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period from all sources, together with a statement as to the financial
condition of the Indians at the Kiowa Agency in Oklahoma.

Very respectfully, :
C. N. BLiss, Secretary.
The PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES SENATE.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
Washington, January 19, 1899.

Sir: This office is in receipt, by your reference for early report, of
the following resolution of the Senate, adopted January 13, 1899:

Lesolved, That the Secretary of the Interior is hereby directed to furnish the Sen-
ate with information as to the condition and character of the Kiowa, Comanche,
and Apache Indian Reservation, especially with reference to its being adapted to
agriculture; also the capacity of the ludians upon the reservation with reference to
the probability that they can or will, if allotments are made to them in severalty,
sustain themselves by agriculture; and also any information bearing upon the assent
of said Indians to the agreement for the allotment of lands and the ceding of the
unallotted lands in said reservation made October sixth, eighteenr hundred and
ninety-two.

The Kiowa Reservation contains 2,968,893 acres. There are no relia-
ble statistics in this office as to the quantity of land suitable for agri-
culture. The Cherokee Commission reported that about 2,150,000 acres
was represented as above the average for farming and grazing pur-
poses, but did not give the proportion of each.

The bottom lands in the valleys are known to be valuable for farm-
ing, although crops are uncertain owing to the dry seasons which
frequently occur. i

There is nothing in this office by which the quantity of land in these
valleys can be estimated.

In his annual report for 1897, Capt. I. D, Baldwin, then acting agent,
said:

There has been an increased acreage under cultivation by the Indians over that of
Jast season, which, with the abundant rainfall, has placed these people beyond a
chance of want or hunger during the coming winter, besides having something to
put on the market. * * = Such a favorable season as this has not been realized
for several years, and could not be looked for, judging from the past, more often
than once in six or seven years.

He further says:

Stock.—Nothing has been done by these people this season that has demonstrated
so fully that this industry is the one that mnst be fostered and encouraged as the
successes of the year and the growing interest of the Indiun in caring for his stock.

From all that can be learned I am of the opinion that there is not a
sufficient quantity of agricultural or grain-growing land to give each
Indian 80 acres. For this reason and the unfavorable climate, I very
much doubt the ability of these Indians to sustain themselves by agri-
culture alone. Stock raising would seem to be much better adapted to
the character of the land and the climate. Eighty acres each, how-
ever, would not enable them to engage in this business to any extent.

‘With regard to information bearing upon the assent of these Indians
to the agreement of October 6, 1892, 1 have the honor to state that sev-
eral communications have been received in this office since that date
alleging that the agreement was secured by misrepresentations, and
that it did not express the wishes of the Indians.
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and daily intercourse with these Indians. They are anxious to settle themselves,
and are rapidly building houses, fencing, and plowing lands, and if allowed suffi-
cient time they will be able to endure the opening of thesec lands to settlement with
benefit to themselves; but it is the opinion of such of their true friends as are in a
position to judge that, if these lands are opened to settlement any time in the immnie-
diate future, these Indians will be converted from a people having a prospect of
a useful and happy future into a band of miserable and degraded beggars.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. L. Scorr,
First Licutenant, Cavalry, Commanding Troop L.
The SECRETARY OF WAR,
Washington, D. C.
(Through the military channels.)

[First indorsement. ]

O¥FICE OF THE PosT COMMANDER,
Fort Sill, Okla., May 29, 1893.

Respectfully forwarded to the assistant adjutant-general, headquarters Department
of the Missouri. Lieutenant Scott’s familiarity with mattersrelating to Indian affairs
generally, and to the Kiowa and Comanche tribes in particular, as also his well-known
ability and integrity as an officer, rencler any report of this kind made by him worthy
of the most eareful consideration.

I concur in his recommendations relating to the opening up for settlement of these
Indian lands, and request that an inspector be sent to investigate and report upon
the frauds alleged in the inclosed petition.

M. BryanT,
Colonel Thirteenth Infantry, Commanding Post.

[Second indorsement.]

HEAQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF TIIE MISSOURI,
Chicago, June 1, 1893.

Respectfully forwarded to the Adjutant-General of the Army.

I recommend that all action looking toward the opening of the lands of these
Indians to settlemient be suspended until the matters complained of can be fully
investigated, and that if the allegations herein of traud, misrepresentation, and
injustice to the Indians be found true the so-called treaty for the opening of their
lands be annulled.

NuLsoN A. MILES,
Major-General, Commanding.
| Third indorsement. ]

ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S OFFICE, June 9, 1893.
Respectfully submitted to the Seeretary of War.
R. WirLians, .idjutant-General.

[Fourtl indorsement.]

WaRr DEPARTMENT, June 16, 1893.
Respectfully referred to the Major-General Commanding the Army, with request
for his views.
L. A. GRANT,
Assistant Secretary of War.
[Fifth indorsement.]

HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY,
IFashington, June 19, 1893.
Respectfully returned to the Assistant Secretary of War, with the rccommenda-
tion that this petition be submitted to the President for his personal consideration.
I know nothing of the merits of the question, but it seems to me fully worthy of
the most careful investigation before further action is taken toward the opening of
these Indian lands to settlement. ’
J. M. SCHOFIELD,
Major-General, Commanding.
[Sixth indorsement. ]

‘WAR DEPARTMRNT, June 26, 1893.
Respectfully transmitted to the honorable the Secretary of the Interior.

DaNIEL S. LAMONT,
Secretary of War.
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ful contradiction. I am sure that nothing but apathy and indifference of ¢‘the
powers that be” have prevented the righting of this infamous outrage which was
consummated through bribery, nusrepresentatlon and fraud.

My dear sir, I have tricd time and again to bring these matters to the attention of
those who had the power to right the wrong; but alas, without avail.

The appeals, the protests, the petitions “have elicited 1o response.  They have
apparently fallen upon ears as deaf as a statue. Though I have often despaired of
justice to these Indians, thongh I have been almost forced to accept the belief—the
popular beiief—that the fiat of fate has doomed them to spoliation and destruction,
vet I have felt and hoped that somehow your association might, in the plenitude of
its power and influence, stay the cruel blow yet a little while; and if there could be
no such boon as mercy for these Indians, your association might be the means of
preventing an absolute denial of justice to themn.

Cowing now to the matter in question, I will say that from earnest, honest, and
pecuniarily disinterested witnesses such as Lieutenant Scott and others, I believe
that the agreement with the Kiowas, Comanches, and Apaches was accomplished
through threats, cajolery, misrepresentation, and possibly bribery. I believe Mr.
Mooney knows whereot he speaks. Lieutenant Scott was so thoroughly informed in
regard to the situation that in May 11, 1893, he sent, through the military channels
to the President, a petition signed by leading Indians, protesting against the
so-called a(rreement I take the liberty of sending you a copy of the body of the
original. You can copy this and please return the orlgmal to me. I do not know
that 1 have a right to use it in this way, but do so in the belief and with the hope
that you may be »able to do something in Dehalf of this people, in this their hour of
distress. In July last a general council was called to consider the protest which
had been referred to the a,uent Captain Brown, U. 8. A.,and the venela,l council
almost unanimously sustained the protest by a rising vote.

I assure you, my dear sir, that I wounld do no mnortal the slightest injustice, but I
have an abiding conviction which I can not suppress that it is my duty to appeal to
and beseech you and your association to do something to stay the despoiler’s hand
and protect these people. I know that at this time the Indian question has waned
in importance in the public mind; but as I have pretty thorough knowledge of the
infamies counected with the sale of the Cheyenne and Arapahoe Reservation; as
there are widespread charges of corruption in connection with the sale, use, and dis-
position of the Chierokee strip, to say nothing of the reputed and generally believed
corruption and rascality known as the ‘“ Choctaw steal,” of which it seems ¢ attor-
neys” got the princely fec of about three-quarters of a million, and as a cloud of
odium hangs over the ‘“ deal” with the Kiowas, Comanches, and Apaches, I am con-
strained in response to your letter to urge that ‘“no stone be left unturned ” by your
honorable and philanthropic association to cause a general overhauling and thorough
investigation by the highest possible authority, comnposed of earnest, honest, and
competeut men, of all the transactions connected with the sale, ete., of these reser-
vations. Let the history be given—black and damning though it mav be—and the
wrongs be righted as far as possible before it is forever too late.

Though this is o private letter, you are at liberty to use it in your discretion in the
interests of truth and justice.

Very respeetiully, your obedient servant,
J. M. LEE.

Mr. HERBERT WELSII,

Secretary Indian Rights Association, Philadelphia.

CHEYENNE AND ARAPAHOE AGENCY,
Darlington, Okla., October 17, 1893.
Mr. HERBERT WELSII:

I wrote to you to ask you if your association can not take some active steps to
prevent the ratification of this present Congress of the late ‘“Agreement’” with the
Comanches, Kiowas, and Apaches, for the sale of their reservation. I believe it
can be proven that this agreement was procured by threats, bribery, and deception
and is utterly contrary to the wishes and understanding of the majority of the
Indians concerned, and that if consninmated it will work their speedy destruction.
Further, I believe it can be established that the same methods were nsed to procure
the agreements made about the same time with the Cheyenne and Arapahoes, with
the Kickapoos, and probably with others. If your association will send men down
to investigate, I believe they can get all the sworn testimony necessary to prove the
case. The need is urgent and 1mmed1ate, as boomer organizations are already made
up in all the 1mp01tant border towns of Texas, Oklahoma, and Kansas, and resolu-
tions calling for immediate ratification are already before Congress. Ask your con-
gressional friends to postpone action until investigation can be made.
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-We hope that the old men will advise the young men after they hear what the Gov-
ernment wants them to do in the right way, because it is likely to affeet the Indians
more than anything else that can grow out of the conditions that surround the
Indians.

Some twenty-four years ago up at Medicine Lndge some of these very same
Indians took part in a treaty with the Government, the treaty, a copy of which the
old gentlemen presented herc. For all time before that treaty was made and for
some time thereafter the Indians’ mode of living was different from the white man’s
way of getting a living. At that time there were less than one-half the number of
white people that there is now in this country. The number of Indians has not
changed much since that time; then the white people largely lived in the eastern
part of the country and the ‘Indians in the western part of the country. The
Indians’ way of living was different even then from what it is now ; they could get
out any day and find game running around wild. Then an Indian did not need to
go hungry unless he was lazy and would not work. The Indians supposed then,
and most of the white people did the same thing, that that state of things would
continue right along. But in about ten years after you made that treaty at Medi-
cine Lodge the buffalo was gone, the game was gone, you had nothing that you
could go out and kill at pleasure.  When these large animals, the deer and the buf-
falo, left the country or were killed, then the Indian came to this condition that he
must either work or go hungry. - He had not theu learned to get his living like
white people do. Now the Government to be good to the Indians issued them food,
and has been issuing them food ever since.

The Government issued this food to the Indians as a father or mother gets food
for the little children—Dbecause they can not get it themselves. The Governinent
expected that by and by the Indians would Tearn to get their living just as the
white men do when the children grow np and do not need their father and mother.
The great conncil, the Congress of the United States at Washington, that make the
laws and prescribe the rules that govern the Indians, have been thinking about the
Indians for a great many yecars and thinking about how they can put in position
where they can make a living for themselves without the help of the Government.
What the Great I'ather told these commissioners to tell you is that you are fast
becoming men able to take care of yourselves, and that the time that the Govern-
ment furnishes you food and clothing is drawing to an end.

After having thonght of these matters a great many years at Washington they
have adopted a plan for all the Indians that are in the country, and that is what we
are here to tcll you about.

The plan that the Government at Washington has laid out for the Indians is that
you should have your homes, have your own liomes, yonr own reservation, and that
you should have tields and cattle; and it will put you in a way that you can c¢ulti-
vate those fields and raise cattle and moke yourselves independent. If the Indians
will do what the Great I'ather wants them to do, and do their part well, it will
result in your having plenty of food and clothing; and instead of having, as you
sometimes do, only one meal a day, you will have three meals a day and have plenty
of clothing and things that will make yon comfortable through the winter. Instead
of having to wait for an issue of beet cvery two weeks you can go out and kill a
Deef of your own and have a feast every day if you please. I told you a little while
ago that for twenty-four years the Indians had increased very little if any in num-
bers. Now, if yon follow the plan that we have told you about you will not have
your babies die from cold, but you will have them grow up good, strong, healthy
men and women, instead of putting them in the ground.

The Indian himself can not do all these things by himself; he must have some help
from the Government to do it. The plan, in a few words, is this: That every Indian
on the reservation, every man, womau, and child, shall have ample land set off’ for
a home that can never be taken away trom him, that they can live on and cultivate
forever. In selecting thesc homes and setting them apart to you, your children and
yourselves will always have as much laud as they can use, even it they get ten times
a8 many as you have now, and I do not think that time will ever come. These
homes are to be selected from the best lands in the reservation, to the end that you
may make a living in the best of this most fruitful conntry. You should make your
own selections, each for yourself and your wife and your children—take the very
best lands you can find.

When you have selected thesc homes you will still have a great deal more left
that you can not use for your homes. When this great reservation was selected and
set off to you in a treaty we have spoken of, it was nccessary for you to have a
very large reservation, but that is now changed; you can not nse but a very small
part of it now. It must be put to other uses. When the boundaries of this reser-
vation were made in 1868, as I said to you a little while ago, the white people
occupied the land to the east. Now you have an opportunity to sell to the Great
Father all the land that you can not use for homes for his white children.

You can use the money in fixing up your homes and live in comfort such as you
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to say a word to you about how Indians own their land. An Indian does not own
land or rescrvation like a white man owng his farm; a white man owus a farm, he
can do as he pleases with it, he can sell it to who lie pleases at whatever price he
pleases; he can rent it to any person for any price he pleases, but none of the three
tribes of Indiaus living upon this reservation—not one of them can sell one acre of
this land, or lease it, unless to the United States or with the permission of the ’resi-
dent of the United States to anyone for any purpose. You all kuow that when the
Great IFather says that you can not lease your land to cattlemen for pastures that
you can not do anything without the Great I'ather says you may. Someone told
me since 1 have been here that you thought that you only had a 11611'5 to this land
for five years more, or until a lapso of thnty years from the m.le_m of the Medicine
Lodge treaty. Now that is not true. The Comanches, Kiowas, and Apaches will
have. just the same right here after five years that they Lave now; they canlive here
forever. I tell you this for the commission, sothat none of you may be deceived as to
what yourrights are, that you may know what all your rights are before youexchange
any ol your rights with the Government, as we propose now.

Now it sometimes happens that all sorts of men, white and red, give the Indians
advice that is not good advice or tell them about their affairs thlnuq that are not
true. Now if you listen to such advice you may make up your minds before you
really know what the Government wants you to do, but the right way to do, and
what we ask yon to do, is not to make up your minds what you want to do until you
have heard what the Great Father wants you to do. It will take the commission a
long time to explain in full what it is that the Government wants you to do, and it
will take a long time for the Indians to understaud what it is that the Government
wants them to do. Now to get this understanding we will talk to you, read to you
from the treaties, from books made by Corngress anythmg that we think or that you
may think belongs to this question, and we will listen to any question that you may
ask and answer it for yon. Ifwe make an agreement or treaty, we will not goaway
until every Indian on the reservation that wants to linows everything that is in it.
And if we don’t make a trade or a treaty, we will stay here till we make every Indian
on the reservation understand what the Government wauts done. And if we make
a trade, we will not take the treaty away with us to send hack printed copies, but
we will give each chief a copy, that he may have it read any day in the year. Now,
Governor Jerome and Judge Wilson have told you more in detail what we want you
to do.

Now we will leave it to the Indians, if they have any expression to make upon
what we have said; we will listen to them., That is, we would be pleased to have
the Indians ask us any questions about things they do not understand so we may
explain it to then.

Mr. JErROME. We do not expect the Indians to say now that they will do such a
thing or won’t; we do not expect them to say that until they get all the facts before
them. This is a very important watter to the Indians, and they shonld consider
carefully hefore they say theyv will do it. We do not want to shut any Indian off
from what he wants to say, hbut we want to tallk business. If there has been any
. statement made here to-day that they do not understand, if they will ask about it
we will tell thewm, so there may be no mistake about it.

TABANACA ((Jom.mche) I have been to Washington and reccived advice in regard
to building houses and making farms. There are a great many people at wulk at
that now; Took more to the interestof the yvoung meu than to my own, and will abide
Dby their decision. Ido not think that this trade cau be ‘wcnmphbhed soon. Ithink
that there will be no failure made, but I have not got the ruling. The Kiowas and
Apaches will talk to their people and tell them ‘what they tth Lone Wolf is
with me.

QUANNA PARKER (Comanche). I have talked to my people like this: Do not go at
this thing like you were riding a swift horse, but hold up a little. I am like yonu,
but not think before you hear; do not go into this thing recklessly. Ifor some time
I have heard of the commission and I have been expecting you. To-day is the fivst.
opportunity that I have had to speak to youn, and I am glad to meet you. Three
months ago I and my two friends, Lone Wolf and White Mau, were on a visit to Wash-
ington and saw the Commissioner Morgan and talked with him about this husiness.
I went into the Commissioner’s oftice, and, after making my wishes known, the Com-
missionertold me: Yousay youcomehereandsay youdon’t want tomake this—making
a treaty concerning your conuntry—until the expiration of the Medicine Lodge treaty.
This is your desire, but there will be three men out to sec you. They may want to
buy the land. lhey have not got any money, but want tohuy it with month-shoot.
You talk to them as you have talked to me, and do not be afraid to say what you
think to them. Iam willing now that some of the ofher people have advanced ideas.
To say to the people that the country should be opened now is too quick; but now I
want to know how much will be paid for one acre, what the terms will be, and when
it will be paid.

Mr. JEROME. We will tell him that by and by.
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dians every year under the treaty. The food, the rations, do not depend upon the
treaty at all, but whether Congress will make the appropriation every ycar. The
Government will continne on and fill the conditions of the treaty for five years
whether you sell the land or not. It does not make any difterence. Now, while this
is true, what the Indians get in the way of rations or beef, if Congress should not
make the appropriation next ycar, you would not get any, because it is not in the
treaty. If there is any doubt in the mind of any Indian as to what they get under
the treaty, let us settle that matter by itself so that there will be no dispute about it.

When you go by yourselves, it anybody tells any Indian that the Government
promised in that treaty to give you food rations, bring that person right lere to the
commissioners and we will settle the matter by reading every word in the treaty.
If what these commissioners have told you about your treaty rights are continuous,
and the rations are not in the provisions of the treaty at all, it does not change your
condition at all. It isallimportant before we get our minds together, that you know
what your treaty rights are and what yon may expect of the Government. If when
you go by yourselves yon have any doubts about what is in the treaty, bring your
friends, the white men that you know, and read the treaty. When we agree as to
what the facts are then perhaps our minds will come together in the future. The
cominissioners would be very sorry to have any of you go home. We waut every
man here to settle this matter in a business way, but if you must go home we can
not help it and will not try to stop you. There are two things that when we come
together we want to talk about, whether you want corn-growing land, and whether
we understand the treaty alike. The commission has rcached the conclusion that
we will now adjourn, but leave it to yon whether you will come back this afternoon
or wait until to-morrow morning.

Council adjourned until to-morrow morning.

SEPTEMBER 27, 1892.

Mr. JEROME. When we quit talking last night we were talking about the Medicine
Lodge treaty. The comuission had been told that many of you were in crror about
what was contained in that treaty, and because we understood that you were in
error we told you what the treaty contained. We also told you that it you did not
understand it then to ask questions about it aud this commission would explain it
this morning. The only thing of importance in your mind was whether your right
to the land expires with the treaty and whether the beef was in the treaty.

We told you that the relations that you bear to the land would not be atfected by
the expiration of the treaty, but that the rations stop at any time that Congress
ceases to make appropriation for them. Tlhey did not depend on the treaty. With
that understanding of the trcaty rights of the Indians there is no reason wly you
should wait three or five years for taking allotments if yon want to dispose of the
surplus lands. Whenever the Indians have said all they want about the old treaty
or their rights under it, or if they do not want to say anything about it, the commis-
sion is ready to tell you what the Government wants you todo. Understand me now
if the Indians have nothing more to say about the old treaty, then the commission is
ready to tell yon what the Government wants you to do and what it will do for yomu.
I now ask the Indians if they have anything more to ask the commission about the
old treaty.

STUMBLING BEAR (Kiowa). My friends, all of you about my age. I am glad to see
you this morning, and will have something to say to you. This council is different
from the councils that we used to have with the agent, and the records will show
that I have never made a bad talk. 1 have been fortunate in keeping my health,
and have reached an old age. I ask the commission to respect my words.

Since I came down here and saw the members of the commission I felt that they
were my friends, and that made my heart glad.

Perhaps the Great Father at Washington sent you here to do some work for me.
Now, since having met here, when night comes I will lie down and think about the
commission and my country, and I do not get any rest. I am an old man, and my .
life is short, but I am looking for those that may comeafter me. When I wasa young
man a commission was sent by the Great Father at Washington to treat with the
Kiowas and Comanches. I was present at the Medicine Lodge treaty. I listened to
all that was said, and I signed the treaty. In that council the commission told the
Kiowas and Comanches that they were to be furnished with certain articles for
thirty years; that they were to live upon this reservation for thirty years. After
that all the Kiowas and Comanches camre upon this reservation and have lived there
ever since; but because they were not very much enlightened they could not follow
very well in the road the Great I'ather set for them. We have got tolive under this
treaty for five years, and that, I thought, would be better it the Great Father at
Washiugton would send a commission down here four years from now; but this
. Good Father had thought best to send this present commission to this place to tell us
.about selling our country to the Government. My wish is that the Government
would wait until four years from now.
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us so far, I am in favor of it. There are a great many obstacles in my road in this
country to prevent my prosperity.

Many white people associated with the Comanches are great people to give them
advice. If they would all comne to one conclusion—to take the lands in allotment
and scll the surplus—I think they would all be satistied. I have taken the hand of
the white maun and still Lold it; I have never been punished by any military or
marshals for bad conduet. 'That talk is for mmy friends the Kiowas. Many of them
have not lived as I have, and we difter in our way of living. I have never been
punished. Some may not have anything to do but ride around and play cards. If
Ihad been punished for bad conduet I would be ashamed to stand up and talk.
‘While we have a big country to roam around over, if they are disposed to make
trouble there is a great opportunity to do so. If every one takes his land the young
men would not be in trouble much.

Some years ago I and my people made a lease of our lands for grazing purposes
with Jack and Quanna. After the leascs were made it was not fulfilled, but was
broken before the time was up.

After the lease was broken I moved inside of the fence with some of my children
and made four different corntields inside of this wire. After I did this I made the
fact known to the agent.

The agent seemed to have forgotten about my locating this place and went to
Washington. I raised my crop and stayed there until spring. I was well satisfied
and looked over in the direction of the agent. After a while some word came to
me from the agent.

I found that I was wound up in another lease; that the land was leased again.
Quanna came and told e to be quiet, and I conzluded that it would be bad policy to
remain among the cattle, for they would eat up what I had. Then I concluded I
would talk to somne of them. Quarna said that very likely the Commissioner would
send some instruetions to me. Some of the cattlemen said, I will make your field
good for one day. They told me that the land would not hemoved; that the farm
wonld stay there, and after the lease was stopped I could come back. So I left there,
and my children are still hauling the corn out on the prairie. These things make
me think I am glad to sec you and make this other arrangement with you that you
speak of. I think it would be lLetter to own the land independent. I think if I
had not given the instructions of the I’resident atteution I would not have been
here to-day. For these reasons, when I hear I listen, and when I hear things that
suit I want to do it. I do not think anybody clse’s advice would be good for me.
My constituents are bracing me to make this talk. I donot know of any other thing
that I could bring up to take the place of this proposition, the opportunity to make
this trade, or of anything that would be as good. I feel like shouting for joy at the
chance to make this trade.

WhIiTE EAGLE (Comanche). You are sitting here talking to the people. I have
been in the midst of them listening. You have the undmstaudmm of the Congress
and the (Government. The agent and some of our people treqnently go and visit the
Great Father and get advice. The commission has said that anything that we did
not understand we were welcome to ask about, and you have told us a portion of
what you want to say to-day. We have a father located with us (the agent) that
does for us and tells us what to do, and it has been this way for some tlme, and this
way is a good thing.

Quanna has thmgs as it were, written on his tongue. What he learns from the
Government he writes on his tongue, and we learn from him. He has a good deal of
anythings brought on him as it were false. You have said here the old Indian way
of living was that way, and your present condition of living is this way, and that youn
proposed to tell us everything and let us act without beiug blind in any way. At
this Medicine Lodge treaty that some have spoken of, I was not present, but i heard
about it. I did not see the treaty made, but I heard it-and have some idea of it. If
I make a mistake excuse me, it is from ignorance. In making these propositions
about the lund I ask you not to be in a hurry; it is a certain length of time Dbetore
we will be prepared for this change, and then you can come and call us into council
and place us in this condition. A place that was to be pointed out by another, it
might be well for the person who was to have possession of this place to see it. So
I want to know abont the parts of this business. I want to know whether you
have a copy of the treaty with you.

Mr. JEROME. Yes, sir.

WHITE EAGLE (Comanche). That is the foundation of my speech.

The time is not up yet. I amn a boy and you are my fathers and I ask you to wait
until this timeisout. Then when this time isont some of our folks should goto Wash-
ington and make a new talk. We have talked with prominent men on this subject
and we are led to believe that this is the best way todo, live under this treaty until it
expires and then have the Government make a new road for us. When this good
road that we are traveling is nearly to the end we want the Great Father to point out
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not have anything to do with it. If Congress says it is a good trade, then it appro-
priates the money to pay the Indians what is in the contract. Then it goes back to
the Secretary of the Interior, and he appoints allotting agents to go upon the ground
with the Indians when they pick out their homes.

To pick out 3,000 homes that they will occupy will take one-half a year to a year
after the agents get here.

So you-sec for all these difterent things to be done it will take almost the five years
before it is done. It will take a good while, anyway. This brings us down to
another very important part of this trade. After these homes are selected and you
know how many it takes, you will have a great deal of this land that you do not
know what to do with. If nothing is done with it, it does you no good. You can
not eat the land. If one Indian owned all this land he would starve if he could not
do anything with it. It does the Indian no good if he can not use it. And when
you have taken your homes you have more land than all the Indians can use.

QUANNA PARKER (Comanche). You do not seem to understand. A good many are
opposed to making any trade for four years and you seem trying to press a sale on
them. We know that the Medicine Lodge treaty will run ont and that the annuities
will run out, but the land will be good. The Medicine Lodge treaty gives us 320
acres to the head of" a family; you have not told us how much land you propose for
one Indian to have nor how much for one acre.

Mr. JEROME. I told you that we were ready to read the paper when you got
through talking about the Medicine Lodge treaty. That has nothing to do with any
trade. When the allotments are made each Indian will have a home; he may not
have a house and a fence, but he will have a home. For your claim to this surplus
land the Government will give you a large sum of money, with which you can build
your houses, fence your homes, and be better off than you have ever been in your
life. That is about all there is of it, Judge Sayre will read what we propose.

Mr. SAYRE. As Quanna said, the Medicine lodge treaty says that every man that
is the head of a family may take 320 acres of land if he desires to farm it, but
it also provides that it shall only be his so long as he farms it. If he takes 320
acres, as the head of a family, he can not lease it; he must farm it himself. That
means that a man who lhas a wife and children may take 320 acres of land—it is
nothing for the wife, nothing for the children, only 320 acres for the head of the fam-
ily. The Medicine Lodge treaty also provides that any person who wants a farm
that is not the head of the family shall have only 80 acres. Now we have concluded
in our proposition that we make to you to do better than the treaty does by the
Indians. We propose, and have written it down in this paper, to set apart to every
Indian, every man, every woman, and every child 160 acres of land. Now, 160 acres
of land is just half much as 320 acres that the head of a family gets under the Med-
icine Lodge treaty, and 160 acres is just twice as much as any Indian who is not the
head of a tfamily would get under the Medicine Lodge treaty. Under the Medicine
Lodge treaty the head of a family would get 320 acres, and under our proposition a
man and his wife would get just as much, and a man and his wife and one child
would get 160 acres more, and a man and his wife and two children would get twice
as much, An ordinary-sized family of a man and his wife and three children would
take two and one-half times as much as they would get under the Medicine Lodge
treaty.

Under the Medicine Lodge treaty you could hold your land as long as you culti-
vate it. Under our proposition you can hold it forever if you do not sell it. Under
the Medicine Lodge treaty you must cultivate the land yourself. Under our proposi-
tion you can rent a great part of it. We propose to give to every woman, every child
a farm, as well as to every man. And as an old man or a woman can not work, we
propose that they may rent it for money or a part of the erop. Now, thesc allot-
ments may be taken in any part of the reservation that the Indian pleases, except
on the military, or agency, or school reservations and sections 16 and 36, which will
be kept by the Government and sold for school purposes. You may select this land
yourselves, one-half grain-growing land and a half grazing land in one or two or
three or four pieces. Yom can take 160 acres in two 80-acre pieces or four 40-acre
tracts. By this arrangement the Kiowas and Comanches and Apaches would take
most of the good, the best, land in the Territory, and leave the rocks and hills and
hollows for the Government. You take the best land and the Government takes the
poor. As I said a while ago, a man and his wife and three children get 800 acres of
land, and I do not believe that there is an Indian on this reservation that can farm
more than 160 acres of land. That would leave 640 acres of land, or one mile square,
that you could rent.

My opinion is that, to white men, this 640 acres of land could be leased for 50 cents
per acre, or $320 for each family {rom leased land alone. Now, the way that the Gov-
ernment gets money to pay the expenses ot the Government, they levy taxes upon
white people that own land; but we propose, under this agreement, that the land of
the Indian shall not be taxed for any purpose whatever for twenty-tive long years.

S. Doe, 77 2
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are on now. Because we were unable to hear these men speak last night, we will
give them an opportunity to be heard now.

Loxnse Worr (Kiowa). Therepresentatives of the Government have been with ns a
few days, and have told us of the good intentions of the Government; and they have
made the intentions of the Government so plain to us that each Indian present this
afternoon understands every word of it. 'This matter of selling their lands to the
Government, the surplus lands, is a matter of great importance to these Indians.
The representatives of the Government are desirous of making this trade with the
Indians that are here this afternoon, and they are making their desires known to the
commissioners. The three representatives of the Government that are here this
afternoon told us that they would like to buy our surplus lands, and if Congress
was willing to pay they would give us a liberal sum. After council yesterday the
three tribes have been together in council, and agreed that they were not sufficiently
educated and trained to work, and were like babies, unable to work by themselves
and do for themselves. This morning the three tribes got together and had a council,
a little talk among themselves about what was said yesterday, and they said that
the chiefs of the three tribes that signed the Medicine Lodge treaty were all dead
but two, Howear and Stumbling Bear, and that the road their fathers made for
them was a good road, but they were almost at the end of it, at their destination.
And now the Great Father had sent three of his good men to talk to us about their
country.

This commission made us feel uneasy. Being thus made uneasy about our coun-
try we have decided that the road that was made a long time ago is about the best
that we can travel, and because this road was made for us by the Government,
through its representatives, and in the sight of the Great Spirit, that is why we do
not wish to do anything that is disrespectful about the treaty, and in four years from
noew they would be ready to listen to the commissioners that are sent by the Great
Father at Washington.

When the commission was appointed by the President some years ago to treat
with the Kiowas, Comanches, and Apaches about the land, his name you do not
know, Andrew Jackson, and the Secretary, the Great Father sent his agent to make
a good road for us.

This agent came and talked to us and did make a good road. They talked very
good ; they told the Great Spirit that they were not wronging or cheating the Indians.
That is the reason we think they were good men, because they told the Great Spirit
that they would do us no wrong, so we are not anxious for this commission to spoil
this good road for us. You will believe me when I say we were like babies, not
knowing how to get up and take care of ourselves. Very few of our young men
and women are educated or partially educated. Here is Joshua Givvens, myself,
Quanna Parker, and a few others, you can talk to them and they will answer you
in English. Look at them; the rest are not dressed as well as they are. When the
worst comes, they will be the only ones that will be able to cope with the white man
when he comes to this country. The rest will not know what to do.

I have been to Washington several times myself, and there met a goodly number
of good people who have given me good advice. Some of them told me to help lead
my people toward civilization; others advised me to put aside my blanket. I did
that. All the good advice given me by those people is written upon my heart. Dur-
ing several of those visits to Washington I have asked the Secretary and the Com-
missioner to help me in building schools on my reservation; to this the good people
in the East responded. Now we have several good schools on the reservation, and
to them we intend to send our children, where they will be tanght the arts of manual
labor. There they will learn to live like white people, and soon then they will be
civilized. We advised our people to build houses, and quite a number of them to-
day are living in houses. Some are building and still others are contemplating
building. For that reason, because we are making such rapid progress, we ask the
cominission not to push us ahead too fast on the road we are to take. We all know
that you are sent here by the Great Father at Washington and the people that make
laws, to come here and see the Kiowas, Comanches, and Apaches. You have told us
what you were here for and what you wanted to do. I ask this commission not to
be unkind to their friends before them, not to force them, not to say anything that
will make them fecl bad. All we ask is that you listen to Quanna Parker’s, Lone
‘Wolf’s, and Whiteman’s pleadings.

They are representing the three tribes on the reservation. Look on Quanna’s
people, they are Indians; look on Lone Wolf’s people and Whiteman’s people, they
are Indians; they are not educated, they do not know how to till the ground. They
do not know how to work. Should they be forced to take allotments it means sud-
den downfall for the three tribes. What was said to us for the past two days was all
good, I suppose. The Government I suppose is doing the right thing, and it is truly
helping Indians; doubtless this commission is telling what is right and good for us.
That we seemed to understand. But when you look back and see our former condi-
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lived that way. I concluded that the Great I"ather was trying to make a good road
for everybody to travel in and was trying to live on that road. Now, when I hear
anything good that is what I want to hear. When I know i1hat something good is
being told, then I talk right lond. Tabananaca and myself are of the samne opinion,
and we have told our children that this is good. After we get to the good that you
are offering we know it is there, and we are willing to work. This is wise or good
is the price of land; we will move by degrees, and when we know what is there we
will know where to stop. I am not inclined to refuse this proposition. It is amatter
of a great deal of importance—this dealing about our land—and for that reason we
want to know just exactly about it before we do anything. I feel that I would like
to travel the good road with my children and some of my Kiowa friends; it I could
do this I would feel good. I do not believe that we can determine what is the proper
road from this place; I do nut know what the Great Father is doing over there. I
think the proper thing would be if some of my friends would make a visit to the
Great I'ather and see how much money we are going to get. I think that if the
Government would pay for their trip that they could go. This gentleman, Mr. Hill,
is a friend of ours and can do something for us. I do not want to talk in a circle
form, but to the point. That is all I have to say.

Mr. JEROME. Ihave listened to a good many talks that are good talks. These com-
missioners are anxious to help these Indians to a good conclusion, and it may be that
a few words now will help them. There are a good many men have said that they
did not know how much money they would get and would like to go to Washington
to find out. Now, they either do not understand the interpretation or are mistaken
some way. 'To the end that there might be no mistake, even to one cent, we put it
in writing that you get $2,000,000, and every intelligent Indian knows it. Now, some
one has said you would know bhetter if we said so much per acre, but if we said somuch
per ucre you would say how many acres, and we could not tell you, nobody knows,
so we tell you it is $2,000,000. Yesterday Mr. Parker pushed Judge Sayre hard to tell
him how much that was for one acre; Judge Sayre said to Mr. Parker, ‘“‘1f you will
tell me how many children will be born between the time this contract is made and
the time it takes effect and how manyg will die between the time the contract is made
and the time it takes effect I will tell you.” Mr. Parker being an intelligent gentle-
man, and seeing there was a doubt as to just how it would be, the question was
passed for the time being. Now, to show you that we do not want to keep anything
back from you, we are just as frank to tell you how we reached this as we are to tell
you anything else. After we have taken out what we suppose to be the number of
acres that will be taken in allotiments, school reservations, agency reservations,
military reservations, and the school sections of the best land, it is about $1.10 per
acre. If we include the land reserved for the schools it would be a trifle over $1,
according to our estimate.

In reaching this conclusion we have used the best judgment we have—that is, as
good a8 any three men could do; but as to the amount of money, there is no gness as
to that. If these men, every one of them, were to go to Washington, they could not
talk to the Great Father about it, because no one can; but if they could, they would
say that there were three men sent out there; they will determine it, like a judge of a
court determines what will e done in his court. After it has been determined by
these three men Congress determines whether it is good or not; that settles the mat-
ter. This commission has already closed nine contracts with different tribes in this
Territory, and in every contract the money is named in bulk sum, like this contract.
I see before me three very old men, and two of them have spoken and said they
agreed and the Indians agreed that they had better put this thing off until the Med-
icine Lodge treaty expired. I want to say a few words to them in the most kindly
manner, but with that honesty that should characterize every statement of a man
dealing with Indians or making a trade. The real iriend of the Indian will tell him
all the facts, whether they are for or against him, The Government of the United
States, including the Congress and the President, decided some time ago—three years
ago—that all the land in the Indian Territory west of the ninety-sixth degree of longi-
tude should be opened to settlement, except such as was needed for the Indians’
homes. That is west of the Cherokee ‘‘home tract,” except some portions down here
in the old civilized tribes. After determining that this should be brought about they
told the President to appoint three commissioners to come out here and see the Indians
and settle with them all about their surplus lands. Under that act of Congress we
are here to talk to these Indians and.tell them what Congress told us to tell you.

Now, the answer 8o far given us is that at the expiration of the Medicine Lodge
treaty you expect you will have to make this change. Should we go away after
this day’s talk we could only suy that the Indians believe that no power can disturb
them on this reservation until the Medicine Lodge treaty is up. And we would
also have to tell them that the headinen told us that the matter wounld have to be
put off until the Medicine Lodge treaty expired. Congress would very likely call
us before them and say,  Why didn’t you tell them that the Medicine Lodge treaty
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had nothing to do with this?” We should have to say ‘* We did; we told them that,
but they did not believe us.” They would also ask us, ““Did you tell them plainly
that we had resolved that that country must be opened; that they must take allot-
ments and get ready for it?” We should answer them that ¢ We told them that
that was the wish of Congress; we did not say that Congress would open it to-day,
or to-morrow, or the next day, but that that was the wish of Congress.” They
would ask us, ‘“What did they say when you told them that?’ We would say
‘“They did not believe what we said about the Medicince Lodge treaty, and they said
they would put it off.” I hope now that I have stated this to you just as you have
stated it to us, and just as we have stated it to you, and told you what we would
have to tell Congress. Congress would also ask, ‘“Did you state fully to the Indians
that we wanted this surplus land for other purposes and that we would pay them
all the money they were worth?” They would also ask if we assured the Indians
that under no circumstances was any harm intended them, but that Congress needed
the land for other purposes.

Congress is made up of white men and if the Indians do not want to do what
Congress wants them to do, it is the most natural thing for Congress to say that the
Indians will want something of us. You have to deal with Congress right along
and you should respcet the wishes of Congress so long as it wants to doright. This
commission hopes that the good relations which have existed so long between the
Indians and the Government of the United States will continue. This commission
also hopes that when you go by yourselves to-night that you will understand that
Congress is pushed from the outside to have this work go on, and sooner or later it
will go ou. And this commission comes here to put you in condition, if possible,
that you may be benefited by it when it comes.

SEPEMBER 29, 1892,

Mr. JEROME. When we adjourned last night there was a soldier here that wanted
to talk and we will give him a chance now.

But before we let the Indians talk we would like to tell the Indians of the partic-
ular things we ofter. We are here to talk to the Indiang abous taking lands in allot-
ments for homes, and when that is done about selling the surplus lands. Whatever
pertains to those two subjects are proper things to talk about. The commissioners
sympathize with the Indians in everythiug that causes them trouble, but the tron-
bles that have come to these Indians heretofore must be settled by other officers.
So that any talk about troubles that you have had here that does not bear upon the
business we have here only takes up time. .Afver saying these words to you I hope
that every Indian speaker will know that it is about taking your homes and selling
the surplus lands that we are talking about. Ithas been some days since this com-
mission read to you what it wanted you to do. You have been talking among your-
selves a good deal about what the commissioners have said to you, and some of
you may have misunderstood or nnderstood differently what has been said by the
comimissioners. To the end that there may be no mistuke, no difference among you
a8 to what the commissioners have said to you, after this man has spoken we will
read and explain to you again this paper.

I sEx o (Kiowa). As it has been his privilege to speak to you, to spcak to the three
fathers of his, and in the presence of his officer. 'The Great I"ather at Washington,
who is also the father of the Indiaus, has selected you three men to come out here
and deal with the Indians about their lands. It was a long journey for you, but you
have got here, and are now with the Indians. A long time ago the Great Father at
‘Washington tixed a good road for ns, and in selecting, he selected good men, who
came among us and treated with the Indians and placed us upon this reservation,
and told us that we must not go on the warpath. This we promised, but that promise
has been broken. The rest of the promises that were made to us were broken, so
both the Indians and the white men were on the wrong road about keeping this
treaty. But a few years ago both these nations came to their senses and followed
the advice, and we plowed the ground, and the white men gave us sehools, What
I have said is something that is already passed, but still the Kiowas are holding on
to that treaty. Not many years ago there came a message from the Great Father
at Washington asking us to e soldiers. We studied for a little while, and after
great difficulty and holding councils we decided that we would enlist into the Regu-
Jar Army. When the message first came my tirst thought was that it I should enlist
as a soldier for five years that I would be allowed to gnard the reservation upon
which I lived. I then consulted with the Kiowa young men, and told them that it
would afford us an opportunity to watch our country and help the Great Iather.
You see me standing before you with short hair. I am not able to read or talk
English, but because I thought by enlisting I would be protecting aud preserving
the peace and caring for my country. I am not a chief nor a wise man, but it makes
no difference; I am before you to speak in hehalf of my people. To-day we arc
before three men sent by the Great Father at Washington to talk about selling the
land.
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You look at these Indians; since you speak to them, you frighten them; you made
them feel uneasy; you can sce that by what they say of each other a few days ago,
and this kind of talk is not very helpful to these Indians at this time; instead of
doing them good it is doing them harm. While some of the old men say they are
ready to take the good road, yet, if the young men talk of selling the country they
will be the first to die; they are not taught to work. They have only a few hundred
cattle and they will not last many days; they will starve. Itis something that they
are not ready for now. It would be better, in my opinion, for the Great Father to
send his three good men in three years from now. In three years from now these
young men will have their places selected and be in a position to meet the commis-
sion and agree with them. You have been at the Cheyenne Agency a few years ago.
You probably told them what you have told us for the past few days. And the
Cheyennes talked among themselves and decided to take their allotments. This
they did, and it is only a few months ago that the Cheyennes came to this military
reservation and brought their wagons and fancy shawls, velvet blankets, and car-
riages, and told us that the money that the Great Father had given them was all
gone—that the money they got was invested in these things. Now the wagons are
old, being used very hard, and the velvet shawls will be worn out. What were they
here for?

They came down to get some cattle and ponies from the Kiowas; they gave us a
big dance, so we gave them some ponies. In a few years these Cheyenne Indians
will be the poorest Indians, and they will be coming all the time for ponies. Look
at them to-day, surronnded by white men; they will get the Indians drunk and get
his money; they will make him sign a contract to get anything that the Cheyenne
has got, and the Cheyenne’s life in the next three years will be worse than when he
was an Indian; so that is why we say wait three years till we get some place picked
out and some better way to get along in life. You must excuse me for taking time,
for I belong to the United States and work for the United States, and while this is
true, I stand before you as an Indian also. I belong to the Kiowa tribe and what I
gay to you I am expressing to you the sentiment of the Kiowa and Comanche Indians
and I am standing before you because the chiefs called upon me to speak to you and
I hope the commission will not throw away my talk. Mother earth is something
that we Indians love. The Great Father at Washington told us that this reserva-
tion was ours; that we would not be disturbed; that this place was for our use, and
when you told us the purpose of the Government it made us uneasy. We do not
know what to do about selling onr mother to the Government. That makes us
scared.

Mr. JEROME. You speak about the Cheyenne Indians and suggest that they would
be very poor, indeed, in three years. I wish you to tell the commission, if you know,
how the Cheyenne Indians have got their living for the past seventeen years.

I sEr 0 (Kiowa). He subsisted upon the game and what the Government gave him, *
but now that will soon stop.

Mr. JeroME. How does lie know that?

I seE o (Kiowa). I know it because the Cheyenne Indians themselves told me it
would stop. They told him that they were told that very soon the rations would be
cut off,

Mr. JEROME. Who told the Cheyennes so?

I serE o (Kiowa). They did not say who told them.

Mr. JEROME. Now, he says they do not know; that they have lived seventeen
years almost wholly upon what the Government gave them. They have not had any
game for many years. In all that time they did not have any of their own means to
Iive upon except a little game they killed.

I seE o (Kiowa). It is true that they have been depending upon the Government;
that there was no money given them. That there was some game that they killed.
They ate deer and turkey and dog, besides what the Government gave them.

Mr. JEroME. That was a very small part of their living. Now, how are they going
to be poorer than they were? Do you know what the Government has done for

“ them in all these years? He knows that the Government gave them food; now how
will they be poorer?

I sek o (Kiowa). For the past seventeen years his reservation was large and his
horses and cattle had plenty ot room to move about, but now you have divided their
country into squares. He can not feed his horses. You can give him tools but he
can not make lay like white people do, but year by year they will be poorer and

0oTer.
P Mr. JEROME. I have no doubt that he thinks they will be very poor, but he is
mistaken, for they have half a million acres set off for them and $50,000 every year
in interest money. I ask the sergeamt to think about it. What the Government
did was to put the Cheyenne Indians where they will be better off than they have
ever been. But the Cheyennes do not know whether Congress is going to give them
food for one year or twenty. Nobody knows till Congress acts. I understood
that the Cheyennes came down here to smoke ponies, and they doubtless told you
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I say to you let the white man do the drinking; he will never make an Indian drunk’
unless the Indian does the drinking. Next we propose that if you have any valid,
legal cattle leases on your reservation when this treaty is made that they shall go
on just the same and the Indians have the rent money. Now, next, and perhaps to
you the most important part of this trade, is what we pay you—the Comanches,
Kiowas, and Anaches—$2,000,000, that is, 2,000 boxes of money. Now in silver dol-
lars—and the Government will pay you in silver dollars—it would take twenty-six
6-mule wagons to haul it from the fort over here. Of this money we propose to pay
within one hundred and twenty days, or four moons, $200,000, or at least $65 apiece.
Sixty-five dollars in silver weighs 4 pounds. In one year from that payment we pro-
pose to pay you $200,000 more of the $2,000,000, and at that time there will be
acerued and be due $75,000 in interest which will be added to the $200,000 and give
every Indian upon the reservation about $90. Now, a year from that time the third
payment of the $2,000,000 will be made; it will be $1,000,000, but at that time
another $75,000 of interest will be due, because it becomes due every year, that
would be $175,000, or about $57 for every Indian upon the reservation. So that
within two years and four months from the time this treaty is ratified by Congress,
if made, every Indian upon this reservation, big and little, will have received from
the Government $212 in money.

A man and his wife under this treaty would get $224, and then for each child that
a man has he received $212; so that with the Kiowas and Comanches and Apaches
the condition will be that the more children he has the richer he will be. Now, with
this money, if paid out for those things that are useful for the Indian, as I believe
they will pay it out, will make every Indian a comfortable home. With the money
he would give an ordinary sized family—a man and his wife and three children-—he
could build a house and stable, and fence his farm. An Indian can do this and be
prosperous and happy, or do liké the Cheyenne said he did—spend his money for old
wagons, old harness, old horses, and have nothing. But with this the money does
not stop coming, for every year atter the second year, as long as the lndians allow
this $1,500,000 to remain in the Treasury, there will be $75,000, or $27 for ever
Indian on the reservation. Now, sometimes the Indians will become far enoug
advanced so they will not want this interest, and then the Government will pay
every Indian $500. Now, besides this, you will have, until your treaty runs out, all
the henefits given yon by the treaty; and you can receive, in my opinion, $2 in rent
from your allotments to settlers for every one you received from the cattle men for
the entire reservation.

What is it that the Indians are asked to do for all these great benefits? Nothing
but to give up land that they can not use under any circumstances. We propose to
set off to the Indians more land than all the Indians on this reservation and all that
come after you can use for cultivation for 100 years. And then because thie Indians
say, and I believe truthfully, that they can not deal on equal terms with the crafty
white man, the Government will hold this land in trust for you for 25 years. At the
end of 25 years the babies will be men and women, the middle aged will be old, and
the old will be dead; but during all this time the Government holds this land for
you free from taxation. Now, when this is done the Kiowa, Comanche, and Apache
tribes of Indians will be richer than auy community of 3,000 white people that live
anywhere on the face of this earth. Now, I believe that this is all that I want to
say about the proposition, but one thing I would like to say in regard to part of the
speech that Lone Wolf made. He said that tlie Indians were babies or like babies.
Now, I do not think that these Indians are babies or like babies.

You do not act like babies; you do not dress like babies; you donot do business like
babies, but you dress like men, and I believe you are. I do not believe that even
Lone Wolf would like to take Tabananaca or Big Tree in his arms and rock him to
sleep like he would a baby. When I see men before me of such stalwart proportions,
men that make such good speeches as they do, men that approach weighty business
like this so cautiously, I know that they are men of business ability. One word only
about waiting till the treaty expires, and then I am done. The wise man always gets
ready for something that he knows is bound to come. You all know that in a very
short time the Medicine Lodge trcaty expires, dies; you know, too, that winter is
coming, and when winter is coming you make some preparation for food and shelter
and clothing so you are ready to meet it. The wise man does not wait until winter
comes upon him before he makes any preparation, or he would suffer with cold. Now,
we propose that the treaty shall go right on just as if we werenot here; but because
the end of the treaty is coming soon, and you know it has to come, then it is the -
wise thing to get ready for the change that is to come by reason of that.

Suppose the treaty ends and you have noarrangement with the Government, what

. will the Indian do until he has another arrangement with the Government? Sonow
we propose, because we know that the treaty will expire pretty soon and because it
takes a good while to make a new arrangement with the Government, that you com-
mence in time. If a man hasasuit of clothes it will not do for him to wear that suit
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you can nsc and cultivate, too. Now, again last week I beard some old man say he
could not work ; that he was too old; that is so. I am too old to, work, but think of
this—you can rent some of yourland for money to men that will work or for a part of
the crop. Now, one word about the Medicine Lodge treaty; at.that time it was a
good thing for you; it was just right. The Government agreed to pay you so much
money, so much clothing every year, and then they laid oft this big country for you.
Why?¢ Because the buttalo, the elk, the deer, were here, and you lived by hunting.
Now, where is your buffalo, your elk, your deer? Gone. Now, what do you want
to do with this big country?

“You have no game only the mule-eared rabbits. Now, in looking over the bulletin
I find that there are about 3,000 of you on this reservation, which is four times
bigger thau our county over in Arkansas, and we have 30,000 people, and think we
are not full yet. Now, what are you going to do with this spare land ?

It may be that some of you are like some of the tribes that I have been to; when
we first spoke, they said, ¢ We waut to leave everything just as it is.” Now, let me
tell you once for always that you and I and 10,000 other people can’t leave things
alone; they aremoving all the time. I seeold men in this crowd that no doubt at the
time the Medicine Lodge treaty was made said they wanted it just as it was then.
How did you have it then?

You had game all around you. You had all kinds of game, but things kept moving,
and the game would not stay. Things will not stay as they are; do not forget that.
Now, the Government kuows that things are moving all the time; the Great Father
knows that, and sends this commission out here to tell you to get fixed up in time.
That is what we are here to tell you. Now, suppose you all say you will not trade;
we do not want the Government to help us; we won’t have it. Then this commission
goes back aud tells them that the Indians will not trade; they donot want anything.
Now, I will tell you what I thinlk, if this commission goes back to Washington and
tells the Great Father that we have offered yon what we have, and that you would
not do anything—I will tell you what I think. There is a law called the Dawes law
that provides that the President may order that you must take allotinents whether
you want them or not. The head of a family gets 160 acres, a man gets 80 acres, and if
he makes that order he sends an agent out to lay them off. If you won’t take them he
picks them out for you, and maybe yon do not get the best land. Now, if the Presi-
dent made this order you would not be entitled to the $2,000,000 that we offer you,
because it would not be in a trade. You had better take what we ofter you, and you
must think about it. Now, the contract that we make with you is not binding until
Congress approvesit. They have approved all the contracts we have made; some they
have not acted upon yet, but I think they will approve them. We will ask them to
approve this contract if we make it. It is much better than the Dawes law.

The commission thought when they agrecd among themselves what they wonld
offer you—I thought there would not be but one thing to do; that was, make you
understand it, for I thought you would take it in two minutes after yon understood
it. It may be that you will fiud someone in your midst that will say wait, wait.
Tell him that it is dangerous to go into the waiting business. I said to you a bit
ago that what we agreed to pay you would make you rich. We give you each good
homes and plenty of money, and that is not all. Yon can not mortgage your land;
you can not sell it; it can not be taken for debt. You will bear in mind that we
propose to take two sections out of every township for schools, and when the whites
come in they will build the schools, make the roads, and pay the taxes. So you are
not taxed a cent for that. The whites do the improving, and it makes your lands
more valuable all the time. Two sections in every township are kept for school
purposes, the schoolhouses are built for your children; send your children to school;
do not send them oft to Carlisle, but send them where they can go home at night.
I know you will like that; I would. When you have so much land, good houses,
good farms, schools at home, plenty of pasture, and then the money that will be
paid you every year that Judge Sayre told yon about—if that is not on the best road,
tell me why. White men are not fixed half that well nearly. Now, I expect I have
talked long enough; maybe so too long. Now, if there is anything you do not
understand, ask the chiefs aboeut it. Another thing, do not ask men around about
your business; they give bad advice. I have seen them all around, and they are no

ood.

& I want you all to understand that this commission has ne interest in the matter
except to bring the words of the Government.

We are old enough to go home. We have no interest except to put you on the
right road. Do not listen to outsiders.

Mr. JEROME. On Thursday before we adjourned a man, I think, by the name of
Poor Buffalo, wanted to speak. He is here and can speak now. )

Poor Burraro (Kiowa). We all know that you have been duly authorized by the
Great Father at Washington to come down here and treat with these three tribes of
Indians. This afternoon, before these men and in the presence of the commission,
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the Great Father shonld be merciful to his children, that we may live on this land
for a length of time. Some are dying; some arc being born. The country is here
all the time. It does not cut any figure with it what becomes of the people. If a
famine or a plague should take us all off the eartli wonld e here yet. These pieces
of land staked out by the aid of the Great I"ather at Washington and the Great Spirit,
Ithink, will be enough for us to be saved and live on. Now you have my sentiments.
They are the sentiments of Quahadahs and Yappirekas and White Wolf.

WinTte KAGLE (Comauche). Tom and Jack are here and can listen, and if I
make a mistake they can correct it. The commission have been talking to me for
several days. Governor Jerome is my father friend; Judge Sayre is a man of my
own age, and Judge Wilson is my father, too. I want you to listen to my talk very
particularly. I do not want you to lie and I will not lic. You have news to bring
to us that yon got from the Great I'ather at Washington. Now, for four days you
have been pouring your money ont in our land. I am looking at it and I think 1t is
a great big pile. You bronught the proposition with youn. I see and hear about this
money and the trade you want to give me, but I think: ‘““Hold on, hold on, my
friends; this land is worth a great deal more than that.”

My friend belongs to the Quahadah’s Band; Quanna stands just as I do in loving
and wanting to keep the country. What child fears his father’s heart; that is afraid
to stay in the country given him by his father? I am not afraid of my father. Is
your child afraid of yon? There is 152 Quahadahs; some of them may have different
views. Some of the Kiowas, Comanches, and Apaches I do not know what views
they have. I do not know how many of the Kiowas and Apaches are for it, but
Lone Wolf says that the Kiowas feel as he does. We liave been talking and listenin
to you for about four days, and the conclusion is that this road that we helpeg
make has four years that we can travel, and when our father gets ready at the
expiration of that time he can make another for us. I see this 160 acres of land
staked out. That is a lesson for them to study about, and instead of jumping ata
conclusion I ask the Great Iather to break holds with us and throw us down, and
let us study awhile. We donot think orclaim that we want to do this or that; we are
bound to do this, but a little more time is wanted. The good offers and embellish-
ments that you put on these fine things are a great temptation, but hold on and put
down $1.50 per acre, and we will look at that a little. It will not do you any injury
to hear me talk and see it on paper. Take it to the Government and let them look
it over, and then think what a crazy man I am. :

I depend on the Government for support and life, and whatever instructions they
make tome I am glad to hear it. My friend has said this to me: ““You go and make
whatever road you want with the commmission; they are straight.,” That is what
my friend over there [pointing to Mr. Hill] says; but I do not know what kind of
a friend my friend is yet. Supposing my friend would sell his land and I would
say, ‘“That is a good trade, my friend,” would he come over and give me a little?
For these reasons I want to ask the Governmeut to hold on for four years longer, and
at the expiration of the four years you can get on a fast horse and whip up, and I
will stretch out my hand and say, “ My friend, I am glad to see you.”

QUANNA PARKER (Comanche). The diffcrent ones have talked with you. You
have heard a good many speak. They have talked amongst themselves; and now I
am going to make a guess of some kind, and then mny people can talk amongst them-
selves about my talk. I think I will guess right. You have been talking and coun-
seling together for four days, and you have talked a good deal, and many of us have
tallked to the commission. We think that we understand what the commission has
said to us, but do not think the commission has understood what we have said. The
Government selected three men and told them to go out and talk to these Iudians,
and promised to pay them $15 a day. They were to talk about the land and see
what kind of a trade they can make with them. DIerhaps you can buy their land
and perhaps you can not.

We are three different tribes of Indians, and it is hard to get our heads together
and come to the same conclusion. I do not think that we can come to a conclusion
just now. It islike a heavy rock—it is hard to lift. If either of my friends, the
commissioners, had a farm or a tract of land, and I would go to your place and say,
‘I have lots of money. I will give you $1 per acre,” about the first thing I would
hear wonld be, ‘ Hold on, Quanna. 1 want a little more money, because my land is
good.” 'This land is ours, just like your farm is yours; but for one reason we can not
hold on to ours, because on the right hand is what you are trying to do and on the
left hand is the Dawes bill. We have talked between each otlier, and I have con-
cluded it is just as well to do it now, and I want to bring four men. I will tell you
the names afterwards. We are incapable of writing or reading ourselves. That is
why I want these four individuals. I ask that the commission adjourn for a time,
I sent for a lawyer. I think he will be in this evening, and when he comes I want

" Joshua and some Apache and some Comanche and the lawyer, and let them be the
four persons, and let them figure and calculate and then make the treaty. Now I
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understand that I am not the agent of any faction of the Indians; I am the agent
of them all. There are questions that, if 1 understand, you differ on; some youn are
together on. Some want to know when the country would be opened. Some say
eightecn months, some say next spring, some say two years. Now, you can leave
hat question to Congress.

Some say the commission has offered two millions. Some say they should have
two and one-half millions. That might be left to Congress if you can not agree.
Now, when I look at this thing squarely I see two things. I see the commissionand
the Dawes bill. Now, if I should take between the two things I should take the com-
mission. Now, 1 want it to be understood that I am not telling you that you must
sell it or that you must not. I am your agent, and whatever you do it will be of
your own free will. I will be the agent to the man that signs the paper and the
agent of the man that does not. I will be the strong friend to both, just the same,
I have said about all that I want to say; I want you all to say. I think youn have
been here about long enough to begin to do some business. In proceeding with this
paper it is the intention of the Indians to make some provision for some white people
that have lived here with theni. I know that they do not want to part with them;
that they wanted to share with them. A list of their names should be made out and
-handed to the commission at once. Now, I had intended to go to Anadarko to-day,
but if the Indians would prefer me tostay with them I will stay. That is all I have
to say at present.

TaBaNANAC (Comanche). He has talked to his own people about the two roads,
the commissioners and the Dawes law. In regard to the lawyer, I have to inquire
who sent for him and brought him here. We have not got through with our busi-
ness. The head men do not seem to know anything about who aunthorized the
lawyer to come here. I think you counseling and meditating that we can make up
our minds what we want to do. I said that it is a pretty good opportunity that the
commissioners offer us, Now, I want to know what the commissioners answer will
be when I ask is it the intention of the Government to bestow a blessing upon us.
I want to hear the commissioners’ reply to that one question.

Mr. JEROME. Does he want the commission to say whether they think the offer a

ood one?
g TABANANAC (Comanche). Yes; whether you think they would be saved on the
road, insure them protection, whether the Government is in earnest and has faith in
this.

Mr. JEROME. For more than twenty years the friends of the Indians and the great
fathers at Washington, the different ones, the Senators and Members of Congress,
have been talking about how to fix the Indiauns so they would be better off for all
time to come.

These talks and thoughts about the Indians have been going on ever since the
Indians have been unable to get their food from the animals that used to grow here.
This plan is the result of all the consultations that have been had by the Presidents
and the friends of the Indians. To carry this out, and that the Indians west on the
Pacific Ocean and all up north, there has been some fifteen commissions out all over
the country treating with the Indians as we are treating with you. Most all of the
Indians that are unable to get their own food have been traded with, as we are try-
ing to trade with you. The Governinent expects all the Indians that are situated as
you are here to be put on that road very soon. This road has been planned out and
adopted for the Indians because the Government thinks it is the best road for the
Indians. You all know whether the Great Father at Washington has been good to
you in the past; whether the Great I"ather has been a good friend or not. You all

" know whether the Government has sent yon food and beef rations., You all know
whether the Government has sent an agent here to do your business for you without
expense to you.

You all know whether the Governimment has built schools here and sent teachers
here to educate your children without expense to you.

If the Government has been good to you at all times before, it will probably be as
good to you hereatter. Now, while the (Government means to be good to you, there are
a good many ways of being good to the children of the Government. The best way to
be good to Indians or white people is to put them in a way to be good to themselves.
Let me tell you how to be good to yourselves. Go and select the best land that you
can find—every one of youn—for your homes, and when you have selected the best
lands there are on the reservation for your homes and the Government sends you
some money, make the best use you can of it; build your houses and fences and fix
your tamily comfortable. You may select the very best land on the reservation, and
if’ you do not use it it will not clothe you or feed you. Yomn can not eat the land,
you can not wear it on your back to keep you warm, nor will it shelter you from the
storm, but if you will use it as you ought to it will do all this for you. If youn will
do what the commission understands Tabananaca does with his land—use it to raise
cattle—youn will have plenty to eat. You see the size of Tabananaca; he grows big
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digest yonr propositions. TIn our talk among ourselves part of the Quahadal band
of Comanches, the Kiowas, and Apaches have decided to pull together. A portion
of the Quahadah band of Comanches, Kiowas, and Apaches have agreed to say to
you that they fully appreciate what you have said to them, and think that the
Government will help them in the future, because yon have told us so; but it seems
that the commission is pressing this thing upou us tuo soon, hut we are willing to
tell the commission that we will trade now, providing that the treaty does not take
effect for three years. When any chiefs make speeches and say they are ready to
trade in the conrse of four years from now, you get up and tell them that it is no use.
We are living upon this reservation for some time, and I hope to remain here. This
reservation will not move away from its place, and that is why I am telling you we
hope to remain here for a few years to come yet. You have told these Indians not
many days ago, when Quanna Parker proposed that yon go away for two months,
you said the Gireat Father would ask you a great many questions about why you
left. It may be that he would listen to yonr explanations. When I go away to
trade and come home withont the articles my wife does not scold. I have told you
what a portion of the Quahadahs, and Comanches, and Kiowas, and Apaches have
agreed to do.

Yon have told us that there were two things before us, and we aim to go on the
right road; but, as I told you, we are undecided, or, rather, decided to tell you what
I have told yon to-day. Years ago a commission of seven came to onr country and
fixed this road for this people to travel. Another time another treaty was made
that bronght in the Apaches, and now we have another two roads before us. I am
not able to read what is in those two books, aud for that reason I may not be eloquent
in my speech, but what I have been telling yon I believe. And what you have been
telling us—we do not know whether all the words you have told us are true or not,
but this we do know: that we have to choose between the two roads you spoke of.
What I have told you is the decision of the Kiowas and Apaches and a portion of the
Quahadahs. You mmust not understand that I am altogether opposed to the proposi-
tions, but when you mecet together again we will see youw and talk to yon about the
land. I want to fix the price. As it is, the present proposition is just like keeping
a man in an nneasy position. It istoosmall. About the white men married into the
tribe, we will hand you the names.

Mr. JEroME. Big Tree speaks about putting the time off for three ycars that the
contract should take effect. Iivery day that you putitoff adds to the time that you
get the money to huild your honses and tix yonr places. The commissioners think
that the sooner you get this money and get fixing your places the better it is. Every
day that you pnt off the contract taking effect costs you #205 interest money. If
the contract that we offer you should be made to-day, to-morrow the Government
would owe yon $205; in ten davs the Government would owe you $2,050, which is
about 75 fat steers. liverymoon that you put it off costs you over $6,000 interest
money. If you put it off for three years you will lose $225,000 in interest money
alone—225 boxes of money. During those three years if the contract goes on, as we
propose, you receive $650,000, and $75,000 interest money, or a total of $725,000 tobe
distributed among this pcople. That is as mnuch money, if paidinsilver dollars, as
eight 6-mnle teams could haul. Itis enough to build every man on this reservation
a good house, and put you on the road that Quanna and Tabananaca are on. If I
were an Indian speaking for them, I would say I wonld trade if you would make it
take effect assooun as Cougress conld act upon it. I would say we can not afford to
lose so much interest money as this will cost to put it off. My judgment, and it is
the judgment of these commissioners, is that it will take too long to bring it about.
‘While you are deliberating upon this subject, think of how much money you lose
by putting it off.

Komarry (Kiowa). I will not make a very long speech that will be tedious to the
commission. What Big Trec said to yon are the sentiments of the tribe. If they
should sell their surplus land to the Government now, they would want it to take
effect two years from next April. And then we will ask for two and one-half mil-
lions. Talking about the Medicine Lodge treaty, onr forefathers, by touching the
pen, told the Great Spirit that they would abide by it. The (reat Spirit has blessed
the white inan more than the Indian, and I suppose on acconnt of this that they would
obey what they promised him. We have listened to all the talk that the commis-
sion has made, and it will make a man rich to listen to it. 1t is deceiving. If we
should agree to sign the contract and earh one take 160 acres, yon must remember
that we have borses and cattle; these will in a foew years die of starvation. We have
no machines to put up hay. Your talk is good, but that will be the case. Talking
about 160 acres for one person, it is true that will be land enough for one person.
Suppose we trade to-day and the contract takes effect to-morrow, some of the Indians
have horses and cattle and other property. Eight years from to-day everyone will
be afraid to own 10 horses and 50 cattle because there will be no grass to eat. But
during the three years Big Tree spoke of we will be selling the horses and cattle and

S. Doe. 77 3
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chief in the Apache tribe and for that reason I am not ashamed to get up before the
rest of the chiefs and make a speech. When I was & young man this Medicine Lodge
treaty was agrecd upon, but I have been told by the old men what was done at the
council, and remember all that was told me. I have been traveling on that road
and like it, but this past month I see stmething on my road that makes it impassable,
and to-day I feel that I must either cut my way through it or get around it. Part
of the Comanches and Kiowas and Apaches have agreed and, if the rest would agree,
I would probably get through this big mountain, and for that reason probably in a
few days more we can adopt a plan so we can cut through. I feel friendly to the
whites. I shook hands with you when I first got up to show you that I am goingin
the right road, and now I know that I must soon go in the new road, I will shake
hands with you again. This great mountain in the road of the Medicine Lodge
treaty is this commission.

It is true that you are sent here by the Government and whatever the Great Father
says is good. We kuow the three men he has sent are good; we know all they have
said is good, but when we approach this big mountain, it is too big for us to cut
through.

What Parker has said may be good; what the Kiowas have said mnay be good for
them; what the commission has said is good. I am betwcen the two. I am with
the majority. If they are willing to sell, all right; if not, all right. Because the
commission has been sent by the Great I"ather, and the Great Father is wiser than we
are, he has mapped out what we are to expect in the future, and we feel that the
commission is talking in the sight of the Great Spirit. These Indians as well as
myself are full-blood Indians, and because we are Indians we are not able to tulke
care of ourselves, hut in the space of time that Quanna Parker speaks of to get some
aid from the laboring class of white people as to manual labor, and whenever we
have done that woe will know what to do about disposing of our surplus lands. I
told you I would not make a very long speech, and I will not make any further talk.

Cnervers (Comanche). My friends have made a good talk, and I have not much
to say. The three commissioners are here for an important purpose; it not the
people’s things, but something important. In speaking of the Medicine Lodge treaty
our fathers are mostly dead that took hold of the hand of the Government. Some
of our people thought likely that ain’t a very good thing for us, but now they see it
is a good thing. When this Medicine Lodge trcaty was made the people was grcen
and were afraid it was a trick, but now they see what it lead us to, and we are well
satisfied with the road. And now what is the use of holding back—why not go ahead
and make this trade? The three commissioners are undoubtedly representing the
Government and come here to talk what the Government has for the Indians, and
while the road is soft, and before it gets too hard, we had better travel it. We are
doing what the Government says we must (o in our everyday business; we can not
do anything else when we are holding on to the hand of the Government. The
Yappirekas and some of the Quahadahs think there is no use putting it off. Thoe dif-
ferent agents that we have had from time to time talk like this man; look for good
land and water and make good homes. This advice given by the Great I'ather to
make farms and houses most of us did not listen to and have not doneit. Now this
is a trade just like a man buying or selling a horse, and we consider this reservation
is pretty hard to beat, and think it is worth a good deal of money; that is all we
stick about. The arrangement that the Government makes will be such as is suf-
ficient to live under.

Wurte WoLr (Comanche). My friends, the commissioners are, like myself, getting
well along in years, and among our people we find men of the same age as ourselves.
I heard the talk being made, and weighed the matter and meditated upon it. The
commission, my friends, their talk is very good talk; then there are some very good
talks made by the Indians. The commission talks about looking for the good roads
for the Indians to travel upon. That is what the Government is looking for, and
the Indians talk about what good roads have been picked out for themsclves. Now,
I have listened and heard, and have come to some conclusion. I am not inclined to
disbelieve what my friends, the commissioners, have told me. With the big holes
in our ears we certainly could understand that thirty years were given us. I have
big holes in my ears. Very likely different individuals heard the same things that
the Government said—you have thirty years’ good road. It has been, upon different
occasions, that people from Washington have visited us, and said, ‘“Now, get ready ;
something is coming by and by.” I listened to the advice of different men, and
believed 1t, and 8o I got hold of a cow and started to raise a bunch of cattle. If we
had not heard this advice we would not have known what to do, but some took
hold and tried to save themsclves. Now, this advice that was given us by the Great
Father is something that we could not throw away, and now it has come around at
last. All of us had the same chance to hear and do. Some did not pay any atten-
tion, but lived along smoothly, but now this thing has come to them, too, and now
they talk in all sorts of manners, and do not know what to do.
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day of next September, Congress will not do anything with it this winter. Then it
will not even be sent by the President to Congress until a year from next December;
that is & year and about two months from now.

Then my belief is that Congress would not ratify that contract until some time a
year or a year und a quarter {from now; that would be at the session beginning a
year from next December.

Then as soon as Congress ratifics it the money comes due by the terms of the con-
tract and then one hundred and twenty days from then the first payment of the
$2,000,000 will be paid and the $1,500,000 begins to draw intercst trom the date of
ratification; but although you are getting your money the country is not opened to
settlement; a great deal more must be done.  The Government must appointallotting
agents to come down here and go with cach Indian to survey what he wants and
mark it off and give him a paper saying it is his. Then all of this work must be
sent to the Secretary of the Interior; he must approve it and issue you another
paper. Now, all this work will take from six months to a year nearly. We can not
say exactly how long, but we do know than the Cheyennes and Arapahoes’ country
was not opened for thirteen months after the contract was ratified. So you see with-
out saying anything about it in the contract you have about two years before this
contract goes into effect.  That is as long as Big Head (Komalty) wanted, and most
as long as Big Tree wanted.

Now, I will tell you why it is better not to put it in the contract. First, you will
have the two years anyway; uext, because you will not have the first $200,000, and
the second $200, 000, and the $175,000 until after it goes into effect. Now, you think
about these things, and we will think about the suggestious that Quanna made,
the two and one-half millions. the half’ million to go to Congress. DBring in your
list of white men. When the lists are brought in we wish you would say whether
you want them to have only land or land and money. We will prepare the paper
with all that we propose, and bring the typewriter so anything you want in can be
put iu.

OCTOBER 6, 1892,

Mr. SAvrE. We propose that every Indian on the reservation have 160 acres, and
that we pay them in different manner two million dollars. Many of the head 1nen,
many of the Indians, have made speeches to us during the council in which they said
they were willing to act upon that proposition andsign the paper; otherssuggested
in council and Quanna spoke of it that before they decided upon the question that
they would like a lawyer. We waited for the lawyer to conte, but yesterday Quanna
informed us that the lawyer had goue, and said to him that he could not do anything
for the Indians, but that the Indians might get half a million dollars more if they
would ask Congress for it. Quanna then proposed that we make a contractand sign
the paper as we proposed, with the recommendation that the Indians want an attor-
ney and an opportunity to be heard for the other half million dollars.

Then if Congress allows the $500,000 the Indians will have $2,500,000; if they do
not, they will have $2,000,000.

Now, that is the proposition that we said we would think over until to-day. We
have concluded upon that proposition made by Quanna to say this to the Indians:
That the contract shall be signed as we have prepared it, and in our report to the
President, which he sends to Congress, we will use this langnage. We will send
the agreement with this report to the President and he will send it to Congress,
and there your delegation and attorney can be heard. This is what we will put in
our report: The Indians upon this reservation seem to believe that their surplus
land is worth $2,500,000, and Congress may be induced to give them that much
money for it. Therefore, in compliance with their request, we report that the
Indians desire to be heard through an attorney and a delegation to Washington
upon the question. The agreement signed, however, to be effective upon ratifica-
tion, no matter what Congress may do with the extra half million. That is what
we agree to put in the report. Theun the agreement that we have written provides
in the first article provided that you cede to the United States the reservation that
you now live upon, subject to the conditions in the first article. The second article
provides that every Indian over the age of 18 years may selcct for himself or herself
160 acres of land. That the parents—the father and mother, or either of them—may
select 160 acres of land for each one of their children under the age ot 18 years; and
where there is an orphan child under the age of 18 years, one having neither father
nor mother, then the agent or some one selected for the purpose shall select 160 acres
of land. The allotment need not be taken all together, but may be taken in one,
two, three, or four pieces, just as it suits the Indian. Every Indian that now has
improvements shall have the right to take his allotment so as to embrace the
improvements; no other Indian can take them unless the Indian chooses to abandon
them. Then if an Indian gets a piece of land upon which there is mineral, like gold
and silver or zinc or copper, that belongs to the Indian that gets the allotment.
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the commission’s talk is good, but, as I have told youn already, the leaders of my tribe
and others opposed the proposition and for that reason I will not sign the paper.
With regard to adopting the whites, all of these white men here are married into
the tribe, arc bad characters, and for that reason I am opposed to adopting them.
These are my feelings.

Mr. JEROME. I assume, now, that all the Indians understand that all that do not
want to trade under any circumstances need not weary nus with their talk. If they
do not want to trade with the commission they do not need to sign the paper at all.
This is not to shut off talk, but some want to talk about this thing; but there is no
use for those that do not want to trade to talk, because we will know that they do
not want to trade when they will not sign the paper. The commissioners have tried
to present to you a plan of settling this matter so fair and generous that we hoped
there would not be an Indian on the reservation but that would sign iv, and we
expect before we get through that they will all sign it, because it is the best thing
for them. The reasons for signing it are because it is the best thing for them to do.
If there is an Indiau here that in good faith says he does not understand it, we will
explain it to him; but it does no good to talk about old things. Now, if Judge
Sayre has not made it plain to you you can ask any question you want and he will
explain it further to you. What we mean to say is to confine all the talk to the
business heve.

TABANANACA (Comanche). The land will not be taxed; how about the personal
property ¢

Mr. JEROME. We do not know; what we agree to is the land. We do not know
and do not want to deceive them.

TAasaYERCHA (Comanche). I want to tell my friends what I think about it to-day.
My friends brought the words of the Great Ifather to tlie land where I stay. When
1 see your faces it does not seem to disturb me, except that I feel good to see you.
I do not refuse or disclaim the thoughts of anybody else, how can we when it is
caused by the Great Spirit, our Father. When I see you to-day my talk makes me
feel like laughing, and I stand firm on what has been said between us. I stand
right through on the Washington talk. Wheu it comes to signing this contract I,
for one, do not love my namc or want to keep it back. I will not have anything to
say abont it. Now, the way they are doing this, I want to admit my friend into the
tribe. I believe he has an Indian wife.

QuanNA (Comanche). The subject I brought forward causcd some meditation, and
now I want to say something tnat will very likely bring them to think of some
other thoughts. The Government is composed ot a great many men, and this is the
business you are doing for the Government, and you can very likely do a great deal
for us, and we ask your assistance. The Government says it is a friend to all the red
people and wants to give them a good road. This commission brings this to us and
says that it is the best thing to do; it gives us farins and plantations and put us on
the white man’s road generally.

Now the commission says that we will sign this contract to-day and then we can
not tell any definite time when it will take effect; but say we will take this contract
and give it to the President; he will give it to Congress, and whenever Congress
says it is all right, then in four moons from that the Indians will be paid $65. That
the time will be 10110‘ before we get the money and from one payment to the other
will be long and startm(r in new to do someﬂnu(r for themselves it might be consid-
ered sufficient money for each person to fix up. Now, I do not think thut it wonld
be enough, and for that reason I think this half million dollars would be in good
play, so we want this commission to help us get it from Congress. And when the
delegation gets there we will all sing the same tune and try and get it. This $165
that the half million dollars would make for each man would help us out consider-
able. That is the main thing I have to talk about—how to get this extra money.
The commission is working for the Government and likes to make a little money as
they go along, and I think God made everybody that way. I have talked consider-
able about thls half million dollars already, and when some of us get ready to go
and talk to Congress, if Congress has a tender heart and wants to assist us, it will
be a big thing forus. That is enough about that; we will talk aboutsomething else.

There is one thing that we depend on to get a little money—that is the lease of the
gress. It is an indefinite time betore this trade will e complete. 1t may be one,
two, or three years. We can not tell how long. Under the provisiouns of the com-

© tract you can not tell how long it will be before we receive any money out of it.
The provmlons of this coutract W111 not interfere with any leases now standing. I
want it arranged that this contract will be delivered to the President, and that the
President will send it to Congress and make the payment and send surveyors out to
make allotments, and when everythmg is finished the Government can tell the cat-
tlemen to get out. Imean to wait until the order to open the country for white
settloment is issned and then let the cattlemen know that the time is up.
I was talking with the agent about it, and you can talk the matter over in your
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own language. It is inmnaterial whether it is in the contract or not. Now, I want
to talk all these things over, 8o we will understand them. We do not want to talk
with two tongues.

Yesterday I snggested about this half million dollars. The commission said that
they would take that under consideration until to-day, and now ti:e commission has
weditated and said we will take your talk to Washington and do what we can for
you; that the commission say we have studied it over and concluded to put your
wants before Congress for you. llaving talked this matter over, you have asked me
to sign my name to the contract. I want to hear all the pLuts and various points.
I kiow that the law is a very particular thing. Then when we get through dis-
cussing it I am ready for you to sign my name. I do not expect myself to bring
my condition in muel better shape 1;y this trade. Some of the commissioners have
been at my housc and eaten with me and know how 1 live; but I am talking for my
people, who are not fixed yct.

Some time ago my friends Lone Wolf and White Man visited the Commissioner of
Indian Affairs and the Sceretary with our agent, and the Commissioner said, ¢ Now,
you three men have different tongues but you must travel on the sameroad.” Now,
if’ they travel the road with me 1 think they will (o good. I asked the commission-
ers a question yesterday that they did not answer; that in every township there is
to be two sections kept out for school. At that rate there will be a great many.
We know that they are for our Lenefit, but there are a great many of thew and it
cuts quite a fignre.

Mr. JuROME. We give just as much with them as without them.

QUANNA PARKER (Comanclie). The mouutains are all supposed to be rocks and
the rocks supposed to be worthless, but the military use them to make houses with,
and you say the Governwment does "not propose to pay anything for this worthless
land—rocks. We could let it go, but suppose some fellow should find gold in it; it
would make a big fuss.

Mr. JEROME, Yon know that if this contract is made you can go into any pasture
and take any allotment it you want.

TaBaNaNaca (Comanche). T think we are putting oft and standiug in the way of
our kin folks and taking up time that we might utilize. I have listened to this good
talk you have been making us. Any plan that the Government puts before us I am
ready to take hold of. The Goverument is stroug and the plans of the Government
we can not break; we can ask for a little more money, that does not make any dif-
ference; but I am ready to enter into this agreement now. I depend altogether upon
our Father at Washington, and not npon any outside persons. I give my talk to a
great many of my friends, and the talk of different individuals is only putting the
matter off. The Government is doing this and not the Indians; there is no Comanche
chief or Kiowa chief doing this for us; it is the Governiuent.

OCTOBER 11, 1892,

Mr. JrroME. We were here this forenoon and brought the contract that we hoped
to muke with the Indians; we stated then that we would come back this evening.
While we were herc quite a ninber of the soldiers signed the contract, and we had
reason to expect that quite a umunber would be glad to sign the coutra,('t it we came
back to-night. There has been so much talk about this contract and what it contains
that the Commissioners believe that all the Indians in the vicinity of the fort and
the councils where we met know what they are. We came here to-night for the
purpose of giving every soldier that lives on the reservation an opportunity to sign
the contract, and we have said everything why the Indians should sign the treaty
that we care to say. The very fact that these Indians have beconie soldiers indnces
the comission to believe that they are more ready to enter npon this new life and
the road that the white men travel. I do not care to say any more words to these
Indians why they should sign the contract because it has been fully stated, but
there is an opportunity offered every Indian on the reservation to sign the contract
now.

1t has been called to my attention that somebody reported to the Indians that the
commission tried to bulldoze them to-day, to coerce them to make them sign the
paper. Now, if that is so there are some twenty or thirty Indians here now that
were here to-day that can present testimony that that is not true.

The Government has too much contfidence in its own integrity to resort to anything
that is low or ugly to get an Indian to do anything it wants them to do.  What I wish
to say here to-night is not addressed to one Indian that was here to-day, because they
know that there was not one word spoken by a commissioner that was intended to
coerce them. These words are addressed to the Indians who were not here to-day,
but are to-night. Let me state the position of the Governwment about making this
trade with the Indians. The Government has not anything to offer any Indian to
sign the paper, or to au interpreter who interprets your language to us, or to any
man that stands around and talks about the paper, but everything is stated in the
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paper and is given to everybody alike. It the comimission hires an interprcter to
stand Lere and tall and write for them, it intends to pav them a reasonable sum for
the services, just like the Government pays you for being soldiers, that is all. If
any man chzu‘ges or tells you that there is favoritisin used, or that "this one or that
one gets something that you do not see, they are simply telling you what is not
true. The great Govermment of the United States is too large, and too strong, and
too generous, aud too good to ever have to carry on its purposes that way. And
when tho tiovernment decided that you could not use this land in the old way any
longer, it simply provided that you should first have a good home and that the rest
of the land should be used for homes for other people, that it would pay you for it,
and that every Indian on the reservation should share alike in the imnoney. All that
the Government expected these commissioners to do or tell the Indians was that you
shall have such liberal-sized homes that you could see that it was best for you, so
that you would know that no one was trying to force you.

If o man tells you these things, or it any number of men tell you these stories, if
they will come lefore the commission we will satisfy you that they are tclling you
stories, or talking with a crooked tongue. Now, I hope we will hear no more of
this; I hope these men will stop t(llk]n“ this way if they have been talking that
way. The business we come here to settle to- night is w hether you want to sign the
paper. We come here with coufidence that if you see these things in all their
phases and bearings that there would not be a man here that would Liesitate a min-
ute to walk ap and sigu the paper.

Docro (Kiowa). For myself I am a little afraid of the rest of the Kiowas that
are at Anadarko.

Mr. JeroMmE., I want to say one word more to these Indians. I have lived
among Indians most of my life and awn familiar with the way that contracts and
treaties have been made with them for the last fifty years. In old times, when the
commissioners went out to treat with the Indians, if the commissioners could get a
few of the old chiefs and old men to sign the paper, they walked away; they pdld
no attention to the rest of the tribe. Your own treaty that was made at Medicine
Lodge, wbout which so much has been said here, was not signed by all the Indians,
but by a half dozen headmen. Now, why was the rule ch«mfred"’ I will tell you.
‘What we propose to do, not in the contr act, atfects 111(11\1(111@13, it gives them land
and money. The prineipal provisions of the old treaties only atfected the tribe as a
tribe, so if it only affected the tribe as a tribe the headmen and the chiefs could make
treaties for them. DBut as these contracts affect cvery inan on the reservation indi-
vidually—every man, wom:n, and child—everyone has a voice in it that has reached
the age of diseretion.

Now, these remarks were suggested by the man thatstands down by the gun rack;
he says he is afraid it will offend someone down at Anadarko. What I want to say
on behalf of the Government is that it affects you, it affects your wives and your
children, it affcets the tribe. And one of the first things that an Indian wants to
learn, if he wants to progress and becowe self-supporting, is that he must take care
of himself. e is not called upon to harm anybody else or withdraw from the tribe,
but he is called npon to take care of his wife and children. In order to do that well
he must think for himself and act for himself. If the same rule was followed to-day
that was followed when the Medicine Lodge treaty was made, this treaty would have
been made long ago, because all the chic £ signed it, and 344 Indians have signed it
besides, whichis a wood deal more than halt of the Indians of all the thrce tribes.
If these Indians are ever going to be good soldiers each one must act for himself,
each must be a good soldier for himself. If you were going to perform a m111Lary
duty you would not say the officers have performed their duty yon would know
that it was the duty of every man in the ranks to perform his duty too. Now, I
hope that every man here will feel the responsibility that rests on him; and this is,
perhaps, his last opportunity to act in this matter. I am very glad, for one of the
commission, that your officer is here to give countenance to this meetlu , and I hope
that he will feel the responsibility that Tests on him; if he hears one word that is not
right, that he will speak of it. I know that he has your respcct from the request
that you made in his behalf; that he share, on account of his kindness to you, in the
benefits of this trade. I hope I have said enough to these Indians so that they will
not be influenced by what someone outside has said, or that you will be afraid of
hurting someone else’s feelings. These headmen have no right to direct you. You
must act for yourselves.

Lieutenant Scort. Governor Jerome lias spoken of the benefits that might come
to me from signing this contract. I wish that every man would take his own course
in this matter, and I do not believe that the commission has any idea that you would
do anything that you do not believe in. So far as any benefits to me are concerned,
I wish you would put that out of your sight. I would rather that I never got a
foot of land anywhere than that anIndian be induced to do anything in my behalf, on
account of any benefitit might bring to me. Ihaveheardthat there havebeen threats
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name. But sitting here this evening I heard a disrespectful remark made by my
nephew, and now nothing will induce me to erase my name. Then I was hesitating;
now I understand this matter fully, and am on this road.

Mr. JEroMi. I will say this afternoon that we received such an invitation from
those people at Anadarko. 1If they sent the invitation and did not mean to do any-
thing, they did a bad thing. They could not expeet these old gentlemen to ride
away up there to talk, We would only go to complete the contract. 1t would be
very bad, indeed, to invite them: and not intend to do «nything. They are men that
have been down at the council and know all about it. If we aceept the invitation
and go up there and they should say we only wanted you to talk to us we shounld
feel very badly, because we have had our talk and they kuow all about it. So we
assume that they invite us in good faith; that they kuow what is in the treaty, and
want to help exceute it.

Lucius (Kiowa). When we touched the pen, we did it with the understanding that
the country wounld be divided up in three ycars; and this atternoon when we heard
the talk of the people at Anadarko we were rather afraid, because we arenot braves,
and the rest ot the people that signed the paper are real cowards and want their
names off.

Mr. SayrE. What did he hear?

Lucivs (Kiowa). The one thing I heard was that the Kiowas understood that the
headuen were signing the contract with the understanding that it would take effect
in three years. To hear from our people scared us; because we are not braves.

ANADARKO, IND, TER., OCTOBER 14, 1892,

Mr. JErROME. The commissioners desire to speak a word to these Indians. We
were holding ecouncils down near the subagency at Fort Sill for several days. We
saw a great many Indians there that usually draw their rations there, but a great
many Indians, it was told us, drew their rations here and lived away up the river
that conld not come here conveniently. The other day the Indians expressed a wish
that we would come up here and see them in council; so when your agent sent us
the message saying that you wanted to see us here we finished up onr business there
and came here yesterday.

Now, we are here to talk with these Indians, to repeat the words of the Great
Father to them, and to hear what they want to say to the Great I"ather. We are
not here to tall\ about making anv trade or treaty with the Indians for ourselves, but
we are sent by the Congress of the United States to spealk to you, and in whatever
we say to you we shall speak with great care and_caution, speak with great delib-
eration to you, as becomes the words of the Great Father of the United States, and
the Indians who speak here for their brothers must remember that they are speak-
ing to the Government of the United States. You should speak freely and fairly,
and let them speak about the business that we are here to speak about, and let it be
done fairly and with good hearts. I.et no man think, let no Indian thmk that the
Government is here to do him wrong. If there is any Indian lere that thinks the
contract that we have been exhibiting here and having signed up at IFort Sill is
wrong, let him talk with the commission freely about it befure he says it is wrong.
I assume that there are a good many men here that havenot attended the counecils at
the subagency. 1t there are’any of those men who have not attended the connecils
and do not know what was told themn, we will be very glad to explain it to them.
‘When men get together to do business they should talk a,ll about it, know all about
it, and understand all about it, before they will know what is rlﬂht Now, I told
you a little while ago that we came here to talk to you as 1'epresenta,tives of the
United States and with good hearts, and we expect that the Indians that come to
talk to us come to talk with good hearts.

If there are any Indians here that feel aggricved about anything let them wait a
little while and hear, and I know that they will {eel good. The commissioners have
talked so much about this trade that they do not know which Indians do not under-
stand it and what part they do not understand, so that we are at a loss to know
where to begin. Now, to know from some of the Indians the part or parts that they
do not understand, the commissioners will not talk about the contract until they
hear from you.

Aprrarox® (Kiowa). O, Great Spirit, listen to me talk. Yon are doubtless look-
ing upon this congregation aud doubtless know the hearts of each one here. Guide
my words so that they may reach the proper authorities. Donot lead me off to any-
thing that is crooked. Now that I am about to speak to the commission I agk that I
be heard above. What I have to say, my Father in Heaven, write that in a book
above, and let it be the same tall written in this book that the commissioners have.
My Father ahove, many years ago the Great IFather at Washington appointed men
of kuowledge to come ont and treat with the Kiowas, Comanches, and Apaches,
like this commission, This contract was agreed upon and signed by our headmen
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business talk. I know something, and I will tell the commission. I am not very
old, and I am not a very Iearned man, but when I was a boy 1 was told that this
earth and sky was created by aGreat Power above; that it was made so for the human
race to live on. And when I was a little older I was told again that a contract was
made between the United States and the Kiowa and Comanche tribes.  In that coun-
cil the Indians were told of the great love that the Great Father at Washington had
for his red children; that the commission said that the Great Father at Washington
said that he would give his red children a picce of land sonthwest of where they
met—the treaty ground--and that this piece of land wonld he kept by the Indians
for thirty years. DBecause of that treaty 1 am speaking to this present commission.
It is not agreeable to these Indians that are before yon to make a new trenty with
the Government about this matter.

Amoraau (Kiowa). Spirit above, the reason that we have been calling upon You
to look down npon us is that we wish to do straight business with this commission.
There is noother like You upon this earth; help us. We have nomeans of knowing
the contents of the Medicine Lodge treaty; but he that as it may, our fathers at that
council told us what wuas said. They have no written record, but we think we
know, because our people that are old now wonld not tell us anything that was not
true. At that council, calling Sitting Bear and Kicking Bird, the principal chief of
the Kiowa tribe and the other chiefs of the Comanches, in signing they lifted their
hands up, telling the Great Spirit that they have entered upon a solemn agreement
with a different race. The Great Spirit doubtless recorded all that was said and all
that is suid here; that paper that was signed is doubtless in Washington to-day.

This treaty was also made, and to-day we have this country; it was branded, and
when branded the Great Spirit looked atit. All that was done was done in the pres-
ence of the Great Spirit, and because we are behind we take hold of it. I am not
disputing your authority to come and talk with us, but as I said before, this Medi-
cine Lodge treaty was made first, was signed first, and Washington took hold of it,
and this paper that our good friends brought ns is away belnnd the first, and we
intend to take hold of the first paper and let this alone. This is the desire of the
Kiowas; that is what they wish to do now. When they gave the rising vote they
told the Great Spirit with nplifted hands that they did not want to receive this prop-
ogition as presented to them. We thought that when the treaty was ended that
the Great Father would send some of his good men to talk to these Indians as an
their future welfare, and our hopes are for that time; that we would be given to
extended time similar to the Medicine Lodge treaty.

CHATLEKAUNGKY (Kiowa). These gentlemen are my friends; the Great Father at
‘Washington sent these, my friends, here; the commission had been at Fort Sill and
there made a talk to the Indians there, and I was sitting herc and listening to all
that was said down at Iort Sill. To-day they are here before us. I look at their
faces and it presents a very good picture, showing some knowledge of the country.
‘What you have heard from your friends (the first three speakers) do not be offended
by it; they do not mean any harm; they are your friends. You look upon these
Indians and think, while they are not educated, they are men. You are men, and
while not related to each other, we are related by reason of our creation; your color
is different from ours, but your blood is the same as mine. You are created by the
power that created us, so we are brothers. I am told that the Great Father at Wash-
ington thinks a great deal of his children that are living upon this earth. These
friends of mine are occupying very prominent positions in the nation, and because
they are prominent they should try to help the old and weak and blind. When the
Medicine Lodge treaty, as spoken of by the other speakers, was made, I was a young
man and was present in the council. DPrior to making this treaty, the life of the
Indians was then wild and has not changed that wildness yet; but the white man
was the same in those days. The white wmen would come and kill onr people, seek-
ing all the time to destroy us; we were the same, going on the warpath and doing
wrong. But when the treaty was made all these things were talked of at that
council.

At that council this reservation was given to the tribes that arc now residing on
it for thirty years. During these thirty years we were to receive benefits from this
treaty and the seven days were given us in that treaty [i.e., that rations would be
given every seven days.] At that time the treaty was signed and the road was made
for the Indians to travel, and probably soon after that the white people were
informed that such work was done. To prove the results of this treaty is this agent
that is now in our midst that such a treaty was made and ratitied by Congress.
Over here is a big schoolhouse; over here is another schoolhouse; and now there are
schools all over the reservation as the resnlt of this treaty. During that council
this treaty was made, and the people, your friends, sitting here know that we have
a few more years to go there under that treaty, and that the future would be looked
after by the Great Father and a new road made similar to the Medicine Lodge
treaty.
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with us and the Apaclhies. Our people have not reached a stage of self-support;
these young men that are before you are ignorant of the nuse of a plow and other
tools, and are not ready for the new road. We respectfully ask the commission to
look upon us with some degree of mercy and convey our talk to Washington,
because we are not able to support ourselves should this measure be pressed upon us
hastily.

Bic Bow (Kiowa). You have told us to ask and find flaws in the contract. Now
your message from the Great I"ather is like an ememy coming to camp among the
people, and the people are disturbed. This is really the case of the Kiowas, and
those that are opposing the treaty arc scared to-day becanse the contents of the
treaty tends to destroy our stock and everything we have and everything that grows
upon the earth. You have told us to tell you how we felt about the treaty. 'Thisis
my feeling; I do not know what the rest of the people think. You need not feel
uneasy; no one will hurt yon; you came here to talk business and we are talking
about it.

Lirrie RoBE (Kiowa). To-day I am going to give a little talk to the commission-
ers. You have told us that you were sent here by the Great I"ather at Washington
to come and tallk about the surplus lands. I listened to all you said to the Indians
at Fort Sill, and know what yon came for. I am not thinking hard of the commis-
sion. I consider them my friends. I am not going to tell thein anything bad, and
they will not feel bad about my talk. These men that are before you and some that
are behind you understand that you are here to make a trade. Yon are talking that
the purpose of .your visit to our reservation is to buy our surplus land. Now, the
reason I am oppoxing the selling the surplus land to the Government is that I am
poor. Having only one horse, some one comes along and wants to buy him. If
I sell the horse I will probably havenothing. The horse is useful to me. The white
people, as it were, have one horse, but becanse he had a little more knowledge he is
using it to better advantage than [ am. I have only one hovse, and while I am not
using him to the best advantage, yet I feel if I sell Lim I will regret it. We have
told you we are not iu favor of selling the land. I am in sympathy with the four
men over there. I am not anxious to trade. This talk is not my own, but it is
for the people before you. They said no; I am telling you no. We have told you
that we would not sell the surplus land and will repeat to yon that we are not
anxious to make the contract. I heard of your talk and know what you would say
to-morrow, but I have heard it. Almnost similar questions have been asked in the
councils at Fort Sill. I know what the answers will be.

Mr. JErOME. I am told by the agent that he expects to issue some beef this
evening, and would like to have us adjourn. To-morrow, when you come back, the
commissioners will talk to you; we have heard you all this afternoon. To-morrow
we want you to come, and those that stayed away to-day to come. Now go and get
your beef and go home and go to sleep, and sleep good, and dream happy dreams, and
sleep good, because you know that the Government sent us here, not to do you harm,
but to make one of the best coutracts that the Government ever made with any
Indians. You come here to-morrow and keep your ears open and we will satisfy
you that it is for your benefit. Conic with good hearts and talk honestly, and the
commission will treat you just as good. If there are any Indiansat home that differ
with you about this, bring them.

OCTOBER 15,1892,

Mr. JeroMmE. Let me say a word to these Indians about the interpreter; Joshua
has been interpreting for the Kiowas since we began to talk. He is o man that has
man educated in the English language and can interpret much better than any
been that has not been educated. All men that interpret between the English lan-
guage and the Indian language may make an error, no matter how careful they may
be. We made no selection of the interpreter in the beginning, but Joshua came
there, as we supposed, as the selection of the Kiowa Indians. Now we have got so
far with our papers that no man can come in and make o certiticate except the man
who began with us. Yon will see the necessity of keeping Joshua along until these
talks arc ended, because we can not close up our busiuess with a new man.

We trast that Joshua has told the Indians what we have said truthfully and told
us what the Indians have said truthfully as he understood it at the time. We trust
that if Joshua remaiuns here as an interpreter that he will be very careful to interpret
every word as it is said by us. But if theve is any doubt or fear on the part of the
Indians that everything is not interpreted as said by the commissioners to the
Indians, we would be very glad to have these other interpreters sit here, and if there
is anything interpreted wrong let it be corrected right at the time. In the condi-
tion of things, and because we have our contract so largely signed, we can’t change
unless he stays here to do the talking; but these men can sit here, and if Joshua does
not tell it right they can correct it and we will be satisfied. I do not know these
interpreters that have been named, nor do any of the commissioners know them, but
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goon was so that you could get the grass money, and when we fixed it so you could get
the grass money until the Gover nment pays this money they said it was all right.
I do not pretend to say that every Indian in the council up there nnderstood thls
whole matter, but 1 do say upon behalf of this commission that all these words were
said to the Iudians, and we believe it was interpreted to the Indians.

There were present besides Joshua as interpreter at least three persons that could
interpret for the purpose of correcting any mistake that Joshua made. And after
we fixed the paper so you could get two and a half millions of money if Congress
wanted to give it to you, they all geemed satisfied, and when the question ot time—
how long it would be before Congress would act and the country be opened—when
it was fixed so that you could oot your grass money right along, that scemed to suit
them, too. Now, these things were said to the Indians a gledt many times, and per-
sons that sat around for the purpose of hearing that Joshna and Mr. Clark inter-
preted right said it was interpreted right, and when a mistake wasmade we stopped
right ou the spot and waited nuntil it was corrected.

Let me say one word morve about this interpretation. Unfortunately for correct
interpretation, there were threc difterent langnages, and sometimes Mr. Clark was
interpreting, sometimes Joshna was interpreting, and someone else was interpreting
at the same time, and it made it a little hard to understand. That would be true of
the mass of Indians that was theve.

The Indians might have misunderstood this, but when these headmen came before
the commission and snid they understood it they undoubtedly told it right to their
people, becanse they understood it. I have said this much about any misunderstand-
ing that is claimed to have been had about this contract. I want tosay another word
or two to you. This commission did not come here to get them quarreling among
themselves or to say had words to the commission or have any bad feeling about it.
We came here to represent the great Government of the United States and tell you
what the Great Father told ns to tell you, and the first thing we told you was that
Congress had determined to buy np the surplus lands in the Indian Territory and
open them for white settlement. As to the authority and power of Congress to do it
there is not a person who lears me speak but knows that Congress has the power
and will provide a way to do it.

In ordor to carry out this resolve of Congress, they sent these comimissioners here
named by the President of the United States to make aliberal arrangement with you
about your landsfor the President of the United States. Now, they expect that when
we talk to the Indians that we will talk with a good heart and straight tongue, and
we will be so patient with them and talk it over r and over so many times that the)
will understand it. In old times when they went to make treaties with the tribes
they only talked to four or five headmen; they did not call the Indians together as
we do.

We call all of the Indians towethel and ask all of them to talk and take part in
making the trade, and expect them to & sign the contract, too. Now, when you come
Defore these comunissioners every man has a right to be 'heard that the commission-
ers have time to hear and that will talk with a straight tongue and a good heart
and be respectful to the commissioners and his brother Indiaus. This is too serious
a matter to have these Indians to get angry at each other and so take your minds
oft what is your best interests. If one Indian or one set ot Indians think that one
Indian or one set of Indians have done wrong, and if they do ugly things the Gov-
ernment will surely punish them for it. No Indiap shall be punished by other
Indians because he does not want to sign this contraet. Upon the other hand, if the
Indians want to sign this paper and do what the Government wants them to do, if
there is an Indian or set of Indians that do bad things to them becaunse they did
what the Government wanted them to do the Government will punish them for it.
The Government is running this business and means to have fair play about it. If
one set of Indians does urrly things to their brother Indians because they do what
the Government wants them to, then the Government will stand by the Indians that
stand by it. The Government means to be good to its red children, and it won’t let
one part of the red children be bad to the others. Now,it has been brought to the
attention of the commission that certain chiefs were to be deposed and put out of
oftice because they thonght ditferent from the others. I havesimply to say to these
Indians that must not be done; the Government will not permit it. If you want to
change your chiefs, you must have a better reason than that. That is no reason at
all,

Now I hope we understand ourselves here. I have tried to cxplain for the com-
missivniers all about the money part, that they have got into a misunderstanding
about, and I do know we told you about it before the paper was signed. I have told
you also about this question of what should be done with the lands until Congress
ratified the contract and paid the money, the interest over to you. We believe that
these are good arrangements that we have made, and certainly all that the Indians
ought to ask. I have said a good deal more than I intended tosay; but some angry

S. Doe. T7T——4
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be dead and the middle-aged men will be old, and the papooses that are not yet
born will be men and women., When you take your allotments you do not have to
live upon them if you do not want to. You can go and come asg freely as you do
now. Old men, and women and children, none will be able to cultivate their land,
so the law provides, and we agree, that their land may be rented for them. Every
man and his wife, two together, will get twice as much as I have talked about. If
they have one child, they get three times as much; two children, four times as
much; three children, five times as much. So at the first payument a man and his
wife and three children would get $335; for the second payment they would get
$450; for the third payment they would get $285; and then every year that it
remained on interest in the Ireasury they would get $125. And then when the great
sum a¥ Washington is finally distributed every family of five would get $2,500. And
besides this, as 1 told you a little while ago, you will have until the thirty years
expire all the benefits that are provided in the Medicine Lodge treaty. We do not
interfere with one of them. Now, talke this smallest payment of $75,000 interest
only. Now, to give you an idea of how much it is—it is more than the Comanche,
Kiowa, and Apache Indians ever had in one year in their lives. Now this, when you
come to understund it fnlly, is not a new road, but when yon come to think of it, it
is the same road provided for you by your futhers at the Medicine Lodge council
when they provided that each man might have a farm set off to him. So now you
will see that what we bring to you is not something that shonld cause contention,
angry feelings, and bad blood among you, but something that is good for every one
of you. And we have felt, and still feel, that when yon come to see it unfolded in
all its parts that yon will see that it is best for you.

I believe that I have not told yon how much land it is that you will have. It is
160 acres, to be selected by yourselves before any white people come upon the reser-
vation. It does not mean only 160 acres to a man, but to his wife 160 acres, and to
each of his children 160 acres. 'That is the proposition that we malke to you.

Mr. JErOME. You have had a good explanatiou of the Medicine Lodge treaty and
what we offer you in our contract. Go home and think of it like men and come back
Monday and talk like men.

AreaTiiON (Kiowa). What you have said I have listened to. Yesterday I spoketo
the commission, and now I wish to tell themn just a few words. You have told us
that if we wished to ask any questions all right. I would like to ask a question.
During the councils at Fort Sill when in signing the contract, and in so signing they
told the Great Spirit what they wanted to do, and I would like to know whether
their wishes were written in the contract, two and three and four years; we would
like to take hold of the contract and examine it and see if all the headmen are in
the contract. Something must be wrong; that is the reason this ugly talk is going
on. When I get through I would demand that this confract be read and examined
and see whether what these headmen say is in the contract.

Mr. JEROME. There is nothing about the four years in the contract. Iiverything
about this $67 and $90 and $57 was all stated by Jadge Sayre, but there are other
things in the contract that will probably take it along three years.

Komarry (Kiowa). In the councils at Fort Sill some of these men were present; I
was present at most of the councils. When Big Tree spoke, most of the Indians be-
fore you said they did not want to sell the land; but at the end of four years if a
commission should be appointed by the I’resident, then when the commission came
at the end of four years they wanted $1.50.

Mr. JEroME. That was just as he says. But we would not put it in what they
said. It was $2,000,000, and nothing about four years. We provided that the cattle
leases should go on until the Governmment ratified the contract. They are right, and
we are right; but what is in the contract? Now, have you any interest in having it
one or two or threc or four years, except to get the grass money™

Komarnry (Kiowa). That is not our reason; but in our agreement with the United
States at the Medicine Lodge Creek it was that we should not be disturbed; that ne
allotients shonld be attempted.

Mr. JErROME. It says that they shall have the undisturbed use of the land for all
time; that is better than you think it is. Now, open your ears, so you will hear this:
Congress says that the President may order these Indians or any other Indians to
take allotments whenever he wants te. The Medicine Lodge treaby, read by Judge
Sayre, provides that Congress may make any rule about the land, and yon have
agreed to it iu the Medicine Lodge treaty.

Now Congress has full control of you, it can do as it is a mind to with you; the
President can order you to take allotments to-morrow if he wants to. We want to
be entirely fair with yon and tell you all about these things. You say you have
no right here except for thirty years from the Medicine Lodge treaty. We told you
that is not true; you have a good deal better right than that. If we wantedto drive
a hard bargain with you, we would say, Yes, your rights do expire as you say they
do. The trouble is that someone has told you what was untrue, and told you wrong,
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This commission did not come to force anybody to sign the paper, but we do expect
that when we show yon that it is for your good to sign the paper that you will do
80. A good many of these Indians have said to the commission, *“ We know all
that is in the paper, and we do not want to sign it.” Now, if those Indians still
feel that way and do not want to sign it, all right. Each man should decide
for himself whether he wants to sign the paper or what is best for his own inter-
ests. But he should not attempt to decide whether he wants to sign the paper or
not till he knows all about it, nor should he say he won’t sign it because some-
body else thinks he should not, nor should he settle this matter in his own mind
while he is angry at somebody. He should wait and sleep on it until he is well
and then use his best judgment and not refuse to sign it because somebody tells
him not to.

Bi¢ TreE (Kiowa). All of them have understood the purpose of the Commis-
sioners’ visit. It is not right that the Commissioners should have the floor all the
time; we want to say something.

Mr. Jeromu. The commissioners come here and know all about this and the
Indian knows but very little; they should not want to talk until they have heard
all about it. It does not do any good for the commissioners to hear the Indians
stand up and say they do not want to trade; that we know when they have said it
once. We take them to be men and mean what they say. Now, I ask my friend
Big Tree, who seems to be my friend, if he knows as much about what the Govern-
ment wants them to do as the commissioners do? I will answer for him. Fe will
say: I do not know as much about what the Government wants them to do as the
commissioners. Now, I want to tell Big Tree also that the Government is the Great
IFather of the Indians and the white men also, and when the GGovernment wants to
do anything it sends its commissioners ont to tell the Indians or white men what it
vsl'ants done. It is the Government that must regulate all these things; nobody
else can.

Big TreE (Kiowa). I understand all that you have to say to the Indians. I lis-
tened and listened time and again until the words go through the other ear, and
still you talk and talk and talk. Now, you sit down and let us talk a little time.

Mr. JErOME. No, sir; I will not do it. 1 will tell yon why I want to talk., I
want to talk to you just as kindly as the President would, because I represent the
President. If Big Tree does not want to come and hear him talk, all right. He
was sick Saturday and may be sick to-day. The Government comes here for a par-
t.ilcu]n,r purpose, and the Indians that feel as he does have no purpose but to be let
alone.

Bic TreE. You have talked to these Indians for ten or twelve days, and now you
will not listen to the Indians, and how can you know the feclings of the Indians if
you do not let them talk to you? Saturday, before adjourning council, you told the
Indians that on Monday would be the day for the Indiaus to talk; now we have
come together yon got up to talk, and you are still standing to talk just as I am look-
ing at this sun shine, and just as certain as I know the sun shines above I know the
talk of the commissioners. I know the road; I know the right. I do not know
English, but I kuow the words of the commissioners, because they have told us in
the past. You look at these people standing outside, men and women, and standing
every day alter the council. We tell them what is done; we know your words, but
you give us no chance to explain ours to the commission. I have only one pair of
ears and I have listened to you with them; I have not two or three pairs. I am not
willing to use another pair of ears, and if you are my friend sit down and listen to me.

Mr. JeromE. Why not wait till I get through; I may give him plenty of time.

Bic TreE (Kiowa). 1 told you to sit down. You told the Indians on Saturday that
Monday would be the day to talk, and now my ears are stuffed with the words of the
commission.

Mr. JErOME. Now, Big Tree, if there is anything you do not understand I will
explain it to you, but I will talk just as long as I want to. You just sit down and
let me get through talking. I will not be stopped by you or any other Indian. It
is my privilege to talk; that is what I am sent here for. I will treat you fairly and
you must treat me fairly. Let me say to you this: Your agent here sent a telegram
to this commission saying that these Indians want this commission to come here
and talk. Now, Mr. Agent, did you have authority to send that telegram?

Agent Day. Yes, sir; when the telegram came I asked Henry if the Kiowas
wanted the commission to come here; he went around to the tepees and said that
they would rather see them here. On that I sent you the telegram to come.

Mr. JeroME. Now that we are here we will not be cut oft in speaking.

APeATHON (Kiowa). Henry Bulo told the truth. He was present at one of our
councils, and we told him to tell the agent to telegraph the commission to come
down here; that here was the agency; and that the other place was too far to go.
Saturday we saw piles of books and copies of the contract, and to-day we failed to
see anything of them. That is the work of fraud; something is wrong; you have
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why you will be made better off than any white people in this country. 'There is a
provision in the contract that wherever yon have leased land these leases are to
run until they expire by their own terms. So you will get the use of these surplus
lands until Congress gets ready to open them. Now, there are some things that you
should do for yourselves. You should selcet the lands for your homes, and when
you get these large sums of mouey you should not spend them for things you do not
need, but you should build your houses and fence your farms and break your lands,
so you will do like other tarmers and get rich. If you pick out poor lands, and
when you get your money spend it for foolish things or gamble it away, then you
will be very poor indeed. This, in a general way, is what the Government has
planned for you to do. The Comanche, Kiowa, and Apache Indians are not the only
Indians that are being dealt with this way, but all the Indians in the United States
situated as you are are being dealt with in the same way. This commission alone
has made nine contracts outside of this one. We have bought nearly all the land
outside of this reservation. And every tribe of Indians that does as the (tovern-
ment wants them to do, and has the benefit of this money for their surplus lands,
puts them in a condltlon so that they can live comiormbly all their lives, and their
children can live in comfort all their lives. This is the message that the Great
Father at Washington has sent to his red children. This is what the great Congress
at Washington has sent these commissioners here to say to you. Because thisis so
good an offer, we expect that every Indian on the reservation will be glad to sign the
contract when he knows what it is.

Mr. WiLsoN. I have been here perhaps ten days or a week at least, and have done
no talking until now. I havelistened to the Indians and my brother commissioners,
I take it that there are some Indians here who havenot signed the paper. If you do
not understand it, we will explain it to your satisfaction. I want to tell you, too,
that this commission has no interest nnder heaven in your signing this paper; we
only bring the words of the President.

I want to tell yon further that this commission offer you more money than the
Kiowas, Comanches, und Apaches ever had all put together in all their lives. I
want to tell you also that when the commission came here they came to talk to you
like men. I did not expect to tind crazy children; I expected to find men who
would talk and think and look at their own intercst. When we first entered the
reservation we went to Fort 8ill, and there summoned the Comanches and
explained it to them. Aud I am proud to say that there was scarcely a man but
signed the paper. The headmen from the three tribes were there, and a portion
of them at least said it was good and they signed the paper. The agent sent us
word that it was & long ways for the Kiowas and the Apaches to come, and we came,
Now we come to talk friendly to you and for your own benefit. We do not want to
force you to sign the paper; if you don't want to, don’t you do it. We do not want
to force anybody; we do not want to persuade anybody; we only want to tell you
the facts. So far as I am concerned, I have a little piece of land over in Arkansas; I
do not want your land.

Governor Jerome does not want your land; he has a little piece up in Michigan.
The Goverument does not want to wrong you; you know it does not. It can do as
it pleases. It wants to hclp you. Now the question is, will you let it help you?
These Indians all onght to know that; just remember the Medicine Lodge treaty. 1
have heard a great deal about the \Iedlclne Lodge treaty.

Now, just think what we did in that. It set apart this reservation; it is large—
big enough for forty thousand people. Now the Government agreed, too, when you
came to this reservation—the Government paid you annuities every year, agreed to
do it for thirty years (clothing). The Government built this big mill down here; it
employed the agent, cmployed the farmer, cmployed the miller, employed the car-
penter without expense to you, and that for your benefit. Right here let me call
your attention to another point: I hear some talk about rations, about the Govern-
ment furnishing beef under the Medicine Lodge treaty. Now, it does not do that,
and I will tell you why. When the treaty was made there was plenty of game, but
when you got down to jack rabbits the Government knew that you could not hve on
them, so it gave you beef. Was not that good? Now, I have called yonr attention
to what the Government did for you. Now, what have youn done for the Government?
All that the Government asked you to do was not to go to war; don’t quarrel among
yourselves like these crazy children that walked out “of here a bit ago. Now,I said
this reservation was very 1: wrge.  Why did they give yon a large reservation? Why,
to breed buffalo. Now, the Government-knows that the buffalo is gone; the country
is worth nothing to you except as farmers. Now, the Government knows that, and
the W’ashmO’ton friends sent this commission he1 e, and we offer you $2,000, 000 in
money—more than you ever had before in your lives—and gives you Wood "homes
besides.

Now, this offer is enongh to make you all rich ; better off than white people. White
people must pay for their lands; you do not. The object of the Government is to
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should not do that. This is the Government’s council, and it must speak and will
speak all it wants to. We let the Indians talk all they want to when they talk
good, but when they say bad words we do not let them talk. There are a good many
Indians here that were not up at Sill, and they would be glad to hear about our paper.
It is true that Big Tree knew all about what was in the paper, because he was up at
Sill and talked a great deal. But he should not want to stop other people fromn hear-
ing. The commissioners ave not at all afraid of their being ugly to us; they can not
hurtus. What wesaid was about hurting other Indians that signed. If they thought
they were running this council, they were mistaken. The Government made the
plan about opening the country and paying the money, and has to do most of the
talking. A great many of these Indians have been at Washington; maybe he has.
If Big Tree went to Washington and saw the Great Father, he would not tell him to
sit down; if they would not talk about the Great Father, they should not talk about
men that are sent here by him to talk to them. We want to be good to them and
say good things to them. We shall be here for a few days and will be glad to see
any Indians that want to come and talk with us. But we do not want them to come
and say bad things. Thisman is very much of & gentleman, and we appreciate what
he says; we are glad to have him talk any time he wants to. So we are glad to have
any other Indians, if they talk good and in a friendly manner as he has. We hope
he will be our friend.

Extracts from report of Indian Inspector James McLaughlin, of proceedings of councils
held with Kiowa and Comanche Indians on the Apache, Kiowa, and Comanche reserva-
tion, showing their views with respect to alloiments.

COUNCIL AT FORT SILL, WITH COMANCHES, ON NOVEMBER 2, 1898.

Agent WALKER. Wehave with us to-day United States Indian Inspector McLaugh-
lin, who has been sent here by Secretary Bliss for the purpose of visiting you and
talking with you to ascertain your wishes. He has to visit all parts of the reser-
vation, and yon will understand our talk will have to be brief. [ know that he will
be glad to hear anything you may have to say.

Inspector McLAUGHLIN. My friends, I wish to say to you that I have heard a
great deal of this agency and the people who reside upon this reservation, but this
is the first time I have Liad the pleasure of seeing it and visiting you. I regard your
country as an excellent one. You have a large scope of magnificent grazing land,
and I would be very glad to see you have sufficient stock of your own to occupy it
and use the grass. I am very much pleased with the appearance of the Indians I
have met upon this reservation; and hope to be able to make a very good report of
you to the Secretary, and that I have found you working together for the general
good of all the people. There is one thing that pleases me very much. It is finding
your children in school. It isa great thing tohave your children, learn the language
of the country so they will not have to do business through an interpreter. I will
listen to anything you may have to say, and answer any questions that you may
desire to ask me.

Isurra (Comanche chiet). You see how these Indians look; you see how all the
country looks; llow my land, houses, cattle, horses, and everything looks, and the
three tribes on this reservation. They want to keep their land. They don’t want
to have it opened. We would not want to live here any longer if the country were
opened. Some time ago I went to Washington. I told the Comniissioner that 1
wanted to leave the bad road and go ou the good road. I told the Commissioner
that there were too many different rules ou the reservation—too many vnlers—and I
wanted the Commissioner to get them off. I want to keep my land.

* * * * * * &

PADDYAKER (Subchief, neutral). What Ishita says is true. When you look over
these people you see iow poor they are. We want to keep the land as it is.

¥ W* * *

#* * *

COUNCIL AT RAINY MOUNTAIN SCHOOL, WITH KIOWAS, ON NOVEMBER 3, 1898.

Agent WALKER. We have with ns to-day Major McLaughlin, United States Indian
inspector, who has been sent here by Secretary Bliss to vigit your reservation and to
talk with you upon whatever subject suits you best. He is known all over the
United States as a great friend to the Indians, having worked in their interest for
twenty-eight years.

Inspector MCLAUGHLIN. My friends, I am pleased to see so many of you gathered
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“As an evidence of this we see before us the evil results of the opening of the
Cheyenne and Arapahoe lands to settlement, and the very thought of being sub-
jected to similar hardship and conditions fills our people with horror.

‘“Fourth. H. R. 10049 changes, by amendment, many of the provisions of the
alleged agreement, and operates far more to our disadvantage and injury even than
the original, for the reason that it places the payment (Article VI) for the lands in
the indefinite future. And it is proposed to take our lands now, thus depriving us
of the income from the leases of our grass lands, amounting to $110,000 for the pres-
ent year. This, our only means of snpport, will be taken from us, compelling us to
draw upon the little holdings we now have as a nucleus, in bunches of cattle and
horses, which will soon be exhausted, our people discouraged, and again thrown
upon the Congress of the United States for our support forever.”

Mr. Stephens, of Texus, introduced a bill in the House (IH.R.2917) in April, 1897,
for the ratification of this alleged agreement, setting forth in full the provisions of
the agreement, or treaty, sought to be ratified, and indicated in italics the several
changes the bill made in its provisious.

This bill was placed as an amendment upon the Indian appropriation bill aund
went off on a point of order.

The bill now before the Senate is an exact copy of the Stephens bill, except it
fails to indicate in any way that its terms are not in accord with the provisions of
the alleged treaty.

As an illnstration, Article VI of the alleged agreement provides that as a consid-
eration for the cession of territory and relinquishment of title, claim, and iuterest in
and to the lands, the Government agrees to pay to these Indians the sum of $2,000,000,
one-fourth of which, $500,000, to be distributed per capita among the members of the
tribes within certain periods, and $1,500,000 to be retained in the Treasury to their
credit, and to draw interest at 5 per cent, to be paid annually.

Article VI of this alleged agreement, as set forth in the bill now before the Senate,
while appearing, with quotation marks, to be an exact copy of the agreement, pro-
vides that—

‘A sum not exceeding two million dollars shall be paid in wanner as following:
As fast as the lands opened for settlement under this act are soldl the money received
from such sales shall Le covered into the Treasury and placed to the credit of the
said Comanche, Kiowa, and Apache tribes of Indians: Provided, That no part of said
money shall be paid to said Indiaus until the question of title to the said lands is
fully settled hetwecn said tribes and the Choctaw and Chickasaw tribes by a suit in
the Court of Claims as hereinafter provided ; and said court shall, by its dceree, direct
the payment of said two millions of dollars to the tribes entitled to same, as herein
provided.”

* * * # ”* * *

‘While recognizing the fact that Indians are wards, and the further fact that if a
treaty properly mude with Indian tribes is such a contract as must be fulfilled by
them, is not the Government strictly or in duty bound to comply with the provi-
sions of such treaty? If so, and Congress changes the terms of this alleged agree-
ment as proposed in this bill, such ehanges should be submitted to these Indians for
their consideration.

Senator (‘hilton, by amendment, proposes another change which at first sight may
appear as a great concession in the Indian’s interest, but will prove—if beneticial at
all—only so to the very smmall number living in the immediate vicinity of Fort Sill.
The Wichita Mountain range is immediately on the north, and north of this range
the larger number of the three thousand Indians are now located, many of them
more than 50 miles distant.

This ‘“block of land,” 144 sections, or 92,160 acres, is an infinitesimal portion of
the 3,500,000 acres comprising the reservation. The minimum number of acres of
the Lest grazing land—as stated by experts from long experience—required for one
head of stock is 15 acres. Therefore this proposed ‘“block of land” will furnish
pasturage for jnst two head of cattle for each of these 3,000 Indians.

Five years ago these Indians were what are known as blanket Indians, bnt have
been, and are, making progress in the direction of civilization. There are, in round
numbers, 3,000 of them on the reservation, and a majority of them areliving in small
houses instead of tepees, and have, through the influence of the agent, purchased
with moneys received from the leasing of the pastures, numbers of young cattle, and
will gradnally become self-supporting, and ultimately, if encouraged, good citizens.

If, however, they are compelled, as they will be by the passage of this bill, to
attempt to support themselves upon 160 acres of these lands, they will, with their
limited knowledge of agriculture, prove even greater failures than have many more
experienced white men, who have found it necessary to abandon their homesteads in
other portions of this Territory, and as a result they will become entirely dependent
upon the Government for support. ) ‘
~ Under the present system they receive annually nearly $125,000 from the leasing
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¢ DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
“UNITED STATES GEOLOGICAL SURVEY,
‘“Washington, D. C., Junc 7, 1898.
“Mr. F. H. NEWELL,
“United Stutes (eological Survey.

“Drar SIr: It is my opinion that the lands of the Comanche and Kiowa Reser-
vation of Indian Territory are not suited for dense agricultural population, and that
it would Ve injurious and nnjust to the Indians to make small allotmentsin severalty.

“The region consists ot a central range of mountains which is very stony, and of
plains sloping toward the Red and Cauadian rivers, which are mostly red sandy
clay soils, very similar to those of the Arapalioe and Cheyenne rescrvations to the
north, where the severalty has been such a notorious failure, There are a few bot-
tom lands on the creeks and rivers, and crops of wheat and cotton might be grown
upon the uplands in fair seasons; but nermally the region, like western Kansas and
eastern Colorado, is within the nuncertain semiarid belt.

‘“The country is normally and naturally a stock-grazing region, and can be most
profitably employed for that purpose.

“The admission of white men to this reservation would be ruinous to the Indians,
who have been making exemplary progress.

““ Very respectfully, “RosT. T. HILL, (icologist.

‘“ DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
“UNITED STATES GEOLOGICAL SURVEY,
“ Fashington, D. (., June 6, 1898.
¢“Mr. F. H. NEWELL,
“ Hydrographer in Charge, United States (feological Survey,
‘“Washington, D. C.

“DrAr SIkR: * * * The only industry which can be practiced here (southern
Oklahoma) successfully is stock farming, a modification of the stock industry by
which a relatively small acreage is devoted to the production of feed crops of a
drought-resisting character, such, for example, as sorghum. But in order to utilize
the total area the stock industry will havo to be depended upon mainly.

“Inregard to the number of acres required for a family, it may be safely estimated
that 1,000 would be a minimum,

““With best handling, 15 acres per head of stock will be required, and one-tenth of
the total area should be devoted to feed crops.

‘A fair illustration of what is practicable here in farming, unaided by irriﬁation,
is to be had from the record of the region about Wichita Falls, bordering on the Red
Riverimmediately to the south of the tract in (uestion. This region has been settled
by an especially industrious class of farmers. The region which they occupy is
exceptional, in the sense that it is flat and open bottom land of rich alluvial character.

‘It can not be said that the experiment there has been successful. In exceptional
years there have been exceptional crops, but the average yield has not been of an
encouraging character.

‘‘Large experience over the uplands has demonstrated that the stock farmer can
not successfully begin without means, as his farming crop is not for export, and his
increase from cattle will be insufficient for the support of a family until the maximum
number which 1,000 acres will support has been reached.

‘Very truly, yours,
“WiLLarp D. JonNsoN, Hydrographer.”

If an allotment of these lands is necessary the entire reservation should be allotted,
which, inasmuch as fully one-fourth of the total acreage is practically worthless as
either grazing or grain-producing lands, would give each Indian not more than is
required for proper sugport, and would properly eliminate the question of the right
of the Choctaw and Chickasaw Indians to the surplus, a right never claimed by
them until the allotment question was presented.

[The above is understood to be a statement made by Charles P. Lincoln, attorney
for the Indians, and sent informally to the Secretary by the Committee on Indian
Affairs.]
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1899,
APACIIES, KIOWAS, AND COMANCHES.
Indian moneys, proceeds of labor (grazing money)................ ... $192, 287, 92
WICHITAS AND AFFILTATED BANDS.
Indian moneys, proceeds of labor (grazing money)........oo....o....... 13, 045. 81
ALL OF THE TRIBES.

Support of Apaches, Kiowas, and Comanches, Wichitas and affiliated .
bands. oo i e e 100, 000. 00

305, 333.73
Comparing the two years, we have a total income for 1898 of $259,553.58, and a
total income for 1899 of $305,333.73, making a ditference in favor of 1899 of $45.780.15.
As above stated, the $100,000 appropriated as a gratuity is for the benefit of all
the Indians on the reservation, both the Apaches, Kiowas, and Comanches, and the
Wichitas and affiliated bands. This gratuity being the same in 1898 and 189‘9 and
as each group receives an equitable share, it may be disregarded in making compari-
sons. The separate income of each group, may therefore be stated as follows:

APACHES, KIOWAS, AND COMANCHES.

Income for fiscal year 1899 ... ... ... .__. e $192, 287.92

Income for fiscal year 1898 ... . .. il aieie e 158, 062. 57

Excess of 1899 over 1898, . . ... i i ieaiiaaan 34, 225.35
WICILITAS AND AFFILIATED BANDS.

Income for fiscal year 1899......... e m e teececccceemeceoan et n—n——a- $13, 045. 81

Income for fiscal year 1898 . . . .. i i 1,491.01

ixcess of 1839 over 1898 . . ... it e cicieaaaaans 11, 554. 80

From the foregoing it will be seen that while the income of the Apaches, Kiowas,
and Comanches has been diminished to the extent of $46,700 by the expiration of
their treaty, the decrease has been more than made up by the lar ge inerease in their
grazing fund; and that the Wichitas and affiliated bands have suffered no loss, but,
on the contmly have had their income very largely increased.

With respect to their annuities and subsistence supplies, the Indians of the Kiowa
Agency are not receiving as much in 1899 as the received in 1898. The usnal amount
of clothing for the Apaches, Kiowas, and Comanches was not hought this year,
Dbecause the treaty provision for that purpose expired in 1898, and for the same reason
the usual gqnantity of subsistence was not allowed.

In anticipation of the loss of $46,700 by the expiration of the Apache, Kiowa, and
Comanche treaty, but evidently misunderstanding the amount of revenue that would
be available for this agency, the acting Indian agent, in making his annual estimate
last January for the current fiscal ycar, materially reduced the quantity of subsist-
cnce supplies, more so than the situation demanded. The Commissioner of Indian
Affairs did not increase the agent’s estimate when contracts were made in the spring
of this year, because, while anticipated, the large increase in grazing funds was not
then certain. The result was a large reduction in the quantity of subsistence sup-
plies purchased for 1899 ax compared with 1898. Additional quantities have been
called for by the Indian agent, however, which will be furnished.

The subsistence articles furnished for issmne to these Indians are bacon, beans,
beef (gross), coffee, flour, coarse salt, and sugar. The value of these articles fur-
nished the Kiowa Indians for 1898 approximated $87,820; the valuo of the same
articles for 1899 approximates $52,842—u decrease from 1898 of $35,478. The value
of the clothing furnished the Apaches, Kiowas, and Comanches for 1898 was $9,320,
and the.valueof that furnished the Wichitas and affiliated bands was about $3,360—
»o that in the two items of snbsistence and clothing the Indians receive $48,658 less
than last year. But while they veceive less in certain goods and supplies, they
receive more than an equivalent in cash.

In the fiscal year 1898 there was paid to the Apaches, Kiowas, and Comanches in
cash $30 per capita of their grazing money, the aggregate of which was $86,100. A
payment is to be made in the near future of $40 per capita from the same fund, and
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