


2 APPROPRIATIONS FOR SIOUX INDIANS.

ities to the Government will soon very far exceed the small amount now
asked for, and which, if granted, it is believed will certainly prevent the
occurrences to which I have alluded.
I desire, therefore, as earnestly as I may consistently with propriety,
to urge upon the attention of Congress the request herein contained.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. DELANO,
Secretary.

Hon. JAMES G. BLAINE,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
Washington, D. C., February 10, 1873.

Sir: I have the honor to submit herewith a statement showing the
appropriations and disbursements, in gross, that have been made annu-
ally for and on account of subsisting the Sioux Indians, under treaty
made with that tribe April 29, 1868.

It will be seen from such statement that the entire amonnt appropri-
ated has been expended, and that, consequently, there are no funds now
at the disposal of the Department to purchase subsistence for said In-
dians for the remainder of the present fiscal year. The causes which
have led to this deficiency, briefly stated, are as follows: It will be
scen by the inclosed statement that in the first appropriation made for
subsisting said Indians there was an actual deficiency of $168,125.64,
and in the second appropriation a further deficiency of $57,531.45,
making in all $225,657.09. After deducting this amount of $225,657.09
from the last appropriation, $1,314,000, there was left for the present
fiscal year only the sum of $1,088,342.91. There has also been a large
increase over last year in the number of Indians who are being fed at
the Whetstone and Red Cloud agencies. The number fed during the
last fiscal year at the Whetstone agency was never greater than about
5,000, while there are now not less than 10,000 being subsisted at that
place. This increase is doubtless made up of individuals and bands
that have been heretofore moreor less with what are known as the ¢ hostile
Sioux.” At the Red Cloud agency the number is also materially increased
by reason of the northern Arapahoes and Cheyennes to the number of
about 2,100 having come into that agency. The Yankton band of Sioux
and the Poncas—neither of which tribes is a party to the Sioux treaty—
have also been subsisted from the subsistence-fund of the Sioux, as was
contemplated by the Indian appropriation act of May 29, 1872.

There will be required for the subsistence of the Sicux, including the
Yankton band and the Poncas, up to the 30th of June next, as near as
the same can be estimated, not less than $350,000; and as it cannot be
expected that the contractors for furnishing supplies for these Indians
should deliver any further stores without an assurance that they will
receive pay for the same within a reasonable time, and as the only way
to keep the Indians quiet and at their respective agencies is to feed
them, which ecannot be done unless an additional appropriation shall be
made by Congress for that purpose, I have caused to be prepared, and
inclose herewith, an estimate of a deficiency in the appropriation for the
subsistence of the Sioux Indians until June 30, 1873, amounting to







