
























































20 TROUBLES ON TEXAS FRONTIER.

1.

List of property stolen or destroyed by Juan Nepomosina, and Lis men,
belonging to Gabriel Catsell, of Brownsville, Texas, and situated on
his rancho called the ¢¢ Saus,”’ in Cameron county, Texas.

170 stock cattle, worth $7 each....coooveviiviiiiiiiiiiiiinininn., $1,190 00
5 horses, worth $100 each....cccovvieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiininininnan, 500 00
Corn, arms, saddle, bridle, &e., stolen, worth ......... creeees 100 00
1,790 0G

State oF TExas, county of Cameron :

On this twenty-fourth day of January, A. D. eighteen hundred and
sixty, personally appeared before me Henry Lyman Howlett, a notary
public in and for the county and State aforesaid, duly commissioned
and sworn, Gabriel Catsell, to me well known, who being by me duly
sworn according to law, deposes and states on his oath that the above
is a true list of property lost by this deponent-—stolen or destroyed by
one Juan Nepomosina Cortina and his men—amounting to seventeen
hundred and ninety dollars.

G. CATSELL.

In testimony whereof I hereto set my hand and affix my notarial
L& seal at my office in the city of Brownsville, in said county, this
* 74 24th day of January, A. D. 1860.
O, L. HOWLETT,
Notary public.

1%

BrowxsviLe, Texas, January 31, 1860.

Sir: In compliance with your notice to the citizens of the Rio
Grande valley, requesting all who have lost property during the dis-
turbance of the last few months to present a list and valuation of such
lost property, permit me to state that I have lost as follows, to wit :

75 head of cows and beeves, valued at $15 each.. ............ $1,125 00

The above named stock was all taken by Cortinas, or the men under
his command.
Respectfully submitted by yours, very truly,
Major S. P. HEINTZELMAN, '
United Siates Army.
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12 mattocks crowbars, at $3...cveeriiiiiiieniriiineeriins veeeees $36 00
I estimate the da.ma.ve I have sustained by the burning of
my fence and I‘ObleO' of my farming utensils at two

thousand dollars.......c.u....... et entreeaesaetneenienreitreanrins 2,000 00
g 077 R TP 7,717 00

Proofs of the above losses will be presented when required.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. CLAY DAVIS.

Major HEINTZELMAN,
United States Army.

1 u.

Rro Graxpe Crry,
Starr County, Texas, January 31, 1860.

Amount of losses and damages sustained by the undersigned in his mer-
cantile affairs and property during the foray committed by the robber
gang under the command of Nepomocino Cortinas, including the
amount taken from me by force, in merchandise and cash, on the 25t
and 26th ult. to say :

Amount of merchandise taken and damaged, about.......... . $1,300 00
Amount of cash taken and damaged on account, about...... 1,200 09
Amount of damage for goods retained at Brownsville for
want of safe conveyance to a market.......... co.coiiiininns . 5,200 00
Amount of expenses incidental for safe and mutual protec-
1210 e e e ceeas 300 00
7,900 00

The above damages I will endeavor to prove satisfactory in due time,
before the Court of Claims, at Washington, D. C., against the gov-
ernment of the United States, when required.

Respectfully submitted.

JOHN DECKER.
Major HEINTZELMAN,
United States Army y, Ringgold Barracks, Texas,

1.

Roma, Starr Corxrty, TExAS, January 26, 1860.

Drar Sir: We, the undersigned merchants, doing business in the
town of Roma, in the county ot Starr, State of Texas, under the name
and style of Doddridge & Jacobs, beg leave to represent that, during
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five ($500) hundred dollars; that your deponent suffered the loss of six
weeks of his time, which has caused him severe pecuniary loss, but
makes no claim therefor, only claiming the amount actually expended
in the protection of his family and furniture from the said Cortinas and
his invading army.

That as evidence of the justness of my claim, I respectfully beg
leave to refer you to the following certificate of gentlemen and mer-
chants of Roma.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN LEVY.

Major J. B. HEINTZELMAN,

U. 8. 4., Commanding Ringgold Barracks.

TrE StATE oF TEx4AS, County of Starr:

We, the undersigned, merchants and citizens of the town of Roma,
in said State and county, do hereby certify that we are well acquainted
with all the circumstances set forth in the above declaration of John
Levy, and that the same is a true statement of the facts. That in our
opinion the sum of five ($500) hundred dollars will not cover his losses
consequent upon the recent invasion by Cortinas and his army.

Given under our hands, at the town of Roma, this 26th day of Jan-
uvary, A. D. 1860.
Witnesses :
Jack R. EVERETT.
JonN MARTIN.
M. BUSTAMENTE.
Noan Cox.

las.

List of property stolen or destroyed by one Juan Nepomocina Cortinas
and his men, situate on the rancho called ¢ Los Indios,”” in Cameron
county, Texas, belonging to James Mallett, viz :

2 doors of frame houSe....cvvvecrvrrisiireeenrsrniiiiinieeincnies $12 60
Furniture, clothing, provisions, &c., destroyed............... 150 00
1 corral burned.......cocvvevieiiininieriiiiiiici e 125 00
1 house ““  tiiiiiiitiiiiiiees srreir e e e 30 00
4 horses, worth $40 each......coccevviviniiiiiiiiiiiiiini, 160 00
60 beef cattle, worth $15 each.....cocvuviinnnnen eereete e 900 00
125 stock cattle, worth $7 each......co verevrveiinininiiicinnns 875 00
Damages, breaking up my business, and ruining said
TANChO. cve ittt i Ceve e 500 00
2,802 00

BrowxsviLL, January 27, 1860,












.
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lax.

List of the loss of property sustained by the undersigned, by the outlaws
headed by Juan Nepomosina Cortinas :

5 cows, ab BI85 it tiriiiiiii i e e e §75 00
2 calves, at 12 iin i e eaeeeeee 24 00
B 11 O 12 00

111 00

GUILLERMO MOLINA
BrowNsvILLE, January 29, 1860.

lay.

List of property belonging to William Neale which was on the Baston
rancho, and was burnt, stolen, or destroyed by Juan Nepomosina
Clortinas and his band, from the 30th day of October, 4. D. 1859, to
the present time :

Fifteen thousand feet of pine lumber, at $50 per thousand

feet vovuviineiiiiniceacenieinnes Creaeeee e nenee e rae e reret e neaaaes $750 00
One two-horse carriage......covevvnevienee eeenreia Seenaeen 250 00
One bUZEY errerrerirenrencnnnes et et eeee e ea e aens 75 00
L0 e o) s 200 00
Carrxage buggy, wagon plough, and cart harness........ 150 00
Ten mules at $60 each...ccvveivviiiniiniirniierenininiiiiinenee 600 09
Eight horses at $50 each.....cooviviiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiinnin 400 00
Household furniture and library.....c.cocvevevarienniiinnnnnnee 1,500 00
Kitchen and dairy utensils....cccoioiiviiiiiiniiierinineeninnns 300 00
Family clothing and jewelry........ cerrerens s e 1,500 00
Provisions and STOTeS......eecvveiinieiiiiniieiniieeniieinisnaeese 200 00
Farming implements, tools, machines, instruments for

ITTIation, &C..viveiiiiiiiiiiiiiieriiiier e seeee e 500 00

Damages for being driven out of my estate and property,
and loss of lite; use of Nestor Masan’s half of the
dwelling and improvement of the lands.....covviininnnee 10,000 00

Total.veurreereisererensnns PP 16,425 00

W. NEALE.
STATE oF TExAs, Cameron County,
City of Brownsville, January 23, 1860.
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1bde.

List of property lost by the undersigned by reason of the invasion by Cor-
tinas and his command on the Rio Grande, viz:

Dwelling and storehouse.....cocvveuiviiiiiiiiiiiiciiniinininne $600 00
Amount of stock on hand in store....cveeeesiviiveninininenonnnn. 1,100 00
Household and kitchen furniture......cooovoveieniniiiiininin, 300 60
Outhouses and fences ........c.covvremreiriieeiinininiineinnan, 350 00
27 head of cattle, at 88 perhead.......occriieoniiininiivennnnen. 216 00
17 head of hogs, at $3 per head......cco.cveriiiiiiiiiiinninn.n 51 00
2 yoke of oxen and cart........ ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiin i 150 00
2 fine Shot gUNS...ccvviiiiniiiiiiiiiirit o 80 00
1 Colt’s belt pistol....cievevviniiiiriieiiniiiiinen s cnnccanes 25 00
2 THIES teieiiii e e e 40 00
Ferry Doat. .. eeeeriieeeiieiiiein e seeeri e eane e 75 00
Clothing for self and family.....coviiciiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiicninnnnn, 150 00
Damages of self and family....coverivrnveninniiininiicinn, 2,000 00

5,137 00

FRANCIS PREAST,

Cameron County.

1bd.

Amount of loss and damage sustained by me from the band of robbers
under the command of Juan Nepomocina Cortinas, and which was
taken from me by force of armswithout my consent or knowledge, to say :

Rio Grawpe Crty, January 29, 1860.
For 12 horses taken by robbers on the 27th of December,
1859, valued at viieviiiiiiiniiiiiiicisaneineinineienes $480 60
Respectfully submitted.

his
DIMASIO 4+ RODRIGUES.

mark.

Captain Rickerts, U. S. 4.,
Commanding, de., Ringgold Barracks.

1be.

Lisi of property lost and destroyed belonging to T'haddeus J. C. Rhodes
by Juan N. Gortinas and his band, from the 28tk day of September,
1859, up to this the 26th day of January, 1860, to say :

1 dwelling-house, value.......c.coeeviviiuiuninniniinnn. e $500 00
1 dwWelling-house vevueneernieeerruneieneneineerneneeririanenrenanes 350 00
4 small jackalls, $50 each.....cccoevvvviviiniirveiininiiiiniiininns 200 00

1 corn crib
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L LT 3 TP $12 00
Furniture and cooking utensils............. e 25 00
2 R0ES. e tet e e ee e 156
2 BPAAES L e e s e e e e 2 50
T plough. e i e e s 5 00
2 sets of wagon harness.........cccoiveiiiiiiiiiiinn e, 18 00
2 fifth chains, for 0Xen....c.viiiveeiiiiiiiiini e e ceaenn 10 00
2 FOKES cuiiiiit ceitin i iiiris rererrees creerierereres e e raeean 6 00
Fences around two fields...ocoveiireniiiiiiiinieiiiennenninnennens 75 00

884 75

BrowxsvILLE, January 24, 1860.

TuE SraTE oF TExAs, County of Cameron:

Be it remembered that on this twenty-fourth day of January, in
the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty, personally
appeared before me, Henry Lyman Howlett, a notary public in and
for the sald county and State, duly commissioned and sworn, Robert
Shears, to me well known, who, being by me duly sworn according to
law, deposes and states on his oath that he has suffered a loss by
the depredations of one Juan Nepomucino Cortinas, and men under
his command, to the amount: of eight hundred and eighty-four dollars
and seventy-five cents, as per the foregoing list of property, which
deponent affirms to be true.

ROBERT SHEARS.

In testimony whereof, I hereunto set my hand and affix my nota-
rial seal, at my office in the city of Brownsville, in said county, this
24th day of January, A. D. 1860.

H. L. HOWLETT, Notary Public.

lbyg.

List of property taken and stolen or destroyed by Juan Nepomucino
Cortinas and the men under his command, belonging to M. 3. Stevens,
of Hidalgo county, Texas, viz:

2 horses, worth $75 each....cccviiviiiiiiiiiiiiecoiniieniienes 8150
L gun coiiiiiii e e 90
1 yoke OXeN.ivivuiirirerioniiionnniinisiniinonenes eees e 40
2 cows, Worth $15 €ach.cevueruuineiriiiiiiininiienie raraneceenee 30
2 cattle, worth $5 each vovvviivviiiiiiiiiiiiiie i 10
60 hogs, breeding sows, worth $10 each .....covevuvivininni 600

Damages for destroying my place, about 18 miles above
Edinburg, aund driving me away from my home and busi-
DESS tiereerirnrrenrnrenn. C et e ees aneetenae e teee et ne et eannban e 1,000

BrownsviLLE, January 24, 1860,
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the amount of thirteen thousand seven hundred and eighty-five dol-
lars, for which amount deponent looks to the United States as a citizen
thereof.

WILLIAM L. THOMAS.

In testimony whereof I hereto set my hand and affix my notarial
seal at my office in the city of Brownsville, in said county, this 24th

day of January, A. D. 1860.
H. L. HOWLETT,
Notary Public.

10 1.
BrownsviLLe, Texas, January 31, 1860.
Sir: In compliance with your notice to the citizens of the Rio
Grande valley, requesting all who have lost property during the dis-

turbances of the last few months to present a list and valuation of
such property, permit me to state that I have lost as follows, to wit:

6 horses, valued at §40 each.....cocivviiiiiiiiiinnriiiniiann, $240 00
1 mare, valued at.icoviiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 30 00
13 cows, valued at $12 each.....vvviviivniiiiriiiiiiiiiiin e, 156 00

426 00

The above-named stock was all taken by Cortinas, or the men under
his command.
Respectfully submitted by yours, very truly,
D. VUBRE.
Major S. P. Hrrxtzerman, U. S. 4.

1d,.
The United Siates to Julius Verbaum, Dr,

For a frame dwelling-house, one and a half stories high,
built of frame and lumber, situated about twelve miles
from Brownsville, on the Palo Alto prairie, and known as
the Palo Alto House, pulled to pieces and destroyed, doors
and windows carried off, together with fences and cistern,
and also the household furniture destroyed, by men under
the command of one Juan Nepomocino Cortinas, in No-

vember last, valued at......cocvviiiiiiniiiiniiiiniicn e, $500 00
For 3 oxen, taken by the same party..........c.ocveennnes e 60 00
560 00

BrowxsviLLe, January 26, 1860.

TuE StaTE oF TEXAS, County of Cameron :

_Be it known, that on this twenty-sixth day of January, A. D.
eighteen hundred and sixty, personally appeared before me, Henry
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I certify that the above statement is substantially correct; that at
the time of the loss of said property I was and am still keeping a
livery stable in the city of Brownsville, Cameren county, Texas, and
that said animals were used by me in my sald business; that I have
not had, and I have not now the means to replace them, and from
which has resulted a partial ruin of my business and other serious
Inconveniences.

W. A, WAUGH.

BrownsviLLe, January 23, 1860.

10m.

List of property stolen or destroyed by Juan Nepomocino Cortinas and
men under his command, belonging to Doctor It. West and James
Johnson, taken from a rancho about seven miles from Brownsville,
Texas, viz :

Bighty stock cattle, mostly milk cows, at $§10 each.......... %300 00
Ninety goats, at $1 each .......coovviiiiiiinnn . 90 00
Four mares, at §25 each....ccveveiveiviiiiiiiiiiiiiieeniee e, 100 00
Seven horses, at $30 cach......oiiiiiiiii i 210 00
(0 TCR T L LT TP 150 00
Forty hogs, at $5 each....cocovvvviiiiiiiiiii, 200 00
Household and kitchen furniture (destroyed).......c.c...... 100 00
Ranch improvements destroyed.........covveveiviniinien veennn, 100 00

Total..vvieer i e rieee e e enraes e 1,750 00

BrowxsviLLg, Texas, January 25, 1860.

Tue StaTE oF TEXAS, Counly of Cameron :

Be it remembered that on this twenty-fifth day of January, A. D.
eighteen hundred and sixty, personally appeared before me Henry
Lyman Howlett, a notary public in and for the county and State
aforesaid, duly commissioned and sworn, Robert West, to me well
known, who beirg by me duly sworn according to law, deposes and
states on his oath, that he, deponent, and one James Johnson, equally
interested with this deponent, having suffered damage from the de-
predations of Juan Nepomocino Cortinas and his men, to the amount
of seventeen hundred and fifty dollars ($1,750,) as per annexed list
of property lost, which deponent here affirms to be true and correct.

R. WEST.

In testimony whereof, I hereto set my hand and aflix my notarial
(L. 5.] seal at my office in the city of Brownsville, in said county, this
*71 25th day of January, A. D. 1860.
H. L. HOWLETT, Nolary Public.
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Eight pair of cart-wheels, at $15 per pair....ccocevvvenveinnn. §120 00
Two carts, complete, at $50 each.........coveviiiiiiiienennnne. 100 00
One set of blacksmith’s t00ls.......covuvveiviniiiviiiiiininiinn 75 00
One chest of carpenter’s t0018......uveeeriiieniiireninicneninene. 95 00
Clothing and furniture........c..cooveviiiiiiviiinciiieee s 350 00

Three hundred and seventy-five bushels of corn, at 10s.
per bushel..ooviiiiiiiiiiiiii e 468 75
Seventy-two bushels Mexican frejolas, at $2 per bushel.... 144 00
One thousand four hundred pumpkins, at $§4 per 100....... 56 00
Burning fence on farm.....coeeieiinieniniiiiiiiiinii i 200 00
8,298 75

NATHANIEL WHITE.

1bgq.

A list of property stolen and carried away by Nepomocina Cortinas and
his party, belonging to Salome Young, of the county of Hidalgo, in the
State of Texas, from the 1st of October, 1839, to the 25¢h of January,
1860.

Eight hundred head of horned cattle, at $10 per head...... 88,000 00

Three mules, at $50 per head....coseniiiiviiiiiiiiiinin, 150 00
One hOorSe.covviiiiiiiiiiis i e s e e 25 00
Onesaddle....coiviiiiiiiiiiii e 15 00
Two barrels agucidente.....cco.ooviiveniiiviiiiinini . 30 00

8,220 00

SALOME YOUNG.

1br.
Lstimate of the losses and damages sustained by the undersigned from
Cortinas and lis force, in Cameron county, State of Texas, in the
month of December, 1859, and January, 1860.

Forty head of horned cattle taken and destroyed by said

Cortinas and his men, worth $15 per head.......cc...u..... $600 00
Eight head of horses and mares taken by him, worth $50
Perhead..oo.iviiiini e, 400 00
Merchandise taken from his store, worth........ ............. 17 00
Amount of farming implements and ranching tools......... 25 00
Onesaddle and bridle.........cooiviiiiiiiiiiiniinn i 20 00
Onerifle oovviiiiiiiini 12 00
One musket........coiiiviiiiiiiiiiiiin e 5 00

1,079 00
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it is a well-known fact that up ¢o this time the marauders have free
access to it.
M. KENEDY.
BrowxsviLLe, January 28, 1860.

BrowxsviLLE, Jonuary 28, 1860.

I would furthermore state that Jacob F. George had a small store
and some household furniture in the rancho, of the value of about

two hundred dollars, which I am satisfied was wholly destroyed.
M. KENEDY.

156¢.

BrowxsviLLe, January 28, 1860.

Sir: In accordance with a notice issued by you, calling on the
citizens for information in regard to the amount of property stolen or
destroyed by Cortinas and his band—

On September 28, 1859, I had on my rancho, situated on the Rio
Grande, fifteen miles above Brownsville, four large dwelling-houses,
with kitchens attached, 1,600 yards extra quality tencing, one corral,
the crop of corn and other produce, farming tools, cord wood, cattle,
hogs, one horse, and other property impossible for me to recollect at
present. The whole 1 value at three thousand dollars.

Owing to the danger in traveliing through the country it is impos-
sible for me to state whether all or any part is destroyed or not. I
believe 1t is destroyed.

Respectfully, yours,
HUGH O’CONNOR.

Major HEINTZELMAN.

1bu.

BrownsvitLe, Texas, January 29, 1860.

Str: In accordance with your call upon the people of the Rio
Grande frontier to present to you within a week a statement of their
losses by the predatory band under Cortinas, we have to state that we
cannot in so short notice arrive at any certain or proximate amount of
our losses.

We had at the commencement of his depredations upon our cattle
rancho over two thousand head of cattle and horses. At one period
since then not two hundred were to be found upon the place. Since
then a portion of them have been recovered ; others will be lost, but
how many it will be impossible to determine.

The stock consisted of about two hundred head of beeves, waiting
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Houses and fences burned.....cccvveeiiviniiiniieniviins vecernenceenns $1,500

Loss of crops and other losses consequent upon being compelled
to leave the farm, &c...oovviniuiininennrii e, 1,800
5,300

PETER BONCHARD.
BrownsviLLe, Texas, March 21, 1860.

1bx.

OFrIcE OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE STATE 0F TEXAS,
Brownsville, February 2, 1860.

Str: Will you please to give us your opinion as to what force of
Texas rangers will, for the present, be necessary to be kept in the
service for the protection of this frontier.

Yours, respectfully,
ANGEL NAVARRO,
ROBT. H. TAYLOR,
Commyssioners.
Major HeintzeELMAN, U. S. 4.

Hrapquarters BRoOWNSVILLE EXPEDITION,
Fort Brown, Texas, February 2, 1860.

GeENTLEMEN: In reply to your note of this morning, asking my
“opinion as to what force of Texas rangers will, for the present, be
necessary to be kept in service for the protection of this frontier,”” I
have the honor to state:

In my opinion the two companies of rangers now in the service of
the State are sufficient. 1 have but one company of cavalry at my
disposal, and this force I consider entirely inadequate for the security
of the fronticr, as I am not authorized to cross the river into Mexico,
where those marauders recruit and organize, and to where they flew
for safety when pursued.

The ease with which incursions can be made from the other side
will make it exceedingly difficult to give complete protection, unless
the troops are authorized to occupy the opposite side of the river.

I am, gentlemen, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. P. HEINTZELMAN,
Major 1st Infantry, Com’g Brownsville Fxpedition.

Messrs. ANGeEL Navarro and Ropt. H. TAYLOR,
Commisioners of the State of Texas, Brownsville, Texas.

[Special order.]
OrFICE OF STATE COMMISSTONERS,
Brownsville, February 2, 1860.

S1r: From and after this date your movements and the troops under
your command will be directed by Major Heintzelman, or other com-
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which he is now doing, his command being nearly crossed over. Just
before we arrived here to-day, while we were at dinner, a man came
in and stated that the boat was fired into, (one ball passed through
the flag ;) on landing we found one ranger mortally wounded ; we
returned the fire, with our gun, tfrom the boat, and with our rifles.

‘When Major Ford arrived he thought it best, after taking counsel
from all on board, to cross the river, the better to protect the jreight and
the money.

While I am writing the firing is going on.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
LOOMIS L. LANGDON,
2d Lieut. 1st Artillery, A. 4. . M,
Envelope directed Major HEINTZELMAN,
U. 8. army, Fort Brown, Texas.

HEeAapQuARTERS BROWNSVILLE EXPEDITION,
Fort Brown, Texas, February 4, 1860,

Stz : Your note with the enclosed letters, is received. Your course
in protecting the boat is approved.

I enclose a letter for Captain Lee, for two of his companies of in-
fantry, to bring down the 24-pound howitzers from Ringgold. Will
you please have the letters forwarded by an express, if you think it
safe ; if not, by a small party as far as necessary.

I am, captain, very respecttully, your obedient servant,

S. P. HEINTZELMAN,
Major Iirst Infantry, Commanding Brownsville Expedition.

Captain G. STONEMAN,
Second cavalry, near the Bastone, Texas.

HeapquarTERs BROWNSVILLE [EXPEDITION,
Fort Brown, Texas, February 4, 1860,

Carrain: Your letter of this date, informing me of the attack on
the boat and the firing upon your men, is received. Captain Stone-
man’s cavalry has ere this reached the boat, and will co-operate with
you in protecting it on its way down.

It is of the utmost importance that you preserve the most rigid dis-
cipline amongst your troops, and that no injury that can be avoided
is doune to the inhabitants or their property. Do not allow yourself
to be drawn from the river, but confine your operations strictly to the
protection of the boat.

I will communicate with General Garcia, the Mexican commandant,
and should he, in accordance with his instructions, furnish a force to
co-operate in dispersing these bands of mauraders, I will inform you.

I'am, sir, very respectfully, your ob’t serv’t,

S. P. HEINTZELMAN,
Major 1st Infantry, Commanding Brownsville Expedition.

Captain J. S. Forp,

Commanding Texas Rangers, Near Bastone, Lexas.































Lield relurn of the troops of the Brownsville caxpedition, commanded by Major S. P. Heinlzclman, 1st tnfaniry.

COMMISSIONED OTFFICERS.

ENLISTED MEN.

Regiments. l = 4"5’ l Remarks,
. < .
8 ’ 5|8 g% | g g !
S .1 8158 E1E 18| % g
2 8218 B85 |8 2| < 2|
g2 5| s B b &g E|Z &
= I B e S S = T = = T R = S 50
o= |S|Al8 |5 |3 |8 & = < |
2d cavalry eeee oo ocaaas E |-.--.1 1 --..'_--_ 1 3 4 2 3 44 45 \ Sergeant Thomas Conroy, of company L, and private
1st artilleryeammameounanas C fameefacac]ocan 1) 1 4| 81 2 36 45 46 | Josepli Art, of company C, 1st artillery, slightly
DO e Lo|ececicceciaaas 1| 1 2] 2 1 23 28 20 | wounded.
DO e M |ccefema]oaad] 1 1] 3} 2 2| 20| 36| 37,
Istinfantry..ooooaeenano. . SRR DR S 2 RS PO PR AR SR 2 In addition, we had of the Texas rangers—
DO ereaeem e ccaaaas A joo.. --.-’.-..]--.- SRR PR S 1 1 1 Captain Tobin’s conpany .. cccovcecaooox G5 men.
3¢ D O L C RSN RIS PUNS BRI PRSI P 4 4 4 Captain Tomlinson’s COMPANY acccvaaan- 55
Ordnance department. ... I ----}.--.! L RS A PSP U PR SR P 1 Captain Hampton's company-caeeea---- 20
|
—
Total. cenememeaane el 111 CAp T T s s |1 120
|

La Eposaw, 13 miles from Fort Brown, December 14, 1859.

S, P. HEINTZELMAN, Major 1st Infantry, Commanding.

TIILNOYL SYXIL NO SITTIN0UL
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lcbd.
Supposed loss of Cortinas since September 28, 1859.

i
When. Where. l No.

September 28, 1859 camecaomecaoas Brownsville caeaan oo imaaeo. 2
October24. ccmuacemmome o ciccccicnaas Santa Rita - .. ccmeoo o eoaiioLlC 7
About October 31 .. cacamacoaaoaao Brownsville .. oo . 2
November 21 wce e oiiaicaceaanan Palo Alto prairie..oocooL.ooo_. 17
December 14. - o eeoemiccimcecaennas EDODAL - e | 8
About December 18 .- oo __a_. Brownsville « o .o i iaaaaaa. ‘ 1
December 27 aaeceancowmcmcmcaeaeeao Rio Grande City o coocmeoacaaaan. k 60
December 29 o cvcmom e Rio Grande ity v emmemmaaacannnas ‘ 1
About January 2, 1860 - o e uao.. Between Rio Grande city and Brownsville. 5
January 7 o aiceeaean Zarnora’s rancho. o oo cccaccaaceaaaoo 2
February 4 - v e ecaammee e acaaen Bolsa. - e e ! 36
At different times. e e cccec oo e ccacaa. Along the Rio Grande cavececcacano.. ! 10
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S. P. HEINTZELMAN,
Major 1st Infantry, Commanding.
HEADQUARTERS BROWNSVILLE EXPEDITION,
Fort Brown, Texas, March 1, 1860.

lcec.

List of claims for damages sustained by the depredations of Cortinas on
the Rio Grande.

No. Names of claimants. Amount.
1 | Barreda, DiaS-ceeeaeecen oo cncacana e e meemmme— e $948 00
2 | Basse, B oo e cmmcemeecmmmamem——————— 17,670 00
3 Bean, C. . A oo e a e e ceememmm e ceeam————— 1,530 00
4 Bessand, Lio oo e e e e e e e e e 125 00
5 | Bigelow, Israel B oo o iie e 3,755 00
6 | Blandfor, John Ra oo oo e eccmmmam————e - 130 00
T | Brown, JAmeS G e ceocccccce e rmcmmccc e m————————— 3,340 00
8 | Bustamente, M., & CO cueeumcer oo oo cccccmmmmm—e e 5,000 00
9 | Campbell, F. M. oo e e e cececccccccmcccme—————— 2,200 00
10 | Catsell, Gabriel- e e e ccae oo eoi i mdiccaoes 1,790 00
11 | Cavasos, Rafael . e e cces e cmca oo cmmee e ccmccamam————- 1,125 00
12 | Champion, AlDert. .. e cccccescacracacemecaancaan——n. 16,915 00
13 | Champion, Nicholas. ccac oo ee e cmcemcana P 10,785 00
14 | Champion, Peter. oo eeee e icccdcmccmccecccccmc—cm———e 16, 679 00
15 | Chano, Nicholas . . oo e e e cece e e cmmmam———eeaee 7,885 00
16 | Collins, Peter. oo oo e eceeecs e ceeemmcccamm—a————— 675 00
17 | COXy NOAL - e cmaecmmccmmecm; e ccc e ccacmcamccceom e —e—————- 6,000 00
18 | Cross, JOND Su v coa e ceciemececcccccccecccecceccecmac————- 1,425 00
19 | Crug, AlCATiO. o v e oo siee e c e s o e cmmmmmm e mm— s 75 00
20 | DAV8, H. ClaY o o oo oo e oo e 7,717 00
21 | Decket, JOND. o - x oo e e e e e e ———————— e 7,900 00
22 | Doddridge & JACODS - - - - v c oo e e e e e e m———a—a———————— 15,000 00
23 | Dodier, ADTONIO_ - v v o o e e e e e e s 670 00
24 | Domingos, Manuel . . e cee o e oo e e e cec e e 645 00
25 | FInn, JONN A . e et et e e e e e e mn 2,463 00
26 | Foster, (. W o o e e me e e e e e e e meeame 100 00
27 | Franco, Mateo e oo ce o o e e e e e e 1,876 68
28 | GATCIA, PeUIOn cmaman e ;e e e e e cm e e e ma e e mm— e a 220 00
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to his orders, and by persons to him unknown. That he is now en-
gaged in discovering the offenders, and will have them punished.
I am, with high respect, your obedient servant,
R. E. LEE,
Drevet Colonel, Commanding Department of Texas.
Hon. FraNCISCO ZEPEDA,
President of the Council of the City of Reynosa, Mexico.

7 e.

Campr pELOW EDINBURG,
April 9, 1860.

Capraix : I have received assurances from the authorities of the city
of Reynosa that no persons belonging to the band of Cortinasg, or en-
gaged in committing aggressions upon the persons or property of
American citizens, shali be permitted to come or remain within their
jurisdiction.

I desire you to see that these assurances are fulfilled, and to aid the
authorities, if necessary, in carrying them into effect. Should you
find that they are not fulfilled, and that any parties of men are col-
lected for the purpose of depredating on this side of the Rio Grande,
you will act according to the orders already given you.

Captain Stoneman’s squadron will remain in this vicinity for some
days, and if necessary will co-operate with yours. In this event, the
senior officer for duty will of course take command.

I have been informed that threats have been uttered by citizens of
Reynosa against residents of Edinburg and Tobasso. I desire you to
inform the authorities of Reynosa of these menaces, and give them to
understand that they will be held responsible for outrages committed
by their citizens on American soil.  You will also give all the protec-
tion in your power to the citizens of the places named, and all others
within the line of your operations.

S kS % % * * * * *
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. E. LEE,
DBrevet Colonel, Commanding Depariment.
Captain A. G+ BRACKETT,
Commanding Squadron 2d Cavalry,
Camp at Edinburg, Texas.

(2

Mrirer’s Hoten, BrROWNSVILLE,
April 11, 1860.

S : I have the honor to deliver to you a communication from his
excellency the governor of Texas, which, with the accompanying doc-
uments, will explain the object which induces me to address your de-
partment.
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The fact of the authorities of Mexico having failed to prevent these
outrages, justified the crossing of our troops, and they alone must be
answerable for the consequences. The troops that crossed behaved
with great forbearance, and took every pains not to molest or disturb
the peaceable inhabitants or their property.

‘Whilst at this place, (‘‘ La Bolsa,”’) Cortinas, with a small party,
crossed to the American side, and ata place called ¢ Los Reusias,”” on
the 24th January, intercepted the United States mail carrier, took his
mail, cut the bag and rifled the contents. He threatened the mail
carrier with hanging for serving the Americans, but let them oft be-
cause the contractor is a Mexican. He, however, took him across to
““La Bolsa,”” and there kept him a prisoner till he escaped on Satur-
day, February 4, during the confusion of the fight. During his stay
there it was a frequent subject of conversation, the intercepting and
robbing of the steamer. There were $60,000 in specie and bullion on
board, besides a valuable cargo. Cortinas was at this time in constant
communication with the inhabitants of Matamoras, and of the small
towns above.

Cortinas, between the 28th of September and October, retired to
Matamoras, and was there seen by some of our more prominent citi-
zens.  Cabrera, his second in command, was captured by the sheriff
and his posse near Cortinas’s ranche.

Immediately after the capture of Cabrera, Cortinas, who was then
at or near Matamoras, sent a peremptory message to the citizens of
Brownsville, demanding his immediate release, and threatening to
burn the town.

This was refused. Shortly thereafter Cortinas crossed the river
froin Mexico with a well armed force. Irom that time to the present
he has depended npon Mexican aid for men and arms, and supplies.
The whole frontier he has laid waste as far as Rio Grande City, one
hundred and twenty miles, and there is not an American living on
any property belonging to an American that could be destroyed on
this long line, and but very few Mexicans. Nearly all the Ameri-
caus hiag caught he murdered.

Cortinas himself is a Mexican, and most of the men who have com-
posed his bands are Mexican citizens; and as he has organized and
armed them openly, and without opposition or interruption from the
authorities, we are entitled to make reclamations for our devastated
frontier and for our murdered citizens.

There are many other facts I might adduce, but it is unnecessary to
enlarge the discussion of these points at present, as I am Lere with my
forces for the purpose of dispersing those outlaws and defending the
frontier from further outrages, as well as to aid the civil authorities
in bringing the offenders to justice.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. P. HEINTZELMAN,
Major 1st U. 8. Infantry, Comdg. U. S. Lroops, Lower Rio Grande.

J 04QUIN ANGEIELIS, Esq.,
Military Commander of the line of the Bravo, Matamoras, MMexico.

[Noto.—LFor letter from Captains Stoneman and Ford, of March 18,1860, sece No. 3 a
of these papers.]
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Y. Colonel Lee lo the Adjutant General.

HeapqQuarteErs DEpARTMENT oF TEXAS,
Fort Brown, April 17, 1860.

CoroxiL: I have the honor to enclose a copy of a letter, (marked
E.,) I addressed on the 12th instant to General J. Garcia, command-
er-in-chief of the line of the Bravo, with his reply, (marked F.) You
will perceive that he gives full assurances of the intention of the aun-
thorities of Mexico to prosecute Cortinas and his band, and announ-
ces that he now holds in prison at Matamoras some of his accom-
plices.

1 also enclose the reply of the anthorities of Reynosa to my letter
to them of the 9th instant, (marked I.) Ihadno reason to doubt the
sincerity of the protession of the Mexican authorities, and believe they
are disposed to maintain peace with the United States ; but their abil-
ity to control the unruly among their people is not, in my opinion,
adequate to the purpose. 1 shall, thercfore, not hesitate to disperse
and punish all marauders on our territory. I hear of no aggressions
on the frontier, nor can I learn of any preparations to disturb the ex-
isting quiet.  The last reliable account of Cortinas was that e was
retiring further into the intericr of Mexico. He had with him his
family and two men, and was more than one hundred miles from the
frontier. General Garcia informed Major Heintzelman, on the 13th
instant, that orders had been given by the Mexican authorities to ar-
rest him wherever found. '

The disposition of the United States troops on the river, is the same
as at my last report.  The recruits for the three companies of artil-
lery at this post have arrived, and nearly completed their complement
of men,

1 am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. E. LEE,
Brevet Colonel, Commanding Depurtment of Texas.
Colonel S. Coorer,
Adjutant Qeneral U. S. Army, Washington City, D. C.

[Nore. See Colonel Lee’s letter to Mr. Zepeda, to which the follow-
ing is a reply, No. 7 d.]

9 a.

Sara CAPITULAR,
Del I’ Ayuntamiento, De Reynosa.

Dada cuenta a la Y. Corporacion en sesion estraordinaria de hoy»
con la apreciable communicacion de V.S. fecha de ayer, relativa 4 va-
rios puntos de importancia, acuerda decirle por mi conducto, como
tengo el honor de hacerlo, que cuanto ha ofrecido hacer en su commu-
nicacion fecha 7 del corriente, y verbalmente, sobre la persecucion
aprehencion y castigo de los hombres que se encuentren en esta villa y
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this corporation begs that, observing the honor and good faith in
which we have acted, you will not hesitate to trust our sincerity in
future.

This corporation is truly thankful to you for deigning to issue in-
structions to the officers commanding the United States troops on the
Rio Grande, to rely upon the good faith of this corporation, and this
municipal body will neglect no means of proving that your confidence
has not been misplaced.

It is also a matter of grateful satisfaction to us, to notice the infor-
- mation given you by John S. Ford, esq., captain of Texas rangers,
ot the investigation going on to discover and punish the persons who
fired the two shots from their camp into ours on the night before last.
We will act in like manner in similar cases.

Have the kindness, dear sir, to accept the best esteem of this cor-
poration, over which I have the honor to preside.

God and liberty!

FRANCISCO ZEPEDA, Prestdent.

VicentE MuGuerza, Secretary.

R. E. Leg, Esq.,
Col. Com. the Military Dep’t of Texas.

9 c.

Heapquarters, Fort Brown, TEX4S,
April 12, 1860.

GENERAL: I had the honor to receive your letter of the 6th instant
on my way to this place, and have postponed replying to it till my
arrival. I regret that you consider the visit of Captain Ford, of the
Texas rangers, to the town of Reynosa a cause of comaplaint, as that
officer, in his official report of the occurrence, supposed he was acting in
accordance with your sanction and the general understanding between
yourself and Major Heintzelman, commanding the United States troops
on the Rio Grande, that the outlaw, Cortinas, and his band should be
pursued and arrested wherever found.

1 was gratified to learn from the authorities of the city of Reynosa,
and am pleased to have it repeated in your letter of the 6th instant,
that the authorities and public force of Mexico, under the orders of the
superior anthorities, will pursue and punish Cortinas and his follow-
ers ; as the vindication of the violated laws of the United States will
conduce to the restoration of quiet on our frontier and of amicable feel-
ings between the two countries.

For the attainment of this object I shall employ, if necesssary, all
the force in this department; and further, I beg leave to inform you
that I have been directed by the honorable Secretary of War of the
government of the United States to notify the Mexican authorities on
the Rio Grande that they must break up and disperse the bands of
banditti concerned in the ontrages against the persons and property
of American citizens. I shall, therefore, consider it my duty to hold
them responsible for its faithful performance.













