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An estimate from the Secretary of the Interior of an appropriation for the
purchase of seed for the Turtle Mountain band of Chippewa Indians.

JANUARY 9, 1889.—Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs and ordered to be
printed.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT,
January 8, 1889,

SIr: T bave the honor to transmit herewith, for the consideration of
Congress, copy of a communication from the Secretary of the Interior,
of the 5th instant, submitting an estimate for an appropriation of 6,000
for the purchase of seed for the Turtle Mountain band of Chippewa In-
dians, to be immediately available.

Respectfully, yours,
C. S. FAIRCHILD,
Secretary.

The SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
Washington, January 5, 1889,

Sir: I have the honor to inclose herewith, for presentation to Con-
gress in accordance with the provisions of section 2 of the act of July
7, 1884 (23 Stats. 2564), copy of a communication of the 4th instant
from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and copy of a letter from
United States Indian Agent J. W. Cramsie, of the Devil’s Lake Agency,
Dak., submitting an estimate in the sumn of $5,939.25 for the purchase
of seed wheat, seed potatoes, and turnip seed required for planting pur-
poses by the Turtle Mountain band of Chippewa Indians under his
charge.

The Commissioner, in view of the impoverished condition of this
band, and the urgent need of a supply of seed to enable them to farm
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and produce subsistence for their support, recommends a special appro-
priation in the smn of $6,000, to be expended in open market in the
purchase of seed as estimated for by the agent, and to be immediately
available for said expenditure.

The status and present condition of the Tartle Mountain band of
Chippewa Indians is stated in the last annual report of this Depart-
ment, from which the accompanying extract is taken.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully,
WiLL1AM I VILAs,
Secretary.
The SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
OFTFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
Washington, D. C., January 4, 1889.
Sir: Iinclose herewith, in duplicate, a communication from John W.

Cramsie, Indian agent at Devil’s Lake Agency, Dak., dated the 16th
day of November, submitting an estimate of seeds required for the
Turtle Mountain band of Chippewa Indians under his charge, aggre-
gating the sum of $5,939.25. The estimate is for—

2,465 bushels of wheat, at $1.25 per bushel.... .. ... ... .. . ... ... $3,031. 25
2,013 bushels of potatves,at $1 perbushel ... ... .. o ool 2,813, 00
75 pounds ruta-bagas, at 60 cents per pound...... ... Ll e 45, 00

T B P . 5,939.95

The agent states that—

The nearest market to the reservation where good seed can be purchased is at
Devil’s Lake, distant about 80 miles. That no seeds can be purchased from the In-
dians of his agency, as they need all they have raised this year for their own con-
sumption; in fact nearly all growing crops were totally destroyed and others badly
damaged by frost, so badly that very little if any grain raised in the vicinity of
Turtle Mountain would answer for seed. The sced should be advertised for and de-
livered at Saint John not later than April 1, 1829.

In connection with this estimate I have the honor to state that the
Turtle Mountain band, from census report of August 31, 1887, number
two hundred and thirty-six families or eleven hundred and twenty-six
souls, and are located in Rolette County, Dak.,in township 162 north,
range 170 west, and in township 162 north, range 171 west, which con-
tains 46,080 acres, divided into farming, grazing, and timberlands. The
agent states,in his report for 1887, that these Indians have all had some
experience in farming and are handy in the care and driving of animals,
and those who have good teams to work will apply them to improving
their claims. That these people are almost entirely dependent on the
Government ration for their existence and will econtinue to be so unless
they are furnished with proper teams and tools. They have no treaty
relations with the Government, but are assisted annually by a small
gratuity appropriation of $7,000. This amount is entirely inadequate
to render such assistance as they need, and this office was compelled
this fiscal year to obtain the diversion of $5,000 of other funds, by Ix-
ecutive order, to prevent starvation among said people.

In view of the impoverished condition of this band and the urgent
need of a supply of seed to enable them to farm and produce subsist-
ence for their support, I respectfully recommend that the Congress be
requested to previde a special appropriation in the Indian bill for the
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next fiscal year, in the sum of $6,000, to be expended in open market
in the purchase of seed, as per the agent’s estimate herewith, and to be
immediately available for said expenditure.
Very respectfully,
JoHN J. ENRIGHT,
Acting Commissioner.
The SECRETARY OF 1HE INTERIOR.

UNITED STATES INDIAN SERVICE,
DEevIL’S LAKE AcENCY, Fort TorTEN, DaK.,
November 16, 1858.
Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of November 1,

1888, requesting estimates for garden and field seeds.
The tollowmv is my estimate for the Turtle Mountain Reservation:

2,465 bushels wheat, at $1.25 per bushel ... ... ... ..o iiiiiiiaiiil $3, 081,25
2,813 bushels potatoes, at$1 perbushel .. ... ... oo i 2,613.00
75 pounds rutabagas, at 60 cents per pound ... ...eceisiiiiiinianaans 45,00
0 1) M 5,939.25

The nearest market to the reservation where good seed can be purchased is Devil’s
Lake, distant about 80 miles.

No seed can be purchased from the Indians, as they need all they have raised this
year for their own consumption; in fact, nearly all growing crops were totally de-
stroyed and others badly damaged by frost, so badly that very little, if any, grain
raised in the vicinity of Turtle Mountain would answer for seed.

1, Thegseed should be advertised for and delivered at Saint John’s not later than April

188!

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN W. CRAMSIE,
United States Indian Agent.
Hon. JouN H. OBERLY,
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C.

—_—

[Extract from the aunual report of the Secretary of the Interior for the fiscal year ended June
TURTLE MOUNTAIN BAND OF CIHIPPEWAS.

A band of Indians, known as the Turtle Mountain band of Pembina Chippewas
is now located in the extreme northern part of Dakota Territory, where a reservation
of two townships was, by Executive order of June 3, 1884, set apart for their occu-
pancy. They claim the unceded Indian right to a large tract of land lying north and
northwest of Devil’s Lake, estimated to coutain between 9,000,000 and 10,000,000
acres, which they insist has been continuously possessed and occupled by them and
their ancestors for many generations. By the treaty of 1825 (7 Stat. L., 272) the ex-
treme northern portion of the boundary line agreed upon as dividing the respective
countries of the Sioux and Chippewas is described as from the month of Buffalo
River ‘“‘to Red River;” thence descending Red River ¢‘to the mouth of Outard or
Goose Creek.”

Provision was made in the act of September 30, 1850 (9 Stat. L., 556), ¢‘ for expenses
of treating with the Indians and half-breeds for the extinguishment of the title to
their lands on the Red River of the North, in the Territory of Minnesota,” under
which a treaty was negotiated with the Chippewas whereby they agreed to cede cer-
tain lands in Minunesota, the western boundary of which is described by a line drawn
from the westerly sonrce of the South Branch of Goose Rivernorthwardly in a direct
line to the British line. This treaty was neverratified by Congress. Cne of the com-
missioners who negotiated the treaty reported at the time that ‘‘ not more than 300
Chippewas roam beyond the western boundary of the present purchase, and it is
thought it would not be difficult to induce them to unite with the rest of the tribe
whenever it is concentrated in the manner proposed.”

By the treaty of 1863 (13 Stat L., 667) the Red Lake and Pembina bands of Chippewas

- ceded certain territory to the United States, the southwestern and western boundary
of which is along the Cheyenne River from its mcuth to where it approaches the
southeast point of Devil's Lake, thence bearing northeasterly and northerly to the
British line ; leaving for their use and occupancy the present Red Lake Reservation,
containing about 3,200,000 acres. This treaty, like the unratified one of 1851, though
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ment rights, and to restore them to the mass of the public domain, protecting such of
the Indians as have made improvements or are attempting to make permanent loca-
tions, and assisting them in securing title to their selections. At the same time a
tract of the country, 32 by 24 miles, was temporarily reserved from settlement by ex-
ecutive order of December 21, 1882, until a snitable smaller tract within its lines
could be selected for the nse and ocenpancy of these Indians, and by executive order
of June 3, 1884, all of that tract, except two townships selected for that purpose, was
restored to the public domain.

Congress appropriated $10,000 in the Indian appropriation act of March 1, 1883 (22
Stats., 449), ‘‘to enable the Secretary of the Interior to establish the Turtle Mountain
band of Indians in permanent homes on homesteads upon the public lands, and to
purchase stock, implements, and other necessaries,” and to defray the expenses of
such of them as were then in Washington City. For each of the following two years
$5,000 were appropriated for their support and civilization, and for each subsequent
yoar $7,000 have been appropriated for that purpose. Owing to their destitute con-
dition and to relieve suffering and prevent starvation and death among them, it be-
came necessary in 1886 to use for their relief $3,000 from the Indian distress fund (23
Stats., 379). A like sum from the same fund was used in 1847, and this year it is
urged by the agent at the Devil’s Lake Agency, under whose jurisdiction they are,
that $5,000 in addition to the $7,000 appropriated for them are necessary to prevent
starvation among them.

Since 1863, when they were reported as Little Chief’s band of 27 Indians with 442
mixed-blood followers, their nnwbers having been increased, according to the report
of the agent for 188, to 346 full-bloods with a following of 1,020 mixed-bloods. But
recent communications from persons in the locality who are interesting themselvesin
behalf of these people report that the number now on the reservation is about 3,700
persons, with enough belonging thereon, now absent hnnting, to swell the total to
about 5,200 souls. There can be no question that the great increase of the number of
these people is due to large accessions of their relations and friends from the British
Possessions, who go there to share1n the very limited food supplies furmished for the
Indians on the reservation.

There are reported to be at this time 263 Pembina Chippewas on the White Earth
Reservation. The native-born tull-blood Indians of the Turtle Monntain band of
Pembina Chippewas seem to have rights in common with the other Chippewas to the
land within the Red Lake Reservation, and also rights in common with the other
Pembina Chippewas to the towuship of land purchased for them on the White Earth
Reservation. Their half-breed and mixed-blood relatives and followers have not, so
far as I can discern, any claims to the soil which are entitled to counsideration from
the Gevernment in dealing with these Indians. It has been observed that the bill
now pending in Congress (H. R. 7935), ¢ for the relief and civilization of the Chippewa
Indians in the State of Minnesota,” provides that the contemplated cession of land
within the Red Lake Reservation shall be assented to ‘‘ by two-thirds of the male
adults of all of the Chippewa Indians in Minnesota.”

Why should not the Tnrtle Mouuntain Chippewas be included not only in the re-
quirement for assent to cession of Red Lake lands, but also in the requirement for re-
moval and settlement upon the White Ilarth Reservation, after making cession of
whatever rights, if any, they have to the two townships now occupied by them in
Dakota. The prospects for their civilization on their present reservation, located
within 9 miles of the international boundary lines are very discouraging. So long as
they remain there humanity demands that they shall not be suftered to die from
starvation and exposure, and in providing food and other necessaries for them there
the liberality of the Government will be imposed upon to feed and care for a large
number of people not entitled to its consideration and 'ounty. They are in this sit-
uation also but little amenable to discipline. A short.journey carries one across the
border beyond reach of the authority of the Government; and their proximity to
Canadian Indians exposes them to various agitations and excitement to disorder.
There has even been some reason to apprebend serious trouble from this cause, com-
bined with their distresses and some coniplaint of injustice in their treatment by the
local authority, especially in the imposition of taxation on their lands.

I therefore earnestly urge upon Congress an early and careful consideration of the
affairs and condition of the Turtle Monntain Chippewa Indians, and prompt measures
to provide for the removal of such of them as are entitled to governmental care to the
‘White Earth or the Red Lake Reservation, and their support and civilization in such
new homes. It is, in 1wy opinion, inexpedient to leave any body of unreclaimed In-
dians near the border. And it is inhumane and unwise to suffer any to remain beyond
the influences of reclamation anywhere. Special reasons in the circumstances of
these people add much to the general sanction of these principles.

C
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