


2 CONFIRMATION OF CERTAIN LAND.

apart for them under said treaty, and, at their desire, and upon the rec-
ommendation of the department, their present reservation was created
by Executive order as noted, which reservation contains in area 4 ,297,771
acres of land, being an excess over the treaty reservation referred to
of 5,109.85 acres.

The land set apart under the treaty, not being aceepted by Cheyenne
and Arapahoes, as before stated, were a portion of the lands west of
96th westlongitude ceded by the Cherokees for the settlement of friendly
Indians, and other bands and tribes of Indians have been located on some
part of said land.

The Cheyennes and Arapahoes arve feeling restless and unsettled,
owing to the tact that their title to the lands where they now are hdS
pever been settled, and I am of opivion that the measure contem-
plated ix both wise md ju'\t A copy of the letter of the Commissioner
of Indian Aftairs of the 27th ultimo, recommending the measure, is also
herewith ; and, concurring in his \'16\\ 8, 1 respectfully request that the
fame may be pl esented for the consideration and action of Congress.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respecifuily, your obedient servant,

S. J. KIRKWOOD,
Secretary.
The PRERIDENT.

A DILL to confivm to the Cheyenne and Arapahoe Indians certain lands in the Indian Territory, in
lien of the lands set apart for their use and occupation by the second article of the treaty with said
tribes of Indians. eoncluded October twenty-eight, one thousand eight hurdred and sixty-seven.

Whereas. by the provisions of the second article of the treaty between the United
States and the Cheyenne and Arapahoe tribes ot Indians, concluded October twenty-
eightly, one thousand eight hundred and sixty seven, the following district of country,
to wit : Commencing at the point where the Arkansas River crosses the 37th parallel
of north latitnde, thence west on said parallel—the said line being the southern bound-
ary of the State of Kansas, to the Cimarron River (wm«tun(s called the Red Fork
of the Arkansas River), thence down said Cimarron River in the middle of the main
channel thereof, to the Arkansas River; thence up the Arkansas River, in the middle
thereof, to the p]ace of beginning, was set apart for the absolute and undisturbed use
and occupatlon of the Indians, parties to said treaty, andforsuch other friendly tribes
or individual Indians as from time to time they nlw‘ht be willing, with the consent of
the United States, to adniit among them ; and Whereas, upon the representation of
said tribes of Indians that they did not understand the location of the land set apart
by the said treaty, and that they desired a reservation on the North Fork of the Cana-
dian River, the President of the United States, by executive order dated August tenth,
one thousand eight hundred and sixty-nine, set apart for them a tract of country
lying south of the Cimarron River; and,

Whereas the United States has extensive and valuable buildings located upon the
reservations south of the Cimarron River: therefore,

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representativés of the United States of America
in Congress assembled, That in lieu of the reservation set apart by the treaty aforesaid
the following described tract of country in the Indian Territory be, and the same is
hereby set apart for the absolute and undisturbed use and occupation of the Cheyenne
and Armpahoe tribes of Indians, and such other friendly tribes or individual Indians
as from time to time they may be willing, with the consent of the United States, to
admit among theni, n unely Commencmg at the point where the Washita Rlver
crosses the ninety-eighth degree of west longitude ; thence north on a line with said
ninety-eighth degree to the point where it is crossed by the Red I'ork of the Arkansas
(sometimes called the Cimarron River); thence up said river in the middle of the main
channel thereof, to the north bonndary of the country ceded to the United States
by the treaty ot June fourteenth, one thonsand eight hundred aund sixty-six, with
the Creck Nation of Indians; thenee west on said north bonndary and’ the north
boundary of the country ceded to the Uunited States by the treaty of March twenty-
first, one thousand eight hundred and sixty-six, w ith the Seminole Indians, to the
one hmndredth detrlee of west longitude; thence south on the line of said one hun-
dredth degree to the north boundary of the country set apart for the Kiowas and Coman-
ches by the second article of the treaty concluded October twenty-first, one thousand
eight hundred and sixty-seven, with said tribes; thence east along said boundary to
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the point where it strikes the Washita River; thence down said Washita River, in the
middle of the main channel thereof, to the place of beginning.

SEc. 2. That the provisions of the said treaty of October twenty-eighth, one thou-
sand eight hundred and sixty-seven, except as hereinbefore modified, be and the same
are hereby coutinued in full forece and effect.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
Washington, March 27, 1882,
The honorable the SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR:

Sir: By the provisions of article two of the Cheyenne and Arapahoe treaty of Oc-
tober 28, 1867 (15 Stat.. 594), the United States set apart for the absolute and undis-
turbed use and occupation of the Indians parties to said treaty, and for such other
friendly Indians as they might be willing, with the consent of the United States, to'
admit among them, a tract of country west of the 96, bounded by the Arkansas River
on the east, the thirty-seventh parallel of north latitude, being the southern bonndary
line of the State of Kansas, on the north, and the (imarron or Red Fork of the Arkansas
River on the west and south, in which boundaries are included 4,292,661.15 acres of
Cherokee lands west of the Arkansas river.

The Cheyennes and Arapahoes claimed that they did not understand the location
of the land set apart by the treaty of 1867, and as they desired a reservation on the
North Fork of the Canadian River. some sixty miles helow Camp Supply, the Presi-
dent of the United States, upon the recommendation of this office, approved by the
Secretary of the Interior, by Executive order, dated Augnst 10, 1369, set apart for
their use a tract of land lying south of the C‘herokee country, as described therein,
containing 4,297,771 acres.

The tifth section of the Indian appropriation act of May 29, 1872 (17 Stat., 190),
anthorized the President of the United States and the Secretary of the Interior *‘to
make an appraisement of the Cherokee lands lying west of the ninety-sixth meridian
of west longitude, and west of the land of the Osage Indiaus, in the Indian Territory,
and south of the southern line of the State ot Kansas, ceded to the United States by
the Cherokee Indinns nnder their treaty of July 19, 1866, for the settlement of friendly
Indians, and report the same to Congress: Provided, That the Secretary of the Interior
be, and he hereby is, authorized to negotiate with the Southern Cheyennes and Ara-
pabioes for the relinquishment of their c¢laim to the land ceded to them by the second
article of the treaty of October 28, 1367, out of the cession made by the Cherokees in
the treaty of July 19, 1866; such relinquishment, if obtained, to be in consideration
of a sufficient and permanent location for the said Cheyennes and Arapahoes, upon
the lands ceded to the United States by the Creeks and Seminoles in the treaties of
March 21 and June 14, 1366. and that the Secretary report the action taken by him
under this provision to Congress at its next session.”

Agreements were entered into under the provisions of this act, and were submitted
to Congress by the department December 16, 1872, npon which no final action appears
to have been taken by that body. (See House Ex. Doc. No. 43, Forty-second Congress,
third session; also Senate Ex. Doc. No. 69, Forty-fifth Congress, second session.)
.Agreements were also entered into on the 18th of November, 1873. None of these agree-
ments were ever put into operation, and the Cheyennes and Arapahoes still remain on
the reservation set apart for them by the Executive order of August 10, 1369.

Since the confirmation of the treaty of October 28, 1867, with these Indlans, some
of the lands within the reservation established by the second article of that treaty
have been set apart for and are now occupied by the Pawnees, Poncas, Otoes and Mis-
sourias, and Nez Perces.

A portion of the lands agreed to Le set apart by the agrecments of November 18,
1873, is also occupied by the above-named Indians. It would, therefore, be impossible
to locate the Cheyennes and Arapahioes upon their original reservation without fur-
ther negotiations, even if it be held that they have not forfeited their right to the same
by refnsing to locate thereon, and accepting other lands in lien thereof.  Neither could
the agreements be contirmed unless modified with the consent of the tribes.

The government lhas extensive and costly buildings south of the Ciinarron River, on
the lands set apart by the Executive order of Augnst 10, 1869.

Agent Miles reports that a few of the Indians, acting npon the advice given themn by
the late Secretary of the Interior in September, 1880, have moved north of the Cim-
arron, remote from the agency, and that others are preparing to follow them this spring,
but that the large magjority will remain on the reservation until some decisive action
is taken by the governinent.

T have instructed Agent Miles to notify the Indians not to leave the present reser-
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vation, and informed him that the matter would he laid hefore the department with
a view to obtaining the necessary legislation.

In consideration of all the facts in the case, the large cost to the government to re-
move the agency, and the refusal of the Indians to locate on the original reservation,
I deem it best that the present reservation should be confirmed to them, and with that
end in view have had prepared, and submit herewith for your cousideration, a draft
of a bill for that purpose.

Should you concur in these recommendations, I would respectfully suggest that the
matter be presented to Congress, with a request for early and favorable consideration.

Very respecttully, your obedient servant,
H. PRICE,
Commissioner,



