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CHAPTER I  

INTRODUCTION

The G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  h a s  had 

t r em en d ou s  r e p e r c u s i o n s  n o t  o n ly  on Communist C h i n a ' s  i n t e r n a l  

a f f a i r s ,  b u t  a l s o  on  i t s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  b e h a v i o r .  D o m e s t i c a l l y ,  

a  c o m p l i c a t e d  power s t r u g g l e  u n d e r  t h e  name o f  t h e  G re a t  

P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  had  c a u se d  n a t io n w id e  t u r m o i l .  

I n  f o r e i g n  a f f a i r s ,  d u r i n g  t h e  G re a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  

R e v o l u t i o n ,  i t  had q u a r r e l l e d  i n  one way o r  a n o t h e r  w i t h  f i f t y  

c o u n t r i e s .  A l l  o f  t h e s e  e v e n t s  seem to  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e r e  

m us t  be some r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw ee n  t h e s e  form s o f  i n t e r n a l  and  

e x t e r n a l  c o n f l i c t  b e h a v i o r  which  d e s e r v e s  a n a l y s i s .

The t r a d i t i o n a l  s c h o l a r l y  a s su m p t io n  i n  f o r e i g n  

p o l i c y  a n a l y s i s  g e n e r a l l y  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  a  n a t i o n  e x p e r i e n c i n g  

i n t e r n a l  d i s o r d e r  w i l l  t e n d  t o  engage i n  e x t e r n a l  c o n f l i c t  

e i t h e r  t o  d i v e r t  t h e  p e o p l e ' s  a t t e n t i o n  from s e r i o u s  p ro b lem s  

o r  to  j u s t i f y  r e p r e s s i v e  g o v e rn m e n ta l  m easu re s  a g a i n s t  

d o m es t ic  o p p o n e n ts .  Some o b s e r v e r s  even r e g a r d  e x t e r n a l  c o n ­

f l i c t  a s  l a r g e l y  d e te r m i n e d  by dom es t ic  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  Marx 

a nd  L e n in ,  f o r  example,  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  i n



g e n e r a l  a s  t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  d o m e s t i c  p o l i t i c s . "  Quincy

W righ t  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  a  r u l e r  p r e v e n t s  s e d i t i o n  by making 
2

e x t e r n a l  war .  R ic h a r d  N. R o s e c ra n c e ,  E r n e s t  B. Haas ,  and

A l l e n  W h i t i n g ' s  a s s u m p t io n s  were  g e n e r a l l y  i n  a g re em en t  w i th

W r i g h t ' s .  F i n a l l y ,  a c c o r d i n g  to  Henry A. K i s s i n g e r ,

Many o f  t h e  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  new n a t i o n s  u s e  f o r e i g n  
p o l i c y  a s  a  means t o  e s c a p e  i n t r a c t a b l e  i n t e r n a l  
d i f f i c u l t i e s  and a s  a  d e v ic e  t o  a c h i e v e  do m es t ic  
c o h e s i o n .  The i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a r e n a  p r o v i d e s  t h e  
l e a d e r s  o f  d e v e l o p i n g  s t a t e s  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  
d r a m a t i c  f o r e i g n  m easu re s  t h a t  a r e  i m p o s s i b l e  a t  
home

However, r e c e n t  s t u d i e s  have  g e n e r a t e d  c o n f l i c t i n g  

f i n d i n g s  on t h e  v a l i d i t y  o f  t h e s e  a s s u m p t i o n s . ^  For  example ,  

Rudolph J .  Rummel c o n d u c te d  an  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n ­

s h i p s  be tw een  d o m es t ic  and e x t e r n a l  c o n f l i c t  u t i l i z i n g  n in e  

dom es t ic  i n d i c a t o r s  such a s  a s s a s s i n a t i o n s ,  s t r i k e s ,  g u e r r i l l a  

w a r f a r e ,  p u r g e s ,  r i o t s ,  r e v o l u t i o n s ,  e t c . ,  and  t h i r t e e n  f o r e i g n  

c o n f l i c t  i n d i c a t o r s  such  a s  a n t i - f o r e i g n  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s .

"Vernon V. A s p a t u r i a n ,  " I n t e r n a l  P o l i t i c s  and F o r e i g n  
B e h av io r  i n  t h e  S o v i e t  Sys tem ,"  i n  A o nroaches  to  Com para t ive  
and I n t e r n a t i o n a l  P o l i t i c s , ed .  R. B a r ry  B a r r e l  (E v an s to n :  
N o r th w e s t e r n  U n i v e r s i x y  P r e s s ,  i 9 6 0 ) ,  p .  212.

2
Quincy W r ig h t ,  A S tudy  o f  W ar , 2nd ed .  (Chicago;  

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Chicago P r e s s ,  I 9 0 5 ) , p .  1^0 .
'j
^ R ic h a r d  N. R o s e c ra n c e ,  A c t i o n  and R e a c t i o n  i n  World 

P o l i t i c s :  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  System Tn P e r s p e c t i v e . (B oston :
L i t t l e ,  Brown, I 9 6 3 ) , pp .  218-283;  E r n e s t  B . Haas and A l l e n  
W h i t in g ,  Dynamics o f  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  R e l a t i o n s  (New York: 
McGraw-Hill,  1 9 5 6 ) ,  p ^  61 - 6 2 .

^Henry A. K i s s i n g e r ,  Am erican  F o r e i g n  P o l i c y , expan­
ded e d i t i o n  (New York: Norton^ 197^5 , p"i

^M ichae l  P .  S u l l i v a n ,  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  R e l a t i o n s :  
T h e o r i e s  and E v id e n c e s  (New J e r s e y :  P r e n t i c e  H a l l ,  19 76) ,
pp .  102-141.



3
p r o t e s t s , e x p u l s i o n  o r  r e c a l l  o f  a m b a s s a d o r s , t h r e a t s , m i l i ­

t a r y  a c t i o n s ,  e t c . ,  f o r  o v e r  s e v e n t y - s e v e n  n a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  

y e a r s  1955-1957•  He fou n d  t h a t  " f o r e i g n  c o n f l i c t  b e h a v i o r  

i s  g e n e r a l l y  u n r e l a t e d  t o  d o m e s t i c  c o n f l i c t  b e h a v i o r . " ^

Assuming, however ,  t h a t  t h e r e  m ig h t  be  a  t im e  l a g  b e tw e e n  

t h e  i n c i d e n c e  o f  d o m es t ic  v i o l e n c e  and i t s  e x p r e s s i o n  i n  

f o r e i g n  p o l i c y ,  Raymond T a n t e r  r e p l i c a t e d  some o f  Hummel's 

work and added  more e x t e n s i v e  d a t a  o f  h i s  own. H i s  s t u d y  

g e n e r a l l y  c o n f i rm e d  Hummel's c o n c l u s i o n . ^  J o n a t h a n  W ilken-  

f e l d  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  Hummel's a r r i v a l  a t  h i s  c o n c l u s i o n  was 

f a c i l i t a t e d  by t h e  f a c t  t h a x  ne d i d  n o t  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  be tw een  

t h e  n a t i o n s  u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  He c l a s s i f i e d  s e v e n t y - f o u r  

f rom Hummel's s e v e n t y - s e v e n  n a t i o n s  i n t o  t h r e e  g r o u p s ;  

p e r s o n a l i s t  ( f i f t e e n ,  m ost  o f  which  a r e  L a t i n  A m erican  c o u n t ­

r i e s )  , c e n t r i s t  ( t w e n t y - f i v e ,  i n c l u d i n g  a l l  Communist c o u n t r i e s )  

and  p o l y a r c h i c  ( t h i r t y - t h r e e ,  m o s t ly  W es te rn  c o u n t r i e s ) . He 

a l s o  to o k  t im e  l a g s ,  and t y p e s  o f  i n t e r n a l  and  e x t e r n a l  con­

f l i c t  i n t o  a c c o u n t .  He fo u n d  t h a t  f o r  c e n t r i s t  s t a t e s  “h e r e  

i s  a r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw een  r e v o l u t i o n s ,  number k i l l e d  i n  

d om es t ic  c o n f l i c t ,  p u r g e s ,  and  g e n e r a l  s t r i k e s  on t h e  one hand,

Rudolph J .  Hummel, "D im ens ion  o f  C o n f l i c t  B e h a v io r  
W i th in  and Between N a t i o n s , "  i n  C o n f l i c t  B e h a v io r  and L in k ­
age  P o l i t i c s , ed .  J o n a t h a n  W i l k e n f e l d  (New York: David
McKay, 1 9 7 3 ) ,  PP- 59 -106 .

7
'Raymond T a n t e r ,  "D im ens ions  o f  C o n f l i c t  B e h a v io r  

W i th in  and Between N a t i o n s ,  1 9 5 8 -1 9 6 0 ,"  J o u r n a l  o f  C o n f l i c t  
R e s o l u t i o n , 10 (March, i 9 6 0 ) ,  pp .  L l - 6^ .



and a l l  t y p e s  o f  e x t e r n a l  c o n f l i c t  b e h a v i o r  a f t e r  a l a g  o f  

e i t h e r  one o r  two y e a r s .  I n  p e r s o n a l i s t  s t a t e s ,  a l l  t y p e s  o f  

i n t e r n a l  s t r i f e  y i e l d  o n l y  c e r t a i n  t y p e s  o f  f o r e i g n - c o n f l i c t  

b e h a v i o r  such a s  e x p u l s i o n  o f  a m b assad o rs  and o f f i c i a l s  from 

o t h e r  s t a t e s ,  and t r o o p  movements. For  P o l y a r c h i c  s t a t e s ,  

t h e r e  i s  a  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw een  

a n t i - g o v e r n m e n t  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s ,  r i o t s ,  and  government  c r i s i s  

on t h e  one hand ,  and a l l  t y p e s  o f  e x t e r n a l  c o n f l i c t  b e h a v i o r
O

on th e  o t h e r ,  f o r  a l l  t im e  p e r i o d s .

W i l k e n f e l d ' s  f i n d i n g s  have n o t  b e e n  v e r i f i e d  by o t h e r s  

which f o c u s e d  on a  s i n g l e  c e n t r i s t  c o u n t r y .  I n  t h e  c a s e  o f  

Communist C h ina ,  most  s c h o l a r s  a g r e e  t h a t  d o m es t ic  f a c t o r s  

have p l a y e d  a d e t e r m i n a n t  r o l e  i n  i t s  f o r e i g n  b e h a v i o r .  Tang 

Tsou and Morton H. K a l p e r i n  s t a t e d  t h a t  " t h e  key to  t h e  u n d e r ­

s t a n d i n g  o f  Communist C h i n a ' s  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  l i e s  i n  Mao 's  

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s t r a t e g y  and i t s  p r o j e c t i o n  a b r o a d . " ^

Gavin Boyd a s s e r t e d  t h a t  " t h e  p r o j e c t i o n  o f  t h e  

r e g i m e ' s  dynamism i n t o  t h e  o u t s i d e  w o r ld  i s  c l e a r l y  f e l t  to  

be n e c e s s a r y  f o r  i t s  own v i t a l i t y  and s t a b i l i t y ;  t o t a l  commit­

ment to  M ao is t  v a l u e s  m ust  be e x p r e s s e d — e x t e r n a l l y  a s  w e l l  

a s  d o m e s t i c a l l y  . . .  The i n t e n d e d  l i n k a g e s  b e tw ee n  d o m es t ic

0
J o n a t h a n  W i l k e n f e l d ,  "Domestic  and F o r e i g n  C o n f l i c t , "  

i n  C o n f l i c t  B e h a v io r  and L inkage  P o l i t i c s , ed .  J o n a th a n  
W i lk e n f e ld  (New York: David Mckay, Ï 9 7 3 ) » PP • 1 0 7 - 1 2 ] .

Q
^Tang Tsou and Morton H. H a l p e r i n ,  "Mao T s e -T u n g 's  

R e v o lu t i o n a r y  S t r a t e g y  and P e k i n g ' s  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  B e h a v i o r , "  
American P o l i t i c a l  S c i e n c e  Review, v o l .  59 ,  No. 1 (March,
1 9 6 5 ) ,  p .  9 9 .
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and e x t e r n a l  a c t i v i t y ,  however ,  a r e  a f f e c t e d  by p rob lem s  

which t h e  r u l i n g  e l i t e s  f a c e s  i n  i t s  e f fo rm s  mo g e n e r a t e  popu­

l a r  s u p p o r t  and m a i n t a i n  i t s  a u t h o r i t y . Many o t h e r s  a l s o  

b e l i e v e  t h a t  Communist China  h a s  u se d  a s e n s e  o f  e x t e r n a l  

t h r e a t  t o  r e i n f o r c e  many o f  i t s  p o l i c i e s  o f  m o b i l i z a t i o n  and 

c o n t r o l  a t  home.^^

However, d i s a g r e e m e n t  a b o u t  Communist China  on t h e  

i s s u e  c o n t i n u e s .  A r e c e n t  s t u d y  u n d e r t a k e n  by A ndres  D. Onate  

r e v e a l e d  f i n d i n g s  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  from t h o s e  j u s t  m e n t io n ed .  

G e n e r a l l y  f o l l o w i n g  Rummel's scheme, he c o l l e c t e d  d a t a  on 

Communist C h i n a ' s  e x t e r n a l  and i n t e r n a l  c o n f l i c t  b e h a v i o r  f o r  

t h e  p e r i o d  1950-1970 .  H is  f i n d i n g s  showed tham " t h e r e  was a 

v e r y  m odera te  r e l a m i o n s h i p  b e tw een  t o t a l  amount o f  w e ig h te d  

i n t e r n a l  c o n f l i c m  and t o t a l  amount o f  w e ig h te d  e x t e r n a l  

c o n f l i c t .

These v a r i o u s  c o n t r a s t i n g  f i n d i n g s  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tw een  i n t e r n a l  and e x t e r n a l  c o n f l i c m  b e h a v i o r

“ Gavin 3oyd ,  " C h in a , "  i n  A s ia  and t h e  I n t e r n a m i o n a l  
S y s tem , ed .  Wayne Wilcox;  Leo E. Rose and G avin  5oyd 
(Cambridge:  W in th ro p ,  1 9 ? 2 ) , pp.  18,  21.

^^See t h e  t e s t i m o n i e s  o f  A. Doak B a r n e t t ,  John L in d -  
beck  and David Rowe i n  U.S .  S e n a t e ,  Committee on F o r e i g n  
R e l a t i o n s ,  H e a r in g s  on U.S . P o l i c y  tow ard  Communist China ,  
89 t h  Cong. 2nd S e s s .  M arch , 196c (Washingmon, D .C . :  Govern­
ment P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e ,  1 9 6 6 ) ;  7 .F .  D u t t ,  China  and t h e  World; 
An A n a l y s i s  o f  Communist C h i n a ' s  F o r e ig n  P o l i c y  (New York: 
P r a e g e r ,  i 9 6 0 ) ,  p .  1; H a r o ld  H in to n ,  C h i n a ' s  T u r b u l e n t  Quest  
(New York: MacMillan ,  1 9 7 0 ) ,  p .  2 9 6 .

12Andres O n a te ,  "The C o n f l i c t  I n t e r a c t i o n  o f  t h e  
P e o p l e ' s  R epu b l ic  o f  C h ina ,  1 9 5 0 -1 97 0 ,"  J o u r n a l  o f  C o n f l i c t  
R e s o l u t i o n , No. 18 (December, 1 9 7 ^ ) .  pp.  5 7 8 -5 94 .



may be even more complex t h a n  i n i t i a l l y  t h o u g h t  and need  

f u r t h e r  e x a m in a t io n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  i d e n t i f i c a ­

t i o n  o f  d a t a  and d e f i n i t i o n  o f  t e r m s .  As T a n t e r  once  c o n f e s s e d ,  

f o r  example,  t h e r e  may be a c a u s a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  which i s  b e i n g
 ̂ 3

o b sc u re d  by o t h e r  phenom ena ."^  Rummel a l s o  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t ,  

c o n t r a r y  t o  h i s  g e n e r a l  f i n d i n g s ,  t h e r e  may w e l l  be s i t u a ­

t i o n s  i n  which  t h e  d o m es t ic  p o l i t i c a l  e l i t e s  o f  a  n a t i o n  w i l l

foment  f o r e i g n  c o n f l i c t  a s  a  means o f  q u i e t i n g  i n t e r n a l  sq uab -  
14b l i n g .  James E. Dougher ty  and  R o b e r t  L. F f a l t z g r a f f ,  J r . ' s

comment went even  f u r t h e r ;

. . .  One may f i n d  h i m s e l f ,  . . .  i n  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  an 
a d e q u a te  w e igh~ ing  scheme, . . .  com par ing  t h e  number 
o f  r e v o l u t i o n s ,  s t r i k e s ,  and d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  
number k i l l e d  i n  f o r e i g n  w a r s . . .  ad ded  d e f i c i e n c i e s  
may a r i s e  from a f a i l u r e  to  d i s t i n g u i s h  a d e q u a t e l y  
b e tw een  v i o l e n t  and sym bol ic  c o n f l i c t ,  anomic and 
o r g a n i z e d  o r  s t r u c t u r e d  v i o l e n c e ,  b e tw e e n  n o n - p o l i ­
t i c a l  and p o l i t i c i z e d  c o n f l i c t ,  b e tw ee n  e x t r a g o v e r n -  
m e n ta l  and g o v e rn m e n ta l  a c t i v i t y ,  b e tw e e n  o u t s i d e  
s t i m u l a t e d  i n t e r n a l  c o n f l i c t  and i n s i d e r  s t i m u l a t e d  
e x t e r n a l  c o n f l i c t . ^5

I n  t h e  c a s e  o f  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  Revolu­

t i o n ,  Communist C h i n a ' s  d o m e s t i c  n a t i o n w i d e  t u r m o i l  was 

i n t e r n a l  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  s o u r c e s  f rom b o t h  g o v e rn m e n ta l  and 

s o c i e t a l  o r i g i n s .  I t  was a n  o f f i c i a l l y  d i r e c t e d  mass movement

13
^Raymond T a n t e r ,  "D im ens ions  o f  C o n f l i c t  B e h a v i o r , "  

i b i d . ,  p. 6 0 .
14Rudolph J .  Rummel, "D im ens ions  o f  C o n f l i c t  B e h a v i o r , "  

i b i d . ,  p. 9 2 .
^^James S. D ougher ty  and R o b e r t  L. P f a t z g r a f f ,  J r . ,  

C on tend ing  T h e o r i e s  o f  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  R e l a t i o n s  (New York: 
L i p p i n c o t t ,  1 9 7 1 ) .  P- 236.
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which was p u r p o s e f u l l y  m a n i p u l a t e d  by a c o a l i t i o n  o f  r u l i n g  

e l i t e s  to  p u rg e  t h e i r  o p p o n e n ts  i n  power th r o u g h  i n t e n s i f i e d  

i d e o l o g i c a l  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n ,  b u t  i t  a l s o  i n v o l v e d  t h e  emergence 

o f  f a c t i o n a l l y  o r i e n t e d  v i o l e n c e  which was o f t e n  condemned as  

" h o l d i n g  t h e  r e d  f l a g  to  oppose  t h e  r e d  f l a g . " E x t e r n a l  con­

f l i c t  e x i s t e d  b u t  i t  a l s o  was v a r i e d  and somewhat u n i q u e .  I t  

c o n s i s t e d  o f  p o s i t i v e l y  l a u n c h e d  p r o v o c a t i v e  a c t i o n s  t h r o u g h o u t  

t h e  w or ld  which was m a in ly  t h e  p r o j e c t i o n  o f  Mao T s e -T u n g ' s  

Thought a b ro a d ;  b u t  t h i s  was combined w i t h  s e l f - r e s t r a i n t  

r e g a r d i n g  m i l i t a r y  in v o lv e m e n t  i n  t h e  Vietnam War where  t h e r e  

was s i g n i f i c a n t  c o m p e t i t i o n  w i t h  t h e  S o v i e t  Union .  T h is  i n  

t u r n  had d i r e c t  i n f l u e n c e  on t h e  do m es t ic  power s t r u g g l e  i n  

Communist C h in a .  I n  t h e  p o s t - C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  p e r i o d ,  

t h e  dom es t ic  power s t r u g g l e  was even  more a c u t e  and  c o m p l i c a t e d ,  

a l t h o u g h  p r o b a b l y  n o t  a s  v i o l e n t  a s  b e f o r e .  A f t e r  L iu  Shao-  

Ghi was p u rg e d ,  M ao 's  t h r e e - s i d e d  c o a l i t i o n ,  which i n c l u d e d  

r a d i c a l s ,  b u r e a u c r a t s  and t h e  m i l i t a r y ,  c o l l a p s e d .  I n  th e  

autumn o f  1 9 7 1 i L i n  P ia o  was p u rg e d .  Mao and Chou E n - l a i  

f i n a l l y  r e a c h e d  t h e  p o i n t  o f  d i r e c t  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  w i t h  each 

o t h e r .  D u r ing  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  i n  f o r e i g n  a f f a i r s .  Communist 

China  seemed to  want  to  r e c o v e r  o r  e s t a b l i s h  a m i c a b l e  r e l a t i o n s  

w i t h  a lm o s t  a l l  c o u n t r i e s  i r r e s p e c t i v e  o f  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  

c h a r a c t e r  e x c e p t  t h e  S o v i e t  Union and i t s  f a i t h f u l  s o c i a l i s m  

f r i e n d s .

A l l  o f  t h e s e  e v e n t s ,  a s  m en t ioned  a bove ,  m ig h t  be too  

complex to  be  c o d i f i e d  a c c o r d i n g  to  b ro a d  i n d i c a t o r s ,  and t h e
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r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b e tw ee n  d o m e s t ic  and  f o r e i g n  c o n f l i c t  b e h a v i o r

m ig h t  a l s o  be  o b s c u r e d  due t o  macro t y p e  a n a l y s i s .  As

M c h a e l  S u l l i v a n  p o i n t e d  o u t ;

. . .  a  g e n e r a l i z e d  l i n k  b e tw e e n  v a r i o u s  m ea su re s  o f  
i n t e r n a l  c o n f l i c t  and f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  i s  n o t  s u p p o r t e d .  
(H ow ever) , When l i n k a g e s  were  s p e c i f i e d  -  e i t h e r  i n  
t e rm s  o f  t y p e s  o f  c o n f l i c t ,  t y p e s  o f  c o u n t r i e s ,  
r e g i o n s  o f  t h e  w o r ld ,  o r  when s e v e r a l  v a r i a b l e s  o f  
i n t e r n a l  s t r e s s  were  combined -  more s i g n i f i c a n t  
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a p p e a r e d  w i t h  f o r e i g n  c o n f l i c t .

I n  a d d i t i o n  to  t h i s ,  he  a l s o  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t

. . .  t h e  t y p e  o f  f o r e i g n  c o n f l i c t  most  c o n s i s t e n t l y  
l i n k e d  to  i n t e r n a l  d i s r u p t i o n  was e i t h e r  v e r b a l  o r  
l o w - l e v e l  p h y s i c a l  c o n f l i c t ;  i n  no i n s t a n c e  was w a r ,  
w a r l i k e  a c t s ,  o r  s e r i o u s  p h y s i c a l  v i o l e n c e  r e l a t e d  
to  t h e  i n t e r n a l  s i t u a t i o n . ^ '

A c co rd in g  t o  t h e  f o r e g o i n g  a n a l y s i s ,  one i s  l e d  t o  

s u s p e c t  t h a t  Andres O n a t e ' s  l o n g i t u d i n a l  s t u d y  m igh t  have 

m i s i e d  t h e  u n iq u e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  

C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  and t h e  c o m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  i t s  c o n f l i c t  

b e h a v i o r ,  t h e r e f o r e  o b s c u r e d  i t s  e x t e r n a l  im p a c t .  S u l l i v a n ' s  

s u g g e s t i o n  o f  p l a c i n g  em phas is  on t h e  t y p e  o f  reg im e  and t h e  

s p e c i f i c a t i o n  o f  c o n f l i c t s  may p r o v i d e  a  u s e f u l  g u i d e l i n e  t o  

f i n d  o u t  w h e th e r  o r  n o t  Communist C h i n a ' s  p r o v o c a t i v e  f o r e i g n  

b e h a v i o r  d u r i n g  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  was 

d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  t o  i t s  i n t e r n a l  c o n f l i c t .

Thomas W. R ob inson  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t

. . .  S i n o - S o v i e t  r e l a t i o n s  s h i f t e d  w i t h  t h e  t w i s t s  and  
t u r n s  o f  t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n .  The C h inese  u s e d

^^M ichae l  P .  S u l l i v a n ,  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  R e l a t i o n s , op.
1 3 5 - 1 3 6 .

I b i d .  , p . 136



t h e  S o v i e t s  a s  a b e t a  n o i r e  a n d ,  t o  ch an g e  t h e  m e ta ­
p h o r ,  a s  a  c o n v e n i e n t  l i g h t e n i n g  r o d  t o  d i r e c t  e n e r g i e s  
away f rom  i n s o l u b l e  d o m e s t i c  p r o b le m s  d u r i n g  t i m e s  o f
h i g h  t e n s i o n . 18

T hro u gh o u t  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  t h e  

M a o i s t s '  s l o g a n  o f  "down w i t h  t h e  C h in e s e  K hru shch ev "  and a n  

e x c e s s i v e  s t r e s s  on a n t i - i m p e r i a l i s m ,  a n t i - r e v i s i o n i s m ,  and 

v i o l e n t  w o r ld  r e v o l u t i o n  s u g g e s t e d  s t r o n g  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  i m p l i ­

c a t i o n s  s temming f rom  i t s  d o m e s t i c  t u r b u l e n c e s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  

i n  o r d e r  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n ' s  im p a c t  on 

Communist C h i n a ' s  f o r e i g n  b e h a v i o r ,  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  to  a n a l y z e  

i t s  p r o c e s s e s  i n  o r d e r  t o  f i n d  o u t  why, how, and f o r  what t h e  

C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  was f e r m e n t e d  and  c a r r i e d  o u t .  As W i l l i a m  

J .  F i l s t e a d  o b s e r v e d ,  t o  d e s c r i b e  o r  p r e d i c t  b e h a v i o r  t h e  

r e s e a r c h e r  must u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  complex p r o c e s s e s ,  w h ich  c o n ­

s i s t s  o f  a t t i t u d i n a l ,  s i t u a t i o n a l ,  and e n v i r o n m e n t a l  f a c t o r s ,  

t h a t  p r e c i p i t a t e d  human i n t e r a c t i o n . ^ ^  So t h e  m e th o ds  o f  

t h i s  r e s e a r c h  i s  b a s i c a l l y  q u a l i t a t i v e  o r  h i s t o r i c a l .  I t  t r i e s  

t o  a n a l y z e  t h e  r e l e v a n t  f a c t o r s  t h a t  c a u s e d  Mao T s e - t u n g  to  

l a u n c h  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  and  i t s  i n h e ­

r e n t  a n t i - f o r e i g n  n a t u r e  t h a t  seemed t o  a n t a g o n i z e  t h e  whole  

w o r l d .

C h a p t e r  I I  w i l l  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  Communist C h i n a ' s

18 Thomas W. R o b in son ,  "The S i n o - S o v i e t  B o r d e r  D i s p u t e ;  
B ackground ,  D eve lopm en t ,  and t h e  March 19&9 C l a s h e s , "  A m erican  
P o l i t i c a l  S c i e n c e  R e v ie w , LXVI, No. 4 (December ,  1 9 7 2 ) ,  p .  11?6 .

^ ^ W i l l i a m  J .  F i l s t e a d ,  Q u a l i t a t i v e  M ethodology  
(C hicago  I Markham P u b l i s h i n g  C o . ,  1 9 7 0 ) ,  p .  7*
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p o l i t i c a l  sy s te m ,  s t r e s s i n g  t h o s e  e s s e n t i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  

t h a t  c o n d i t i o n  Communist C h i n a ' s  d o m e s t i c  a s  w e l l  a s  f o r e i g n  

b e h a v i o r .  I t  i n t e n d s  to  p r o v i d e  a  g e n e r a l  v iew  f o r  t h e  u n d e r ­

s t a n d i n g  o f  Communist C h i n a ' s  p o l i t i c a l  b e h a v i o r .  The t h i r d  

c h a p t e r  e m p h a s iz e s  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  o f  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  

C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n .  I t  w i l l  a n a l y z e  Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  i n t e n t i o n ,  

s t r a t e g y ,  and  v a r i o u s  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  c o n f l i c t s  i n  o r d e r  to  

i d e n t i f y  f a c t o r s  t h a t  i n f l u e n c e d  Communist C h i n a ' s  f o r e i g n  

a c t i v i t i e s .  The f o u r t h  c h a p t e r  f o c u s e s  on Communist C h i n a ' s  

f o r e i g n  b e h a v i o r  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n .  I n  a d d i ­

t i o n  t o  a  b r i e f  r e v i e w  o f  Communist C h i n a ' s  f o r e i g n  p o l i c i e s  

s i n c e  1949 ,  t h e  m ain  f o c u s  w i l l  be  on  t h e  ebb and f lo w  o f  t h e  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw e e n  d o m e s t i c  t u r m o i l s  and e x t e r n a l l y  b e l l i c o s e  

a c t i v i t i e s .  I t  h a d  q u a r r e l l e d  w i t h  f i f t y  c o u n t r i e s .  The 

e x t e r n a l  i s s u e s  w i l l  be  d e s c r i b e d  and  c l a s s i f i e d  and t h e  

d e g re e  o f  t h e i r  r e l e v a n c e  t o  d o m e s t i c  c o n f l i c t s  w i l l  be  a n a l y ­

z ed .  The f i n a l  p a r t  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r  w i l l  b r i e f l y  d e a l  w i th  

Communist C h i n a ' s  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  d u r i n g  t h e  p o s t - G r e a t  P r o l e ­

t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  p e r i o d .  The l a s t  c h a p t e r ,  t h e  

c o n c l u s i o n  i s  t h e  s y n t h e s e s  o f  t h e  r e s e a r c h  sum m ar iz ing  t h e  

f o r e i g n  b e h a v i o r  p a t t e r n s  o f  a  t o t a l i t a r i a n  r e g im e  d u r i n g  

d o m e s t i c  c r i s i s .

S in c e  t h e  m a in  theme o f  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  i s  t h e  im p a c t  

o f  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  on  f o r e i g n  b e ­

h a v i o r ,  and t h e  e m p h a s i s  i s  p u t  on t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw e e n  

d o m e s t i c  and f o r e i g n  c o n f l i c t  b e h a v i o r ,  t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  G r e a t
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P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  and  i t s  f o r e i g n  a c t i v i t i e s  

o t h e r  t h a n  t h o s e  r e l e v a n t  t o  t h e  s u b j e c t  w i l l  p e r f o r c e  be  

s k i p p e d  o v e r .  The m ain  m a t e r i a l  s o u r c e s  o f  t h e  r e s e a r c h  come 

l a r g e l y  f rom  S e l e c t i o n  f rom  C h in a  M a in la n d  M a g a z i n e s , S u rv e y  

o f  C h in a  M a in la n d  P r e s s , Communist  C h in a  D i g e s t , Year Books 

on C h i n e s e  Communism. Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  S e l e c t e d  W orks , P e k i n g  

R e v ie w , Wen-hui Pao (Hong K o n g ) , P e o p l e ' s  D a i l y , The New York 

T im e s , F a c t  on F i l e . O t h e r  r e f e r e n c e  s o u r c e s  f rom  b o o k s ,  

m ono g rap h s ,  and a r t i c l e  i n  p e r i o d i c a l s  a r e  l i s t e d  i n  t h e  b i b ­

l i o g r a p h y  .



CHAPTER II

CHARACTERISTICS OF COMMUNIST CHINA'S 

POLITICAL SYSTEM

R e g a r d i n g  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s y s te m  f a c t o r ,  m os t  s c h o l a r s

o f  c o m p a r a t i v e  p o l i t i c s  u s e d  t h e  d e m o c r a t i c  a n d  a u t h o r i t a r i a n
1 2 ( i n c l u d i n g  t o t a l i t a r i a n )  o r  open  and  c l o s e d  d i c h o to m y ,  and

p l a c e  Communist c o u n t r i e s  i n c l u d i n g  Communist C h in a  i n t o  t h e  

t o t a l i t a r i a n  o r  c l o s e d  c a t e g o r y ,  a c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  t h a t  w i l l  

b e  f o l l o w e d  i n  t h i s  r e s e a r c h .

A t o t a l i t a r i a n  p o l i t i c a l  s y s te m ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  G a b r i e l  

A. Almond, i s  " a  t y r a n n y  w i t h  a  r a t i o n a l  b u r e a u c r a c y ,  a mono­

p o l y  o f  t h e  modern t e c h n o l o g y  o f  c o m m u n ic a t io n ,  a n d  a  monopoly
3

o f  t h e  modern t e c h n o l o g y  o f  v i o l e n c e . '  I t  p o s s e s s e s  s i x

f e a t u r e s ,  a s  s u g g e s t e d  by F r i e d r i c h  and B r z e z i n s k i .

An o f f i c i a l  i d e o l o g y ,  a  s i n g l e  mass p a r t y  l e d  t y p i ­
c a l l y  by one man, a  s y s te m  o f  t e r r o r i s t  p o l i c e  
c o n t r o l ,  n e a r - c o m p l e t e  p a r t y  c o n t r o l  o f  a l l  means o f

^ G a b r i e l  A. Almond and  G. Bingham P o w e l l ,  J r . ,  
C o m p a r a t iv e  P o l i t i c s  (B o s to n :  L i t t l e ,  Brown, 1 9 6 6 ) ,  pp .  255-298 ,

2
James N. R osenau ,  " P r e - t h e o r i e s  and  T h e o r i e s  o f  

F o r e i g n  P o l i c y , "  i n  A p p ro a c h e s  t o  C o m p a ra t iv e  and  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
P o l i t i c s , e d .  R. B a r r y  F a r r e l l  ( E v a n s to n :  N o r t h w e s t e r n
U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 6 ) ,  p p .  2 7 -9 2 .

^ G a b r i e l  A. Almond, P o l i t i c a l  Developm ent  (B o s to n :
L i t t l e ,  Brown, 1 9 7 0 ) ,  p .  4 3 .

12
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e f f e c t i v e  mass c o m m u n ic a t io n ,  s i m i l a r  c o n t r o l  o f  
a l l  means o f  armed c o m b a t , and  a  c e n t r a l  c o n t r o l  and  
d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  e co n o m y ."4

The b e h a v i o r  o f  a  t o t a l i t a r i a n  s y s te m  i n  f o r e i g n  r e l a t i o n s ,  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  R. B a r r y  F a r r e l l ,  r e f l e c t s  a  g r e a t e r  em p h a s i s  

on  i d e o l o g i c a l  f a c t o r s  a n d  i t s  l e a d e r s  a r e  o f t e n  a  p r i s o n e r  

o f  dogma a b o u t  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y .  G overnm ents  o f  t h i s  t y p e  c a n  

m a i n t a i n  s e c r e c y  a n d ,  by  m a n i p u l a t i n g  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n ,  c an  

more e a s i l y  a r o u s e  w i d e s p r e a d  s u p p o r t .  M oreo ver ,  b e c a u s e  d e c i ­

s i o n  making i s  l i m i t e d  t o  a  few  r u l i n g  e l i t e s ,  o f t e n  c u t  o f f  

f ro m  o b j e c t i v e  a n a l y s i s  o f  i n t e r n a l  and  e x t e r n a l  c o n d i t i o n s ,  

t h e r e  w i l l  be  s t r o n g  i m p e r a t i v e s  t o  u n d e r t a k e  h i g h - r i s k  p o l i c i e s  

an d  a g r e a t e r  l i k e l i h o o d  o f  su d d e n  ch an g e  i n  b a s i c  p o l i c i e s .  

S i n c e  many d i c t a t o r s h i p s  a r e  b a s e d  on weak f o u n d a t i o n s ,  t o p  

l e a d e r s  may a l s o  u n d e r t a k e  f o r e i g n  a d v e n t u r e s  t o  c o n s o l i d a t e  

t h e i r  p o s i t i o n . ^  However,  a c t u a l  t o t a l i t a r i a n  s y s te m s  may 

v a r y  from t h e  above due t o  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  s t r u c t u r a l  and c u l ­

t u r a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  c o u n t r i e s .  T h e r e f o r e ,

Almond and P o w e l l  f u r t h e r  c l a s s i f i e d  t o t a l i t a r i a n  sy s te m  i n t o  

r a d i c a l  and  c o n s e r v a t i v e ,  a n d  l a b e l e d  communis t  s y s te m  a s  

r a d i c a l  t o t a l i t a r i a n . ^  However ,  i t  s h o u l d  be  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  

t o t a l i t a r i a n  p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m  o f  Communist  C h in a  shows many

C a r l  J .  F r i e d r i c h  a n d  Z b ig n iew  K. B r z e z i n s k i ,  T o ta  
l i t a r i a n  D i c t a t o r s h i p  and  A u t o c r a c y , 2nd e d .  (Cam bridge :  
H a r v a r d  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 5 ) ,  P* 22.

^R. B a r r y  F a r r e l l ,  "Open and  C l o s e d  S y s te m ,"  i b i d . ,
p p .  1 5 5 - 1 6 6 .

^ G a b r i e l  A. Almond an d  G. Bingham P o w e l l ,  P o l i t i c a l  
D e v e lo p m e n t , p p .  2 ?2 -2 7 3 -
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d e v i a t i o n s  f rom  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  an d  r a d i c a l  m o d e l s ,  f o r  

ex am ple ,  b e c a u s e  o f  i t s  e l i t e  f a c t i o n s '  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  and 

power  s t r u g g l e ,  i t s  r e l a t i v e l y  d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  an d  l o c a l  

c o m m u n iz a t io n  a f t e r  1 9 5 7 » a n d  i t s  p o l i t i c a l  p u r g e ,  i n d o c t r i n a ­

t i o n  and  s u p e r v i s i o n  t h r o u g h  p a r t y  d i r e c t e d  mass movement.

Howard H. L e n t n e r ,  f o c u s i n g  on t h e  f a c t o r  o f  t h e  s i z e  

o f  t h e  c h i e f  e x e c u t i v e ,  c l a s s i f i e d  a u t h o r i t a r i a n  p o l i t i c a l  

s y s te m s  i n t o  e i t h e r  d i c t a t o r  o r  j u n t a  t y p e .  D i c t a t o r s  a r e  i n  

a  b e t t e r  p o s i t i o n  to  e n f o r c e  t h e i r  w i l l  upon  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  

e l i t e s  and  i n  t h e  e x t r e m e  c a s e ,  su c h  a s  S t a l i n ' s  r e g im e ,  mem­

b e r s  o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  e l i t e  e i t h e r  su b m i t  t o  t h e  d i c t a t o r ' s  

w i l l  o r  a r e  r e p r e s s e d .  I n  t h e  j u n t a ,  a l t h o u g h  one p e r s o n  i s  

g e n e r a l l y  more p o w e r f u l  t h a n  o t h e r  j u n t a  members ,  h i s  p o s i t i o n  

i s  n o t  so s e c u r e  a s  t h a t  o f  t h e  d i c t a t o r .  He w i l l  a t t e m p t  to  

make h i s  p o s i t i o n  i n c r e a s i n g l y  s e c u r e  u n t i l  he  i s  a  d i c t a t o r  

w h i l e  h i s  c o l l e a g u e s  w i l l  a t t e m p t  to  r e p l a c e  him. L e n t n e r
7

r e f e r r e d  to  Communist C h ina  a s  a n  a u t h o r i t a r i a n  j u n t a . ' H is  

c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  seems to  be  a c c u r a t e  i n  i n t e r p r e t i n g  t h e  p r o c e s s  

o f  power s t r u g g l e  among C h i n e s e  Communist  r u l i n g  e l i t e s ,  b u t  

may be t o o  s i m p l i s t i c  t o  p e r m i t  a n  a d e q u a t e . d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  

whole  p o l i t i c a l  sy s tem .

James R. Townsend sum m arized  most  c o r e  e l e m e n t s  o f  

d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r y  models  i n t o  a  s i n g l e  syndrome which  c o m p r i s e s  

t h r e e  f e a t u r e s :

7
'Howard H. L e n t n e r ,  F o r e i g n  P o l i c y  A n a l y s i s ;  A 

C o m p a ra t iv e  and  C o n c e p tu a l  A pproach  (Colum bus ,  Ohio:  C h a r l e s  
E. M e r r i l l  P u b l i s h i n g  Company, 1 9 7 4 ) ,  p p .  31» 1 6 2 -1 6 8 .
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a s i n g l e  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  t h a t  m o n o p o l i z e s  ^ m i l i t a r y )  
and  p o l i t i c a l  pow er ,  and  p e n e t r a t e s  a l l  o t h e r  p o l i ­
t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ;  a n  e x p l i c i t ,  
o f f i c i a l  i d e o l o g y  t h a t  l e g i t i m i z e s  and  s a n c t i f i e s  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  g o a l s ;  a  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t o  p o l i t i c i z e  
and  m o b i l i z e  t h e  c i t i z e n r y ,  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y  
t h r o u g h  p a r t y - l e d  mass m ovem ent .°

I n  e s s e n c e ,  t h i s  model i s  g e n e r a l l y  s i m i l a r  to

F r i e d r i c h ' s  s i x - f e a t u r e  syndrom e.  The d i f f e r e n c e  i s  t h a t ,  a s

Townsend a r g u e d ,  i t  p l a c e s  t h e  dom inan t  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  i n  a

s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n t e x t ,  and  i d e n t i f i e s  t h e  s o c i a l  c o n t e x t  more

a c c u r a t e l y .  I t  seems c l o s e r  t o  Communist C h i n a ' s  r e a l i t y ,

e s p e c i a l l y  d u r i n g  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n .

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h i s  m ode l ,  t h e  key  e l e m e n t s  o f  Communist C h i n a ' s

p o l i t i c a l  s y s te m  s h o u l d  be  i d e o l o g y ,  p a r t y ,  and  mass movement.

S in c e  t h e  mass movement i s  o f t e n  s t r i c t l y  d i r e c t e d  by t h e

p a r t y  t o  s e r v e  t h e  n e e d s  o f  r u l i n g  e l i t e s ,  i t  g e n e r a l l y

e x e r t s  l i t t l e  i n f l u e n c e  on c e n t r a l  g ov e rn m e n t  d e c i s i o n  making

p r o c e s s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  on t h e  f i e l d  o f  f o r e i g n  a f f a i r s .  T h e r e f o r e ,

i n  t h i s  r e s e a r c h ,  t h e  a n a l y s i s  w i l l  f o c u s  on i d e o l o g y  and

t h e  power s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  p a r t y  i n  o r d e r  to  f i n d  o u t  what

r o l e  i t  p l a y s  i n  d o m e s t i c  and  f o r e i g n  a f f a i r s .

The E s s e n c e  o f  Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  Thought

Communist C h i n a ' s  o f f i c i a l  i d e o l o g y ,  a s  e n a c t e d  i n  

b o t h  N a t i o n a l  and  P a r t y  C o n s t i t u t i o n s ,  i s  t h a t  t h e  n a t i o n  o r  

t h e  P a r t y  " c a k e s  Marxism, L e n in i s m ,  and  Mao T s e - t u n g ' s

O
James R. Townsend,  P o l i t i c s  i n  C h ina  ( B o s to n ;  L i t t l e ,

Brown, 1 9 7 4 ) ,  p .  18 .
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Thought  a s  t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  b a s i s  g u i d i n g  i t s  t h i n k i n g . " ^  But 

t h e  dom inan t  one o f  t h e  t h r e e  i s  Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  Thought  which 

g e n e r a l l y  c o n s i s t s  o f  Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  p e r s o n a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  

o f  M arx ism -L en in ism  and  h i s  own e x p e r i e n c e  o f  C h in e s e  commu­

n i s t  r e v o l u t i o n .  As t h e  P a r t y  C o n s t i t u t i o n  a d o p te d  by t h e  

N in th  P a r t y  C o n g re s s  a s s e r t e d :

Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  T hough t  i s  t h e  M arx i sm -L e n in i sm  o f  t h e  
e r a  when i m p e r i a l i s m  i s  h e a d i n g  f o r  t o t a l  c o l l a p s e  and 
s o c i a l i s m  i s  a d v a n c i n g  t o w a r d s  w o r ld w id e  v i c t o r y . ^0

The c o n t e n t s  o f  Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  T h o u g h t ,  f o r  a n a l y t i c a l  

c o n v e n i e n c e ,  c a n  g e n e r a l l y  be  c l a s s i f i e d  i n t o  two c a t e g o r i e s :  

t h e  v i s i o n  o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  com m unis t  s o c i e t y  and t h e  n o t i o n  

o f  w o r ld  r e v o l u t i o n .  I n  i t s  f o r m u l a  f o r  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  a 

communist  s o c i e t y ,  Mao was c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  t h e  " p o o r  and  b l a n k "  

C h in ese  p e o p l e  c o u l d  be  e a s i l y  m o b i l i z e d  and  r e f o r m e d  a c c o r d ­

i n g  to  h i s  d e s i g n s .  As he  c o n f i d e n t l y  d e c l a r e d :

A p a r t  f rom t h e i r  o t h e r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  t h e  o u x s t a n d -  
i n g  t h i n g  a b o u t  C h i n a ' s  600 m i l l i o n  p e o p l e  i s  t h a t  
t h e y  a r e  " p o o r  and  b l a n k . "  T h i s  may seem a  b a d  T h ing ,  
b u t  i n  r e a l i t y  i t  i s  a  good t h i n g .  P o v e r t y  g i v e s  
r i s e  t o  t h e  d e s i r e  f o r  c h a n g e ,  t h e  d e s i r e  f o r  a c t i o n ,  
and  t h e  d e s i r e  f o r  r e v o l u t i o n .  On a  b l a n k  s h e e t  o f  
p a p e r  f r e e  f rom  any m ark ,  t h e  f r e s h e s t  and most  
b e a u t i f u l  c h a r a c t e r s  c a n  be  w r i t t e n ,  t h e _ f r e s h e s t  and 
most  b e a u t i f u l  p i c t u r e s  c a n  b e  p a i n t e d .

^"Communist  C h i n a ' s  C o n s t i t u t i o n  D r a f t  ( 1 9 7 0 ) , "  i n  1972 
Yearbook on C h i n e s e  Communism, P. V I - 6 ;  "The C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  
t h e  Communist P a r t y  o f  C h in a ,  A do p ted  by t h e  N in th  P a r t y  Con­
g r e s s ,  1 9 6 9 r  i n  The C hina  Q u a r t e r l y , ( J u l y - S e p t e m b e r , I 9 6 9 ) , 
p .  l 6 4 ;  "The C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  Communist P a r t y  o f  C h in a ,  
Adopted  by t h e  T en th  P a r t y  C o n g r e s s ,  1973»" The C h ina  
Q u a r t e r l y  ( O c to b e r - D e c e m b e r , 1973)» P- 819.

l ° l b i d . ,
^^Mao T s e - t u n g ,  " I n t r o d u c t i o n  a  C o - o p e r a t i v e , "  i n  

S e l e c t e d  R e ad in g s  from t h e  Works o f  Mao T s e - t u n g  ( P e k in g :  
F o r e i g n  Language  P r e s s ,  1967)» P* 403 .
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Thus,  i n  h i s  g r a n d  d e s i g n s  f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  p a r a -  

d e s i a c  C h in a ,  Mao p u t s  g r e a t  e m p h a s i s  on  t h e  n e e d  t o  b u i l d  

up r e v o l u t i o n a r y  w i l l  and  a  f i g h t i n g  s p i r i t  among p a r t y  members 

a s  w e l l  a s  on t h e  p a r t  o f  a l l  p e o p l e  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  c o n t i n u a l  

r e n e w a l s  o f  p e r s o n a l  and  c o l l e c t i v e  d e d i c a t i o n  t o  t h e  i d e a l s  

p r o c l a i m e d  by Marx and L e n i n .  A c c o r d in g  t o  M ao 's  c o n v i c t i o n ,  

u n d e r  a  p r o l e t a r i a n  d i c t a t o r s h i p  l e d  by t h e  comm unis t  p a r t y ,  a  

c l a s s l e s s  o r  a n  e g a l i t a r i a n  s o c i e t y  w i t h o u t  an y  k i n d  o f  e x p l o i ­

t a t i o n  o r  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw e e n  p h y s i c a l  and  m e n t a l  l a b o r ,  c i t y

and  r u r a l  can  be  r e a c h e d  t h r o u g h  v i o l e n t  r e v o l u t i o n ,  p e rm a n e n t
12c l a s s  s t r u g g l e - ,  and  c o n s t a n t  mass i n d o c t r i n a t i o n .  S in c e  Mao

1 ";
b e l i e v e d  t h a t  " t h e  s u b j e c t i v e  c r e a t e s  t h e  o b j e c t i v e , "  ne was 

f i r m l y  c o n v in c e d  t h a t  p o l i t i c s ,  i d e o l o g y ,  and  manpower were  

d e f i n i t e l y  s u p e r i o r  to  t e c h n o l o g y ,  m a c h in e s  a n d  s p e c i l i z a t i o n .  

T h e r e f o r e ,  i n  t h e  d o m e s t i c  a r e n a ,  Mao p u t  f o r e m o s t  i m p o r t a n c e  

on c l a s s  s t r u g g l e ,  i d e o l o g i c a l  p u r i t y ,  and  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  f e r v o r ,

12 There  a r e  v a r i e t i e s  o f  a n a l y s i s  on Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  
Thought  and i t s  d e v i a t i o n s  f rom  M a rx ism -L e n in i sm .  See Yeh 
C h ' i n g ,  I n s i d e  Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  Thought ,  t r a n s .  & e d .  S t e p h e n  
P a n ,  T. H. T su a n ,  and R a lph  M o r te n se n  ( K i c k s v i l l ,  New York: 
E s p o s i t i o n  P r e s s ,  19 75 ) :  S t u a r t  R. Schram, The P o l i t i c a l  
Thought  o f  Mao T s e - t u n g , 2nd e d .  (New York:  F r e d r i o k  A. P.
P r a e g e r ,  1 9 6 9 ) ,  pp .  1 3 2 -1 4 ^ ;  R i c h a r d  M. P f e f f e r ,  "The P u r s u i t  
o f  P u r i t y :  M ao 's  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n , "  P ro b le m s  o f  Communism
(Movember-December, I 9 6 9 ) ,  p p .  1 2 -2 5 ;  L lo y d  E a s tm a n ,  "Mao,
Marx, and  t h e  F u t u r e  S o c i e t y , "  P ro b le m s  o f  Communism (M ay-June ,  
1 9 6 9 ) ,  p p .  21 -25 ;  "What i s  Maoism? A Symposium,"  P ro b le m s  
o f  Communism ( S e p t e m b e r - O c t o b e r , I 9 6 6 ) , pp .  1 - 3 0 ;  Tang Tsou 
and  Morton  H. H a l p e r i n ,  "Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  S t r a t e g y , "  
I b i d .

^^Q uoted  from S t u a r t  Schram, The P o l i t i c a l  Thought  o f  
Mao T s e - t u n g , p .  I 3 6 .
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But a s  C h in a  i s  a  l a r g e ^ ^  and  u n d e r d e v e l o p e d  c o u n t r y ,  e f f e c t i v e  

d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  t h e  economy a n d  c o o r d i n a t i o n  o f  d i f f e r e n t  i n t e r ­

e s t s ,  b o t h  g e o g r a p h i c a l l y  an d  s o c i a l l y ,  w i l l  i n e v i t a o l y  c a u s e  

d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  and s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  s o c i a l  s e c t o r ,  and 

a  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  o f  t h e  power  o f  t h e  b u r e a u c r a c y .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,

t h e  C h in e s e  p e o p l e  a r e  p o o r ,  b u t  i t  i s  a b s u r d  to  say  t h a t  t h e y

a r e  " b l a n k . " As C h a lm ers  J o h n s o n  o b s e r v e d :

Such a  p r e s u m p t i o n  o f  b l a n k n e s s  s u g g e s t s  t h e  o f t e n  
f a t a l  e r r o r  o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r  who b e l i e v e s  t n a t  
a  g r a n t  o f  a u t h o r i t y  i s  a  c a r t e  b l a n c h e ;  such  a l e a n e r
d oes  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  a u t h o r i t y  r e s t s  on a  b e l i e f
s y s te m  s h a r e d  by  l e a d e r s  and  t h e  l e d  a l i k e . 15

What t h e  C h i n e s e  p e o p l e  r e a l l y  n e e d  m ig h t  be  p r o d u c t i o n ,  

e d u c a t i o n  and  f r e e d o m .  M ao 's  im posed  p o l i t i c a l  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  

and  r a d i c a l  r e f o r m s  would i n e v i t a b l y  g e n e r a t e  c o n t r o v e r s y  

w i t h i n  h i s  P a r t y  and  o p p o s i t i o n  f rom  t h e  p e o p l e .  These  c o n t r a ­

d i c t i o n s  b e tw e e n  v i s i o n  an d  r e a l i t y  which  Mao t r e a t e d  a s  a 

s t r u g g l e  b e tw e e n  s o c i a l i s m  and  c a p i t a l i s m  o r  r e v i s i o n i s m  have  

n e v e r  b e e n  s o l v e d .

Mao’ s c o n c e p t  o f  w o r l d  r e v o l u t i o n  i s  b a s i c a l l y  a p r o ­

j e c t i o n  a b r o a d  o f  h i s  own r e v o l u t i o n a r y  e x p e r i e n c e s  mixed 

w i t h  h i s  own i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  Marx and  L e n i n ’ s c o n c e n t s  of

1 L
" ’As C h ina  i s  a  l a r g e  c o u n t r y ,  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  i n t e r e s t  

g roup  t h e o r i e s  d e v e l o p e d  i n  t h e s e  c l a s s i c a l  works  such  a s  Madi­
s o n ' s  F e d e r a l i s t  P a p e r  No. 1 0 . A r t h u r  F. B e n t l e y ' s  The P r o c e s s  
o f  G o v e rn m e n t , and  D avid  B. T ru m a n 's  The G o v e rnm en ta l  P r o c e s s  
c a n  be h e l p f u l  to  u n d e r s t a n d  why M ao 's  r a d i c a l  r e f o r m s  o f t e n  
c a u s e d  d i s a s t e r s  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  n a t i o n a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  F o r  
exam ple ,  t h e  c a t a s t r o p h i c  f a i l u r e  o f  G r e a t  Leap F o rw ard ,  and  
t h e  u l t i m a t e  f a i l u r e  o f  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  
when M ao 's  widow C h ia n g  C hing  was p u r g e d  im m e d ia t e l y  a f t e r  M ao 's  
d e a t h . -,

-^Chalmers J o h n s o n ,  "The Two C h in e s e  R e v o l u t i o n s , "  The 
Ch ina  Q u a r t e r l y . No. 39 ( J u l y - S e p t e m b e r , I 9 6 9 ) , p .  2 3 .
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c a p i t a l i s m ,  i m p e r i a l i s m ,  and p r o l e t a r i a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s m .

As G av in  Boyd p o i n t e d  o u t ;

The C h in e s e  r e g i m e ' s  i d e o l o g i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e  r e f l e c t s  
t h e  d o c t r i n a l  e v o l u t i o n  o f  i t s  Communist movement.
The c o n c e p t  o f  i n t e r c o n n e c t e d  n a t i o n a l  an d  i n t e r n a ­
t i o n a l  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s t r u g g l e s ,  d e r i v e s  f rom  Marxism- 
L e n i n i s m ,  l o n g  e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  t h e  b a s i c  p h i l o s o p h y  
o f  t h e  C h in e s e  Communist P a r t y  . . .  To m ee t  t h e  t h e o ­
r e t i c a l  demands o f  t h e  r e g i m e ' s  new r o l e ,  a s  t h e  m ain  
c e n t e r  o f  i n s p i r a t i o n  f o r  g e n u i n e  Communist  movements, 
Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  s t r a t e g y  f o r  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s t r u g g l e  
h a s  b e e n  g i v e n  h i g h e r  s t a t u s  t h a n  M a rx ism -L e n in i sm  -, ^ 
p r i n c i p l e s  w hich  i t  a p p l i e d  t o  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  C h in a .^

A c c o r d i n g  t o  M ao 's  c o n v i c t i o n ,  t h e  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s

b e tw e e n  s o c i a l i s t  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  f o r c e s  and c a p i t a l i s t - i m p e r i a -
17l i s t  r e a c t i o n a r y  f o r c e s  a r e  f u n d a m e n t a l  and  i r r e c o n c i l a b l e .

The b e s t  weapon a g a i n s t  i m p e r i a l i s t s  and  r e a c t i o n a r i e s '  e x p l o i ­

t a t i o n ,  o p p r e s s i o n ,  and  a g g r e s s i o n  i s  v i o l e n t  r e v o l u t i o n .  As 

Mao once  c l e a r l y  p o i n t e d  o u t :

The s e i z u r e  o f  power by armed f o r c e s ,  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  
o f  t h e  i s s u e  by war ,  i s  t h e  c e n t r a l  t a s k  and t h e  h i g h ­
e s t  fo rm  o f  r e v o l u t i o n .  T h i s  M a r x i s t - L e n i n i s t  
p r i n c i p l e  o f  r e v o l u t i o n  h o l d s  good u n i v e r s a l l y ,  f o r  
C h in a  and  f o r  a l l  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s . 18

A c o u n t r y  w a n t s  i n d e p e n d e n c e ;  a  n a t i o n  w a n t s  l i b e r a ­

t i o n ;  a  p e o p l e  w a n ts  r e v o l u t i o n ;  a s  Mao a s s e r t e d ,  i t  i s  an 

i r r e s i s t a b l e  t r e n d  o f  modern h i s t o r y .  A l l  t h o s e  who t h i n k  t h a t

^ ^ G av in  Boyd, " C h i n a , "  i b i d . , p .  4 .
^^Mao T s e - t u n g ,  "On C o n t r a d i c t i o n , " i n  Mao T s e - t u n g  

S e l e c t e d  Works ,  1 9 3 7 - 1 9 3 8 , v o l .  2 (New York: I n t e r n a t i o n a l
P u b l i s h e r s ,  1 9 5 4 ) , p p .  1 3 - 5 2 .

1 8 Quoted  f rom  L in  P i a o , "Long L iv e  t h e  V i c t o r y  o f  
P e o p l e ' s  W a r : " P e k i n g  R e v ie w , No. 36 (S e p te m b e r  3 ,  1 9 6 5 ) .  
p .  23.
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such  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  c a n  b e  r e s o l v e d  p e a c e f u l l y  o r  c o - e x i s x

p e a c e f u l l y  a r e  r e v i s i o n i s t s .  Modern r e v i s i o n i s t s  a r e  even

more f e r o c i o u s  t h a n  t h e  o l d  i m p e r i a l i s m .

I n  h i s  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  w o r l d  r e v o l u t i o n a r y

s i t u a t i o n ,  Mao 's  f ram ew ork  was g e n e r a l l y  b a s e d  on  h i s  l o n g
19d e v e lo p e d  n o t i o n  o f  " i n t e r m e d i a t e  zone t h e o r y . "  He s t a t e d

t h a t  b e tw e e n  t h e  i m p e r i a l i s t  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and  r e v i s i o n i s t

S o v i e t  U nion  t h e r e  e x i s t s  a  v a s t  zone i n c l u d i n g  many c a p i t a l i s t ,

c o l o n i a l ,  s e m i - c o l o n i a l  c o u n t r i e s  i n  E u ro p e ,  A s i a ,  A f r i c a  and

L a t i n  A m er ica .  As a n  a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  Red F l a g  p o i n t e d  o u t ;

The two s l i c e s  o f  b r e a d  w i t h  m ea t  b e tw e e n  them, t h e  
two s u p e r  p o w e r s - -  S o v i e t  r e v i s i o n i s m  and  U.S. 
i m p e r i a l i s m — a r e  t r y i n g  t o  san dw ich  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  
i n  v a r i o u s  p a r t s  o f  t h e  w o r l d . . .  Thus,  b e tw e e n  t h e s e  
t'wo o v e r l o r d s  and  t h e  s o c i a l i s t  c o u n t r i e s ,  t h e r e  
e x i s t  two b r o a d  i n t e r m e d i a t e  z o n e s .  The f i r s t  i n t e r ­
m e d i a t e  zone i n c l u d e s  t h e  A s i a n ,  A f r i c a n  and L a x i n  
A m erican  c o u n t r i e s  w h ich  have s u f f e r e d  f rom  c o l o n i s t  
a n d  i m p e r i a l i s t  a g g r e s s i o n  and o p p r e s s i o n  i n  t h e  p a s t  
and  a r e  to d a y  c a r r y i n g  on a  v a l i a n t  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s x  
i m p e r i a l i s m  and  c o l o n i a l i s m  and e s p e c i a l l y  a g a i n s t  
t h e  two s u p e r p o w e r s .  The se c o n d  i n t e r m e d i a t e  zone 
i n c l u d e s  t h e  m a jo r  c a p i t a l i s t  c o u n t r i e s  b o t h  i n  t h e  
West  and  i n  t h e  E a s t  e x c e p t  t h e  two s u p e r  p ow e rs .
These  c o u n t r i e s  t o o ,  a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  c o n t r o l ,  
i n t e r v e n t i o n  and  b u l l y i n g  o f  t h e  two o v e r l o r d s  to  
v a r y i n g  d e g r e e s ,  an d  t h e  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  b e tw e e n  t h e s e  
c o u n t r i e s  and  t h e  two s u p e r  pow ers  a r e  d a i l y
d e v e l o p i n g . 20

19 Mao T s e - t u n g  f i r s t  u s e d  t h e  t e r m  i n t e r m e d i a t e  zone 
i n  1946,  t h e n  i n  1958 .  See J o h n  S i t t i n g s ,  The World and 
C h in a ,  19 22-1972  (New York:  H a r p e r  and Row, i$74<) pp.  l 4 4 , 
218-219•  I t  a p p e a r e d  a g a i n  i n  1964 .  See " A l l  The World F o r c e s  
O ppos ing  U .S .  I m p e r i a l i s m ,  U n i t e d : "  P e k i n g  R e v ie w , No. 4 
( J a n u a r y  24,  1 9 6 4 ) ,  p .  7.

20 "On S t u d y i n g  Some H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l - L i b e r a x i o n  
Movement," P e k i n g  Review, No. 45 (November 10 ,  1 9 7 2 ) ,  p .  8 .
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Based on h i s  d o m e s t i c  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  

" e n c i r c l i n g  t h e  c i t i e s  f rom t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e  and  t h e n  c a p t u r ­

i n g  t h e  c i t i e s  s t r a t e g y , "  Mao b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  two w o r ld  

l o r d s  c o u l d  a l s o  be  d e f e a t e d  by e n c i r c l i n g  them  t h r o u g h  xhe
21

u n i t e d  s t r u g g l e  o f  t h e  two v a s t  i n t e r m e d i a t e  zone c o u n t r i e s .  " 

A c c o r d in g  to  h i s  p a p e r  t i g e r  t h e o r i e s ,  i t  i s  t h e  p e o p l e  who 

a r e  r e a l l y  p o w e r f u l  an d  n o t  t h e  i m p e r i a l i s t s  and  r e a c t i o n a r i e s .  

The r e a c t i o n a r y  f o r c e s  a r e  o u t w a r d l y  s t r o n g ,  b u t  i n w a r d l y  

b r i t t l e ;  a l t h o u g h  i m p e r i a l i s t s  and  r e v i s i o n i s t s  h a v e  a to m ic  

bombs, t h e y  a r e  doomed i n e v i t a b l y  t o  p e r i s h  i n  h i s t o r y  b e c a u s e
22a l l  o f  them a r e  e i t h e r  a l i e n a t e d  f ro m  o r  h a t e d  by t h e i r  p e o p l e .

T h e r e f o r e ,  Mao was f i r m l y  c o n v in c e d  t h a t ,  i n  c o n d u c t i n g  w o r ld

r e v o l u t i o n ,  Communist C h i n a ' s  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  e x p e r i e n c e s  had

u n i v e r s a l  v a l i d i t y  an d  s h o u l d  be  c o n s i d e r e d  a model f o r  a l l

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  f o r c e s  t o  e m u l a t e .  As L i n  P i a o  once  d e c l a r e d :

Comrade Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  t h e o r y  o f  p e o p l e ' s  War h a s  
b e en  p r o v e d  by  l o n g  p r a c t i c e  o f  t h e  C h i n e s e  r e v o l u ­
t i o n  to  be i n  a c c o r d  w i t h  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  l a w s  o f  
such  w ars  an d  to  be  i n v i n c i b l e .  I t  h a s  n o t  o n ly  
b e e n  v a l i d  f o r  C h in a ,  i t  i s  a  g r e a t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  so 
t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s t r u g g l e s  o f  t h e  o p p r e s s e d  n a s i o n s  
and p e o p l e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w o r l d . ^3

The r e l a t i v e  s i m p l i c i t y  o f  M ao 's  r a d i c a l  w o r l d  o u t l o o k  

t h a t  t h e  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  o u t s i d e  w o r l d  c o u l d  b e  a c h i e v e d

21 L in  P i a o ,  "Long L iv e  t h e  V i c t o r y  o f  P e o p l e ' s  W ar," 
i b i d . , pp .  9 -3 0 ;  Morton  H. H a l p e r i n , "  Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  R e v o lu ­
t i o n a r y  S t r a t e g y , "  i b i d . , 8 1 -9 0 .

22 Ralph P o w e l l ,  " G r o a t  P o w ers  and  Atomic Bombs a r e  
P a p e r  T i g e r s , "  The C h in a  Q u a r t e r l y , No. 23 ( J u l y - S e p t e m b e r ,
1 9 6 5 ) ,  pp .  5 5 - 6 3 .

^ ^ L in  P i a o ,  "Long L iv e  t h e  V i c t o r y  o f  P e o p l e ' s  War :" 
i b i d . , p . 2 3 .
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a c c o r d i n g  t o  h i s  own n a t i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  v i o l e n t  r e v o l u ­

t i o n  would  u n a v o i d a b l y  l e a d  him t o  be  d i s i n c l i n e d  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  

c l o s e l y  a l l  t h e  e x t e r n a l  f a c t o r s  t h a t  a f f e c t  t h e  p r o s p e c t s  

f o r  h i s  g r a n d  d e s i g n .  I t  i s  why Communist C h ina  h a s  b e e n  

a lw a y s  i n  a  b e l l i c o s e  mood i n  i n t e r n a l  a f f a i r s .  As Tang Tsou 

an d  M orton  H. H a l p e r i n  s t a t e d :

The C h in e s e  Com munis ts '  p r o j e c t i o n  o f  t h e i r  r e v o l u ­
t i o n a r y  s t r a t e g y  a b r o a d  i s  a  more s y s t e m a t i c  and  
s e l f - c o n s c i o u s  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  t e n d e n c y  
o f  many p e o p l e s  t o  p r o j e c t  t h e i r  way o f  l i f e  a b r o a d ,  
to  judge  f o r e i g n  t h i n g s  by t h e i r  own s t a n d a r d ,  and 
to  u n d e r s t a n d  f o r e i g n  a f f a i r s  i n  t e r m s  o f  t h e i r  
image o f  t h e m s e l v e s .  T h i s  g e n e r a l  t e n d e n c y  u s u a l l y  
c r e a t e s  d i s t u r b a n c e s  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p o l i t i c s  and 
h a s  a t  one t im e  o r  a n o t h e r  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  d i f f i c u l t i e s  
o f  some s o r t  f o r  t h e  o r i g i n a t o r s  t h e m s e l v e s . 24

Mao T s e - t u n g  and C h in e s e  Communist P a r t y  

Power S t r u c t u r e

The C h i n e s e  Communist P a r t y  b o t h  l e g a l l y ,  a s  i n d i c a t e d
2 <

i n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  an d  P a r t y  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  and  p r a c t i c a l l y ,  a s

i n  a c t u a l  p o l i c y  m ak ing ,  p o s s e s s e s  a  d om inan t  p o s i t i o n  w i t h i n

Communist C h i n a ' s  p o l i t i c a l  sy s te m  a s  a  w h o le .  As S t a n l e y

Karnow p o i n t e d  o u t ;

W ith  Mao a s  i t s  C h a irm an ,  t h e  Communist P a r t y  was t h e  
l o c u s  o f  p o w er ,  e x e r c i s i n g  a u t h o r i t y  t h r o u g h  i t s  own 
a p p a r a t u s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h r o u g h  t h e  g o v e rnm en t  and  
Army. P a r t y  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o p e r a t e  w i t h i n  s t a t e

oh,
Tang Tsou and  Morton  H. H a l p e r i n ,  "Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  

R e v o l u t i o n a r y  S t r a t e g y , "  i b i d . , p .  99-
^^See f o o t n o t e s  26 and 2 7 -
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a g e n c i e s ,  f a c t o r i e s ,  and  s c h o o l s  a n d ,  a s  c o m m is s a r s ,  
i n s i d e  e v e r y  C h i n e s e  m i l i t a r y  u n i t .  By l i q u i d a t i n g  
a  m i l l i o n  o r  more l a n d l o r d s  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 5 0 ' s ,  t h e  
Communists  d e s t r o y e d  t h e  r u r a l  g e n t r y ,  t h e r e b y  p e r ­
m i t t i n g  t h e  p a r t y  h i e r a r c h y  t o  r e a c h  f rom  t h e  supreme 
P o l i t b u r o  i n  P e k i n g  down t o  t h e  l o w e s t  v i l l a g e  c a d r e .  
The P a r t y  a l s o  d i r e c t e d  a  f o r m i d a b l e  a r r a y  o f  l a b o r ,  
y o u t h ,  a r t i s t i c ,  an d  o t h e r  n a t i o n w i d e  f e d e r a t i o n s ,  
e a c h  w i t h  m i l l i o n s  o f  members ,  d e s i g n e d  t o  m a n i p u l a t e  
p u b l i c  o p i n i o n .  The e n t i r e  p o p u l a t i o n  was c o n s e q u e n ­
t l y  e x p o se d  t o  c o n t i n u a l  s t u d y  s e s s i o n s ,  m e e t i n g s ,  
d e m o n s t r a t i o n s ,  an d  r a l l i e s .  Combined w i t h  " t h o u g h t  
r e f o r m "  p r o g r a m s  an d  v a s t  m o b i l i z a t i o n  movements ,  
t h e s e  e x e r c i s e s  w ere  e s s e n t i a l l y  c a l c u l a t e d  to  c r e a t e  
a  new e n v i r o n m e n t  i n  w hich  . . .  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  c o u l d  
n o t  e s c a p e  a b s o r p t i o n  i n t o  t h e  " M a s s e s . "2 6

A l th o u g h  t h e  P a r t y  s t r u c t u r e  h a d  b e e n  n e a r l y  c o m p l e t e l y

d e s t r o y e d  d u r i n g  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n ,

i t  was c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  o n l y  l e g i t i m a t e  power  w hich  e n a b l e d

Mao t o  l a u n c h  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  was

t h a t  he  was xhe C h a irm an  o f  t h e  P a r t y .  However,  a l t h o u g h  Mao

T s e - t u n g ,  a s  C h a irm an  o f  t h e  P a r t y ,  w i e l d e d  g r e a t  p o w er ,  he

d i d  n o t  p o s s e s s  t h e  d e g r e e  o f  a b s o l u t e  pow er  e n jo y e d  by

S t a l i n  o r  H i t l e r .  He c o u l d  a lw a y s  k e e p  h i m s e l f  f rom b e i n g

d e f e a t e d  i n  c o u n t l e s s  power  s t r u g g l e s ,  b u t  he  was o f t e n  o p e n ly

c h a l l e n g e d  and  f r u s t r a t e d .  The c a s e  was u n i q u e  b e c a u s e  o f

C h i n a ' s  s p e c i f i c  s i t u a t i o n .  The C h in e s e  Communist P a r t y  had

f o u g h t  v a r i o u s  k i n d  o f  w a rs  a n d  s t r u g g l e s  more xhan  t w e n ty

y e a r s  b e f o r e  i t  a c h i e v e d  s u c c e s s  i n  19^9-  A l l  o f  t h e  r u l i n g

e l i t e s  on t h e  t o p  h a d  t h e i r  own power  b a s e s ,  b o t h  m i l i t a r y

and  p o l i t i c a l ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  d u r i n g  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p e r i o d .

^ ^ S t a n l e y  Karnow, Mao and  C h in a ;  From R e v o l u t i o n  to  
R e v o l u t i o n  (New York;  V ik in g  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 2 )7  p p . 5 8 -5 9 •
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T h e i r  power p o s i t i o n  was e s t a b l i s h e d  by t h e i r  own b i t t e r  

s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  t h e i r  common e n e m ie s ,  n o t  m e r e ly  due to  

M ao 's  p e r s o n a l  f a v o r .  T h e r e f o r e ,  e i t h e r  f o r  power s e e k i n g  

o r  s e l f - d e f e n s i v e  r e a s o n s ,  t h e y  d a r e d  t o  c h a l l e n g e  M ao 's  r a d i ­

c a l  i n i t i a t i v e s  which o f t e n  c a u s e d  s e r i o u s  d i s a s t e r s  to  t h e  

n a t i o n .  But  Mao p o s s e s s e d  immense p r e s t i g e  a s  a  l e a d e r  o v e r  

a l l  f a c t i o n s .  H i s  l o n g  c a r e f u l l y  c u l t i v a t e d  n a t i o n w i d e  p e r ­

s o n a l  w o r s h ip  made him t h e  symbol o f  h i s  P a r t y ,  and  h i s  mono­

p o l y  o v e r  i d e o l o g y  (w h ich  p r o v i d e d  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  

l e g i t i m a c y  o f  h i s  r e g im e  b o t h  s p i r i t u a l l y  and  l e g a l l y ) , made 

him s u p e r i o r  among h i s  c o m ra d e s .  As P a r r i s  Chang o b s e r v e d :

The f o r m a t i o n  o f  a s t r o n g  p e r s o n a l  c u l t  o f  Mao g r a d u ­
a l l y  t u r n e d  Mao i n t o  a n  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  and t h e  t h o u g h t  
o f  Mao became "a  new s t a n d a r d  o f  l e g i t i m a c y  and 
c o r r e c t n e s s  w i t h  w hich  t h e  a c t i o n s  a n d  o p i n i o n s  o f  
many t o p  l e a d e r s  were t o  be  j u d g e d . "  O t h e r  P a r t y  
l e a d e r s  w ere  t h u s  d i s a r m e d  f ro m  o p p o s i n g  o r  a t t a c k ­
i n g  Mao p u b l i c l y ,  inasm uch  a s  Mao had  become t h e  
s o u r c e  o f  a u t h o r i t y  and  c o r r e c t n e s s  and  t h e y  c o u l d  ^7 
n o t  b a s e  a c l a i m  t o  l e g i t i m a c y  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  Mao.

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  a s  Cha irm an  o f  t h e  P a r t y ,  a l t h o u g h  he  c o u l d  n o t

a lw ay s  c a r r y  t h e  day a s  he w i s h e d ,  t h e r e  was a lw a y s  enough

room f o r  him t o  m aneuver  and m a n i p u l a t e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w hole

p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m .  Among t h e  v a r i o u s  pow er  b a s e s  o r  f a c t i o n s

he  c o u ld  sh r e w d ly  c o n t r o l  o r  a g g r a v a t e  t h e  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s

among them t o  a c t  a s  a  b a l a n c e r  and  a r b i t e r .  Power s t r u g g l e

i s  a lw ay s  a  l i f e  and  d e a t h  m a t t e r  i n  a Communist  p o l i t i c a l

sy s te m .  As K i s s i n g e r  once  p o i n t e d  o u t :

27P a r r i s  H. Chang, Power and P o l i c y  i n  C h i n a , 
P e n n s y l v a n i a :  P e n n s y l v a n i a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1975)»
pp. 172 -1 73 .
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L e a d e r s  r i s e  t o  t h e  t o p  by e l i m i n a t i n g — som etim es  
p h y s i c a l l y ,  a lw ay s  b u r e a u c r a t i c a l l y - - a l l  p o s s i b l e  
o p p o n e n t s . . . S u s p i c i o u s n e s s  i s  i n h e r e n t  i n  t h e i r  
d o m e s t i c  p o s i t i o n .  °

T h e r e f o r e ,  Mao c o u l d  e a s i l y  i d e n t i f y  t h e  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  to

e l i m i n a t e  h i s  o p p o n e n t s  by  i s o l a t i n g  one t h r o u g h  u n i t i n g  t h e

o t h e r .

I n  t h e o r y ,  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  power i n  t h e  C h in e s e  Commu­

n i s t  P a r t y  i s  t h a t  t h e  f i n a l  a u t h o r i t y  r e s t s  w i t h  t h e  P a r t y  

C o n g r e s s  and t h e n  t h e  C e n t r a l  C om m it tee .  A c c o r d in g  t o  t h e  

P a r t y  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  t h e  two s h o u l d  b e  a s s e m b le d  w i t h i n  a 

d e f i n i t e  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e .  But  Mao c o u l d  m a n i p u l a t e  t h e  m e e t ­

i n g  t im e  u n t i l  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  was i n  h i s  f a v o r .  The d a i l y  

power c e n t e r  and t h e  most i m p o r t a n t  one was t h e  P o l i t b u r o .

A l l  i m p o r t a n t  n a t i o n a l  and  P a r t y  d e c i s i o n s  came from t h i s  

o r g a n .  But Mao s t i l l  c o u l d  m a n i p u l a t e .  When o p p o s i t i o n  a r o s e ,  

he  c o u l d  b y p a s s  i t  t o  s e e k  s u p p o r t  e l s e w h e r e .

To p r o j e c t  h i s  w i l l ,  Mao o f t e n  engaged  i n  p o l i t i c k i n g  
to  se ek  w i d e r  s u p p o r t  and  u s e d  v a r i o u s  m aneuvers  t o  
overcome h i s  o p p o s i t i o n .  I n  J u l y ,  1955» f o r  exam ple ,  
Mao a p p e a r e d  d i r e c t l y  t o  p r o v i n c i a l  l e a d e r s ,  o v e r  t h e  
h e a d s  o f  h i s  c o l l e a g u e s  on t h e  P o l i t b u r o ,  t o  g a i n  
s u p p o r t  o f  a  r a d i c a l  c o l l e c t i v i z a t i o n  p o l i c y . . .  I n  
t h e  l a t e  1 9 5 0 ' s  when Mao was p r o m o t i n g  h i s  G r e a t  
Leap p r o g r a m s ,  he  a c t i v e l y  e n l i s t e d  t h e  b a c k i n g  o f  
p r o v i n c i a l  l e a d e r s  and  u s e d  such  s u p p o r t  t o  overcome 
r e s i s t a n c e  a t  t h e  c e n t e r . 30

p 0
Henry A. K i s s i n g e r ,  "D om es t ic  S t r u c t u r e  and  F o r e i g n  

P o l i c y , "  i n  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  P o l i t i c s  and F o r e i g n  P o l i c y , ed .  
James N. Rosenau (New York: F r e e  P r e s s ,  1 9 ^ 9 ) .  p .  ^ 1 .

^ ^ L in  P i a o ,  " O u t l i n e  o f  t h e  F iv e -S e v e n -O n e  P r o j e c t , "  
i n  The S e a rc h  f o r  A new C h i n a , ed .  W inberg  Cha i  (New York; 
C a p r i c o r n  Books,  1 9 7 5 ) ,  PP* 2 2 6 -2 3 0 .

^ ^ P a r r i s  H. Chang, i b i d . , p .  182.
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D u r in g  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n ,  he  t u r n e d  

f o r  s u p p o r t  to  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  L i b e r a t i o n  Army and  t h e  t e e n - a g e  

s c h o o l  b o y s - - t h e  Red G u a rd s .

I n  an  e x t re m e  c a s e ,  he  c o u ld  d i s s o l v e  t h e  P o l i t b u r o  

and  e s t a b l i s h  a p r o v i s i o n a l  o r g a n  t o  s e r v e  h i s  n e e d s .  As i n  

t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n ,  

h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  C e n t r a l  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  Group w hich  

c o n s i s t e d  o f  h i s  w i f e  C h ia n g  C h in g ,  h i s  s o n - i n - l a w  Yao Wen-yuan, 

and  h i s  s e c r e t a r y  Chen P o - t a .  T h i s  Group ,  u n d e r  M ao 's  p e r s o ­

n a l  command, h ad  become t h e  de f a c t o  pow er  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  P a r t y  

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n .

As S t u a r t  Schram h a s  w r i t t e n ,  Mao n e v e r  r e a l l y  p e r ­

c e i v e d  t h e  P a r t y  i n  t h e  f u l l  L e n i n i s t  s e n s e  t o  be  a  s t r o n g ,  

s e l f - s u s t a i n i n g  c e n t r a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  Nor d i d  h e ,  l i k e  L e n in ,  

v iew  t h e  P a r t y ' s  v o c a t i o n  t o  b e  t h e  e s s e n t i a l l y  p o l i t i c a l  

t a s k  o f  m o b i l i z i n g  and  g u i d i n g  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t .  B a se d  on h i s  

e x p e r i e n c e  t h a t  " p o l i t i c a l  power  grows o u t  o f  t h e  b a r r e l  o f  

a g u n , "  Mao a t t a c h e d  enormous i m p o r t a n c e  to  t h e  arm y,  w i t h o u t  

w h ic h ,  i n  h i s  w o rd s ,  " t h e  p e o p l e  have  n o t h i n g . "  I f  t h e  P a r t y  

commands t h e  g u n ,  i t  was a  P a r t y  t h a t  h e  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  be  h i s  

p e r s o n a l  i n s t r u m e n t .  The P a r t y  l i n e  was h i s  l i n e .  A l l e g i a n c e

t o  t h e  P a r t y  s i g n i f i e d  o b e d i e n c e  t o  h im  a s  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  t h e
31c o r r e c t  i d e o l o g y .

^ S t u a r t  Schram , "The P a r t y  i n  C h in e s e  Communist 
I d e o l o g y , "  The C h in a  Q u a r t e r l y , No. 38 ( A p r i l - J u n e ,  1 9 6 9 ) ,  
p p .  2 - 3 .



27

N a tu re  o f  Communist C h i n a ' s  

P o l i t i c a l  P r o c e s s

D i f f e r e n t  p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m s  h a v e  d i f f e r e n t  p r o c e s s e s  

t o  s o l v e  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  p r o b l e m s  i n  t i m e .  I n  W e s t e r n  demo- 

c a r a c y ,  when p o l i t i c a l  d i s p u t e s  a r i s e ,  i t  g e n e r a l l y  s t r e s s e s  

on c o n s e n s u s  b u i l d i n g  t h r o u g h  accom m odat ion  a n d  r e c o n c i l i a ­

t i o n .  As Roger  H i l s m a n  o b s e r v e d :

. . .  P o l i t i c s  i m p l i e s  a  d i v e r s i t y  o f  g o a l s  and  v a l u e s  
t h a t  m us t  be  r e c o n c i l e d  b e f o r e  a  d e c i s i o n  c a n  be 
r e a c h e d .  I t  i s  n o t  j u s t  a  q u e s t i o n  o f  w h e t h e r  t h i s  
o r  t h a t  v a l u e  s h o u l d  b e  p u r s u e d ,  b u t  what  m i x t u r e  
o f  v a l u e s  s h o u l d  b e  p u r s u e d .  I t  a l s o  i m p l i e s  a l t e r ­
n a t i v e  means o f  a c h i e v i n g  v a l u e s  whose p r e c i s e  
e f f e c t s  may be  i n  d i s p u t e . 32

But i n  Communist C h i n a ,  d i f f e r e n t  p o l i t i c a l  o r i e n t a ­

t i o n s  among r u l i n g  e l i t e s  a r e  c u s t o m a r i l y  d i c h o t o m i z e d  a s  

i r r e c o n c i l a b l e  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  b e tw e e n  two l i n e s ,  a n d  t h e y  

o f t e n  r e s u l t s  i n  a  l i f e  and  d e a t h  power  s t r u g g l e .  The 

e x i s t e n c e  o f  su c h  phenomenon d e p en d s  v e r y  much on t h e i r  c o n ­

v i c t i o n s  o f  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  p o l i t i c s .

I n  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  o f  p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n c e ,  t h e r e  i s  a  

v a r i e t y  o f  d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  p o l i t i c s , b u t  Mao T s e - t u n g  

d i f f e r e d  from t h o s e  by d e f i n i n g  p o l i t i c s  a s  a  s t r u g g l e  b e tw e e n

^ Roger  H i l s m a n ,  The P o l i t i c s  o f  P o l i c y  Making i n  
D e fe n s e  and F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s  (New York:  H a r p e r  & Row, 1 9 7 1 ) ,
p . 1 3 6 .

^^The m o s t ly  q u o t e d  d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  p o l i t i c s  such  a s  
H a r o l d  L a s s w e l l ,  C h a r l e s  M e r r ia m ,  Hans M o rg an th au ,  V.O. Key, 
D av id  E a s t o n ,  G a b r i e l  Almond, T a l c o t t  P a r s o n s '  e t c . ,  a r e  
b r i e f l y  summarized  by R o g e rs  H i l s m a n  , i b i d . See a l s o  James 
R o se n a u ,  The S c i e n t i f i c  S tu d y  o f  F o r e i g n  P o l i c y  (New York:
The F r e e  P r e s s ,  1971) , p .  81 .
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c l a s s e s .  " P o l i t i c s ,  w h e t h e r  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  o r  c o u n t e r ­

r e v o l u t i o n a r y ,  i s  t h e  s t r u g g l e  o f  c l a s s  a g a i n s t  c l a s s .

Yao Wen-yuan, M ao 's  so n  i n  l a w ,  e l a b o r a t e d  M ao 's  d e f i n i t i o n  

o f  p o l i t i c s  e v en  more m i l i t a n t l y .

P o l i t i c s  i s  t h e  s t r u g g l e  t o  c o n s o l i d a t e  o r  o v e r ­
th r o w  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  power o f  t h i s  o r  t h a t  c l a s s ,  
t h e  s t r u g g l e  t o  s a f e g u a r d  o r  d e s t r o y  t h i s  o r  t h a t  
s y s te m  o f  o w n e r s h ip ,  t h e  s t r u g g l e  t o  s e i z e  o r  p r e - - .  
s e r v e  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h i s  o r  t h a t  c l a s s  (g ro up )

B e ca u se  t h e  p o l i t i c s  i s  t h e  s t r u g g l e  b e tw e e n  o p p o s i t e  c l a s s e s ,

compromise  a n d  accom m odat ion  a r e  a l i e n  t o  Communist C h i n a ' s

p o l i t i c a l  p r o c e s s e s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  when h e  was d e t e r m i n e d  t o

l a u n c h  h i s  c h e r i s h e d  l a r g e  s c a l e  p u r g e  and  to  k i n d l e  t h e

f l a m e  o f  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n ,  Mao

r e p e a t e d l y  a d v o c a t e d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e  i n

communist  r e v o l u t i o n .

T h rou g h o u t  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  t r a n s i t i o n  t h e r e  e x i s t  
c l a s s  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s ,  t h e  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e  b e tw ee n  
t h e  two r o a d s  o f  t h e  s o c i a l i s m  and  c a p i t a l i s m .
I f  we f o r g e t  t h i s  f u n d a m e n t a l  t h e o r y  . . .  we w i l l
go a s t r a y . 36

I n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  r e a l  c o n t r o v e r s y  i n  t h e  G r e a t  

P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  was o v e r  how t o  b u i l d  a 

communist  s o c i e t y  o r  o v e r  t h e  i s s u e s  o f  r e v o l u t i o n a r y

3^ Mao T s e - t u n g ,  " T a l k s  a t  t h e  Yenan Forum on L i t e r a t u r e  
an d  A r t , "  r e p u b l i s h e d  i n  P e k i n g  R e v ie w , No. 22 (May 22,
1 9 6 7 ) ,  p .  13.

Yao Wen-yuan, "Comments on Tao C h u ' s  Two B ooks ,"  
P e k i n g  R e v ie w , No. 37 (S e p te m b e r  8,  1 9 6 7 ) ,  p .  1 0 .  I n  t h i s  
a r t i c l e ,  Yao a t t a c k e d  T a o ' s  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  p o l i t i c s  a s  t r y i n g  
" t o  b r i n g  a b o u t  c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c a p i t a l i s t  r e s t o r a t i o n . "

^^Mao T s e - t u n g ,  "Speech  a t  t h e  N a t i o n a l  W orking  Con­
f e r e n c e ,  J a n u a r y ,  1 9 6 5 , "  P e k i n g  R e v ie w , No. 41 ( O c to b e r  7 ,
1 9 6 6 ) ,  p . 1 6 .
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dogmatism v e r s u s  p r a g m a t i c  s o c i a l i s m , a l l  o f  t h e  M a o i s t  

o f f i c i a l  p r o p a g a n d a  u n e q u i v o c a l l y  t r e a t e d  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a ­

r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  a s  a n  i r r e c o n c i l a b l e  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e .  

Fo r  exam ple ,  a  Red F l a g  e d i t o r i a l  c l e a r l y  w r o te ;

A l l  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e s  a r e  p o l i t i c a l  s t r u g g l e s .  The 
p r e s e n t  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  i s ,  
i n  t h e  f i n a l  a n a l y s i s ,  a  l i f e  and  d e a t h  s t r u g g l e  
b e tw e e n  t h e  s o c i a l i s t  s y s te m  and c a p i t a l i s t  s y s t e m . . .
I t  i s  an  e x t r e m e l y  f i e r c e ,  e x t r e m e l y  s h a r p ,  and  
e x t r e m e l y  d e e p - g o i n g  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e ,  a  s t r u g g l e  f o r  
t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t  t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  
c a p i t a l i s m ,  a  s t r u g g l e  t o  p r e v e n t  i m p e r i a l i s m  and  
modern r e v i s i o n i s m  f rom  c a r r y i n g  o u t  t h e i r  su b v e r= n  
s i v e  p l o t s  and  p e a c e f u l  e v o l u t i o n  i n  o u r  c o u n t r y . ^

S in c e  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e  i s  t o  " c o n s o l i d a t e  o r  o v e r t h r o w  t h e  

p o l i t i c a l  power  o f  t h i s  o r  t h a t  c l a s s , "  b e h i n d  t h e  i d e o l o g i ­

c a l  d i s p u t e s ,  t h e  s t r u g g l e  f o r  t h e  s e i z u r e  o f  power w i l l  be  

i n e v i t a b l e ,  and  t h i s  i s  c e r t a i n l y  a  s t r u g g l e  o f  l i f e  and  

d e a t h .  The P e o p l e ' s  D a i l y ' s  a d v o c a t i o n  o f  mass movement 

f o r  t h e  s e i z u r e  o f  power  c l e a r l y  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h e  c e n t r a l  

theme o f  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  an d  r e v e a l e d  

t h e  n a t u r e  o f  Communist C h i n a ' s  p o l i t i c a l  p r o c e s s e s .

The b a s i c  q u e s t i o n  o f  r e v o l u t i o n  i s  p o l i t i c a l  p o w e r . . .  
R i g h t  f rom t h e  b e g i n n i n g ,  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  
C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  h a s  b e e n  a  s t r u g g l e  f o r  t h e

37 C h a lm ers  J o h n s o n ,  I b i d . , p .  28; H a r r y  H a r d i n g ,  
"China;  Toward R e v o l u t i o n a r y  P r a g m a t i s m ,"  A s i a n  S u r v e y , No. 
( J a n u a r y ,  1 9 7 1 ) ,  p .  52; P a r r i s  Chang, Power and  P o l i c y  i n  
C h i n a , p .  177 ;  P h i l i p  Br idgham ,  "Mao’ s C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n :  
O r i g i n  and  D e v e lo p m e n t , "  The C h ina  Q u a r t e r l y , Mo. 29 
( J a n u a r y - M a r c h , I 9 6 7 ) , pp .  1 - 3 5 -

^®Red F l a g  E d i t o r i a l ,  "A P ro g ram m at ic  Document o f  
t h e  G re a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  R e v o l u t i o n , "  P e k in g  R e v ie w , No. 3^ 
(A ugus t  1 9 , 1 9 6 6 ) ,  p .  1 8 .
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s e i z u r e  o f  power .  T h i s  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  
R e v o l u t i o n  means p r e c i s e l y  t h e  a r i s i n g  o f  h u n d r e d s  
o f  m i l l i o n s  o f  p e o p l e  t o  l i b e r a t e  t h e m s e l v e s  and 
t o  s e i z e  power  f rom  t h e  h a n d f u l  o f  p e o p l e  w i t h i n  
t h e  P a r t y  who a r e  i n  a u t h o r i t y  and  a r e  t a k i n g  t h e  
c a p i t a l i s t  r o a d  . . .  o f  a l l  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  t h i n g s ,  
t h e  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  power  i s  t h e  m ost  i m p o r t a n t !
Such b e i n g  t h e  c a s e , t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  m a s s , w i t h  
a  deep  h a t r e d  f o r  t h e  enemy, c l e n c h  t h e i r  t e e t h  
a n d ,  w i t h  s t e e l - l i k e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,  make up t h e i r  
m ind t o  u n i t e ,  fo rm  a  g r e a t  a l l i a n c e ,  s e i z e  power! 
s e i z e  p o w er! !  s e i z e  p o w e r ! ! !  A l l  t h e  P a r t y  power ,  
p o l i t i c a l  pow er ,  and  f i n a n c i a l  power u s u r p e d  by 
t h e  c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r y  r e v i s i o n i s t s . . .  must  be 
r e c a p t u r e d  . . .  The p r o l e t a r i a n  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  
. . . " h a v e  t h e i r  eye on s e i z i n g  pow er ,  t h i n k  o f  
s e i z i n g  pow er ,  and  a c t  t o  s e i z e  power"  . . .  f o r  
t h e  s a k e  t o  l e t  t h e  g r e a t  t h o u g h t  o f  Mao T s e - t u n g  
t a k e  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  a l l  p o s i t i o n s . 39

I n  Communist C h i n a ' s  t o t a l i t a r i a n  p o l i t i c a l  sy s te m ,  

power f o r  t h e  r u l i n g  e l i t e s  means e v e r y t h i n g ,  and t h e  i d e o ­

l o g i c a l  d e v i a n t s  i r r e s p e c t i v e  w h e t h e r  t h e y  a r e  l a b e l e d  c a p i ­

t a l i s t s  o r  r e v i s i o n i s t s ,  a r e  t a k e n  f o r  g r a n t e d  a s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  

s i n .  T h e r e f o r e ,  power s t r u g g l e  an d  p u r g e  u n d e r  t h e  p r e t e x t  

o f  s t r u g g l e  b e tw e e n  two l i n e s  become a  p e rm a n e n t  phenomenon 

i n  Communist C h in e s e  p o l i t i c s .

^ ^ P e o p l e ' s  D a i ly  E d i t o r i a l ,  J a n u a r y  19 ,  1 9 6 ? ,  i n  
P e k i n g  Review, No. 5 ( J a n u a r y  27 ,  1 9 6 7 ) ,  pp .  7 -9 -



CHAPTER III

THE GREAT PROLETARIAN CULTURAL REVOLUTION 

-  Dom est ic  A s p e c t  -

I n  s t u d y i n g  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b e tw e e n  d o m e s t i c  and 

e x t e r n a l  c o n f l i c t  b e h a v i o r ,  s c h o l a r s  c l a s s i f y  d o m e s t i c  c o n ­

f l i c t  b e h a v i o r  i n  t e r m s  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i n d i c a t o r s :  a s s a -

s i n a t i o n ,  g e n e r a l  s t r i k e ,  g u e r r i l l a  w a r ,  m a jo r  g overnm en t  

c r i s i s ,  p u r g e ,  r i o t ,  and  a n t i - g o v e r n m e n t  d e m o n s t r a t i o n ,  

r e v o l u t i o n ,  and  numbers  k i l l e d  i n  d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e .  These 

n i n e  i n d i c a t o r s  a r e  f u r t h e r  c l a s s i f i e d  i n t o  tv/o c a t e g o r i e s .  

The f i r s t  i s  t u r m o i l ,  which  i n c l u d e s  a n t i - g o v e r n m e n t  demon­

s t r a t i o n ,  g e n e r a l  s t r i k e ,  r i o t ,  and a s s a s s i n a t i o n .  I t  

r e p r e s e n t s  an  u n o r g a n i z e d  s p o n t a n e o u s  t y p e  o f  c o n f l i c t  b e h a ­

v i o r .  The s e co n d  c a t e g o r y  i s  i n t e r n a l  w a r ,  a nd  i n c l u d e s  

r e v o l u t i o n ,  g u e r r i l l a  w ar ,  g o v e rn m e n ta l  c r i s i s ,  p u r g e ,  and 

number k i l l e d  i n  d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e .  T h i s  c a t e g o r y  r e p r e s e n t s  

an  o r g a n i z e d  v i o l e n t  t y p e  o f  d o m e s t i c  c o n f l i c t  b e h a v i o r .  A 

g e n e r a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  t h e  n i n e  i n d i c a t o r s  i s  t h a t  t h e y  

a r e  c o n f l i c t s  b e tw e e n  t h e  r u l e r s  and t h e  r u l e d .  The t u r m o i l  

and  v i o l e n c e ,  w h e t h e r  o r g a n i z e d  o r  u n o r g a n i z e d ,  a r e  g e n e r a t e d
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e i t h e r  from t h e  r e v o l t s  o f  t h e  r u l e d  o r  f rom t h e  s u p p r e s s i o n  

o f  t h e  r u l e r s . ^

A l th o u g h  t h e s e  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  d o m e s t i c  c o n f l i c t  b e h a ­

v i o r  a r e  u s e f u l  f o r  c l a s s i f y i n g  t y p e  o f  d o m e s t i c  c o n f l i c t  

b e h a v i o r  i n  m os t  s i t u a t i o n s ,  t h e y  seem i n a d e q u a t e  when a p p l i e d  

t o  Communist C h i n a ' s  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n .

The G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  d i d  g e n e r a t e  f i e r c e  

" t u r m o i l s "  and  v i o l e n t  " i n t e r n a l  w a rs"  w i t h  e l e m e n t s  o f  mass 

i n v o lv e m e n t  f o r  o r  a g a i n s t  t h e  g o v e rn m e n t .  However,  b a s i c a l l y  

t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  was n o t  a  c o n f l i c t  

b e tw e e n  t h e  r u l e r s  and  t h e  r u l e d ,  b u t  among t h e  r u l e r s  them­

s e l v e s .  A l th o u g h  t h e  n a t i o n w i d e  t u r b u l e n c e s  d i d  p r o v i d e  t h e  

common p e o p le  w i t h  c h a n c e s  t o  e x p r e s s  t h e i r  g r i e v a n c e s ,  t h e  

whole  p r o c e s s  o f  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  

was p r i m a r i l y  a  power  s t r u g g l e  among d i f f e r e n t  f a c t i o n s  o f  

t h e  r u l i n g  e l i t e s  t h r o u g h  s t r i c t l y  P a r t y  d i r e c t e d  mass move­

m e n ts  and  i n t e n s i v e  p o l i t i c a l  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n .  I t  was an  

u n p r e c e d e n t e d  l a r g e  s c a l e  r e v e r s e d  p u rg e  by which  a n  u n d e rd o g  

f a c t i o n  a t t e m p t e d  to  s e i z e  power f rom  t h e  d om inan t  f a c t i o n  i n  

a u t h o r i t y  w i t h i n  t h e  P a r t y  by means o f  i d e o l o g i c a l  p u r i f i c a ­

t i o n  and  m a n i p u l a t i o n  o f  f a c t i o n a l  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s .

For  d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  t h e  n i n e  i n d i c a t o r s  s e e  Rudolph 
J .  Rummel, " D im ens io n  o f  C o n f l i c t  B e h a v i o r  W i t h i n  and  Between 
N a t i o n s , "  i b i d . ; Rummel c l a s s i f i e d  t h e  n i n e  i n d i c a t o r s  i n t o  
t h r e e  d im e n s io n s  o f  t u r m o i l ,  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  and  s u b v e r s i v e .  
T a n t e r  and W i l k e n f e l d  combined  Rummel 's  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  and 
s u b v e r s i v e  d im e n s io n  i n t o  i n t e r n a l  w a r .  F o r  d e t a i l s  s e e  
Rudolph J .  Rummel, Raymond T a n t e r  and J o n a t h a n  W i l k e n f e l d ,  
i b i d .
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A n o t h e r  u n i q u e  f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  

C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  stemmed f rom  M ao 's  e x c e s s i v e  s t r e s s  on 

a n t i - i m p e r i a l i s m ,  a n t i - r e v i s i o n i s m  and  v i o l e n t  w o r l d  r e v o l u ­

t i o n  f o r  t h e  c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  f e r v o r  and  t h e  n o t i ­

f i c a t i o n  o f  h i s  o p p o n e n t s .  T h i s  made Communist C h in a  seem 

w i l l i n g  t o  a n t a g o n i z e  t h e  whole  w o r l d .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  c o n f l i c t  

g e n e r a t e d  by t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  n o t  

o n ly  was d i f f e r e n t  f rom  t r a d i t i o n a l  fo rm s  o f  c o n f l i c t  b e h a v i o r ,  

b u t  t h e r e  were  s t r o n g  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s  r i g h t  f rom  

t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n .

T h is  c h a p t e r  w i l l  t r a c e  t h e  o r i g i n s  and  a n a l y z e  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  

o f  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  t r y i n g  to  f i n d  

o u t  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  i t s  c o n f l i c t  and  i t s  

im p a c t  on Communist C h i n a ' s  f o r e i g n  r e l a t i o n s .

B a ck g ro u nd  o f  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  

C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n

The G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  was n o t  a 

su d d e n  and i n e x p l i c a b l e  phenomenon. I t s  r o o t s  c o u l d  be  t r a c e d  

back  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  Khrushchev p o l i c y  o f  d e - S t a l i n i z a t i o n  i n  

e a r l y  1956 an d  t h e  e f f o r t  w i t h i n  t h e  C h in e s e  Communist  P a r t y  

t o  r e l e g a t e  M ao 's  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  E ig h t h  P a r t y  C o n g r e s s  l a t e r  

t h e  same y e a r .  But  t h e  more d i r e c t  c a u s e  was t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  

v a r i o u s  M a o i s t  p ro g ra m s  -  t h e  G e n e r a l  L in e  f o r  B u i l d i n g  

S o c i a l i s m ,  t h e  G r e a t  Leap F o rw ard ,  an d  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  Commune 

movements i n  195 8 .  D e s p i t e  l a t e r  o f f i c i a l  a r g u m e n ts  c l a i m i n g
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s u c c e s s ,  h a r s h  r e a l i t i e s  p r o v e d  t h e  movements to  be f a i l u r e s  

c a u s i n g  n o t  o n ly  economic  d i s a s t e r s ,  c o n t r o v e r s y  w i t h i n  t h e  

p a r t y ,  b u t  a l s o  f u r t h e r  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  i n  C h i n a ' s  r e l a t i o n s  

w i t h  t h e  S o v i e t  U n ion .  At t h e  L ushan  C o n f e r e n c e ,  a n  e n l a r g e d  

P o l i t b u r o  m e e t i n g  co n v en e d  i n  t h e  Summer o f  1959 .  P en g  T e h - h u a i , 

t h e n  N a t i o n a l  D e fe n s e  M i n i s t e r ,  b o l d l y  a t t a c k e d  M a o 's  r a d i c a l ,  

u n r e a l i s t i c  G r e a t  Leap Forw ard  a s  " p e t t y  b o u r g e o i s  f a n a t i ­

c i s m . "  I n  h i s  " L e t t e r  o f  O p i n i o n , "  he d i r e c t l y  p o i n t e d  o u t  

t h a t  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  f e r v o r  c o u ld  n o t  p e r f o r m  m i r a c l e s  i n  

economic p r o d u c t i o n :

I n  t h e  v iew  o f  some com rades ,  p u t t i n g  p o l i t i c s  i n  
command c o u l d  be a  s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  e v e r y t h i n g . . .  But 
p u t t i n g  p o l i t i c s  i n  command i s  no s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  
economic p r i n c i p l e s ,  much l e s s  f o r  c o n c r e t e  economic 
m e a s u r e s . 2

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  h i s  c r i t i c i s m s  o f  M ao 's  d o m e s t i c  p o l i ­

c i e s ,  Peng a l s o  showed h i s  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  M a o 's  f o r e i g n  

p e r f o r m a n c e ,  a d v o c a t i n g  i n s t e a d  p ro g ram s  which  c a l l e d  f o r  

S o v i e t  U n ion  m i l i t a r y ,  econom ic ,  and  t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e .

As t h e  P e o p l e ' s  D a i l y  e d i t o r i a l  i n d i c a t e d  on J u l y  1 ,  1 9 6 6 :

At t h e  L u sh an  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  p a r t y  i n  1959 .  a  h a n d ­
f u l  o f  a m b i t i o u s  b o u r g e o i s  c a r e e r i s t s  and  s c h e m e r s . . .  
who h ad  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  K h ru sh ch e v  r e v i s i o n i s t  
l a u n c h e d  a  f e r o c i o u s  a t t a c k  on t h e  p a r t y ' s  C e n t r a l  
Commit tee  h e a d e d  by Comrade Mao T s e - t u n g .  They p u t  
f o r w a r d  a  t h o r o u g h l y  r e v i s i o n i s t  programme i n t e n d e d

Peng  T e h - h u a i ,  " L e t t e r  o f  O p i n i o n , "  1968 Yearbook 
on C h in ese  Communism ( T a i p e i :  I n s t i t u t e  F o r  t h e  S tu d y  o f
C h in e s e  Communist P r o b le m s ,  1 9 6 8 ) , p .  ?83;  t h e  q u a r r e l  b e t ­
ween Mao and P en g  o v e r  o t h e r  i s s u e s  s e e  "The G r e a t  R e v o lu ­
t i o n a r y  C r i t i c i s m , "  I 969  Yearbook on C h in ese  Communism, 
p p .  I I I - 6 - 1 4 .
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to  r e p l a c e  t h e  p a r t y ' s  g e n e r a l  l i n e  f o r  b u i l d i n g  
s o c i a l i s m . 3

However, b e c a u s e  t h e  c o n se q u e n c e s  o f  M ao 's  r a d i c a l  

economic p o l i c i e s  o f  1958  were  n o t  f a t a l l y  s e r i o u s - a t  t h e  

t im e  Peng la u n c h e d  t h e  a t t a c k s  due t o  p r i o r  m o d i f i c a t i o n , ^  and 

p a r t l y  b e c a u se  o f  t h e  e m e rg in g  S i n o - S o v i e t  i d e o l o g i c a l  con­

f l i c t ,  Mao w e a th e r e d  t h e  c h a l l e n g e  and p u r g e d  Peng and h i s  

f o l l o w e r s  i n  Sep tem ber  1959* L in  P i a o ,  t h e n  Mao's  f a i t h f u l  

g e n e r a l  and an  e n t h u s i a s t i c  p r o p o n e n t  o f  Maoism became M i n i s t e r  

o f  N a t i o n a l  D e fe n s e .  But  M ao 's  v i c t o r y  o v e r  Peng was, i n  

s u b s t a n c e ,  a  s u p e r f i c i a l  one .  D evelopm ents  f rom I 96O to  I 962  

d e m o n s t r a t e d  i n  i m p o r t a n t  r e s p e c t s  t h a t ,  i n  t h e  Lushan d e b a t e ,  

Peng T eh -h u a i  had  b e en  r i g h t  and Mao T s e - t u n g  had been  wrong. 

The combined e f f e c t s  o f  M ao 's  i r r a t i o n a l  economic p o l i c i e s ,  

s u c c e s s i v e  n a t u r a l  c a l a m i t i e s ,  and t h e  S o v i e t  sudden w i th d r a w a l  

o f  a l l  t e c h n i c i a n s  i n  m id -1 9 6 0 , b r o u g h t  f o r t h  s e v e r e  economic 

d i s r u p t i o n s ,  s e r i o u s  f a m in e ,  and a lm o s t  s t a r v a t i o n  t h r o u g h o u t  

t h e  c o u n t r y .  Most o f  Mao 's  com rades ,  who h a d  s u p p o r t e d  him, 

b e g an  to  doubt  h i s  i n f a l l a b l e  wisdom and g r a d u a l l y  merged i n  

o p p o s i t i o n  t o  him. For  exam ple ,  i n  1 9 6 2 , L iu  S h a o - c h i  r e v i s e d  

and r e p u b l i s h e d  a s e r i e s  o f  l e c t u r e s  he d e l i v e r e d  i n  Yenan 

i n  1939  a s  a  book e n t i t l e d  "On S e l f - C u l t i v a t i o n , "  which was 

w id e ly  c i r c u l a t e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y .  I t  c l e a r l y  showed

^ P e o p l e ' s  D a i ly  E d i t o r i a l ,  "Long L iv e  Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  
T h o u g h t ,"  P e k in g  Rev iew , No. 2? ( J u l y  1 ,  I 9 6 6 ) , p .  6 .

^Peng T e h - h u a i ,  " L e t t e r  o f  O p i n i o n , "  i b i d . ,  p .  782.
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h i s  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i th  Mao 's  l e a d e r s h i p :

For  a t im e  i n  t h e  p a s t ,  c e r t a i n  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  
d o g m a t i s m . . .  r e g a r d  t h e m s e lv e s  a s  C h i n a ' s  Marx o r  
L e n in  i n  t h e  P a r t y ,  and  s h a m e l e s s l y  a sk ed  o u r  P a r t y  
members to  r e s p e c t  them a s  such t o  s u p p o r t  them a s  
" l e a d e r s "  and  to  show them d e v o t i o n  and p a s s i o n . . .
I t  i s  beyond doub t  t h a t  t h i s  k i n d  o f  p e o p le  w i t h i n  
t h e  P a r t y  s h o u ld  be  o pposed ,  exp o sed  and b u r i e d  i n  
o b l i v i o n  by o u r  P a r t y  m embers .5

C o n f r o n te d  w i t h  t h e  t h r e a t  o f  economic and  p o l i t i c a l  

c o l l a p s e ,  t h e  government  and  t h e  P a r t y ,  l e d  by L iu  S h a o - c h i ,  

su c ceed ed  Mao a s  N a t i o n a l  Chairman i n  1959» and Teng S h i a o - p i n g ,  

S e c r e t a r y  G e n e ra l  o f  t h e  P a r t y ,  i n t r o d u c e d  i n c e n t i v e  p r i n c i ­

p l e s  i n t o  economic a f f a i r s  and a d o p te d  a d r a s t i c  m easure  c a l l e d  

t h e  " t h r e e  f reedom s and one g u a r a n t e e "  t o  b o o s t  t h e  p e a s a n t s  

i n c e n t i v e s  f o r  p r o d u c t i o n .  Under t h i s  m e a su re ,  t h e  p e a s a n t s  

were  a l lo w e d  t o  fa rm  l i m i t e d  p r i v a t e  p l o t s ,  t o  p u r s u e  t h e i r  

own h a n d i c r a f t s ,  and  t o  s e l l  t h e i r  p r o d u c t s  i n  t h e  f r e e  m a rk e t ,  

so lo n g  a s  t h e y  f u l f i l l e d  t h e  g r a i n  and raw m a t e r i a l  o u tp u t  

q u o ta  recommended by t h e  s t a t e .  P o l i t i c s  and i d e o l o g y  were 

t e m p o r a r i l y  p u t  a s i d e .  As L iu  S h a o -c h i  s a i d :

The p e a s a n t s  have  g a in e d  n o t h i n g  from t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  
economy i n  t h e  l a s t  few y e a r s .
D o n ' t  be a f r a i d  o f  c a p i t a l i s m  a m o k e , t h e  f r e e  m a rk e ts  
sh o u ld  c o n t i n u e  t o  e x i s t . 6

Teng S h i a o - p i n g  echoed L iu  i n  t h e  same way:

^Quoted from S e l e c t i o n  From C h ina  M a in land  M a g a z in e s , 
No. 651 ( A p r i l  22 ,  1 9 6 9 ) ,  p . 1 9 » ( L a t e r  r e f e r r e d  a s  SCMM).

^ E d i t o r i a l  D epar tm en t  o f  P e o p l e ' s  D a i l y ,  Red F l a g ,  
and L i b e r a t i o n  Army D a i l y ,  " S t r u g g l e  Between t h e  Two Roads 
i n  C h i n a ' s  C o u n t r y s i d e , "  P e k in g  Rev iew , No. 49 (December 1,
1 9 6 7 ) ,  p .  1 5 .
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P r i v a t e  f a r m in g  i s  a l l  r i g h t ,  so l o n g  a s  i t  r a i s e s  
o u t p u t ,  j u s t  a s  i t  does  n o t  m a t t e r  w h e th e r  t h e  c a t  
i s  b l a c k  o r  w h i t e ,  so l o n g  a s  i t  c a t c h e s  m i c e . 7

Tao Chu even  went f u r t h e r :

You a r e  a f r a i d  o f  c a p i t a l i s m ,  b u t  n o t  m a l n u t r i t i o n . . .
You a r e  a f r a i d  o f  t h i s  o r  t h a t ,  b u t  n o t  o f  p e o p l e ' s  
s t a r v a t i o n . . .  C a p i t a l i s m  i s  much b e t t e r  t h a n  s t a r v a -  
t i o n - i s m  and m a l n u t r i t i o n - i s m .  Give t h e  p e a s a n t s  a 
p i e c e  o f  l a n d ,  some s e e d s ,  l e t  p e a s a n t s  e s c a p e  w i t h
l i f e . 8

Along w i t h  t h e  m o d e r a t i o n  o f  economic m e a su re s ,  t h e  

P a r t y  a l s o  r e l a x e d  i t s  s t r i n g e n t  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  s o c i e t y  

a l l o w i n g  a  r e l a t i v e  l i b e r a l i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  c u l t u r a l  and i d e o ­

l o g i c a l  s p h e r e s .  P a r t l y  d i s a f f e c t e d  by t h e  w i d e s p r e a d  s u f ­

f e r i n g s  c a u s e d  by t h e  G r e a t  Leap Forward and p a r t l y  e n c o u ra g e d  

by t h e  r u l i n g  e l i t e s  t h e n  i n  a u t h o r i t y ,  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l s ,  most 

o f  whom were  n o t e d  p a r t y  o f f i c i a l s ,  c a r r i e d  on a  v e i l e d  p o l i ­

t i c a l  campaign  i n  a l l e r g o r i c a l  form o r  academ ic  d i s c u s s i o n  

a g a i n s t  Mao. The t o p i c s  o f  t h e i r  c r i t i c i s m  r a n g e d  from Mao's  

a r r o g a n t  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  h i s  r a d i c a l  p o l i t i c a l  and p h i l o s o p h i c a l  

t h e o r i e s ,  to  a l l  o f  M ao 's  i r r a t i o n a l  p o l i c i e s  i n c l u d i n g  such  

c r u c i a l  q u e s t i o n s  a s  h i s  u n j u s t  pu rg e  o f  Peng T e h -h u a i  and 

h i s  a t t i t u d e  to w a rd  t h e  S o v i e t  Union. As t h e  " E s s e n t i a l  

P o i n t s  f o r  P ropagan d a  and  E d u c a t i o n  i n  C o n n e c t io n  w i th  t h e  G r e a t  

C u l t u r a l  R e v o lu t i o n "  p o i n t e d  o u t :

^ I b i d . , p .  15O
Nankai  U n i v e r s i t y  Wei Tung Red Guard H e a d q u a r t e r s , 

"How t h e  E v i l  Wind o f  Going I t  Alone I s  S t i r r e d  Up i n  H o n a n ," 
Wei Tung ( May 20, 1 9 6 7 ) .
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Over a  l o n g  p e r i o d ,  how ever ,  a  h a n d f u l  o f  r e p r e s e n ­
t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e  w i t h i n  and  o u t s i d e  t h e  Party- 
c o u n t e r e d  Chairm an M ao 's  b r i l l i a n t  i d e a s  w i th  a  b l a c k  
a n t i - P a r t y  and a n t i - s o c i a l i s t  l i n e  o f  t h e i r  o w n . . .
I n  1 9 5 9 f t h e  r i g h t  o p p o r t u n i s t s  i n  t h e  P a r t y  a t t a c k e d  
t h e  P a r t y ' s  C e n t r a l  Committee  a t  L ush a n  m e e t in g .  
C o o r d i n a t i n g  w i t h  them b o t h  b e f o r e  and  a f t e r  t h i s  e v e n t ,  
t h e  " T h re e -F a m i ly  V i l l a g e "  s i n i s t e r  g ang  a t t a c k e d  
t h e  P a r t y  w i t h o u t  l e t - u p  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s ,  b r i n g  o u t  
H a i  J u i  S c o ld s  t h e  Emperor and  H ai  J u i  D ism issed  
From O f f i c e  and  t h e n  p u b l i s h i n g  t h e i r  E ven in g  C h a ts  
a t  Yenshan and N o te s  f rom  T h r e e -F a m i ly  V i l l a g e  i n  t h e  
f o r t n i g h t l y  Q ia n x ia n  ( F r o n t l i n e ) , B e i j i n g  R ib a o ( t h e  
P e k in g  D a i ly )  and  B e i j i n g  Wan-bao ( t h e  P e k in g  E ven ing  
News) . M o n s te r s  and demons came o u t  o f  t h e i r  l a i r s  i n  
o t h e r  c u l t u r a l  f i e l d s ,  t o o ,  and we waged t i t - f o r - t a t  
s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  them. The c u r r e n t  g r e a t  c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  and d e e p e n in g  
o f  t h e s e  s t r u g g l e . 9

F o r  exam ple ,  i n  t h e  o p e r a  Hai  J u i  D i s m is s e d  From O f f i c e , 

which  was l a b e l e d  a b i g  p o i s o n o u s  weed d u r i n g  t h e  G re a t  

P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n ,  Wu Han v o i c e d  c o m p l a i n t s  

and g r i e v a n c e s  a b o u t  Peng T e h - H u a i ' s  d i s m i s s a l  i n  t h e  words 

" I t ' s  u n j u s t  t o  r e l i e v e  me o f  my p o s t , "  and  e n c o u ra g e d  him 

" n o t  t o  g i v e  i n  o r  l o s e  h e a r t "  and  " t o  make a  f r e s h  s t a r t  a f t e r  

d e f e a t . L i u  C h a o -ch i  echoed  Wu Han i n  1962  by d e c l a r i n g  

t h a t  t h e  p u r g e  o f  Peng was a n  e r r o n e o u s  s t r u g g l e  t h a t  o v e r ­

s t e p p e d  t h e  l i m i t s . I n  t h e  l a t t e r  h a l f  o f  1965» when Mao 

f e r m e n te d  h i s  l a r g e  s c a l e  f i n a l  c o u n t e r - a t t a c k s ,  he c l e a r l y  

p o i n t e d  o u t :

" E s s e n t i a l  P o i n t s  f o r  P ro p a g a n d a  and  E d u c a t i o n  i n  Con­
n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n , "
P e k in g  Rev iew , No. 29 ( J u l y  15 .  1 9 6 6 ) ,  p .  1 6 .

^^Yao Wen-yuan, "On T hree  Fam ily  V i l l a g e - t h e  R e a c t i o n ­
a r y  N a tu re  o f  'E v e n in g  T a l k s  a t  Y en shan '  and  'N o te  f rom T hree  
Fam ily  V i l l a g e ' , "  P e k i n g  R ev iew , No. 22(May 27,  1 9 6 6 ) , p .  ? .

l ^ S e e  SCMM, No. 651  ( A p r i l  22,  I 9 6 9 ) ,  PP- 38-39;  and  
No. 652  ( A p r i l “ 2BT I 9 6 9 ) ,  pp .  2 8 -3 1 .
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The c r u x  o f  Hai  J u i  D i sm is s e d  From O f f i c e  i s  t h e  
q u e s t i o n  o f  d i s m i s s a l  from o f f i c e .  The Emperor 
C h ia  Ching d i s m i s s e d  Hai  J u i  f rom o f f i c e .  I n  1959* 
we d i s m is s e d  Peng T e h -h u a i  from o f f i c e .  And Peng 
T e h -h u a i  i s  Hai  J u i  t o o . 12

I n  t h e  Notes  f rom  T h re e -F a m i ly  V i l l a g e  and  E ven ing  

C h a ts  a t  Y enshan , Teng To and  L iao  Mo-sha j o i n e d  Wu Han to  

a t t a c k  Mao's  p e r s o n a l i t y  by i m p ly in g  t h a t  Mao s u f f e r e d  from 

a  form o f  i n s a n i t y  t h a t  l e d  him t o  i r r a t i o n a l  b e h a v i o r  and 

d e c i s i o n s .  They s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  he t a k e  a  c o m p le t e  r e s t  promp­

t l y .  O t h e rw is e ,  "he w i l l  make a  l o t  o f  t r o u b l e . "  R e g a rd in g  

f o r e i g n  a f f a i r s ,  t h e y  c r i t i c i z e d  Mao's  a l i e n a t i o n  o f  t h e  S o v i e t  

Union and  th e  l o s s  to  C h in a  o f  R u s s i a n  a i d  by w a r n in g  t h a t  

" i f  a man w i th  a  s w e l l e d  h e ad  t h i n k s  he can  l e a r n  a  s u b j e c t  

e a s i l y  and t h e n  k i c k s  o u t  h i s  t e a c h e r ,  he w i l l  n e v e r  l e a r n  

a n y t h i n g . "  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e s e ,  Mao’ s famous d ic tu m  " t h e  

E a s t  Wind w i l l  p r e v a i l  o v e r  t h e  West Wind" was a l s o  r i d i c u l e d  

a s  " j u s t  hackneyed  p h r a s e s  w i t h o u t  much m e a n in g ,"  and  th e y  

a d v o c a te d  i n s t e a d  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  S o v i e t  Union — 

" l e a r n i n g  from and u n i t e d  w i t h  c o u n t r i e s  s t r o n g e r  t h a n  o u r  

own.

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  l i t e r a t u r e ,  t h e r e  was o p p o s i t i o n  i n  

p h i l o s o p h y .  Yang H s i e n - c h e n ,  an  e l d e r l y  C h in e s e  Communist 

p h i l o s o p h e r ,  expounded a  t h e o r y  o f  "com bin ing  two i n t o  one" 

o r  "harmony o f  o p p o s i t e s "  i n  d i r e c t  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  Mao 's  t h e s i s

^^Quoted from Red F l a g  E d i t o r i a l ,  "Two D i a m e t r i c a l l y  
opposed  Documents ,"  P e k i n g  R ev iew , N o.223 ( J u n e  2, I 9 6 7 ) , p .  22.

^^Yao Wen-yuan, "On T hree  Family  V i l l a g e , "  i b i d . ,
p p .  7 - 1 3 .
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o f  "one d i v i d e s  i n t o  two" which  s t r e s s e d  t h e  need  o f  c o n s t a n t  

s t r u g g l e  be tw een  t h e  c o n t e n d i n g  a s p e c t s  o f  c o n t r a d i c t i o n ,  

and s e r v e d  a s  t h e  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  h i s  pe rm anen t  

r e v o l u t i o n  d o c t r i n e . M o r e  s i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  t h e r e  were a l s o  

d i s p u t e s  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y .  D e s p i t e  L in  P i a o ' s e n t h u s i a s t i c  

advocacy  o f  " c r e a t i v e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  T h o u g h t ,"  

and  " p o l i t i c s  t a k i n g  command," a  f a c t i o n  l e d  by Lo J u i - c h i n g ,  

t h e  C h i e f  o f  G e n e r a l  S t a f f ,  o p e n ly  r i d i c u l e d  M ao 's  " P e o p l e ' s  

War" d o c t r i n e  by s t r e s s i n g  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t e c h n o lo g y ,  

m o d e r n i z a t i o n  o f  w eaponry ,  and  f a v o r i n g  r a p p ro c h em e n t  w i th  

t h e  S o v i e t  Union f o r  m i l i t a r y  a s s i s t a n c e

A l l  o f  t h e s e  so c a l l e d  K h r u s h c h e v - ty p e  deve lop m en ts  

a f t e r  1959 n o t  o n ly  d i r e c t l y  c h a l l e n g e d  Mao's  p e r s o n a l  p r e s ­

t i g e  and a u t h o r i t y ,  b u t  a l s o  c h a l l e n g e d  h i s  a l l e g e d  v i s i o n  o f  

how t o  b u i l d  h i s  b r a n d  o f  a t r u e  e g a l i t a r i a n  communist s t a t e .

No d o u b t  he  was f r u s t r a t e d  a t  t h e  t im e ;  however ,  he  n e v e r  gave 

u p .  As soon  a s  economic  c o n d i t i o n s  g r a d u a l l y  s t a b i l i z e d  

and  showed a  p r o m i s i n g  s i g n  i n  m id-1962 ,  he b e g a n  t o  a s s e r t  

h i m s e l f .  At t h e  T en th  P l e n a r y  S e s s i o n  o f  t h e  E ig h t h  C e n t r a l  

Committee  i n  Sep tem ber  1 9 6 2 , Mao r e i t e r a t e d  h i s  l o n g  c h e r i s h e d

^ Red F l a g  C o r r e s p o n d e n t ,  "New P o lem ic  on t h e  P h i l o ­
s o p h i c a l  F r o n t , "  P e k in g  R ev iew , No. 37 (S ep tem b er  11,  1 9 6 4 ) ,  
pp .  9 -1 2 .

^^Red F l a g  E d i t o r i a l ,  "The P r o l e t a r i s t  Must Take A 
Firm Hold o f  t h e  G un ," P e k in g  Rev iew , No. 32 (August  4 ,  1 9 6 7 ) , 
p p .  36 -39 ;  "The G r e a t  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  C r i t i c i s m , "  1969  Y earbook 
On C h in e s e  Communism.
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n o t i o n ,  " n e v e r  f o r g e t  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e , "  and warned h i s  comrades 

a g a i n s t  t h e  dang er  o f  t h e  d ev e lo p m en t  o f  r e v i s i o n i s m .  F o l lo w ­

i n g  t h e  P l e n a r y ,  Mao pushed  t h e  P a r t y  t o  l a u n c h  a  S o c i a l i s t  

E d u c a t i o n  Campaign aimed a t  c o r r e c t i n g  t h e  g ro w in g  r e v i s i o n i s t  

t r e n d s .  But most s e n i o r  members o f  t h e  P a r t y  o b v i o u s l y  r e g a r ­

ded h i s  w a rn in g s  and demands a s  i r r e l e v a n t  t o  C h in ese  r e a l i t y .  

They f e l t  t h a t  many m e a su re s  t e r m e d  r e v i s i o n i s t  o r  c a p i t a l i s t  

were  i n d i s p e n s a b l e  f o r  economic  r e c o v e r y  a f t e r  1959* T h e r e f o r e ,  

d e s p i t e  Mao 's  r e p e a t e d  w a r n in g s  and  i n t e r v e n t i o n s ,  t h e  S o c i a ­

l i s t  E d u c a t io n  Campaign n e v e r  met M ao 's  w i s h .  They p l a y e d ,  

i n  Mrs. Mao 's  words ,  " d u a l  t r i c k s , "  W hile  t h e y  p a y ed  l i p  s e r v i c e  

to  Mao 's  demands, i n  p r a c t i c e  t h e y  e m a s c u la t e d  t h e  e s s e n c e  o f  

h i s  d i r e c t i v e s  - -  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e . A s  L iu  

S h a o - c h i  s a i d  i n  J u l y  5» 1963:

We must n o t  d e f i n e  t h e  c l a s s e s .  We must  i n v e s t i g a t e  
t h e  bad e l e m e n t s . . .  The p o l i c y  must g i v e  p e o p le  hope .  
The l a n d l o r d  have n o t  i n c u r e d  b l o o d  d e b t s .  They have  
be en  t a k i n g  p a r t  i n  l a b o r  f o r  t h e  p a s t  de ca d e  and 
more and h ave  r e f o r m e d  t h e m s e l v e s  p r o p e r l y . They may 
a l s o  change t h e i r  c l a s s  s t a t u s  . . .  C h i l d r e n  o f  l a n d ­
l o r d s  must be  judged  by t h e i r  own b e h a v i o r .  Marx had 
s a i d :  "The p r o c e s s  o f  f o r m in g  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t  i s  t h e
p r o c e s s  o f  t r a n s f o r m i n g  o t h e r  c l a s s e s . 1?

Even f u r t h e r ,  t h e y  t r i e d  t o  b l o c k  M ao 's  r a d i c a l  s u g g e s t i o n s

and  t o  p r e v e n t  him from r o c k i n g  t h e  b o a t  a g a i n  by i s o l a t i n g

him from d a i l y  s t a t e  a f f a i r s .  As Mao c o n f e s s e d  i n  1966.

" C a r r y in g  Out t h e  Four  C lean-Up L in e  Which I s  L e f t  
i n  Form and R ig h t  i n  S u b s t a n c e ,  and S a b o t a g i n g  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  
E d u c a t i o n  Movement," SCMM, No. 652 ( A p r i l  28, I 9 6 9 ) , pp .  32-39

^ ^ I b i d . , p .  3 5 .
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Now t h e r e  a r e  i n d e p e n d e n t  k ingdoms.  I  h ave  n o t  b e en  
c o n s u l t e d  on many t h i n g s . . .

Teng S h i a o - p i n g  was so  d e a f .  At each  m e e t i n g  he  u s e d  
t o  s i t  f a r  away f rom  me. S in c e  1 9 5 9 i he  h a s  n o t  
r e p o r t e d  t o  me f o r  s i x  y e a r s .

. . .  At t h e  t im e  t h e  2 3 - p o i n t  d e c i s i o n  was made, P e k in g  
h a d  no way to  cope w i t h  t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  n o r  had  t h e  
P a r t y  C e n t e r . . .  I  t h e n  f e l t  t h a t  P e k i n g  d i d  n o t  c a r r y  
o u t  my s u g g e s t i o n s .  Why was t h e  c r i t i c i s m  a g a i n s t  Wu 
Han n o t  i n i t i a t e d  i n  P e k in g ?  Why was i t  s t a r t e d  i n  
S h a n g h a i?  Because  nobody i n  P e k in g  was w i l l i n g  to  
s t a r t  i t . l "

Mao a p p a r e n t l y  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  u n l e s s  some d r a s t i c  m e a su re s  were 

t a k e n  t o  e l i m i n a t e  a l l  t h e s e  r e n e g a d e s ,  t h e  t r i c k s  p l a y e d  by 

K h ru shchev  on S t a l i n  would b e  r e p l a y e d  by t h e s e  r e v i s i o n i s t s  

on him someday a f t e r  o r  ev en  b e f o r e  h i s  d e a t h .  T h i s  k i n d  o f  

f e a r  was r e v e a l e d  by o f f i c i a l  comments d u r i n g  t h e  G r e a t  P r o ­

l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n .

A f t e r  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  s o c i a l i s t  r e l a t i o n s  o f  
p r o d u c t i o n ,  t h e  S o v i e t  U nion  f a i l e d  t o  c a r r y  o u t  a  
p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  e a r n e s t .  Bour­
g e o i s  i d e o l o g y  r a n  r i f e ,  c o r r u p t i n g  t h e  m inds  o f  t h e  
p e o p l e  and a lm o s t  i m p e r c e p t i b l y  u n d e rm in in g  t h e  
s o c i a l i s t  r e l a t i o n s  o f  p r o d u c t i o n .  A f t e r  t h e  d e a t h  
o f  S t a l i n ,  t h e r e  was a  more b l a t a n t  c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o ­
n a r y  m ou ld ing  o f  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  by K h ru shchev  
r e v i s i o n i s t  g ro u p .  And t h i s  g roup  so o n  a f t e r w a r d s  
s t a g e d  i t s  " p a l a c e "  coup to  s u b v e r t  t h e  d i c t a t o r s h i p  
o f  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t  an d  u s u r p e d  P a r t y ,  m i l i t a r y  and 
governm en t  power.

B o u r g e o i s  i d e a s  s p r e a d i n g  unchecked  i n e v i t a b l y  
l e a d s  t o  t h e  . . .  em ergence  o f  such r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
o f  t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e  a s  K h rush ch ev ,  who w i l l  s e i z e  
p o l i t i c a l  power t h r o u g h  a  " p a l a c e "  coup o r  a  m i l i t a r y  
coup o r  a  c o m b in a t io n  o f  b o t h .  I f  t h e  d i c t a t o r s h i p  o f  
p r o l e t a r i a t  i s  t o  be  c o n s o l i d a t e d . . .  t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l

1 O
"C hairm an Mao on t h e  Q u e s t i o n  o f  L iu  Teng-Tao,"  

SCMM, No. 651  ( A p r i l  22, I 9 6 9 ) ,  p .  1.
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r o o t s  o f  r e v i s i o n i s m  must  be  p u l l e d  o u t  c o m p l e t e l y , 
and  th e  r o o t s . . .  o f  Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  Thought  must be 
f i r m l y  i m p l a n t e d . 19

However,  a t  t h e  same t i m e ,  Mao was k e e n l y  aware  t h a t ,

due to  t h e  h a r s h  r e a l i t y ,  he  c o u l d  n o t  g e t  a s c e n d a n c y  o v e r  h i s

o p p o n e n t s  by c h a l l e n g i n g  them on s u b s t a n t i v e  p o l i c y  i s s u e s ,  he

t u r n e d  t h e  s t r u g g l e  i n s t e a d  t o  t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  l e v e l .  T h is

m igh t  be  t h e  r e a s o n ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  C ha lm ers  J o h n s o n ,  why Mao

"was l i v i n g  i n  an  e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  u n i v e r s e ,  one d om ina ted
20by M arx ism -Len in ism  and S i n o - S o v i e t  d i s p u t e . "

Mao ' s S t r a t e g y  o f  t h e  P r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  

G re a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n

The s t r a t e g y  l e d  Mao’ s way t o  t h e  f i n a l  showdown w i th

h i s  r e v i s i o n i s t  o p p o n e n ts  was shrewd and  f o x y .  I t  combined,

a l o n g  w i t h  v i g i l a n c e  and p e r s e v e r a n c e ,  a m b i g u i ty  and d e c e p t i o n .

As P a r r i s  Chang o b s e r v e d :

When s i t u a t i o n s  w ere  u n f a v o r a b l e ,  b e f o r e  he  c o u ld  be 
c e r t a i n  o f  v i c t o r y ,  Mao would t e m p o r i z e ,  w a i t  f o r  
" s u i t a b l e  c l i m a t e  and s o i l , "  and  a v o i d  h a s t y  a c t i o n .  
B eh ind  t h e  s c e n e ,  how ever ,  Mao c a r e f u l l y  p r e p a r e d  t h e  
g ro u nd  f o r  a  d e c i s i v e  a s s a u l t -  he  form ed  t h e  c o a l i t i o n  
and  r e c r u i t e d  p o l i t i c a l  a l l i e s  . . .  and o r g a n i z e d  h i s  
s u p p o r t e r s  i n t o  a c t i o n .  H i s  t a c t i c s  o f  " d i v i d e  and 
r u l e "  and " t a k e  one a t  a  t im e"  k e p t  h i s  t a r g e t s  p o l i ­
t i c a l l y  i s o l a t e d  and  p r e v e n t e d  t h e n  from t a k i n g  c o n ­
c r e t e  a c t i o n .  Such c l e v e r  m aneuvers  o f t e n  m i s l e d  h i s  
o p p o n e n ts  and k e p t  them i n  d a rk  a s  t o  h i s  t r u e  i n t e n t ,

1 9 Red F l a g  E d i t o r i a l ,  "Long L iv e  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  
C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n , "  P e k in g  R ev iew , No. 25 ( Ju n e  17 ,  1 9 6 6 ) ,  
p .  8. Emphasis  a dded .

20 C halm ers  J o h n s o n ,  "The Two C h in e s e  R e v o l u t i o n s , "
The C hina  Q u a r t e r l y ,  No. 39 ( J u l y - S e p t e m b e r , 1 9 6 9 ) , p .  22.
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t h u s  e n a b l i n g  him t o  c o n c e n t r a t e  h i s  s t r e n g t h  to  
s t r i k e  a t  them one by o n e . 21

Mao b e l i e v e d  a l l  h i s  l i f e  t h a t  " p o l i t i c a l  power grows

o u t  o f  t h e  b a r r e l  o f  a  g u n . "  But  t h e  new s i t u a t i o n  made him

a l s o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e  pen  had  e q u a l  i m p o r t a n c e  i n  e l i m i n a t i n g

h i s  enem ies  w i t h i n  t h e  P a r t y .  As he  s a i d  i n  1962;

To o v e r th r o w  a  p o l i t i c a l  power,  i t  i s  a lw ays  n e c e s s a r y ,  
f i r s t  o f  a l l ,  t o  c r e a t e  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n ,  t o  do work i n  
t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  s p h e r e .  T h is  i s  t r u e  f o r  t h e  r e v o l u ­
t i o n a r y  c l a s s  a s  w e l l  a s  f o r  t h e  c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r y
c l a s s .2 2

T h e r e f o r e ,  Mao worked t o  g a i n  s u p p o r t  o f  b o t h  t h e  gun 

and  t h e  p e n  b e f o r e  he l a u n c h e d  h i s  o v e r a l l  a t t a c k .

Get H o ld  Of The Gun

I n  m i l i t a r y  r e a l m ,  b e c a u s e  o f  h i s  s u c c e s s f u l  m an i­

p u l a t i o n  o f  f a c t i o n a l  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s ,  Mao had  won t e m p o r a r i l y  

f u l l h e a r t e d  s u p p o r t  o f  L in  P i a o .  Under L i n ' s  command, t h e  

P e o p l e ' s  L i b e r a t i o n  Army, i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  i n t e n s i v e  and 

c o n t i n u o u s  p o l i t i c a l  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  movement u n d e r  t h e  s l o g a n  

o f  " c r e a t i v e  s tu d y  and a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  T h o u g h t ,"

l a u n c h e d  a  n a t i o n w i d e  mass campaign  o f  t h e  whole  n a t i o n  to
23l e a r n  from t h e  P e o p l e ' s  L i b e r a t i o n  Army" i n  e a r l y  1964.

21P a r r i s  H. Chang,  Power and  P o l i c y  i n  C h i n a , p .  175-
22

Quoted from " D e c i s i o n  o f  t h e  C e n t r a l  Committee o f  
t h e  C h inese  Communist P a r t y  C o n c e rn in g  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  
C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n , "  P e k in g  Rev iew , No. 33 (A ugus t  12,  I 9 6 6 ) ,
P • ^ • 2 3

' ' ^People 's  D a i l y ,  F e b r u a r y  1 ,  1964; John  G i t t i n g s ,
"The L ea rn  from t h e  Army Campaign,"  The C h ina  Q u a r t e r l y  
( A p r i l - J u n e ,  1 9 6 4 ) ,  pp.  153-159-
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F o l lo w in g  t h e  cam paign ,  a ne tw ork  o f  p o l i t i c a l  work d e p a r t ­

m e n t s ,  s t a f f e d  l a r g e l y  by m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r s ,  was e s t a b l i s h e d  

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s o c i a l ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  e c o n o m ic a l  and e d u c a t i o n a l  

o r g a n s  a t  a l l  l e v e l s .  T h is  m easure  e n a b l e d  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  

L i b e r a t i o n  Army t o  e x t e n d  i t s  i n f l u e n c e  i n t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  

o f  t h e  governm ent  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  P a r t y .  The o t h e r  c r u c i a l  

e v e n t  which e n a b l e d  Mao and L in  t o  h o l d  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  L i b e r a ­

t i o n  Army f o r  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  d o m e s t i c  p u rg e  was t h e i r  v i c t o r y  

i n  t h e  d e b a t e  o v e r  Communist C h i n a ' s  r o l e  i n  t h e  Vietnam w ar .  

D u r in g  19^5.  when t h e  e s c a l a t i o n  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  m i l i t a r y  

in v o lv e m e n t  i n  V ie tnam  s e r i o u s l y  t h r e a t e n e d  Communist C h i n a ' s  

s e c u r i t y  and c h a l l e n g e d  Mao's  p o s i t i o n  o f  s u p p o r t i n g  w or ld  

r e v o l u t i o n ,  an  i n t e n s e  a rgument  a r o s e  w i t h i n  t h e  P a r t y .  S u p e r ­

f i c i a l l y  i t  was a  d e b a t e  o v e r  p e a c e  and  war;  i n  e s s e n c e ,  i t  

was a  c o n t r o v e r s y  o v e r  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  w h e t h e r  t h e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  o r  t h e  S o v i e t  Union s h o u ld  be  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  p r im a r y  

enemy a t  t h e  t i m e .  One f a c t i o n ,  r e p r e s e n t e d  by Lo J u i - c h i n g ,  

t h e  C h i e f  o f  G e n e r a l  S t a f f ,  w i t h  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  L iu  S h a o - c h i ,  

a d v o c a t e d  a c t i v e  i n t e r v e n t i o n  t o  d e f e a t  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

i m p e r i a l i s t s  t h r o u g h  u n i t e d  a c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  S o v i e t  Union.  The 

o t h e r ,  h ead ed  by L in  P ia o  and back e d  by Mao, f a v o r e d  a  p e o p l e ' s  

war  s t r a t e g y  w hich  would f o r e g o  d i r e c t  m i l i t a r y  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  

w i t h  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  u n l e s s  C h ina  was a t t a c k e d .  The l a t t e r

pZi
" P o l i t i c a l  Work I s  t h e  L i f e l i n e  o f  A l l  Work," Red 

F l a g  (March 31» 1964) ;  P e o p l e ' s  Da i l y , May 1 8 ,  1 9 6 3 .
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faction firmly refuted Lo's suggestion of reconciliation with 
the Soviet Union believing that the modern revisionists were 
even more dangerous than U.S. imperialists. Mao and Lin won 
the battle. Lo Jui-ching was purged and Lin Piao's subordi­
nate Yang Cheng-wu succeeded him as acting Chief of General
S t a f f .  I n  Ju n e  I 9 6 6 , Pu T s u n g - p i , a  l o n g  t im e  a i d e  to  Yang,

2<was appointed to take over Command of the Peking Garrison. 
Therefore, before Mao unleashed his little revolutionary gene­
rals, he generally could hold the People's Liberation Army 
as his obedient weapon against his opponents, at least at the 
central level.

The significance of this crucial debate in the subse­
quent domestic power struggle was clear. Had Lo Jui-ching 
won. Communist China's primary enemy at that time would have 
been the United States, and a reconciliation with the Soviet 
Union for united action in Vietnam would have been expected. 
Furthermore, in effective preparation for the confrontation 
with the United States imperialists, all the existing domestic 
pragmatic policies would have been justified as indispensable. 
In such case, Mao would lose all bases to launch a large scale 
purge. But Mao won. Ironically, with the cooperation of 
President Johnson's limited Vietnam war policy?^ Mao not only

M ich ae l  Yahuda,  "K re m l in o lo g y  and t h e  C h in e s e  S t r a ­
t e g i c  D eb a te ,  1 9 6 5 - 6 6 , "  The C h in a  Q u a r t e r l y , No. 49 ( J a n u a r y -  
March, 1 9 7 2 ) ,  pp .  3 2 -7 5 ;  U r i  R a 'a n a n ,  " P e k i n g ' s  F o r e i g n  P o l i c y  
' D e b a t e , '  I 9 6 5 - I 9 6 6 ," and  Donald  S. Z a g o r i a ,  "The S t r a t e g i c  
Debate  i n  P e k i n g , "  i n  C h in a  i n  C r i s i s , Tang Tsou,  e d . .  Vol.  I I  
(C h icago :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C h icago  P r e s s ,  I 9 6 8 ) , pp .  2 3 -71 ,  237-
2 6 8 ; S t a n l e y  Karnow, Mao and C h i n a , pp .  150-151-

^ ^ S t a n l e y  Karnow, i b i d . , p .  152.
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could reserve the People's Liberation Army to employ at a 
crucial point to defeat his domestic enemies, but also could 
manipulate public anti-Soviet feeling, both ideologically and 
patriotically, to support his oppressive measures.

Creation of Public Opinion

In the creation of public opinion, Mao's strategy to 
whip up the sentiments and feelings inimical to his opponents 
was very clear with the benefit of hindsight, but was ambiguous 
to his opponents and outside observers at the beginning.

Escalation of Sino-Soviet Disputes

In addition to the nationwide political indoctrination 
sponsored by the People's Liberation Army and the Socialist 
Education Campaign, both designed to strengthen the cultiva­
tion of Mao's personality cult and to recover public confidence 
in the infallibility of Mao's wisdom which had been greatly 
damaged after the Great Leap Forward, Mao deliberately esca­
lated the Sino-Soviet disputes through the critism of Soviet 
revisionism to convince the Chinese public that his intended 
Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution would be an inevitable 
development of China's "genuine" communist revolution. The 
documents of his open polemics with the Soviet Union clearly 
indicated Mao's double-edged strategy of combating foreign 
revisionists to prevent revisionism at home. While he osten­
sibly attacked Khrushchev as "a negative example of world
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communist  movement,"  Mao a c t u a l l y  i n s i n u a t e d  t h a t  h i s  d o m es t ic

27o p p o n e n ts  were  K h r u s h c h e v i t e s . For  exam p le ,  i n  t h e  c o u r s e

o f  h i s  c r i t i c i s m  o f  K h ru sh ch e v ,  Mao a l s o  d i a g n o s e d  an  e q u a l l y

d a n g e ro u s  s i t u a t i o n  i n  C h in a  t h a t  had  d e v e l o p e d  s i n c e  1959•

I n  "On K h r u s h c h e v ' s  Phoney Communism and  I t s  H i s t o r i c a l  L es so n s

f o r  t h e  World - -  Comment on  t h e  Open L e t t e r  o f  t h e  C e n t r a l

Committee o f  t h e  C .P .S .U .  ( 9 ) , ' '  made t h e  p o i n t  i n  t h i s  way:

I s  o u r  s o c i e t y  t o d a y  t h o r o u g h l y  c l e a n ?  No, i t  i s  n o t .  
C l a s s e s  and c l a s s  s t r u g g l e  s t i l l  r e m a in ,  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  
o f  t h e  o v e r th r o w n  r e a c t i o n a r y  c l a s s e s  p l o t t i n g  a  come­
back  s t i l l  c o n t i n u e  . . .  T here  a r e  a l s o  c a s e s  o f  
d e g e n e r a t i o n  i n  a  few p r im a r y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ;  what i s  
more,  t h e s e  d e g e n e r a t e s  do t h e i r  u t m o s t  t o  f i n d  p r o ­
t e c t o r s  and a g e n t s  i n  t h e  h i g h e r  l e a d i n g  b o d i e s .  We 
s h o u ld  n o t  i n  t h e  l e a s t  s l a k e n  o u r  v i g i l a n c e  a g a i n s t  
such  phenomenon b u t  must  ke ep  f u l l y  a l e r t . 28

I t  was o b v io u s  t h a t  t h e  p r o t e c t o r s  and a g e n t s  i n  t h e  h i g h e r

l e a d i n g  b o d i e s  were  L iu  S h a o - c h i  and h i s  f o l l o w e r s .

Along w i t h  t h e  e s c a l a t i o n  o f  S i n o - S o v i e t  d i s p u t e s ,

Mao p u r p o s e f u l l y  l a u n c h e d  a  n a t i o n w i d e  mass cam paign  o f  t r a i n -
29i n g  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s u c c e s s o r s  f rom t h e  y o u n g e r  g e n e r a t i o n .   ̂ M ao 's  

p u r p o s e  i n  t h i s  cam paign  c a n  be  c l e a r l y  u n d e r s t o o d  t h r o u g h  h i s

Seven L e t t e r s  Exchanged b e tw ee n  t h e  C e n t r a l  Committee 
o f  t h e  C .P .C .  and  t h e  C .P .S .U .  , "P e k i n g  R e v ie w , No. 19 (May 8, 
1 9 6 4 ) ,  pp .  7 -18 ;  "A P r o p o s a l  C o n c e rn in g  t h e  G e n e r a l  L in e  o f  t h e  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Communist Movement," P e k in g  R e v ie w , No. 30 ( J u l y  
26, 1 9 6 3 ) ,  p p .  1 0 -2 6 ;  "On K h r u s h c h e v ' s  Phoney Communism and 
I t s  H i s t o r i c a l  L e s s o n s  f o r  t h e  W o rld ,"  P e k i n g  R ev iew , No. 29 
( J u l y  1 7 , 1 9 6 4 ) ,  p .  7 -2 8 .pO

"On K h r u s h c h e v ' s  Phoney Communism," i b i d . , p .  24. 
Emphasis  added .

^ ^ P e o p l e ' s  D a i ly  E d i t o r i a l ,  " T r a i n i n g  M i l l i o n s  o f  
S u c c e s s o r s  t o  P r o l e t a r i a n  R e v o l u t i o n , "  P e k i n g  R e v ie w , No. 32 
(August  7,  1 9 6 4 ) ,  p p .  12-15*
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announced  c r i t e r i a  o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s u c c e s s o r s .  P a r t  o f

t h e  c r i t e r i a  were;

They must be g e n u in e  M a r x i s t - L e n i n i s t  and n o t  r e v i ­
s i o n i s t  l i k e  K hru shch ev  w e a r in g  t h e  c lo a k  o f  Marxism- 
L e n in is m .

They must be p r o l e t a r i a n  s t a t e s m e n . . .  t h e y  must 
e s p e c i a l l y  w a tch  o u t  f o r  c a r e e r i s t s  and c o n s p i r a t o r s  
l i k e  K hrushchev  and  p r e v e n t  such bad  e le m e n t s  f rom 
u s u r p i n g  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e  P a r t y  and Government 
a t  any l e v e l .

They must be  m odes t  and  p r u d e n t . . .  They must  n o t  
c o v e r  up t h e i r  e r r o r s  l i k e  K hrush ch ev ,  and c la im  
a l l  t h e  c r e d i t  f o r  t h e m s e lv e s  and s h i f t  a l l  t h e  
b lame on o t h e r s . 30

By o r g a n i z i n g  t h e  y o u n g s t e r s  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a c t u a l  c l a s s

s t r u g g l e  a t  a l l  p o l i t i c a l  l e v e l s  and e n c o u r a g i n g  them to
31r e v o l t  a g a i n s t  a u t h o r i t y , ^  t h i s  campaign p r o v e d  t o  be a 

p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y  s u c c e s s f u l  e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  t h e  i d e a l i s t i c ,  

p a t r i o t i c  and  i m p u l s iv e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  y o u th .  I t  n o t  

o n ly  s t i r r e d  up t h e  y o u n g s t e r ' s  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  f e r v o r  and a n t i ­

r e v i s i o n i s t  f e e l i n g ,  b u t  a l s o  paved t h e  way f o r  t h e  Red 

Guard movement a t  t h e  o u t s e t  o f  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  

R e v o l u t i o n .

C u l t u r a l  Reform

M ao 's  o t h e r  m easure  f o r  m old ing  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  was 

c u l t u r a l  r e f o r m .  B e g in n in g  i n  l a t e  1962,  Mao made g r e a t

I b i d . , pp .  13 -1 4 ;  "On K h r u s h c h e v ' s  Phoney Communism,"
i b i d . , pp .  2 6 - 2 7 .

3 1 " T r a i n i n g  M i l l i o n s  o f  S u c c e s s o r s  t o  P r o l e t a r i a n  
R e v o l u t i o n , "  i b i d . , p .  15
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e f f o r t s  to  r e c t i f y  t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  an d  c u l t u r a l  f i e l d s  where

t h e r e  had  e x i s t e d  a  " b l a c k  l i n e "  r u n n i n g  a g a i n s t  him s i n c e  t h e

f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  G r e a t  Leap Forward .  B u t  t h e  r e s u l t s  g e n e r a l l y

d id  n o t  meet h i s  w i s h .  As he s a i d  i n  a  s p e e c h  i n  June  1964:

I n  t h e  p a s t  15 y e a r s ,  t h e s e  ( l i t e r a r y  and a r t ]  a s s o ­
c i a t i o n s  and  most o f  t h e i r  p u b l i c a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  most 
p a r t  had  n o t  c a r r i e d  o u t  p o l i c i e s  o f  t h e  P a r t y  and 
had  a c t e d  a s  h ig h  and m igh ty  b u r e a u c r a t s . . .  I n  r e c e n t  -g 
y e a r s ,  t h e y  had  even  s l i d  to  t h e  v e r g e  o f  r e v i s i o n i s m . ^

I n  c o n c e r t  w i t h  t h e  e s c a l a t i o n  o f  t h e  S i n o - S o v i e t  d i s p u t e s ,

Mao, i n  t h e  same sp e e c h ,  f i r m l y  a s k e d  t h e  P a r t y  t h a t  s e r i o u s  

s t e p s  be  t a k e n  t o  rem old  a l l  o f  t h e s e  l i t e r a r y  and  a r t  a s s o ­

c i a t i o n s .  O t h e rw is e ,  he warned t h a t  " t h e y  w ere  bound a t  

some f u t u r e  d a t e  to  become g ro u p s  l i k e  t h e  H u n g a r ia n  P e t o f i  

C l u b . " ^ ^  T h e r e a f t e r ,  f rom J u l y  1964 t o  A ugus t  19^5 ,  a  r e l a ­

t i v e l y  th o r o u g h  r e c t i f i c a t i o n  cam paign  was c a r r i e d  o u t .  Most 

o f  t h e  r e v i s i o n i s t  v iew s  such a s  c l a s s  harmony and b o u r g e o i s  

humanism were w id e ly  a t t a c k e d .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  many l i t e r a r y  

f i g u r e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  n o t e d  communist  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  l i k e  T ie n  Han,
oh

Yang H an -sh en g  and Yang H s i e n - c h e n ,  were  s e r i o u s l y  c r i t i c i z e d . ^  

However,  i n  Mao 's  mind,  t h e  cam paign  s t i l l  had  n o t  gone f a r  

enough,  b e c a u s e  t h e  most n o t o r i o u s  r e v i s i o n i s t s  were  s p a r e d .

^ Quoted from " E s s e n t i a l  P o i n t s  f o r  P r o p a g a n d a  and 
E d u c a t i o n  i n  C o n n e c t io n  w i t h  t h e  G r e a t  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n , ” 
P e k in g  R ev iew , No. 29 ( J u l y  15 ,  1 9 6 6 ) ,  p .  17.

I b i d . , p .  17
^ ^ I b i d . , p .  l 6 ; Red F l a g  E d i t o r i a l ,  "Love L iv e  t h e  

G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n , "  P e k in g  R ev iew , No. 25 
( Ju n e  17 ,  1 9 6 6 ) .
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Thus,  i n  S ep tem ber  1965» a t  a  C e n t r a l  Committee  m e e t in g ,  Mao 

d i r e c t l y  s i n g l e d  o u t  Wu Han and h i s  p l a y  "The D i s m i s s a l  o f  

Hai J u i  from O f f i c e "  a s  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  b o u r g e o i s  and 

r e a c t i o n a r y  t h i n k i n g ,  and s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  i t  s h o u l d  be  p u b l i c l y  

c o n d e m n e d . ^  A l l  o f  M ao 's  op p o n e n ts  a t  t h e  m e e t in g  were  

o b v i o u s l y  a l a r m e d .  They im m e d ia te ly  d i s c e r n e d  t h a t  M ao 's  r e a l  

t a r g e t  was n o t  Wu Han, t h e  d ep u ty  mayor o f  P e k i n g ,  b u t  Wu's 

b o s s  Peng Chen. And t h e y  p r o b a b l y  were  a l s o  aware  o f  t h e  d i r e  

c o n se q u e n c e s  i f  Peng Chen was a t t a c k e d .  T h e r e f o r e ,  M ao 's  

demand met a u n i t e d  b o y c o t t .  I t  made Mao r e a l i z e  t h a t  h i s  su g -  

g e s t i o n s  c o u ld  n o t  be  im p lem en ted  i n  P e k i n g . ^  So he  was 

f o r c e d  t o  seek  s u p p o r t  e l s e w h e r e .  I n  S h a n g h a i ,  w i t h  t h e  a s s i s ­

t a n c e  o f  Mrs. Mao, an  a r t i c l e  "On t h e  New H i s t o r i c a l  Drama 

Hai J u i  D i s m i s s a l  f rom  O f f i c e , "  u n d e r  t h e  s i g n a t u r e  o f  Yao 

Wen-yuan, was f i n a l l y  p u b l i s h e d  i n  Wen Hui Pao on November 

10,  1 9 6 5 * I t  d i r e c t l y  a c c u s e d  Wu H a n ' s  p l a y  a s  a  " p o i s o n o u s  

weed ,"  which  v i c i o u s l y  a d v o c a te d  t h e  r e a c t i o n a r y  v iew s  o f  t h o s e  

who so u g h t  t o  d e m o l i s h  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  commune by f a v o r i n g  b o u r ­

g e o i s  economic p r o g r a m s .  Due to  Mao 's  a c t i v e  m a n e u v e r in g  

b e h in d  t h e  s c e n e ,  Y a o ' s  a r t i c l e  g r a d u a l l y  r e c e i v e d  g r e a t e r  

p u b l i c i t y  and  f i n a l l y  a r o u s e d  a n a t i o n w i d e  f e r v o r  o f  " c o u n t e r ­

a t t a c k  Wu Han and a h a n d f u l  o f  o t h e r  a n t i - P a r t y  e l e m e n t s  and

^ ^ " E s s e n t i a l  P o i n t s  f o r  P ropaganda  and  E d u c a t i o n  i n  
C o n n e c t io n  w i t h  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n , "
i b i d . ,  p .  1 8 .

^^"C ha irm an  Mao on t h e  Q u e s t io n  o f  L iu  T e n g - t a o , "
SCMM, No. 651 ( A p r i l  22 ,  I 9 6 9 ) ,  p .  1 .
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t h e i r  s u p p o r t e r s , "  I t  was d e s c r i b e d  by t h e  o f f i c i a l  news 

media;

(The a r t i c l e )  was t h e  o p e n in g  s h o t  i n  t h e  c r i t i c i s m  
o f  Wu Han and h i s  i l k . . .  R a p i d l y ,  and  w i th  i r r e s i s -  
t a b l e  power,  t h e  g r e a t  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  swept  f o r ­
ward and  a t t a i n e d  a  h i g h  t i d e  o f  u n p r e c e n d e n t e d  
m a g n i t u d e . 37

On June  3 ,  1956,  t h e  P e k in g  M u n ic ip a l  Committee o f

t h e  C h in ese  Communist P a r t y  was r e o r g a n i z e d .  Peng Chen and

h i s  f o l l o w e r s  were p u r g e d . T h e  M a o i s t s  f i n a l l y  r e c a p t u r e d

a l l  o f  t h e  news media  i n  t h e  C a p i t o l  t h a t  h ad  been  c o n t r o l l e d
39by t h e  b o u r g e o i s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f o r  so l o n g  a  t i m e . ^

As L in  P ia o  r e p e a t e d l y  a d v o c a t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  G r e a t

P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o lu t i o n :

The p en  and t h e  gun: t h e s e  a r e  t h e  two p r o p s  on
which one r e l i e s  i n  s e i z u r e  o f  p o l i t i c a l  power.  And 
i n  c a r r y i n g  o u t  s u b v e r s i v e  a c t i v i t i e s ,  t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e  
a l s o  g i v e s  f i r s t  p l a c e  t o  i d e o l o g y ,  f i r s t  o f  a l l ,  t o  
c o n f u s e  p e o p le  i d e o l o g i c a l l y .  A n o th e r  m easure  i s  to  
g e t  h o l d  o f  armed f o r c e s ,  t o  g e t  h o l d  o f  t h e  gun.  By 
c o - o r d i n a t i n g  t h e  c u l t u r a l  and  m i l i t a r y  f r o n t s  th e y  
hope t o  c o n t r o l  b o t h  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  and t h e  gun,  t h u s  
making i t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  them t o  s t a g e  a  c o u n t e r - r e v o l u ­
t i o n a r y  coup.^O

^ " E s s e n t i a l  P o i n t s  f o r  P rop ag an d a  and E d u c a t i o n  i n  
C o n n e c t io n  w i t h  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n , "  
i b i d . , p . 1 8 .

^ ^ P e o p l e ' s  D a i ly  E d i t o r i a l ,  "New V i c t o r y  f o r  Mao T se-  
t u n g ' s  T h o u g h t - - D e c i s i o n  o f  C .C .P .  C e n t r a l  Committee t o  r e o r ­
g a n i z e  t h e  P e k i n g  M u n ic ip a l  P a r t y  C o m m it te e ,"  P e k in g  Rev iew , 
No. 24 ( Ju n e  10 ,  1 9 6 6 ) , pp .  3-^«

^^I b i d . i "To Be P r o l e t a r i a n  R e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  o r  Bour­
g e o i s  R o y a l i s t s ? "  P e k in g  R ev iew , No. 24 ( J u n e  10,  I 9 6 6 ) , pp .  
1 4 -1 5 .

Quoted from Red F l a g  E d i t o r i a l ,  "The P r o l e t a r i a t  
Must Take a F i rm  Hold  o f  t h e  Gun," P e k i n g  R ev iew , No. 32 
(August  4 ,  1 9 6 7 ) ,  p .  3 9 '
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Now Mao c o u ld  g e t  h o l d  o f  b o t h  t h e  gun and p e n .  The days o f  

h i s  o p p o n e n t s ,  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  r e a d e r s  w i t h i n  t h e  P a r t y  o r  t h e  

C h in ese  K h ru sh ch e v s ,  were s u r e l y  numbered'.

C o n f l i c t  B e h a v i o r  o f  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  

C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n

From A ugus t  1 t o  12 ,  1?66 ,  Mao convened  t h e  E le v e n t h  

P l e n a r y  S e s s i o n  o f  t h e  E ig h t  C e n t r a l  Committee  o f  t h e  C hinese  

Communist P a r t y .  I n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  Plenum, two i m p o r t a n t  

d e c i s i o n s  were made. One was t h e  S i x t e e n - P o i n t  D e c i s i o n  con ­

c e r n i n g  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n .  The o t h e r  

was t h e  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  P o l i t b u r o .  I n  t h e  new P o l i t b u r o ,  

L iu  S h a o - c h i ,  Chou E n - l a i ,  Chu Teh and  Chen Yun were  demoted 

from t h e i r  p o s t  a s  v i c e  c h a i rm a n  o f  t h e  P a r t y .  L in  P ia o  was 

e l e v a t e d  t o  be Mao 's  o n ly  d e p u ty .  A l th o u g h  t h e  l e g a l  n a t u r e

o f  t h e  Plenum was q u e s t i o n a b l e ^ ^  and t h e  d e c i s i o n s  were  made
Ilo

o n ly  b y  a  m a r g i n a l  m a j o r i t y ,  i t  a d m i t t e d  M ao 's  p l a n  o f  t h e  

G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  and l e n t  l e g i t i m a c y  to  

h i s  l a r g e  s c a l e  p u r g e .

C h in ese  Communist P a r t y  C o n s t i t u t i o n  s t i p u l a t e d  
t h a t  on ly  t h e  P a r t y  C o n gress  h a s  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  make s t r u c -  

^ t u r a l  change  such  a s  t h e  number o f  v i c e  P a r t y  c h a i r m e n .  The 
' a t t e n d a n t s  o f  t h e  Plenum were unknown t o  o u t s i d e r s .  I n  a d d i ­
t i o n  t o  a l a r g e  number o f  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  t e a c h e r s  and  s t u d e n t s ,  
no m en t io n  was made i n  t h e  Plenum Communique o f  t h e  number o f  
t h e  members o f  t h e  CC who a t t e n d e d  t h e  Plenum. Tokyo World 
Weekly (No. 37 ,  1966) r e p o r t e d  t h a t  o n ly  46 p e r c e n t  o f  th e  
t o t a l  members a c t u a l l y  a t t e n d e d  t h e  Plenum.

h 2
Mao T s e - t u n g ,  "T a lk  t o  F o r e i g n  V i s i t o r s , "  Survey 

o f  C h in a  M ain land  P r e s s . No. 4200 ,  p .  2 .  ( L a t e r  r e f e r r e d  a s  
SCMP) .
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One week a f t e r  t h e  P lenum, on August  18 ,  Mao cerem o­

n i o u s l y  met a  m i l l i o n  o r g a n i z e d  young s t u d e n t s  a t  P e k in g  T ie n -  

anman S q u a re .  T h e r e a f t e r ,  a  s to rm  c a l l e d  t h e  Red Guard move­

ment shook t h e  whole c o u n t r y .  The e x c i t a b l e  y o u n g s t e r s  to ok  

v e r y  s e r i o u s l y  t h e i r  d e s i g n a t i o n  a s  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  

s u c c e s s o r s  who would n o t  succomb t o  t h e  " s u g a r - c o a t e d  b u l l e t s "  

o f  enemies  a t  home and a b r o a d .  Under t h e  s l o g a n  o f  s t r u g g l e  

a g a i n s t  o l d  i d e a s ,  c u l t u r e ,  c u s to m s  and h a b i t s ,  t h e y  rampaged 

a b o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y  t o  do a l m o s t  e v e r y t h i n g  t h e y  p l e a s e d .  They 

a t t a c k e d  e v e ry o n e ,  b o t h  c i v i l i a n  and  o f f i c i a l s ,  whom th e y  

t h o u g h t  to  be  r e a c t i o n a r i e s  o r  r e v i s i o n i s t s .  They b ro k e  i n t o  

e v e r y  p l a c e  to  d e s t r o y  o r  c o n f i s c a t e  a n y t h i n g  which th e y  th o u g h t  

to  be a n c i e n t ,  f o r e i g n ,  o r  b o u r g e o i s .  "To r e b e l  i s  j u s t i f i e d . ” 

The r e v o l u t i o n a r y  f i r e  was w i l d l y  k i n d l e d ,  and  t h e  whole 

c o u n t r y  was p lu n g e d  i n t o  s e r i o u s  t u m u l t .  " P o l i t i c a l  power 

grows o u t  o f  t h e  b a r r e l  o f  a g u n ."  Now, w i t h  t h e  gun b e h in d  

him, Mao was t r y i n g  t o  u se  t h e  m asses  t o  d e f e a t  h i s  enemy 

w i t h i n  t h e  P a r t y .  But  t h e  enemy w i t h i n  t h e  P a r t y ,  i n  some 

a s p e c t s ,  m igh t  be even  more t e n a c i o u s  t h a n  any enemy Mao had  

e n c o u n t e r e d  b e f o r e .  The m a s s e s  m igh t  n o t  be  a s  f a i t h f u l  and 

m anageab le  a s  t h e  gun.

( T ) o t a l i t a r i a n  l e a d e r s h i p  t e n d s  t o  o v e r e s t i m a t e  t h e  
b a s i s  o f  i t s  s t r e n g t h  and  t o  be  m i s l e d  by t h e  a p p e a r ­
a n c e s  o f  u n i v e r s a l  s u p p o r t  which i t  r e q u i r e s  from a l l  
t h e  c i t i z e n s  a s  t h e i r  norm al  e v e ry day  s t a n d a r d  o f  
b e h a v i o r .  Thus i t  may f a i l  t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  i t s  r e a l  
s u p p o r t  i s  d w in d l in g  away, u n t i l  t h e  v e ry  s t r u c t u r e  
o f  t h e  sys tem  b e g i n s  t o  crum ble  and c r a s h . ^3

^Zbign iew  K. B r z e z i n s k i ,  The Pe rm anen t  P u rge  (Cam­
b r i d g e :  H a rv a rd  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s  , "T 9 J5 y7 ~ p F 3 35 -T 5 T ~
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Thus,  a f i e r c e  power s t r u g g l e  a l o n g  w i t h  w i d e s p r e a d  s o c i a l  

d i s t u r b a n c e  b e g an .

S t r u g g l e  o f  Id e o lo g y

The S i x t e e n  P o i n t  D e c i s i o n  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e

o b j e c t i v e s  o f  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o lu t i o n  were;

t o  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  and  c r u s h  t h o s e  p e r s o n s  i n  a u t h o ­
r i t y  who a r e  t a k i n g  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  r o a d ;  t o  c r i t i c i z e  
and r e p u d i a t e  t h e  r e a c t i o n a r y  b o u r g e o i s  l i t e r a t u r e  
and i d e o l o g y :
to  t r a n s f o r m . . .  t h e  s u p e r s t r u c t u r e  t h a t  do n o t  c o r ­
r e s p o n d  t o  t h e  s o c i a l i s t  economic b a s e  so a s  t o  f a c i ­
l i t a t e  t h e  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  and  de v e lo p m e n t  o f  t h e  
s o c i a l i s t  sy s te m .

A c co rd in g  t o  t h i s  document ,  i t  was c l e a r  t h a t  t h e

G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  i n v o l v e d  two a s p e c t s :

one was t h e  s t r u g g l e  o f  i d e o l o g y ,  and t h e  o t h e r ,  t h e  s t r u g g l e

o f  s e i z i n g  p o l i t i c a l  power.  Though t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  d i s p u t e

m ig h t  be o n ly  a  " smoke s c r e e n , "  i t  p l a y e d  an  i m p o r t a n t  r o l e

th r o u g h o u t  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n .

I t  s e t s  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  g r a v i t y  o f  
t h e  a l l e g e d  o f f e n s e s  and i t  h e l p s  to  p l a c e  t h e  
d e v i a t o r s  f rom r e v e a l e d  t r u t h  i n  a  p o s i t i o n  o f  s o c i a l  
and p o l i t i c a l  o s t r a c i s m .  I n  a l l  c a s e s  t h e  e l i m i n a t i o n  
o f  " s i n n e r s , "  o f  " h e r e t i c s , "  f i n d  a r a t i o n a l e  i n  t h e  
d o c t r i n a l  c e r t a i n t y  p r o v i d e d  by  t h e  o f f i c i a l  code o f  
t h e  sy s te m .  And t h e  l e a d e r s h i p ' s  u n iq u e  monopoly on 
" t r u t h "  p e r m i t s  dogm at ic  c e n s u r e  o f  a c t i o n s  which o n ly  
y e s t e r d a y  m ig h t  have  b e e n  c a l l e d  m ost  o r th o d o x  and 
l o y a l .45

kZj,
" D e c i s i o n  o f  t h e  C e n t r a l  Committee  o f  t h e  C hinese  

Communist P a r t y  C o n c e rn in g  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  
R e v o l u t i o n , "  P e k i n g  R ev iew , No. 33 (August  1 2 ,  I 9 6 6 ) ,  pp .  4 -12 .

^■^Zbigniew K. B r z e z i n s k i ,  The P e rm an e n t  P u r g e , p .  33
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T h e o r e t i c a l l y ,  t h e  M a o i s t s  t r e a t e d  t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l

d i s p u t e s  a s  a  s t r u g g l e  b e tw ee n  two l i n e s ;  b u t  i t s  fu n d a m e n ta l

t a s k s  were t o  s t u d y  and a p p ly  Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  Thought  and l e t

Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  Thought  t o  t a k e  h o l d  o f  a l l  p o s i t i o n s .

The G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  i s  t o  
v i g o r o u s l y  d e s t r o y  b o u r g e o i s  i d e o l o g y  and e s t a b l i s h  
p r o l e t a r i a n  i d e a s .  To e s t a b l i s h  p r o l e t a r i a n  i d e a s  
i s  to  s p r e a d  Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  Thought e x t e n s i v e l y  and 
make Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  Thought  p e n e t r a t e  t h e  p e o p l e ' s  
minds s t i l l  f u r t h e r

The j u s t i f i c a t i o n  o f  g i v i n g  p ro m inence  t o  Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  

Thought  v a r i e d  i n  d i f f e r e n t  s i t u a t i o n s .  The c e n t r a l  p o i n t  was 

t h a t ,

P r e c i s e l y  b e c a u se  Comrade M ao-Tse- tung  i s  on a l l  
o c c a s i o n s  sup rem ely  s k i l l e d  a t  a p p l y i n g  M a r x i s t -  
L e n i n i s t  d i a l e c t i c a l  and h i s t o r i c a l  m a t e r i a l i s m  i n  
summing up t h e  new e x p e r i e n c e s  i n  a l l  k i n d s  o f  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s t r u g g l e s .  Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  Thought  
h a s  b e en  and  i s  t h e  s o l e  c o r r e c t  g u i d i n g  p r i n c i p l e  
i n  d i f f e r e n t  s t a g e s  o f  t h e  C h inese  r e v o l u t i o n  and 
a p o w e r fu l  i d e o l o g i c a l  weapon o f  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  t h e  
hands  o f  t h e  o p p r e s s e d  p e o p le  and o p p r e s s e d  n a t i o n s  
a g a i n s t  i m p e r i a l i s m ,  modern r e v i s i o n i s m  and  a l l  
r e a c t i o n a r i e s . ^ ?

Fo r  t h i s  r e a s o n ,  t h e  M a o is t s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h i s  s t r u g g l e

a f f e c t e d  n o t  o n ly  " t h e  d e s t i n y  and  f u t u r e "  o f  Communist C h in a ,
kfi

b u t  a l s o  " t h e  d e s t i n y  and f u t u r e  o f  w o r ld  r e v o l u t i o n . "  As 

t h e  o f f i c i a l  document  s t a t e d :

Red F la g  E d i t o r i a l ,  " V i c t o r i o u s l y  March Forward  
A long t h e  Road o f  Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  T h o u g h t ,"  P e k in g  R e v ie w , No. 
35 (August  2 6 , 1 9 6 6 ) ,  p .  18 .

^^The P e o p l e ' s  D a i ly  E d i t o r i a l ,  "Long L iv e  Mao T se -  
t u n g ' s  T h o u g h t ,"  P e k in g  Rev iew , No. 27 ( J u l y  1 ,  I 9 6 6 ) , p .  5-

^°Red F l a g  E d i t o r i a l ,  "Long L iv e  t h e  P r o l e t a r i a n  
C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n , "  P e k in g  R ev iew , No. 25 ( Ju n e  17,  1 9 6 6 ) , 
p .  7 .
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The f i r s t  s o c i a l i s t  c o u n t r y ,  t h e  S o v i e t  Union ,  was 
d ra g g e d  by K hrushchev  r e v i s i o n i s m  on to  t h e  road  
o f  c a p i t a l i s m .  Now a l l  t h e  o p p r e s s e d  p e o p le  and 
o p p r e s s e d  n a t i o n s  o f  t h e  whole w o r ld  p l a c e d  t h e i r  
h o p e s  on t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  New C h i n a . . .  Our P a r t y  
h a s  become t h e  b a s e  o f  t h e  w o r ld  r e v o l u t i o n .  Our 
P a r t y  h a s  become t h e  s t a n d a r d  b e a r e r  o f  t h e  w o r ld  
r e v o l u t i o n .  Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  Thought i s  t h e  beac o n  
o f  t h e  w o r ld  r e v o l u t i o n .  I f  t h e s e  a n t i - P a r t y  and 
a n t i - s o c i a l i s t  e l e m e n t s  made C hina  change i t s  c o l o r  
who c a n  say  how many more o f  t h e  o p p r e s s e d  p e o p le  
i n  a l l  c o u n t r i e s  would d i e ,  how many much more 
s u f f e r i n g  t h e y  would have  to  e n d u re ,  and by how 
many y e a r s  t h e  v i c t o r y  o f  t h e  w o r ld  r e v o l u t i o n  
would  be d e l a y e d . 49

T h e r e f o r e ,  Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  Thought  was c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  s o u l  o f

t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  t h a t  m ust  be a p p l i e d

a s  t h e  s o l e  c r i t e r i o n  o f  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw een  r i g h t  and

wrong,  r e v o l u t i o n  and a n t i - r e v o l u t i o n .

Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  Thought  i s  t h e  y a r d s t i c k  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  
t h e  g e n u in e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  from t h e  sham r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
and t h e  c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r y ,  t h e  M a r x i s t - L e n i n i s t  
f rom th e  r e v i s i o n i s t .  Anyone who opposes  Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  
T hough t ,  now o r  i n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  w i l l  be a  m o r t a l  enemy 
o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  and t h e  p e o p le  and w i l l  be condemned 
by t h e  whole  P a r t y  and denounced by th e  whole  n a t i o n . 50

The d i f f e r e n c e s  b e tw e e n  t h e  two l i n e s  i n  s u b s t a n t i a l

i s s u e s  c o u l d  be summarized a s  T a b le  1 .

The m a jo r  t e c h n i q u e  Mao employed i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  t h e

i d e o l o g i c a l  s t r u g g l e  was t h e  " e x t e n s i v e  democracy u n d e r  t h e

l e a d e r s h i p  o f  P r o l e t a r i a t . "  I t  meant  " m o b i l i z i n g  h u n d re d s  o f

m i l l i o n s  o f  p e o p le  u n d e r  t h e  command o f  Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  Thought

t o  l a u n c h  a  g e n e r a l  a t t a c k  on t h e  enem ies  o f  s o c i a l i s m  and .

hg
" E s s e n t i a l  P o i n t s  f o r  P ro p a g an d a  and E d u c a t i o n  i n  

C o n n e c t in g  w i t h  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n , "  
P e k in g  R ev ie w , No. 29 ( J u l y  15 ,  I 9 6 6 ) , pp .  20-21 .

^^The P e o p l e ' s  D a i ly  E d i t o r i a l ,  "Long L iv e  Mao T se-  
t u n g ' s  T h o u g h t , "  P e k in g  R e v ie w , No. 27 ( J u l y  1 ,  I 9 6 6 ) , p .  8 .



Category

Philosophy

Politics

ocm

Economy

Literature

Education

Military

Foreign
Affairs

TABLE 1 
CONFLICT ISSUES*

Mao's Radicalism Liu's Pragmatism Mao's Criticism of 
Liu's Pragmatism

One divides into two Two combines into one

Permanent class 
struggle.
Reformation of Party 
and bureaucracy 
through mass move­
ment .

Politics taking 
command.
Collectivization and 
self-reliance.
Political Guidance

Egalitarian

Politics taking com­
mand. People's War. 
Self-reliance.
Militant

Dying out of class 
struggle.
Assertion of Party 
leadership. 
Rectification based 
on solving practical 
problems.
Material incentives. 
Emphasis on differen­
tiation and 
technology.

Liberalization

Specialization
Modernization. 
Technology first.

Peaceful coexistence

Revisionism, bourgeois 
world outlook.

The same approach Khru­
shchev used in usurping 
the leadership of Party 
and state in Russia.

Restoration of capitalism.

Preparing public opin­
ion for a Khrushchevite 
counter-revolutionary 
coup.
Bourgeois, revisionism.
Revisionist and 
reactionary.

Three capitulations and 
one extinction. Three 
Reconciliations and one 
reduction.**

Material source of this Table see Appendix I.

Three capitulations and one extinction: Capitulation to the imperialists
modern revisionists and reactionaries of different countries, and stamping out 
of the flames of revolution around the world. Three reconciliations and one 
reduction: Peaceful relations with the imperialists, reactionaries and modern
revisionists, reduction of assistance and support to the revolutionary struggle 
of other peoples.



59
a t  t h e  same t im e ,  c r i t i c i z e  and  s u p e r v i s e  l e a d i n g  o r g a n s  and

l e a d i n g  c a d r e s  a t  a l l  l e v e l s . "  I t  was o b v io u s  t h a t  t h i s  so

c a l l e d  " e x t e n s i v e  democracy" was o n ly  a  "m eans ,"  n o t  an  " e n d ,"

and i t  was c o n d i t i o n e d  o n ly  by s u b m i t t i n g  t o  M ao 's  p e r s o n a l  w i l l ,

As was p o i n t e d  o u t :

Chairman Mao t e a c h e s  u s :  "Democracy som etim es  seems
to  be a n  end ,  b u t  i t  i s  i n  f a c t  o n ly  a  m eans ."  What 
we aim t o  a c h i e v e  by means o f  e x t e n s i v e  democracy i s  
t h e  c a r r y i n g  o u t  o f  t h e  g r e a t  p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n  and t h e  deve lopm ent  o f  t h e  c a u s e  o f  s o c i a ­
l i s m .  I f  we d e p a r t  f rom t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  p r o l e ­
t a r i a t  and o t h e r  l a b o r i n g  p e o p l e ,  f rom  s o c i a l i s m  and 
from t h e  p r o l e t a r i a n  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l i n e  r e p r e s e n t e d  
by Chairman Mao, we s h a l l  n o t  be a b l e  t o  have e x t e n ­
s i v e  p r o l e t a r i a n  democracy ,  and  t h e  r e s u l t  c an  on ly  
be t h e  o p p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  m asses  by a  
s m a l l  number o f  p e r s o n s . 51

T h e r e f o r e ,  l i k e  a l l  o t h e r  d i c t a t o r s  have  done i n  h i s t o r y ,  Mao's
" e x t e n s i v e  democracy" f o r  c o n d u c t i n g  h i s  i d e o l o g i c a l  s t r u g g l e

was i n  s u b s t a n c e  a  " h a t e  c am pa ign ."  As B r z e z i n s k i  o b s e r v e d :

The " h a t e  campaign" i s  h i g h l y  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  modern 
t o t a l i t a r i a n  r e g i m e s . . .  a l l  p r o b l e m s ,  a l l  d i s s a t i s ­
f a c t i o n s  and  t e n s i o n s  im m e d ia te ly  become i s s u e s  w i t h  
which t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  must  be v i t a l l y  c o n c e r n e d .  Hence 
i t  t r i e s  t o  a n t i c i p a t e  h o s t i l i t y  so t h a t  i t  c an  cope 
w i t h  i t .  I t  must  c r e a t e  a r t i f i c i a l  o u t l e t s  w i t h i n  
t h e  s t a t e  f o r  t h e  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  which i n e v i t a b l y  
d e v e l o p s . . .  I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  . . .  t h a t  p u rg e  
p r o v o k e s  a  somewhat f a v o r a b l e  p o p u l a r  r e s p o n s e  when 
d i r e c t e d  a g a i n s t  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  and p a r t y  p e r s o n n e l .

Because  o f  Mao 's  s u c c e s s f u l  m a n i p u l a t i o n  o f  t h i s  s i t u ­

a t i o n ,  w h i l e  t h e  f i r e  o f  t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  was o f f i c i a l l y

^ P e o p l e ' s  D a i ly  and Red F l a g  E d i t o r i a l ,  "C a rry  t h e  
G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  Through t o  t h e  End,"  
P e k in g  R ev iew , No. 1 ( J a n u a r y  1 ,  I 9 6 7 ) , p .  13 

cp Z b ign iew  K. B r z e z i n s k i ,  The Pe rm anen t  P u r g e , pp .
33-3^.
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k i n d l e d ,  t h e  v i o l e n c e  q u i c k l y  submerged t h e  whole  c o u n t r y  

even  beyond M ao 's  e x p e c t a t i o n .  Numerous d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  a g a i n s t  

" c a p i t a l i s t  r e a d e r s "  were  s t a g e d  by e n t h u s i a s t i c  m asses  w i t h  

d i f f e r e n t  m o t i v a t i o n s .  A l l  r e a l  o r  im ag ined  r e a c t i o n a r y  o r  

a n t i - r e v o l u t i o n a r y  e l e m e n t s  w i t h i n  t h e  P a r t y  and government  

were d rag g ed  o u t  f o r  mass judgem en t ,  r a n g i n g  from p u b l i c  humi­

l i a t i o n  such  a s  s t r u g g l e  m e e t i n g s ,  p u b l i c  t i r a i s ,  p a r a d e s  w i t h  

d u n c e ' s  c a p s  and a t t a c k s  by b i g  c h a r a c t e r  p o s t e r s ,  t o  p e r s o n a l  

t o r t u r e  such  a s  f o r c e d  s e l f - c r i t i c i s m .  Kangaroo c o u r t s ,  and 

p h y s i c a l  i n j u r i e s .  Some o f  t h e  v i c t i m s  who c o u ld  n o t  b e a r  

t h e  t o r t u r e  com m it ted  s u i c i d e .  Most o f  them s u f f e r e d  

r e p u g n a n t l y .

T h is  i d e o l o g i c a l  " h a t e  campaign" a g a i n s t  d o m es t ic  

o p p o n e n ts  was f u r t h e r  i n t e n s i f i e d  and j u s t i f i e d  by c o n n e c t i n g  

them w i t h  p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y  c r e a t e d  e x t e r n a l  e n em ie s .  "The 

e x t e r n a l  f o e  i s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  i n t e r n a l  f r i e n d  o f  t h e  t o t a l i -  

t a r i a n  d i c t a t o r . B e c a u s e  so c a l l e d  r e v i s i o n i s m  and c a p i ­

t a l i s m  were  l o g i c a l l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  f o r e i g n  i m p e r i a l i s t s ,  

and C h i n a ' s  g r i e v a n c e s  i n  t h e  p a s t  s e m i c o l o n i a l  t im e  c o u ld  be 

e a s i l y  m a n i p u l a t e d  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  c l o s e d  Communist C h in e s e  

s o c i e t y ,  t h e  " e x t e n s i v e  democracy" was c a r r i e d  o u t  w i th  a 

p u r p o s e f u l  c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  b l i n d  h a t r e d  f o r  i m p e r i a l i s t s .  At 

t h e  h e i g h t  o f  t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n ,  i n  A p r i l  1 9 6 7 , Chi 

P e n -y u ,  a  young r a d i c a l  i n  t h e  C e n t r a l  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  

Group,  whom Mao had  a p p r a i s e d  so h i g h  t h e n ,  p u b l i s h e d  an  a r t i c l e

^% b i d . , p .  34
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" P a t r i o t i s m  o r  N a t io n a l  B e t r a y a l — C r i t i c i s m  on t h e  F i lm  o f  

t h e  I n s i d e  S t o r y  o f  t h e  C hing  C our t"  which a p p e a r e d  i n  most  

o f  Communist C h i n a ' s  i m p o r t a n t  news m ed ia .  I n  t h e  a r t i c l e  

t h e  Boxer (Yi Ho-tuan)  U p r i s i n g  o f  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  

which  C h in e s e  h i s t o r i a n s  had  condemned, was f u l l h e a r t e d l y  

p r a i s e d .

I n  h i s  g r e a t  w orks ,  Chairm an Mao h i g h l y  a p p r a i s e s  t h e  
Yi H o - tu a n  and e x t o l s  i t s  h e r o i c  d e e d s  a g a i n  and  a g a i n .
He r e g a r d s  Yi H o - tu a n  movement a s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  s t a g e  
i n  t h e  development  o f  C h i n a ' s  b o u r g e o i s  d e m o c r a t i c  
r e v o l u t i o n . 5^

He r e g a r d e d  t h e  f i l m  I n s i d e  S t o r y  o f  t h e  C h ing  C o u r t , which

condemned t h e  B oxers ,  a s  r e a c t i o n a r y  and a l l e g e d  t h a t  i t  was

s u p p o r t e d  from b e h in d  by a  h a n d f u l  o f  r e v i s i o n i s t s .

But  t h e  r e a c t i o n a r y  and t h o r o u g h l y  t r a i t o r o u s  f i l m ,
I n s i d e  S to ry  o f  t h e  Ching C o u r t ,  p r a i s e d  by a h a n d f u l  
o f  c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r y  r e v i s i o n i s t s  and t h e  t o p  
P a r t y  p e r s o n  i n  a u t h o r i t y  t a k i n g  c a p i t a l i s t  r o a d  
s u p p o r t i n g  them from b e h i n d ,  e x p r e s s e s  a  d e e p - r o o t e d  
c l a s s  h a t r e d  f o r  t h e  a n t i - i m p e r i a l i s t  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
mass movement o f  t h e  Yi H o - tu a n ,  and  does  i t s  b e s t  
t o  defame and s l a n d e r  i t .  The f i l m  p o r t r a y s  t h e  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  a c t i o n  o f  Yi H o - tu a n  a g a i n s t  i m p e r i a l i s m  
a s  a  s o r t  o f  b a r b a r o u s  t u r m o i l . I t  t r i e s  i t s  u tm o s t  
t o  smear t h e  Yi H o - t u a n ,  m a l i c i o u s l y  a t t a c k i n g  i t  a s  
"mad mobs" who "com m it ted  murder  and  a r s o n , "  and a s  
" i g n o r a n t  p e o p le "  who engaged i n  " w i t c h c r a f t . "  55

T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e s e  r e v i s i o n i s t s  were  l a b e l e d  a s  o u t r a g e o u s l y

a n t i - C h a i r m a n  Mao.

Chairman Mao t e a c h e s  u s  t h a t  b e f o r e  t h e  w i l d  b e a s t s  
o f  i m p e r i a l i s m  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p e o p le  m ust  n o t  show 
t h e  s l i g h t e s t  t i m i d i t y .  But i n  t h e  e y e s  o f  t h e  
s c e n a r i s t  and t h o s e  who p r a i s e d  t h e  f i l m ,  t h e r e  i s  
no a l t e r n a t i v e  b u t  t o  s u r r e n d e r  h e l p l e s s l y  t o  i m p e r i a ­
l i s t  a g g r e s s i o n — a l l  t h i s  i s  naked n a t i o n a l  c a p i t u l a t i o n ,  
t h e  p h i lo s o p h y  o f  t r a i t o r s . 5 &

^ b i d .
56

I b i d . , p .  7 .
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The r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  " h a t e  campaign" a g a i n s t  i m p e r i a ­

l i s m  was c l e a r l y  r e v e a l e d  i n  Red Guards w i l d  a c t i o n s  o f  

b e a t i n g  p r i e s t s ,  b u r n i n g  c h u r c h e s  and  f o r e i g n  d i p l o m a t i c  

b u i l d i n g s .  And i t s  i n f l u e n c e  on Communist C h i n a ' s  f o r e i g n  

b e h a v i o r  was p r o f o u n d .  ( F o r  d e t a i l s  s e e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

c h a p t e r ) .

S t r u g g l e  o f  S e i z i n g  Power

The p r o c e s s  o f  s e i z i n g  power was n o t  o n ly  v i o l e n t  b u t  

a l s o  c o m p l i c a t e d .  I t  was a  c o n f l i c t  n o t  o n l y  b e tw e e n  t h e  

M a o is t  c o a l i t i o n  an d  i t s  o p p o n e n ts ,  b u t  a l s o  w i t h i n  t h e  M ao is t  

c o a l i t i o n  i t s e l f .  I t  was n o t  on ly  a  f a c t i o n a l  c o n f l i c t  a t  

t h e  c e n t r a l , b u t  a l s o  a t  t h e  l o c a l  l e v e l s  which  p a r t l y  was 

f e r m e n te d  by t h e  c e n t r a l  e l i t e s  o f  c e r t a i n  f a c t i o n s  and p a r t l y  

by t h e  l o c a l  e l i t e s  f o r  t h e i r  own i n t e r e s t s .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  

o f f i c i a l  f a c t i o n a l  s t r u g g l e s ,  t h e r e  were s p o n t a n e o u s  c i v i l  

u p r i s i n g s .  These  c o m p l i c a t e d  power s t r u g g l e s ,  most  o f  t h e  

t im e  c o m p l e t e l y  o u t  o f  t h e  t r a c k  o f  i d e o l o g i c a l  l i n e s ,  r e s u l ­

t e d  i n  a lm o s t  t o t a l  d i s r u p t i o n  o f  t h e  s o c i e t y  and b r o u g h t  t h e  

whole  c o u n t r y  n e a r  t h e  b r i n k  o f  c i v i l  w ar .

S t r u g g l e  Betw een  M a o i s t s  and A n t i - M a o i s t s

Mao' s n a t i o n w i d e  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  h i s  o p p o n e n ts  e n ­

c o u n t e r e d  u n e x p e c t e d l y  s t r o n g  and v a r i e d  o p p o s i t i o n  from t h e  

r u l i n g  governm ent  a s  w e l l  a s  P a r t y  b u r e a u c r a c y  a t  a l l  l e v e l s .  

Those o f  M ao 's  i n t e n d e d  v i c t i m s  who were  a c t u a l l y  i n  a u t h o r i t y
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r e f u s e d  t o  subm it  tam ely  t o  t h e  M a o is t  p u r g e .  They employed

e v e r y  p o s s i b l e  means a t  t h e i r  d i s p o s a l  t o  f i g h t  b a ck  w h i l e

M a o i s t  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  r e b e l  g r o u p s  rampaged a b o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y

and a t t a c k e d  th e  P a r t y  and governm en t  a u t h o r i t i e s .  The most

e f f e c t i v e  weapon t h e  a n t i - M a o i s t  c a d r e s  employed was what t h e

M a o is t s  condemned a s  economism. At f i r s t ,  t h e y  u s e d  " t a k i n g

h o l d  o f  p r o d u c t i o n "  a s  a p r e t e x t  t o  r e p r e s s  t h e  M a o is t  Red 
67G u ards .  L a t e r ,  t h e y  t r i e d  h a r d  t o  damage t h e  economy i n

o r d e r  to  s a b o t a g e  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n .

The s e r i o u s n e s s  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  l a t e  1966  was d e s c r i b e d

by t h e  o f f i c i a l  c o n d em n a t io n .

The r e a c t i o n a r y  e l e m e n t s  f r e e l y  s q u a n d e r  t h e  w e a l t h  
o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  a r b i t r a r i l y  i n c r e a s e  wages and  b e n e f i t s ,  
w a n to n ly  d i s t r i b u t e  a l l  k i n d  o f  f u n d s  and m a t e r i a l s  
and  s t i r  up t h e  m a sse s  t o  t a k e  o v e r  p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s  
by f o r c e  and  u se  them a s  t h e i r  own. They i n s t i g a t e  
v i o l e n t  s t r u g g l e s ,  c r e a t e  i n c i d e n t s ,  i n c i t e  a number 
o f  w o rk e r s  t o  d e s e r t  t h e i r  p o s t s  i n  p r o d u c t i o n ,  t h u s  
b r i n g i n g  some f a c t o r i e s  t o  a  s t a n d s t i l l  and  d i s r u p t ­
i n g  r a i l w a y  and r o a d  t r a f f i c . They even  i n c i t e  h a r b o r  
p e r s o n n e l  t o  s t o p  work .  Some l e a d i n g  members o f  t h e  
r a i l w a y  d e p a r t m e n t s  u s e  s i m i l a r  means t o  d i s r u p t  r a i l  
t r a n s p o r t  i n  a v a i n  a t t e m p t  t o  s a b o t a g e  t h e  G r e a t  
P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n . 58

The seco nd  a n t i - M a o i s t  c a d r e ' s  t a c t i c  was t o  i n c i t e

t h e  m asses  t o  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  e ac h  o t h e r .  They o r g a n i z e d

t h e i r  own Red Guards  and r e d  w o r k e r ' s  m i l i t i a s  w i t h i n  t h e i r

67^ ' C e n t r a l  Committee  o f  C h in e s e  Communist P a r t y ,  "Notice 
on Ant i -Econom ism , J a n u a r y  1 1 ,  1 9 6 7 ,"  i n  1967 Yearbook  on 
C h in ese  Communism.

^ P e o p l e ' s  D a i ly  and Red F l a g  E d i t o r i a l ,  "Oppose 
Economism and Smash L a t e s t  C o u n t e r - A t t a c k  by t h e  B o u r g e o i s  
R e a c t i o n a r y  L i n e , "  P e k in g  R ev iew , No. 4 ( J a n u a r y  20,  1 9 6 7 ) , 
pp .  1 3 -1 4 .
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own power a r e a  and s t i r r e d  up t h e  l o c a l  p o p u l a c e ' s  r e s e n t ­

ment o f  o u t s i d e r s .  The M ao is t  l i t t l e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  g e n e r a l s  

who came i n  from t h e  o u t s i d e  were  som etim es  c r u e l l y  a t t a c k e d ,  

b e a t e n  up and j a i l e d  by t h e s e  l o c a l  r e b e l  g r o u p s .  These 

methods were veh em en t ly  condemned by t h e  M a o i s t s :

(Those)  who s t u b b o r n l y  p e r s i s t  i n  t h e  b o u r g e o i s  
r e a c t i o n a r y  l i n e  a r e  n o t  r e c o n c i l e d  t o  t h e i r  d e f e a t . . .  
They have  s e c r e t l y  o r g a n i z e d  and  m a n i p u l a t e d  some 
p e o p le  and  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  whom t h e y  have hood­
winked ,  t o  s u p p r e s s  r e v o l u t i o n ,  p r o t e c t  t h e m s e l v e s ,  
and t o  p rov o ke  c o n f l i c t s  i n  which  c o e r c i o n  o r  f o r c e  
a r e  u se d  i n  a  v a i n  a t t e m p t  t o  c r e a t e  c o n f u s i o n .
They s p r e a d  rum ors  t u r n e d  b l a c k  i n t o  w h i t e  and 
s h i f t e d  t h e  blame f o r  t h e  e v i l  t h e y  had  done b e h in d  
p e o p l e ' s  b a ck  on t o  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a n  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s ,  
l a b e l l i n g  t h e  l a t t e r  w i t h  t h e  b o u r g e o i s  r e a c t i o n a r y  
l i n e .59

The t h i r d  k i n d  o f  s t r u g g l e  b e tw e e n  M ao is t  and a n t i -

M a o is t  was t h e  f a k e  s e i z u r e  o f  power.  Some a n t i - M a o i s t  c a d r e s

p r e t e n d e d  t o  be  M ao is t  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s .  They welcomed t h e

M a o is t  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  g r o u p s  b u t  m a n i p u l a t e d  t o  c o n t r o l  them.

As Red F l a g  E d i t o r i a l  denounced:

I n  some p l a c e ,  t h e s e  r e a c t i o n a r y  e l e m e n t s  have 
r e s o r t e d  to  t h e  method o f  worming t h e i r  way i n  ( t o  
r a n k s  o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s )  and  p u l l i n g  p e o p le  
o u t  o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  r a n k s  i n  a  v a i n  a t t e m p t  to  
s p l i t  up t h e  g r e a t  a l l i a n c e  o f  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a n  
r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s ,  and u s u r p  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  r e b e l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  I n  t h i s  way th e y  
hope t o  s h i f t  t h e  g e n e r a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  s t r u g g l e . 5 0

P e o p l e ' s  D a i ly  and Red F l a g  E d i t o r i a l ,  "C arry  t h e  
G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  Through t o  t h e  End,"  
P e k i n g  R ev iew , No. 1 ( J a n u a r y  1 ,  19&7), PP* 9 - 1 1 .

^Red F l a g  E d i t o r i a l ,  "On t h e  P r o l e t a r i a n  R e v o l u t i o n  
a r i e s  S t r u g g l e  t o  S e i z e  P o w er ,"  P e k i n g  R e v ie w , No. 6 ( F e b r u a r y  
3 ,  1 9 6 7 ) ,  p .  11.
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F i n a l l y ,  t h e  a n t i - M a o i s t s  c o u n t e r - a t t a c k  i n c l u d e d  t h e  

c r e a t i o n  o f  s o c i a l  d i s l o c a t i o n .  They in d u c e d  o r  p e r m i t t e d  

t h e  y o u t h s  and o t h e r  u r b a n  e l e m e n t s ,  who had  b e e n  s e n t  to  t h e  

c o u n t r y s i d e  ( h s i a - f e n g ) , t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  c i t i e s .  Thus, t h e  

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s y s te m  was jammed and  c i t i e s  were  swamped w i t h  

t h e  so c a l l e d  " b l a c k  e l e m e n t s . "  These  t r i c k s  g r e a t l y  a g g r a ­

v a t e d  an  a l r e a d y  d i s r u p t e d  s o c i e t y .

S t r u g g l e  W i t h i n  M a o i s t  C o a l i t i o n

When Mao fo u n d  t h a t  h i s  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  

R e v o l u t i o n  was v i r t u a l l y  s t a l l e d  by h i s  o p p o n e n t s '  u n e x p e c te d ly  

f o r m i d a b l e  and t e n a c i o u s  c o u n t e r - a t t a c k ,  he d e c i d e d  to  a c t  

r e s o l u t e l y .  By t h e  end o f  J a n u a r y  196? ,  Mao o r d e r e d  t h e  

L i b e r a t i o n  Army t o  i n t e r v e n e  on t h e  s i d e  o f  M a o is t  r e v o l u t i o ­

n a r i e s  i n  t h e  newly l a u n c h e d  cam paign  o f  a n  o v e r a l l  s e i z u r e  o f  

p o w e r . T h e  i n t e r v e n t i o n  o f  t h e  L i b e r a t i o n  Army q u i c k l y  

changed  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  b a t t l e ,  b u t  n o t  e x a c t l y  i n  f a v o r  o f  

t h e  M ao is t  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  a s  Mao had  e x p e c t e d .  The h a r s h  

r e a l i t y  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  t h e  L i b e r a t i o n  Army was n o t  s o l i d l y  

u n i t e d  b e h in d  t h e  D efense  M i n i s t e r ,  and was s t i l l  d i v i d e d  by 

d i v e r g e n t  r e g i o n a l  a l l e g i a n c e s ,  p o l i t i c a l  n u a n c e s ,  h i s t o r i c a l

^^Chalmers  A. Jo h n s o n ,  "China :  The C u l t u r a l  R e v o lu t i o n  
i n  S t r u c t u r a l  P e r s p e c t i v e , "  A s ia n  Survey ( J a n u a r y ,  1 9 6 8 ) ,  p .  6.

^^"The P e o p l e ' s  L i b e r a t i o n  Army F i r m ly  Backs t h e  P r o ­
l e t a r i a n  R e v o l u t i o n a r i e s , "  L i b e r a t i o n  Army D a i l y , J a n u a r y  25, 
1 9 6 7 ; P h i l i p  Bridgham, "M ao 's  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  i n  196?:
The S t r u g g l e  to  S e i z e  P o w e r , "  The C hina  Q u a r t e r l y , No. 3^ 
( A p r i l - J u n e ,  I 9 6 8 ) , p .  8 .
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f a c t i o n a l  l o y a l t i e s  and p r o f e s s i o n a l  a s p i r a t i o n s . ^ ^  T h e r e f o r e ,  

t h e  s t r u g g l e  f o r  power became even  more c o m p l i c a t e d .

Power s t r u g g l e s  among r u l i n g  e l i t e s  i n  a  t o t a l i t a r i a n  

r e g im e ,  a s  p r e v i o u s l y  p o i n t e d  o u t ,  i s  c o n s t a n t l y  a  m a t t e r  o f  

l i f e  and  d e a t h .  At t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  I 9 6 7 , L i u - T e n g ' s  a u t h o ­

r i t y  was g e n e r a l l y  c r u s h e d ,  th o u g h  t h e i r  p o l i c y  l i n e s  were 

i n  r e a l i t y  s t i l l  a l i v e .  W hile  t h e  on g o in g  s e i z u r e  o f  power 

would d e te rm in e  t h e  f u t u r e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  power and would 

f a t a l l y  i n f l u e n c e  t h e  d e s t i n y  o f  eac h  f a c t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  M ao is t  

t r i a n g u l a r  c o a l i t i o n ,  t h e  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  among them became 

a c u t e .  The r a d i c a l s ,  l e d  by  Mrs. Mao and Chen P a o - t a ,  had  a  

v e s t e d  i n t e r e s t  i n  c o n t i n u i n g  t u r m o i l  f o r  t h e  enhancem ent  o f  

t h e i r  power p o s i t i o n .  But t h e  b u r e a u c r a t s  o r  p r a g m a t i s t s ,  

l e d  by Chou E n - l a i ,  g e n e r a l l y  f a v o r e d  law and o r d e r  f o r  t h e  

c o n s o l i d a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  l o n g  e s t a b l i s h e d  s t a t u s .  The s e n i o r  

m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  L in  P i a o  and h i s  a s s o c i a t e s ,  

o f t e n  found  th e m s e lv e s  u n i t i n g  e x p e d i e n t l y  w i t h  Chou to  

p r o t e c t  t h e m s e lv e s .  The two s i d e s  f o u g h t  a  t u g  o f  war  w i th  

n e i t h e r  o f  them g a i n i n g  t o t a l  a s c e n d a n c y .  As Edward E. R ice  

o b se rv e d ;

Each so u g h t  t o  g a i n  t h e  u p p e r  h and ,  and t h e  r e l a t i v e

^ W il l iam  W h itson ,  "The F i e l d  Army i n  C h in e s e  Communist 
M i l i t a r y  P o l i t i c s , "  The C hina  Q u a r t e r l y , No. 37 ( J a n u a r y -  
March, I 9 6 9 ) ,  pp .  1 -30 ;  J u r g e n  Domes, "The Role  o f  t h e  M i l i t a r y  
i n  t h e  F o rm a t io n  o f  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  C o m m it tee s ,  I 9 6 7 - 6 8 ,"  The 
C hina  Q u a r t e r l y  (O c to b e r -D e c e m b e r , 1 9 7 0 ) ,  pp .  I I 6 - I 3 2 .

The c o a l i t i o n  c o n s i s t e d  o f  Chou E n - l a i ' s  b u r e a u c r a t s ,  
C h iang  Ching and Chen P o - t a ' s  r a d i c a l s ,  and L in  P i a o ' s  m i l i -  
t a ry m e n .  See James R. Townsend, P o l i t i c s  i n  C h i n a , pp .  280-
2 8 3 .
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p o s i t i o n s  o f  t h e  two s i d e s  a p p e a r e d  t o  s h i f t  back  
and f o r t h  a s  t h e  ebb and  f lo w  o f  e v e n t s  l e n t  new 
s t r e n g t h  f i r s t  t o  t h i s  s i d e  and t h e n  t o  t h e  o t h e r .

From J a n u a r y  Storm t o  t h e  A dverse  C u r r e n t  o f  F e b ru a ry

F o l lo w in g  M ao 's  c a l l  f o r  t h e  o v e r a l l  s e i z u r e  o f  power 

i n  J a n u a r y  I 9 6 7 , which  was dubbed t h e  " J a n u a r y  S t o r m , t h e  

r a d i c a l s ,  i n  d e f i a n c e  o f  Chou E n - l a i ' s  i n s i s t e n c e  t h a t  power 

s e i z u r e  w i t h i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  governm ent  m ig h t  n o t  be c o n d u c te d  

by o u t s i d e r s ,  l a u n c h e d  a n  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  a t t a c k  on a lm o s t  a l l  

o l d  s e n i o r  c a d r e s  and  a n  o v e r a l l  i n v a s i o n  o f  m i n i s t r i e s  o f  

S t a t e  C o u n c i l .  I t  n o t  o n ly  s e r i o u s l y  j e o p a r d i z e d  Chou E n - l a i ' s  

power b a s e ,  b u t  p u t  a l l  o f  t h e  r e m a in i n g  o f f i c i a l s  i n  c h a rg e  

o f  c e n t r a l  governm ent  o f f i c e s  i n  a  d a n g e r  o f  im m edia te  p u r g e .  

Thus ,  i n  m id - F e b r u a r y  I 9 6 7 , t h e  s e n i o r  b u r e a u c r a t s  who, i n  

Chen Y i ' s  w ords ,  " t r i e d  t o  save  each  o t h e r  and form ed a  g r o u p , "  

h e a d e d  by V ice  P r e m i e r  Tan C h e n - l i n  w i t h  t h e  i n d i r e c t  encou­

rag e m en t  o f  Chou E n - l a i , l a u n c h e d  a  u n i t e d  a t t a c k  a g a i n s t  

t h e  M ao is t  r a d i c a l s '  a s s a u l t .  T h is  so c a l l e d  "Adverse  C u r r e n t "  

a p p a r e n t l y  f r u s t r a t e d  t h e  r a d i c a l s  i n i t i a l  s e i z u r e  o f  power 

a t  t h e  c e n t e r .  I n  t h e  s t r u g g l e  f o r  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  F o r e i g n  

A f f a i r s ,  f o r  exam ple ,  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  J a n u a r y  S torm , t h e

^Edward E . R ic e ,  Mao' s Way ( B e r k e l e y :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
C a l i f o r n i a  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 2 ) ,  pp .  322-323-

^^F or  d e t a i l  s e e  P h i l i p  Br idgham, "Mao's  C u l t u r a l  
R e v o l u t i o n  i n  I 9 6 7 : The S t r u g g l e  t o  S e i z e  P o w e r , " i b i d . , p .  8.

^^Edward E . R i c e ,  Mao' s  Way, pp .  318-336;  "Tan C h e n - l i n  
i n  t h e  F e b r u a r y  A dv e rse  C u r r e n t , "  SCMP. , No. 4196 (May 2, 1 9 6 8 ) ,
p .  7 .
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r a d i c a l s  had  s e t  up a  M i n i s t r y  o f  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s  R e v o l u t i o n a r y

R e b e l  S t a t i o n  to  c a r r y  o u t  r e v o l u t i o n  and s u p e r v i s e  t h e  work

o f  f o r e i g n  a f f a i r s .  The S t a t i o n  n o t  o n ly  i n t e r f e r r e d  w i t h

t h e  M i n i s t r y ' s  o r d i n a r y  o p e r a t i o n s ,  b u t  p u r g e d  most  o f  i t s

s e n i o r  o f f i c i a l s .  As Chen Yi  com pla ined :

A l l  o f  my h e a d s  o f  d e p a r tm e n t  have  b e e n  moved. What 
s o r t  o f  M i n i s t e r  am I ,  anyw ay?68

By t h e  end o f  J a n u a r y ,  Chen Yi was f o r c e d  t o  make a  s e l f - c r i -
4 . -  . 69t x c i s m .

A f t e r  t h e  "A dverse  C u r r e n t "  t h e  S t a t i o n  was rem oved ,
70and Chen Yi c o u ld  f u l l y  r e a s s e r t  h i s  p ow er .  I n  s u r v e y i n g  

t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  Chen Yi rem ark ed :

I f  my a d v ic e  had  b e e n  f o l l o w e d  e a r l i e r ,  t h i n g s  would 
n o t  have  come to  t h i s .  Now t h e  F o r e i g n  M i n i s t r y  i s  
i n  a  m ess ,  w i t h o u t  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  w i t h o u t  d i s c i p l i n e ,  
and c o n f i d e n t i a l  m a t e r i a l  a b o u t  f o r e i g n  a f f a i r s  had  
b e e n  t a k e n  o f f . 71

I n  a mood o f  r e p u g n a n c e  a g a i n s t  t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n ,  he

r e g r e t f u l l y  e x p r e s s e d  h i s  e m o t io n  w i t h  t e a r s  i n  e y e s .  " I

h ave  b e e n  a  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  f o r  more t h a n  40 y e a r s ;  I  n e v e r

t h o u g h t  t h a t  i t  would come to  t h i s . " ^ ^  B ut  h i s  r e t u r n  t o

^®Hung Wei Chan Pao (Red Guard N e w s p a p e r ) , A p r i l  8, 
1 9 6 7 . /q

^Chen Yi made s e l f - c r i t i c i s m  on J a n u a r y  24, I 9 6 ? .
The f u l l  t e x t  o f  h i s  s e l f - c r i t i c i s m  was t r a n s l a t e d  i n  C h in e s e  
Law and Governm ent , No. 1 ( S p r i n g ,  I 9 6 8 ) .

^^For  d e t a i l s  s e e  M e lv in  G u r to v ,  " F o r e i g n  M i n i s t r y  
and  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s  i n  C h i n a ' s  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n , "  Rand 
C o r p o r a t i o n ,  No. 5934 (March ,  1 9 6 9 ) ,  p p .  1 7 - 2 3 .

"̂ ^Hung-Wei Chan Pao (Red Guard Newspaper)  , P e k i n g ,  
A p r i l  8 , 1 9 6 7 V

^ ^ Ib id .
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power l a s t e d  o n ly  t e m p o r a r i l y .  When t h e  "Adverse  C u r r e n t "  

had  b e e n  r e v e r s e d ,  Chen Yi was doomed t o  t r o u b l e  a g a i n .

The R i s e  and F a l l  o f  t h e  May l 6 Group.

The b u r e a u c r a t s  c o u n t e r - a t t a c k  l a s t e d  a p p r o x i m a t e ly  

o n ly  a  month.  I n  March 196? ,  Vice  P r e m ie r  Tan C h e n - l i n  and 

t h o s e  who c o o p e r a t e d  w i t h  him i n  l a u n c h i n g  t h e  "Adverse  

C u r r e n t "  w ere  f i n a l l y  p u r g e d  by Mao. Chen Y i ,  t h e  t r o u b l e d  

f o r e i g n  M i n i s t e r ,  e s c a p e d  b a r e l y  by a  h a i r ' s  b r e a d t h .  T a n ' s  

p u rg e  o b v i o u s l y  e n c o u ra g e d  t h e  r a d i c a l s  w i t h i n  t h e  C e n t r a l  

C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  Group. I n  t h e i r  renewed s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  

t h e  S t a t e  C o u n c i l ,  t h e s e  r a d i c a l s  were  a l l e g e d  w i t h  h a v in g  

formed a shadow c a b i n e t  w i t h  Wang L i  a s  P r e m ie r  and  Kuan Feng 

a s  Vice  P r e m ie r  and F o r e i g n  M i n i s t e r .  G r a d u a l l y ,  o b v io u s ly  

w i t h  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  Mrs. Mao and  Chen P o - t a ,  t h e y  s e c r e t l y  

o r g a n i z e d  t h e m s e lv e s  i n t o  a  g roup  which was l a t e r  c a l l e d  t h e  

May l 6 C o n s p i r a c y .  From A p r i l  on ,  most o f  t h e  r e m a in i n g  M in i s ­

t e r s ,  Vice  M i n i s t e r s ,  and many s e n i o r  c a d r e s  were a t t a c k e d  
a g a i n . U n d e r  t h e  s l o g a n  t h a t  " t h e  c u r r e n t  s t r u g g l e  i s  one

/ ^ I t  was a  s m a l l  g ro u p  o f  t h e  young r a d i c a l s  i n  t h e  
C e n t r a l  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  Group.  The l e a d i n g  members were 
Wang L i ,  Kuan Feng,  Chi P e n - y u ,  Mu H s in ,  L in  C h ich  and Chao 
I - y a .  They named t h e i r  g ro u p  f rom  Mao's  May l 6 , 1966  C i r c u l a r .  
The C i r c u l a r  u r g e d  f u l l  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolu­
t i o n  and p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e  r e v i s i o n i s t s  i n  t h e  army sh ou ld  
be  c r i t i c i z e d  and r e p u d i a t e d .

74' 1970  Yearbook on C h in e s e  Communism, p .  I I - 7 *
Donald  K l e i n ,  "The S t a t e  C o u n c i l  and  t h e  C u l t u r a l  

R e v o l u t i o n , "  The C h ina  Q u a r t e r l y , No. 35 ( J u l y - S e p t e m b e r ,
1 9 6 8 ) ,  pp .  78 - 9 5 .
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be tw een  t h e  new c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  g ro u p  and  t h e  o l d  g o v e rn ­

m e n t , "  t h e  r a d i c a l s  now ev en  p o i n t e d  t h e i r  s p e a r h e a d  d i r e c t l y  

a t  Chou E n - l a i .  As t h e  Red Guards  p u b l i c a t i o n  w r o te :

L iu  S h a o - c h i  and  Teng H s i a o - p i n g  h a v e  f a l l e n ,  and 
Chou X X h a s  become t h e  g e n e r a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  a l l  
r e a c t i o n a r y  f o r c e s  i n  C h i n a . 76

I n  t h e  F o r e i g n  M i n i s t r y ,  t h e  a t t a c k s  a g a i n s t  Chen Yi 

were renewed.  On A p r i l  8 ,  I 9 6 7 » t h e  R ebel  Group L i a i s o n  

S t a t i o n  f o r  s e i z i n g  power was s e t  up a g a i n  i n  h i s  M i n i s t r y .  

T h e r e a f t e r ,  c o u n t l e s s  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  a g a i n s t  Chen Yi were 

s t a g e d ,  a c c u s i n g  him o f  h a v i n g  s t u b b o r n l y  e x e c u t e d  L iu  Shao- 

c h i  ' s  b o u r g e o i s  r e a c t i o n a r y  f o r e i g n  p o l i c i e s  o f  " t h r e e  c a p i ­

t u l a t i o n s  and one e x t i n c t i o n , "  and " t h r e e  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n s  and 
77one r e d u c t i o n . "  D e s p i t e  Chou E n - l a i ' s  e f f o r t s  t o  p r o t e c t  

him, t h e  r a d i c a l s  a t t a c k s  c o n t i n u e d .  I t  r e a c h e d  i t s  peak  i n  

August  1967  w h i l e  Yao T ung-shan^^  and o t h e r  r a d i c a l s ,  w i th  

M rs . Mao and Wang L i  b e h i n d  them , a c t u a l l y  c o n t r o l l e d  t h e  

o p e r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  M i n i s t r y  f o r  a lm o s t  h a l f  a  month .  The s i t u a ­

t i o n  o f  t h e  F o r e i g n  M i n i s t r y  u n d e r  r a d i c a l  c o n t r o l  was d e s ­

c r i b e d  by Chou E n - l a i .

Quoted from B a r ry  B u r to n ,  " The C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n ' s  
U l t r a l e f t  C o n s p i r a c y :  The May I 6 G roup ,"  A s i a n  Survey  (Novem­
b e r ,  1 9 7 1 ) f p . i o 4 o .

??See  SCMP. , No. 3939 ,  p .  7-
78' Yao T en g -sh a n  had  b e e n  a  Charge  d '  a f f a i r e s  ad 

i n t e r i m  i n  I n d o n e s i a .  On A p r i l  28, I 9 6 7 , hé was d e c l a r e d  p e r ­
sonae  non g r a t a e  by t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  governm ent  and o r d e r e d  t o  
l e a v e  t h e  c o u n t r y .  Upon h i s  r e t u r n  t o  P e k i n g ,  he  was d e c l a r e d  
" r e d  d i p l o m a t i c  f i g h t e r "  and  g i v e n  h e r o e s '  welcome on A p r i l  30*
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When t h e  F o r e i g n  M i n i s t r y  went  t o  t h e  b r i n k ,  I  h e l d  
a  m e e t i n g . . .  I  was d i r e c t l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  r u n n i n g  
t h e  F o r e i g n  M i n i s t r y  and  a s  a  r e s u l t  t h e y  s e i z e d  
power from me. They s e n t  t e l e g r a m s  d i r e c t l y  to  
f o r e i g n  e m b a s s i e s .  As a  r e s u l t  t h e y  were  s e n t  b a c k .  
Yao T ung-shan  went  e v e ry w h ere  making r e p o r t s  and  
c r e a t i n g  t r o u b l e .  He went t o  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  F o r e i g n  
Trade once .  H i s  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  F o r e i g n  
Trade  w a s . . .  v e r y  p r o v o c a t i v e .79

A f t e r  t h i s ,  Yao T en g -sh a n  im m e d ia te ly  f a d e d  from p u b l i c  s i g h t

and was blamed a s  a schem er  o f  t h e  K hrushchev  t y p e  who was
80"mad w i t h  a m b i t io n  and  b l i n d e d  by t h e  l u s t  f o r  g a i n . "

While t h e  r a d i c a l s  worked h a r d  t o  s e i z e  power a t  t h e

c e n t e r ,  t h e y  a l s o  k e p t  a n  eye on t h e  l o c a l  l e v e l s .  At t h e

o u t s e t  o f  t h e  L i b e r a t i o n  A rm y 's  i n t e r v e n t i o n ,  most  o f  r e g i o n a l

commanders and o f f i c e r s  were a p p a r e n t l y  m o t i v a t e d  l e s s  by a

c o n v i c t i o n  i n  t h e  r i g h t e o u s n e s s  o f  Maoism o r  t h e  C u l t u r a l

R e v o lu t i o n  t h a n  by t h e  more common i n c l i n a t i o n  o f  s o l d i e r s

t o  impose s t a b i l i t y  on  t h e  u n t i d y  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e i r  c o u n t r y .

I n  most  a r e a s ,  due t o  t h e  l a c k  o f  c l e a r  c r i t e r i a  from t h e

M a o is t  c e n t r a l  f o r  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  b e tw e e n  r i g h t  and wrong,

and t h e  w i l d  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  r e b e l s ,  t h e  army

sometimes found  i t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  s u p p r e s s  ram p a g in g  M a o i s t s  a s

w e l l  a s  a n t i - M a o i s t s  f o r  t h e  sa k e  o f  p r e s e r v i n g  law and  o r d e r
8land t h e i r  own p o l i t i c a l  o b j e c t i v e s .  The r a d i c a l s  were

^^Quoted from M elv in  G u r to v ,  "The F o r e i g n  M i n i s t r y  and  
F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s ,"  i b i d . , p .  55- 

80 "Drag o u t  Yao T e n g - sh a n ,  B ig  P o l i t i c a l  P i c k p o c k e t , "  
i n  SCMP ( S u p p ) , No. 218 (December 13» 1 9 ^ 7 ) ,  pp .  ^-5*

® ^ E l l i s  J o f f e ,  "C h in e s e  Army i n  t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o lu t i o n :  
The P o l i t i c s  o f  I n t e r v e n t i o n , "  C u r r e n t  S c e n e , V I I I ,  No. 8 
(December 7» 1970) ;  J u r g e n  Domes, "The Role  o f  t h e  M i l i t a r y  i n  
t h e  F o rm a t io n  o f  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  C om m it tee s ,  I 9 6 7 - I 9 6 8 ,"  The 
Ch ina  Q u a r t e r l y  ( O c to b e r -D e c e m b e r , 1 9 7 0 ) ,  pp .  1 1 6 -1 32 .
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o b v i o u s l y  d i s s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  w ha t  t h e y  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  be t h e

Q p
a r m y ' s  c o n s e r v a t i v e  o r  a n t i - M a o i s t  a t t i t u d e .  A f t e r  t h e  

Wuhan m i l i t a r y  m u tiny  i n  J u l y  1 9 6 ? ,^ ^  t h e  r a d i c a l s  w i t h i n  

t h e  C e n t r a l  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  Group ( l a b e l e d  t h e  May l 6  

Group) d e c i d e d  t o  e x p l o i t  t h e  i n c i d e n t  by l a u n c h i n g  a  p r o v o ­

c a t i v e  cam paign  o f  " d r a g  o u t  t h e  h a n d f u l  o f  c a p i t a l i s t
8^r e a d e r s  i n  t h e  a rm y ."  The " d r a g  o u t"  cam paign  was i n  f u l l  

sway i n  t h e  August  and p r o v o k e d  t h e  army g e n e r a l s  a t  a l l  l e v e l s .  

C o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  s e r i o u s n e s s  o f  t h e  l e s s o n s  o f  t h e  Wuhan c r i s i s  

and  i n f l u e n c e d  by t h e  u n i t e d  p r e s s u r e s  f rom  L i n  P ia o  and Chou
Q r

E n - l a i ,  Mao c o u ld  n o t  b u t  s a c r i f i c e  t h e  r a d i c a l s  i n  o r d e r  t o  

p l e a s e  h i s  G r e a t  W all  -  t h e  Red Army.®^ B e g in n i n g  i n  Septem ber  

o f  1 9 6 7 , a l l  o f  t h e  c o n s p i r a t o r s  i n  t h e  May I 6 Group were 

p u r g e d .  Mrs. Mao was s a v e d  a p p a r e n t l y  b e c a u s e  o f  h e r  h u s b a n d ' s  

p r o t e c t i o n .  Even s o ,  she  f o u n d  h e r s e l f  c o m p e l l e d  t o  denounce 

h e r  f o l l o w e r s  and t o  pay  a t t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  m i l i t a r y
87i n  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n .

Op
See B a r ry  B u r t o n ,  "The C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n ' s  U l t r a ­

l e f t  C o n s p i r a c y ;  The May I 6 G roup ,"  i b i d .
^^For  t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  Wuhan m i l i t a r y  m u t in y  s e e  Thomas 

W. R ob inso n ,  "The Wuhan I n c i d e n t ;  L o c a l  S t r i f e  and P r o v i n c i a l  
R e b e l l i o n  D u r in g  t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n , "  Rand C o r p o r a t i o n ,  
December, 1970.Oh

Red F la g  E d i t o r i a l  J u l y  3 0 , 19&7, "The P r o l e t a r i a n  
Must  Take a F irm  Hold  o f  t h e  Gun," P e k i n g  R e v ie w , No. 32 
(A ugus t  4 ,  1 9 6 7 ) ,  pp .  3 6 .

®^See Edward E. R ic e ,  Mao' s Way, p p .  4 1 1 -4 1 2 .
^^See M ao 's  s p e e c h  i n  SCMP, No. 4060 (November 15,

1 9 6 7 ) ,  pp .  1 - 2 .
^ ^ " C h r o n i c l e  D ocum ents ,"  The C h ina  Q u a r t e r l y  ( O c to b e r -  

December, 1 9 6 7 ) , pp .  212 -2 1 6 .
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A f t e r  t h e  p u rg e  o f  t h e  May l 6 Group,  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f

t h e  r a d i c a l s  was g r e a t l y  weakened.  At t h e  o u t s e t ,  i n  A ugus t

1 9 6 6 , t h e  C e n t r a l  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  Group c o n s i s t e d  o f  18 

members.  L i t t l e  more t h a n  one y e a r  l a t e r ,  13  among them w ere  

p u r g e d .  The f i v e  s u r v i v o r s  were  Chen P o - t a ,  C h iang  Ching ,

Kang Sheng ,  Yao Wen-yuan and Chang C h u n - c h ia o .

With  t h e  r e t r e a t  o f  M ao is t  r a d i c a l s ,  t h e  p r a g m a t i s t s

o nc e  a g a i n  g o t  a s c e n d a n c y .  B e g in n i n g  i n  S ep tem ber  196?» Chen

Yi resum ed h i s  a u t h o r i t y  i n  F o r e i g n  M i n i s t r y  th ou g h  h i s  h e a l t h

was g r e a t l y  damaged due t o  m e n ta l  s t r a i n .  Mao p e r s o n a l l y  a r g u e d

t h a t  t h e  rebel groups' a c c u s a t i o n  a g a i n s t  Chen Yi was n o t  t r u e

and o r d e r e d  t h a t  a l l  p ro p a g a n d a  p o s t e r s  a b o u t  t h e  s l o g a n
88"Down w i th  L iu  Teng Chen s h o u ld  be  b a n n e d . "

The P u rg e  o f  G e n e r a l  Yang, Fu, Yu, and t h e  D e n u n c i a t i o n  o f  

R i g h t i s t  R e v e r s a l  o f  V e r d i c t

A f t e r  t h e  p u rg e  o f  t h e  May I 6 Group,  a  new t r e n d  t o ­

ward  law  and o r d e r  was d i s c e r n a b l e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  f o l l o w i n g  M ao 's
89t r i p  t o  a  number o f  d i s r u p t e d  p r o v i n c e s .  S in c e  Sep tem b er

1 9 6 7 , t h e  army was a u t h o r i z e d  t o  t a k e  a  f i r m  hand w i t h  t h e  

Red G u a r d s . T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  f a l l  and  w i n t e r  o f  I 9 6 7 , w i t h

^^SCMP, No. 4060  (November 1 5 , I 9 6 7 ) ,  pp.  3 - 6 .
®^The s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  Mao 's  t r i p  s e e  Edward E. R ic e ,  

i b i d . , pp .  4 1 3 -4 3 2 .
^^P e o p l e ' s  D a i l y , S ep tem b er  17» 1967;  L i b e r a t i o n  Army 

D a i l y , S ep tem ber  17 ,  19o7; " O rd e r  I s s u e d  by CCP C e n t r a l  C om it -  
t e e  and  C e n t r a l  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  Group P o r b i d i n g  S e i z u r e  
o f  Arms, E qu ipm en ts  and  M i l i t a r y  S u p p l i e s  f rom  PLA," i n  SCMP 
No. 4 0 2 6 , p p .  1 - 2 .
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t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  t h r e e - w a y  a l l i a n c e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y

com m it tee  a t  t h e  l o c a l  l e v e l ,  t h e  army p l a y e d  a d e c i s i v e  r o l e

and most  o f  t h e  new e s t a b l i s h e d  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  co m m it tee s  were

dom ina ted  by t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  m i l i t a r y  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  and

r e h a b i l i t a t e d  o l d  c a d r e s .  T h is  s u g g e s t e d  t h e  enhanced power

o f  m i l i t a r y  and b u r e a u c r a t i c  f a c t i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  M aois t
91c o a l i t i o n  i n  P e k i n g . ^  I t  was o b v i o u s l y  n o t  what Mao w an ted .  

A f t e r  a p p r o x i m a t e ly  a  h a l f  y e a r ' s  r e t r e a t ,  t h e  s u r v i v i n g  r a d i ­

c a l s  w i t h i n  t h e  C e n t r a l  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  Group b egan  to  

r e a s s e r t  t h e m s e lv e s  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  I 9 6 8 . I n  l a t e  March 

1 9 6 8 , t h r e e  o f  L in  P i a o ' s  s u b o r d i n a t e s ,  Yang Chen-wu, t h e  

A c t in g  C h i e f  o f  S t a f f ,  Fu C h u n g -p i ,  P e k in g  G a r r i s o n  Commander, 

and Yu L i - c h i n ,  t h e  P o l i t i c a l  Commissar o f  t h e  A i r  F o r c e ,  were

p u rg e d .  They were a c c u s e d  o f  c o l l e c t i n g  b l a c k  m a t e r i a l s
92a g a i n s t  Mrs. Mao. I t  was a p p a r e n t l y  a s t r u g g l e  b e tw een  

L in  P ia o  and Mrs. Mao. When Mrs. Mao c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  d r a g i n g  

o u t  o f  t h e  b l a c k  b a c k s t a g e  b o s s  o f  G e n era l  Yang, L in  P ia o
93r e t o r t e d  im m e d ia te ly :  "H is  b l a c k  b a c k s t a g e  b o s s  c a n n o t  be  I . "

A f t e r  Yang, Fu and Y u ' s  p u r g e ,  a  d e n u n c i a t i o n  o f  t h e  

r i g h t i s t  r e v e r s a l  o f  v e r d i c t s  and c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r y

9 Winberg C h a i ,  "The R e o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  C h inese  
Communist P a r t y ,  I 9 6 6 - 6 8 ,"  A s ia n  Survey (November, 1 9 6 8 ) , 
pp .  9 0 1 - 9 1 0 ; R i c h a r d  Baun, "C h ina  : Year  o f  t h e  Mongoes,"
A s ia n  Survey  ( J a n u a r y ,  1 9 6 9 ) ,  pp .  5 - 9 .

^ ^ " C h r o n i c l e  Docum ents ,"  The China  Q u a r t e r l y  ( J u l y -  
Sep tem ber ,  1 9 6 8 ) ,  p .  177; Edward E. R ic e ,  i b i d . ,  pp .  443-458

^^1970  Yearbook on C h in ese  Communism, p .  11-7*
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oL

r e s t o r a t i o n  were f o l l o w e d ,  and  Mrs. Mao s i g n i f i c a n t l y

i n c r e a s e d  h e r  p u b l i c  p ro m inence  and p o w e r . M o r e o v e r ,  t h e
96l e f t i s t  f a c t i o n a l i s m  was p r a i s e d  and  encouraged^  t h a t  had  

been  condemned i n  t h e  w i n t e r  o f  1 9 6 7 . T h e r e a f t e r ,  F a c t i o n a l  

v i o l e n c e  i n t e n s i f i e d  a g a i n  and a lm o s t  r e a c h e d  t h e  l e v e l  o f  

1 9 6 7 ' s . ^ ^  Once a g a i n ,  Mao c o u l d  n o t  b u t  t u r n  t o  t h e  army f o r  

h e l p .  B e g in n in g  i n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1968,  t h e  Red Guards  were 

d i s b a n d e d ,  t h e  r a d i c a l s  were f o r c e d  t e m p o r a r i l y  i n t o  o b l i v i o n ,  

and t h e  whole  c o u n t r y  was a c t u a l l y  r u l e d  by m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r s .

Red Guards F a c t i o n a l  I n t e r n e c i n e  S t r u g g l e

One o f  Mao 's  a l l e g e d  p u r p o s e s  was t o  t r a i n  and tem per  

th ro u g h  s t r u g g l e  a  new g e n e r a t i o n  o f  p r o l e t a r i a n  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  

s u c c e s s o r s .  D e s p i t e  M a o is t  c o n t i n u o u s  and i n t e n s i v e  i n d o c t r i ­

n a t i o n ,  t h e  Red Guards  and o t h e r  r e b e l  g r o u p s  d i d  n o t  l i v e  up 

to  Mao 's  v e r s i o n  o f  s e l f l e s s  new s o c i a l i s t  men. Throughout  t h e  

G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n ,  t h e s e  c o r r u p t i b l e  

y o u n g s t e r s  and a d u l t s  were  more i n c l i n e d  t o  w in  and  e n jo y  power 

f o r  t h e m s e lv e s  t h e n  t o  b u i l d  a  t r u e  M ao is t  communist  s o c i e t y .

As Mao p a i n f u l l y  c o n f e s s e d  i n  t h e  m id d le  o f  I 9 6 B.

^^P e o p l e ’ s D a i l y , A p r i l  10 and May I 6 , 1 9 6 8 ; Red F l a g , 
May 1 6 , 1 9 6 8 .

^^On May Day a p p e a r a n c e  Mrs. Mao was p l a c e d  i n  9‘th  
l e a d e r s h i p  p o s i t i o n  i n s t e a d  o f  1 9 t h  on O c t .  1 ,  196?•

^^P e o p l e ' s  D a i l y , A p r i l  19 ,  and 27, I 9 6 8 .
97 For  d e t a i l  s e e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p a r a g r a p h .
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P r e v i o u s l y  I  had t h e  i n t e n t i o n  t o  f o s t e r  s u c c e s s o r s  
among t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  b u t  now t h i s  p l a n  i s  f a r  
from d e s i r a b l e .  The i n t e l l e c t u a l s  i n c l u d i n g  young 
u n d e r g r a d u a t e s  i n s i d e  and o u t s i d e  t h e  P a r t y  i n  t h e  
main  c o n t i n u e  to  embrace t h e  b o u r g e o i s  w o r ld  o u t ­
l o o k . . .  ( B o u r g e o i s  i d e a s  h a d )  b e e n  i n f u s e d  i n t o  
t h e i r  b l o o d .  What t h e y  d e m o n s t r a t e d  was a  p r o p e n ­
s i t y  f o r  f a c t i o n a l i s m .  I t  i s  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  t o  r a l l y  
u n d e r  one b a n n e r ,  u n d e r  M a r x i s t  s l o g a n ;  P r o l e t a r i a t  
o f  th e  w o r ld ,  u n i t e !  However, t h e y  d o n ' t .  They seem 
t o  f a v o r  a  sm a l l  g ro u p ,  w i t h  f e w e r  p e o p le  th e  b e t t e r . 98

B e g in n in g  w i th  M ao 's  c a l l  f o r  t h e  o v e r a l l  s e i z u r e  o f

power i n  J a n u a r y  196? ,  t h e  Red Guards  and  o t h e r  mass r e v o l u t i o n a r y

r e b e l s  soon  d e v e lo p ed  f a c t i o n s  and  f o u g h t  eac h  o t h e r  b i t t e r l y

f o r  d i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  s p o i l s  and engaged  o s t e n s i b l y  i n  d i s p u t e s

o v e r  who r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  and g e n u in e  M ao is t

i d e o l o g y .  The t r u e  a s p e c t s  o f  Red Guards  f a c t i o n a l  deve lo pm en t

c a n  be  v i v i d l y  i l l u s t r a t e d  by Chen Y i ' s  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  Red

Guards  i n  h i s  two f o r e i g n  l a n g u a g e  i n s t i t u t e s .

O r i g i n a l l y  t h e r e  were tw e n ty  one u n i t s ,  b u t  a f t e r  
a  week, o v e r  s e v e n t y .  Over f o u r  t h o u s a n d  p e o p le  i n  
o v e r  s e v e n ty  u n i t s  make s e v e n t y  c l i q u e s .  The o c ea n  
a r e  v a s t  t o  b e h o ld :  t h i s  i s  t r u l y  one h u n d red  f l o ­
w ers  b loom ing  and one h u n d red  s c h o o l s  o f  th o u g h t  
c o n t e n d i n g . 99

At th e  p r o v i n c i a l  l e v e l , t h e  s i t u a t i o n  was n o t  any 

b e t t e r .  I n  most p r o v i n c e s  t h e r e  were  h u n d r e d s  o f  f a c t i o n s .

T ak in g  Shangha i  f o r  exam ple ,  by J a n u a r y  2̂ ■, 196 ? ,  t h e r e  were

^ ^ SCMP. ,  No. 4201 ( J a n u a r y ,  I 9 6 8 ) , p .  5*
^^Hung Wei Chan P a o , A p r i l  12 ,  1 9 6 ? .

^^^"Mass F a c t i o n a l i s m  i n  Communist C h i n a , " C u r r e n t  
Scene (May 15» 1 9 6 8 ) ,  pp .  1 -13 ;  The C h in a  Q u a r t e r l y , No. 30 
( A p r i l - J u n e ,  1 9 6 ? ) ,  p .  217; P e o p l e ' s  D a i l y . May 22, 196?; 
1968  and 1969  Yearbook on C h inese  Communism.
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111 r e b e l  g r o u p s . T h e  f a c t i o n a l  s t r u g g l e  f o r  s e i z i n g  power

was even more c o n f u s i n g .  As Chou E n - l a i  o b s e r v e d  when Mao

T s e - t u n g  a sk ed  him how t h e  t a k i n g  ov e r  o f  power was d o in g .

I n  some u n i t s ,  power i s  t a k e n  o v e r  by one g roup ,  
and t h e n  a n o t h e r ,  and  p a s s e s  backward  and  f o r w a r d .

The a c t u a l  s c e n e  o f  t h e  b a t t l e  f i e l d  o f  t h e s e  mass 

s t r u g g l e s  were t h e  most  h o r r i b l e  and d e p r e s s i n g .  Because o f  

t h e  a c c u m u l a t i o n  o f  f e u d s  a s  t h e  s t r u g g l e  went  on ,  t h e  o f f  and 

on i n t e r v e n t i o n  o f  t h e  army, an d  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  and  e n c o u r a g e ­

ment o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  l e a d e r s h i p ' s  f a c t i o n a l  i n t e r e s t s ,  t h e s e  

i n t e r n e c i n e  s t r u g g l e s  q u i c k l y  d e g e n e r a t e d  i n t o  v i o l e n t  b a t t l e s  

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y  and c u l m i n a t e d  i n  t h e  Wuhan m i l i t a r y  

m u t in y  i n  J u l y  1 9 6 7 . The weapons t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  u se d  

r a n g e d  from t r a d i t i o n a l  s p e a r s  and  d a g g e r s  to  machine guns 

and  a r t i l l e r y ;  i n  a  few o c c a s i o n s ,  even a rm ored  t a n k s .  The 

f i e r c e n e s s  o f  t h e  s t r u g g l e  r a n g e d  from s m a l l  g ro u p  s k i r m i s h e s  

t o  b a t t l e s  i n v o l v i n g  t h o u s a n d s  o f  p e r s o n s .  For  example ,  i n

one s t r u g g l e  i n  Changchow, Honan, " f o u r  h u n d re d  r e b e l s  were
103b u r n e d  a l i v e  i n  a  m u l t i b u i l d i n g . "  Savage v i o l e n c e s  were  

a l s o  accom panied  w i t h  c r u e l t y .  A cco rd in g  t o  numerous r e p o r t s ,  

i n  a d d i t i o n  to  k an g a ro o  c o u r t s  and a v a r i e t y  o f  s p i r i t u a l  

t o r t u r e s ,  t h e  g o u g in g  o u t  o f  e y e s ,  c u t t i n g  o f f  e a r s  and n o s e s ,

^^^"Mass F a c t i o n a l i s m  i n  Communist C h i n a , "  i b i d .
^^^Quoted  f rom  Edward E. R ic e ,  i b i d . ,  p .  325-
^^^C halm ers  A. Jo h n s o n ,  "C hina ,  The C u l t u r a l  R evo lu ­

t i o n  i n  S t r u c t u r a l  P e r s p e c t i v e , "  A s ia n  Survey  ( J a n u a r y ,  1 9 6 8 )
p. 10.
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and  "burning,  b u r y i n g ,  o r  d row ning  p e o p le  a l i v e  "become f r e q u e n t  

o c c u r r e n c e s . T h e s e  n a t i o n w i d e  v i o l e n c e s  were  t e m p o r a r i l y  

subdued  by s t r i c t  c o n t r o l  m e a s u r e s  t h r o u g h  m i l i t a r y  i n t e r ­

v e n t i o n .  But t h e  second  s u r g e  o f  t h e s e  mass s t r u g g l e s  

renewed i n  mid 1968 were even  w o r s e ,  and  t h e  most  v i o l e n t  i n  

S o u t h e r n  C h ina .  A c co rd in g  t o  The New York Times r e p o r t ,  

sa v ag e  f i g h t i n g  among f a c t i o n s  w i t h  modern weapons and  ammu­

n i t i o n  i n  S o u t h e r n  C hina  i n  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  1968  c o s t  t h e  

l i v e s  o f  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  g r o u p s  o f  more t h a n  10 0 ,0 0 0  p e o p l e .

The v i o l e n c e  was r e v e a l e d  by  t h e  h u n d r e d s  o f  f l o a t i n g  c o r p s e s  

t h a t  washed a s h o r e  i n  Hong Kong and  Macao. Savage b a t t l e s  

a lo n g  w i t h  s e r i o u s  s o c i a l  c r i m e s  and d i s r u p t i o n s  a s  w e l l  a s  

t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  r a i l r o a d s  l e f t  t h o u s a n d s  o f  h o u s e s  b u rn e d  

o u t  and S o v i e t  m i l i t a r y  and  economic  s u p p l i e s  t o  N or th  Vietnam 

w a y l a i d  and l o o t e d .

The f i e r c e  f a c t i o n a l  f i g h t i n g s  a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y  had  

g r e a t l y  damaged Communist C h i n a ' s  economy and b r o u g h t  t h e  

whole s o c i e t y  n e a r  t o t a l  d i s r u p t i o n .  Chou E n - l a i  g loomly  

d e p l o r e d  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  M ao 's  name.

^ ^^U nion  R e se a rc h  S e r v i c e s , XLVIII (A ugus t  8, 19&7), 
pp .  152-153;  F a r  E a s t e r n  Economic R ev ie w , LVII ^August  24,
1 9 6 7 ) ,  p .  3 6 1 .

^ ^ ^ The New York Times (S e p tem b er  22, 1 9 6 8 ) , p . 11.
^ ^ ^ " N o t i c e  o f  CCP C e n t r a l  Committee ,  S t a t e  C o u n c i l ,  

M i l i t a r y  Commission o f  C e n t r a l  Committee and C e n t r a l  C u l t u r a l  
R e v o l u t i o n  Group, J u l y  I 9 6 8 ,"  i n  SCMP. ,  No. 4232 (Augus t  6 ,
1 9 6 8 ) ,  pp .  1 -1 3 ;  The New York Times ( Ju n e  28,  1 9 6 8 ) , p .  1 
and ( J u l y  10 ,  1 9 6 8 ) , p .  1 , 8; S t a n l e y  Karnow, Mao and  C h i n a , 
pp.  3 3 8 - 4 4 3 .
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Chairm an Mao s a i d  a few days  ago t h a t  we a r e  l i k e  
a  couni 
s t a t e s ,
a  c o u n t r y  d i v i d e d  i n t o  e i g h t  h u n d r e d  p r i n c e l y  

.107

Even Mao h i m s e l f  c o u ld  n o t  b u t  r e g r e t  t h a t  " I  t h i n k  t h i s  i s
108a  c i v i l  w a r , "  when he  p e r s o n a l l y  t o u r e d  t h e  b a t t l e  f i e l d .

I t  was o b v io u s  t h a t  Mao was c o m p le t e ly  d i s a p p o i n t e d  w i th  h i s  

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l i t t l e  g e n e r a l s  whom he h a d  p r e v i o u s l y  p r a i s e d  

h i g h l y .  A c c o rd in g  t o  S t a n l e y  K arnow 's  r e p o r t  i n  t h e  Washing­

t o n  P o s t , A ugus t  14 ,  1 9 6 8 , on t h e  e a r l y  m o rn in g  o f  J u l y  28, 

1 9 6 8 , Mao p e r s o n a l l y  summoned P e k in g  Red Guard l e a d e r s  and 

b lamed them g lo o m i ly  w i t h  t e a r s  i n  h i s  e y e s  t h a t  t h e i r  v i o l e n t  

f a c t i o n a l  s t r u g g l e  was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  p r o v o k i n g  t h e  t r e n d  

to w ard  m i l i t a r y  r u l e .  "You have  l e t  me down,"  he  t o l d  them, 

"and what  i s  more,  you have  d i s a p p o i n t e d  t h e  w o r k e r s ,  p e a s a n t s ,  

and s o l d i e r s  o f  C h i n a . "

T h e r e a f t e r ,  t h e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  w o r k e r s  and p e a s a n t s  

was em phas ized^^^  and t h e  d e s t i n y  o f  t h e  Red Guards  was doomed. 

I n  A ugus t  1 9 6 8 , t h e  L i b e r a t i o n  Army was g i v e n  f u l l  power to  

s u p p r e s s  M ao is t  f a c t i o n a l  f i g h t i n g s  and t o  r e s t o r e  o r d e r .  

D i s c i p l i n a r y  s q u a d s  o f  s o l d i e r s ,  w o r k e r s ,  and  p e a s a n t s ,  c a l l e d  

Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  Thought  P ro p ag an da  Team were  o r g a n i z e d  t o  

t a k e  o v e r  s c h o o l s  t o  c u rb  t h e  u n d i s c i p l i n e d  y o u n g s t e r s  and

^ ^ ^ P a r  E a s t e r n  Economic R ev iew , LXVI ( O c to b e r  2, 1 9 6 9 ) , 
pp .  3 4 -35 -

^ ° ^ SCMP. , No. 4070 (November 3 0 , I 9 6 7 ) ,  p .  6.
^^^P e o p l e ' s  D a i l y , August  I 8 , I 9 6 8 ; Yao Wen-yuan,  "The 

Working C l a s s  Must E x e r c i s e  L e a d e r s h i p  i n  E v e r y t i n g , "  Red 
F l a g  (A ugus t  1 5 , 1 9 6 8 ) .

^^^P e o p l e ' s D a i l y , August  18,  I 9 6 8 .
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r a d i c a l  i n t e l l e c t u a l s F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  H s ia -F a n g  move­

ment was i n  f u l l  sw ing i n  S ep tem ber  I 9 6 8 . Hundreds and

t h o u s a n d s  o f  l i t t l e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  g e n e r a l s  were s e n t  t o  t h e
112c o u n t r y s i d e  and b o r d e r  r e g i o n s .  The b lo od y  Red Guards 

i n t e r n e c i n e  s t r u g g l e  was now o f f i c i a l l y  p u t  to  a n  end i n  

t r a g e d y .

S p on ta n eo u s  C i v i l  A n t i -G o v e rn m e n t  R e v o l t s

The G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o lu t i o n  was i n  

everyway an  o f f i c i a l l y  d i r e c t e d  n a t i o n w i d e  t u r m o i l . A l th o ug h  

s p o n ta n e o u s  c i v i l  a n t i - g o v e r n m e n t  u p r i s i n g s  d i d  e x i s t ,  i t  

seemed d i f f i c u l t  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  them c l e a r l y  from t h o s e  

o f f i c i a l l y  sp o n s o re d  v i o l e n c e s .  However,  some o b v io u s  c l u e s  

s t i l l  c o u ld  be found  w i t h  c a r e f u l  e x a m in a t io n .

I n  a  b r i e f  r e v i e w  o f  communist  r u l e  s i n c e  1 9 ^ 9 i i t s  

s t r i c t  c o n t r o l ,  numerous mass movements and i n d o c t r i n a t i o n s ,  

s e r i o u s  economic d i s a s t e r s ,  and  b u r e a u c r a t i c  c o r r u p t i o n  had  

had  c a u se d  w i d e s p r e a d  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  s o c i e t y .  A l t h ­

ough t h e  p e r s e v e r i n g  and  i n d u s t r i o u s  o r d i n a r y  C h in ese  p e o p le  

and  h u m a n i s t i c  minded i n t e l l e c t u a l s  h a d  t a k e n  a l l  o f  t h e s e

h a r d s h i p s  s i l e n t l y , t h e y  n e v e r  abandoned  t h e  hope f o r  a
113ch an c e  to  e x p r e s s  t h e m s e l v e s .  M ao 's  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n

^^^P e k in g  R ev iew , (August  9 ,  1 9 ^ 8 ) ,  pp .  5 - 6 .
^^^P e k in g  R ev iew , ( O c to b e r  4 ,  1 9 6 8 ) , pp .  1 4 -1 5 .
^ ^ ^ L iv io  M a i ta n ,  P a r t y ,  Army and Masses i n  China  

(London: NLB, 1 9 7 6 ) ,  p p .  5 2 - 6 Ï .
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C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  a g a i n s t  h i s  o p p o n e n ts  was p o s s i b l e  l a r g e l y  

b e c a u s e  o f  h i s  m a n i p u l a t i o n  o f  such mass g r i e v a n c e s .  He 

s k i l l f u l l y  l a i d  t h e  blame on h i s  o p p o n e n ts  a n d  a c t e d  a s  a 

s a v i o r .  As Zb ign iew  B r z e z i n s k i  p o i n t e d  o u t ,  a  d i c t a t o r  o f t e n  

u s e s  s c a p e g o a t  s t r a t e g y  e i t h e r  to  e l i m i n a t e  h i s  opponen t  o r  

t o  c o n s o l i d a t e  h i s  p o s i t i o n . T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a ­

r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n ,  most  o f  t h e  M a o is t  p ro p ag a n d a  c o u ld  

be  summarized  i n t o  t h i s  p a t t e r n :  Had C ha irm an  Mao known,

t h i n g s  would n o t  be so bad ;  o r  had Chairm an M ao 's  p o l i c y  l i n e  

b e e n  f o l l o w e d ,  C h ina  would be  a  p a r a d i s e  a l r e a d y .  Thus,  t h e  

C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  p r o v i d e d  t h e  C h in ese  p e o p l e  a  chance  t o  

d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e i r  l o n g  subdued  g r i e v a n c e s .

Workers  S t r i k e

I t  was t r u e  t h a t  t h e  so c a l l e d  economism i n  e a r l y  19&7 

was i n i t i a l l y  a g i t a t e d  by some P a r t y  c a d r e s  who gave  t h e  w or­

k e r s  some b on u s  i n  a n  a t t e m p t  to  win t h e i r  s u p p o r t .  But l a t e r  

i n c i d e n t s  p r o v e d  t h a t  t h e  w id e s p r e a d  d o c k e r s ,  r a i l r o a d e r s  

and o t h e r  f a c t o r y  w o r k e r s '  s t r i k e s  and r e v o l t s  were  l a r g e l y  

p rom pted  by t h e i r  a c c u m u l a t i v e  g e n u in e  g r i e v a n c e s .  They were  

m o t i v a t e d  more by t h e i r  own b e n e f i t s  such  a s  h i g h e r  wages 

r e a s o n a b l e  w ork in g  h o u r s  and b e t t e r  l i f e  t h a n  by M ao is t  r e v o ­

l u t i o n a r y  c a u s e s .  A l l  t h e s e  w orke r  r e v o l t s  v i r t u a l l y  r e s u l t e d  

i n  t h e  d i s r u p t i o n  o f  f o r e i g n  t r a d e ,  c o n f u s i o n  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,

3 5 .
^^^Z b ign iew  B r z e z i n s k i ,  The P e rm an e n t  P u r g e , pp .  3k-



82
and t h e  s t a n d s t i l l  o f  m ost  f a c t o r i e s ^ ^ ^  t h a t  s e r i o u s l y  dama­

ged t h e  C h in e s e  economy.

M i n o r i t y  Groups U p r i s i n g

The G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  a l s o  p r o v i d e d  

a  p r e t e x t  f o r  d i f f e r e n t  s egm en ts  o f  C h i n a ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  t o  v e n t  

t h e i r  g r i e f . T h e  most  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  i n c i d e n t  was t h e  

r e v o l t  o f  Muslim Hui r e s i d e n t s  i n  P e k in g .  On J a n u a r y  18,  196? ,  

some f o u r  h u n d r e d  Muslim H u i s , u n d e r  t h e  name o f  t h e  C u l t u r a l  

R e v o l u t i o n ,  s to r m e d  a  p o l i c e  s t a t i o n  i n  t h e  Hsuanwu D i s t r i c t  

o f  P e k i n g ,  w here  t h e i r  community was l o c a t e d ,  and  i n j u r e d  

several p o l i c e m e n .  While  t h e  p o l i c e  a r r e s t e d  t h e i r  leaders 
responsible for t h e  a t t a c k ,  a  l a r g e r  Muslim Huis crowd returned 
t o  a t t a c k  t h e  p o l i c e  s t a t i o n  a g a i n .  "C rush  t h e  d o g ' s  head of 
t h e  p o l i c e , "  t h e y  s h o u t e d  a s  t h e y  b ro k e  windows and  smashed 

f u r n i t u r e s .  T h i s  i n c i d e n t  was a n  o b v io u s  p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  

communist  r e l i g i o u s  p e r s e c u t i o n  and  s t r i c t  p o l i c e  c o n t r o l .  

A l th o u g h  t h i s  H u i s  r e v o l t  l a s t e d  o n ly  two weeks an d  f i n a l l y  

s u p p r e s s e d  by r e i n f o r c e d  p o l i c e  s t r e n g t h ,  t h e  o f f i c i a l  alle­
g a t i o n  c o u l d  n o t  b u t  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  t h e  a n t i - M a o i s t  " da rk

^ N ea le  H u n t e r ,  " P o r t  i n  a  S to rm ,"  F a r  E a s t  Economic 
Review ( J u n e  22,  196?) p p . 663 - 6 6 7 ; J a n  S. P r y b y l a ,  "Communist 
C h in a ;  The Economy and t h e  R e v o l u t i o n , "  C u r r e n t  H i s t o r y  
( S e p te m b e r ,  1 9 6 8 ) , pp .  1 3 5 -13 7 ;  The New York Times ( J a n u a r y  17»
1 9 6 9 ) ,  p .  64.

^ ^ ^ J u n e  D r e y e r ,  " C h i n a ' s  M i n o r i t y  N a t i o n a l i t i e s  i n  
t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n , "  The China  Q u a r t e r l y , No. 35 ( J u l y -  
S e p te m b e r ,  1 9 6 8 ) ,  p p .  9 6 - 1 0 9 »
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117f o r c e s "  were  s t i l l  p o w e r f u l .

G u e r r i l l a  W arfa re

I n  ex t rem e  c a s e s ,  t h e  g r i e v a n c e s  o f  t h e  d e p r e s s e d

p e o p le  f o u n d  e x p r e s s i o n  i n  g u e r r i l l a  w a r f a r e .  They form ed

i n t o  b an ds  f i g h t i n g  i n  t h e  h i l l s  and  m o u n ta in s  i n  d i r e c t
11 8d e f i a n c e  o f  M a o i s t  a u t h o r i t y .  F o r  exam ple ,  such  " c o u n t e r ­

r e v o l u t i o n a r y "  g u e r r i l l a  a c t i v i t i e s  were  so s e r i o u s  i n  Szechwan 

m o u n ta in s  t h a t  t h e  l o c a l  g e n e r a l  a s k e d  f o r  r e i n f o r c e m e n t s  t o  

s u p p r e s s  them. I n  o r d e r  t o  v i l l i f y  t h e s e  c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a ­

r i e s ,  t h e  M a o i s t  p ro p a g a n d a  was c o m p e l l e d  t o  a c c u s e  them a s
119t h e  rem n an ts  o f  N a t i o n a l i s t  t r o o p s .

S o c i a l  Crimes

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  v a r i o u s  k i n d s  o f  o r g a n i z e d  r e v o l t s

a g a i n s t  o f f i c i a l  a u t h o r i t y ,  t h e r e  were a l s o  w i d e s p r e a d

s e r i o u s  c r i m e s  t h a t  a lm o s t  t o r e  a p a r t  t h e  whole  s o c i a l  f a b r i c .

A N o t i c e  i s s u e d  by t h e  c e n t r a l  M ao is t  l e a d e r s h i p  c l e a r l y

r e v e a l e d  t h e  s e r i o u s n e s s  o f  t h e s e  c r i m e s .

The c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  i n  v a r i o u s  r e g i o n s  were 
r o b b i n g  b an ks  and  w a r e h o u s e s ,  b u r n i n g  o r  b lo w in g

^^^P e k i n g  D a i l y , "Drag o u t  t h e  H a n d fu l  o f  C o u n t e r -  
R e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  i n  t h e  'Hui  N a t i o n a l i t y  Rebel  R eg im en t '  to  
Face t h e  P u b l i c , "  i n  SCMP ( S u p p ) . ,  No. 177 ( A p r i l  19,  1 9 6 7 ) ,
p p .  29 - 3 2 .1 1 O

Thomas Mathews, "The C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  i n  S ze ­
chwan,"  ( U n p u b l i s h e d  p a p e r ,  Ju n e  1 9 7 I ) .

l l ^ I b i d .
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up p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s  and p r i v a t e  homes, s t e a l i n g  a u t o ­
m o b i l e s  and t r u c k s ,  d i s r u p t i n g  r a i l t r a f f i c ,  k i l l i n g  
s o l d i e r s  and p o l i c e s  and  s e i z i n g  t h e i r  weapons,  and 
r e f u s i n g  t o  obey P e k in g  d i r e c t i v e s .

W hile  t h r e a t e n i n g  t h e  g u i l t y  w i t h  s e v e r e  p u n i s h m e n t ,  t h e

N o t i c e  a l s o  added  a  s w e e te n in g  p ro m is e  t h a t  t h o s e  who had

b e e n  c o e r c e d  o r  hoodwinked i n t o  c o m m i t t i n g  c r i m e s  would be 
120p a r d o n e d .  B ecause  o f  t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  o f  a  c l o s e d  s o c i e t y ,

t h e  a c c u r a t e  s t a t i s t i c s  o f  t h e s e  c r im e s  c o u ld  n o t  be o b t a i n e d .  

But t h e  N o t i c e  c l e a r l y  i l l u s t r a t e d  n o t  o n ly  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  

a n a r c h y ,  b u t  t h e  d e g re e  t o  which c e n t r a l  a u t h o r i t y  had b e e n  

damaged.

A f t e r m a th  o f  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  

C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n

I n  O c to b e r  1968,  an  E n la r g e d  T w e l f th  Plenum o f  t h e

E ig h t h  C e n t r a l  Committee  o f  t h e  C h in e s e  Communist P a r t y  was

h e l d .  L iu  S h a o - c h i  was o f f i c i a l l y  d i s m i s s e d  from a l l  h i s
121P a r t y  a s  w e l l  a s  governm ent  p o s t s .  The p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r

t h e  r e e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  c e n t r a l  P a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n  was u n d e r  

way im m e d ia te ly  a f t e r  t h e  Plenum. F iv e  m onths  l a t e r ,  i n  

e a r l y  A p r i l  1969,  t h e  N in th  P a r t y  C o n g re ss  was convened i n  

P e k i n g .  A new P a r t y  C o n s t i t u t i o n  s u g g e s t e d  by t h e  T w e l f th

1 2 0 " N o t i c e  o f  t h e  C e n t r a l  Com mit tee ,  S t a t e  C o u n c i l ,  
M i l i t a r y  Commission and C e n t r a l  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  Group, 
J u l y  24,  1 9 6 8 ,"  i n  SCMP. .  No. 4258 (S e p tem b er  I 6 , 1 9 6 8 ) ,
p p .  1 - 3 .

121n^n^^See " Q u a r t e r l y  C h r o n i c l e  and  D o c u m e n ta t io n ,"  The 
C h in a  Q u a r t e r l y ,  . 37 ( J a n u a r y - M a r c h ,  1 9 6 9 ) ,  pp .  1 50 -17 J7
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Plenum was a d o p te d  w i t h o u t  s i g n i f i c a n t  c h an g e .  I n  t h e  new

P a r t y  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  M ao 's  a b s o l u t e  p o s i t i o n  was r e a f f i r m e d

and  L in  P i a o  was d e s i g n a t e d  a s  Mao’ s a p p a r e n t  s u c c e s s o r .  The

N in th  C e n t r a l  Committee  was e l e c t e d  and,  f o l l o w i n g  i t s  F i r s t

Plenum, a  new P o l i t b u r o  and  i t s  S t a n d in g  Commit tee  were 
122o r g a n i z e d .  Now t h e  t u m u l t  o f  t h e  G re a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l ­

t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  was o f f i c i a l l y  t o  an  end, and  t h e  whole n a ­

t i o n  was s e t  on t h e  p a t h  back  t o  r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  s t a b i l i t y  and 

r e c o n s t r u c t i o n .

Zb ign iew  B r z e z i n s k i ,  i n  The Perm anent  P u r g e ,  h a s  

a rg u e d  t h a t  t h e  p u rg e  i n  a  t o t a l i t a r i a n  p o l i t i c a l  sys tem  i s  

n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  a lw ay s  a s  a n e g a t i v e  s i g n  o f  e v i l .  I t  o f t e n  

p e r f o r m s  u s e f u l  f u n c t i o n s .  By e l i m i n a t i n g  o p p o n e n t s ,  t h e  

p u rg e  s e r v e s  t o  p r o v i d e  a n  e le m e n t  o f  s e c u r i t y  f o r  t h e  l e a d e r ­

s h i p ;  t o  f o s t e r  e f f i c i e n c y  an d  d i s c i p l i n e  i n  t h e  b u r e a u c r a c y ;  

t o  promote  upward s o c i a l  m o b i l i t y ;  and t o  p r o v i d e  a n  o u t l e t  

f o r  a c c u m u la te d  s o c i a l  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n s . ^ ^ ^  M ao 's  G re a t  

P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  d i d  f u l f i l l  some o f  t h e s e  

f u n c t i o n s ,  b u t  i t s  s u c c e s s  was f a r  from u n q u a l i f i e d .  A l th o u g h  

th r o u g h  t h e  l a r g e  s c a l e  p u r g e ,  Mao had  a lm o s t  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y

122See " Q u a r t e r l y  C h r o n i c l e  and D o c u m e n ta t io n , "  The 
C hina  Q u a r t e r l y , No. 39 ( J u l y - S e p t e m b e r ,  1 9 6 9 ) ,  p p .  l 4 4 - l6 G ;  
1970  Yearbook on C h in e s e  Communism, pp.  I I - 8 - 9  and  1 1 -2 3 -^5 •

^^^Z b ig n iew  B r z e z i n s k i ,  The Pe rm anen t  P u r g e , pp .  33
and 1 6 8.
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124e l i m i n a t e d  most  o f  h i s  r e a l  o r  im a g in ed  o p p o n e n ts  and 

a c h i e v e d  n e a r l y  a b s o l u t e  d i c t a t o r s h i p ,  t h e  r e s u l t s  g e n e r a l l y  

d i d  n o t  meet M ao 's  e x p e c t a t i o n s .  The p r o b le m s ,  b o t h  o l d ,  

i n h e r i t e d  from t h e  p o l i t i c a l  sy s tem  i t s e l f ,  an d  new, g e n e r a t e d  

from t h e  t h r e e  y e a r  t u m u l t ,  r e m a in e d  even  more s e r i o u s  t h a n  

b e f o r e .  D u r in g  t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n ,  some p e o p le  d id  

s e i z e  a chance  t o  e x p r e s s  t h e i r  a c c u m u la te d  g r i e v a n c e s ,  b u t  

soon th e y  found  t h e m s e lv e s  s u f f e r i n g  a n  even p o o r e r  l i f e  and 

h a r s h e r  c o n t r o l .  I t  n o t  o n ly  f r u s t r a t e d  Mao h i m s e l f ,  b u t ,  

i n  Mao's  own w ords ,  " d i s a p p o i n t e d  t h e  w o rk e r ,  p e a s a n t s  and 

s o l d i e r s "  a s  a  whole .

The o b v io u s  a d v e r s e  e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  

were t h e  p a r a l y s i s  o f  P a r t y  and  government  a p p a r a t u s ,  m i l i ­

t a r y  c o n t r o l  o f  P a r t y  and governm ent  a f f a i r s  a t  a l l  l e v e l s ,

1 I n  1 9 6 6 , 127  p r o m in e n t  c a d r e s  i n  a l l  f i e l d s  were 
p u r g e d .  I n  I 9 6 7 , a n o t h e r  316 o f  I 70 members o f  t h e  E ig h th  
C e n t r a l  Committee ,  o n ly  53 s u r v i v e d .  Out o f  4-5 p r o v i n c i a l  
f i r s t  and seco n d  P a r t y  s e c r e t a r i e s ,  o n ly  n i n e  were  known t o  be 
a c t i v e  i n  I 9 6 8 . See The G r e a t  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  i n  China  
(Hong Kong: A s ia n  R e se a rc h  C e n t e r ,  1 9 6 7 ) ,  pp .  1 16 -1 9 3 ;  1 9 6 9 ~
Yearbook on C h in e s e  Communism, Vol .  I I ,  pp .  IV -1 3 -2 6 ;  The 
New York T im e s , June  24,  1 9 6 8 .

124 The p e o p le  t h a t  b e lo n g e d  to  t h e  so c a l l e d  F iv e -  
B l a c k - C la s s  were u n d e r  even  much s t r i c t e r  c o n t r o l  t h r o u g h o u t  
t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n .

^ ^ ^ I n  N in th  C e n t r a l  Com m it tee ,  46% o f  i t s  members were 
from th e  m i l i t a r y .  I n  t h e  P o l i t b u r o ,  n e a r l y  h a l f  t h e  members 
were g e n e r a l s .  I n  29 p r o v i n c i a l  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c o m m i t t e e s ,
19 were c h a i r e d  by m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r s .  See James R. Townsend, 
P o l i t i c s  i n  C h i n a , pp .  2 61-271 .
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s e r i o u s  r e g r e s s i o n  o f  economy i n  a l l  f i e l d s , d i s a p p o i n t ­

ment o f  y o u t h s , a n d  t h e  c o n t i n u o u s  d i s o r d e r  o f  s o c i e t y .

L i v i o  M a i ta n  p r o v i d e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a s s e s s m e n t ;

The f a i l u r e  t o  smash t h e  o l d  s t a t e  m achine  and 
r e p l a c e  i t  w i t h  e n t i r e l y  new b o d i e s  had  a  p a r t i c u ­
l a r l y  a d v e r s e  e f f e c t  on d e v e lo p m e n ts  a f t e r  t h e  
s e i z u r e  o f  pow er .  I n s t e a d ,  t h e r e  d e v e lo p e d  a  h y b r i d  
form , which m ean t  t h e  o l d  s t r u c t u r e ,  methods and 
p e r s o n n e l  c o n t i n u e d  t o  e x e r c i s e  a n  i m p o r t a n t  i n f l u e n c e . . .
R ea l  o r g a n s o f  w o r k e r s ' and p e a s a n t s ' democracy were
n o t  s e t  up and  dom inan t  a p p a r a t u s  drew away from t h e
m a s s e s .  T h i s  r e s u l t e d  i n t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  p r i v i l e g e d
s t r a t a ,  t h e s l o w i n g  down o f t h e  r a t e o f  economic
g ro w th ,  t h e a p p e a r a n c e  o f d i s t o r t i o n s and i m b a la n c e s
i n  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  t h e economy and a  f a i l u r e  to

127
A g r i c . I n d u s . P e r F o r e i g n
In d e x In d e x C a p i t a Trade

Y ear 1950=100 1950=100 US $ US$ in Mil.
1966 1 1 5 . 6 6 2 3 0 .7 1 1 8 9 . 5 0 4 , 0 7 0
1967 1 2 3 .4 9 2 0 1 .9 0 1 8 0 .0 3 3 , 7 7 0
1968 1 1 5 . 6 6 222 .10 1 7 7 . 7 7 3 , 6 3 5
1969 1 1 7 . 9 6 3 6 4 . 6 2 1 9 1 . 7 3 3 , 6 1 0

See U .S .  C o n g r e s s ,  J o i n t  Economic Com m it tee ,  Ch ina:  A R eas ­
s e s s m e n t  o f  t h e  Economy (W ash ing to n ,  D .C . :  Government P r i n t i n g
O f f i c e ,  1 9 7 5 ) .  pp .  4 2 - 4 3 ,

The y o u t h s  w ere  g e n e r a l l y  k e p t  o u t  f rom  r u l i n g  c i r c l e .  
Fo r  exam ple ,  among 279 members o f  t h e  N in th  C e n t r a l  Committee  
o n ly  two were Red Guard l e a d e r s ;  and  o f  t h e  c h a i rm a n  and  
f i r s t  v i c e  c h a i rm a n  o f  29 p r o v i n c i a l  c o m m i t t e e s ,  none o f  them 
were  mass r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  See James R. Townsend, P o l i t i c s  
i n  C h i n a , pp .  261 -27 1 .  M i l l i o n s  o f  y o u t h s  who were s e n t  to  
t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e  c o u ld  n o t  b e a r  t h e  h a r s h  l i f e  and s t r i c t  
d i s c i p l i n e .  They i l l e g a l l y  d r i f t e d  b a c k  t o  t h e  c i t i e s  l i v ­
i n g  i n  a n  u n d e rw o r ld ,  e n g a g i n g  i n  a c t i v i t i e s  r a n g i n g  from 
b l a c k - m a r k e t e e r i n g ,  t h e f t ,  t o  p r o s t i t u t i o n .  Hundreds  o f  
them were a r r e s t e d  and  e x e c u t e d .  See The New York T im e s , ( Ju n e  
1 0 ,  1 9 7 0 ) ,  p .  8,  and  The B a l t i m o r e  Sun (December 27, 1 9 7 0 ) .  p .  6.

^ ^ ^ The New York T im e s , ( Ju n e  7» 1 9 7 0 ) ,  p .  12; R i c h a r d  
Hughes ,  "Mao Makes t h e  T r i a l s  Run on T im e ,"  The New York Times 
Sunday Magazine  (A ugus t  23» 1 9 7 0 ) ,  p p .  23, 6 7 - 6 8 .
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t h e  economy and a  f a i l u r e  to  make f u l l  u s e  o f  a l l  
t h e  p o t e n t i a l  i n h e r e n t  i n  t h e  new mode o f  p r o d u c ­
t i o n . 130

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  a l l  t h e s e ,  t h e  more s e r i o u s  p ro b lem  

was t h e  i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  o f  f a c t i o n a l  f e u d s  and  s t r u g g l e s .  

D u r in g  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n ,  c e r t a i n  

f o r m u la  l a b e l e d  a s  r e v i s i o n i s t  b ro k e  down, b u t  n o t  b e f o r e  a 

new c o n s e n s u s  o r  compromise had  b e e n  made. I n  t h e  p o s t - C u l -  

t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  p e r i o d ,  a new power c e n t e r  was e s t a b l i s h e d ;  

b u t  t h e  a s c e n d a n c y  o f  L in  P i a o ' s  F o u r t h  F i e l d  Army Group com­

p l e t e l y  t i p p e d  t h e  o l d  b a l a n c e  o f  power among f a c t i o n s .  T h i s  

s i t u a t i o n  p l u s  t h e  f a c t i o n a l  f e u d s  a c c u m u la t e d  d u r i n g  th e  

G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  would i n e v i t a b l y  l e a d  to  

s u c c e s s i v e  power s t r u g g l e s .

I t  was o b v io u s  t h a t  a t  t h e  o u t s e t  o f  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e ­

t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n ,  Mao 's  c o a l i t i o n  t r i a n g l e ,  which 

c o n s i s t e d  o f  r a d i c a l s ,  b u r e a u c r a t s  and m i l i t a r y m e n ,  was a n  

e x p e d i e n t  u n i t e d  f r o n t  s t r a t e g y .  Chou E n - l a i ' s  p o l i c y  o r i e n ­

t a t i o n  was n e v e r  q u i t e  i d e n t i c a l  w i t h  Mao 's  u n r e a l i s t i c  r a d i ­

c a l i s m  and  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  t o  L iu  S h a o - c h i ' s  e x c e p t  c e r t a i n
131c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  o f  p e r s o n a l  power p o s i t i o n .  ^ Mao had  n e v e r

130 L i v i o  M a i ta n ,  P a r t y ,  Army and Masses i n  C h in a ,  pp .
3 50 -3 5 1 .

^^^On J u l y  22,  1961 ,  Teng To u s e d  h i s t o r i c a l  e v e n t s  
to  a t t r i b u t e  communist  C h i n a ' s  c o r r u p t i o n  t o  t h e  l a c k  o f  an  
" i n t e l l i g e n t  and  c a p a b l e  p r im e  m i n i s t e r  a t  t h e  t o p . "  I t  
was r e p o r t e d  t h a t  L iu  S h a o - c h i ' s  g roup  i n t e n d e d  t o  p rom ote  
P e k in g  Mayor Peng  Chen a s  p r e m i e r  i n  t h e  r e p l a c e m e n t  o f  Chou 
E n - l a i .  See Yao Wen-yuan, "On T h ree  Fam ily  V i l l a g e , "  i b i d . , 
p .  10; 1969  Yearbook on C h i n e s e  Communism, V o l .  I ,  p .  V-11.
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r e a l l y  t r u s t e d  L i n  P i a o ,  even  a t  t h e  t im e  when t h e  c o a l i t i o n
132was fo rm ed ,  due t o  L i n ' s  p e r s o n a l  power a m b i t i o n s .  T h e r e ­

f o r e ,  when L in  P i a o  u n i t e d  w i t h  Chen P o - t a  t o  a c h i e v e  v i c t o r y
133a t  t h e  N in th  P a r t y  C o n g r e s s ,  a  new power s t r u g g l e  immedia­

t e l y  b e g a n . M a o  u n i t e d  w i t h  Chou E n - l a i ,  p u r g e d  Chen P o - t a  

i m m e d ia te ly  a f t e r  t h e  Second Plenum o f  t h e  N in th  C e n t r a l  

Committee  i n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1970,  and  t h e n  L i n  P i a o  i n  Septem ber  

1971  a f t e r  L i n ' s  a b o r t i v e  coup a g a i n s t  Mao. A long w i th  L in ,  

a l l  h i s  o t h e r  f i v e  a s s o c i a t e s  i n  t h e  P o l i t b u r o - - Y e h  Chun, 

h i s  w i f e ,  Huang Y ung-sheng ,  c h i e f  o f  t h e  G e n e r a l  S t a f f ,  Wu 

F e - h s i e n ,  A i r  F o rc e  Commander i n  C h i e f ,  L i  T s o -p e n g ,  Naval  

Commander i n  C h i e f ,  and Chiu H u i - t s o ,  Commander i n  C h i e f  o f  

L o g i s t i c - - w e r e  p u r g e d .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  n e a r l y  a  h u n d red  o t h e r

See "Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  P r i v a t e  L e t t e r  to  Chiang Ching,  
J u l y  1 9 6 6 , ” i n  The S ea rc h  f o r  a  New C h i n a , W inberg  C ha i ,  ed.  
(New York: G. P.  P u tn a m 's  Sons ,  1975 )1 PP- 2 2 2 -2 25 .

^ ^ ^ I n  t h e  N in th  C e n t r a l  Com m it tee ,  m i l i t a r y  members 
were  46 p e r c e n t .  I n  t h e  p o w e r f u l  P o l i t b u r o ,  o f  tw e n ty  one 
f u l l  members f i v e  were  f rom F o u r th  F i e l d  Army f a c t i o n .  
I n c l u d i n g  Chen P o - t a  and L i n  P i a o ' s  w i f e  Yeh Chun, one t h i r d  
o f  t h e  P o l i t b u r o  members b e lo n g e d  t o  L i n  P i a o ' s  f a c t i o n .
See James R. Townsend, P o l i t i c s  i n  C h i n a , p .  2 6 7 .

^^^Chou E n - l a i ,  " T a lk s  w i t h  D e l e g a t i o n  o f  t h e  Ameri­
c a n  S o c i e t y  o f  Newspaper E d i t o r s  V i s i t i n g  C h ina  on  Q u e s t io n  
o f  L in  P i a o ,  O c to b e r  7, 1 9 7 2 ,"  i n  The New York T im e s , O c to ­
b e r  12 ,  1972; "Document o f  t h e  C e n t r a l  Committee  o f  t h e  
C h in e s e  Communist P a r t y ,  Chung-Fa No. 24,  1 9 7 2 ,"  and "E v idence  
o f  t h e  L in  P ia o  A n t i - P a r t y  C l i q u e ' s  A t tem p t  t o  Launch a 
C o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r y  Coup, 1 9 7 1 ,"  i n  W inberg  C h a i ,  The 
S e a rc h  f o r  a  New C hina  pp .  241-249 .
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g e n e r a l s  were  removed from o f f i c e .

T h is  p o s t  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  power s t r u g g l e  be tw een  

L in  and  Mao-Chou, which l e d  t o  t h e  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  L i n  P i a o ' s  

f a c t i o n ,  h a s  had  t rem endous  r e p e r c u s s i o n s  on Communist C h i n a ' s  

d o m e s t i c  p o l i t i c s  a s  w e l l  a s  f o r e i g n  p o l i c i e s .  A f t e r  th e  N in th  

P a r t y  C o n g r e s s ,  L i n  P i a o ' s  s t r a t e g y  f o r  k e e p i n g  h i s  p ro m in en t  

p o s i t i o n  was t h e  advocacy  o f  M a o is t  r a d i c a l i s m  a t  t h e  expense  

o f  o t h e r  c o n s e r v a t i v e  m i l i t a r y  f a c t i o n s  a s  w e l l  a s  Chou En- 

l a i  ' s b u r e a u c r a t s .  Dur ing  t h e  p e r i o d  f rom  I 969  t o  19 7 0 1 t h e r e  

were  marked l e f t i s t  t r e n d s  i n  d o m e s t i c  p o l i t i c s .  M a t e r i a l  

i n c e n t i v e s  were  d i s c o u r a g e d  and  i m p o r t a n c e  was g i v e n  t o  p o l i ­

t i c a l  a t t i t u d e s  i n  d e c i d i n g  paym en ts  f o r  w o r k e r s  and  f a r m e r s .  

P r i v a t e  p l o t s  were  c r i t i c i z e d .  R ed n ess  was e m p has ized  i n  

t h e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  new l e a d e r s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  

o f  o l d  c a d r e s .  T h i s  e n a b le d  L i n  P i a o  t o  k e ep  away h i s  oppon­

e n t s  w h i l e  " i n f i l t r a t i n g  h i s  p a r t i s a n s  i n t o  t h e  k ey  o rg an s  o f

s t a t e  p o w e r . I n  a d d i t i o n ,  m i l i t a r y  e x p e n d i t u r e s  f o r  t h e
137p r o c u r e m e n t  o f  new weapons were  i n c r e a s e d ,  and t h e  q u e s t i o n s

^ ^ I b i d . ; P h i l i p  B r idgham , "The F a l l  o f  L i n  P i a o , "
The C h in a  Q u a r t e r l y . No. 55 ( J u l y - S e p t e m b e r ,  1 9 7 3 ) .  PP- 4^ 0 -  
477; J u r g e n  Domes, "New C o u rse  i n  C h in e s e  Dom est ic  P o l i t i c s :  
The Anatomy o f  R e a d j u s t m e n t , "  A s ia n  S u rv e y  ( J u l y ,  197 3 ) ,  PP* 
633-646 .  Henry S. B r a d s h e r ,  "China :  The R a d i c a l  O f f e n s i v e , "
A s ia n  Survey  (November, 1 9 7 3 ) ,  PP* 9 8 9 -1 0 0 9 ;  Yin-mao Kau and 
P i e r r e  M. P e r r o l l e ,  "The P o l i t i c s  o f  L i n  P i a o ' s  A b o r t i v e  
M i l i t a r y  Coup,"  A s ia n  Survey  ( J u n e ,  1 9 7 4 ) ,  PP* 558-577*

^ ^ ^ Jo h n  B u r n s ,  "Mao i s  Quoted As S a y i n g  L i n  was k i l l e d  
i n  C r a s h , "  The New York T im e s , J u l y  28 ,  1972 .  Mao and L i n ’ s 
d i s a g r e e m e n t  on c a d r e  p o l i c y  s e e  P h i l i p  Br idgham , "The F a l l  
o f  L i n  P i a o , "  i b i d . , pp .  4 52 -455-

^^^ China :  A R e a s se s sm en t  o f  t h e  Economy, pp.  4 6 0 -4 6 4 .
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o f  S in o -U .S .  rap p ro c h em e n t  a s  w e l l  a s  Communist C h i n a ' s  r o l e  

i n  I n d o c h in a  War were  u n d e r  d i s p u t e s . I n  i d e o l o g i c a l  

p e r s p e c t i v e ,  Mao seemed to  h a v e  no r e a s o n  t o  p u rg e  Chen P o - t a  

o r  L in  P i a o ,  b u t  power c o u n t e d  more t h a n  i d e o l o g y .  P h i l i p  

Bridgham o b s e r v e d  t h a t  t h e  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h e  p u rg e  o f  L in  P ia o  

a p p e a re d  t o  be  t h e  same a s  f o r  t h e  o r i g i n  o f  t h e  G re a t  P r o l e t a ­

r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n .

As L iu  S h a o - c h i  was c h a r g e d  w i t h  c o r r u p t i n g  t h e  
P a r t y  and  s t a t e  a p p a r a t u s  w i t h  a form o f  r i g h t i s t  
r e v i s i o n i s m  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 6 0 ' s ,  so L in  P iao  i s  now 
c h a r g e d  w i t h  c o r r u p t i n g  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a p p a r a t u s  
w i t h  a  form o f  l e f t i s t  r e v i s i o n i s m ,  t h e  end r e s u l t  i n  
each  c a s e  b e i n g  t h e  s a b o t a g e  and f a i l u r e  o f  Mao 's  
p o l i c i e s . 139

T h e r e f o r e ,  a f t e r  t h e  p u r g e ,  L i n  P ia o  was a c c u s e d  o f  b e i n g  a 

p o l i t i c a l  s w i n d l e r  o r  sham M a r x i s t  and  o f  p u r s u i n g  a n  u l t r a ­

l e f t i s t  l i n e  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  Mao's  T hought .  He was a  t r a i t o r  

m a i n t a i n i n g  i l l i c i t  r e l a t i o n s  w i th  t h e  S o v i e t  Union. From t h e  

f a l l  o f  1971  on,  Chou E n - l a i ' s  power and i n f l u e n c e  i n  Communist 

C h i n a ' s  p o l i t i c s  g r e a t l y  i n c r e a s e d .  T here  was an  o b v io u s  

r i g h t i s t  t e n d e n c y  i n  b o th  d o m e s t i c  and  f o r e i g n  a f f a i r s .  Old 

c a d r e s  who were  p u rg e d  o r  c r i t i c i z e d  d u r i n g  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e ­

t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  w e re  r e h a b i l i t a t e d  i n  a  l a r g e  s c a l e ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  g e n e r a l s  o f  t h e  T h i r d ,  Second,  and a  r e l a t i v e l y  

s m a l l  number o f  t h e  F i r s t  F i e l d  Army f a c t i o n s . M o s t

^^^See  f o o t n o t e  135-
^ ^ ^ P h i l i p  Bridghma, "The F a l l  o f  L in  P i a o , "  i b i d . ,

p .  4 3 0 .
^ ^ ^ J u r g e n  Domes, "New C ourse  i n  C h in ese  Domestic  

P o l i t i c s , "  i b i d . , pp .  6 3 7 -6 4 0 .
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economic p o l i c i e s  r e t u r n e d  a g a i n  to w a rd  p r e - G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n

C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  p ra g m a t i s m .  E x p e n d i t u r e  on m i l i t a r y

p r o c u r e m e n t  d e c l i n e d  s h a r p l y .  I n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a f f a i r s ,

p e a c e f u l  c o e x i s t e n c e  w i t h  a l l  k i n d s  o f  c o u n t r i e s  e x c e p t

S o v i e t  Union was s t r e s s e d ,  and  r a p p ro a c h e m e n t  w i t h  U .S .  and

J a p a n  was a c c e l e r a t e d .  But  Chou E n - l a i ' s  p r a g m a t i c  game had

n e v e r  won M ao 's  f u l h e a r t e d  a p p r e c i a t i o n .  When C h o u 's  power

i n c r e a s e d ,  C h o u ' s  t r o u b l e  f o l l o w e d .  A f t e r  L i n  P i a o ' s  f a l l ,

t h e  rem nan t  o f  t h e  r a d i c a l s ,  u n d e r  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  Mrs.

Mao, b e g a n  g r a d u a l l y  t o  a s s e r t  t h e m s e l v e s .  By t h e  end o f

1 9 7 2 , a l o n g  w i t h  c r i t i c i s m  o f  L in  P i a o ,  a  n a t i o n w i d e  campaign

o f  c r i t i c i z i n g  C o n fu c io u s  was l a u n c h e d .  T h is  cam paign  p ro v ed

t o  be  a  p u r p o s e f u l  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  a g a i n s t  Chou

E n - l a i .  But t h e  s e r i o u s  d o m e s t i c  a s  w e l l  a s  e x t e r n a l  p rob lem s

g e n e r a t e d  by t h e  t u m u l t u o u s  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  and  t h e  L in

P i a o  c r i s i s  made Chou E n - l a i  i n d i s p e n s a b l e  t o  M ao 's  r u l e .  As

Donald  K l e i n  o b s e r v e d :

At a  b r o a d e r  l e v e l ,  we m igh t  b e g i n  w i t h  t h e  p r o p o ­
s i t i o n  t h a t  C h in a  c o u l d  e x i s t  w i t h o u t  a  Communist 
P a r t y ,  b u t  i t  c o u l d  n o t  e x i s t  w i t h o u t  a  c e n t r a l
c i v i l  b u r e a u c r a c y . I 4 l

T h is  p r o b a b l y  was t h e  main r e a s o n  why Chou was a t t a c k e d ,  

b u t  he f i n a l l y  s u r v i v e d  and  e x e r t e d  g r e a t  i n f l u e n c e  t h r o u g h ­

o u t  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  and L i n  P ia o  

c r i s i s .  However, Mao seemed n e v e r  t o  g iv e  up h i s  d e t e r m i n a t i o n

^^^Dona ld  W. K l e i n ,  "The S t a t e  C o u n c i l  and  t h e  C u l ­
t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n , "  The C h ina  Q u a r t e r l y , No. 35 ( J u l y - S e p e t m b e r  ,
1 9 6 8 ) ,  p .  9 4 .
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t o  p u rg e  C h o u ' s  b u r e a u c r a c y .  Y e t ,  t h i s  m ig h t  be  t h e  most

d i f f i c u l t  m i s s i o n  i n  Mao 's  l i f e .  As David A p t e r  p o i n t e d  o u t :

C i v i l  s e r v a n t s ,  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  e x p e r t i s e  and  modes 
o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  c o m p r i s e  t h e  s i n g l e  m ost  i m p o r t a n t  
g roup  f o r  t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  governm ent  p o l i c y  i n t o  
s o c i a l  p r a c t i c e .  B u t  t h e y  a r e  d i f f i c u l t  g roup  f o r  
p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s  t o  d e a l  w i t h  o r  a s s i m i l a t e  b e c a u s e  
t h e y  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  b e t t e r  e d u c a t e d  t h a n  t h e  p o l i t i ­
c i a n s  .142

I t  c o u ld  be  t h e  r e a s o n  why Mao was so r e g r e t f u l  i n  h i s  d e c l i n ­

i n g  y e a r s  t h a t  he f a i l e d  t o  r e a c h  t h e  peak  o f  h i s  r e v o l u t i o n .  

As h i s  l a s t  l e t t e r  t o  Mrs. Mao r e v e a l e d :

I n  t h e  s t r u g g l e  o f  t h e  p a s t  t e n  y e a r s  ( I 9 6 6 - I 9 7 6 )
I have  t r i e d  t o  r e a c h  t h e  peak  o f  r e v o l u t i o n ,  b u t  
I was n o t  s u c c e s s f u l .  But you c o u ld  r e a c h  t h e  t o p .
I f  you f a i l ,  you w i l l  p lu n g e  i n t o  a  f a t h o m l e s s  
a b y s s .  Your body w i l l  s h a t t e r .  Your b on es  w i l l  
b r e a k .143

Mao's  p r e d i c t i o n  p r o v e d  to  be  c o r r e c t ,  and t h e  f a c t ­

i o n a l  f e u d s  i n t e n s i f i e d  a s  s u c c e s s i v e  p u r g e s  c o n t i n u e .

142 David A p t e r ,  The P o l i t i c s  o f  M o d e r n i z a t i o n  (C h icago :  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Chicago P r e s s ,  1965)1  p . 16? .

^^^Roxanes W itk e ,  "Comrade C h ian g  Ching  T e l l s  Her  
S t o r y , "  Time Magazine  (March 21,  1977) 1 P» 59*



CHAPTER IV

COMMUNIST CHINA'S FOREIGN CONFLICT BEHAVIOR DURING 

THE GREAT PROLETARIAN CULTURAL REVOLUTION

Rudolph J .  Rummel 's  t h r e e - d i m e n s i o n a l  scheme f o r  

m e a s u r in g  f o r e i g n  c o n f l i c t  b e h a v i o r  c o n s i s t s  o f  t h i r t e e n  

i n d i c a t o r s .  The d i p l o m a t i c  d im e n s io n  i n c l u d e s  t h e  i n d i c a ­

t o r s  o f  e x p u l s i o n  and r e c a l l  o f  a m b a ss a d o r s ,  e x p u l s i o n  and 

r e c a l l  o f  l e s s e r  o f f i c i a l s ,  t r o o p  movements, p r o t e s t s ,  t h r e a t s ,  

and a c c u s a t i o n s .  S t o p p i n g  s h o r t  o f  v i o l e n c e ,  i t  r e p r e s e n t s  

a n o n v i o l e n t  form o f  f o r e i g n  c o n f l i c t .  The war d im e n s io n  

i n c l u d e s  t h e  v a r i a b l e s  o f  w ar ,  m i l i t a r y  a c t i o n ,  m o b i l i z a t i o n ,  

and number k i l l e d  i n  f o r e i g n  c o n f l i c t .  The t h i r d  i s  t h e  

b e l l i g e r e n c y  d im e n s io n ,  c o n t a i n i n g  s e v e r a n c e  o f  d i p l o m a t i c  

r e l a t i o n s ,  n e g a t i v e  s a n c t i o n s ,  a n t i - f o r e i g n  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s ,  

and e x p u l s i o n  and r e c a l l  o f  l e s s e r  o f f i c i a l s  ( t h i s  i n d i c a t o r  

o v e r l a p s  t h e  d i p l o m a t i c  d i m e n s i o n ) . ^ I t  i s  c o n f l i c t  b e h a v i o r  

t h a t  conveys on a n  a c t i v e l y  h o s t i l e  mood. Rummel e x p l a i n e d  

t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  e x t r a c t i o n  o f  a  b e l l i g e r e n c y  d im e n s io n

For d e f i n i t i o n  o f  t h e  t h i r t e e n  i n d i c a t o r s ,  see  
Rudolph J .  Rummel, i b i d . . pp .  69-70 and 102-105-  There  a r e  
some d i f f e r e n c e s  b e tw e e n  Rummel and W i l k e n f e l d  a s  w e l l  a s  
T a n t e r  i n  t h e i r  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  t h i r t e e n  i n d i c a t o r s .  
T h is  r e s e a r c h  f o l l o w e d  W i l k e n f e l d ' s .  For  d e t a i l s  see  J o n a ­
t h a n  W i l k e n f e l d ,  i b i d . , p p .  1 1 5 -1 1 4 .
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i n d e p e n d e n t  from war and d i p l o m a t i c  d im ens ion :

War and d i p l o m a t i c  c o n f l i c t  b e h a v i o r  b o t h  may be  
c a l c u l a t e d  c o l d l y  r a t i o n a l  a t  one t im e  and a t  a n o t h e r  
be u n d e r l a i n  w i t h  c o n s i d e r a b l e  b e l l i g e r e n c y .  The 
emergence o f  t h e  t h i r d  d i m e n s io n  i n d i c a t e s ,  how ever ,  
t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  k i n d s  o f  f o r e i g n  c o n f l i c t  b e h a v i o r  
t h a t  one may i d e n t i f y  a s  b e i n g  p a r t i c u l a r l y  o f  a  
b e l l i g e r e n t  n a t u r e .

A l l  o f  t h e s e  i n d i c a t o r s  seem a p p l i c a b l e  i n  d e s c r i b i n g  

Communist C h i n a ' s  f o r e i g n  c o n f l i c t  b e h a v i o r  d u r i n g  t h e  G r e a t  

P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n .  B u t ,  a s  a  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  

r e g im e ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  a l l  t h e s e  t r a d i t i o n a l  fo rm s  o f  c o n f l i c t  

b e h a v i o r .  Communist C h ina  had  p u t  g r e a t  emphas is  on t h e  advocacy  

and s u p p o r t  o f  s u b v e r s i v e  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h o s e  c o u n t r i e s  which 

i t  t h o u g h t  u n f r i e n d l y .  A l though  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  n a t i o n a l  l i b e ­

r a t i o n  h a s  been  Communist C h i n a ' s  h a b i t u a l  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y ,  i t  

seemed t o  be c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  a n  e x t r e m e l y  i r r a t i o n a l ,  p r o v o c a ­

t i v e ,  and d y s f u n c t i o n a l  manner d u r i n g  t h e  G re a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  

C u l t u r a l  R e v o lu t i o n  p e r i o d .  The c a s e  o f  Burma i l l u s t r a t e s  

t h i s  v i v i d l y .  T h e r e f o r e ,  i t  c a n  b e  g ro u p ed  a s  b e l l i g e r e n t  

c o n f l i c t  b e h a v i o r .  The f o c u s  o f  t h i s  C h a p te r  i s  on t h e  

q u e s t i o n  o f  w h e th e r  Communist C h i n a ' s  p r o v o c a t i v e  f o r e i g n  a c t i ­

v i t i e s  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  

R e v o l u t i o n  were g e n e r a t e d  f rom  t h e  d o m e s t i c  i s s u e s  and  t u r m o i l .

A B r i e f  Review o f  Communist C h i n a ' s  

F o r e i g n  P o l i c y  f rom  19^9 t o  1965

The p r im a r y  o b j e c t i v e s  o f  Communist C h i n a ' s  f o r e i g n

2
Rudolph J .  Rummel, i b i d . ,  p .  8 3 .
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p o l i c y  t h a t  have  rem a in e d  c o n s t a n t  t h r o u g h o u t  i t s  b r i e f  

h i s t o r y  were  t o  e n s u r e  t h e  s e c u r i t y  o f  t h e  s t a t e  o f  C hina  

a c c o r d i n g  to  Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  p e r c e p t i o n  and  t o  e n s u r e  t h e  con­

t i n u e d  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  C h inese  Communist P a r t y  w i t h i n  t h e
3

s t a t e .  I t s  b a s i c  s t r a t e g y  f o r  a c h i e v i n g  t h e s e  o b j e c t i v e s

was w o r ld  r e v o l u t i o n .  S u p e r f i c i a l l y ,  M ao 's  w o r ld  r e v o l u t i o n  
4d o c t r i n e  seemed t o  be an  a l t r u i s t i c  c o n c e r n  f o r  o p p r e s s e d  

p e o p l e s  and  a d e f e n s i v e  a t t i t u d e  to w a rd s  t h e  d a n g e r  o f  W es te rn  

i m p e r i a l i s t s  and modern r e v i s i o n i s t s '  a g g r e s s i o n .  I n  r e a l i t y ,  

i t  was a  s k i l l f u l  e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  b o t h  C h in e s e  and t h i r d  w or ld  

p e o p l e s '  f e e l i n g s  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  h u m i l i a t i o n  imposed on them 

by c o l o n i a l  p o w e rs ,  i n c l u d i n g  T s a r i s t  R u s s i a  and m a jo r  Wes­

t e r n  pow ers ,  t o  s e r v e  t h e  i n t e r n a l  a s  w e l l  a s  e x t e r n a l  i n t e r e s t s  

o f  t h e  M ao is t  r e g im e .  D o m e s t i c a l l y ,  i t  c o u ld  p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y  

c r e a t e  a s e n s e  o f  t h r e a t  and a  v i s i o n  o f  f u t u r e  g r e a t n e s s  to  

c o n v in c e  t h e  C h in e s e  p e o p le  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s a l i t y  an d  i n f a l l i ­

b i l i t y  o f  Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  Thought which was t h e  s o l e  s o u r c e  o f  

l e g i t i m a c y  o f  t h e  r e g im e ,  and t o  m o b i l i z e  t h e  p o p u l a c e  i n  

s u p p o r t  o f  M ao is t  o p p r e s s i v e  c o n t r o l  and  r a d i c a l  r e f o r m s .  I t  

was p r o b a b l y  t h i s  n e a r l y  r e l i g i o u s  s e n t i m e n t  t h a t  c o u l d  make 

t h e  M aois t  s l o g a n  o f  " s a c r i f i c i n g  t h i s  g e n e r a t i o n  f o r  t h e

^ F o r  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h i s  o b s e r v a t i o n ,  s e e  Hans J .  Morgent-  
h a u ,  i n  D efen se  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  I n t e r e s t s  (New York;  A l f r e d  
A. Knopf,  1 9 5 1 H a r o l d  and  M a rg a re t  S p r o u t ,  An E c o l o g i c a l  
Pa rad igm  f o r  t h e  S tudy  o f  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  P o l i t i c s  ( P r i n c e t o n :  
C e n te r  f o r  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S t u d i e s ,  I 9 6 8 ) .

4 Fo r  d e t a i l s  s e e  C h a p te r  11 Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  c o n c e p t  
o f  w o r ld  r e v o l u t i o n .
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g l o r y  o f  t h e  f u t u r e "  a c c e p t a b l e  t o  t h e  C h in ese  p e o p l e .

E x t e r n a l l y ,  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  im b a la n c e  b e tw een  Commu­

n i s t  C h i n a ' s  l i m i t e d  r e s o u r c e s ^  and i t s  a m b i t i o u s l y  p r o c l a im e d  

r o l e  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  communist  movement, Mao 's  advocacy  o f  

w o r ld  r e v o l u t i o n ,  which s t r e s s e d  w i l l  power and s e l f - r e l i a n c e  

an d  c a l l e d  f o r  a  u n i t e d  s t r u g g l e  o f  t h e  t h i r d  w o r ld  c o u n t r i e s  

a g a i n s t  i m p e r i a l i s m  and r e v i s i o n i s m ,  was p r i m a r i l y  t o  s e r v e  

Communist C h i n a ' s  s t r a t e g i c  n e e d s  f o r  t h e  e x c l u s i o n  o f  t h e  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and  S o v i e t  U n ion  f rom  A s i a ,  and o f  t h e  c o m p e t i ­

t i o n  w i th  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and  S o v i e t  U nion  f o r  t h e  e x p a n s i o n  

o f  Communist C h i n a ' s  i n f l u e n c e  i n  A f r i c a  and L a t i n  Am erica .

So, when John  G. S t o e s s i n g e r  c a r e f u l l y  examined Communist 

C h i n a ' s  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s ,  he found  t h a t  Commu­

n i s t  C h i n a ' s  f o r e i g n  b e h a v i o r  h a s  b e e n  more M a c h i a v e l l i a n  

t h a n  i t s  s e l f - p r o c l a i m e d  Maoism o r  M arx ism .^  A lan  H u t c h i s o n ' s  

o b s e r v a t i o n  o f  Communist C h i n a ' s  R e v o l u t i o n  i n  A f r i c a  y i e l d e d  

t h e  same c o n c l u s i o n .  He p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t ,  l i k e  B r i t i s h  r u l i n g  

e l i t e s ,  t h e  o n ly  p e rm a n e n t  i n t e r e s t  t h a t  t h e  Communist China

^U.S.  C o n g r e s s ,  J o i n t  Economic Com m it tee ,  C h ina;  A 
R e a s se s sm e n t  o f  t h e  Economy, A l e x a n d e r  E c k s t e i n ,  Communist 
C h i n a ' s  Economic Growth an d  F o r e i g n  T rad e :  I m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r
U .S .  P o l i c y  (New York,  M cGraw-Hil l ,  1 9 ^ 6 ) ;  Samual B. G r i f f i t h , 
I I ,  "Communist C h i n a ' s  C a p a c i t y  t o  Make War,"  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s  , 
Vol .  ^3 .  No. 2 ( J a n u a r y ,  19 6 5 )1  PP* 217-236;  A l i c e  L an g ley  
H s i e h ,  " C h i n a ' s  N u c l e a r  M i s s i l e  Program : R e g io n a l  o r  I n t e r n a ­
t i o n a l , "  The C h ina  Q u a r t e r l y , No. 45 ( J a n u a r y - M a r c h , 1 9 7 1 ) ,  
p p .  85-99;  King C . Chen,  The F o r e i g n  P o l i c y  o f  C h ina  (Rose-  
l a n d ,  N . J . :  E a s t - W e s t  Who? I n c . ,  1 9 7 2 ) ,  pip. 1 6 7 - I 7I .

^ John  G. S t o e s s i n g e r ,  "China  and t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s , "  
i n  S in o -A m e r ic an  D e t e n t e , e d .  Gene T. H s ia o  (New York;
P r a e g e r  P u b l i s h e r s ,  1974) , p .  102.
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7

r e c o g n i z e d  was t h e  s u r v i v a l  o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  o f  which  t h e  

C h in e s e  Communist P a r t y  was t h e  s o l e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e .  T h e r e ­

f o r e ,  f rom  t h e  o u t s e t  Communist C h i n a ' s  f o r e i g n  a c t i v i t i e s  

were  c o n s t a n t l y  c o n d i t i o n e d  by i t s  d o m e s t i c  p o l i t i c a l  f a c t o r s .  

T ak in g  t h e  " l e a n  t o  one s i d e "  p o l i c y  f o r  exam ple ,  when Mao 

p e r c e i v e d  t h e  v i c t o r y  o f  t h e  C h in e s e  communist  r e v o l u t i o n  to  

be  o n ly  a  m a t t e r  o f  m on ths ,  he  u n e q u i v o c a l l y  d e c l a r e d  on 

J u l y  1 ,  1 9 4 9 :

(A)11 t h e  C h in e s e  p e o p l e ,  w i t h o u t  e x c e p t i o n ,  must  
l e a n  e i t h e r  on t h e  s i d e  o f  i m p e r i a l i s m  o r  on t h a t  o f  
s o c i a l i s m .  S i t t i n g  on  t h e  f e n c e  w i l l  n o t  do; n o r  i s  
t h e r e  a  t h i r d  r o a d . . .  Not o n l y  i n  C h in a ,  b u t  t h r o u g h ­
o u t  t h e  w o r l d ,  a l l  t h e  p e o p l e ,  w i t h o u t  e x c e p t i o n ,  
must  l e a n  e i t h e r  on i m p e r i a l i s m  o r  on s o c i a l i s m .  
N e u t r a l i t y  i s  m e re ly  a  c a m o u f la g e ;  a  t h i r d  ro a d  does  
n o t  e x i s t . . .  I n t e r n a t i o n a l l y  we b e lo n g  t o  t h e  s i d e  
o f  a n t i - i m p e r i a l i s t  f r o n t  h e a d e d  by t h e  S o v i e t  U n i o n , 
and so we c a n  o n ly  t u r n  t o  t h e  s i d e  f o r  g e n u in e  and 
f r i e n d l y  h e l p ,  n o t  t o  t h e  s i d e  o f  t h e  i m p e r i a l i s t  
f r o n t .8

Mao's  d e c l a r a t i o n  m ig h t  be  b a s e d  on h i s  p e r c e p t i o n  

o f  t h e  b i p o l a r  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  p o s t  World War I I  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

p o l i t i c a l  s t r u c t u r e .  But  h i s  v iew  o f  t h e  w o r ld  a s  m ere ly  

a n  a r e n a  o f  c o n f l i c t s  b e tw ee n  two i d e o l o g i e s ,  two forms o f  

s o c i e t y  and two i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s y s t e m s  was b a s i c a l l y  d e t e r m i n e d  

by t h e  n e e d s  o f  h i s  d o m e s t ic  s i t u a t i o n .

^Alan H u t c h i s o n ,  C h i n a ' s  A f r i c a n  R e v o l u t i o n  ( B o u l d e r ,  
C o lo ra d o :  W estv iew P r e s s ,  1 9 7 6 ) ,  p .  3; See a l s o  Samuel S. Kim,
"The P e o p l e ' s  R e p u b l i c  o f  C h ina  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s , "  World 
P o l i t i c s , Vol .  2 6 , No. 3 ( A p r i l ,  1 9 7 3 ) .  pp .  299-330 .O

Mao T s e - t u n g ,  On P e o p l e ' s  D e m o cra t ic  D i c t a t o r s h i p  
(P e k in g :  F o r e i g n  Language P r e s s ,  1 9 5 9 ) .  pp .  8 , 11 .
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. . .W e  a r e  f i r m l y  c o n v in c e d  t h a t  i n  o r d e r  t o  a c h i e v e  
v i c t o r y  and  c o n s o l i d a t e  i t  we must l e a n  on one s i d e . . .  
Only by d ra w in g  a  s h a r p  l i n e  b e tw e e n  r e a c t i o n a r i e s  
and  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s . . .  by r a i s i n g  o u r  own m ora le  w h i l e  
d e f l a t i n g  t h e  enem y 's  p r e s t i g e ,  c a n  we i s o l a t e  t h e  
r e a c t i o n a r i e s ,  d e f e a t  them o r  o u s t  t h e m . . .  We s h o u ld  
a l l  r e a l i z e  i t  i s  none o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  i m p e r i a l i s t s  and  
t h e i r  j a c k a l s  who a r e  h i n d e r i n g  u s  f rom  d o in g  b u s i n e s s  
a s  w e l l  a s  e s t a b l i s h i n g  d i p l o m a t i c  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  
f o r e i g n  c o u n t r i e s .  When, by u n i t i n g  a l l  d om es t ic  and 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  f o r c e s ,  we have  b e a t e n  t h e  r e a c t i o n a r i e s  
i n s i d e  and o u t s i d e  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  we c a n  do b u s i n e s s  and 
s h a l l  f i n d  i t  p o s s i b l e  t o  e s t a b l i s h  d i p l o m a t i c  r e l a t i o n s  
w i t h  a l l  f o r e i g n  c o u n t r i e s  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  e q u a l i t y ,  
m u tu a l  b e n e f i t  and m u tu a l  r e s p e c t  f o r  t e r r i t o r i a l  
i n t e g r i t y  and  s o v e r e i g n t y .9

I n  p r a c t i c e ,  i n  c o n c e r t  w i t h  t h e  o p p r e s s i v e  and r a d i c a l  

m easu re s  o f  d o m e s t i c  c o n s o l i d a t i o n ,  a t  t h e  v e r y  i n c e p t i o n  o f  

h i s  r e g im e ,  Mao was d e te r m in e d  n o t  o n ly  to  r o o t  o u t  a l l  t h e  

W es te rn  i m p e r i a l i s t  i n f l u e n c e s ,  b u t  a c t u a l l y  to  remove t h e i r  

p h y s i c a l  p r e s e n c e .  By t h e  end o f  1 9 ^ 9 i t h r o u g h  a  v i r u l e n t  

a n t i - i m p e r i a l i s t  cam paign ,  t h e  M aois t  reg im e  a p p e a re d  to  be 

w i l l i n g  t o  do e v e r y t h i n g  p o s s i b l e  i n  d e f i a n c e  o f  t h e  e s t a b l i s ­

hed  c o n v e n t i o n s  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  law t o  h u m i l i a t e  m ajor  

W e s te rn  p o w ers ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s . I t  was made 

i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  E uropean  b u s i n e s s  e n t e r p r i s e s  and r e l i g i o u s  

i n s t i t u t i o n s  t o  o p e r a t e ,  and W e s te rn  d i p l o m a t i c  i n s t a l l a t i o n s  

were  f o r c e d  to  w i th d r a w ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  A. M. H a l p e r n ,  u n d e r  

s p e c t a c u l a r  c o n d i t i o n s . I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  i t s  m i l i t a n t  p o l i c y

^ I b i d . , pp .  8 - 9 .  Emphasis  added .
^^The P e o p l e ’ s L i b e r a t i o n  Army in v a d e d  t h e  U.S. Embassy 

i n  Nanking ,  j a i l e d  C ounsul  G e n e r a l  Angus Ward and  h i s  f o u r  
a s s o c i a t e s  i n  Mukdon, and s e i z e d  U.S .  C o u n s u l a r  p r o p e r t i e s  i n  
P e k in g .

^^A. M. H a l p e r n ,  "C hina  i n  t h e  P o s tw a r  W o r ld , " The 
C h ina  Q u a r t e r l y , No. 21 ( J a n u a ry -M a rc h ,  I 9 6 5 ) , p .  24.
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a g a i n s t  i m p e r i a l i s t s ,  Communist C h i n a ' s  a t t i t u d e s  tow ard  

A s ia n  n e u t r a l  c o u n t r i e s  was a l s o  i n i m i c a l .  I n d i a n  P r e m ie r  

Nehru t r i e d  t o  be  f r i e n d l y  t o  h i s  new g i a n t  communist n e i g h ­

b o u r  f rom t h e  o u t s e t ,  b u t  he was m e r e ly  r e f e r r e d  a s  a " sham" 

and  an  " i m p e r i a l i s t  l a c k e y . "  Communist C h in a  c a l l e d  P a k i s t a n  

a  p up p e t  o f  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  w o r ld  and  w arned  t h e  l e a d e r s  o f  

Burma, Cambodia, I n d o n e s i a  and Laos  t h a t  t h e y  would have to  

" l e a n  t o  one s i d e . "  But i t s  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  S o v i e t  Union 

were  q u i c k l y  s t r e n g t h e n e d .  By t h e  end o f  19^9» Mao T s e - t u n g  

went  t o  Moscow p e r s o n a l l y  and i n  F e b r u a r y  1950 economic a g r e e ­

m en ts  and  a  S i n o - S o v i e t  T r e a ty  o f  F r i e n d s h i p ,  A l l i a n c e  and 

Mutual  A s s i s t a n c e  were  s i g n e d .  The R u s s i a n s  were a l l o w e d  t o  

p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  economic d eve lopm en t  o f  M anchur ia  and S i n -  

k i a n g  and were p e r m i t t e d  to  u s e  P o r t  A r t h u r  a s  a  n a v a l  b a s e .

The two s i d e s  a g r e e d  to  m u tua l  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  t h e  e v e n t  t h a t  

e i t h e r  was a t t a c k e d  by J a p a n  o r  a  power i n  c o n c e r t  w i t h  J a p a n ,  

a n  o b v io u s  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  "Only by d ra w in g  a 

s h a r p  l i n e  be tw een  r e a c t i o n a r i e s  and  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s , "  a s  

Mao p o i n t e d  o u t ,  c o u ld  t h e  C h in ese  Communist P a r t y  a c h i e v e  

v i c t o r y  o v e r  i t s  d o m e s t i c  enemy and  c o n s o l i d a t e  i t ,  so a t  t h a t  

t im e  Communist C h i n a ' s  f o r e i g n  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e o r y  and p r a c ­

t i c e  were  u n e q u i v o c a l l y  i d e n t i f y i n g  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a s  i t s  

number one enemy and th e  S o v i e t  U nion  a s  i t s  " g en u in e "  f r i e n d .  

T h i s  s h a r p  l i n e  became more and more d i s t i n c t  a f t e r  t h e  o u t ­

b r e a k  o f  t h e  Korean  War and r e m a in e d  w i t h o u t  s i g n i f i c a n t  change 

u n t i l  S i n o - S o v i e t  d i s p u t e s  become more s e r i o u s .
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T h e r e f o r e ,  i n  a  r e v i e w  o f  Communist C h i n a ' s  b r i e f

h i s t o r y ,  i t  c an  be e a s i l y  s e e n  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  s u g g e s t i v e

p a r a l l e l  b e tw e e n  Communist C h i n a ' s  d o m e s t ic  p o l i c y  and f o r e i g n

a f f a i r s .  As Vidya P. D u t t  p o i n t e d  o u t ,  " t h e  h a r d  l i n e ,  a s  i t

i s  c a l l e d ,  i n  f o r e i g n  r e l a t i o n s  was p r e c e d e d  by e q u a l l y  to u g h
12i n t e r n a l  p o l i c i e s . "  As i n d i c a t e d  i n  T a b le  2, ( G e n e ra l  

T rends  and M ajor  E v en ts  o f  Communist C h i n a ' s  Domestic  and 

F o r e ig n  P o l i c y  S in c e  1 9 ^ 9 ) ,  w h i l e  Communist C h i n a ' s  d o m es t ic  

m easu re s  d u r i n g  th e  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  and  G r e a t  Leap Forward 

p e r i o d s  were o p p r e s s i v e  and r a d i c a l ,  i t s  f o r e i g n  a c t i v i t i e s  

were  a c c o r d i n g l y  m i l i t a n t  and a g g r e s s i v e ,  and more v i o l e n t  

w o r ld  r e v o l u t i o n  and i n s u r r e c t i o n a r y  a c t i v i t i e s  f rom below 

were  a d v o c a te d  and e n c o u ra g e d .  While  d o m e s t i c  p o l i c y  was 

r e l a t i v e l y  p r a g m a t i c  d u r i n g  t h e  F i r s t  F iv e  Y e a r  P l a n  and th e  

r e t r e a t  o f  t h e  G r e a t  Leap Forward  p e r i o d ,  i t s  f o r e i g n  b e h a v i o r  

was a l s o  r e l a t i v e l y  m o d e r a te ,  and p e a c e f u l  c o - e x i s t e n c e  and 

g o v e rn m e n ta l  r e l a t i o n s  from above  were  em ph a s ize d .  A l tho u gh  

t h e r e  were some d e v i a t i o n s  i n  each  p e r i o d ,  t h e  g e n e r a l  t r e n d s  

t h a t  dom in a ted  Communist C h i n a ' s  d o m e s t ic  and f o r e i g n  b e h a v i o r  

were c l e a r .  But  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  New S o c i a l i s t  E d u c a t i o n  

Campaign which l e d  to  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o lu ­

t i o n ,  Communist China  f a c e d  a new s i t u a t i o n  b o t h  i n t e r n a l l y  

and e x t e r n a l l y .  A f t e r  a  r e t r e a t  s i n c e  t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  

G r e a t  Leap Forw ard ,  b e g i n n i n g  i n  l a t e  19^2 ,  Mao was s t r u g g l i n g

^^V idya  P.  D u t t ,  C h ina  and t h e  World (New York: 
F r e d r i c k  A. P r a e g e r ,  1 9 6 6 ) , p .  1.



102 
TABLE 2

GENERAL TRENDS AND MAJOR EVENTS OF COMMINIST CH IN A 'S 

DOMESTIC AND FOREIGN POLICY SINCE 194 9

D o m e s tic  P o l i t i c s P e r i o d F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s

R a d i c a l

E s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  PRC

L a n d  r e f o r m .  M a r r i a g e  L aw . 
R e s i s t  ' J . S .  -  A id  K o re a  
C am p a ig n

S u p p r e s s i o n  o f  C o u n te r ­
r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s .  T h r e e - A n t i , 
F l v e - a n t i  a n d  T h o u g h t  R e fo rm  
C a m p a ig n s .

P r a g m a t ic

F i r s t  F iv e  Y e a r  P l a n

F i r s t  N a t i o n a l  P e o p l e ' s  
C o n g r e s s .  A d o p t io n  o f  New 
C o n s t i t u t i o n .

C o n s o l i d a t i o n
1949-1952

1949

1950

1951

M i l i t a n t

D e c l a r a t i o n  o f  " l e a n  t o  o n e  s i d e .  
H u m i l i a t i o n  o f  W e s te r n  d i p l o m a t s

S i n o - S o v i e t  A l l i a n c e  T r e a t y .  
I n t e r v e n t i o n  i n  K o r e a n  W a r. 
C o n d e m n a tio n  o f  n e u t r a l i s m .

1952
F i r s t  F iv e  Y e a r  P l a n  

1953-1957

1953
1954

P e a c e f u l  C o e x i s t e n c e

1955

K o re a n  W ar A r m i s t i c e .

G en ev a  C o n f e r e n c e  o n  I n d o - C h in a .  
S i n o - I n d i a  a n n o u n c e m e n t o f  f i v e  
p r i n c i p l e s  o f  p e a c e f u l  c o e x i s ­
t e n c e .  S i n o - C .S .  c o n s u l a r - l e v e l  
t a l k s .

B an d u n g  C o n f e r e n c e .  S i n o - C . s .  t a l k s  
e l e v a t e d  t o  a m b a s s a d o r i a l - l e v e l .

E i g h th  P a r t y  C o n g r e s s .  
R e l e g a t i o n  o f  M a o 's  p o s i t i o n .

1 9 5 6  S o v i e t  d e - S t a l i n i z a t i o n . C hou
E r . - i a i ' s  t o u r  o f  e i g h t  S o u th  
a n d  S o u t h e a s t  A s i a n  c o u n t r i e s .

• ' a o ' s  s p e e c h  o n  t h e  C o r r e c t  
H a n d l in g  o f  C o n t r a d i c t i o n s  am ong 
P e o p le .  " H u n d re d  F lo w e r s "  f a l ­
lo w e d  b y  A n t i - R i g h t i s t  c a m p a ig n .

.R a d ic a l

1957

G r e a t  L e a p  F o rw a rd  i n  f u l l  
s w in g .  P e o p l e ' s  Communes 
e s t a b l i s h e d .

S e c o n d  N a t i o n a l  P e o p l e ' s  
C o n g r e s s .  L i u  S h a o - c h i  
e l e c t e d  a s  N a t i o n a l  C h a i r ­
m an. P u r g e  o f  P a n g  T e - h u a i .

P r a g m a t ic

a p h a s i a  o n  M a t e r i a l  i n c e n ­
t i v e s  i n  econom y a n d  l i b e r a l i ­
z a t i o n  i n  l i t e r a t u r e .

M ix tu r e

R e t r e a t  f r o m  GLF 
1960-1961

I960

1961 
New S o c i a l i s t  

E d u c a t i o n  
1 9 6 2 -1 9 0 4

New S o c i a l i s t  E d u c a t i o n  C a m p a ig n 1962

1963

M oscow C o n f e r e n c e  a n d  S i n o - S o v i e t  
d i s p u t e s  b e g a n .

G r e a t  L e a p  F o rw a rd
1 9 5 8 -1 9 5 9

1 9 5 8

1959

M i l i t a n t

H eavy  b o m b a rd m e n t o f  
M a ts u .

K in z e n  a n d

R enew ed a t t a c k  or. n e u t r a l i s m .  
B o r d e r  d i s p u t e s  w i t h  I n d i a  a n d  
B urm a. Q u a r r e l  w i t h  I n d o n e s i a  
a n d  CAR. K h r u s h c h e v  v i s i t  to  
P e k in g  a f t e r  n i s  t o u r  o f  A m e r ic a .  
A d v o cacy  o f  a n t i - C . S .  i m p e r i a l i s m  
im m e d i a te l y  a f t e r  K h r u s h c h e v  l e f t  
P e k in g .

M o d e ra te

P u b l i c a t i o n  o f  " L o n g  L i v e  L e n i r i s m .  
N e g o t i a t i o n  w i t h  I n d i a .  B o r d e r  
a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  B u rm a . R e s t o r a t i o n  
o f  g o o d  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  I n d o n e s i a  
a n d  'CAR. S o v i e t  w i th d r a w a l  o f  
t e c h n i c i a n s .

T ow ard  M i l i t a n c y

B o r d e r  w a r  w i th  I n d i a .

O pen d i s p u t e s  w i t h  S o v i e t  'J n i c n .  
M ao'3  s t a t e m e n t  o n  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  
A m e r ic a n  N e g ro e s  s t r u g g l e .

C u l t i v a t i o n  o f  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  
S u c c e s s o r s  C a m p a ig n . T h i r d  
N a t i o n a l  P e o p l e 's  C o n g r e s s .  
F i r s t  a t o m ic  e x p l o s i o n .

F o m e n tin g  o f  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  
C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n .

1 9 6 4

1965

C hou E n - l a i ' s  t o u r  o f  A f: 
R e c o g n i t i o n  o f  F r a n c e .  I 
o f  T o n k in  i n c i d e n t .

P u b l i c a t i o n  o f  L i n  P i a o ' s  
L iv e  P e o p l e ' s  W a r . "

L ong
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f o r  a  comeback and was t r y i n g  t o  s t e e r  h i s  P a r t y  back  tow ard  

t h e  r o a d  o f  t h e  r a d i c a l  l i n e .  So i n  d o m e s t i c  p o l i c y ,  a s  p o i n ­

t e d  o u t  i n  C h a p te r  I I I ,  t h e r e  was an  o b v io u s  m i x t u r e  o f  a 

g r e a t  i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  o f  p o l i t i c a l  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  and p u rg e  

and  a  l e s s  e x t rem e  l i n e  i n  t h e  economy. M oreover ,  i n  l i n e  

w i t h  d o m e s t i c  p o l i t i c a l  t r e n d s ,  a f t e r  a  s t r i n g  o f  d i s r u p t i v e  

e v e n t s  such  a s  d e - S t a l i n i z a t i o n ,  t h e  G r e a t  Leap F orw ard ,  t h e  

p u r g e  o f  Peng T e - h u a i ,  K h r u s h c h e v ' s  t o u r  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

i n  1 9 5 9 f t h e  S o v i e t  w i t h d r a w a l  o f  t e c h n i c i a n s ,  t h e  Cuban 

M i s s i l e  C r i s i s ,  t h e  S i n o - I n d i a n  B o r d e r  War o f  1962,  and t h e  

N u c l e a r  T e s t  Ban T r e a t y ,  t h e  S i n o - S o v i e t  r i f t  was e s c a l a t e d  

t o  open p o le m ic s  i n  I 9 6 3 . I n  c o m b a t in g  r e v i s i o n i s m  i n t e r n a l l y  

a s  w e l l  a s  e x t e r n a l l y .  Communist C h i n a ’s f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  

g r a d u a l l y  t u r n e d  more r a d i c a l  and  p r o v o c a t i v e .  B ecause  o f  t h e  

a l l e g e d  b e t r a y a l  o f  M arx ism -Len in ism  by t h e  f i r s t  s o c i a l i s t  

c o u n t r y - t h e  S o v i e t  U n ion .  Communist C h ina  now b e l i e v e d  i t s e l f  

t o  b e  t h e  o n ly  s t a n d a r d  b e a r e r  o f  a  g e n u in e  communist  w o r ld  

r e v o l u t i o n  movement. As Gavin  Boyd o b s e r v e d :

The b e l i e f  i n  P e k i n g ' s  e n t i t l e m e n t  t o  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  
t h e  g l o b a l  p r o c e s s  o f  v i o l e n t  change  h a s  d e v e lo p e d  
o u t  o f  z e a l o u s  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  p e r c e i v e d  S o v i e t  b e t r a ­
y a l s  o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c au se  t h r o u g h  e x c e s s i v e  
i n t e r e s t  i n  c o - e x i s t e n c e  w i t h  t h e  W est ,  t h a t ,  i t  i s  
c l a im e d ,  h a s  m ean t  h o l d i n g  back  s u p p o r t  f o r  communist  
i n s u r g e n c i e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  one i n  V i e tn a m .13

F a c in g  t h i s  new s i t u a t i o n ,  t h e r e  was a n  o b v io u s  change

from i t s  p r e v i o u s  w o r ld  v iew .  The i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p o l i t i c a l

^^G avin  Boyd, " C h i n a , " i n  i b i d . , p .  4 .
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sys tem  was v iewed a s  no l o n g e r  b i p o l a r  b u t  p l u r a l i s t i c .  The

c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  i n  w o r ld  p o l i t i c s  were  n o t  m ere ly  l i m i t e d  to

t h e  two camps,  b u t  i n c l u d e d  t h o s e  be tw een  s o c i a l i s t  c o u n t r i e s

and  i m p e r i a l i s t  s t a t e s ,  b e tw ee n  i m p e r i a l i s t  s t a t e s  t h e m s e lv e s  ,

b e tw e e n  t h e  p e o p l e s  o f  d e v e l o p in g  a r e a s  and t h e i r  o p p r e s s o r s ,

and  b e tw ee n  t h e  w ork ing  c l a s s e s  and  t h e i r  r u l e r s  i n  t h e  advan-
l 4ce d  c a p i t a l i s t  c o u n t r i e s .  For  e f f e c t i v e  e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  

t h e s e  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  i n  t h e  e v e n t u a l  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  P e k in g -  

c e n t e r e d  communist  w or ld  o r d e r ,  t h e  i n t e r m e d i a t e  zone t h e o r y  

and  p e o p l e ' s  war  d o c t r i n e ^ ^  were  e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  a d v o c a te d .

So t h e  g r a n d  s t r a t e g i c  d e s i g n  o f  Communist C h i n a ' s  f o r e i g n  

p o l i c y  a t  t h e  t im e  was one o f  t r y i n g  to  s t r e n g t h e n  i t s  g o v e rn ­

m e n ta l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  from above w i t h  a l l  p r o - P e k i n g  t h i r d  

w o r ld  c o u n t r i e s ,  even  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  W es te rn  m id d le  powers  such 

a s  F ra n c e  t h a t  had  d i s p u t e s  w i t h  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  t o  form 

an  a l l i a n c e  o f  a n t i - U . S .  i m p e r i a l i s t s  and S o v i e t  r e v i s i o n i s t s ,  

and to  fom ent  v i o l e n t  s t r u g g l e  o f  i n s u r r e c t i o n a r i e s  i n  t h e  

p r o - U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and p r o - S o v i e t  c o u n t r i e s ,  which  r e g im e s  

P e k in g  r e g a r d e d  a s  r e a c t i o n a r y .  T h i s  s o - c a l l e d  " a l l i a n c e  and 

s t r u g g l e  method" i n  f o r e i g n  r e l a t i o n s  was o b v i o u s l y  i n t e n d e d  

to  overcome t a c i t l y  r e c o g n i z e d  w e a k n e s s e s ,  and i t  d i d  h e l p  

Communist C h ina  i n i t i a l l y  b r e a k  U .S .  e n c i r c l e m e n t  i n  v a r i o u s  

a r e a s  and compete  w i t h  t h e  S o v i e t  Union f o r  i n f l u e n c e  i n  t h e  

t h i r d  w o r l d .  W i t h i n  f o u r  y e a r s ,  f rom  1962  t o  1965 ,  Communist 

l 4 "A P r o p o s a l  C o n c e rn in g  t h e  G e n e ra l  L in e  o f  t h e  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Communist Movement,"  i b i d .

^^See  C h a p te r  I I  .
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C hina  won tw e lv e  c o u n t r i e s '  d i p l o m a t i c  r e c o g n i t i o n . ^ ^  I t s  

r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  Cuba were s t r e n g t h e n e d  and i t s  i n f l u e n c e  i n  

L a t i n  America  c o n s e q u e n t l y  b e g an  t o  i n c r e a s e .  P e k i n g ' s  l o n g  

p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  Second A f r o - A s ia n  C o n fe re n c e  which  was 

s c h e d u le d  t o  be h e l d  i n  A l g i e r s  i n  June  19&5 seemed d e s t i n e d  

t o  b e a r  t h e  f r u i t s  o f  i n c r e a s e d  A f r o - A s ia n  m i l i t a n c y  a g a i n s t  

U .S .  i m p e r i a l i s m  and  S o v i e t  r e v i s i o n i s m .  The war o f  n a t i o n a l  

l i b e r a t i o n  i n  Vie tnam was g o in g  w e l l  f o r  t h e  r e b e l  s i d e  b e f o r e  

t h e  1964  U .S .  P r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n .  M oreover ,  t h e  advocacy  

o f  e x t e r n a l  v i o l e n t  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  i m p e r i a l i s m  and  r e v i ­

s io n i s m  g r e a t l y  e n c o u r a g e d  d o m es t ic  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  f e r v o r .

But  t h i s  h i g h  t i d e  p r o v e d  s h o r t l i v e d .  D e s p i t e  Communist C h i n a ' s  

f i r m  c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  " t h e  w o r ld  r e v o l u t i o n  i s  f a v o r a b l e  to  

t h e  s t r u g g l e  o f  t h e  p e o p l e s  t o  win and p r e s e r v e  in d e p e n d e n c e

and f reedom and u n f a v o r a b l e  t o  i m p e r i a l i s m  and  new and o l d  
17c o l o n i a l i s m , "  ' t h e  r e a l i t y  d id  n o t  t u r n  o u t  a s  e x p e c t e d .

As P r e s i d e n t  B o u rg u ib a  o f  T u n i s i a  f r a n k l y  t o l d  Chou E n - l a i :

You come t o  A f r i c a  a s  t h e  enemy o f  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  
s t a t e s ,  o f  t h e  W est ,  o f  t h e  s o c i a l i s t s ,  o f  t h e  n e u ­
t r a l i s t s  an d  t h e  n o n - a l i g n e d ,  o f  I n d i a ,  o f  T i t o ,  o f  
K hru shch ev ,  o f  ev e rybody .  You h a v e n ' t  c h o s e n  a 
p o l i c y  o f  f a c i l i t y .  I ' l l  say  t h a t . 18

The N i g e r i a  D a i ly  T im e s ' Commentary m igh t  be  more a c c u r a t e

i n  p o i n t i n g  o u t  t h e  r e a l  n eed s  o f  t h e  t h i r d  w o r ld  and th e

r e a l  f a i l u r e  o f  Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  T hought .

^ ^F o r  d e t a i l s  s e e  Appendix  I I .
17 New C h ina  News Agency , J a n u a r y  24,  1964. 
^^Middle  E a s t  R ev iew , London, A p r i l  3 .  1964.
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China ,  l i k e  most  communist  c o u n t r i e s ,  b e l i e v e s  r e l i ­
g i o u s l y  t h a t  A f r i c a  and  A f r i c a n s  a r e  t h e  v i c t i m s  o f  
i m p e r i a l i s m ,  p l a g u e d  by  a b j e c t  p o v e r t y  and c lamped i n  
c h a i n s .  T h is  image h a s  b e e n  so s u c c e s s f u l l y  c o n j u r e d  
up f o r  them by t h e i r  p r o p a g a n d i s t s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  
t o t a l  b l i n d n e s s  i n  communist  c o u n t r i e s  t o  t h e  r e a l i t i e s  
of  u n d e rd e v e lo p e d  w o r l d . . .  What A f r i c a  w an ts  i s  b r e a d ,  
f reedom  from i g n o r a n c e ,  e r a d i c a t i o n  o f  d i s e a s e  and 
speeded  e n l i g h t e n m e n t .  A f r i c a  does  n o t  need  gun s ,  
b u l l e t s  and b o m b s . . .  We s h o u ld  have  g i v e n  Chou E n - l a i  
ample o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s e e  f o r  h i m s e l f  and  u n d e r s t a n d  
t h a t  A f r i c a  does  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  have  t o  s o l v e  i t s  
p rob lem s  by a d o p t i n g  C h in e s e  m e t h o d s .19

Thus Communist C h i n a ' s  m i l i t a n t  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  seemed 

d e s t i n e d  t o  be f r u s t r a t e d .  B e g in n in g  i n  1965» a  s t r i n g  o f  

d i p l o m a t i c  s e t b a c k s  p r o v e d  M a o i s t  v i o l e n t  w o r l d  r e v o l u t i o n  

to  be  w i s h f u l  t h i n k i n g .  I n  A s i a ,  t h e  e s c a l a t i o n  o f  American  

m i l i t a r y  in v o lv e m en t  i n  Vie tnam  a f t e r  F e b r u a r y  I 965  and Commu­

n i s t  China 's  u n w i l l i n g n e s s  and  i n a b i l i t y  to  s t e p  i n  and t u r n  

t h e  t i d e  made Communist C h in a  s u f f e r  a  l o s s  o f  p r e s t i g e  b e f o r e  

t h e  w o r ld .  D e s p i t e  Communist C h i n a ' s  advo cacy  o f  a  p r o t r a c t e d  

g u e r r i l l a  war b a s e d  on  s e l f - r e l i a n c e  which was i n t e n d e d  to  

h o l d  American i n  a  p e o p l e ' s  w a r  q u ag m ire ,  t o  e m b a r r a s s  t h e  

S o v i e t  Union, to  unde rm ine  t h e  S o v i e t - U .S .  d e t e n t e ,  and to  

j u s t i f y  Mao's o n g o in g  a d vo cacy  o f  ex treme d o m e s t i c  p o l i c i e s ,  

t h e  c o n t i n u o u s  Am erican  bombing had  begun t o  d i m i n i s h  th e  

e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  N o r th  V i e t n a m ' s  com m unica t ion  and l o g i s t i c  

s u p p o r t  to  t h e  V i e t  Cong, t h e r e b y  d i m i n i s h i n g  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  

o f  t h e  V i e t  C o n g 's  g u e r r i l l a  a t t a c k s .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  b e c a u s e  

o f  Communist C h i n a ' s  i n a b i l i t y  t o  r e n d e r  any e f f e c t i v e  h e l p

^^Quoted f rom  A l a n  H u t c h i s o n ,  i b i d . , p .  6 9 .
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a g a i n s t  U .S .  heavy m i l i t a r y  p r e s s u r e  b o t h  f rom  t h e  a i r  and 

t h e  l a n d ,  H anoi  was a c t u a l l y  more and  more d e p e n d e n t  on Mos­

cow f o r  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  weapons and Communist China  fo un d  i t s e l f  

h e l p l e s s  when t h e  h a t e d  S o v i e t  r e v i s i o n i s t s  g r a d u a l l y  i n c r e a s e d  

i n f l u e n c e  i n  i t s  b a c k y a r d .  L a r g e l y  b e c a u s e  o f  Communist C h i n a ' s  

p o s i t i o n  on t h e  Vietnam War, N o r th  K orea  changed  i t s  p r o -  

P e k in g  s t a n c e  t o  n e u t r a l i t y  i n  S i n o - S o v i e t  d i s p u t e s .  A f t e r  

K o s y g i n ' s  v i s i t  to  Pyong y a n g  i n  F e b r u a r y  I 9 6 5 , S o v i e t - N o r t h  

K orean  r e l a t i o n s  im proved .  I t  was a n  o b v io u s  l o s s  to  Communist 

C h in a .  But  t h e  most  heavy  b lo w  came f rom  t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  C r i s i s  

i n  O c t o b e r  I 9 6 5 . As a  r e s u l t  o f  P a r t a i  Komunis I n d o n e s i a ' s  

a b o r t i v e  c oup ,  t h e  r i g h t i s t  I n d o n e s i a n  Army q u i c k l y  t o o k  o v e r  

t h e  g o ve rn m en t  and ,  on t h e  b a s e  o f  a l l e g e d  C h in e s e  Communist

i n v o lv e m e n t  i n  t h e  coup,  moved s w i f t l y  t o  c u r t a i l  P e k i n g ' s
20i n f l u e n c e  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  t h e  r e l a t i o n s  b e tw e e n  

t h e  two c o u n t r i e s  was s t r a i n e d  t o  a  b r e a k i n g  p o i n t  and  Commu­

n i s t  C h i n a ' s  e x p e c t a t i o n  o f  a  P e k i n g - D J a k a r t a  a x i s  was f i n a l l y  

r u i n e d .  I t s  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  I n d i a  f u r t h e r  d e t e r i o r a t e d  due t o  

t h e  I n d o - P a k i s t a n i  War o v e r  K a sh m ir .  But  g e n e r a l l y  i t  m a in ­

t a i n e d  ca lm  and  f r i e n d l y  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  Burma, N e p a l ,  P a k i s t a n ,  

A f g h a n i s t a n ,  Cambodia and C e y lo n .  Toward o t h e r  S ou th  and 

S o u t h e a s t e r n  A s ia n  c o u n t r i e s  su c h  a s  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s ,  Malaya,  

and  T h a i l a n d ,  which had  no d i p l o m a t i c  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  i t .  

Communist C h i n a ' s  a t t i t u d e  was h o s t i l e ,  and  i t  s u p p o r t e d

20A r t h u r  J .  Dommen "The A t t e m p te d  Coup i n  I n d o n e s i a , "  
The C h in a  Q u a r t e r l y , No. 25 ( J a n u a r y - M a r c h ,  I 9 6 6 ) , pp .  1 4 4 -17 0 .



108
s u b v e r s i v e  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  a l l  o f  t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s .  I t s  r e l a t i o n s  

w i t h  J a p a n  were  complex.  Tough Communist China  was a n t a g o n i s ­

t i c  t o  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  L i b e r a l - D e m o c r a t i c  P a r t y  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n
21and v e h em en t ly  a t t a c k e d  J a p a n e s e  m i l i t a r i s m ,  i t s  t r a d e  w i th  

J a p a n  g r e a t l y  i n c r e a s e d  from 46 m i l l i o n  i n  19&1 t o  631 m i l l i o n  

i n  1 9 6 6 . ^ ^

I n  A f r i c a ,  Communist C h i n a ' s  f r u s t r a t i o n  was t h e  most 

s t r i k i n g .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  B u r u n d i ' s  e x p u l s i o n  o f  Communist 

C h i n a ' s  d i p l o m a t i c  d e l e g a t i o n  and Communist C h i n a ' s  u n s u c c e s s ­

f u l  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  Kenya, Congo, and N ig e r ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  by 

H ouphoue t -B o igny  o f  a  F r e n c h - s p e a k i n g  c o a l i t i o n  a g a i n s t  Nkrumah 

and o t h e r  r a d i c a l  A f r i c a n  l e a d e r s  s h a r p l y  moved t h e  A f r i c a n  

p o l i t i c a l  c l i m a t e  from t h e  l e f t  to  t h e  r i g h t .  M oreover ,  most 

o f  t h e  A f r i c a n  s t a t e s  were  u n f a v o r a b l y  im p r e s s e d  by Communist 

C h i n a ' s  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  s a c r i f i c e  e v e r y t h i n g  t o  t h e  s t r u g g l e  

a g a i n s t  t h e  S o v i e t  U nion  i n  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  Second 

A f r o - A s ia n  C o n f e r e n c e .  T h e r e f o r e ,  upon t h e  p r e t e x t  o f  A l g i e r s '  

coup t h a t  o c c u r r e d  j u s t  t e n  d a y s  b e f o r e  t h e  o p e n in g  day o f  

t h e  C o n f e r e n c e ,  t h e y  combined to  b o y c o t t  i t .  D e s p i t e  Communist 

C h i n a ' s  e f f o r t s  and i n s i s t e n c e  t h a t  t h e  C o n fe re n c e  s h o u l d  be 

h e l d  on s c h e d u l e ,  i t  was p o s t p o n e d  and  f i n a l l y  c a n c e l l e d .  

F o l lo w in g  t h e  c a n c e l l a t i o n  o f  t h e  A l g i e r s  C o n f e r e n c e ,  i n  e a r l y

21 For  t h e  d e v e lo p m en t  o f  S i n o - J a p a n e s e  r e l a t i o n s ,  see  
Edwin 0 .  R e i s c h a u e r ,  "C h ina  and  Jap an :  R i v a l  o r  A l l i e s ? "  I n
C hina  and t h e  G r e a t  P o w e r s , e d i t e d  by F r a n c i s  0 .  W ilcox  (New 
York: P r a e g e r  P u b l i s h e r s ,  1 9 7 7 ) ,  p p .  3 1 -4 6 .

22U.S .  C o n g r e s s ,  J o i n t  Economic C om mit tee ,  C h ina:  A
R e a s se s sm e n t  o f  t h e  Economy, p .  6 5 0 .
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1966,  Dahomey and t h e  C e n t r a l  A f r i c a  R e p u b l ic  e x p e l l e d

Communist C h i n a ' s  d i p l o m a t s .  A f t e r  a b r i e f  s u c c e s s  i n  1964,

Communist C h i n a ' s  i n f l u e n c e  i n  A f r i c a  s h a r p l y  d e c l i n e d  i n  I 9 6 5 .

B e f o re  t h e  c o n v u l s i o n  o f  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l

R e v o l u t i o n ,  i t s  i n f l u e n c e  i n  A f r i c a  was c o n f i n e d  a lm o s t  on ly
23to  B r a z z a v i l l e  and T a n z a n ia .

Communist C h i n a ' s  l i m i t e d  i n f l u e n c e  i n  L a t i n  America

a l s o  d e c l i n e d  i n  e a r l y  1966  when S o v ie t - C u b a n  r e l a t i o n s  became

c l o s e  and C a s t r o  made a n  u n p r e c e d e n t e d  a t t a c k  on Communist

C h ina  a t  t h e  T r i - C o n t i n e n t a l  P e o p l e ' s  S o l i d a l i t y  C on fe re n ce

i n  Havana f o r  a l l e g e d l y  r e n e g i n g  on i t s  t r a d e  a g re e m e n t s  and
24i n t e r f e r r i n g  i n  Cuban i n t e r n a l  a f f a i r s .

I t s  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  rem a in e d  a n t a g o ­

n i s t i c .  But Communist C h ina  was c a u t i o u s  t o  a v o i d  t h e  p r o b a ­

b i l i t y  o f  m i l i t a r y  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  U .S .  o v e r  t h e  Vietnam 

War. As l a t e  a s  May I 9 6 6 , Chou E n - l a i ' s  s t a t e m e n t  c o n t i n u o u s l y  

r e i t e r a t e d  t h a t  "China  w i l l  n o t  t a k e  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  t o  p rovoke  

a  war  w i t h  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s . "  The co m m u n ica t io n s  be tw een  

t h e  two c o u n t r i e s  a t  t h e  Warsaw T a lk s  were  c o n t i n u i n g ,  though 

w i t h o u t  c o n s t r u c t i v e  r e s u l t s .

The S i n o - S o v i e t  d i s p u t e s  i n  mid - 1 9 6 6  became more s h a r p e r

^ F o r  d e t a i l s  s e e  A la n  H u t c h i s o n ,  i b i d . ;  Bruce  D. L a r ­
k i n ,  C h ina  and A f r i c a  1949-1970 ( B e rk e l e y :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f
C a l i f o r n i a  P r e s s , 1 9 7 1  ) .

24 " Q u a r t e r l y  C h r o n i c l e  and  D o c u m e n ta t io n -C h in a  and
C u b a , " The C h ina  Q u a r t e r l y , No. 26 ( A p r i l - J u n e ,  I 9 6 6 ) , p .  220.

^^P e k in g  Review, No. 20 (May I 3 . 1 9 6 6 ) ,  p .  5«
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and a c r i m o n i o u s .  C o m p e t i t i o n  f o r  i n f l u e n c e  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

p o l i t i c s  was a c u t e ,  a  m i l i t a r y  b u i l d - u p  o f  b o t h  s i d e s  a lo n g  

th e  b o r d e r  a r e a s  g r a d u a l l y  i n c r e a s e d  and  t r a d e  s h a r p l y  d e c l i ­

ned f rom  t h e  peak o f  2 ,7 3 0  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  i n  i 960  t o  620 

m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  i n  I 965  ( i n c l u d i n g  E a s t e r n  E uropean  c o u n t r i e s ) . 

But t h e  d i s p u t e s  g e n e r a l l y  were  c o n f i n e d  t o  p o l e m i c s  and 

d ip lom acy  c e n t e r e d  on t h e  themes o f  p e a c e f u l  c o - e x i s t e n c e ,  

p e a c e f u l  t r a n s i t i o n  t o  s o c i a l i s m ,  t h e  p a r t y  and  s t a t e  o f  t h e  

e n t i r e  p e o p l e ,  and d e - S t a l i n i z a t i o n  v e r s u s  v i o l e n t  w o r ld  r e v o ­

l u t i o n ,  pe rm anen t  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e  and  p e r s o n a l i t y  c u l t .  There  

were few d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  o r  v i o l e n t  a c t i o n s .  A l th o ug h  t h e  

b o r d e r  q u e s t i o n s  were  m en t io n ed  by Communist C hina  i n  e a r l y  

1 9 6 3 , t h e r e  were no s e r i o u s  b o r d e r  c l a s h e s  u n t i l  1 9 6 9 . I n  

g e n e r a l ,  t h e  S i n o - S o v i e t  r i f t  b e f o r e  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  

C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  was p r o v o c a t i v e  b u t  n o t  v i o l e n t .

Communist C hina  m a i n t a i n e d  r e l a t i v e l y  c o r d i a l  r e l a t i o n s  

w i th  t h e  advanced  W es te rn  m id d le  p o w e rs .  One r e m a r k a b l e  e v e n t  

was t h a t  i t s  t r a d e  w i t h  t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s  g r e a t l y  i n c r e a s e d  

from 319  m i l l i o n  i n  I 962  t o  875  m i l l i o n  i n  1 9 6 6 , ^ ^  compensa­

t i n g  f o r  what i t  had  l o s t  from t h e  S o v i e t  Union.

I n  sum. Communist C h i n a ' s  f o r e i g n  r e l a t i o n s  i n  I 965  

and e a r l y  1966  were  l a r g e l y  f r u s t r a t i o n  and f a i l u r e .  But  i t  

seemed r e l u c t a n t  to  l e a r n  f rom  t h e s e  b i t t e r  e x p e r i e n c e s .  The

^^U.S. C o n g r e s s ,  J o i n t  Economic Com mit tee ,  C h ina ;  A 
R e a s se s sm e n t  o f  t h e  Economy, p .  648.

^"^I b i d .  , p .  649.
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M a o is t s  were w i l l i n g  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  s e t b a c k s  were c au se d

by t h e  d e a t h - b e d  c o u n t e r - a t t a c k s  o f  i m p e r i a l i s m .  As Chen Yi

d e c l a r e d  when a J a p a n e s e  r e p o r t e r  a sk ed  him w h e t h e r  t h e

c a n c e l l a t i o n  o f  t h e  A l g i e r s  C o n fe re n ce  and I n d o n e s i a n  c r i s i s

meant  China was becoming more i s o l a t e d .

A lthough  some a d v e r s e  c u r r e n t s  have  a p p e a r e d  i n  c e r t a i n  
a r e a s  i n  A s ia  and  A f r i c a ,  t h e  g e n e r a l  s i t u a t i o n  i n  
t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s  i s  e x c e l l e n t . . .  t h e  s u r g i n g  r e v o l u ­
t i o n a r y  s t r u g g l e s  o f  t h e  A s ia n  and A f r i c a n  p e o p l e s  
a g a i n s t  i m p e r i a l i s m  a r e  t h e  main c u r r e n t  i n  t h e  
s i t u a t i o n  i n  A s i a  and A f r i c a . . .  A l th o u g h  c e r t a i n  
i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  A f r o - A s i a n  c o u n t r i e s  h a ve  j o i n e d  t h e  
i m p e r i a l i s t s '  a n t i - C h i n e s e  c h o ru s  b e c a u s e  t h e y  have  
e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  i m p e r i a l i s m ,  and a l t h o u g h  
th e  modern r e v i s i o n i s t s  a r e  a l s o  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  a n t i -  
Ch inese  h u l l a b a l o o , t h e y  a r e  a f t e r  a l l  a  sm a l l  h a n d ­
f u l  . 28

So th e  r e c e n t  r e v e r s a l s  were  t h e  i n e v i t a b l e  r e s u l t  o f  t h e

s h a r p e n i n g  o f  t h e  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e  and t h e  f i n a l  v i c t o r y  would

d o u b t l e s s l y  b e lo n g  t o  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s .

F a c t s  have  p r o v e d  and w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  p ro v e  t h a t  no 
f o r c e  on e a r t h  c a n  impede o r  check t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
movement o f  t h e  o p p r e s s e d  p e o p l e s  and n a t i o n s ,  which 
w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  l e a p  f o rw a rd  d e s p i t e  t h e  t w i s t s  and 
t u r n s  i n  t h e  r o a d  t o  a d v a n c e . 29

T h is  sounded l i k e  i l l u s i v e  " b i g  t a l k , "  b u t  i t  d i d  s e r v e  to

r a i s e  s t i l l  h i g h e r  t h e  c o m p l e t e l y  c l o s e d  C h in e s e  p e o p l e ' s

p o l i t i c a l  c o n s c i o u s n e s s .  I t  was upon t h i s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l

sc en e  t h a t  t h e  Communist C h in a  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  c o n v u l s i v e

G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o lu t i o n .

p O

New C hina  News A gency , J a n u a r y  4 ,  1966 .  
^^P e o p l e ' s  D a i l y , March 1 ,  I 9 6 6 .
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Communist C h i n a ' s  F o r e i g n  P o l i c y  D u r in g  The 

G rea t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n

D e s p i t e  Communist C h i n a ' s  a d v ocacy  o f  p e o p l e ' s  war 

and  v i o l e n t  w or ld  r e v o l u t i o n ,  i t  s t i l l  p a i d  g r e a t  a t t e n t i o n  

t o  g o v e rn m e n ta l  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  m os t  o f  t h e  n e u t r a l  c o u n t r i e s  

b e f o r e  t h e  o u t b r e a k  o f  t h e  t u r m o i l  o f  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  

C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n ,  a s  e v id e n c e d  by  o f f i c i a l  v i s i t s  d u r i n g  

March and  A p r i l  o f  1966  by L iu  C h a o - c h i  and Chen Yi t o  P a k i s t a n ,  

A f g h a n i s t a n ,  and B u r m a . B u t  i t  seemed d e l i b e r a t e l y  t o  t u r n  

in w a rd  f rom  th e  l a s t  q u a r t e r  o f  I 9 66  and i t s  f o r e i g n  a c t i v i ­

t i e s  a p p e a r e d  t o  have  become l i t t l e  more t h a n  a  r e f l e c t i o n  

o f  d o m e s t i c  e v e n t s  and t h e  s t r u g g l e  g o i n g  on w i t h i n  Communist 

C h i n a ' s  b o r d e r s .  The b a s i c  a s s u m p t i o n s  o f  Communist C h i n a ' s  

f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  a t  t h e  o u t s e t  o f  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  

R e v o l u t i o n  seemed w i l l i n g  t o  i g n o r e  c o m p l e t e l y  t h e  h a r s h  

r e a l i t y  o f  t h e  w o r ld  s i t u a t i o n  and  t o  d i s t o r t  a l l  p o s s i b l e  

f a c t s  t o  j u s t i f y  i t s  d o m e s t i c  u p h e a v a l s .  As t h e  Communique 

o f  t h e  E le v e n t h  P l e n a r y  S e s s i o n  o f  t h e  E ig h t h  C e n t r a l  Committee 

o f  t h e  Communist P a r t y  o f  C h in a  d e c l a r e d  on A ugus t  12 ,  1 9 6 6 ;

The p r e s e n t  s i t u a t i o n  a s  r e g a r d s  t h e  s t r u g g l e  o f  
M a r x i s t - L e n i n i s t s  and r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p e o p l e  t h r o u g h ­
o u t  th e  w o r ld  a g a i n s t  i m p e r i a l i s m ,  r e a c t i o n  and 
modern r e v i s i o n i s m  i s  e x c e l l e n t .  We a r e  now i n  a  new 
e r a  of  w o r ld  r e v o l u t i o n .  A l l  p o l i t i c a l  f o r c e s  a r e  
u n d e r g o in g  a p r o c e s s  o f  g r e a t  u p h e a v a l ,  g r e a t  d i v i ­
s i o n  and g r e a t  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n . The r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
movement o f  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  a l l  c o u n t r i e s ,  and p a r t i c u ­
l a r l y  i n  A s i a ,  A f r i c a  an d  L a t i n  A m erica ,  i s  s u r g i n g

2 2 , 196 6).
^^P e k in g  R ev iew , No. l 4 , 15» I 6 , 17 ( A p r i l  1 ,  8 , 15 ,
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v i g o r o u s l y  f o r w a r d .  D e s p i t e  t h e  i n e v i t a b l e  z i g z a g s  
and  r e v e r s a l s  i n  t h e  deve lo p m en t  o f  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
s i t u a t i o n ,  t h e  g e n e r a l  t r e n d  o f  i m p e r i a l i s m  h e a d i n g  
f o r  t o t a l  c o l l a p s e  and  s o c i a l i s m  a d v a n c in g  t o  w o r ld ­
wide  v i c t o r y  i s  u n a l t e r a b l e .31

I n  j u s t i f y i n g  i t s  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  d o m e s t i c  r e v i s i o n i s m  th r o u g h

mass movements,  t h e  Communique to o k  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  S o v i e t

r e v i s i o n i s m  and  U.S .  i m p e r i a l i s m ,  and t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s t r u g g l e s  o f  t h e  p e o p le  o f  a l l  c o u n t r i e s  a s  t h e

i m p e r a t i v e  m i s s i o n  o f  Communist C h i n a ' s  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y .

The P l e n a r y  S e s s i o n  m a i n t a i n s  t h a t  t o  oppose  i m p e r i a ­
l i s m ,  i t  i s  i m p e r a t i v e  to  oppose  modern r e v i s i o n i s m .  
There  i s  no m id d le  r o a d  w h a t s o e v e r  i n  t h e  s t r u g g l e  
b e tw e e n  M arx ism -L en in ism  and modern r e v i s i o n i s m .  A 
c l e a r  l i n e  o f  d e m a r c a t i o n  must  be drawn i n  d e a l i n g  
w i t h  t h e  modern r e v i s i o n i s t  g ro u p s  w i t h  t h e  l e a d e r ­
s h i p  o f  t h e  C .P .S .U .  a s  t h e  c e n t r e ,  and  i t  i s  im p e r a ­
t i v e  r e s o l u t e l y  t o  expose  t h e i r  t r u e  f e a t u r e s  a s  
s c a b s . . .

The P l e n a r y  S e s s i o n  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  p r o l e t a r i a n  i n t e r ­
n a t i o n a l i s m  i s  t h e  supreme p r i n c i p l e  g u i d i n g  C h i n a ' s  
f o r e i g n  p o l i c y .  The s e s s i o n  warmly s u p p o r t s  t h e  j u s t  
s t r u g g l e  o f  t h e  A s i a n ,  A f r i c a n  and L a t i n  A m erican  
p e o p l e s  a g a i n s t  i m p e r i a l i s m  head ed  by t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
and i t s  s t o o g e s  and  a l s o  s u p p o r t s  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
s t r u g g l e s  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  a l l  c o u n t r i e s .

We must  u n i t e  w i t h  a l l  t h e  p e o p le  i n  t h e  w o r ld  who 
a r e  a g a i n s t  i m p e r i a l i s m  and  c o l o n i a l i s m ,  and  c a r r y  
t h e  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  U .S .  i m p e r i a l i s m  and i t s  l a c k e y s  
t h r o u g h  to  t h e  end.

T o g e t h e r  w i th  a l l  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  M a r x i s t s - L e n i n i s t s  
o f  t h e  w o r ld ,  we m ust  c a r r y  t h e  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  
modern r e v i s i o n i s m  t h r o u g h  t o  t h e  end and  p u sh  f o r w a r d  
t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c a u s e  o f  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p r o l e t a ­
r i a t  and  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  w o r l d . 32

^ "Communique o f  t h e  E l e v e n t h  P l e n a r y  S e s s i o n  o f  t h e  
E i g h t  C e n t r a l  Committee  o f  t h e  Communist P a r t y  o f  C h i n a , "  The 
C h in a  Q u a r t e r l y , No. 28 ( O c to b e r - D e c e m b e r , 1 9 6 6 ) ,  p .  1?1 .  
Ëmphasis  a d d ed .

^^Ibid., pp. 17 2-1 7 4. Emphasis added.
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For  t h e  n e ed s  o f  t h e  s u p p r e s s i o n  o f  d o m e s t i c  " a n t i ­

r e v o l u t i o n a r y "  f o r c e s  a t  t h e  i n c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  C h in e s e  Commu­

n i s t  r e g im e ,  Mao d e c l a r e d  h i s  " l e a n  t o  one s i d e "  p o l i c y .  Now 

i n  co m b a t in g  d o m e s t ic  r e v i s i o n i s t  o p p o n e n ts ,  Mao announced  

t h a t  " a  c l e a r  l i n e  o f  d e m a r c a t i o n  must  be  drawn i n  d e a l i n g  

w i t h  t h e  modern r e v i s i o n i s t  g r o u p s . "  I n  t h e  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  

p e r i o d ,  most  W es te rn  c a p i t a l i s t  p o w e rs '  e m b a ss ie s  and  p e r s o n n e l  

i n  C hina  were h a r a s s e d .  D u r in g  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  

R e v o l u t i o n ,  a l l  c o u n t r i e s  which  t h e  M a o i s t s  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  be 

u n f r i e n d l y  were condemned and  t h e i r  d i p l o m a t s  i n  P e k i n g  were 

h u m i l i a t e d .  The New York Times c o r r e s p o n d e n t  C h a r l e s  Mohr 

r e p o r t e d  t h a t  f o r e i g n  d i p l o m a t s  i n  P e k in g  would be  p h y s i c a l l y  

a s s a u l t e d  and t h e i r  h o u s e s  b u r n e d  i f  t h e  gov e rnm en ts  t h e y  

r e p r e s e n t e d  d i d  n o t  beh ave  a s  t h e  M a o i s t s  t h o u g h t  t h e y  s h o u ld .  

I t  was o b v io u s  t h a t  t h e  M a o i s t s  a t t e m p t e d  t o  u s e  a n t i - f o r e i g -  

n ism ,  a n t i - r e v i s i o n i s m  and  a n t i - i m p e r i a l i s m  t o  m o b i l i z e  

n a t i o n a l i s t  s e n t i m e n t  a g a i n s t  t h e i r  r e v i s i o n i s t  o p p o n e n ts  a s  

w e l l  a s  to  underm ine  r e v i s i o n i s t  a l t e r n a t i v e s  t o  t h e  M ao is t  

p rogram  f o r  Communist C h i n a ' s  d o m e s t ic  d e v e lo p m e n t ,  and  t h e r e ­

f o r e ,  t o  h e l p  l e g i t i m i z e  and  s u p p o r t  Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  c l a im  to 

power i n  C h in a .

G e n e ra l  C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  Communist C h i n a ' s  

F o r e i g n  B e h a v io r  D u r in g  t h e  GPCR

- Q u a s i - I s o l a t i o n  and  Q u a s i - I n v o lv e m e n t  -

R o b e r t  A. S c a l a p i n o  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  Communist C h i n a ' s

^^The New York T im e s . A ugus t  25, 196? ,  p .  ? .
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f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  u s u a l l y  c o n s i s t e d  o f  t w i n  f o r c e s  o f  e x c l u s i v e ­

n e s s  and  u n i v e r s a i ism .  These  t e n d e n c i e s  seemed s t r i k i n g l y  

a p p a r e n t  d u r i n g  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n .

I n  one a s p e c t ,  i t  e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  e n c o u ra g e d  a n t i - f o r e i g n i s m  

and d e l i b e r a t e l y  t u r n e d  in w a rd ,  b u t  i n  a n o t h e r ,  i t  a p p e a re d  

i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y  t o  e x p o r t  Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  t h o u g h t  f o r  w o r ld  

r e v o l u t i o n .  However, i t s  e x p o r t  o f  Maoism seemed i n  e v e ry  

a s p e c t  to  be a lm o s t  e x c l u s i v e l y  i n  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  G re a t  

P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  a t  home. T h i s  s t r a n g e  com­

b i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  two c o n t r a s t i n g  e l e m e n t s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  i t s  

f o r e i g n  b e h a v i o r  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  G re a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  

R e v o l u t i o n  a s  what S c a l a p in o  c a l l e d  " q u a s i - i s o l a t i o n  and 

q u a s i - i n v o l v e m e n t  ' and  made i t  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  w i t h  a lm o s t  

t h e  whole  w o r ld .

Q u a s i - I s o l a t i o n s :  A n t i f o r e i g n i s m  an d  Turn  In w ard

I t  was i n e v i t a b l e  t h a t  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  

R e v o l u t i o n  would l e a d  t o  a n t i - f o r e i g n i s m  w i t h  i t s  s l o g a n s  o f  

a n t i - r e v i s i o n i s m  and a n t i - i m p e r i a l i s m ,  and i t s  g l o r i f i c a t i o n  

o f  Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  T hough t .  As t h e  S i x t e e n - P o i n t s  o f  D e c i s i o n  

d e c l a r e d :

A l tho u gh  t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e  h a s  b e e n  o v e r th r o w n ,  i t  i s  
s t i l l  t r y i n g  t o  u se  t h e  o ld  i d e a s ,  c u l t u r e ,  cus tom s

34 R o b e r t  A. S c a l a p in o  "The C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  and 
C h in e s e  F o r e i g n  P o l i c y , "  i n  t h e  F o r e i g n  P o l i c y  o f  C h i n a , e d .  
King C. Chen ( R o s e l a n d ,  N. J . j  E as t -W es t  Who? I n c . ,  1 9 7 2 ) ,  
pp .  8 6 -95 .
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and  h a b i t s  o f  t h e  e x p l o i t i n g  c l a s s e s  t o  c o r r u p t  t h e  
m a s se s ,  c a p t u r e  t h e i r  minds and e n d e a v o r  t o  s t a g e  a 
come-back .  The p r o l e t a r i a t  must  do j u s t  t h e  o p p o s i t e ,  
i t  must  meet  h e a d -o n  e v e ry  c h a l l e n g e  o f  t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e  
i n  t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  f i e l d  and u s e  t h e  new i d e a s ,  c u l ­
t u r e ,  cus tom s and h a b i t s  o f  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t  t o  change  
t h e  m e n ta l  o u t l o o k  o f  t h e  whole o f  s o c i e t y . 35

Thus,  a f t e r  t h e  o u t b r e a k  o f  t h e  Red Guard movement i n

l a t e  A ugus t  o f  1966,  r o v i n g  g angs  o f  t e e n a g e r s  c o v e r e d  P e k in g

and  most  o f  C h in ese  l a r g e  c i t i e s  w i t h  l a r g e - c h a r a c t e r  p o s t e r s

p r o c l a i m i n g  a n  u l t im atum * a l l  b o u r g e o i s  r e m n a n ts  m ust  be

d e s t r o y e d  w i t h i n  a  w eek .^  S h op k e e p ers  were  o r d e r e d  t o  s t o p

s e l l i n g  c o s m e t i c s  and c l o t h i n g  o f  " o u t l a n d i s h "  w e s t e r n  f a s h i o n s .

Women were s e n t  home to  s t r a i g h t e n  o u t  p e rm a n en t  waves and

men were o r d e r e d  to  c u t  Hong K o n g - s t y l e  l o n g  h a i r  and s l a s h

n arrow  t r o u s e r s .  R e s t a u r a n t s  were  t o l d  t o  s i m p l i f y  menus.

T a x i s ,  denounced  a s  b o u r g e o i s ,  were  o r d e r e d  t o  go to  t h e

c o u n t r y s i d e  to  h e l p  t h e  p e a s a n t s .  And a l l  o v e r  t h e  m a jo r

c i t i e s ,  s i g n s  were  t o r n  down f rom  shop f r o n t s  a n d  s t r e e t

c o r n e r s ,  and  o d io u s  i m p e r i a l i s t  symbols  were  a l t e r e d .  The

L e g a t i o n  S t r e e t ,  t h e  t h o r o u g h f a r e  t h a t  f o r m e r l y  h ou se d  f o r e i g n

e m b a ss ie s  were  changed  t o  A n t i - I m p e r i a l i s t  S t r e e t ,  t h e  E t e r n a l

Peace  B o u le v a r d  t o  E a s t  i s  Red B o u le v a r d ,  t h e  S t r e e t  o f  P r i n c e ' s

W el l ,  where  t h e  S o v i e t  Embassy i s  l o c a t e d ,  t o  A n t i - R e v i s i o n i s t

S t r e e t ,  and i t  was u r g e d  t h a t  t h e  name o f  Hong Kong be  chan g ed

^•^"D ecis ion  o f  t h e  C e n t r a l  Committee o f  t h e  C h in e s e  
Communist P a r t y  C o ncern in g  t h e  G re a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  
R e v o l u t i o n , "  The China  Q u a r t e r l y , No. 28 (O c to b e r -D e ce m b e r ,  
1 9 6 6 ) ,  p .  158.

^^New China News Agency, August 23, 1966.
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37to  Oppose I m p e r i a l i s m  c i t y .  Amid t h i s  f e r m e n t ,  t h e  young

r e b e l s  demanded t h a t  t r a f f i c  l i g h t s  be  r e v o l u t i o n i z e d  so t h a t

r e d  would s i g n a l  "go" and g r e e n  " s t o p . T h e y  even  demanded

d r i l l  o r d e r  b e  " e y e s  l e f t "  n o t  " e y e s  r i g h t , "  c o n te n d e d  t h e
39l a t t e r  i s  a  r e a c t i o n a r y  command.^ Day by day ,  t h e  v i o l e n c e

o f  t h e  Red Guards  mounted .  They t u r n e d  a g a i n s t  c h u r c h e s ,

c o v e r e d  them w i t h  p o s t e r s  and  r e d  f l a g s ,  p a i n t e d  o v e r  b i b l e

s c e n e s ,  t o o k  o v e r  t h e  Roman C a t h o l i c  c o n v e n t  i n  P e k in g ,  daubed

t h e  s e i z e d  c o n v e n t  w i t h  c a r t o o n s  o f  Pope P a u l ,  and  d e s t r o y e d

f u r n i t u r e  an d  r e l i g i o u s  monuments.  Then t h e  r a i d s  s p r e a d  t o

mosques a n d  B u d d h i s t  t e m p l e s  and  t o  p r i v a t e  homes. The Red

G uards ,  f o l l o w i n g  p o s t e d  d i r e c t i o n s ,  b ro k e  i n t o  h o u s e s  o f  so -

c a l l e d  o p p o n e n t s  o f  Mao and  t o s s e d  j e w e l r y ,  a n t i q u e s ,  a n c e s t o r

t a b l e t s ,  c l a s s i c  books  an d  o t h e r  b o u r g e o i s  p o s s e s s i o n s  i n t o

t h e  s t r e e t s  f o r  b u r n i n g  o r  c o n f i s c a t i o n . ^ ^  E i g h t  E u ro pean  nuns

who were s e i z e d  by Red G uards  and k e p t  u n d e r  c u s t o d y  were

o f f i c i a l l y  d e p o r t e d  f rom  Communist Ch ina .  The New C hina  News

Agency r e p o r t e d  t h e  e x p u l s i o n  on A ugus t  31 ,  1966:

At t h e  demand o f  P e k i n g ' s  Red Guards and  r e v o l u t i o ­
n a r y  m asse s  and t o  s a f e g u a r d  C h i n a ' s  s e c u r i t y  and

^ ^ The C h ina  Q u a r t e r l y , No. 28 (O c to b e r -D ecem ber ,  1 9 6 6 ) ,  
p p .  178-179 ;  New C h ina  News Agency,  August  2 3 1 1966; The New 
York T im es , A ugus t  22, I 9 6 6 , p .  9 and Sep tem ber  11 ,  1 9 6 6 , p .  9-

^ S t a n l e y  Karnow, Mao and  C h i n a , p .  207.
^ ^ The New York T im e s , A ug us t  28, 1 9 6 6 , p .  1.
^ ^ The New York T im es , A u gu s t  25» 1966,  p .  8 ; A ugus t

24,  p .  4;  A u g us t  2 7 * p .  1 .  and  p .  11; August  28, p .  2; The 
C h ina  Q u a r t e r l y , No. 28 (O c tob e r -D e ce m b e r ,  I 9 6 6 ) , p .  1 7 8 -17 9 .
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t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  p e o p l e ,  t h e  P e k i n g  M u n ic ip a l  
P e o p l e ' s  C o u n c i l  announced  t h e  b a n n i n g  o f  t h e  
F r a n c i s c a i n e s  M i s s i o n a i r e s  de M ar ie  and to o k  o v e r  
L ' E c o le  S a c re  Coeur  r u n  by t h e  m i s s i o n  on August  
2 6 , ( 1966 ) .

A f t e r  l i b e r a t i o n ,  a t  t h e  b a t o n  o f  i t s  h e a d q u a r t e r s  
i n  Rome and u n d e r  t h e  c l o a k  o f  r e l i g i o n ,  t h e  m i s s i o n  
u s e d  t h e  r u n n i n g  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  a s  a  c o v e r ,  s e c r e t l y  
c o l l u d e d  w i t h  a  number o f  c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  
i n  t h e  c a t h o l i c  c h u r c h e s  i n  P e k i n g ,  H o p e i ,  S h a n s i ,
I n n e r  M ongol ia  and  H a r b in ,  u n d e r t o o k  e s p io n a g e  o f  
i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  C h ina ,  p r i n t e d  r e a c t i o n a r y  docu­
m en ts ,  f a b r i c a t e d  and  s p r e a d  ru m o rs ,  i n s t i g a t e d  
c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  t o  engage  i n  p l o t s  t o  c r e a ­
t e d  r i o t s  and  com m it ted  a c t s  o f  s a b o t a g e  s e r i o u s l y  
d e t r i m e n t a l  t o  C h i n a ' s  s o v e r e i g n t y .4-1

B ecause  o f  s e r i o u s  a b u s e s  and t o r t u r e  by t h e  Red G ua rd s ,

one o f  t h e  nuns  f a i n t e d  a t  t h e  Hong Kong b o r d e r  and  t h e  o t h e r
4-2one d i e d  i n  Hong Kong H o s p i t a l .

These Red Guards  v i o l e n t  a c t i v i t i e s  won e n t h u s i a s t i c

s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  M a o is t  l e a d e r s h i p .  I n  a n  e d i t o r i a l  t i t l e d

" I t s  F i n e , "  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  D a i l y  s p e c i f i c a l l y  a p p la u d e d  t h e

c h a n g in g  o f  s t r e e t  names and t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  " b o u r g e o i s  
4 .3

r e m n a n t s . "  I n  t h e  h i g h t i d e  o f  t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  i n  

t h e  summer o f  19^7 ,  t h e  n o t o r i o u s  e p i s o d e s  o f  t h e  Boxer  U p r i ­

s i n g  were o f f i c i a l l y  a p p la u d e d  and  t h e  y o u n g s t e r s  were  encou­

r a g e d  to  e m u la te  t h e  B o x e rs  and  t o  r e b e l  a g a i n s t  f o r e i g n e r s

^See The C h ina  Q u a r t e r l y , No. 28 (O c to b e r - D e c e m b e r , 
1 9 6 6 ) ,  p .  182; The New York T im e s , A ugus t  29, 1966 ,  p .  3*Un

The New York T im e s , A ugus t  3 1 1 1966,  p .  8 ; Sep tem b er  
1 ,  1 9 6 6 , p .  3 ;  S e p tem b er  4 ,  I 9 6 6 .

^^The P e o p l e ' s  D a i l y  E d i t o r i a l ,  " I t ' s  F i n e , "  P e k i n g  
R ev iew , No. 35 (A ugus t  2 6 , I 9 6 6 ) , pp .  21 -22 ;  The P e o p l e ' s  
D a i ly  E d i t o r i a l ,  "W orkers ,  P e a s a n t s  and  S o l d i e r s  Must F i r m ly  
S u p p o r t  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  S t u d e n t s , "  P e k i n g  R e v iew , No. 35 
(A ugus t  2 6 , 1 9 6 6 ) ,  pp .  1 8 - 1 9 .
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b r a v e l y .  T h is  f e r m e n t  o f  a n t i f o r e i g n i s m  was o b v i o u s l y  a 

d e l i b e r a t e  M ao is t  d e s i g n  f o r  t h e  c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  

f e r v o r  i n  o r d e r  t o  d e f e a t  M ao 's  dom es t ic  o p p o n e n ts  who were  

b lam ed a s  " c a p i t a l i s t  r e a d e r s "  i n  a u t h o r i t y .

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  a n t i f o r e i g n i s m ,  many f a c t o r s  i n d i c a t e d  

t h a t  Communist China  seemed a l s o  d e l i b e r a t e l y  t u r n e d  inw ard  

d u r i n g  t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n .  Up t o  I 9 6 6 , Communist China  

had d i s p e n s e d  a p p r o x i m a t e ly  one b i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  i n  f o r e i g n  

a s s i s t a n c e  and a i d . ^ ^  By t h e  end o f  1 9 6 7 , e x c e p t  f o r  some 

com m ittm ents  a l r e a d y  underw ay ,  new Communist C h in ese  f o r e i g n  

a i d  had  f a l l e n  t o  a lm o s t  z e r o .  I n  1966,  t h e r e  were  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  

1 ,0 0 0  f o r e i g n  and 2 ,000  o v e r s e a s  C h inese  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  

c o u n t r y . O n  Sep tem ber  20, I 9 6 6 , a l l  o f  t h e s e  s t u d e n t s  were 

o r d e r e d  o u t  o f  China  and t h e r e  were p r a c t i c a l l y  no f o r e i g n
Urp

s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  u n t i l  t h e  end o f  I 9 6 8 . ' Most o f  

t h e  C h in ese  s t u d e n t s  s t u d y i n g  a b ro a d  were c a l l e d  back  to  

p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n .  By t h e  end o f  1 9 ^ 5 » 

P e k in g  had  d i p l o m a t i c  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n  f o r t y - e i g h t  c o u n t r i e s  

( f o r  d e t a i l s  s e e  Appendix  I I ) .  At t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  I 9 6 7 , a l l  

i t s  am bassado rs  a b r o a d ,  w i t h  t h e  s o l i t a r y  e x c e p t i o n  o f  Huang 

Hua i n  C a i r o ,  were r e c a l l e d  b a c k  t o  P e k in g  f o r  i d e o l o g i c a l

See C h a p te r  I I I .
^ ^ A le x an d e r  E c k s t e i n ,  Communist C h i n a ' s  Economic Growth 

and  F o r e i g n  Trade (New York; McGraw-Hill,  i 9 6 0 ) ,  pp .  3 0 6 - 3 0 7 .
TTa

R ob er t  A. S c a l a p i n o ,  "The C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  and 
C h in e s e  F o r e i g n  P o l i c y ,  " i n  The F o r e ig n  P o l i c y  o f  C h i n a , ed .
K ing  C. Chen (R o s e l a n d ,  N. J . : E as t -W es t  Who? I n c . ,  1972 ,  p .  92.

^ ^ The New York T im e s , September  22, I 9 6 6 , p .  3; O c to b e r
2 , 1 9 6 6 , p .  3 .
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r e v i s i o n .  I n  a  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s  Red F l a g  a r t i c l e  o f  June 

1967  e n t i t l e d  "T horough ly  Smash t h e  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s  M i n i s t r y '  

P r i v i l e g e d  S t r a t u m , "  t h e  f o r e i g n  d i p l o m a t s  a r e  a c c u s e d  o f  

v i s i t i n g  n i g h t  c l u b s ,  g o in g  t o  W es te rn  f i l m s ,  d e p i c t i n g  nude 

women, d r i v i n g  a ro u n d  i n  C a d i l l a c s ,  and  even  commanding sub ­

o r d i n a t e s  t o  m assage  them . W hile  t h i s  " p r i v i l e g e d  s t r a t u m  

l i v e s  e x t r a v a g a n t l y  a b r o a d  d r i n k i n g  t o  t h e i r  h e a r t s '  c o n t e n t "  

t h e i r  w o r k i n g - c l a s s  c o m p a t r i o t s  a t  home " b r a v e  t h e  r i g o r  o f  

t h e  e l e m e n t s  t o  c r e a t e  s o c i a l  w e a l t h . "  They a r e  c a s t i g a t e d  

a s  so " a f r a i d  o f  w ag ing  s t r u g g l e  and m aking  r e v o l u t i o n , "  and 

so " s c a r e d  t h a t  t h e y  d a r e  n o t  s p r e a d  t h e  t h o u g h t  o f  Mao T se-  

t u n g  and d i s t r i b u t e  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  b o o k l e t  Q u o t a t i o n s  from 

Chairman Mao."  They " e s t a b l i s h  c o n n e c t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  r u l i n g  

g r o u p s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r i e s  i n  which th e y  a r e  s t a t i o n e d ,  f l a t t e r -
hO

i n g  them and a p p l a u d i n g  them a s  much a s  t h e y  c a n . T h e  

w i t h d r a w a l  o f  t h e  a m b a ssad o rs  and o t h e r  s e n i o r  embassy o f f i ­

c i a l s  l e f t  Communist C h i n a ' s  e m b a ss ie s  a b r o a d  o p e r a t e d  by 

j u n i o r  embassy s t a f f s .  I n  t h e  a b se n c e  o f  t i m e l y  g u id a n c e  from 

t h e  t r o u b l e d  F o r e i g n  M i n i s t r y ,  t h e s e  r e l a t i v e l y  i n e x p e r i e n c e d  

men to ok  t h e i r  cue  from e v e n t s  w i t h i n  t h e i r  h om eland ,  and 

a c t e d  a n x i o u s l y  and  f e r v e n t l y  i n  t h e i r  h o s t  c o u n t r i e s  to  

d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e i r  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l o y a l t y  t o  t h e  dem i-god  C h a i r ­

man and t o  h i s  R e v o l u t i o n .  I n  many c a s e s ,  c o n f l i c t s  w i t h  t h e  

c o u n t r i e s  to  which t h e y  were  a s s i g n e d  would  b e  i n e v i t a b l e .
Q

The C h ina  Q u a r t e r l y . No. 30 ( A p r i l - J u n e ,  I 9 6 7 ) , p .  249.  
^^See  SCMF, No. 4004 (August  1 8 ,  I 9 6 7 ) ,  p p .  1 0 -1 4 .
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These  m ight  n o t  be i n t e n d e d  by t h e  M ao is t  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  P e k in g  

b u t  i t  seemed t o  be  an  u n a v o id a b le  deve lopm en t  o f  t h e  C u l t u r a l  

R e v o lu t i o n .  Having  u n l e a s h e d  a  v i o l e n t  mass a t t a c k  on t h e  

s t a t u s  quo a t  home, t h e  M a o i s t s  c o u l d  n o t  f a i l  t o  g i v e  a t  

l e a s t  some encouragem ent  t o  M ao is t  a d h e r e n t s  making r e v o l u t i o n  

a b ro a d  and i t  d i d  have h a r m f u l  c o n s e q u e n c e s .

Q u a s i - In v o lv e m e n t ;  E x p o r t  o f  Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  Thought f o r  

World R e v o lu t i o n

I n  com ba t ing  r e v i s i o n i s m  b o t h  i n t e r n a l l y  and  e x t e r n a l l y ,  

t h e  M a o is t s  e x c e s s i v e l y  e n t h u s i a s t i c  advocacy  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s a l  

i n f a l l a b i l i t y  o f  Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  Thought  was t h e  c o r o l l a r y  o f  

t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o lu t i o n .  Thus,  t h e  p r o p a g a t i o n  o f  Mao Tse-  

t u n g ' s  Thought a b ro a d  became t h e  f o r e m o s t  m i s s i o n  o f  Communist 

C h i n a ' s  f o r e i g n  a c t i v i t i e s  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  T ak ing  P e k in g  

Review f o r e i g n  l a n g u a g e  e d i t i o n  f o r  exam ple ,  from A ugus t  19,

1966  on, a  f u l l  page p i c t u r e  o f  Mao was p r i n t e d  i n  e v e r y  i s s u e  

and  a c c la im  o f  Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  Thought  and t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  

C u l t u r a l  R e v o lu t i o n  became i t s  overw helm ing  s u b j e c t s .  B e g in ­

n i n g  on F e b ru a ry  10, 1 9 6 7 , a  s p e c i a l  column o f  two t o  t h r e e  

p a g e s  a p p e a re d  i n  e v e ry  i s s u e  e n t i t l e d  "The W o r l d ' s  P e o p le  

Love Chairman Mao." From March 3 1 1 19&7, t h e  column changed  

i t s  t i t l e  t o  "Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  Thought  L i g h t s  t h e  Whole World" 

and  c o n t i n u e d  u n t i l  A p r i l  12 ,  1 9 6 8 . The t y p e  o f  e u l o g i e s  

c a r r i e d  i n  t h e  column a s  w e l l  a s  i n  o t h e r  M a o is t  p r e s s e s  i s  

v i v i d l y  i l l u s t r a t e d  by t h i s  p a s s a g e :
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The w o r ld  h a s  e n t e r e d  a  new r e v o l u t i o n a r y  e r a ,  one 
which h a s  Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  T hought  a s  i t s  g r e a t  b a n n e r .
I t  i s  a n  e r a  when a l l  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  l o o k  t o  t h e  r e d  
sun  t h a t  r i s e s  i n  t h e  e a s t ;  t h e i r  h e a r t s  t u r n  t o  t h e  
g r e a t e s t  l e a d e r  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  w o r ld ,  Chairman 
Mao. They hope day and  n i g h t  and se e  t h e  g r e a t  t e a c h e r  
o f  t h e  w o r ld  r e v o l u t i o n .  From t h e  b o t to m  o f  t h e i r  
h e a r t s  p e o p le  s i n g  h i s  p r a i s e s  and s i n g  i n  p r a i s e s  o f  
Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  T hough t .  They say  t h a t  t h e  i n v i n c i b l e  
t h o u g h t  o f  Mao T s e - t u n g  i s  t h e  v e r y  s o u l  o f  t h e  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p e o p le  o f  t h e  w o r l d . 50

I n  1 9 6 7 1 a c c o r d i n g  t o  o f f i c i a l  announcem ent ,  t h e r e  w ere

p u b l i s h e d  and d i s t r i b u t e d  a ro u n d  t h e  w o r ld  8 6 ,4 0 0 ,0 0 0  s e t s

o f  " S e l e c t e d  Works o f  Mao T s e - t u n g , "  350 m i l l i o n  c o p i e s  o f

" Q u o t a t i o n s  from Chairman Mao T s e - t u n g , "  o v e r  4 7 ,5 0 0 0 ,0 0 0

c o p i e s  o f  " S e l e c t e d  R ead in g s  From t h e  Works o f  Mao T s e - tu n g "

and o v e r  57 m i l l i o n  c o p i e s  o f  "C ha irm an  Mao's  Poems."

The 1967  f i g u r e  i s  s e v e n  and  a h a l f  t im e s  t h e  a g g r e ­
g a t e  t o t a l  p r i n t e d  i n  t h e  15  y e a r s  b e f o r e  t h e  g r e a t  
p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n . . .  To meet  t h e  u r g e n t  
n e e d s  o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p e o p l e  i n  c r e a t i v e l y  
s t u d y i n g  and  a p p l y i n g  Cha irm an  Mao 's  w orks ,  t h e s e  
t r e a s u r e d  r e d  books  were  d i s t r i b u t e d  a s  f a s t  a s  t h e y  
came o f f  t h e  p r e s s . . .  t o  148 c o u n t r i e s  and r e g i o n s  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w o r l d . . .  The e x t e n s i v e  c i r c u l a t i o n  
o f  Chairman Mao 's  Works a t  home and a b ro a d  g i v e s  a 
p o w e r f u l  im p e tu s  t o  b o t h  t h e  a d v an ce  o f  t h e  g r e a t  
p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  C hina  and  t h e  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s t r u g g l e s  i n  a l l  t h e  p a r t s  o f  t h e  w o r l d . ^

I n  a d d i t i o n  to  vo lu m ino u s  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  Mao T s e - t u n g ' s

w o rk s .  Communist C h i n a ' s  f o r e i g n  b r o a d c a s t i n g  was a l s o  g r e a t l y

i n c r e a s e d  d u r i n g  t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n .  I t s  p ro p a g a n d a  had

b e e n  b r o a d c a s t e d  t o  a l l  p a r t s  o f  t h e  w o r ld  i n  33 l a n g u a g e s  f o r

a  t o t a l  o f  1 ,1 0 3  h o u r s  p e r  w e ek .^

P e k in g  Review, I 9 6 6 - I 9 6 8 .
Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  G r e a t  T hought  l i g h t s  t h e  Whole o f  

C h ina  and t h e  W o r l d , " P e k in g  R ev iew , No. 1 ( J a n u a r y  3 , 19&7), 
pp .  l 4 - l 6 .

^ ^ R o b e r t  A. S c a l a p i n o ,  i b i d . , p .  101.
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As F o r e ig n  M i n i s t e r  Chen Yi  once  s a i d :  " S p e a k in g

a b o u t  f i x e d  n o t i o n s ,  t h e  t h o u g h t  o f  Mao T s e - t u n g  i s  j u s t  one 

b i g  f i x e d  n o t i o n . . .  T h i s  Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  Thought  i s  d o w n r ig h t  

C h in ese  s t u f f ;  l e t ' s  n o t  t a k e  i t  a b r o a d . T h e r e f o r e ,  Commu­

n i s t  C h i n a ' s  e x c e s s i v e  e x p o r t  o f  Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  Thought  a s  

w e l l  a s  t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  which  b a s i c a l l y  a d v o c a t e d  

r e b e l l i o n  and v i o l e n c e  a g a i n s t  t h e  s t a t u s  quo would i n e v i t a b l y  

c a u s e  m a l a i s e  and r e p u g n a n c e  i n  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s .  However,  

any governm ent  t h a t  a t t e m p t e d  t o  i n t e r f e r e  i n  t h i s  m i s s i o n a r y ­

l i k e  p r o p a g a t i o n  was t o  b e  damned a s  r e a c t i o n a r y  o r  f a s c i s t .

I t  was o b v i o u s l y  a n  i n t o l e r a b l e  d i s t u r b a n c e  i n  o t h e r  c o u n t r y ' s  

d o m e s t i c  a f f a i r s  and  c o n f l i c t s  b e tw ee n  Communist C hina  and 

t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s  e n su ed .

A n t i - R e v i s i o n i s m ,  A n t i - I m p e r i a l i s m ,

S u p p o r t  o f  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  S t r u g g l e s  

o f  t h e  P e o p l e  o f  a l l  C o u n t r i e s  

-  O v e r a l l  C o n f l i c t -

From p r o v o c a t i v e  p r o p a g a n d a  t o  a n t a g o n i s t i c  a c t i o n s ,  

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  Communist 

China  seemed w i l l i n g l y  t o  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  t h e  whole  w o r ld .  

A c c o rd in g  t o  The China  Q u a r t e r l y  D o c u m e n ta t io n ,  t h e r e  were 

" d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  n e a r l y  e v e r y  week i n  P e k i n g  o u t s i d e  some 

f o r e i g n  embassy" and  i t  " o p e n ly  i n c i t e d  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  i n

^ ^ SCMP, No. 4007 (Augus t  23,  1 9 6 ? ) ,  p .  1 .
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c o u n t r i e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w o r l d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  S o u t h e a s t  A s ia ,  

t o  f o l l o w  t h e  p a t h  o f  armed s t r u g g l e  o u t l i n e d  by Mao and o v e r ­

th row  t h e i r  g overnm en ts  by f o r c e . M i c h a e l  B. Yahuda o b s e r ­

ved  t h a t  Communist C h ina  c o u ld  l i s t  a s  i t s  f r i e n d s  d u r i n g  t h e  

c o n v u l s i v e  p e r i o d  o n ly  two c o u n t r i e s ,  t h e  one  was A lb a n ia  and 

t h e  o t h e r  N or th  V i e t n a m . B u t  r e l a t i o n s  even  w i t h  t h e s e  two 

c o u n t r i e s  were n o t  w i t h o u t  u n p l e a s a n t  e v e n t s .  Nor th  Vietnam 

i m p l i c i t l y  c o m p la in ed  o f  t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  b e c a u se  S o v i e t  

s u p p l i e s  were d e la y e d  and l o o t e d  due t o  Red G uards  v i o l e n t  

i n t e r n e i c i n e  f i g h t i n g  i n  S o u t h e r n  C h ina ,  and  Communist C h ina  

h ad  f r a n k l y  e x p r e s s e d  i t s  i n d i g n a t i o n  a t  N or th  V ie tn a m ’ s a c c e p ­

t a n c e  o f  p e a c e  t a l k s  i n  P a r i s .  Two A l b a n ia n  c o r r e s p o n d e n t s  

w ere  a c c i d e n t a l l y  h a r a s s e d  i n  a  t u m u l tu o u s  a n t i - S o v i e t  r e v i ­

s i o n i s m  d e m o n s t r a t i o n .

I n  a d d i t i o n  to  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s ,  Communist China  

had  b e e n  a c t u a l l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  q u a r r e l s  o f  v a r y i n g  m agni tude  

w i t h  f i f t y - o n e  c o u n t r i e s  d u r i n g  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  

R e v o l u t i o n .  I t s  c o n f l i c t  b e h a v i o r  r a n g e s  f rom v i o l e n t  demon­

s t r a t i o n s ,  a c c u s a t i o n s ,  p r o t e s t s ,  e x p u l s i o n  and  r e c a l l  o f  

d i p l o m a t s ,  s e v e r a n c e  o f  d i p l o m a t i c  r e l a t i o n s ,  s u p p o r t  o f  

s u b v e r s i v e  a c t i v i t i e s ,  t o  t h r e a t s  and w ar .  The d e t a i l s  a r e  

shown i n  T a b le  3 . The i s s u e s  t h a t  c a u s e d  t h e  c o n f l i c t s  w i t h

•^^The China  Q u a r t e r l y , No. 31 ( J u l y - S e p t e m b e r , 19&7)
p .  212.

^^M ichae l  B. Yahuda,  "China  F o r e i g n  P o l i c y  A f t e r  I 9631 
The M a o is t  P h a s e s , "  The C hina  Q u a r t e r l y , No. 36  (O c to b e r -  
December, 1 9 6 8 ) ,  p .  1 0 3 .



TABLE 3

COMMUNIST CHINA’S FOREIGN CONFLICT BEHAVIOR DURING 
THE GREAT PROLETARIAN CULTURAL REVOLUTION

Conflict Behavior Target Countries

CS|

Demonstration

Expulsion and Recall 
of Lesser officials

Support of 
Subversion

Negative Sanction

Accusation

Protests

Expulsion and Recall 
of Ambassadors

Break Relations
Threats

Soviet Union, East Germany, Poland, Czechoslovakia,
Hungary, Bulgaria, Yugoslavia, Mongolia, Burma, Cambodia, 
Portugal, Britain, India, Indonesia, Prance, Nepal, Cey­
lon, Italy, Tunisia, Kenya, United States, Israel.
Soviet Union, Czechoslovakia, Mongolia, Burma, Britain, 
France, Tunisia, Kenya, Japan, Netherland.
Burma, India, Indonesia, Thailand, Philippines, Malaysia, 
South Vietnam, Tunisia, Kenya, Israel.
Soviet Union, Mongolia, Burma, Portugal, Britain, Indonesia. 
♦  *  *

Soviet Union, East Germany, Poland, Czechoslovakia,
Hungary, Bulgaria, Yugoslavia, Mongolia, North Korea,
Cuba, Burma, Portugal, Britain, India, Indonesia, Thai­
land, Philippines, Malaysia, South Vietnam, France,
Nepal, Ceylon, Italy, Tunisia, Kenya, Vatican, Spain, West 
Germany, United States, Israel, Japan, Ivory Coast, 
Singapore.
Soviet Union, East Germany, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, 
Bulgaria, Yugoslavia, Mongolia, Burma, Portugal, Britain, 
India, Indonesia, France, Nepal, Ceylon, Italy, Tunisia, 
Kenya, Switzerland, Denmark, United States, Netherland, 
Norway.
Burma, Indonesia, Tunisia. (Not including those called 
back for ideological revision).

Indonesia, Tunisia.
Soviet Union, Burma, Portugal, Britain, India,
Indonesia.

Troop Movement
Mobilization
Casualties

Military Action 
War

There were reports of casualties in its military conflicts 
with the Soviet Union, Burma and India but without any 
exact record. It was estimated not to be over 1,000.
Burma, India.

Soviet Union

SOURCEi The New York Time Index, 1966, 1 9 6 7 , 1 9 6 8 , 1969; The China Quarterly 
No. 77 to 38; For details see the following sections of this chapter.
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a l l  o f  t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  E le v e n t h  Plenum 

Communique, can  be c l a s s i f i e d  i n t o  f o u r  c a t e g o r i e s .  The f i r s t  

i s  a n t i - r e v i s i o n i s m ,  which  i s  f o c u s e d  m a in ly  on t h e  S o v i e t  

Union and e x te n d e d  to  most  o f  t h e  o t h e r  communist  c o u n t r i e s .

The second  i s  a n t i - i m p e r i a l i s m ,  d i r e c t e d  m a in ly  a t  t h e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s .  The t h i r d  i s  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s t r u g g l e s  

o f  t h e  p e o p le  o f  a l l  c o u n t r i e s ,  c o m p r i s i n g  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  armed 

r e v o l u t i o n  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r i e s  and t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  mass 

s t r u g g l e  i n  most c a p i t a l i s t  n a t i o n s .  The l a s t  one i s  t h e  

s p i l l o v e r  o f  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n ,  i n c l u d ­

i n g  c o u n t r i e s  r a n g i n g  from t h i r d  w o r ld  t o  W es te rn  m id d le  

pow ers .  For  d e t a i l s  s e e  T a b le  4 .

In  o r d e r  to  u n d e r s t a n d  w h e th e r  Communist C h i n a ' s  

e x t e r n a l  c o n f l i c t s  were  r e l a t e d  to  t h e  i n t e r n a l  t u r b u l e n c e  o f  

t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n ,  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  

a n a l y z e  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  o f  t h e  c o n f l i c t s .

A n t i - R e v i s i o n i s m

The m a jo r  t a r g e t  o f  Communist C h i n a ' s  a n t i - r e v i s i o n i s m  

h a d  been  t h e  S o v i e t  Union from i t s  v e r y  i n c e p t i o n .  However,  

d e s p i t e  t h e  d i s p u t e s  b e tw een  t h e  two g i a n t  communist  c o u n t r i e s  

b e i n g  a  l o n g  s t o r y  and c o m p l i c a t e d  by  a v a r i e t y  o f  f a c t o r s ,  

t h e  p r o v o c a t i v e  and v i o l e n t  a n t i - S o v i e t  r e v i s i o n i s m  b e h a v i o r

^ A l f r e d  D. Low, The S i n o - S o v i e t  D i s p u t e s  ( C ra n b u ry ,  
N. J . : A s s o c i a t e d  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1976) ;  W i l l i a m  E. G r i f ­
f i t h ,  " S i n o - S o v i e t  R e l a t i o n s ,  1 9 6 ^ - 6 5 , "  The China  Q u a r t e r l y , 
No. 25 ( J a n u a r y - M a r c h , I 9 6 6 ) , pp .  3 - l 4 3 ;  Thomas W. R ob in son ,  

" S i n o - S o v i e t  B o rd e r  D i s p u t e s :  Development and t h e  March 1969
C l a s h e s , "  i b i d .
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TABLE 4

CAUSES OF COMMUNIST CHINA'S FOREIGN CONFLICTS DURING 

THE GREAT PROLETARIAN CULTURAL REVOLUTION

Cause o f  C o n f l i c t C o u n t r i e s  I n v o l v e d

A n t i - R e v i s i o n i s m S o v i e t  U nion ,  E a s t  Germany, P o la n d ,  
C z e c h o s l o v a k i a ,  H un ga ry ,  B u l g a r i a ,  
Y u g o s l a v i a ,  M on go l ia ,  N o r th  K orea ,  
and Cuba.

A n t i - I m p e r i a l i s m U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  P o r t u g a l ,  B r i t a i n  
I s r a e l .

Su p p o r t  o f  P e o p l e ' s  
Armed R e v o l u t i o n

I n d i a ,  I n d o n e s i a ,  T h a i l a n d ,  P h i l i p p i n e s  
M a l a y s i a ,  Burma, Sou th  V ie tnam.

S u p p o r t  o f  World 
Mass S t r u g g l e

U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  F r a n c e ,  B r i t a i n ,  I t a l y ,  
S p a in ,  West Germany.

I n s t i g a t i o n  o f  
GPCR

Burma, Cambodia, C e y lo n ,  T u n i s i a ,  
K en y a .

P r o p a g a t i o n  o f  
GPCR

N ep a l ,  A f g h a n i s t a n ,  Morocco,  Zambia, 
T a n z a n i a ,  Malawi,  S e n e g a l .

Extremism o f  GPCR J a p a n ,  I t a l y ,  S w i t z e r l a n d ,  Denmark, 
I r a q ,  A l g e r i a ,  F r a n c e ,  Sweden, V a t i c a n ,  
I r e l a n d .

O th e r s N e t h e r l a n d s ,  Norway, B e lg ium ,  I v o r y  
C o a s t ,  Ghana, S i n g a p o r e .

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  was 

o b v i o u s l y  u n p r e c e d e n t e d  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  r e c o r d s  o f  t h e  t e n -  

y e a r  S i n o - S o v i e t  d i s p u t e .  Two days  a f t e r  t h e  o u t b r e a k  o f  t h e  

Red Guard movement on A ugus t  20,  1966, a  m a s s iv e  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  

a g a i n s t  S o v i e t  r e v i s i o n i s m  was o r g a n i z e d  o u t s i d e  t h e  S o v i e t
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Embassy on A n t i - R e v i s i o n i s t  S t r e e t .  I t  l a s t e d  n e a r l y  a  

week and  c a u se d  a  s t r o n g  S o v i e t  o f f i c i a l  p r o t e s t  on A ugus t  20 , 

1 9 6 6 . ^ '  But Communist China  seemed c o m p l e t e l y  i g n o r e d  Moscow's 

w a r n in g s .  On t h e  same day ,  a n o t h e r  t h r e e - d a y  a n t i - S o v i e t
cjp

r e v i s i o n i s m  mass r a l l y  a ro u n d  t h e  S o v i e t  Embassy was s t a g e d .

The v o c i f e r o u s  Red G u ards ,  w aving  l i t t l e  r e d  Maoism q u o t a t i o n s ,  

s h o u t i n g  a n t i - S o v i e t  s l o g a n s ,  and h o i s t i n g  eno rm ous ly  huge 

p o r t r a i t s  o f  Mao T s e - t u n g  and  S t a l i n ,  i n  e f f e c t  b l o c k e d  a l l  

t h e  p a s s a g e s  o f  t h e  Embassy. The e x t r e m e l y  l a r g e  l o u d s p e a k e r s  

w hich  k e p t  up a  day and  n i g h t  d i n  o f  a n t i - S o v i e t  a b u s e s  were 

v i r t u a l l y  a s p i r i t u a l  t o r t u r e  t o  t h e  R u s s i a n  d i p l o m a t s . Along 

t h e  s t r e e t s  l e a d i n g  to  t h e  Embassy, l e a f l e t s  and p o s t e r  were  

p a s t e d  up and s l o g a n s  w r i t t e n  on h o u se  w a l l s ,  s i d e w a l k s ,  and 

d r iv e w a y s ,  h o s t i l e  t o  t h e  S o v i e t  U nion  and c a l l i n g  f o r  h a t r e d  

and  v i o l e n c e  a g a i n s t  S o v i e t  R e v i s io n i s m .  The Embassy c a r s  

a t t e m p t i n g  to  l e a v e  were  s t o p p e d  and t h e  Embassy p e r s o n n e l  were  

i n  r e a l i t y  c o n f i n e d .  These  f u r i o u s  a n t i - S o v i e t  r e v i s i o n i s m  

d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  were f u r t h e r  s t i m u l a t e d  when Moscow o f f i c i a l l y  

o u s t e d  a l l  M aois t  s t u d e n t s  f rom t h e  S o v i e t  U nion  i n  e a r l y  

O c t o b e r  1966  i n  r e p r i s a l  f o r  Communist C h i n a ' s  e x p u l s i o n  o f
C O

S o v i e t  s t u d e n t s  t h e  e a r l i e r  m o n t h . T h e r e a f t e r ,  t h e  Red Guard 

d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  b e f o r e  t h e  S o v i e t  Embassy were t u r n e d  o f f  and

^^The New York T im e s . August  28, I 9 6 6 , p .  3; A ugus t
2 9 , 1 9 6 6 , p .  1 .

^^The New York T im e s , A ugus t  30 ,  I 9 6 6 , p .  1 .
59 The New York T im e s , O c t o b e r  8, I 9 6 6 , p .  1 .
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on r o u t i n e l y  and t h e  exchange and r e j e c t i o n  o f  p r o t e s t s  

b e tw een  t h e  two governm ents  were  r e c o r d e d  w i t h  r e m a rk a b le  

f r e q u e n c y . O n  December l 6 , I 9 6 6 , t h r e e  o f  s i x  R u s s ia n  

c o r r e s p o n d e n t s  were o r d e r e d  t o  l e a v e  C hina  b e f o r e  C h r i s t m a s ,  

a c c u s e d  s p r e a d i n g  rumors  and s l a n d e r s  a b o u t  t h e  C u l t u r a l  

R e v o l u t i o n .  The e n s u i n g  S o v i e t  p r o t e s t  o f  t h e  e x p u l s i o n  o f  

t h e  t h r e e  newsmen s t r o n g l y  h i n t e d  a t  a  t h r e a t  t h a t  C h inese  

c o r r e s p o n d e n t s  i n  Moscow m ig h t  be  e x p e l l e d  i n  r e t a l i a t i o n . ^ ^  

B ecause  o f  Communist C h i n a ' s  d e l i b e r a t e  s t i m u l a t i o n  o f  a n t i -  

S o v i e t  s e n t i m e n t  b o th  i n t e r n a l l y  and i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y , t h e  

a l r e a d y  s t r a i n e d  S i n o - S o v i e t  r e l a t i o n s  q u i c k l y  d e t e r i o r a t e d .  

The S o v i e t  m i l i t a r y  f o r c e s  w ere  r e p o r t e d l y  r a l l i e d  t o  back  

t h e i r  government a g a i n s t  China  and t o  i n c r e a s e  v i g i l a n c e .  

A c co rd in g  to  a  J a p a n e s e  c o r r e s p o n d e n t  i n  P e k i n g ,  l e a f l e t s  

were  a l s o  d i s t r i b u t e d  t h r o u g h o u t  C hina  r e p o r t i n g  Mao 's  w a rn ­

i n g  o f  S o v i e t  t r o o p  m o b i l i z a t i o n  a l o n g  t h e  S i n k i a n g  b o r d e r  and 

a n n o u n c in g  t h e  a l e r t  o f  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  L i b e r a t i o n  Army s t a t i o n e d  

a l o n g  t h e  b o r d e r . B u t  t h e  n o t o r i o u s  a n t i - S o v i e t  r e v i s i o n i s m  

campaign d i d  n o t  s t o p  h e r e ;  t h e  M a o i s t s  seemed t o  d e te r m in e d  

t o  p rovoke  t h e i r  fo rm a l  number one a l l y  and to  f o r c e  i t ,  

w i t h  e v e ry  s u g g e s t i o n ,  to  b r e a k  d i p l o m a t i c  r e l a t i o n s .

^ The New York T im es , O c to b e r  24, 25,  26, 27, 28, 
November 2, 5,  7 ,  22,  28, December 6, I 9 6 6 .

^^The China  Q u a r t e r l y , No. 29 ( J a n u a ry -M a rc h ,  I 9 6 7 ) , 
p p .  194-195;  The New York T im e s , December 1 7 , 1966, p .  5- and 
December 24, 1 9 6 6 , p .  3*

^^The New York T im e s , J a n u a r y  11 ,  I 9 6 7 , p .  3*
^^The New York Times,  F e b r u a r y  12, I 9 6 7 , p .  1.
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As t h e  G re a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  r e a c h e d  

a new p h a se  i n  t h e  s e i z u r e  o f  power i n  m id - J a n u a r y  o f  19&7, 

t h e  f u r y  a g a i n s t  S o v i e t  r e v i s i o n i s m  was a l s o  m o u n t in g .  On 

J a n u a r y  25, 196? ,  a  g roup  o f  Communist C h in e s e  s t u d e n t s  s t u d y ­

i n g  i n  E a s t  Europe were on t h e i r  way home t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  

t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n .  They a r r i v e d  i n  Moscow and s t a g e d  

a d e m o n s t r a t i o n  t o  show t h e i r  a n t i - r e v i s i o n i s t  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  

s p i r i t  a t  L en in  and S t a l i n ' s  t o m b s , and  a  c l a s h  b e tw ee n  them 

and  t h e  S o v i e t  p o l i c e  ensu ed .  S i x t y - n i n e  s t u d e n t s  were  b e a t e n ,  

a c c o r d i n g  to  t h e  M ao is t  c h a r g e s ,  and  e i g h t  o f  them were  so 

b a d l y  i n j u r e d  t h a t  t h e y  were u n a b le  to  resume t h e i r  t r i p  t h e  

n e x t  day .  The n e x t  day t h e  Communist C h in e s e  F o r e i g n  M i n i s t r y  

i s s u e d  a  p r o t e s t ,  d e no u nc ing  t h e  i n c i d e n t  a s  " f a s c i s t  a t r o c i ­

t i e s  comm itted  by t h e  S o v i e t  r e v i s i o n i s t  c l i q u e  which s e n t  

o u t  t r o o p s ,  p o l i c e  and p l a i n c l o t h e s  s p e c i a l  a g e n t s  t o  s a v a g e ly  

s u p p r e s s  t h e  C h in ese  s t u d e n t s  s t u d y i n g  i n  Europe  who were 

g o i n g  t o  l a y  w r e a th s  a t  L e n i n ' s  mausoleum and S t a l i n ' s  tomb."  

On J a n u a r y  2? ,  19^7,  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  D a i ly  p u b l i s h e d  an  a b u s i v e  

e d i t o r i a l  u n d e r  t h e  t i t l e  " H i t  Back Hard  a t  t h e  R ab id  P ro v o ­

c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  F i l t h y  S o v i e t  R e v i s i o n i s t  S w in e ."  I t  w ro te :

L i s t e n ,  you h a n d f u l  o f  f i l t h y  S o v i e t  r e v i s i o n i s t  
swine'. The C h in e s e  p e o p l e ,  who a r e  armed w i t h  Mao 
T s e - t u n g ' s  Though t ,  a r e  n o t  to  be  b u l l i e d ' .  The d e b t  
o f  b lo o d  you owe must  be  p a i d !  We w i l l  h i t  back  
r e s o l u t e l y  a t  y o u r  p r o v o c a t i o n s  165

P ek in g  Rev iew , No. 6 ( F e b r u a r y  3 , I 9 6 7 ) , pp .  21; 
The C h ina  Q u a r t e r l y , No. 30 ( A p r i l - J u n e ,  1 9 6 7 ) ,  p .  2 4 l ;  The 
New York T im es , J a n u a r y  26, 1 9 6 7 , p .  1 .  J a n u a r y  28,  I 9 6 7 , 
p .  2 and Ja n u a ry  29,  I 9 6 7 , p . 3-

^^P e k in g  Rev iew , No. 6 ( F e b r u a r y  3 , I 9 6 7 ) , p .  23.
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But t h e  S o v i e t  spokesman o p e n ly  r e j e c t e d  t h e  M ao is t  

c l a i m s  o f  i n j u r i e s  a s  l a r g e l y  i m a g i n a r y .  A c co rd in g  to  a n  

e y e w i t n e s s  r e p o r t ,  one o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  who a c t e d  i n j u r e d  t o r e  

o f f  h i s  bandage  and r e v e a l e d  no damage a t  a l l . ^ ^

However, d e s p i t e  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n t  a c c o u n t s ,  t h e  i n c i d e n t  

d i d  p o u r  o i l  on t h e  f l a m e s  o f  t h e  M a o i s t  a n t i - S o v i e t  r e v i s i o n ­

i sm  f e r v o r .  B e g in n in g  J a n u a r y  27.  1967,  m ass iv e  a n t i - S o v i e t  

r a l l i e s  were h e l d  t h r o u g h o u t  C h in a ,  and  mammoth d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  

i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  S o v i e t  Embassy l a s t e d  f o r  a lm o s t  t h r e e  weeks.

The armed f o r c e s  were  c a l l e d  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e .  F o r e i g n  o b s e r ­

v e r s  c a l l e d  t h e  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  o u t s i d e  t h e  S o v i e t  Embassy t h e  

b i g g e s t  one e v e r  h e l d  i n  P e k in g  a g a i n s t  a  f o r e i g n  embassy. 

V o c i f e r o u s  Red Guards s h o u t e d  s l o g a n s  a b o u t  f r y i n g ,  b u r n i n g  

o r  h a n g in g  t h e  S o v i e t  r e v i s i o n i s t  sw in e .  P o s t e r s  were p l a s t e ­

r e d  on t h e  w a l l s  and windows o f  t h e  Embassy and  t h e  Tass  

o f f i c e  one l a y e r  a f t e r  a n o t h e r .  Shops and r e s t a u r a n t s  r e f u s e d  

t o  s e r v e  S o v i e t  d i p l o m a t s  and t h e i r  f a m i l i e s . H a r a s s e d  

day and n i g h t  by h o s t i l e  d e m o n s t r a t o r s  and  b l a r i n g  l o u d s p e a k e r s ,  

t h e  S o v i e t s  f i n a l l y  d e te r m i n e d  t o  se n d  t h e i r  d i p l o m a t s '  

d e p e n d e n t s  home. The b u s  which  to o k  t h e  d e p e n d e n ts  f rom t h e  

Embassy was s t o p p e d  by t h e  Red Guards  and  t h e  c h i l d r e n  were 

made t o  r e p e a t  pro-Mao s l o g a n s .  At t h e  a i r p o r t ,  t h e  w iv es  

were f o r c e d  t o  c ra w l  u n d e r  p o r t r a i t s  o f  Mao T s e - t u n g  and S t a l i n

30, 1 9 6 7. p. 3 .

^^The China  Q u a r t e r l y . No. 30 ( A p r i l - J u n e ,  1 9 6 7 ) ,  p .  242. 
^^The New York T im e s , J a n u a r y  29,  19&7, P- 3,* J a n u a r y
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b e f o r e  b e i n g  a l l o w e d  t o  b o a rd  t h e i r  p l a n e . T h e  f r i g h t e n e d  

S o v i e t  p e r s o n n e l  t r i e d  t o  t a k e  r e f u g e  i n  o t h e r  e m b a s s ie s ,  o n ly  

t o  be t o l d  t h a t  t h e i r  s a f e t y  w ould  be n o t  g u a r a n t e e d  i f  t h e y  

d i d  n o t  s t a y  i n  t h e i r  own compound. T h i s  made t h e  S o v i e t
69d i p l o m a t s  v i r t u a l  p r i s o n e r s  i n  P e k i n g .  T h is  b o i s t e r o u s

a n t i - S o v i e t  movement was n o t  c o n f i n e d  t o  C h ina  o n l y .  I n  I r a q  ,

t e n  s t u d e n t s  went  t o  t h e  S o v i e t  Embassy i n  Baghdad t o  d e l i v e r

a  p r o t e s t  a b o u t  t h e  Moscow i n c i d e n t  an d ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  New

C hina  News Agency, t h e y  were " s a v a g e l y  b e a t e n "  by t h e  S o v i e t
70Embassy p e r s o n n e l .  I n  F r a n c e ,  on J a n u a r y  2?» 19^7 ,  some

f o r t y - n i n e  M a o is t  C h in e s e  s t u d e n t s  t r i e d  t o  march on t h e  S o v i e t

Embassy i n  P a r i s ,  b u t  were  p r e v e n t e d  by t h e  F r e n c h  governm en t ;

t h i s  c au se d  g r e a t  t r o u b l e  f o r  t h e  F re n ch  Embassy i n  P e k in g .

A n t i - S o v i e t  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  were  a l s o  r e p o r t e d  i n  A l g i e r s ,
71Hanoi  and  Sana b u t  w i t h o u t  v i o l e n c e .  I n  R u s s i a ,  Communist

C h i n a ' s  Embassy i n  Moscow p o s t e d  o f f e n s i v e  p r o p a g a n d a  a b o u t

t h e  J a n u a r y  25 i n c i d e n t  i n  show cases  mounted n e a r  t h e  s t r e e t .

The S o v i e t  F o r e i g n  M i n i s t r y  demanded t h a t  t h e y  be removed and

t h e  M ao is t  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  th e y  s h o u l d  s t a y .  A f r a c a s  b e tw e e n

t h e  M a o i s t s  and  S o v i e t  p o l i c e  e n su e d  and  t h i r t y - o n e  M a o i s t s
72a l l e g e d l y  were b e a t e n .

^ ^ The New York T im es , F e b r u a r y  5 ,  19&7, p . 1 .
^ ^ The New York T im e s , F e b r u a r y  8,  19&7, p . 8.
^ ^ The C h in a  Q u a r t e r l y , No. 30 ( A p r i l - J u n e ,  I 9 6 7 ) ,  p .  242.
^ ^ The New York Times,  F e b r u a r y  1 ,  I 9 6 7 , p .  2.
"^^The C h in a  Q u a r t e r l y , No. 30 ( A p r i l - J u n e ,  1 9 6 7 ) , p .  243; 

The New York T im e s , F e b r u a r y  4 ,  I 9 6 7 , p .  1 .
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Such a  c o n t i n u a l , w i d e s p r e a d  and p r o v o c a t i v e  a n t i -  

S o v i e t  mass movement would i n e v i t a b l y  c a u s e  a n t a g o n i s t i c  

g o v e rn m e n ta l  a c t i o n s  b e tw e e n  t h e  two g i a n t  communist  c o u n t ­

r i e s .  The o f f i c i a l  p r o t e s t s  a c c u s i n g  each  o t h e r  were  s e n t

and r e j e c t e d  more t h a n  once e v e r y  o t h e r  day t h r o u g h o u t  t h e
73t h r e e - w e e k  p e r i o d . ^  The S o v i e t  U nion  r e p e a t e d l y  warned  t h e

Mao-Lin reg im e  t o  h a l t  t h e  campaign o f  v i o l e n c e  and h u m i l i a -

t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  S o v i e t s  i n  P e k in g  o r  f a c e  r e t a l i a t o r y  a c t i o n ,

and t h r o u g h  p ro p a g a n d a  t h e  M a o i s t s  c o n t i n u o u s l y  i n s t i g a t e d

t h e  S o v i e t  p e o p l e  to  " r i s e  i n  r e b e l l i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  r e v i s i o n i s t

r u l e r s ,  d i s m i s s  them from  o f f i c e ,  s e i z e  power from them and
7 Ssmash t h e  r e v i s i o n i s t  r u l e  t o  s m i t h e r e e n s . "  ^ On F e b r u a r y  12,  

1 9 6 7 , a f t e r  an  exchange  o f  a c c u s a t i o n s ,  t h e  v i s a  a c c o r d s  

which  p e r m i t t e d  n a t i o n a l s  t o  t r a v e l  w i t h o u t  v i s a s  b e tw e e n  t h e  

two c o u n t r i e s  were  a b r o g a t e d . M o s t  p o s s i b l y  due t o  t h e  

i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  " F e b r u a r y  A dverse  C u r r e n t , "  on F e b r u a r y  11, 

1 9 6 7 , Chou E n - l a i  p u b l i c l y  demanded t h a t  t h e  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  

be h a l t e d  and  t h e  S o v i e t  d i p l o m a t s  g u a r a n t e e d  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n

^^ The New York Times I n d e x ,  1 9 6 7 , p p . 5 ^ 9 -5 50 ;  1968 
Yearbook on C h in e s e  Communism; The C hina  Q u a r t e r l y , No. 30 
( A p r i l - J u n e ,  I 9 6 7 ) , pp .  240-244;  P e k in g  R e v ie w , No. 5 .  6, 7,
8 , 1 9 6 7 .

'^^The New York T im e s , F e b r u a r y  5i  1967,  p .  1; F e b r u a r y
10 ,  1 9 6 7 , p .  1 and 3 .

-̂ P e k i n g  Rev iew , No. 5 ( F e b r u a r y  3 ,  1 9 6 7 ) ,  p- 23 and 
No. 6 , 7 ,  8 , 1967.

"^^The C h in a  Q u a r t e r l y ,  No. 30 ( A p r i l - J u n e ,  I 9 6 7 ) ,
p. 2 4 3.
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77e s s e n t i a l  t o  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  t h e i r  d u t i e s .  The n e x t  day 

on F e b r u a r y  1 2 ,  t h e  t h r e e - w e e k  a n t i - S o v i e t  r e v i s i o n i s m  

d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  f i n a l l y  ended.

But  t h e  " F e b r u a r y  A dverse  C u r r e n t "  was q u i c k l y  r e v e r ­

sed  and t h e  a b a te m e n t  o f  a n t i - S o v i e t  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  l a s t e d  

o n ly  t e m p o r a r i l y .  On March 12 ,  196? ,  Communist C h in a  e x p e l l e d  

two S o v i e t  d i p l o m a t s  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  r e f u s a l  t o  a l l o w  C h inese  

employees who had s t r u c k  i n  p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  " t h e  b lo o d y  i n c i ­

d e n t  i n  Red Square"  t o  r e t u r n  t o  work i n  t h e  S o v i e t  Embassy.

The S o v i e t s  r e t a l i a t e d  by d e c l a r i n g  two M a o is t  d i p l o m a t s  p e r ­

sonae  non g r a t a e  f o r  t h e  p a r t  th e y  p l a y e d  i n  t h e i r  E m b a ssy 's  

a n t i - S o v i e t  r e v i s i o n i s m  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  b e f o r e  t h e  S o v i e t  Embassy 

f l a r e d  up a g a i n .  A S o v i e t  Embassy c a r  was a t t a c k e d  and d i p ­

lo m a ts  i n  t h e  c a r  were  d e t a i n e d  f o r  more t h a n  s i x  h o u r s .  A 

P r a v d a  c o r r e s p o n d e n t  was e x p e l l e d  f o r  s l a n d e r i n g  t h e  Ch inese  

p e o p l e . W h e n  t h e  r a d i c a l  M a o is t s  i n  t h e  C e n t r a l  C u l t u r a l  

R e v o l u t i o n  Group g o t  a s c e n d a n c y  and s e i z e d  power w i t h i n  t h e  

F o r e i g n  M i n i s t r y  i n  f a v o r  o f  t h e  r a d i c a l s ,  t h e  a n t i - S o v i e t  

r e v i s i o n i s m  cam paign  became more and more v i o l e n t .  On August  

11, 1 9 6 7 , t h e  S o v i e t  m erchan t  s h i p  S v i r s k  was d e t a i n e d  i n  

D a i r e n .  The t u m u l t u o u s  Red Guards rampaged a b o a r d  t h e  s h ip  

and f o r c e d  t h e  c a p t a i n  and t h e  crew t o  wear  Mao T s e - t u n g  Badges .

^^C u r r e n t  S c e n e ,  No. 20 (December 1 ,  I 9 6 7 ) ,  p .  7; 
P e k in g  R ev iew , No. 8 ( F e b r u a r y  1 7 , 19&7), PP- 1 1 - 1 4 ,  1 9 .

1 9 , p .  1
^^The New York T im es , March 12 ,  I 9 6 7 , p .  1 and March 

^^The New York Times,  March 1 3 1 1 5 1 28 ,  May 5 ,  21, I 9 6 7 .
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When t h e  seamen r e f u s e d  t o  ohey ,  t h e  Red Guards  j a i l e d  t h e  

c a p t a i n ,  b e a t  up t h e  c rew,  and  t h e n  p a r a d e d  t h e  c a p t a i n  t h r o u g h  

town w i t h  t h e  seco n d  r a n k i n g  n a v i g a t o r  who h a d  th ro w n  t h e  Mao 

badge  i n t o  t h e  w a t e r .  Moscow p r o t e s t e d  im m e d ia te ly  t o  Commu­

n i s t  C h i n a ' s  Charge d ' A f f a i r e s  and  t h e  n e x t  day K osyg in  s e n t  

a  p e r s o n a l  demand to  Chou E n - l a i  f o r  t h e  r e l e a s e  o f  t h e  S v i r s k  

and t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  c rew .  On August  13» Communist China  

p r o t e s t e d  a t  what  i t  t e rm e d  t h e  i n s u l t s  t o  Mao T s e - t u n g .  But 

t h e  s h i p  was r e l e a s e d  on  t h e  same day and  l e f t  t h e  p o r t  sm eared  

w i t h  numerous a n t i - S o v i e t  i n s c r i p t i o n s  and p l a s t e r e d  p o s t e r s .  

However,  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d a y s  t e n s  o f  t h o u s a n d s  o f  Red Guards 

d e m o n s t r a t e d  b e f o r e  t h e  S o v i e t  Embassy w i t h  b a n n e r s  p r o c l a i m ­

i n g  " s u p p o r t  f o r  China  i n  S v i r s k  i n c i d e n t . "  On August  1? ,  

t h e  Red Guards b ro k e  i n t o  t h e  S o v i e t  Embassy compound i n  P e k in g ,  

smashed t h e  c o n s u l a r  f u r n i t u r e  and windows and  b u r n e d  r e c o r d s .  

Two S o v i e t  d i p lo m a t s  were  m anhandled  f o r  t h r e e  h o u r s  and t h e i r  

c a r  s e t  on f i r e .  The S o v i e t  U nion  s t r o n g l y  p r o t e s t e d  a g a i n s t  

t h e s e  p r o v o c a t i o n s  a s  e n g a g i n g  i n  a n  " h y s t e r i c a l  a n t i - S o v i e t  

campaign" a p p a r e n t l y  a imed a t  b r e a k i n g  r e m a i n i n g  d i p l o m a t i c
Q-i

t i e s .  L a r g e ly  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  p u rg e  o f  t h e  May l 6  Group and 

t h e  f r u s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  r a d i c a l s  s e i z i n g  power i n  t h e  F o r e i g n  

M i n i s t r y ,  t h e s e  p r o v o c a t i v e  a n t i - S o v i e t  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  a b a t e d

fioThe China  Q u a r t e r l y , No. 32 (O c to b e r -D ecem ber ,  1 9 6 7 ) , 
p .  223; The New York T im e s , A ugus t  12,  13 .  1 ^ .  196? .

^ The New York T im e s , A ugus t  18,  1 9 6 7 , p .  1; August
1 9 . 1 9 6 7 , p .  1 .
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t h e r e a f t e r .  A c co rd in g  t o  Moscows a c c u s a t i o n s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  

p e r i o d ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  v e r b a l  o f f e n s e s ,  P e k i n g  had  committed  

"more t h a n  200 h u n d r e d  p r o v o c a t o r y  a c t s  a g a i n s t  S o v i e t  i n s t i -
Op

t u t i o n s  and r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s . "

A l though  t h e  m ass iv e  and p r o v o c a t i v e  a n t i - S o v i e t  

r e v i s i o n i s m  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  a b a t e d ,  t h e  t e n s i o n  and  a n im o s i t y  

b e tw e e n  t h e  two c o u n t r i e s  r e m a in e d .  A c c u s a t i o n s  a g a i n s t  e ach  

o t h e r  c o n t i n u e d  and  became even  more and  more  a c r i m o n i o u s .

The d i s p u t e s  o v e r  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  b u i l d i n g  a  communist s o c i e t y  

g r a d u a l l y  t u r n e d  f rom  p r e - C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  i d e o l o g i c a l  

a rg u m e n ts  such a s  p e a c e f u l  t r a n s i t i o n  v e r s u s  pe rm an en t  c l a s s
OO

s t r u g g l e ,  e t c . , ^  t o  c a s t i g a t i o n s  o f  each  o t h e r ' s  dom es t ic

p o l i c i e s .  Each a c c u s e d  t h e  o t h e r  r u l i n g  e l i t e s ,  c a l l i n g  them

c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  and f a s c i s t  d i c t a t o r s ,  and  i n s t i g a t e d

t h e  o t h e r  p e o p le  t o  r e v o l t  a g a i n s t  t h e i r  r u l e r s .  The t y p i c a l

M a o i s t s  a c c u s a t i o n s  a g a i n s t  S o v i e t  r u l i n g  e l i t e s  may be

i l l u s t r a t e d  by t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p a s s a g e s .

The S o v i e t  r e v i s i o n i s t  c l i q u e  i s  a n  o u t - a n d - o u t  coun­
t e r  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c l i q u e . . .  A l l  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p e o p le  
i n  t h e  w o r l d ,  i n c l u d i n g  S o v i e t  p e o p l e ,  w i l l  sweep 
away t h i s  gang  o f  d i r t y  and  s h a m e le s s  r e n e g a d e s  and 
s c a b s  and th ro w  them i n t o  t h e  g a r b a g e  h e a p  o f  h i s t o r y ' .

I t  i s  you r e n e g a d e s  (B reg h n e v ,  K o sy g in  and  company) 
who have t r a m p l e d  u n d e r f o o t  t h e  g r e a t  b a n n e r  o f  
L e n in is m ,  b e t r a y e d  t h e  c a u se  o f  d i c t a t o r s h i p  o f  t h e

Op
A l f r e d  D. Low, The S i n o - S o v i e t  D i s p u t e  (C ranbury ,

N. J . :  A s s o c i a t e d  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 ? ) ,  p .  237*
®^See C h a p te r  I I I ;  A l f r e d  D. Low, The S i n o - S o v i e t  D i s ­

p u t e  (C ranbury ,  N. J . ;  A s s o c i a t e d  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s e s ,  1 9 7 6 ) ,  
p p .  1 2 3 - 2 3 0 .

^^The People's Daily, June 26, 1 9 6 7 .
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p r o l e t a r i a t  a n d ,  u n d e r  t h e  s i g n b o a r d  o f  t h e  " P a r t y  
o f  t h e  e n t i r e  p e o p le "  and  " s t a t e  o f  t h e  w ho le  p e o p l e ,  
t u r n e d  t h e  Communist P a r t y  o f  t h e  S o v i e t  U n io n .  . . 
i n t o  a  b o u r g e o i s  p a r t y ,  t u r n e d  d i c t a t o r s h i p  o f  t h e  
p r o l e t a r i a t . . .  i n t o  a  d i c t a t o r s h i p  o f  t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e  
which  s u p p r e s s e s  t h e  l a b o r i n g  m a s s e s . . .  The S o v i e t  
p e o p le  have  b e e n  d e n i e d  t h e  r i g h t  t o  be t h e i r  own 
m a s t e r s  an d  a r e  a g a i n  u n d e r  o p p r e s s i o n  and e n s l a v e ­
ment by a  g ro u p  o f  d e s p i c a b l e  s c a b s  -  a  new p r i v i l e g e d  
b o u r g e o i s  s t r a t u m . 85

Brezhnev  i s  K h ru sh ch e v  t h e  s e c o n d . . .  "The S o v i e t  Union 
t o d a y  i s  u n d e r  t h e  d i c t a t o r s h i p  o f  t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e . . .  
a  d i c t a t o r s h i p  o f  t h e  German f a s c i s t  t y p e ,  a  d i c t a t o r ­
s h i p  o f  t h e  H i t l e r  t y p e . "  . . .  I n  t h e  S o v i e t  U n ion  
t o - d a y  s p e c i a l  a g e n t s  and  s p i e s  r u n  amuck a n d  r e a c ­
t i o n a r y  law s  and d e c r e e s  m u l t i p l y .  R e v o l u t i o n  i s  a  
c r im e ,  and p e o p l e  a r e  e v e ry w h ere  b e i n g  j a i l e d  on 
f a l s e  c h a r g e s . . .  L a r g e  numbers o f  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  
and  i n n o c e n t  p e o p l e  h a v e  b e e n  th ro w n  i n t o  c o n c e n t r a ­
t i o n  camps and  " m e n ta l  h o s p i t a l s . "86

The S o v i e t s  r e t o r t s  were  n o t  i n  t h e  s l i g h t e s t  g e n t l e .  

Podgorny  c a l l e d  t h e  M a o is t  r e g im e  a  r e a c t i o n a r y  m i l i t a r y  and 

b u r e a u c r a t i c  d i c t a t o r s h i p .  B re z h n e v  a t t a c k e d  t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revo­

l u t i o n  a s  a n a t i o n a l  t r a g e d y  f o r  t h e  C h in e s e  p e o p l e  and  t h e
87Communist P a r t y .  ' The S o v i e t  o f f i c i a l  p r e s s ,  i n c l u d i n g  P r a v d a ,

I z v e s t i a , and Kommunist , r e p e a t e d l y  condemned M ao 's  l e a d e r s h i p
88a n d  u r g e d  he be  o v e r t h r o w n .  These  r e t o r t s  a cc o m p a n ie d  by

^ J o i n t  E d i t o r i a l  o f  Red F l a g ,  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  D a i l y ,  and 
L i b e r a t i o n  Army D a i l y ,  i n  The C h in a  Q u a r t e r l y , No. 33 ( J a n u a r y -  
March, 1 9 6 8 ) ,  p .  1 7 2 .

^ ^ J o i n t  E d i t o r i a l  o f  Red F l a g ,  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  D a i l y ,  and 
L i b e r a t i o n  Army d a i l y ,  i n  The C h in a  Q u a r t e r l y . No. 43 ( J u l y -  
S e p tem b er ,  1 9 7 0 ) ,  p p .  18 5 - ÏÔ ^ .

^^See The China  Q u a r t e r l y ,  No. 30 ( A p r i l - J u n e ,  19&7) P* 244.00
F o r  exam ple ,  s e e  P r a v d a , F e b r u a r y  15 ,  19 6 7 ,  i n  t h e  

New York T im e s , F e b r u a r y  I 6 , 1 9 6 7 , p .  3; Kommunis t . No. 7 ( May, 
1 9 6 8 ) ,  p p .  1 0 3 -1 1 4 ,  sum m arized  i n  t h e  C h ina  Q u a r t e r l y , No. 35 
( J u l y - S e p t e m b e r ,  1 9 6 8 ) , p p .  1 9 7 - I 9 8 ; P r a v d a , J a n u a r y  11 ,  I 9 6 9 , 
i n  C u r r e n t  D i g e s t  o f  t h e  S o v i e t  P r e s s ,  Vol .  21 (No. 2 ,  1 9 6 9 ) , 
p .  3 .
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o t h e r  S o v i e t  t i t - f o r - t a t  r e t a l i a t i o n  f o r  M ao 's  i r r a t i o n a l

a n t i - S o v i e t  campaign would i n e v i t a b l y  p r o d u c e  r e p e r c u s s i o n s

on Communist C h i n a ' s  p o l i t i c s .  Combat ing  r e v i s i o n i s m  a b r o a d

t o  s t i r  up r e v o l u t i o n a r y  f e r v o r  o f  t h e  C h i n e s e  m asses  f o r

t h e  p u rg e  o f  r e v i s i o n i s t s  a t  home was one o f  t h e  f u n d a m e n ta l

t a c t i c s  o f  M ao 's  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n .  Thus

w h i l e  S o v i e t  r e p r i s a l s  became s e v e r e ,  Mao e n c o u r a g e d  h i s  p e o p le

i n  t h i s  s e l f - a s s e r t i v e  way:

Why does  t h i s  h a n d f u l  o f  S o v i e t  r e v i s i o n i s t  r e n e g a d e s  
f e a r ?  I n  a  word,  t h e y  a r e  a f r a i d  t h a t  t h e  im p a c t  o f  
t h e  g r e a t  p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  C h ina  
and  Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  Thought  w i l l  h a s t e n  t h e  S o v i e t  
p e o p l e ' s  awaken ing  t o  r i s e  i n  r e b e l l i o n  a g a i n s t  them, 
t o  s e i z e  t h e i r  power,  t o  make them t h e  t a r g e t s  o f  t h e  
r e v o lu t io n ,  t o  s h a t t e r  t h e i r  r e v i s i o n i s t  o r d e r  and 
b r e a k  up t h e i r  c a n n i b a l  f e a s t ' .  . . . The more v i o l e n t l y  
t h e  S o v i e t  r e v i s i o n i s t s  oppose  t h e  g r e a t  p r o l e t a r i a n  
c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n ,  t h e  more c o n c l u s i v e  i s  t h e  p r o o f  
t h a t  we have  done t h e  r i g h t  t h i n g  and  done i t  w e l l . . .
And t h e  more v i o l e n t l y  t h e y  oppose  t h e  g r e a t  t h o u g h t  
o f  Mao T s e - t u n g ,  t h e  more c o n c l u s i v e  i s  t h e  p r o o f  
t h a t  Mao T s e - t u n g ’ s t h o u g h t  i s  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  t r u t h  
and t h e r e f o r e  we m us t  h o l d  s t i l l  h i g h e r  t h e  g r e a t  
b a n n e r  o f  Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  T h o u g h t . 89

I n  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  communist  movement,  Mao c o n t i n u ­

o u s l y  a c c u s e d  t h e  S o v i e t  Union o f  c o l l u s i o n  w i t h  U .S .  i m p e r i a ­

l i s t s  f o r  w o r ld  d o m in a t io n .  I n  M ao 's  e y e s ,  t h e  S o v i e t  

r e v i s i o n i s t  r u l i n g  c l i q u e  was a  "pack  o f  h a r d e n e d  r e n e g a d e s "  

b e t r a y i n g  t h e  p e o p le  o f  t h e  w o r ld  and  was " t h e  h e i n o u s  a c c o m p l i c e "  

o f  t h e  U .S .  i m p e r i a l i s t s  i n  t r y i n g  t o  p u t  o u t  t h e  f l a m e s  o f  

w o r ld  r e v o l u t i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  o f  t h e  V ie tn a m e se  r e v o l u t i o n a r y

The P e o p l e ' s  D a i ly  E d i t o r i a l ,  " H i t  Back Hard a t  t h e  
R ab id  p r o v o c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  F i l t h y  S o v i e t  R e v i s i o n i s t  Swine'." 
P e k in g  R ev iew , No. 6 ( F e b r u a r y  3 ,  1 9 6 7 ) , p p .  2 3 -2 4 .
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The S o v i e t  r e v i s i o n i s t  l e a d i n g  c l i q u e  h a s  a l l  a l o n g  
p u r s u e d  t h e  c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p o l i c y  o f  U . S . -  
S o v i e t  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  f o r  w o r ld  d o m in a t io n ,  s i n c e  
G la s s b o r o  t a l k s ,  n o t  to  m e n t io n  a n y t h i n g  e a r l i e r ,
U .S .  i m p e r i a l i s m  and  S o v i e t  r e v i s i o n i s m  h a s  s t r u c k  a
s e r i e s  o f  d i r t y  d e a l s  on such  i m p o r t a n t  q u e s t i o n s  a s
Vie tnam, t h e  M idd le  E a s t  and  t h e  p r e v e n t i o n  o f  n u c l e a r  
p r o l i f e r a t i o n . . .  I n  f a c t ,  S o v i e t  r e v i s i o n i s m  h a s  l o n g  
become t h e  No. 1 a c c o m p l ic e  o f  U .S .  i m p e r i a l i s m  i n  
i t s  a g g r e s s i o n  a g a i n s t  Vie tnam and t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e
w o r l d . 91

I n  r e t a l i a t i o n ,  t h e  S o v i e t  Union a c c u s e d  Communist C h ina  o f  

t r y i n g  t o  p ro v o k e  a  n u c l e a r  c o n f l i c t  b e tw ee n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

and  t h e  S o v i e t  U n ion  i n  o r d e r  t o  be  a b l e  t o  s i t  on t h e  moun­

t a i n  and t o  w a tch  t h e  b a t t l e  o f  t h e  t i g e r s ,  and  o f  o b s t r u c t i n g

S o v i e t  m i l i t a r y  s u p p l i e s  t o  Vie tnam.

When t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  was d raw ing  t o  t h e  end, 

t h e  S o v i e t  i n v a s i o n  o f  C z e c h o s l o v a k i a  on A ugus t  20 ,  1968  

r e s u l t e d  i n  f u r t h e r  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  i n  S i n o - S o v i e t  r e l a t i o n s .  

Communist C h i n a ' s  f u l m i n a t i o n s  a g a i n s t  t h e  S o v i e t  U nion  became 

more and more vehement  and  venomous. Now t h e  S o v i e t  r e v i s i o n i s t s  

were  n o t  o n ly  t h e  a c c o m p l i c e  o f  U .S .  i m p e r i a l i s m  b u t  were  

t h e m s e lv e s  "a  gang o f  s o c i a l - i m p e r i a l i s t s  and s o c i a l - f a s c i s t s ." 

Communist China  r e g a r d e d  t h e  S o v i e t  i n v a s i o n  a s  b e i n g  t h e  

i n e v i t a b l e  r e s u l t  o f  g r e a t  power c h a u v in i s m  and  n a t i o n a l  ego ism .

The P e o p l e ' s  D a i l y  Commentator , "The More They W h i te ­
wash ,  t h e  D i r t i e r  t h e  Image o f  t h e  S o v i e t  R e v i s i o n i s t  Rene­
g a d es  Becomes,"  P e k i n g  R ev iew , No. 25 ( Ju n e  I 6 , 1967)1  p p .  17-  
1 8 .

^^Chou E n - l a i ' s  speech  on Rumanian N a t i o n a l  Day on 
A ugus t  2 3 , 1 9 6 8 , i n  The China  Q u a r t e r l y , No. 36  ( O c to b e r -  
December, 1 9 6 8 ) ,  p .  75*



140
a s  p r a c t i c e d  by t h e  S o v i e t  r e v i s i o n i s t  c l i q u e .  The S o v i e t

l e a d e r s h i p  was t r y i n g  to  c r e a t e  p u p p e t s  w i th  guns and th e

c r im e s  t h e y  com m it ted  were n o t  i n  t h e  s l i g h t e s t  d i f f e r e n t

from H i t l e r ' s  p a s t  a g g r e s s i o n  a g a i n s t  C z e c h o s lo v a k ia  and U. S.
92i m p e r i a l i s m ' s  a g g r e s s i o n  a g a i n s t  Vietnam. The so  c a l l e d

Brezhnev  d o c t r i n e  which a im ed a t  t h e  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e

i n v a s i o n  was no doub t  u n d e r  f i r e .  I t  was f u l m i n a t e d  a g a i n s t

a s  " s h e e r  f a s c i s t  t h e o r i e s "  t h a t  had  been  f a b r i c a t e d  by a

"bunch o f  o u t - a n d - o u t  f a s c i s t  g a n g s t e r s "  i n  t h e  K re m l in .  I t

was m ere ly  a  "shopworm junk" p i c k e d  up from t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l

a r s e n a l  o f  R u s s i a n  t s a r s  and  f a s c i s t s  and i m p e r i a l i s t s  o f

a l l  d e s c r i p t i o n s .  The o n ly  d i f f e r e n c e  was t h a t  t h e  S o v i e t
93l e a d e r s  gave  i t  a  " s o c i a l i s t "  f i g  l e a f .

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  v o c i f e r o u s  condem nat ion  o f  t h e  S o v i e t  

i n v a s i o n  o f  C z e c h o s l o v a k i a ,  a  more s i g n i f i c a n t  deve lopm en t  was 

Communist C h i n a ' s  o f f i c i a l  p r o t e s t  on Sep tem ber  l 6 ,  1968  

a g a i n s t  t w e n t y - n i n e  S o v i e t  i n t r u s i o n s  i n t o  C h i n a ' s  a i r s p a c e  

o v e r  t h e  Tunghua a r e a  o f  H e i l u n g k i a n g  p r o v i n c e  b e tw ee n  A ugus t  

2 and  29, 1 9 6 8 . The p r o t e s t  n o t e d  t h a t  "These i n t r u s i o n s  were  

w h o l ly  e n g i n e e r e d  by t h e  S o v i e t  government i n  an  o r g a n i z e d  and  

p l a n n e d  way i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  a t r o c i t i e s  o f  a g g r e s s i o n  a g a i n s t  

C z e c h o s l o v a k i a . "  I t  a l s o  c l a im e d  t h a t  119 i n s t r u s i o n s  by 

S o v i e t  a i r c r a f t  i n t o  C h i n a ' s  a i r s p a c e  had b e e n  r e c o r d e d  i n  1 9 6 8 . 94

^^Ibid.
^^F or  d e t a i l s  s e e  P e k i n g  Review ( F e b r u a r y  7 , 1 9 6 9 ) , pp .  

1 5 - 1 6 ; and  (March 28,  1 9 6 9 ) , ppT 23-25 .
e k in g  R ev iew , No. 58 (Septem ber  20, I 9 6 8 ) , p .  4 l .
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T o g e t h e r  w i th  Chou E n - l a i ' s  w a rn in g  o f  S o v i e t  m a s s iv e  m i l i t a r y

dep loym ent  a l o n g  i t s  e-ast b o r d e r  and armed p r o v o c a t i o n s  a g a i n s t

C h in a ,  i t  sounded a s  i f  t h e  Communist C h in ese  l e a d e r s  had  a

s e n s e  o f  an  e v e n t u a l  S o v i e t  i n v a s i o n  o f  C h i n a . H o w e v e r ,

C h ina  was n o t  C z e c h o s lo v a k ia  i n  e ve ry  a s p e c t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n

s t r e n g t h  and i n  g e o g ra p h ic  p o s i t i o n .  I t  seemed l o g i c a l  t o

p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  w h i l e  t e n s i o n s  had  b e en  c r e a t e d  i n  t h e  West,

t h e  S o v i e t s  s h o u l d  be shrewd enough t  to  a v o id  m a jo r  t r o u b l e s ,

such  a s  war w i t h  C h in a ,  i n  t h e  E a s t .  B u t ,  a  s e n s e  o f  t h r e a t

was h e l p f u l  t o  Communist C h i n a ' s  d om es t ic  p o l i t i c s  a t  t h e

t i m e .  T h is  c o u ld  be  i l l u s t r a t e d  by Chou E n - l a i ' s  speech  to

a  r a l l y  on S ep tem ber  7, 1968.

I t  i s . . .  c e r t a i n  t h a t  o u r  p r o l e t a r i a n  s o c i a l i s t  r e v o ­
l u t i o n  i s  a d v a n c in g  t o  w or ldw ide  v i c t o r y .  However, 
b e f o r e  t h e  a d v e n t  o f  v i c t o r y ,  t h e  e n em ies  t h r o u g h o u t  
t h e  w o r ld  w i l l  s u r e l y  p u t  up l a s t - d i t c h  s t r u g g l e s  and 
l a u n c h  c o u n t e r - a t t a c k s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  o u r  p r e s e n t  g r e a t  
p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  i s  a  m ost  e x t e n s i v e ,  
t h o r o u g h - g o in g  and a l l  round  p o l i t i c a l  and  m i l i t a r y  
m o b i l i z a t i o n .  Should  enem ies  f rom a b r o a d  d a r e  to  
in v a d e  C h ina ,  we w i l l ,  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  c a l l  o f  o u r  
g r e a t  l e a d e r  Chairman IWao, wipe them o u t ,  r e s o l u t e l y ,  
t h o r o u g h l y ,  w ho l ly  and c o m p l e t e l y '.96

97I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  b o r d e r  d i s p u t e s ,  t h e r e  were  r e p o r t s

^The New York T im es , Sep tem ber  3 0 , I 9 6 8 , p .  17.
96 Chou E n - l a i ' s  speech  t o  a  P e k in g  m ass  r a l l y  on 

Sep tem ber  7» 1968,  i n  The C hina  Q u a r t e r l y , No. 36  ( O c to b e r -  
December,  1 9 6 8 ) ,  p .  1 6 8 .

^ ^B o rd e r  d i s p u t e s  c o u l d  be t r a c e d  t o  K h r u s h c h e v ' s  
f i r s t  v i s i t  t o  C h ina  when Mao b r o u g h t  up t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  
O u t e r  Mongolian  b o r d e r .  The b o r d e r  i n c i d e n t s  s t a r t e d  r o u g h ly  
i n  1 9 5 9 f s t e p p e d  up t h e i r  f r e q u e n c y  i n  1 9 6 2 , an d  f u r t h e r  
i n c r e a s e d  d u r i n g  t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n .  Open b o r d e r  d i s p u t e s  
s t a r t e d  a f t e r  t h e  Cuban M i s s i l e  C r i s i s  w h i l e  a  P e o p l e ' s  D a i ly  
E d i t o r i a l ,  d a t e d  March 8, 1 9 6 3 , condemned t h e  S o v i e t  o c c u p a t i o n  
o f  C h inese  t e r r i t o r y  due to  u n e q u a l  t r e a t i e s  i n  t h e  p a s t  two
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o f  b o r d e r  c l a s h e s  a l o n g  t h e  U s s u r i  and Amur R i v e r s  d u r i n g  t h e

C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n .  A c c o r d in g  t o  Communist C h i n a ' s  l a t e r

s t a t e m e n t ,  t h e  S o v i e t s  had  p ro v o k ed  4 ,1 8 9  i n c i d e n t s  b e tw e e n

l a t e  1964  and e a r l y  1 9 6 9 . ^ ^  A c c o rd in g  t o  t h e  S o v i e t  U nion

t h e  C h in ese  Communists had  com m it ted  w i l d  p r o v o c a t i o n s  a g a i n s t

t h e  S o v i e t  Union a l o n g  t h e  b o r d e r s  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e
go

e x c e s s e s  o f  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n . T h e  

a c t u a l  s c e n e  o f  t h e  c l a s h e s  i s  i l l u s t r a t e d  by a UPI c o r r e s ­

p o n d e n t ' s  r e p o r t  f rom  Moscow i n  J u l y  19 6 ? .

A n t i - S o v i e t  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  have  b e e n  c o n d u c te d  a l o n g  
t h e  b o r d e r  b e tw e e n  M anchur ia  and  S o v i e t  U n ion .  P r a v d a  
c h a r g e d  t h a t  g r o u p s  o f  Red Guards  num ber ing  from 
s e v e r a l  h u n d re d  t o  a  t h o u s a n d  c r o s s e d  t h e  f r o z e n  U s s u r i  

^  R i v e r  s o u t h  o f  K h ab aro v sk ,  i n  t r u c k s  and on f o o t ,
s h o u t i n g  s l o g a n s ,  p e r s i s t e n t l y  t r y i n g  to  o v e r r u n  S o v i e t  
b o r d e r  g u a r d s ,  and c a l l i n g  on them t o  r e b e l  a g a i n s t  
t h e i r  r e v i s i o n i s t  m a s t e r s .  The a c c o u n t  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  
f i g h t i n g  b r o k e  o u t  b e tw ee n  t h e  d e m o n s t r a t o r s  and  t h e

c e n t u r i e s .  S i n o - S o v i e t  b o r d e r  n e g o t i a t i o n s  b e g an  i n  l a t e  
May 1963  and b ro k e  down on O c to b e r  15.  1964 ,  l a r g e l y  b e c a u s e  
o f  Communist C h i n a ' s  i n s i s t e n c e  on S o v i e t ' s  a d m i s s i o n  t h a t  
t h e  p r e s e n t  b o r d e r  was imposed  on China  by t s a r i s t  R u s s i a n  
i m p e r i a l i s m  t h r o u g h  u n e q u a l  t r e a t i e s .  F o r  d e t a i l s  s e e  Thomas 
W. R o b inso n ,  " The S i n o - S o v i e t  B o rd e r  D i s p u t e s ;  Development  
and  t h e  March 1969 C l a s h e s , "  i b i d ; pp .  1175-1202 ;  U .S .  House 
o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  Subcom m it tee  on t h e  F a r  E a s t  an d  t h e  
P a c i f i c ,  S i n o - S o v i e t  C o n f l i c t  (W ash ing to n ,  D .C . :  Government
P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e ,  196 5 ) .  Jo h n  G i t t i n g s ,  Survey  o f  t h e  S i n o -  
S o v i e t  D i s p u te  (London: O xfo rd  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 8 ) .

^ ^ " S ta t e m e n t  o f  t h e  Government o f  C h in a ,  May 24, 1 9 6 9 ," 
P e k i n g  Review . No. 22 (May 30 .  1 9 6 9 ) .  p p .  3-9*

^^See " R e p o r t s  and  Comments on C h in e s e  B o r d e r  I n c i d e n t s , "  
The C u r r e n t  D i g e s t  o f  t h e  S o v i e t  P r e s s , Vol .  XXI, No. 11 
( A p r i l  2,  196 9 ) ,  p p .  3 -1 0  and 18 .  S o v i e t  r e p o r t e d  b o r d e r  
c l a s h e s  i n  J a n u a r y ,  December 7 - 9 .  23.  I 967  and l a t e  J a n u a r y  
1 9 6 8 . The New York T im e s , F e b r u a r y  14 ,  I 9 6 7 . p .  9 i n d i c a t e d  
t h a t  t h e r e  were b o r d e r  c l a s h e s  a lo n g  U s s u r i  R i v e r  i n  e a r l y  
F e b r u a r y  o f  1 9 6 7 .
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b o r d e r  g u a r d s  who had  t o  d i s p l a y  c o n s i d e r a b l e  f o r ­
t i t u d e  and  t e n a c i t y  i n  o r d e r  t o  h o l d  t h e i r  g round  
w i t h o u t  h a v i n g  r e c o u r s e  i n  f i r e a r m s . 100

A l th o u g h  t h e r e  w ere  m inor  b o r d e r  i n c i d e n t s ,  a s  t h e  a c c u s a t i o n s  

f rom b o t h  s i d e s  i n d i c a t e d ,  t h e r e  was no o f f i c i a l  p r o t e s t  

from e i t h e r  s i d e  u n t i l  t h e  S o v i e t  i n v a s i o n  o f  C z e c h o s l o v a k i a .

The most  s e r i o u s  i n c i d e n t s  i n  t h e  r e c o r d s  o f  t h e  S i n o -  

S o v i e t  b o r d e r  d i s p u t e s  were  t h e  b o r d e r  w a r s  o f  March 2 and  15,  

1 9 6 9 , o v e r  Chenpao I s l a n d  (Damanski)  i n  t h e  U s s u r i  R i v e r .  

C a s u a l t i e s  o f  t h e  two c l a s h e s  l i s t e d  n i n e t y - s i x  dead  ( i n c l u d i n g  

a c o l o n e l )  and t w e lv e  wounded on t h e  S o v i e t  s i d e ,  and were  

e s t i m a t e d  a t  o v e r  e i g h t  h u n d re d  i n  t h e  second  c l a s h  a l o n e  f o r  

Communist C h in a .  Both  s i d e s  a c c u s e d  t h e  o t h e r  o f  i n i t i a t i n g  

t h e  v i o l e n c e ,  an d  t h e  news o f  t h e  i n c i d e n t s  was g r e e t e d  by 

huge mass d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  i n  b o t h  c o u n t r i e s .  B u t ,  i n  Communist 

Ch ina ,  t h e  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  a p p e a r e d  t o  b e  u n p r e c e d e n t a l l y  mas­

s i v e  and  w i d e s p r e a d .  I t  was r e p o r t e d  t h a t  260 m i l l i o n  p e o p le  

p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  b e tw e e n  March 3 and  7 t h r o u g h o u t  

C h i n a . A l t h o u g h  t h e  m y s te r y  o f  who i n i t i a t e d  t h e  March 2

P u b l i s h e d  i n  Hong Kong S t a n d a r d , J u l y  20,  1 9 6 7 .
F o r  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  c l a s h  s c e n e  s e e  a l s o  i b i d . The 
a u t h o r  ha v e  s e e n  a  Communist C h i n a ' s  docum en ta ry  movie o f  t h e  
G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  i n  t h e  b o r d e r  a r e a .  I t  
p r o v e d  t h e  UPI r e p o r t  t o  be  e x a c t .

^ ^ ^ F o r  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  i n c i d e n t s  s e e  "Communist China  
S t a t e m e n t , "  P e k i n g  R e v ie w , No. 10 (March 7 .  1 9 6 9 ) ,  PP* 5 and 
7; P e k in g  R e v ie w , No. 12 (March 21,  I 9 6 9 ) , p p .  7 -22 ;  "The 
S o v i e t - C h i n e s e  B o r d e r  C la s h  on  Damansky I s l a n d , "  The C u r r e n t  
D i g e s t  o f  t h e  S o v i e t  P r e s s . V o l .  XXI, No. 10 (March 26,  19&9) 
p p .  4 -1 0 ;  The C h in a  Q u a r t e r l y , No. 38  ( A p r i l - J u n e ,  I 9 6 9 ) , 
p .  191 -195 ;  "Hundreds  o f  M i l l i o n s  o f  Armymen and C i v i l i a n  
T hroughou t  C h ina  A n g r i l y  Denounce S o v i e t  R e v i s i o n i s t  Armed 
P r o v o c a t i o n , "  P e k i n g  R ev iew , No. 10 (March 7 ,  1 9 6 9 ) ,  pp .  8 -1 1 .
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war s t i l l  r em a ined  undocum ented ,  t h e  f a c t s  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  

c o n v in c e d  most  s c h o l a r s  t h a t  Communist China  p ro v o k ed  t h e  war 

i n  o r d e r  t o  u n i f y  t h e  s e v e r e l y  d i s r u p t e d  s o c i e t y  and  subdue 

t h e  w a r n in g  f a c t i o n s  w h i l e  t h e  N in th  P a r t y  C o n g re s s  was p r e ­

p a r i n g  t o  convene on A p r i l  1 ,  19^9• "With t h e  de f a c t o  end 

o f  t h e  GPCR i n  O c to b e r  1969» h o w e v e r , "  s a i d  0 .  Edmund Clubb,

"Mao T s e - t u n g  and h i s  l i e u t e n a n t s  need ed  an  i s s u e  t h a t  m igh t

p ro m is e  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  upcoming p a r t y  
102c o n g r e s s . "  I n  e s s e n c e ,  b o r d e r  p ro b le m s  h ad  n e v e r  b e e n  t h e

c o r e  i s s u e s  i n  t h e  d e v e lo pm en t  o f  S i n o - S o v i e t  d i s p u t e s ,  b u t

t h e y  were  e f f e c t i v e l y  e x p l o i t e d  w h i l e  o t h e r  d i s p u t e s  became

s e r i o u s .  As Thomas W. R ob in so n  k e e n l y  o b s e r v e d :

B o r d e r  p ro b lem s  d i d  n o t  occupy a  m a jo r  p l a c e  i n  e i t h e r  
s t a t e ' s  a t t i t u d e  to w a rd  t h e  o t h e r  u n t i l  r e l a t i o n s  
b egan  t o  d e t e r i o r a t e  f o r  o t h e r  r e a s o n s . 103

But t h e  f r e q u e n c y  and  s e r i o u s n e s s  o f  t h e  b o r d e r  i n c i d e n t s

c o u l d  s e r v e  a s  a  b a r o m e t e r  i n  m e a s u r in g  S i n o - S o v i e t  r e v i s i o n i s t

cam paign ,  t h e  b o r d e r  w a rs  c e r t a i n l y  b r o u g h t  t h e  t e n s i o n s  be tw een

t h e  two c o u n t r i e s  t o  a  c l i m a x .  I t  seemed r e a s o n a b l e  t o  assume

t h a t  from t h e  se co n d  c l a s h  o f  t h e  March b o r d e r  w a r s  Communist

C h ina  m ig h t  have  e x p e r i e n c e d  some b i t t e r  l e s s i o n s .  The f o r e -

b e a r a n c e  o f  S o v i e t  U nion  was l i m i t e d  and t h e  Red Guard s t y l e

o f  d ip lom acy  c o u ld  work no m ore .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  M a o i s t s

10?
0 .  Edmund C lubb ,  C h ina  And R u s s i a  (New York: Colum­

b i a  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 1 ) ,  P- 500; s e e  a l s o  i b i d . , and 
f o o t n o t e  97 '

103^homas W. R o b in so n ,  "The S i n o - S o v i e t  B o r d e r  D i s p u t e  
Development  and t h e  March 1969  C l a s h e s , "  i b i d . , p .  1201.
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c o u ld  a l s o  be  shocked  by t h e  s t r i k i n g  60 t o  800 r a t i o  o f  

March 15 b o r d e r  war  c a s u a l t i e s .  They m ig h t  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  

though  t h e  g r e a t e s t  Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  Thought  was i n v i n c i b l e ,  i t  

s t i l l  c o u ld  n o t  r e s i s t  t h e  f i r e s  o f  S o v i e t  r e v i s i o n i s t  modern 

a r m s .

Communist C h i n a ' s  a n t i - r e v i s i o n i s t  movement was n o t  

c o n f i n e d  t o  a t t a c k s  on t h e  S o v i e t  U nion  a l o n e ;  i t  was e x te n d e d  

to  a l l  o t h e r  communist  c o u n t r i e s  w i t h  t h e  s o l e  e x c e p t i o n s  o f  

A l b a n ia  and Rumania.  Throughout  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  

R e v o l u t i o n ,  Communist C hina  had  q u a r r e l l e d  w i t h  E a s t  Germany, 

M ongol ia ,  P o l a n d ,  C z e c h o s l o v a k i a ,  N or th  K o rea ,  Y u g o s l a v i a ,  

Hungary,  B u l g a r i a ,  and Cuba. The f u n d a m e n ta l  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h e  

q u a r r e l s  were  e i t h e r  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s  p r o - S o v i e t  

p o s i t i o n s  i n  S i n o - S o v i e t  d i s p u t e s  o r  due t o  t h e i r  d i s a g r e e m e n t  

w i t h  Communist C h i n a ' s  r a d i c a l  l i n e s  i n  b o t h  w o r ld  r e v o l u t i o n  

and d o m e s t ic  p o l i t i c s .  The d i r e c t  c a u s e s  t h a t  g e n e r a t e d  a l l  

o f  t h e  c o n f l i c t s  were  e x c l u s i v e l y  o u t  o f  t h e  e x c e s s e s  o f  t h e  

G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n .  When t h e  v i o l e n c e  o f  

t h e  Red Guards  r e a c h e d  i t s  f i r s t  apex  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  

" J a n u a r y  S t o r m , " t h e  rampageous young r e b e l s '  p r o v o c a t i v e  

a c t i v i t i e s  a g a i n s t  a l l  o f  t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s '  e m b a s s ie s  such  a s  

s t a g i n g  v o c i f e r o u s  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s ,  h u m i l i a t i n g  and b e a t i n g  

t h e i r  d i p l o m a t s ,  d e t a i n i n g  and b u r n i n g  t h e i r  embassy c a r s ,  

and venomously sm e a r in g  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s ,  c e r t a i n l y
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h a d  c a u s e d  p a n ic  among f o r e i g n  d i p l o m a t i c  c i r c l e s  i n  P e k i n g .

On F e b ru a ry  9 .  196? ,  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  S o v i e t  U n ion ,  C z e c h o s lo v a k ia

E a s t  Germany: On August  29» 1966 ,  E a s t  Germany p r o ­
t e s t e d  Red Guards b e a t i n g  and i n s u l t i n g  i t s  d i p lo m a t s  i n  P e k in g .  
F e b r u a r y  19 ,  1967» Communist China  p r o t e s t e d  E a s t  Germany 
sm ash ing  i t s  Embassy showcase  and  i n s u l t i n g  Mao T s e - t u n g .  The 
New York T im e s , A ugus t  30 ,  1966 ,  p .  4; 1968 Yearbook on C h i n e s e 
Communism, p .  104?
M o n g o l i a : On J a n u a r y  30» 1 96 ? ,  Mongolia  p r o t e s t e d  a g a i n s t  Red
G u ards  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  o u t s i d e  Mongol ian  Embassy and d e t e n t i o n  
o f  i t s  d i p l o m a t s '  c a r s .  Communist China  a c c u s e d  Mongol ian  o f  
i n s u l t i n g  Mao. M ongol ia  e x p e l l e d  t h r e e  C h in e s e  t e a c h e r s .  
Communist China  c o u n t e r - a t t a c k  w i t h  m a s s iv e  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  o u t ­
s i d e  t h e  Mongol ian  Embassy i n  P e k i n g ,  b e a t i n g  t h e  d i p lo m a t s  and 
b u r n i n g  t h e i r  c a r s .  The New York Times I n d e x . 196?» p .  753» 
P e k i n g  R ev iew , No. 34 (Augus t  18 ,  19 6 7 ) , p .  3 6 , and No. 35 
(A ugus t  2 5 , 1 9 6 7 ) ,  p .  2 5 .
P o l a n d : I n  e a r l y  F e b r u a r y ,  I 9 6 7 » Red Guards  a t t a c k e d  P o l i s h
Embassy and i t s  d i p l o m a t s .  P o l i s h  government  p r o t e s t e d .  The 
New York T im es , F e b r u a r y  7» 1967» p .  8.
C z e c h o s lo v a k ia ;  I n  F e b r u a r y  I 9 6 7 » two Czech d i p lo m a t s  were  
a t t a c k e d  by Red G u a rd s .  On J u l y  27» 1967 C z e c h o s lo v a k ia  e x ­
p e l l e d  Communist C h in e s e  s t u d e n t s  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  d i s t r i b u ­
t i n g  a n t i - S o v i e t  p r o p a g a n d a ,  and  Communist China  r e t a l i a t e d  
w i t h  s t r o n g  p r o t e s t  a c c u s i n g  Czech o f  i n s u l t i n g  Mao and m a s s iv e  
d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  o u t s i d e  Czech Embassy i n  P e k i n g .  On December 
2 7 » 1 9 6 7 » Czech r e p o r t e r  was e x p e l l e d  from China .  P e k in g  
R ev ie w , No. 32 (A ugus t  4 ,  I 9 6 7 ) , p .  5^; The New York T im e s , 
F e b r u a r y  4 ,  1 9 6 7 , p .  6 , and  J u l y  29, I 9 6 7 , p .  7«
N o r th  K o r e a : I n  J a n u a r y  1 9 6 7 » Red Guards a t t a c k e d  Kim I l - s u n g
a s  a " f a t  r e v i s i o n i s t  and  K h r u s h c h e v ' s  d i s c i p l e ,  a c c u s e d  him 
o f  s l a n d e r i n g  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n ,  and s p r e a d i n g  rumors  t h a t  
Kim was o v e r th ro w n  by a coup .  N or th  Korea  r e b u f f e d  t h e  rumor 
a s  s h e e r  C h in ese  f a b r i s a t i o n s . The C hina  Q u a r t e r l y , No. 30  
( A p r i l - J u n e ,  1 9 6 7 ) ,  p .  247; 1968 Yearbook on C h in ese  Communism, 
p .  1045  and  1 0 4 7 .
Y u g o s l o v i a : On J a n u a r y  27» 1967» th e  showcase  h o u s i n g  M ao 's
p o r t r a i t s  and  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  p ro p a g a n d a  o f  Communist C h i n a ' s  
Embassy i n  B e lg r a d e  was smashed.  F o l lo w in g  t h e  i n c i d e n t s .  
P r o t e s t s  were  e x ch a n g ed .  Red Guards d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  were 
s t a g e d  and T i t o ' s  e f f i g i e s  were  bu rn ed  o u t s i d e  Yugoslov  Embassy. 
P e k i n g  Rev iew , No. 6 F e b r u a r y  3» 1967» P- 31; The New York 
T im e s , J a n u a r y  30 ,  1967» p .  3 J a n u a r y  3 1 , 1 9 6 7 , p .  3- 
H u n g a ry : On November 9» 1966,  Hunagry e x p e l l e d  Communist
C h i n a ' s  s t u d e n t s  f o r  t h e i r  p r o p a g a t i n g  Maoism and a n t i - r e v i ­
s i o n i s m .  I n  November 1966  and  a g a i n  i n  J a n u a r y  1 9 6 7 , Red
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w i th d re w  i t s  Embassy d e p e n d e n t s .  At t h e  same t im e ,  t h e  d e p en ­

d e n t s  o f  t h e  B u l g a r i a n ,  P o l i s h ,  H u n g a r ia n ,  and  E a s t  German 

e m b a s s ie s  r e s e r v e d  t h e i r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and  were  p r e p a r i n g  t o  

l e a v e  f o r  home.^^^

I t  was i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  Communist C h i n a ' s  

j u s t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a l l  t h e s e  u n p r e c e d e n t e d  t u r ­

b u l e n c e s  i n  i t s  f o r e i g n  r e l a t i o n s  was m a in ly  b a s e d  on t h e s e  

c o u n t r i e s '  h o s t i l i t y  t o  Chairman Mao and  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  

C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n .  As i t s  r e p e a t e d  o f f i c i a l  p r o t e s t s  and  

p u b l i c  a c c u s a t i o n s  a g a i n s t  a l l  o f  t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s  r e v e a l e d :

Owing t o  i t s  r e a c t i o n a r y  c l a s s  n a t u r e ,  t h e . . .  r e v i ­
s i o n i s t  l e a d i n g  c l i q u e  had c o n s i s t e n t l y  f o l l o w e d  
S o v i e t  r e v i s i o n i s m  and  s e r v e d  a s  i t s  pawn. With  deep  
h a t r e d  f o r  t h e  m o r t a l  f e a r  o f  t h e  i n v i n c i b l e  t h o u g h t  
o f  Mao T s e - t u n g  and C h i n a ' s  u n p r e c e d e n t e d  g r e a t  p r o ­
l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n ,  i t  had  e n g i n e e r e d  a  
s e r i e s  o f  a n t i - C h i n a  i n c i d e n t s .106

Guards  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  were s t a g e d  o u t s i d e  H u n g a r ia n  Embassy 
i n  P e k i n g .  P r o t e s t s  a g a i n s t  each  o t h e r  e xchanged .  P e k i n g  
R ev iew , No. 48 (November 25,  1 ? 6 6 ) ,  p .  5 and  No. 50 (December 
9 ,  1 9 6 6 ) ,  pp .  34 -3 5 ;  The New York T im e s , J a n u a r y  31 ,  19&7, 
p .  5; 1968  Y earbook  On C h in e s e  Communism, p .  1045.
B u l g a r i a ; On May 29,  19 6 ? ,  B u l g a r i a  e x p e l l e d  t h r e e  Communist 
C h in e s e  s t u d e n t s  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  a n t i - B u l g a r i a n  a c t i v i t i e s .  
Communist C h in a  announced  a  s t r o n g  p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  B u l g a r i a n  
r e v i s i o n i s t  c l i q u e ' s  c o o p e r a t i n g  w i t h  S o v i e t  r e v i s i o n i s t s  and  
p u r s u i n g  a n t i - C h i n a  p o l i c y .  P e k in g  R ev iew , No. 25 ( Ju n e  I 6 , 
1 9 6 7 ) ,  p .  40 .
C uba ; See The C hina  Q u a r t e r l y , No. 32 (O c to b e r -D e c e m b e r , I 9 6 6 7 ) , 
p .  221.  New C h ina  News Agency a c c u s e d  Cuban Government o f  a n t i -  
Negro and  R a c i s t .  The New York T im e s , A ugus t  28, I 9 6 6 , p .  4 .

^^^1968  Yearbook  on C h in ese  Communism, p .  1046.
1 0 6 ',P r o t e s t  A g a i n s t  M ongol ian  Embassy S t a f f  Members 

P r o v o c a t i o n , "  P e k i n g  R ev iew , No. 34 (A ugus t  18 ,  1 9 6 7 ) ,  p .  3 6 .
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I n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  i n s u l t  and a t t a c k  on t h e  p h o t o ­
g r a p h s  o f  Chairm an Mao i s  a n  i n s u l t  and  a t t a c k  on 
t h e  P e o p l e ' s  R e p u b l i c  o f  China  and t h e  700 m i l l i o n  
C h inese  p e o p l e ,  and t h i s  i s  so m e th in g  which  t h e  
C h in ese  p e o p le  a b s o l u t e l y  c a n n o t  t o l e r a t e . 107

I f  you r e v i s i o n i s t  l e a d i n g  c l i q u e  c o n t i n u e  t o  v i c i ­
o u s ly  a t t a c k  Chairman Mao, t h e  g r e a t  l e a d e r  o f  t h e  
C h in ese  p e o p l e  and  r e d  sun  i n  t h e i r  h e a r t s ,  t o  a c t  
th e  a n t i - C h i n a  pawn o f  t h e  S o v i e t  r e v i s i o n i s t s  and 
p e r s i s t  i n  b e i n g  h o s t i l e  to  t h e . . .  C h in e s e  p e o p l e . . .  
you w i l l  s u r e l y  come t o  no good e n d . 108

The c e n t r a l  theme o f  t h e  p r o t e s t s  seemed t o  f o c u s  

more on t h e  S o v i e t  U nion  t h a n  on t h e  a c c u s e d  c o u n t r i e s  them­

s e l v e s ,  and t h e  c o n t e n t s  sounded  much more a s  i f  a d d r e s s e d  

to  t h e  a u d ie n c e s  o f  t h e  C h in ese  p e o p le  r a t h e r  t h a n  t o  t h e  

c o u n t r i e s  condemned.

A n t i - I m p e r i a l i s m

Communist C h i n a ' s  a n t i - i m p e r i a l i s m  cam paign  d u r i n g  t h e  

G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n ,  a s  i t  had  b e e n  b e f o r e ,  

was d i r e c t e d  m a in ly  a t  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  But  due t o  t h e  

e x p a n s io n  o f  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n ,  t h e  

h a t r e d  o f  i m p e r i a l i s m  was a l s o  s p r e a d  t o  P o r t u g a l  and B r i t a i n ,  

l a r g e l y  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  c o l o n i e s  i n  Macao and Hong Kong, t h e  

symbol o f  t h e  o l d  i m p e r i a l i s m  l e g a c y  i n  C h in a .

^ ^ ^ " S t r o n g  P r o t e s t  A g a i n s t  Y u g o s l a v i a ' s  P o l i t i c a l  
P r o v o c a t i o n , "  P e k in g  Rev iew , No. 6 ( F e b r u a r y  3> 1 9 6 7 ) ,  P* 30.  

n n ft
"C h in ese  F o r e i g n  M i n i t a r y  P r o t e s t s  A g a i n s t  B u l g a r i a ' s  

A n t i - C h in a  A c t i o n , "  P e k in g  R ev iew , No. 25 ( Ju n e  l 6 ,  1 9 6 7 ) ,  
p .  4 0 . See a l s o  p r o t e s t s  a g a i n s t  Hungary ,  P e k in g  R ev iew , No.
48  and  No. 50 ,  1966,  and p r o t e s t s  a g a i n s t  C z e c h o s l o v a k i a ,
Peking Review, No. 32, 1 9 6 7, p. 54.
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With r e g a r d  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  t h e  c o n t r o l l i n g  

them es  t h a t  d o m in a ted  t h e  cam paign  a t  t h e  t im e  were  f o c u s e d  

on t h e  Vie tnam War, t h e  M idd le  E a s t  C r i s i s  and  American mass 

s t r u g g l e , a n d  t h e  b a s i c  s t r a t e g y  i n  t h e  c o n d u c t  o f  t h e  

cam paign  f o l l o w e d  s t r i c t l y  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  a n ta g o n is m  w i t h o u t  

d i r e c t  m i l i t a r y  c o n f r o n t a t i o n ,  which  Mao and  h i s  c o l l e a g u e s  had  

f o r m u l a t e d  when t h e y  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  l a u n c h  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  

C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n . A c c o r d i n g  t o  M ao 's  c o n v i c t i o n ,  t h e  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s '  i n t e r v e n t i o n  i n  t h e  t h i r d  w o r ld  n a t i o n a l  l i b e r a ­

t i o n  s t r u g g l e s  would i n e v i t a b l y  s t i m u l a t e  t h e  f i g h t i n g  s p i r i t s  

o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p e o p l e  an d  would  f i n a l l y  be  d e f e a t e d  by 

" P e o p l e ' s  War" w i t h o u t  t h e  n e e d  o f  Communist C h i n a ’ s d i r e c t  

m i l i t a r y  i n v o lv e m e n t .  As i t  was s a i d  i n  a  P e o p l e ' s  D a i ly  

E d i t o r i a l  "Doom o f  U. S.  I m p e r i a l i s m "  on A ugus t  30 ,  1966:

The t y i n g  down o f  l a r g e  numbers  o f  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
t r o o p s  by  t h e  A s ia n  p e o p le  c r e a t e s  a  f a v o r a b l e  con­
d i t i o n  f o r  t h e  f u r t h e r  g row th  o f  t h e  a n t i - U n i t e d  
S t a t e s  s t r u g g l e  o f  t h e  p e o p le  i n  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  
w o r l d .  With  a l l  t h e  p e o p l e  r i s i n g  t o  a t t a c k  i t ,  one 
h i t t i n g  a t  i t s  h e a d  and  t h e  o t h e r  a t  i t s  f e e t .  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s  i m p e r i a l i s m  c a n  be  n i b b l e d  up b i t  by b i t .

^A l th o ug h  t h e  Taiwan q u e s t i o n ,  t h e  p ro b lem  o f  Commu­
n i s t  C h i n a ' s  membership  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s ,  and  t h e  U.S .  
m i l i t a r y  p r e s e n c e  i n  A s i a  had  b e e n  l o n g  t h e  s u b j e c t s  o f  c o n ­
f l i c t s  b e tw e e n  Communist C h ina  and  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  d u r i n g  t h e  
C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n ,  a l l  t h e  s u b j e c t s  seemed t e m p o r a r i l y  t o  be 
submerged by t h e  Vie tnam War and t h e  M iddle  E a s t  C r i s i s .  They 
g e n e r a l l y  o c c u p ie d  much l e s s  p u b l i c i t y  i n  Communist C h i n a ' s  
news media and  o f f i c i a l  ann o u n ce m e n ts .  But  Communist C h i n a ' s  
s u p p o r t  o f  armed s t r u g g l e  i n  many S o u th  E a s t  A s ia n  c o u n t r i e s  
m ig h t  be r e g a r d e d  a s  p a r t  o f  i t s  a n t i - U . S .  i m p e r i a l i s m  d e s i g n s .

^^ ^ F o r  d e t a i l s  s e e  C h a p te r  I I I .
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So, f o l l o w i n g  t h i s  b a s i c  s t r a t e g y ,  t h e  t a c t i c s  o f  Communist 

C h i n a ' s  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  U. S.  i m p e r i a l i s m  o v e r  t h e  above  men­

t i o n e d  i s s u e s  were a imed a t  s u b v e r t i n g  t h e  w i l l  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  p e o p le  and t h e i r  s u p p o r t  o f  f o r e i g n  m i l i t a r y  in v o lv e m e n t  

th r o u g h  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  p r e s s u r e s  o f  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  a g a i n s t  U. S.  

i m p e r i a l i s m  b o t h  w i t h i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and  i n  t h e  i n t e r n a ­

t i o n a l  community. These  t a c t i c s  a l s o  i n v o l v e d  s u p p o r t  o f  s e l f -  

r e l i a n t  p r o t r a c t e d  armed s t r u g g l e  t o  t r a p  t h e  U.S.  i m p e r i a l i s t s  

i n  a  p e o p l e ’s war q ua g m ire  and o p p o s i t i o n  t o  p e a c e f u l  s e t t l e ­

m en ts  o f  a l l  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p rob lem s  t h a t  would  i n c r e a s e  t h e  

two s u p e r  p o w e rs '  i n f l u e n c e  o r  b e n e f i t  t h e i r  d e t e n t e .  I n  t h e s e  

o b j e c t i v e s ,  communist  China  i n t e n d e d  n o t  o n ly  t o  a g g r a v a t e  t h e  

c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  b e tw e e n  t h e  two su p e r - p o w e r s  and  combat b o t h  

o f  them a t  t h e  same t im e  w i t h o u t  r i s k i n g  d i r e c t  m i l i t a r y  c o n ­

f r o n t a t i o n  w i t h  any  o f  them, b u t  a l s o  t o  p ro v e  t h e  u n i v e r s a l  

i n f a l l i b i l i t y  o f  M ao 's  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  d o c t r i n e s  and to  s t i r  up 

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  f e r v o r  o f  t h e  C h inese  m asses  f o r  co m b a t in g  

" c a p i t a l i s t - r o a d e r s "  a t  home. Thus t h e  c o n f l i c t  b e h a v i o r  

o f  Communist C h i n a ' s  a n t i - U . S .  i m p e r i a l i s m  cam paign  t h r o u g h o u t  

t h e  p e r i o d  o f  d o m e s t i c  c o n v u l s i o n  was c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by venomous 

a c c u s a t i o n s  o f  U.S.  a g g r e s s i v e  a t r o c i t i e s  and  i t s  c o l l u s i o n  

w i t h  S o v i e t  r e v i s i o n i s t s  i n  d o m in a t io n  o f  t h e  w o r ld ;  p r o v o c a t i v e  

advocacy  o f  armed s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  U. S.  i m p e r i a l i s t  a g g r e s s i o n ;  

e m o t io n a l  i n s t i g a t i o n  o f  mass s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  U. S .  i m p e r i a l i s t  

o p p r e s s i o n  and c a u t i o u s  r e s t r a i n t  f rom  r a d i c a l  and s u b s t a n t i a l  

i n v o lv e m e n t  i n  any c o n c r e t e  s i t u a t i o n .
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I n  t h e  Vietnam War, Communist China  had  k e p t  up con­

s t a n t  a t t a c k s  on t h e  U. S .  i m p e r i a l i s t s '  m i l i t a r y  c r im e s  and 

e x p r e s s e d  i t s  f i r m  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  b r a v e  V ie tnam ese  s t r u g g l e s  

e i t h e r  t h r o u g h  o f f i c i a l  s t a t e m e n t s  o r  by numerous huge mass 

d e m o n s t r a t i o n s .  I t  was t r u e  t h a t  f o r  t h e  n e ed s  o f  t h e  domes­

t i c  power s t r u g g l e  i t s  e x p r e s s i o n s  o f  a n t i - U . S .  f e e l i n g s  were 

r e a l  and  f i e r c e ,  b u t  i t s  o f f i c i a l  s u p p o r t  was l i m i t e d  t o  

r e p e a t e d  c l i c h e s  w i t h o u t  s u b s t a n c e :

The p e o p le  o f  C h in a  and  Vietnam a r e  t r u l y  com rades-  
i n - a r m s  and b r o t h e r s . . .  The 700 m i l l i o n  p e o p le  o f  
China  w i l l  back  t h e  Vie tnam p e o p l e  t o  t h e  h i l t ;  t h e  
v a s t  e x p an se  o f  C h i n a ' s  t e r r i t o r y  i s  t h e i r  r e l i a b l e  r e a r  
a r e a . . .  I n  t h e  common s t r u g g l e ,  t h e  C h in ese  and 
V ie tnam ese  p e o p l e  s u p p o r t  and c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  each 
o t h e r ,  and  have  f o r g e d  a n  u n b r e a k a b l e  m i l i t a n t  
f r i e n d s h i p .  The 700 m i l l i o n  p e o p l e  o f  C h in a ,  armed 
w i th  Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  T hough t ,  w i l l  u n s w e r v in g ly  s t a n d  
by t h e  V ie tnam ese  p e o p l e  and w i l l  make a l l  ou t  e f f o r t s  
f o r  t h e  d e f e a t  o f  v i c i o u s  U.S.  i m p e r i a l i s m . I l l

I n  c o n t r a s t  to  t h e s e  f e v e r i s h  s t a t e m e n t s  o f  s u p p o r t s .  Commu­

n i s t  C h i n a ' s  s u b s t a n t i a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  i t s  V ie tn am ese  com­

r a d e s  was l i m i t e d .  F o r  exam ple ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  U.S.  o f f i c i a l  

a nnouncem en ts ,  up to  A ug u s t  1966 ,  t h e r e  were o n ly  "50 ,000

u n i fo rm e d  t r o o p s  i n  N o r th  V ie tnam ,  engaged  m a in ly  i n  r e p a i r i n g
112s u p p ly  r o u t e s  b e tw ee n  Hanoi  and  m i l i t a r y  b a s e s  i n  C h in a . "

"Chou E n - l a i  Speech  a t  a  Mass R a l l y  on November 19,  
1 9 6 7 ,"  The China  Q u a r t e r l y , No. 33 ( J a n u a r y - M a r c h , I 9 6 8 ) , pp.  
172-173 ;  The same e x p r e s s i o n  o f  s u p p o r t  had  a p p e a r e d  i n  L iu  
S h a o - c h i ' s  spe ec h  t o  a  one m i l l i o n  p e o p l e  r a l l y  a t  T ie n  An 
Men Square  on J u l y  22, I 966  

112C o n g r e s s i o n a l  Q u a r t e r l y  S e r v i c e ,  C h ina  and U. S .  F a r  
E a s t  P o l i c y  (W ash in g to n ,  B. C. :  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  Q u a r t e r l y  S e r -
vice, 1967), p. 1 9 4.



151
F u r t h e r m o r e ,  i t  was a l s o  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  

Communist C h i n a ' s  r e a c t i o n  to  U. S.  a c c i d e n t a l  a i r  i n v a s i o n s  

o f  C h in e s e  t e r r i t o r y  b o r d e r i n g  Vie tnam  was c o m p a r a t i v e l y  

c a u t i o u s  and  r e s t r a i n e d .  When t h e  i n c i d e n t s  h a p p e n e d ,  huge 

Red G uards  a n t i - U . S .  i m p e r i a l i s m  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  w ere  v o c i ­

f e r o u s l y  o r g a n i z e d  t h r o u g h o u t  C h ina  b u t  i t s  o f f i c i a l  p r o t e s t s  

w ere  o n ly  b l a n k  c u r s e s .

We s t e r n l y  warn t h e  U. S .  a g g r e s s o r s ;  The h e r o i c  
C h in ese  p e o p le  who a r e  armed w i t h  t h e  g r e a t  t h o u g h t  
o f  Mao T s e - t u n g  f e a r  no w ar  t h r e a t s  o f  any  k i n d .  We 
a r e  i n  f u l l  b a t t l e  a r r a y .  I f  you must  h a v e  a  t e s t  
o f  s t r e n g t h ,  t h e n  come onI The I r o n  f i s t s  o f  700 
m i l l i o n  C h in ese  p e o p l e  w i l l  d e f i n i t e l y  c r u s h  a l l  
a g g r e s s o r s  to  p u l p . 113

I n  co m pa r iso n  w i t h  t h e  one i t  s e n t  t o  t h e  Government o f  Denmark

t h r e a t e n i n g  g ra v e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  b e c a u s e  o f  a c a r t o o n i s t ' s

mocking c a r i c a t u r e  o f  Mao i n  t h e  n e w sp a p e r ,  t h e s e  p r o t e s t s

seemed t o  be  t h e  same o r  even  m i l d e r .

However,  i t s  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  p e a c e f u l  n e g o t i a t i o n s  o v e r

t h e  war was vehement and f i e r c e .  I t  c o n t i n u o u s l y  a c c u s e d  t h e

s u g g e s t e d  p e ac e  t a l k s  o f  sham, f r a u d ,  s w i n d l e ,  and  U . S . - S o v i e t

c o l l u s i o n  i n  t h e  e x t i n c t i o n  o f  V ie tn a m e se  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  f l a m e s .

Thus,  when t h e  P a r i s  T a lk s  were  f i n a l l y  a r r a n g e d  i n  A p r i l  1 9 6 8 ,

Communist C hina  f e l t  no r e l u c t a n c e  i n  e x p r e s s i n g  i t s  s t r o n g

o p p o s i t i o n ,  and showing i t s  i n d i g n a t i o n  t o  t h e  H ano i  r e g im e .

On May 8, Chou E n - l a i  f r a n k l y  t o l d  t h e  V ie tnam ese  d e l e g a t i o n

^ ^ ^ P e k in g  Review, No. 39 (S e p tem b er  23,  I 9 6 6 ) , p .  26; 
The C h ina  Q u a r t e r l y , No. 28 ( O c to b e r - D e c e m b e r , 1 9 6 6 ) , p .  1 9 0 .
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t o  t h e  P a r i s  t a l k s  t h a t  " I n  Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  o p i n i o n  t h e  t a l k s  

were  a  m i s t a k e . "  A c c o rd in g  t o  The C hina  Q u a r t e r l y  Documenta­

t i o n ,  i n  June  1968, t h e r e  w ere  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  s t a g e d  o u t s i d e  

t h e  N or th  Vie tnam ese  c o n s u l a t e s  a t  C an ton ,  Nanning and Kunming. 

These d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  were  s a i d  t o  have  b e e n  o s t e n s i b l y  i n  

s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  V ie tnam ese  b u t  i n  p r a c t i c e  a  p r o t e s t  a t  t h e  

a c c e p t a n c e  by North  Vietnam o f  t a l k s  i n  P a r i s .  I t  was r e p o r t e d  

t h a t  t h e  c o n s u l a t e  i n  Nanning  had  b e en  r a n s a c k e d  by d e m o n s t r a ­

t o r s .

I n  t h e  Middle  E a s t ,  t h e  I s r a e l i - A r a b i a n  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  

h ad  been  t h e  h a b i t u a l  s u b j e c t  o f  Communist C h i n a ' s  a n t i - U . S .

i m p e r i a l i s m  movement. I t  had r e p e a t e d l y  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t

"xhe Arab p e o p l e ' s  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i m p e r i a l i s m

and Z ion ism  was an i m p o r t a n t  component  o f  t h e  w o r ld - w id e
115s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  i m p e r i a l i s m . "  ^ So, when t h e  S ix-Day War 

b ro k e  o u t ,  i t  q u i c k l y  e l e c t r i f i e d  t h e  a l r e a d y  i n t e n s i f i e d  

a n t i - U . S .  i m p e r i a l i s m  f e e l i n g s  t h r o u g h o u t  C h in a .  I n  a  g o v e r n ­

ment s t a t e m e n t  on June ? ,  1 9 6 ? ,  Communist China  v e h em en t ly  

denounced t h e  I s r a e l i  a t t a c k  a s  a  " t o w e r i n g  c r im e"  a g a i n s t  t h e  

Arab p e o p le  and c a s t i g a t e d  U.S.  i m p e r i a l i s m  f o r  t h i s  a g g r e s s i o n  

a s  a  g ra v e  p r o v o c a t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  A f r i c a ,  A s i a  

and  t h e  whole  w o r l d . T h r e e  days  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  s t a t e m e n t .

The China  Q u a r t e r l y , No. ^5 ( J u l y - S e p t e m b e r , I 9 6 8 ) ,
P ■ 199 . 1 1<

^"C h in e se  Government S t a t e m e n t ,  May 27, I 9 6 7 , "  P e k i n g  
Rev iew , No. 23 ( Jun e  2,  I 9 6 7 ) , p .  29.

^ ^ ^ " C h in e s e  Government S t a t e m e n t :  F irm  S u p p o r t  f o r
Arab P e o p l e ' s  F i g h t  A g a i n s t  U. S .  I s r a e l i  A g g r e s s i o n , "  P e k in g  
Rev iew , No. 24 ( Ju ne  9 ,  1 9 6 7 ) ,  p .  8 .
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t h e r e  were  1 . 2  m i l l i o n  p e o p le  i n  P e k in g  and c o u n t l e s s  m asses  

i n  o t h e r  c i t i e s  t h r o u g h o u t  C h in a  p o u r i n g  o u t  i n t o  t h e  S t r e e t s  

t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e i r  " s t a u n c h  s u p p o r t "  f o r  t h e  Arab p e o p l e ' s
117b r a v e  s t r u g g l e s  a g a i n s t  U.S.  i m p e r i a l i s m  and I s r a e l i  Z io n ism .

The s u b s e q u e n t  c e a s e f i r e  a g re e m e n ts  and p e a c e f u l  s e t t l e m e n t  

t a l k s  b r o u g h t  e n d l e s s  a t t a c k s  from Communist C h in a .  I t  r e g a r ­

ded a l l  o f  t h e s e  a r r a n g e m e n t s  e x c l u s i v e l y  a s  exam ples  o f  U . S . -  

S o v i e t  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  i n  t r y i n g  t o  p u t  o u t  t h e  f l a m e s  o f  w o r ld

r e v o l u t i o n  and  s t r e s s e d  t h e  l i n e  t h a t  t h e  u n i t e d  armed s t r u g g l e
118o f  t h e  Arab p e o p l e  was t h e  o n l y  way t o  l i b e r a t e  t h e m s e l v e s .  

However, i t  i s  i r o n i c a l  t o  n o t e  t h a t ,  d e s p i t e  Communist C h i n a ' s  

announced  " s t a u n c h  s u p p o r t "  and  i t s  a c c u s a t i o n  o f  S o v i e t  

b e t r a y a l  o f  t h e  Arab p e o p le  d u r i n g  and a f t e r  t h e  S ix-Day War, 

w h e reas  Moscow o f f e r e d  r e a l  weapons ,  a d v ic e  and  d i p l o m a t i c  

a s s i s t a n c e ,  P e k i n g  p ro m is e d  i n t e r m i t t e n t l y  o n ly  t h e  h e l p  o f

^^^"We F i rm ly  S ta n d  by  t h e  Arab P e o p l e , "  P e k i n g  Review 
No. 25 ( Ju n e  l 6 ,  1 9 6 ? ) ,  p p .  1 2 -1 4 .

118',g i g  B e t r a y a l  a t  H o l l y b u s h , "  P e k in g  R ev iew , No. 28 
( J u l y  7, 1 9 6 7 ) ,  pp .  23-25 ;  " B ig  C o u n t e r - R e v o l u t i o n a r y  C o l l u ­
s i o n  o f  U. S .  i m p e r i a l i s m s  and S o v i e t  R e v i s io n i s m  i n  Middle 
E a s t  E v e n t s , "  P e k i n g  R ev iew , No. 31 ( J u l y  28, 1 9 6 7 ) , p p .  24-27;  
"L esso n s  o f  t h e  Arab War A g a i n s t  A g g r e s s io n , "  P e k i n g  R ev iew ,
No- 37 (S e p te m b e r  8, 1 9 6 7 ) ,  p p .  22-27;  " R e s o l u t e l y  F o i l  U . S . -  
I s r a e l i  War P r o v o c a t i o n s  A g a i n s t  t h e  Arab C o u n t r i e s , "  P e k in g  
Rev iew , No. 45 (November 3 ,  1 9 6 7 ) , pp .  24-25;  " U . S . - S o v i e t  
C o n s p i r a c y  t o  S t r a n g l e  Arab P e o p l e ' s  A n t i - i m p e r i a l i s m  S t r u g g l e , "  
P e k i n g  R ev iew , No. 24 ( Ju n e  l 4 ,  1 9 6 8 ) , pp .  25 and 29,  and "To 
S t r e n g t h e n  U n i t y  and P e r s i s t  i n  S t r u g g l e  Means V i c t o r y , "  pp .  
23-24 ;  " P e r s i s t e n c e  i n  Armed S t r u g g l e  Means V i c t o r y , "  P e k in g  
R ev iew , No. 21 (May 24,  1 9 6 8 ) , pp .  3 3 -3 4 ,  and " P a l e s t i n i a n  
P e o p l e  Have Found t h e  Way t o  F r e e  T h e i r  Homeland,"  B r i l l i a n t  
B a t t l e  R e s u l t s , "  p p .  35-37-
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700 m i l l i o n  p e o p le  armed w i t h  Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  Thought .  As t h e

governm ent  s t a t e m e n t  d e c l a r e d .

Armed w i th  Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  Though t ,  t h e  700 m i l l i o n  
C h in e s e  p e o p le  who a r e  v i c t o r i o u s l y  c a r r y i n g  on t h e  
G re a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  w i l l  n o t  a l l o w  
t h e  U.S.  i m p e r i a l i s t s  and  t h e i r  c o l l a b o r a t o r s  t o  r i d e  
ro u gh sh od  and commit a g g r e s s i o n  eve ry w h ere  .'119

While  co m b a t in g  U. S.  i m p e r i a l i s m  i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y ,  Commu­

n i s t  China  a l s o  i n s t i g a t e d  t h e  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  U. S.  i m p e r i a l i s m  

w i t h i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  p r o p e r .  I n  l a t e  19&5, i t s  o f f i c i a l  

news media  had  p a i d  g r e a t  a t t e n t i o n  t o  " t h e  m o u n t in g  t i d e  o f  

t h e  Am erican  p e o p l e ' s  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  t h e  U.S.  war  o f  a g g r e s ­

s i o n  i n  Vietnam" and a s s e r t e d  t h a t  t h e  " g r e a t  awakened Am erican
120p e o p le  w i l l  be t h e  g r a v e d i g g e r s  o f  U. S.  i m p e r i a l i s m . "  T h e r e ­

a f t e r ,  Coin:.,unist China  had  n e v e r  s l a c k e n e d  t h i s  a t t a c k .  But  

i t s  p u b l i c  campaign  a g a i n s t  U. S .  i m p e r i a l i s m  w i t h i n  t h e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  d u r i n g  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  was

m a in ly  i n  t h e  form o f  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  A f ro -A m e r ic a n  s t r u g g l e
121a g a i n s t  o p p r e s s i o n .  A f t e r  t h e  Middle  E a s t  S ix -D ay  War, when

B la c k  A m ericans  r i o t e d  i n  D e t r o i t  on J u l y  23» 1967» Communist 

China  p u b l i s h e d  a  s e r i e s  o f  a r t i c l e s  i n  i t s  news m edia  and 

h e l d  a  v a r i e t y  o f  mass r a l l i e s  d e n o u n c in g  t h e  Jo h n so n

P e k in g  R ev iew , No. 24 ( J u n e  9» 1 9 6 7 ) » p .  l 4 .
1 on

The P e o p l e ' s  D a i ly  E d i t o r i a l s  November 29» and Oc t .  
8,  1 9 6 5 » i n  The C h ina  Q u a r t e r l y , No. 25 ( J a n u a r y - M a r c h ,  I 9 6 6 ) , 
p .  2 5 0 . For  Communist C h i n a ' s  l o b b i e s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  s e e  
Ch ina  and U.S.  F a r  E a s t  P o l i c y , pp .  2 3 -28 .

121 I t  c o u ld  be  t r a c e d  t o  1963  when Mao T s e - t u n g  f i r s t  
i s s u e d  h i s  p e r s o n a l  s t a t e m e n t  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  A f ro -A m e r ic an  
s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  U.S.  i m p e r i a l i s t  o p p r e s s i o n .  D u r in g  t h e  
C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n ,  t h e  cam paign  was c a r r i e d  on w i t h  much 
g r e a t e r  e n th u s ia s m .
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" r e a c t i o n a r y "  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s  " f e r o c i o u s  and r u t h l e s s  sup­

p r e s s i o n  o f  A f ro -A m e r ic a n s  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s t r u g g l e . "  I t  

a s s e r t e d  t h a t  " t h e  p o w e r f u l ,  s u r i n g  A f ro -A m e r ic a n  armed s t r u g ­

g l e  a g a i n s t  r a c i a l  o p p r e s s i o n  i s  o f  g r e a t  s i g n i f i c a n c e  n o t  

o n ly  t o  t h e  Am erican  p e o p le  f i g h t i n g  t h e  r e a c t i o n a r y  r u l e  o f

t h e  U.S.  monopoly g r o u p s  b u t  a l s o  t o  t h e  s t r u g g l e  o f  t h e  p e o p l e
122o f  t h e  w or ld  a g a i n s t  U.S.  i m p e r i a l i s m . "  These  a c c u s a t i o n s

and  t h e  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  had  c o n t i n u e d  i n t e r m i t t e n t l y  and  f i n a l l y  

t r i g g e r e d  a new n a t i o n w i d e  " S u p p o r t  o f  World Mass S t r u g g l e  

A g a i n s t  O p p r e s s io n  Campaign" i n  A p r i l  I 968  t h a t  w i l l  be  t r e a t e d  

l a t e r .

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  a l l  t h e s e  c o n f l i c t s ,  Communist C h i n a ' s  

c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  h a t r e d  o f  U.S.  i m p e r i a l i s m  among t h e  C h in e s e  

p e o p le  was a l s o  i n t e n s i v e .  B e s id e s  numerous a n t i - U . S .  mass 

r a l l i e s  and d e m o n s t r a t i o n s ,  t r a v e l l e r s  c o u ld  see  a n t i - U . S .  

b a n n e r s  and p o s t e r s  eve ry w h e re  i n  C h in ese  c i t i e s  and v i l l a g e s .

To h i t  a t  t h e  e f f i g i e s  o f  U.S.  r u l i n g  e l i t e s  became common p r a c ­

t i c e ,  from m i l i t i a  s h o o t i n g  d r i l l s  t o  k i n d e r g a r t e n  c h i l d r e n ' s  
123games.  I n  a l l  t h e  t e x t  b o o k s ,  even  i n c l u d i n g  m a th e m a t i c s

122 "A f ro -A m e r ic an s  P i t  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  V io le n c e  A g a i n s t  
R e a c t i o n a r y  V i o l e n c e , "  P e k in g  Review, No. 32 (August  4 ,  1 9 6 7 ) , 
p p .  46-4y and 51; The P e o p l e ' s  D a i ly  E d i t o r i a l ,  " A f r o - A m e r i c a n ' s  
J u s t  S t r u g g l e  W i l l  T r ium ph ,"  P e k in g  R e v ie w , No. 34 (August  18 ,
1 9 6 7 ) ,  pp.  29 -3 0 ;  "Condemn J o h n s o n ' s  I n t i m i d a t i o n  and  Decep­
t i o n  o f  A f r o - A m e r ic a n s , "  P e k i n g  Review , No. 33 (August  11,  1 9 6 7 ) 
p p .  26 - 2 7 .

123 For  p i c t u r e s  and d e s c r i p t i o n s  s e e  L o u i s  B a r c a t a ,  
China;  i n  t h e  T h roes  o f  t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  (New York:
H a r t  P u b l i s h i n g  Co . ,  I 9 6 8 ) .
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124and p h y s i c s ,  a n t i - i m p e r i a l i s m  was t h e  m ain  s u b j e c t .  However, 

f o r t u n a t e l y  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  c o m p le te  a b se n c e  o f  Am erican  m i s s i o n s  

i n  P e k i n g ,  t h i s  vehement a n t i - U . S .  i m p e r i a l i s m  campaign  was 

c a r r i e d  on w i t h o u t  t h e  d i s t r e s s f u l  c o m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  d i p l o m a t i c  

i n c i d e n t s .  And i t  i s  a l s o  i m p o r t a n t  t o  n o t e  t h a t  t h r o u g h o u t  

t h e  c o n v u l s i v e  p e r i o d  o f  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o lu ­

t i o n ,  S in o -U .S .  A m b a ssa d o r ia l  T a l k s ,  d e s p i t e  a l l  o f  t h e  q u a r r e l s  

and a c c u s a t i o n s ,  c o n t i n u e d  a t  Warsaw w i t h o u t  c o m p le te  d i s r u p t i o n .

The f l a m e s  o f  a n t i - P o r t u g u e s e  i m p e r i a l i s m  and a n t i -  

B r i t i s h  i m p e r i a l i s m  cam paigns  were  k i n d l e d  e x c l u s i v e l y  b e c a u s e  

o f  t h e  e x c e s s e s  o f  t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  and  t h e  d i s t r e s s ­

f u l  s c e n e s  o f  t h e  e n s u i n g  c o n f l i c t s  such  a s  b lo o d y  mass f i g h t ­

i n g s ,  v o c i f e r o u s  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s ,  b e a t i n g  o f  d i p l o m a t s ,  venomous 

a c c u s a t i o n s  and numerous ex chang es  o f  p r o t e s t s  seemed to  d i f f e r  

l i t t l e  f rom  t h e  a t t a c k s  a g a i n s t  S o v i e t  r e v i s i o n i s m .  I n  Macao, 

b e g i n n i n g  i n  mid November 1966,  t h e  Red Guards  v i o l e n t  a c t i ­

v i t i e s  were  w i d e s p r e a d  o v e r  t h e  s m a l l  i s l a n d .  T h e i r  v o c i f e r o u s  

b e h a v i o r  c o u ld  be  i l l u s t r a t e d  by one o f  t h e i r  p r o t e s t s  d e l i v e r e d  

t o  t h e  P o r t u g u e s e  a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  Macao.

We a r e  Red Guards l e d  p e r s o n a l l y  by Chairman Mao and 
a l s o  t h e  p o w e r f u l  r e s e r v e s  o f  t h e  C h in e s e  p e o p l e ' s  
L i b e r a t i o n  Army. We a r e  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  r e b e l s  
armed w i t h  Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  t h o u g h t  who d a r e  t o  s c a l e  
a  m ou n ta in  o f  swords  and b r a v e  a s e a  o f  f i r e .  We

1 o il
For  d e t a i l s  s e e  1973 Yearbook on C h in e s e  Communisms, 

pp .  1 1 -1 65 -1 1 -1 7 5"  For  exam ple ,  i n  t h e  M a th em a t ic s  t e x t  b o o k s ,  
t h e  q u e s t i o n s  u s u a l l y  were  w r i t t e n  i n  t h i s  way. "The U.S.  
i m p e r i a l i s t s  have  f i v e  a i r p l a n e s ;  f o u r  o f  them were  s h o t  down 
and one was wounded by t h e  b r a v e  V ie tnam ese  g u e r r i l l a s ;  how 
many a i r p l a n e s  do t h e  U.S.  i m p e r i a l i s t s  have  now?"
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want to  r e b e l  i n  a  b i g  way a g a i n s t  i m p e r i a l i s m  and
a g a i n s t  modern r e v i s i o n i s m  and t h e  r e a c t i o n a r i e s
o f  a l l  c o u n t r i e s .  I f ,  i n s t e a d  o f  r e i g n i n g  on t h e  
b r i n k  o f  a p r e c i p i c e  and a c k n o w le d g in g  y o u r  g u i l t , 
you ,  t h e  P o r t u g u e s e  a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  Macao, o b s t i n a t e l y  
i n s i s t  on  b e i n g  h o s t i l e  t o  t h e  C h i n e s e  p e o p l e ,  we 
Red Guards w i l l  t a k e  a l l  n e c e s s a r y  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
a c t i o n s  t o  r e b e l  a g a i n s t  y o u .  We mean w ha t  we s a y .

The b lo o d y  mass f i g h t i n g s  among M ao is t  Red G u a rd s ,  a n t i - M a o i s t  

p e o p l e  and P o r t u g u e s e  p o l i c e  i n  Macao, and numerous  d e m o n s t r a ­

t i o n  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  " b r a v e  o v e r s e a s  C h in ese  p e o p l e  a g a i n s t

P o r t u g u e s e  i m p e r i a l i s t  s u p p r e s s i o n  " On t h e  C h in a  M ain land  

l a s t e d  more t h a n  two m onths .  The P o r t u g u e s e  a u t h o r i t i e s  f i n a l l y  

s u b m i t t e d .  On J a n u a r y  29, 196? ,  G overnor  C a r v a lh o  i n  Macao 

s i g n e d  an  agreem ent  i n  which  t h e  P o r t u g u e s e  a d m i t t e d  g u i l t  and  

a p o l o g i z e d  t o  t h e  f a m i l i e s  o f  t h e  e i g h t  M a o i s t s  k i l l e d  d u r i n g  

t h e  r i o t  and to  t h e  i n j u r e d  and  t h o s e  d e t a i n e d  an d  t o  a l l  t h e  

C h in e s e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  Macao, p r o m i s i n g  payment o f  £125 ,000  i n  

c o m p e n sa t io n  and t h e  r e l e a s e  o f  s i x t y - t w o  M a o is t  r i o t e r s  h e l d  

u n d e r  a r r e s t .  T h is  p r o b a b l y  c o u ld  be  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  on ly

v i c t o r y  o f  t h e  numerous Red G u a rd s '  s t r u g g l e s  a g a i n s t  f o r e i g n  
1 P 6c o u n t r i e s .

I n  Hongkong, t h e  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  B r i t i s h  i m p e r i a l i s m  

was even  more f i e r c e .  On May 6 , I 9 6 7 , t h e  Hongkong p o l i c e  

i n t e r v e n e d  i n  an a r t i f i c i a l  p l a s t i c  f l o w e r  f a c t o r y  l a b o r  

d i s t u r b a n c e  and a r r e s t e d  t w e n ty - o n e  r i o t i n g  C h i n e s e  w o r k e r s .

125■"^"Chinese P e o p le  Armed w i t h  Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  Thought 
Are  Not Be T r i f f l e d  Wi t h , "  P e k in g  R ev iew , No. 51 (December I 6 ,
1 9 6 6 ) ,  pp .  1 6 - 1 7 .

^^^For  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  c o n f l i c t s  s e e  P e k i n g  Review, No. 
50 (December 9,  1 9 5 6 ) ,  p . 35; The New York Times I n d e x , I 9 6 6 , 
1 9 6 7 ; The China  Q u a r t e r l y , No. 29, p .  197 and No. 30, p .  248
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T h i s  k i n d l e d  t h e  M ao is t  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  f l a m e s  and v i o l e n c e .  On 

May 1 5 . 1 9 6 7 . P e k i n g  announced  a  g o v e rn m e n ta l  s t a t e m e n t  i n  

f u l l  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  "C h inese  p a t r i o t i c  s t r u g g l e "  a g a i n s t  

B r i t i s h  i m p e r i a l i s m .  I t  condemned t h e  " s a n g u i n a r y  a t r o c i t i e s  

p e r p e t r a t e d  by t h e  B r i t i s h  a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  Hong Kong" a g a i n s t  

t h e  C h in ese  p e o p le  a s  com m it ted  s h e e r l y  o u t  o f  t h e i r  " m o r ta l  

f e a r  and  b i t t e r  h a t r e d  o f  C h i n a ' s  g r e a t  p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  

r e v o l u t i o n . "  These  a t r o c i t i e s  w ere  a  component  p a r t  o f  t h e  

B r i t i s h  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  scheme o f  c o l l u s i o n  w i t h  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

i m p e r i a l i s m  a g a i n s t  C h ina .  I t  demanded t h a t  t h e  B r i t i s h  

a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  Hong Kong " im m e d ia te ly  and  u n c o n d i t i o n a l l y  s e t  

f r e e  a l l  t h e  a r r e s t e d  p e r s o n s  and s t o p  a l l  f a s c i s t  m e a s u r e s . "  

F i n a l l y  i t  warned  t h a t  " s h o u ld  t h e  B r i t i s h  Government and  t h e  

B r i t i s h  a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  Hong Kong c l i n g  t o  t h e i r  p e r v e r s e  c o u r s e ,  

t h e y  m ust  he h e l d  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a l l  t h e  g ra v e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  

a r i s i n g  t h e r e f r o m . "  The n e x t  day ,  m a s s iv e  Red G uards  demon­

s t r a t i o n s  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  Hong Kong p e o p le  a g a i n s t  B r i t i s h  

i m p e r i a l i s m  were  s t a g e d  t h r o u g h o u t  C h in a .  The B r i t i s h  c o n s u ­

l a t e  i n  S h a n g h a i ,  a f t e r  a  Red Guards  a t t a c k ,  was o r d e r e d  t o  

c l o s e  down and i t s  p e r s o n n e l  were w i th d raw n  i n  a  m i s e r a b l e  

s p e c t a c l e - - a l l  o f  them were  k i c k e d  and daubed  w i t h  g l u e  when 

Red Guards  f o r c e d  them to  r u n  t h e  g a u n t l e t  a t  t h e  Shangha i  

a i r p o r t .  But t h e  B r i t i s h  seemed n o t  so e a s i l y  b u l l i e d  a s  

t h e  P o r t u g u e s e  and t h e  p r o v o c a t i v e  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  B r i t i s h  

i m p e r i a l i s m  b o t h  i n  Hong Kong and t h e  C h ina  M a in land  l i n g e r e d  

on ,  r e a c h i n g  i t s  c l im a x  when t h e  Red Guards  b u r n e d  t h e  B r i t i s h
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L e g a t i o n  i n  P e k i n g  and  h u m i l i a t e d  i t s  c h a rg e  d '  a f f a i r e s  i n

m id -A ugus t  I 9 6 7 . A f t e r  t h i s ,  t h e  a n t i - B r i t i s h  i m p e r i a l i s m

f e r v o r  a b a t e d  and  p a s s e d  i n t o  o b l i v i o n  w i t h  t h e  end o f  t h e
127G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n .

S u p p o r t  o f  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  S t r u g g l e s  o f  t h e  P e o p l e  o f  A l l  

C o u n t r i e s

I t  was w e l l  known t h a t  t h e  advocacy  o f  w o r l d  r e v o l u ­

t i o n  had  b e e n  Communist C h i n a ' s  h a b i t u a l  f o r e i g n  b e h a v i o r .  

However, d u r i n g  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n ,  i t  

a p p e a r e d  t o  be p a r t i c u l a r l y  e n t h u s i a s t i c  and p r o v o c a t i v e  i n  

t h e  s u p p o r t  and enco u rag em en t  o f  p e o p l e ' s  armed r e v o l u t i o n  

and mass s t r u g g l e  a l l  o v e r  t h e  w o r ld ,  even  i n  t h o s e  c o u n t r i e s  

whose f r i e n d s h i p  i t  h a d  a n x i o u s l y  c o u r t e d  b e f o r e .

S u p p o r t  o f  P e o p l e ' s  Armed R e v o l u t i o n  A g a i n s t  R e a c t i o n a r i e s

A l th o u g h  Communist C h i n a ' s  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  I n d i a  and 

I n d o n e s i a  were  lukewarm and u n f r i e n d l y  and i t  was h i s t o r i c a l l y  

h o s t i l e  to w a rd  t h e s e  " r e a c t i o n a r y  re g im e s "  i n  T h a i l a n d ,  t h e  

P h i l i p p i n e s ,  and  M a l a y s i a  b e f o r e  t h e  e r u p t i o n  o f  t h e  G r e a t

^ " C h in e s e  Government Lodges Most U r g e n t  and  S t r o n ­
g e s t  P r o t e s t  With  B r i t i s h  Government ,  May I 6 , 1 9 6 7 , "  P e k in g  
Review, No. 21 (May 19 ,  1 9 6 ? ) ,  PP* 1 ^ -1 5 ;  " C h in e s e  P e o p le  
Condemn O u t r a g e s  by  B r i t i s h  A u t h o r i t i e s  i n  Hong Kong,"  P e k in g  
R ev iew , No. 22 (May 26,  1 9 6 7 ) , p p .  50 -5 3 ;  The P e o p l e ' s  D a i ly  
E d i t o r i a l ,  " R e s o l u t e l y  Rebel  B r i t i s h  I m p e r i a l i s t  P r o v o c a t i o n s , "  
P e k in g  Rev iew , No. 24 ( Ju ne  9» 1 9 ^ 7 ) ,  pp .  1 1 -1 2 ;  The China  
Q u a r t e r l y , No. 31 ,  PP* 2 1 2 -2 1 7 ,  No. 32 ,  pp .  2 2 1 -2 2 3 ,  No. 33 ,  
p p .  1 7 5 - 1 7 7 , and  No. 3 ^ ,  PP* 1 8 9 -1 9 0 .
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P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n ,  t h e  e x c e s s e s  and  ex t rem ism  

o f  t h e  R e v o lu t i o n  d i d  f l a m e  up t h e  f e u d  and  w o rsen  t h e  s i t u ­

a t i o n .  S i n o - I n d i a n  r e l a t i o n s  had  r em a in e d  d i p l o m a t i c a l l y  

c o n f l i c t i n g  and a n t a g o n i s t i c  s i n c e  t h e  S i n o - I n d i a n  B o r d e r  War 

i n  1962  and f u r t h e r  d e t e r i o r a t e d  a f t e r  t h e  I n d o - P a k i s t a n i  

War i n  Septem ber  I 9 6 5 . However,  d e s p i t e  Communist C h i n a ' s  

c h a r g e s  t h a t ,  i n  1 9 6 6 , I n d i a  had  i n t r u d e d  i n t o  C h inese  t e r r i ­

t o r y  s e v e n t y - t h r e e  t i m e s  by f o o t  t r o o p s  and  s e v e n t y - o n e  by 
3.2 8a i r p l a n e s ,  t h e r e  w e re  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  few p r o v o c a t i v e  i n c i ­

d e n t s  i n  e i t h e r  b o r d e r  d i s p u t e s  o r  d i p l o m a t i c  d e a l i n g s .

B e g in n in g  i n  196? ,  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  q u i c k l y  ch an g e d .  B loody m inor  

b o r d e r  c l a s h e s  h ap pened  w i t h  r e m a rk a b le  f r e q u e n c y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  

i n  t h e  summer. E x p u l s i o n  and r e c a l l  o f  d i p l o m a t s ,  exchange  o f  

p r o t e s t s ,  and mass d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  w i t h  sm a sh in g  o f  e m b a s s ie s

and b e a t i n g  of  d i p l o m a t s  became t h e  h a b i t u a l  way o f  d i p l o m a t i c
129e x p r e s s i o n  i n  b o t h  P e k i n g  and New D e l h i .  M oreover ,  accom­

p a n y in g  t h e  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  o f  d i p l o m a t i c  r e l a t i o n s ,  I n d i a  

became Communist C h i n a ' s  main open t a r g e t  f o r  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  

p e o p l e ' s  armed r e v o l u t i o n ,  and  t h e  I n d i a n  Communist P a r t y ' s

armed s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  Mrs.  G a n d h i ' s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  won P e k i n g ’ s
130f u l l h e a r t e d  p u b l i c  s u p p o r t .  Though t h e  I n d i a n  F o r e i g n

n p Q
" S t r o n g  P r o t e s t  A g a i n s t  I n d i a n  I n t r u s i o n  i n  1 9 6 6 , " 

P e k in g  Review, No. 6 ( F e b r u a r y  3 ,  1 9 6 7 ) ,  p .  29 .
^^^The New York Times In d e x  1 9 6 6 . p .  521,  I 9 6 7 , pp .  53^-  

537 ,  and I 9 6 8 , p p .  649-650;  1 9 6 7 . 1 9 6 8 , 1969 Yearbook on C h i n e s e 
Communism; The C h ina  Q u a r t e r l y , No. 26-37*

^^^The P e o p l e ' s  D a i ly  E d i t o r i a l ,  " S p r i n g  Thunder  Over 
I n d i a , " P e k in g  R ev iew . No. 29 ( J u l y  14 ,  1 9 6 7 ) ,  p p .  22 -23 ;  The 
P e o p l e ' s  D a i ly  Commentator ,  " L e t  t h e  P e a s a n t s '  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  
Storm  i n  I n d i a  S t r i k e  H a r d e r ,  "P e k in g  R e v ie w , No. 9 (March 1,
1 9 6 8 ) ,  pp .  25 - 3 0 .
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M i n i s t e r  d e c l a r e d  on A ugus t  30» 1967 ,  t h a t  I n d i a  would n o t

131b r e a k  d i p l o m a t i c  r e l a t i o n s  w i th  Communist C h in a ,  he d i d

r e v e a l  t h a t  S i n o - I n d i a n  r e l a t i o n s  had  r e a c h e d  t h e i r  l o w e s t

p o i n t  s i n c e  1962.

The d e t e r i o r a t i o n  o f  S i n o - I n d o n e s i a n  r e l a t i o n s  was

o b v io u s  s i n c e  t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  O c to b e r  C r i s i s  o f  I 965  and t h e

e n s u i n g  q u a r r e l s  b e tw e e n  t h e  two c o u n t r i e s  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g

two y e a r s  a p p e a r e d  t o  have  l i t t l e  t o  do w i t h  t h e  G re a t

P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o lu t i o n .  But  i t  seemed r e a s o n a b l e  t o

assume t h a t  t h e  M a o is t  z e a l o t s  and o t h e r  r a d i c a l s '  s e i z u r e  o f

power i n  t h e  F o r e i g n  M i n i s t r y  had c h ang ed  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  f rom  
132bad to  w o rs e .  ^ A f t e r  Sukarno was removed from o f f i c e  i n

^^^1968  Yearbook on C h inese  Communism, p .  1079-
^^^The m ain  theme o f  t h e  r a d i c a l s  c r i t i c i s m  o f  Chen Yi 

and L ia o  C h e n - c h ih ,  Chairman o f  O v e r s e a s  C h in e s e  A f f a i r s  Com­
m i s s i o n ,  was " t h r e e  c a p i t u l a t i o n s  and  one e x t i n c t i o n . "  The 
r a d i c a l s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  a c c u s e d  Chen and L ia o  o f  p r o h i b i t i n g  
o v e r s e a s  C h in ese  f rom  making r e v o l u t i o n  i n  a c c o rd a n c e  w i t h  
Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  Thought  and o f  n o t  g i v i n g  enough s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  
I n d o n e s i a n  C h in ese  a g a i n s t  S u h a r t o ' s  p e r s e c u t i o n .  For  d e t a i l s  
s e e  Red G u ards ,  " C r i t i c i z i n g  L iao  Combat N ew spaper ,"  i n  
Communist C h ina  D i g e s t , No. 42 ( O c to b e r  1 6 , 1 9 6 7 ) , pp .  74-77  « 
T h e r e f o r e , w h i l e  t h e  r a d i c a l s  g o t  a s c e n d a n c y  o v e r  t h e  F o r e i g n  
M i n i s t r y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a f t e r  Yao T u n g - s h a n ' s  r e t u r n  from I n d o n e s i a  
Communist C h i n a ' s  r e a c t i o n  to  I n d o n e s i a n  a n t i -C o m m u n is t  C h in a  
m ea su re s  became more p r o v o c a t i v e .  The A p r i l  26, I 967  Communist 
C h i n a ' s  governm ent  s t a t e m e n t  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h i s  o b s e r v a t i o n .  For  
d e t a i l s  s e e  "The S t r o n g e s t  and Most E m pha t ic  P r o t e s t  A g a i n s t  
t h e  R e a c t i o n a r y  I n d o n e s i a n  G o v e rn m e n t ' s  A n t i - C h i n a  V i o l e n c e , "  
P e k in g  R ev iew , No. 19 (May 5, 1 9 6 7 ) ,  pp .  1 1 -13  and  a l s o  o t h e r  
documents  i n  pp .  1 3 -1 8 ;  Red F l a g  E d i t o r i a l ,  " P e o p le  o f  I n d o n ­
e s i a n ,  U n i t e  and  F i g h t  t o  Over throw t h e  F a s c i s t  Regime,"
P e k in g  R ev iew , No. 29 ( J u l y  l 4 ,  I 9 6 7 ) , pp .  1 5 - 1 7 ,  and o t h e r  
a n t i - I n d o n e s i a  d ocum en ts ,  pp.  18-22 ;  The P e o p l e ' s  D a i ly  Commen­
t a t o r ,  "The I n d o n e s i a n  P e o p le  Have R a i s e d  t h e  Torch o f  Armed 
S t r u g g l e , "  P e k in g  Review, No. 35 (A ugus t  25 ,  I 9 6 7 ) , pp .  I 6 - I 7 .
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March 196? ,  t h e  Communist C h i n a ' s  e x c e s s i v e  advocacy  o f  t h e  

I n d o n e s i a n  and o v e r s e a s  C h in e s e  armed s t r u g g l e  l e d  by t h e  

M a o is t  I n d o n e s i a n  Communist P a r t y  a g a i n s t  t h e  " S u h a r to  f a s c i s t  

m i l i t a r y  d i c t a t o r s h i p "  and  t h e  t i t - f o r - t a t  d i p l o m a t i c  r e t a l i a ­

t i o n s  such  a s  venomous a c c u s a t i o n s ,  m a s s iv e  a n t i - I n d o n e s i a n  

d e m o n s t r a t i o n s ,  h a r a s s m e n t  o f  t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  Embassy, and  t h e  

e x p u l s i o n  o f  I n d o n e s i a n  d i p l o m a t s ,  e t c . ,  on  a l l  I n d o n e s i a n  

a n t i -C o m m u n is t  China  p r o v o c a t i o n s  f i n a l l y  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  t h e  

c o m p le te  s e v e r a n c e  o f  d i p l o m a t i c  r e l a t i o n s  b e tw e e n  t h e  two 

c o u n t r i e s  i n  O c to b e r  19 6 ? .  The Communist C h in e s e  governm ent  

s t a t e m e n t  on t h e  s u s p e n s i o n  o f  d i p l o m a t i c  r e l a t i o n s  p r o v i d e s  

a u s e f u l  c lu e  t o  t h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  Communist C h i n a ' s  r a d i ­

c a l  manner i n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  I n d o n e s i a n s .

A l though  t h e  r e l a t i o n s  be tw een  China  and I n d o n e s i a  
have  b e e n  t e m p o r a r i l y  suspended  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  d i s ­
r u p t i o n  by t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  r e a c t i o n a r i e s ,  we f i r m l y  
co n v in c e  t h a t  no f o r c e  on e a r t h  c a n  d e s t r o y  t h e  m i l i ­
t a n t  f r i e n d s h i p  b e tw e e n  t h e  two p e o p l e s .  Always 
f o l l o w i n g  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  t h e i r  g r e a t  l e a d e r  Chairm an 
Mao, t h e  C h in e s e  Government and p e o p l e  w i l l  u n sw erv ­
i n g l y  and  f i r m l y  s u p p o r t  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s t r u g g l e  
o f  t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  p e o p le  and do t h e i r  b e s t  t o  f u l f i l  
t h e i r  p r o l e t a r i a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s t  d u ty  t o  t h e  I n d o ­
n e s i a n  p e o p l e . 133

Communist C h ina  had  no d i p l o m a t i c  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  

T h a i l a n d ,  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s  and  M a la y s ia .  I t  h a d  s u p p o r t e d  

t h e  p e o p l e ' s  armed r e v o l u t i o n  l e d  by t h e  p r o - M a o i s t  communist  

p a r t i e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  " r e a c t i o n a r y "  gove rn m en ts  o f  a l l  t h e s e

"C h in ese  Government S t a t e m e n t , "  P e k in g  R ev iew , No. 
45  (November 3,  I 9 6 7 ) , p p .  5 - 6 .  See a l s o  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  D a i ly  
E d i t o r i a l ,  "M ons trous  C rim es  o f  I n d o n e s i a n  R e a c t i o n a r i e s  i n  
D i s r u p t i n g  R e l a t i o n s  Between C hina  and  I n d o n e s i a , "  i b i d . ,
pp .  6- 8 .
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c o u n t r i e s  w i t h  a v a r i a t i o n  o f  ebb an d  f lo w  i n  p a r a l l e l  w i t h  

i t s  d o m e s t i c  p o l i t i c a l  t r e n d s  s i n c e  t h e  i n c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  C h in e s e  

Communist r e g im e ,  and i t  had  c o n t i n u e d  i t s  s u p p o r t  t h r o u g h o u t  

t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n .  The n o t a b l e  s i g ­

n i f i c a n c e  i s  t h a t  Communist C h i n a ' s  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s  

p e o p l e ' s  armed r e v o l u t i o n  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  

a p p e a r e d  t o  be more open and p a r t i c u l a r l y  p r o v o c a t i v e .  I t  

seemed t o  p u t  t h e  em phas is  more on t h e  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  

u n i v e r s a l  i n f a l l i b i l i t y  o f  Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  Thought and i n d i s ­

c r i m i n a t e  h o s t i l i t y  t o  U.S.  i m p e r i a l i s m  and  S o v i e t  r e v i s i o n i s m  

t h a n  on t h e  a c t u a l  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s i t u a t i o n  and t h e  r e a l  w i s h e s  

o f  t h e  p e o p le  o f  t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s . For  exam ple ,  i n  an 

a r t i c l e  e n t i t l e d  " Flames o f  P e o p l e ' s  War R ag ing  L ik e  a  P r a i r i e  

F i r e  i n  T h a i l a n d , "  t h e  P e k in g  Review w r o t e  i n  t h i s  s e l f - a s s e r ­

t i v e  manner:

13k
T h a i l a n d : "Thai  R e a c t i o n a r y  D enounced ,"  P e k in g  Review

No. 5 ( J a n u a r y  2? ,  1 9 6 7 ) , p .  29; "U .S .  I m p e r i a l i s m  i n  T h a i l a n d , "  
P e k i n g  R ev iew . No. I 3 (March 24,  1 9 6 7 ) , p .  29; "Message o f  t h e  
Communist P a r t y  o f  T h a i l a n d  t o  t h e  P e o p l e  o f  t h e  Whole C o u n t r y , "  
P e k i n g  R ev iew , No. 7 ( F e b r u a r y  10 ,  1 9 6 7 ) , p p .  26-27;  " R e s o l u t e  
S u p p o r t  f o r  Armed S t r u g g l e  Led by Communist P a r t y  o f  T h a i l a n d :
CCP C e n t r a l  Committee G r e e t s  T h a i l a n d  Communist P a r t y  2 5 t h  
A n n i v e r s a r y , "  P e k in g  Rev iew , No. 50 (December 8 , 1 9 6 7 ) ,  p .  8 .
P h i l i p p i n e s : " P h i l i p p i n e  C o u n t r y s i d e :  V ig o ro u s  G u e r r i l l a
W a r f a r e , "  P e k in g  Rev iew , No. 38  (S e p te m b e r  1 5 , I 9 6 7 ) ,  p .  38 
"Under  t h e  L ig h t  o f  Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  Thought  -  E x c e l l e n t  R e v o lu ­
t i o n a r y  S i t u a t i o n  i n  A s i a ,  A f r i c a  an d  L a t i n  A m e r ic a , "  P e k i n g  
R e v ie w , No. 43 ( O c to b e r  20, 1967)1  p p .  28 -3 1 ;  "Puny C o u n te r  
R e v o l u t i o n a r y  A l l i a n c e , "  P e k in g  R e v ie w , No. 34 (A ugus t  18 ,  1 9 6 7 ) ,
pp .  6 - 7 .
M a l a y s i a : "Malaya N a t i o n a l  L i b e r a t i o n  L e a g u e ' s  I 8 t h  A n n i v e r s a r y , "
P e k i n g  Rev iew , No. 7 ( F e b r u a r y  10 ,  1 9 6 7 ) , p .  29; "Renegade and 
U. S .  Pawn,"  P e k in g  Rev iew , No. I 6 ( A p r i l  1 4 ,  1 9 6 7 ) ,  p .  28;
"Under  t h e  L ig h t  o f  M ao 's  T h o u g h t , "  i b i d . , :  "Puny C o u n te r -
R e v o l u t i o n a r y  A l l i a n c e , "  i b i d .
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The most  i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r  i n  t h e  r a p i d  deve lopm en t  
o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  T h a i l a n d  l i e s  i n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
t h e  Communist P a r t y  o f  T h a i l a n d ,  t h e  c o r e  l e a d i n g  t h e  
r e v o l u t i o n ,  h a s  b e e n  h o l d i n g  a l o f t  t h e  g r e a t  r e d  b a n ­
n e r  o f  M arx ism -L en in ism ,  Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  t h o u g h t ,  and 
a d h e r i n g  to  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  r o a d  o f  u s i n g  t h e  c o u n t r y  
s i d e  t o  e n c i r c l e  t h e  c i t i e s  and s e i z i n g  p o l i t i c a l  power 
by armed f o r c e .  I t  r e s o l u t e l y  o p p o se s  S o v i e t  Modern 
r e v i s i o n i s m  and s t r e s s e s  t h a t  t h e  b r i l l i a n t  t h i n k i n g  
o f  t h e  g r e a t  t e a c h e r  Chairman Mao — " P o l i t i c a l  power 
grows o u t  o f  t h e  b a r r e l  o f  a gun" i s  t h e  g u id e  t o  t h e  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s t r u g g l e  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  t h e  w o r ld  o v e r . 135

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  I n d i a ,  I n d o n e s i a ,  T h a i l a n d  and  M a la y s ia ,  

Communist C h i n a ' s  advocacy  o f  p e o p l e ' s  armed r e v o l u t i o n  o r  

n a t i o n a l  l i b e r a t i o n  movements i n  o t h e r  a r e a s  d u r i n g  t h e  C u l ­

t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  c o n s i s t e d  l a r g e l y  o f  w i s h f u l  t h i n k i n g  and 

pep  t a l k s  t o  i t s  do m es t ic  r e a d e r s  c e n t e r e d  on t h e  o m n ip re sence  

o f  t h e  Maoism and th e  i n v i n c i b l e  i n f l u e n c e s  o f  t h e  C u l t u r a l  

R e v o l u t i o n .  As was r e p e a t e d l y  p r o p a g a n d i z e d  i n  i t s  o f f i c i a l  

news m ed ia .

The w o r ld  h a s  e n t e r e d  upon  a new e r a  which  h a s  Mao 
T s e - t u n g ' s  Thought a s  i t s  g r e a t  b a n n e r . . .  The G r e a t  
P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  h a s  u s h e r e d  i n  a  new 
e r a  o f  p r o l e t a r i a n  s o c i a l i s t  r e v o l u t i o n . . .  g r e a t l y  
i n s p i r e d  a l l  t h e  p e o p l e s  i n  t h e i r  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
s t r u g g l e . . .  I n  A s i a ,  A f r i c a  and L a t i n  A m e r i c a . . .  p e o p le  
i n  a n  i n c r e a s i n g  number o f  c o u n t r i e s  have  come t o  s e e  
t h e  t r u t h  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  power grows o u t  o f  t h e  b a r r e l  
o f  a  g u n , and have  t a k e n  c o r r e c t  r o a d  o f  armed s t r u g g l e . . .  
The i n f l u e n c e  on t h e  p e o p l e s  o f  t h e  w o r ld  o f  t h e  t r i ­
umphant ro a d  t r a v e r s e d  by  t h e  C h in ese  r e v o l u t i o n  i s  
i r r e s i s t a b l e .136

^-^P e k i n g  Review , No. 2 ( J a n u a r y  12 ,  1 9 6 8 ) ,  pp .  2 0 -2 1 .
See a l s o  i n  t h e  same i s s u e ,  " H i s t o r i c  T u r n in g  P o i n t  i n  t h e  I n ­
d i a n  R e v o l u t i o n , "  pp .  21-23 ;  " I m p o r t a n t  New S t a r t  i n  t h e  
I n d o n e s i a n  R e v o l u t i o n , "  p p .  2 3 -2 4 ;  "Burmese P e o p l e ' s  Armed S t r u g ­
g l e :  a  Red F l a g  f o r  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  R e v o l u t i o n , "  i b i d . , pp .  1 7 -2 0 .

1 3 ° " E x c e l l e n t  S i t u a t i o n :  E a s t  Wind P r e v a i l s  Over t h e
West W in d ," P e k i n g  Rev iew , No. 43 (O c to b e r  20,  I 9 6 7 ) , pp .  26-28 ;  
See a l s o  P e k i n g  Review s p e c i a l  column "Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  Thought  
l i g h t s  t h e  Whole W orld ,"  f rom  March 1967  t o  A p r i l  1 9 6 8 .
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But i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  n o t e  t h a t  Communist C h i n a ' s  

a t t i t u d e  tow ard  t h e  p e o p l e ' s  armed r e v o l u t i o n  i n  t h o s e  c o u n t ­

r i e s ,  which d id  n o t  f o l l o w  t h e  M a o is t  m odel ,  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  

lukewarm o r  even h o s t i l e .  F o r  exam ple ,  t h e  i n s u r r e c t i o n  l e d  

by E r n e s t o  Chi Guevara  i n  B o l i v i a  i n  196? had  c o u r t e d  w o r l d ­

wide  a t t e n t i o n ,  b u t  Communist China  m en t ion ed  i t  b r i e f l y  o n ly  

t w i c e  i n  t h e  P e k in g  Review and  t h e  c e n t r a l  themes were f o c u s e d

more on t h e  e v i l s  o f  i m p e r i a l i s m  and  t h e  r e s t l e s s  s i t u a t i o n  i n
137B o l i v i a  r a t h e r  t h a n  on t h e  i n s u r r e c t i o n  i t s e l f .  G u e v a r a ' s

G u e r r i l l a  w a r f a r e ;  A Means was p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  P e k in g  Review 

i n  f u l l  on J a n u a r y  10 ,  1964,  b u t  a f t e r  Guevara  f a i l e d  and  was 

k i l l e d  on O c to b e r  9» 196? ,  i n  a B o l i v i a  j u n g l e ,  t h e  P e k i n g  

Review a s  w e l l  a s  The P e o p l e ' s  D a i l y  d i d  n o t  have  even one word 

t o  m en t io n  h i s  name and  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  The r e a s o n  c a n  o n ly  

be t r a c e d  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  G u e v a r a ' s  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  t h e o r y  and 

s t r a t e g y  were a lm o s t  e x c l u s i v e l y  d e r i v e d  from C a s t r o ' s  Cuban 

r e v o l u t i o n  and t h e y  s u r e l y  would n o t  add t o  "Chairman Mao 's  

c r e d i t . T h e r e f o r e ,  s e i z i n g  t h e  o c c a s i o n  o f  t h e  N in th  Cey­

l o n e s e  Communist P a r t y  C o n g r e s s ,  t h e  P e k in g  Review p u b l i s h e d  a 

l o n g  commentary on June  21 ,  I 968  i n  w hich ,  a f t e r  a n  e x c e s s i v e

^^^See P e k i n g  R e v ie w , No. 18 ,  I 9 6 7 , p .  38 and  No. 43»
1 9 6 7 , p .  3 1 .

^^^For  C a s t r o  and G uevara  p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  and 
G u e v a r a ' s  r e v o l u t i o n  d o c t r i n e s  s e e  Rolando E. Bonachea  and 
N e lso n  P .  V a ld es ,  e d . , Che; S e l e c t e d  Works o f  E r n e s t o  Guevara  
(Cambridge,  M ass . :  The MIT P r e s s ,  1969)» Andrew S i n c l a i r ,
Che Guevara  (New York: V ik in g  P r e s s ,  1970)•  S ino -C uban  r e l a ­
t i o n s  h a s  d e t e r i o r a t e d  s i n c e  e a r l y  1966  and C a s t r o  had d i r e c t l y  
a t t a c k e d  Mao T s e - t u n g  and  o t h e r  C h in e s e  Communist l e a d e r s .  See 
The New York T im es , March l 4 ,  I 9 6 6 , p .  8 and  March 15» 1966,
p .  1 .
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a d m i r a t i o n  o f  Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  Thought ,  i t  o b l i q u e l y  b u t  vehe ­

m e n t ly  a t t a c k e d  Cuban r e v o l u t i o n a r y  t h e o r y  a n d  G u e v a r a ' s  

v iew s  on g u e r r i l l a  w a r f a r e  a s  ro m a n t i c  and p e t t y - b o u r g e o i s  

i d e o l o g y  c o m p le t e ly  opposed  t o  M arx ism -Len in ism  and Mao Tse-

t u n g '  s Though t ,  and G u e v a r a ' s  i n s u r r e c t i o n  f o r c e s  a s  " a  band
1 3 9o f  sw a s h b u c k l in g  t h r e e  m u s k e t e e r s  t y p e  o f  b r a v a d o e s . "

S u p p o r t  o f  World Mass S t r u g g l e  A g a i n s t  O p p r e s s i o n  and 

E x p l o i t a t i o n

I n  e a r l y  summer o f  1968 ,  when t h e  " D e n u n c i a t i o n  o f  

R i g h t i s t  R e v e r s a l  o f  V e r d i c t , "  which had on c e  a g a i n  i n c i t e d  

b lo o d y  s t r u g g l e s  among mass f a c t i o n s ,  b e g a n  t o  g a i n  momentum,

Mao T s e - t u n g  d e l i b e r a t e l y  fom en ted  a  f e v e r i s h  n a t io n w id e  

movement i n  s u p p o r t  o f  World mass s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  o p p r e s s i o n  

and  e x p l o i t a t i o n .  On A p r i l  l 6 ,  1968 ,  by v i r t u e  o f  t h e  i n c i d e n t s  

o f  t h e  American  B lack  r i o t s  a f t e r  t h e  a s s a s s i n a t i o n  o f  M a r t i n  

L u t h e r  K ing ,  Mao i s s u e d  a  new p e r s o n a l  s t a t e m e n t  c a l l i n g  on 

" t h e  w o r k e r s ,  p e a s a n t s ,  and r e v o l u t i o n a r y  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  o f  

a l l  c o u n t r i e s  and a l l  who a r e  w i l l i n g  to  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  U.S.  

i m p e r i a l i s m  (and  i t s  a c c o m p l i c e s }  t o  t a k e  a c t i o n  and  e x te n d  

s t r o n g  s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  s t r u g g l e  o f  t h e  B lac k  p e o p l e  i n  th e  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s . T h e r e  im m e d ia te ly  f o l l o w e d  huge mass r a l l i e s  

an d  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  t h r o u g h o u t  C h ina .  The s p e c t a c u l a r  scene  

was d e s c r i b e d  i n  P e k i n g  Review:

e k in g  Rev iew , No. 25 ( Jun e  21, I 9 6 8 ) , pp .  1 2 -1 4 .  
^^^P e k in g  Review, No. I 6 ( A p r i l  19 ,  1 9 6 8 ) ,  pp .  5 - 6 .
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M i l l i o n s  upon m i l l i o n s  o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p e o p le  
a l l  o v e r  t h e  c o u n t r y  most e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  u p h o ld  
Chairman M ao 's  s t a t e m e n t  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  A f ro -A m e r ic an  
s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  v i o l e n t  r e p r e s s i o n . . . I n  t h e  l a s t  few 
d a y s ,  m i l l i o n s  and m i l l i o n s  o f  c i v i l i a n s  and s o l d i e r s  
h e l d  huge r a l l i e s  and d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  o v e r  wide a r e a s  
f rom P e k i n g . . .  t o  t h e  b o r d e r  a r e a s ,  f rom  t h e  c i t i e s  
t o  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e ,  and i n  f a c t o r i e s ,  m in e s ,  governm ent  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and  s c h o o l s .  l 4 l

The U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  w hich  "commits  a g g r e s s i o n  a b r o a d  and  s u b j e c t s

th e  p e o p le  a t  home t o  o p p r e s s i o n  and e x p l o i t a t i o n "  was a c c u s e d

o f  b e i n g  t h e  "most  f e r o c i o u s  enemy o f  t h e  p e o p l e  b o t h  i n  t h e

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and  t h e  whole  w o r ld ,  and Mao ' s  d o c t r i n e  o f  v i o l e n t

s t r u g g l e  was a d v o c a t e d  a s  t h e  o n ly  way f o r  t h e  o p p r e s s e d  p e o p le
142t o  a c h i e v e  t h e i r  own f reedo m  and e m a n c i p a t i o n .  However, " t o

combat i m p e r i a l i s m ,  i t  i s  i m p e r a t i v e  t o  combat r e v i s i o n i s m . "

And so S o v i e t  r e v i s i o n i s m  d i d  n o t  have  th e  good f o r t u n e  to  be

s p a r e d  i n  t h e  f e r v e n t  a n t i - U . S .  i m p e r i a l i s m  cam paign .  I t  w as ,  i n

a d d i t i o n ,  a c c u s e d  o f  b e i n g  t h e  number one a c c o m p l i c e  o f  U. S .

i m p e r i a l i s m  i n  s u p p r e s s i n g  t h e  A fro -A m e r ic an  s t r u g g l e .

The S o v i e t  r e v i s i o n i s t  c l i q u e . . . h a s  w a n to n ly  v i l i f i e d  
t h e  c u r r e n t  wave o f  t h e  A f ro -A m e r ic an  s t r u g g l e  and 
s t r e n u o u s l y  t r i e d  t o  a b s o l u t e  t h e  U. S .  i m p e r i a l i s t s  
f rom t h e i r  c r im e  o f  c o l d  b lo o d e d  s u p p r e s s i o n  o f  B la c k  
A m e r i c a n s . . . The S o v i e t  r e v i s i o n i s t  c l i q u e ,  o u t  o f  i t s  
i n t e n s e  h a t r e d  f o r  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  aw aken ing  o f  t h e  
A f ro -A m e r ic a n s  and  t h e i r  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  v i o l e n c e ,  h a s t i l y  
came f o r w a r d  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r y  d u a l

"The N a t i o n ' s  C i v i l i a n s  and Armymen S e t  o f f  Mighty  
R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Wave i n  s u p p o r t  o f  A f ro -A m e r ic a n  S t r u g g l e  A g a i n s t  
V i o l e n t  R e p r e s s i o n , "  P e k in g  R ev iew . No. 17 ( A p r i l  26, 1 9 6 8 ) ,  pp .  3 - 5 .

142 " A fro -A m er ican  S t r u g g l e  A g a i n s t  V i o l e n t  R e p r e s s i o n  
H i t  Hard a t  US I m p e r i a l i s m , "  P e k in g  Rev iew . No. l 6  ( A p r i l  19 ,  1 9 6 8 ) ,  
pp .  13-14 ;  " P i g h t  ;0n. H e r o ic  A fro -A m e r ic an  B r o t h e r s , "  P e k in g  
R ev iew . No. 15  ( A p r i l  12 ,  I 9 6 8 ) pp .  2 0 -21 .
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t r i c k s  o f  U. S .  i m p e r i a l i s t s  and  t r i e d  t o  m i s l e a d  t h e  
A f ro -A m e r ic a n  movement on t o  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  non­
v i o l e n c e .  1^3

The t a r g e t s  o f  t h e  movement were  q u i c k l y  e x te n d e d  t o

most o f  t h e  c o u n t r i e s  i n  Europe  and many o t h e r  a r e a s  a ro u n d  t h e

w o r ld ,  and c e n t r a l  a t t e n t i o n  was s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o c u s e d  on F r a n c e ,

B r i t a i n ,  I t a l y ,  S p a i n  and West Germany. An a r t i c l e  i n  P e k in g

Review e n t i t l e d  " S t u d e n t  Movement Merges w i t h  W o r k e r ' s  Movement

i n  West Europe and N o r th  Americas S p e a rh e ad  o f  S t r u g g l e  D i r e c t e d

a g a i n s t  U.S.  I m p e r i a l i s m "  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t :

The sw ee p in g  waves o f  t h e  p r o g r e s s i v e  s t u d e n t  movement 
i n  West Europe  and N or th  America  have  b e e n  p o u n d in g  t h e  
a l r e a d y  shaky  r e a c t i o n a r y  r u l e  o f  t h e  monopoly c a p i t a l i s t  
c l a s s  i n  many c o u n t r i e s . . .  (They)  f i r s t  b ro k e  o u t  i n  such  
c e n t r e s  o f  t h e  main  c a p i t a l i s t  c o u n t r i e s  a s  P a r i s ,  New 
York,  Bonn and  R o m e . . . a n d  t h e n  cau se d  r e p e r c u s s i o n s  i n  
o t h e r  c a p i t a l i s t  c o u n t r i e s .  Even i n  S p a in  u n d e r  r e a c t i o n ­
a r y  d i c t a t o r s h i p  and i n  S w i tz e r l a n d ,D e n m a rk ,  Sweden, and 
Luxembourg, where  t h e  movement was r e l a t i v e l y  q u i e t ,  t h e  
s t u d e n t s  h ave  gone i n t o  a c t i o n .  144

A l l  t h e  e v i l s  o f  t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s ,  w hich  were r e g a r d e d  a s  t h e

i n e v i t a b l e  d ev e lo p m e n t  o f  c a p i t a l i s m ,  were e l a b o r a t e l y  "exposed"

and  t h e  r u l i n g  e l i t e s  i n  t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s  a c c u s e d  o f  b e i n g  e i t h e r

^ " S o v i e t  R e v i s i o n i s m - N o . 1 Accom plice  o f  US I m p e r i a l ­
ism i n  S u p p r e s s i n g  A f ro -A m e r ic a n  S t r u g g l e , "  P e k in g  R ev iew , No. 20 
(May 17 ,  1 9 6 8 ) ,  pp .  26 - 2 8 ; " S o v i e t  R e v i s i o n i s t s  I n t e n s i f y  C o l ­
l a b o r a t i o n  With A s i a n ,  A f r i c a n ,  and L a t i n  American  R e a c t i o n a r i e s , "  
i b i d . , pp .  2 4 -2 6 .

^^^P e k i n g  R ev iew , No. 22 (May 31 ,  1 9 6 8 ) ,  p .  12 .
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F a s c i s t s ,  r e a c t i o n a r i e s  o r  c o l l a b o r a t o r s  o f  t h e  S o v i e t  

r e v i s i o n i s t s W h e n  t h e  F re n c h  s t u d e n t  r i o t s  b r o k e  o u t  

on May 6, 1 9 6 8 , Communist C h ina  g r e e t e d  t h e  i n c i d e n t  w i t h  a n  

ove rw helm ing  e n t h u s i a s m  and  to o k  t h e  " F re n c h  G r e a t  Storm" a s  

a  symbol o f  t h e  movement.  Huge mass d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  u n d e r  t h e  

name o f  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  F ra n c e  and o t h e r  European  

and  N or th  Am erican  c o u n t r i e s  were  o r g a n i z e d .  A c c o r d in g  t o  an  

a r t i c l e  "Mighty  S u p p o r t "  i n  P e k in g  R ev iew , f rom  May 21 t o  26, 

t h e r e  were " tw e n ty  m i l l i o n  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  C h in e s e  p e o p le "  

p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  t h r o u g h o u t  C h in a .  But 

t h i s  t im e ,  u n l i k e  t h o s e  i n  1 9 6 7 , t h e  F re n c h  and  o t h e r  e m b a ss ie s  

i n  P e k in g  were  s p a r e d  and few v i o l e n t  a c t i v i t i e s  a g a i n s t  f o r e i g n  

d i p lo m a t s  wore r e p o r t e d ,  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  o f f i c i a l  e x p u l s i o n  o f  

a  F rench  c o r r e s p o n d e n t . However ,  i t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e ,  

d e s p i t e  Communist C h i n a ' s  e n t h u s i a s t i c  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  j u s t  

s t r u g g l e  o f  t h e  o p p r e s s e d  p e o p l e  o f  F r a n c e  a s  w e l l  a s  o f  o t h e r  

W e s te rn  E u ro pean  c o u n t r i e s ,  t h a t  s p o n t a n e o u s  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  by 

t h e  s o - c a l l e d  " o p p r e s s e d  p e o p le "  a g a i n s t  Communist Ch ina  b e f o r e

^" R a g in g  Waves o f  S t r i k e s  Sweeps N o r th  Am erica  and 
W es te rn  E u r o p e , "  P e k i n g  R ev iew , No. 19 (May 10 .  I 9 6 8 ) , pp .  23-25 ;  
"P ow erfu l  P e o p l e ' s  Movement i n  Europe  and  N o r th  A m e r i c a , "  No. 21 
(May 24, 1 9 6 8 ) . p p .  21 -2 4 ;  "West Germany a n d  West B e r l i n ;  New 
H e i g h t s  i n  P e o p l e ' s  A n t i - F a s c i s t  S t r u g g l e , "  P e k i n g  R ev iew , No. 23 
( Ju n e  7, 1 9 6 8 ) ,  p p .  2 9 -3 1 ,  "1968 i n  Review: R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Mass
Movement S u r g e s  Forw ard  i n  West Europe and N o r th  A m e r ic a , "  No.
52  (December 27, 1 9 6 8 ) ,  p p .  17-19»

^^^"M igh ty  S u p p o r t , "  P e k in g  R i v i e w , No. 22 (May 31 ,  1 9 6 8 ) ,  
pp .  10-15 ;  "A G r e a t  S t o r m , " i b i d . , p p .  9 -1 0 ;  The C h ina  Q u a r t e r l y , 
No. 35 ( J u l y - S e p t e m b e r , 1 9 6 8 ) , pp .  1 9 4 -1 9 5 .
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i t s  Embassy were r e p o r t e d  i n  Norway on May 8 and i n  F r a n c e

on May 13# 1968.  The i n c i d e n t  i n  F ran ce  seemed more s e r i o u s .

As P e k in g  Review r e p o r t e d :

S e v e r a l  h u n d re d  r e a c t i o n a r y  e l e m e n t s  g a t h e r e d  i n  f r o n t  
o f  t h e  C h in e s e  Embassy i n  F ran ce  on t h e  e v e n i n g  o f  May 
13 and made a  p o l i t i c a l  p r o v o c a t i o n  by s h o u t i n g  a n t i -  
China  s l o g a n s .  S e v e r a l  h o o l i g a n s  even  c l im b e d  on t h e  
b a lc o n y  o f  t h e  Embassy,  b e a t  up s t a f f  members, smashed 
windows w i t h  s t o n e s  and to o k  away t h e  E m b a ssy 's  m e t a l  
p l a t e .

A c co rd in g  to  Communist C h in a ,  a f t e r  i t s  s t r o n g  p r o t e s t s ,  b o t h

F re n ch  and Norwegian g o v e rm en ts  had  " e x p r e s s e d  r e g r e t  o v e r  t h e
l 4 ?i n c i d e n t s , "  so t h e y  d i d  n o t  i n c i t e  f u r t h e r  t r o u b l e s .

The f e r v o r  o f  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  w o r ld  mass s t r u g g l e

a g a i n s t  o p p r e s s i o n  and  e x p l o i t a t i o n  had  b e en  m a i n t a i n e d  t h r o u g h ­

o u t  t h e  summer and was a p p a r e n t l y  a b a t i n g  i n  t h e  f a l l  o f  I 968  

when t h e  Red Guards were  d i s b a n d e d  and s e n t  t o  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e  

and t h e  "W orkers '  Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  Thought P rop a g an d a  Teams" were  

d i s p a t c h e d  i n t o  c o l l e g e s  and s c h o o l s .

I n  r e v ie w  i n  t h e s e  e v e n t s ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  

campaign  f o r  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  w o r ld  mass s t r u g g l e ,  which  was 

c e r t a i n l y  n o t  n e c e s s a r y  i n  t e r m s  o f  Communist C h in e s e  f o r e i g n  

p o l i c y ,  may b e  e a s i l y  a s c e r t a i n e d .  A l though  a n t i - c a p i t a l i s m  

h a s  l o n g  b e e n  Communist C h i n a ' s  o f f i c i a l  p o l i c y ,  t h i s  e m o t io n a l  

movement l a u n c h e d  a t  t h e  j u n c t u r e  o f  " D e n u n c i a t i o n  o f  R i g h t i s t  

R e v e r s a l  o f  V e r d i c t "  was o b v i o u s l y  d e s i g n e d  b o th  t o  p r o v e  t h e

147
'" N o rw e g ia n  Government E x p r e s s  R e g r e t  Over A n t i - C h i n a  

P r o v o c a t i o n  by Pro-US R e a c t i o n a r i e s , "  P e k in g  Rev iew , No. 21 
(May 24, 1 9 6 8 ) , p .  39;  " F ren ch  Government E x p r e s s e s  R e g r e t  Over 
F rench  R e a c t i o n a r i e s  P r o v o c a t i o n  A g a i n s t  C h in ese  Embassy ,"  i b i d .
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i n e v i t a b l e  d eve lopm en t  o f  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  

R e v o l u t i o n  which  was b e i n g  s u b v e r t e d  by t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  a t  

t h e  t im e  and t o  r e k i n d l e  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  f e r v o r  o f  t h e  m asses  

i n  s e r v i n g  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  renew ed  power s t r u g g l e  a t  home. At 

t h e  h i g h t i d e  o f  t h e  movement, t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  a  j o i n t  e d i ­

t o r i a l  by P e o p l e ' s  D a i l y , Red F l a g  and  L i b e r a t i o n  Army D a i ly  

e n t i t l e d  "An Epoch-Making Document" i n  commemoration o f  t h e  

seco n d  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  t h e  i s s u r a n c e  o f  t h e  "May l 6  C i r c u l a r , "  

w hich  was m a in ly  d e s i g n e d  t o  s t i r  up t h e  mass  f e r v o r  t o  r e v o l t ,  

c l e a r l y  r e v e a l e d  t h e  t r u t h  b e h i n g  t h e  s c e n e s .  I t  s a i d :

With i n v e t e r a t e  c l a s s  h a t r e d ,  t h e  h a n d f u l  o f  c l a s s  
e n em ies ,  f a c i n g  t h e i r  l a s t  days  b u t  u n r e c o n c i l e d  to  
t h e i r  doom, a r e  f r a n t i c a l l y  o p p o s in g  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
mass movement and  t r y i n g  i n  v a i n  t o  n e g a t e  t h e  t r e ­
mendous v i c t o r i e s  o f  t h e  g r e a t  p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n .  But  t h e  law  o f  h i s t o r y  i s  i n e x o r a b l e  and 
o p e r a t e s  i n d e p e n d e n t  o f  t h e i r  w i l l .  No m a t t e r . . .  how 
much t h e y  may s t i r  up t h e  e v i l  r i g h t  d e v i a t i o n i s t  
t r e n d  o f  t r y i n g  t o  r e v e r s e  c o r r e c t  d e c i s i o n s ,  th ey  
w i l l  end up c r u s h e d  by t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  mass movement.

The i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  t rem en d o u s  v i c t o r i e s  i n  o u r  g r e a t  
p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  two y e a r s  
h a s  s p r e a d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w o r l d ,  i n s p i r i n g  t h e  m i l i t a n t  
w i l l  o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p e o p le  o f  a l l  c o u n t r i e s . . .
The g r e a t  p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  which  i s  
g u id e d  by Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  T ho ug h t ,  h a s  i n s p i r e d  t h e  
h e ro i s m  o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p e o p l e  t h e  w o r ld  o v e r  i n  
d a r i n g  t o  s t r u g g l e  and  t o  w in .  I t  h a s  won e n t h u s i a s t i c  
s u p p o r t  f rom M a r x i s t - L e n i n i s t s  and t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
m asses  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w o r l d .  14-8

S p i l l o v e r  o f  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n

The G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  was by n a t u r e

1 hQPeking Review, No. 21 (May 24, 1 9 6 8), p. 11
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s u b v e r s i v e  and a n t i - s t a t u s  quo.  I t s  e x c e s s e s  and  ex t rem ism  

t h a t  r e f l e c t e d  on Communist C h i n a ' s  do m es t ic  a s  w e l l  a s  f o r e i g n  

a f f a i r s  would  i n e v i t a b l y  i n c i t e  c o n f l i c t s  w i t h  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  

and  th e  d i s t r e s s f u l  d i p l o m a t i c  c o m p l i c a t i o n s  g e n e r a t e d  f rom  t h e s e  

c o n f l i c t s  were  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  im a g i n a b l e  i n  a  norm al  s i t u a t i o n .

I n s t i g a t i o n  o f  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  A g a i n s t  U n f r i e n d l y  F o r e i g n  

Regimes

The c o n f l i c t s  be tw een  Communist C h ina  an d  Burma, Cambodia,  

C ey lon ,  T u n i s i a ,  Kenya were g e n e r a t e d  m a in ly  b e c a u s e  o f  Communist 

C h i n a ' s  i n s t i g a t i o n  o f  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  among t h e  p e o p l e  o f  

t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s  a g a i n s t  t h e i r  g o v e rn m e n ts .  I t  m ig h t  be e i g h e r  

Communist C h r n a ' s  i n t e n d e d  m ea su re s  a g a i n s t  t h e  r e g im e s  o f  t h e s e  

c o u n t r i e s  t h a t  i t  t h o u g h t  u n f r i e n d l y  o r  j u s t  i t s  e x p r e s s i o n s  o f  

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  f e r v o r  i n  i t s  f o r e i g n  a c t i v i t i e s  w h i l e  t h e  power 

s t r u g g l e  w i t h i n  t h e  F o r e i g n  M i n i s t r y  was a t  i t s  f i e r c e s t .  I n  

Burma, w i t h  t h e  d e p a r t u r e s  o f  t h e  am b assad o r  and most  o f  h i s  

s t a f f  from Rangoon i n  March 1967  and  t h e  r e t u r n i n g  o f  a  Charge 

d ' a f f a i r e s  and r e p o r t e d l y  some Red Guards i n  May, Communist C h i n a ' s  

Embassy e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  e n c o u ra g e d  t h e  o v e r s e a s  C h in ese  Community 

t o  u n d e r t a k e  some C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n - t y p e  a c t i v i t i e s  such  a s  

w e a r in g  Mao b a d g e s ,  l e a r n i n g  Maoism q u o t a t i o n s ,  s i n g i n g  M a o is t  

songs  l i k e  "Mao i s  t h e  Red Sun i n  Our H e a r t s , "  and  o r g a n i z i n g  

g r o u p s  p a t t e r n e d  a f t e r  t h e  Red G u ards ,  c o m p l e t e l y  i n  d e f i a n c e  

o f  t h e  d i s a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  Burmese go v e rn m en t .  These  q u a s i ­

s u b v e r s i v e  a c t i v i t i e s  would i n e v i t a b l y  l e a d  t o  r e p u g a n c e  on  t h e
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p a r t  o f  t h e  Burmese g overnm en t .  I n  t h e  l a s t  week o f  Ju n e  

1 9 6 7 » b l o o d y  c l a s h e s  b e tw ee n  M a o i s t  C h in ese  and  Burmese s t u ­

d e n t s  b r o k e  o u t .  The r i o t i n g  a n t i -C o m m u n is t  Ch ina  Burmese 

b r o u g h t  u n d e r  a t t a c k  h u n d re d s  o f  C h in e s e  owned shops  a n d  

homes a s  w e l l  a s  Communist C h i n a ' s  Embassy.  These  i n c i d e n t s  

i m m e d ia te ly  i n c i t e d  Communist C h i n a ' s  f e r v i d  r e a c t i o n .  B e g in ­

n i n g  w i t h  a  s t r o n g  p r o t e s t  by t h e  governm ent  on June  29» 1967 ,  

an  i n t e n s i v e  " a n t i - B u r m e s e  r e a c t i o n a r y  governm ent"  cam paign  

was l a u n c h e d  t h r o u g h o u t  C h in a .  A c c o r d i n g  to  New China  News 

A g e n c y ' s  r e p o r t ,  o v e r  "one m i l l i o n  C h in ese"  to o k  p a r t  i n  t h e  

f i r s t  f o u r - d a y  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  i n  P e k i n g  and  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  

Burmese Embassy which was s e r i o u s l y  s t o n e d .  T h e r e a f t e r ,  

o f f i c i a l  p r o t e s t s  were d e l i v e r e d  t o  t h e  Burmese Government 

o r  i t s  Embassy i n  P e k in g  w i th  a  f r e q u e n c y  o f  a lm o s t  o n c e  a  

day t h r o u g h o u t  J u l y .  The Ne Win governm en t  was a c c u s e d  o f  

b e i n g  " c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r y  m i l i t a r y  d i c t a t o r s h i p , "  " a  gang 

o f  f a s c i s t  hangmen,"  and "a  bunch  o f  i n s a t i a b l e  b l o o d - s u c k e r s . "  

The armed s t r u g g l e  o f  t h e  Communist P a r t y  o f  Burma (W hite  F la g )  

a g a i n s t  Ne W in ' s  r u l e  was o p e n ly  e n c o u r a g e d  and s u p p o r t e d .

On Augus t  1 1 ,  1 9 6 7 , Communist C h in a  s t r o n g l y  p r o t e s t e d  a  

Burmese b o r d e r  i n t r u s i o n  and w arn ed  t h a t  m i l i t a r y  p r o v o c a t i o n s  

would be  s e r i o u s l y  p u n i s h e d .  A c c o r d in g  t o  t h e  New York Times 

l a t e r  r e p o r t ,  t h e r e  were  o v e r  f i v e  t h o u s a n d  P e o p l e ' s  L i b e r a ­

t i o n  Army f o r c e s  d e p lo y e d  i n  N o r t h e r n  Burma by I 9 6 9 . A l l  t h e s e  

i n c i d e n t s  c u l m i n a t e d  i n  Communist C h i n a ' s  announcement  on 

June  2 9 , 1967  t h a t  i t  had  d e c i d e d  n o t  t o  send i t s  a m b a ssad o r
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back to  Rangoon, and  B u rm a 's  e x p u l s i o n  o f  a l l  Communist C h i n a ' s

New China  News Agency c o r r e s p o n d e n t s  and w i t h d r a w a l  o f  i t s

am bassador  and a l l  Burmese s t u d e n t s  f rom P e k in g  i n  Sep tem b er .
l4 g

Sino-Burm ese  r e l a t i o n s  w ere ,  f o r  a l l  i n t e n t s ,  s u s p e n d e d .

The same s i t u a t i o n  o c c u r r e d  a l s o  i n  Cambodia. I n  

r e s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  Communist C h in e s e  E m b a ssy 's  e f f o r t s  t o  p r o ­

p a g a n d iz e  t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  and  s u p p o r t  o f  pro-Commu- 

n i s t  China  l e f t i s t s '  s u b v e r s i v e  a c t i v i t i e s ,  t h e  Cambodian 

government  was f o r c e d  t o  c r a c k  down on t h e  C h in e s e  s c h o o l  

sy s te m ,  impose c o n t r o l s  o v e r  t h e i r  c u r r i c u l a ,  and  d i s b a n d  t h e  

Cambodian-Chinese  F r i e n d s h i p  A s s o c i a t i o n  i n  t h e  summer o f  

1 9 6 7 . Communist C h i n a ' s  d e f i a n c e  o f  t h e s e  o r d e r s  and  Red 

Guards h a r a s s m e n t  o f  t h e  Cambodian Embassy i n  P e k i n g ,  l e d  

P r i n c e  S ihanouk  to  t h e  d e c i s i o n  on Sep tem ber  I 3 , I 967 t o  w i t h ­

draw h i s  embassy s t a f f  from P e k i n g .  P r o b a b ly  b e c a u s e  t h e  I n d o ­

c h i n a  war was g o i n g  on and t h e  r a d i c a l s  i n  t h e  C e n t r a l  C u l t u r a l  

R e v o l u t i o n  Group were  p u r g e d  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  t h e  S ino-Cam bodian

14-9̂ " C h in e se  Government S t a t e m e n t , "  and "The N a t io n  
Denounces Burmese G o v e rn m e n t ' s  A n t i - C h i n a  A t r o c i t i e s , "  P e k in g  
R ev iew , No. 28 ( J u l y  7» 19&7), pp .  17-21 ;  The P e o p l e ' s  D a i ly  
E d i t o r i a l ,  "Ne Win R e a c t i o n a r y  Government i s  C o u r t i n g  Doom 
by Madly O ppos ing  C h i n a , " P e k in g  R ev iew , No. 29 ( J u l y  14-, 1 9 6 7 ) 
pp .  30 -33 ;  The New York Times I n d e x ,  1 9 6 7 , pp .  175-176 ;  The 
China  Q u a r t e r l y , No. 3 1 , pp .  2 1 3 -2 14 ,  No. 32 ,  p .  224-, and No.
3^ ,  pp .  1 9 0 - 1 9 1 . For  t h e  C h in e s e  m i l i t a r y  d e p lo ym en t  see  
t h e  New York T im e s , November 8 and  23» 19&9. F o r  t h e  d e v e l o p ­
ment o f  S ino -B urm ese  R e l a t i o n s  s e e  F rank  N. T r a g e r ,  " S in o -  
Burmese R e l a t i o n s :  The End o f  t h e  Pauk-Phaw E r a , "  O r b i s , Vol .
XI,  No. 4- ( W in te r ,  1 9 6 8 ) , pp .  1034—1054-; John  H. B r a d g le y ,  
"Burm a 's  C h ina  C r i s i s :  The C h o ic e s  Ahead,"  A s i a n  S u r v e y , No. 11 
(November, 19& 7) , pp .  753-761 ;  R o b e r t  A. Holmes,  "The S in o -  
Burmese R i f t :  A F a i l u r e  f o r  C h i n a , "  O r b i s ,  No. XVI, No. 1
( S p r i n g ,  1 9 7 2 ) ,  pp .  211 - 2 3 6 .
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q u a r r e l  d i d  n o t  g e n e r a t e  f u r t h e r  v i o l e n c e .  A f t e r  Sihanouk 

announced  h i s  d e c i s i o n ,  t h e  n e x t  day on S ep tem ber  14,  Chou 

E n - l a i  a s s u r e d  th e  Cambodian am b a ssad o r  t h a t  h i s  s t a f f  would 

be  p r o t e c t e d  and em phas ized  Communist C h i n a ' s  d e s i r e  t o  m a in ­

t a i n  f r i e n d l y  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  Cambodia. I n  v iew  o f  t h i s ,  on

Sep tem ber  17.  196?,  S ihanouk  changed  h i s  f o r m a l  d e c i s i o n  b u t

banned  c i r c u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  New China  News Agency b u l l e t i n  i n  

Cambodia.

The c o n f l i c t s  w i t h  C ey lon  b e g a n  on A ugus t  15,  196? ,  

when Communist China  l o d g e d  a  p r o t e s t  w i t h  t h e  C ey lo n ese  M in i ­

s t r y  o f  Defense  and E x t e r n a l  a f f a i r s ,  a l l e g i n g  t h a t  t h e  

Government o f  Cey lon  had c o n n iv e d  a t  t h e  t h e f t  o f  goods and

d e s t r o y i n g  o f  Mao's  w orks .  Q u o t a t i o n  and  b a d g e s  from a

c h a r t e r e d  C h in ese  s h i p  docked i n  a  C e y lo n e se  h a r b o r  and had 

impounded i n  customs a  co n s ig n m e n t  o f  Mao b a d g e s  which had 

b e e n  d e c l a r e d  a s  c u l t u r e d  p e a r l s .  The p r o t e s t s  c o n s i d e r e d  

such p e r p e t r a t i o n  a s  a  s e r i o u s  p r o v o c a t i o n  and  a b s o l u t e l y  

i n t o l e r a b l e .  On August  20, I 9 6 7 , Red Guards  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  

were  s t a g e d  o u t s i d e  t h e  C e y lo n e se  Embassy i n  P e k i n g  and t h e  

C e y lo n e se  Government was condemned a s  r e a c t i o n a r y .  But  t h e  

C ey lon ese  Government f r a n k l y  r e b u f f e d  t h e  g r o u n d l e s s  a c c u s a ­

t i o n s  and h i n t e d  t h a t  i t  was a n  i n t e r f e r e n c e  i n  C e y lo nese  

s o v e r e i g n t y  and dom es t ic  a f f a i r s .  L a t e r  on Sep tem ber  8, t h e  

C e y lo n e se  Government in fo rm e d  t h e  Communist C h in ese  Embassy

^ ^ ^ The New York Times In d e x  1 9 6 ? , p p .  181-182;  The 
C h ina  Q u a r t e r l y , No. 32 (O c to b e r -D e c e m b e r , 1 9 6 7 ) , p .  224.
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i n  Colombo t h a t  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  Mao b a d g e s  s h o u ld  s t o p .  

D u r in g  t h e  same p e r i o d ,  Communist China  had  a l s o  a c c u s e d  C ey lon  

o f  a d o p t i n g  "two C h inas"  p o l i c y  b e c a u s e  o f  a  C ey lo nese  p r i ­

v a t e  i n v i t a t i o n  to  N a t i o n a l i s t  G i r l  Guides  t o  a t t e n d  a  c o n ­

f e r e n c e  i n  Colombo. The C e y lo n e se  Government r e j e c t e d  t h e  

p r o t e s t  i n  a n  o f f i c i a l  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  " i t  was r e c o g n i z i n g  

P e k i n g .

A l th o u g h  S i n o - T u n i s i a n  r e l a t i o n s  had  n e v e r  b e e n  p a r ­

t i c u l a r l y  warm and t h e  s e v e r a n c e  o f  d i p l o m a t i c  t i e s  m ight  

h a v e  a  v a r i e t y  o f  r e a s o n s  such  a s  T u n i s i a ' s  p o s i t i o n  on t h e  

"two C h inas"  p o l i c y  and P r e s i d e n t  B o u r g u i b a ' s p u b l i c  denun­

c i a t i o n s  o f  Communist C h i n a ' s  f o r e i g n  i n t e n t i o n s ,  t h e  f e r v o r  

o f  t h e  Cultural R e v o l u t i o n  d o u b t l e s s  had  a g g r a v a t e d  t h e  s i t u a ­

t i o n  and b r o u g h t  r e l a t i o n s  b e tw e e n  t h e  two c o u n t r i e s  to  a 

t o t a l  d i s r u p t i o n .  S in c e  e a r l y  I 9 6 7 , t h e  Communist C h inese  

Embassy i n  T u n i s i a ,  l e d  by M i l i t a n t  Chargé d '  a f f a i r e s  a f t e r  

t h e  r e c a l l  o f  t h e  a m b a ss a d o r ,  seemed w i l l i n g  t o  do e v e r y t h i n g  

w i t h  a  f l a m i n g  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s p i r i t  to  p ro vo k e  t h e  T u n i s i a n s .

I t  was r e p o r t e d  t o  have  f i n a n c e d  t h e  d i s o r d e r s  i n  T un is  

U n i v e r s i t y  i n  March, t o  have  i n s t i g a t e d  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  i n  

s u p p o r t  o f  Arab s t r u g g l e s  a g a i n s t  U.S. i m p e r i a l i s m  a f t e r  t h e  

June  S ix-Day War, and  t o  have  d i s s e m i n a t e d  Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  

Thought and Mao b a d g e s .  I n  o r d e r  t o  c o n t r o l  a l l  o f  t h e s e

The C h ina  Q u a r t e r l y , No. 32,  p .  225; "Ceylon  Must 
S to p  A n t i - C h in a  P r o v o c a t i o n s , "  P e k in g  R e v ie w , No. 35 (August  
2 5 » 1967)1  p .  2 6 ; 1968  Yearbook on C h in ese  Communism, pp .  
IO78 - I O 8O.
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s u b v e r s i v e  a c t i v i t i e s ,  b e g i n n i n g  i n  J u l y ,  t h e  T u n i s i a n  

Government imposed r e s t r i c t i o n s  on t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  

Communist C h in ese  Embassy s t a f f  and  p r o h i b i t e d  i t  f rom  d i s ­

t r i b u t i n g  news b u l l e t i n s  which  t h e  T u n i s i a n  Government r e g a r d e d  

a s  s u b v e r s i v e  and l i k e l y  t o  i n c i t e  p e o p le  to  r i o t . But t h e  

Communist C h in ese  Embassy d e f i e d  a l l  o f  t h e s e  T u n i s i a n  r e g u ­

l a t i o n s ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  t h e  d e t e n t i o n  o f  a  Communist C h in ese  

d i p lo m a t  and a t a b l e  t e n n i s  co ach  by  t h e  T u n i s i a n  a u t h o r i t i e s .  

On Septem ber  1 4 , 1 9 6 7 , i n  a  s t r o n g  p r o t e s t  t o  t h e  T u n i s i a n  

Government, Communist China  c a t e g o r i c a l l y  r e j e c t e d  t h e  r e s ­

t r i c t i o n s  p l a c e d  on t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  i t s  d i p l o m a t i c  s t a f f ;  

announced  im m edia te  w i t h d r a w a l  o f  t h e  f o u r  t e n n i s  c o a c h e s  whom 

i t  s e n t  to  T u n i s i a  u n d e r  a  p h y s i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  a g re e m e n t ;  and 

a c c u s e d  P r e s i d e n t  B o u rg u ib a  a t t a c k i n g  C h in a  and  s l a n d e r i n g  

"Chairman Mao, t h e  g r e a t  l e a d e r  o f  t h e  C h in e s e  p e o p l e  and 

t h e  o t h e r  p e o p l e s  o f  t h e  w o r l d . "  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  p r o t e s t  

d i r e c t l y  p r e d i c t e d  t h e  f a l l  o f  t h e  T u n i s i a n  Government i n  v e n o ­

mous la n g u a g e  which i t  seemed p r o b a b l e  no gove rn m en t  would b e  

a b l e  to  a c c e p t .

By a t t e m p t i n g  t o  u s e  i t s  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  C h ina  t o  d i v e r t  
t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  i t s  p e o p l e  and  c o v e r  up i t s  own 
c r im e  o f  e n t e r i n g  f u r t h e r  i n t o  t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  U.S. 
i m p e r i a l i s m  and S o v i e t  r e v i s i o n i s m  and  s e l l i n g  o u t  
t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  T u n i s i a n  and o t h e r  Arab p e o p l e s ,  
The T u n i s i a n  Government w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  come to  no 
good end.

The T u n i s i a n  Government demanded a n  u n r e s e r v e d  a p o lo g y  f o r  

t h i s  s t a t e m e n t , f a i l i n g  which a l l  C h in e s e  Communist d i p l o m a t s  

i n  T u n i s i a  would be  d e c l a r e d  p e r s o n a e  non g r a t a e .  F i n a l l y  on
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Sep tem ber  26, 1 9 6 ? i Communist China  announced  t h a t  i t  was 

c l o s i n g  i t s  Embassy i n  T u n i s .

S ino-K enyan  lukewarm d i p l o m a t i c  r e l a t i o n s  had  gone 

f rom  bad  t o  worse  s i n c e  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  1967* S t a r t i n g  i n  

J a n u a r y ,  i n  p r o t e s t i n g  t h e  e x c e s s i v e  p r o p a g a t i o n  o f  t h e  C u l t u ­

r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  and  Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  Though t ,  a  crowd o f  Kenyan 

s t u d e n t s  d e m o n s t r a t e d  b e f o r e  t h e  Communist C h in e s e  Embassy 

i n  N a i r o b i  and smashed i t s  two i n f o r m a t i o n  windows b o u s i n g  

M ao 's  p o r t r a i t s  and  o t h e r  p o l i t i c a l  p r o p a g a n d a .  On June  29» 

1 9 6 7 , t h e  Kenyan Government e x p e l l e d  t h e  Communist C h in ese  

Chargé  d ' a f f a i r e s  i n  Kenya b e c a u s e  o f  h i s  s u b v e r s i v e  a c t i v i t i e s .  

I n  r e t a l i a t i o n .  Communist China  o r d e r e d  Kenyans to  l e a v e  

P e k in g  a t  che same t im e .  I n  t h e  l a s t  q u a r t e r  o f  A u g us t ,  

f o l l o w i n g  t h e  Kenyan G o v e rn m e n t ' s  p r o h i b i t i o n  f rom  Kenya o f  

a l l  M a o is t  p r o p a g a n d a  m a t e r i a l  and Vice  P r e s i d e n t  M o i ' s  p u b l i c  

d e n u n c i a t i o n  t h a t  " s e d i t i o u s  p a m p h le t s "  p u r p o r t i n g  t o  come 

f rom  " f r i e n d s  o f  C hina"  had  been  d i s t r i b u t e d  i n  Kenya,  s u c c e s ­

s i v e  Red G uards  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  were s t a g e d  b e f o r e  t h e  Kenyan 

Embassy i n  P e k i n g .  The Embassy was s t o n e d  and  i t s  windows 

smashed.  S ino -K enyan  r e l a t i o n s  were s o u r e d  and a t  t h e i r  

n a d i r .

^  " P r o t e s t  Note o f  C h inese  F o r e i g n  M i n i s t r y  to  T u n i ­
s i a n  F o r e i g n  M i n i s t r y , "  SCMP, No. ^025 (S ep tem b er  21, I 9 6 7 ) » 
p p .  31 -32 ;  " C h in e s e  F o r e i g n  M i n i s t r y  I s s u e s  S t a t e m e n t  on C l o s ­
i n g  o f  C h in e s e  Embassy i n  T u n i s i a , "  SCMP, No. 4031 (Sep tem ber  
2 9 , 1 9 6 7 ) ,  p p .  33-35* F o r  Background i n f o r m a t i o n  s e e  Bruce  D. 
L a r k i n ,  C h ina  and A f r i c a  1949-1970 ( B e r k e l e y :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f
C a l i f o r n i a  P r e s s ,  1971)•

153"Kenyan U n j u s t i f i a b l y  D e c l a r e s  C h in ese  Chargé  d ' a f f a i r e s  
P e r s o n a e  Non G r a t a e , "  P e k i n g  Rev iew , No. 28 ( J u l y  7» 1967) pp .  
37 -3o ;  1968  Yearbook on (Jn inese  Colômunism, p .  255; The China  
Q u a r t e r l y , No. 32 ,  p .  226.
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E x p o r t  o f  t h e  G re a t  P r o l e a t r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n

Communist C h i n a ' s  m a s s iv e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  M ao 's  works  

and  ba d g es  and t h e  en co u rag e m en t  o f  Red Guard s t y l e  a c t i v i t i e s  

among t h e  y o u t h s  w ould  s u r e l y  b r i n g  a b o u t  t h e  l o c a l  c o u n t r i e s '  

i n d i g n a t i o n  and p r o h i b i t i o n .  I n  N epa l ,  s i n c e  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  

o f  1 9 6 7 1 t h e  Communist C h in e s e  d i p l o m a t s ,  c o r r e s p o n d e n t s  and 

o t h e r  p e r s o n n e l  i n  N e p a l ,  i n  d e f i a n c e  o f  N e p a le se  Government 

d i s a p p r o v a l ,  had  e n e r g e t i c a l l y  d i s s e m i n a t e d  Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  

Thought  and  e n c o u ra g e d  N e p a le s e  s t u d e n t s  t o  wear  Mao b a d g es  

and c a r r y  L i t t l e  Red Books.  These  a c t i v i t i e s  u n a v o i d a b l y  

p r o v e d  r e p u g n a n t  t o  t h e  N e p a le s e  and  f i n a l l y  c a u s e d  a n  a n t i -  

Communist China  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  b e f o r e  Communist C h i n a ' s  p h o to  

e x h i b i t i o n  h a l l  i n  Kathmandu on J u l y  1 ,  19&7. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  

t h e  demand t h a t  M ao 's  p o r t r a i t s  i n  t h e  h a l l  be r e p l a c e d  by 

p o r t r a i t s  o f  t h e  K in g ,  t h e  d e m o n s t r a t o r s  a n g r i l y  s t o n e d  t h e  

Communist C h in e s e  E m b a s s y ' s  c a r s ,  wounded one o f  i t s  d i p l o m a t s  

and f i n a l l y  r u s h e d  i n s i d e  t h e  h a l l ,  t o r e  down t h e  p o s t e d  s l o ­

g a n s  and b u r n e d  some M a o is t  b o o k s  on  d i s p l a y .  The i n c i d e n t  

b r o u g h t  a b o u t  a  s e r i e s  o f  p r o t e s t s  and a c c u s a t i o n s  from 

Communist C h ina  a g a i n s t  t h e  N e p a le s e  " r e a c t i o n a r y  a t r o c i t i e s . "  

One o f  t h e  p r o t e s t s  w arned  s e r i o u s l y  t h a t  i f  t h e  N e p a le se  

Government " a l lo w s  i m p e r i a l i s m ,  r e v i s i o n i s m  and r e a c t i o n i s m  

t o  c a r r y  on t h e i r  e v i l  ways i n  N epal  o r  ev en  f o l l o w i n g  them 

i n  o p p o s in g  C h ina ,  t h e n  t h e  N e p a le s e  Government  m us t  b e a r  

f u l l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  a l l  t h e  s e r i o u s  c o n s e q u e n c e s  a r i s i n g
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t h e r e f r o m .

I n  A f g h a n i s t a n ,  Morocco, Zambia, T a n z ia ,  Malawi and 

S e n e g a l ,  tho u g h  Communist China  had  p a i d  g r e a t  a t t e n t i o n  t o  

t h e  c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  f r i e n d l y  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  most  o f  t h e s e  

c o u n t r i e s  b e f o r e  t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n ,  i t s  e x c e s s i v e  e x p o r t ­

i n g  o f  t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  and Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  Thought c au se d  

g r e a t  m a l a i s e  among a l l  t h e s e  g overnm en ts  and made them p e r ­

f o r c e  t a k e  c o u n t e r m e a s u r e s .  The A f g h a n i s t a n  Government i n s i s ­

t e d  t h a t  a n t i - S o v i e t  and a n t i - U . S .  p ro p a g a n d a  be removed from 

Communist C h in ese  Embassy show cases  i n  K a b u l ; Morocco d o c k e r s  

r e f u s e d  t o  u n l o a d  a  Communist C h i n e s e  f r e i g h t e r  c a r r y i n g  M ao 's  

works and o t h e r  p o l i t i c a l  p ro p a g a n d a  m a t e r i a l ;  Zambia c o u ld  

n o t  h e l p  b u t  to  clamp down on C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  p ro p ag a n d a  

b e c a u s e  o f  i t s  i n s t i g a t i o n  o f  i n c r e a s i n g  r e s t l e s s n e s s  among 

Zambians;  Malawi banned  a b s o l u t e l y  t h e  i m p o r t a t i o n  o f  a l l  

Communist C h inese  p u b l i c a t i o n s ;  and  S e n e g a l  e x p e l l e d  two New 

China  News Agency c o r r e s p o n d e n t s  due to  t h e i r  s u b v e r s i v e  

a c t i v i t i e s .  B u t ,  u n l i k e  t h e  c a s e s  i n  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s ,  t h e s e  

u n f r i e n d l y  a c t i o n s  f o r  one r e a s o n  o r  a n o t h e r  d i d  n o t  i n c i t e  

p u b l i c  r e t a l i a t i o n  from P e k in g .

The E x c e s s e s  and Extrem ism  o f  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  

R e v o lu t i o n

Communist C h i n a ' s  c o n f l i c t s  w i t h  J a p a n ,  I t a l y ,

1 " P r o t e s t  A g a i n s t  N e p a le se  Government C onn ivance  
a t  A n t i - C h in a  O u t r a g e , "  P e k in g  R ev iew , No. 29 ( J u l y  l 4 , 196?) , 
p .  39; "N epa lese  Government Must S to p  A n t i - C h in a  A c t i v i t y , "  
P e k in g  Rev iew , No. 31 ( J u l y  28, 1 9 6 ? ) ,  p .  29; The China  
Q u a r t e r l y , No. 32 ,  p .  225-
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S w i t z e r l a n d ,  F ra n ce  and many o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  w e re ,  f o r  t h e  

most  p a r t ,  t r i g g e r e d  by t h e  e x c e s s e s  and e x t rem ism  o f  t h e  

C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n .  With  J a p a n ,  t h e  r e l a t i o n s  b e tw e e n  t h e  

two c o u n t r i e s ,  f o l l o w i n g  J a p a n ' s  advocacy  o f  t h e  d o c t r i n e  o f  

s e p a r a t i o n  o f  p o l i t i c s  and  econ o m ics ,  were  h i s t o r i c a l l y  c h a r a c ­

t e r i z e d  by p o l i t i c a l  a n ta g o n i s m  and some d e g r e e  o f  e co no m ica l  

c o o p e r a t i o n . D u r i n g  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R evo lu ­

t i o n ,  Communist C h i n a ' s  a t t i t u d e  tow ard  J a p a n  was e s p e c i a l l y  

p r e o c c u p i e d  w i t h  m ixed f e e l i n g s  o f  a n t i - U . S .  i m p e r i a l i s m ,  

a n t i - S o v i e t  r e v i s i o n i s m ,  and  a n t i - r e a c t i o n i s m .  A l tho u gh  t h e  

r a p i d l y  d e t e r i o r a t i n g  S i n o - S o v i e t  r e l a t i o n s  made Communist 

C h ina  i n c r e a s i n g l y  a n x io u s  f o r  J a p a n e s e  a d v an ced  t e c h n o lo g y  

and i n d u s t r i a l  p r o d u c t s ,  t h e  J a p a n e s e  G o v e rn m e n t ' s  c o n t i n u o u s  

s t r e n g t h e n i n g  o f  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and  N a t i o n a ­

l i s t  China  and n e g o t i a t i o n s  f o r  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  S o v i e t  

U nion  i n e v i t a b l y  a n t a g o n i z e d  Communist C h in a  and a r o u s e d  t h e  

f e a r  o f  e n c i r c l e m e n t .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  i t s  q u a r r e l  w i t h  t h e  

J a p a n  Communist P a r t y  e s p e c i a l l y  c o m p l i c a t e d  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .

A l l  o f  t h e s e  t h i n g s  would s u r e l y  p o u r  o i l  on  t h e  f l a m e s  o f  

t h e  G re a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n ,  and  b lo o d y  mass 

f i g h t i n g  and d i s t r e s s f u l  d i p l o m a t i c  i n c i d e n t s  e n su ed .

^^David B. Brown, "C h in ese  Economic L everage  i n  
S i n o - J a p a n e s e  R e l a t i o n s , "  A s ia n  S u r v e y , V o l .  X I I ,  No. 9 
( S e p t e m b e r ,1 9 7 2 ) ,  p p .  753-771;  Edwin 0 .  R e i s c h a u e r ,  "China  
and  Japan :  R i v a l s  o r  A l l i e s ? "  i n  China  and  G r e a t  P o w e r s ,
e d i t e d  by F r a n c i s  0 .  W ilcox  (New York: P r a e g e r  P u b l i s h e r s ,
1 9 7 4 ) ,  pp.  3 1 -4 6 .
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A s e r i e s  o f  c o n f l i c t s  b e tw e e n  t h e  two c o u n t r i e s  was 

t r i g g e r e d  by t h e  q u a r r e l s  o f  t h e  two communist  p a r t i e s .

Because  o f  t h e  J a p a n  Communist P a r t y ' s  p r o - S o v i e t  s t a n d  i n  

S i n o - S o v i e t  d i s p u t e s ,  i t s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  i n  P e k i n g  d o u b t l e s s l y  

c o u ld  n o t  a v o id  m i s e r a b l e  h a r a s s m e n t s .  On Sep tem ber  l 6 ,  1966 ,  

a g r o u p , o f  Red G u a r d - l i k e  J a p a n e s e  r a d i c a l s  i n  P e k in g ,  i n s t i ­

g a t e d  by t h e  M a o i s t s ,  went to  t h e  l o d g i n g s  o f  J u n i c h i  Konno, 

a newly a r r i v e d  c o r r e s p o n d e n t  o f  t h e  J a p a n  Communist P a r t y  

new spaper  A k ah a ta ,  b e a t  him up and t h e n  t o r t u r e d  him by p o u r ­

i n g  w a t e r  down h i s  n o s t r i l s .  A ga in  on O c to b e r  27, e i g h t  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  J a p a n  Communist P a r t y ,  who had  come t o  

a t t e n d  t h e  t h i r d  a n n iv e r s a r y  of t h e  C h i n a - J a p a n  F r i e n d s h i p  

S o c i e t y ,  were  d rag g e d  from t h e i r  b u s  on t h e  r o a d  t o  P e k i n g  

from t h e  a i r p o r t  and  were w arned  o f  s e r i o u s  c o n s e q u e n c e s  i f  

t h e y  c o n t i n u e d  to  f o l l o w  t h e  r e v i s i o n i s t  l i n e ,  i n c l u d i n g  p h y ­

s i c a l  a s  w e l l  a s  s p i r i t u a l  t o r t u r e . T h e s e  v i o l e n t  i n c i d e n t s  

f i n a l l y  i n c i t e d  r e p e r c u s s i o n s  i n  J a p a n .  B e g in n in g  i n  J a n u a r y  

1 9 6 7 , A kaha ta  p u b l i s h e d  a s e r i e s  o f  r e p o r t s  and  comments, 

denounced t h e  Red Guards  a s  " s u b v e r s i v e  e l e m e n t s  i n  t h e  

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  communist  movement,"  d e l i v e r e d  d i r e c t  a t t a c k s  

on Mao and o t h e r  C h in e s e  Communist l e a d e r s ,  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  

Communist C h i n a ' s  a t t e m p t  t o  s p r e a d  t h e  t h o u g h t  o f  Mao was 

an  " i n t o l e r a b l e  i n t e r f e r e n c e "  i n  t h e  a f f a i r s  o f  o t h e r  commu­

n i s t  p a r t i e s ,  and announced  t h e  e x p u l s i o n  f rom  t h e  p a r t y  o f

^ ^ ^ F o r  d e t a i l s  see  C h in a  News Summary, No. l 4 8  (Decem­
b e r  1 , 1 9 6 6 ) ,  p . A5.
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t e n  r a d i c a l  members l i v i n g  i n  P e k in g .  I n  r e t a l i a t i o n ,  

Communist C h in ese  p e r s o n n e l  i n  Tokyo i n s t i g a t e d  M a o i s t  o v e r ­

s e a s  C h in ese  s t u d e n t s  t o  daub t h e  J a p a n  Communist P a r t y  

s p o n s o r e d  J a p a n - C h in a  F r i e n d s h i p  A s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  p o s t e r s  

c h a r g i n g  t h a t  t h e  J a p a n  Communist P a r t y  members w ere  S o v i e t  

r e v i s i o n i s t s '  j a c k a l s .  A f o u r - d a y  b lo o d y  mass f r a c a s  be tw een  

t h e  two p a r t i e s  b r o k e  o u t .  I n t e r v e n t i o n  by  t h e  Tokyo p o l i c e  

f i n a l l y  subdued  t h e  t u r m o i l .  A f t e r  t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  b o t h  t h e  

J a p a n  Communist P a r t y  and  t h e  J a p a n e s e  Government were  c a s t i ­

g a t e d  i n  Communist C h i n a ' s  p r o t e s t s  and  c o m m en ta r ie s  a s
1  ̂A

r e v i s i o n i s t s ,  f a s c i s t s ,  and r e a c t i o n a r i e s .

On S ep tem ber  7» 196? ,  P r im e M i n i s t e r  E i s a k u  S a t o ' s

t o u r  o f  N a t i o n a l i s t  C h ina  was no d o u b t  a  r e p u g n a n t  t h i n g  to

P e k i n g .  The t r i p  was r e l e n t l e s s l y  f u l m i n a t e d  a g a i n s t  a s :

a component  p a r t  o f  a  b i g  a n t i - C h i n a ,  a n t i -C o m m u n is t ,  
a n t i - p e o p l e  and c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c o n s p i r a c y  t h a t  
i s  b e i n g  v i g o r o u s l y  h a t c h e d  by t h e  U .S .  i m p e r i a l i s t s  
and S o v i e t  r e v i s i o n i s t s  i n  A s i a . . .  S a t o ' s  t r i p  to  
Taiwan was o b v i o u s l y  i n t e n d e d  t o  s e r v e  t h e  scheme o f  
U.S .  i m p e r i a l i s t s  and  S o v i e t  r e v i s i o n i s t s  t o  form a 
r i n g  o f  e n c i r c l e m e n t  a g a i n s t  C h i n a . 159

The o f f i c i a l  c a s t i g a t i o n  was a l s o  accom pan ied  w i t h  u n p l e a s a n t  

d i p l o m a t i c  i n c i d e n t s .  The n e x t  two da y s  a f t e r  S a t o ' s  d e p a r ­

t u r e ,  t h e  J a p a n e s e  a n t i -C o m m u n is t  C h in a  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  and 

Communist C h in e s e  c o u n t e r  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  o u t s i d e  Communist

^ ^ ^ The C h ina  Q u a r t e r l y , No. 30 ( A p r i l - J u n e ,  1967)1  p .  247. 
^•^^P e k i n g  Rev iew , No. 12 (March 1 7 , 1 9 6 7 ) » p p . 24-25

and  3 0 .
^^"The S a to  Government I s  T r e a d i n g  To j o ' s  Old R o a d , "  

P e k i n g  R ev iew , No. 38 (S e p tem b er  15» 1 9 6 7 ) » p .  32-33*
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C h i n a ' s  t r a d e  m i s s i o n  i n  Tokyo p ro v o k ed  o t h e r  b lo o d y  mass 

v i o l e n c e .  When t h e  d i s t u r b a n c e s  w ere  f i n a l l y  s u b j u g a t e d  by 

t h e  J a p a n e s e  p o l i c e ,  on S ep tem ber  10 ,  t h e  New C h ina  News 

Agency c a l l e d  t h e  i n c i d e n t  " s e r i o u s  a n t i - C h i n a  f a s c i s t  o u t r a g e "  

on t h e  p a r t  o f  J a p a n .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  P e k i n g  r e t a l i a t e d  by 

e x p e l l i n g  t h r e e  J a p a n e s e  c o r r e s p o n d e n t s

T h e r e a f t e r ,  t h e  c o l l u s i o n  among J a p a n e s e  r e a c t i o n a r i e s ,

U .S .  i m p e r i a l i s t s ,  and  S o v i e t  r e v i s i o n i s t s  i n  t h e  c o n s p i r a c y  

o f  t h e  e n c i r c l e m e n t  o f  Communist C h in a  became P e k i n g ' s  c o n s t a n t  

t o p i c s  f o r  f u l m i n a t i o n s  a g a i n s t  S a t o ' s  " f a s c i s t  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  " l 6 l  

and J a p a n e s e  c i t i z e n s  i n  P e k i n g  were  l i v i n g  i n  u n p r e d i c t a b l e  

c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  A c c o rd in g  t o  a M a in ic h i  r e p o r t  on Ju ne  25,

1 9 6 8 , t h e r e  were  t e n  J a p a n e s e  who had  b e e n  a r r e s t e d  by Commu­

n i s t  China  f o r  u n c l a r i f i e d  r e a s o n s  and many h a d  j u s t  d i s a p p e a r e d .  

The r e p o r t  c o n c lu d e d  t h a t  t h e  number o f  J a p a n e s e  b u s in e s s m e n  

i n  Communist China  h ad  gone down f rom  two h u n d re d  i n  e a r l y  1967  

t o  tw en ty  a t  t h e  t im e  when t h e  r e p o r t  was p u b l i s h e d .

1 6 0 .,S a to  Government  C a l l s  Out P o l i c e  and H o o l i g a n s  t o  
A s s a u l t  C h in e s e  P e r s o n n e l  i n  J a p a n , "  i n  i b i d . , p p .  33;  The 
C h in a  Q u a r t e r l y , No. 32 (O c to b e r -D e ce m b e r ,  1 9 6 7 ) ,  p .  227;
" T hree  J a p a n e s e  C o r r e s p o n d e n t s  O rd e red  t o  l e a v e  C h i n a , "  P e k i n g 
R e v ie w , No. 39 (S e p tem b er  22 ,  I 9 6 7 ) ,  p .  29.

l 6 l „ c r i m i n a l  P l a n s  D e v ised  a t  U . S . - J a p a n  T a l k s , "  The 
P e o p l e ' s  D a i l y , November 21 ,  1967; " A n o th e r  A n t i - C h i n a  Crime 
by t h e  Sa to  G overnm en t ,"  The P e o p l e ' s  D a i l y  (December 10 ,  I 9 6 7 ) ;  
" J a p a n e s e  M i l i t a r i s t s '  Y es-m en ,"  The P e o p l e ' s  D a i l y , F e b r u a r y  
1 6 , 1 9 6 8 ; " C o u n t e r - R e v o l u t i o n a r y  C o l l u s i o n  Between S o v i e t  
R e v i s i o n i s t  Renegades  and J a p a n e s e  R e a c t i o n a r i e s , "  P e k i n g  R ev iew , 
No. 52  (December 2 7 ,  1 9 6 8 ) ,  p .  20. " P r o t e s t  A g a i n s t  Sa to  
Government f o r  Denying  C h in e s e  D e l e g a t i o n  E n t r y  i n t o  J a p a n , "
P e k i n g  R ev iew , No. 35 (A ugus t  25,  I 9 6 7 ) , p .  31 -

^ ^Documented i n  The Ch ina  Q u a r t e r l y , No. 35 ( J u l y -  
S e p tem b er ,  1 9 6 8 ) ,  p .  1 9 7 .
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The q u a r r e l  w i t h  I t a l y  a r o s e  i n  t h i s  way. On August  

1 3 f 1 9 6 7 , a  Communist C h in ese  f r e i g h t e r  L i  Ming c a r r y i n g  huge 

p o s t e r s  o f  Mao's  q u o t a t i o n s ,  p o r t r a i t s ,  and  o t h e r  p o l i t i c a l  

p ro p a g a n d a  was docked i n  Genoa, I t a l y .  A c c o rd in g  to  l o c a l  law ,  

t h e  f o r e i g n e r s  were p r o h i b i t e d  f rom  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  p o l i ­

t i c a l  p r o p a g a n d a .  The p o r t  a u t h o r i t i e s  a s k e d  t h e  c a p t a i n  t o  

remove a l l  t h e  p o s t e r s  o r  l e a v e  t h e  p o r t .  Upon t h e  r e f u s a l  o f  

t h e  c a p t a i n ,  a  s e r i e s  o f  d i s p u t e s  e n su e d .  On A ugus t  15 ,  t h e  

h e a d  o f  a n  I t a l i a n  t r a d e  m i s s i o n  i n  P e k in g  was d e t a i n e d  i n  h i s  

o f f i c e  a s  a r e p r i s a l  and on t h e  n e x t  day Red Guards  d e m o n s t r a ­

t i o n s  a g a i n s t  I t a l y  were  s t a g e d  and  t h e  d e t a i n e d  I t a l i a n  was 

made t o  f a c e  t h e  d e m o n s t r a t o r s  and  a c c u s e d  o f  b e i n g  a f a s c i s t .  

G e t t i n g  s u p p o r t  f rom t h e  l o c a l  C h in e s e  Communists , t h e  crew 

became even  more r e c a l c i t r a n t  an d  s e t  up f r e s h  b a n n e r s  on t h e  

s h i p  i n  p r o t e s t .  A f t e r  t w e n t y - t h r e e  days  o f  b l o c k a d e ,  t h e  

s h i p  was f i n a l l y  a l l o w e d  t o  t a k e  on new p r o v i s i o n s  and b egan  

u n l o a d i n g  c a rg o  when a n  a g re em e n t  was r e a c h e d  t h a t  t h e  p r o t e s t  

b a n n e r s  be  removed from t h e  s h i p  b u t  t h e  crew would  be a l l o w e d  

to  keep  t h e  d i s p u t e d  p o s t e r  o f  a  q u o t a t i o n  from Mao. The su b ­

s e q u e n t  Communist C h in ese  o f f i c i a l  news r e p o r t s  t r e a t e d  t h i s  

a s  a  supreme v i c t o r y  o f  Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  Thought o f  which  t h e
"I

I t a l i a n  r e a c t i o n a r y  a u t h o r i t i e s  were  m ost  a f r a i d .

^ " S t r o n g  P r o t e s t  A g a i n s t  P o l i t i c a l  P r o v o c a t i o n  by 
I t a l i a n  A u t h o r i t i e s , "  P e k in g  R ev iew . No. 36 (S ep tem b er  1 ,  1 9 6 7 ) 
p p .  3 6 - 3 7 ; " C h in ese  Crew Smashes A n t i - C h i n a  P r o v o c a t i o n  by 
I t a l i a n  A u t h o r i t i e s ,"  P e k in g  R ev iew . No. 38  (S ep tem ber  15 ,  1 9 6 7 ) , 
p .  39;  The C hina  Q u a r t e r l y . No. 32 ,  pp .  226-227-
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S w i t z e r l a n d  f e l l  a f o u l  o f  Communist C h ina  on J u l y

2 9 , 1 9 6 7 , b e c a u s e  o f  a  ceremony h e l d  t o  l a y  a  c o r n e r s t o n e  f o r

a  T i b e t a n  I n s t i t u t e  i n  S w i t z e r l a n d .  On J u l y  30» and  August

5 - 6 ,  Communist China  s e n t  t h r e e  n o t e s  a c c u s i n g  S w i t z e r l a n d

o f  s u p p o r t i n g  T i b e t a n  r e f u g e e s .  The v i t u p e r a t i v e  t o n e  o f  t h e

n o t e s  r e v e a l e d  t h e  t y p i c a l  s t y l e  o f  Communist C h i n a ' s  C u l t u r a l

R e v o l u t i o n  d ip lo m a c y .  One o f  them d e c l a r e d ;

T h is  r e v e a l s  more c l e a r l y  t h e  r e a c t i o n a r y  f e a t u r e s  
o f  t h e  S w is s  Government w h ich ,  i n  c o l l u s i o n  w i th  
i m p e r i a l i s m ,  r e v i s i o n i s m  and  r e a c t i o n i s m ,  makes 
i t s e l f  a n  enemy o f  t h e  C h in e s e  p e o p l e .  The C hinese  
p e o p le  who a r e  armed w i t h  Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  Thought ,  
a r e  n o t  to  be t r i f f l e d  w i t h .

S w i t z e r l a n d  r e j e c t e d  t h e  n o t e s  and  s a i d  t h a t  w h i l e  i t  " d e s i r e d  

f r i e n d l y  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  C h in a ,  i t  was n o t  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  

h e l p  g i v e n  to  T i b e t a n  r e f u g e e s  by p r i v a t e  Sw iss  c i t i z e n s .

The most  s t r i k i n g  i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  ex t rem ism  o f  

t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  a s  a n  i n f l u e n c e  on i t s  f o r e i g n  a c t i ­

v i t i e s  was Communist C h i n a ' s  q u a r r e l  w i t h  Denmark. I n  mid- 

August  1 9 6 7 , t h e  Denmark governm ent-owned  n e w sp a p e r  A k l u e l t  

p u b l i s h e d  a  c a r t o o n  which  s a t i r i z e d  Mao T s e - t u n g  a s  a f a r c e .  

The e v e n t  c a u s e d  a  s t r o n g  r e a c t i o n  f rom  t h e  Communist C h inese  

Embassy i n  Copenhagen.  The Embassy im m e d ia te ly  l o d g e d  a 

s t r o n g  p r o t e s t  w i t h  t h e  D an ish  F o r e i g n  M i n i s t r y  t h r e a t e n i n g  

Denmark w i t h  " g r a v e  c o n se q u e n c e s"  i f  t h e  c a r t o o n i s t  c o n t i n u e d  

t o  r i d i c u l e  "Chairm an Mao T s e - t u n g ,  t h e  r e d  su n  i n  t h e  h e a r t s

^ ^ ^ The C h in a  Q u a r t e r l y , No. 32 (O c tob e r -D ecem b er ,  
1 9 6 7 ) I p .  227; Communist C h in a  D i g e s t , No. I 90  ( O c to b e r  1 6 ,
1 9 6 7 ) .
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o f  700 m i l l i o n  C h in e s e  p e o p l e . "  Denmark n a t u r a l l y  r e j e c t e d  

t h e  a c c u s a t i o n .

A n t i - S o v i e t  r e v i s i o n i s m  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  i n  t h e i r  h o s t  

c o u n t r i e s  by C h inese  Communist s t u d e n t s  s t u d y i n g  a b ro a d  c a u se d  

Communist China  a  s e r i e s  o f  c o n f l i c t s  w i t h  I r a q ,  A l g e r i a ,  

and  F r a n c e .  Of t h e  t h r e e ,  t h e  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  F ra n ce  was 

e s p e c i a l l y  f i e r c e .  The f r a c a s  be tw een  t h e  a n t i - S o v i e t  r e v i ­

s i o n i s m  M ao is t  s t u d e n t s  i n  P a r i s  and t h e  F re n ch  p o l i c e  on t h e  

r o a d  t o  t h e  S o v i e t  Embassy on J a n u a r y  2 7 1 1967  i n c i t e d  n o t  

o n ly  o f f i c i a l  p r o t e s t s  f rom Communist C h in a  b u t  m ass iv e  Red 

Guards d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  b e f o r e  t h e  F rench  Embassy i n  P e k in g .

As v o c i f e r o u s  and p r o v o c a t i v e  a s  t h e i r  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  a g a i n s t  

S o v i e t  r e v i s i o n i s m ,  t h e  young r e b e l s  p o s t e d  t h e  w a l l s  o f  t h e  

Embassy b u i l d i n g  and  t h e  g ro u n d s  o u t s i d e  w i t h  numerous s lo g a n s ;  

"Down w i t h  i m p e r i a l i s m , "  "Rebel  a g a i n s t  w hoever  i s  h o s t i l e  to  

t h e  C h inese  p e o p le ' . "  and  "Bash i n  t h e  F re n c h  t h u g s '  h e a d s  1"

The Embassy c a r  was s to p p e d  and i t s  d i p l o m a t s  were d ragg ed  

o u t  f rom t h e  c a r  and  made t o  s t a n d  a l m o s t  s e v e n  h o u r s  i n  t h e  

c o l d  o u t s i d e  t h e  F re n ch  Embassy w h i l e  t h e  d e m o n s t r a t o r s  shou­

t e d  a t  them .^^^

^^•^The New York T im e s , August  22 ,  I 9 6 7 , pp .  33-
^ ^ ^ P ek in g  Rev iew , No. 6 ( F e b r u a r y  3» 1 9 6 7 ) ,  PP- 29- 

3 O; 1968  Yearbook on C h in ese  Communism, p .  253; 1968 Yearbook 
on C h in e s e  Communism, p .  1026.

^ ^P e k in g  R ev iew , No. 6 ( F e b r u a r y  3 ,  1 9 6 7 ) ,  p .  30 
and No. 7 ( F e b r u a r y  1 0 ,  1 9 6 7 ) , p .  29; The C hina  Q u a r t e r l y , 
No. 30  ( A p r i l - J u n e ,  I 9 6 7 ) ,  p p .  248-249 .
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The r e p e r c u s s i o n s  o f  t h e  Red Guards  v i o l e n t  a c t i v i t i e s  

had  a l s o  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  Communist C h i n a ' s  c o n f l i c t s  w i t h  many- 

o t h e r  f o r e i g n  c o u n t r i e s .  The m a n h a n d l in g  by t h e  Red Guards 

o f  a  Swedish c u l t u r a l  a t t a c h é  i n  P e k in g  cau se d  a  s t r o n g  p r o ­

t e s t  f rom t h e  Government o f  Sweden. But  Communist C h in a  r e j e c ­

t e d  t h e  p r o t e s t  a s  a d e l i b e r a t e  d i s t o r t i o n . A f t e r  t h e  

Red Guards a t t a c k e d  t h e  C a t h o l i c  C hurch es  i n  C h in a ,  Pope P a u l  

r e g r e t f u l l y  commented t h a t  su c h  v i o l e n t  a c t i o n s  were  a  " s i g n  

o f  d e a t h ,  n o t  a  s i g n  o f  l i f e . "  F o r  t h e  same r e a s o n ,  t h e  

I r i s h  Government l o d g e d  a  s t r o n g  p r o t e s t  w i th  P e k in g  a g a i n s t

t h e  Red G u a rd s '  t o r t u r e  o f  a n  I r i s h  nun who d i e d  i n  Hong Kong
169a f t e r  h e r  e x p u l s i o n  f rom  C h in a .  But  t h e  M ao is t  l e a d e r ­

s h i p  c o m p l e t e l y  s u p p o r t e d  o f  t h i s  Red Guard v i o l e n c e .  I n  a 

commentary, t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  m ag a z in e  Red F l a g  p o l e m i c a l l y
170r i d i c u l e d  Pope a s  t h e  " m o u th p ie c e  o f  t h e  r e a c t i o n a r y  c l a s s e s . "

B e s i d e s  t h e  f o r e g o i n g  r e c o r d e d  c o n f l i c t s  r e l a t e d  t o

t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n ,  i n  v a r y i n g  d e g r e e .

Communist C h ina  h a d ,  i n  a d d i t i o n ,  q u a r r e l e d  w i t h  B e lg ium ,  t h e

N e t h e r l a n d s ,  I v o r y  C o a s t ,  and S i n g a p o r e ,  and s e v e r e d  d i p l o m a t i c
171r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  Ghana.  But  t h e  c o n f l i c t s  w i th  t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s

l ^ ^ S e e  R o b e r t  A. S c a l a p i n o , "The C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  
and  C h in ese  F o r e i g n  P o l i c y , "  i b i d . , p .  9 3 .

^ ^ C a n b e r r a  B r o a d c a s t i n g ,  i n  I 967  Yearbook on C h inese  
Communism, p .  1926.

^ ^ ^ The New York T im e s , A ugus t  27. 1966,  p .  11 and 
Sep tem ber  20, 1966 ,  p .  18;  Red F l a g  Commentary, " I n  P r a i s e  o f  
t h e  Red G u a r d s , "  P e k i n g  R e v ie w , No. 39 (Sep tem ber  23,  I 9 6 6 ) , p .  1 6 .

i f l B e lg iu m : The C h in a  Q u a r t e r l y , No. 35 .  P* 193;
The N e t h e r l a n d s : The China  Q u a r t e r l y , No. 28,  p p .  192-193 and
No. 2 9 . p .  1 9 7 .
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g e n e r a l l y  had  n o t h i n g  t o  do w i t h  t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n .

F o r  exam ple ,  t h e  s e v e r a n c e  o f  d i p l o m a t i c  r e l a t i o n s  b e tw e e n  

Ghana and  Communist C h ina  i n  l a t e  O c to b e r  1966  a p p e a r e d  t o  b e  

an  i n e v i t a b l e  deve lopm en t  a f t e r  t h e  f a l l  o f  P r e s i d e n t  Nkrumah 

by a m i l i t a r y  coup i n  F e b r u a r y  t h e  same y e a r .  T here  was 

l i t t l e  e v id e n c e  t h a t  t h e  c o n v u l s i o n  o f  t h e  C u l t u r a l  R ev o lu ­

t i o n  had  d i r e c t l y  c a u s e d  t h e  i n c i d e n t .

A l l  o f  t h e  above m e n t io n e d  Communist C h in ese  i n d i s c r i ­

m i n a t e l y  p r o v o c a t i v e  and  d i s r u p t i v e  f o r e i g n  c o n f l i c t  b e h a v i o r  

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  t h r e e - y e a r  p e r i o d  o f  t h e  c o n v u l s i o n  o f  t h e  

G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  a p p e a r e d  t o  have  few 

p r e c e d e n t s  i n  modern d i p l o m a t i c  h i s t o r y ,  and s u r e l y  d i d  g r e a t  

harm t o  i t s  s u b s t a n t i a l  n a t i o n a l  i n t e r e s t s .  However,  Commu­

n i s t  China  n e v e r  f e l t  r e g r e t  a t  t h e  t i m e .  F o r  exam ple ,  i n  

a r e v ie w  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s i t u a t i o n  a t  t h e  end o f  196? .  a f t e r  

a  s e r i e s  o f  d i p l o m a t i c  r u p t u r e s ,  Feng P i a o , D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  

I n f o r m a t i o n  D epar tm en t  o f  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  D a i l y , a s s e r t e d  t h a t  

" s e v e r a n c e  o f  r e l a t i o n s  c a n  do u s  no h a r m . . .  S e v e ra n c e  o f  

r e l a t i o n s  w i l l  o n ly  make a  mess o f  t h i n g s  p o l i t i c a l l y  and

and e c o n o m ic a l ly  f o r  a  g i v e n  c o u n t r y ,  s i n c e  we c a n  t h e n  su p -
172p o r t  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h a t  c o u n t r y  t o  make r e v o l u t i o n .  W hile

I v o r y  C o a s t : "Chen Yi S t a t e m e n t , "  P e k i n g  R ev iew , No. 29
( J u l y  l 4 ,  1 9 6 7 ) ,  p .  7 8 .
S i n g a p o r e : P e k in g  Review, No. 34 (A ugus t  1 8 ,  19&7), pp .  39 -
4 0 ;  The~China Q u a r t e r l y , No. 3 2 ,  p .  221.
Ghana; P e k i n g  Review, No. 45 (November 4 ,  I 9 6 6 ) ,  pp .  5 and  
38.

^^^Current Background, No. 850 (January 24, 19 6 8).
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i t  was c e r t a i n l y  n o t  t r u e  t h a t  t h e  s e v e r a n c e  o f  d i p l o m a t i c  

r e l a t i o n s  d i d  n o t  w or ry  t h e  M a o i s t s ,  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  d i d  r e v e a l  

t h e  i n t e n d e d  M ao is t  m i l i t a n c y  and t h e  s u b v e r s i v e  n a t u r e  o f  

Communist C h i n a ' s  f o r e i g n  b e h a v i o r  a t  t h e  t im e ,  and  p r o v e d  

t h e  v a l i d i t y  Jo hn  H. B a d g l e y ' s  o b s e r v a t i o n  i n  h i s  a n a l y s i s  

o f  t h e  Sino-Burmese  C r i s i s  t h a t  Communist C h ina  was w i l l i n g  

to  " s a c r i f i c e  e v e r y t h i n g  i n  t h e  p u r s u i t  o f  t h e  i n n e r  l o g i c  

s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  and  t h e  Red Guard 

movement.

T rends  o f  Communist C h i n a ' s  F o r e i g n  P o l i c y  D ur ing  t h e  

P o s t - G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  P e r i o d

The n i g h tm a r e  o f  t h e  G re a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  Revo­

l u t i o n  was a t  l a s t  d r a w in g  t o  an end when t h e  N in th  C ongress  

o f  t h e  C h inese  Communist P a r t y  was convened  on A p r i l  1 ,  19^9 « 

However, d e s p i t e  o f f i c i a l  o p t i m i s t i c  a s s e r t i o n s  t h a t  " t h e

enemy r o t s  e v e ry  p a s s i n g  d ay ,  w h i l e  f o r  us  t h i n g s  a r e  g e t t i n g  
174b e t t e r  d a i l y , "  e v id e n c e  o f  t h e  d i r e  c o n se q u e n c e s  o f  t h e  

t h r e e - y e a r  c o n v u l s i v e  f o r e i g n  b e h a v i o r  c o u ld  be s e e n  e v e r y ­

where .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  s e r i o u s  d e c l i n e  o f  f o r e i g n  t r a d e ,  

t h e  p r e c i p i t o u s  d rop  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p r e s t i g e ,  and  t h e  s e l f -

^ ^^ Jo h n  H. B a d g le y ,  "Burm a 's  China  C r i s i s ;  The C h o ic e s  
Ahead,"  i b i d . , p .  757 -75 8 .

^ ^ ^ L in  P i a o , " P o l i t i c a l  R e p o r t  to  t h e  N in th  N a t i o n a l  
Congress  o f  t h e  Communist P a r t y  o f  C h i n a , " P e k in g  Rev iew , No.
18 ( A p r i l  30,  1 9 6 9 ) .  p .  3 1 .
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17 5t o r m e n t i n g  a l i e n a t i o n  f rom  t h e  w o r ld  community, ^  i t s  f e r v e n t  

a n t i - S o v i e t  Union p o s t u r e  had  b r o u g h t  t h e  d e t e r i o r a t i n g  S ino-  

S o v i e t  r e l a t i o n s  a lm o s t  t o  a  b r e a k i n g  p o i n t .  There  were  

i n c r e a s i n g  e v id e n c e s  t h a t  t h e  S o v i e t  Union was d e t e r m i n e d  to

s t r e n g t h e n  i t s  m i l i t a r y  b u i l d u p  a lo n g  t h e  7 «000 m i l e  S i n o - S o v i e t
T_ 7 6b o r d e r s  and t o  m aneuver  i n  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a r e n a  f o r

D e t a i l s  o f  t h e  d e c l i n e  o f  f o r e i g n  t r a d e  s e e  c h a p t e r  
I I I .  The d rop  o f  p r e s t i g e  c o u l d  be e v id e n c e d  by t h e  f o l l o w ­
i n g  f a c t o r s ;  (a)  The s u p p o r t  f o r  i t s  membership  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  
Nations d ropped  from 4?  (40^)  p r o s  v s .  4? (40?S) cons  w i t h  20 
a b s t e n t i o n  i n  1965 t o  44 (35?^) p r o s  v s .  58 (46#) cons  w i t h  23 
a b s t e n t i o n  i n  1968,  s e e  Samuel S. Kim, "China  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  
Nations (T a b le  1 ) "  i b i d . , p .  302;  (b) I n  A f r i c a ,  a t  t h e  end o f  
1 9 6 5 , t h e r e  were 1Ô o u t  o f  36  i n d e p e n d e n t  c o u n t r i e s  r e c o g n i z e d  
Communist C h in a ,  b u t  t h i s  number was d e c l i n e d  t o  13 o u t  o f  43 
i n  1 9 6 8 , s e e  A laba  Ogunsenwo, China* s P o l i c y  i n  A f r i c a  (T a b le  7 ) ,  
i b i d . t p .  247; ( c) T here  were 470 d e l e g a t i o n s  v i s i t e d  Communist 
China  i n  1966  and t h e  number d rop p ed  t o  68 i n  1 9 6 8 , s e e  Y e a r ­
book on C h in ese  Communism, 1 9 6 7 , pp .  1642-1710 ,  1 9 6 8 , p p .  971-  
990  and 1 9 6 9 , p p .  1 1 ; 2 4 5 - 2 6 9 ; I n  A f r i c a  a l o n e ,  t h e  d e l e g a t i o n  
t o  Communist China d ro p p e d  f rom  l l 4  i n  1965  t o  57 i n  1967  and 
t o  12 i n  1 9 6 8 . See A la b a  O ^ n s e n w o ,  i b i d .  , p .  27O T a b le  2;
(d) I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  c r i t i c i s m  o f  t h e  most h o s t i l e  c o u n t r i e s ,  
many n e u t r a l  l e a d e r s  o p e n ly  e x p r e s s e d  t h e i r  r e p u g n a n c e .  Fo r  
exam ple ,  C ey lo nese  P r im e  M i n i s t e r  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  " t h e  C h inese  
p e o p le  a b s o l u t e l y  c a n n o t  t o l e r a t e "  and "C ey lon  would n o t  be  
b u l l i e d  o r  b a d g e d , "  See  Communist China  D i g e s t ,  No. I 90 
(O c to b e r  1 6 , 1 9 6 7 ) ,  p p .  12 -1 5 ;  S ihanouk  s a i d  " t h e  C h in ese  l e a d e r s  
i n  P e k in g  must  be  o u t  o f  m in d ."  I n  a  J a p a n e s e  l e a d i n g  p u b l i c  
o p i n i o n  p o l l .  Communist C h ina  was l i s t e d  a s  t h e  most  d i s l i k e d  
n a t i o n  i n  t h e  w o r ld .  J i . i i  P o l l , Tokyo, S ep tem b er ,  1 9 6 7 . For  
a l i e n a t i o n  from w o r ld  community s e e  p r e v i o u s  s e c t i o n s .

^"^^Chou E n - l a i  c o m p la in e d  t h a t  t h e  S o v i e t s  h a d  s t a ­
t i o n e d  1 . 2  m i l l i o n  t r o o p s  a l o n g  t h e  f r o n t i e r .  Se Le Monde 
Sep tem ber  24,  1971 « i n  The C h ina  Q u a r t e r l y , No. 49 ( J a n u a r y -  
March, 1 9 7 2 ) ,  p .  201; B r i t a i n ' s  I n s t i t u t e  o f  S t r a t e g i c  S t u ­
d i e s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  S o v i e t  m i l i t a r y  s t r e n g t h  i n  S i n o - S o v i e t  
b o r d e r s  r o s e  f rom 30  d i v i s i o n s  i n  1971» i n  S t r a t e g i c  S u r v e y ,
1 9 7 1 .
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co m b a t in g  t h e  r e c a l c i t r a n t  Communist C h in ese  m a v e r ic k s .  A

s e r i e s  o f  d e v e l o p in g  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  e v e n t s  i n  e a r l y  1969  such

a s  U . S . - S o v i e t  d e t e n t e ,  t h e  advocacy  o f  a  E u ro p ea n  S e c u r i t y

C o n f e re n c e ,  and i n c r e a s i n g  S o v i e t  p o l i t i c a l  a s  w e l l  a s  m i l i t a r y

a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  P a c i f i c  and I n d i a n  Oceans made Communist

C h ina ,  b o t h  i n  r e a l i t y  and p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y ,  f e e l  f e a r  o f  b e i n g
1 7 7i s o l a t e d  and  e n c i r c l e d .  Alarmed by t h e  u n f a v o r a b l e  i n t e r ­

n a t i o n a l  s i t u a t i o n ,  t h e  l e a d e r s  i n  P e k in g  now a p p e a r e d  t o  have  

p r a g m a t i c a l l y  e x p e r i e n c e d  t h e  b i t t e r n e s s  o f  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e ­

t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  d ip lo m a c y ,  and  announced  t h e i r  

i n t e n t i o n  to  t u r n  t o  m o d e r a t i o n  i n  f o r e i g n  a f f a i r s .  I n  t h e  

N in th  P a r t y  C o n g re s s ,  t h e  f i v e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  p e a c e f u l  c o e x i s t e n c e ,  

which had  lo n g  b e e n  i n  o b l i v i o n  and  had  n e v e r  b e e n  m en t ion ed  

i n  t h e  E le v e n t h  P a r t y  Plenum, were  u n e q u iv o c a b ly  r e a f f i r m e d :

The f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  o f  o u r  P a r t y  and  Government i s  
c o n s i s t e n t :  I t  i s :  t o  d e v e lo p  r e l a t i o n s  o f  f r i e n d ­
s h i p ,  m u tu a l  a s s i s t a n c e  and  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  s o c i a l i s t

1 7 7' ' F o r  exam ple ,  some o f  t h e  e v e n t s  which c au se d  
Communist C h i n a ’ s s e r i o u s  c o n c e r n  were  t h e  s o l i d a r i t y  o f  I n d o -  
S o v i e t  r e l a t i o n s ,  and S o v i e t - J a p a n e s e  n e g o t i a t i o n s  f o r  econo­
mic and p o l i t i c a l  c o o p e r a t i o n ;  s e e  " C o u n t e r - R e v o l u t i o n a r y  
C o l l u s i o n  Between S o v i e t  R e v i s i o n i s t  Renegades  and  J a p a n e s e  
R e a c t i o n a r i e s , "  and  "Renegade F e a t u r e s  o f  S o v i e t  R e v i s i o n i s t s  
Once Again  E x po se d ,"  P e k in g  R ev iew , No. 52 (December 27, 1 9 6 8 ) ,  
p p .  20-22;  t h e  S o v i e t ' s  s t r i v i n g  f o r  i n f l u e n c e  i n  S o u t h e a s t  
A s ia  a s  e v id e n c e d  by t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  S o v i e t - M a l a y s i a n  
d i p l o m a t i c  r e l a t i o n s  i n  l a t e  s p r i n g  o f  19^7;  s e e  " S o v i e t  
R e v is io n i s m  and M a la y s ia :  Renegade and U.S .  Pawn,"  P e k in g
R ev iew , No. I 6 ( A p r i l  l 4 ,  19&7), P* 28; N o r th  V i e tn a m 's  
a c c e p t a n c e  o f  P a r i s  p e ac e  t a l k s ,  and i n c r e a s i n g  S o v i e t  
i n f l u e n c e  i n  I n d o n e s i a ;  see  " S o v i e t  R e v i s i o n i s t  Renegade C l iq u e  
-  Sworn Enemy o f  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  I n d o n e s i a n  P e o p l e , "  P e k in g  
Review , No. 4? (November 22,  I 9 6 8 ) , p p .  24-25 ;  s e e  a l s o  L in  
P i a o ' s  " P o l i t i c a l  R e p o r t"  i n  which  he  b i t t e r l y  condemned U . S . -  
S o v i e t  c o l l u s i o n  i n  t r y i n g  t o  i s o l a t e  and e n c i r c l e  Communist 
C h ina ,  i b i d . , p p .  32 and  3^»
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c o u n t r i e s  on  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  p r o l e t a r i a n  i n t e r ­
n a t i o n a l i s m ;  t o  s u p p o r t  and  a s s i s t  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
s t r u g g l e s  o f  a l l  t h e  o p p r e s s e d  p e o p l e  and  n a t i o n s ;  
t o  s t r i v e  f o r  p e a c e f u l  c o e x i s t e n c e  w i t h  c o u n t r i e s  
h a v in g  d i f f e r e n t  s o c i a l  sy s te m s  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  
f i v e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  m u tua l  r e s p e c t  f o r  t e r r i t o r i a l  
i n t e g r i t y  a n d  s o v e r e i g n t y ,  m u tua l  n o n - a g g r e s s i o n ,  
n o n - i n t e r f e r e n c e  i n  each  o t h e r ' s  i n t e r n a l  a f f a i r s ,  
e q u a l i t y  an d  m u tu a l  b e n e f i t ,  and  p e a c e f u l  c o e x i s ­
t e n c e ,  and  t o  oppose  t h e  i m p e r i a l i s t  p o l i c i e s  o f  
a g g r e s s i o n  and  w a r . 178

However,  t h e  c o n t r a d i t i o n  h e r e  was t h a t ,  a l t h o u g h  

c o p in g  w i t h  t h e  u n f a v o r a b l e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s i t u a t i o n  demanded 

p r a c t i c a l  m e a s u r e s ,  d o m e s t i c  p r o b le m s ,  such  a s  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  

o f  t h e  d i s r u p t e d  s o c i e t y  and s u b j u g a t i o n  o f  t h e  w a r r i n g  

f a c t i o n s ,  were  e v e n  more u r g e n t  i n  n e e d i n g  g r e a t e r  s t i m u l a ­

t i o n  to  m o b i l i z e  t h e  whole  c o u n t r y  f o r  e f f e c t i v e  s o l u t i o n .  

A c c o rd in g  to  Georg Simmel, " C o n t in u e d  c o n f l i c t  b e i n g  a  con­

d i t i o n  o f  s u r v i v a l  f o r  s t r u g g l e  g r o u p s ,  t h e y  m us t  p e r p e t u a l l y  
17Qp ro v o k e  i t . "  A f t e r  t h e  h a s t y  c o n c l u s i o n  o f  t h e  C u l t u r a l  

R e v o l u t i o n ,  t h e  f o r e i g n  enemy was s t i l l  i n d i s p e n s i b l e  to  

Communist C h ina  f o r  t h e  d i v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  w i d e s p r e a d  p u b l i c  

g r i e v a n c e s  and  t h e  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  o f  t h e  weakened and c o n f l i c t ­

l a d e n  M ao is t  r e g im e  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  u n p r e c e d e n t e d  l a r g e - s c a l e  

p u r g e .  And i t  i s  a l s o  t r u e  t h a t  " S o c i a l  s y s t e m s  l a c k i n g  

s o c i a l  s o l i d a r i t y  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  d i s i n t e g r a t e  i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  

o u t s i d e  ( m i l i t a r y ^  c o n f l i c t ,  a l t h o u g h  some u n i t y  may be

^ ^ ^ L in  P i a o ,  " P o l i t i c a l  R e p o r t , "  i b i d . , p .  33»
^"^^Georg Simmel,  C o n f l i c t , t r a n s .  K u r t  H. Wolf 

( G le n c o e ,  1 1 1 . :  F r e e  P r e s s ,  1955)» pp .  9 7 - 9 8 .  The Q u o t a t i o n
was Lewis A. C o s e r ' s  O b s e r v a t i o n .  See C o s e r ,  The F u n c t io n s  
o f  S o c i a l  C o n f l i c t  (New York: F re e  P r e s s ,  1 9 5 6 ) ,  p .  98.
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1 ftnd e s p o t i c a l l y  e n f o r c e d . "  T h i s  awkward s i t u a t i o n  p rom p ted

Communist C h in a  p e r f o r c e  t o  r e a s s e s s  i t s  l o n g  u p h e ld  a n t i - U . S .

i m p e r i a l i s m  and  a n t i - S o v i e t  r e v i s i o n i s m  s t a n c e .  "The c l o s e r
1 ft*lt h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  t h e  more i n t e n s e  t h e  c o n f l i c t . "  Mao an d  

Chou f i n a l l y  d e c i d e d  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e  combat  a g a i n s t  t h e  S o v i e t  

Union and  t o  improve r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a s  a  

b a l a n c e .  The s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  change  i s  n o t e d  by C laude  

A. Buss:

. . .  s t e p s  on t h e  p a r t  o f  Communist C h ina  to w a rd  b e t t e r  
r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  d i d  n o t  i n d i c a t e  any  
abandonment  o f  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p r i n c i p l e s  o r  r e d u c t i o n  
i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  A m er ican  " i m p e r i a l i s t i c  s c h e m e s " . . .
I t  seemed a d v i s a b l e  f o r  China  t o  l e s s e n  t e n s i o n  w i t h  
t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  f o r  two r e a s o n s ;  f i r s t  t o  r e l e a s e  
i t s  e n e r g i e s  and  a s s e t s  t o  c o n c e n t r a t e  on R u s s i a ;  and  
s e c o n d ,  t o  o f f s e t  t h e  g row ing  ra p p ro a c h e m e n t  b e tw e e n  
t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and R u s s i a . 182

So t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  Communist C h i n a ' s  f o r e i g n  a c t i v i t i e s

i n  t h e  p o s t  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  p e r i o d  were

marked by t h e  h y b r i d  o f  s t a u n c h  a n t i - S o v i e t  r e v i s i o n i s m  and

a f a n a t i c  d r i v e  t o  n o r m a l i z e  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  a l l  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s

p o s s i b l e .

A f t e r  t h e  N in th  P a r t y  C o n g r e s s ,  i n  May 19&9, Communist 

C h ina  b e g a n  g r a d u a l l y  t o  r e d e p l o y  i t s  a m b a s s a d o r s  and  s e n i o r  

d i p l o m a t s  t o  t h e i r  f o r e i g n  p o s t s .  By t h e  end o f  1970 ,  i t  

had  a s s i g n e d  t w e n t y - n i n e  a m b a ss a d o r s  a b r o a d .  T h is  o b v i o u s l y

^^^Lewis  A. C o s e r ,  i b i d . , p .  9^-  
i G l j b i d . , p .  98 .
•I Q  p

C lau de  A. B u s s ,  C h ina  (San F r a n c i s c o :  W. H. F r e e ­
man and  Company, 1 9 ? 4 ) , p .  6k .
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i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  i t  was d e te r m in e d  t o  mend i t s  d i p l o m a t i c  

r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  c o u n t r i e s  w i t h  which  t h e y  had  been  m ar re d  

d u r i n g  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  and t o  r e a s ­

s e r t  i t s  i n f l u e n c e  i n  w o r ld  a f f a i r s .  With t h e  S o v i e t  Union,  

h o s t i l e  a c c u s a t i o n s  c o n t i n u e d .  A l th o u g h  t h e  b o r d e r  t a l k s  

were resum ed im m e d ia te ly  a f t e r  Chou E n - l a i  and  K o s y g i n ' s  

b r i e f  m e e t in g  i n  t h e  P e k in g  a i r p o r t  i n  Sep tem ber  and w a r l i k e  

t e n s i o n s  b e tw e e n  t h e  two c o u n t r i e s  t h a t  had  b e e n  f u r t h e r  

i n t e n s i f i e d  by a n  a d d i t i o n a l  s e r i e s  o f  b o r d e r  i n c i d e n t s  i n  

t h e  summer were  t h e r e a f t e r  somewhat r e l a x e d ,  Communist C h i n a ' s  

announced  p r i n c i p l e s  i n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  S i n o - S o v i e t  boundary
*1 Q O

q u e s t i o n s  doomed t h e  b o r d e r  t a l k s  t o  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  a  

M ara thon  o f  f r u i t l e s s  d i p l o m a t i c  s t r u g g l e s .  C r i t i c i s m  o f  U.S. 

i m p e r i a l i s m  was c o n t i n u e d  w i t h o u t  any s i g n s  o f  b e i n g  t o n e d  

down t h r o u g h o u t  19^9 and 1970.  However, i t s  r e l a t i o n s  w i th  

t h e  two s u p e r  powers  had  un dergone  a c o n t r a s t i n g  change  a f t e r  

t h e  p u rg e  o f  Chen P o - t a  i n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1970 t h a t  s i g n i f i e d  

t h e  i n e v i t a b l e  and imminent  showdown b e tw ee n  t h e  Mao-Chou 

c o a l i t i o n  and  L in  P i a o ,  t h e  a l l e g e d  i l l i c i t  c o l l a b o r a t o r  o f  

t h e  S o v i e t  r e v i s i o n i s t s .  I n  e a r l y  s p r i n g  o f  1971» w h i l e  t h e  

S o v i e t  U nion  was v e h e m e n t ly  a t t a c k e d  a s  " s o c i a l - i m p e r i a l i s m  

and s o c i a l - f a s c i s m , "  i n  a  j o i n t  e d i t o r i a l  o f  t h e  P e o p le  ' s 

D a i ly  o f  May 17 .  1971 .  h ead ed  "Long L iv e  t h e  V i c t o r y  o f  t h e  

D i c t a t o r s h i p  o f  t h e  P r o l e t a r i a t , "  a n  A m erican  t a b l e - t e n n i s

^ ^ 3 " p o r e i g n  M i n i s t r y  Document,"  P e k in g  R ev iew , No. 
4 l  ( O c to b e r  10 ,  I 9 6 9 ) , p .  1 5 .
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t eam  was u n p r e c e d e n t e d l y  i n v i t e d  t o  t o u r  Communist China  on 

A p r i l  12,  1971 '  I n  a  r e c e p t i o n  sp e e c h ,  Chou E n - l a i  e x p r e s s e d  

t o  t h e  team:

Your v i s i t  t o  C h ina  on i n v i t a t i o n  h a s  opened t h e  d o o r  
t o  f r i e n d l y  c o n t a c t s  be tw een  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  two 
c o u n t r i e s . 184

T h e r e a f t e r ,  t h e  S in o -A m e r ic an  rap p ro a c h m e n t  went  on s t e a d i l y .  

A f t e r  t h e  p u rg e  o f  L in  P i a o  i n  Sep tem ber  1971 ,  i t  was f u r t h e r  

s p e e d e d  up and c l im a x e d  by P r e s i d e n t  N i x o n ' s  v i s i t  t o  P e k in g  

on F e b r u a r y  21, 1972.  F o l lo w in g  N i x o n ' s  v i s i t .  L i a i s o n  O f f i c e s  

w ere  q u i c k l y  s e t  up i n  t h e  c a p i t a l s  o f  b o t h  c o u n t r i e s  i n  e a r l y  

1973.

While  S in o -A m e r ic an  r a p p ro a ch m e n t  was q u i c k l y  d e v e l o p ­

i n g ,  Communist C h ina  a l s o  l a u n c h e d  a f a n a t i c  d r i v e  to  n o r m a l i z e  

r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  many o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s ,  a l m o s t  i r r e s p e c t i v e  o f  

t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  l e a n i n g s .  From O c to b e r  1970 t o  Sep tem ber  1973» 

w i t h i n  t h r e e  y e a r s ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  b e i n g  s e a t e d  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  

N a t i o n s  i n  l a t e  1971» i t  had  e s t a b l i s h e d  d i p l o m a t i c  r e l a t i o n s  

w i t h  t h i r t y - n i n e  c o u n t r i e s  and resumed d i s r u p t e d  t i e s  w i t h  

two.  Among t h e s e  t h i r t y - n i n e  c o u n t r i e s  were  i n c l u d e d  J a p a n

and  a lm o s t  a l l  i m p o r t a n t  W e s te rn  d e m o c r a t i c  m id d le  powers;
1 fi ̂e v e n  West Germany and S p a i n  were  not  e x c l u d e d .  F u r th e r m o r e ,

i t s  f r i e n d s h i p  was a l s o  g e n e r o u s l y  e x te n d e d  t o  t h e  Y u g o s la -  

v a i a n s ,  whom i t  had  c r i t i c i z e d  a s  t h e  most  v i c i o u s  r e v i s i o n i s t s  

s i n c e  1958.  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  n o r m a l i z a t i o n  o f  d i p l o m a t i c
1 QJ[f

" P r e m ie r  Chou E n - l a i  Meets T a b le  T e n n i s  Teams," 
P e k i n g  Rev iew , No. 17 ( A p r i l  23» 1971)» p .  5.

^ -^For d e t a i l s  s e e  Appendix  I I .
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r e l a t i o n s ,  Communist China  h a d  a l s o  i n v i t e d  a  s t r i k i n g l y  

v a r i e d  group o f  f o r e i g n  o f f i c i a l s  and  d e l e g a t i o n s  t o  P e k in g  

to  d i s c u s s  t r a d e ,  a i d  and o t h e r  m u tu a l  r e l a t i o n s ,  and  a 

l a r g e  number o f  them were t r e a t e d  t o  p r i v a t e  a u d i e n c e s  w i th  

Mao T s e - t u n g .  F o r  exam ple ,  i n  1973,  t h e r e  w ere  a lm o s t  two 

f o r e i g n  d e l e g a t i o n s  i n  P e k in g  e v e ry  day .

D e s p i t e  a l l  t h e s e  e f f o r t s  a t  r e t u r n i n g  t o  more pragm a­

t i c  and more m o d e ra te  fo rm s o f  c o n d u c t in g  f o r e i g n  p o l i c i e s ,  

S i n o - S o v i e t  r e l a t i o n s  r e m a in e d  a s  a n t a g o n i s t i c  a s  e v e r .  The 

a n im o s i t y  and s u s p i c i o n  b e tw e e n  t h e  two c o u n t r i e s  i s  v i v i d l y  

d e s c r i b e d  by L eo n id  B r e z h n e v ' s  sp e ec h  on December 21,  1972 

a t  a  m ee t in g  t o  c e l e b r a t e  t h e  F i f t i e t h  A n n i v e r s a r y  o f  t h e  

U .S .S .R .

P e k i n g ' s  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  to d a y  amounts t o  a b s u r d  
c l a i m s  t o  S o v i e t  t e r r i t o r y  and  to  m a l i c i o u s  s l a n d e r  
o f  t h e  S o v i e t  s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  sy s te m  and  o f  o u r  
p e a c e - l o v i n g  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y . . .  I t  amounts  to  u n p r i n ­
c i p l e d  a l i g n m e n t s  on  a n t i - S o v i e t  g ro u n d s  w i t h  any ,  
even  t h e  most  r e a c t i o n a r y  f o r c e s - t h e  most  r a b i d  
h a t e r s  o f  t h e  S o v i e t  Union from among t h e  B r i t i s h  
T o r i e s  o r  r e v e n g e - s e e k i n g  e le m e n t s  i n  t h e  F e d e r a l  
R e p u b l i c  o f  Germany, t h e  P o r t u g u e s e  c o l o n i a l i s t s  o r  
t h e  r a d i c a l i s t s  o f  S o u th  A f r i c a . 186

B r e z h n e v ' s  a t t a c k  may c o n t a i n  some e x a g g e r a t i o n s ,  he d i d  p o i n t

o u t  Communist C h i n a ' s  f i e r c e  and i r r e t r i e v a b l e  a n t i - S o v i e t

p o s i t i o n s .

B e s i d e s  m i l i t a n t  a n t i - S o v i e t  r e v i s i o n i s m ,  Communist 

C h i n a ' s  s u p p o r t  o f  armed r e v o l t  a g a i n s t  t h e  g o v e rn m e n ts  o f  

I n d i a ,  I n d o n e s i a ,  M a la y s ia  a n d  T h a i l a n d ,  and  o f  some b l a c k

1 QZ
Quoted f rom  t h e  C h in a  Q u a r t e r l y , No. 53 ( J a n u a r y -  

March,  1 9 7 3 ) ,  PP- 202-203 .
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p e o p l e ' s  g u e r r i l l a  w a r f a r e  i n  A f r i c a  showed l i t t l e  s i g n s  o f
187b e i n g  s l a c k e n e d .  The m id d le  E a s t  p ro b le m s  and  t h e  Vietnam 

War were  s t i l l  Communist C h i n a ' s  f a v o r i t e  t o p i c s  i n  i t s  advo­

cacy  o f  p e o p l e ' s  war  and  World r e v o l u t i o n  a g a i n s t  b o t h

i m p e r i a l i s m  and  r e v i s i o n i s m .  I t s  c o n f l i c t s  w i t h  t h e  U n i t e d
188S t a t e s  i n  many i m p o r t a n t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p ro b le m s  c o n t i n u e d .

Thus,  t h e s e  v a r i e d  e x p r e s s i o n s  o f  m o d e r a t i o n  and 

m i l i t a n c y  i n  i t s  f o r e i g n  a c t i v i t i e s  d u r i n g  t h e  p o s t  G re a t  

P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  p e r i o d  seemed t o  h a ve  on ly  

s l i g h t  i n f l u e n c e  on Communist C h i n a ' s  b a s i c  f o r e i g n  o b j e c t i v e s .  

I t s  a n t i - U . S .  i m p e r i a l i s m  and a n t i - S o v i e t  r e v i s i o n i s m  o r i e n ­

t a t i o n  had re m a in e d  w ithout  f u n d a m e n ta l  c h an g e ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  

q u i c k  S in o -U .S .  r a p p r o a c h m e n t .  T h is  o b s e r v a t i o n  c o u l d  be 

e v id e n c e d  by Communist C h i n a ' s  r e p e a t e d  r e a s s e r t i o n  o f  t h e  

i n t e r m e d i a t e  zone t h e o r y  b e f o r e  and a f t e r  P r e s i d e n t  N i x o n ' s
189t o u r  o f  P e k i n g .  Communist China  seemed t o  h a v e  b e e n  f u l l y

aware  t h a t  t h e  d e e p e s t  and e s s e n t i a l  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  i n  modern

^ ^ ^ The ï^w  York T im e s , November 8, 1970 ,  p .  6 ( E ) ;
The W ash in g to n  P o s t ,  F e b r u a r y , 26, 1971,  P- 23»

^ For  exam ple ,  s e e  Chou E n - l a i ,  " P o l i t i c a l  R e p o r t  to  
T en th  P a r t y  C o n g r e s s , "  i n  The China  Q u a r t e r l y , No. 56  ( O c to b e r -  
December 1 9 7 3 ) ,  PP- 811-812;  "Medium-Sized and  Sm al l  N a t io n s  
U n i t e d  to  Oppose Two S u p e r  Powers Hegemony," P e k i n g  Review,
No. 4. ( 1 9 7 2 ) ,  p p .  1 4 - 1 6 .

^ ^ ^ " U n i t e d  t o  Win S t i l l  G r e a t e r  V i c t o r i e s , "  P e k in g  
R e v ie w , No. 1 ( J a n u a r y  7,  1 9 7 2 ) ,  p p .  8 -9 ;  " S t r i v e  f o r  New 
V i c t o r i e s , "  P e k i n g  R e v ie w , No. 4o (O c to b e r  6,  1 9 7 2 ) ,  pp.
9 -1 1 ;  "On S t u d y i n g  Some H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l - L i b e r a t i o n  
Movement," P e k in g  R ev iew , No. 45 (November 1 0 ,  1 9 7 2 ) ,  p .  8 
See a l s o  i b i d . , and C h a p t e r  I I .
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w o r ld  p o l i t i c s  were  and w i l l  c o n t i n u e  to  be  t h e  c o n t r a d i c -

190t i o n s  b e tw een  t h e  two s u p e r  p ow ers ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e i r  

m u tu a l  t h r e a t  to  each  o t h e r ' s  n a t i o n a l  s e c u r i t y  i n  a  m i l i t a r y  

s e n s e .  Knowing i t s  m i l i t a r i l y  and e c o n o m ic a l l y  r e g i o n a l  

power s t a t u s ,  Communist C h in a  was e q u a l l y  aware  t h a t  i t s  

p o s i t i o n  among t h e  s u p e r  p o w e rs '  s c r a m b l e s  c o u ld  be o n ly  

c o u n te d  a s  a  n e g a t i v e  f o r c e .  T h is  meant t h a t ,  a l t h o u g h  i t s  

d e f e n s i v e  a b i l i t y  p l u s  i t s  huge t e r r i t o r y  and  p o p u l a t i o n  made 

t h e  s u p e r  p o w ers ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  S o v i e t  U n ion ,  r e l u c t a n t  to  

r i s k  heavy  c o s t s  f o r  l a u n c h i n g  an  i n v a s i o n ,  i t s  o f f e n s i v e  

s t r e n g t h  i n  e v e r y  a s p e c t  c o u l d  n o t  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  become a 

p o s i t i v e  and  m a jo r  t h r e a t  to  any o f  t h e  two s u p e r  po w e rs ,  

u n l e s s  i t  s h o u ld  fo rm  a  c l o s e  a l l i a n c e  w i t h  one a g a i n s t  t h e  

o t h e r ,  a s  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  " l e a n  t o  one s i d e . "  However, a  

c l o s e  a l l i a n c e  w i t h  e i t h e r  one ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  r e s u l t i n g  

i n f l u e n c e  on i t s  p o w e r - s t r u g g l e - l a d e n  d o m e s t i c  p o l i t i c s ,  

would i n e v i t a b l y  f u r t h e r  a n t a g o n i z e  and  p ro v o k e  t h e  o t h e r ,  

damage i t s  e s t a b l i s h e d  image a s  t h e  cham pion  o f  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  

f o r c e s ,  and l i m i t  i t s  f r ee d o m  of  m aneuver  i n  w o r ld  p o l i t i c s .  

These  c o n s e q u e n c e s  were  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  d e s i r a b l e .  T h is  i s  

p r o b a b l y  t h e  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  why Communist C h i n a ' s  r e l a t i o n s  

w i t h  t h e  two s u p e r  pow ers  d u r i n g  t h e  p o s t - G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  

C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  p e r i o d  was c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by t h e  s t r a n g e  

c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  c o n f l i c t  an d  r e l a x a t i o n .  Thus i t  seems o b v io u s

19°]bid.
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191t h a t  t h e  i n t e r m e d i a t e  zone t h e o r y  o r  t h e  t h r e e - w o r l d  d o c t r i n e

w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  be  t a k e n  a s  t h e  b a s i c  g u i d e l i n e  o f  Communist

C h i n a ' s  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y .  Communist China  w i l l  s t r i v e  t o  u n i t e

a l l  d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r i e s  a s  w e l l  a s  W e s te rn  m id d le  pow ers ,

e i t h e r  i n  t h e  form o f  p e a c e f u l  c o e x i s t e n c e  o r  t h r o u g h  t h e

s u p p o r t  o f  p e o p l e ' s  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  o r d e r  t o  compete  w i t h  t h e

t h e  two s u p e r - p o w e r s  f o r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  i n f l u e n c e .  The Red

Guards d ip lo m a cy  m ig h t  n o t  a p p e a r  a g a i n .  I t s  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h

t h e  two s u p e r  powers  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  be a  d e l i c a t e  b a l a n c e

o f  what Thomas C. S h e l l i n g  c a l l e d  " p r e c a r i o u s  p a r t n e r s h i p "
1 9 2and " i n c o m p l e t e  a n t a g o n i s m . "  I t  may p r e f e r  some l i m i t e d  

r e l a x a t i o n  w i t h  one o r  b o t h  a t  t im e s  o u t  o f  e x p e d ie n c y ,  b u t  

i t  w i l l  be r e l u c t a n t  to  r e l a t e  so c l o s e l y  t o  e i t h e r  one t h a t  

s e r i o u s  s u s p i c i o n  and m a l a i s e  would be  i n c i t e d  i n  t h e  o t h e r .

Any s u p e r  power t h a t  w a n t s  t o  c o u r t  Communist C h i n a ' s  c l o s e  

f r i e n d s h i p  i n  o r d e r  t o  b a l a n c e  t h e  o t h e r ,  even  w i t h  t h e  

s a c r i f i c e  o f  some f u n d a m e n ta l  i n t e r e s t ,  a p p e a r s  t o  have  l i t t l e  

chance  to  be  s u c c e s f u l .

^ The T h ree -W o r ld  d o c t r i n e  was f i r s t  a d v o c a t e d  by 
Teng H s i a o - P i n g  i n  h i s  s p e e c h  t o  t h e  S p e c i a l  S e s s i o n  o f  t h e  
U.N. G e n e r a l  Assembly on A p r i l  10 ,  1974 .  F u l l  T ex t  i n  P e k i n g 
Rev iew , s p e c i a l  su p p le m e n t  to  No. 15 ( A p r i l  1 2 ,  197 4 ) ;  f o r  
l a t e r  d e v e lo p m e n ts  s e e  "Chou E n - l a i ' s  R e p o r t  on  Work o f  t h e  
Government ,"  P e k i n g  R ev ie w , No. 4 ( J a n u a r y  24 ,  1 9 7 5 ) .  PP* 21- 
25; see  a l s o  " E a r t h - S h a k i n g  S t r u g g l e , "  P e k i n g  R ev iew . No. 1 
( J a n u a r y  10 ,  1 9 7 5 ) .  PP* 23-25* I n  e s s e n c e ,  t h e  T h ree -W o r ld  
d o c t r i n e  was d e v e lo p e d  from t h e  i n t e r m e d i a t e  zone t h e o r y .

^^^Thomas C. S c h e l l i n g ,  The S t r a t e g y  o f  C o n f l i c t  
(New York: O xford  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  19^3) . P* 15 *



CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION

Throughout  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  

t h e  f r e n z i e d  i n s t i g a t i o n  o f  mass movements,  t h e  b lo o d y  power 

s t r u g g l e ,  t h e  e x c e s s i v e  p r o p a g a t i o n  o f  Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  t h o u g h t ,  

t h e  h y s t e r i c  h a t r e d  o f  i m p e r i a l i s m  and r e v i s i o n i s m ,  and p r o ­

v o c a t i v e  advocacy  o f  p e o p l e ' s  armed r e v o u l t i o n  b r o u g h t  to  

Communist China  n o t  o n ly  n a t i o n w i d e  d o m e s t i c  t u r b u l e n c e  b u t  

a l s o  w or ldw ide  f o r e i g n  c o n f l i c t s .  Why d i d  t h i n g s  happen  t h i s  

way? I n  summary, t h e  answ er  can  be  t r a c e d  b o t h  t o  t h e  n a t u r e  

o f  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  and t o  t h e  p r o c e s s  

o f  p o w e r f u l  s t r u g g l e .

Domestic  C o n v u l s io n  l e a d s  t o  F o r e i g n  C o n f l i c t

I n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  

C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n ,  i t s  i n h e r e n t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s  

were  c e r t a i n  t o  l e a d  to  f o r e i g n  c o n f l i c t s .  T h is  can  be shown 

from t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p o i n t s :

The f i r s t  i s  t h e  s p i l l o v e r  o f  i d e o l o g i c a l  s t r u g g l e .

The G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  i s  by n a t u r e  an  

i n t r a - p a r t y  power s t r u g g l e  i n  t h e  form  o f  a  d i r e c t e d  mass
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movement. And t h e  u n iq u e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h i s  power 

s t r u g g l e  a r e  marked by a  l a r g e  s c a l e  " r e v e r s e d  p u rge"  w h e re in  

a  m i n o r i t y  f a c t i o n  o f  i d e o l o g i c a l  p ro m in en ce  u n d e r  t h e  l e a d e r ­

s h i p  o f  Mao T s e - t u n g  a t t e m p t e d  t o  s e i z e  power f rom t h e  m a j o r i t y  

i n  a u t h o r i t y .  I n  t h e s e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  a  c o r r o l a r y  i s  t h e  u n d e r ­

dog m i n o r i t y ' s  " e v a n g e l i z a t i o n "  o f  a n  i d e a l i s t i c  v i s i o n  f o r  

fo m e n t in g  mass f r e n z e  t o  u p s e t  t h e  s t a t u s  quo and t h e n  t o  f o r c e  

t h e i r  m a j o r i t y  o p p o n e n ts  a t  b a y .  Thus ,  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  G re a t  

P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  s t i r  up masses  

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  f e r v o r ,  t o  r a t i o n a l i z e  n a t i o n w i d e  t u r b u l e n t  power 

s t r u g g l e ,  and t o  l e g i t i m i z e  M ao 's  r e t u r n  t o  power ,  t h e  r e a s s e r ­

t i o n  o f  i d e o l o g i c a l  p u r i t y  and  t h e  p r o p a g a t i o n  o f  Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  

t h o u g h t  had  become t h e  f o r e m o s t  m i s s i o n s .  I n  an  t o t a l i t a r i a n  

p o l i t i c a l  sy s tem ,  t h e  i d e o l o g y  i s  u s u a l l y  t h e  s o l e  s o u r c e  o f  

l e g i t i m a c y  o f  r u l e  and c o n f l i c t  a b o u t  i t  i s  o f t e n  a l l - e n c o m p a s s ­

i n g ,  e x c e s s i v e  and  i r r e c o n c i l a b l e .  C o n d i t i o n e d  by Communist 

C h i n a ' s  h a b i t u a l l y  s e l f - a s s e r t e d  r o l e  i n  t h e  w o r ld  communist 

movement, t h e  s p i l l o v e r  o f  t h i s  f i e r c e  i d e o l o g i c a l  s t r u g g l e  to  

f o r e i g n  a f f a i r s  a p p e a r s  t o  be  an  i n e v i t a b l e  d e v e lo p m e n t .  D e s p i t e  

C h iang  C h i n g ' s  c o n f e s s i o n  t h a t  " i d e o l o g i c a l  s t r u g g l e  i s  on ly  a 

s m o k e - s c r e e n  o f  p e r s o n a l  a n i m o s i t y , "  i t  d i d  p l a y  a  p r e d o m in a n t  

r o l e  i n  j u s t i f y i n g  M ao 's  u n p r e c e d e n t e d  " r e v e r s e d  p u rg e"  and 

c o n t r i b u t e  a m ajo r  p a r t  to  Communist C h i n a ' s  f o r e i g n  c o n f l i c t .

^Roxanes W itk e ,  "Comrade C h ian g  Ching  T e l l s  H er  S t o r y , "  
Time Magazine  (March 21, 1 9 7 7 ) ,  p .  59
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I n  many c a s e s ,  i n  i t s  f o r e i g n  a c t i v i t i e s ,  Communist C h ina  

a p p e a r e d  w i l l i n g  to  s a c r i f i c e  e v e r y t h i n g  j u s t  f o r  a  p r o p a ­

g a t i o n  o f  Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  t h o u g h t .

The se co n d  p o i n t  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n ' s  

f o r e i g n  c o n f l i c t  n a t u r e  r e l a t e s  t o  M ao 's  t a c t i c s  a g a i n s t  h i s  

o p p o n e n t s .  Mao was f u l l y  aware  t h a t  to  combat t h e  a l l e g e d  

r e v i s i o n i s t s ,  whose p r a g m a t i c  p o l i c i e s  had  c o n t r i b u t e d  g r e a t l y  

t o  t h e  r e c o v e r y  f rom  t h e  c a l a m i t i e s  o f  h i s  r a d i c a l  economic 

p l a n s  i n  t h e  l a t e  1 9 5 0 ' s ,  s im p ly  w i t h  d o m es t ic  i s s u e s  would 

b e  doomed t o  f a i l u r e .  T h e r e f o r e ,  Mao sh re w d ly  m eneuvered  t h e  

d o m e s t i c  power s t r u g g l e  i n t o  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  i n  a 

r o u n d a b o u t  way. I n  f o m e n t i n g  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  

R e v o l u t i o n ,  Mao d e l i b e r a t e l y  r e l a t e d  h i s  o p p o n e n ts  t o  d e s i g n a t e d  

f o r e i g n  e n e m ie s .  So t h e  " C h in e s e  Khrushchev"  and t h e  " c a p i t a l ­

i s t  r e a d e r s  i n  a u t h o r i t y "  became t h e  s t a n d a r d  a c c u s a t i o n  a g a i n s t  

h i s  d i s f a v o r e d  o l d  c o m ra d e s .  F u r th e r m o r e ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  r e i n f o r c e  

t h e  a n i m o s i t y  and  t o  s t i m u l a t e  t h e  mass f e r v o r  a g a i n s t  Mao 's  

o p p o n e n t s ,  a  f r e n z i e d  h a t r e d  campaign  a g a i n s t  S o v i e t  R e v i s io n i s m  

and  U .S .  i m p e r i a l i s m  was c a r r i e d  on a lo n g  w i t h  t h e  t u m u l t u o u s  

mass movements t h r o u g h o u t . t h e  G re a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  Revo­

l u t i o n ,  and  numerous f o r e i g n  c o n f l i c t s  i n e v i t a b l y  e n su ed .

The t h i r d  p o i n t  r e l a t e s  t o  t h e  r e p e r c u s i o n s  o f  t h e  mass 

movement i t s e l f .  When Mao was d e te r m i n e d  t o  l a u n c h  h i s  l a r g e  

s c a l e  p u r g e ,  he  k e e n l y  u n d e r s t o o d  t h a t  t h e  w i d e s p r e a d  mass 

g r i e v a n c e s  and f e e l i n g s  a g a i n s t  t h e  s t a t u s  quo ,  w hich  were  

g e n e r a t e d  from t h e  l o n g  communist  t o t a l i t a r i a n  r u l e  and  s u c c e s s i v e
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r a d i c a l  r e f o r m s ,  c o u ld  be e x p l o i t e d  a s  e f f e c t i v e  weapons 

a g a i n s t  h i s  o p p o n e n ts  i n  a u t h o r i t y .  U nder  t h e  t h r i l l i n g  p r o p a ­

ganda  o f  t h e  g l o r i o u s ,  p r o s p e r o u s  and  p a r a d i s e - l i k e  f u t u r e  o f  

C hina  b a s e d  on t h e  M ao is t  v i s i o n  and  f i e r c e  h a t r e d  o f  i m p e r i a l ­

i sm  and  r e v i s i o n i s m ,  Mao d i d  s u c c e s s f u l l y  m o b i l i z e  t h e  m asses  

and  s t i r  up t h e i r  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  f e r v o r  and  t e m p o r a r i l y  d e f e a t  

h i s  m a jo r  o p p o n e n t s .  For  e x a m p le , numerous mass a n t i - t h i s  o r  

s u p p o r t - t h a t  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  o f t e n  b r o u g h t  o u t  m i l l i o n s  o f  

p a r t i c i p a n t s .  D e m o n s t r a t io n s  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  F r e n c h  s t u d e n t  

r i o t  were  s t a g e d  w i t h  o v e r  t w e n ty  m i l l i o n  p e o p l e ,  and  t h e  

f i e r c e s t  a n t i - S o v i e t  " i n v a s i o n "  o f  Chenpao I s l a n d  a l l e g e d l y  

i n c r e a s e d  t h e  number o f  p a r t i c i p a n t s  t o  260 m i l l i o n .  However,  

t h e  m asses  a r e  o f t e n  " e x t r e m i s t ,  i n t o l e r a n t  and  v i o l e n c e - p r o n e . " '  

Once t h e i r  e m o t io n  i s  s t i r r e d  up ,  t h e  v i o l e n c e  e n s u e s .  Most o f  

t h e  d i s t r e s s f u l  d i p l o m a t i c  i n c i d e n t s ,  such  a s  b e a t i n g  o f  f o r e i g n  

d i p l o m a t s ,  sm ash ing  o f  f o r e i g n  e m b a s s i e s ,  and  b u r n i n g  o f  f o r e i g n  

d i p l o m a t i c  b u i l d i n g s ,  c o u ld  be  t r a c e d  t o  t h e  e x t r e m i t i e s  o f  t h e  

mass v i o l e n c e s .  T h ese ,  t o  be f a i r ,  m ig h t  n o t  h a ve  b e e n  w h o l ly  

i n t e n d e d  by t h e  M a o is t  l e a d e r s h i p .  However, t o  fom en t  s t i l l  

h i g h e r  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s p i r i t  f o r  t h e  combat o f  d o m e s t i c  r e v i s i o n ­

i s t  e n e m ie s ,  t h e  M a o i s t s  c o u ld  n o t  b u t  r e n d e r  s u p p o r t  t o  t h e s e  

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  a c t i o n s .  Thus t h e  f o r e i g n  c o n f l i c t s  mounted.

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  i n h e r e n t  f o r e i g n  c o n f l i c t  n a t u r e  

o f  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n ,  t h e  p r o c e s s e s

2
Thomas R. Dye and L. Harmon Z e i g l e r ,  The I r o n y  o f  

D em ocracy , t h i r d  ed .  (Be lm ont ,  C a l i f o r n i a :  Wadsworth P u b l i s h ­
ing Company, 1975).PP- I66-I6 7 .
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o f  t h e  t u r b u l e n t  d o m e s t i c  power s t r u g g l e  had  a l s o  c o n t r i b u t e d  

t o  most  o f  t h e  f o r e i g n  c o n f l i c t s .  As T ab le  5 i n d i c a t e s  t h r o u g h ­

o u t  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n ,  t h e r e  i s  a n  

o b v io u s  p a r a l l e l  b e tw ee n  t h e  ebb and  f lo w  o f  t h e  r a d i c a l s '  

s e i z u r e  o f  power and  f o r e i g n  c o n f l i c t s .  When t h e  r a d i c a l s '  

s e i z u r e  o f  power r a n  amok, t h e  f o r e i g n  c o n f l i c t s  mounted;  when 

t h e  r a d i c a l s  were  c h e c k e d  o r  p u r g e d ,  t h e  f o r e i g n  c o n f l i c t s  

somewhat a b a t e d .  T h i s  p a r a l l e l  may n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  mean t h a t  

t h e r e  were f u n d a m e n ta l  c h an g e s  i n  Communist C h i n a ' s  f o r e i g n  

p o l i c i e s .  I t  does  r e v e a l  t h e  f a c t  t h a t ,  f o r  t h e  most  p a r t .  

Communist C h i n a ' s  f o r e i g n  c o n f l i c t s  stemmed f rom  i t s  do m es t ic  

c o n v u l s i o n .  T h is  o b s e r v a t i o n  can  be  v i v i d l y  i l l u s t r a t e d  by 

t h e  t u g - o f - w a r - l i k e  power s t r u g g l e  b e tw een  t h e  r a d i c a l s  and 

t h e  b u r e a u c r a t s  i n  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s .

I t  i s  w e l l  known t h a t ,  s i n c e  t h e  v e r y  i n c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  

C h in ese  Communist r e g im e ,  Chou E n - l a i  had  a lw ay s  b e e n  t h e  c e n t r a l  

f i g u r e  i n  s h a p i n g  and  c o n d u c t i n g  o f  Communist C h i n a ' s  f o r e i g n  

p o l i c y ,  d e s p i t e  h i s  c l o s e  f r i e n d  Chen Yi b e i n g  t h e  F o r e i g n  m i n i s t ­

e r  a t  t h e  t i m e .  Thus,  t h e  c r i t i c i s m  o f  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r e i g n  

p o l i c i e s  was a n  o b v io u s  d e t r i m e n t  t o  C h o u 's  p r e s t i g e ,  o r  c a n  be 

v iewed a s  a t t a c k s  on Chou d i r e c t l y .  T h e r e f o r e ,  when t h e  r a d i c a l s  

were  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  t a k e  o v e r  t h e  S t a t e  C o u n c i l  and Chou E n - l a i ' s  

P r e m i e r s h i p ,  t h e y  had  p a i d  much g r e a t e r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  s t r u g g l e  

a g a i n s t  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s ,  and t h e  s e i z u r e  o f  power 

t h e r e  a p p e a r e d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  f i e r c e  and t e n a c i o u s .  I n  l a t e  J u l y  

and e a r l y  August  o f  19&7, when th e  r a d i c a l s  g o t  h o l d  o f  t h e



TABLE 5
EBB AND FLOW BETWEEN DOMESTIC CONVULSION AND FOREIGN CONFLICT

P e r i o d M ajo r  D om est ic  C o n f l i c t s M ajo r  F o r e i g n  C o n f l i c t s

I n i t i a l  S ta g e  
o f  Red Guards  
A ug .-D ec .  66

J a n u a r y  S torm 
J a n . - M id  Feb.  67

F e b . A dverse  
C u r r e n t  
Mid F e b . -  
Mid Mar. 67

R i s e  o f  May I 6 
Group
Mid M ar.-Mid 
Aug. 67

P u r g e  o f  May 16  
G ro u p . L a t e  Aug. 
67 - L a t e  Mar. 68

D e n u n c i a t i o n  o f  
R i g h t i s t  R e v e r s a l  
o f  V e r d i c t .
A p r . -A u g .  68

E n d in g  o f  GPCR 
S e p t . 68-  
A p r . 69

D e s t r o y  F o u r  O ld s .  
S t r u g g l e  b e tw e e n  M a o i s t s  
and  A n t i - M a o i s t s .

O v e r a l l  s e i z u r e  o f  power. 
Power s t r u g g l e  i n  FAM.

R a d i c a l s  power s t r u g g l e  
f r u s t r a t e d .

R a d i c a l s  c o n t r o l  o f  FAM. 
Bloody mass f i g h t i n g s .  
Wuhan m i l i t a r y  m u t in y .

R a d i c a l s  s e i z u r e  o f  power 
a t  t h e  c e n t e r  c o m p l e t e l y  
f r u s t r a t e d .
B u r e a u c r a t s  g o t  a s c e n d a n c y

F i e r c e  power s t r u g g l e  i n  
l o c a l  l e v e l .
Bloody mass f i g h t i n g s .

D isband  o f  Red G uards .  
1 2 t h  P a r t y  Plenum.
9 t h e  P a r t y  C o n g r e s s .

A n t i - f o r e i g n i s m
A n t i - S o v i e t  r e v i s i o n i s t  D e m o n s t r a t i o n s .  
Macao i n c i d e n t s .

T h ree  week A n t i - S o v i e t  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s .  
C o n f l i c t  w i t h  I n d i a .
C o n f l i c t  w i t h  a l l  u n f r i e n d l y  Communist 
C o u n t r i e s .
A n t i - S o v i e t  r e v i s i o n i s t  a b r o a d - c o n f l i c t  
w i t h  F r a n c e ,  I r a q ,  A l g e r i a .

A n t i - S o v i e t  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  e n d ed .  
F o r e i g n  i n c i d e n t s  r e d u c e d .

O v e r a l l  f o r e i g n  c o n f l i c t s .
B r i t i s h  l e g a t i o n  was b u r n t  and  S o v i e t  
C o n s u l a t e  smashed i n  A u g u s t .

Chou i s s u e d  o r d e r  t o  f o r b i d  a t t a c k s  on 
f o r e i g n  d i p l o m a t s .
F o r e i g n  i n c i d e n t s  d r o p p e d .

S u p p o r t  o f  w o r ld  mass s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  
o p p r e s s i o n  w i t h o u t  h a r a s s m e n t  o f  
f o r e i g n  d i p l o m a t s .

S i n o - B o r d e r  War i n  March 19&9.
S t r e s s  on p e a c e f u l  c o e x i s t e n c e .

tooos
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M i n i s t r y ,  t h e y ,  i n  c o n c e r t  w i t h  t h e  n a t i o n w i d e  power s e i z u r e  

campaign,  a c t u a l l y  p e r p e t r a t e d  w i t h  t h e i r  new power p o s i t i o n  

and  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  f e r v o r  w o r ld w id e  f o r e i g n  i n c i d e n t s  i n  o r d e r  

t o  s t i r  up t h e  mass f i g h t i n g  s p i r i t  s t i l l  h i g h e r ,  t o  u p s e t  t h e  

s t a t u s  quo ,  t o  h u m i l i a t e  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  b u r e a u c r a c y ,  and f i n a l l y ,  

t o  t a k e  o v e r  t h e  whole  S t a t e  C o u n c i l .  P r o b a b l y  t h e  r a d i c a l s  

s e i z u r e  o f  power went  to o  f a r  and  t h e i r  doom was t h u s  s e a l e d .

The purge  o f  t h e  May l 6  Group f i n a l l y  b r o u g h t  t h e  b u r e a u c r a t s  

t o  power a g a i n  and  t h e  r a d i c a l s '  s e i z u r e  o f  power a t  t h e  c e n t r a l  

l e v e l  a t  l a s t  was c o m p l e t e l y  f r u s t r a t e d ,  and d i s t r e s s f u l  f o r e i g n  

i n c i d e n t s  c o n s e q u e n t l y  a b a t e d .  The l a t e r  " D e n u n c i a t i o n  o f  t h e  

R i g h t i s t  R e v e r s a l  o f  V e r d i c t "  was l a r g e l y  a  power s t r u g g l e  a t  

t h e  l o c a l  l e v e l  and t h e  s i m u l t a n e o u s  " S u p p o r t  o f  World Mass 

S t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  O p p r e s s io n "  was managed w i t h  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  f e w e r  

f o r e i g n  i n c i d e n t s ,  th o ug h  b o t h  were  a s  f i e r c e  and p r o v o c a t i v e  

a s  b e f o r e .

From t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o lu ­

t i o n  to  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  o f  power s t r u g g l e ,  i t  a p p e a r s  o b v io u s  t h a t  

t h e r e  a r e  c l o s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b e tw een  Communist C h i n a ' s  D om est ic  

c o n v u l s i o n  and f o r e i g n  c o n f l i c t s .  Throughou t  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e ­

t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  Mao seemed w i l l i n g  t o  c r e a t e  a s  many 

f o r e i g n  i n c i d e n t s  a s  p o s s i b l e  e i t h e r  t o  m o b i l i z e  p u b l i c  s u p p o r t  

o f  h i s  r e t u r n  t o  power o r  t o  j u s t i f y  h i s  o p p r e s s i v e  and  tu m u l ­

tu o u s  m easu re s  a g a i n s t  h i s  o p p o n e n t s .  The d o m e s t i c  c o n v u l s i o n  

l e d  i n e v i t a b l y  t o  f o r e i g n  c o n f l i c t s .
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F o r e i g n  C o n f l i c t  t e n d s  t o  be P r o v o c a t i v e  

R a th e r  t h a n  A c t u a l  War

Communist C h i n a ' s  d o m e s t i c  c o n v u l s i o n  l e d  t o  f o r e i g n  

c o n f l i c t s ,  h u t  i t s  f o r e i g n  c o n f l i c t s  i n  a  s i t u a t i o n  o f  d o m e s t i c  

c o n v u l s i o n  t e n d e d  t o  be  p r o v o c a t i v e  r a t h e r  t h a n  a c t u a l  war.  

T h ro u g h o u t  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n ,  Communist 

C h in a  had  p r o v o c a t i v e l y  q u a r r e l l e d  w i t h  f i f t y  c o u n t r i e s  b u t  i t  

a lw a y s  s t o p p e d  s h o r t  o f  p r o v o k i n g  any d i r e c t  m i l i t a r y  c o n f r o n ­

t a t i o n s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  w i t h  t h e  two s u p e r  p o w ers .  A c c o r d in g  t o  

Rummel and  W e l k e n f e l d ' s  t h r e e - d i m e n s i o n  model o f  f o r e i g n  c o n f l i c t  

b e h a v i o r ,  a s  i n d i c a t e d  i n  T a b le  3 ,  a l l  o f  t h e s e  f o r e i g n  c o n f l i c t s  

a r e  m a in ly  c e n t e r e d  on t h e i r  " .d ip lo m a t i c "  and " b e l l i g e r a n c y "  

d i m e n s i o n s  and w i t h  p a r t i c u l a r l y  r e m a r k a b l e  f r e q u e n c y  and v i o l e n c e  

on t h e  l a t e r .  I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e  M a o i s t s  were  n e v e r  r e l u c t a n t  

t o  se n d  a  s t r o n g  p r o t e s t ,  t o  i t e r a t e  a  venomous a c c u s a t i o n ,  o r  

t o  s t a g e  a  v o c i f e r o u s  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  a g a i n s t  a  c o u n t r y  o r  a  f o r e i g n  

l e a d e r  t h a t  showed some s i g n s  o f  i n s u l t  o r  r e p u g n a n c e  a t  Mao o r  

a t  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n .  Among t h e s e  numer­

ous  f o r e i g n  c o n f l i c t s ,  l i m i t e d  w a r  i s  a l s o  a  n o t a b l e  phenomena.

The S i n o - S o v i e t  March 19&9 B o r d e r  War i s  g e n e r a l l y  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  

Communist C h i n a ' s  i n i t i a t i o n .  But  t h e  War p ro v o k e d  a t  t h e  end 

o f  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n  when Mao h a d  a l r e a d y  s e i z e d  t h e  s t a t e  power,  

and  was p l o t t e d  l a r g e l y  t o  c r e a t e  a  s e n s e  o f  t h r e a t  f o r  c o n s o l i ­

d a t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  a f t e r m a t h  o f  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  

w ar  was f o u g h t  by t r o o p s  m o s t l y  u n d e r  t h e  c am o u f la g e  o f  m i l i t i a
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and t h e r e  were few s i g n s  o f  a c t u a l  m i l i t a r y  m o b i l i z a t i o n  o r  

t r o o p  movements t h a t  i m p l i e d  i n t e n t i o n s  to  s u p p o r t  a  l a r g e  

s c a l e  w ar .  T h is  p r o v o c a t i v e  r a t h e r  t h a n  a c t u a l  war t e n d e n c y  

c an  a l s o  be  i l l u s t r a t e d  by i t s  a t t i t u d e s  t o w a rd  t h e  Vietnam 

War which a c t u a l l y  t h r e a t e n e d  i t s  n a t i o n a l  s e c u r i t y  and w o r ld  

p r e s t i g e .  However,  tho u g h  i t  h a d  h a b i t u a l l y  e x p r e s s e d  i t s  

f i r m  s u p p o r t ,  i t  c a u t i o u s l y  a v o i d e d  s u b s t a n t i a l  i n v o lv e m e n t  

t h a t  m ig h t  p rovo k e  a  d i r e c t  m i l i t a r y  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  

most f e r o c i o u s  enemy i n  t h e  w o r l d ,  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  These 

c o n t r a s t i n g  phenomena a p p e a r  s t r a n g e  b u t  a r e  t h e  u n iq u e  c h a r a c ­

t e r i s t i c s  o f  Communist C h i n a ' s  f o r e i g n  c o n f l i c t  b e h a v i o r  i n  a 

s i t u a t i o n  o f  d o m e s t ic  c o n v u l s i o n .  I t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  f o r e i g n  

c o n f l i c t  i s  e x p l o i t e d  o n ly  f o r  i t s  sy m b o l ic  v a l u e  i n  t h e  

s e r v i c e  o f  s o l v i n g  d o m e s t ic  p ro b le m s  an d  n o t  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  

a r e  some v i t a l  n a t i o n a l  i n t e r e s t s  i n v o l v e d .  Most o f  t h e  t im e ,  

i t  i s  w i l l i n g  t o  p ro v o k e  f o r e i g n  i n c i d e n t s  a t  t h e  e x p en se  o f  

b a s i c  n a t i o n a l  i n t e r e s t s  w i t h o u t  r e l u c t a n c e  j u s t  f o r  s u p p r e s ­

s i n g  d o m e s t i c  e n em ie s .

A G e n e r a l i z a t i o n ;  D om est ic  C o n v u l s io n  

and F o r e i g n  C o n f l i c t  B e h a v i o r

The t r a d i t i o n a l  s c h o l a r l y  g e n e r a l  a s s u m p t io n  i n  

f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  a n a l y s i s  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  a  n a t i o n  e x p e r i e n c i n g  

i n t e r n a l  d i s o r d e r  w i l l  t e n d  t o  engage  i n  e x t e r n a l  c o n f l i c t  

e i t h e r  t o  d i v e r t  p e o p l e ' s  a t t e n t i o n  from s e r i o u s  p ro b le m s  o r  

t o  j u s t i f y  r e p r e s s i v e  g o v e rn m e n ta l  m e a su re s  a g a i n s t  d o m e s t ic
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o p p o n e n ts .  The f a c t s  o f  Communist C h i n a ' s  i n t e r n a l  and 

e x t e r n a l  c o n f l i c t  b e h a v i o r  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  

C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  s t r o n g l y  c o n f i r m  t h i s  o b s e r v a t i o n .  The 

p r o v o c a t i v e ,  t u m u l t u o u s  w o r ld w id e  f o r e i g n  c o n f l i c t  b e h a v i o r  

a p p e a r s  t o  have  no o t h e r  e x p l a n a t i o n .  More s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  

J o n a th a n  W i l k e n f e l d  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  f o r  c e n t r a l  s t a t e s ,  domes­

t i c  " t u r m o i l "  c o r r e l a t e s  w i t h  t h e  f o r e i g n  c o n f l i c t  f a c t o r s  

" w a r , "  " d i p l o m a t i c  " a n d " b e l l i g e r a n c y ; " and " i n t e r n a l  war" 

i s  r e l a t e d  t o  "War."  A l th o u g h  t h e  s o u r c e s  o f  d o m e s t ic  c o n f l i c t  

o f  t h e  G re a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  do n o t  c o r r e s p o n d  

t o  what W i l k e n f e l d ' s  d o m e s t i c  c o n f l i c t  i n d i c a t o r s  r e p r e s e n t ,  

t h e  h a p p e n in g s  do s u p p o r t  h i s  f i r s t  f i n d i n g s .  A c t u a l l y ,

M ichae l  S u l l i v a n ' s  s u g g e s t i o n  a p p e a r s  more s u i t a b l e  t o  d e s ­

c r i b e  a  n a t i o n ' s  c o n f l i c t  b e h a v i o r  w h i l e  i n  a  s i t u a t i o n  o f  

dom es t ic  c r i s i s .  He s a y s ;

. . .  t h e  t y p e  o f  f o r e i g n  c o n f l i c t  most  c o n s i s t e n t l y  
l i n k e d  t o  i n t e r n a l  d i s r u p t i o n  was e i t h e r  v e r b a l  o r  
low l e v e l  p h y s i c a l  c o n f l i c t ;  i n  no i n s t a n c e  was war ,  
w a r l i k e  a c t s ,  o r  s e r i o u s  p h y s i c a l  v i o l e n c e  r e l a t e d  
t o  t h e  i n t e r n a l  s i t u a t i o n . 3

But W i l k e n f e l d ' s  s e co n d  f i n d i n g  t h a t  " i n t e r n a l  war" i s  r e l a t e d

to  "war" n e e d s  f u r t h e r  e x p l a n a t i o n  i n  o r d e r  t o  u n d e r s t a n d

i t s  v a l i d i t y ,  due t o  t h e  u n iq u e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  G re a t

P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n .  W i l k e n f e l d ' s  i n d i c a t o r s

o f  " i n t e r n a l  war" a r e  g e n e r a l l y  t u r b u l e n c e s  w i th  s o u r c e  from

3
See C h a p t e r  I  and  P a t r i c k  J .  McGowan and Howard B 

Sharpino. The C o m p ara t iv e  S tu dy  o f  F o r e i g n  P o l i c y  ( B e v e r ly  
H i l l s ,  C a l i f o r n i a :  Sage P u b l i c a t i o n s ,  1 9 7 3 ) ,  PP- 75-91*
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b e low .  I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  a  governm ent  may wage e x t e r n a l  war 

t o  s u p p r e s s  t h e  o r g a n i z e d  d i s s i d e n t s  a t  home. However, t h e  

d o m e s t ic  c o n f l i c t s  o f  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  

f o r  t h e  most p a r t ,  r e s e m b le  wha t  W i l k e n f e l d ' s  " i n t e r n a l  war" 

v a r i a b l e s  i n d i c a t e ,  b u t  t h e y  a r e  d i f f e r e n t  i n  n a t u r e .  They 

a r e  c o n f l i c t s  among t h e  r u l e r s ,  n o t  b e tw e e n  t h e  r u l e r s  and 

t h e  r u l e d .  Thus,  f rom t h e  c o n f l i c t s  o f  t h e  C u l t u r a l  R evo lu ­

t i o n ,  we may draw t h e s e  v a l i d  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s .

1 . I n  a  t o t a l i t a r i a n  p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m ,  when t h e  i n t r a ­

p a r t y  power s t r u g g l e  o c c u r s ,  e ach  o f  t h e  c o n f l i c t i n g  f a c t i o n s  

p r e f e r s  t o  have f o r e i g n  enem ies  i n  o r d e r  t o  s u p p r e s s  t h e  o t h e r .  

Thus t h e  dominant  f a c t i o n  i n  a u t h o r i t y  p r e f e r s  e x t e r n a l  war

i n  o r d e r  to  f r u s t r a t e  t h e  d i s c o n t e n t e d  u n d e rd o g  f a c t i o n  by 

d i v e r t i n g  th e  n a t i o n ' s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  o u t s i d e  c o n f l i c t .

2. I n  c o n t r a s t ,  t h e  u n d e rd o g  f a c t i o n  p r e f e r s  sym bol ic  

e x t e r n a l  enemies b u t  n o t  war i n  o r d e r  t o  e n c o u r a g e  t h e  m asses  

to  c o n c e n t r a t e  on d o m e s t ic  p r o b le m s  and so p a v e  t h e  way f o r  

t h e  s e i z u r e  o f  power.

These o b s e r v a t i o n s  a r e  s u p p o r t e d  by t h e  L iu -T en g  

f a c t i o n s '  p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  m i l i t a r y  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i n  t h e  In d o -C h in a  War a t  t h e  o u t s e t  o f  t h e  

C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n ,  and by t h e  M a o i s t s '  p r o v o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  

S i n o - S o v i e t  B o r d e r  War a t  t h e  end  o f  t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  

f o r  s u p p r e s s i n g  i n t e r n a l l y  w a r r i n g  f a c t i o n s  when Mao had  

a l r e a d y  s e i z e d  t h e  s t a t e  power .  Though t h e  one f a i l e d  a t  t h e  

o u t s e t  and t h e  o t h e r  s u c c e e d e d ,  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  two i s  t h e



212

same. T h e r e f o r e ,  W i l k e n f e l d ' s  f i n d i n g s  may n o t  be a  s u f f i ­

c i e n t  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  a  t o t a l i t a r i a n  r e g i m e ' s  i n t r a - p a r t y  

c o n f l i c t  and  i t s  f o r e i g n  b e h a v i o r .  I n  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  Quincy 

W r i g h t ' s  g e n e r a l  a s s u m p t io n  seems more c r e d i b l e ;

I n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  b u i l d i n g  p o l i t i c a l  u n i t y ,  a  n a t i o n  
may a c q u i r e  a g g r e s s i v e  t e n d e n c i e s  a s  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  
u s e s  m i l i t a r y  p r e p a r e d n e s s ,  f e a r  o f  i n v a s i o n ,  p r i d e  
i n  n a t i o n a l  p r e s t i g e ,  and e x p a n s i o n i s t  s e n t i m e n t s  t o  
b u i l d  n a t i o n a l  s o l i d a r i t y . 4

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  W i l k e n f e l d ' s  t im e  l a g  t h e o r y  i s  g e n e r a l l y  i r r e ­

l e v a n t  to  t h e  f o r e i g n  c o n f l i c t  b e h a v i o r  o f  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e ­

t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n .  A l l  o f  t h e  c o n f l i c t s ,  b o th  

dom es t ic  and  f o r e i g n ,  h ap p en e d  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y .  The S in o -  

S o v i e t  B o rd e r  War b r o k e  o u t  i n  t h e  c l o s i n g  p hase  o f  th e  

R e v o lu t i o n  and c a n n o t  be v iew ed  a s  a p o s t n a t a l  d e v e lop m en t .

W i l k e n f e l d  a l s o  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  f o r e i g n  c o n f l i c t  b e h a ­

v i o r  v a r i e s  w i th  t h e  ty p e  o f  r e g i m e s .  R. B arry  F a r r e l l  p o i n t s  

o u t  t h a t  t o t a l i t a r i a n  p o l i t i c a l  sy s tem  t e n d s  to  s t r e s s  t h e  

im p o r ta n c e  o f  i d e o l o g y  and t o  be  w i l l i n g  and r e l a t i v e l y  f r e e  

t o  u n d e r t a k e  p r o v o c a t i v e  o r  h i g h - r i s k  p o l i c i e s .  T h is  a p p e a r s  

t o  r e f l e c t  e x a c t l y  t h e  f o r e i g n  c o n f l i c t  b e h a v i o r  o f  Communist 

C h ina  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n .

The f o l l o w i n g  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s  b a s e d  on Communist C h i n a ' s  

f o r e i g n  c o n f l i c t  b e h a v i o r  d u r i n g  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  

R e v o lu t i o n  can  p r o v i d e  more c o n c r e t e  p a t t e r n s  i n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g

Quoted from P a t r i c k  J .  McGowan and Howard B. S h a p i r o ,  
The C om para t ive  S tudy  o f  F o r e i n  P o l i c y  (B e v e r ly  H i l l s ,  
C a l i f o r n i a :  Sage P u b l i c a t i o n s ,  1 9 7 3 ) » P* 8 3 .
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a  t o t a l i t a r i a n  p o l i t i c a l  sy s te m ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  

t o t a l i t a r i a n  r e g i m e ' s  f o r e i g n  c o n f l i c t  b e h a v i o r  w h i l e  i n  t h e  

s i t u a t i o n  o f  d o m e s t i c  c r i s i s .

1 .  I d e o lo g y  p l a y s  a  dom inan t  r o l e  i n  i t s  f o r e i g n  

p o l i c y  d e c i s i o n s .  The r u l i n g  e l i t e s  t e n d  to  p r o j e c t  t h e i r  

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  i d e a l s  a b ro a d  i n  o r d e r  t o  e l e v a t e  t h e i r  a u t h o ­

r i t y  i n t e r n a l l y ;  and  t h e y  t e n d  t o  d i s t o r t  t h e  d e f e c t s  o f  

t h e i r  i d e o l o g i c a l  enem ies  and to  e x a g g e r a t e  t h e  t r i u m p h  o f  

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  f o r c e s  a ro u n d  t h e  w o r l d  i n  o r d e r  t o  h e l p  j u s t i ­

f y i n g  t h e  u n i v e r s a l  i n f a l l i b i l i t y  o f  t h e i r  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  

i d e o l o g y .

2. When d i s p u t e s  a r i s e  o v e r  i d e o l o g y ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  

i n v o l v e  t h e  r u l i n g  e l i t e s '  p r e s t i g e  and l e g i t i m a c y  b o t h  

e x t e r n a l l y  and  i n t e r n a l l y ,  t h e y  w i l l  be  c o n s i d e r e d  f u n d a m e n ta l  

and w i l l  t e n d  t o  s p i l l  o v e r  i n t o  o t h e r  i s s u e  a r e a s .

3 .  When a  d o m e s t i c  power s t r u g g l e  a r i s e s  and  i n v o l v e s  

i d e o l o g i c a l  i s s u e s ,  t h e  dom inan t  r u l i n g  e l i t e s  tend,  t o  c r e a t e  

a  f o r e i g n  c o u n t e r p a r t  o f  t h e i r  d o m e s t i c  o p p o n e n ts  a n d ,  by 

e i t h e r  m a n i p u l a t i n g  n a t i o n a l i s m ,  c r e a t i n g  a  s e n s e  o f  e x t e r n a l  

t h r e a t ,  o r  u s i n g  a r e v o l u t i o n a r y / a n t i - r e v o l u t i o n a r y  d ich o tom y ,  

t h e y  w i l l  a t t e m p t  t o  a r o u s e  a  s e n s e  o f  m ora l  s u p e r i o r i t y  i n  

o r d e r  t o  s t i m u l a t e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  f e r v o r  and t o  m o b i l i z e  s u p p o r t  

f o r  e i t h e r  m a i n t a i n i n g  d o m e s t i c  c o h e s i o n  o r  c o m b a t in g  i n t e r ­

n a l  e n e m ie s .

4 .  Due to  t h e i r  h i g h  d e g r e e  o f  i s o l a t i o n  f rom t h e  

o u t s i d e  w o r l d ,  r u l i n g  e l i t e s  t e n d  t o  c r e a t e  t h e i r  own
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p s y c h o l o g i c a l  e n v i ro n m e n t  i n v o l v i n g  a  d i s t o r t i n g  o f  t h e  r e a l  

w o r ld  s i t u a t i o n  a c c o r d i n g  to  d o m e s t i c  n e e d s .  Low l e v e l  e l i t e s ,  

s e n s i t i v e  t o  t h e i r  s e c u r i t y ,  w i l l  f o l l o w  i d e o l o g i c a l  g u i d e ­

l i n e s  and a v o id  s u b m i t t i n g  o b j e c t i v e  a n a l y s i s .

5 . There  a r e  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  b e tw ee n  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  

t o t a l i t a r i a n  r e g im e s  due t o  n a t i o n a l i s m .  The dom inan t  r e v o l u ­

t i o n a r y  t o t a l i t a r i a n  reg im e  t e n d s  t o  impose i t s  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  

e x p e r i e n c e s  o r  d o c t r i n e s  w i t h  i t s  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  f e r v o r  on 

o t h e r  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  r e g im e s  o r  f o r c e s ,  and  t h e  e n s u i n g  c o n f l i c t s  

a r e  o f t e n  p r o v o c a t i v e  and s u b v e r s i v e .
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DEVELOPMENT OF COMMUNIST CHINA'S 

DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS 19^9-1973

COUNTRY DATE OF REC. COUNTRY DATE OF REC.
COMMUNIST COUNTRIES

S o v i e t  Union O c t . 2, 49 Y u g o s l a v i a J a n . 2, 55
B u l g a r i a O c t . 3 , 49 E. Germany O c t . 27, 49
Romania O c t . 3 , 49 N. Vie tnam J a n . 15, 50
Hungary O c t . 4 , 49 N. K o rea O c t . 4, 49
C z e c h o s lo v a k ia O c t . 5 , 49 M ongol ia O c t . 6, 49
P o la n d O c t . 5 . 49 Cuba S e p t . 28, 60
A l b a n ia Nov. 21, 49

ASIAN COUNTRIES

Burma D ec . 16 , 49 Nepal Aug. 1 , 55
I n d i a D ec . 13 , 49 S y r i a J u l y 2, 56
P a k i s t a n J a n . 5 , 50 I n d o n e s i a A p r i l 13, 50*
C ey lo n J a n . 7, 50 I r a q J u l y 18, 58
A f g h a n i s t a n J a n . 12, 50 Cambodia J u l y 24, 58
Yemen Aug. 21, 56 Laos S e p t . 7, 62
Sou th  Yemen J a n . 31 , 68 Lebanon Nov. 9, 71
Kuwait March 22 , 71 Cyprus D e c . 14, 71
T urkey Aug. 4 , 71 J a p a n S e p t . 29, 72
I r a n Aug. 16 , 71 M a ld iv e s O c t . 14, 72

AFRICAN COUNTRIES

Egypt May 30 , 56 Kenya D ec . 14, 63
Morocco Nov. 1, 58 T u n i s i a Ja n . 11, 64
Sudan Nov. 30, 58 Congo B. Feb. 22, 64
G uinea O c t . 4 , 59 Zambia O c t . 2 9 , 64
Mali O c t . 14 60 M a u r i t a n i a J u l y 1 9 , 65
S o m al ia D ec . 14, 60 B u ru n d i Dec . 2 3 , 6 3**
T a n z a n ia D ec . 9, 61 Dahomey Nov. 12, 64*
A l g e r i a J u l y 3, 62 C e n t r a l  A f r i c a S e p t . 2 9 , 64*
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COUNTRY DATE 1OF REC. COUNTRY DATE OF REC.

Uganda G e t . 18, 62 Ghana J u l y 5 , 60*
Togo S e p t . 25, 71 Z a i r e Nov. 24, 72
E t h i o p i a Nov. 24, 70 Uper
E q u a t o r i a l V o l t a S e p t . 1 5 , 73
G uinea G e t . 15, 70 N i g e r i a Feb. 10 , 71
M a u r i t i u s A p r i l 15, 72 Cameroon March 2 6 , 71
Rwanda Nov. 12, 71 Chad Nov. 28, 72
S e n e g a l D ee . 7 , 71 M alagasy Nov. 6, 72
S i e r r a  Leone J u l y 29, 71

WESTERN COUNTRIES

B r i t a i n J a n . 6, 50 Sweden Ja n . 14 , 50
Norway J a n . 7 , 50 S w i t z e r l a n d J a n . 17 , 50
Denmark J a n . 9 , 50 F r a n c e Ja n . 27, 64
F i n l a n d J a n . 13 , 50 I c e l a n d D ee . 8, 71
A u s t r i a May 28, 71 S p a i n March 9, 73
W. Germany G e t . 11, 72 M a l ta Feb. 25, 72
I t a l y Nov. 6, 70 Luxemberg Nov. 10 , 71
N e t h e r l a n d s May 1 6 , 72 Canada O c t . 13 , 70
Belg ium O c t . 25, 71 A u s t r a l i a Dee . 21, 72
G reeee June 5, 72 New Z e a la n d D ec . 21, 72

LATIN AMERICAN COUNTRIES

C h i l e D ee . 15, 70 Mexico F e b . 14 , 72
Pe ru Nov. 2, 71 Guayana June 27, 72
A r g e n t i n a F e b . 1 6 , 72 Yamaiea Nov. 21, 72

* D i p l o m a t i e  r e l a t i o n s  s e v e r e d .
** D i p l o m a t ie  r e l a t i o n s  resum ed  a f e r  s e v e r a n e e  

b e f o r e  1973-
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