








4 . WILLIAM BEDDO AND OTHERS.

CASE OF J. H. BAKER.

The claim of J. H. Baker is for $1,760, on account of depredations al-
leged to have been committed by Kiowa Indians. This claimant is a
resident of Palo Pinto County, Texas, and claims indemnity for a Span-
ish horse, valued at $60, clothing and blankets, and injury done to work-
oxen, $108, gold stolen to the amount of $42, and consequential damages
to the amount of $1,500.

The circumstances under which this claim arose are as follows :

This claimant was one of a party who were attacked by the Indians
while on their way to Kansas with a drove of cattle. The evidence
shows that on the 9th day of July, 1870, when at a place called Victo-
ria Park, in Montague County, Texas, a party of Kiowas, under the
chief Kicking Bird, attacked the party, stampeded their cattle, and
took one Spanish horse and one mule, and hamstrung one yoke of
oxen.

The Department deem the evidence sufficient to sustain the claim for
the horse and mule, and have allowed the sum of $110 for both, and
have disallowed all the other claims, $1,500 of which is for consequen-
tial damages, and the evidence not being satisfactory as to the loss of
gold, clothing, and blankets, &c., the claim for these items is disal-
lowed.

CASE OF J. G. HALSELL,

The claim of J. G. Halsell is for $24,860, for the loss of 49 horses and
1,500 head of cattle taken from the claimant by the Comanche and
Kiowa Indians, as follows: February 7,1872, 15 American horses, val-
ued by the claimant, at $140 each; on September 17, 1873, 11 Ameri-
can horses, valued by the claimant, at $140 each; October 8, 1873, 4
American horses, valued at $140 each; October 26, 1873, 10 American
horses, valued at $140 each ; and same date, 1,500 head of cattle, valued
at §12 per head ; November 2, 1873, 5 American horses, valued at $140
each ; and on March 2, 1874,4 American horses, valued at $140 each,
making a total of $24,860.

The evidence shows that this stock was taken from the tanch of the
claimant, in Clay County, in the State of Texas, at the times above
stated ; that it was properly herded and cared for; that at the time the
cattle were taken the Indians stampeded and drove off the entire herd,
numbering 2,500, and at that time they took 10 of the horses and killed
one of the herders; that the Indians were pursued and 1,000 head of the
cattle were recovered. The testimony shows that the horses were of a
superior kind, ““American breed,” and that the cattle were what areknown
as “mixed cattle.”

The Department has reported that the evidence fully sustains the
claim, so far as the number of horses and cattle is concerned, but think
that the value placed on both is too high, and have allowed the claimant
$125 each for the horses, and $9 per head for the cattle, aggregating the
sum of $19,625.

CASE OF JAMES MARTIN & BROTHERS.

This claim is for $3,160, for depredations alleged to have been com-
mitted by the Comanchg Indians, in Llano County, Texas, at five differ-
ent times, as follows:

The first, on the 20th of August, 1869, when the claimant was living
at Cedar Mountain, in said county; the Comanches took from him 15
horses, valued at $75 each; the second was in December, 1870, when
















