


























10 TELEGRAPH COMMISSION.

companies. The case finally reached the Supreme Court of the United
States, and a decision was rendered by the Supreme Court in the Octo-
ber term of 1878, which is set forth at length in the United States Su-
preme Court Reports, volume No. 96, page 1, where the court took the
broad ground that no State could legislate so as to prevent interstate
commerce, which telegraphic communication was decided to be.

Another great obstacle to the successful development of cheap teleg-
raphy in this country lay in the fact that in 1868 Congress passed a
bill, approved the 19th day of March, 1868, intended to confer an hon-
orable recognition upon Charles G. Page for an alleged invention known
as his ¢ induetion-coil apparatus and circuit-breaker,” which invention
had been recognized by the Government of France as in one of herown
citizens. The ¢ Page patent,” so called, was issued in such terms as to
make it - possible to distort it from its original intent under the act of
Congress to a revival of the claims under the Morse patent, which
latter, after an extension by Congress, had finally expired in 1865.

In 1869 the Western Union Telegraph Company saw its opportunity
to secure control of the ¢“Page patent,” and had it reissued October 11,
1871, so that in more specific terms it should revive the invention of
Professor Morse, and under this claim the Western Union Telegraph
Company has undertaken since then to monopolize the telegraph busi-
ness by declaration and elaim of right and by anmnoying litigation
against all telegraph companies and various railroad companies using
the ordinary telegraph instrument, in case they should combine to con-
#titute a telegraph company in epposition to the Western Union Tele-
graph Company.

The most active contest was made by the Western Union Telegraph
Company against the American Union Telegraph Company, and the
defense set up was so conclusive that it was not pressed to final decree,
but was ¢he of the agencies used to bring about the alleged consolida-
tion of the Western Union Telegraph Company with the American
Union Telegraph Company in 1881, before referred to.

As soon as this attempted consolidation had taken place other organi-
zations were incorporated to occupy the field of opposition, especially
the Mutual Union Telegraph Company, which, during 1881 and 1882,
has erected some 40,000 miles of wire, reaching various points in New
England and points north of the Ohio and Potomnac Rivers and east of
the Mississippi. Also, the American Rapid Telegraph Company and
Postal Telegraph Company.

No sooner had these companies organized than the Western Union
Telegraph Company immediately entered suit, with claims of absolute
right to the ¢ Page patent,” and such litigations are now pending, al-
though not as yet pressed to trial.

The Mutual Union Telegraph Company having been subjected to
litigations in the interest of the Western Union Telegraph Company,
has finally succumbed, and on Saturday, February 10, 1883, there was
an alleged lease of the Mutual Union Telegraph Company by the West-
ern Union Telegraph Company.

The principal opposition company now remaining which promises
any permanency is being developed by the Baltimore and Jhio Rail-
road Company.

These various opposition companies that have existed from 1866 to
the present time, whilst finally absorbed by the Western Union Tele-
graph Company, have been the means of greatly reducing the cost of
telegraphic communication to thie government, the people, and the
press. Notwithstanding this, the Western Union Telegraph Company










