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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES.

FEBRUARY 12, 1896.—Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs and ordered to be
printed.

The VICE-PRESIDENT presented the following

LETTER FROM THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR, TRANSMIT-
TING AN AGREEMENT MADE AND CONCLUDED OCTOBER 9,
1895, WITH THE INDIANS OF THE FORT BELKNAP RESERVA-
TION, IN MONTANA, BY WILLIAM C. POLLOCK, GEORGE BIRD
GRINNELL, AND WALTER M. CLEMENTS, COMMISSIONERS AP-
POINTED UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF THE ACT OF MARCH 2,
1895.

DEPARTMENT OF THE [NTERIOR,
' Washington, February 1.2, 1896.

Str: I have the honor to transmit herewith an agreement made and
concluded October 9, 1895, with the Indians of the Fort Belknap Res-
ervation, in Montana, by William C. Pollock, George Bird Grinnell, and
Walter M. Clemeunts, commissioners appointed under the provisions of
the act of March 2, 1895 (28 Stat. L., 900).

I also transmit the report of the commission, the proceedings of coun-
c¢ils beld with the Indians, the report of Mr. Walter H. Weed, the geolo-
gist, on the mineral resources of the lands ceded, together with draft
of a bill prepared by the Commissioner of Indian Aftairs and the Con-
missioner of the General Land Office to ratify the said agreement as
shown by their accompanying letters.

1t appears from the statements made in these papers that the price
fixed for these lands will reimburse to the Uunited States the amount
agreed to be paid the Indians, and because of this the matter is pre-
sented for the favorable action of Congress.

Very respectfully,
Hox® SmirH, Secretary.

The PRESIDENT OF TIIE SENATE.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
Washington, Janwary 11, 18946,
StrR: By a clause in the last Indian appropriation act (28 Stat. L.,
900) provision was made for negotiations with the Indians of the Black-
feet and FFort Belknap reservations, in the State of Montana, for the
surrender of certain portions of their respective reservations, as follows:
To enable the Secretary of the Interior, in his discretion, to negotiate with the

Belknap Indians for the surrender of certain portions of their reservation, situated
in the north central portion of the State of Montana, and the Blackteet Indians for
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Article 4 provides, in order to encourage habits of industry and to
reward labor, that in the giving out or distribution of cattle or other
stock, goods, clothing, subsistence, and agricultural implements, pref-
erence shall be given to Indians who endeavor by honest labor to
support themselves, and especially those who in good faith undertake
the cultivation of the soil and engage in pastoral pnrsuits.

Article 5 recites that the scarcity of water on the reservation renders
the pursuit of agriculture difficult and uncertain, and that the reserva-
tion is well adapted to stock raising; and provides that during the
existence ot the agreentent no allotments ot land in severalty shall be
made, but that the reservation shall continue to be held by the Indiaus
as o communal grazing tract upon which their herds may teed undis-
turbed; and that after the expiration ot the agreement the reservation
shall continue to be so held until such time as a majority of the adult
males of the tribes shall request in writing that allotment in severalty
shall be made of their lands. It further provides that any member of
the tribe may, with the approval of the agent in charge, fence in such
ares of land as he and the members of his family would be entitled to
under the allotment act, and may file with tlie agent a description of
such land and of the improvements that he has made on the same,and
that the filing of such deseription shall give him the right to take such
land when allotments of' the lands in severalty shall be made.

Article 6 provides for the survey of the boundary line described in
article 1 immediately after the ratification of the agreement by Congress,
such survey to begin not later than ninety days after such ratification.

Article 7 provides that noune ot the money realized under this agree-
ment shall be used to pay any claim for damages because ot depreda-
tions committed by the Indians prior to the date of the agreement.

Article 8 continues in force all the provisions of the agreement of
1887 not in contlict with this agreement.

By article 9 ¢ it is understood and declared that wherever the word
Indian is used in this agreement it includes mixed blooeds as well as
full bloods.”

Article 10 provides that the agreement shall not be binding upon
either party until ratified by Congress.

In their instructions the commissioners were advised that the objeets
in making the ecrest of the Little Rocky Mountain range the southern
boundary of the Fort Belknap Reservation by the agreement of 1837
were, that the Indians could have the benefit of the timber and building
stone abounding in the mountains, and which would be greatly needed
by them in building honses and otherwise improving their homes; and
also that the Indian Department should have the control of the waters of
the streams having their sources in the mountains for much-needed irri-
gation and for domestic uses by the Indians. They were instructed
that these matters should receive their caretul consideration in order
that no irreparable damage might be done the Indians by depriving
them of these important benefits, which might be vital to their very
existence; that they could, by a thorough study of the situation, deter-
mine how best to protect the Indiansin the eontinued enjoyment of the
natural resources of their reservation, and so arrange the boundaries
of any portion of their reservation that the Indians might be willing
to cede, as to retain a sufficient area of timber and stone-bearing lands
to meet their future wants.

By an examination of the records of the proceedings of the councils
held by the commissioners with the Fort Belknap Indians it will be
observed that the Indians were assured by the commissioners that they
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I know myself, and I never had anybody to show me or tell me. I learned myself
how to take care ot cattle, and when my cattle are gone then I am willing to starve
if ITmust. I can’t very well sell any part of the reservation, and that is what my
friends, the young men, all say. 1t was not me that made those lines of the reser-
vation, it was the Grent Father gave us this portion of land. Wherever my friends
lie atter they starve to death I will lie there too, with them.

THrEE WiHiTe Cows (Gros Ventre). You men have cowe a long vays to buy that
piece of laud trom us, and I would like to see you go back satisfied. I thinl the
same as these men said there; I am willing to sell that piece of land just so that I
can get the money for it, and so that I may live. I wish that I could get some cattle
so that I could live ofi’ of them. I wish that you would give me cattle for a part of
the moncy, and whatever is left give it to me in grub like we are getting now.
We have tliree years to get grub yet, and we would like to have it extended ten
years more.

No Bear (Gros Ventre). 1 don't like to see the commissioners come here for
nothing, and this is the fourth time T have said **Yes.” I would like to get lots of
cattle, then I might be able to live. It it is so that you have come from Washington
to buy this land, I wish you wonld have a little more ratious given to us ont at the
monntains. This council is like to-day—everything is calm. 7Those Assinniboines
that you see have been here with us a long time and lots of them were born and
raised here, and they are all willing sell that piece of Jand, and I agree with them.

BrsHy Huap (Gros Veutre). You were sent here from Washington, and I wounld
like to have you take down to Washington what these Indians have said, and those
that are willing to sell, and next sunnner I will know what to do. It is like a horse
race to-day when two horses come out even—that is the way it is with the talk.
Maybe after wlhile those young men will know what to do if you tell them what yon
are going to pay them for the land. They will be glad then —they will trade even
then. We won't let the whites take the land as they will; we are goiny to have it
our own way how muceh land we are going to sell. That is all I have to say.

RETURN 0o WAR (Gros Ventre). ITam willing to sell that piece of land. The police-
men are going to go up there when you show us the line. I wounld like to get some
more beet killed for me at the wmountains. I say the same as those Assinniboines
say—that I am willing to sell. All those old men have sold you that land and I
will sell it, too.

Lirtee MAN (Gros Ventre). I say the same thing as those headmen, those police-
wen—I am willing to sell. Wheun those old men made a treaty up, above at old Fort
Belkuap, they talked good for the young people, and we have had pretty good living
so far. I am willing to sell that piece of land that those old men have told yon that
they would sell, aud I wish to make a ten-year treaty. I think that I can make a
living by having cattle, and as I told you, I am willing to sell.

Tne Forx (Gros Ventre). I am not willing to sell.

MANY EAGLE TArLs (Gros Ventre). I can’t say no other way than what I said
before, that I can’t sell. There is no one wman has all the say of it; even all the chil-
dren have aright to thisland. I can’tsay no other way than what I have said before;
all these people have o right to this land. I like my reservation and I ea’t sell it.

Mr. PoLLock., Well, my {riends, we have listened patiently to what you have said
to us this afternoon. I find that I was mistaken in some of my ideas that I formed
soon after I came to your reservation. I told the new agent in talking with hiw that
T thought these young men here ought to be encouraged to take more part in the
affairs of the tribes. I am afraid I was mistaken abont many of them; they don’t
seem to be able to look far enough ahead to be trusted to manage any of the business.
I believe the people of the tribe will look back on their actions these last tew days,
and will beatraid to trust them, even when they get to be old meun.

As Isay, we have talked about this wanting to sell and not wanting to sell as long
as I thiuk it well to do. I think a good many more than half of you are ready to sell
that land for whicl you have no use. We have talked among ourselves and also with
your agent, and tried to make nup onr minds as to the very highest tignres that Con-
gress will approve. That class of land. when the Government ownsit, would be sold
for not more thaun $2.50 au acre. We have concluded to make yvon an offer of four
times that much, or $10 an acre, for the amount of land that is there, as near as we
can calenlate. I want to be free with you and tell you that I don’t think that amount
of money will carry you ten years after your present treaty runs ont, in the same way
that yvou have beeu carried; I dow’t think it will do that. I might have told you it
would take you the ten years, aud youn perhaps wouldn’t know any better now; bus [
don’t want you to say after while that I told you false in anytbing. I want you all
to say after we go away that we told you the whole truth about it, and that we didn’t
fool you in auything.

Under a provision which we expect to go into the agreement, this money can be
made to carry you five years longer, or eight years from the first of last July.

We want to put into this agreement, if it be made, some provisions that were
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a poor man; I have got the same kind of clothes, and when I run out I go in the
warelionse and ask for them. I just ask tor them for ten years. If you don’t make
that agreement with us these Giros Ventres that hear me talking will laugh at me
afterwards. I lay this down plain before you, and I would like to have you tell it
when you get back.

I wonder how those (iros Ventres would live if they couldn’t get anything from
the warehouse here. I have not had anything to eat since this morning and I am
getting empty now, and 1 feel like I wonld like to ~ee the conueil over soon now, and
I wonder how these young men would like tostarve. I wouid like to exchange that.
mineral land over there for tfood, that we may live. That is all the men over there
wish. If you don't make an agreement like that with us, those young fellows over
there would langh at me. I was where thie Treasury was, and there was money piled
up there from here to the warehouse. I was where the money was made, and I won-
der how the Government is so poor. Defore you go away you promised to be a good
friend to me, and I thank yon tor that.

MEpICcINE . BEAR (Assinniboine). When a man wants anything and is patient, he
always gets it. When a man wants anything and tries hard for 1t, he generally gets
it. W heu a man wants anything and ‘he th anything to give for it, it he 1s not
stingy about what he wants to give, he lmnerwlly gets it. And then when they
make a trade, both of them wenerally teel happy over it. When it comes to these
boys over lfere talking and you are not patient, it is all right. You told me that
you were after qomothmgr very important, and you told the truth and I agree with
you. It is the beef and the grass and water and wood that I am depending upon
and have been living npon. I have no other things to depend upon but the Govern-
ment, and that has been the one that has saved me so tar. If there was any of these
fello\vs had any brains, he would tell you the same thing that I have told you. They
are all talking about dying; I am afraid of dying. I would do almost anything to
live. The Great Spirit has (directed my 11v1nu T live as he directs, and then 1 am
dependent on the Great Father also.

Those two have owned me so far, and they have done about as they pleased with
me the best way they know of. Yon asked me something and I have said ““ Yes” to
yon; I was willing to give you what you asked for. That is a small tract of land
that you ask for, but yon ought not to say it is so small. That is a gmall tract of
land, but it will make some happy if they own it. Youn onght to treat_with me for
my benetit, that I may live. There is half of these people talking in the wrong
direction to you. All.these headmen, noted men, have agreed with you in selling
that tract of land. Yon have agreed to give us a small amonnt for it, but you may
change your mind, maybe; it w outdn’t hurt your feelings, anyway, but we would be
thankful for it. Wheun a Tual comes up to yon and talks about thmcs that have no
sense yon don’t have to listen to them. You have spoken the trnth; “and then when
I speak (or these other men speak) sense, take it back with you to Washington and
show the headmen. Xver since you have been here I have thought that the Govern-
meut has brought something very important to me; [ ook ahead and sce that that
is the only way that I can live, and then I agree with you:

You might thiuk that is small. but [ have given it to you already. It may be
small, but it will be worth somethiug yet. When a new agent comes here he gen-
erally treats us bad, bunt this new agent we hope will treat ns good. When [ am in
need of anything 1 want to go up to the agent and ask himn for 1t, and I would like to
see him give it to me. I have already spoken to you about the land, and you have
hrono‘ht up different things before me, and now I am going to bring sometblno else
up with this small tract of land on this small reservation, ~ \When they proposed to
have two schools here, 1 did not agree with them; I wanted only one at the monn-
tains, and it was because of the boys that they built this other schoolhouse. I after-
wards agreed with them. but I said in ma,]\mo that agreement I wanted it under-
stood that no ¢hildren should be taken to Eastern schools or Western schools, but
I wanted my children to go to school here on these reservation schools, and when
they get to be to the age of 15 or 16 or 17, I wonld like to get them ‘out of the
schools. I have been troubled from the fact that when I go out to work I have old
implements that are worth nothing to use, and I wonld like this new agent to get
some good implements that I may use in working.

WETAN (Assiuniboine). I have always remembered everything, and when I don’t
remiember anything I go to the agent. When the hunters killed oft all the butffaloes
I went to the agent tand told liim that I wanted money in place of those buffaloes, and
instead of (101110r that he covered the money in the ground, and then he made a tre: 1ty
with us. Before he made this treaty there was part of that mineral land was taken
away from me, and then I went to the agent and asked for it to be redeemed in money,
and he couldn’t do it. When I made the other treaty I said, ““Yes,” and I was will?
ing to give it to the commissioners; and when we heard of you coming out here to
make =« treaty on this mineral land all the Assinniboines agreed they w unld give it
to you, and we told you so yesterday. That is the only thing that we had to depend

S. Doe. 117
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The whites always sell their lands and I think it is good, and I trust to the Great
Father that you will use me right. I hope that you will carry through everything.

I remember yet what you told me the other day, and I think that you remember
what you said. All these people here are accustomed to fence in their land that they
cultivate. It looks as if the whites can make these jean clothes better than they
can make the others; I don’t see why they don’t %ive us other clothes. As long as
I can remember these are the only kind ot clothes I got from the Great Father.
‘When we go outside in the heat and irr the sun they all fade and turn yellow. The
money is wasted in buying these clothes, and I would like to get better clothes. I
would like to have a little better rations at the mountains than what we have, and
I would like for you to carry through what I have said. I felt good when I heard
that you men have come to buy a piece of my land, and I was wil%ing to sell it right
away. That is all I have to say.

Birp HIGH (Gros Ventre). I would sell the reservation—a portion of the land,
That is all I have to say.

BLACKFEET (Gros Ventre). I can’t say any other way than what I said yesterday;
I refused to sell it and I can’t say any more. I know 1t will not go my way because
it goes according to the majority. That is all Ihave to say.

JOHNNY (Gros Ventre). I am sorry to say that I ean’t sell my reservation.

SI1TTING BIRD (Gros Ventre). I can’t sell any part of the reservation. I like it. I
want to know what is the reason these Assinniboines all want to sell. The Assin-
niboines all want to sell, and they haven’t got as much right here as the Gros Ventres.

Mr. GRINNELL. I was glad to hear you all say that you didn’t want the lands
allotted ; that you wanted to keep them as a grazing tract for your cattle. I like to
hear you all talk that way. You must remember that these cattle now are your
living; they have taken the place of the buffalo that raised and supported you in
old times. If you men have this thing put in the agreement the Great Father will
never allot you your lands until you ask him to o it yourselves. Then you can keep
these lands for your cattle to feed on just as long as you want to. I told you the
other day when I talked to you and I tell you now again, when we are talking about
paying this price for the land, that we are not the only chiefs; we are servants sent
out here to talk to yon. It those who sent us, those people who are over us, don’t
like what we do, don’t like the bargain that we make with you, they will throw it
away and say, ‘“No; it is no good.” Then it will be just as if we hadn’t come out
here at all.

It would be foolish for us to agree to pay you a price that we are sure the people
in Washington wouldn’t consent to pay to you; it would be telling you lies; it would
be making fools of you; we don’t want to do that. Thismoney that we offer to pay
you for this small piece of land is a great big pile of money. I know that you can’t
count money very well, but it is $360,000. That much money, if we had it here in
silver dollars, and were to pile it on one end of a plank put across a rock, and then
were to drive thirty ponies on the other end, they wounld just about balance. It
would take any of us nearly all winter to count that pile of money if we didn’t do
anything else. That money, with what it will grow to with the interest, will keep
you, I think, for seven years from next summer—for ¢ight years from last July. It
will buy lots of food, lots of beef and coffee and sngar and flour; it will give you a
lot more cattle than you have got now.

But I don’t want you people to think that you are going to be supported by the
Government all your lives. I want to see you begin to take care of your cattle, keep
them at home, look after them, brand all the calves, aud so get lots of cattle, I
want to see you take such good care of your cattle that by the time this eight years
is np you won’t have to ask for anything of the Government—you won’t have to
come up to the warehouse and ask for cotfee, sugar, bacon, and clothes. If you take
care of your cattle and work hard, long before that time you onght to have cattle
to sell and money in your pockets, and be able to go to the store and buy all the
things that yon want out of your own pockets. You have got to turn yourselves
into white men; yon can’t be Indians any longer. If you stay Indians, then you
will have to starve. You have got to work and look after your stock. The Great
Father doesn’t support any white men; theyv have to work for their own living.

Here are these people that I have just left up here close to the mountains, the Pie
gans; they have turned into white men now. They have lots of cattle; they are
getting rich; they are getting sense; they are able to trade. I want you to be the
same way. I'ry torememberthis. Don’t turn your cattle loose; don’t let them wan-
der all over the conntry so that you won’t get their calves, but some white man will
brand them. Look out for them, keep them at home, and get your own calves and
put your own brand on them.

One thing that some of the mensaid about the youngmen that are half-breeds and
that are here. Yousaid theyhad yourown blood and that you wanted them to share
the things that are in the warehouse. That provision, protecting these young men,
can be put into the ugreemeut, and will be if you want it.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
GENERAL LAND OFFICE,
Washington, Janvary 20, 1896.

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
January 13, 1896, directing this office to report, in duplicate, as to the
manner in which the ceded lands of the Blackfeet and the Fort Belknap
Indians should be disposed of, and also to submit drafts of items or
sections to be added to the bills submitted to you by the honorable
Commissioner of Indian Affairs.

With his report (in triplicate) of January 11, 1896, relative to the
negotiations with the Blackfeet Indians the Commissioner of Indian
Affairs includes duplicate copies of the report of the commissioners
appointed to treat with these Indians, dated December 14, 1895, dupli-
cate copies of the proceedings of councils, duplicate copies of an
agreement, entered into, and duplicate copies of a bill incorporating
this agreement, ratifying the same, and providing for the survey of
the lands agreed upon to be ceded to the United States.

With his report of the same date relative to the negotiations with
the Fort Belknap Indians the Commissioner of Indian Aftairs includes
similar papers, together with a report by Walter H. Weed, geologist,
United States (eological Survey.

I have carefully examined the various documents, and have reached
the conclusion that the lands covered by each bill are valueless for
other than mining purposes and that they should be made subject to
disposal under the mineral-land laws only.

Inasmuch asthe comimission estimates the area of the lands to be sur-
rendered by the Blackfeet Indians as 800,000 acres and fixes $1,500,000
as the sum to be paid therefor, the prices per acre established by sec-
tions 2325, 2333, and 2337, United States Revised Statutes, for the sale
of miueral lands, will be ainply sufficient when these lands are sold to
reimburse the Government for the gross sum paid the Indians.

The area of thelandsto be ceded by the Belknap Indiansis estimated
at 40,000 acres, and the amount to be paid therefor is fixed at $360,000.
Accordingly the price per acre at which these lands should be sold to
miners should be placed at $10 per acre.

I have the lionor to submit the following sections as additional to the
proposed bills:

BLACKFEET INDIAN RESERVATION. i
A BILL to ratify an agreement, ete.

SEC. 3. That upon the tiling in the United States local land office for the district in
which the lands surrendered by article one of the foregoing agreement are situated
of the approved plat of survey authorized by section two of this act the lands so
surrendered shall be open to occupation, location, and purchase under the provisions
of the mineral-land laws only, subject to the several articles of the foregoing agree-
ment: Provided, That the terms of this section shall not be construed to anﬂgorize
occupancy of said lands for mining purposes prior to the date of filing said approved
plat of survey.

BELKNAP INDIAN RESERVATION,

A BILL to ratify an agreement, etc.

Sc. 3. That upon the filing in the United States local land office for the district
in which the lands surrendered by article one of the foregoing agreement are situated
of the approved plat of survey anthorized by section two of this act the lands so
surrendered shall be open to occupation, location, and purchase under the provisions
of the mineral-land laws only, subject to the several articles ot the foregoing agree-
ment: Provided, That said lands shall be sold at ten dollars per acre: And provided





















