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many of their houses and furniture and fences were burned, and their
live stock, which was valued at $6,000,000, was all driven away. From
this terrible loss they have not yet recovered, for on their return
to their homes many of the pure bloods brought nothing with them, and
those who did have had to subsist themselves upon the increase, which
makes it impossible almost to raise a surplus for sale; and if the war
had not closed at the time it did they would have been in a still worse
condition, for a bargain had just been made with a large for‘ce of Co-
manches to raid and destroy all they could, beginning on one side of the
Indian Territory and to finish on the other. The recollection of this
murderous plot and of their actual sufferings, caused by the war of their
Christiau neighbors, has burned into their very souls a distrust of every-
thing which the white man proposes, even though it is intended for their
good; and in order to protect themselves from frauds they (the pure
bloods chiefly) have a secret association, which makes and administers
its own laws, utterly regardless of the civil authorities, the rifle and re-
volver being their executive instruments, by which so many have fallen
that no public man, not even their delegates at Washington, dare im-
peril their lives by the utterance of a word in favor of the survey of
their lands or the development of their material resources. Fven their
mineral wealth, which is known to consist in mines of silver, lead, copper,
iron, coal, and salt, is kept undeveloped, through fear that the white
man’s greed would take it from them. And to-day their law subjects
them to a penalty of $500 for employing a white man, except he be a
millwright, and then not without a legal permit and the payment of $24
tax per annum. This is a serious cause of suffering, for there are many
widows and helpless persons who own farms who are nevertheless de-
pendent upon charity for their daily bread, because they cannot get any
one to work their land; and though they have a large amount ot Gov-
ernment bonds, the interest of which brings them in an annnal income
of about $150,000, it all goes to the support of their government officials
and for the payment of school-teachers and delegates to Washington,
and for lawyers’ fees. The last two items have cost them since the war
$200,000, and still they are beset by those who are trying to get from
them a strip of land twenty miles wide and five hundred miles long, or
ten miles on each side of two railroads through the best portion of their
country.

In view of the ihany frauds to which the Indians have been subjeet,
it is no wonder that they are still in fear oflosing that which justly be-
longs to them, especially as there are tens of thousands of landiess white
men anxiously looking for homes somewhere in the 168,000 square miles
which the Indians possess but do not occupy. It is a domain that is
full of all the natural elements of wealth, and capable of sustaining a
dense population, numerous enough for a European kingdom, and yet
all its present inhabitants together would only make one respectable
city, or three or four villages, in the Eastern States, and the experience
of successive generations demonstrates that all the methods which have
been used to develop the Indians, so that they can make a proper use
of their material resources, are, in the main, a failure, and the question
now to be solved is, can it be otherwise? The subscriber believes it
can, and would respectfully submit the following for your consideration :

Inasmuch as Christian creeds differ and induce contentions, it is
therefore only Christian virtue that should be taught to Indians, such
as the love of our neighbor, and overcoming evil with good, and that
‘“charity is greater than faith or hope,” and no person should be author-










