some f iv e  to  s ix  y ears  behind the  

Spanish  s in c e  in te n s iv e  r e c r u i t in g  began l a t e r  in  Turkey th an  in  Spain 

( s e e  ta b le s  4 .5  and 4 .6 ) .  Thus, in  1971, G e islin g en * s T urk ish  commu­

n i ty  co n ta in ed  p ro p o r t io n a l ly  more s i n ^ e  males (65  p e r  c e n t o f  a l l  

T urkish  m ig ran ts) th an  th e  Spanish p o p u la tio n  which was w e ll advanced 

in  term s o f  fam ily  ch a in  m ig ra tio n . By 1971, however, th e  Turkish  

community, a s  can be seen  in  th e  ta b le ,  was beg inn ing  to  re c e iv e  in c re a s ­

in g  numbers o f  women and c h i ld re n . W hile c u l tu r a l  h e r i ta g e  in f lu e n c e s
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TABLE 4 .5

REGISTERED SPANISH MIGRANTS IN GEISLINGEN

1958-1971

Year* Men Women % Children** Total

1958 - - 2 100 - - 2

1959 1 33 .3 2 66.3 - - 3
i 960 17 73.9 3 13.0 3 13.0 23
1961 142 83 .5 22 12.9 6 3 .5 170

1962 118 71.1 36 21.7 12 7 .2 166

1963 180 74.1 44 18.1 19 7 .8 243
1964 368 82.0 55 12.2 26 5.8 449

1965 268 6 9 .4 80 20.7 38 9 .8 386

1966 242 64.2 89 23.6 46 12.2 377

1967 159 60 .5 53 20.1 51 19.4 263
1968 190 61,3 59 19.0 61 19.7 310

1969 250 6 5 .4 61 16.0 71 18.6 382

1970 193 53.0 87 23.9 84 23.1 364

1971 150 48 .0 88 28.0 75 24.0 313

* Census d a te s  a re  S ep t, 30 f o r  a l l  y ears  excep t 1971, where census 
was taken  on Dec. 31.

** C h ild ren  under 12 y e a rs  o f  age.

Source: OrdnungsaJnt G e islin g en  ( d a ta  adap ted  from o f f i c i a l  s t a t i s t i c s  
to  y ie ld  p e rcen tag es  fo r  in d iv id u a l n a t i o n a l i t i e s ) .



124

TABLE 4 .6

REGISTERED TURKISH MIGRANTS IN GEISLINGEN

1960-1971

Year* Men % Women % C hildren** % T otal

i 960 2 100 - - - - 2

1961 3 100 - - - - 3
1962 51 85.0 5 8 .3 4 6 .6 60

1963 55 78.6 9 12.8 6 8 .6 70
1964 109 86.5 11 8 .7 6 4 .8 126

1965 92 76.0 18 14.9 11 9 .1 121
1966 123 76.9 27 16.9 10 6 .2 160

1967 135 76.3 21 11.9 21 11.8 177
1968 248 80.5 35 11.4 25 8 .1 308

1969 454 86.5 39 7 .4 32 6 .1 525
1970 386 79.6 48 9 .9 51 10.5 485

1971 339 65.1 87 16.7 95 18.2 521

* Census d a te s  a re  S ep t, 30 fo r  a l l  y ears  excep t 1971, where census 
was taken on Dec, 31»

** C hild ren  under 12 y ears  o f age

Source: Ordnungsamt G e islin g en  (d a ta  adap ted  from o f f i c i a l  s t a t i s t i c s  
to  y ie ld  p e rc en ta g e s  f o r  in d iv id u a l n a t i o n a l i t i e s ) .
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th e  p a r t i c u l a r  ad ap tiv e  re sp o n se s  o f  each community, socio-dem ographic 

com position  i s  an e q u a lly  irq )o rta n t d e te rm in an t o f  m ig ran t s o c ia l  a c t i ­

v i t i e s .

S o c ia l A d ap ta tio n  o f  T urk ish  M igrants 

In  1972, th e  G e is lin g en  T urk ish  community had n o t  y e t  developed 

a  form al v o lu n ta ry  o rg a n iz a tio n , h u t by 1974, an o f f i c i a l  o rg a n iz a tio n  

was e s ta b l is h e d . D uring th e  fie ld w o rk  p e r io d , th e  T u rk ish  a s s o c ia t io n  

in  nearby  GBppingen serv ed  th e  T u rk ish  community o f  G e is lin g e n , S ev e ra l 

o f  th e  g u e s t w orkers a ls o  belonged to  a  T urk ish  so cc e r team which had 

been founded in  D onsdorf, a  v i l l a g e  n o t f a r  from G e is lin g e n , The v a s t  

m a jo rity  o f  Turks, th e re fo re ,  c a r r ie d  o u t t h e i r  non-k in  s o c ia l  l i f e  

s t r i c t l y  a lo n g  in fo rm al l i n e s .

B esides th e  d a i ly  r o u t in e  in te r a c t io n  in  th e  f a c to ry  and 

b a r ra c k s , th e  fo c i  o f  in fo rm al s o c ia l  in te rc o u rs e  were two G a s ts tf t t te n  

which c a te re d  s p e c i f i c a l ly  to  T u rk ish  m ig ran ts . Both w ere lo c a te d  in  

th e  "m ig ran t zone ,"  n o t more th an  a  m in u te 's  walk a p a r t .  In  f a c t ,  th e  

m ig ran ts  o f te n  made se v e ra l t r i p s  a  n ig h t  between th e  two b ars  some­

tim es f a i l i n g  to  c a r ry  t h e i r  c o a ts  and h a ts  w ith  them even in  th e  c o ld e s t  

w ea th e r. The two c lu b s  had d iv id e d  fu n c tio n s . W hile d r in k s  cou ld  be 

bought a t  e i th e r  p la c e , th e  s m a lle r  b a r , known a s  La C asa, served  th e  

m ig ran ts  f o r  card  p la y in g , dom inos, and r e la t e d  games to  p a ss  th e  tim e ,

A s t r i c t l y  m asculine a f f a i r ,  La Casa was a  cozy e s ta b lish m e n t w ith  s ix  

ta b le s ,  a  ju k e  box which c o n ta in ed  T urk ish  re c o rd s , and a  sm all s tan d -u p  

b a r .  On a  ty p ic a l  F rid ay  and S atu rday  n i ^ t ,  tw enty  to  t h i r t y  c a rd -  

p la y in g  T urk ish  men were crammed in to  th e  sm o k e -f ille d  room. The Schwa- 

benbrâu Turkish  b a r , however, had th e  added a t t r a c t i o n  o f  a  l a r g e r  back
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room which was always converted  in to  a  dance f lo o r  and a re a  where th e  

m ig ran ts  cou ld  p la y  t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  in s tru m e n ts . H ere, T urk ish  m eals 

cou ld  be pu rchased  and because o f  t h i s  more fa m ily -o r ie n te d  c h a r a c te r is ­

t i c ,  o th e r  g u e s t workers and sometimes Germans were w i l l in g  to  v en tu re  

t h r o u ^  i t s  doo rs  on weekend n i ^ t s .  Both p la c e s  w ere managed by 

T urk ish  n a t io n a ls ,  in d iv id u a ls  who came to  Germany f i r s t  a s  g u e s t wor­

k e r s  and l a t e r  s t a r t e d  b u s in esses  f o r  them selves. The atm osphere in  

both s o c ia l  c e n te rs  had been c re a te d  to  s im u la te  a s  much o f  th e  home 

c u l tu re  a s  p o s s ib le .  In  th e  T urk ish  Schwabenbrâu, p o s te r s ,  p a in t in g s ,  

ru g s , hookas, and o th e r  a r t i f a c t s  o f  T u rk ish  m a te r ia l c u l tu re  were d i s ­

p layed  on th e  w a lls  and a  s te r n ,  p a t e r n a l i s t i c  p o r t r a i t  o f  A tatU rk p re ­

s id ed  o v e r th e  b a r . In  th e  c e n te r  o f  th e  back w all hung a  la rg e  drum 

w ith  th e  in s c r ip t io n  G urbet E k ib i , which was t r a n s la t e d  by one o f  th e  

m ig ran ts  a s  " e x i le  team ," d e s ig n a tin g  th e  G e is lin g en  T urk ish  m ig ran ts . 

D esp ite  lo c a l  German b e l i e f s ,  both  b a rs  were am azingly c lean  and o rd e r ly . 

A lthough most m ig ran ts  seldom went to  th e  tav e rn  d u r in g  th e  

w orking days, a  few lo u n g in g  Turks cou ld  be found th e re  a t  most tim es . 

Some came f o r  T urkish  c o ffe e  l a t e  in  th e  morning, p a r t i c u l a r ly  th o se  on 

s ic k  le a v e , th e  unemployed, o r  th o se  who worked n i ^ t  s h i f t  o r  were on 

v a c a tio n . D rink ing  o f  a lco h o l was r e s t r a in e d  d u rin g  th e  week u n le s s  

s p e c ia l  ev en ts  such a s  b ir th d a y s , n a t io n a l  h o lid a y s , o r  th e  a r r i v a l  o f  

a  r e l a t i v e  from Turkey gave good cause f o r  c e le to ra tio n . On F rid ay  and 

S a tu rday  n i # i t ,  however, la r g e  numbers o f  T urk ish  w orkers e n te re d  th e  

b a r  and d r in k in g  tended to  be in te n s e . At any given tim e from e i ^ t  u n t i l  

m id n ig h t, 50 to  80 Turkish  men were found in  th e  sm o k e -f ille d  Schwaben- 

brftu d r in k in g , dancing , and l i s t e n i n g  to  music p lay ed  on T urk ish  in s t r u ­

ments by t h e i r  fe llo w  g u e s t w orkers. Once o r  tw ice  d u rin g  th e  n i ^ t .
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th e  T urkish  h a r  g i r l  perform ed b e l ly  dances much to  th e  p le a su re  o f  

th e  T urkish  m ales.

By exam ining more c a r e fu l ly ,  however, th e  in te r n a l  workings o f  

t h i s  m igrant " c o ffe e  h o u se ,"  we f in d  th e re  i s  much more to  i t s  s i g n i f i ­

cance than  a b e e r and dance h a l l .  In  a d d itio n  to  i t s  im p o rtan t psycho­

lo g ic a l  fu n c tio n , th e  b a r served  w ider s o c ia l  and economic purposes 

a s  w e ll. The SchwabenbrSLu stood  a s  a  c ru c ia l  in fo rm ation  c e n te r  and 

h inge  in  th e  a r t i c u l a t i o n  o f  th e  T urk ish  worker w ith  th e  o u ts id e  s o c ie ty . 

The c lu b  a ls o  was t h e i r  rendezvous p la c e . In  th e  la r g e r  German c i t i e s ,  

m igran ts g a th e r  in  th e  t r a i n  s t a t io n  where i t  i s  warm and where one can 

meet f r ie n d s  and p ass  away th e  hours w ith o u t spending any money. In  

G e is lin g en , however, th e re  was no la rg e  t r a in  s t a t io n  to  se rv e  a s  a 

"p sy ch o lo g ica l l in k  to  home"; in s te a d , th e  T urkish  Schwabenbrâu func­

tio n ed  to  t h i s  end. Here a lso  th e  w orkers could meet o th e r  Turks to  d i s ­

cuss le g a l  s t r a t e g i e s  in  term s o f  p a s s p o r ts , work p e rm its , custom s, ta x e s , 

f in a n c ia l  problem s, and so f o r th .  In  th e  Schwabenbrftu. m ig ran ts  l e t  o f f  

steam  a f t e r  making im p o rtan t d e c is io n s  such a s  send ing  f o r  th e  r e s t  o f  

th e  fam ily  o r  s ig n in g  up f o r  a n o th e r y e a r 's  c o n tr a c t .  Here, to o , many 

hours were s p e n t d is c u s s in g  t h e i r  l i f e  in  Germany, T urk ish  p o l i t i c s ,  th e  

v i r t u e s  o f  th e  v a r io u s  re g io n s  in  Turkey, and what th ey  would do upon 

t h e i r  r e tu rn  home. I t  was "home te r r i t o r y "  away from home, s e rv in g  a 

m u ltitu d e  o f  fu n c tio n s ; ed u ca tio n , s o c ia l iz a t io n ,  o r ie n ta t io n ,  inform a­

t io n ,  and r e c r e a t io n .  In  th e  b a r, they  found so la c e , mutual su p p o rt, 

t h e i r  own language, and th e  same i n t e r e s t s  and o r ie n ta t io n s .

A l th o u ^  th e  T urk ish  G a s ts tf tt te n  were th e  c e n te r  o f  Turkish  

s o c ia l  l i f e  in  G e is lin g en , th e  b a rs  were considered  dens o f  in e q u ity  by 

th e  lo c a l  c i t i z e n s  and o f f i c i a l s  and k e p t under c lo se  p o lic e  s u rv e i l la n c e .
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W hile s t r o l l i n g  th e  s t r e e t»  Germans o f te n  peaked t h r o u ^  th e  b a r 's  

windows, c a u tio u s ly  su rv ey in g  what to  them must have re p re se n te d  a  fo r ­

b idd ing  atm osphere. Yet, f o r  th i s  same reaso n , th e  b a r  a t t r a c t e d  c e r ta in  

elem ents o f  German s o c ie ty ;  drunk German males o f te n  en te red  th e  bar 

seek in g  p r o s t i t u t e s  o r  d ru g s; and young h ip p ie  ty p es  o f  both sex es  came 

f o r  th e  atm osphere and "ex o ticn e ss"  o f  T urkish  c u l tu re .  The on ly  German 

women who v i s i t e d  th e  Schwabenbiflu were, p re d ic ta b ly , th e  same in d iv i ­

d u a ls  who a lso  freq u en ted  G e is lin g e n 's  low er c la s s  German b a rs .  Most o f  

th ese  women were in  t h e i r  f o r t i e s  o r ,  i f  younger, s u f fe re d  from some 

p h y s ica l d e fe c t  which rendered  them u n a t t r a c t iv e  to  German m ales. Among 

the  T urkish  w orkers who were w ith o u t fem inine c o n ta c t, th e se  women had 

many adm irers and w ere, on th e  whole, t r e a te d  b e t t e r  than  by German men. 

I n te r e s t in g ly ,  many o f  them spoke "GI" E ng lish  and had p layed  th e  same 

ro le —a t  one tim e— f o r  American s o ld ie r s .  Some a lso  were obv io u sly  p ro s ­

t i t u t e s  and because o f  th e  p o l ic e  such women, when d isco v e red , were 

r e je c te d  from the  e s ta b lish m e n t by th e  management. The k in d s  o f  Germans 

the m igran ts c o n tac ted  in  such c ircum stances r e f le c te d  in  p a r t  t h e i r  

low er socio-econom ic p o s i t io n  in  German s o c ie ty ,

A word o f  cau tio n  i s  in  o rd e r  concern ing  th e  above d isc u ss io n  

on m igran t s o c ia l  a c t i v i t i e s  and th e  c e n tr a l  r o le  o f  th e  e th n ic  m igran t 

c u l tu r a l  c e n te r /b a r ,  A la rg e  p o r tio n  o f  th e  lo c a l  T urk ish  p o p u la tio n , 

p a r t i c u la r ly  th e  women, c h ild re n , and th o se  m ales fo rce d  to  save every  

penny, were c u t o f f  from le g i t im a te  s o c ia l  o u t l e t s .  They were con fined ,

by n e c e s s ity  o r  ch o ice , to  th e  b a rrack s  o r  congested  ap artm en ts . They

may have watched TV o r  p layed  some game in  th e  b arrack  r e c re a t io n  room 

o r  s t r o l l e d  th e  s t r e e t s ,  T urk ish  women sometimes e n te re d  th e  Schwaben-

brftu d u rin g  th e  day w ith  t h e i r  husbands o r  b ro th e rs , b u t never a t  n ig h t
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( s e e  C a s tle s  and Kosack 1973»361-371 f o r  a  gen era l d isc u ss io n  o f  th e  

s p e c ia l  a d a p ta tio n a l problem s faced  by women and c h ild re n  m ig ran ts  in  

n o rth w este rn  Europe),

The Spanish S o c ia l P a t te rn s t  

In fo rm al Networks and V o lun tary  A sso c ia tio n  

The in fo rm al le is u re - t im e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  th e  Spanish m igran ts 

d id  n o t d i f f e r  s t r u c tu r a l l y  from th o se  o f  th e  T urk ish  w orkers even th o u ^ i 

obvious c u l tu r a l ly  d e fin ed  v a r ia t io n s  e x is te d .  However, Spanish s o c ia l  

a c t i v i t y  in  G e is lin g en  d u rin g  1971 and 1972 was f a r  more fo rm alized  and 

o rgan ized  than  th a t  o f  th e  Turks, T h is, no d oub t, r e f l e c t s  an o ld e r  

s e tt le m e n t p a t te r n  and h i ^ e r  r a t i o  o f  fa m ily  m ig ra tin g  u n i t s .  The main 

focus o f  Spanish  s o c ia l  l i f e  c en te red  around th e  Club E snano l. o r ,  a s  

some c a l le d  i t ,  th e  C entro E spanol, I t  was lo c a te d  d i r e c t l y  in  th e  down­

town a re a , o n ly  a  m in u te 's  walk from th e  T urk ish  b a rs  and was rem in isc en t 

o f  th e  thousands o f w orking c la s s  b a rs  found in  S pain , In  one c o m e r 

hung th e  om nipresen t and ever b la r in g  te le v is io n  s e t  and beneath th a t  

to  th e  r i g h t  was a  German s l o t  machine t h a t  c o n s ta n tly  tw ir le d  when th e  

m igrant f e l t  lu ck y . In  th e  c lu b 's  sou thw est c o m e r was a  newspaper rack  

c o n ta in in g  th e  La Fecha, th e  Spanish m ig ran t n e w ^ ap e r, and o th e r  news­

p ap ers  from th e  l a r g e r  Spanish c i t i e s .  D ire c tly  a c ro ss  th e  room, on th e  

en tran ce  doo r, was a  b u l le t in  board crowded w ith  n o tic e s  o f  many v a r ie ­

t i e s  and in  th e  n o rth w est c o m e r , n ex t to  a  Spanish ju k e  box, was a  

d is p la y  case  h o ld in g  th e  tro p h ie s  won by th e  lo c a l  Spanish  so cce r c lu b . 

L ike th e  T urk ish  G a s ts tS tte n , th e  Spanish c lu b  served  a  v a r ie ty  

o f  in fo rm al and s o c ia l  fu n c tio n s . In  a d d itio n  to  f in d in g  fe llo w sh ip  and 

a  card  o r  domino game, w orkers congregated  a t  th e  c lu b  to  l e a m  th e  in s
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and o u ts  o f  l i f e  in  Germany» f o r  example, how to  g e t an ap artm en t, where 

to  r e g i s t e r ,  how to  pay ta x e s . When a  Spanish  m igran t faced  a  d i f f i c u l t  

s i tu a t io n  o r  needed in fo rm atio n  abou t a  problem , h i s  f i r s t  s to p  was th e  

Club Espanol where he found more experienced  and know ledgable c o lle a g u e s . 

The Club E snanol, however, a ls o  served  a s  th e  o f f i c i a l  head­

q u a r te r s  o f  th e  Spanish c o lo n y 's  a s s o c ia t io n .  In  c o n tr a d is t in c t io n  to  

th e  Turkish c a se , th e  S pan ish  m ig ran ts  had founded and o rg an ized  a 

mutual s e l f - h e lp  v o lu n ta ry  s o c ie ty .  The C olonia Esnanol de G e is lin g en  

was o f f i c i a l l y  r e g is te r e d  w ith  th e  lo c a l  German a u th o r i t i e s  and had 

e le c te d  o f f i c e r s ,  a  tr e a s u ry , and monthly dues o f  .5 marks p e r  member.

The a s s o c ia t io n  h e ld  i t s  o f f i c a l  m eetings on Sunday a fte rn o o n  when a s  

many as  100 S pan iards would crowd in to  th e  c lu b 's  main room. H ere, th e y  

d iscu ssed  th e  p re s s in g  prolSLems o f  t h e i r  community and i n i t i a t e d  a  

v a r ie ty  o f  s o c ia l  and s e l f - h e lp  a c t i v i t i e s .

The G e is lin g en  Club Esnanol was am azingly g e n e ra liz e d  in  i t s  

fu n c tio n s . In  a d d it io n  to  i t s  obv ious r o le  o f  f o s te r in g  c u l tu r a l  p r id e ,  

p ro v id in g  channels f o r  ind iv idv ia l s t a tu s  n o t a t ta in a b le  in  th e  la r g e r  

s o c ie ty , emd s o c ia l i z in g  new m ig ran ts , th e  c lu b  engaged in  a  h o s t o f  

co n sc io u sly  p lanned  s o c ia l  and economic a c t i v i t i e s .  Thus, th e y  spon­

so red  f i e s t a s ,  p a g e a n ts , c o n te s ts ,  and a  so c c e r  team . More im p o rtan t, 

p e rh ap s, was th e  p r a c t i c a l  m utual a id  f o r  any member in  d i f f i c u l t i e s .

Upon d ea th  o f  a  member, f o r  example, th e  a s s o c ia t io n  a rran g ed  f o r  b u r ia l  

s e rv ic e  and f in a n c ia l ly  a s s i s te d  th e  d e c e a se d 's  fa m ily , A m ajor concern 

a lso  cen te red  on th e  Spanish  c h ild re n  o f  G e is lin g en , R epeated ly , th e  

a s s o c ia tio n  a ttem pted  to  r e c r u i t  Spanish  te a c h e rs  s in c e , acco rd in g  to  

one member, "o u r c h ild re n  speak German b e t t e r  than Spanish  and know n o th -
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In g  o f  t h e i r  hom eland." The a s s o c ia t io n  a ls o  se rv ed  a s  a  l in k  w ith  

extra-com m unity i n s t i t u t i o n s  and o rg a n iz a tio n s , F or example, d u rin g  

th e  1971 n a tio n -w id e  s t r i k e  o f  m etal w orkers when many m igran ts fe a re d  

th ey  would lo s e  t h e i r  jo b s , th e  a s s o c ia t io n  a rran g ed  f o r  a  Spanish  

member o f  th e  union to  d is c u s s  such m a tte rs  a s  uneng)loyment, s t r i k e  

a c t i v i t i e s ,  r e tu r n  o f  ta x  money, and o th e r  a sp e c ts  r e la te d  to  jo b  t e r ­

m ination  and th e  s t r i k e .  The a s s o c ia t io n 's  b u l le t in  board was an o th e r 

in d ic a to r  o f  th e  c lu b 's  l in k a g e  to  th e  o u ts id e 1 a  b r i e f  g lance o ver 

th e  n o tic e s  dem onstrated  th e  wide v a r ie ty  o f  governm ental o f f ic e s  and 

o th e r  o rg a n iz a tio n s  which were concerned w ith  th e  m ig ran ts . F in a l ly , 

i t  should  be n o ted  th a t  w h ile  th e  G e is lin g en  Club Esnanol re c e iv e d  

some l im ite d  a s s is ta n c e  from th e  Spanish government f o r  i t s  o p e ra tio n , 

most o f  th e  a c t i v i t i e s  o r ig in a te d  w ith  and were c a r r ie d  o u t by th e  lo c a l  

m ig ran ts  th em selv es .

Given th e  r e l a t i v e l y  sm all s iz e  o f th e  S pan ish  community in  

G e is lin g en , th e  Centro Esnanol had no s p e c ia l  r e g io n a l  o r  o c cu p a tio n a l 

o r ie n ta t io n ;  th e  Club was pan-Spanish  and g e n e ra liz e d  in  i t s  co n cern s .

In  th e  l a r g e r  German c i t i e s ,  however, Spanish  a s s o c ia t io n s  based on a  

wide v a r ie ty  o f  s p e c ia l iz e d  i n t e r e s t  can be found. A c u rso ry  ^ a n c e  

t h r o u ^  th e  pages o f  th e  S panish  m igran t newspaper 7 Fechas dem onstra tes  

th e  a lm ost u n lim ite d  v a r ie ty  o f  m igran t v o lu n ta ry  o rg a n iz a tio n s :  so cc e r, 

boxing, m usical c lu b s , a s s o c ia t io n s  o f  fam ily  f a th e r s ,  a s s o c ia t io n  o f  

fo re ig n  w ives, a s s o c ia t io n s  o f  Spanish te a c h e rs , re g io n a l a s s o c ia t io n s ,  

a id - to -h o m e -v illa g e  s o c i e t i e s ,  to  mention o n ly  a  few ( s e e  a ls o  M in is te r -  

ium fU r A rb e it ,  G esundheit und Sozialordnung , Baden-W ürttemberg, n ,d ,  

f o r  a  p a r t i a l  l i s t i n g  o f  a s s o c ia t io n s  in  Baden-W ürttemberg f o r  1972).
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I n te r n a l ly ,  G eislingen*s  Club Esnaaol was o rgan ized  much l i k e  

o th e r  g e n e ra liz e d  a s s o c ia t io n s  found th r o u ^ o u t  th e  F edera l R epublic ,

The b a r / r e s ta u r a n t  was p r iv a te ly  run  by a  S pan iard  and h is  w ife  who had 

o p e ra ted  a  sm all b a r in  Spain b e fo re  coming to  Germany, The e le c te d  

o f f i c e r s  were s u r p r i s i n ^ y  numerous: p re s id e n t ,  v ic e -p re s id e n t ,  s e c re ta ry , 

v ic e - s e c r e ta r y ,  t r e a s u r e r ,  v ic e - t r e a s u r e r ,  s o c ia l  d i r e c to r ,  s p e c ia l  

ev en ts  d i r e c to r ,  and s e v e ra l  minor d i r e c to r s .  I t  a lm ost seemed th a t  an 

e f f o r t  was made to  a llow  everyone to  h o ld  o f f ic e  in  th e  c lu b . The n a tu re  

o f  th e  ev en ts  ( f i e s t a s ,  weddings, c o n te s ts ,  e t c . )  sponsored by th e  Span­

is h  c lu b s  in  Germany re v e a le d  an a tte n d it to  im ita te  c u l tu r a l  a c t i v i t i e s  

which were rem ote to  working c la s s  p o p u la tio n s  in  S pain . I n  Germany, 

removed from th e  im m ediate p resence  o f  th e  Spanish  m iddle and upper 

c la s s e s ,  th e  m ig ran ts seemed to  s t r i v e  f o r  th e  outward d is p la y s  o f  s ta tu s  

which in  S pain  la y  beyond th e i r  re a c h , 7 F echas. f o r  exanç)le, c a r r ie s  

i t s  own s o c ia l  pages w ith  photos o f  l o c a l ly  e le c te d  "Miss S p a in s ,"  o s te n ­

t a t io u s ly  d eco ra ted  weddings and double-w eddings, e le c te d  o f f i c i a l s ,  and 

"honored" m ig ran ts . In  f a c t ,  en thusiasm  f o r  s o c ia l  a c t i v i t i e s  suid group- 

co o rd in a ted  ev en ts  and th e  e f fe c t iv e n e s s  w ith  which th ey  were c a r r ie d  

o u t i s  s t a r t l i n g  given th e  p u rp o rted  i n a b i l i t y  o f  th e  Spanish  low er c la s ­

se s  to  co o p e ra te . Even th e  Spanish m ig ran ts  them selves r e a l i z e  th e  new 

sense  o f  o rg a n iz a tio n  found o u ts id e  t h e i r  homeland. The a n th ro p o lo g is t  

Jerome M intz (1972:^4-62) has d isco v e red  t h a t  among th e  t a l e s  and jo k es  

to ld  by re tu rn e d  m igran ts in  A ndalusia  th e  concep t o f  cohesiveness 

appears:

In  one f a c to ry ,  some S paniards were s a id  to  have b a t t le d  w ith  
a  group o f  German w ozkers. The p o l ic e  were c a l le d ,  b u t th e  Span­
is h  w orkers would n o t g ive  i n .  Then th e  German c h ie f  o f  p o lic e
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jumped on th e  ta b le ,  "F r ie n d s ,"  he c r ie d ,  " i t  i s  good to  see  
you so u n i te d .  I f  you had been a s  u n ite d  in  Spain a s  you a re  
today , you would n o t be h e re ,"

While th e  form al n a tu re  o f  th e  Club Espanol has been s t r e s s e d  

in  o rd e r  to  compare the  more en trenched  and o ld e r  Spanish  colony w ith  

th e  T urkish  in fo rm al a c t i v i t i e s ,  i t  shou ld  n o t be fo rg o tte n  t h a t  th e  

Spanish  Club a ls o  was a  r e c re a t io n  and d in in g  e s tab lish m en t, a  p la c e  

where w orkers engaged in  le is u re - t im e  a c t i v i t i e s  and s o c ia l  in te r c o u r s e .  

The c lu b  was e q u a lly  open to  Spanish women who ga th ered  among them selves 

f o r  c o n v e rsa tio n  w h ile  t h e i r  husbands p lay ed  cards o r  dominos. F o r th ese  

casu a l a c t i v i t i e s ,  th e  Spanish  and T urk ish  G asts t& tten  were s t r u c tu r a l l y  

v i r t u a l l y  i d e n t i c a l .  In  th e  Spanish c a se , however, th e  m igran t commu­

n i ty  o rg a n iz a tio n  had—pro b ab ly  because o f  th e  more m ature age o f  th e  

m ig ra tion  stream —moved beyond s t r i c t l y  in fo rm al l i n e s  to  a  fo rm alized  

v o lu n ta ry  o rg a n iz a tio n .

V a ria tio n s  in  A daptive S tr a te g ie s  

C lose-hand o b serv a tio n  o f  th e  in te r n a l  workings o f  any m igran t 

community i s  bound to  le av e  th e  in v e s t ig a to r  im pressed w ith  th e  r i c h  

d iv e r s i ty  o f  m igran t types and ad ap tiv e  re sp o n se s . In  t h i s  re g a rd , 

G e islin g en  was no ex cep tio n . Thus, a s  a  p a r t i a l  c o r re c t iv e  to  th e  gen­

e r a l iz in g  approach taken  in  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t io n  and elsew here in  th e  i n t r a -  

European m ig ra tio n  l i t e r a t u r e ,  b r i e f  a t t e n t io n  w i l l  be g iven  to  th e  

v a r i e t i e s  o f  a d a p tiv e  s t r a t e g i e s .  For convenience, th e se  v a r ia t io n s  

w il l  be d iscu ssed  under th e  fo llo w in g  c a te g o r ie s i  s e rv ic e  m ig ran ts , 

s in g le  male la b o r e r s ,  and m ig ra tin g  f a m il ie s .  In d iv id u a l case  s tu d ie s  

w i l l  be u t i l i z e d  f o r  each ty p e . No attenqpt, however, i s  made to  d e s­

c r ib e  a l l  i d e n t i f i a b le  c a te g o r ie s  o f  m ig ran ts  uncovered d u rin g  th e  f i e l d -



134

work re se a rc h ; th o se  examined below a re  p re sen te d  a s  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  

o f  v a r i a b i l i t y ,  n o t a s  th e  f u l l  range o f  m igrant ty p e s  and a d a p ta tio n s .

S e rv ice  m ig ran ts  d e s ig n a te  th o se  in d iv id u a ls  w ith in  th e  m igran t 

s o c ia l  system  who fu n c tio n  a s  c u l tu r a l  b ro k e rs , businessm an, e n te r ­

ta in e r s ,  and in  o th e r  r o le s  which o f f e r  d i r e c t  s e rv ic e s  to  th e  m igran t 

p o p u la tio n s  o r  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e i r  a r t i c u l a t i o n  w ith  th e  l a r g e r  s o c ie ty .

In  th e  G e is lin g en  a re a , s e rv ic e  m igran ts  could  be c l a s s i f i e d  in to  two 

s t r u c tu r a l  ty p e s ; l )  "fo rm al" m ig ran ts  such as  in te r p r e te r s  employed 

by f irm s, m ig ran t r e p re s e n ta t iv e s  o f  la b o r  u n io n s , s o c ia l  w orkers, 

p r i e s t s ,  e t c . ;  and 2) " in fo rm al"  se lf-em p loyed , independent middle-men 

who o p e ra te  among th e  w orkers supp ly ing  them w ith  demanded goods and 

s e rv ic e s .  In  a d d it io n  to  se rv in g  as  c u l tu r a l  b rokers  by m ed ia ting  between 

m igran ts and Germans, th e  s e rv ic e  m ig ran ts  a lso  p ro v id ed  ways which 

lin k e d  th e i r  c o -e th n ic s  to  t h e i r  home communities and t r a d i t io n s  (s e e  

Wolf 195611076 f o r  an e a r ly  c o n c e p tu a liz a tio n  o f  th e  c u l tu r a l  b roker 

n o tio n ) .  They a lso  fu n c tio n e d  to  a s s i s t  in  th e  s a t i s f a c t io n  o f needs 

a r i s in g  o u t o f  th e  p e c u l i a r i t i e s  o f  th e  m ig ra to ry  p ro c e s s . In  many c a se s , 

th e re fo re , " in fo rm al"  s e rv ic e  m igran ts o p e ra te  i l l e g a l l y  by se c u rin g  

f a l s e  p e rm its , sm ug g in g  in  w oriters, t r a n s f e r r in g  b lack  m arket goods, 

p ro v id in g  p r o s t i t u t e s  to  s i n ^ e  m ales, to  m ention o n ly  a  few i l l i c i t  

a c t i v i t i e s .  O th e rs , such a s  owners o f  food im port shops, t r a v e l  agency 

managers, b a r  o p e ra to rs , e tc ,  were f a r  more common and ty p ic a l  o f  s e r ­

v ic e  m ig ran ts , however.

Most in d iv id u a ls  who u l t im a te ly  s e t  up an e th n ic  b u s in ess  in  

Germany m ig ra ted  f i r s t  a s  common la b o r e r s .  The d e s i r e  to  become indepen­

d e n t sm all b u s in ess  o p e ia to r s ,  which o th e r  w orkers may a s p ir e  f o r  on
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t h e i r  r e tu r n  home, o f te n  moves many to  t r y  t h e i r  lu ck  in  Germany, 

I n te r e s t in g ly ,  s e v e ra l I t a l i a n  and Gredc g u e s t w orker businessm en d e s­

c rib ed  to  me th e  avowed su ccess  o f  an e n tre p re n e u r ia l  b ro th e r  o r  cousin  

in  America and th ey  hoped to  d u p lic a te  th a t  re p u te d  su ccess  in  Germany, 

Thus, a f t e r  b u ild in g  up some sa v in g s , an in vestm en t in  a  m ig ra tio n - 

r e la te d  e n te r p r is e  was o f te n  made. E n tre p re n e u r ia l fa m il ie s  from th e  

sending  c o u n tr ie s ,  however, were a ls o  quick to  c a p i t a l i z e  on th e  m ig ran t 

c o n d itio n  ab road . The case  o f  a  T urk ish  fam ily  o p e ra tin g  in  th e  G eis­

lin g e n  a re a  i s  exem plary o f  t h i s  ty p e  and w i l l  be u t i l i z e d  in  th e  fo llo w ­

in g  case  s tu d y .

The most pow erfu l and re sp e c te d  T urk ish  m igran t in  th e  G e is- 

1 ingen-GOppingen a re a  was, s u rp r is in g ly ,  a  s i n ^ e  woman in  h e r  e a r ly  

f o r t i e s .  A lthough unm arried . M iss M, (a s  I  w i l l  name h e r ) ,  "headed" 

an extended fam ily  u n i t  which o p e ra te d  a  number o f  m ig ra t io n - re la te d  

b u s in e sse s . Miss M,, who alw ays wore p a n ts  and f re q u e n tly  smoked c ig a r s ,  

o r ig in a l ly  came to  Germany in  1962 t h r o u ^  h e r  work w ith  a  T u rk ish  t r a v e l  

agency. As th e  T urk ish  m igran t p o p u la tio n  in c re a se d , she d ec id ed  to  

in v e s t  in  a  G asts t& tte  in  GBppingen and l a t e r  a ls o  opened th e  Schwaben- 

brâu in  G e is lin g e n , Y et, acco rd in g  to  German law , she cou ld  n o t l e g a l ly  

own and manage such e s ta b lish m e n ts  s in c e  she h e ld  o n ly  a  wodc v i s a  and 

had n o t p a ssed  th e  re q u ire d  r e s ta u r a n t  s t a t e  exam ination . To circum ­

v en t th e  a u th o r i t i e s .  M iss M, e n te re d  in to  a  p r iv a te  arrangem ent whereby 

a German couple  re c e iv e d  1,500 marks p e r  month to  pose a s  th e  ow ners.

They came to  th e  b a rs  p e r io d ic a l ly  to  su p p o rt th e  facad e .

In  th e  meantime. Miss M, had a ttem p ted  to  ga in  l e g a l  c o n tro l 

t h r o u ^  i l l e g a l  means by pay ing  a  lo c a l  law yer a  c o n s id e ra b le  sum to  push
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through th e  p ro p e r p ap ers  and a s s i s t  h e r  in  g e t t in g  c e r t i f i e d  to  o p e ra te  

a  p u b lic  r e s ta u r a n t .  The law yer had in ten d ed  to  dem onstrate  to  th e  

a u th o r i t i e s  t h a t  th e  G e islin g en  b a r  was a  bona f id e  T urk ish  c u l tu r a l  

c e n te r  and shou ld  be g iven  s p e c ia l  a t t e n t io n  be fo re  th e  law . The p la n  

f a i l e d ,  however, a l t h o u ^  I  was n e v e r a b le  to  uncover th e  e x ac t sequence 

o f  e v e n ts . When I  te rm in a ted  p h a se  I  o f  my 1972 fie ld w o rk , th e  le g a l  

p ro cess  was s t i l l  under way. By 1974, when I  r e - v i s i t e d  th e  fie ld w o rk  

s i t e ,  th e  G e is lin g en  e s ta b lish m e n t had come under German management and 

th e  b a r  i t s e l f  had become a  Yugoslav hangout.

W hile o p e ra tin g  w ith in  th e  GBppingen-G eislingen a re a .  M iss M. 

and h e r  fam ily  p rov ided  a  v a r ie ty  o f  s e rv ic e s  to  th e  m igran t p o p u la tio n . 

In  th e  T urk ish  b a r / r e s ta u r a n t ,  th e  m ig ran ts  found n a tio n a l  fo o d , d r in k s , 

e n te r ta in m e n t, and a  s o c ia l  l i f e .  Through h e r  t r a v e l  agency, th e  wor­

k e rs  were tra n s p o r te d  between Germany and Turkey, M iss M, and h e r  te en ­

age nephews, because o f  t h e i r  f lu e n t  German, se rv ed  a s  c u l tu r a l  b ro k ers  

by f re q u e n tly  h an d lin g  a f f a i r s  where German and Turicish p a r t i e s  were 

in v o lv ed . M iss M, and h e r  fam ily , which in c lu d ed  p a re n ts ,  b ro th e rs ,  

s i s t e r s ,  nephews, and o th e r  k in ,  a l l  a s s i s t e d  in  th e  o p e ra tio n  and were 

a ffo rd e d  a  g r e a t  d e a l o f  p r e s t ig e  and s t a tu s  by th e  m igran t p o p u la tio n . 

In  f a c t ,  they  co n sid ered  them selves s o c ia l ly  s u p e r io r  to  th e  r e g u la r  

m ig ran ts  and alw ays made a  co n ce rted  e f f o r t  to  inform  " re sp e c ted "  o u t­

s id e r s  t h a t  th e y  were n o t "o rd in a ry  g u e s t w o rk ers ."  The younger members 

o f  th e  fam ily  went to  German c o lle g e  p re p a ra to ry  sch o o ls  ( Gymnasium) and 

none o f  th e  o ld e r  members worked in  manual o c cu p a tio n s ,

Enployed in  H iss M.*s b u s in e ss  was an o th e r T urk ish  fem ale who 

re p re se n te d  a  d i f f e r e n t  type  o f  s e rv ic e  m ig ran t. T h is was N ezike, th e



137

b a r  maid and b e l ly  d an cer who m igrated  from Turkey in  I969 when she was 

22 years  o ld . Back home, she had no fam ily  ex cep t one b ro th e r . She 

f i r s t  went to  Ludwigs burg where she had a  c o n tra c t  to  work in  a  f a c to ry . 

There she met a  T urk ish  man w ith  whom she l iv e d  f o r  a  y ear b e fo re  f in d ­

in g  o u t t h a t  he had a  w ife  and two c h ild re n  back in  Turkey, Nezike wan­

te d  to  le a v e  him b u t he fo rce d  h e r  to  s ta y , p rom ising  to  d iv o rce  h is  

w ife  and marry h e r .  A f te r  he b e a t h e r  se v e ra l tim e s , she l e f t  Ludwigs- 

burg and came to  GBppingen where Miss M, o f fe re d  h e r  a  jo b  and p ro te c ­

t io n  from p e rs e c u tio n  by h e r  form er lo v e r .

The case s  o f  Miss M. and N ezike dem onstrate  th e  extreme v a r ia ­

t io n s  in  th e  m ig ra tio n  p ro c e ss . T y p ic a lly , in tra -E u ro p ean  m ig ra tio n  i s  

though t o f  a s  a  male dom inated, male c o n tro lle d  movement. W hile t h i s  

i s  g e n e ra lly  th e  c a se , s ig n i f ic a n t  numbers o f  women o p e ra te  indepen­

d e n tly  o r  a s  le a d e r s  o f  m ig ra tin g  u n i t s .  W hile most women fo llow  t h e i r  

husbands o r  b ro th e rs  to  Germany and undergo l im ite d  v a lu e  change, both 

Miss M, and N ezike were open ly  c r i t i c a l  o f  th e  p o s i t io n  o f  women in  

T urk ish  s o c ie ty .  Both adm itted  th a t  t h e i r  ex p erien ces  in  Germany had 

le d  them to  in c re a s e d  d i s s a t i s f a c t io n  w ith  th e  b eh av io r and a t t i t u d e s  

o f  Turicish m ales. W hile my own d a ta  on fem ale m ig ran ts  a re  r e g r e t ta b ly  

incom ple te , th e  p o s i t io n  o f  women in  th e  m ig ra to ry  p ro c e ss  s tan d s  in  

need o f  g r e a te r  exam ination  i f  we a re  to  un d ers tan d  th e  f u l l  conse­

quences o f  m ig ra tio n  ( s e e  A n th ropo log ica l Q u a rte r ly , V o l. 49, No. 1, 

1976, f o r  a  s p e c ia l  is s u e  on women and m ig ra tio n ) .

Most o f  th e  e thnograph ic  d a ta  in  t h i s  s tu d y  has been c o lle c te d  

from in te rv ie w s  among s i n ^ e  male m ig ran ts . Given th e  la ck  o f  immediate 

fam ily  p re s su re s  on t h e i r  tim e and t h e i r  p ro p e n s ity  to  lounge in  th e
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s o c ia l  c e n te rs ,  I  was a t l e  to  conduct more th o r o u ^  in te rv ie w s  among 

t h i s  group. S ince much o f  t h i s  d a ta  has been re p o r te d  elsew here in  

t h i s  d i s s e r t a t io n ,  I  w il l  o f f e r  o n ly  two c o n tra s t in g  ty p es  o f  s i n ^ e  

male m ig ran ts , one from Tuifcey and th e  o th e r  from S p a in , N e ith e r 

in d iv id u a l i s  n e c e s s a r i ly  r ^ r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  h is  r e s p e c tiv e  n a tio n a l  

groups in  Germany: in  f a c t ,  bo th  " types"  can be found among e i th e r  th e  

Spanish o r  T urk ish  w orkers.

A ll was my main in form ant among th e  T urk ish  w orkers. He 

m igrated  to  Germany from Adana a t  th e  age o f  22 le a v in g  behind h is  

widowed m other and fo u r  younger s i t l i n g s .  He a r r iv e d  in  G e islin g en  o n ly  

n in e  months be fo re  I  began f i e l d  re s e a rc h  and worked f o r  L ic h t  und K r a f t , 

a  medium s iz e d  fa c to ry  th a t  m anufactures e l e c t r i c a l  p a r t s ,  A lth o u ^

A ll was a  t r a in e d  m ach in is t, and had com pleted h i ^  schoo l a lo n g  w ith  

some v o c a tio n a l t r a in in g ,  he was e s s e n t i a l ly  an u n s k il le d  la b o r e r  in  

Germany, A ll l iv e d  w ith  two o th e r  T urkish  men in  an a t t i c  apartm ent 

f o r  which th ey  payed 75 marks each . They d id  m ost o f  t h e i r  own cooking 

and r a r e ly  sp e n t money u n n e c e s sa r ily . Every month, A li s e n t  home a s  

much a s  60 p e r  c en t o f  h is  tak e  home pay . P e r io d ic a l ly ,  he would g e t 

in c re d ib ly  d runk , b u t t h i s  came o n ly  once every  th re e  o r  fo u r  months. 

W ithin h i s  s h o r t  s ta y ,  A li had le a rn e d  e x c e lle n t  German and had adap ted  

w e ll to  th e  h o s t s o c ie ty ,  A l th o u ^  he expressed  a  g re a t  ad m ira tio n  f o r  

Germany, he c o n s ta n tly  ta lk e d  o f  r e tu rn in g  home. A t tim es , he would 

become d ep re ssed , a  mood which le d  to  d r in k in g  and c o n ^ la in in g  th a t  l i f e  

abroad w ith o u t h is  fam ily  was u n b ea rab le . A ccording to  h is  g o a ls , A li 

worked o u t h i s  c o n tra c t  and re tu rn e d  p ro n ç tly  to  Adana, He d id  n o t 

extend h is  s ta y  in  Germany beyond th e  p ro je c te d  v i s i t  by even a  s i n ^ e  

day.
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Compared to  th e  f ru g a l and w ell-p lan n ed  m ig ra tio n  s t r a te g y  

o f  A li, th e  response  o f  my prim ary  in fo rm an t among th e  Spanish  s in g le  

male p o p u la tio n  was v i r t u a l l y  th e  o p p o s ite . A ntonio , who was f iv e  y ea rs  

o ld e r  than A l i ,  was one o f  th e  f i r s t  m igran ts I  encountered  in  G eis­

lin g e n . This f i r s t  m eeting  w ith  an "A ndalusian p e a sa n t m igran t" was 

a  s h a t te r in g  experience  in  term s o f  th e  s te re o ty p e s  o f  m ig ran ts  I  had 

b u i l t  up in  my mind d u rin g  th e  p re -fie ld w o rk  re se a rc h  s ta g e . îh e  f i r s t  

n i ^ t  I  encountered  A ntonio he in v i te d  me to  v i s i t  th e  Club E snanol.

We go t th e re  a t  h i ^  and dangerous speeds t h r o u ^  th e  narrow medieval 

s t r e e t s  o f  G e is lin g e n 's  o ld  downtown s e c to r  in  h i s  brand new Opel GT 

which d isp la y ed  such e x tra s  a s  an e la b o ra te  s te r e o  tap e  deck , sheqp 

wool s e a t  co v ers , and numerous o th e r  a c c e sso r ie s  and gadgets abou t which 

I  was t o t a l l y  ig n o ra n t. A n to n io 's  c o % le te  wardrobe was a lso  a  m arvel; 

on t h i s  n ig h t ,  he wore a  f r i l l e d  buckskin ja c k e t  and h i ^  h ee led  b o o ts . 

The lo c a l  S pan iards had nicknamed him "B uffa lo  B i l l"  because o f  h is  

"cowboy" appearance . A n to n io 's  l i f e s t y l e  had n o t alw ays been so o s ten ­

t a t i o u s .  He was bom  and re a re d  in  a  v i l l a g e  n o t f a r  from C adiz. B efore 

s ig n in g  up f o r  Germany, he worked in  c o n s tru c tio n  in  C adiz. In  G e is lin ­

gen i t  was rumored t h a t  he was m arried  and had d e se r te d  h is  w ife , bu t 

i f  t h i s  was so I  nev er had th e  in fo rm atio n  confirm ed by him. By 1972, 

he had been in  Germany f o r  o ver fo u r  y ears  bu t had f a i l e d  to  save even 

a few hundred marks because o f  h is  o b sessio n  w ith  mass produced lu x u ry  

ite m s . H is r e l a t i v e l y  expensive fu rn ish e d  apartm ent was com plete w ith  

te le v is io n ,  r a d io ,  and tap e-d eck . Toward th e  end o f  h i s  s ta y  in  G eis­

lin g e n , A ntonio s topped  w orking a l to g e th e r ;  in s te a d , he hung o u t con­

s t a n t ly  a t  h i s  f a v o r i te  b a r , th e  Bahnhofseck, d r in k in g  and p la y in g  th e
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s l o t  machine. He would r e g u la r ly  buy d r in k s  f o r  th e  house and f la s h  

la r g e  r o l l s  o f  German b i l l s  f o r  everyone to  s e e . A ntonio f i n a l l y  l e f t  

G e islin g en  broke and d e je c te d . In  h i s  fo u r  y ea rs  o f  la b o r  he had saved 

n o th in g  and had even, p r i o r  to  h is  d e p a r tu re , hocked h is  c a r  and most 

o f  h i s  gadgets f o r  e x tra  d r in k in g  money. A ntonio l e f t  G eim ny under 

p re s su re  from th e  lo c a l  a u th o r i t i e s  and jo in e d  members o f  h i s  fam ily  

who were presum ably w orking in  th e  a g r i c u l tu r a l  h a rv e s t  in  F ran ce . H is 

g r e a te s t  dream, he once had c laim ed, was to  g e t a  Sueca ( o r ig in a l ly  

d e s ig n a tin g  a Swedish g i r l  b u t sometimes used  a s  a  g e n e ric  term  f o r  

a l l  n o rth e rn  European g i r l s ,  p a r t i c u l a r ly  b londes) and ra c e  and down 

th e  C osta Brava o r  C osta d e l Sol in  h i s  s p o r ts  c a r .  A l th o u ^  most 

m ig ran ts  sh a r in g  A n to n io 's  o r ie n ta t io n  f a i l  to  ach iev e  t h e i r  " lu x u ry  

l i f e , "  th e  model rem ains a  pow erful one and b rin g s  la r g e  numbers o f  

m ig ran ts  in to  consun^tion  p a t te r n s  which e a t  up t h e i r  eetm ings and send 

them homeward broke and rid d e n  w ith  f e e l in g s  o f  f a i l u r e .  Such ca se s  

a re  n o t unusual in  th e  l a t e s t  wave o f  in tra -E u ro p ean  m ig ra tio n .

" S in ^ e "  m ig ran ts  who ex tend  t h e i r  s ta y s  in  Germany o f te n  send 

f o r  t h e i r  spouses and, a t  tim es, o th e r  fam ily  members. The com position 

and s t r a t e g i e s  o f  th e se  m ig ra tin g  fa m ily  u n i t s ,  however, a re  q u i te  

v a r ie d .  In  G e is lin g en , th e y  ranged from  young m arried  coup les to  p a i r s  

o f  b ro th e rs  to  extended fa m il ie s  conq>lete w ith  g ra n d p a ren ts . Among my 

sa n p le , I  in te rv iew ed  two T urk ish  b ro th e rs  who escaped T urk ish  a u th o r­

i t i e s  fo llo w in g  a  v io le n t  v i l la g e  v e n d e tta .  I n  an o th e r c a se , a  Greek 

woman had m igrated  f i r s t ,  send ing  l a t e r  f o r  th e  fam ily , b u t le a v in g  th e  

husband behind to  c a re  f o r  th e  farm  and to  in v e s t  th e  money she and th e  

c h ild re n  s e n t  home. One Spanish fam ily  was com prised o f  e lev en  in d iv i ­
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d u a ls , in c lu d in g  th e  e ld e r ly  p a re n ts  and sm all c h ild re n  o f  th e  w orkers .

The o ld e r  p eop le  were o f te n  co n fin ed  to  th e  apartm en t to  look a f t e r  th e  

p re -sch o o l c h ild re n  and do th e  c h o re s , an e x is te n c e  which p robab ly  le d  

to  th e  p rem ature  d e a th  o f  th e  g ra n d fa th e r  o n ly  s ix  months a f t e r  t h e i r  

a r r iv a l  in  Germany,

More ty p ic a l  o f  th e  m ig ra tin g  fam ily  u n i t s ,  however, was th e  

young n u c le a r  fa m ily . W ithin t h i s  ca teg o ry , I  g a th ered  th e  most s ig ­

n i f i c a n t  d a ta  from  M iguel and M aria Moreno, Both o r ig in a te d  from a  

v i l la g e  lo c a te d  n e a r  T e ru e l, S p a in , In  I966, Miguel and h is  unm arried 

b ro th e r  Juan  d ec id ed  to  em igra te  because th e re  were few o p p o r tu n i t ie s  

f o r  i n d u s t r i a l  work in  th e  T erue l re g io n . The b ro th e rs  re c e iv e d  con­

t r a c t s  w ith  th e  WMF fa c to ry  in  G eislingen  and upon t h e i r  a r r i v a l ,  th e y  

moved in to  th e  b a rra ck s  where th ey  shared  a  room a lo n g  w ith  one o th e r  

S pan iard , From th e  beg inn ing , M iguel was unhappy ab o u t th e  s e p a ra tio n  

from h is  w ife  and he a n x io u sly  looked forw ard  to  th e  C hristm as v a ca tio n  

each y e a r . A f te r  fo u r  y e a rs , Miguel f i n a l l y  decided  to  send f o r  h is  

w ife . O r ig in a l ly ,  he and Juan  had on ly  p lanned  to  s ta y  f o r  two y ea rs  

but i t  was much more d i f f i c u l t  to  save money in  Germany th an  a n t ic ip a te d  

and th ey  fe a re d  unenq)loyment upon t h e i r  r e tu r n  home. When I  asked 

Miguel why he s e n t  f o r  h i s  spouse , he responded: " L ife  in  th e  b a rra ck s  

was good. Three o f  us in  one room, a  bunk a  p ie c e , h o t and co ld  ru n n in g  

w ater , , ,  bu t no woman. L ife  in  Germany i s  unbearab le  a lo n e , w ith  a  

woman and fam ily  back home," He then  m anipu lated  h is  fa c e  in to  a  "you 

know what I  mean" ex p ress io n  and h e ld  up h i s  l e f t  te n d , making a  c i r c l e  

w ith  th e  thumb and index  f in g e r  and banging away w ith  h i s  open r l g b t  hand. 

But th e  fo rc e s  behind  M ig u e l 's  d e c is io n  were f a r  more conç)lex th an  he
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l e t  on. He knew h is  w ife  could work and a lm ost double t h e i r  income and 

th e re  w orld be on ly  one h o u se lo ld  to  su p p o rt. When h is  w ife  a r r iv e d  

th ey  moved in to  an u p s ta i r s  apartm ent n o t f a r  from th e  fa c to ry  f o r  

which th ey  payed 95 marks p e r  month. N iguel worked a  n ig h t  s h i f t  and 

h is  w ife  worked d u rin g  th e  day; both  took overtim e work whenever i t  

became a v a i la b le .  Yet, th ey  complained b i t t e r l y  ab o u t ro u tin e  and bore­

dom in  t h e i r  e x is te n c e  abroad  and they  s t i l l  saw l i t t l e  hope f o r  r e tu r n ­

in g  to  Spain in  th e  n e a r  f u tu r e .  D esp ite  a  d e s ir e  to  save , th e  couple 

in v e s te d  h e a v ily  in  lu x u ry  ite m s . T heir apartm en t was n ic e ly  fu rn ish e d  

com plete w ith  a  la r g e  te le v is io n  s e t  which c o n s ta n tly  was tu rn ed  on 

when e i t h e r  o f  them was a t  home. In  1972, M ig u e l's  w ife  became p reg n an t, 

an ev en t which f i n a l l y  f a c i l i t a t e d  t h e i r  d e c is io n  to  r e tu rn  home. M aria 

l e f t  f i r s t  to  be jo in e d  by h e r  husband in  1973 when h i s  c o n tra c t  ex p ired . 

Because th e re  was no work in  th e  v i l l a g e ,  however, th ey  soon d ep a rted  

w ith  t h e i r  young son to  a  r e s o r t  town on th e  c o a s t where Miguel found 

ençloym ent in  c o n s tru c tio n .

The v a s t  d if f e r e n c e  in  m igran ts and t h e i r  re sp o n se s  to  th e  

m ig ra tio n  ex p erience  should  s tan d  a s  a  c a u tio n a ry  n o te  to  those  who wish 

to  p igeonho le  m ig ran ts  in to  r i g i d ,  p re -co n ce iv ed  c a te g o r ie s .  At p re s e n t ,  

ou r knowledge o f  m ig ra tio n  d i f f e r e n t i a l s  i s  n o t y e t adequate  to  allow  

us to  e x p la in  such d i f f e r e n c e s .  N e v e rth e le ss , w h ile  th e  e thnograph ic  

d e s c r ip t io n  o f  in d iv id u a ls  in  th e  m ig ra to ry  p ro c e ss  i s  a  w orthw hile en­

deavor, m ig ra tio n  i t s e l f  i s  n o t e x p lic a b le  in  term s o f  in d iv id u a ls  a lo n e . 

For a  more com plete u n d e rs tan d in g  o f  m ig ra tio n , e thnograph ic  m icro­

a n a ly s is  o f  lo c a l iz e d  m igran t groups would be complemented w ith  macro­

in v e s t ig a t io n s  such a s  o u tl in e d  e a r l i e r  in  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t io n .
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In te r -E th n ic  S o c ia l R e la tio n s

Although g u e s t workers a re  o f te n  tho u g h t o f  a s  u n d if f e r e n t ia te d

M editerraneans s h a r in g  a  common c u l tu r a l  t r a d i t i o n ,  th e  vsœious m igran t

p o p u la tio n s  o f  G e islin g en  were s o c ia l ly  s e p a ra te .  While fr ie n d s h ip s

sometimes formed a c ro ss  n a t io n a l i ty  l in e s  th rough  th e  fa c to ry  work u n i t s ,

such bonds were r a r e .  In  f a c t ,  i t  i s  no o v e rs ta tem en t to  no te  t h a t  th e

fo re ig n  e th n ic  groups were a s  su sp ic io u s  o f  each o th e r  a s  they  were o f
4Germans o r  th e  Germans o f them. These f e e l in g s ,  however, e x is te d  under 

an o f te n  expressed  e g a l i ta r ia n  ph ilosophy  and an outward s p i r i t  o f  

bro therhood among g u e s t woricer p o p u la tio n s . When groups o f  m igran ts 

c a su a lly  ta lk e d  in  b a rs  they  would sy m b o lica lly  reco g n ize  t h e i r  common 

s i tu a t io n  t h r o u ^  th e  German p h ra se , A lle  Menschen s in d  g le ic h  ( a l l  

peop le  a re  e q u a l) , o r  t h r o u ^  c r i t ic i s m , in  German o f  t h e i r  German h o s ts .  

In  p r iv a c y , however, i t  was n o t uncommon f o r  th e  m igran ts  to  speak in  

u n f la t t e r in g  term s about t h e i r  " c o lle a g u e s ."  S pan iards, fo r  example, 

o fte n  no ted  t h a t  Turks " s t in k , l i v e  l i k e  p ig s ,  and c a r ry  k n iv e s ,"  a  

s te re o ty p e  n o t f a r  removed from th e  Germans' view o f  Turks. L ikew ise, 

th e  Turics found th e  Spaniards e q u a lly  d eg en e ra te  in  a d d itio n  to  b e ing  

"dumb," p a r t i c u l a r ly  when i t  came to  speak ing  German.

Throughout th e  fie ldw ork  p e r io d , th e re  was a  w idespread f e e l in g  

o f  com radeship among G e is lin g e n 's  m igran ts o n ly  once, and t h i s  case  in  

th e  fa c e  o f  tra g e d y . Before dawn on Septem ber 12, 1971, a  m igran t wor­

k e r s ' b a rrack s  burned to  th e  ground k i l l i n g  two young I t a l i a n s  and s e r i ­

ously  in ju r in g  f iv e  more. P r e c is e ly  one y e a r b e fo re , two Spanish m ig ran ts  

had d ied  in  a  s im i la r  f i r e  which d estro y ed  a  wooden h u t belonging  to  th e  

same company. Because o f  the unusual co in c id en ce  and th e  l in g e r in g  

memory o f  th e  p re v io u s  y e a r 's  trag ed y , rum ors sp read  through th e  shaken
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m ig ran t community th a t  a rs e n  was in v o lv ed . More s ig n i f ic a n t ly ,  how­

ever, th e  1971 ev en t b r o u ^ t  th e  e n t i r e  m igran t p o p u la tio n  te n ^ o ra r-  

i l y  to g e th e r  in  t h e i r  f r u s t r a t i o n  about th e  housing  problem . In  th e  

lo c a l  e th n ic  b a rs , m onetary c o l le c t io n s  were taken  v o lu n ta r i ly  f o r  the  

b e n e f i t  o f  th e  deceased  and t h e i r  r e l a t i v e s  (G e is l in g e r  Z e itung , S e p t, 13, 

14, 21, 1971) .  The I t a l i a n  and Spanish so cc e r c lu b s  s tag ed  a  b e n e f i t  

so cce r match w ith  a  d i r e c t  appeeul to  th e  lo c a l  Germain p o p u la tio n  to  he lp  

f in a n c ia l ly  by a tte n d in g  th e  game. P re d ic ta b ly , however, th e  15O spec­

t a to r s  were e x c lu s iv e ly  fo re ig n , A f u r th e r  s p e c ia l  appea l by th e  e d i to r s  

o f  th e  G e is lin g e r  Z e itu n g  (S e p t ,  21, 1 9 7 1 :8 ), th e  lo c a l  newspaper, to  

th e  n a tiv e  populace f o r  " th e  honorab le  g e s tu re  o f  m onetary donation" 

went unno ticed  excep t f o r  one sm all group o f  lo c a l  l i b e r a l s .  W ithin two 

weeks, th e  m i l i t a n t  mood o f  th e  m igrant community had p assed , b u t b r i e f ly  

th e  G e islin g en  m ig ran ts  bordered  on co o rd in a ted  p o l i t i c a l  a c t io n .

In  so u th ern  Germany, numerous a ttem p ts  have been made by p o l i t i c a l l y  

o r ie n te d  German o rg a n iz a tio n s — such a s  th e  Young S o c ia l i s t s — to  i n s t i l l  

a  c la s s  consciousness in  th e  fo re ig n  m ig ran ts . From tim e to  tim e , G ast-  

a r b e i t e r  f a i r s  sponsored by r a d ic a l  groups aure h e ld , b u t t h e i r  su ccess  

i s  m inim al. The ty p ic a l  g u est w orker i s  p o l i t i c a l l y  uninvolved  and 

h is  l o y a l t i e s  r a r e ly  extend beyond h is  fam ily  o r  c lo se  group o f  c o -e th n ic s . 

A lso , many m ig ran ts  f e a r  th a t  p o l i t i c a l  involvem ent may le a d  to  t h e i r  

d e p o r ta tio n . I n  1974 when war broke o u t between Greece and Turkey,

Germans feaired t h a t  v io le n c e  m i ^ t  a lso  e ru p t between th e  two m igran t 

com m unities. In s te a d ,  surveys conducted among them re v e a le d  a  f a r  g r e a te r  

concern w ith  jo b  la y o f f s  in  Germamy because o f  th e  energy c r i s i s  tham 

w ith  th e  d i s t a n t  war (SUdwest P re s s e , Aug, 4 , 1974),
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6 . M igrant Ideo logy  

P h i lp o t t  ( 1968*474; see  a ls o  P h i lp o t t ,  1970*20, and Graves 

Sind G raves, 1974*124-125) has d e fin e d  m igrant id eo lo g y  a s  " th e  c o g n itiv e  

model which th e  m igran t h o ld s  a s  to  th e  n a tu re  and g o a ls  o f  h i s  m ig ra tio n ,"  

Many o f  th e  s o c io lo g ic a l ly  c o n s tru c te d  su rveys m entioned e s i r l ie r  in  t h i s  

c h ap te r have a ttem p ted  to  uncover th e  m ig ran ts ' p e rc e p tio n  o f  th e  m igra­

t io n  s i t u a t io n .  Such s h o r t  answer q u e s tio n n a ire  methods, however, 

r a r e ly  c o n s id e r  th e  dynamics o f  m igran t id eo lo g y  o r  th e  r e la t io n s h ip  

between s t a t e d  a t t i t u d e s  and a c tu a l  b eh av io r. T h is s e c t io n  aim s, th e re ­

fo re , to  examine th e  id e o lo g ic a l  component o f  th e  m igran t su b c u ltu re  

in  G e is lin g e n . The d a ta  was g a th e red  by p a r t i c ip a n t  o b se rv a tio n  and 

in te rv ie w s  w ith  G e is lin g en  m ig ran ts  a t  v a rio u s  in te r v a l s  from 1971 to

1974,
B esides b r in g in g  to  Germany t h e i r  own c u l tu r a l  w orldview s, th e re  

a re  unique a s p e c ts  o f  th e  m ig ran t s i tu a t io n  i t s e l f  which a f f e c t  th e  

m ig ran ts ' p sy ch o lo g ica l d is p o s i t io n  re g a rd le s s  o f  n a t io n a l  o r ig i n .

F i r s t ,  i t  shou ld  be r e c a l le d  t h a t  th e  fo re ig n  w orker to  Germany p e rc e iv e s  

h is  so jou rn  ab road  a s  tem porary ; he i s ,  a s  BOhning (1972*62) n o te d , a 

" ta r g e t  w orker."  I n i t i a l l y ,  most w orkers p la n  to  em ig ra te  te rq )o ra r i ly , 

work f o r  a  few y e a rs , save a s  much a s  p o s s ib le ,  and r e tu r n  home to  begin 

a  new l i f e  w ith  th e  s a v in g s . T his ideail p a t te r n ,  which i s  hoped f o r  

even a f t e r  obv ious f a i l u r e ,  undersco red  th e  b e l i e f  system  o f  most 

m ig ran ts  in  G e is lin g e n . There was a  c o n s ta n t o r ie n ta t io n  tow ard home, 

in c lu d in g  p la n s  f o r  th e  r e tu r n  even a f t e r  y ea rs  o f  p h y s ic a l  e x is te n c e  

abroad and th e  p ro s p e c t o f  more tim e in  Germany.

Because o f  t h i s  a n t ic ip a te d  tengiorary s ta y  ab ro ad , many m ig ran ts
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se e  l i t t l e  advantage in  in v e s t in g  money, tim e , o r  even energy  in  a tte m p t­

in g  to  in c re a s e  e i th e r  t h e i r  s t a tu s  p o s i t io n  o r  s e c u r i ty  in  German s o c ie ty .  

T h e ir re fe re n c e  group, o r  s o c ia l  u n i t  o f  o r ie n ta t io n ,  l i e s  w ith  th e  

m igrant community and th e  v i l l a g e  o r  p rim ary  groups l e f t  a t  home. Thus, 

la r g e  numbers o f  m igran ts a c q u ire  o n ly  a  fu n c tio n a l le v e l  o f  th e  German 

language—i f  th a t—and th ey  make l i t t l e  e f f o r t  to  e s ta b l is h  s o c ia l  r e l a -
Q

t io n s h ip s  w ith  ind igenous p o p u la tio n s . This s e lf - in ç o s e d  a lo o fn e ss  i s  

a ls o  r e p l ic a te d  by th e  German p o p u la tio n , b u t e th n ic  seg reg a tio n  canno t 

be e n t i r e ly  a sc r ib e d  to  p r e ju d ic ia l  a t t i t u d e s  o f  th e  German p u b l ic .  The 

m ig ran ts , to o , a re  n o t e n th u s ia s t ic  o r  even m ild ly  in te r e s te d  in  " in te ­

g ra t io n ,"  In  f a c t ,  every  g u est w orker in te rv iew ed  em p h a tica lly  p rocla im ed  

t h a t  he o r  she same to  Germany f o r  th e  P (eu tsch e ) Mark o n ly  and s ta y  f o r  

th e  same re a so n , no o th e r .

The re a c t io n  o f  fo re ig n  w orkers to  German s o c ie ty  i s  n o t d i s ­

s im i la r  to  th e  p sy ch o lo g ica l s t a t e  l a b e l le d  " c u l tu r e  shodc" (Bock 1970: 

i x - x i i ) .  E a rly  in  t h e i r  s ta y  abroad , th e  m ig ran ts  o f te n  dem onstra te  an 

en thusiasm  f o r  le a rn in g  German and a  g en era l excitem en t abou t t h e i r  

new woik ex p erien ce  and h o s t  c u l tu r e .  B efore lo n g , however, th e  m ig ran t 

re g re s s e s  in to  a  s t a t e  o f  m ental ^ o r l f l c a t i o n  o f  h is  homeland. In  h is  

mind’ s  eye, he c re a te s  u n re a l images o f  what l i f e  must be l i k e  back in  

h i s  n a ta l  town. There, he dream s, th e  p eop le  aire f r ie n d ly ,  th e  c lim a te  

i s  p e r f e c t ,  th e  food in h e re n t ly  s tq je r io r , th e  wine t a s t i e r .  The v e rb a l 

t a r g e t  o f  th e  m igran ts s u f f e r in g  from " c u l tu re  shock" i s  th e  German c u l­

tu r e ,  W ithout denying th e  s u p e r io r i ty  o f  German technology and economy,

o r  th e  w orth o f  th e  D-Mark, th e  m ig ran t f in d s  l i t t l e  to  adm ire ab o u t l i f e  

in  Germany* th e  w eather i s  u n b earab le , th e  food i s  b land , th e  p eop le  un-
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f r ie n d ly ,  and th e  language i r r a t i o n a l .  Thus, a f t e r  th e  newness w ears 

o f f ,  many w orkers d r i f t  headlong in to  a  syndrome o f  n o s ta lg ia  and lo n e ­

l i n e s s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i f  th ey  had come to  Germany a lo n e . Sometimes th e  

w orkers open ly  adm it t h e i r  d i s s a t i s f a c t io n  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f Heimweh (home­

s ic k n e s s ) ,  a  c o n d itio n  th e y  a ls o  d e sc r ib e  v iv id ly  w ith  th e  German p h rase  

A lle in  s e in  i s t  scheiB e ( to  be a lone  i s  th e  s h i t s ) .  Before lo n g , th e  

m igran t g iv es  up a l l  i n t e r e s t  in  le a rn in g  German o r  having  s o c ia l  con­

t a c t  w ith  th e  ind igenous popu lace . In s te a d ,  he tu rn s  inward and i n t e r ­

a c t s  o n ly  w ith  fe llo w  e th n ic s  in  th e  b a rra ck s  o r  b a rs .

One m ajor b a r r i e r  to  c ro s s -e th n ic  communication in v o lv es  la n ­

guage, A f te r  th e  above m entioned i n i t i a l  f l u r r y  o f  i n t e r e s t ,  th e  t y p ­

i c a l  m ig ran t makes l i t t l e  e f f o r t  to  ga in  more than a  fu n c tio n a l u se  o f  

German. In  G e is lin g en , th e  cou rses o f  D eutsch f t i r  A uslânder (German fo r  

fo re ig n e rs )  f o r  each n a t io n a l i ty  group were r e g u la r ly  o f fe re d  by th e  

lo c a l  V olkshochschule ( p e o p le 's  h ig h sch o o l) . Each term , however, th e  

response  was th e  same: i n i t i a l  en ro llm en t was e x c e lle n t  b u t th e  fc llo w - 

th r o u ^  was a lm ost n o n -e x is te n t .  The 1971 f a l l  course "German f o r  Span­

ia r d s ,"  f o r  ex an ç le , began w ith  21 e n th u s ia s t ic  S pan iards b u t o n ly  th re e  

f in is h e d  th e  c la s s .  O bviously, a  few w orkers do a cq u ire  a  degree o f  

flu en cy ; th e  m a jo r ity , however, s e t t l e s  f o r  a  broken G a s ta rb e ite r  " p id ­

g in" German.

Of th e  two e th n ic  groups d iscu ssed  in  t h i s  c h a p te r , th e  G eis­

lin g e n  S p an ia rd s  were more in te n s e ly  c r i t i c a l  o f  Germany, They m ig rated  

solam ente p a ra  d in e ro , e l  marco, nada mas (o n ly  f o r  th e  mark, n o th in g  

m ore). They found Germans to  be a lo o f ,  im p ersonal, and s t i f f ;  a t t r i b u t e s  

expressed  by th e  S pan ish  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  Germans a s  no t i e n  en corazon 

( th e y  have no h e a r t ) ,  o r  no saben como v i v i r  ( th e y  do n o t know how to
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l i v e ) .  The Germans, from th e  Spanish p o in t  o f  view , " l iv e  to  work," 

w hereas th e  S pan iard  more r a t io n a l ly  "woiks to  l i v e . "  W ithin th e  com­

pany o f  them selves, Spanish m ig ran ts  would sometimes a c t  o u t t h e i r  exag­

g e ra ted  v e rs io n s  o f  a  " ty p ic a l"  German. My f ie ld n o te s  o f  August 28, 1971, 

c ap tu re s  a  ty p ic a l  in te rv ie w  scene w ith  a  group o f  Speuiish m igran ts, 

one which was to  re o c cu r in  s im i la r  form many tim es d u rin g  th e  re sea rc h  

p erio d I

Unanimously, th ey  agreed  on t h e i r  d is p le a s u re  o f  l iv in g  in  Germany, 
bu t they  l ik e d  th e  mark. When I  asked them ab o u t Germans, Ramon 
im m ediatly o f fe re d  h i s  a c t in g  s e rv ic e s , h is  im ita t io n  o f  a  typ­
ic a l "  German. The e f f e c t  was vaguely  s im ila r  to  a  b ig  bark ing  dog: 
he low ered h is  head, tw is te d  h is  mouth around, p ro je c te d  h is  low er 
jaw downward, and lo u d ly  em itted  rough, deep backing  sounds. A ll 
o f  th i s  was much to  th e  p le a s u re  and la u g h te r  o f  h is  Spanish co l­
le ag u e s .

D esp ite  th e  w orkers' v o c ife ro u s  d i s l ik e  o f  l i v in g  in  Germany, 

th o se  who rem ained th e re  fo r  s e v e ra l  y ea rs  g ra d u a lly  underwent a  m ajor 

v a lu e  r e o r ie n ta t io n .  In  numerous ways, t h e i r  a s p ir a t io n s  and h a b i ts  

were b r o u ^ t  more in  l i n e  w ith  th o se  o f  Germans, These " r i s in g  expec­

ta t io n s "  among th e  m ig ran ts  d ic ta te d  a  whole new s e t  o f  v a lu es  concern­

in g  housing , c lo th in g , sav in g s , and so f o r th .  One o f  th e  most v i s ib le  

ex p ress io n s  o f  t h i s  change came in  term s o f  in c re a se d  consumption o f  

lu x u ry  p ro d u c ts . A lthough most m igran ts were undoubtedly  exposed to  

consumer m arkets p r io r  to  em ig ra tio n , th e  h ig h e r wages earned in  Germany 

and g re a te r  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  goods allow ed f o r  a  f u l l e r  r e a l i z a t io n  o f  

t h e i r  consumption d e s i r e s .

The importance of guest worker spending patterns on non- 

essen tia ls was underscored in December o f 1971» when the nationwide metal­

worker strike and temporary recession caused foreign workers to refrain



149

from buying lu x u ry  g i f t s  to  be taken  to  t h e i r  home c o u n tr ie s  on C h r is t­

mas v a c a tio n . The jew e lry  and camera shops in  G eislin g en  were h a rd e s t  

h i t ,  much to  th e  d is p le a s u re  o f  th e  lo c a l  p ro p r ie to r s  (G e is lin g e r  Z e i­

tung, Dec. l4 , 1971:10). Im m ediately when th e  su c c e ss fu l end o f  th e  

s t r ik e  was announced, j u s t  s h o r t ly  befo re  th e  h o lid ay s  began, however, 

the  s a le s  sh o t back to  "normal" a s  m igran ts ru shed  to  buy l a s t  m inute 

g i f t s  f o r  th e  t r i p  home.

C ontrary  to  p o p u la r b e l i e f ,  g u est w orkers spend s ig n i f ic a n t  

sums o f  th e i r  ea rn in g s  in  Germany, p a r t i c u la r ly  th e  s in g le  males who 

fre q u e n t the  ba rs  and seek o u t weekend e n te r ta in m en t. They a re  n o t 

w il l in g  to  d e fe r  g r a t i f i c a t i o n  w hile  in  Gernany and th u s  la y  o u t con­

s id e ra b le  cash f o r  both le i s u r e  a c t i v i t i e s  and m a te r ia l goods. In  f a c t ,  

some German b u s in ess  branches have a c tu a l ly  c a lc u la te d  a  g u es t worker 

f c c to r  in  t h e i r  p ro d u c tio n  p re d ic t io n s  and have come to  r e ly  h e a v ily  

on fo re ig n  m igrant pu rchases (B o r r is  1974:80), Even m ig ran ts  d e s i r in g  

to  save most o f  t h e i r  wages were p a r t i a l l y  drawn in to  th e  German con­

sumption economy. In  G e is lin g en , f o r  exanç>le, I  had th e  o p p o rtu n ity  to  

observe a  newly a r r iv e  A n a to lian  m igrant change h is  outw ard appearance .

He had a r r iv e d  in  Germany w earing a  red  s to c k in g  cap, baggy p a n ts , dark 

d u s ty  lo w -cu t shoes and c a rry in g  a  cardboard s u i tc a s e .  By w in te r , a 

s h o r t  f iv e  months l a t e r ,  he had acq u ired  a  f u r  c o l la r  top  c o a t, a  f e l t  

h a t ,  b lack  sh in y  sh o es , eind a  b r ie fc a s e . T h is a t t i r e  c o n s t i tu te d  th e  

"T urk ish  g u est w orker uniform " and could be observed in  any T urkish  b a r 

o r  a t  c lo s in g  tim e o f  th e  f a c to r i e s .  The "uniform " i s  an obvious a ttem p t 

to  model d re s s in g  s ty le  a f t e r  th a t  o f  th e  German w hite  c o l la r  w orkers.
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A year l a t e r ,  th e  same A n a to lian  worker had a ls o  g a th ered  a  wide a r r a y  

o f  gadgets in c lu d in g  a  te le v is io n  s e t  and r a d io ,  fo u n ta in  pen, cam era, 

and an o ld  green Volkswagen.

In  t h i s  b r i e f  d isc u ss io n  o f  m igran t id eo lo g y  i t  has been 

no ted  t h a t ,  p a ra d o x ic a lly , th e  " ta r g e t  w orker" o r ie n ta t io n  rem ains 

d ire c te d  toward home, b u t s t i l l  he undergoes a  s e r ie s  o f  v a lu e  changes 

abroad ( s e e  BBhning 1972*61 f o r  a  g en e ra l d is c u s s io n ) .  In  e a r l i e r  se c ­

t io n s  o f  t h i s  c h a p te r , o th e r  a sp e c ts  o f  m ig ran t id eo lo g y  ( p o l i t i c a l ,  

economic, and s o c ia l )  have been m entioned and need n o t be re p e a te d  h e re . 

S u ffic e  i t  to  say  t h a t  v i r t u a l l y  a l l  m ig ran ts  ex p erience  a t  l e a s t  some 

v a lue  change, even th o se  who a tte m p t to  save a l l  t h e i r  e a rn in g s  and 

rem ain s o c ia l ly  i s o l a t e d .  These a l t e r a t i o n s  may n o t be e a s i ly  o b se rv e- 

abLe in  Germany b u t become more e v id en t upon th e  m ig ra n t 's  r e tu rn  home 

when h is  newly a cq u ired  s tan d a rd s  may c la sh  s e v e r ly  w ith  non-m igran ts 

ho ld ing  t r a d i t i o n a l  w orldview s. Problem s r e l a t e d  to  m igran ts r e tu r n ­

in g  to  th e  home c o u n tr ie s  w i l l  be d iscu ssed  in  more d e t a i l  in  c h a p te r  V I,
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4

NOTES

Three s e t s  o f  s t a t i s t i c a l  d a ta  a re  used to  a r r iv e  a t  th e  GBppingen 
L andkreis and G e is lin g en  m igran t p o p u la tio n s ! 1. th e  B u n d esan sta lt 
fU r A r b e i t 's  AuslËlndische A rbeitnelim er. i s s u e s  from I969 to  1972,
2 , mimeographed r e p o r ts  o f  th e  GBppingen Labor O ff ic e , 3* r e g i s t r a ­
t io n  re c o rd s  o f  th e  G e is lin g en  Ordnungsamt. The problem  o f  fo re ig n  
p o p u la tio n  assessm en t on th e  lo c a l  l e v e l  becomes e v id en t when th e  
o f f i c i a l  s t a t i s t i c s  o f  Gflppingen a re  coitç)ared w ith  th o se  o f  th e  Ger­
man N a tio n a l Labor O ffice  which m ediated th e  re c ru itm e n t and p la c e ­
ment o f  w o ik ers . A ccording to  f ig u re s  p u b lish e d  by th e  Bundesan­
s t a l t ,  th e  number o f  fo re ig n  w orkers should  be tw ice  th a t  o f  th e  
lo c a l ly  re p o r te d  f ig u re s ;  f o r  example, th e  N a tio n a l O ffice  (1971*71) 
in d ic a te d  a Septem ber 30, 1970 fo re ig n  w orker p o p u la tio n  o f  46,808 
w hile  th e  lo c a l  o f f ic e  ( A rbe itsam t GBppingen 1971, supplem ent) cou ld  
on ly  m uster up 15,375 M editerranean  and T urk ish  w orkers. The d is c re p ­
ancy i s  overwhelm ing, to  say th e  l e a s t ,  and I  su sp e c t i t  would be 
s a f e r  to  le a n  tow ard th e  n a tio n a l  f ig u r e s .  In  a l l  c a s e s , however, 
th e  f ig u r e s  should  be accep ted  w ith  c a u tio n .

The term  " s i n ^ e  male" r e f e r s  to  th o se  m ales m ig ra tin g  w ith o u t t h e i r  
w ives o r  fa m il ie s  a s  w e ll a s  to  m a r i ta l  s t a t u s .

Demands f o r  g ra n tin g  fo re ig n  w orkers a t  l e a s t  th e  communal f r a n c h is e  
had been v o iced  e s p e c ia l ly  by th e  Young S o c ia l i s t s  and p a r ty  member­
sh ip  f o r  g u e s t w orkers was contem plated  by th e  C h r is tia n  D em ocratic 
Union a s  e a r ly  a s  1972 (G e is l in g e r  Z e itu n g  Feb. I 6 , 1 9 7 2 il) . The 
G oetheschule in  Offenbach/M ain was p ro b ab ly  th e  f i r s t  school which 
allow ed a  g u e s t w orker p a re n t  to  be e le c te d  in to  th e  " p a r e n ts ' coun­
c i l "  ( E l t e m b e i r a t ) o f  th e  sch o o l. L a te r ,  in  1974, re g io n a l commit­
te e s  o f  th e  European Union suggested  to  g ra n t th e  lo c a l  f r a n c h is e  
to  th o se  g u e s t w orkers from th e  c o u n tr ie s  o f  th e  European Union who 
had been in  Germany f o r  a t  l e a s t  th re e  y ears  (SU dw est-Presse March 30. 
1974*6 ; and A p ril  1974*6).

In  one c a se , th e  p a y o ff  f o r  th e  r i g h t  to  r e n t  ( p a ra  en trad a) amounted 
to  o ver 1 ,000 marks. The incom ing coup le , m ig ran ts  from G a lic ia ,  
a lso  re c e iv e d  a s  a  p a r t  o f  th e  p r ic e  th e  d e p a r t in g  m igrants* o ld  and 
e s s e n t i a l ly  w o rth le ss  f u r n i tu r e .
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I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  to  n o te  p a r e n th e t ic a l ly  th a t  m igran t b u s in esses  
change hands a lo n g  e th n ic  l in e s .  One b a r , which was freq u en ted  main­
l y  by Turks in  1971» had by 19?^ become a  Yugoslav e s ta b lish m e n t.
This was t r u e  a ls o  o f  s e v e ra l  o th e r  m igran t b u s in e sse s .

Mehrl&nder ( l9 7 ^ » ? l)  n o te s  th a t  "sex  a s  w e ll a s  school o r  v o c a tio n ­
a l  t r a in in g  o r  p re v io u s  occupation  and reaso n  f o r  m ig ra tio n  have no 
in f lu e n c e  on th e  appearance o f d isap p o in tm en ts  w ith  th e  f i r s t  r e s i ­
dence in  th e  F ed e ra l R epub lic , In  c o n tr a s t ,  however, i t  becomes e v i­
d en t t h a t  th e  in fo rm an ts  from la rg e  c i t i e s  in  t h e i r  homeland exp erien ce  
d isappo in tm en t more f r e q u e n tly  than  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  in te rv ie w e d ,"

One T urk ish  in fo rm an t to ld  me th a t th e  b a r La Casa was once a  Spanish 
bar which, i f  t r u e ,  accoun ts  fo r  i t s  L a tin  name. When th e  Spanish  
community in  G e is lin g en  d ec lin ed  th e re  was no lo n g e r  a  need f o r  two 
Spanish c e n te rs  w hereas th e  growing T urk ish  p o p u la tio n  cou ld  su p p o rt 
two e a s i ly .

A ccording to  th e  N a tio n a l Labor O ff ic e  ( R eprâsenta tiv u n te rsu ch u n g ,
1972»29) ,  68 p e r  c e n t o f  a l l  w orkers spoke broken o r  no German, By 
1972, however, o n ly  4-3 p e r  c en t were c l a s s i f i e d  a s  knowing German 
"p o o rly  " ( s c h le c h t) o r  "n o t a t  a l l "  ( g a m ic h t) ,



CHAPTER V

THE IMPACT OF IMMIGRATION ON GERMAN SOCIETY:

A CASE STUDY

1. In tro d u c tio n

In  th e  v a s t  a n th ro p o lo g ic a l l i t e r a t u r e  on m ig ra tio n , few s tu d ie s

co n ce n tra te  on th e  im pact o f im m igration on th e  re c e iv in g  s o c ie ty . I f

th e  h o s t s o c ie ty  i s  considered  a t  a l l  i t  i s  in  term s o f ,  a s  Graves and

Graves (1974:141) have noted:

, . ,  the  e f f e c t  o f  th e  h o s t economy, p o l i t i c a l  system , immigra­
tio n  law s, and p o l ic ie s  and a t t i t u d e s  o f  i t s  members on th e  
ad ju stm en t o f  th e  m igrants r a th e r  than  on a d a p ta tio n s  being 
made by members o f  th e  h o s t community.

This same re se a rc h  h ia tu s  appears  in  th e  in tra -E u ro p ean  case; 

in  p a r t i c u l a r ,  th e  Germaui response to  th e  sudden and massive in f lu x  o f  

fo re ig n  m ig ran ts  rem ains an e n ç i r ic a l  unknown. P a r a l le l in g  th e  so c io ­

lo g ic a l  re s e a rc h  conducted among g u es t w orkers mentioned in  c h ap te r  IV, 

surveys a tte m p tin g  to  uncover Germain a t t i t u d e s  abou t m igrants have been 

abundant ( e . g , .  In fa s  1966:7-19; M eisterm ann-Seeger 1970:35-40; see  a ls o  

th e  review  by C a s tle s  and Kosadc 1973*433-435)• N ev erth e le ss , such s u r ­

veys g e n e ra lly  ig n o re  th e  s o c ia l  and economic m ilie u  w ith in  which th e  

sample p o p u la tio n  i s  enmeshed and th e re fo re  r a r e ly  re v e a l much more 

than  sh o rt-an sw er re sp o n ses  to  a  r e s t r i c t e d  s e t  o f  q u e s tio n s . Thus, 

th e  purpose o f  th e  fo llo w in g  c h ap te r  i s  to  d e sc r ib e  th e  ad ap ta tio n  o f
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s p e c i f ic  segments o f  th e  German p o p u la tio n  to  th e  im m igrations. Spe­

c i a l  e thnograph ic  a t t e n t io n  w i l l  be given to  a  sm all group o f  work­

in g  c la s s  German m ig ran ts  to  G e is lin g en .

S erv ing  as  h o s t  to  la rg e  numbers o f  fo re ig n  la b o re rs  i s  by no 

means new to  th e  German populace ( s e e  c h ap te r I I  f o r  an h i s to r i c a l  d i s ­

c u ss io n ) . However, th e  contem porary in tra -E u ro p ean  case  p ro v id es  a  

f e r t i l e  f i e l d  f o r  th e  s tu d y  o f  German s o c ie ty  and s o c ia l  psychology 

in  th e  po st-w ar e ra .  These m ig ra tio n s  p re s e n t Germany w ith  i t s  f i r s t  

m ajor t e s t ,  so to  speak , in  in te rg ro u p  r e la t io n s  s in c e  th e  t r a g ic  r e s u l t s  

o f  th e  N ational S o c i a l i s t s '  m in o rity  p o lic y . Today, c r i t i c s  o f  German 

g u est worker p o lic y  draw a n a lo g ie s  to  Nazi t re a tm e n t o f  th e  Jews o r  

Anglo-American a t t i t u d e s  toward B lacks ( e . g . ,  K lee 1971, 1972, 1973;

U h lig  1974; SchBnbach 1972; F ie tk a u  1972). Some argue th a t  th e  modem 

German's p re ju d ic e  i s  s t i l l  p a r t i a l l y  shaped by Nazi propaganda (C a s t le s  

and Kosack 1973*25) w hile  o th e rs  s t r o n ^ y  su g g es t th a t  he rem ains a  

"good German," m erely ex p re ss in g  h i s  innerm ost b e l ie f s  j u s t  a s  he d id  

d u rin g  th e  heyday o f  th e  T hird  R eich . The d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  fo re ig n  

worker " in te g ra t io n "  l i e ,  i t  i s  p o in te d  o u t, s o le ly  w ith  German p re ju d ic e  

and d is c r im in a tio n  a g a in s t  a l i e n s .

The fo llo w in g  in q u iry , in  o p p o sitio n  to  th e  above psycholog­

i c a l  e x p lan a tio n s , w i l l  re g a rd  p re ju d ic e  a s  a  dependent v a r ia b le ,  a  

p sy ch o lo g ica l r e a c t io n  a r i s in g  from a  s p e c i f ic  socio-econom ic c o n d itio n . 

To a ss ig n  a  p rim ary  r o le  to  p re ju d ic e  i s ,  a s  Scherm erhom  (1970:6) has 

p o in te d  o u t,

. . .  to  p u t th e  c a x t  b e fo re  th e  h o rse . I f  re se a rc h  has confirm ed 
an y th in g  in  t h i s  a re a , i t  i s  t h a t  p re ju d ic e  i s  a  p ro d u c t o f  s i t u a ­
t io n s ,  economic s i tu a t io n s ,  p o l i t i c a l  s i tu a t io n s ;  i t  i s  n o t a 
l i t t l e  demon t h a t  emerges in  people  s in g ly  because they  a re  
depraved.
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The c ircu m stan ces  su rround ing  th e  c o n te rç o ra ry  m ig ra tio n s  in to  

Germany a re  v a s t l y  d i f f e r e n t  from th o se  g iv in g  r i s e  to  th e  h y s te r ia  o f  

Nazi Germany.^ W hile a n a lo g ie s  w ith  American rac ism  and Nazi tre a tm e n t 

o f  Jews and g y p s ie s  may be tem p ting , th e  p re s e n t  c ircu m stan ces  a re  

more a p p ro p r ia te ly  comparable to  o th e r  c ase s  o f  v o lu n ta ry  m ig ra tio n  

when a l ie n  groups move in to  a  h o s t co u n try  seek in g  economic o p p o rtu n i­

t i e s  and where th e  ind igenous p o p u la tio n  i s  n u m erica lly  s u p e r io r  and 

c o n tro ls  th e  p o l i t i c a l  and economic i n s t i t u t i o n s  ( o f ,  van den Berghe 

1967:14; L ieberson  1968:46-49; Scherm erhom  1970:113).

Furtherm ore, i t  i s  n e ce ssa ry  to  r e a l i z e  t h a t  th e  m ig ra tio n s  

have n o t had an equal im pact on a l l  s o c ie ta l  l e v e l s  and geograph ic  

re g io n s  o f  Germany. M editerranean  w orkers a re  r e c r u i te d  f o r  s p e c i f ic  

jo b s  lo c a te d  p r im a r i ly  in  in d u s t r i a l  re g io n s , and th e y  e n te r  German 

s o c ie ty  a t  th e  bottom  o f  th e  socio-econom ic la d d e r .  T h e re fo re , chan­

neled  d i s t r ib u t io n  o f  fo re ig n e rs  w ith in  Germany and w ith in  th e  German 

s o c ia l  s t r u c tu r e  makes f o r  v a ry in g  r e la t io n s h ip s  between Germans and 

m ig ran ts . In  1973, tw o - th ird s  o f  th e  fo re ig n  la b o r  was c o n ce n tra te d  

g e o g ra p h ica lly  in  seven p e r  c e n t o f  th e  n a t io n 's  t e r r i t o r y  ( s e e  c h a p te r  

I I I ,  t a b le  3 .2 ) .  S o c ia l ly , m ig ran ts  a r t i c u l a t e  n o t w ith  th e  t o t a l i t y  

o f  German s o c ie ty  b u t w ith  s p e c ia l  segm ents which a r e  in v o lv ed , econom­

i c a l l y  and a d m in is t r a t iv e ly ,  w ith  fo re ig n e rs .  M ig ran ts, fo r  example, 

come in to  c o n ta c t more f r e q u e n tly  w ith  la n d lo rd s , forem en, m ig ra tio n  

o f f i c i a l s ,  A u s ian d e rp o liz e i ( s p e c ia l  fo re ig n e r  p o l i c e ) ,  b a r  ow ners, 

and r e la te d  o ccu p a tio n s  which u s u a lly  a r e  concerned w ith  th e  working 

c la s s  r a th e r  th an  w ith  o th e r  segments o f  th e  s o c ie ty .  C onsequently , 

because o f  d iv e r s i ty  w ith in  th e  h o s t s o c ie ty  and l im i te d  s o c ia l  and 

geo g rap h ica l d i s t r ib u t io n  o f  th e  m ig ran ts , most Germans have minimal
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c o n ta c t  w ith  f o r e ig n e r s . N onetheless, th e  in tro d u c tio n  o f  2 ,7  m illio n  

m igran t w orkers a lo n g  w ith  t h e i r  dependents has a f f e c te d ,  i f  o n ly  in d i­

r e c t l y ,  a l l  socio-econom ic le v e l s  o f  German s o c ie ty  ran g in g  from th e  

f in a n c ia l  e l i t e  to  th e  w orking c la s s  Germans who b e a r  th e  b ru n t o f  com­

p e t i t i o n  f o r  jo b s  and housing  w ith  th e  G a s ta r b e i te r . The manner in  

which each segm ent o f  German s o c ie ty  responds depends upon i t s  p o s i t io n  

w ith in  th a t  l a r g e r  c o n tex t and th e  n a tu re  and degree  o f  in te r a c t io n  

w ith  th e  a l ie n  w orkers. Thus, t ra d e  u n io n s , government and p r iv a te  

(ch u rch ) w e lfa re  a g en c ie s , b u s in ess  i n t e r e s t  groups, e t c , ,  have a l l  

made d i f f e r e n t i a l  ad ju stm en ts  to  th e  in f lu x  o f  fo re ig n  w orkers accord ­

in g  to  t h e i r  own o b je c t iv e s ,  A thorough s tu d y  o f  any one o f  th e  v a rio u s  

German i n t e r e s t  g ro u p s ' a d a p ta tio n s  to  th e  p re sen ce  o f  M editerraneans 

would c o n s t i tu te  a  m ajor work in  i t s e l f .  H ere, th e  aim  i s  more modest 

and r e s t r i c t e d  bu t i t  i s  a  f i r s t  s te p  tow ard an u n d e rs tan d in g  o f  in d i ­

genous re sp o n ses  and ad ju stm en ts  to  th e  g u e s t w orker in v a s io n ,

2 , The Bahnhofseck W oikers: German M igran ts  

in  G eislin g en

W hile conducting  fie ld w o rk  among th e  G e is lin g en  m igran t popu­

l a t i o n ,  I  a ls o  c a r r ie d  o u t u n s tru c tu re d  in te rv ie w s  w ith  Germans re p re ­

s e n tin g  many w alks o f  l i f e ;  forem en, company o f f i c i a l s ,  te a c h e rs , 

government o f f i c i a l s ,  s o c i a l i s t  s tu d e n ts , s o c ia l  w o ik ers , to  m ention 

th e  m ajor c a te g o r ie s .  The most sy s te m a tic  re s e a rc h , however, and from 

which th e  bulk o f  d a ta  in  t h i s  c h ap te r  i s  drawn, was accom plished among 

a  group o f  w orking c la s s  Germans in  G e is lin g e n , Many were in te rn a l  

m ig ran ts  to  th e  town and were employed in  th s  same o ccu p a tio n s  a s  g u e s t 

w orkers. R esearch among t h i s  group was n o t p re -p la n n e d ; c o n ta c t was
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i n d i r e c t ly  e s ta b lis h e d  w h ile  working w ith  a  group o f  Spariish m ig ran ts . 

Both freq u en ted , a lthough  s o c ia l ly  a p a r t ,  a  sm all b a r , th e  Bahnhofseck. 

which was lo c a te d  n e a r th e  t r a i n  s t a t i o n .  I n i t i a l l y ,  communication w ith  

th e  Germans was s t r i c t l y  n o n -a n th ro p o lo g ica l, th e  r e s u l t  o f casu a l 

encoun ters  in  th e  Bahnhofseck. I t  was soon r e a l iz e d ,  however, th a t  a  

p ro p e r  e thnograph ic  in v e s t ig a t io n  o f  t h i s  group m ight shed l i g h t  on 

d if fe re n c e s  and s i m i l a r i t i e s  in  a d a p ta tio n  o f  " s i n ^ e "  fo re ig n  male 

m ig ran ts  and t h a t  o f  German in te r n a l  m ig ran ts  to  th e  same lo c a t io n .

The co re  group o f  German " re g u la r s ” was made up o f 12 w ith  a  

s ig n i f ic a n t ly  la r g e  number o f  p e r ip h e ra l  members. A few re g u la rs  were 

n a t iv e s  o f G e is lin g en  b u t most had come from su rround ing  v i l la g e s  o r  

o th e r  towns in  Germany to  work e x a c tly  in  th e  same types o f jo b s  a v a i l ­

a b le  to  th e  G a s ta r b e i te r . They were employed in  house and road  con­

s t r u c t io n ,  garbage h a u lin g , m etal p o u rin g , a s  c a r p e n te r 's  h e lp e r s ,  and 

s im ila r  manual u n s k il le d  work. None had more than  th e  minimum o f  le g a l ly  

re q u ire d  y ea rs  o f  p u b lic  school ed u ca tio n  a lthough  a  few had sp en t ad d i­

t io n a l  tim e in  a p p re n tic e sh ip  t r a in in g .  In  ag e , th e y  ranged from 18 to  

42, w ith  an averag e  o f  26, T h e ir monthly ea rn in g s  were approx im ately  

1,U00 marks w ith  a  take-home s a la ry  around ?00 marks, an amount matched 

by th e  average M editerranean  m ig ran t.

A side from th e  obvious c u l tu r a l  and l i n g u i s t i c  d if f e r e n c e s , 

th e  weekly work p a t te r n s  and th e  rhythm and n a tu re  o f  le is u re - t im e  a c t iv ­

i t i e s  v a rie d  in s ig n i f i c a n t ly  between fo re ig n  and German m ig ran ts . In  

f a c t ,  the  common fo rc e s  o f  age, s o c io lo g ic a l  s t a t u s ,  and socio-econom ic 

rank  seemed more pow erful in  d e te rm in in g  in fo rm al behavior than  n a tio n a l  

o r ig in .  L ike th e  M editerranean  m ig ran ts , th e  German workers ga th ered
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w ith  clock-work r e g u la r i ty ,  a t  t h e i r  Stammplatz ( " f a v o r i te  hangout") on 

weekend n i ^ t s  to  "d rink  away th e  bo rin g  woik week," L ike most working 

c la s s  s in g le  m ales, they  swapped work s to r i e s ,  p lay ed  th e  p in -b a d l and 

s l o t  machines, ta lk e d  g i r l s  and s p o r ts  and, most o f  a l l ,  consumed enor­

mous amounts o f  b eer. Few o f  th e  fr ie n d sh ip  c liq u e  were employed by 

th e  same firm s and none worked in  the  same u n i t s .  German la b o re rs  a re  

o f te n  c r i t i c i z e d  by l i b e r a l s  f o r  n o t s o c ia l iz in g  w ith  t h e i r  fo re ig n  

co lleag u es  a f t e r  working h ou rs . In  t h i s  case , however, none o f  th e  men 

s o c ia l iz e d  w ith  t h e i r  German work mates e i th e r .  L e isu re  tim e a s so c ia ­

t io n s  were based more on th e  p r in c ip le s  o f  r e s id e n t i a l  and id e o lo g ic a l 

p ro x im ity  th an  on th a t  o f  a d jo in in g  p la c e s  a t  th e  assem bly l i n e .

Viewed in  the  l a r g e r  s o c ie ta l  c o n tex t, many sp e c ia l  problem s 

fa c in g  th e  a l i e n  m igrant a re  n o n -e x is te n t fo r  Germans. D i f f i c u l t i e s  

in v o lv in g  language, c u ltu re ,  and th e  s p e c ia l  m igrant le g a l  r e s t r i c t i o n s  

o r  requ irem en ts  a re  o f  v ery  m inor concern to  n a t io n a ls .  Yet, s in c e  they  

c o -e x is t  w ith  th e  fo re ig n  m igran ts in  th e  low er working c la s s ,  th e  Bahn­

hofseck  GerniEUis co n fro n t s t r i k i n ^ y  s im i la r  o b s ta c le s  in  o th e r  a re a s : 

housing , jo b s , work c o n d itio n s , p o te n t ia l  jo b  m o b ility , to  mention a few. 

Although th e  G a s ta rb e ite r  and th e  Bahnhofseck w orkers d i f f e r  in  c u l tu r a l  

t r a d i t io n s ,  many a d a p ta tio n s  which a r i s e  from being  members o f  a  given 

socio-econom ic group a re  s t r u c tu r a l ly  s im ila r :  th e  Bahnhofseck Germans 

l iv e d  in  th e  same type  o f  housing , o f te n  in  th e  same a re a  o f  town; th ey  

lab o red  in  e q u iv a len t o ccu p a tio n s , drank a t  th e  same b a rs  (e x c ep t f o r  

th e  s t r i c t l y  e th n ic  o n e s) , earned equal amounts o f  money and faced  

s im ila r  fu tu r e s  w hile  a s p ir in g  f o r  id e n t ic a l  consumer p o sse ss io n s . To a  

la rg e  e x te n t ,  th e  two groups d e a l t  w ith  many o f  th e  same in d iv id u a ls
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from  o th e r  o ccupations: la n d lo rd s , foremen, managers o f  cheap r e s ta u r a n ts ,  

p o l ic e  o f f i c i a l s ,  and even th e  women who freq u en ted  th e  "e th n ic "  b a rs . 

E ras in g  c u l tu r a l  d if f e r e n c e s  and p e c u l i a r i t i e s  fa c in g  th e  a l i e n ,  th e  

g ro ss  s t r u c tu r a l  elem ents o f  both m igrant u n i t s  were i r ç r e s s i n ^ y  sim­

i l a r .  In  some re g a rd s , th e re fo re , c e r ta in  a d a p ta tio n s  by th e  G a s ta rb e i­

t e r  may n o t be a  p ro d u c t o f  e th n ic  and n a t io n a l i ty  s ta tu s  bu t r a th e r  th e  

r e s u l t  o f  membership in  th e  low er working c la s s  and as  ten^porary r e s i ­

d e n ts  o f  th e  community.

D esp ite  com m onalities in  behavior and a d a p ta tio n , and a lthough  

th e  Bahnhofseck workers stood  in  a  s im ila r  fu n c tio n a l r e la t io n  to  th e  

economic system  as d id  fo re ig n  w orkers, the  " c o g n itiv e  model" o r  id eo ­

lo g ic a l  framework was d r a s t i c a l l y  a t  v a rian ce  between th e  two groups.

The in te n s i ty  o f  p re ju d ic e  a g a in s t  th e  g u est w orkers was, in  f a c t ,  g r e a te r  

among th e  u n s k il le d  German la b o re r s  than  any o th e r  group o f  Germans I  

in te rv iew ed  in  G e is lin g e n . Furtherm ore, th e  Bahnhofseck Germans r a r e ly  

c r i t i c i z e d  th e  s o c ia l  system  o r  th e  i n d u s t r i a l i s t s  re sp o n s ib le  f o r  

im porting  m igrants to  Germany; in s te a d , th e  co re  o f  t h e i r  a tta c k  c en te re d  

on p e rce iv ed  p e rso n a l c h a r a c te r i s t i c s  o f  M editerraneans ( e . g . ,  th ey  a re  

la z y , s h i f t y ,  d i r t y ,  c r im in a l, e t c . ) .  C a s tle s  and Kosack (l973«^59)t 

in  d is c u s s in g  w orker p re ju d ic e  a g a in s t  im m igrants in  v a r io u s  European 

c o u n tr ie s , p o in ted  o u t:

U su a lly  th e  r e a l  causes o f  t h i s  h o s t i l i t y  toward im m igrants a re  
n o t understood by th e  w orking c la s s  peop le  concerned. In s te a d , 
they  r a t io n a l iz e  t h e i r  f e e l in g s  by say in g  th a t  im m igrants a re  
d i r t y ,  b rin g  in  d is e a s e , chase women, and s t a r t  f i ^ t s .  Even when 
th e  r i s k  o f co m p etitio n  f o r  jo b s  and housing  i s  named a s  one o f  
th e  problem s connected w ith  im m igration, t h i s  ten d s  to  le a d  n o t 
to  c r i t ic i s m  o f  th e  socio-econom ic system  which produces such 
in s e c u r i ty ,  b u t r a th e r  to  a n tip a th y  toward th e  im m igrants them­
s e lv e s . Im m igrant w oikers th e re fo re  tak e  on th e  fu n c tio n  o f  scap e-
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g o a ts  f o r  th e  d e f ic ie n c ie s  o f  c a p i t a l i s t  s o c ie ty ,  which i s  unahLe 
to  p ro v id e  adequate  l i v in g  c o n d itio n s  and to  g u aran tee  s e c u r i ty
to  th e  whole o f  th e  working p o p u la tio n ,

A 1966 survey among persons re v e a le d  th a t  o n ly  2 o u t o f  10 members

o f  th e  middle c la s s  "wanted to  d isp en se"  w ith  th e  fo re ig n  w orkers w hile

6 o u t o f  10 s e m i-s k i l le d  and u n s k il le d  w orkers wanted to  g e t r i d  o f

them ( in f a s  1966*19). A s tudy  in  Cologne (B ingem er, e t  a l .  1972*37)

d isco v ered  th a t  35 p e r  c en t o f  th o se  in te rv iew ed  reg ard ed  th e  g u est

workers a s  a  "n ecessa ry  e v il"  and a s  ta k in g  jo b s  which cou ld  go to

Germans. The same a u th o r  concluded*

The upper s t r a t a  welcomes th e  G a s ta rb e i te r  a s  w orker and views 
him in  a more fa v o ra b le  l i g h t  than  th e  low er s t r a t a .  He widens 
th e  la b o r  re so u rc e  and l im i t s  th e  p o s i t io n  o f  power and monopoly 
o f  th e  German w orkers . . .  w h ile  th e  w orking c la s s  s e e s  i t s  p o s i­
t io n  o f  power endangered* "We can do w ith o u t G a s ta r b e i te r . "

A lth o u ^  i t  i s  im p o ssib le  to  de term ine  w hether th e  Bahnhofseck 

Germans a re  exem plary o f  th e  l a r g e r  German working c la s s ,  t h e i r  r e a c t io n  

toward fo re ig n  w orkers was eq u a lly  n e g a tiv e . Most expressed  o p in io n s  

p a r a l l e l in g  th e  o f f i c i a l  p o s i t io n  o f  th e  N a tio n a l D em ocratic P a r ty  (NPD) 

which proposed to  d is p e l  a l l  fo re ig n e rs  from Germany. L ike th e  NPD, 

th e  Bahnhofseck group argued th a t  Germans need o n ly  p u t in  one e x tra  

hour p e r  work day to  so lv e  th e  la b o r  problem . They in s i s t e d  t h a t  m igran t 

w orkers a re  in  Germany p r im a r i ly  to  p r o f i t  ftom  th e  b e n e f i ts  o f  a  w e lfa r-  

i s t i c  s t a t e  ( e . g . ,  " f re e "  m edical tre a tm e n t, unemployment pay , K in d erg e ld . 

e t c . )  and th a t  Germans, under re c e s s io n  c o n d itio n s , would lo s e  t h e i r  

jo b s  b efo re  g u e s t w orkers. The causes f o r  h o s t i l i t y  must a ls o  be c o r­

r e l a t e d  w ith  th e  r e a l i t y  o f  c o n ta c t in  everyday l i f e .  Both com m unities, 

German and fo re ig n , occupy th e  same n ic h e  in  a  c a p i t a l i s t - i n d u s t r i a l  

s o c ie ty  a s  members o f  th e  lo w est socio-econom ic l e v e l .  They compete
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f o r  th e  same re so u rc e s : jo b s , housing , economic b e n e f i t s ,  and p u b lic  

s e rv ic e s  and f a c i l i t i e s .

Although few o f  th e  Bahnhofseck w orkers g ru d g in ^ y  ag reed  

th a t  th e  G a s ta rb e i te r  was a  "n ecessa ry  e v i l"  fo r  th e  w e lfa re  o f  th e  

German economy, most f e l t  th e  m igran ts were unnecessary  burdens. A ll 

members o f  th e  s a n g le  group argued th a t  u l t im a te ly  no one b e n e f i ts  from 

th e  im m igrations ex cep t th e  fo re ig n  w orker who should  be more g r a te f u l  

fo r  th e  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  a v a i la b le  in  Germany, They b e lie v e d , a s  d id  

government o f f i c i a l s  and s o c ia l  w orkers, t h a t  employment o f  fo re ig n e rs  

was a  form o f  b en ev o len t "economic a id ,"  The arme Hunde (p o o r w re tc h es ) , 

a s  th e  Bahnhofseck m ig ran ts  sometimes c a l le d  fo re ig n  w orkers, su re ly  

were on th e  ve rg e  o f  s ta r v a t io n  back home. While in  Germany, th ey  had 

jo b s , income, and a  "good l i f e , "  Thus, in  t h e i r  view , th e  a l i e n  worker 

had no r ig h t  to  c r i t i c i z e  Germany much l e s s  p la c e  e x tra  demands on th e  

s o c ie ty  o r  economy.

In  an e f f o r t  to  focus more s p e c i f ic a l ly  on a re a s  o f  concern to  

th e  sample group, I  have a r b i t r a r i l y  chosen th re e  s ig n i f i c a n t  g u est 

worker-German c o n f l i c t  sp h e res : i )  jo b s  and economic b e n e f i t s ,  i i )  hous­

in g , and i i i )  problem s a r i s in g  from c u l tu r a l  d i f f e r e n c e s .  Each o f  th e se  

w i l l  be co n sid e red  s e r i a l l y ,

3 , Jo b  and Economic B en e fits  

A d v ertised  a t  o f f i c i a l  l e v e l s ,  confirm ed %  i n t e l l e c t u a l s ,  and 

b e liev ed  w h o le -h e a rted ly  by th e  la y  p u b lic , th e  re c ru itm e n t o f  M ed iter­

ranean m igran t w oikers h as  been in te r p r e te d  by a l l  segm ents o f  German 

s o c ie ty  as  a  form o f  "developm ental a id ,"  Monetary income, o ccu p a tio n a l
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t r a in in g ,  and b e t t e r  l i v in g  a re  a l l  seen as  be ing  o f fe re d  to  th e  " r u s t i c ,  

u n s k il le d  M editerranean  p easan try "  by th e  German n a tio n . To th e  Bahn­

hofseck group and lo c a l  o f f i c i a l s  a l ik e ,  Germany sym bolized th e  la n d  o f  

"m ilk and honey," a  p la c e  where th e  "im poverished and deprived" so u thern  

n e i^ b o r s  cou ld , te m p o ra rily  a t  l e a s t ,  enjoy th e  "good l i f e ” (Krah 1972: 

3 -4 ) . In d u s try  and government spokesmen have in  f a c t  p lay ed  on th e  theme 

o f  "N orthern  Big B ro ther"  who ex tends a  h e lp in g  hand to  " su rp lu s"  unem­

ployed M editerranean  w orkers. One in fo rm an t, a  r a i l r o a d  w orker, p h i lo ­

so p h ic a lly  cap tu red  th e  essence o f  th e  group’s in te r p r e ta t io n  o f  th e  

m ig ra tio n s :

Foreign  w orkers come to  Germany bony l i k e  poor dogs euid h e re  we 
g ive  them bread  to  f le s h  them o u t .  But, remember t h i s ,  a  "g u est"  
w orker i s  j u s t  th a t :  a  g u e s t. Someday, th e  so u th e rn e rs  must go 
home and i f  you feed  a  dog too  good and r e tu rn  him to  h i s  o ld  
d i e t ,  t h i s  makes him mean. In  Germany, th ey  can earn  p le n ty , buy 
c a rs  and c lo th e s ,  b u t a t  home th e y  c a n n o t.. .

O f f i c ia l s  r e p re s e n tin g  government and b u s in ess  have a ttem p ted  

to  a ssu re  th e  w orking c la s s  t h a t  fo re ig n  enqployment i s  tem porary . There 

lu r k s ,  however, a  w e ll-founded  su sp ic io n  ajnong th e  Bahnhofseck Germans 

th a t  th e  government may n o t have t h e i r  i n t e r e s t  in  mind f i r s t .  As men­

tio n e d  in  c h a p te r  I I I ,  fo re ig n  w orker im pact on th e  German occu p a tio n a l 

and c la s s  s t r u c tu r e  i s  m u lt i- fa c e te d . The a l ie n s  a re  r e c r u i te d  and b r o u ^ t  

to  Germany in  o rd e r  to  f i l l  s p e c i f ic  ty p es  o f  low s ta tu s  jo b s  a llo w in g  

f o r  upward m o b ility  o f  la rg e  numbers o f  Germans. C onversely , however, 

th e  im m igrations a ls o  serv ed  to  d e p re ss  Improvement in  wages and work­

in g  c o n d itio n s  f o r  many working c la s s  Germans. Also., fo re ig n  com peti­

t io n  w ith in  low er w orking c la s s  l e v e l s  has c re a te d  a  p e rc e iv e d  th r e a t  

to  jo b  s e c u r i ty .  I t  has  been observed  through  a t t i t u d e  su rv ey s, f o r
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example, th a t  p re ju d ic e  and h o s t i l i t y  tend  to  r i s e  during  p e rio d s  o f  

economic re c e s s io n  and r i s i n g  unemployment (C a s tle s  and Kosack 1973:453). 

Undoubtedly, com petition  f o r  th e  same re so u rce s  and th e  occupation  o f  

a  s im ila r  n ich e  in  German economy and s o c ie ty  u n d e r lie s  much o f  th e  

expressed  h o s t i l i t y  and p re ju d ic e  on p a r t  o f  th e  German w orkers.

L ike  any o th e r  s o c ia l  is s u e  o f  c e n tr a l  concern to  a  p o p u la tio n , 

th e  G asta rb e ite rp ro b lem  has generated  i t s  own body o f  o ra l  lo r e  among 

th e  Bahnhofseck Germans. Many o f  th e  s to r i e s  a re  to ld  to  r e l a t e  how 

g u est w orkers ta k e  advantage o f  Germans. There was, f o r  example, a  

cunning I t a l i a n  who worked in  Germany fo r  f iv e  y e a rs , two in  S w itze rlan d , 

and an o th e r th re e  y ea rs  in  A u s tr ia  on ly  to  r e t i r e  back to  I t a l y  a t  a 

young age where he reaped  lu c ra t iv e  s o c ia l  s e c u r i ty  b e n e f i ts  from a l l  

th re e  c o u n tr ie s .  The t a l e  o f  th e  Turk draw ing in c re d ib le  sums o f  c h ild  

su p p o rt money ( K indergeld ) f o r  h is  " f lo c k "  o f  40 back in  Turkey a ls o  

enjoyed f re q u e n t c i r c u la t io n .  K indergeld  i s  a  f e d e ra l  c h ild  su p p o rt; 

f o r  each c h ild  above one in  a  fam ily , th e  government pays a  m onthly 

allow ance to  th e  p a re n ts  which a u to m a tic a lly  comes w ith  th e  s a la r y  check. 

Due to  la b o r  r e c r u i t in g  agreem ents, th e  r e c r u i te d  fo re ig n  w orkers w ith  

c h ild re n  a re  e n t i t l e d  to  th e  b e n e f i t .  The money i s  even payed i f  th ese  

c h ild re n  n ev er s e t  fo o t  on German s o i l .  Many Germans assume t h a t  g u est 

w orkers f a l s e ly  re p re s e n t  them selves in  d e c la r in g  t h e i r  o f f s p r in g  and 

some p o p u la r s e n s a t io n a l i s t  new spapers, e sp e c ied ly  th e  B ild z e itu n g —a 

d a i ly  devoured by working c la s s  Germans every  morning on t h e i r  way to  

work—f o s te r  such b e l i e f s .  " B ild z e itu n g  does n o t p r i n t  any th ing  u n le ss  

i t ' s  t r u e ,"  one w orker ex p la ined  to  me a f t e r  re a d in g  an a r t i c l e  on how 

many G a s ta rb e i te r  c o l le c t  more through c h i ld  su p p o rt money than  t h r o u ^
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t h e i r  r e g u la r  wages,

Germany's b i r t h r a t e  i s ,  in  f a c t ,  in c re a se d  by th e  p resence  o f  

th e  g u es t worker p o p u la tio n s . They do ten d  to  have la rg e  fa m ilie s  and 

acco rd in g  to  th e  F ed e ra l Labor O ffic e , 420,300 fo re ig n  w oikers had a 

r i ^ t  to  claim  K indergeld  in  1972/73 (B u n d esan s ta lt f t l r  A rb e it 1972/73* 

35- 36) ,  A lso, th e  age s t r u c tu r e  o f  th e  m igran t p o p u la tio n  i s  g e n e ra lly  

more fav o rab le  f o r  re p ro d u c tio n  s in ce  they  a re  overw helm in^y  in  th e  

f e r t i l e  age b ra c k e ts . Of co u rse , a  g r e a te r  p o r tio n  o f  m igrant fem ales 

i s  employed than  o f  th e  n a tiv e  popu lace . Thus, p ro p o r t io n a l ly  th e  

m igran ts c o n tr ib u te  more to  th e  t o t a l  S o z ia lp ro d u k t ( s o c ia l  welfeure 

p ro d u c t) than th e  l a t t e r .  Appeal to  th e  " f a c t s , "  however, does n o t 

le s s e n  th e  emotion o r  p o s i t io n  o f  th e  Bahnhofseck Germans, S e le c t iv e  

p e rc ep tio n  causes them to  n o tic e  th e  "ev er p regnan t"  M editerranean 

women and th e  la r g e  numbers o f  fo re ig n  p a t ie n t s  in  d o c to rs ' o f f ic e s .  

Moreover, each w orker has h is  p e rso n a l ev idence . One r e la te d  to  me 

th a t  when h is  w ife  had t h e i r  o n ly  c h ild , she was th e  o n ly  German in  

th e  G e islingen  m a te rn ity  ward among 12 G a s ta rb e i te r  women.

D esp ite  th e  r e a l i t y  t h a t  g u est w orkers pay  ta x e s , th e  German 

la b o re rs  expressed  th e  view t h a t  th ey  were e s s e n t i a l ly  re c e iv in g  t o t a l l y  

f r e e  s o c ia l  s e r v ic e s .  T h e ir c o g n itiv e  view o f  th e  G asta rb e lte rp ro b lem  

and i t s  s o lu t io n  tended  to  r e f l e c t  a  k in d  o f  in d u s t r i a l  "image o f  l im ite d  

good," a  n o tio n  which im p lie s  t h a t  th e  fo re ig n  w oikers a re  u n ju s t ly  

ta k in g  from what Germans had b u i l t  up in  many yeaXB  o f  h ard  la b o r  

d u rin g  th e  p o s t-w a r p e r io d . In  t h e i r  view , so u th e rn e rs  came to  reap  

th e  s o c ia l  w e l f a r i s t i c  b e n e f i ts  w hile  c o n tr ib u tio n  to  growing in f l a t io n  

by send ing  u n se r Geld (o u r  money) to  t h e i r  home c o u n tr ie s .
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4 . Housing Problem s: The German View

Next to  th e  G a s ta rb e ite m ro h le m , th e  BaJinhofseck Germans f e l t  

th e  housing  sh o rtag e  to  be Germany's most p re s s in g  problem  and, a s  they  

n o ted , th e  two n a tio n a l so re s  went to g e th e r . In  th e  housing  case , how­

ev er, o th e r  elem ents o f  German s o c ie ty ,  namely p r iv a te  la n d lo rd s  and 

in d u s t r ia l  b o sses, e n te r  in to  th e  p ic tu r e  s in c e  th ey , to o , a re  d eep ly  

im p lica ted  in  th e  fo re ig n  worker housing  c o n d itio n . Thus, t h i s  s e c t io n  

on th e  German view o f  th e  housing  problem  w il l  a tte m p t to  in c o rp o ra te  

a  w ider v a r ie ty  o f  p e rs p e c tiv e s  than  found only  among th e  Bahnhofseck 

group.

As d iscu ssed  in  c h ap te r IV, th e  s tep -u p  in  fam ily  reun ion  p u t 

a d d it io n a l  p re s su re  on th e  German in f r a s t r u c tu r e .  Even in  th e  e a r ly  

s ta g e s  o f  male s o l i t a r y  m ig ra tio n , th e re  e x is te d  a  sh o rtag e  o f  a p a r t ­

ments and rooms f o r  s in g le  w orkers. With th e  added number o f  dependen ts, 

however, th e  problem  became a c u te . W hile s i n ^ e  male w orkers cou ld  be 

accomodated in  th e  fa c to ry  b a rra ck s , t h i s  arrangem ent was n o t p o s s ib le  

fo r  couples even i f  th e  c h ild re n  were l e f t  in  th e  send ing  co u n try  w ith  

g randparen ts  which was th e  case  f o r  60 p e r  c en t o f  m igran t f a m il ie s  

( M ehrlânder 1974:26). They had no cho ice  b u t to  e n te r  th e  co m p etitio n  

f o r  lo c a l  housing  which had become in s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  German needs even 

w ith o u t th e  p resen ce  o f  fo re ig n e rs .  O b ta in ing  s u f f i c i e n t  housing  i s  

d i f f i c u l t  f o r  everyone who r e n ts  in  Germany; th u s , extrem e c a re  needs 

to  be taken  to  i s o l a t e  housing  problem s s p e c i f ic  to  fo re ig n  w oikers 

from th o se  o f  th e  g en e ra l German r e n t in g  p u b lic .

S in ce  th e  m ig ra tio n s  began, German newspapers have c a r r ie d  

s to r i e s  o f  extrem e usu ry  and e x p lo i ta t io n  o f  fo re ig n  w oikers t h r o u ^
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e x o rb i ta n t  r e n t s  ( e . g . ,  G e is lin g e r  Z e itu n g  J a n . 19, 1972tiO ), Much o f

s o c i a l i s t  and church l i t e r a t u r e  a ls o  p o r tr a y s  th e  Germem la n d lo rd  and

th e  German p u b lic  a s  e^q p lo ita tiv e  c u l p r i t s i  housing  problem s o f  fo re ig n

w orkers a re  seen  a s  a  c le a r - c u t  m a tte r  o f  p re ju d ic e  and d is c r im in a tio n

and f u r th e r  ev idence f o r  th e  c la im  t h a t  Nazi id eo lo g y  i s  a l iv e  and w ell

in  modem Germany. C lo se r exam ination o f  th e  d is c r im in a tio n  p a t te r n s ,

however, r e v e a ls  t h a t  fo re ig n  w orker housing  d i f f i c u l t i e s  may stem from

o th e r  f a c to r s  than  sinq)ly German d i s l i k e  o f  fo re ig n e rs  p e r  s e . In  f a c t ,

much o f  th e  d is c r im in a tio n  i s  a g a in s t  s i n ^ e  males and f a m il ie s  w ith

sm all c h ild re n , re g a rd le s s  o f  n a t io n a l  i d e n t i t y .  R eluctance  to  r e n t

to  young s in g le  m ales a r i s e s  from  a  p e rc e iv e d  d if f e r e n c e  in  l i f e s t y l e s

on th e  p a r t  o f  th e  g e n e ra lly  o ld e r  la n d lo rd s  and la n d la d ie s .  Noise and

d e s tru c t iv e n e s s  a re  p ro b ab ly  th e  two m ajor rea so n s  t h a t  f a m il ie s  w ith

s e v e ra l  sm all c h ild re n  r a t e  low on th e  r e n t in g  p re fe re n c e  s c a le .  The

fo llo w in g  e x c e rp t from a  l e t t e r  e n t i t l e d  "W ith Three C h ild ren  I t  I s

Im p o ssib le  To F ind An A partm ent," w r i t te n  by an iz rra te  m other to  a

p o p u la r  women's magazine i l l u s t r a t e s  th e  housing  problem  o f  German

fa m ilie s  w ith  ch ild ren*

We have two c h ild re n , a  th re e  y e a r  o ld  g i r l  and a  two y e a r  o ld  
boy, and one i s  on th e  way . . .  we have been lo o k in g  f o r  an a p a r t ­
ment f o r  y e a rs  w ith o u t su c c e ss . N in e ty  p e r  c e n t o f  th e  la n d lo rd s  
say* no c h i ld re n .  Even i f  th e  ap artm en t had 100 square  m e te rs .
One a sk s , what i s  a  r e t i r e d  co iq ile  o r  a  s i n ^ e  la d y  ( th e  p re fe r re d  
r e n te r s )  go ing  to  do w ith  so much room? Two y e a rs  ago, we once 
ag a in  looked  up an apartm ent* fo u r  rooms, k i tc h e n , b a th . The 
apartm en t was u n f in ish e d . N e ith e r  d o o rs  n o r windows were p a in te d . 
But my husband and I  were happy when we heard  t h a t  th e  c h ild re n  
would be welcome. We re n te d  th e  apartm en t . . .  and f in is h e d  i t  
o u rs e lv e s . We can o n ly  h e a t  one room, th e  ro o f  le a k s .  In  one 
y ea r , we caugh t 48 mice . . .  For t h a t ,  we pay 200 masks a  month.
We a re  s t i l l  lo o k in g  f o r  an apartm en t and a r e  w i l l in g  to  pay  up 
to  450 a l t h o u ^  we r e a l l y  canno t a f f o r d  to  do t h a t  ( B r ig i t t e  
J a n .  No. 1 , 1972*69) .
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S ln ^ e  m ales in  t h e i r  te en s  and tw e n tie s , w hether fo re ig n  o r  

German, face  even g r e a te r  d i f f i c u l t i e s  in  lo c a t in g  h ousing . German la n d ­

lo rd s  who r e n t  o n ly  a  sm all apartm en t o r  room o f  t h e i r  house o r t h e i r  

re n te d  apartm en t (su b le a se )  a re  r e lu c ta n t  to  r e n t  to  yonnger males 

whose l i f e s t y l e s  a re  though t to  be a t  odds w ith  th e  more q u ie t ,  r o u t in e -  

o r ie n te d  e x is te n c e  o f  o ld e r  p e o p le . F urtherm ore, lo n g -te rm  r e n te r s  a re  

p re fe r re d  o ver t r a n s i e n t  ones. S ince most o f  th e  Bahnhofseck workers 

were s in g le ,  i t  i s  h a rd ly  s u rp r is in g  th a t  th ey  viewed th e  fo re ig n  w orkers ' 

charges o f  housing  d is c r im in a tio n  as  unfounded. One in fo rm an t, th e  b a r­

ten d er and cook o f  th e  ta v e rn , p u t i t  t h i s  way:

Q uatsch! (nonsense) We a re  a l l  d is c r im in a te d  a g a in s t  then : Germans, 
fo re ig n e rs ,  everybody. Germans pay a s  h i ^  r e n t  a s  th e  g u est wor­
k e r s .  There a re  sim ply n o t e n o u ^  housing  f a c i l i t i e s  to  go around 
and i t s  tough f o r  a l l  o f  u s . I f  a  German p r e f e r s  to  r e n t  to  a  Ger­
man because o f  th e  language problem  o r  because he knows th e  fo re ig n ­
e rs  do n o t ta k e  c a re  o f  th e  apartm ent, then  t h a t ' s  h is  r i ^ i t .
B esides, fo re ig n e rs  w i l l  n o t take  ca re  o f  ap artm en ts  and th ey  a re  
lo u d . In  th e  h o s te l  where I  l i v e ,  we a ls o  have a  l o t  o f  g u est wor­
k e r s :  I t a l i a n s ,  S p an ia rd s , and Y ugoslavs, and th ey  s h i t  a l l  o ver 
th e  f lo o r .  You should  see  t h e i r  rooms, th ey  a re  messy and s t in k  
l i k e  sows' s t a l l s !

T y p ic a lly , a s  th e  above passage  d em o n stra tes , th e  s o c ia l  system  

i s  accep ted  and antagonism  i s  n o t  d ir e c te d  toward la n d lo rd s  o r  th e  in d u s­

t r i a l i s t s  b r in g in g  th e  fo re ig n  w orkers to  Germany, b u t toward th e  g u est 

w orkers them selves and t h e i r  p e rso n a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .

In  G e is lin g e n , two ty p es  o f  la n d lo rd s  cou ld  be i d e n t i f i e d .  The 

f i r s t  in v o lv es  home ow ners, o f te n  e ld e r ly  l a d i e s ,  who w ished to  r e n t  o u t 

on ly  a  few rooms o f  t h e i r  home f o r  supplem ental income. As mentioned 

above, th e  re lu c ta n c e  to  r e n t  to  fa m il ie s  o r  s in g le  males in  th e se  cases  

h inges p a r t l y  on a  d if f e r e n c e  in  l i f e s t y l e s  between young and o ld . Thus, 

th ey  p re fe r re d  to  r e n t  to  " q u ie t ,  c h i ld le s s "  co u p les  o r  s i n ^ e  la d ie s .
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Very o f te n , s in g le  fo re ig n  fem ales were q u ite  a ccep ta t i e  a s  te n a n ts .

The second ca tego ry  o f  la n d lo rd s  encompassed th o se  who c a te red  

s p e c i f ic a l ly  to  fo re ig n e rs  in  hope o f  re a p in g  h igh p r o f i t s .  Such "slum" 

la n d lo rd s  a re  re sp o n s ib le  fo r  p u l l in g  back in to  th e  housing  market o ld  

b u ild in g s  and housing  o r  co n v ertin g  fo rm erly  u n in h a b ita b le  p a r t s  o f  

b u ild in g s  ( e . g . ,  a t t i c s ,  c e l l a r s ,  s to ra g e  rooms, e t c . )  in to  G a s ta rb e ite r -  

U n te rk ü n fte . At tim es , e n te r p r is in g  la n d lo rd s , in  t h e i r  ru sh  to  c a p i t a l ­

iz e  on th e  housing  demands o f  fo re ig n e rs ,  have su p p lied  German Young 

S o c ia l i s t s  and l i b e r a l  c r i t i c s  w ith  "evidence" f o r  th e  resu rgence  o f  

Nazism. The fo llo w in g  ad, which appreared  in  a  south  German d a i ly  news- 

p a te r ,  i l l u s t r a t e d  th e  p o in ts

S ep a ra te  farmhouse in  good co n d itio n , w ith  s ta b le s  and bam , on 
la rg e  g rassy  l o t ,  p o s s ib i l i t y  f o r  a d d it io n a l  purchase  o r  b u ild in g . 
E x c e lle n t o p p o rtu n ity  f o r  ho rse  keen ing  o r  g u est w orker q u a r te r s .  
S ta b le  and a t t i c  a re a s  s u i te d  f o r  rem odelling , s ix  rooms, k i tc h e n , 
b a th , WG. 200 square  m eters l iv in g  a re a , ready  f o r  immediate h a b ita ­
t io n ,  to  be s o l d . . . .  (S ü d se s t-P re s se , c i te d  in  K lee 1 9 ? l« i;  empha­
s i s  ad ded ).

Numerous cases o f  usu ry  in  l e t t i n g  apartm ents have been re p o rte d  t h r o u ^ -  

ou t Germany, e s p e c ia l ly  in  a re a s  o f  heavy in d u s t r ia l  c o n c e n tra tio n . 

According to  German law , however, th e  r e n t in g  o f  an apartm ent i s  a  

" p r iv a te "  m a tte r and belongs le g a l ly  in  th e  sphere  o f  p r iv a te  law s u i t s .  

Thus, in  cases o f  u su ry , v e ry  o f te n  th e  c o u r ts  euid p o lic e  a re  pow erless 

i f  th e  usurped r e n te r  does n o t f i l e  ch arg es . This i s  n o t  very l i k e l y  in  

the  case  o f  fo re ig n e rs  who a re  unversed in  German le g a l  m a tte rs  and a re  

n o t w i l l in g  o r a b le  to  p u t up th e  money invo lved  in  le g a l  p ro ced u res .

The o u b lie  o f f i c i a l s  w i l l  in te rv e n e  o n ly  in  cases "where c o n d itio n s  

r e s u l t  which endanger p u b lic  s a f e ty  and o rd e r , a s , f o r  example, u n sa n ita ry  

c o n d itio n s  and overcrow ding in  housing" (G e is e lberger 1971:124).
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The F ed e ra l Labor O ffic e  (B u n d esan s ta lt fU r A rb e it)  r e q u ire s  

firm s to  p ro v id e  adequate  housing  o n ly  f o r  r e c r u i te d  w orkers, n o t f o r  

dependent fam ily  members. This ta sk  f a l l s  s t r i c t l y  to  th e  m igran ts them­

s e lv e s . In  t h i s  a c tu a l  everyday s t r u g ^ e  o ver sca rce  housing re so u rc e s , 

m ig ran ts, German r e n te r s ,  and la n d lo rd s  co n fro n t each o th e r ; th e  problem  

i s  t o t a l l y  removed from th e  employers who a re  uninvolved a l t h o u ^ ,  as  

one Young S o c ia l i s t  p u t i t :  "The c a p i t a l i s t s  p r o f i t  most from th e  im port 

o f fo re ig n  w orkers bu t they  p la c e  th e  burden o f  keep ing  th e  G a s ta rb e ite r  

on th e  sh o u ld ers  o f  th e  German p e o p le ."  In  f a c t ,  s in ce  th e  housing  mar­

k e t  i s  s a tu ra te d ,  th e  lab o r-im p o rtin g  firm s  a re  h e av ily  su b s id ized  by 

th e  fe d e ra l  government through th e  Labor O ffice  f o r  b u ild in g  housing  f o r  

the  m ig ran ts , p r im a r i ly  th e  s in g le  m ales. In  some c ase s , th e  firm s may 

a c tu a l ly  p r o f i t  from re n tin g  to  m igrants th e  same l iv in g  space which 

was e re c te d  w ith  ta x  money. H o rst Kammrad (1971:119-111), a  worker r e p re ­

s e n ta t iv e  in  a  B e r lin  firm , documented a  case  where th e  y e a r ly  in ta k e  

from such b a rrack s  was more th an  th e  em ployer’s  i n i t i a l  o u tp u t fo r  th e  

t o ta l  s t ru c tu re :

I t  i s  p o s s ib le  to  accomodate 52 p e rso n s in  13 fo u r-b ed  rooms o f  
approx im ately  l6  square  m eters each in  a  tw o -s to ry  barrack  b u i l ­
d in g . P e r s le e p in g  p la ce  p rov ided , th e  BfA (B u n d esan s ta lt fUr Ar­
b e i t )  pays ( i n  su b s id ie s )  3 ,000 raaiks. The c i ty  sen a te  ( o f  B e rlin )  
pays 1,000 m aiks, so th a t  to g e th e r  th e  f a c to ry  owner i s  p re sen ted  
w ith  208,000 maries from ta x  money f o r  p ro v id in g  h is  w orkers w ith  
housing . The b u ild in g  c o s ts ,  in c lu d in g  in s id e  fu rn ish in g s , t o t a l  
240,774 marks. The sm all sum o f  a c tu a l  enqployer's expense i s  ta x  
d e d u c tab le . As r e n t ,  approx im ately  80 marks p e r  person  p e r  month 
a re  charged . The in h a M ta n t has a lso  r i ^ t  to  use  k itc h e n , wash­
in g , t o i l e t ,  h a l l ,  eind re c re a t io n  f a c i l i t i e s ,  so t h a t  a l l  to g e th e r  
he has an average o f  8 square  m eters space  a v a i la b le ,  th u s  pay ing  
an average o f  10 marks p e r  square  m eter—a  lu c r a t iv e  business  f o r  
th e  em ployer. The in ta k e  from one b arrack  b u ild in g  o f  th e  above 
d e sc rib e d  s iz e  in  r e n t  amounts to  49,920 marks p e r  y ear.
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D esp ite  such c ase s , th e  Bahnhofsedc workers r a r e ly  c r i t i c i z e d  

in d u s try  fo r  in tro d u c in g  th e  w orkers o r  f a i l i n g  to  abso rb  th e  t o t a l  c o s t  

o f housing  th e  m ig ran ts . Any c r i t ic i s m  i s  norm ally  d ire c te d  toward th e  

g u est w orkers them selves, n o t tow ard s o c ia l  elem ents most re sp o n s ib le  

fo r  th e  in ç o r ta t io n  o f  a l ie n  w orkers,

5 , V a r ia tio n  in  C u ltu ra l  H abits

V a ria tio n  in  c u l tu r a l  h a b its  and customs between M editerranean  

c o u n tr ie s  and c e n tr a l  Europe a ls o  u n d e r l ie  much o f  th e  a n tip a th y  between 

th e  German and g u es t w orker p o p u la tio n s . Such d if f e r e n c e s  in v o lv e  a  

wide a r ra y  o f  b eh av io ra l complexes r e la te d  to  a t t i t u d e s  toward tim e , 

space , work, e n te r ta in m en t, and so f o r th .  In  a t t i t u d e s  toward th e  

p ro p e r fu n c tio n  and use o f  th e  home, f o r  example, so u th ern  Europeans 

and Germans d i f f e r  d r a s t i c a l l y .  The m ig ran ts  f r e q u e n tly  e n te r ta in  co­

e th n ic s  and k in  in  t h e i r  apartm ent in  a  manner Germans co n sid e r im­

p ro p e r i f  n o t  " u n c iv i l iz e d ."  M ed iterraneans o f te n  in v i t e ,  ftom th e  

German l a n d lo r d 's  p e rs p e c tiv e , too  many g u e s ts  and a t  r a th e r  odd h o u rs . 

Thus, th e  g r e a te r  in t e n s i ty  o f  a l i e n  c u l tu r a l  a c t i v i t y  and th e  r e s u l t a n t  

"n o ise"  in v a r ia b ly  c re a te s  te n s io n s  between la n d lo rd s  and fo re ig n  te n a n ts .  

To compound th e  m a tte r , many German houses a re  c o n s tru c te d  so t h a t  a  

r e n te r  must sh a re  a  common e n tra n ce  h a l l ,  b a th , and o f te n  t o i l e t  w ith  

the  c o - re s id e n ts  which m i ^ t  in c lu d e  th e  house owner, Germans norm ally  

v i s i t  f r ie n d s  a t  home o n ly  upon p ro p e r i n v i t a t io n  and then  th e  s o c ia l  

g a th e r in g  w i l l  be, acco rd in g  to  M editerranean  s ta n d a rd s , a  v e ry  s t i f f  

and form al a f f a i r .  P o te n t ia l  problem s in v o lv in g  language , food and sp ic e  

p re fe re n c e s , and volume o f  sound backdrop must be added to  th e  v i r t u a l l y
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e n d le ss  l i s t  o f  c u l tu r a l  m isu nderstand ings. In  summary, i t  i s  n o t d i f f i ­

c u l t  to  un d ers tan d  why German la n d lo rd s  p r e f e r ,  a s  most newspaper ads 

s t a t e ,  a  ru h ig e s  d eu tsch es  Ehenaar (q u ie t  German c o u p le ) .

C u ltu ra l d if f e r e n c e s  between Germans and g u e s t w orkers in  th e  

use o f  space ex tends beyond th e  immediate l i v i n g  q u a r te r s  to  th e  o u td o o rs . 

Germans a re  n o t an "ou tdoor" p e o le  in  a  M editerranean  sen se : fam ily  l i f e  

i s  n o t extended beyond o n e 's  apartm en t doo r. G uest w orkers , however, 

spend c o n s id e ra b le  tim e s t r o l l i n g  th r o u ^  th e  towns and p a rk s  to  escape 

th e  congested  b a rra ck s  o r  a p a rtm en ts . They u se  t r a i n  s t a t io n s  and park s  

a s  "p la z a  s u b s t i t u te s ,"  co n g reg a tin g  in  n a t io n a l i ty  groups l a t e  in to  the  

n i ^ t .  Because o f  t h i s  t r a i t ,  German s te re o ty p in g  has  given them th e  

re p u ta t io n  o f  M esse rs tech e r ( k n i f e r s )  which, in  tu r n ,  can cause lo c a l s  

to  o v e rre a c t to  m ig ran t o u td o o r a c t i v i t i e s .  Around m igran t h o using  i t  

i s  q u i te  common to  f in d  fo re ig n e rs  conducting  a l l  t h e i r  s o c ia l  a c t i v i t i e s  

o u ts id e  when w eather p e rm its . To th e  Germans' dism ay b u t t r u e  to  sou th ­

ern  custom, th e y  barbeque, d r in k , e a t ,  and converse lo u d ly  and u n in h ib i-  

t e d ly .  Even more u p s e tt in g  to  German n e i^ b o r s  i s  th e  tendency o f  fo r ­

eign  women to  hang t h e i r  wash o u ts id e  to  d ry  on Sundays—a  most u n fo r­

g iv a b le  s in .

D if f e re n t  a t t i t u d e s  and view s concern ing  work e th ic s  a lso  

e x i s t  between German and g u es t woifcers, Germans, on th e  whole, v a lu e  

hard  work and reg im ented  approaches to  both work and p la y .  Thus, Germans 

f in d  th e  s o u th e rn e r s ' w orking p a t te r n s  n erve-w rack ing . F or example, th ey  

o f te n  s in g  and w h is t le  on th e  jo b  and, acco rd in g  to  th e  Bahnhofseck crew, 

work too  slow and ta k e  too many b reak s . Swapping s t o r i e s  abou t g u e s t 

w orkers was a  f a v o r i t e  pastim e in  th e  b a r . E xperiences w ith  a  few g u est
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w orkers tended to  become g e n e ra liz e d  to  th e  whole body o f  fo r e ig n e r s .

The Germans r e l a t e d  " re a l"  in s ta n c e s  o f  m igran t w orker a n t ic s  and f o l ­

l i e s ,  s t o r i e s  which were to ld  to  emphasize th e  m ental d e f ic ie n c ie s  o f  

t h e i r  fo re ig n  c o lle a g u e s . One g u est w orker, f o r  example, when asked  

to  f i l l  th e  r a d ia to r s  o f  th e  company tru c k s  and v e h ic le s  w ith  w a te r mis­

tak en ly  p u t  w ater in  th e  gas ta n k s . A nother s to r y  in v o lv ed  fo u r  Turks 

who one day were g iven  a  s p e c i f ic  lo ad in g  ta sk  f o r  th e  fo llo w in g  day.

In  th e  m orning, however, o n ly  one o f them showed up. He re p o r te d  th a t  

one o f  them had g o tte n  s ic k  d u r in g  th e  n ig h t and th e  o th e r  two s tay ed  

w ith  him so he would n o t f e e l  lo n e ly .  In  f a c t ,  th e  Bahnhofseck group 

b e liev ed  th a t  most g u es t w orkers a re  h a b i tu a l ly  "p la y in g  s ic k "  to  g e t 

o u t o f  work. When a  German m issed a  couple o f  days on th e  jo b  because 

o f  i l l n e s s ,  th e  o th e r s  j o k i n g  y accused  him o f  " a c tin g  l i k e  a  T urk ." 

O ften , "Tuik" was used  a s  a  g e n e r ic , d e ro g a to ry  term  f o r  fo re ig n  w orkers 

re g a rd le s s  o f  n a t io n a l i ty .

The Bahnhofseck Germans were quick to  p o in t  o u t t h a t  g u est

workers had an o b lig a t io n  to  conform to  German ways. C u ltu ra l  r e la t iv is m

was n o t p a r t  o f  t h e i r  th in k in g . Given th e  assumed s u p e r io r i ty  o f  German

ways, and c o n s id e rin g  th e  " in v ite d "  s t a tu s  o f  th e  fo re ig n  w orkers, th e

m ig ran ts  s o l l t e n  s ic h  anneissen (sh o u ld  conform) to  th e  h o s t s o c ie ty .

One in fo rm an t summed up th e  g en e ra l mood o f  th e  Bahnhofseck g a th e rin g :

The g u es t w orkers come to  Germany f o r  th e  D-Mark b u t th e y  a re  
n o t w i l l in g  to  conform to  our custom s. They d ra in  away o u r money 
and do n o t r e tu r n  a n y th in g . They h a ra ss  th e  German g i r l s  and 
t r e a t  them l i k e  d i r t .  The must ad ap t to  German ways. Whenever 
I  go to  A u s t r a l ia ,  o r  America, I  must n o t rap e  th e  women, p inch  
t h e i r  a s s e s  o r  s h i t  on th e  f lo o r  l i k e  th e y  do in  th e  Oedenturm.
( a  lo c a l  h o s t e l ) .  I f  I  went to  S pain , o r  Turkey, and d id  th e  same 
I  would be thrown in to  j a i l .  What i f  I  went to  Spain  and c r i t i ­
c ized  th e  S pan ish  government l i k e  S pan iards c r i t i c i z e  th e  German 
government? You know what would happen! These c o u n tr ie s  a re  n o t 
l i k e  Germany.
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6 , Conclusion

This c h ap te r  has b r i e f ly  touched upon th e  im pact o f  i n t r a -  

European m ig ra tio n  on s e le c te d  elem ents o f  German s o c ie ty . In te rv ie w s  

and p a r t i c ip a n t  o b se rv a tio n  among a  sm all group o f  working c la s s  Ger­

mans in  G e is lin g en  have re v e a le d  a sp e c ts  o f  German working c la s s  r e a c t io n  

and a d ap ta tio n  to  th e  in f lu x  o f  M editerranean co-w orkers. As re p e a te d ly  

s t r e s s e d ,  th e  Bahnhofseck group d ir e c te d  i t s  v e rb a l a t ta c k  toward the  

im m igrant and n o t tow ard th e  i n d u s t r i a l - c a p i t a l i s t  s t r u c tu r e  respon­

s ib le  f o r  t h e i r  p re sen ce  in  West Germany. The antagonism  and p re ju d ic ia l  

f e e l in g s  can be s a id  to  a r i s e  in  p a r t  from the  p o te n t ia l  com petition  

o f  occupying th e  same employment n ich e  in  the  West German economy.

Given t h e i r  s tr ik in & ly  s im i la r  l i f e s t y l e s  and economic p o s i t io n s ,  i t  

a lm ost seems a s  i f  th e  working c la s s  Germans— by b e n e f i t  o f  t h e i r  n a tio n ­

a l i t y —wished to  d r iv e  a  d is t in g u is h in g  so c ia l  wedge between them selves 

and th e  fo re ig n  w orkers. T h e ir jo k es  and l i n g u i s t i c  l a b e l s  o f te n  served
3

to  in c re a se  th e  s o c ia l  d is ta n c e  between the  two groups o f  la b o re r s .

One f a v o r i te  jo k e , f o r  e x a rç le , i l l u s t r a t e s  t h i s  p o in t  w e ll: a  German 

com plains th a t  h is  au to m atic  garage door does n o t work anymore; h is  

ne ighbor a s s u re s  him th a t  i t ’ s  n o t n ecessa ry  to  r e p a i r  i t  a s  lo n g  a s  he 

can h i r e  an I ta k k e r  ( a  d e ro g a to ry  term  f o r  I t a l i a n )  to  open i t  f o r  him. 

A lso, i t  i s  n o t uncommon f o r  Germans to  use th e  im p o lite  Du-form o f  

ad d ress  w ith  g u est w orkers where in  th e  same s i tu a t io n  w ith  Germans th e  

p o l i t e  form would be mandatory.

F u r th e r  re s e a rc h  in to  th e  re a c t io n s  and a d a p ta tio n s  made by 

o th e r  elem ents o f  German s o c ie ty  would be a  v a lu ab le  a d d itio n  to  th e  

growing l i t e r a t u r e  on in tra -E u ro p ean  m ig ra tio n . I t  i s  hoped, th e re -
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fo re , t h a t  t h i s  p re lim in a ry  study  h as, a s  a  f i r s t  c o n tr ib u tio n , demon­

s t r a t e d  t h a t  th e  h o s t p o p u la tio n s  a re  c ru c ia l  elem ents in  m ig ration  

system s and should become re se a rc h  t a r g e t s  in  t h e i r  own r i ^ t .
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NOTES

See P e te r  G .J . P u lz e r  (1964) f o r  a d is c u s s io n  o f  th e  s p e c ia l  con­
d i t io n s  g iv in g  r i s e  to  p o l i t i c a l  an ti-S em itism  in  Germany and 
A u s tr ia .

Even a  few German s o c i a l i s t s  view th e  m ig ra tio n s  a s  a  form o f  develop­
mental a s s is ta n c e ;  s e e , f o r  example, G e ise lh e rg e r (1 9 7 2 :1 9 ).

For example, g u e s t w orker t r a in s  a re  c a l le d  Z w iebelexpress o r  Knob- 
lau ch ex p ress  (on ion  o r  g a r l i c  e x p re s s ) , I t a l i a n s  a re  a ls o  known as  
S p a g h e t t i f r e s s e r  ( s p a g h e t t i  d evourers; f r e s se n  i s  a  d e ro g a to ry  o r 
non-human term  f o r  " e a t in g " ) .

U n fo rtu n a te ly , l im i ta t io n  on tim e and space have p rec lu d ed  d is c u ss io n  
o f  o th e r  segm ents o f  German s o c ie ty  in  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n .  The lo c a l  
school te a c h e rs ,  p o l ic e ,  r e s ta u r a n t  owners, e t c ,  a l l  had f e l t  th e  
im pact o f  fo re ig n  in -m ig ra tio n . Even dying o ccu p a tio n s  such a s  th e  
"horse  b u tcher"  and th e  shepherd re c e iv e d  a  sudden boost in  business 
when fo re ig n  w orkers flo ck ed  to  buy th e  cheaper h o rse  meat and th e  
va lued  lam b.



CHAPTER VI

RETURN MIGRATION AND SOME CONCLUDING 

OBSERVATIONS

1, Homeward M ig ra to ry  Flows 

In  th e  fo rm idab le  body o f  l i t e r a t u r e  on in te r n a t io n a l  m ig ra tio n , 

no s in g le  a re a  o f  s tu d y  rem ains in  such co n cep tu a l and th e o r e t ic a l  pov­

e r ty  a s  t h a t  d e a lin g  w ith  th e  r e tu r n  o f  m ig ran ts  to  t h e i r  c o u n tr ie s  o f  

o r ig in .  T r a d i t io n a l ly ,  m ig ra tio n  s c h o la rs  have been p reoccup ied  w ith  a  

few r e s t r i c t e d  them es; namely, m ig ran t a d a p ta tio n  and a c c u l tu ra t io n  to  

th e  r e c e iv in g  s o c ie ty ,  th e  e f f e c t s  o f  im m igration  on th e  h o s t  p o p u la tio n , 

and th e  consequences o f  em ig ra tion  f o r  th e  sen d in g  com m unities. A l th o u ^  

th e  p a s t  decade has  b rought a  p r o l i f e r a t i o n  o f  p le a s  f o r  more sy s te m a tic  

and system ic  a n a ly s is  o f  m ig ra tio n , th e  q u e s tio n  o f  th e  socio-econom ic 

r a m if ic a t io n s  o f  homeward flow s o f  m ig ran ts  has been re le g a te d  to  a  

m inor p o s i t io n  in  re s e a rc h . In  f a c t ,  thorough s tu d ie s  o f  r e tu r n  m igra­

t io n  a re  so l im ite d  in  number t h a t  th e  e x i s t in g  l i t e r a t u r e  would con­

s t i t u t e  no more than  a  mere handfu l o f  p u b l ic a t io n s .^

In  th e  European case , t h i s  e n p i r ic a l  and th e o r e t ic a l  s t a t e  o f  

a f f a i r s  f in d s  a  p a r a l l e l  in  m a tte rs  o f  a d m in is tra t io n  and p o l ic y  m aking. 

In  1966, f o r  example, when th e  " l i t t l e  re c e s s io n "  in  w estern  Europe 

te m p o ra rily  s e n t  m ill io n s  o f  w oikers back to  t h e i r  M editerranean  homes,
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a sem inar d e a lin g  w ith  th e  problem  was c a l le d  in  A thens, G reece, At 

both th e  f a c tu a l  and p o lic y  l e v e l s ,  i t  was f r a n k ly  adm itted  th a t  v i r ­

tu a l ly  n o th in g  was known about r e tu rn  m ig ra tio n . One p a r t i c ip a n t  

(S c h lo t f e ld t  1967*72) ,  in  summarizing th e  r e p o r ts ,  p e s s im is t ic a l ly  

notedj

We know alm ost n o th in g  about what happens to  th e  r e tu rn e e s , what 
they  do in  t h e i r  home c o u n tr ie s ,  w hether th ey  a re  employed in  jo b s  
they  had worked a t  in  th e  in d u s t r ia l i z e d  c o u n tr ie s ,  o r  w hether they  
a re  unemployed.

L ikew ise, a t  th e  a d m in is tra tiv e  l e v e l  th e  symposium 's g en era l r a p p o r t­

eur (R everly  1969*69) concluded t h a t  in  s p i t e  o f  th e  d isag reem ents 

over p o lic y  between la b o r  ex p o rtin g  and la b o r  im porting  c o u n tr ie s , th e re  

was

. . .  one p o in t  (o f )  com plete agreem ent, and th e  f a c t s  on which i t  
reposed  a re  in d isp u tab le*  th e  ignorance o f  th e  a u th o r i t i e s  and 
o f  management c i r c l e s  in  both th e  em ig ra tion  and im m igration coun­
t r i e s  co n cern ing  n e a r ly  e v e ry th in g  connected  w ith  th e  r e tu rn  o f  
m ig ran t w orkers.

The p re s e n t  homeward flow  brought abou t by th e  w orld energy 

c r i s i s  ( 1973- 1976) and economic slowdown in  th e  w estern  European in d u s­

t r i a l  n a tio n s  i s  no doubt d e s tin e d  to  be more f i n a l  than  th e  "prolonged 

h o lid ay s"  p a t te r n  o f  th e  I966- I 967 re c e s s io n  when w orkers were tempo­

r a r i l y  s e n t  home (K ayser 1972*51)• S ince  l a t e  1973» West Germany has 

taken  s te p s  to  reduce  i t s  dependency on fo re ig n  la b o r  and s im ila r  a c t io n s  

in  o th e r  la b o r  im p o rtin g  c o u n tr ie s  have s e t  up a  backward flow o f  m ig ran ts  

u n p a ra lle le d  in  th e  p o s t-w ar p e r io d . In  f a c t ,  some M editerranean  la n d s  

and re g io n s  have f o r  th e  f i r s t  tim e s in c e  World War I I  ex perienced  a 

n e t im m igration  o ver em ig ra tio n . R everse m ig ra tio n  stream s o f  th i s  

type r e p re s e n t  a  demographic phenomenon o f  f a r - r e a c h in g  s o c ia l  and eco­

nomic consequences a t  bo th  th e  s u p ra lo c a l and lo c a l  l e v e l s  o f  European
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s o c ie t y .

An o b je c t iv e  o f  t h i s  c h a p te r— in  a d d i t io n  to  o f f e r in g  some 

c o n c lu d in g  o b s e rv a t io n s  on in tra -E u ro p e a n  m ig ra tio n —w i l l  be to  exam ine 

th e  r a m if ic a t io n s  o f  th e  homeward flow s w hich have been grow ing in  

m agnitude s in c e  th e  o n s e t  o f  th e  energ y  c r i s i s  and econom ic r e c e s s io n  

in  1973* To w hat ex ten d  w e s te rn  Europe w i l l  c o n tin u e  to  red u ce  i t s  

dependency on s o u th e rn  European la b o r  c an n o t be d e te rm in e d  a t  t h i s  p o in t .  

A lread y , how ever, th e  volum e o f  r e tu r n  h a s  reach ed  m assiv e  numbers and 

th e  p o t e n t i a l  im pact o f  r e v e r s e d  s tream s h a s  b r o u ^ t  f o r t h  c o n s id e ra b le  

s p e c u la t io n  and d e b a te  in  i n t e l l e c t u a l  c i r c l e s .

I f  one assum es, m oreover, t h a t  a  s y s te m a tic  s tu d y  o f  th e  p ro ­

c e s s e s  u n d e r ly in g  r e tu r n  m ig ra tio n  and r e v e r s e  a d a p ta t io n  sh o u ld  be a  

n e c e s s a ry  p r e r e q u i s i t e  f o r  th e  fo rm u la tio n  o f  e f f e c t i v e  p o l i c y ,  th e n  

t h i s  h ia tu s  in  m ig ra tio n  r e s e a r c h  m ust be c lo s e d . To a s s u re  th e  meaning­

f u l  r e in t e g r a t i o n  o f  m i l l io n s  o f  fo rm er m ig ra n ts  in t o  t h e i r  n a t iv e  

s o c ie t y  i s  a  m a tte r  o f  im m ediate  s o c ia l  and econom ic in ç )o rta n c e . Y et, 

th e  h a u n tin g  q u e s t io n  rem a in s  a s  to  w h e th e r th e  M ed ite rran ean  la n d s  o f  

Europe can e f f e c t i v e l y  r e a b s o rb  th e  v e ry  c i t i z e n s  upon w hich th e y  had 

b u i l t  a  d eg ree  o f  econom ic dependence by way o f  c u r re n c y  r e m it ta n c e s  

from  E u ro p e 's  i n d u s t r i a l  c o r e .  I f  th e  r e tu r n  homeward re a c h e s  m assive  

p ro p o r t io n s  and n o th in g  i s  done to  f a c i l i t a t e  a  h e a l th y  r e - e n t r y ,  then  

a  h o s t  o f  grim  econom ic p r o s p e c ts  and s o c ia l  consequences i s  m ost 

l i k e l y  fo rth co m in g . The econom ist O .P . K in d ie b e rg e r  (1965»52) h a s  warned 

o f  o n ly  one d an g e r o f  many i f  th e  w orker c a n n o t f in d  a  p la c e  in  h i s  

hom eland:
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, . .  th e  mass m igran t o f  today w i l l  become a man w ith o u t a  coun try , 
one who has l e f t  one l i f e  and f in d s  t h a t  he cannot s ta y  where he 
i s  and cannot go home a g a in . The problem  o f  belonging  i s  d i f f i ­
c u l t  enough w ith in  o n e 's  own b o rd e rs . U nless Europe ach iev es  a 
s o c ia l  and p o l i t i c a l  id e n t i ty ,  i t  may develop a  problem  o f  " f ly ­
in g  M ed ite rran ean s,"  r e s t l e s s  s p i r i t s  w ith  no home.

By th e  w in te r  o f  1974/75, Germany had n e a r ly  one m illio n  unem­

p loyed , a  f ig u re  which was e stim ated  to  reach  1 ,4  m illio n  in  February 

o f 1976 (7  Fechas Feb. 18, 1976j6), A lth o u ^  t h i s  was among th e  low est 

unemployment f ig u r e s  in  th e  i n d u s t r i a l - c a p i t a l i s t  w orld, f o r  Germany i t  

comprised one o f  th e  h ig h e s t  r a t e s  in  th e  p o s t-w ar e ra . F oreign  w orkers, 

who make up approx im ate ly  10 p e r  c en t o f  Germany's la b o r  fo rc e , were 

e s p e c ia l ly  a f f e c te d  by unemployment, I t a l i a n s  and G reeks, f o r  example, 

had an unemployment r a t e  o f  over 4 p e r  c e n t ( B raun thal 1975*126), The 

Spanish m ig ran t p ap e r, 7 Fechas, r e p o r ts  th a t  fo r  th e  sp rin g  o f  1976,

14 p e r  cen t o f  a l l  unemployed w orkers were fo re ig n e rs .  Some firm s, such 

as  Audi and Volkswagen, o ffe re d  s p e c ia l  bonuses f o r  w orkers w il l in g  to  

re s ig n  t h e i r  c o n tra c ts  e a r ly  and r e tu rn  home. In  a d d it io n , Baden-Wtlrttem- 

berg  p a id , in  c ase s  o f  unemployed re tu rn e e s ,  a  te n  months enemployment 

fe e  in  advance i f  th e  w orkers l e f t  th e  F ed era l R epublic  (7  Fechas Feb. 18 

197616) ,  For many fo re ig n e rs ,  th e se  two sums amounted to  over 15,000 

marks, an a t t r a c t i o n  which was accep ted  by many a s  an a l t e r n a t iv e  to  an 

in se c u re  jo b  m arket o r  w orking f o r  l e s s  in  any jo b  o ffe re d  (SU dw est-Presse 

J u ly  29, 1975) .  A lthough th e  fe d e ra l  government d id  n o t com pletely  

c lo se  re c ru itm e n t o f f ic e s  abroad , a c t iv e  re c ru itm e n t has been suspended 

s in c e  November o f  1973 (D er S p iegel Ja n . 13, 1976:26-27). A lso , sp e c ia l 

e f f o r t s  have been made to  in te n s i f y  th e  removal o f  i l l e g a l  im m igrants 

(B rau n th a l 1975*126), Thus, th r o u ^  a  v a r ie ty  o f  mechanisms. West Ger­

many and o th e r  i n d u s t r i a l  la b o r - in ^ o r t in g  n a tio n s  have s tim u la te d  th e
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r e v e r s a i  o f  modem European m ig ra to ry  flo w s. Updated s t a t i s t i c s  on th e  

volume o f  re tu rn e e s  a re  n o t y e t  availatOLe; comparable f ig u re s  f o r  I 969, 

r e f l e c t i n g  th e  I966/67 re c e s s io n  and normal r e tu r n s ,  show th a t  r e tu rn e e s  

o f  o n ly  fo u r  g u est worker n a t i o n a l i t i e s  ( I t a l i a n ,  S pan ish , Greek, and 

T u ik ish ) were a lre a d y  approach ing  two m illio n  (s e e  ta b le  6 , i ) ,

TABLE 6 .1

RETURN MIGRATION FROM GERMANY ( 1961- 1969)^

Year I t a l i a n G reek S p an ish Turk T o ta l

1961 85,400 5,100 5,800 2,100 98,400
1962 113,100 19,100 22,700 4,700 159,600
1963 124,700 21,900 26,200 13,500 186,300
1964 133,000 27,200 34,400 10,700 205,300
1965 131,000 39,000 42,000 16,000 228,000
1966 170,000 45,000 55,000 27,000 297,000
1967 198,000 70,000 75,000 52,000 395,000
1968 84,000 25,000 26,000 24,000 159,000
1969 93,000 13,000 20,000 22,000 148,000

T o ta l 1, 132,200 265,300 307,100 172,000 1, 876,601

SourcesI adap ted  from A m tliche N achrich ten  d e r  B u n d esan sta lt fUr 
A rb e itsv e rm ittlu n g  und A rb e its lo se n v e rs ic h e ru n g  ( s p e c ia l  
is s u e  o f  Feb, 27, I966) and K ayser (1972:13).

Given th e  p a u c ity  o f  sy stem a tic  re se a rc h  on contem porary Euro­

pean r e tu r n s ,  s o c ia l  s c i e n t i f i c  knowledge rem ains l a r g e ly  a t  th e  le v e l  

o f  c o n je c tu re . S t i l l ,  a few p re lim in a ry  o b se rv a tio n s  cgin be made a lthough  

no a m p lif ie d  c laim s should  be v o iced  a s  to  t h e i r  v a l i d i t y .  These o b ser­

v a tio n s  have been p ie ce d  to g e th e r  from a  few s c a t te r e d  p u b lic a t io n s  

( e . g . ,  Gregory 1972; K ayser 1972; Kenny 1972; Krane 1973» P ascua l 1970;
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and. OECD 1967a, 196?b) and a  b r i e f  s ix  week fie ld w o rk  ex cu rsio n  in to  

Spain in  1972. Thus, th e  fo llo w in g  o b se rv a tio n s  must be accep ted  as  

h i^ i l y  t e n ta t iv e  and aw a itin g  e m p irica l exam ination .

R eturn  m ig ra tio n  can be viewed in  term s o f  i t s  economic im pact 

on th e  one hand, and i t s  s o c ia l  im p lic a tio n s  f o r  th e  in d iv id u a ls  and 

th e  s o c ie ty  a t  la r g e  on th e  o th e r .  P r e d ic ta b ly , th e  economic ra m if ic a ­

t io n s  a re  o f  em inent concern , b u t th e  problem s o f  s o c ia l  r e in te g r a t io n  

may be u l t im a te ly  o f  g re a te r  im portance , a t  l e a s t  f o r  th e  re tu rn e e s  them­

s e lv e s . A lth o u ^  th e  s o c ia l  and economic elem ents o f  r e tu rn  m ig ra tio n  

a re  n o t e m p ir ic a lly  d i s t i n c t ,  f o r  a n a ly t ic a l  pu rposes th ey  w i l l  be 

considered  s e p a ra te ly .

In  p rev io u s  c h a p te rs  i t  has been n o ted  th a t  n o rth w estern  Euro­

peans reg a rd  re c ru itm e n t and employment o f  fo re ig n e rs  a s  a  form o f  bene­

v o le n t economic a id .  In  a d d it io n  to  re m itta n c e s  and unemployment r e l i e f  

f o r  th e  la b o r  e x p o rtin g  M editerranean re g io n s , a  f u r th e r  b e n e f i t  i s  

though t to  be th e  a c q u is i t io n  by th e  m ig ran ts  o f  more modem human s k i l l s  

o f  both a  te c h n ic a l  and so c io -p sy c h o lo g ic a l n a tu re .  Because o f  h is  

m ig ra to ry  ex p erien ces  in  E u ro p e 's  in d u s t r i a l  co re , i t  h as  been p re d ic te d  

th a t  th e  re tu rn e d  m ig ran t w i l l  p la y  a  s ig n i f i c a n t  r o le  in  s o c ia l  change 

and economic developm ent in  h i s  home re g io n . The r e t r a in e d  m ig ran t, 

th rough  h is  newly acq u ired  s k i l l s ,  sav in g s , knowledge, v a lu e s , norms, 

and o v e ra ll  beh av io r can se rv e  a s  an in n o v a to r and le a d e r  in  r u r a l  change.

P re lim in a ry  ev idence , however, caüLls in to  q u es tio n  th e  suppo­

s i t i o n  th a t  re tu rn e d  m ig ran ts  can have even a  minor in f lu e n c e  on economic 

developm ent. A c u rso ry  s tu d y  o f  th e  r e tu rn  phenomenon in d ic a te s  th e re  

i s  a lre a d y  s u f f i c i e n t  evidence to  d e c la re  a s  a  myth th e  b e l i e f  t h a t
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re tu r n  m igran ts a re  a g en ts  o f  economic developm ent and m odern ization  

(Bflhning 1975; Gregory 1972; Kenny 1972). E s s e n t ia l ly ,  th e re  a re  a t  

l e a s t  two major q u e s tio n a b le  su p p o s itio n s  in  th e  n o tio n  th a t  w orkers 

acq u ire  abroad th e  s k i l l s  and v a lu es  conducive to  m odern ization j l )  t h a t  

m igran ts work in  a n d /o r  le a m  s k i l l e d  occu p a tio n s  in  n o rth w este rn  Europe, 

and 2 ) , th a t  th ey  a re  u n s k i l le d  and p r e - indust r ig i l  in  a b i l i t i e s  p r io r  

to  em ig ra tion . In  c h a p te r  I I  i t  has been argued th a t  many m ig ran ts  

were in  f a c t  s k i l l e d  o r  s e m i-s k i l le d  and employed in  i n d u s t r i a l l y -  

r e la te d  jo b s  b e fo re  le a v in g  t h e i r  hom elands. R e a liz in g  t h i s ,  i t  could  

be f e l i c i t o u s ly  a s s e r te d  t h a t  th e  la b o r  ex p o rtin g  c o u n tr ie s  a r e  o f f e r in g  

a  form o f  developm ent a id  to  th e  n o rth w este rn  European n a tio n s  in  term s 

o f  young, in d u s tr ia l ly -e x p e r ie n c e d  and g a in fu lly  employed w orkers . 

Furtherm ore, even i f  a  m ig ran t a c q u ire s  new s k i l l s  abroad i t  i s  n o t 

l i k e l y  th a t  th e  s k i l l  w i l l  be a p p lic a b le  in  h is  home re g io n , p a r t i c u l a r ly  

in  th e  a g r ic u l tu r a l  s e c to r .  In  f a c t ,  because o f  b e t t e r  w orking condi­

t io n s  which th e  m igran t has experienced  in  Germany, he may p la c e  more 

demands on h is  employer cau s in g  a  re lu c ta n c e  among th e  l a t t e r  to  h i r e  

re tu rn e e s  (P asc u a l 1 9 7 0 :1 5 ^ 1 6 4 ). A lso , i t  i s  p o s s ib le  t h a t  r e tu rn e e s ,  

because th ey  have been a t  t h e i r  new jo b s  fo r  s h o r te r  p e r io d s , may g e t 

lay ed  o f f  b e fo re  non-m igran t w orkers who have b u i l t  up more te n u re . 

F in a l ly ,  th e re  i s  some evidence th a t  th e  h i ^ e r  s k i l l e d  m ig ran ts , because 

they  a re  en trenched  in  Germany and earn  h i ^ e r  wages, w i l l  n o t be a s  

l i k e l y  to  r e tu r n  a s  l e s s e r  q u a l i f ie d  w orkers (BBhning 1975:267) and th u s  

w i l l  n o t c o n tr ib u te  a t  a l l  to  t h e i r  n a t io n s ’ economic developm ent.

While m ig ran ts ' re m itta n c e s  and sav ings have o b v io u s ly  been a 

welcome in p u t in to  M editerranean  economies and f o r  in d iv id u a l fam ily
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s e c u r i ty ,  th e re  i s  no evidence th a t  such in vestm en ts  have d r a s t i c a l l y  

b e n e f ite d  th e  mass o f  r u r a l  p e a sa n try  o r  a l t e r e d  th e  socio-econom ic 

s t r u c tu r e .  The avowed in d iv id u a l motive f o r  Spanish em ig ra tion  to  Europe 

n o rth  o f  th e  Alps i s  to  a cq u ire  a s  r a p id ly  as  p o s s ib le  a  p e rso n a l mone­

t a r y  re s e rv e  which w i l l  p ro v id e  th e  b a s is  f o r  b u ild in g  a  new l i f e  a t  

home ( e . g . ,  a  sm all b u s in e ss , farm ing , in v estm en ts , shops, r e s ta u r a n ts ,  

ta x is ,  e t c . ) .  Many m ig ran ts  n ev er accom plish t h i s  goal; th e  c o s t o f  

l i v in g  abroad , m a in ta in in g  two househo lds, and changing consumption 

d e s ir e s  m itig a te  a g a in s t  accum ulating  th e  a sp ire d  pool o f  w ea lth . R eturned 

m ig ran ts , moreover, a re  q u ite  v a r ie d  in  d e s i r e s ,  ex p erien ce , and g o a ls . 

U nsuccessfu l m igran ts r e tu rn  home o f te n  s h o r t ly  a f t e r  t h e i r  d e p a r tu re  

and r e - e n te r  th e  s o c ie ty  a t  th e  same s ta tu s  and o ccu p a tio n a l l e v e l .

Those who a d ju s t  and a c q u ire  some sav in g s—and perhaps s k i l l s —fre q u e n tly  

re tu rn  to  th e  c i t i e s  o f  t h e i r  home c o u n tr ie s ,  n o t to  t h e i r  n a ta l  towns 

and v i l l a g e s .

U n fo rtu n a te ly , and r e f l e c t i n g  th e  la ck  o f  th e o r e t ic a l  c o n s id e ra ­

tio n  in  th e  s tu d y  o f  re tu rn  m ig ra tio n , few a ttem p ts  have been made to  

d is t in g u is h  s t r u c tu r a l  types o f  r e tu rn e e s .  Perhaps th e  most e la b o ra te  

concep tual approach to  th e  problem  has been made by C erase (1970;223-239) 

who, in  a  s tudy  o f  re tu rn e d  I t a l i a n  m ig ran ts  from N orth America, d e fin e d  

re tu rn e e s  in  th e  fo llo w in g  manner;

1) f a i l u r e ;  m ig ran ts  who cemnot o r  chose n o t to  ad ap t to  th e  h o s t s o c ie ty  
and r e tu r n  to  th e  home co u n try  a t  th e  same socio-econom ic le v e l  a s  
p r io r  to  m ig ra tio n ;

2) conserva tism ; m ig ran ts  who a f t e r  a  su c c e ss fu l so jo u rn  abroad in v e s t  
t h e i r  e a rn in g s  and e n e rg ie s  in  term s o f  th e  " t r a d i t io n a l"  schemes 
p ro p e r to  t h e i r  home co u n try . T his g e n e ra lly  in v o lv es  th e  lo n g  c h e r­
ish ed  r e tu rn  to  th e  n a tiv e  lan d ;
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3) re tire m e n t;  m ig ran ts  who in  l a t e r  l i f e  r e tu rn  f o r  n o s ta lg ic  and 
fam ily  reaso n s to  t h e i r  homeland and co u n try s id e ;

4) in n o v a tio n ; m ig ran ts  who have a s s im ila te d  w ell in to  th e  h o s t s o c ie ty  
bu t axe " w il l in g  and p rep a red  to  tak e  new v a lu es  and new means w ith  
them to  the  o ld  s o c ie ty ."

As re g a rd s  socio-econom ic change, Cerase u l t im a te ly  r u le s  a l l

fo u r  ty p es  e s s e n t i a l ly  in c o n se q u e n tia l. S ince any hope fo r  e f f e c t iv e

change would l i e  w ith  th e  " re tu rn  o f  in n o v a tio n ,"  however, t h i s  type

d eserv es  c lo s e r  s c ru t in y . In  a  re c e n t  a r t i c l e ,  th e  s o c io lo g is t  W.R.

Bühning ( 1975»251-27?) has a ttem p ted  to  ap p ly  C e ra se 's  typology to  th e

in tra -E u ro p ean  case  axd has i s o la te d  f o r  s p e c ia l  a t t e n t io n  th e  " re tu rn

o f in n o v a tio n ."  BOhning (1975*264) d e sc r ib e s  th e  f a t e  o f  " in n o v a tiv e"

re tu rn e e s , however, in  th e  fo llo w in g  manner;

The in n o v a tiv e  re tu rn in g  m igran t ten d s  n o t to  buy a p ie ce  o f  la n d .
H is eyes a re  s e t  on a  new jo b , a  sm all g u e s t house, a  l i t t l e  t r a n s ­
p o r t  u n d e rtak in g  and o th e r  e n te r p r is e s  o f  t h i s  n a tu re . In  a ttem p t­
in g  to  r e a l i z e  h is  am bitions he q u ic k ly  encoun ters  o p p o s itio n  from 
th e  lo c a l  e l i t e ,  which views him w ith  m is tru s t  and sooner o r  l a t e r  
co n fro n ts  him w ith  th e  a l t e r n a t iv e  " a d ju s t  o r  ta k e  th e  consequences."
I f  he comes to  term s w ith  th e  power h o ld e rs , h is  m igra tion -induced  
p o te n t ia l  f o r  in n o v a tio n  w i l l  w ith e r  away—as evidenced by th e  rows 
o f  uneconomic shops, abandoned tru c k s , and th e  ir r e le v a n c e  o f  the  
gu est house v i s - a - v i s  th e  m u ltin a tio n a l chain  o f  h o te ls .  I f  he 
choses no t to  a d ju s t ,  he w i l l  p ro b ab ly  move to  an urban c e n tr e .

Even i f  a  m igrant saves w hile  abroad , in ex p erien ce  in  investm en t and 

f in a n c ia l  management and th e  tendency to  in v e s t  in  m arginal b u sin esses  

a t  home o f te n  doom re tu rn e e s  to  f a i l u r e  (Pciscual 1970; 151; a ls o  see 

Gregory 1972 f o r  a  s e r i e s  o f  i n t e r e s t in g  case  s tu d ie s  on re tu rn e d  m ig ra n ts ) . 

Many towns and v i l la g e s  have exp erien ced  an in c re a s e  in  th e  number o f 

rem odelled homes due to  m igran t r e tu r n .  O utside appearance, however, 

does n o t r e f l e c t  m ajor in te r n a l  change; th e  s o c ia l  o rg a n iz a tio n  and eco­

nomic s t r u c tu r e  rem ain e s s e n t ia l ly  u n a l te re d . Jobs a re  s t i l l  e lsew here, 

in  th e  c i t i e s  o r  in  t o u r i s t  a re a s ,  and many w orkers—as BOhning has
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observed—w il l  seek to  re -e m ig ra te  (se e  a ls o  B o rris  197^ i70 ),

In  th e  lo n g  ru n , however, i t  may be th a t  s o c ia l  r e - in te g r a t io n  

w ill  pose more d i f f i c u l t i e s  to  th e  re tu rn e e s  th an  economic s u r v iv a l .

In  s e v e ra l c o u n tr ie s ,  r e tu rn in g  m igrants a re  co n sid ered  p o l i t i c a l l y  

su sp ec t; in  Y ugoslavia, they  " lack  a  sense  o f  so c ia lism "  w hile  th e  r i s e  

in  communist v o te s  has been blamed on them in  I t a l y ;  in  S pain , re tu rn e e s  

a re  b e lie v ed  to  be o v e r-re p re se n te d  in  a n ti-F ran c o  d em onstra tions 

( Marques 1971:137-146). There i s ,  however, no ev idence upon which to  

base th e se  ch arg es .

A t r a d i t i o n a l  v iew poin t o f  th e  s o c ia l  s c ie n c es  i s  th a t  geo­

g rap h ica l m o b ility  in  in d u s t r i a l  s o c ie ty , p a r t i c u l a r ly  th e  r u r a l  to  urban 

p a tte rn , i s  conducive to  v e r t i c a l  socio-econom ic m o b ility  f o r  th e  in d iv i ­

dual m ig ran t. The c y c l ic a l  n a tu re  o f  in tra -E u ro p ean  m ig ra tio n , however, 

su g g ests  an a l t e r n a t e  case* t h a t  o f  tem porary wage in c re a s e  in  lo w -s ta tu s  

i n d u s t r i a l ly  r e l a t e d  occu p a tio n s  abroad and r e - e n t r y  in to  th e  home occu­

p a tio n a l s t r u c tu r e  a t  approx im ate ly  th e  same wage and s k i l l  le v e l  a s  

p r io r  to  em ig ra tio n . Of co u rse , some w i l l  have b u i l t  up a  sav ings which, 

tem p o ra rily  a t  l e a s t ,  may s u p e r f ic ia l l y  l i f t  r e tu r n e e s ' s tan d a rd  o f  l i v ­

in g , bu t o v e ra l l  no s o c ia l  m o b ility  w i l l  have occured  (s e e  Krane 1973: 

427-436 f o r  an a n a ly s is  o f  th e  e f f e c t  o f  in tra -E u ro p ean  m ig ra tio n  on 

Turkish socio-econom ic m o b ili ty ) . M oreover, because o f  t h e i r  newly 

acq u ired  "w ea lth ,"  th e  m ig ran ts  may w e ll meet w ith  in c re a se d  h o s t i l i t y  

and je a lo u sy  from n on-m ig ran ts, p a r t i c u l a r ly  th o se  o f  th e  low er middle 

s tra tu m  who f e e l  most th re a te n e d  by th e  r e tu rn e e s .

D esp ite  th e  w orkers ' open d i s l ik e  o f  n o rth e rn  European c u l tu re ,  

they  have in  a c tu a l i t y  undergone a  com plete secondary  s o c ia l iz a t io n  d u r-
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in g  th e  m igrancy p e r io d . Upon re tu rn in g , t h i s  new l i f e s t y l e  and w orld­

view may f in d  i t s  p sy ch o lo g ica l ex p ress io n  in  a  k in d  o f  " re v e rs e  c u l­

t u r a l  sho ck ,"  The Heimweh (hom esickness) o f  Germany w i l l  be re p la c e d  

by desco n ten to  ( d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n )  in  S pain . The home community, w hether 

r u r a l  v i l l a g e  o r  u rban  b a r r io ,  w i l l  in  tu rn  r e a c t  to  th e  re tu rn e e ,  

p o s s ib ly  p la c in g  extrem e demands on h is  re co n fo rm ity  to  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  

c u l tu re .  In  l i g h t  o f  th e se  p re s s u re s  i t  may be w e ll t r u e ,  and M ichael 

Kenny (1972»12?) observed , th a t  " s o c ia l  ad ju stm en t o f  th e  r e tu rn e e s  

p re s e n ts  a  g r e a te r  problem  th an  h is  economic in te g r a t io n ."

U n fo rtu n a te ly , th e re  a re  enormous gaps in  our knowledge today  

about re tu rn e d  m ig ran ts . The few a v a i la b le  p u b lic a t io n s  c o n c e n tra te  

e x c lu s iv e ly  on a d u l t  male re tu rn e e s  to  r u r a l  a r e a s .  As i s  o f te n  th e  case  

in  th e  s tu d y  o f  m igran t la b o r , however, dependent fam ily  members—p a r ­

t i c u l a r l y  w ives and c h ild re n —have been t o t a l l y  ig n o red . Y et, in  th e  

r e tu r n ,  th ey  too w i l l  fa c e  problem s o f  s o c ia l  in te g r a t io n .  In  many cases  

c h ild re n  bom  abroad  and educated  in  German sch o o ls  w i l l  ex p erien ce  th e  

i r o n ic a l  s i tu a t io n  o f  language d i f f i c u l t i e s  and c u l tu r a l ly  determ ined  

le a rn in g  d i s a b i l i t i e s .  A d d itio n a lly , we know v i r t u a l l y  n o th in g  about 

th e  r e tu r n e e 's  p o l i t i c a l  b eh av io r, h i s  a t t i t u d e s  toward la b o r  p o lic y , 

o r  s p e c ia l  o rg a n iz a tio n s  o f  re tu rn e d  m igran ts— i f  any e x i s t .  These and 

many o th e r  f a c e ts  ab o u t r e tu r n  m ig ra tio n  need c a re fu l  c o n s id e ra tio n ; 

u n t i l  such s tu d ie s  a re  c a r r ie d  o u t, o u r knowledge must rem ain p u re ly  

s u e c u la t iv e .
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2. Conclusion

This dissertation on the cyclical mass movement of Mediterranean 

populations to and from the Federal Republic of Germany has attempted 

to avoid a number of conceptual shortcomings characteristic of the anthro­

pology of migration. First, to overcome anthropology’s typical ahistor- 

ical approach to migration, a portion of this work has addressed itself 

to the century-old reliance of the German economy on foreign labor.

Second, to correct the segmented and static interpretation of modem 

movements, chapter II has aimed to present a dynamic, holistic overview 

which considers place of origin, destination, and linkages in the total 

migratory cycle. Third, in an attempt to strike a balance between macro­

cosm and microcosm, an ethnographic study of migrant adaptation is offered 

as a supplement to the broader macro-analysis. In this case, migrant 

adaptation is considered in terms of the migrants* cultural tradition 

and their socio-economic function and position within German society. 

Fourth, an attenpt has been made to demonstrate that host populations 

affect migrant adaptation and, in turn, are affected by the immigrants.

In the Geislingen case, the ethnographic data indicates that the most 

intense prejudice against the guest workers emanates from the German work­

ing class which— instead of projecting their antagonism toward policy 

makers or employers— chose to blame the alien workers for undesirable 

social conditions in Germany, Fifth, brief attention has been given to 

the reverse flows of migrants which have been intensifying since the 

recession and energy crisis beginning in 1973. Although our knowledge 

about the return stage of the migration cycle is incomplete at this time, 

it appears that the presumed positive effects on socio-economic develop-
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ment have not been forthcoming.

In attempting to keep an analytical eye on both general and 

specific conditions related to the European trans-national movements, 

and given the limitations on time and space, important topics and data 

related to the migrations have had to be excluded from this dissertation. 

Considering these omissions, the traditional ethnographer may yeeim for 

more descriptions of individual migrants, migrating units, and specific 

case studies of adaptation. Conversely, the macro-analyst may argue 

that the study has only superficially touched upon the link between 

migration and socio-economic development, particularly as regards devel­

opmental charge in the sending regions. I would like to conclude with 

a brief discussion of the two weaknesses. First, it will be argued 

that anthropologists— while they should not give up entirely their 

valuable ethnographic approach and concentration on individuals— should 

try to analytically lift themselves above the morass of incredible 

detail to place migratory patterns within the larger socio-historical 

context. While migration per se can be studied as an end in itself 

and should be studied as such, it seems at this juncture far more bene­

ficial to carry out migration studies to help understand such general 

societal processes as urbanization, industrialization, modernization, 

colonization, and other socio-economic processes entailing the physical 

movement of populations. Second, and actually a close corollary to the 

above argument, I intend to question the widespread assumption that 

emigration is conducive to economic development; in fact, certain types 

of emigration may assist to preserve the economic status quo and/or 

further depress rural sending regions.
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Migration is not an aberrant condition; it is clearly one aspect 

of on-going demographic change characteristic of the processes and struc­

tures which encomnass the movements. In short, any general theory of 

migration— if such theory is possible— resides with an understanding of 

larger socio-economic forces and systems which generate population move­

ments and not with the migration process itself. The spatial movement 

of human beings (laborers, colonizers, tourists, slaves, etc.) is nor­

mally only one exchange flow among many. Nevertheless, because it in­

volves people and societal institutions and not simply capital, products, 

services, etc. the anthropologist is as vital to a scientific understand­

ing of migration as the economist.

In addition to their micro-migration studies, anthropologists 

should examine the structural linkages which exist between geographical 

regions. In the European case, one "indicator" of regional interdepen­

dence between the industrial "heartland" and the "underdeveloped" 

Mediterranean periphery is an elaborate interchange of goods, capital, 

raw materials, labor services, tourists, wages, etc., all pointing to 

a structural relationship which reaches beyond just migration. Once we 

have shed the nation-state and the village unit as our analytical cate­

gories and considered Europe as a single, interrelated system, many of 

the thorou^dy entrenched beliefs about socio-economic development in 

Europe's poorer regions can be called into serious question. The inter­

change is not, in every respect, mutually beneficial and functionally 

supnortive for all populations in the core and periphery. The exchange 

is, in fact, in some instances an unequal and exploitative one. This 

proposition brings us, finally, around to the problem of the link between
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socio-economic development and migration.

Since the onset of the post-war intra-European migrations, 

there has existed the belief that the export/import of Mediterranean 

laborers was precisely the exchange needed to solve many of Europe’s 

economic ills. Northwestern Europe needed labor for its expanding 

economy and the southern lands suffered ftom widespread unemployment, 

particularly certain regions characterized by stagnant agricultural 

systems. Few argued with the rationality of this belief; labor for 

wages was just what the situation seemed to require. In policy-making 

circles, and later among the general public, it was propagandized that 

Germany needed additional manpower to maintain its phenomenal economic 

growth and that Mediterranean peasants, in turn, would receive employ­

ment and training in industrial skills. Through remittances and sav­

ings, Europe’s poorer nations would gain a part of the continent's 

wealth and strengthen their balance of payments. The greatest benefit, 

however, would accrue to the labor-exporting nations when their migrants 

returned home. The image portrayed was one of a peasaint-turned-Inno­

vator who, upon his return from Europe’s advanced countiies, would offer 

his unenli^tened countrymen the attitudes and skills necessary for the 

advancement of modernization. Thus, not only would remittances and sav­

ings have helped, but the individual returnees would be able to assist 

in lifting their depressed home villages from the present backward state. 

Whatever the nature of the return, whether human or monetary resource, 

proponents of intra-European movements argued that the result was des­

tined to be a positive, beneficial contribution to the labor exporting 

region.
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Unfortxinately, these assumptions overlook one basic fact about 

migration: it is a highly selective process. In the case of Eurone, 

this is even more true since employers request and recruit the tynes 

of workers most beneficial to their economic goals, not for the economic 

advancement of the labor exporting regions of southern Europe or Turkey, 

As we have seen in chapter III, the migrants to Germany tend to be young, 

able-bodied, gainfully ençloyed at the time of emigration and better 

educated and trained than the working class population average out of 

which they are drawn. Through step migration, many nave already had 

urtan-industrial exnerience. Logically, this is precisely the segment 

of the Mediterranean labor force that is most needed at home, not in 

Germany. Their absence from either rural villages or urban-industrial 

centers robs the nation of its most vital work force. In Germany, how­

ever, they do not work in billed positions and most do not learn a 

new trade or receive vocational training. They function as lower class, 

manual and unskilled laborers, but at wages far above what they might 

receive at home. In the meantime, their absence has brou^t changes in 

the rural sectors; villages are depopulated, the elderly and very young 

acquire a geater burden in the agricultural sector, landlords mechanize, 

and agricultural productivity may, in fact, decline, thus further deter­

iorating the rural sector's economy. Moreover, remittances and savings 

are typically channeled off into unproductive, marginal investments or 

squandered on luxury status goods or projects of no economic return. 

Simultaneously, both the populations left at home and those experiencing 

migration will have been exposed to mass manufactured consumer goods 

more intensely than ever before, thus further raising their expectations.
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wants, and. frustrations. As long as migration to northwestern Europe 

is possible emd post-industrial, wages obtainable, the expectations 

and accomplishments do not conflict. When industrial employers no lon­

ger need the Mediterranean work force, however, migrant laborers will 

be directed homeward. Europe, in the mid-seventies, has reached that 

cross-roads. Whether the migreints will be successfully re-integrated, 

whether they will be violent or orderly agents of change, shall be 

known in the not too distant future.
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NOTES

Although discussions on return migration were quite frequent early 
in the 20th century, there are few studies which deal comprehen­
sively with contemporary return migration. Recently, however, 
the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development has pub­
lished a series of reports (e.g., OECD i96?a, 196?b; and Kayser 
1972) concerned with the intra-European case. Other studies con­
cerning the phenomenon elsewhere include Saloutos (1956), Form and 
Rivera (1958)# Appleyard (1962), Hernandez-Alverez (1967), Richmond 
(1968), and Myers and Masnick (1968).

2 It should be observed that homeward migration has increased enor­
mously since I969 and that Yugoslavs, the second largest group now 
in Germany, have been omitted from table 6 .1. From I963 until 1971» 
243,105 Yugoslavs had returned home; over 70,000 returned in 1971 
alone (Btihning 1975*258).
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