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PREFACE

A w r i te r  o f a d i s s e r ta t io n  presum ably knows why he has chosen the 

su b je c t fo r  h is  w r it in g , b u t  the  re a d e r  p robably  does n o t know. In  t h i s

in s tan ce  i t  was a very  s în ç le  d e c is io n . A b io g ra p h ic a l s tu d y , w ith  Okla­

homa as  the  background, had an appeal f o r  mej and the chairm an of my com­

m itte e  suggested  A lice  R obertson as  a s u b je c t. I  have n o t r e g re t te d  the

ch o ice . The re se a rc h  led  me to  know many in te r e s t in g  people and a la rg e r  

number o f p la c e s  w ith in  the  s t a t e .  The experience has been  en joyab le  and 

p r o f i t a b l e ,  fty understand ing  of the  t e r r i t o r y  and s ta t e  o f Oklahoma has 

been g re a t ly  broadened, p a r t i c u la r ly  in  th e  p e rio d  in  which A lice  R obert­

son l iv e d .

The purpose o f th i s  study i s  to  p re s e n t  an a p p re c ia tio n  of A lice  

Mary R obertson and to  p o in t  o u t her many c o n tr ib u tio n s  as  In d ia n  m ission­

a ry , ed u ca to r, b u s in e ss  woman, b e n e fa c to r , and congresswoman. These con­

tr ib u t io n s  were a l l  the more n o tab le  f o r  having been made a t  a time when

women in  p u b lic  l i f e  were considered  ou t of p la c e .

The method o f approach i s  ch ro n o lo g ic a l. A fte r  a c h ap te r  of back­

ground in fo rm atio n  which d e a ls  w ith  her a n c e s try , the  study moves on from

the c ircum stances o f her b i r t h  a t  T u llah a sse e , In d ian  T e r r i to ry ,  in  I 85I4., 

to  h er d ea th  a t  Muskogee, Oklahoma, in  1931. A lthough the  p re s e n ta t io n  i s  

s t r i c t l y  c h ro n o lo g ic a l, each ch ap te r p o in ts  ou t the  d i s t i n c t  achievem ents 

of i t s  p a r t i c u la r  p e r io d .

i i  i



The m a te r ia ls  examined in  the  pursuance of th i s  in v e s t ig a t io n  

were fo r  the most p a r t  p rim ary  so u rces . They c o n s is te d  of her own 

a r t i c l e s  in  newspapers and m agazines; government documents; and b io ­

g ra p h ic a l m a te r ia l in c lu d in g  p re s s  c l ip p in g s , magazine a r t i c l e s ,  p h o to s , 

and in te rv ie w s . Most of th e se  sources were found in  the  a rc h iv es  of the 

Oklahoma H is to r ic a l  S o c ie ty  and the  U n iv e rs ity  of T u lsa  l ib r a r y .  Of 

p a r t i c u l a r  im portance was th e  complete ch ro n o lo g ica l f i l e  of h e r l e t t e r s  

in  the  U n iv e rs ity  of T u lsa  l ib r a r y .  The secondary so u rces  examined were 

lim ite d  to  background m a te r ia l on the  tim es in  Oklahoma and in  the  n a tio n .

The study re v e a ls  her as a p a t r i o t i c  c i t i z e n  o f v a r ie d  in te r e s t s  

and deep sympathy fo r  u n fo r tu n a te s , e s p e c ia l ly  In d ian s  who had n o t en­

joyed the  advantages o f c iv i l i z a t i o n .  I t  p o r tr a y s  her as  an extreme 

co n se rv a tiv e  in  p o l i t i c s ,  r e l ig io n ,  economics and p e rso n a l h a b i ts .  I t  

concludes th a t  the  memory of a l i f e  d ed ica ted  to  the  w e lfa re  o f o th e rs  

i s  w orth p re se rv in g .

I  hope I  have been ab le  to  d e p ic t  the tim es in  which Miss R obert­

son liv e d  in  ju s t ic e  and f a i rn e s s  to  the  f a c t s  and e sp e c ia l ly  to  her 

l i f e  and work. I t  i s  n o t ny in te n tio n  to  d i s c r e d i t  o r uphold b u t to  l e t  

the  reco rd  speak fo r  i t s e l f .

T his d i s s e r ta t io n  could n o t have been w r i t te n  w ith o u t the  a s s i s t ­

ance o f many p eo p le . I  want to  g ive c r e d i t  to  members o f my committee— 

Drs. Edwin C. McReynolds, A lfred  B. S e a rs , G ilb e r t  C. F i t e ,  Rufus G.

H a ll ,  and C. C. Bush—who were so h e lp fu l and p a t ie n t  in  d ir e c t in g  my 

work; to  Mrs. R e lia  Looney, d i r e c to r  of the  a rc h iv e s  of the Oklahoma 

H is to r ic a l  S o c ie ty ; Miss Eugenia M attox, l i b r a r i a n  o f the  U n iv e rs ity  of 

T u lsa ; Mrs. 0. R. H ise l and Mrs. G ran t Foreman of Muskogee fo r  t h e i r  help

iv



in  lo c a tin g  m a te r ia ls ;  to  D rs. O rlan Sawey and R obert Meyers, o f the 

E n g lish  departm ent o f H arding C o llege; Anne Mae A lson, l i b r a r i a n  of 

H arding C ollege; Mrs. Bess C. Chitwood, B a r t l e s v i l l e  High S chool, fo r  

t h e i r  a s s is ta n c e  in  read in g  and c o rre c t in g  the  m an u scrip t. L a s t, b u t 

by no means l e a s t  o f a l l ,  s p e c ia l  c r e d i t  should go to  ray w ife  Donna 

fo r  doing the  typ ing  and making many h e lp fu l su g g es tio n s .
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THE LIFE OF ALICE MRY ROBERTSON 

CHAT-TER I  

WORCESTER v e rsu s  GEORGIA

On May l6 ,  I83I ,  Governor G ilm er o f G eorgia w rote a l e t t e r  to  

Samuel A ustin  W orcester, A lice R o b ertso n 's  g ra n d fa th e r , w ith  something 

le s s  than  sou thern  h o s p i ta l i ty :^

S i r ,  i t  i s  . . .  my o f f i c i a l  du ty  to  cause a l l  w hite p e rso n s 
re s id in g  w ith in  the  t e r r i t o r y  of the  s ta te  occupied by the  Cherokees 
to  be removed therefrom , who re fu se  to  tak e  the o a th  to  su p p o rt the 
c o n s t i tu t io n  and laws of the s t a t e .  In fo rm atio n  has been rece iv ed  
of your con tinued  re s id en ce  w ith in  t h a t  t e r r i t o r y ,  w ith o u t conçilying 
w ith  the  r e q u is i t e s  o f the  law, [passed  by the s ta te  December, l83Qj2 
and of your c laim  to  be  exençited from i t s  o p e ra tio n , on account of 
your ho ld ing  the o f f ic e  o f p o s tm aste r of New Echota .  You have no 
doubt been  inform ed of your d ism is sa l from th a t  o f f ic e .  . . . You 
a re  a ls o  informed th a t  the  government of th e  U nited  S ta te s  does n o t 
recogn ize  as  i t s  ag en ts  the m is s io n a r ie s  a c tin g  under the d i r e c t io n  of 
th e  American Board of F o re ig n  M issions. . . .  I  am s t i l l  d e s iro u s  of 
g iv ing  you and a l l  o th e rs  s im ila r ly  s i tu a te d ,  an o p p o rtu n ity  of 
avo id ing  the punishm ent which w i l l  c e r ta in ly  fo llo w  your fu r th e r  
re s id en c e  w ith in  the  s ta t e  c o n tra ry  to  i t s  law s. You a re ,  th e re fo re , 
ad v ised  to  remove from the t e r r i t o r y  o f G eorgia occupied by the  Chero­
k ees . C ol. S anford , th e  Commander of the Guard, w i l l  be req u ested  to  
have th i s  l e t t e r  d e liv e re d  to  you, and to  d e lay  your a r r e s t  u n t i l  you 
have had an o p p o rtu n ity  o f leav in g  th e  s t a t e .

The p reach e r s e n t a leng thy  re p ly  to  th e  governor, e x p la in in g  the 

n a tu re  o f h is  work among the In d ia n s . He p o in te d  o u t th a t  he was n o t

A lth ea  B ass, Cherokee M essenger (Norman, 1936), 130-31. Here­
a f t e r  c i te d  a s  B ass, M essenger. N ile s  Weekly R e g is te r , XL, 297. H e rea fte r  
c i te d  as N ile s  R e g is te r .

W ill ia m  MacDonald, Jack so n ian  Democracy (New York, I 906) , 1?6.



working a g a in s t  the s ta t e  of G eorgia and th a t  h is  prim ary purpose was to  

educate and C h r is t ia n iz e  the Cherokee In d ia n s . He concluded by saying th a t  

he could n o t take the  o a th  re q u ire d  because he was n o t a c i t i z e n  of the 

s ta te  of G eorgia, th a t  G eorgia had no ju r i s d ic t io n  over the In d ian  N ation, 

t h a t  he would rem ain u n t i l  f o r c ib ly  ex p e lled . While some of the m ission­

a r ie s  moved o u t of the  s t a t e ,  the W orcesters remained a t  New E chota ."

This c o n f l i c t ,  in vo lv ing  G eorgia, Cherokees, and the U nited S ta te s ,  

began in  1802 when the  s ta t e  re lin q u ish e d  claim  to  i t s  w estern  t e r r i t o r y .

In  r e tu rn ,  the F ed era l Government was to  pay one m ill io n  two hundred and 

f i f t y  thousand d o l la r s ,  a cc e p t the r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  of s e t t l i n g  the Yazoo 

c la im s, and e x tin g u ish  In d ian  t i t l e  to  the land in  the  s ta te  as  soon as  i t  

could be done peaceab ly  and on reaso n ab le  term s.^  In  view of th i s  ag ree­

ment, G eorgia re se n te d  the p resence  of the  Cherokees w ith in  her b o rd e rs  

and charged th a t  the F ed e ra l Government was n o t keeping f a i t h ,  s ince  

l i t t l e  e f f o r t  had been made to  c a r ry  ou t In d ian  rem ovals. The s ta te  de­

c la red  th a t  i f  the  U nited  S ta te s  d id  n o t remove the  In d ia n s , she would 

f e e l  a t  l i b e r ty  to  do so by fo rc e , i f  n ece ssa ry .^

The F edera l Government had made a t r e a ty  w ith  the Cherokees in  

1817 whereby they  could tra d e  t h e i r  land fo r  equal acreage w est of the 

M iss is s ip p i along the A rkansas and White r i v e r s . °  A ccord ing ly , about

^Bass, M essenger, 13b.

^American S ta te  Papers (38  v o l s . ,  W ashington, I832- 6 I ) ,  12$,

Thomas V. P a rk e r, The Cherokee In d ian s  w ith  S p e c ia l R eference to  
T h e ir R e la tio n s  w ith  the U nited  S ta te s  Government (New York, 1907), Ï8 . 
H e rea fte r  c i te d  a s  P a rk e r, Cherokee In d ia n s .

^C harles J .  K appler, e d . ,  In d ia n  A f f a i r s , Laws and T re a tie s  
(W ashington, I 90I4) , I I ,  lUO-hia.



o n e -th ird  o f  the  Cherokee land e a s t  o f the  M iss is s ip p i -was ceded to  the  

U nited S ta te s ,  and In d ia n  fa m il ie s  began to  move to  the  new lo c a t io n . By
n

1830 th e re  were approx im ately  two thousand Cherokees l iv in g  in  the  West. 

These were known as  the  Cherokee West and those  who rem ained were known as 

the Cherokee E a s t. But the  m a jo rity  of th e  t r i b e  s t i l l  liv e d  w ith in  the  

s ta te  o f G eorgia .

Two ev en ts  took p la ce  in  the  l a t e  1820*s which goaded the G eorgians 

in to  a c t io n . The f i r s t  was the ad o p tio n  o f the  Cherokee c o n s t i tu t io n  in  

1826, which s ta te d  in  the  pream ble; "We, the  Cherokee peopile, c o n s t i tu t in g  

one of th e  so v ere ig n  and independent n a tio n s  o f th e  e a r th ,  and having com­

p le te  ju r i s d i c t i o n  over i t s  t e r r i t o r y  to  th e  e x c lu s io n  o f the  a u th o r i ty  of
Q

every o th e r s t a t e ,  do o rda in  th i s  c o n s t i tu t io n ."  These were d e f ia n t  

words. The second ev en t was the  d isco v e ry  of gold in  1828 n ear Dohlonega 

in  the  so u th e a s te rn  p a r t  of th e  Cherokee N ation . By I 830 abou t fo u r  thou­

sand w h ites  had crowded in to  the  gold f i e l d .  Those who were b a f f le d  in
O

th e i r  sea rch  f o r  r ic h e s  s taked  o u t land  fo r  them selves and began farm ing.

At th i s  p o in t ,  G eorgia began to  tak e  charge o f th e  s i tu a t io n  by 

p a ss in g  laws d ire c te d  a g a in s t  the  In d ia n s . One annexed the  In d ia n  T e r r i ­

to ry  to  the  s t a t e  and p rov ided  th a t  a l l  laws and customs made and en­

fo rced  by the  In d ia n s  would be n u l l  and v o id  a f t e r  June 1, I 830 . Another

7
G rant Foreman, The F ive C iv i l iz e d  T rib es  (Norman, 1928), 281.

g
R alph Henry G a b rie l, E l ia s  B oudinot, Cherokee and H is America 

(Norman, l9 U l) , 122. H e re a fte r  c i te d  a s  G a b rie l, B oudinot.
9
Marion L. S ta rk ey , The Cherokee N ation  (New York, 19U6), 110-II4.. 

H e rea fte r  c i te d  a s  S ta rk ey , Cherokee N a tio n . Edwin C. McReynolds, Oklahoma, 
A H is to ry  o f the  Sooner S ta te  (Norman, 195W > 1$. H e re a fte r  c i te d  as 
McReynolds, Oklahoma.



Il

read : "No In d ia n  or descendan t o f an In d ia n  s h a l l  be a com petent w itn ess

or p a r ty  to  a s u i t  to  which a w hite  man i s  a p a r ty .

By 1830 , even ts  had occurred  among the  Cherokees which made them 

the b e s t  known o f any t r i b e .  The re p u ta t io n  of Sequoyah^^ and the p u b l i ­

c a tio n  o f t h e i r  own newspaper, The Phoenix , which began February 21,
IP

1828, “ had b rough t much c o n s id e ra tio n . L a te r happenings focused even

g re a te r  a t t e n t io n  on them: a gold  ru sh ; the unusual p rocedure of a t r i b e

of In d ian s  c h a llen g in g  the power of a s ta t e  b e fo re  the Supreme C ourt; and

d eb ates  in  C ongress. The l a t t e r  r e s u l te d  in  the  passage  of the  In d ian

1^Removal Act in  I 83O. '' P re s id e n t  Jackson upheld the s t a t e 's  c o n ten tio n  

of j u r i s d ic t io n  over the In d ian s  and supported the  b i l l  f o r  In d ian  r e ­

moval.

Convinced th a t  they  could  g e t no sympathy from th e  s ta t e  of 

G eorgia or the P re s id e n t, the  Cherokees appealed  to  the U nited  S ta te s  

Siqareme C ourt. W illiam  W irt, form er A tto rn ey  G eneral o f the  U nited 

S ta te s ,  was o b ta ined  as co u n se l. A c rim in a l case took p la c e  in  G eorgia 

which b rough t the  is su e  in to  the  open. Corn T a s se l, an In d ia n , had k i l l e d

"‘̂ N iles R e g is te r , XXXVIII, 5U-55, 329; P a rk e r , Cherokee In d ia n s , 19.

^^The E n g lish  name of Sequoyah, in v en to r o f the  Cherokee a lp h ab e t, 
was George Guess. G ran t Foreman, Sequoyah (Norman, 1938), 1.

^“"G ab rie l, B oudinot, 110.

13U .S ., S ta tu te s  a t  L arge, IV, I4.U ; D ic tio n a ry  of American H is to ry  
(James Truslow Adams, e d . ,  6 v o i s . , New York, I 9I1.O), IV

James D. R ichardson (corrçi.), A C om pilation  of the  Messages and 
Papers of the P r e s id e n ts , 1789-1902 (10 v o l s . ,  W ashington, 1905), I I ,  ii^T- 
59, ^20-21, "553  ̂ P re s id e n t Jackson s e t  f o r th  h is  p o lic y  toward the 
In d ian s  in  each of h is  annual m essages. MacDonald, Jackson ian  Democracy, 
171-72; G rant Foreman, The L as t Trek of the  In d ia n s  (C hicago, I 9L6 ) ,
59- 6 0 .



an o th er In d ian  and was prom ptly a r re s te d  and t r i e d  by the s ta te  in  the 

S u p erio r C ourt o f H all County. He was g iven  the death  p e n a lty . On a 

w r i t  o f e r r o r ,  the  U nited S ta te s  Supreme C ourt summoned the s ta t e  to  ap­

p e a r  in  c o u rt on the second Monday in  January 1831. The G eorgia le g is ­

la tu re  passed  a r e s o lu t io n  d e c la r in g  t h i s  summons an abridgm ent of the 

r ig h t s  o f the  s ta t e  and ordered  the governor to  d is re g a rd  i t .  The gover­

nor com plied and the ex ecu tio n  o f Corn T asse l was c a r r ie d  o u t. Nothing 

more was done about i t . ^ ^

As a r e s u l t  of G eorgia ex tend ing  ju r i s d ic t io n  over the  In d ian  

T e r r i to r y ,  the  Cherokees sought r e l i e f  in  the  U nited S ta te s  Supreme 

C ourt to  p r o h ib i t  th e  enforcem ent o f th e  laws of the  s ta te  a g a in s t  them. 

On March $, I 83 I ,  the  c o u r t d ism issed  the  s u i t  fo r  want o f j u r i s d ic t io n  

because the  Cherokee N ation  was n o t a fo re ig n  s ta t e  w ith in  the  meaning of 

the c o n s t i tu t io n ,  and th e re fo re  could  n o t b r in g  a c tio n  a g a in s t  G eorgia . 

John M arshall w rote the  m a jo rity  op in ion  and sa id  th a t  the r e l a t io n  of 

the  Cherokee N ation  and o th e r In d ia n  t r i b e s  to  the  U nited S ta te s  " re ­

sembles th a t  o f a ward to  h is  g u a rd ia n s ."  The t r i b a l  o rg a n iz a tio n s  were 

"dom estic , dependent n a tio n s ,

D iscouragem ent and d i s t r a c t io n  p re v a ile d  throughout the Cherokee 

N ation . On March 12, I 83I ,  Isa a c  P ro c to r , th e  Rev. Samuel A. W orcester, 

and the  Rev. John Thompson, te a c h e rs  and m is s io n a r ie s  a t  Carmel, New 

E chota, and Hightower were se ized  by tw en ty -fiv e  members of the G eorgia 

guard , b u t  were d isch arg ed  on the  ground th a t  they  were ag en ts  o f the

^% i l e s  R e g is te r , XXXIX, 338; McReynolds, Oklahoma, 151-52.

^^Cherokee N ation v . G eorgia, 5 P e te r s ,  1.



F edera l Government. Soon a fte rw ard  the m iss io n a r ie s  were to ld  th a t  i f  

they d id  no t leave the In d ian  T e r r i to ry  w ith in  te n  days they would be

17taken  in to  custody .

Colonel S anford , who was c a rr jâ n g  o u t the  d ire c t io n s  o f the  s ta t e  

to  apprehend i l l e g a l  r e s id e n ts  in  the  In d ian  T e r r i to ry ,  delayed the  a r r e s t  

o f the m issionary  because o f the  i l l n e s s  o f  h is  w ife . T h e ir th i r d  c h i ld ,  

Je ru sh a , had been born  February  27. A d i f f i c u l t  confinem ent and an a t ta c k  

of a fev e r had k ep t Mrs. W orcester in  bed f o r  many weeks. Though she slow­

ly  recovered , she could n o t be removed w ith o u t immediate danger to  her 

life.lG

On Ju ly  7, h e r husband was se ized  and taken  to  Canç) G ilm er, where 

the o th e r w hite p r is o n e rs  were h e ld . L earning th a t  h is  t r i a l  would n o t be 

held  u n t i l  Septem ber, and knowing th a t  i f  he remained in  Georgia he would 

be im prisoned, he ob ta ined  a re le a s e  and went to  B ra inerd , Tennessee. He 

depended upon f r ie n d s  and neighbors to  care  fo r  h is  s ic k  w ife and baby.

I t  was during  h is  s ta y  a t  B ra inerd  th a t  Jeru sh a  d ied , August lit, I 83I .

The l i t t l e  g i r l s ,  Ann E liz a  (who was to  become the  mother o f A lice  M. 

Robertson) and Sarah watched in  bew ilderm ent the  tr a g ic  ev en ts  in  th e i r  

fam ily .

The t r i a l  o f the e leven  m is s io n a r ie s  was held  in  the S u p e rio r C ourt 

o f Gwinnett County, G eorgia, on September 1$. They were co nv ic ted  o f r e s id ­

ing un law fu lly  in  the  In d ia n  T e r r i to ry  and were sentenced to  fo u r  y e a rs  in

'̂^M iles R e g is te r , XL, 297.

^^I b i d . ; B ass, M essenger, 131.
19I b i d . ,  137.



the G eorgia p e n i te n t ia r y .  A fte r  the  c o n v ic t io n M r .  W orcester spoke:

May i t  p le a se  the c o u r t— i f  I  am g u i l ty  o f the charges which have 
been made a g a in s t  me in  the argum ent of t h i s  case , b u t  n o t a lle g e d  in  
the in d ic tm en t, then  I  have no th ing  to  say why the  sen tence of th e  law 
should n o t be pronounced a g a in s t  me—But I  av er b e fo re  God and ray coun­
t r y ,  th a t  I  am n o t g u i l ty  o f those charges. I  th e re fo re  say what I  
have h e re to fo re  s a id , t h a t  th e  s ta t e  o f G eorgia has no r i g h t  of j u r i s ­
d ic t io n  over the t e r r i t o r y  in  which I  r e s id e ,  and th e re fo re  t h i s  c o u r t  
has no r i g h t  to  p ass  sentence upon me.

Of th e  e leven  co n v ic ted , only two e n te red  the p r is o n , s in ce  Gover­

nor Gilmer o ffe re d  to  pardon those who would take the  o a th  o f a lle g ia n c e  

to the laws o f the s t a t e  or cease th e i r  m issionary  work. For hours the

two men, W orcester and E liz u r  B u tle r , were u rged  to  a cc e p t the  g o v e rn o r 's
PIo f f e r ,  b u t  they  s te a d fa s t ly  re fu se d . '

Meanwhile, Mrs. W orcester was c a rry in g  on the  work o f the m ission  

a t  New E chota, b u t she was anxious fo r  h er husband. She w orried  about h is

h e a lth , the  e f f e c t s  of the hard  la b o r , and h is  need of b la n k e ts  f o r  the

w in te r . An In d ian  f r ie n d  and co-w orker, E l ia s  B oudinot, w ith  sy n p a th e tic  

u n d e rs tan d in g , s e t  about to  make a v i s i t  to  h e r  h u ^ a n d  p o s s ib le .  He r a is e d  

enough money f o r  the t r i p  and two b la n k e ts .  T h is su p p o rt came from members 

o f the t r i b e  and he assu red  h er th a t  he cou ld  g e t more i f  she needed i t .

The v i s i t  took p la ce  in  November 1831. Mrs. W orcester was accom­

pan ied  by Mrs. B u tle r , and they were k in d ly  re c e iv e d  by the  p r is o n  o f f i c i a l s

and the  Governor. They rem ained from S atu rday  u n t i l  Wednesday and were a l ­

lowed to  be w ith  t h e i r  husbands each day excep t Sunday. They were p e r ­

m itted  to  v i s i t  the workshops where the men were le a rn in g  c a ip e n try  and

20
N ile s  R e g is te r , XLI, 1?U.

21
Bass, M essenger, lU3.

^^Ibid., Ih^~h7.



c a b in e t making. I t  was an o p p o rtu n ity  f o r  them to  le a rn  s k i l l s  which they
23

would need l a t e r  in  m issio n ary  l i f e .

Meanwhile, ev ery th in g  was b e in g  done to  l ib e r a te  the  p r is o n e rs  

th rough th e  U nited  S ta te s  Supreme C ourt. T h e ir case was b ro u g h t b e fo re  the  

t r ib u n a l  on a w r i t  o f  e r r o r  and argued by W illiam  W irt and John S a rg ean t 

on February  20, 21, and 22. G eorgia re fu sed  to  appear. C hief J u s t ic e

M arshall gave the op in ion  o f the  C ourt on March 3. He d ec la red  th e  laws

of G eorgia ex tend ing  ju r i s d ic t io n  o f th e  s ta t e  over the  Cherokee N ation  

to  be u n c o n s t i tu t io n a l ,  c o n tra ry  to  the  laws and t r e a t i e s  o f  the  U nited  

S ta te s ,  and th e re fo re , n u l l  and v o id . He summarized h is  argum ents by
. 2hsay ing ;

The Cherokee N a tio n , then , i s  a d i s t i n c t  community, occupying 
i t s  own t e r r i t o r y ,  w ith  b o u n d aries  a c c u ra te ly  d e sc r ib e d , in  which the  
laws o f G eorgia can have no fo rc e , and which the c i t i z e n s  o f  G eorgia 
have no r i g h t  to  e n te r ,  b u t  w ith  the  a s s e n t  of the  Cherokees them­
s e lv e s , or in  conform ity  w ith  t r e a t i e s ,  and w ith  the a c ts  of C ongress.
The whole in te rc o u rse  betw een the  U nited  S ta te s  and th i s  n a t io n , i s ,  
by our c o n s t i tu t io n  and law s, v e s te d  in  the  government o f the  U n ited  
S ta te s .

Im m ediately the  c le rk  o f  th e  c o u r t  issu ed  a mandate say in g , "A ll 

p ro ceed in g s  o f the  s a id  in d ic tm en t do fo re v e r  su rcea se , and th a t  th e  sa id  

Samuel A. W orcester b e , and hereby i s ,  h e n ce fo rth , d ism issed  th erefrom , 

and th a t  he go th e re o f ,  q u i t  w ith o u t d e l a y . T h i s  i s  one o f the g re a t  

c ase s  in  U n ited  S ta te s  c o n s t i tu t io n a l  h is to ry  and one which helped  to

^ ^ Ib id . One o f the  c a b in e ts  made by W orcester w hile  in  p r is o n  i s
in  the T u lsa  U n iv e rs ity  L ib ra ry .

^^W orcester v . G eorgia, 6 P e te r s ,  5l5* 

^^G ab rie l, B oudinot, 131.



26
give Samuel A u stin  W orcester a prom inent p lace  in  M e r ic a n  h is to ry .

Now a l l  eyes tu rned  on P re s id e n t  Jackson. What would he do? I t  

was n o t an easy d e c is io n . He had been u n y ie ld in g  in  p u tt in g  down the 

e x e rc ise  of s ta t e  so v ere ig n ty  in  South C aro lin a  and now he was confron ted  

w ith  the  same problem  in  G eorgia. The P re s id e n t  d id  n o t quake a t  th e  

dilemma. R efusing to  en fo rce  the  d e c is io n  o f the  Supreme C ourt, he i s  

c re d ite d  w ith  say ing : "John M arshall has made h is  d e c is io n , now l e t  him

enfo rce  i t .

The P re s id e n t  and the  s ta t e  were anxious to  g e t r i d  o f the annoy­

ing problem . The G eorgians gave every inducem ent to  the  men to  seek p a r ­

don. T h e ir p resen ce  in  the  s ta te  p e n i te n t ia r y  rem ained a  rep ro ach  to  the 

r e p u ta t io n  of th e  s t a t e  and a c o n s ta n t and pow erfu l th r e a t  to  i t s  sover­

e ig n ty . Governor W ilson Lumpkin thought th a t  he m ight g e t  a t  the  problem  

through Mrs. W orcester. While Ann and Mrs. B u tle r  were v i s i t i n g  th e i r  

husbands, soon a f t e r  the  d e c is io n  o f the Supreme C ourt, the  Governor and 

h is  w ife in v ite d  them to  a d in n e r. He made i t  p la in  to  the  women th a t  he 

h e ld  no i l l  f e e l in g  toward th e i r  husbands, b u t  th a t  he had to  uphold the 

p r in c ip le  in  the  case and the  laws o f the  s t a t e ,  Mrs. W orcester was un­

moved because she b e lie v e d  they were r i g h t  and any o th e r a c t io n  would be
p8a d e n ia l  o f p r in c ip le .

However, W orcester was becoming convinced th a t  he had gained a l l

^ ^ U n id en tif ied  c lip p in g  in  the A lice  M. R obertson C o lle c tio n , 
Oklahoma H is to r ic a l  A rch ives. H e re a fte r  r e f e r r e d  to  as R obertson  C o l., 
O kla. H is t .  Soc.

27
P a rk e r , Cherokee In d ia n s , 30.

S ta rk ey , Cherokee N ation , 20^..
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he could as a p r is o n e r ,  and to  c a rry  h is  c o n ten tio n  f u r th e r  would b rin g  

ru inous consequences to  b o th  the  In d ian s  and the  coun try . On December 7, 

1832, he wrote the  American Board of F o re ign  M issions fo r  s p e c if ic  in s tru c ­

tio n s  about a pardon. The Board met December 2$, 1832, and decided  th a t

W orcester and B u tle r  had honorably  served the case they re p re se n te d  and

29could ask  f o r  pardon.

P riso n  o f f i c i a l s  informed the  men on January lb , 1833, th a t  they

were to  be re le a se d  from th e i r  confinem ent. Governor Lunçikin had issued

a p roc lam ation  th a t  they  had appealed to  the magnanimity o f the  s ta te  and
"50had been s e t  a t  lib e rty .""  The long le g a l  b a t t l e  was over, b u t  the  v ic to ry  

fo r  the In d ian s  and the m is s io n a r ie s  was n o t conqjlete. W orcester and 

B u tle r  had prom ised to  leave  the s ta t e  a s  i t  was ap p aren t th a t  removal of 

the  In d ian s  was c e r ta in .  The most in ç o r ta n t  th in g  to  Ann and the  l i t t l e  

g i r l s  was th a t  the  husband and f a th e r  had come home to  them. I t  was im­

p o r ta n t  to  him th a t  he could ag a in  take up the work which was so near h is  

h e a r t  and which he and Ann had begun only  a few weeks a f t e r  t h e i r  c a r r ia g e  

on Ju ly  19, 182$.

The s to ry  of the  e a r ly  l i f e  o f Samuel A u stin  W orcester shows how 

he p rep ared  to  meet the  problem s which con fron ted  him as  a m iss io n ary . He 

was bo rn  January 19, 1798, a t  W orcester, M assachusetts . Soon a fte rw ard

Ẑ Ib id ., 206.

^^Joseph Tracy, A H is to ry  o f the  American Board of Commissioners 
fo r  Foreign  M issions (W orcester, iBHo), l$8 -59 .

^ Nevada Couch, Pages From Cherokee In d ia n  H is to ry  as  I d e n t i f i e d  
w ith  Samuel A u stin  W orcester (S t .  L ou is, IE8b.T, 6 . "H e rea fte r  c i te d  a s  
Couch, Pages From Cherokee H is to ry .
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h is  f a th e r ,  Leonard W orcester, became p a s to r  of the C ongregational Church 

a t  Peacham, Vermont. He had been a p r in t e r  b u t  had l e f t  th a t  occupation  

to  e n te r  the  m in is try . ' '"  Samuel*s e a r ly  t r a in in g  in  h is  f a t h e r 's  p r i n t  

shop made i t  p o s s ib le  fo r  him to  t r a n s la te  and p r i n t  m a te r ia l in  the In d ian  

language which was h is  g r e a te s t  c o n tr ib u tio n  to  th e i r  program.

Samuel a tten d ed  the  Peacham Academy where he had the famous J e r e ­

miah E v arts  as h is  te a c h e r . E v a rts  was l a t e r  S e c re ta ry  of the  American 

Board of Foreign  M issions and W orcester was under h is  d i r e c t io n .  The con­

v ic t io n  and courage dem onstrated in  h is  imprisonment came from the in f lu ­

ence of h is  beloved t e a c h e r . I n  the  f a l l  o f IdlB  the  young man walked 

to  B u rlin g to n , a d is ta n c e  o f seventy-one m ile s , to  e n te r  co lleg e  where h is  

uncle Dr. Samuel A u stin  W orcester, a f t e r  whom he was named, was p re s id e n t .  

He rem ained in  co lleg e  th rough  the e n t i r e  course and g raduated  w ith  honors. 

A fte r  a y e a r of te ach in g , he en te red  the Andover T heo log ica l Seminary where 

he g raduated  in  1823.^^ U n til h is  m arriage and journey  south to  the  Chero­

kee N ation , he tra v e le d  in  New England f o r  the  American Board o f F oreign

35M issions.

He was ordained  a t  Park S t r e e t  Church, B oston, August 25, 1825,

" I b i d . , 5.

''■^Bass, M essenger, 18.

^^Couch, Pages from Cherokee H is to ry , 6 ; Corinne B la i r ,  "T u llah as­
see M ission" (unpublished  M a s te r 's  th e s i s .  Department o f H is to ry , U niver­
s i t y  o f T u lsa , 19U8 ) ,  38 . H e re a fte r  c i te d  as B la i r ,  "T u lla h a sse e ."

35L e tte r  from A. E. W. R obertson , mother of A lice  R obertson , to  
Mrs. W illiam s, February  6 , l88 i|. This l e t t e r  i s  found in  the  R obertson 
C o lle c tio n  in  the  U n iv e rs ity  of T u lsa . H e re a fte r  c i te d  as R obertson 
C o l.,  T u lsa  U.
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w ith  h is  f a th e r  d e l iv e r in g  th e  s e r m o n . H i s  d e c is io n  to  be a p reach e r

was determ ined by the  f a c t  t h a t  he had been preceded by seven g en e ra tio n s

of m in is te rs  and the  immediate in flu en ce  of h is  f a th e r ,  h is  u n c le , and a

g re a t  uncle  Dr. Samuel W orcester of Salem, M assach u se tts , a T r in i ta r ia n  
'Kl

th e o lo g ia n ."

The W orcesters were descendan ts of Lucy W inthrcp, a s i s t e r  of Gov­

e rn o r John W inthrcp, and E s th e r Edwards, s i s t e r  o f Jonathan  Edvra.rds, the

well-known New England th eo lo g ia n  and w r i te r ."  Samuel was a near kinsman

of the  famous le x ic o g ra p h e r, geographer and h i s to r ia n ,  Joseph  Emerson 

W orcester, who was the  c h ie f  co m petito r of Noah W ebster as a u th o r i ty  on the

usages and d e f in i t io n s  o f  words in  the E n g lish  l a n g u a g e . M r s .  Ann Orr

W orcester was the  dau g h ter o f the  Honorable John Orr of B edford , New 

Hampshire, whose a n c e s to rs  had s e t t l e d  on the Merrimac R iv e r, n ear Man­

c h e s te r ,  New Hampshire, in  The W orcester fam ily  was la rg e ly  a fam ily

o f m in is te rs ,  w hile  the  Q rrs were more a c tiv e  in  p o l i t i c a l  i n t e r e s t s .  One 

o f John O rr’ s d au g h te rs , M argaret, m arried  Samuel C handler. T he ir son, 

Z achariah  went to  M ichigan and was e le c te d  to  the  U nited  S ta te s  Senate in  

1857. H is daugh ter m arried  Eugene H ale, who was in  the  Senate re p re s e n t­

ing the  s ta t e  of Maine when A lice  M. R obertson was e le c te d  to  th e  House.

^^A nniversary  E x e rc ise  o f the C ongregational Church, Peacham, 
Vermont, 39-kO, R obertson  C o l. ,  T u lsa  U .; Couch, Pages from Cherokee 
H is to ry , 6 .

^^I b i d . , A. E. W. R o b e rtso n 's  Notebook, 1, R obertson  C o l.,
T ulsa U .; B ass, M essenger, 1$.

^^B essie  A llen  M il le r ,  "The P o l i t i c a l  L ife  o f A lice  M. R obertson" 
(unpub lished  M a s te r 's  t h e s i s .  Departm ent of H is to ry , U n iv e rs ity  o f T u lsa , 
19U6), U. H e re a fte r  c i t e d  as  M il le r ,  "A lice  M. R obertson ."

^^Dictionar}"- o f American B iography, XK, $26-27, $30.
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She was the  g re a t  g randdaughter o f  John O rr and he the  g re a t  g re a t g rand- 

son .^^  Ann was a woman of good common sense and a  h ig h  degree of v iv a c i ty  

and w it . She s tu d ied  under one o f the b e s t  ed u ca to rs  o f women, Mr.

Joseph Emerson o f  B y fie ld , and was a schoolm ate o f Mary Lyon, famous educa­

to r  of th i s  p e r io d .

A few weeks b e fo re  the  W orcesters a r r iv e d  a t  B ra inerd  m ission  to  

b eg in  t h e i r  work among the  C herokees, Mr. J .  C. E llsw o rth , the  S u p e rin ten ­

d en t, read  a  l e t t e r  from the  S e c re ta ry  o f the  Board and s a id , "We a re  soon 

to  have a m in is te r  and an o ld  acq u a in tan ce , Samuel A. W orcester, a s c h o la r  

who can le a rn  th e  Cherokee language."  Reading the  n ex t page, he spoke to  

Miss Sawyer, te a c h e r  of the  g i r l s '  sch o o l, "He i s  j u s t  m arried  to  Miss 

Ann O rr, a form er school cong)anion o f y o u rs ."  Miss Sawyer im m ediately 

responded, "A W orcester and an Orr u n ited  in  m arriage! They a re  s tro n g  

c h a ra c te rs .  We s h a l l  have to  mind our P 's  and Q 's  when they g e t h e r e ."^2

A fte r  be ing  assigned  to  work among the  Cherokees in  G eorgia, the 

W orcesters l e f t  t h e i r  home in  New England in  A ugust, 1825, and reached 

B ra inerd  M ission  on O ctober 21. Here they  were to  rem ain fo r  about two 

y e a rs  w hile  le a rn in g  th e  Cherokee l a n g u a g e . I t  was Sam uel's unusual 

l in g u i s t i c  a b i l i t y  which caused th e  Board o f M issions to  send him to  the  

Cherokee f i e l d .  He had s tu d ie d  Hebrew, Greek and L a tin  and i t  was f e l t  

t h a t  he could  m aster th e  Cherokee tongue, which was sa id  to  be as  d i f f i c u l t

^^A lice M. R obertson , "W ritin g s ,"  R obertson  C o l.,  T u lsa  U.
I4.2.

Couch, Pages from Cherokee H is to ry , 6 . 

^^I b i d . , 6 .

^^B ass, M essenger, 19, 28-9.
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as C hinese.

When the peop le  a t  B ra inerd  s ta t io n  gathered  to  hear the  new min­

i s t e r  p reach  h is  f i r s t  sermon, the  Cherokees, as was t h e i r  custom, gave 

him a new name. An o ld  In d ian  woman suggested one which meant "green" 

because he was so w hite and young. C harles Reese, an In d ian  w a rr io r  ex­

claim ed, "Wo, no, he knows a g re a t  d e a l , he must have a b e t t e r  name."

A fte r some d iscu ss io n  they agreed to  c a l l  him A - ts e -n u -s t i ,  "A mes­

senger.

On November 7, 1826, Mrs. W orcester gave b i r t h  to  t h e i r  f i r s t  

c h i ld ,  a g i r l  who was named Ann E l iz a . Though ch ild b ea rin g  was a dan­

gerous o rd ea l to  those on the  m ission  f i e ld s ,  away from d o c to r and medi-
1(6

c a l c a re , Ann made a slow b u t s a t i s f a c to r y  recovery .

A fte r  h is  a p p re n tice sh ip  in  le a rn in g  the  h a b its  and language of 

the Cherokees, W orcester was ready to  b eg in  the work e sp e c ia l ly  ass ig n ed  

to  him by the Board, the t r a n s la t in g  and p r in t in g  o f Cherokee l i t e r a t t i r e .  

The p re s s  was to  be e s ta b lis h e d  a t  New Echota, the  c a p i ta l  of the  N ation , 

and in  1027 the fam ily  moved to  th e  new lo c a tio n . According to  the l e t t e r s  

of E l ia s  B oudinot, th e  n a tio n a l co u n c il had vo ted  in  1826 to  p ro v id e  a 

p r in t in g  p re s s . This e n t i r e  p r o je c t  was the  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  o f  the  young 

p r in t e r  and i t  was no easy ta sk  to  g e t the  ty pes c a s t  accord ing  to  the

^^^klabriel, Boudinot, 98.

^^Couch, Pages from Cherokee H is to ry , 8.

^^Bass, M essenger, 67; Muskogee Evening Times, November 21, 1905, 
R obertson C o l., T ulsa U.
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I 7
Sequoyah S y llab a ry . A fte r  a long delay  in  o b ta in in g  the p re s s ,  ty p es , 

f u r n i tu re  and p ap er, the f i r s t  is su e  o f the Cherokee Phoenix appeared , 

February  21, 1828.

When Samuel W orcester was re le a se d  from the  Georgia p r is o n , he 

knew he could no longer remain in  th a t  reg io n  and accom plish the  work he 

s e t  o u t to  do. In  l83h, when the m ission  s ta t io n  a t  New Echota was taken  

over by the s t a t e ,  the  fam ily  moved to  B ra inerd  o u ts id e  the ch a rte red  

l im i ts  of G eorgia and remained th e re  u n t i l  A p ril 8, 1835, a t  which time 

they l e f t  f o r  the  W est. On May 29 they reached Dwight M ission which had 

been moved from w estern  Arkansas to  a p lace  near the  ju n c tio n  of the 

I l l i n o i s  and A rkansas r i v e r s . I t  was named fo r  Timothy Dwight, P r e s i ­

den t of Yale U n iv e rs ity .

^^Bass, M essenger, 78, 8?.

Two days a f t e r  the W orcesters moved to  New E chota, Boudinot a rr iv e d  
w ith  h is  w ife to  take up h is  work as e d i to r  of the  Phoenix. The f r ie n d ­
ship o f these  two fa m ilie s  deepened w ith  the p a ss in g  months. Boudinot had 
rece iv ed  h is  ed u ca tio n  a t  Cornwall M ission School in  C onnec ticu t. He had 
met and m arried  H a r r ie t t  Gold, daughter o f Judge Gold, a g a in s t  the  opposi­
t io n  o f the fam ily  and the  community. H a r r ie t t  was o f the b e s t  Cornwall 
s o c ie ty  and m arriage to  an In d ian  was regarded  as a blow to  her f a m ily 's  
s o c ia l  p o s i t io n .  E l i a s '  In d ian  name was G alagina ( th e  Buck), b u t he had 
tak en  th e  name of h is  p a tro n . Dr. E l ia s  B oudinot, one o f New J e r s e y 's  
noted p h i la n th ro p is ts  and p re s id e n t  o f the  American B ib le  S o c ie ty . In  
September 1832, Boudinot re s ig n ed  h is  p o s i t io n .  He had opposed the  s ta t e  
laws a g a in s t  h is  peop le  b u t had advocated In d ia n  rem oval. The l a t t e r  
made him very  unpopular w ith  a m a jo rity  o f h is  p eo p le . E l i ja h  H icks, 
b ro th e r - in - la w  of P r in c ip a l  C hief John Ross, became the  new e d i to r .
(A. E. W. R obertson, "B iog raph ica l S ke tch ,"  R obertson C o l., Tulsa U .; 
G a b rie l, B oudinot, 133-3k; B ass, M essenger, 39-88, 175.)

^^G rant Foreman, "Honorable A lice  R obertson ,"  C h ron ic les  o f Okla­
homa, X, No. 1 (March, 1932), 13. H e rea fte r  c i te d  as  Foreman, "Honorable 
A lice  R o bertson ."  B ass, M essenger, 176; Couch, Pages from Cherokee H is to ry , 
21 .

ii9
A. E. W. R o b e rtso n 's  Notebook, 2, R obertson C o l.,  T ulsa U.
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While w a itin g  fo r  t h e i r  household goods and p r in t in g  p r e s s ,  the 

W orcesters remained a t  Dwight M ission and Samuel searched  fo r  a perm anent 

lo c a t io n  in  which to  liv e  and c a r ry  on h is  work. The b o a t, c a rry in g

p e rso n a l p o sse ss io n s  and the p re s s ,  sank in  the A rkansas R iver .  In  r e p o r t ­

ing th i s  lo s s  to  the  M ission Board he w ro te :^^

. . , Damage was n o t a l l —many th in g s  were s to le n — such as one
good fe a th e r  bed, the b e s t  th e re  was—much ta b le  l in e n , a s  many as 
e ig h t  b la n k e ts — 1 ream of l e t t e r  p ap er, e tc .  A la rg e  p a r t  of the 
th in g s  s to le n  were Mrs. W o rc e s te r 's  p r iv a te  p ro p e r ty . But the 
h e a v ie s t  lo s s  was in  p ap er and books. How much of the pap er can be 
made to  answer f o r  p r in t in g  I  have n o t y e t  a s c e r ta in e d . I  f e a r  n o t 
much. There were 6o reams or more.

He decided on the abandoned Union M ission as the  tem porary lo c a ­

t io n .  I t  had been e s ta b lis h e d  in  1820 by the U nited  F o reign  M issionary  

S o c ie ty  to  serve the needs o f the Osage In d ian s  and was lo c a te d  about tw enty 

m ile s  n o rth  of F o r t G ibson and one m ile w est of th e  Grand R iv e r. By 1829 

the  Osages had become d is in te r e s te d  in  the  m issio n . A fte r  they  had aban- 

doned i t ,  the  Creeks used i t  f o r  a w h ile .

The Cherokee C ouncil passed  a r e s o lu t io n  on O ctober 29, 1835, which 

g ran ted  p erm issio n  to  t h e i r  m issio n ary  to  e r e c t  a  p r in t in g  e s ta b lish m e n t 

a t  the fo rk s  of the I l l i n o i s  R iv e r. He was lim ite d  to  f iv e  a c re s  of ground, 

and l iv e s to c k  could never exceed tw en ty -fiv e  cows and s ix ty  hogs. A ll 

w hite  p e rsons connected w ith  the  s ta t io n  were expected  to  l iv e  in  s t r i c t

52com pliance w ith  the laws o f the  t r i b e  and to  have no p o l i t i c a l  i n t e r e s t s .

^^B ass, M essenger, 18$.

^^M uriel W right and Joseph B. Thoburn, The S to ry  o f Oklahoma 
(Oklahoma C ity , 1930), 59-60; B la i r ,  "T u lla h a sse e ,"  11.

C arolyn Foreman, Park H i l l  (Muskogee, 19&8), 10.
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During the simmer and f a l l  o f 1836, the  m in is te r  was busy com plet­

ing h is  d w elling  a t  the  new lo c a t io n , which he c a lle d  Park H i l l .  By 

December 2, the house was so n ear com pletion th a t  the  fam ily  moved in to  

i t .  H is n ex t concern was renewing the  s e rv ic e s  o f the  b r i l l i a n t  e d i to r  

o f the Cherokee Phoenix, E l ia s  B oudinot, b u t th e re  were s e r io u s  com pli­

c a t io n s .  B oudinot had jo ined  the m in o rity  t r e a ty  p a r ty  and had been one 

o f the s ig n e rs  o f a t r e a ty  fo r  rem oval. In  a l e t t e r  to  Samuel C handler, 

June lU, 1838, W orcester w ro te :^^

The g r e a te s t  t r i a l  we have a t  p re s e n t  i s  in  r e la t io n  to  my t r a n s ­
l a t o r ,  Mr. B oudinot. . . .  He a r r iv e d  l a te  l a s t  f a l l ,  and resumed h is  
la b o rs  w ith  me h e re . But in  the  meantime h is  extreme a n x ie ty  to  save 
h is  people  from th re a te n in g  ru in  had led  him to  u n ite  w ith  a sm all 
m in o rity  of th e  n a tio n  in  form ing a t r e a ty  w ith  the U nited S ta te s ;  
an a c t ,  in  my view , e n t i r e ly  u n ju s t i f i e d ,  y e t ,  in  h is  c a se , d ic ta te d  
by good m otives. This has ren d ered  him so urç>opular in  th e  n a tio n , 
t h a t  they w i l l  h a rd ly  s u f fe r  me to  con tinue  him in  my ençiloyment.

The N ational C ouncil had sen t an u n o f f ic ia l  re q u e s t th a t  Boudinot 

should n o t be eraplcyed. He took the  m a tte r  up w ith  C hief John Ross who 

suggested  th a t  no change be made u n t i l  th e  C ouncil met the  nex t autumn. 

W orcester was v e ry  much p le ase d  because he recognized  th a t  no o th e r  would 

be ab le  to  do the work E l ia s  could d o .^ '’

The sp rin g  of 1839 found the  two men working a t  Park H i l l  a t  the  

ta sk  they  had begun y e a rs  b e fo re . H a r r ie t ,  the  t r a n s l a t o r 's  f i r s t  w ife , 

had d ied  in  the  summer of I 836 ; and he had b ro u g h t w ith  him h is  second 

w ife . D e lig h t S a rg e n t, who was to  mother the Boudinot c h ild re n . W orcester

S^Ib id .

^^ I b i d . , 12.

^ ^ I b id . ,  13 .
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thought the In d ian s  would fo r g e t  the honest b lu n d er Boudinot and the 

t r e a ty  p a r ty  made, b u t  he d id  n o t understand  the  depths o f the Cherokee 

resen tm en t. Three hundred f u l l  b loods banded to g e th e r to  take vengeance 

on th e  s ig n e rs  of the  t r e a ty .  On June 22, 1889, they made th e i r  a t ta c k ,  

ta iling  the l iv e s  o f John R idge, Major Ridge, and E l ia s  Boudinot. In  a 

l e t t e r  to  h is  Boston f r ie n d s , the m issionary  d esc rib ed  the a tta c k :^ ^

Mr. Boudinot was y e t  l iv in g  a t  my house. On Saturday  morning he 
went to  h is  house, which he was b u ild in g  a q u a r te r  o f a m ile  d i s ta n t .  
There some Cherokee men came up, in q u ir in g  fo r  m edicine, and Mr. 
Boudinot s e t  o u t w ith  two o f them to  g e t i t .  He had walked b u t a few 
rods when h is  s h r ie k  was heard  by h is  h ire d  men, who ran  to  h is  h e lp ; 
b u t  b e fo re  they  could come the  deed was done. A s tab  in  the  back w ith  
a k n ife , and seven gashes in  the head w ith  a h a tc h e t, d id  the b loody 
work. . . . The m urderers ra n  a s h o r t  d is ta n c e  in to  the  woods, jo in ed  
a conçany of armed men on horseback , and made th e i r  escape. . . .  He 
had f a l l e n  a v ic tim  . . .  to  h is  honest . . . z e a l fo r  the  p re se rv a ­
t io n  of h is  p eo p le . In  h is  own view he r isk e d  h is  l i f e  to  save h is  
people  from ru in ,  and he re a l iz e d  h is  f e a r s .

T h is b lack  deed b rough t deep a f f l i c t i o n  to  Samuel A. W orcester.

He knew too th a t  h is  work would be h indered . "They have c u t o f f  ny r i g h t

hand," he s a id . '  P ark  H i l l  con tinued , however, to  be the  b u s ie s t  m ission

among the Cherokees. From i t s  p re s s  many m ill io n s  of pages were issu ed  fo r
kg

the Cherokee, C reek, and Choctaw In d ia n s .

^^Q rant Foreman, The F ive C iv il iz e d  T rib es  (Norman, 193U), 292-93; 
G a b rie l, B oudinot, 177-78; N ile s  R e g is te r , XXXVII, 23$. The Cherokees had 
passed  a law making i t  a d ea th  p e n a lty  f o r  anyone s e l l in g  In d ian  land  w ith­
o u t the  a u th o r i ty  o f the n a tio n .

57Bass, M essenger, 256.

^^Foreman, F ive C iv il iz e d  T r ib e s , U7; A. E. ¥ . R o b ertso n 's  N ote­
book, 11; Foreman, P ark  H i l l , 179-8o. A m arker was p laced  on Highway 62, 
th ree  m iles  sou th  o f Tahlequah in  19kO by the N atio n a l S o c ie ty  of C o lon ia l 
Dames. G rant Foreman w rote the  in s c r ip t io n  which co n ta in s  the  fo llow ing  
words: "PARK HILL, c e n te r  o f Cherokee c u ltu re  was one m ile e a s t  of P ark  
H i l l  Creek, home o f John Ross, Samuel A ustin  W orcester, E l la s  Boudinot and 
o th e r P io n ee rs  and THE MISSION PRESS which p r in te d  m ill io n s  o f pages f o r  
the b e n e f i t  o f Cherokee peop le  a cen tu ry  ago. A m ile n o r th  o f Park H i l l
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For the  f i r s t  tim e in  th e  l i f e  of the m in is te r  and h is  fam ily , 

th e re  was a fe e l in g  o f permanence and ho p efu ln ess . The g i r l s ,  Ann E liz a , 

Sarah, and Hannah were ah le  to  help w ith  the d u tie s  o f the house and to  

r e l ie v e  th e i r  mother of manj’- ta sk s . The boys, Leonard and John O rr, were 

younger than  the  g i r l s  b u t  were growing s tro n g  and a c tiv e .

Mrs. W orcester had su ffe re d  long a t  the  b i r t h  of John O rr, and in  

May, l8iiO, when an o th er c h ild  ivas expected , th e re  was some f e a r  fo r  her 

l i f e .  This an x ie ty  was w ell founded f o r  w ith in  a few hours a f t e r  the  b i r t h  

o f the  baby g i r l ,  Mary E leanor, she d ie d , Samuel wrote the  Board abou t

59h is  g re a t lo s s  and bereavem ent.

About one o’ clock  on Saturday  morning, Mrs. W orcester gave b i r t h  
to  an in fa n t  d augh ter, in  c ircum stances ap p aren tly  fa v o ra b le ; b u t 
in  a l i t t l e  tim e was se ized  w ith  f a in t in g ,  acconpanied soon a f t e r ,  
w ith  v io le n t  spasms, b o th  which synptoms r e s is te d  every e f f o r t  a t  
r e l i e f ,  and a l i t t l e  a f t e r  su n rise  she f e l l  a sleep  . . .

I t  was im possib le to  t e l l  in  words the  em ptiness of h is  sou l or

to  say th a t  the g re a t love of h is  h e a r t  was gone. She had been h is

co n stan t and f a i t h f u l  companion during  the  most e v e n tfu l and try in g  y e a rs

of h is  l i f e .  In  l8Ul he took a s  h is  second w ife Miss Erm inia Nash.

Though lack ing  in  some o f the  f in e r  q u a l i t i e s  o f  Ann, Erm inia proved to

be a lo y a l and devoted companion and a s u i ta b le  mother to  the  W orcester

c h ild re n .

Ann E liz a , n o t y e t  fo u r te e n  when her mother d ied , took over the 

su p e rv is io n  of the  house w ith  the help  o f Sarah  who was tw elve. In

was the  CHEROKEE FEMALE SEMINARY and about th re e  m iles  no rthw est CHEROKEE 
MALE SEMINARY. They l e f t  t h e i r  in p re ss  on Cherokee h i s t o r y .”

^^Bass, M essenger, 260-61.

^ ° I b id . ,  262.
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a d d itio n  to  t h i s  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty ,  she o f te n  helped in  the  school room when 

one o f the  r e g u la r  te a c h e rs  was i l l  o r e x tra  a s s is ta n c e  was n e ce ssa ry . In  

e a r ly  l8i;3, a t  the  age of s ix te e n  she went to  Johnsbury, Vermont, to  study 

under the su p e rv is io n  o f h e r u n c le , th e  Reverend John W orcester, where she 

p rep ared  h e r s e l f  fo r  the  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  o f teach in g  among the  In d ia n s . In  

school she gave s p e c ia l  a t t e n t io n  to  th e  study  of Greek and L a tin  which was 

to  help h er t r a n s la te  the  Greek New T estam ent in to  the  Creek language.

There vjas never a q u e s tio n  in  the  mind of Ann as  to  what she would 

do a f t e r  she had com pleted h e r co u rses ; she would r e tu r n  to  a s s i s t  her f a ­

th e r  in  te ac h in g , t r a n s la t in g ,  and m in is te r in g  to  the needs of the  In d ia n s . 

She began th a t  journey  homeward December, I 8I4.6 , and a r r iv e d  the  nex t 

February  6 . Before she l e f t  she purchased  a  seraph ine  f o r  1-50.00 which 

was shipped to  Park H i l l .  Her d au g h ters  were to  hear her s in g  to  the 

accompaniment of th i s  in s tru m en t u n t i l  she was too f r a i l  and weak to  

walk to  i t .^ ^

Ann began her teach in g  c a re e r  a t  Park K i l l  March 1, 18U7, and 

continued  h er work th e re  u n t i l  she was m arried  th re e  y e a rs  l a t e r .  She had 

a n a tu ra l  b e n t f o r  te ach in g ; knew h e r s u b je c t  m a tte r  and knew how to  

p re s e n t  i t  to  h er p u p ils  in  such a way a s  to make them want to  know more. 

She was p a t i e n t  and k ind  and had few d is c ip l in e  problem s.

A romance soon developed betw een Ann and W illiam  Schenk R obertson . 

The P re s b y te r ia n  Board of F ore ign  M issions had se n t him to  become p r in c ip a l

^ ^ L e tte r  from Augusta Moore, o ld e r  s i s t e r  of A lice  R obertson , to  
Rev. R alph Lamb, January  3, 1922, R obertson  C o l.,  T ulsa U .; B la i r ,  "T u lla -  
h a sse e ,"  UO-hl; A lice  R obertson , "W ritin g s" ; B ass, M essenger, 268-69.

^^Ibid., 273.
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of th e  T u llah a ssee  Manual Labor Boarding School and he had been th e re  

since  J u ly  1, l8U9. This school was lo c a ted  on a  seven ty  acre  t r a c t  be­

tween th e  A rkansas and V e rd ig r is  r iv e r s ,  one and o n e -h a lf  m iles  from

the form er and two m ile s  from the  l a t t e r .  I t  was two and o n e -fo u rth

m iles  from th e  Creek Agency, th re e  m ile s  from the  steam boat lan d in g , and

was one of the most b e a u t i f u l  and b e s t  lo c a ted  p la c e s  in  the  In d ia n  T er-
63

r i t o r y .

W illiam  R obertson was the grandson o f George R obertson o f S te r ­

lin g , S co tlan d , who came to  America in  1759 a t  th e  age o f 17, and the  

son of Samuel R obertson  who was f o r  f i f t y - t h r e e  y e a rs  a m in is te r  of the  

Dutch Reformed and P re s b y te r ia n  churches. W illiam  was bo rn  in  H untington , 

Long I s la n d , January  11, 1820, b u t he j^ e n t  most o f h is  young l i f e  in  

Dryden, New York. He a tten d ed  C anajoharie  Academy and l a t e r  g raduated  

from Union C o llege , Schenectady, New York, in  1814.3. He had gone p a r t  way 

through a m edical co u rse , b u t  h is  i n t e r e s t  tu rn ed  to  te ac h in g . A fte r 

g rad u a tio n , he ta u g h t in  a s e le c t  h igh  school in  N o rth p o rt, Long Is la n d , 

in  I 8I4.8 , and i t  was here  t h a t  he u n ite d  w ith  th e  P re s b y te r ia n  church. He 

then  asked the  P re s b y te r ia n  Board of F o re ign  M issions fo r  the p o s i t io n  of 

p r in c ip a l  o f  Spencer Academy in  the  Choctaw N atio n . In s te a d , the  Board 

ass ig n ed  him the p o s i t io n  o f p r in c ip a l  te ac h e r o f the new Manual Labor 

Boarding School among the  Creeks a t  T u llah a sse e .

He l e f t  f o r  h is  new s ta t io n  in  May, 18U9, and reached h is  d e s t i ­

n a tio n  in  Ju ly . The b u ild in g s  fo r  the new school were n o t co n p le te , so

^^W illiam  R iley  G ilm ore, "The L ife  and Work of the  Reverend R obert 
McGill Loughridge, M issionary  to  Creek In d ian s"  (urçiub lished  M aster*s 
T h es is , Department o f H is to ry , U n iv e rs ity  of T u lsa , 1952), 80. H e re a fte r  
c i te d  a s  G ilm ore, "Loughridge."
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he helped w ith  the  c a rp en try  work and a ls o  d ire c te d  the  a c t i v i t i e s  o f the

boys in  the f i e l d .  In  o rd er to  f in d  ou t as much a s  he could about how to

run a  m ission  schoo l, he v i s i t e d  the  Dwight Boarding School among the Chero- 

kees in  the  f a l l  o f l8U9. There he met h is  fu tu re  w ife .^ ^

A fte r  a r a th e r  s h o r t  c o u rtsh ip , Ann W orcester and W illiam  S. R obert­

son were m arried , A p ril l6 ,  18$0, w ith  h e r f a th e r ,  Samuel A ustin  W orcester, 

perform ing th e  ceremony a t  P ark  H i l l .  F ive days a f t e r  the wedding the 

young m issionary  w rote h is  p a re n ts  of the  occasion .

You o f course have rece iv ed  b e fo re  th i s  ny l e t t e r  inform ing you 
o f  how l i t t l e  a t t e n t io n  I  had p a id  to  your warning about Cherokees 
. . . Monday I  rode over to  P ark  H i l l  found them w ell and p rep a rin g  fo r
the  morrow—The n e x t morning i t  ra in e d  as r a in  h a rd ly  ever f e l l  be fo re
so hard th a t  v e ry  few came o u t a t  te n  A.M. We were m arried  by Mr. 
W orcester and th en  the  c louds d isp e rse d  and the r a in  ceased— the 
"Gentry" came j u s t  in  tim e to  be la te  fo r  th e  wedding—At e leven  we 
mounted our h o rses  f o r  T u llah assee—and r i g h t  g lad  I  was to  g e t away 
from the  e v i l  eyes t h a t  surrounded me—B ro th e rs , s i s t e r s  & p u p ils  a l l  
seemed to  reg a rd  me as a t h i e f  and ro b b er—B ro ther John would n o t even 
see the  ceremony . . . Maiy c r ie d  h er eyes ou t— the Cherokees th r e a t ­
ened ny e a r s —

Samuel W orcester found in  W illiam  S. R obertson a man a f t e r  h is  own

h e a r t .  Both were men o f wide and v a rie d  ex p e rien ces . T h e ir  i n t e r e s t s  in

the  ed u ca tio n  and c i v i l i z a t i o n  o f the  In d ian s  were so much a l ik e  th a t  i t  

would seem th a t  they  must have planned th e i r  work to g e th e r.

The Creeks were behind  the Cherokees in  ed u ca tio n , because of

th e i r  a t t i t u d e  toward m is s io n a r ie s . In  I 836 , the  Creeks had issu ed  an

^ ^ L e tte rs  from W alter Lowrie to  W. S. R obertson, May 2, l8A9j
May 2ii, l8k9; L e t te r  from A. E. W. R obertson to  Mrs. W illiam s, February 6, 
l88ii, R obertson  C o l., T u lsa  U .; B la i r ,  "T u lla h a sse e ,"  3U.

^ ^ L e tte r  from W. S. and A. E. W. R obertson to  Mr. and Mrs. Samuel
R obertson , A p ril 20, 18$0, R obertson C o l., T u lsa  U .j Foreman, P ark  H i l l ,
70.
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order e x p e ll in g  a l l  m iss io n a r ie s  from th e i r  land , and those In d ian s  who 

continued to  c a r ry  on r e l ig io u s  s e rv ic e s  were punished w ith  f i f t y  la sh es  

on the b a re  back and one hundred f o r  the second o ffen se .^ ^

R obert McGill Loughridge, a  n a tiv e  o f Alabama, the  o ld  home o f 

the C reeks, was in te re s te d  in  the  w e lfa re  o f th e se  p eo p le . He ob tained  

perm issio n  from the P r e ^ y t e r i a n  Board o f M issions to  v i s i t  them to  see 

i f  they would ag ree  to  l e t  him e s ta b l i s h  a  school as  w ell as te ach  them 

the B ib le . He l e f t  Eutaw, Alabama, on November 2, I 8I4.I , f o r  the  s ix  hun­

dred m ile jou rney  on horseback. Upon h is  a r r iv a l  he met w ith  the  C h iefs  

of the  t r i b e  and la id  the  p ro p o s it io n  b e fo re  them. The Council then  met 

to  d isc u ss  the  p ro p o sa l, and during  th i s  se s s io n  o f th ree  weeks Mr. Lough­

rid g e  tra v e le d  over the t e r r i to iy  to  observe the co n d itio n s  of the p eo p le .

The m issionary  was informed th a t  the Creeks d id  n o t want any 

p reach ing  as  i t  would in te r f e r e  w ith  t h e i r  custom s, such as busks, b a l l  

games and dances, b u t  they d id  want him to  e s ta b l i s h  a schoo l. In  re p ly  

he s a id  th a t  i f  p reach ing  were n o t a llo ifed  he would n o t come. A fte r  con­

s id e ra b le  d e l ib e ra t io n  the  C ouncil agreed th a t  i f  the school were e s ta b ­

l is h e d , he could p reach  in  the  school house b u t nowhere e ls e .  A fte r  going 

back to  Alabama to  make p re p a ra tio n s  fo r  h is  new work, he re tu rn e d  w ith  

h is  w ife to  the  V e rd ig ris  landing  February $ , l8U3, and began looking fo r  

a lo c a t io n . I t  was suggested th a t  the  school be e s ta b lish e d  a t  Coweta, 

one and o n e -h a lf  m iles  e a s t  of the Arkansas R iver and tw en ty -fiv e  m iles  

northw est o f F o r t  Gibson. A cab in  was b u i l t  and the  people were n o t i f ie d  

to  send th e i r  c h ild re n  to  school and to  a tte n d  church. F if te e n  o r twenty

^ ^ B la ir , "T u llah assee ,"  li |.- l8 j G ilm ore, "Loughridge," 18; A lice  M. 
R obertson , "W ritin g s ."
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p u p i l s  e n ro l le d .  Mrs. Loughridge ta u g h t  th e se ,  b u t  only a few members of 

the t r i b e  a ttended  worship. I t  was a d iscourag ing  beg inn ing .

In  A p ril, l8h7,  W alter L o u rie , S e c re ta ry  o f the  Board o f F oreign  

M issions, v i s i t e d  the  m ission  a t  Coweta and agreed  w ith  the C h ie fs  fo r  

i t s  enlargem ent and the  beg inn ing  of the T u llah assee  Manual Labor School 

to  take care  of e ig h ty  p u p i ls ,  f o r ty  boys and f o r ty  g i r l s .  A la rg e  b r ic k  

b u ild in g  th re e  s to r i e s  h igh , s e v e n ty -s ix  by th i r ty - f o u r  f e e t ,  w ith  a 

la rg e  c e l l a r  was c o n s tru c te d . By March, 18$0, the  school was ready fo r  

opening. I t  s ta r te d  w ith  t h i r t y  p u p i ls ,  and the f u l l  number o f e ig h ty  was 

n o t rece iv ed  u n t i l  f a l l .  The main b u ild in g , o u tb u ild in g s , s ta b le s ,  corn  

c r ib s ,  fe n c e s , e t c . ,  had been b u i l t .  C a t t le ,  h o rse s , and wagons had been 

purchased ; f u r n i tu r e ,  books, and pap er had been fu rn ish e d .

Mrs. R obertson jo in ed  her husband in  th e  work and r e s p o n s ib i l i t i e s  

of the school a t  T u llah a sse e . She had the  ta sk  of le a rn in g  a new language, 

b u t i t  was n o t too much fo r  h e r , as she had a background fo r  l in g u i s t i c  

accom plishm ents. She became a devoted  te ac h e r and a sp len d id  d i s c i p l in a r ­

ian  fo r  the Creek c h ild re n . In  speaking of her coming to  T u llah assee  to  

help  w ith  the  work. S u p e rin ten d en t Loughridge w ro te , "She i s  a v e ry  worthy 

and com petent young lady , and i s ,  I  f e e l ,  a g re a t  a c q u is i t io n  to  our 

fo rc e s .

W illiam  S. R obertson was lo v in g ly  c a l le d  " th e  te ach e r"  by the  

In d ia n s . He was about s ix  f e e t  t a l l ,  and so th in  th a t  he was a lm ost gaun t.

^^R. M. Loughridge, "R. M. Loughridge"; A. E. W. R obertson , 
"W ritin g s" ; L e tte r  from Augusta R obertson to  Rev. Ralph Lamb, January  3, 
1922, R obertson C o l.,  Tulsa Ü.

^^Foreman, "Honorable A lice  R obertson ,"  II4.; G ilm ore, "L oughridge,"
8 0 .
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His h a i r  was long and brown and h is  face iras of ruddy conç)lexion. He wore 

e x t ra  th ic k - le n s e d  g la s s e s .  His appearance was n o t  a t  a l l  p rep o sse ss in g ,  

b u t  he was so s in c e re  and genuine th a t  he was g r e a t ly  admired by a l l  h i s  

p u p i l s .

The e x e rc is e s  of the school were conducted on the  manual labor 

p la n .  The time f o r  d a i ly  s tudy was s ix  hours , fo r  manual work, u s u a l ly  

two hours . The boys worked on the farm, in  the garden, and supp lied  wood 

f o r  h ea tin g  and cocking; the g i r l s  took care  of the household d u t i e s — 

c lean in g ,  sewing, and cooking. The boarding  s tu d en ts  were p rovided  w ith  

nourish ing  meals, fu rn ish ed  mainly by the farm. D evotional s e r v ic e s  in 

the  morning and evening c o n s is te d  of hymn s in g in g , p ra y e r ,  and B ible  read ­

ing.

By the  summer o f 1853, s ix  p e rso n s were enç)loyed by the  m ission  in

a d d i t io n  to  the  m in is te r  and the  su p e r in ten d en t .  They were Mr. and Mrs.

¥. S. R obertson, Miss C. W. Eddy, Miss Nancy Thompson, Mrs. E. Reid, and

Alexander McCune. By 1855 th e re  were twelve t e a c h e r s . D u r i n g  the  n ine

months terra o f 1857-58, n in e ty -s ix  C reeks, fo u r Cherokees and two w hite

p u p i l s  were e n ro l le d  in  the school. The d a i ly  average a tten d an ce  ifas

e igh ty -tw o  and one h a l f .  The school term o f 1858-59 had one hundred en-

71r o l l e d  and the fo llow ing  y e a r  one hundred t h i r t e e n  a t te n d ed .  The church 

e s ta b l i s h e d  a t  T u l lah assee  had a membership o f  e ig h te en  by l8 5 l ,  c o n s is t in g

69M il le r ,  "A lice M. R obertson ,"  8 -9 ; "Augusta Moore," u n c la s s if ie d  
a r t i c l e  in  Mrs. 0 . R. H ise l* s  p r iv a te  c o l le c t io n ,  Muskogee, Oklahoma. 
H e re a f te r  c i te d  a s  H ise l Col.

7 Q
B la i r ,  "T u l la h a sse e ,"  I;8.

^ ^ Ib id . ,  58, 60 .
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of s ix  In d ia n s , ten  w h ite s , and two Negroes. By the  autumn of 18$8 the

membership had inc reased  to  f o r t y - f i v e .  Both Robertson and Loughridge
72were concerned over the  lack  o f r e l ig io u s  i n t e r e s t  among the C reeks.

The o th e r  c h i ld re n  of Samuel W orcester continued to  serve as

te ac h e rs  and w orkers among the  In d ia n s . Sarah, born in  1828 a t  New

E chota, became a s s i s t a n t  p r in c ip a l  of the  Cherokee Female Seminary in  

73l8$0 . T his school arei i t s  c o u n te rp a r t, the Male Seminary, were founded 

in  th a t  y e a r .  The form er was lo c a te d  abou t o n e -h a lf m ile  n o r th  of T ahle-
7^quah and the l a t t e r  about a m ile  w est. Sarah had been a s tu d en t a t  Mt, 

Holyoke. A fte r  teach in g  in  the  Seminary two y e a rs , she m arried  Dr.

D aniel Dwight H itchcock, a  g raduate  o f Amherst C ollege and Bowdoin Medi­

c a l C o llege, February  1$, 1853. She d ied  June 30, 18^7, th re e  y ea rs

75a f t e r  the  b i r t h  of her n ie ce , A lice  R obertson.

Hannah, born  a t  New Echota, January  29, 183b, was den ied  the 

p r iv i le g e ,  because of hard tim es, of going back E ast fo r  her ed u ca tio n . 

She s tu d ie d  in  the  m ission  schoo ls  and helped in  the p r in t in g  o f f ic e ,  

in  s e t t in g  ty p e , p ro o f read ing  and book b in d in g . She m arried  A bijah  

H icks, January  30, 1 8 5 2 . He was k i l l e d  by an unknown a s s a s s in  Ju ly  b, 

1862, w hile re tu rn in g  a lone  in  a wagon from Van Buren, A rkansas. Mrs.

^^I b i d . , b9, 6 0 .
73Foreman, Park H i l l , 80.

^^Catalogue of the Cherokee Male Seminary (A rchives o f the Chero­
kee N ation  in  M anuscript C o lle c tio n s  o f the U n iv e rs ity  o f Oklahoma), 
quoted in  Dale and R ader, Readings in  Oklahoma H is to ry  (New York, 1930),
82b.

75
Foreman, Park Hi 11, 8b-85.

7 ^ Ib id .,  91.
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Hicks xjas the only one o f the  W orceste rs, b e s id e s  her step-m other who did  

n o t leave her home in  the In d ia n  T e r r i to ry  during  the C iv il War. She 

s u ffe re d  un to ld  p r iv a t io n s ,  in c lu d in g  lo s s  by th e f t  of a lm ost a l l  her be­

lo n g in g s . Her house was burned by m a r a u d e r s . On December 22, 1861;,

she was married to  her b r o th e r - in - la w .  Dr. Dwight Hitchcock, who d ied  of
78c h o le ra  in  J u ly , I 867 . Hannah d ied  a t  F o r t G ibson, January  12, 1917.

A lice  R o b ertso n 's  Uncle Leonard, the e ld e s t  son of Samuel A. 

W orcester, was born  in  March, I 836 , a t  Union M ission. He was se n t E ast 

to  school in  1852. At the  beg inn ing  of the C iv il  War he jo in ed  the 

Union Army. He was m arried  in  August, i860, to  Mary R. Spooner, a t a l ­

en ted  te ach e r who was encouraged to  come to  the  In d ian  T e r r i to ry  by 

Samuel A. W o r c e s t e r .L e o n a r d  d ied  a t  Denver, Colorado, November 3, 

1907. John O rr, named a f t e r  h is  m o th e r 's  f a th e r ,  was born  in  March,

1838 . A fte r e n te r in g  school in  1855 a t  Johnsbury, Vermont, he and 

Leonard were never a t  home’ ex cep t fo r  o ccasio n a l v i s i t s .  His g re a te s t  

i n t e r e s t  was in  the study  of m usic. John was m arried  to  J u l ia  Snow in  

O ctober, i860; and on February l5 , I 86I ,  he d ied  o f in fla raa tio n  of the 

bow els.

77l b i d . , 122-23; l e t t e r  from D. D. H itchcock to  W. S. R obertson, 
November 25, 1803; l e t t e r  from Mr. and Mrs. Leonard W orcester to  A. E. W. 
R obertson, August 21, 1862, R obertson C o l., T u lsa  U.

7^Foreman, Park H i l l , Ikii; l e t t e r  from A lice  R obertson to  Augusta 
R obertson , Ju ly  29, 1866, R obertson C o l. ,  T ulsa U.

^^Foreman, Park Hi 11, 89; l e t t e r  from Mary R, Spooner to  A. E . W. 
R obertson , August 7, i860, R obertson C o l., T u lsa  U.

^*^Bass, M essenger, 287; l e t t e r  from J .  K. Colby to  A. E. W. 
R obertson , February 18, 1861; l e t t e r  from John Orr W orcester to  A. E. W. 
R obertson , October 8 , i 860 , R obertson C o l., T u lsa  U.
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The youngest c h ild  o f Samuel A u stin  W orcester was Mary E lean o r, 

born  a t  Park H i l l ,  May 23, l8U0. When she was s ix te e n  her f a th e r  took  her 

E as t to  e n te r  schoo l. She a tten d ed  T h e lfo rd  Academy fo r  th re e  y e a rs  be­

fo re  re tu rn in g  to  Park H il l  to  te ach  in  the  p u b lic  schools of the  Cherokee 

n a t i o n . D u r i n g  th e  C iv il  War, she sym pathized w ith  the  South . This 

undoubtedly was a g re a t  shock and a source of g r ie f  to  h er fam ily . E a rly

in  l i f e  she m arried  a s o ld ie r  by the  name of Mason who d e se r te d  h e r , b u t
82

l a t e r  she met and m arried  Dr. Mason F itc h  W illiam s.

Meanwhile, Samuel A. W orcester con tinued  h is  g re a t  work o f t r a n s ­

la t in g  and p r in t in g  In d ia n  l i t e r a t u r e ,  and on h is  sm all p r e s s ,  w ith  the 

a s s is ta n c e  from t r a n s la to r s  and p r i n t e r s ,  he issu ed  13,980,000 pages in  

v a rio u s  types of books, alm anacs, and p a n ç i h l e t s . In  a d d it io n  to  g iv in g  

the  Cherokees an a lm ost coîiçilete t r a n s la t io n  of the B ib le , and a hymn 

book, he p u b lish ed  the  Cherokee Almanac f o r  twenty y e a r s . I n  re c o g n i­

t io n  of h is  g re a t  work among the  In d ia n s , the U n iv e rs ity  of Vermont con­

fe r re d  iÇ)on him the  honorary Doctor of D iv in ity  degree in  185?.^^

He c a r r ie d  on h is  work up to  the l a s t  hours of h is  l i f e .  Speak­

ing of the p ro b a b i l i ty  of h is  d ea th  he said,® ^

^^Foreman, Park Hi 11, 101-2.

G Î b i d . , 130.

Ĝ i b i d . , 112.

E. W. R obertson*s Notebook, R obertson C o l., T u lsa  U.

®^Bass, M essenger, 32$.

^ ^ L e tte r  from A. E. W. R obertson to  John Orr W orcester, A p ril  22, 
1839; l e t t e r  from Mary C. Holman to  A lice  R obertson, June 8, 1898, R obert­
son C o l., T u lsa  U.



29

I f  I  could only f i n i s h  the  te s tam en t in  Cherokee, and prepare  
ano ther  e d i t i o n  of the hymn-book, and f e e l  a ssu red  t h a t  my c h i ld re n  
were a l l  conver ted , I  could say w ith  Simeon, 'Lord now l e t t e s t  
t h o u . '

He was n o t ab le  to  f i n i s h  a l l  t h a t  he had p lanned  because , a f t e r  

a f a l l  from a lad d e r in to  a s ix ty - f iv e  fo o t  w e ll, he was taken  i l l .  He 

d ied  A p ril 20, 1859, and was b u rie d  in  the  m issionary  cem etery near Park 

H i l l  b e s id e  the grave o f h is  f i r s t  w ife Ann O rr. On the  tombstone a re  the 

words

Reverend Samuel A. W orcester, f o r  t h i r t y - f o u r  y e a rs  a m iss ionary  
of the  American Board of Commissioners f o r  Fo re ign  M issions among the 
Cherokees, d ied  A p r i l ,  1859. To h i s  work they  owe t h e i r  B ib le  and 
hymn book.

The c a r e e r s  of her m aternal g ra n d fa th e r ,  Samuel A ustin  W orcester, 

and her f a t h e r ,  W illiam  Schenk Robertson, had a marked in f lu en ce  upon 

A lice  Robertson. From them and her mother, she rece ived  a keen, b u t  

s t r i c t  and narrow r e l i g i o u s  h e r i ta g e  and a s t e r n  devo tion  to  what she 

considered  her d u ty . She developed an in ten se  p r id e  in  he r  a n c e s t r a l  

l i n e  and an overweening sense of fam ily  s u p e r io r i ty .  In  l a t e r  y ea rs  she 

o f te n  spoke o f he r  a n c e s t ry  w ith  awed r e s p e c t  and reve rence .

^ ^ L e t te r  from A. E. W. R obertson to  Mrs. Day, October 18, 1879, 
Robertson C o l . ,  Tulsa  U.



CHAPTER I I  

ALICE MARY—THE COOK

A lice  R obertson was bo rn  January  2, a t  T u llah assee .

Flow ers bordered  the walks and ced ar, oak, and h ickory  t r e e s  shaded 

the  ground of h e r home p la c e . Nearby o rchards and gardens provided  

food f o r  te a c h e rs  and In d ian  p u p i ls .^

D escrib ing  A lice  when she was about two y e a rs  o ld , her fa th e r  

w rote h is  p a re n ts :  "Mary A lice  is  one of th e  f a t  ones—alm ost a spec-

ta c le — she b eg in s  to  ta lk  a g re a t  d e a l ."  These e a r ly  c h a r a c te r i s t i c s  

were p ro p h e tic  o f the  woman whose k in d ly  face  and b u lly  f ig u re  were to  

become so f a m il ia r  in  Oklahoma and in  W ashington, on p u b lic  p la tfo rm s  

and in  the  h a l l s  of Congress.

As a c h i ld ,  A lice  p o ssessed  a s p i r i t  of adventure th a t  i s  r e ­

f le c te d  th roughou t her l i f e .  When she was th re e  y e a rs  o ld , she s lip p ed  

o f f  to  th e  m ilk  b a rn  w ith  some In d ia n  g i r l s .  One of the  cows, on seeing  

her w hite  h a ir  in  c o n tr a s t  to  the  In d ian  g ir ls *  b la ck  h a i r ,  threw  A lice  

over the fe n c e .^  When she was abou t fo u r  she became lo s t  w hile  p ick in g  

plums on Park H i l l  Mountain, n o t f a r  from th e  house. She wandered in

^ M ille r, "A lice  M. R obertson ,"  10.
2

I b id .  A pparently  she was named Mary A lice  b u t l a t e r  changed i t  
to  A lice  M.

3
The Arrowhead (A ugust, 1931), h>
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the woods fo r  hours while a l l  the  ne ighbors , w ith  guns and horns, searched 

fo r  h e r .  She was d iscovered  a l i t t l e  a f t e r  m idnight, c ry ing  b i t t e r l y .

One shoe was m issing , b u t  she held  f a s t  the  plums she had p ick ed .^

She d id  n o t lack  f o r  d e te rm in a tio n .  When she was about f i v e ,  a 

playmate named Mary came to  v i s i t  h e r .  The young f r ie n d  had a new toy, 

a china n e s t  egg, which A lice  was perm itted  to  hold in  her hand and ex­

h i b i t  to  her mother. Mrs. Robertson to ld  her l i t t l e  daughter to r e tu r n  

i t  to  her playmate because she might b reak  i t .  Mary's mother s a id ,  "No, 

l e t  her p la y  w ith  i t ;  she c o u ld n ' t  b reak  i t  i f  she t r i e d . "  A lice  pon­

dered the  remark and f i n a l l y  went out to  the  b lacksm ith  shop, p u t  the 

egg on the a n v i l ,  and s t ru c k  i t  w ith  a b la c k sm ith 's  hammer. Gathering 

rç) the broken p ie c e s ,  she took them to  her mother. She demonstrated 

then , and on many l a t e r  o ccas ions , t h a t  when her a b i l i t y  was doubted, 

i t  must be proved.^

A lice  knew l i t t l e  e l s e  than p o ve rty  a l l  her  l i f e .  The Robertsons 

were poor, n o t because they were unable to  f in d  f o r  themselves a com­

f o r t a b l e  p lace  in  s o c ie ty ,  b u t  because they had to  f o r g e t  the  m a te r ia l  

th ings  in  order to  devote t h e i r  l i v e s  to  the In d ian s .  R esourcefu l,  i n t e l ­

l i g e n t ,  and w ell educated , they  did no t lack the c u l tu r a l  and s p i r i t u a l  

advantages which helped them to  be a proud, uncomplaining, and happy 

fam ily . R eca ll ing  some try in g  tim es of her e a r ly  l i f e ,  A lice  wrote:

"When I  was a c h i ld  on the  In d ia n  M ission farm where ray f a th e r  taugh t 

simple le ssons  in  farming and s to c k - ra i s in g  to  men as w ell as  to  the boys

^I b i d . , S-6.

^Muskogee Times-Democrat, n . d . ,  c l ip p in g ,  Robertson C o l . ,  Tu lsa  U.
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in  school, I  had no d o l l s —we were too p o o r ."^  L a te r she s a id ;  l i f e

has been a d isappo in tm en t. I  could have done so much more, I  o f te n  th in k , 

w ith  a l i t t l e  more fav o rab le  c ircum stances a t  the b eg inn ing , gone so much
7

fu r th e r ,  ‘p u t  o v er ' so much b ig g e r th in g s ."  Her f i r s t  r e c o l le c t io n  of 

the c a p i ta l  of the  Cherokee N ation came when her p a re n ts ,  deeply  i n t e r ­

e s te d  in  the  temperance movement, took h e r to  Tahlequah to  march in  the
g

Cold Water Army, a Cherokee C h ild re n 's  Temperance O rg an iza tio n .

The C iv il War b ro u g h t a tem porary c e s s a tio n  of the  school a t  T ul­

la h assee . Teachers were s c a tte re d  to  v a r io u s  p la c e s  o f s a fe ty  in  the 

Worth, and the  R obertsons were o rdered  by the Union Government to  abandon 

the  school p ro p e rty  and leave fo r  the  N orthern  l in e s .  They f i r s t  went 

to  the  Cherokee n a tio n , which was n e u tra l  a t  the beginn ing  o f the  war b u t 

soon had to  leave because the d e fe a t  o f G eneral L yon 's arn^ a t  W ilso n 's  

Creek l e f t  the  In d ia n s  a t  the  mercy of the  S outh .^

S to rin g  th e i r  goods a t  the  home of A l ic e 's  Aunt Hannah H icks, 

who remained in  the  In d ia n  T e r r i to ry  during  the war, the R obertson fam ily  

l e f t  on September' ii, I 86I ,  f o r  R o lla , M isso u ri, the  w este rn  term inus o f 

the r a i l r o a d .  I t  was a long and dangerous th re e  weeks' jo u rn ey . The f a ­

th e r  narrow ly escaped death  a t  an o v e rn ig h t stop  in  th e  M issouri O zarks. 

The h o s t thought he was a  spy, b u t  safe  conduct was prov ided  by G eneral 

S te r l in g  P r ic e , whose canç) was only  one m ile away.

^Muskogee D aily  Phoenix , October 27, 1920.

"̂Oakland T rib u n e , June 7, 1921.
Q
The Arrowhead (August, 1931), 5 -6 .

^A. E. W. R obertson , "W ritin g s ,"  R obertson C o l.,  T u lsa  U.

Ann Augusta M oore," 3, H ise l C o l.; B la i r ,  "T u lla h a sse e ,"  66.
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At R o lla ,  the fam ily  boarded the  t r a i n  fo r  S t .  Louis . Th is  was 

a new experience  f o r  the  fam ily , a s  the  Robertson c h i ld re n  had never 

seen a t r a i n .  From S t .  Louis they  went to  Winneconne, W isconsin, to  the 

home of Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Robertson, the p a re n ts  o f  W. S. Robertson.

Here they  remained u n t i l  the  autumn of 1862, and A lice  and her  o ld e r  

s i s t e r ,  Augusta, a t ten d ed  school. The fam ily  then moved to  Mattoon, I l l i ­

n o is ,  and the fo llow ing  y e a r  to  C e n t r a l i a .  Mr. Robertson tau g h t  school f o r  

a y e a r  in  each p la c e ,  and in  186U the P re s b y te r ia n  Board p laced  him in  

charge of the  Ind ian  Orphan I n s t i t u t e  in  n o r th e a s te rn  Kansas, near High­

land in  Doniphan County. Most of the f o r ty  orphan c h i ld re n  were from the 

Sioux t r i b e s .  The school lacked s u f f i c i e n t  te a c h e rs  and funds, b u t  the 

m is s io n a r ie s  labored  th e re  f o r  two y e a r s  in  an e f f o r t  to  b e t t e r  the  con­

d i t i o n s  of the c h i ld re n  in  t h e i r  charge .

S ince the  fam ily  inc luded  f iv e  c h i ld re n —Augusta, A l ic e ,  Grace, 

Samuel and Dora— the meager s a la ry  p rov ided  a bare  sustenance . The Board 

allowed $200.00 a y ea r  f o r  husband and w ife , and $2^.00 f o r  each c h i ld .

This  small rem uneration  was augmented by help from R o b er tso n 's  p a re n t s  

and by c o n t r ib u t io n s  from f r i e n d s .  While they were l iv in g  a t  H ighland,

Dora d ied ,  and when the  fam ily  made the  t r i p  back to  T u l lah assee  a f t e r  

the  war, they took her body w ith  them and b u r ied  i t  b es id e  Mrs. R obert-
1 p

s o n 's  p a re n ts  a t  the m iss ion  cemetery near Park  H i l l .

^ ^ L e tte rs  from W alter L ourie  to  W. S. R obertson , August 2, l86b; 
September 1866j "Augusta Moore," 3, H ise l C o l.;  B la i r ,  "T u lla h a sse e ,"
70.

12 I b i d . , 57; L e t te r  from A. E. W, R obertson to  Miss Nancy Thomp­
son, August 23, 186[|.; L e t te r  from W alter Lourie  to  W. S. R obertson ,
Ju ly  22, 1866; L e t te r  from L iz z ie  S . C lark  to  A. E. W. R obertson , Janu­
a ry  20, 1863; L e t te r  from Mrs. Samuel R obertson to  W. S. R obertson ,
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On November l5> 1866, The R obertson and J .  R. Ramsey fa m ilie s  

l e f t  Kansas in  two covered wagons f o r  the th re e  hundred m ile t r e k  to

th e i r  form er home among the  In d ia n s . The R obertsons went to  T u llah as-

13see and Mr. Ramsey became a  m issio n ary  to  the  Sem inoles. A lice  was 

twelve y e a rs  o ld  when they made the  t r i p  and served as the canç) cook.

She would a r i s e  a t  L:30 in  the  morning, p u t the  iro n  te a  k e t t l e  on the 

f i r e ,  g e t the  du tch  oven ready to  cook th e  b i s c u i t s ,  and o b ta in  a long 

handled f ry in g  pan to  p rep a re  the  bacon. Food was sca rc e , b u t  the  young 

cook would c a re fu l ly  p o r tio n  o u t to  each one the maximum q u a n ti ty . The 

m o th er 's  time was com pletely  f i l l e d  w ith  the care  of f iv e  months old 

tw in boys, Johnny and W il l ie .  A lice  and the l i t t l e  g i r l s  s l e p t  in  the 

wagon, and h e r p a re n ts  s le p t  in  the  t e n t  w ith  the b a b ie s .

Ann A ugusta, the  o ld e s t  c h i ld ,  was n o t w ith  the  fam ily  on the 

journey  from Kansas because she had e n ro lle d  as a s tu d en t a t  Cooper 

Seminary in  Dayton, Ohio. She was the r e c ip ie n t  of a sch o la rsh ip  o f 

board , room, and tu i t i o n ,  o ffe re d  by Mrs. B. G. Galloway.

Upon a r r iv a l  a t  T u llah a sse e , the m is s io n a r ie s  found the b r ic k  

b u ild in g  they  had used fo r  the  board ing  school a lm ost in  ru in s ;  n o t a 

door nor a window rem ained; h o les  had been  made in  the  w a lls  by the

February 1, 1863; L e t te r  from A. E. W. R obertson to  Mr. and Mrs. Samuel 
R obertson , January  2, 1867, R obertson C o l . , T u lsa  U.

13L e tte r  from J .  R. Ramsey, m issio n ary  to  the Seminole In d ia n s , 
to  W. S . R obertson , A p ril  19, 1871; A. E. ¥ .  R obertson , "W ritin g s ,"  
R obertson C o l.,  T u lsa  U.

^^A lice M. R obertson , "Old Timers Scare Even," September l5 ,  1929; 
"A lice M. R obertson ,"  A p a rç ih le t, R obertson C o l.,  T u lsa  U.

^ ^ l a i r ,  "T u lla h a sse e ,"  U7; L e t te r  from Mrs. B. G. Galloway to  
¥ . S. R obertson , Ju ly  30, 1866, R obertson C o l.,  T u lsa  U.
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Federal s o ld ie r s  who had taken the b r ic k s  to  F o r t  Gibson to  make ovens.

The f a th e r  went to  work w ith  saw and hammer to  make the doors and board 

tç) the windows, while the fam ily  l ived  in  a t e n t  in  the  yard .^^

Since very  l i t t l e  f u r n i tu r e  and food were a v a i la b le ,  the Robert­

sons made use of items they found abandoned near the p la c e .  An old 

ru s ty ,  beaten-up hea tin g  stove was used fo r  cocking. Hay, l e f t  by th e  

cavalrymen, was p u t  in to  t ic k in g  fo r  the beds. T ab les , c h a i r s ,  and bed-
1 7

s tead s  were made from boards and s a s s a f r a s  s a p l in g s . " '

T he ir  f i r s t  Christmas was observed w ith  the  b e s t  the fam ily  could
1 Q

a f fo rd .  R eca ll in g  the occasion , A lice  wrote:

Grace and I  awakened e a r ly  t h a t  morning to  hear the howling pack 
of wolves a t  the door, which though accustomed as  we were to  the 
sound, never l o s t  i t s  h o rro r  to  us c h i ld re n  and made us c l in g  c lo se  
to g e th e r  in  sh iv er in g  s i l e n c e .

Gaily we waited the  l i f t i n g  of the cover from the ta b le  and how 
b rav e ly  we re jo ic e d  over the simple love token! Only the b ab ies  had 
new g i f t s  from the s to re ,  b u t  they f lo u r ish e d  t h e i r  b r ig h t  t i n  
r a t t l e r s  w ith  a g le e fu ln e s s  t h a t  made up to  a l l  the r e s t  of them.

Because her mother was n o t  s tro n g ,  A lice  assumed the r e s p o n s ib i l i t y

of the housekeeping. For b r e a k f a s t  t h a t  morning she p repared  ven ison ,

corn cakes to  go w ith  molasses, and c o ffe e .  Dinner co n s is te d  of eggs,

m ilk , b u t t e r ,  chicken, wild game, and mincemeat p i e .  Her f a th e r  bought

a tu rkey  f o r  tw en ty -five  cen ts  from an Ind ian  who had k i l l e d  i t  w ith  a

bow and arrow. Mr. Robertson d id  no t hun t because he was too near

^^Alice M. Robertson, "Christmas Time," Muskogee Phoenix, n .d . ,  
Robertson C o l. ,  Tulsa  U.

17Muskogee Phoenix, n . d . ,  Robertson C o l . ,  Tulsa  U.
1A

A lice  Robertson, "Christmas Time," H ise l  Col.
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19s ig h te d .

Not only was p h y s ic a l re c o n s tru c tio n  n ecessa rj ', b u t r e l ig io u s

improvement had to  be made b e fo re  the work a t  T u llahassee  could s t a r t

ag a in . The church had been d is so lv e d  and man}' of the  members were dead,

20b u t  i t  was reo rgan ized  w ith  the  few th a t  rem ained. The m issionary  rode

throughout the a re a  on horseback , c a rry in g  corn  on one s ide  o f h is  sad d le ,

h is  B ib le , hymn books, and a l i t t l e  case of medicine on the o th e r . A r o l l
21o f b la n k e ts  served as h is  bed.

During the  y e a r 186?, the In d ia n s  began to  d r i f t  back to  th e i r  

p re-w ar homes. Few of them had l iv e s to c k , and most o f them were p en n i­

le s s .  T h e ir b u ild in g s  had been burned , t h e i r  fences to rn  down, and th e i r

22f i e l d s  had grown tç) in  w e ed s .' A lice  r e c a l le d  th is  y ear as the  most so r­

row ful o f her l i f e .  I t  was the  w e t te s t  season ever known in  th a t  co u n try . 

The s tag n an t w ater b red  m osquitoes causing  epidem ics of m a la r ia . As a 

r e s u l t  of the  y e a rs  of p o v erty  and s a c r i f i c e ,  the people had low r e s i s t ­

ance and many d ie d . There vreis l i t t l e  seed to  p la n t  and l i t t l e  oppor­

tu n i ty  to  p la n t  i t ,  thus causing  a shortage  o f food f o r  the  w in te r . The 

R obertsons secured two cows in  A p ril o f  th a t  y e a r , and shared m ilk w ith  

th e i r  s ic k  neighbors.

In  the summer, an epidem ic of c h o le ra  broke o u t and whole f a m ilie s  

d ied  o f i t .  Dr. D. D. H itchcock , H annah's husband, was one o f i t s  v ic tim s .

l ^Ibld.
20

R. M. Loughridge, "H isto ry  o f P re sb y te r ia n  M ission Work Among 
the  Creek In d ia n s ,"  Robertson C o l.,  T u lsa  U.

21Muskogee Phoenix, S, n .d . ,  R obertson  C o l., Okla. H is t .  Soc.

^^A lice M. R obertson , "Miss A lice  R eports In d ia n  S i tu a t io n  A fte r  
C iv il  War," Muskogee Phoenix, June 26, 1929, Robertson C o l.,  T u lsa  U.
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I4rs. H itchcock to ld  o f a Creek woman who f e l l  in  the  middle o f the  road 

on her way home from the  s to re  and d ied . The d ise a se  was so w idespread
pi

th a t  i t  was im possib le  to  g e t help  in  tak in g  care  o f the  s ic k .

A fe v e r ,  which was a ls o  p re v a le n t  in  the  whole re g io n , s tru c k

the R obertson  home and b e fo re  long every  member o f th e  fam ily  had su f­

fe re d  i t s  weakening e f f e c t .  I t  caused the d ea th  o f the  young tw in boys, 

Johnnie and W i l l i e . A l i c e  l a t e r  r e c a l le d  th ese  try in g  tim es and w ro te ;^^

The n ex t C hristm as, l8 6 ? , was d i f f e r e n t .  The b a t te re d  l i t t l e  t i n
r a t t l e r s  and time worn shoes had been c a r e f u l ly  h idden  away among 
m other’ s m ost p re c io u s  t r e a s u r e s .  In  the  autumn had come the  days 
of fe v e r  to  a l l  the  fa m ily . One of the  tw ins had succumbed to  i t .
Then f a th e r  and mother b o th  lay  so re ly  s t r ic k e n , f i r s t  one then  the  
o th e r .  Brave l i t t l e  s i s t e r  and I  had been th e  l a s t  to  y ie ld  to  i t ,  
and the  o th e r  o f the  tw ins s l e p t  in  th e  waxen lo v e lin e s s  o f p u r i ty  
t h a t  d ea th  b r in g s .

Old uncle  John made boxes from the rough b o ard s  of the a t t i c  
f lo o r  which I  covered and l in e d  w ith  one o f m other’ s sh e e ts . I  
remember he lp in g  unc le  John to  c lo se  the l i d  fo r  the  l a s t  time 
s h u ttin g  ou t the baby fa c e , and then the fe v e r  se ized  me to o , and 
f o r  days, mary days, the  fe v e r  dreams l e f t  no memories.

So when C hristm as (l86?) came ag a in , though we had much more of 
m a te r ia l  com forts than  th e  y e a r b e fo re , f a th e r ’ s v o ice  f a l t e r e d  as 
he read  the  s to ry  of th e  C h r is t  c h ild  . . . and m other’ s f in g e r s  
trem bled on the m elodian keys and w hile  we though t o f the  t i n  r a t ­
t l e r s  s to re d  away, we could n o t sing the v e rs e s  o f "While the  Shep­
h erds Watched T h e ir F locks by  W ight."

The y ea r 1868 was one of v a r ie d  a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  the  fam ily . The 

famed e v a n g e l is t  sp en t much o f  h is  time among the  p e o p le . He was a ls o

^^"Alice M. R obertson , "The Spring  and Summer o f 186?," n .d . ,  
R obertson  C o l.,  T u lsa  U .j L e t te r  from Hannah W orcester to  A. E. W. Rob­
e r ts o n , J u ly  22, 1867, R obertson C o l.,  T u lsa  U.

^ V e t t e r  from A. E. W. Robertson to  Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Robert­
son, October 30, 1867, Robertson C o l . ,  T u lsa  U.

25
A lice  M. Robertson, "Christmas Time," Muskogee Phoenix, n .d . ,  

Robertson C o l . ,  Tulsa  Ü.
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busy in  the  f i e l d s ,  p la n t in g  c rcps o f co rn , p o ta to e s , punpkins, squash, 

and o th e r v eg e ta b le s  f o r  the  fa m ily 's  needs. In  a d d itio n  he worked in  

the  woods, sawing lumber to  r e p a ir  T u llah assee  M ission b u i l d i n g s . B y  

March, I 869 , the b u ild in g s  were re p a ire d  and th e  la rg e  b e l l ,  s t i l l  hanging 

in  the  cupo la , was sounded f o r  the reopening  of tlie board ing  sch o o l. F i f ­

teen  g i r l s  and f i f t e e n  boys were in  a tte n d an c e . In  October of the  same 

y ear the school was in c reased  to  e ig h ty  p u p i l s ,  w ith  s ix  te a c h e rs  and

sev e ra l  h e lp e r s .  Leonard W orcester, a younger b ro th e r  of Mrs. Robertson,

27was su p e r in ten d e n t ,  and W. S. Robertson was p r i n c i p a l .

Teaching school meant more than i n s t r u c t i o n  in  the th re e  R 's .

They wanted the boys and g i r l s  to  le a rn  how to  work, make a l iv in g ,  keep 

a c lea n  house, cook n o u rish ing  meals, have happy homes, and le a rn  the 

p r in c ip l e s  of C h r i s t i a n i t y  according to  the  s t r i c t  r u le s  of Mew England 

Calvinism . They were always in te r e s t e d  in  the w elfa re  of t h e i r  s tu d en ts  

and corresponded w i th  many a f t e r  they l e f t  school, urg ing  them to  con­

t in u e  in  the ways of l i f e  they had been ta u g h t .

One of the p u p i l s  w ith  whom the Robertsons corresponded a f t e r  he

l e f t  the school was P le a s a n t  P o r te r ,  a f te rw ard  a d e leg a te  to  Congress 

and P r in c ip a l  Chief of the Creeks. They had a g re a t  in fluence  in  con­

v e r t in g  P o r te r  to  C h r i s t i a n i t y  and were anxious t h a t  he remain f i rm  to
pfi

h i s  vows and be an i n s p i r a t i o n  to  h is  p eo p le .  On one occasion  Mrs.

^ ^ B la ir ,  " T u lla h a sse e ,"  $6.

27A lice  M. R obertson , "Opening of School A f te r  the War," n . p . ,  
n . d . ;  R. M. Loughridge, "H is to ry  of P r e s b y te r ia n  Mission Work Among the 
Creek In d ia n s ,"  Robertson C o l . ,  Tulsa U.

28L e tte r  from E. L. Ramsey to  A. E. W. R obertson, A p ril I 8 ,
1871, R obertson C o l.,  T u lsa  U.
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R obertson wrote him about the e v i l  of going to  the th e a te r ,  and he r e ­

p l ie d :  " I  know you t r u ly  hold my w elfare  d ea r, as  you do a l l  th a t  have
po

been your s c h o la r s .”

Mrs. R obertson , a devou tly  r e l ig io u s  p e rso n , tau g h t her c h ild re n  

what she co n sidered  accep tab le  and becoming p ie ty .  When Augusta re tu rn e d  

home a f t e r  a y e a r 's  absence a t  Cooper Sem inary, her mother d id  n o t appear 

g lad  to  see her and would h a rd ly  speak because her daughter had come home

on Sunday. This h a b i t  of s t r i c t  observance of the  fo u r th  commandment r e ­

mained w ith  A lice  a l l  her l i f e .  In  the m idst o f her p o l i t i c a l  cançjaign 

in  1920, she would n o t t r a v e l  on Sunday.

In  a d d itio n  to  t r a n s la t in g  th e  New Testam ent in to  th e  Creek la n ­

guage, Mrs. R obertson fu rn ish ed  m a te r ia l fo r  the In d ian s  in  a paper 

c a l le d  Our M onthly. The paper was p r in te d  on the  school hand p re s s  by

31her son, Samuel, w ith  the help of In d ian  boys.

Ann Augusta graduated  from Cooper Seminary June 23, 18?0, and

supported by her church a t  E lm ira , re tu rn e d  to  T u llahassee  to  help w ith

32teach ing  in  the  schoo l. A fte r  a sh o r t  co u rtsh ip  she was m arried  to
13

J .  W. C ra ig , who a s s is te d  her f a th e r  in  th e  o p e ra tio n  of the farm."'

29L e tte r  from P le a sa n t P o r te r  to  Mrs. A. E. W. R obertson,
March 8, 18?2, R obertson C o l., T u lsa  U.

^^M ille r ,  "A lice R o b er tso n ,” 8.

2^A. E. W. R obertson, "N otebook,” 3, R obertson C o l., T ulsa U.

^ ^ L e tte r  from A. E. W. R obertson to  Mrs. Day, October 18, 1879; 
L e tte r  from Hannah W orcester to  A. E. W, R obertson , June 23, 18?0; L e tte r  
from Ann Augusta R obertson to  A. E. W. R obertson, November 6 , I 866 ; L e t te r  
from A. E. W. R obertson to  Mrs. W illiam s, February  6 , I 88L, Robertson 
C o l., T u lsa  U.

^ '3 1 a i r ,  " T u lla h a sse e ,” 79.
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From the age of twelve to  seventeen , A lice  received  no formal 

educa tion  excep t th a t  which she rece iv ed  a t  the m ission. She helped 

her p a re n ts  w ith  the o p e ra t io n  of the school b u t  r e a l i z e d  she had no one 

to  teach  h e r .  Since Ann Augusta had conçileted her co llege  course in  the  

E as t  and re tu rn ed  to  take up her work w ith  the  school, i t  vras now A l i c e ' s  

tu rn  to  go away to  c o l le g e .



CHAPTER I I I

SCHOOL GIRL AND CLERK

In  1871, A lice  R obertson  r e a l iz e d  the  dream o f fu r th e r in g  h e r edu­

c a tio n  by e n te r in g  E lm ira C ollege in  New York. She w rote: " I  d id  n o t

r e a l iz e  a t  the  time what an adventure  was b e fo re  me when a t  the  age of 

seven teen , I  went to  th e  f i r s t  co lleg e  f o r  women in  America a t  E lm ira , New 

York." Her p a re n ts  had done w ell in  p re p a rin g  her fo r  c o lle g e  work, f o r  

when she took her en tran ce  exam inations, she passed  w ith o u t d i f f i c u l t y .^  

S h o r tly  a f t e r  her en ro llm en t she w rote h e r s i s t e r ,  " I  do t r y  so hard to  

win and i f  d e te rm in a tio n  w i l l  accom plish  any th ing  I  s h a l l  do som ething.

There i s  always a  way f o r  those who " t r y  so h a rd ."  Dr. F red e ric k  

L ent, P re s id e n t o f E lm ira  and a form er c lassm ate  o f A l ic e 's  f a th e r  a t  

Union C o llege , gave h e r employment so she m ight earn  p a r t  of her expenses. 

The r e s t  o f h e r needs was su p p lied  by f r ie n d s  of the  C ongregational and 

P re sb y te r ia n  churches o f E lm ira . In  a d d it io n , Ann Augusta s e n t what she 

could spare  from h er meager s a la ry  as  te a c h e r  a t  T u llah a sse e .^

A lice  R obertson was w e ll known and loved by h e r fe llo w  s tu d en ts

^Alice M. R obertson, "Miss A lice  R eports In d ia n  S i tu a t io n  A fte r  
C iv il  War," Muskogee Phoenix , June I6 , 1929.

^ L e tte r  from A lice  R obertson  to  Ann A ugusta, March 13, 18?3, 
R obertson C o l., T ulsa U.

^ L e tte r  from Mrs. A. E. W. R obertson to  Mrs. W illiam s, Febru­
ary  6 , I 88U, R obertson C o l., T u lsa  Ü.

Ul
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as w ell as  the  c i t i z e n s  o f E lm ira . In  l a t e r  y e a r s ,  she v i s i t e d  th e  c o l­

lege on many occasions and was always rece iv ed  w ith  honor and c o u rte sy .

In  1921 she was a  s p e c ia l  g u est a t  the  Commencement e x e rc is e s  and fe a tu re d  

speaker a t  the  luncheon. Dr. Lent asked Mrs. M olly Ann Haley to  read  the 

poem she had w r i t te n  fo r  the  occasion  and d ed ica ted  to  Miss R obertson . I t  

was c a l le d  "The Beloved B e ll-R in g e r ,"  because A lice  had helped d e fra y  h er 

expenses by r in g in g  th e  b e l l .  The poem d ep ic ted  h e r c h a ra c te r  a s  w e ll a s  

the  r e s p e c t  and honor she rece iv ed  from those who knew h e r .

THE BELOVED BELL-RINGER^

Dawn in  th e  c o lle g e  c o r r id o r  and th e re  
B eside the  Octagon, a s le n d e r  g i r l .
G ree tin g  the  hour*s r e s p o n s ib i l i ty .
H ig h -hearted  as  she r in g s  th e  r i s i n g  b e l l i

"Wake fo r  the  day i s  come, the  canç>us gleams 
Dew-drenched and g la d , b en ea th  the  morning sun.
Might is  fo r  s leep  b u t now have done w ith  dreams 
S ince every hour must be a p re c io u s  one.
For i s  Our C ollege n o t a p io n e e r ,
S e t on a  h i l l ,  to  prove i f  i t  be tru e  
T hat women may be t r a in e d  to  h ig h e r th in g s?"

T h is  i s  a  p ic tu r e  t h a t  our h e a r ts  hold d e a r .
We sm ile w ith  ten d ern ess  to  see her th e re .
As, f a i t h f u l  to  h e r ta s k , the  long day th rough .
B eside the  Octagon, her b e l l s  she r in g s !

Dawn,—and b e s id e  the  Octagon o f L ife ,
R inging the  r i s in g  b e l l  f o r  womanhood.
The summons to  a  f a i r e r ,  f u l l e r  day.
She who was f a i t h f u l  in  th e  l e s s e r  th in g s .
Perform s the  g re a te r  w ith  a  re v e re n t  h e a r t .
And looking o u t a c ro ss  the  th ro n g in g  ways.
S t i l l  to  her conscience t r u e ,  w ith  t i r e l e s s  hands,
"Keeping the  f a i t h , "  a s  in  h er c o lle g e  days,
W ith in  the  N a tio n 's  C ap ito l she s ta n d s ,

^Molly Anderson H aley, "The Beloved B e ll-R in g e r ,"  E lm ira  C ollege 
B u l le t in , Alumnae News Number, Summer, 1931, pp . 17-18; L e t te r  from A lice  
R obertson to  Ann A ugusta, October 1, l8 ? l ,  R obertson  C o l., T u lsa  U.
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T rained  f o r  her ta sk  by crowded y ea rs  w herethru  
She rang the  b e l l s  o f o p p o rtu n ity ,
That " th ey  who s a t  in  darkness" m ight behold 
That L ig h t which i s  the  very  L ife  of men!

So meet i t  i s ,  t h a t  we w ith  k in d lin g  h e a r ts .
Do homage to  the  se rv ic e  she has wrought,
And c lo s e r  drawn through th i s ,  our common bond.
Ask of o u rse lv e s , have we too "Kept the f a i th ? "
Or have we f r e t t e d  th a t  the ro u tin e  days 
"Withheld us from ach iev in g  as we would?
She tu rned  the humdrum to  her M aster’ s p r a is e .
And of the  sim ple th in g s  evolved the good!
Dawn,—and the  r i s in g  b e l l  r in g s  round the w orld,
"Wake woman so u ls , f o r  th e re  i s  much to  do,
Young n a t io n ’ s reach in g  up im ploring hands.
Old n a tio n s  yearn ing  to  be b u i l t  anew."
And oh, we would n o t m iss th i s  sh in ing  day.
Nor w hile  i t s  challenge  p e a ls ,  s leep  id ly  on.
B ut, sp rin g in g  to  new se rv ic e , p ro irfly  say,
" I s  n o t t h i s  one who r in g s  the b e l l ,  our own?"

The young s tu d en t was in te re s te d  in  w r i t in g , and in  h e r p re p a r­

a t io n  she took cou rses in  h is to r y ,  E n g lish , and c iv ic s .  In  a l e t t e r  to  

Ann Augusta she s a id , " I  am each day looking forw ard to  the  tim e when I 

s h a l l  have b ra in  power enough to  be ab le  to  w r i te .  T hat seems the only  

way open to  me. Teaching i s  slow and k i l l i n g ." ^  An essay  w r i t te n  Novem­

b e r  8 , 1871, was one of her f i r s t  e f f o r t s .  Though re v e a lin g  im m aturity 

and m ed io c rity  f o r  a s tu d en t o f her age, i t  showed an u n s e l f is h  and 

hum anitarian  s p i r i t  which was so c h a r a c te r i s t ic  o f h e r.

WHEN MY SHIP COMES I #

Somewhere in  the v a s t  ocean of the unknown, my sh ip  i s  now s a i l in g .  
Only in  im ag ination  have I  seen i t —y e t  fancy  has p a in te d  in  glowing 
c o lo rs  many b r ig h t  dreams to  be r e a l iz e d —when my sh ip  comes in!

^Foreman, "Honorable A lice  R obertson ," 1I4,.

^"E ssays W ritten  by A lice  R obertson While A S tu d en t At E lm ira ,"  
E lm ira C ollege B u l le t in , Alumnae News Number, Autumn, 1931, p .  S.
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In  you th  we a re  ever dreaming o f the  f u tu r e ,  and th e re  a re  tim es 
when fo r g e t t in g  the  p re s e n t  w ith  i t s  c a re s  and d u t ie s  I  wander in  the  
tan g led  mazes o f dream l i f e .  A lready I  am dec id in g  what use I  s h a l l  
make of ny u n to ld  w ealth  when ny tre a s u re - la d e n  v e s s e l i s  s a fe ly  
anchored and I  have so g la d ly  rece iv ed  i t s  burden .

I  th in k  o f th e  many p r iv i le g e s  and advantages enjoyed by the s tu ­
d en ts  o f th i s  C ollege and decide  th a t  a  p a r t  o f my r ic h e s  s h a l l  endow 
a s im ila r  i n s t i t u t i o n  in  the  f a r  southw est th a t  the  b la ck  eyed daugh­
t e r s  o f the  f o r e s t  may have o p p o r tu n itie s  to  c u l t iv a te  the equal 
t a l e n t  Providence has g iven  them—While i t  has denied the means of 
c u ltu re  bestowed upon th e i r  f a i r e r  s i s t e r s .

Then, to o , ny people  should no longer hunger fo r  the books in  
t h e i r  n a tiv e  tongue I  m ight supply  them w ith —were such golden 
tr e a s u re s  indeed mine.

When ray sh ip  comes in , I  w i l l  v i s i t  the  old w orld . Through the 
s to r ie d  c i t i e s  of a n c ie n t time I  s h a l l  wander. I  w i l l  v i s i t  the  
many p la c e s  we co n s id e r sacred  because once the  homes of those whose 
names have been rendered  immortal by th e i r  g en iu s . Everywhere ga in ­
ing f r e s h  knowledge, new th o u g h ts , and v a lu ab le  ex p e rien ces , the  
r e a l i z a t io n  o f  t h i s  dream would indeed be p le a s a n t .

When ny ship comes in  the  E lm ira C ollege s h a l l  have a museum and 
P ro fe sso r  Ford w i l l  no longer have to  w ish v a in ly  fo r  specimens to  
i l l u s t r a t e  h is  le c tu r e s .  A gymnasium s h a l l  re scu e  the  Chapel from 
one o f i t s  p re s e n t  uses and dumb w a ite rs  s h a ll  p re v e n t weary f e e t  
from clim bing so many s t a i r s .

F a rth e r  than t h i s  I  dare  n o t now ex p ress  my id eas  a s  to  the  
d is p o s i t io n  o f my im aginary fo r tu n e . A fo r tu n e  which w i l l ,  however, 
p ro b ab ly  never be mine in  r e a l i t y .  I  know though th a t  ray fu tu re  
depends upon ray p re s e n t  a c tio n , so I  w i l l  n o t w a it id ly  f o r  ray 
sh ip  to  come in  b u t  w i l l  t r y  to  work.

While a t  E lm ira , A lice  R obertson made her f i r s t  t r i p  to  Washing­

to n , D. C ., a long w ith  some o th e rs  from the  c o lle g e , and they  had the 

o p p o rtu n ity  of seeing  P re s id e n t and Mrs. G ran t. She w rote her s i s t e r  o f
7

m eeting P le a sa n t P o r te r  and S enato r Chandler on th i s  o c c a s io n . '

When I  was a t  the C a p ita l w ith  P le a sa n t [ P o r te r ] ,  I  to ld  him of 
ray note to  S enator C handler, so he b ro u g h t him o u t and I  p re sen te d

^ L e tte r  from A lice  R obertson  to  A ugusta, May 11, 18?2, R obertson 
C o l., T u lsa  U. S en a to r Chandler was a cousin  o f  A l ic e 's  m other, and 
P le a sa n t P o r te r  was a d e leg a te  to  Congress from the  Creek N ation .



i t .  . . . The worthy S en a to r d id  n o t seem unim pressed by me, f o r  he 
began im m ediately tr a c in g  resem blances betw een m yself and the  Orr 
fam ily . . . .  I  th in k  th e  t r i p  p a id  i f  any th ing  ever d id .

Her c o lle g e  c a re e r  came to  a  c lo se  in  J u ly , 18?3, when she was 

o ffe re d  a  job as c o p y is t  in  th e  In d ia n  o f f ic e  in  W ashington, th e reb y  be­

coming the  f i r s t  woman to  do any work in  t h i s  departm ent. T h is p o s t  she 

re ta in e d  fo r  s ix  years.®  She f e l t  th a t  her fam ily  needed h e r f in a n c ia l  

a s s is ta n c e ,  and she a ls o  wanted to  help  h e r younger s i s t e r ,  G race, go to  

c o lle g e . A lice  never went back to  sch o o l, b u t  was g ran ted  an honorary 

M aster’ s Degree by  E lm ira C ollege in  1886.^

While in  W ashington, she a v a ile d  h e r s e l f  o f  the  o p p o rtu n ity  of 

le a rn in g  shorthand and ty p e w ritin g , and a fte rw a rd s  was the  only  s ten o ­

grapher in  th e  In d ia n  T e r r i to ry  f o r  many y e a r s .  She a lso  s tu d ie d  dom estic 

sc ience  from Miss Corson and so c ia l-w e lfa re  work from Miss H unting ton .

These co u rses  were to  p rep a re  her f o r  a l i f e  o f  g re a te r  u se fu ln e ss  when she 

re tu rn e d  to  h e r peo p le  to  te ac h  the  In d ia n s .

Miss R o bertson ’ s work in  th e  In d ia n  O ffice  had g iven  h e r oppor­

tu n i ty  to  meet peo p le  o f h ig h  honor and p o l i t i c a l  in f lu e n c e . Dr. M e r r i l l  

E. G ates became one of h er warm s u p p o r te rs . She had the p r iv i le g e  of 

a tte n d in g  se v e ra l re c e p tio n s  given by Mrs. U ly sses  S. G ran t. A t one o f 

them she met Mrs. R u therfo rd  B. Hayes, and the  fu tu re  P re s id e n t o f the

Q
R obertson , "Miss A lice  R eports  In d ia n  S i tu a t io n " ;  L e t te r  from Mrs. 

A. E. W. R obertson to  Mrs. W illiam s, F eb ruary  6 , 188U, R obertson C o l.,
T u lsa  U.

9
"One of E lm ira 's  Most D is tin g u ish ed  Alumnae P asses Away," E lm ira 

C ollege B u l le t in , Alumnae News Number, Summer, 1931, p .  l6 .

Woman Who Got In to  Congress Through the  Want-Ad Columns," The 
L i te r a ry  D ig est, December U, 1920, p .  5b; Muskogee Times-Democrat, J u ly  1, 
1931.
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U nited S ta te s ,  James A. G a r f ie ld , and h is  w ife .^ ^  She had n o t been happy

12in  her ençiloyinent, however, and w rote her m other:

P lease  Mama, do n o t be vexed w ith  me, do n o t g ive me up, b u t  I  do 
n o t know what i s  to  become of me. T h is w o rth le ss  departm ent l i f e  i s  
s t i f l i n g  ou t of e x is ten c e  th e  v e ry  l i t t l e  of good and u n s e lf ish n e s s  
th e re  i s  l e f t  in  ay n a tu re . T his i s  the reaso n  I  have n o t w r i t te n  
home. I  knew the b lu en ess  would show. Two weeks and I  w i l l  be 22.
I  canno t r e a l iz e  i t .

In  1879 she te rm in a ted  h er p o s i t io n  in  the Indi.an O ffice  and went 

home to  h e lp  w ith  the work a t  T u lla h a sse e . She became the dom estic 

science  te a c h e r  f o r  the  school and was ab le  to  r e l ie v e  her mother of many 

household t a s k s . T h e  o f f ic e  o f In d ian  A ffa ir s  r e g re t te d  to  lo se  the 

s e rv ic e s  o f  so v a lu a b le  an employee and in  accep tin g  the  r e s ig n a t io n  her 

su p e rv iso r , E. J .  Brooks, wrote

I  d e s ire  to  ex p ress  r e g r e t  th a t  you f e e l  com pelled to  r e s ig n  the 
p o s i t io n  of c le rk  in  t h i s  Bureau which fo r  n e a r ly  s ix  y e a rs  you have 
f i l l e d  w ith  e n t i r e  a c c e p ta b i l i ty ,  and to  a ssu re  you o f ny h igh  ap p re ­
c ia t io n  of the  e f f ic ie n c y , p ro n p tn ess  and f i d e l i t y  w ith  which you 
have d isch a rg ed  your o f f i c i a l  d u t ie s .  Your unusual c l e r i c a l  a b i l i t y  
b o th  in  r e s p e c t  to  qu ickness and ex ce llen ce  o f penmanship w i l l  make 
i t  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  the  o f f ic e  to  f i l l  the  p lace  you have v a ca te d .

I  s h a l l  be in te r e s te d  to  know of your success in  the  o th e r  phase 
of In d ia n  work which you liave chosen, and i f  a t  an^r tim e you should 
d e s ir e  to  r e tu r n  to  t h i s  o f f ic e ,  I  s h a l l  be g lad , in  th e  i n t e r e s t  of 
the  s e rv ic e , to  recommend your reappo in tm en t.

A fte r  a y e a r a t  T u llah assee  Miss R obertson re c e iv e d  an appointm ent

^^A lice M. R obertson , ’’Women of the White H ouse,” Muskogee D aily  
Phoenix, O ctober 6 , 1929; L e t te r  from M e r r il l  E. G ates to  A lice  R obertson , 
A p ril 12, 1900, R obertson C o l. ,  T u lsa  U.

12L e tte r  from A lice  R obertson to  Mrs. A. E. W. R obertson , Decem­
b e r  13 , 1876 , R obertson C o l. ,  T u lsa  U.

^ ^ M ille r , "R o b ertso n ,” 1$.

^ ^ L e tte r  from E. J .  Brooks to  A lice  R obertson , March lit , 1879, 
R obertson C o l.,  T u lsa  U.



17

as C lark  a t  th e  In d ia n  School a t  C a r l i s le ,  P ennsy lvan ia, September, I 88O. 

She was made s e c re ta ry  to  C ap ta in  R, H. P r a t t ,  S uperin ten d en t o f the
It;

school.

On December 19, I 88O, the  school b u ild in g  a t  T u llah assee  caught 

f i r e  from a d e fe c tiv e  f lu e  and burned to  the ground. N inety-seven  p u p ils  

and t h e i r  te a c h e rs  were suddenly w ith o u t a p lace  to  s ta y . Most of the 

th in g s  on the f i r s t  two f lo o r s  were saved. These inc luded  some of the 

bedding in  the g i r l s '  q u a r te r s ,  b u t ev ery th in g  on the  th i r d  f lo o r  where 

the boys s tay ed  was l o s t .  A f te r  the  d is t r ib u t io n  o f C hristm as g i f t s ,  a 

la rg e  number o f s tu d en ts  was taken  in to  the homes of f r ie n d s ,  w hile  the 

few g i r l s  th a t  remained s l e p t  in  the iro n in g  room on p a l l e t s .  The boys 

who stayed  w ith  the school s le p t  on hay in  the  b a rn .^ ^

Immediately A lice  Robertson was n o t i f i e d  of the tragedy , and w ith  

the coo p era tio n  of C ap tain  P r a t t ,  she went to  Washington to  the Ind ian  

O ffice  where she had p re v io u s ly  worked, to  lay  be fo re  i t  the r e q u e s t  t h a t  

the  most prom ising s tu d e n ts  o f  T u llahassee  be s e n t  to  C a r l i s l e  a t  the ex­

pense of the government. The Department agreed to  pay the  expenses of 

tw en ty -f ive  s tu d en ts  i f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  could be fu rn ish e d .  Having r e a l ­

ized  her f i r s t  o b je c t iv e ,  she s e t  ou t to  accomplish the second—fr e e  

t r a n s p o r ta t io n  from the  Creek Nation to  C a r l i s l e .  With c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  

energy and d e c is io n ,  she began to  i n t e r e s t  some wealthy people in  her 

cause, and was su cc e ss fu l  in  o b ta in in g  the  money from a w e l l - to -d o  cousin , 

E. D. W orcester, and R u sse l l  Sage, the  well-known p h i l a n th r o p i s t .  A ll

^ ^ B la ir , "T u lla h a sse e ,"  8 I .

^^A. E. W. Robertson, "W rit in g s ,"  Robertson C o l . , Tulsa  U.
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t h i s  was q u ite  a se rv ic e  f o r  a young woman to  perform .

The burn ing  of T u llah assee  was a g re a t  shock to  A lice*s f a th e r ,  

b u t  he would no t l e t  i t  keep him from ca rry in g  on the endeavor which was 

so c lo se  to  h is  h e a r t .  Im m ediately he s e t  to  work, using  a l l  a v a ila b le  

f a c i l i t i e s ,  to  con tinue  th e  school w ith  as  many s tu d en ts  as could be accom­

modated. The workshop was converted  in to  a classroom , and the wagon shed 

became a dorm itory fo r  b ey s. W ithin a few weeks th e  school reopened w ith

twenty boys. F i f ty  form er s tu d en ts  had to  w a it u n t i l  more b u ild in g s  were 
1 ftp ro v id ed .

He c a r r ie d  on the  campaign to  re b u ild  T u llah assee  by w rit in g  l e t ­

t e r s  to  those he thought were in te re s te d  and could h e lp , b u t h is  p le a s  

b ro u g h t l i t t l e  encouragem ent. In  a re p ly  to  re q u e s t  fo r  h e lp , John C. 

Lowrie, S e c re ta ry  o f the  P re sb y te r ia n  Board of M issions, sa id  th a t  the 

Board would n o t a l lo c a te  money fo r  re b u ild in g  the  school because the 

In d ia n s  needed to  f e e l  th e i r  own r e s p o n s ib i l i t i e s  in  such c a s e s . H o p i n g

to  re ce iv e  a more encouraging response , R obertson w rote C arl Schurz, Sec—

20r e ta r y  of the I n te r io r ;

Perhaps you w i l l  remember your k ind in v i ta t io n  given me a t  the 
In d ia n  F a ir  to  w r ite  to  you p e rs o n a lly , w ith  re fe re n ce  to  the  educa­
t io n  o f Creek g i r l s ,  i f  th e re  should be any sp e c ia l  reason  f o r  i t .
One hundred and t h i r t y  boys a re  prov ided  f o r  in  board ing  sch o o ls .

^^I b i d . ; "A lice  M. R obertson ,"  unsigned  panç)hlet, R obertson C o l.,  
T u lsa  U .; A lice  M. R obertson , "Burning of T u lla h a sse e ,"  c lip p in g , R obert­
son C o l.,  T u lsa  U.

l^ L e t te r  from W. S. R obertson to  John C. Lowrie, January  1, l8 8 l ,  
R obertson C o l.,  T u lsa  U.

^ ^ L ette r from John C. Lowrie to  ¥ . S. R obertson , February  28, l8 8 l ,  
R obertson C o l., T u lsa  Ü.

20L e tte r  from W. S. R obertson to  C arl S churz , January  29, 1881, 
R obertson C o l.,  T u lsa  U.
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and only tw enty-tw o g i r l s ,  in c lu d in g  the f i f t e e n  re c e n tly  s e n t to  
C a r l is le  through your k in d n ess .

Can you n o t a id  us in  re b u ild in g  those  broken w a lls  and ag a in  
g a th e rin g  f i f t y  boys and f i f t y  g i r l s  in  accordance w ith  our C h ie f 's  
req u est?

The added burden  of re c o n s tru c tin g  T u llah assee  and la b o rs  to  ob­

ta in  new b u ild in g s  were too much fo r  the f r a i l  body o f W. S. R obertson .

He was soon adm itted  to  the  h o s p i ta l  a t  Muskogee and remained se v e ra l
PI

months u n t i l  h is  d ea th  on June 26, l8 8 l.~  A lice  was summoned home when 

i t  became e v id e n t th a t  her f a th e r  would n o t l i v e ,  b u t  a r r iv e d  too la te  

to  see him a l iv e .  She s a t  b e s id e  h is  body d u rin g  the  n ig h t o f June 27, 

and a t  th re e  o 'c lo c k  in  the morning w rote the fo llo w in g  l e t t e r  to  

P le a sa n t P o r te r ,  C hief of the C reeks, accusing  the  Creeks and the Home 

M ission Board of k i l l i n g  her f a th e r :^ ^

Coming home too la te  fo r  even a l a s t  fond look from the  f a th e r  you 
know I  loved so w e ll, I  have been here  b e s id e  him through th ese  s t i l l  
hours.

Can you n o t imagine the  agony i t  i s  to  be b e s id e  what was ny 
f a th e r ,  and know th a t  he l e f t  us because h is  h e a r t  was broken by those 
he loved and t r u s te d  so? I  t e l l  you f r a n k ly , t h a t  t h i s  morning when 
I  came and found ny f a th e r  dead, I  ha ted  you, b u t  I  do n o t now. I  am 
sure you loved him, because he was so proud of you, he g lo r ie d  so in  
your su c c e ss fu l manhood, he re jo ic e d  so in  th e  fu tu re  o f your people 
because of your ever growing in f lu e n c e . He is  dead now. You have 
helped to  k i l l  him, and a l l  your l i f e  you w i l l  know the b i t t e r  sorrow 
of rem orse. I f  my l i f e  would have bought ny f a t h e r 's ,  you know how 
g la d ly  I  would have given i t ,  t h a t  he m ight go on in  th e  work he loved 
so w e ll. I  w i l l  n o t rep ro ach  you, I  know you d id  n o t understand  b u t 
you cannot give me back ny f a th e r .

21L e tte r  from W. S. R obertson to  A. E. W. R obertson , June 10, l8 8 l ,  
R obertson C o l. ,  T u lsa  U .; L e t te r  from W. S. R obertson to  A lice  R obertson , 
June lii ,  1681, R obertson C o l., T u lsa  U. ; B la i r ,  "T u lla h a sse e ,"  85

22L e tte r  from A lice  R obertson to  P le a sa n t P o r te r ,  June 28, l8 8 l ,  
R obertson C o l.,  T u lsa  U.
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But I  w r i te  to  you now because I  should l ik e  to  see you be fo re  I  
go back to  C a r l i s l e .  Pty f a t h e r ' s  l a s t  g i f t  to  us i s  the message to  
go on w ith  the work. For months p a s t  I  have been so d iscouraged , so 
b i t t e r  t h a t  I  have n o t  f e l t  t h a t  I  could ever even t r y  to  do any­
th in g  more fo r  the Creeks, b u t  s i t t i n g  here in  the awful s t i l l n e s s ,  
looking back over my f a t h e r ' s  l i f e ,  remembering a l l  the  hopes, the 
p ra y e rs ,  the a n x ie t i e s  he gave fo r  your p eo p le ,  I  can only say I  
w i l l  t r y  to  be more l ik e  ny f a th e r .

The good work o f W. S. R obertson had n o t gone w ith o u t genuine ap­

p r e c ia t io n  from the people  he loved and served . They knew he had given 

up ev ery th in g  to  be ab le  to  b r in g  the Creeks the jo y s  of en ligh tenm ent 

and C h r is t ia n i ty .  The Board of T ru s te e s  o f T u llah assee  met a t  Wealaka on 

Ju ly  6 , 1881, and adopted th e  fo llow ing  re s o lu t io n  which shows the  p ro ­

found r e s p e c t  and deep g r a t i f i c a t i o n  fo r  h is  s e rv ic e s  to  the  In d ia n s :^ ^

I t  i s  w ith  profound sorrow th a t  we have heard  of the d e a th  of Rev. 
Wm. S. R obertson , former su p e r in ten d e n t  of th e  T u llahassee  M ission 
Boarding School, who has f o r  so many y ea rs  been engaged in  th e  success­
f u l  educa tion  of  our you th .

We wish to  acknowledge our h e a r t f e l t  g r a t i tu d e ,  and the g ra t i tu d e  
of our people  f o r  the ve ry  f a i t h f u l ,  z ea lo u s ,  s e lf -d en y in g  and suc­
c e s s fu l  lab o rs  o f  Mr. Robertson as  a m iss ionary  and educa to r  of our 
p eo p le .  The e x c e l l e n t  r e s u l t s  of these  la b o rs  a re  to  be seen in  every 
departm ent o f  b u s in e s s  th roughout the n a t io n ,  and long w i l l  be remem­
bered  w ith  g r a te f u l  emotions by the hundreds o f  p u p i l s  who have been 
under h i s  t r a in in g .

To h i s  a f f l i c t e d  fam ily  we tender our d e ep es t  sy npatiy , and t r u s t  
t h a t  the  assurance  of h i s  C h r i s t i a n  p re p a r a t io n  to  meet the solemn 
change w i l l  com fort them in  t h i s  dark  hour.

Resolved t h a t  a copy of these  r e s o lu t io n s  be forwarded to  the 
fam ily  of the deceased and a l s o  a copy to  the  In d ian  Jo u rn a l fo r  
p u b l i c a t io n .

By using the o u tb u i ld in g s ,  A l i c e ' s  mother and s i s t e r  Ann Augusta, 

continued to  hold as  many c la s s e s  as they could a t  T u l lah a sse e .  Mrs. 

Robertson could n o t  give up the  dream of c o n tin u in g  the  school h e r  husband

23
Board of T ru s te e s  o f  T u llahassee  Manual Labor Boarding School, 

"R eso lu t io n ,"  R obertson  C o l . ,  Tulsa  U.
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worked so hard  to  make p o s s ib le ,  and A lic e , determ ined to  do a l l  she could , 

re s ig n ed  h er p o s i t io n  a t  C a r l i s le  in  1882 and re tu rn e d  to  the  In d ian  T e r r i ­

to ry .  The C reeks showed g re a t  i n t e r e s t  in  re b u ild in g  a school fo r  th e i r  

c h ild re n , b u t  th e  m a tte r o f  lo c a t io n  had to  be worked o u t. A d e le g a tio n  

o f Creeks—P le a sa n t P o r te r ,  Ward Coachman, and D. M. Hodge—expressed  r e ­

g r e t  over the  bu rn ing  o f T u llah assee  and sa id  i t  must be re p la c e d , even 

b e t t e r  than  b e fo re , w ith  perhaps a more s u i ta b le  lo c a tio n .

T u llah assee  had ceased to  be the  c e n te r  o f Creek p o p u la tio n  and 

th e  most conven ien t p la ce  f o r  a schoo l. Before the C iv il  War th e  a re a  su r­

rounding i t  was made up o f a number of la rg e  p la n ta t io n s  which had belonged 

to  Creek In d ia n s  w ith  f a i r l y  la rg e  s lave  h o ld in g s . During the l a t t e r  p a r t  

o f the war, many of th ese  land  owners were fo rced  to  leave t h e i r  p ro p e rty  

and move southward because of the  in v asio n  of th a t  a re a  by the  Union 

a rm ies. By the t r e a t i e s  o f 1866, the  form er s lav e s  rece iv ed  equal p ro p e rty  

r ig h t s  w ith  th e i r  form er m a s te rs . The Negroes moved in  and took p o sse ss io n  

of most o f the  land  around T u llah a sse e . The Creeks who had homes in  t h i s  

v i c in i ty  moved f a r th e r  w est and s e t t l e d  around the  Broken Arrow and Wealaka

com m unities. For t h i s  reaso n  th ey  wanted th e  new school b u ild in g  moved to

25a lo c a t io n  which would be more a c c e s s ib le  to  them.

In  l8 8 l Congress a p p ro p ria te d  $5 ,000.00  fo r  th e  re b u ild in g  of 

T u llah a sse e , and John T u f ts ,  U nited  S ta te s  In d ia n  Agent, w rote Samuel 

C hecote, P r in c ip a l  C hief of the  C reeks, th a t  the  money could be used only

^ ^ L e tte r  from Creek D eleg a tio n  to  W. S. R obertson , December 2ky 
i860 , R obertson C o l.,  T u lsa  U.

25
L e t te r  from Mrs. A. E. R obertson to  Mrs. W illiam s, February  6 , 

l88ii, R obertson C o l.,  T u lsa  U .j G ilm ore, "L oughridge," 12h-2$.
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fo r  the c o n s t ru c t io n  ol a school b u i ld in g  on the old s i t e . ^ ^  In  re p ly

Chief Checote gave reasons  f o r  e r e c t in g  the  new b u i ld in g  a t  Wealaka.

T ullahassee  was on the no rth  s ide  of the  Arkansas R iver,  and most o f  the

Creeks l iv e d  on the  south  s id e .  During r a in y  seasons the r i v e r  would
27

make i t  very d i f f i c u l t  f o r  the c h i ld re n  to  g e t  to  school.

The P r e ^ y t e r i a n  Board of Foreign  M issions appointed R. M. Lough-

28r idge  as  S u perin tenden t o f  the  Wealaka school. A ll  movable p ro p e r ty

was to  be taken  from T u llahassee  to  the  new lo c a t io n ,  excep t the pony and

29hack which were to  be l e f t  f o r  Mrs. Robertson to  use .

Meanwhile the In d ian  Council p laced  Mrs. Robertson in  charge of 

the school and farm a t  T u llahassee  u n t i l  the Negro t r u s t e e s  assumed respon­

s i b i l i t y  f o r  i t s  o p e ra t io n .  She was g ran ted  perm ission  by the Creeks to  

conduct a school fo r  one y e a r  while the new b u i ld in g s  a t  Wealaka were being 

b u i l t . W h e n  the Negro school opened in  the  autumn of I 883 , under the 

su p erv is io n  o f the B a p t i s t  Home M ission, Mrs. Robertson went to  l iv e  w ith

L e t t e r  from John T u f ts ,  U.S. In d ia n  Agent, to  Samuel Checote, 
November 21, I 88 I ;  a Report of Creek Schools , Robertson C o l . ,  Okla.
H is t .  Soc.

^ ^ L e t te r  from Samuel Checote to  John T u f ts ,  November 28, I 88I ;  a 
Report o f  Creek Schools , Robertson C o l. ,  Okla. H i s t .  Soc.

28L e t te r  from R. M. Loughridge to  Samuel Checote, January 9, 1882; 
a Report of Creek Schools, Robertson C o l . ,  Okla. H is t .  Soc.

29 L e t te r  from William Robinson, Chairman of Committee on Education, 
to  Houses of Kings and W arrio rs ,  December 3, 1883; a  R eport of Creek 
Schools, Robertson C o l . ,  Okla. H is t .  Soc.

^ ^ L e t te r  from John C. Lowrie to  Mrs. A. E. W. Robertson and Ann 
Augusta Robertson, October 11, I 88 I ;  L e t te r  from P le a sa n t  P o r te r  to  
Samuel Checote, October 26, 1882; a R eport of Creek Schools, Robertson 
C o l . ,  Okla. H i s t .  Soc.
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her daugh ter , Ann A u g u s t a . T u l l a h a s s e e  continued  to  serve a s  a school 

f o r  the Negroes u n t i l  191h, when i t  was c lo s e d . '

With the pe rseverance  so c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of h e r ,  A lice  Robertson 

s e t  to  work to  o b ta in  support  f o r  the b u i ld in g  of a new school f o r  the 

Creeks. She went back E a s t  to  s o l i c i t  funds from f r i e n d s  she had made 

while working in  the  i n t e r e s t  of the  In d ia n s .  The Board of Home M issions 

gave i t s  b le s s in g s  to  the  b u i ld in g  of such a s c h o o l . T h e  fund r a i s e r  

was su cc e ss fu l  beyond her fo n d e s t  hope. Her concern f o r  the  In d ian s  and 

p a ss io n a te  appeal f o r  t h e i r  w elfa re  drew unejqjected support  from many 

q u a r t e r s .  Mrs. Kate P. Bryan wrote Mrs. Robertson of the  way in  which 

A lice  had won the  h e a r t s  of her l i s t e n e r s :

I  b e l ie v e  you would have f e l t  a holy p r id e  i f  you had seen A lice  
sway her audience to  th e  amount of $500 .00  in  a very  few m inutes . 
Captain P r a t t  to ld  us we might as w ell give i t  to  h e r  f o r  she would 
never l e t  go, u n t i l  she had go t i t  a l l .

W riting  her mother of her experience  in  the  campaign to  r a i s e  

money f o r  the  school, A lice s a id ,  "Do you know t h a t  my success everywhere 

f r ig h te n s  me? People ccnplim ent t i l l  I  have to  p ray  c o n s ta n t ly  f o r  hu- 

m i l i t y .  I  am s in p ly  overwhelmed w ith  r e q u e s ts  to  d e l iv e r  a d d re sses .

The Women’ s Executive Committee of the  Horae M issions Board vo ted  to  give

^ ^ B la ir ,  "T u l la h a sse e ,"  86.

^^Gilraore, "Loughridge," 127.

33L e t te r  from E. H. Haines to  A lice  R obertson, December 12, 1882, 
Robertson C o l . ,  Tulsa  U.

^ ^ L e t te r  from Kate P. Bryan to  Mrs. A. E. W. Robertson, June 21, 
1882, Robertson C o l . ,  Tulsa  U.

3d
' L e t t e r  from A lice  Robertson to  Mrs. A. E. W. Robertson,

October 13, 1883, Robertson C o l . ,  Tulsa U.



$10,000.00 and the Creek N a tio n a l  Council provided $2 ,500 .' '  Commis­

s io n e r  of In d ian  A f f a i r s ,  H. P r ic e ,  s e n t  a l e t t e r  to  the Department of 

the I n t e r i o r  recommending a p p ro p r ia t io n  of $20,000.00 f o r  the b u i ld in g  

of the school which A lice  Robertson had r e q u e s te d ." '

A l i c e 's  o ld e r  s i s t e r ,  Mrs. Augusta Moore, was to  be the super­

in te n d e n t  of the new schoo l, which was lo ca ted  a t  a p la ce  c a l l e d  Ntiyaka. 

Ann A ugusta 's  husband, J .  W. C ra ig , died s h o r t ly  a f t e r  t h e i r  m arriage and 

in  1882 she m arried N. B. Moore, a prom inent Creek from Alabama. He had 

come West w ith  the  Creeks in  the e a r ly  days of t h e i r  removal. At the 

c lo se  o f  the war he had been e le c te d  a member of the  Creek C ouncil,  and a 

few y e a rs  l a t e r  was e le c te d  judge of the Supreme Court of the  Creek N ation. 

A fte r  h is  re t i r e m e n t  from the C ourt, he was chosen t r e a s u r e r .  I n  the 

w in te r  of 1889-90, he was a d e leg a te  to  Washington. In  t h a t  c ap a c i ty  he 

was ab le  to  secure an a p p ro p r ia t io n  of $lj.00,000.00 f o r  h is  p eo p le .  He 

was of g r e a t  a s s i s ta n c e  in  the  ed u ca tio n a l  work of the  t r i b e ,  se rv ing  as 

t r u s t e e  of T u llahassee  and Nuyaka M iss ions . When Mrs. Moore became super­

in te n d e n t  of Kuyaka, they  closed t h e i r  home a t  the  Moore ranch and moved 

to  th e  new lo c a t io n .  They remained w ith  the school f o r  seven y ears ." '

Kuyaka was b u i l t  on the c o ttag e  p la n ,  w ith  fo u r  frame b u i ld in g s  

serv ing  the needs of the schoo l. This made i t  p o s s ib le  to  accommodate

^Forem an, "Honorable A lice  R obertson ,"  Ik.
•^7
" L e t te r  from H. P r ic e ,  Commissioner o f  In d ian  A f f a i r s ,  to  Depart­

ment of I n t e r i o r ,  February 7, 1383, Robertson C o l . ,  Okla. H is t .  Soc.
38

John D. B ened ic t ,  Muskogee and N o rth eas te rn  Oklahoma, Inc lud ing  
the Counties of Muskogee, McIntosh, Wagoner, Cherokee, Sequoyah, A d a ir , 
Deleware, Mgyes, Rogers, Washington, Nowata, C ra ig , and Ottawa (Chicago, 
1922) ,  I ,  l8lkB2; L e t te r  from T. J .  Morgan to  K. B. Moore, January  27, 
1892, Robertson C o l . ,  Tulsa  U.
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seventy  Creek In d ia n  s tu d e n t s . ' '  I t  remained under the  su p e rv is io n  o f the 

P re s b y te r ia n  Board from the time i t  was b u i l t  u n t i l  1912 when the  F edera l  

Government assumed c o n tro l .

During the  school y ear  1882-83, w hile  ïïuyaka was be ing  b u i l t ,  A lice  

Robertson ta u g h t  a day school f o r  Creeks a t  Okmulgee, the  c a p i t a l  of the 

Creek Nation. Lelah Brown, a promoter o f  In d ian  educa tion , to ld  of s u b s t i ­

t u t in g  f o r  the  te ach e r  w hile  she was a t te n d in g  a conference in  New York. 

When Miss Robertson re tu rn e d ,  she asked the  s u b s t i t u t e ,  who had done the 

job so w e l l ,  to  con tinue  teach in g  so th a t  she might pursue a n o th e r  phase 

of In d ian  ed uca tion  work.^^

While teach ing  a t  Okmulgee, Miss Robertson made the  acquain tance  

of a young lawyer, R obert L. Owen, w ith  whom she had a l i f e - l o n g  f r i e n d ­

sh ip . Although they were a l ig n e d  w ith  d i f f e r e n t  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  and 

would be on d i f f e r e n t  s id e s  of p o l i t i c a l  c o n te s ts  and is su e s ,  they were 

b o th  i n te r e s t e d  in  the  improvement of In d ia n  c o n d i t io n s .  Each had a 

wholesome r e s p e c t  and s in c e re  l ik in g  f o r  the o th e r .  They served  to g e th e r  

as  o f f i c e r s  o f  the f i r s t  E duca tiona l Convention held  in  the  In d ia n  T e r r i ­

to ry ,  September 29, l881i.^^

^ ^ L e t te r  from Mrs. A. E. W. Robertson to  Mrs. P e rk in s ,  September 21, 
1892, Robertson C o l . ,  Tulsa U .; the  name Nuyaka was from a c la n  of Ind ians  
about s ix ty  m ile s  w est of Muskogee. They were known as  New Yorkers and 
they  sp e l le d  and pronounced t h e i r  name as ’’Nuyaka."

^% uyaka News, May 13, 1921, Robertson C o l . ,  Tulsa U.

^•^^Grant Foreman ( D i r e c to r ) ,  In d ian -P io n ee r  H is to ry  (112 V o ls . ;  
Oklahoma C ity ,  1937), CIX, 258 (mimeographed); M i l le r ,  "R obertson ,"  17; 
Foreman, "Honorable A lice  R obertson ,"  l i | .

^ ^ M il le r ,  "R obertson ,"  17-18.



CHAPTER IV

EDUCATOR, SCHOOL SUPERVISOR, POSTMASTER

In  the f i e l d  of educa tion  Alice Robertson made her g r e a te s t  and 

most l a s t in g  c o n t r ib u t io n .  Though being an educa to r was more s trenuous 

and l e s s  rewarding than  o th e r  a c t i v i t i e s  of her l i f e ,  she p re fe r r e d  t h i s  

ro le  to  any o th e r .  At a speaking engagement in  Oklahoma C ity ,  J .  M. 

Gordon introduced her as the former Congresswoman from Oklahoma. In  

rep ly  she sa id  she had r a th e r  be r e f e r r e d  to  as an educa tor than a s  any­

th ing  e l s e .^

In  1-385 Miss Robertson took charge of the P re sb y te r ia n  Mission 

Boarding School a t  Muskogee, a school f o r  In d ian  g i r l s  known as  "Minerva 

Horae" and e s ta b l i s h e d  p r im a r i ly  f o r  teaching  domestic a r t s ,  f o r  which she
p

was so w ell  q u a l i f i e d . '  Susan H. T iger ,  one of the s tu d en ts ,  described

her teach e r  as one who^

. . . t r i e d  to  be a mother to  a l l  of u s .  She had p ra y e r  every 
n ig h t  and a f t e r  p ra y e r  she would k i s s  each of us goodnight befo re  we 
went IÇ3 to  bed. Not one was l e f t  o u t .  She sa id  th a t  the Ind ians  
w e re n ' t  c i v i l i z e d  u n t i l  they learned  to  k i s s  and be loving .

The g i r l s  in  the  school were tau g h t a l l  phases  of home economics.

Miss Robertson ençihasized the importance of knowing how to  be good wives

^Tulsa  World, January 2, 1923.
2
The Boston Evening T r a n s c r ip t , January  22, 1921; "A lice Mary 

R obertson,"  pamphlet, Robertson C o l . ,  Tulsa  U.

•^Foreman, Ind ian -P i oneer H is to ry , XL, 120.
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and mothers. She s a id ,  " I  had r a th e r  be the mother o f  a b ig  fam ily  than 

be p r e s id e n t . " ^  On ano ther  occasion she vjrote, "Give me a n a tio n  of 

g re a t  mothers and I  care  n o t  who the husbands b e ."^

Unhappy w ith  sca n t  f a c i l i t i e s  of Minerva school, she s e t  ou t to  

r a i s e  money f o r  expansions. She appealed to  the  P re sb y te r ia n  Women's 

Council f o r  help and while t r a v e l in g  in  the E a s t  met Mrs. Mary C. Thaw, 

who made a s izeab le  c o n t r ib u t io n  to  the  p r o j e c t .  She rece ived  c o n s id e r­

able a s s is ta n c e  from Mrs. Thaw the r e s t  of her l i f e .  Commenting vçjon 

Mrs. Thaw's g en e ro s i ty .  Miss Robertson sa id ;^

I t  i s  im possible f o r  anyone to  know what a help and in s p i r a t i o n  
Mrs. Thaw was to  me during the long p e r io d  from the time when I  
f i r s t  met her w ith  her husband in  Dr. Henrj'- K e n d a l l 's  o f f ic e  in  New 
York. She n o t  only gave l i b e r a l l y  to  the l i t t l e  school, b u t  helped
then as always by advice and suggestion .

The money needed to  expand the school was p rocured , and the Board

of Missions decided to  admit boys and e le v a te  the school to  the  rank  of

a c o l le g e .  This was done in  I 89I4., a t  which time the name was changed to

Henry Kendall C ollege, in  honor of the well-known Home Mission S e c re ta ry .

William A. Caldwell was chosen P re s id e n t ,  and A lice  Robertson continued

w ith  the school a s  te ach e r  of E ng lish , h i s to r y ,  and c iv ic s  u n t i l  1899.

Henry Kendall College remained in  Muskogee u n t i l  1906 . Then i t  was
7

moved to  Tulsa and l a t e r  became Tulsa U n iv e rs i ty .

^Alice Robertson, " I s  Mother to  Blame?" The C h r is t ia n  H era ld ,
May 13, 1922, Robertson C o l . ,  Okla. H i s t .  Soc.

^Oakland (C a l i fo rn ia )  News, June 7, 1921, Robertson C o l . ,  Okla. 
H is t .  Soc.

^ L e t te r  from A lice  Robertson to  P. S. Space and Howard I r i s h ,  
August, 1929, Robertson C o l . ,  Tulsa  U.

7"Notes," May 29, 1903, Robertson C o l . ,  Tulsa  U . ; Boston H erald ,
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I n  1889 Miss Robertson was employed by the In d ian  Commission 

which was s e n t  ou t by the  F ed e ra l  Government to  n e g o t ia te  w ith  the Chero­

kee Nation f o r  the purpose of o b ta in in g  the Cherokee O u t le t .^  When the 

Commission f a i l e d  to  reach  an agreement w ith  the Cherokees, i t  re tu rn e d  

to  Washington to  secure f u r th e r  l e g i s l a t i o n  to  c a r ry  on i t s  work. Miss 

Robertson was asked to  go along w ith  the  Commission and was p r e s e n t  when 

i t  was gran ted  an in te rv iew  w ith  P r e s id e n t  H arr ison . She took l i t t l e  

p a r t  in  the  d is c u s s io n ,  b u t ,  because of her long a s s o c ia t io n  w ith  the  

country  and i t s  problems, she was c a l l e d  upon to  r e l a t e  what she knew of 

the  c o n d i t io n s  of the In d ia n  T e r r i t o r y .  Speaking w ith  calm ness, p l a i n ­

n ess ,  and confidence , she convinced the  P re s id e n t  of the  need f o r  a s s i s t -
9

ance, and the  Commission was ab le  to  g e t  the  necessa ry  l e g i s l a t i o n .

In  October, I 89I ,  a t  an In d ian  Conference a t  Lake Mohonk, she 

d e l iv e re d  a speech on the problems and needs of the In d ia n s .  In  the 

audience was Theodore R ooseve lt ,  then the  United S ta te s  Commissioner of 

C iv i l  S e rv ic e .  He l i s t e n e d  so a t t e n t i v e l y  t h a t  the speaker f o r g o t  the 

r e s t  of the l i s t e n e r s  and spoke d i r e c t l y  to  t h a t  one unders tand ing  fa c e .  

A f te r  the  speech, Mr. R oosevelt went d i r e c t l y  to  her and s a id ,  " I  could

n . d . ,  Robertson C o l . ,  Okla. H i s t .  S oc .;  Muskogee Times, November 25, 1897, 
H ise l  C o l . ;  L e t t e r  from W illiam R oberts  to  A lice  Robertson, June 22, I 89Û, 
Robertson C o l . ,  T u lsa  U.

^"Miss A lice  R obertson ,"  Muskogee Daily Phoenix, n . d . ,  H ise l  Col. 
T h is  Commission was a u th o r ized  by the In d ia n  A pprop ria tion  Act of March 2, 
1889 , whereby the P re s id e n t  had the  a u th o r i ty  to  a p p o in t  a  commission of 
th re e  persons  to  d ea l  w ith  a l l  In d ia n s  w est of the Five C iv i l i z e d  T r ib es  
f o r  the  c e s s io n  o f  t h e i r  su rp lu s  lan d s .  (Congressional Record, 6 ? th  Con­
g re s s ,  2nd S ess io n ,  1922, LXII, P a r t  13, pp. 137^7-750.)

9
A lice  Robertson, " P re s id e n ts  I  Have Known," Muskogee Daily  

Phoenix, June 2, 1929.
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not w a i t  f o r  a  form al in t ro d u c t io n ,  I  j u s t  had to  t e l l  you how f in e  I  

thought your t a lk  was. Your views on In d ian  educa tion  a re  mine a l s o ." ^ ^  

Concerning her R ooseve lt  s a id ,  "Wherever she i s ,  whatever her surround­

ings , she i s  one of the g r e a t  women of America.

A c o rd ia l  f r ie n d s h ip  developed from t h e i r  f i r s t  m eeting. They 

had much in  common, f o r  b o th  knew and understood the West as w ell as the 

E as t.^~  Each re sp ec te d  the  o th e r ’ s p o in t  of view, even when they  d i f f e r e d  

over p o l i t i c a l  p o l i c i e s .  While R oosevelt was considered  a r a d ic a l  r e ­

form er, h i s  new adm irer was a r e g u la r ,  u l t r a - c o n s e r v a t iv e  Republican.

She d id  n o t  a p p re c ia te  h is  views on "b ig  b u s in e s s ,"  t r u s t s  and s o c ia l  

l e g i s l a t i o n ,  b u t  th e re  was one c u r r e n t  is su e  vçion which they h e a r t i l y  

agreed— c i v i l  s e rv ice  reform . They had seen so much c o rru p t io n  and d i s ­

honesty  in  p u b l ic  a f f a i r s  t h a t  they were w i l l in g  to  lay  a s ide  o th e r  d i f ­

fe ren ces  to  accom plish something f o r  b e t t e r  government.

At the  outbreak  of the Spanish-American War, R oosevelt organized 

a regim ent of "Rough R iders" f o r  a campaign in  Cuba. Every adventurous 

young man was eager to  j o in ,  and two of Miss R obertson’ s s tu d en ts  a t  

Kendall C ollege, Milo Hendricks and Eugene Gilmore, asked her to  a s s i s t  

them in  e n l i s t i n g  by w r i t in g  a l e t t e r  of in t ro d u c t io n  to  Colonel Roose­

v e l t .^ " '  This she d id ,  and they  were accep ted . She took an in tense

*̂̂ "A Woman Who Got I n to  Congress Through Want Ads," The L i te r a r y  
D ig e s t , December U, 1920, DCVII, 56.

^^"Alice R obertson ,"  Muskogee D aily Phoenix, n . d . ,  H ise l  Col.
Ip

"A Woman Who Got I n to  Congress Through Want Ads," 58.
1-5
•"Grant Foreman, "The Lady From Oklahoma," The Independent,

March 26, 1921, CV, 326, Robertson C o l . ,  Tulsa  U .; L e t t e r s  from Eugene 
Gilmore to  A lice  Robertson, May 2U, I 898; J u ly  6 , 1898, Robertson C o l . ,  
Tulsa U.
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i n t e r e s t  in  speeding the  r e c r u i t s  on t h e i r  way to  s e rv ic e .  For each of 

the men who went to  the war from Muskogee, she prepared  a k i t  con ta in ing  

a New Testament and e a t in g  u t e n s i l s . R o o s e v e l t  recognized  her c o n t r i ­

b u t io n  in  r a i s in g  troops  f o r  the  "Rough Riders" and gave the s to ry  in  

h is  own words:

Two of the young Cherokee r e c r u i t s  came to me w ith  a most k in d ly  
l e t t e r  from one of the la d ie s  who had been teach ing  in  the academy 
from which they were about to  g radua te . She and I  had known one an­
o th e r  in  connection  w ith  governmental and p h i la n th ro p ic  work on the 
r e s e rv a t io n s ,  and she wrote to  commend the two boys to ity a t t e n t i o n .  
One was on the academy f o o tb a l l  team and the o the r  in  the  g lee  c lub . 
Both were f in e  young fe l lo w s .  The f o o tb a l l  p la y e r  now l i e s  b u r ied  
w ith  the o the r  dead who f e l l  in  the f i g h t  a t  San Juan. The s in g er  
was b rough t to  d e a th 's  door by fe v e r ,  b u t  recovered and came back to 
h is  home.

In  the f i r s t  ch ap te r ,  I  spoke of a lady , a teach e r  in  an academy
in  the  Ind ian  T e r r i to r y ,  th ree  or fo u r  of whose p u p i l s  had come in to
ny regim ent, and who had s e n t  w ith them a l e t t e r  of in t ro d u c t io n  to  
me. When the  regim ent disbanded, I  wrote to  her to  ask i f  she could 
no t use a l i t t l e  money among the rough r i d e r s ,  w h ite ,  In d ian  and 
h a lf -b re e d ,  t h a t  she might p e r s o n a l ly  know. I  did no t hear from her 
f o r  some time, and then she wrote as  fo llow s:

Muscogee, Ind . T e r . ,  
Cecember 19, I 898 ,

My Dear Colonel R oosevelt: I  d id  no t a t  once re p ly  to  your
l e t t e r  of September 23d, because I  waited f o r  a  time to  see i f  th e re
should be need among any of our Rough R iders  of the money you so 
k ind ly  o f fe re d .  Some of the boys a re  poor, and in  one or two cases  
they seemed to  me r e a l l y  needy, b u t  they a l l  say no. More than 
once I  saw the  t e a r s  come to  t h e i r  eyes, a t  thought of your care  fo r  
them, as I  to ld  them of your l e t t e r .  Did you hear any echoes of our 
In d ian  warwhoops over your e le c t io n ?  They were p r e t t y  loud. I  was

Woman Who Got In to  Congress Through Want Ads," $8.

l^Theodore R oosevelt,  The Rough-Riders (New York, 1899), 26, 227- 
2 9 . Milo Hendricks was k i l l e d  in  the b a t t l e  of San Juan and the Muskogee 
P o s t  of the Spanish-American War v e te ra n s  was named in  h is  honor, Eugene 
Gilmore was the one who came home.
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p a r t i c u l a r l y  e x u l ta n t ,  because ray f a th e r  was a Mew Yorker, even i f  I  
was born  here . . .

I  ara p lann ing  to  e n t e r t a i n  a l l  the  Rough R iders  in  t h i s  v i c i n i t y  
some evening during  ray h o liday  v a c a t io n .  I  mean to  have no o th e r  
g u es ts ,  b u t  only give them an opportun ity  fo r  rem in iscences . I  r e g r e t  
t h a t  B e r t ' s  d ea th  makes one l e s s .  I  had hoped to  have them sooner, 
b u t  our s t ru g g l in g  young co lleg e  s a l a r i e s  a re  n e c e s s a r i ly  small and 
d u t ie s  arduous. I  make a home f o r  ray widowed mother and an adopted 
Ind ian  daugh ter ,  who i s  in  school; and as I  do the  cooking f o r  a fam­
i l y  of f i v e ,  I  have found i t  im possible  to  do many th in g s  I  would 
l ik e  to .

Pardon me f o r  burdening you w ith  these  d e t a i l s ,  b u t  I  suppose I  
am l ik e  your boys, who say, "The Colonel was always as  ready  to  l i s t e n  
to a p r iv a te  as to  a m a jo r-g en e ra l ."

In d ia n  c o n tro l  of t h e i r  ed uca tion  came to  an end in  1897, w ith  the 

pass ing  of the  C u r t is  A ct.^^  This phase of In d ian  l i f e  became the respon­

s i b i l i t y  of the Federa l Government. Immediately A lice  Robertson became 

in te r e s t e d  in  the  p o s t  o f  Federa l S uperv isor of Creek Schools , and made 

a p p l ic a t io n  f o r  the appointment. In  a l e t t e r  to  P re s id e n t  McKinley 

asking fo r  the  job , she p o in ted  ou t th a t  she was q u a l i f i e d  f o r  the  p o s i ­

t io n  because of her experience  as  teach e r  among the t r i b e s  and her  under­

s tand ing  of t h e i r  problems. She added th a t  she had campaigned f o r  him in

the  l a s t  e l e c t io n ,  while  a lm ost everyone e lse  was supporting  W illiam 
17Jennings Bryan.

D esir ing  to  o b ta in  a l l  the backing p o s s ib le  to  g e t  the  ap p o in t­

ment, she wrote S ena to rs  and o th e r  acquain tances  ask ing  f o r  t h e i r  s tp p o r t .

^^Seth Gordon and W. B. R ichards (co m p ile rs ) ,  Oklahoma Red Book 
(Oklahoma C ity ,  1912), I ,  $21-31.

17L e t t e r  from A lice  Robertson to  P re s id e n t  McKinley, December 2U, 
1898, Robertson C o l . ,  Tu lsa  U.

^ ^ L e t te r s  from A lice  Robertson to  Sena tor Hawley (Conn.), Janu­
ary  11, 1899; Sena tor John Ross (V t.)  to  A lice  Robertson, March 11, 1899; 
Senator T. C. P l a t t  (Mew York) to  A lice  Robertson, February 1, 1899, 
Robertson C o l . ,  Tulsa  U.
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Mr. James K. Imes wrote her t h a t  he thought she s tood as good a chance as

any woman, b u t  candor re q u ire d  him to  s t a t e  t h a t  he doubted whether any

woman could do the jo b .^ ^  P le a s a n t  P o r t e r ,  P r in c ip a l  C hief of the  Creeks,

20very  s t ro n g ly  recommended her appointm ent. I n  o rder  to  be in  a b e t t e r

p o s i t i o n  to  achieve her am bition , she re s ig n ed  her p la c e  as te ach e r  in

Henry Kendall College and took assignm ent in  the  Census Bureau in  Washing- 
21ton  in  1899 . F in a l ly ,  th rough the in f lu en ce  of many o f her f r i e n d s ,  

in c lu d in g  Dr. M e r r i l l  G ates , S e c re ta ry  of In d ian  A f f a i r s ,  she rece iv ed  

assurance  in  June, 1900, t h a t  she would g e t  the  appointm ent. A f te r  r e ­

ce iv in g  o f f i c i a l  co n firm a tio n  she re tu rn e d  to  the In d ia n  T e r r i t o r y  to  

take  up her new d u t i e s .

Her r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  were heavy and v a r ie d .  She locked a f t e r  the 

appointment of te a c h e rs ,  v i s i t e d  sch o o ls ,  au d ited  accoun ts ,  p repared  

s t a t i s t i c s ,  made q u a r t e r ly  and annual r e p o r t s ,  and each summer handled 

normal schools  a t  Eufaula  and Muskogee. Her work re q u ire d  her to  t r a v e l  

by horse and buggy in  a l l  k inds  o f  w eather th roughout the  Creek coun try ,

b u t  a t  no time was she ever m olested. There were few h o te l s ,  and she

22s tayed  w ith  In d ia n s ,  who always welcomed her.  When R oosevelt heard of 

the f in e  work she was doing under these  t ry in g  c ircum stances , he wrote

^^ L e t te r  from James K. Imes to  Miss A lice  R obertson, January  12, 
1899, Robertson C o l . ,  Tulsa U.

^O pette r  from P le a s a n t  P o r t e r ,  P r in c ip a l  C hief o f  Creek N ation , 
to  S e c re ta ry  of I n t e r i o r ,  A p ril  3, 1900, Robertson C o l . ,  Tulsa  U.

^ ^ L e t te r  from A. E. W. Robertson to  A. L. Gould, March 10, I 9OO, 
Robertson C o l . ,  Tulsa U .; Muskogee D aily  Phoenix , January , 1900.

22poreman, "Honorable A lice  R obertson ,"  1$.
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her t h a t  he was glad to  hear she was doing so w e l l ,  and planned to  v i s i t  

the In d ian  T e r r i to r y  a s  soon as he could.

The 1902 r e p o r t  of Creek schools  by Miss Robertson gave a view of 

the d ep lo rab le  c o n d i t io n s  of educa tion  as well as  the enormous ta sk  o f  

the  School S u p e rv iso r :^ ^

Like the p reced ing  y e a r ,  the p a s t  has been marked by co n d it io n s  
unfavorab le  to  the  schoo ls .  While smallpox has been le s s  p re v a le n t ,  
few neighborhoods have e n t i r e l y  escaped i t  . . .

The g r e a t e s t  su f fe r in g  of the people  has been, however, from the  
t e r r i b l e  drought of l a s t  summer, w ith  the consequent f a i l u r e  of a l l  
crops b u t  c o t to n .  Many In d ia n s ,  in s te a d  of being ab le  to  h i r e  help  
to  p ick  t h e i r  c o t to n ,  were compelled to  keep t h e i r  c h i ld re n  out of 
school f o r  t h i s  work. In  the sp ring  the same need led  to  keeping the 
c h i ld re n  ou t to  help in  p la n t in g .  In  many cases  p a re n ts ,  because of 
s can t  food supply and consequent lack  of means to  purchase  b o th  food 
and c lo th in g ,  were unable to  send t h e i r  c h i ld re n  to  school . . .

The g r e a t e s t  o b s ta c le  to  su cc e ss fu l  work in  our neighborhood 
schools i s  the p resence  of a p reponderan t p o p u la t io n  o f  i l l i t e r a t e  
w h ite s .  While the  In d ia n  day schools have been open to  t h i s  c la s s  of 
people upon the  payment of $1.00 a month t u i t i o n ,  t h e i r  en ro llm en t 
f o r  the p a s t  y e a r  has been only UOi;, w ith  an average a ttendance  of 
II4.2 . A m a jo r i ty  of t h i s  small number would n o t  pay the  t u i t i o n ,  and 
when to ld ,  a f t e r  re p ea ted  f a i l u r e s ,  t h a t  they  must pay, l e f t  school 
and t r i e d  to  in ju r e  the te ach e r  in  the  community . . .

Even g re a te r  o b s ta c le s  confron ted  the school su p e rv iso r  during 
the ensuing y e a r .  Storms and f lo o d  made the school work more d i f f i ­
c u l t  than  in  any y e a r  during  the  h i s to r y  of the schoo ls .  Continuous 
r a in s  swelled the  stream s p a s t  fo rd in g ,  and made g r e a t  bogs of a l l  
low -lying land, f o r  many weeks a t  a  time a l l  t r a v e l  be ing  p r a c t i c a l l y  
suspended and p u p i l s  be ing  unable to  reach  the schoolhouse. The 
decreased  a ttendance  t h i s  year  r e p o r te d ,  in s te ad  o f the a n t ic ip a te d  
in c re a se ,  i s  n o t  th e re fo re  an in d ic a t io n  of  r e t r o g r e s s io n ,  b u t  the

g;
' 'L e t t e r  from Theodore R ooseve lt to  A lice  Robertson, November lU, 

1900, Robertson C o l . ,  T u lsa  U.
2ii

G rant Foreman, Muskogee, The Biography of an Oklahoma Town 
(S t .  L o u is ) ,  I 98- 20I;. This book i s  ded ica ted  to  the  memory of A lice  M. 
Robertson, P ioneer Muskogeean. H e re a f te r  c i t e d  as  Foreman, Muskogee; 
L e t te r  from A lice  Robertson to  John D. B ened ic t ,  August 1, 1903,
Robertson C o l. ,  Tulsa  U.
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f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  decrease  i s  n o t  g re a te r  shows marked p ro g re s s .  The 
g r e a t e s t  o b s tac le  to  su cc ess fu l  school work I  b e l ie v e  to  be the  lack  
of a genera l  school system which s h a l l  care f o r  the  white p o p u la t io n  
of t h i s  T e r r i to r y .  So long as the g re a t  mass of c h i ld re n  in  the 
country  a re  p r a c t i c a l l y  w ith o u t  schoo ls , our e f f o r t s  in  Ind ian -sch o o l 
work w i l l  be la rg e ly  n u l l i f i e d .  The Ind ian  ch ild  who loves  the f o r e s t  
freedom so w ell can see no reason  why he should be shut up in  the
schoolroom w hile the white r e n t e r  i s  no t . . .

The p a s t  y ea r  a new system of paying the te ach e rs  of In d ian  neigh­
borhood schools  was inaugura ted . Teachers were appointed a t  a  uniform 
s a la ry  of $2^.00 a month, w ith  the requirem ent of an average of 10
p u p i l s ,  and were allowed an a d d i t io n a l  $2.00 a month fo r  each a d d i t io n ­
a l  p u p i l  added to  the average . The p lan  worked q u i te  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y .

Miss Robertson revealed  her p o l i t i c a l  b e l i e f s  in  her s ta tem en ts
gd

on p u b l ic  schools . She sa id ;

A p u b l ic  school system might even y e t  make t h i s  a Republican s t a t e
when i t  comes in .  Only c o t to n - r a i s in g  Democrats a re  w i l l in g  to  r a i s e  
t h e i r  c h i ld re n  in  ignorance.

Under p r e s e n t  co n d it io n s  the In d ian  T e r r i to ry  would come in  an 
overwhelmingly Democratic s t a t e .  Of course the q u e s t io n  of p o l i t i c s  
does n o t  count when we are  co n s id e r in g  what is  b e s t  f o r  the  In d ia n s ,  
excep t t h a t  repub lican ism  seems to  me to  stand f o r  the h ig h e r  and 
b e t t e r  th in g s  of l i f e .

In  t h i s  same l e t t e r ,  she showed her f e e l in g  toward the  Negro

ra c e .  The F edera l  Government had made in v e s t ig a t io n  o f  removing r e s t r i c ­

t io n s  on the sa le  of In d ian  lan d s .  Miss Robertson used a l l  her in fluence  

to  p re v e n t  such p o l ic y  because she thought i t  would be bad f o r  the In d ia n s .  

However, she sa id  t h a t  i t  would n o t  m a tte r  i f  the Negroes d id  lo se  t h e i r  

land as  i t  would teach  them to  g e t  out and go to  work f o r  them selves. She 

had in te n se  s o l ic i tu d e  f o r  the p r o te c t io n  of the Creeks, b u t  seemed to  

have l i t t l e  f e e l in g  f o r  the w e lfa re  of the  freedmen.

25L e t t e r s  from A lice  Robertson to  Senator 0. H. P l a t t ,  January  23, 
190L; March 7, 190ii, Robertson C o l . ,  Tu lsa  U.

Z^ibid.
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Because her work as School S uperv isor c rea ted  so manj'- problems, 

she r e a l i z e d  th a t  she would have to  secure some o ther means of l i v e l i ­

hood. One of these  problems was the care  of her mother, who was advanced 

in  age and in  poor h e a l th .  She needed to  be near her mother, e s p e c ia l ly  

a t  n ig h t ,  and in  the  p re s e n t  p o s i t i o n  i t  was im possible fo r  her to  do i t .  

With an old acquain tance  and f r i e n d ,  Theodore R oosevelt,  as  P r e s id e n t ,  

she f e l t  t h a t  she had a good chance to  be appointed pos tm aste r  of Musko­

gee.

To make her appeal as s tro n g  as  p o s s ib le ,  Miss Robertson secured

the endorsement of many c i t i z e n s .  None denied her q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  though

some p re fe r r e d  ano ther fo r  the  jo b .  A l e t t e r  from Theodore F. Brewer,

P re s id e n t  of Spaulding I n s t i t u t e  in  Muskogee, i s  a sample of the endorse-

27ment she rece iv ed :

The undersigned has known Miss A lice  Robertson f o r  twenty years  
and would r e s p e c t f u l ly  recommend her fo r  the appointment f o r  p o s t ­
m is tre s s  o f  Muskogee In d ian  T e r r i t o r y .  She i s  em inently  q u a l i f i e d  
to  f i l l  the p o s i t io n  she i s  asking fo r .

When Dr. M e r r i l l  Gates obta ined  a pe rso n a l in te rv iew  w ith  the

P re s id e n t  in  her b e h a l f ,  the P r e s id e n t  to ld  him t h a t  he was sending the

appointment of A lice  Robertson to  the  P o s t  O ffice  Department, and he d id

n o t  care  what the lo c a l  p o l i t i c i a n s  thought about i t .  Her name was s e n t

to  the Senate on December 12, l?Oi;, and her appointment was confirmed im-

28m ediately  and w ithou t d i f f i c u l t y .  Thus she res igned  as S uperv iso r of

27
L e t te r  from Theodore F. Brewer, P re s id e n t  o f  Spaulding I n s t i ­

t u t e ,  Muskogee In d ian  T e r r i to r y ,  IPOL. A ll  the  l e t t e r s  of endorsement 
are  found in  the f i l e s  of the Robertson l e t t e r s  a t  Tulsa  U n iv e rs i ty  f o r  
y e a r s  190^-190$.

28L e t te r  from M e r r i l l  E. Gates to  A lice  Robertson, November 7, 
190li, Robertson C o l . ,  T u lsa  U.
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Creek Schools and began her new d u t i e s  as p o s tm is t re s s  in  January , 1905,

recommending George A. T r o t t e r ,  S u p e rin ten d en t of the Euchee Boarding

29School, as her su ccesso r .

The le ad e rs  o f  the Republican P a r ty  of the T e r r i to r y  were v e ry  

unhappy because the P r e s id e n t  had completely d is reg ard ed  t h e i r  pa tronage 

r i g h t s .  They f e l t  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  he should have appoin ted  a man, b u t  th e re  

was noth ing  they could do about i t .  Miss Robertson wrote the P r e s id e n t  

to  ex p ress  her happiness  and g ra t i tu d e  f o r  h i s  k indness  and c o n s id e ra t io n .  

She sa id  i t  seemed l ik e  "a ch ildhood f a i r y  dream of a new world” and she 

r e a l i z e d  i t  would r e q u i r e  much " e a rn e s t ,  to ilsom e e f f o r t  to  be worthy of 

the t r u s t "  p laced  in  her." ' In  a l e t t e r  to  Dr. Gates she rev e a le d  her 

f e e l in g  th a t  the appointm ent was a g i f t  from God because of her m other’ s 

long and devoted s e rv ic e  to  the  In d ia n s  and t h a t  t h i s  " re c o g n i t io n  from 

the man most honored in  a l l  the  world, comes l ik e  knighthood con fe rred  

upon a humble, b a t t l e - s c a r r e d  v e te r a n ."  She e a r n e s t ly  d e s ired  t h a t  she 

might "come vp to  the R ooseve lt  S tandard .

During her tenu re  as  p o s tm as te r ,  she m ain ta ined  a r e g u la r  c o r re ­

spondence w ith  the P r e s id e n t  and h i s  S e c re ta ry ,  W illiam Loeb, in  o rd e r  to

keep them informed o f the  co n d i t io n s  of the T e r r i t o r y  and perhaps  to  g e t

32the  P re s id e n t  to  a c c e p t  he r v iew poin ts  on In d ian  problem s. I n  one of 

29L e t te r  from A lice  Robertson to  John D. B ened ic t,  December 17, 
I 90U, Robertson C o l . ,  T u lsa  U.

^ ^ L e t te r  from A lice  Robertson to  P r e s id e n t  R ooseve lt,  December 13, 
I 90I4.J Robertson C o l . ,  T u lsa  U.

^ ^ L e t te r  from A lice  Robertson to  Dr. M e r r i l l  G ates , December 13, 
190I4, Robertson C o l . ,  T u lsa  U.

32
L e t t e r s  from A lice  Robertson to  P r e s id e n t  R ooseve lt ,  June 5, 

1905; November 10, 1905; May I6 , I 906 , Robertson C o l . ,  Tulsa  U.
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her l e t t e r s  she appealed to  him to  a p p o in t  Dana H. Kelsey to  the  p o s i t io n  

of In d ian  Agent. Thinking t h a t  moral f i t n e s s  would some how condensate 

f o r  o th e r  d é f ic ie n c e s ,  her recommendation was based on the f a c t  th a t  

Kelsey d id  n o t  smoke, d r in k ,  o r  keep q u es t io n ab le  coirpany, and above a l l  

he did  n o t  b reak  the S ab b a th .33

Miss R o b er tso n 's  f i r s t  y e a r  as  p o s tm is t re s s  b rough t her in  con­

f l i c t  w ith  a Muskogee newspaper when she b a rre d  one of i t s  i s s u e s  from 

the m ails  because i t  c a r r ie d  an item concerning a b e n e f i t  b r id g e  p a r ty  

which o ffe red  p r i z e s .  The p o s t a l  regu la tions , forbade the use of the m ails  

f o r  gambling purposes , and adhering  to  the  l e t t e r  of the law, she i n t e r ­

p re te d  t h i s  a c t  a s  a v i o l a t i o n .  Being p e rso n a l ly  opposed to  any kind of 

gambling she, th e re fo re ,  f e l t  f u l l y  j u s t i f i e d  in  her a c t io n .  This event 

c rea ted  some con troversy  and e d i t o r i a l  comment b u t  soon passed  w ithou t
ill

f u r th e r  con flic t .""

I n  November, 1?0$, Mrs. A. E. W. Robertson passed  away a t  the 

age o f 80. The devoted daughter  wrote Dr. Gates express ing  her thanks 

f o r  having been a t  home w ith  her mother the l a s t  year of her l i f e .  She 

s a id ,  " I t  i s  the f i r s t  time f o r  32 y e a r s  t h a t  I  have had no f i n a n c i a l  

care  f o r  someone e l s e . "33 At h e r  fu n e ra l  the ch o ir  sang, " J u s t  As I  Ara," 

the  f i r s t  hymn Mrs. Robertson had t r a n s l a t e d  in to  the In d ian  tongue.

Rev. A. Grant Evans, P re s id e n t  of Henry Kendall College and an old f r ie n d

33L ette r  from A lice  R obertson  to  the P re s id e n t ,  Maj'' l6 ,  1905, 
Robertson C o l . ,  Tulsa U.

3^^South McAlester Mews, November 12, 1905.

35Boston Evening H e ra ld , January  22, 1921; L e t t e r  from A lice  
Robertson to  M e r r i l l  E. G ates , January 1, 1906, Robertson C o l . ,  Tulsa  U.
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of î'îrs. Robertson, conducted the ceremonies, a s s i s t e d  by Rev. J .  K. 

Thompson, her  p a s to r .

One of the  th in g s  which caused A lice  Robertson much an x ie ty  was 

the p roposa l to  make Oklahoma and the Ind ian  T e r r i to r y  a s in g le  s t a t e .  

P re s id e n t  Roosevelt was s t ro n g ly  in  favo r  of th i s  measure and recommended 

i t  to  C ongress .^7 She appealed to  the P re s id e n t  to  de lay  t h i s  a c t io n  be­

cause she f e l t  t h a t  the  In d ia n  T e r r i to r y  was n o t  ready f o r  s ta tehood , and 

when i t  was, i t  should come in  as  a sepa ra te  s t a t e .  She siçiported the 

"Sequoyah Movement," and though she did  n o t  a t te n d  the sess io n s  of the 

convention, she ta lk e d  w ith  many who d id ,  inc lud ing  " A lfa l fa  B i l l "  Murray. 

Speaking of the  proposed s t a t e  of Sequoyah, Miss Robertson sa id  the re  

would be fo r ty -s e v e n  co u n tie s  named a f t e r  g re a t  men of the In d ian s  and 

American P re s id e n ts ,  such a s  Washington and J e f f e r s o n ,  b u t  none a f t e r  

Jackson because he was re sp o n s ib le  f o r  the removal of the In d ia n s .

In  a l e t t e r  to  the  S e c re ta ry  to  the  P re s id e n t ,  she w rote :^^

I  b e l ie v e  the b e s t  fu tu re  f o r  the In d ian  people  and f o r  the new 
s t a t e  t h a t  i s  to  be , would be th a t  Republicanism should c o n tro l  h e re .  
To th i s  end, w hile  I  would no t f o r  an i n s t a n t  compromise the r i g h t ,
I  h o n es t ly  b e l ie v e  t h a t  no wrong could be done by a  f u r th e r  s tay .

 ̂ "Mrs. A. E. ¥ .  Robertson Has Passed Away; A Noble Woman, A 
M issionary and A C h r i s t i a n  in  Word and Deed—Her Work Among the In d ian s  
W ill Never Be Equaled," Muskogee Evening Times, November 21, 190$. For 
a l l  he r  work and as a re c o g n i t io n  of her  unusual s c h o la r ly  a t ta in m en ts ,  
Wooster U n iv e rs i ty ,  in  l88$, conferred  upon her the  t i t l e  of Doctor of 
Philosophy degree, the  h ig h e s t  honor ever con fe rred  içjon a woman up to  
t h a t  time.

^"^Richardson. Messages and Papers of the P r e s id e n t s , I I ,  1178.

^^Alice M. R obertson, "Step In to  My P a r lo r , "  Muskogee Phoenix , 
September 22, 1929.

^ ^ L e t te r  from A lice  Robertson to  W illiam Loeb, June $, 190$, 
Robertson C o l . ,  Tulsa U.
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In  opposing the s in g le  s ta t e  measure, she p o r tray ed  her p re ju d ic e  

toward Democrats, co t to n  r a i s e r s .  S ou therners ,  and Oklahoma T e r r i to r y .

She despised  th e  name of Oklahoma and wrote to  the  P re s id e n t  t h a t  the 

s in g le  s t a t e  p la n  would be e a s ie r  to  take i f  some name o th e r  than  Okla­

homa would be used.*^^ R oosevelt was n o t  swayed by such t r i v i a l  argu­

ments, f o r  i t  was obvious she did  no t fathom the b a s ic  i s su e s  concerning 

sta tehood f o r  Oklahoma or she was allow ing p re ju d ic e  r a th e r  than  reason  

to  in f luence  her th in k in g . The grounds she had f o r  concluding the s t a t e  

would ev en tu a l ly  be c o n t ro l le d  by the Republicans a re  rev ea led  in  a 

l e t t e r  she wrote to  William C u r t is :^ ^

The in au g u ra tio n  of a p u b l ic  school system now in  i t s  second 
y ea r  of p r a c t i c a l  work i s  b r in g in g  a  d i f f e r e n t  c la s s  of people  to  the 
r u r a l  d i s t r i c t s .  There i s  g re a t  reason  to  suppose t h a t  a  la rg e  p e r ­
centage of those new people  a re  Republicans. Two ou t of th re e  of 
the  l a s t  two y e a r s  have been f a r  b e t t e r  f o r  corn than  f o r  c o t to n .
The p o p u la t io n  t h a t  r a i s e s  c o t to n  i s  a s h i f t i n g  one. . . . While I  
am so rry  f o r  the people  who s e l l  goods in  the  towns and who buy c o t to n ,  
I  can never help a l i t t l e  f e e l in g  away down in  my h e a r t  of s a t i s f a c t i o n  
a t  any discouragement of the r a i s in g  o f  c o t to n .

S e c re ta ry  H itchcock’ s determined and sp lend id  p r o te c t io n  of the 
In d ia n s  by p la c in g  so many o b s ta c le s  In the  way of t h e i r  s e l l in g  t h e i r  
lands has been the  b e s t  p o s s ib le  th ing  f o r  Republicanism. . . . The 
land i s  being  so ld  more slowly . . .  to  p r a c t i c a l  fa rm ers  from the 
Worth.

I  know i t  would be questioned  very  g e n e ra l ly ,  b u t  I  b e l ie v e  th a t  
In d ian  T e r r i to r y  people  a s  a r u l e ,  would show more of in t e l l ig e n c e  
than  the  Oklahoma peop le . The m a jo r i ty  of g r a f t e r s  come to  us from 
Oklahoma. The meanest money sharks in  our town are  Oklahomans.

^ ^ L e t te r  from A lice  Robertson to  P re s id e n t  R oosevelt,  November 10, 
1905, Robertson C o l. ,  Tulsa  U.

^ ^ L e t te r  from A lice  Robertson to  William C u r t i s ,  November 11,
1905, Robertson C o l . ,  Tulsa  U.
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S h o r t ly  b e fo re  her m o th e r 's  d e a th ,  A lice  Robertson had expressed 

o p p o s it io n  to  the combining of th e  two t e r r i t o r i e s  in to  one s t a t e  in

s t ro n g e s t  terms in  a l e t t e r  to  Dr. G ates. She had sa id  i t  would be too

g re a t  a shock to  h e r  aged mother to  know of the p la n  to  u n i te  the T e r r i ­

tory: w ith  Oklahoma because i t  would mean union w ith  the l iq u o r  i n t e r e s t s  

s ince Oklahoma was "w et."  She added t h a t  she had l i s t e d  h e r  p ro p e r ty  f o r

s a le  and was going to  leave as soon as  i t  was so ld . She would have

nothing to  do w ith  the  saloon which would be in troduced  in to  the  s t a t e .

She d id  n o t  c a r ry  ou t her t h r e a t  b u t  k ep t  the p ro p e r ty  and h e ld  

on to  her job as  p o s tm is t r e s s .  In  f a c t ,  in  1909, when her f i r s t  term 

e}piired and her name came b e fo re  the Senate f o r  reappoin tm ent, she made 

a determined f i g h t  to  r e t a i n  the  p o s i t i o n .  Considerable  d i f f i c u l t y  was 

experienced  in  o b ta in in g  con firm ation  of her second appointment because 

o f  charges o f  in e f f ic ie n c y  and misconduct in  o f f ic e  by some who were 

seeking her p la c e .

James Cromwell, former a s s i s t a n t  to  the  p o s tm is t r e s s ,  was he r 

lead ing  opponent. He thought t h a t  i f  he could g e t  a  number of com plaints  

from c i t i z e n s  of Muskogee, he could g e t  he r  removed from o f f i c e .  Her 

appointment had been confirmed by the Senate , b u t  when the r e p o r t s  o f  the 

a l le g e d  v io l a t i o n s  came in .  Sena to r R obert L. Owen had i t  he ld  t ç  u n t i l  

a f u l l  and s a t i s f a c t o r y  exam ination could be raade.^^

^ ^ L e t te r  from A lice  Robertson to  M e r r i l l  G ates , n . d . ,  Robertson
C o l . ,  T u lsa  U.

^^Lett
1909 , Robertson C o l . ,  Tulsa  U.

^ ^ L e t te r  from Sena to r R obert Owen to  A lice  Robertson, January  I6 ,
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Acting on the advice of S ena to r Eugene Hale of Maine, a d i s t a n t  

r e l a t i v e  of h e rs ,  Miss Robertson p re sen te d  the case to  S ena to r Boies 

Penrose , Chairman of the  P o s t  O ffice  Committee. Sena tor Hale took a 

p e rso n a l  i n t e r e s t  in  the  c o n te s t  and kep t the  incumbent adv ised  a s  to  

what she should do to  c le a r  he r  re c o rd .  He informed her t h a t  o f f i c i a l  

p r o t e s t s  to  her con firm ation  had been f i l e d  by R ep resen ta t iv e  B ird  Mc­

Guire and Republican S ta te  Committeeman M orris.

In  w r i t in g  to  Sena tor Penrose , the  p o s tm is t r e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  she 

was w i l l in g  to  s tand on her reco rd  and p o in ted  out t h a t  R ep resen ta t iv e  

McGuire was from the f i r s t  C ongress iona l D i s t r i c t ,  w hile  Muskogee was 

in  the  second. In  the case of Chairman M orris , she f e l t  sure  h i s  opposi­

t i o n  r e s u l t e d  from her sending only  $25 .00  to the campaign fund , in s te a d  

of the $50.00 which he had re q u e s te d .  Anyway, she was r e ly in g  on her 

work a s  reasons  f o r  reappoin tm ent, and n o t  on p o l i t i c a l  power.

P o s ta l  In s p e c to r ,  C a r te r  Keene, made an ex ten s iv e  in v e s t ig a t i o n  

f o r  the  P os t O ffice  Department of the  com plaints and a c c u sa t io n s  a g a in s t  

Miss Robertson and found no evidence to  support the  charges . He questioned  

those who were re p o r te d  to  have made r e q u e s ts  f o r  he r  removal, and they 

a l l  gave her t h e i r  endorsement. Keene’ s r e p o r t  showed the tremendous 

growth of the work of the  Muskogee P o s t  O ff ice ,  in  s p i te  of th e re  having 

been no in c rease  in  c l e r i c a l  h e lp .  This f a c t  might account f o r  any in ­

e f f ic ie n c y  in  i t s  a d m in is t r a t io n .  I t  had grown from a second c l a s s  to  a

^ L e t t e r  from S enato r Hale to  A lice  Robertson, January  l6 ,  1909, 
Robertson C o l . ,  Tulsa U.

^ ^ L e t te r  from A lice  R obertson to  Sena tor Boies Penrose , January 2, 
1909 , Robertson C o l . ,  Tu lsa  U.
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f i r s t  c la s s  p o s t  o f f ic e  during the  p reced ing  fo u r  y e a r s .  The in v e s t ig a ­

t io n  c losed  w ith  the  recommendation th a t  she be r e ta in e d  in  o f f i c e .

The P r e s id e n t  of the  U n iv e rs i ty  of Oklahoma, A. Grant Evans, wrote 

her c o n g ra tu la t io n s  on the  re -appo in tm en t,  in  which he sa id :^ ^

I  was d e l ig h te d  to  see a few days ago the n o t ic e  of your re a p p o in t­
ment as pos tm aste r  a t  Muskogee. I  most h e a r t i l y  c o n g ra tu la te  you, and 
r e jo ic e  in  your b e a t in g  the  gang t h a t  has been t ry in g  to  g e t  you ou t .

A lice  Robertson was an a c t iv e  member of n a t io n a l  and re g io n a l  

o rg an iz a t io n s  of pos tm as te rs  and p o s ta l  enployees. Although she was the 

only woman member or the U nited  S ta te s  Postm aster*s A sso c ia t io n ,  the men 

were ve ry  f r i e n d ly  and courteous to  h e r .  She was chosen to  membership on 

i î ip o r tan t  committees and was always prominent in  convention a f f a i r s .  I n  

a l e t t e r  to  Sena tor Penrose, she exp lained  th a t  her  acceptance was no t 

the  r e s u l t  of her a t t r a c t i v e n e s s ,  b u t  of the  f a c t  t h a t  she was a capable 

member and a good p o s tm a s te r .  To prove her p o in t  she s e n t  the Sena tor 

a photograph of h e r s e l f .

A meeting of the  Southwest P o s ta l  A sso c ia t io n ,  c o n s is t in g  of 

p o s ta l  employees of the s t a t e s  of Iowa, M issouri,  Nebraska, Oklahoma, 

Arkansas and Kansas, was held  in  Kansas C ity  in  1910. Miss Robertson 

>ras chosen V ic e -P re s id en t  o f  the  A sso c ia t io n .^ ^  She was f iv e  tim es a

^ ^ L e t te r  from C. B. Keene to  F. E. M cM illis, January 26, 1909, 
Robertson C o l . ,  Tulsa  U.

^^ L e t te r  from A. Grant Evans to  Miss A lice  Robertson, Decem­
b e r  10, 1908, Robertson C o l- ,  T u lsa  U.

L8
L e t t e r  from A lice  Robertson to  Boies Penrose, January 2,

1909, Robertson C o l . ,  Tulsa  U.
Il9Kansas C ity  P o s t , October 10, I 9 IO.
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member of the committee on re s o lu t io n s  o f  the N a tiona l A sso c ia t io n  of 

F i r s t  C lass  P os tm aste rs .^^

The p o l i t i c a l  cançiaigns o f  1912 b rought to  a c lo se  the c o n tro l  

o f  the government by the Republicans. The s p l i t  in  the  Republican P a r ty  

and R o o se v e l t 's  running as a P rog ress ive  P a r ty  cand idate  brought about 

the e l e c t io n  of Wilson. The Democratic P a r ty  a lso  c o n t ro l le d  b o th  houses
d 1

of Congress. R oosevelt r e a l i z e d  h is  m istake and sa id  to  a f r i e n d :^

The f i g h t  i s  over, and we are  b ea ten .  There i s  only one th ing  
to  do and t h a t  i s  to  go back to  the Republican P a r ty .  You c a n ' t  
hold a p a r ty  l ik e  the P ro g ress iv e  P a r ty  to g e th e r  . . . th e re  are 
no loaves and f i s h e s .

There were no " loaves  and f i s h e s "  fo r  A lice  Robertson e i t h e r .  

Although she ap p lied  f o r  re -appoin tm ent f o r  p os tm aste r  of Muskogee, 

November l6 ,  1912, i t  was no more than a m atte r  of form, as she must 

have had no r e a l  hope of s u c c e s s . A t  the e x p i r a t io n  of her term, she 

r e t i r e d  to  p r iv a te  l i f e  and to  her o the r  i n t e r e s t s  in  Muskogee.

On h i s t o r i c  Agency H i l l  northw est of Muskogee, the former p o s t ­

m is t r e s s  had b u i l t  a spacious res idence  in  1910.^^ The house was

^ ^ L e t te r  from A lice  Robertson to  Mrs. N e t t ie  Whenery, August 23, 
1916 , Robertson C o l. ,  Tulsa  U.

^ Ijohn  D. H icks, The American N ation , A H is to ry  of the United 
S ta te s  From 1865 to  the  P re se n t  (3rd  e d . ;  D a llas ,  1955J , 380-82.

^ ^ L e t te r  from A lice  Robertson to  the P re s id e n t ,  November I6 ,
1912 , Robertson C o l. ,  Tulsa  U.

^^Agency H i l l  had been the  lo c a t io n  of Union Agency. For man}' 
y e a r s ,  the  agen ts  of the Five C iv i l iz e d  T r ib es  had been lo ca ted  in  t h e i r  
own t e r r i t o r y .  The Choctaw and Chickasaw agen ts  a t  Boggy Depot, the Semi- 
no le s  a t  Wewoka, and the Cherokee a t  Tahlequah. The Creek agency had 
been lo ca ted  about th re e  m ile s  northw est of p re s e n t  day Muskogee. The 
Federa l Government had decided to  co n so lid a te  these  agenc ies  in to  one, 
and t h i s  was done on Ju ly  1, I 87U. From th a t  d a te ,  t h i s  one agency had 
co n tro l  of the a d m in is t ra t io n  of a l l  the Five C iv i l iz e d  T r ibes  (Foreman, 
Muskogee, 2It).
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c o n s tru c ted  of wood and stone acqu ired  in  the neighborhood. She c a l le d
dj.

the p la ce  "Sawokla,” and gave her reasons :

Sawokla was the name o f a l i t t l e  band of In d ia n s  who spoke d i f ­
f e r e n t  language and who l iv e d  in  the  v a l le y s  around Conchartey. The 
l a s t  kncim members of t h i s  band were b u r ie d  on th e  farm of my b ro th e r -  
in - law . He was i n t e r e s t e d  in  a s to re  and p o s t  o f f ic e  about th ree  
m iles  from the  p re s e n t  toivn o f H aske ll  and t h i s  p o s t  o f f ic e  and t r a d ­
ing p o s t  was c a l l e d  Sawokla. When the  p o s t  o f f i c e  was d isco n t in u ed  
because of the r a i l r o a d  g iv ing  mail s e r v ic e ,  i t  was changed to  H askell 
in  honor of the f i r s t  governor. I  c a l l e d  n̂ y p la c e  Sawokla from t h i s .
I  do no t know the meaning excep t t h a t  I  have heard  i t  meant a g a th e r­
ing p lace  fo r  peop le .

The determ ining f a c t o r  fo r  b u i ld in g  Sawokla on Agency H i l l  was 

t h a t  a lead ing  denomination decided to  e s t a b l i s h  a c o lleg e  th e re ,  and to  

help f in an ce  the p r o j e c t ,  l o t s  were sold w ith  a guarantee  of c i t y  im­

provements, inc lud ing  s t r e e t c a r  s e r v ic e .  The founda tions  fo r  the  b u i ld ­

ings were l a id ,  b u t  through d is h o n e s t  management, the o p e ra t io n  ceased, 

never to  be resumed.

Miss Robertson h ired  Benjamin C u n l i f f  to  draw up p lan s  f o r  Sawokla 

and to  superv ise  the c o n s t ru c t io n .  F ee lin g  she too was a  v ic t im  of d i s ­

honesty  in  the b u i ld in g  of her home, she accused the c o n t ra c to r  of using 

i n f e r i o r  m a te r ia l  and charging f o r  a b e t t e r  grade . She claimed she had 

p a id  f o r  labor and su p p l ie s  which had been used elsewhere and t h a t  the 

c o n t ra c to r  had a lso  p laced  f r a u d u le n t  l i e n s  upon Sawokla. Handicapped by 

these  m isfo rtunes  and the burden of her own d e b ts ,  she was never ab le

^ L e t t e r  from A lice  Robertson to  E l lsw o rth  C e i l in g s ,  January 8, 
1930, Robertson C o l. ,  Tulsa  U. I t  has a l s o  been mentioned t h a t  Miss 
Robertson chose the name "Sawokla" because the  f i r s t  th ree  l e t t e r s  were 
the i n i t i a l s  of her famous g ra n d fa th e r ,  Samuel A ustin  W orcester, and the 
r e s t  of the  word i s  the a b b re v ia t io n  f o r  Oklahoma.

Muskogee D aily  Hews, October 27, 192$.
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f u l l y  to  c a r ry  ou t her hopes and d e s i r e s  fo r  the b u i ld in g  of the proposed 

show p la c e .

The s t ru c tu re  had huge f i r e p l a c e s  and broad porches overlooking  

the wooded s lopes  below. These l e n t  themselves to  the purpose fo r  which 

Sawokla was b u i l t .  I t  d id  indeed become a g a ther ing  p lace  upon mapy and 

v a r ie d  occasions; from the meeting of v e te ra n s  o f  two wars to  the meeting 

of the Oklahoma P ress  A sso c ia t io n  a t  the  end of her term as p o s tm is t r e s s  

in  1913.57

Perhaps the most im portan t g a ther ing  was t h a t  of about f i f t y  

Spanish  War v e te ra n s  of the Milo E. Hendrix Carp number fou r  of Muskogee 

and the members of the Ladies A u x il ia ry  of the  camp, which was a lso  named 

f o r  Milo E. Hendrix. These and t h e i r  f r i e n d s  were the  g u es ts  of the 

p r o p r ie to r  a t  her b e a u t i f u l  home a t  Sawokla. They were served a b o u n t i ­

f u l  meal. The group p layed  games and sang songs of sp e c ia l  s ig n i f ic a n c e ,  

such as "Tenting on the  Old Carp Ground," "D ix ie ,"  "Yankee Doodle," and 

the " S ta r  Spangled Banner." Mrs. G rant Foreman, who was a descendant of 

s o ld ie r s  of every war t h a t  has been fough t by the American Government, 

was s e le c te d  to  l i g h t  the  f i r s t  f i r e s  in  the f i r e p l a c e s .

Extensive e n te r ta in m en t a t  Sawokla and the tpkeep of the house 

and f i f t y - f i v e  a c re s  were p robab ly  the most in p o r ta n t  reasons Miss 

Robertson found i t  so d i f f i c u l t  to  l iv e  w i th in  her income. However, i t

5 ^ L e t te r  from A lice  Robertson to  Benjamin C u n l i f f ,  August 17, 
1910, Robertson C o l . ,  Tulsa  U.

Foreman, "Honorable A lice  R obertson ,"  l6 .
H O

"Spanish War Vets Are E n te r ta in e d ,"  newspaper c l ip p in g  w ith o u t  
re fe re n c e  or d a te ,  Robertson C o l . ,  Tulsa  U.
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proved a s u i ta b le  home f o r  her and her adopted daughter , Susan B arn e t t .  

She f i n a l l y  had a p lace  to  d isp la y  the  many In d ian  r e l i c s  and cu r io s  

she and her fam ily  had accumulated through the  y e a r s .



CHAPTER V 

FARMER, RESTAURAKTEie, WAR CITIZEN

A fte r  her a c t iv e  and s trenuous  c a re e r  as Supervisor of In d ian  

Schools and p o s tm is t r e s s ,  Miss Robertson r e t i r e d  to  her home a t  Sawokla. 

I t  might seem t h a t  she would spend the time in  q u ie t  re le a s e  from p u b l ic  

a c t i v i t y  and take l i f e  easy fo r  a w hile , b u t  she was am bitious . Her l i f e  

from 1913 to  the  time she became a candida te  f o r  Congress in  1920 showed 

her re so u rce fu ln e ss  and devotion  to  the  needy,

Sawokla, w ith  i t s  f e r t i l e  farm land , was id e a l ly  s i tu a te d  fo r  

l iv e s to c k ,  d a i ry ,  and v ege tab le  p ro d u c t io n .  I t s  p r o p r i e to r  was accus­

tomed to  outdoor l i f e ,  and having learned  ways and means of farm problems 

from her f a th e r  and by a c tu a l  experience  during  the e a r ly  days of m ission 

work a t  T u l lah assee ,  she plunged in to  the management and d i r e c t i o n  of the 

farm’ s a c t i v i t i e s .  She sp e c ia l iz e d  in  r a i s in g  good J e rse y  and Guernsey 

milk cows, Duroc J e r se y  hogs, and egg producing ch ickens. She grew a l l  

k inds of v eg e tab le s  f o r  the  r e s id e n t s  in  town and f o r  the c a f e t e r i a  she 

e s ta b l i s h e d .^

She always had a sp e c ia l  p la c e  in  her h e a r t  f o r  young g i r l s  and 

spen t much time and money in  p ro v id in g  the s o c ia l  and s p i r i t u a l  guidance 

she f e l t  they needed. Perce iv ing  the  need f o r  an a s s o c ia t io n  to  take

^Muskogee D aily  Phoenix, October 19, 1920.
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the  p la ce  of the  languish ing  Y.VJ.C.A., she undertook the work o f o rgan iz -  

ing and f in an c in g  a b u s in e s s  women’ s c lu b .  One was opened in  the Mc- 

Kibben b u i ld in g  under her s u p e rv is io n  w ith  M isses B ertha  and J e s s i e  Pense, 

s i s t e r s ,  as a s s i s t a n t s .  P ro v is io n s  were made f o r  a r e c e p t io n  room, r e s t  

rooms, d in ing  room, d re s s in g  rooms, and b a th s .  Luncheon was served a t  

the  c lub in  c a f e t e r i a  s t y l e ,  and the p r iv i l e g e  of us ing  the  f a c i l i t i e s  

was extended to  any woman who held  a membership card , which was ob ta ined  

by paying a small f e e .  Men were adm itted  only when accompanied by a 

lady  f r i e n d .^

The lunch room had such a la rg e  and a p p re c ia t iv e  pa tronage  th a t  

she tu rned  her a t t e n t i o n  to  the development of a c a f e t e r i a  where food 

prepared  w ith  a l l  the  care  of home cooking could be fu rn ish e d  a t  moderate 

p r i c e s . ^  A f te r  a few months, h e r  fame as  a cook was w ell known through­

out the  c i t y ,  and the businessmen persuaded her to  a llow  them to  e a t  a t  

her c a f e t e r i a .  Her b u s in e ss  grew u n t i l  i t  was a f u l l - t im e  jo b ,  and she 

had to  h i re  e x t r a  help to  take care  of the  custom ers. Her Sawokla c a fe ­

t e r i a  became the most popu lar  e a t in g  p la ce  in  Muskogee.^

Alice  R obertson’ s m ate rna l i n s t i n c t  was so s tro n g  t h a t  she be­

came a mother in  the  p r a c t i c a l  way to  many g i r l s  and boys during  her 

l i f e .  Speaking o f her concern f o r  young people  she sa id :  " I  am no t a

2
Grant Foreman, "The Lady from Oklahoma," The Independen t,

March 26, 1921, CV, 326; "Busy-Bee I d e a l i s t , "  H ollands Magazine, n . d . ,  
n . p . ,  c l ip p in g ,  Robertson C o l . ,  Okla. H i s t .  Soc.

^Muskogee Daily Phoenix, n . d . ,  H ise l  Col.

^I b i d .

^Tom P. Morgan, Ladies Home Jo u rn a l ,  March, 1921, p .  21
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mother as you know, b u t  God has g iven  me more or l e s s  a m other’ s h e a r t .

I  have t r i e d  to  be a com forter in  sorrow in  many in s ta n c e s ." ^  A t one 

time or an o th er ,  Miss R obertson and her mother took many In d ia n  orphan 

c h i ld re n  in to  t h e i r  home and c lo thed  and fed them.? In  r e l a t i n g  t h i s  

experience  she wrote

There a re  a l o t  of th in g s  t h a t  perhaps I  might say about g i r l s  
who have been w ith  me, b u t  I ’d r a th e r  they  would n o t  be sa id  during 
my l i f e t im e .  How many I  have given weddings to  I  do n o t  know, nor 
do I  b e l ie v e  i t  would be p o s s ib le  fo r  me to  count up. I  do remember 
t h a t  I  have bought twelve trousseaux , some very  modest ones, o th e rs  
v e ry  e la b o r a te .  A lthough an old maid, I  have always held  myself up 
as a warning and n o t  an example to  my g i r l s .  g r e a t e s t  am bition  
has been to  do a l l  in  my power toward the e s tab l ish m e n t  of happy
homes. A f te r  a l l ,  i f  hard  working l i f e  has seemed to  be one of
accomplishments, as I  know i t  has been of e a r n e s t ,  s in ce re  e f f o r t ,  
i t  i s  no c r e d i t  to  me, b u t  simply something I  could n o t  help because 
o f  the  blood in  me.

The only c h i ld  the s e l f - s t y l e d  "Old Maid" o f f i c i a l l y  adopted was 

Suzanne B a rn e t t ,  daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Wesley B a rn e t t .  A pparently  Su­

zanne’ s mother was k i l l e d  by an In d ia n  lover when the l i t t l e  g i r l  was

only f iv e  y e a rs  o ld .  She then  came to  l iv e  w ith  Miss Robertson^ and 

l a t e r  was the  f i r s t  In d ia n  to  f i l e  f o r  an a l lo tm e n t  on the  r o l l s  o f  the 

Five C iv i l iz e d  T r ib e s  a t  the In d ia n  Agency a t  M u s k o g e e . T h e  new 

mother provided  her  w i th  the b e s t  advantages and saw to  i t  t h a t  she r e ­

ceived the  f i n e s t  edu ca tio n  p o s s ib le .  Suzanne was l a t e r  m arried  to

^ U n c la s s if ie d  newspaper c l ip p in g  in  Oklahoma H i s t o r i c a l  S o c ie ty  
A rch ives.

7
Foreman, "The Lady From Oklahoma," 311.

^"Busy-Bee I d e a l i s t , "  H ollands Magazine, n . d . ,  n . p . ,  c l ip p in g ,  
Robertson C o l . ,  Okla. H is t .  Soc.

^Foreman, In d ia n -P io n ee r  H is to ry , LXXI, U25.

l ° I b i d . ,  XXVIII, 151.
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C harles  E. S t r o u v e l le ,  of T u lsa , a wealthy o i l  man.^^

A lice  Robertson had her own p a t t e r n  of a g i r l ' s  b ehav io r ,  b u t  she

was n o t  dogmatic and unreasonable . She understood the problems of young

people and a p p re c ia ted  t h e i r  p lace  in  l i f e .  The q u e s t io n  of smoking,

e s p e c ia l ly  women smoking, was a b ig  is su e  j u s t  be fo re  the outbreak  of

World War I .  She was urged to  jo in  o rg a n iz a t io n s  to  f i g h t  the use of

tobacco, b u t  re fu s e d .  She had no synpathy f o r  i t s  use b u t  explained  th a t

as fo r  smoking among women, she b e liev ed  th a t  every  one should be governed

by her own consc ience . She sa id  she d id  no t smoke and would see to  i t

1?th a t  her daughter d id  n o t .

By 191> i t  appeared as i f  Sawokla would be a source of co n s id e r­

able w ea lth  to  i t s  ovmer. I n  March of t h a t  y e a r  d r i l l i n g  fo r  o i l  was 

s t a r t e d  and people  who had been the b e n e f i c i a r i e s  of her l i b e r a l i t i e s  

were hoping and p ray ing  t h a t  she would become wealthy through the  land 

on which she l iv e d ,  b u t  such was no t the r e s u l t .  Only t r a c e s  of o i l  

were d iscovered  and the  w ells  were abandoned.

Working on the  farm and o p era ting  her own c a f e t e r i a  b u s in e ss  gave 

Miss Robertson the  time and p lace  to  have g a th er in g s  and p a r t i e s  of a l l  

k inds . In  1913, f o r  the t h i r d  consecu tive  y e a r ,  the Milo E. Hendrix Camp 

of Spanish-American War v e te ran s  w ith  t h e i r  wives and c h i ld re n  were e n te r ­

ta in ed  a t  Sawokla, on the an n iv ersa ry  of the b a t t l e  of San Juan. Milo E. 

Hendrix was one of the  f a v o r i t e  p u p i l s  of the h o s te s s  w hile  she was

l^Ibid.

^^The Washington Times, January 1$, 1921, Robertson C o l . ,  Okla.
H is t .  Soc.

13Muskogee Daily Phoenix, March 26, 1913.
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teach ing  a t  Henry Kendall C ollege. Every year on the a n n iv ersa ry  of 

th a t  b a t t l e ,  in  which Milo was k i l l e d ,  she opened her home to  the  v e te ra n s  

of the Spanish-firaerican War and gave them a canç) f i r e  supper, choosing 

to  keep the memory of Milo a l iv e  in  the h e a r t s  of h is  comrades in  t h i s  

fa sh io n  r a th e r  than w ith  a solemn memorial s e rv ice .

On t h i s  occasion , the members o f the camp p re sen ted  t h e i r  hon­

ored h o s te s s  w ith  a b e a u t i f u l  and expensive s i l v e r  loving cup on which 

was engraved, "To Miss Robertson, the f i r s t  department p r e s id e n t  of the 

Oklahoma woman’ s a u x i l i a r y  to  the Spanish War V e terans ."  She was a 

c h a r te r  member of the  a u x i l i a r y  and an honorary member of the  canç .^^

On January 16, 191^, a saddening experience came to  t h i s  ou t­

standing  p a t r i o t ,  when the In d ian  O ffice  issued  an announcement t h a t  

the old b u i ld in g s  and p ro p e r ty  of T u llahassee  would be sold a t  a u c t io n .

For about twenty-seven y e a r s ,  the b u i ld in g s  were used as  a school f o r  

the Negroes, b u t  a f t e r  the  1913-lU school terra, i t  had never been r e ­

opened, On the day of the  a u c t io n .  Miss Robertson was p re s e n t  and liras 

in terview ed by a newspaper r e p o r t e r .  Looking about over the school 

grounds, she n o tic ed  a la rge  old walnut t r e e .  She r e c a l l e d  the  s to ry  

of the  t r e e ’ s be ing  p la n te d  by her f a th e r  on the  same day she was born  

and remarked to  the  r e p o r te r  t h a t  i t  was not "ready f o r  the  ax-raen y e t , "

He got the  idea t h a t  she had in  mind many hopes and a s p i r a t i o n s  b e fo re  the 

end of her tim e.^^

Her love f o r  people made i t  easy  fo r  her to  a s s o c ia te  w ith  a l l  

c la s s e s .  One fe l lo w  m issionary  sa id  o f  her t h a t  she was eq u a l ly  a t

^^ I b i d . , n . d , ,  H ise l  Col. 

l> Ib id ,
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home in  the caJDins of the poor and in  the p a la c e s  of the r i c h .^ ^  Concern

f o r  the  w elfa re  of o th e rs  was a p a r t  of her ph ilosophy of success ,  espe-

17c i a l l y  as  i t  p e r ta in e d  to  the work of women. She sa id :

The most su ccess fu l  a re  those who p o sse ss  p o ise  and c o n t ro l .
One th ing  worthwhile i s  s e rv ice  to  one’ s fellowman and to  the A l­
mighty. The woman who does a man’ s job should do a s u b s ta n t i a l  
work. Men a re  no t p a r t i c u l a r l y  a t t r a c t e d  to  women in  b u s in ess  and 
they must be prepared  to  s a c r i f i c e  the wonderful joys of motherhood 
and the b le s s in g s  of g ran d ch ild ren .

Quite n a tu r a l ly ,  one of the a c t i v i t i e s  which took much of her 

time and i n t e r e s t  was the work of her church, s ince she came from a 

l in e  of ten  genera tions  of m in is te r s  and was the daughter and grand­

daughter of p io n ee r  P re s b y te r ia n  m is s io n a r ie s .  Speaking of her church 

a f f i l i a t i o n ,  she wrote : " I  hope E lb e r t in e  i s  very  happy in  the E piscopal

Church, you know I  have q u i te  a lean ing  th a t  way, a lthough  I  am too dyed 

in  the wool a P re sb y te r ia n ."^ ^

She served as one of the f iv e  V ic e -P re s id en ts  a t  la rge  of the 

Women’ s P re sb y te r ia n  Board in  B uffa lo , New Y o r k . S h e  was busy doing 

what she could f o r  the support o f  her home church in  Muskogee. On one 

occasion she canned and p u t  up over th ree  hundred q u a r ts  of f in e  p r e ­

serves  of d i f f e r e n t  v a r i e t i e s ,  a long w ith  seventy q u a r ts  of jam and 

p ic k le d  f r u i t ,  which she p u t  on s a le .  The proceeds went toward the

^^L ette r  from Mrs. W. B. Moore to  Mrs. Carolyn Foreman, A p r i l  16, 
193U, Robertson C o l. ,  Tulsa U.

^^The Morning Oregonian, June 17, 1922.
18

L e t te r  from A lice  Robertson to  Miss Georgia Robertson, August 29, 
1923 , Robertson C o l . ,  Tulsa  U.

19L e t te r  from E l la  A. Boole to  A lice  Robertson, June 9, 190L, 
Robertson C o l. ,  Tulsa  U.
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expanse of b u i ld in g  the new P re s b y te r ia n  church. She re p o r te d  t h a t  she

met w ith  co n s id e rab le  success  in  the s a le  of f r u i t s  fo r  the b e n e f i t  of

20the  P re s b y te r ia n  fund.

Always a keen s tu d e n t  in  B ib le  teach in g , she was a fu n d am e n ta l is t  

in  r e l i g io u s  b e l i e f .  Her g r e a t  f a i t h  in  the t e x t  of the  s c r ip tu r e s  led  

her to  b e l ie v e  i t  was the e x p re ss  in s p ire d  work o f  God. Since she had 

unswerving confidence in  G od 's  p rov idences , p ra y e r  p layed an im portan t 

p a r t  in  her l i f e .  "Pure and u n d e f i led  r e l ig io n "  was one of the g re a t  

p r in c ip l e s  of d o c tr in e  which she b e l ie v ed  so s tro n g ly  and c a r r i e d  ou t to 

the b e s t  of he r  a b i l i t y .  She had decided  c o n v ic t io n s  on many p o in t s  of 

B ib le  d o c t r in e .  One of th ese  was the p o s i t i o n  o f  the church in  r e l a t i o n  

to  the  s t a t e .  The fo llow ing  in c id e n t  expressed  he r f e e l in g  in  t h i s
p 1

m a tte r :

I  to ld  my p a s to r  o f  the church w ith  which I  have so long been 
connected t h a t  i f  I  were read  as a cand ida te  from the  p u l p i t  of the 
church, I  should f e e l  so h u r t  t h a t  I  should be b rough t in to  p o l i t i c s  
in  mj'' church t h a t  i t  would be im possible  f o r  me to  a t t e n d  an o th er  
s e rv ice  in  i t  u n t i l  a f t e r  the  e l e c t io n .

For the  same reason , when asked whether i t  would be ag reeab le  to  
me fo r  the la d ie s  whom I  have loved and kno>m so long and so w e l l ,  
in  my church, to  give me a home coming re c e p t io n ,  I  sa id  I  could no t 
go to  such a re c e p t io n  while  I  was a cand ida te  pending e l e c t i o n  and 
d ec lin ed  the i n v i t a t i o n .

I  b e l ie v e  in  a c le a n  c u t  d iv i s io n  in  church and s t a t e .  I  b e l ie v e  
t h a t  every in d iv id u a l  v o te r  should answer to  h is  God and h i s  own 
conscience f o r  the  way he v o te s .

U sually  t h i s  B ib le  s tu d e n t  had a sym pathetic  f e e l in g  f o r  denomi­

n a t io n s  o th e r  than  h e r  own, b u t  she had l i t t l e  r e s p e c t  f o r  the C atho lic

^^Muskogee Daily  Phoenix , September 1, I 898 . 

^ ^ I b id . ,  n . d . ,  1920, H ise l  Col.
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Church. On one occasion  she to ld  of v i s i t i n g  a c a th e d ra l  in  Baltim ore
pp

and sa id ;

I t  was a scene eloquent, of C a tho lic  heathenism— the r i c h  d re s s  
of the  p r i e s t  and the  a lm ost f a n t a s t i c  garb of the  s i s t e r s  o f  c h a r i ty ,  
b u t  above a l l  the  mockery of the  L a t in  words spoken by the p r i e s t s  
broken as they were by the  sobs of the  s t r i k e n  mourners who l i s t e n e d  
to  the  mass f o r  the  soul of t h e i r  dear l o s t  ones. I  was a lm ost g lad  
when our le a d e r  gave the  s ig n a l  of d e p a r tu re .  I  could b rea th e  more 
f r e e l y  under the  dome of heaven which the  C rea to r  made of His own 
g lo ry  than under the  c a th e d ra l  dome c re a te d  by the  deluded fo l lo w e rs  
of the  V irg in  Mary.

In  1916 A lice  R obertson  took a hopeless  and b r i e f  f l i n g  a t  p o l i ­

t i c s .  When the Republican t i c k e t  was completed f o r  the  p rim ary , i t  was 

found the re  was no name f o r  can d id a te  f o r  County Superin tenden t of P ub lic  

I n s t r u c t i o n .  Because of he r  experience  as Superv iso r o f  In d ia n  Schools 

and te ach e r  in  the  county sch o o ls ,  she was asked to  a llow  the p a r ty  to

p la c e  her name on the  b a l l o t  f o r  t h i s  p o s i t i o n .  At f i r s t  she h e s i t a t e d

because she thought the incumbent was f u l l y  q u a l i f i e d ,  b u t  a f t e r  f u r th e r  

p e rsu as io n  she complied w ith  the  re q u e s t  and won the  p a r ty  nomination
p p

1,021 v o tes  to  955 f o r  the  n ex t h ig h e s t  c an d id a te ."  Her campaign mes­

sage f o r  the  genera l  e l e c t io n  s t i p u l a t e d  her q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  and reasons 

f o r  e le c t io n :^ ^

I  ask your v o te  because: -  -  -

I  have had t h i r t y  y e a r s  school experience  in  the  s t a t e ,  in
teach ing  and management, from prim ary  to  c o l le g e  work.

pp
L e t te r  from A lice  Robertson to  Ann Augusta, May 11, 1872, 

Robertson C o l . ,  Tulsa U.
pp

^ L e t te r  from A lice  Robertson to  S ta te  S uperin tenden t of Public  
I n s t r u c t i o n ,  August 15, 1916, Robertson C o l . ,  T u lsa  U.

^ \jnclas s i f i e d  c l ip p in g  in  Robertson C o l . ,  Tulsa  U.
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I  have proven execu tive  a b i l i t y ,  am thoroughly t ra in e d  in  o f f ic e  
and s t a t i s t i c a l  work, so t h a t  no time would be l o s t  from f i e l d  work 
in  le a rn in g  to  manage the County S u p e r in te n d e n t 's  O ff ice .

I  have shown my f in a n c ia l  a b i l i t y  and honesty by handling hun­
dreds of d o l l a r s  of school and m il l io n s  of d o l l a r s  of p o s ta l  funds 
w ithou t lo s s  or e r r o r .

I  have p e r f e c t  h e a l th .  I  have no l o s t  a week from b u s in es s  in  
s ix te e n  y e a r s .  I  have t r a v e le d  the  roads of t h i s  county a l l  my l i f e  
and i f  e le c te d  I  in tend  to  spend most of my time t r a v e l in g  them in  
v i s i t i n g  schools .

I  am and s h a l l  continue to  be a b so lu te ly  f r e e  from any promises 
or agreements beyond t h i s  pledge to  you to  be governed so le ly  by 
what seems f o r  the b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  of the schools .

The school i s  nex t to  the home. As a woman who combines a 
thorough and p r a c t i c a l  knowledge o f domestic a f f a i r s  w ith  a man's 
b u s in e s s  t r a in in g  and a b i l i t y  I  c laim  esjDecial q u a l i f i c a t i o n .  I  am 
n o t  a p o l i t i c i a n  nor a s u f f r a g e t t e ,  b u t  I  love the homes and the 
c h i ld re n  of my county. My fam ily  have l iv e d  in  the  con g ress io n a l 
d i s t r i c t  as  m is s io n a r ie s  and te ac h e rs  s ince  1833, so I  s tand  f e a r ­
le s s ly  upon my reco rd ,  among you, the people  who know me.

She confessed she made a very  mild and p e rfu n c to ry  cançjaign f o r  

the o f f ic e  of County S uperin tenden t of Schools, f o r  knowing the s trong  

m a jo r i ty  of Democrats in  the  county, she e n te r ta in e d  no f a l s e  hopes of 

being e le c te d .  When the r e tu r n s  were in  and showed the Democrats had won, 

she showed few s igns  of d isappoin tm ent.^^

Miss Robertson took a lead ing  p a r t  in  the a c t i v i t i e s  of many noted 

o rg a n iz a t io n s .  E sp e c ia l ly  was she a c t iv e  in  the  Daughters of the Ameri- 

can R evo lu tion ,^  becoming re g e n t  of the  A. H. Yastee Chapter. Some y e a rs

^^Muskogee Daily  Phoenix, n . d . ,  H ise l  Col.

^ ^ L e t te r  from Frances Ingraham Mann to  A lice  Robertson, February 19, 
1912, Robertson C o l . ,  Tulsa U. Daughters of American Revolu tion  was an 
o rg a n iz a t io n  formed in  1890 f o r  the purpose of commemorating h i s t o r i c a l  
events  of the American R evolu tion , p re se rv in g  reco rd s  and s i t e s  of such 
even ts ,  and f o s te r in g  a s p i r i t  of p a t r io t i s m  and love of country .
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l a t e r  the Okmulgee Chapter v/rote a l e t t e r  honoring i t s  famous member:^?

To Miss A lice  Robertson, f i r s t  woman of Muskogee and of Oklahoma, 
f i r s t  woman member of Congress from Oklahoma, and f i r s t  woman to 
p re s id e  over the lower house of Congress, p e rso n a l  f r ie n d  of p r e s i ­
d e n ts ,  descendent of the p i lg r im  f a th e r s ,  of r e v o lu t io n a ry  heroes 
and of e a r ly  m is s io n a r ie s  to  the In d ian ,  t ru e  f r ie n d  to  the  s o ld ie r  
boys and of those m istaken by m isfo rtu n e ,  ab le  educa to r ,  f a i t h f u l  
m iss ionary , c a re fu l  h i s t o r i a n  and lo y a l  p a t r i o t ,  t h i s  c h a ir  i s  d e d i­
ca ted  w ith  love and adm ira tion  by the members of the Okmulgee, Okla­
homa, Chapter of the  Daughters of the American Revolu tion .

As i s  t ru e  of an a c t iv e  p ro g re s s iv e  community, th e re  were d r iv e s  

fo r  man}' o rg a n iz a t io n s  and community i n t e r e s t s  in  Muskogee. The well 

known r e s ta u r a n te e r  was in te r e s t e d  in  a l l  of them and d id  what she could 

to  help p u t  them over—Y.M.C.A., Y.W.C.A., Community Serv ice  D rive,
pfl

S a lv a t io n  Ari^y, e t c .  She wrote:

How about the S a lv a t io n  Army Drive? T ired  of d r ives?  Ko more 
than I am. I  lo the  the very word as I  do taxes  b u t  a s  we never w i l l  
a r r iv e  a t  t h a t  p o in t  where we w i l l  support our government w ithou t 
tax es ,  so we s h a l l  have to  meet t h i s  moral o b l ig a t io n ,  I  suppose 
through the obnoxious d r iv e .  One th ing  you can do, a s  I 'm  doing to ­
day, "b e a t  them to  i t , "  fo r  I 'm  w r i t in g  a check today which I  wish 
could be a thousand tim es as b ig .

A lice  Robertson made l a s t i n g  c o n tr ib u t io n s  to  the w elfa re  o f  her 

community. She invested  her time and money in  s t a r t i n g  new b u s in es ses  

as w ell as in  he lp ing  to  develop the p h y s ic a l ,  c u l t u r a l ,  and s o c ia l  l i f e  

of the c i t y .  Before she e s ta b l i s h e d  the Sawokla c a f e t e r i a ,  she had 

operated a photography shop. Mrs. F a i th  D a ltry ,  a n iece ,  r e c a l l e d  e a r ly  

memories of he r a u n t 's  o p e ra t in g  such a s tu d io  in  Muskogee, and t h a t  she 

and her s i s t e r  were convenient s u b je c ts  f o r  ex p e r im en ta t io n .29

27'L e t t e r  from the Daughters of American Revolu tion  of Okmulgee, 
Oklahoma, to  A lice  Robertson, n .d . ,  Robertson C o l . ,  Tulsa U.

Muskogee Times-Democrat, October 13, 1920.

^^ L e t te r  from F a i th  D a ltry  to  Joe Spaulding, October 2, 1996; 
Foreman, "Honorable A lice  R obertson ,"  17.
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World War I  took most of the a t t e n t i o n  and energy of the people 

of the n a t io n .  Almost every th ing  was fo r g o t te n  excep t the war. The 

people  of Oklahoma gave t h e i r  lo y a l  support to  the war e f f o r t ,  and many 

m i l i t a r y  t r a in in g  camps were lo ca ted  in  the s t a t e ,  such as the  famous 

Doniphan Camp, s i tu a te d  in  southwest Oklahoma, which was w ell known as  an 

a r t i l l e r y  school. The s t a t e  c o n tr ib u te d  her quota  of men to  th e  armed 

s e rv ic e s ,  among them men of m i l i t a r y  prominence such a s  General Roy Hoff­

man and P a t r i c k  J .  Hurley, l a t e r  S e c re ta ry  of War.

Miss Robertson was n o t  s a t i s f i e d  w ith  p e rso n a l  devo tion  to  her 

country , she f e l t  he r duty to  impress the younger g en e ra t io n  w ith  t h e i r  

d u t ie s  of c i t i z e n s h ip .  The A lice  Robertson Ju n io r  High School of Musko­

gee, Oklahoma, has a room named in  her honor which c o n ta in s  many mementos, 

and one of them i s  a f l a g  of the United S t a t e s  which was a p e rso n a l  pos­

se s s io n .  To promote the s p i r i t  of p a t r io t i s m  in  the h e a r t s  of the s tu ­

d en ts ,  she p e r s o n a l ly  p resen ted  the  f la g  in  1911 to  the  f i r s t  g radua ting  

c la s s  from C en tra l  High School, and asked th a t  i t  be passed on from y ea r  

to  y e a r .  Her r e q u e s t  was followed in  C en tra l  f o r  t h i r t y  y e a r s ,  and in  

the sp ring  of 19^d, the S en io r C lass  and Mr. Jesse  Cardwell, p r in c ip a l  

of the C en tra l  High School, p re s e n te d  the f l a g  to  the  school bear in g  

her name, and the t r a d i t i o n  i s  now c a r r ie d  on in  the A lice  Robertson 

Ju n io r  High School. In  the sp ring  of 19^1, f o r ty  y e a r s  a f t e r  the p re se n ­

t a t i o n  of the f l a g ,  members of the  n in th  grade c la s s  r e t i r e d  the  frayed  

o r ig i n a l ,  and w ith  solem nity  and r e s p e c t  ded ica ted  a new one to  c a r ry  on 

the t r a d i t i o n . " ^

Handbook of In fo rm ation  Concerning A lice  Robertson Ju n io r  
High School, Muskogee, Oklahoma, h; In te rv ie w  w ith  Miss Goldie M. Lemon,
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As a -war c i t i z e n  Miss Robertson gave v a lu ab le  s e rv ice  to  the 

s o ld ie r s  en ro u te  to  t r a in in g  camps or p o in ts  of e m b a r k a t i o n . W h e n  

troops began to  m o b ilize , they  passed  through Muskogee, f i r s t  in  small 

numbers and then by t r a in lo a d s .  The lo c a l  Red Cross u n i t  was one of 

the f i r s t  to  be organized in  Oklahoma. So u rg e n t ly  d id  she f e e l  the 

need of he lp ing  the  s o ld ie r s  t h a t  she d id  no t w a it  f o r  Red Cross funds. 

With l i t t l e  or no f a c i l i t i e s  a t  the depot f o r  t h e i r  accommodations, she 

would load her " f l iv v e r "  w ith  good th in g s  to  e a t  from her c a f e t e r i a ,  

such as  sandwiches, c an d ie s ,  chewing gum, doughnuts, cakes and a b ig  p o t  

of co ffee  f o r  the  se rv ice  men. Her co lo red  chau ffeu r  drove the c a r ,

since she could n o t  d r iv e ,  b u t  she was always p r e s e n t  to  g re e t  the  boys.

She was pu n c tu a l in  meeting every r e g u la r  or sp e c ia l  t r a i n  t h a t  might 

c a r ry  a  s o ld i e r . "

I t  was n o t  long u n t i l  her fame extended to  a l l  the Southwestern 

camps, and troops  p a ss in g  th rough  Muskogee looked forward to  stopping 

the re  f o r  the  good " ea ts "  t h a t  awaited them. In  a d d i t io n  they knew they

would see the motherly  woman who would g re e t  them and give them whatever

a s s i s ta n c e  they needed. Meeting the  troop t r a i n s  became a m a tte r  of f i r s t  

importance w ith  h e r .  S o ld ie r s  soon learned  t h a t  i f  they were broke or in  

any t ro u b le ,  they could  go to  her and g e t  he lp . She gave many p a r t i e s  

a t  Sawokla f o r  those who could  s ta y  over n ig h t .

teach e r  of the A lice  R obertson  Ju n io r  High School s ince  i t s  beg inn ing , who 
>ra.s a p e rso n a l  f r i e n d  of A lice  Robertson f o r  many y e a r s ,  September 20, 
1956.

11
"""A lice  M. R obertson ,"  a pamphlet found in  the  Robertson C o l. ,

Tulsa U.

^^Foreman, "Honorable A lice  M. R obertson ,"  l6 .
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In  a d d i t io n  to  t h i s  phase of her war s e rv ic e ,  A lice  Robertson 

fed thousands of s o ld ie r s  and t h e i r  f a m i l ie s  in  her c a f e t e r i a  w ithout

charge. I t  was her p o l ic y  to  re fu se  pay fo r  meals from a man in  uniform,

’̂ 3and more than f iv e  thousand boys accepted her h o s p i t a l i t y . '

F in a l ly  the R ailroad  Conçany p laced  an old fashioned passenger 

coach on a s id in g  f o r  a Red Cross can teen . There Miss Robertson super­

v ised  a corps of e f f i c i e n t  Red Cross w o r k e r s . S h e  was a lso  made a 

member of the  execu tive  committee of the  Muskogee c h a p t e r . L a t e r  a 

b u i ld in g  was secured, and the canteen  became a model f o r  o ther ch ap te rs  

in  the s t a t e .

Many l e t t e r s  poured in  from a l l  p a r t s  of the world express ing  

a p p re c ia t io n  f o r  the Muskogeean's work in  b e h a lf  of the s o ld ie r s .  The 

sentim ent of many of these  l e t t e r s  was expressed by S. W. Garlock when 

he wrote:

Among the many p le a s a n t  in c id e n ts  o f  the long journey wre are  
making, I  s h a l l  always remember the homelike h o s p i t a l i t y  o f  the 
l a d ie s  of the Red Cross a t  Muskogee. We met Red Cross people  aga in  
a t  B uffa lo  and on the p i e r  j u s t  b e fo re  we embarked, b u t  a t  n e i th e r  
p lace  d id  time or c ircum stances p e rm it  any such f r ie n d ly  v i s i t  as  
I  had w ith  you and Mrs. Enloe in  your car  a t  Muskogee.

Many o f our men and o f f i c e r s  s t i l l  speak of your h o sp i ta b le  c i t y  
w ith  words o f warmest adm ira tion  and I  am c e r t a in  i t  d id  us a l l  good 
to  come your way. We s h a l l  a l l  hope th a t  sometime we may be pe rm it ted  
to  p a ss  t h a t  way again .

^^Foreman, "The Lady from Oklahoma," 326.

^^Foreman, "Honorable A lice  M. R obertson ,"  16.
3<

L e t t e r  of American Red Cross, November 20, 1918, Robertson C o l. ,
Tulsa U.

L e t te r  from S. ¥ .  Garlock to  Miss A lice  Robertson, February 22, 
1918, Robertson C o l . ,  Tulsa  U.
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I t  was t h i s  kind of se rv ice  and devotion  to  doing good f o r  o th e rs ,  

t h a t  prompted G ran t Foreman to  vn:ite the  fo llow ing  words:^^

I  am w ell w ith in  the  knovm f a c t s  when I  say th a t  the re  i s  no 
o th e r  p e rso n  l iv in g  whose l i f e  has been so long and so c o n s i s te n t ly  
devoted to  p u b l ic  se rv ice  in  t h i s  s t a t e  or has so touched and in ­
f luenced  f o r  b e t te rm e n t  d i r e c t l y  and i n d i r e c t ly  the l iv e s  of o th e r s .  
Who can s e t  a l im i t  to  the e x te n t  to  which the p r e s e n t  h igh  s t a t e  of 
our commonwealth, of i t s  m a te r ia l  and s p i r i t u a l  w elfare  i s  indebted 
to  the p lodd ing , p a t i e n t ,  devo tion  of the T u llahassee  school teacher?

A f te r  the  war. Miss Robertson led  a com paratively  q u ie t  l i f e  man­

aging her farm and c a f e t e r i a ,  which b rought in  p r o f i t a b l e  r e tu r n s  and 

would have l e f t  her in  f in a n c ia l  s e c u r i ty  had i t  no t been f o r  the expenses 

of war s e r v ic e s .  Now she was in  her middle s i x t i e s ,  and s ince  a l l  her 

l i f e  had been crowded w ith  c o n f l i c t  and a d v e r s i t i e s ,  i t  would seem n a tu ra l  

t h a t  she would p r e f e r  s ec lu s io n  from the demands of p u b l ic  and p o l i t i c a l  

a c t i v i t i e s .  Such was no t ,  however, the p a th  she chose, f o r  a t  t h i s  time 

she en tered  upon the  most d i f f i c u l t  and treach e ro u s  adventures  o f  her 

e n t i r e  l i f e — t h a t  of a campaign f o r  the  co ngress iona l s e a t  from the 

second d i s t r i c t  of Oklahoma.

- ' 'G ran t Foreman, "Our Most D is tingu ished  C i t iz e n ,"  Muskogee 
Daily Phoenix, November 19, 1922.



CHAPTER VI 

CANDIDATE FOR CONGRESS

A lice  M. Robertson announced her candidacy f o r  the Republican 

nomination f o r  R ep resen ta t iv e  in  Congress from the Second Congressional 

D i s t r i c t  of Oklahoma June U, 1920.^ Her p r i n c ip l e s  were " C h r i s t i a n i ty ,  

Americanism and S ta n d p a t t ism ."^  Her s logan  was " I  cannot be bought; I  

cannot be so ld ;  I  cannot be in t im id a te d ."  Her p la tfo rm  c o n s is te d  of 

th ree  s ta tem en ts :  " I  am a C h r i s t i a n ;  I  am an American; I  am a Republi­

can ."^

The opponents took the announcement o f  the  l a d y 's  candidacy 

l i g h t l y .  They laugh ing ly  sa id  she had no o rg a n iz a t io n ,  she knew nothing 

about p o l i t i c s ,  and b e s id e s  she had o th e r  th in g s  to  do, be ing  p r o p r ie to r  

of a c a f e t e r i a  in  Muskogee, to  say no th ing  of a farm .^ P o l i t i c s  had a l -  

vrays been considered  a man's r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  and i t  was a lm ost unheard 

of t h a t  a woman would seek such a h igh  p lace  in  government.

^Muskogee Daily Phoenix , June U, 1920.
2

"A Woman Who Got I n to  Congress Through Want-Ads," The L i te r a r y  
D iges t , December U, 1920, p .  $6. H e re a f te r  c i t e d  as "A Woman Who Got 
in to  Congress."

^An ad v e r t isem en t appearing  in  many newspapers in  the  d i s t r i c t ,  
Robertson C o l . ,  T u lsa  U.

^"A Woman Who Got In to  C ongress ,"  $6.
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To add to  a l l  these  handicaps, the a s p i r a n t  was a s trong  a n t i ­

s u f f r a g i s t .  She had been a lead ing  opponent of the  n in e te e n th  amendment, 

which was r a t i f i e d  on August 26, 1920, in  time f o r  the  women to  c a s t  

t h e i r  vo te  in  the  p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t io n .  The cand ida te  sa id ,  " I  was a 

Republican in  a Democratic s t a t e ,  and b e s id e s  I  was an a n t i - s u f f r a g i s t .

I  was V ic e -p re s id e n t  of the  s t a t e  o rg a n iz a t io n  opposing su ffrag e  when 

the s t a t e  passed the b i l l  g iv ing  the  vo te  to  the  women.

She a t t r i b u t e d  her o p p o s it io n  to  woman su ffra g e  to  the f a c t  

th a t  she alvrays d id  a man's work, c a r r ie d  a man's burden and p a id  a 

man's b i l l s . ^  When her  Democratic opponent, W. W. H astings , a t ta ck e d  

her in  h i s  cançtaign speeches on her su ff rag e  s tan d , the f i r e y  Republican 

r e p l ie d  in  a f u l l  column "w ant-ad ,"  ex p la in in g  t h a t  she had taken  her  

p o s i t io n  because i t  would be b u t  ano ther duty p laced  vçion the a lread y  

overburdened homemaker and mother. But s ince  the  men had in s i s t e d  upon

^The Morning Oregonian, June 17, 1922. I n  the l i g h t e s t  vo tin g  
in  the s t a t e ' s  h i s to r y .  L e g is la t iv e  Referendum number 33 (woman su ffrag e  
amendment) was subm itted to  the  people  on November 1918. I t  a t t r a c t e d  
more a t t e n t i o n  in  the e l e c t io n  than  the  race  f o r  apy o f f i c e .  I t  was 
s t ro n g ly  opposed by the war time governor R. L. W illiam s, b u t  due to  
the war work of the women of the s t a t e ,  he agreed n o t  to  take the stump 
a g a in s t  i t .  The measure c a r r i e d  106,909 to  8 l ,U 8 l w ith  overwhelming 
support from the c i t i e s  and o p p o s it io n  from the r u r a l  a r e a s .  J .  B. A. 
Robertson was e le c te d  governor by d e fe a t in g  Republican cand ida te  Horace 
G. McKeever 10^,132 to  82,669. P a t  Nagle, S o c i a l i s t ,  rece ived  7,L38, 
l e s s  than  one-seven th  of h i s  vote  f o r  the United S ta te s  Senate in  191^. 
With the  S o c i a l i s t  p a r ty  r e le g a te d  to  a lm ost o b s c u r i ty ,  the r e tu r n s  
showed the r e l a t i v e  s t r e n g th  of the  p a r t i e s  to  be a lm ost what i t  had 
been in  1907. Robertson l o s t  about the  same c o u n tie s  as H ask e ll .  The 
Republicans gained f i v e  s e a t s  in  the  Senate  and th re e  in  the House.
Robert L. Oifen, making h i s  l a s t  caitçtaign b e fo re  r e t i r i n g  in  1921;, won 
h an d ily .  Oklahoma, The S ta te  E le c t io n  Board, D ire c to ry  of the S ta te  
of Oklahoma, 1957, compiled by Leo W inters  (G u th r ie ,  19577, 92, i f è .  
H e rea f te r  c i t e d  as  Oklahoma, D ire c to ry .

^"A Woman Who Got I n to  C ongress ,"  56.
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giv ing  women the v o te ,  she was ready to  assume her p a r t  of the burden of 

the s t a t e .  She a lso  wanted to  see i f  the men r e a l l y  meant what they
n

sa id  about g ran ting  e q u a l i ty ,  and added, " I  d id  n o t  favor the n in e teen th  

amendment, b u t  now I  pray  t h a t  I  may l iv e  to  see i t  f u l l y  c a r r i e d  out in  

my n a t iv e  s t a t e  and to t h i s  cause I  pledge myself w ith  a l l  e a rn e s tn e ss
Ü

and s i n c e r i t y . "  Commenting f u r t h e r ,  she s a id ,  "The only reason  f o r  

women in  p o l i t i c s  i s  to  make c lea n  government, to  t e l l  the t r u t h  and do 

j u s t i c e  to  a l l ,  and to  r e f r a i n  from b i t t e r n e s s  a f t e r  the example of the
9

G rea t Exemplar, who 'when he was r e v i l e d ,  r e v i le d  them no t.*"

A lice  Robertson rece iv ed  encouragement to  run fo r  Congress from 

many prom inent men in  p o l i t i c s ,  b u t  A. D. Cochran, an a t to rn e y  from 

Okmulgee, had more to  do w ith  making up her mind tiian any o th e r  person .

In  t e l l i n g  how a man came to  he r  and asked her  to  run f o r  o f f ic e  she 

s a id ,  " I f  a man had come to  me w ith  such perseverance , t a c t ,  diplomacy, 

and p a t ie n c e  and asked me to  be h is  w ife , I  should n o t  now be an old 

maid.

I t  came as no s u rp r i s e  t h a t  Miss Robertson should e n te r  the f i e l d  

of p o l i t i c s  in  such an au sp ic io u s  manner, d e sp i te  her advanced age of 

s i x t y - s i x  and her o p p o s it io n  to  woman su f f ra g e ,  when one co n sid e rs  her

^Muskogee Daily Phoenix, September 28, 1920.

8"A Woman Who Got I n to  Congress,"  36; Muskogee Times-Democrat, 
December 26, 1920.

9"A Woman Who Got I n to  Congress,"  38.

^ ^ e t t e r  from A. D. Cochran to  A lice  Robertson, March 12, 1928, 
Robertson C o l . ,  Tulsa U.

^^U nclass if ied  newspaper c l ip p in g  in  Oklahoma H i s to r i c a l  A rchives.
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p a s t  connections w ith  p o l i t i c a l  problems and her acquain tance  w ith  promi­

nen t men in  government. P u l l in g  p o l i t i c a l  " s t r in g s "  to  o b ta in  a ss is tan c e  

in  In d ian  educa tion , securing  her appointment as School Superv iso r and 

Postm aster , and serv ing  as r e p o r te r  and stenographer in  d ea ling  w ith  the 

Cherokees concerning the O u tle t  were only s tep s  in  her p o l i t i c a l  t r a in in g .  

She was a woman of g re a t  p a t r io t i s m ,  as was shovm by her p a r t  in  the 

Spanish-American War and World War I ,  and was always in te r e s t e d  in  the 

a f f a i r s  of the  s t a t e .

To f u r th e r  s t im u la te  her i n t e r e s t  in  p o l i t i c s ,  the re  were many 

names on b o th  s id e s  of the fam ily  t r e e  who had been prom inent in  govern­

mental a f f a i r s .  Senator Zachery Chandler of Michigan was a cousin  of 

her mother. Senator Chandler*s daugh ter ,  Mary, married U. S. Senator 

Eugene Hale of Maine, who was h im self  a d i s t a n t  cousin  of the W orcesters. 

The son of Eugene Hale, Fred, was a U. S. Senator from Maine a t  the same 

time A lice  Robertson was re p re se n t in g  Oklahoma in  the House. Another 

r e l a t i v e ,  Dean C. Worcester was U. S. Commissioner to  the P h i l ip p in e s ,
1 p

I 899- I 90I ;  and her f a t h e r ' s  youngest s i s t e r ,  J u l i a ,  m arried Frank 

P ie rp o n t ,  f i r s t  governor of West V irg in ia  when i t  was designa ted  as a sep- 

a r a te  s t a t e  from V irg in ia  during the C iv i l  War.

Miss Robertson c a r r ie d  on a most unusual campaign, very  d i f f e r e n t  

from the customary manner o f " v o te - g e t t in g ."  A magazine a r t i c l e  exp lained  

her e l e c t io n  by saying: "How do you suppose Miss Robertson reached the

Congress of the United S ta te s?  She CCOiED her way th e re .  S t a r t l i n g  b u t

l^Who*5 Who in  America, 1920-21, X, 3022.

^D ic tio n a ry  o f  .American Biography, XIV, 38L-83.
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true."'^^' In  a d v e r t i s in g  her Sawokla C a f e te r ia  in  the "want-ad" s e c t io n  

of the  d a i ly  p a p e rs ,  she included reasons  f o r  her e l e c t i o n  to  Congress, 

to g e th e r  w ith  her philosophy  of l i f e  on a lm ost every in t e r e s t i n g  s u b je c t .  

Her adver tisem en ts  became the most p o p u la r  p a r t  of the  p ap er ,  and re a d e rs  

turned to  t h a t  column f i r s t  to  see what she had to  say.
15

In  e x p la in in g  th i s  method of campaigning, she s a id .

Believe me, the re  i s  no a d v e r t i s i n g  medium so e f f e c t iv e  or which 
produces such wonderful r e s u l t s  as  the  c l a s s i f i e d  ads. You know I  
opera ted  a cafe  in  Muskogee. One day I  announced my in te n t io n  of 
p la c in g  a l i t t l e  ad in  the  c l a s s i f i e d  s e c t io n  of a d a i ly  newspaper.

f r i e n d s  to ld  me I  was c razy ; no body would see i t  b u r ie d  among the 
w ant-ads. But I  went ahead and a d v e r t i s e d .  I  continued to  keep the 
ad in  the same p la ce  every day. The r e s u l t s  were amazing. Everyone 
go t to  know Miss A l i c e ' s  C a f e te r i a .

Since n e i th e r  paper in  Muskogee supported  her candidacy, she had

to  use a d v e r t i s in g  space purchased f o r  the c a f e t e r i a .  As a r e s u l t ,  f a r

more people came to  e a t  her food and s i t  around and t a lk  p o l i t i c s  w ith

the p r o p r i e to r .  She would move about from ta b le  to  ta b le  among the cus-

17tomers and t a l k  to  them p e rs o n a l ly  about her campaign. She understood 

the problems o f the In d ia n s ,  housewives, businessmen, and fa rm ers .  Speak­

ing of having in te rv iew s  w ith  the fa rm ers  of the a re a ,  who con tinued  to

face  l i f e  w ith  courage, she s a id  she f e l t  b e t t e r  because she was l ik e
1 4

them, always an o p t im is t .

^^"Alice Robertson and American Womanhood," Miss Columbia, May, 
1912 , I ,  Mo. 12, p .  9.

^^The Washington Times, January  15, 1921.

^^Grant Foreman, "The Lady from Oklahoma," The Independent,
March 26, 1921, CV, 326.

^^U nclass if ied  newspaper c l ip p in g  in  Oklahoma H i s to r i c a l  A rch ives .

^^Muskogee Times-Democrat, n . d . ,  Robertson C o l . , Okla. H is t .  Soc.
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Some of her opponents, f e e l in g  the power of the w ant-ads, spread

19the  rumor t h a t  she had h ire d  a p re s s  agen t to  w r i te  them. She responded.

Some have asked me who wrote these  ad s .  They have even h in ted  
t h a t  I  had a p r e s s - a g e n t  in  some d i s t a n t  town who go t them vçi. But 
I  leave i t  to  the re a d e rs  i f  they sound as  i f  they  were d i c t a t e d  or 
the rubber-stançi v a r i e t y .  I 'm  n o t  any one b u t  home fo lk s ,  and I  
want to  go to  congress , f i r s t ,  because a l o t  of men moved t h a t  I  go, 
and then  because a l o t  of women seconded them. Some say I  w o n 't  g e t  
th e re ,  b u t  I 'm  w ell  p le a se d  w ith  the ou tlook . More a re  crowding my 
homely old  bandwagon every day.

An example of these  want-ads i s  one which appeared on August 2,

1920:20

SAWOKLA CAFETERIA

Fourth  S t r e e t ,  J u s t  North of Broadway 
S e l f - s e r v i c e —no t i p s

Gone to  make a speech, b u t  the  e a t s  have n o t  been n eg lec ted .

The casu a ln ess  of t h i s  appeal to  the v o te r s  in d ic a ted  t h a t  she

d id  no t e n te r  the  prim ary w ith  g re a t  enthusiasm  and hope. Her b u s in e s s

came f i r s t ,  and casçsaigning was only in c id e n ta l .  Some th ings  sa id  in

21her want-ads were o f te n  f a r  removed from p o l i t i c s ,  such as  t h i s  one;

There i s  no ra c e - s u ic id e  in  t h i s  d i s t r i c t .  No g re a te r  joy has 
come to  me through a l l  the happy days of the canpaign than to  f e e l  
in  ray time-worn hand the s o f t  hands of l i t t l e  ones who smile a t  me 
because t h e i r  mothers or f a th e r s  had gone to  school to  me.

There was one day during  the  week when the  want-ads were n o t  

pub lish ed  and t h a t  was Sunday. Miss Robertson s a i d , 22

^^"A Woman Who Got In to  C ongress ,"  $8.
20

Muskogee D aily Phoenix, n . d . ,  Robertson C o l . ,  Tulsa  U.

2^»A Woman Who Got In to  Congress,"  $8.

^ ^ ib id .
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The Sabbath was f o r  man f o r  r e s t ,  and f o r  time to  keep burning in  
our sou ls  the pure flames of f a i t h  and t r u s t ,  and then we should g e t  
b e t t e r  acquain ted  w ith  our f a m i l ie s  and a t te n d  our chosen p lace  of 
worship.

The prim ary was held  August 3, 1920, and the r e s u l t s  were s t a r t l ­

ing , even to  A lice  R obertson, who p o l le d  alm ost as .many vo tes  as the

23combined t o t a l  of her Republican opponents—3,032 to  3,222. She had 

done so much f o r  the people  of her d i s t r i c t ,  e s p e c ia l ly  fo r  the boys in  

uniform during the war, t h a t  they remembered her when they went to  v o te .

A fte r  be ing  nominated w ith  such overwhelming la n d s l id e ,  the newly- 

chosen candidate  plunged in to  the  campaign f o r  e le c t io n  w ith  renewed 

f a i t h  and energy. On September l6 ,  1920, a t  her Sawokla home, she gave 

a barbecue which was a tten d ed  by sev e ra l  hundred people , some of whom 

were Democrats. There was food of a l l  k inds , music and en te r ta in m en t,  

inc lud ing  an a i rp la n e  s tu n t .  When a p lane  k ep t  zooming low over the 

crowd, some of them thought i t  was a p ra n k s te r  in t e r f e r in g  w ith  the meet­

ing, u n t i l  they saw a la rge  s ign  on the  s ide  of the p lane  which read ,

"Vote f o r  Miss A l ic e ."

The nominee made a speech in  b e h a lf  of her candidacy, b u t  avoided 

any re fe ren ce  to  the o p p o s it io n  p a r ty  or to  c o n t ro v e r s ia l  i s s u e s ,  making 

i t  p l a i n  th a t  she was no t bound by any commitments or p ledges  and t h a t  i f  

e le c te d  would work fo r  the good of a l l .  The address  contained p la n s  f o r  

the wounded and d is a b le d  v e te ra n s  which would include a h o s p i ta l  fo r  the 

s t a t e ,  and in  conclus ion , she urged everyone to  vote according to  h is  

b e s t  judgment even i f  i t  meant c a s t in g  the b a l l o t  f o r  the opponent. Other

23
Oklahoma, D irec to ry  (1957), 91; Muskogee Daily Phoenix,

August 15, 1920 .
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Republicans made speeches, b u t  they were no t as generous as  the f i r s t  

speaker. They a t ta ck e d  the o p p o s it io n  p a r ty ,  i t s  p la tfo rm , and e s p e c ia l ly  

P re s id e n t  Wilson and the League.

A f te r  the  c e le b r a t io n ,  Howard Keaton, chairman of the  Republican 

p a r ty  of Okmulgee County and a s trong  supporte r  of h is  p a r t y ' s  choice , 

took her in  h i s  p r iv a te  a i rp la n e  to  Okmulgee to  make a speech. This was 

her f i r s t  a i rp la n e  r id e  and i t  must have been an e x c i t in g  experience f o r  

a woman of her age.

Following her nom ination, the p a r ty  hopeful made g r e a te r  use of 

the  want-ads in  the d a i ly  p a p e rs .  In  one of them she gave a d e ta i l e d  

account of her cairpaign expenses during  the primary'’. The t o t a l  amount 

was $303 . ?U, o f  which $2149.50 had been spen t on newspaper a d v e r t i s in g  in  

the d i s t r i c t .  The rem ainder was spen t f o r  food, s o f t - d r in k s ,  g a so l in e ,  

and r a i l r o a d  f a r e .  She reminded her supporte rs  t h a t  more f i n a n c i a l  

a s s i s ta n c e  would be necessary  to  ca r ry  on the campaign and c a l l e d  upon
25

f r i e n d s  to  continue to  p a t ro n iz e  her  c a f e t e r i a ,  Mrs. Carolyn Foreman

r e l a t e d  t h a t  c lose  acq u a in tan ces ,  inc lud ing  h e r s e l f ,  went on campaign
26

t r i p s  and made speeches f o r  the  p a r t y ' s  nominee.

The Democratic opponent of the Republican candidate  was the in ­

cumbent, W. W. H astings  of Tahlequah in  Cherokee County. H astings  was 

e le c te d  to  h i s  f i r s t  term as  congressman in  19lU and had served th ree  

consecutive  terms. He was a prom inent Cherokee who had rendered  no tab le

^^ I b i d . , September I6 , 1920.
25̂I b i d . , August 7, 1920.
26In te rv iew  w ith  Mrs. Carolyn Foreman, September 20, 1956.
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serv ice  to  h i s  peo p le .  A f te r  a t te n d in g  the Cherokee p u b l ic  schools  and

the Cherokee N ational Male Seminary of Tahlequah, he en te red  V a n d erb i l t

U n iv e rs i ty ,  where he rece iv ed  h i s  law degree . During the  y e a r s  1891-1895,

he served a s  A tto rney  General of the  Cherokee N ation , and from 1907-1911,

as N ational A tto rney  f o r  the t r i b e .  The Democratic P a r ty  chose him as

i t s  d e le g a te - a t - l a r g e  to  the  N ational Convention in  1912. He was made

chairman of the fif ty-m em ber committee to  d r a f t  a c o n s t i t u t i o n  fo r  the
27proposed s t a t e  of Sequoyah in  1905.

Miss Robertson acknowledged her o p p o s it io n  as the  s t ro n g e s t  Demo­

c r a t i c  candidate  in  the s t a t e ,  b u t  she b e l ie v e d  she could d e f e a t  him be­

cause of 1) the s p l i t  in  the  Democratic P a r ty ;  2) the p a r ty  lo y a l ty  of 

the Republicans; 3) the la rg e  f i r s t  vo tin g  of women; ii) the vo te  of 

s o ld ie r s  and s a i l o r s  w ith  t h e i r  f a m i l ie s ;  5) the vote o f  the  In d ia n s ;

6) the s i l e n t  vo te  of the  Democrats; 7) the vo te  of la b o r  and S o c i a l i s t s ,  

though she made no b id  f o r  the S o c i a l i s t  v o te ;  and 6) the  la rg e  farm

Regardless  o f  the power and p r e s t ig e  of her opponent, she sub­

m itted  her own c laim  to  fame. R efe r r in g  to  H astings  as "Big B ro th e r ,"

S n 6  S 3 . ld ^

Who p u t  Muskogee on the map, no t only in  Oklahoma and the U nited  
S ta te s ,  b u t  wherever in  the world the U nited  S ta te s  fo rc e s  have gone? 
The women of the  Muskogee Red Cross d id  i t ,  and a Muskogeean up in

27Lyle H. Boren and Dale Boren, Who I s  Who In  Oklahoma (G u th r ie ,  
1935)j 210; McReynolds, Oklahoma, 3lL; Dale and W ardell, H is to ry  of 
Oklahoma, 305.

28L e t te r  from A lice  Robertson to  Simeon D. Fess, August 3, 1920, 
Robertson C o l . ,  Tulsa  U.

29Muskogee Times-Democrat, October 23, 1920.
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Washington w i l l  n o t  f a i l  of r e c o g n i t io n .  Have I  ever f a i l e d  in  any- 
undertak ing? The work done in  the Muskogee P o s to f f ic e  i s  of i t s e l f  
a s u f f i c i e n t  answer.

W riting  to  Simeon D. Fess of Ohio, Chairman of the Congressional 

Committee of the Republican P a r ty ,  the p a r ty  choice asked f o r  f i n a n c i a l  

a id  f o r  her campaign, and req u es ted  t h a t  $2,000.00 be s e n t  and a cançiaign 

manager be named. She sa id ,  " I  have never ceded my n a t iv e  s t a t e  to  the 

so l id  sou th—a t  l a s t  has come the chance fo r  a c h a n g e . I t  has never 

been revealed  whether or no t she ob ta ined  the he lp .

The R epublicans , sensing the cpiportunity of tak ing  the r e in s  of

government from the  Democrats, en te red  the campaigns over the country

w ith  hopefu lness  and enthusiasm . C onfident t h a t  the co n g re ss io n a l

e le c t io n s  of 191o po rtended  v ic to r y  in  1920, the p a r ty  convened in

Chicago, June 8, and proceeded to  nominate a  cand idate  f o r  the P residency .

There was a l i s t  of w ell knowrn can d id a te s  from which to  choose: General

Leonard Wood, Frank 0. Lowden, Sena to r Hiram Jolinson, H e rb e r t  Hoover,

C alv in  Coolidge and Warren G. Harding, the l a s t  two being the l e a s t  known

among the ranli and f i l e  v o te r s  of the n a t io n .  On the te n th  b a l l o t  Harding
32was nominated, and C alv in  Coolidge was chosen as  h is  running mate.

- '^L ette r  from A lice  Robertson to  Simeon D. F ess , August 23, 1920, 
Robertson C o l . ,  T u lsa  U.

On October 2k, 1918, Wilson appealed to  the American people  fo r  
a vote  of confidence in  which he s a id ;  " I f  you have approved of iqy 
le ad e rsh ip  and w ish me to  con tinue  to  be your unembarrassed spokesman in 
a f f a i r s  a t  home and abroad, I  beg t h a t  you w i l l  express  y o u rse lv es  unmis­
takab ly  to  t h a t  e f f e c t  by re tu rn in g  a Democratic m a jo r i ty  in  b o th  the Sen­
a te  and the  House of R e p re s e n ta t iv e s ."  Two weeks l a t e r  the v o te r s  went 
to  the p o l l s  and chose a m a jo r i ty  of Republicans to  b o th  houses of 
Congress. Harvey Wish, Contemporary America, The N a tiona l Scene Since 
1900 (New York, 19hS) , 2B1

" ^ I b i d . ,  267.
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There was one major c o n s id e ra t io n  in  the  p la tfo rm  of the Republi­

can P a r ty — the re p u d ia t io n  of Woodrow Wilson. Henry Cabot Lodge, keynote 

speaker f o r  the convention, s a id ,  "T'lr. Wilson and h is  dynasty , h is  h e i r s  

and a s s ig n s ,  or anyone th a t  i s  h i s ,  anyone who w ith  b e n t  knee has served 

h is  pu rposes , must be d r iv e n  from c o n t ro l ,  from a l l  in f luence  upon the 

government of the United S t a t e s . "  The p la tfo rm  c a l l e d  a t t e n t io n  to  the 

"unexcusable f a i l u r e  to  make tim ely p re p a ra t io n "  f o r  the war. In  add i­

t io n ,  according  to  the p la tfo rm , "The ou ts tand ing  f e a tu r e s  of the Demo­

c r a t i c  A d m in is tra t io n  have been coup l e t e  unpreparedness fo r  war and 

conp le te  unpreparedness f o r  p e a c e . " - 3 3

In  the m atte r  of can d id a te s  and is su e s  the Democrats were con­

s id e ra b ly  l e s s  fo r tu n a te  than  the Republicans. P r e s id e n t  Wilson had n o t  

encouraged the r i s e  of s trong  le a d e rs ,  and the unpopular reco rd  and p l a t ­

form of the a d m in is t ra t io n  was too g re a t  a hurdle  fo r  any cand idate  to  

overcome. Though i l l ,  the re  was reason  to  th in k  he d e s ired  the nomina­

t io n  f o r  h im se lf .  He d ec la red :  " I  do n o t  accep t  the a c t io n  of the

Senate of the United S ta te s  as  the  d e c is io n  of the n a t io n .  I  have a s ­

s e r te d  from the f i r s t  t h a t  the  overwhelming m a jo r i ty  of the people of 

t h i s  coun try  d e s i r e  the r a t i f i c a t i o n  of the t r e a t y . "  He then chose to  

make the  coming campaign "a g re a t  and solemn referendum" on the  is su e .

The Democratic p la tfo rm  p ra is e d  Wilson and the League and con­

demned the  Republicans f o r  n o t  r a t i f y i n g  the t r e a ty  and blamed them 

f o r  d e lay  in  the r e tu r n  of p r o s p e r i ty  a f t e r  the war. They chose the

33Ralph V. Harlow, The Growth of the United S t a t e s , The Expan­
s ion  of the  Nation 1865-1950 (New York, 1951)> L ?l.

^ ^ I b id . ,  U72.
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p r a c t i c a l l y  unknovm James M. Cox of Ohio as t h e i r  p a r ty  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e .

His running mate was the young A s s i s ta n t  S ec re ta ry  of the Wavy, F ran k lin  

D. R oosevelt. A.S fo r  the v o te r s ,  they  could n o t  be expected to  r a l l y  too 

s tro n g ly  behind an unknown candida te  and a dead is su e .

In  the e l e c t io n ,  Harding received  a p l u r a l i t y  of alm ost 7,000,000 

popu la r  v o te s  and had IiOU e l e c t o r a l  v o te s  to  127 f o r  Cox. In  a d d i t io n  

the Republicans gained a m a jo r i ty  of 16^ in  the House and 21; in  the Senate. 

There are  man}' reasons f o r  such an overwhelming la n d s l id e .  I t  i s  e v id en t  

th a t  the Republican o rg a n iz a t io n  was b e t t e r  managed and was more success­

f u l  in  g e t t in g  i t s  message over to  the  p eo p le .  Furthermore the Republi­

cans spen t over $8,100,000 while the Democrats spent l e s s  than one- 

fo u r th  t h a t  amount.

The most s ig n i f i c a n t  f e a tu re  of the p o l i t i c a l  la n d s l id e  of 1920 

was a profound and a c t iv e  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  among the la rge  number of te n ­

a n t  farm ers and working p o p u la t io n  of the  s t a t e ,  and i t  was ap paren t th a t  

the Democratic P a r ty  was lo s in g  support  in  Oklahoma as well as  in  the 

r e s t  of the n a t io n .  This e l e c t io n  a lm ost ended in  d i s a s t e r  fo r  the Demo­

c r a t i c  P a rty  n a t io n a l ly  and s e r io u s ly  th rea tened  i t s  ascendency in  Okla­

homa. In  the s t a t e ,  the " g re a t  and solemn referendum" fo r  which P r e s i ­

d en t Wilson fough t,  became the occasion to  express  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w ith  

co n d it io n s  a t  home. The v o te r  used the b a l l o t  to  show h is  annoyance a t  

such concrete  problems as unemployment, low wages, h igh  p r i c e s ,  labor 

v io lence  and the  ab ru p t  end o f the war boom. The d is a s t ro u s  b reak  in

3$
I b i d . , U73. In  Oklahoma, Harding won the e l e c t o r a l  vo te  by 

2^3,831 to  217,753 fo r  Cox. Eugene Debs, S o c i a l i s t  go t 25,726 v o te s .  
Oklahoma, D irec to ry  (1957), 89.
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wheat and o i l  markets had a d i r e c t  e f f e c t  upon the e l e c t io n  in  the s t a t e .

A s p e c ia l  e l e c t io n  in  the  f i f t h  con g ress io n a l d i s t r i c t  in  Novem­

b e r ,  1919, to  f i l l  the  unexpired term of Joe B. Thompson, who had d ied ,  

was p ro p h e t ic  of the d i s a s t e r  t h a t  would h i t  the Democratic P a r ty  the 

fo llow ing  y e a r .  Republican, J .  W. H arre ld , was e l e c te d  in  t h i s  s t ro n g ly  

Democratic d i s t r i c t ,  d e fe a t in g  Claude Weaver 11,782 to  11,07L v o te s .

Another s e r io u s  handicap to  the fo r tu n e s  of the  Democratic P a r ty  

in  the e l e c t io n  of 1929 was the d iv i s io n  of i t s  members in to  the  Wilson 

and an ti-W ilson  groi.ç)s. Sena tor Gore, who was head of the an ti-W ilso n  

f a c t io n ,  was running f o r  r e - e l e c t i o n .  Prominent on the  o th e r  s ide  of the 

issue  and s t ro n g ly  opposed to  Gore were Governor Robertson and s e n io r  

Senator Owen. I t  was e v id en t  t h a t  the Robertson-Owen f a c t i o n  was backed 

by a m a jo rity  of the p a r ty  members. Thus the  dominant mood a t  the  s t a t e  

convention was anger a t  the ju n io r  S ena to r .  Gore had opposed en trance  

in to  the war, had sharp ly  c r i t i c i z e d  W ilson 's  war and peace program, and 

had helped d e fe a t  the League of N ations. In  a s t ro n g ly  worded r e s o lu t io n  

a g a in s t  Gore, the p a r ty  proclaimed th a t  "w ith  b lu sh  of shame and the 

lament of sorrow i t  d e p lo re s  the a c t io n  of i t s  o th e r  s e n a to r ."  Looking 

f o r  a s trong  cand ida te  to  oppose h i s  re -nom ina tion , the  p a r ty  endorsed 

Congressman S c o t t  F e r r i s  of the s i x th  d i s t r i c t ,  who had been Congressman 

since  s ta tehood , r e p re se n t in g  the  s t a t e  from the f i f t h  d i s t r i c t  u n t i l  

191b and from the s i x th  from 191^ to  1920.^^

Oklahoma, D irec to ry  (195? )j 92; James Ralph S c a le s ,  " P o l i t i c a l  
H is to ry  of Oklahoma, I9'07-I9u9" (Unpublished M aster’ s t h e s i s .  Department 
of H is to ry ,  U n iv e rs i ty  of Oklahoma, 19h9), 220. H e re a f te r  c i t e d  as  
S c a le s ,  " P o l i t i c a l  H is to ry ."

Oklahoma, D irec to ry  (1957), 93, 97, 101, 107, 109, l i b .  Between
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F e r r i s  was a hardworking, hand-shaking , b a ck -s lap p in g ,  James 

F a r le y  type of campaigner. He vehemently lashed  ou t a t  the  weaknesses 

of h i s  opponent. Gore was an ab le  th in k e r  and b r i l l i a n t  speaker. He 

gained the  sympathy of the audience because of h i s  b l in d n e s s ,  melodious 

v o ic e ,  and knowledge of p u b l ic  a f f a i r s .  The major is su e  between Gore 

and F e r r i s  was lo y a l ty  to  Wilson. In  few e l e c t io n s  have the  rank  and 

f i l e  v o te r s  taken  s id e s  so s t ro n g ly .  The t r a g i c  s e n a to r i a l  f i g h t  l e f t  

the p a r ty  to r n  to  shreds  and i l l - p r e p a r e d  to  meet the o p p o s it io n  in  the  

g en era l  e l e c t i o n .  So g re a t  was the  o p p o s i t io n  to  the  an ti-W ilso n  s tand  

of Gore t h a t  he was d e fea ted  in  h i s  b id  f o r  renom ina tion .

In  the  genera l e l e c t i o n  in  November, w ith  s tro n g  support  from 

the  S o c i a l i s t s ,  opponents of the war, and a n ti-W ilso n  Democrats a s  w ell 

a s  s tro n g  su p p o rt  from h i s  p a r ty ,  J .  W. H arre ld  d e fea ted  F e r r i s  by a l ­

most 30,000 v o te s  (2h7,719 to  217,783), and became the  f i r s t  R epublican
39U. S. S ena to r  from Oklahoma.

One Senator (H arre ld ) and f iv e  of e ig h t  members of the U. S. 

House of R e p re se n ta t iv e s  were e le c te d  by the Republicans—Thomas A. 

Chandler, V in i ta ;  Joseph C. P r ingey , Chandler; A lice  Robertson, Musko­

gee; L. M. Gensman, Lawton; Manuel H e rr ic k ,  P e r ry .  Three of the  in ­

cumbent Democratic Congressmen l o s t  t h e i r  p la c e s  by narrow m argins.

the  e l e c t i o n s  of 1912 and 191i), the  s t a t e  was r e d i s t r i c t e d  because the 
in c re ase  in  p o p u la t io n  r a i s e d  the  number of members of the  House of 
R e p re se n ta t iv e s  from f iv e  to  e ig h t .

^8S c a le s ,  " P o l i t i c a l  H is to ry ,"  212; W alter M. H a rr iso n ,  Jfe and 
My Big Mouth ( Oklahoma C ity ,  19^k)» 81-82.

'^Oklahoma, D ire c to ry  (1957), 89.
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H astings  l o s t  to  Robertson by 228 v o te s ;  Tom D. McKeown of the fo u r th  

d i s t r i c t  to  J .  C. Pringey  by 1,626 v o te s  and Elmer Thomas to  L, M. Gens­

man by 772 v o t e s . I n  Miss R ober tson 's  success fu l b id ,  she l o s t  her 

home county of Muskogee by 6,523 to  5,102 to  H astings , while she won h is  

home county of Cherokee 2 ,L l7  to  2,018. She ivas ab le  to  p i l e  up a s iz e ­

ab le  margin in  Okmulgee County—5,177 to  I|,718— to help p u t  her over.^^

A f a r c i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  developed in  the e ig h th  Congressional d i s ­

t r i c t  in  the e l e c t i o n  of Manuel H errick  of P e rry .  The v e te ran  Dick 

Morgan, who had served as member of the House s ince 1908, had d ied  sh o r t ly  

b e fo re  the  prim ary. The Republicans were counting so h eav ily  on him th a t  

no member of the  p a r ty  f i l e d  as an opponent. H errick , who had received  

j u s t  f i f t y - s i x  v o te s  in  1918, when he ran  as  an Independent, was c e r t i ­

f i e d  as the unopposed nominee. The outraged Republicans were fo rced  to  

accep t h i s  candidacy. Since no Democrat could win in  the e ig h th  d i s t r i c t  

in  1920, H errick  was swept in to  the n a t i o n 's  c a p i t a l  by the Republican 

la n d s l id e — 31,337 to  23,218 f o r  Zack H a r r is ,  h is  Democratic opponent, and 

3,28.8 fo r  H. C. G e is t ,  S o c i a l i s t .  He had been a laughing s to ck , so poorly  

regarded  by h is  p a r ty  t h a t  he had run a poor f i f t h  on August 3, 1920, fo r  

Morgan's b r i e f  unexpired term .^^

^ ^ Ib id .

Muskogee D aily  Phoenix, November 3-8 , 1920; Rex F. Harlow and 
V ic to r  E. Harlow (conp . ) ,  Makers of Government in  Oklahoma (Oklahoma C ity , 
1930), 8 l ,  8 l5 , 600. Because the  S o c i a l i s t  P a r ty  had disbanded during 
the war and had been  b i t t e r  enemies of the p a r ty  in  power, i t s  members, 
in  complete o p p o s i t io n  to  t h e i r  p la tfo rm , very  s tro n g ly  supported the 
a rch  co nserva tive  Republicans in  the e le c t io n s  of 1920.

^ Oklahoma, D irec to ry  (1957), 91, 98; S ca les ,  " P o l i t i c a l  
H is to ry ,"  215.
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Senator Gore could hard ly  conceal h is  s a t i s f a c t i o n  a t  the Republi-

) Qcan v i c t o r i e s .  He s a id ,^ -

I  heard a Democrat y e s te rd ay  give h is  reasons why the t i c k e t  su f­
fe re d  such an overwhelming d e fe a t  in  Oklahoma. He sa id  th a t  Harding,
H arre ld , Hayes, H a r r is ,  H errick  and H  formed a combination th a t
s in g ly  could n o t  be b ea ten . . . . The country d id  no t go Republican.
I t  simply stayed American. . . . Senator Harding and I  are  warm 
p e rso n a l  f r i e n d s .

Surveying the w orst d e fe a t  of the Democrats s ince the C iv i l  War, 

the Oklahoman expressed the co n v ic t io n  th a t  the  p a r ty  was no t f in i s h e d .

I t  r e c a l l e d  the l8U0 prophecy of the  Whig p a r t i s a n ,  Sargean t P r e n t ic e ,  in  

which he sa id ,  "Thanlv God, the Democratic P a r ty  i s  dead a t  l a s t , "  and 

took comfort from h is to r y .

W riting  in  h i s  Ada Mews a f t e r  the r e tu rn s  were in ,  S ta te  Senator 

Luther H arrison  blamed Governor Robertson, whose f req u e n t  use of the 

m i l i t i a  had i r r i t a t e d  many v o te r s .  Because of in d u s t r i a l  c o n f l i c t ,  

Robertson found i t  necessary  to  use h is  m i l i t a r y  power more than  a l l  h is  

p redecesso rs  combined, and befo re  the  f i r s t  year  of h i s  term had passed , 

he had spent more than $100,000.00 in  excess of a p p ro p r ia t io n s  f o r  the 

A dju tan t G enera l’ s o f f i c e .  His suppress ion  of the s t r i k e  a t  the t e l e ­

phone coïipany in  Drumright gained him a r e p u ta t io n  as an a n t i - l a b o r  

governor. H arrison  noted th a t  every county sub jec ted  to  m a r t ia l  law by 

the governor went Republican.

The Republicans, gain ing  the g r e a te s t  v ic to ry  in  Oklahoma history'-, 

e le c te d  fo u r  of nine j u s t i c e s  of the Supreme Court, one j u s t i c e  of the

^^Tulsa  Daily World, November $, 1920.

^^Dai ly  Oklahoman, November it, 1920.

^^S ca les ,  " P o l i t i c a l  H is to ry ,"  206; Ada News, November 5? 1920.
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Crim inal Court of Appeals, and one member of the C orporation  Commission. 

The Oklahoma House of R ep resen ta t iv es  was organized by the Republicans 

f o r  the f i r s t  and only time, due to  t h e i r  to  5? m a jo r i ty .  However, 

the Democrats re ta in e d  the advantage in  the Senate 2? to  17. The p a r t y ' s  

c o n tro l  of t h i s  body has never been u p se t .  One of the newcomers to  the 

House was Republican Bessie  McColgin of Rankin from Roger M ills  County.

The only woman ever to  s i t  in  the S ta te  Senate was a lso  chosen in  t h a t  

f i r s t  y e a r  of woman s u f f ra g e ,  w ith  the s e le c t io n  of Mrs. Lamar Looney, 

Democrat of H o l l is  who served e ig h t  y ea rs  from d i s t r i c t  fo u r .  Fewer than 

o n e -fo u rth  of the members of the House had served in  the p reced ing  ses ­

s ion , so g re a t  was the tu rnover .

The Republicans had p u t  on a s trong  campaign in  the s t a t e .  P a r ty  

members of n a t io n a l  prominence v i s i t e d  Oklahoma to  speak in  b e h a l f  of 

the t i c k e t .  Colonel Theodore R oosevelt,  J r . ,  v i s i t e d  the second d i s t r i c t  

and spoke a t  Okmulgee, September 8, 1920, in  svç)port of A lice  Robertson 

and the  r e s t  of the  n o m i n e e s . T h e n  on the n in th  of October, the Repub­

l ic a n  p r e s i d e n t i a l  c an d id a te ,  Warren G. Harding, a tten d ed  a la rg e  g a th e r­

ing a t  Oklahoma C ity  and spoke in  the i n t e r e s t  of the p a r ty .  The second 

C ongressional d i s t r i c t  nominee was p re s e n t  and a t tended  the re c e p t io n  

a f t e r  the  r a l l y .  This acquain tance  w ith  the Hardings was the beginning 

of a deep f r ie n d sh ip  which grew in to  s trong  adm ira tion  between thcm."*'^

k^Oklahoma, D irec to ry  (1957), 89, 90, lUO-Ul, 155-57.
) 7

Tulsa  Daily World, September 8, 1920; L e t t e r  from Harwood Keaton 
to  A lice  Robertson, September L, 1920, Robertson C o l. ,  Tulsa  U.

^^Alice Robertson, "Women in  the White House," Muskogee Daily 
Phoenix, October 20, 1929, Robertson C o l . ,  Tulsa U.
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Miss Robertson followed the p a r ty  l in e  on most is su e s  of the cam­

pa ig n ,  inc lud ing  the i l l - d e f i n e d  s tand  on the  League of N ations . Though 

making no p u b l ic  commitment r e l a t i v e  to  the League, she expressed in  her 

p r iv a te  in te rv iew s  her o p p o s i t io n  to  i t .  She sa id  she was f o r  an a s s o c i ­

a t io n  of n a t io n s  such as Harding advocated^^ b u t  concluded t h a t  i t  was a 

dead is su e  and th a t  she would never be in  fav o r  of a League which in ­

cluded " id o l  w orshippers  among i t s  members.

Her idea of P r e s id e n t  Wilson was harmonious w ith  the a t t a c k  which 

the Republican P a r ty  made a g a in s t  him:^^

In  mj'- judgment p r e s e n t  co n d it io n s  a l l  over the country  a re  d i r e c t  
r e s u l t  of s e c r e t  compact between Woodrow Wilson and the la b o r  unions. 
He a s p i r e s  to  p la c e  brawn above b r a in  and muscle above mind. I f  the 
country  i s  n o t  under h is  t re a ch e ry  plunged in to  c i v i l  war w i th in  the 
n ex t s ix  months, I  s h a l l  f e e l  God i s  indeed m e rc i fu l .  He i s  so 
drunken w ith  the arrogance  and c o n c e i t  o f  s e l f - g iv e n  power t h a t  s tep  
by s tep  he i s  going on to  the day of reckoning t h a t  must come.

Perhaps w ith  Miss J e a n n e t te  Ranltin-^ in  mind, the new Congress­

woman expressed  her f e e l in g  about America’ s e n try  in to  World War I  when 

she s a id ,  " I  would vote  f o r  war w ithou t a q u iv e r .  We should have e n te red

h.9"A Woman Who Got I n to  Congress,"  58. Such s ta tem en t probably  
meant t h a t  Miss Robertson was no t aware of the  problems of fo re ig n  a f ­
f a i r s  and knew very l i t t l e  about the League. Endorsing Harding’ s stand 
meant no th ing . The Republican p o l ic y  was couched in  an in p e n e trab le  
o b s c u r i ty  u n re l ie v ed  by the f lo u n d erin g  ex p lan a t io n s  of Harding. In  the 
course o f  the campaign, Harding approved of the Leagues w ith  r e s e r v a t io n s ,  
suggested the  s u b s t i t u t i o n  of a new one f o r  the e x is t in g  one, and de­
nounced any League. His m aste r ly  o b fu sca tio n  of the  is su e  was perhaps 
the most confusing and c o n tra d ic to ry  s ta tem en t p o s s ib le  f o r  any can d id a te .

^^Tulsa Daily World, November 7, 1920.

^ ^ L e t te r  from A lice  Robertson to  Grace Merriman, August 8, no 
y e a r ,  Robertson C o l. ,  Tulsa  U.

dpJean n e t te  Rankin of Montana was the  f i r s t  woman e le c te d  to
Conaress.
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53the World War sooner than  we d i d . ”

She had a decided op in ion  of Eugene Debs^^ and h is  a c t i v i t i e s .

In  a  l e t t e r  from her s i s t e r  Ann Augusta i t  s a id :  "You a re  p e r f e c t l y  r i g h t

in  your s tand  about Debs . . . how can any lo y a l  i^jtierican see i t  any o th e r  

way? I f  he could be deported to  s tay  out and save the coun try  expense

In  a want-ad on October 2, 1920, Miss Robertson gave her reasons  

f o r  being  a R epublican. She p r in te d  a l e t t e r  which her g ra n d fa th e r  had 

w r i t t e n  during  the  time he was in  the Georgia p e n i t e n t i a r y .  I t  desc r ib ed  

the a r r e s t  and t r i a l s  in  the  s t a t e  of Georgia and the case be ing  taken 

to  the  United  S ta te s  Supreme Court as W orcester v . Georgia. I t  to ld  of 

the c o u r t ’ s r u l i n g  in  fa v o r  of he r  g ran d fa th e r  and P re s id e n t  Andrew 

Jackson’ s r e fu s in g  to  en force  the  d e c is io n .  This caused in d ig n a t io n  

a g a in s t  the  P r e s id e n t ,  and s ince  Jackson was the  founder of the  Demo­

c r a t i c  P a r ty ,  i t  made the  W orcester fam ily  s taunch Republicans. She 

argued t h a t  the  League could n o t  work i f  the Democrats were in  power be -  

cause they could n o t  be t r u s t e d  to  enforce  i t s  d e c is io n s .

The e l e c t io n  of 1920 was a lm ost a c lean  sweep f o r  the  Republicans 

over the n a t io n ,  and A lice  Robertson was swept in  w ith  the  la n d s l id e .

^^The D aily  Oklahoman, November 6 , 1920.

^^Eugene V. Debs, S o c i a l i s t  Candidate in  1920, because of v i o l a ­
t io n  of S e d i t io n s  A ct of May 1918, was sen t  to  p r i s o n  from which he made 
h i s  p r e s i d e n t i a l  campaign. His cançiaign p i c tu r e s  showed him behind  b a rs  
w ith  p r i s o n  c lo th in g .  He rece iv e d  920,000 v o te s .  (Wish, Contemporary 
America, 288.)

L e t t e r  from Ann Augusta Moore to  A lice  Robertson, n . d . ,
Robertson C o l . ,  Tu lsa  U.

Muskogee D aily  Phoenix, October 2, 1920.
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The v ic to ry  came as  a su rp r is e  to  everyone who was aware of her campaign, 

even to  the Congresswoman h e r s e l f .  She sa id .

In  my own case , I  was induced to  e n te r  as a "p inch  h i t t e r . "  I  
was every th ing  t h a t  would seem to  make even nomination, much le s s  
an e l e c t io n ,  im possib le . . . .  I  won in  the prim ary ou t of a f i e l d  
of f iv e ,  b u t  r e a l l y  had no ex p ec ta t io n  of winning the  e l e c t io n .  I  
knew I  could no t carry  my orvn c i t y  or county—and I  d i d n ' t .  In  f a c t  
i t  was no t considered  necessary  to  make any a c t iv e  f i g h t  a g a in s t  me 
b u t  the in c re d ib le  happened and I  was counted in  . . .

Newspapers and magazines over the country began to  make the most 

of such an in t e r e s t i n g  s to ry .  Like her f r ie n d  "Teddy" R oosevelt she made 

good copy f o r  p u b l ic a t io n .  Her e le c t io n  was of p u b lic  i n t e r e s t  and even 

c u r io s i ty  f o r  sev e ra l  reasons . She was s ix ty - s ix  y ea rs  old and a sp in ­

s t e r ;  she had a c o lo r fu l  p io n ee r  background; she was an a n t i - s u f f r a g i s t  

e le c te d  to  p u b l ic  o f f i c e ;  she was a Republican e le c te d  from a s trong  

Democratic d i s t r i c t ;  and she was the only woman Congressman.^^

Oklahoma f o r  the f i r s t  time was in  the Republican column. Warren

G. H ard ing 's  27,000 vote  m a jo ri ty  over h is  Democratic opponent James Cox 

was due more to  lo c a l  is su e s  than n a t i o n a l . T h e  G ore -F e rr is  campaign

A lice  Robertson, "Miss A lice  R eca lls  Women in  United S ta te s  
Congress," Muskogee Daily Phoenix, May 19, 1929. The e l e c t io n  of 1920 
vras no t an in d ic a t io n  of the power of the p a r t i e s  or c an d id a te s .  The 
r e s u l t s  d id  no t mean the permanent s h i f t i n g  of p o l i t i c a l  a f f i l i a t i o n ,  as 
a l l  the fo llow ing e le c t io n s  show. I t  was one of those unusual occur­
rences  when the v o te r  becomes so i r r i t a t e d  by the p o l i t i c a l ,  economic and 
d ip lom atic  co n d it io n s  t h a t  he i s  w i l l in g  to  "kick the r a s c a l s  o u t ,"  r e ­
g a rd le ss  o f  p a r ty  l a b e l .  Thus Miss Robertson, as w ell as many su ccess fu l  
Republicans were p o l i t i c a l  a c c id e n ts ,  t a s t i n g  the sweetness of v ic to ry  
f o r  the f i r s t  and only time of t h e i r  c a re e r .

Many c l ip p in g s  of a r t i c l e s  from newspapers and magazines 
t e l l i n g  of A lice  R ober tson 's  e l e c t io n  can be found in  the  Robertson c o l­
l e c t io n  of the Tulsa U n iv e rs i ty  and Oklahoma H is to r i c a l  S o c ie ty ,  Okla­
homa C ity .

^^Muskogee Daily Phoenix, November II4., 1920.



I l l

l e f t  sore spo ts  in  the p a r ty .  The farm ers of the s t a t e  had a bumper c o t ­

ton crop in  1918; then the Federa l Reserve Board shu t down c r e d i t  to  the 

farm ers, so t h a t  they had to  rush  the  co tto n  to  the m arket f o r  needed 

cash. This  g lu t  on the  market caused the p r i c e  to  s p i r a l  downward and 

brought hard times to  the a g r i c u l t u r a l  a re a s ,  f o r  which they  blamed the 

Democrats. Many of them voted Republican f o r  the f i r s t  time. Most of 

the s t r e n g th  of the S o c i a l i s t  P a rty  as  well as  a la rg e  number of labor 

v o te s  went over to  the  R epublicans .^^

A ll of these  reasons  had t h e i r  impact on the  e l e c t io n ,  b u t  th a t  

was no t the only cause of v ic to ry  fo r  A lice  Robertson. According to  her 

f r ie n d  and fellow-townsman. Grant Foreman, "Her r e p u ta t io n  f o r  p a t r i o t i c  

and p u b lic  se rv ice  accounted f o r  her m a jo r i ty  over W. W. H astings .

The o f f i c i a l  r e tu r n s  in  the e l e c t io n  were 2U,108 f o r  Robertson 

and 23,979 f o r  H astings . John Cooper, S o c i a l i s t ,  rece iv ed  1,U01 v o te s .  

This gave Miss Robertson a p l u r a l i t y  of only 209 v o te s ,  b u t  she had over­

come a Democratic m a jo r i ty  in  her d i s t r i c t  of about 5 ,000 v o te s .  This 

small margin of v ic to ry  should have impressed her w ith  the f a c t  th a t  i f  

she were r e - e le c te d  two y e a rs  l a t e r ,  she would have to  r e f r a i n  from 

a l ie n a t in g  any of her su p p o rte rs  and gain  as many f r i e n d s  as p o s s ib le .

C o n g ra tu la tio n s  came to  her desk from every s e c t io n  of the United 

S ta te s  and from people in  a l l  walks of l i f e .  They included former p u p i l s ;  

Ind ians  from over the n a t io n ;  Democrats who had vo ted  a g a in s t  her b u t  were

^^Oklahoma, D irec to ry  (1957), 89; The Morning Oregonian, June 17,
1922.

^^Foreman, "Honorable A lice  M. Robertson ,"  16-17.

^^Oklahoma, D irec to ry  (1957), 89.
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glad she had won; P re s b y te r ia n s  w ith  whom and f o r  whom she had worked;

many s t a t e  and n a t io n a l  o f f i c i a l s ;  r e l a t i v e s ,  some of whom she had never

heard; e x - s o ld ie r s  who had n o t  f o r g o t te n  her k indness  during the war and

who had ea ten  a t  her c a f e t e r i a  w ithou t c o s t ;  and of course , loya l Repub-
6^l ic a n s  over the coun try . ^

H astings  s e n t  the  fo llow ing  message which Miss Robertson p u t  in  

one of her w ant-ads: "The r e tu r n s  rece iv ed  in d ic a te  your e l e c t i o n  to

congress  from t h i s  d i s t r i c t  and I  c o n g ra tu la te  you upon your o p p o r tu n i ty  

to  be of se rv ice  to  the  d i s t r i c t  and n a t i o n . J .  W. H arre ld ,  Congress­

man from the  f i f t h  d i s t r i c t  and S e n a to r - e le c t ,  wrote h i s  c o n g ra tu la t io n s  

and expressed  hope f o r  co opera tion  in  Congress f o r  the b e n e f i t  of the 

s t a t e  they re p re se n te d .^ ^

Commenting on the Congressional e l e c t io n ,  the  Tulsa  Tribune had 
66

t h i s  to  say:

"Crap shoo ters"  and b r id g e  p la y e r s  a l i k e  w i l l  f e e l  the i ro n  hand 
of the law, i f  H iss  A lice  Robertson of Muskogee, congresswoman e l e c t  
from the Second D i s t r i c t ,  has her way when she e n te r s  the  h a l l s  of 
congress . And we w i l l  have fewer laws and more enforcement of the 
ones we do have, too , the lady  p o l i t i c i a n  who never wears s i l k  s to ck ­
ings d e c la red .

The new member of Congress was d e sc r ib e d  as  s i l v e r - h a i r e d ,  a lm ost 

w hite , b r i g h t  eyed, g e n t le -v o ic e d ,  t a l l e r  than the  average and somewhat

Many l e t t e r s  of c o n g ra tu la t io n s  and comments can be found in  
the f i l e  of l e t t e r s  of A lice  M. Robertson fo r  the  y ea r  1920, T u lsa  
U n iv e rs i ty .

^^Muskogee Times-Democrat, n . d . ,  c l ip p in g  in  Robertson C o l. ,  
Okla. H is t .  Soc.

^ ^ L e t te r  from J .  W. H arre ld  to  A lice  Robertson, November 12, 
1920, Robertson C o l . ,  Tu lsa  U.

^^Tulsa Tribune, February  8, 1921.
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s to u t ,  shoulders  sagged a l i t t l e .  In  appearance the  congresswoman was 

by no means fu s sy ,  being a lm ost i n d i f f e r e n t  to  f a s h io n 's  t r i f l e s .  In  

f a c t ,  some were unkind enough to  say t h a t  she was a b i t  c a r e le s s  about 

her d re s s .  But the r o u g e - s t ic k ,  powderpuff, s i l k  s to ck in g s ,  and high 

h e e ls  never f i t t e d  in  w ith  her program of a c t i v i t y .

Though she was an "old maid," th e re  was no s ign  Miss Robertson 

was a m an-hater . On the  c o n tra ry ,  she sa id  she always got along w ith  

men b e t t e r  than  w ith  women and was going to  have a man f o r  her secretary'' 

in  Washington.^®

G rant Foreman, Oklahoma h i s t o r i a n ,  wrote of h i s  f r ie n d  and neigh-

69bor soon a f t e r  her e le c t io n :

Miss Robertson goes to  Congress a t  a mature age r ipened  w ith  
f i f t y  y e a rs  o f  u se fu l  l i f e ,  in  which she has been a p io n e e r ,  te ac h e r ,  
ex ecu tiv e ,  p h i l a n th r o p i s t ,  b u s in es s  woman, an examplar of good 
c i t i z e n s h ip  and s ince re  p i e ty .

She b e liev ed  her e l e c t i o n  was in  answer to  her p ra y e rs  and the

p ray e rs  of many o th e rs  in t e r e s t e d  in  her w e lfa re .  When asked to  run

f o r  Congress, she sa id  t h a t  s ix  weeks were needed to  th in k  and pray  about 

70i t .  A fte r  the e l e c t io n ,  f r i e n d s  asked how she accounted f o r  the v ic -

71to ry  and her re p ly  was:

Woman Who Got I n to  Congress,"  58; Tom P. Morgan, "Miss
A lice  o f Muskogee," L ad ies Home Journa l ,  March, 1921, p .  21.

Woman Who Got I n to  Congress,"  56. Young Benjamin Cook was
se le c te d  to  be her s e c re ta ry .

69
"Lady From Oklahoma," Independent and Weekly Review, March 26, 

1921, CV, 311.
70The Morning Oregonian, June 17, 1922.

^C urren t Q jin ion , January , 1921, LXX, UI-UIj .
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I  regarded iry e l e c t i o n  as  a d i r e c t  answer to  p ra y e r .  God help ing  
and g iv ing  me s t re n g th ,  I  am going to  t ry  and make good, and I  am 
sure I  w i l l  do so w ith  so many good women pray ing  fo r  me.

At the same time she was asked what th ings  she would work fo r
72when her term in  Congress began, and she answered:

1*11 work fo r  the i n t e r e s t s  of the  women and c h i ld re n ,  the 
s o ld i e r s ,  and the In d ia n s .  I  r e a l l y  h a v e n ' t  given much thought to 
what I  w i l l  do when I  go to  Washington, because everyone to ld  me I  
d i d n ' t  have a chance to  g e t  th e re ,  .kbove every th ing  e l s e ,  however,
I  w i l l  work f o r  the  s o ld i e r s .  I t  makes my blood b o i l  to  th in ii t h a t  
th e re  is  no t one bed f o r  a s ick  or in ju red  s o ld ie r  in  Oklahoma. The 
l a s t  congress ap p ro p ria ted  $^6,000,000 fo r  h o s p i ta l  c a re .  Thousands 
of s o ld ie r s  in  the s t a t e  need a t t e n t i o n  and tre a tm en t.  I f  they ge t 
so much as an examination they  have to  go to  Houston, Texas. I t ' s  
the r o t t e n e s t  th ing  I  know o f .  I t  i s  a d isg race  to  the  s t a t e  of 
Oklahoma.

The new l e g i s l a t o r ' s  i n t e r e s t s  and a c t i v i t i e s  had no t p repared  

her f o r  an understanding  of in te r n a t io n a l  a f f a i r s ,  and when she ;ras 

questioned  on such problems as  re c o g n i t io n  of Russia  or the I r i s h  Repub- 

l i e ,  she confessed her lack  of knowledge of these  m a tte rs .  I t  did  no t 

take her long to  make up her mind on them, because when they came up f o r  

d is cu ss io n  and vote  in  Congress, she took a decided stand on b o th  is s u e s .

C r i t ic i s m  was sometimes leveled  a t  the Congresswoman because of 

the lack  of understanding  concerning p u b l ic  p o l i c i e s ,  and some may have 

thought she was deceived by p r e ju d ic e ,  b u t  no one ever accused her of 

being d is h o n e s t  or f a i l i n g  to  s tand  f irm  fo r  the p r in c ip l e s  she advocated. 

She was f o r t h r i g h t  f o r  what she b e liev ed  and opposed v ig o ro u s ly  those 

th ings  she thought were ivrong. Her f irm  o ppos it ion  to  the Jake Hamon 

p o l i t i c a l  r in g  a t  the r i s k  of her own fu tu re  in  p u b l ic  o f f i c e ,  g ives  an

^^Ibid.
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in d ic a t io n  of her stand on the q u e s t io n  of m o ra li ty .

Jake Hamon, m u l t im i l l io n a i re  o i l  and r a i l r o a d  businessman of Ard­

more, Oklahoma, and a lso  Republican N ational Committeeman from the s t a t e ,  

was shot on November 21, 1920, while he was in  h is  h o te l  room. His man­

ager affirm ed th a t  i t  was a c c id e n ta l  and caused while Hamon was c lean ing  

h is  gun. At f i r s t  i t  was thought t h a t  the wound was n o t  s e r io u s .  He 

d id  no t recover as well as the doc to rs  expected, and on the tw enty-seven th  

of November he d ied .^^

Many people b e l ie v ed  t h a t  Mrs. C lara  Smith Hamon, Hamon*s sec re ­

ta ry  and wife of h is  nephew, Frank Hamon, was the  one who sh o t  and k i l l e d  

him. During the time he was be ing  t r e a te d  fo r  the wound, a w arran t was 

issued  f o r  Mrs. Hamon*s a r r e s t ,  b u t  she could no t be found. A fte r  the

pass ing  of the  e ld e r  Hamon, the t r u t h  came to l i g h t  t h a t  Mrs. C lara

75Hamon was re s p o n s ib le  fo r  h is  death .

On the day of the f u n e r a l ,  November 30, 1920, a group of about 

f i f t y  Republicans came to g e th e r  in  an informal meeting and endorsed h is  

w ife , from whom he was sep a ra te d ,  as h is  successor as N a tional Republican

C o m m i t t e e m a n .T h e  genera l f e e l in g  was th a t  le ad e rs  of the p a r ty  wanted

^ ^ h e  Morning Examiner. ( B a r t l e s v i l l e ,  Oklahoma), November 27,
1920.

75T ulsa  Daily World, November 22, 1920; November 30, 1920; Decem­
b e r  k, 1920. A fte r  Harding*s e l e c t io n ,  Hamon was in  the running f o r  
S ec re ta ry  of I n t e r i o r  because of the  la rg e  amount he c o n tr ib u te d  to  the 
Republican Campaign. Hamon decided to  break  w ith  h is  s e c re ta ry  when he 
f e l t  N a tional r e c o g n i t io n  was coming h i s  way. He informed her t h a t  she 
could no t go to  Washington w ith  him as he had to  p lay  i t  s t r a i g h t .  She 
would n o t  l i s t e n  and when he o f fe red  to  buy her o f f ,  she sho t him. 
(H arrison , and Big Mouth, 92-93.)

~̂ T̂he Morning Examiner, November 30, 1920.
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the d i s t r i b u t i o n  of pa tronage p lanned by Jake Hamon c a r r ie d  out and th a t  

h is  wife would serve as  the f igu rehead  to  accomplish t h e i r  purposes.

Miss Robertson spoke b o ld ly  and f e a r l e s s l y  a g a in s t  the app o in t­

ment. She sa id  t h a t  h is  d ea th  was a j u s t  p en a lty  f o r  h is  moral t r a n s -

77p re ss io n s  and t h a t  she was opposed to  keeping h i s  in f lu en ce  in  the p a r ty .  

She abhorred such scanda ls  and vjas ready to  r i s k  her fu tu r e  in  opposing 

an entrenched and powerful p o l i t i c a l  machine as  the one Jake Hamon had 

organ ized . Her opp o s it io n  was so s trong  and convincing t h a t  many i n f l u ­

e n t i a l  p a r ty  members agreed w ith  h e r ,  and the appointm ent of Mrs. Hamon

, . 78was no t maae.

A f te r  her e l e c t io n ,  th e  v i c t o r  was besieged  by newspapermen, 

magazine w r i t e r s ,  pho tographers ,  and moving p ic tu r e  c o rp o ra t io n s ,  u n t i l  

i t  was a lm ost im possible  f o r  her to  g e t  the r e s t  she needed so badly  a f t e r  

such a s trenuous campaign. As she expressed i t ,  she was d r iv en  from her 

home by a  case of nerves superimposed by an en d less  cha in  of people want­

ing in te rv iew s  w ith  h e r .  She went away to  Kansas C ity  to  v i s i t  f r ie n d s

79and to  g e t  some freedom from the  demands tpon her time and s t r e n g th .

As a r e s u l t  of her v i c t o r y ,  A lice  Robertson became a f a v o r i t e  

choice a s  a speaker a t  c lu b s ,  banquets ,  and v a r io u s  g a th e r in g s .  She 

was swamped w ith  in v i t a t i o n s  to  ad d ress  groups of a l l  k inds  from f a r  and 

n ea r .  She plunged in to  the w h ir l  of p u b l ic  appearances w ith  g r e a t  en­

thusiasm  and accepted  as  many of the in v i t a t i o n s  as she could.

77Muskogee D aily  Phoenix, December 9, 1920.
78L e t te r  from T. A. L a t t a  to  A lice  R obertson , December 8, 1920, 

Robertson C o l. ,  Tulsa  U.

79' The Morning Examiner, November 2k,  1920.
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Many comparisons were made between A lice  Robertson and J ea n n e tte  

Rankin. I t  was g e n e ra l ly  agreed th a t  the former might no t p o ssess  the 

c u l tu re  nor the n a tu ra l  f i t n e s s  f o r  the s e a t  in  Congress which the l a t t e r  

had, b u t  i t  was conceded t h a t  she would make her  in f lu en ce  f e l t  to  a 

more s a t i s f y in g  degree to  those who were eager t h a t  women should hold 

p u b l ic  o f f i c e .

The Muskogeean en te red  Congress as a co n se rv a tiv e  and even a r e ­

a c t io n a ry  on many i s s u e s ,  b u t  t h i s  was one of the  dominant t r a i t s  of the 

p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  of the times which was t ru e  of b o th  parties'.-- -Evi­

dences can be seen in  the f a c t  t h a t  the Republican P a r ty ,  known f o r  i t s  

conservatism  and r e a c t io n ,  p o l le d  huge m a jo r i t i e s  in  th re e  success ive  

e l e c t io n s  during  the  1920’ s; bo th  p a r t i e s  nominated men who were re sp ec ted  

and supported by the  world of b u s in e s s ;  there  was l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n c e  in  

the  is su e  of p r o te c t iv e  t a r i f f ;  and men of w ealth  seemed to  be favored 

f o r  h igh  p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e s .

^Opreston W. S losson , The G reat Crusade and A f te r , 191^-1928,
Vol. XII of A Hi s to ry  of American L i f e , ed i te d  by A rthur M. S c h le s in g e r  
and Dixon Ryan Fox (New York, 1 9 3 0 ) ,9 1 .

^^U n c lass if ied  c l ip p in g  from a newspaper found in  Oklahoma 
H i s to r i c a l  A rchives, Oklahoma C ity .



CHAPTER VII 

ALICE ROBERTSON IN CONGRESS

Conservatism in  p o l i t i c s  and s o c ia l  ph ilosophy was dominant in  

the  decade a f t e r  World War I ,  as  i t  was in  the  y ea rs  suceeding the C iv i l  

War. The Republican P a r ty ,  in  a lm ost undisputed c o n tro l  of n a t io n a l  

a f f a i r s  b o th  tim es, regarded  i t s e l f  as the means of advancing b us iness  

along the l i n e s  of the l a i s s e z  f a i r e  d o c tr in e .  Both e ra s  were n e c e s s a r i ly  

f i l l e d  w ith  the problems of read justm en t:  r e s t o r a t i o n  of f in a n c e ,  a g r i ­

c u l tu r e ,  in d u s try ,  and t r a n s p o r ta t io n  to  peace time b a s i s ;  r e d u c t io n  of 

ta x es ;  ad justm ent of v e te r a n s  b e n e f i t s ;  and payment of the p u b l ic  d eb t .  

Each age w itnessed a complete and rap id  change in  p roduc tion  and b u s i ­

ness  te chn iques , a bad ly  d i s t r i b u t e d  i n d u s t r i a l  p r o s p e r i ty ,  and an a g r i ­

c u l tu r a l  d i s t r e s s  which was succeeded by acute  and prolonged d ep ress io n .  

Both p e r io d s  were c h a ra c te r iz e d  by p o l i t i c a l  and b u s in ess  c o r ru p t io n ,  

a rd e n t  n a t io n a lism , in d i f fe r e n c e  to  reform , and d e c l in e  in  l ib e ra l i s m .

The le ad e rs  of the  p a r ty  in  power expressed the p r in c ip a l  p o in t  

of view of the 1920’ s .  P re s id e n t  Harding s trove  f o r  " r e tu rn  to  normalcy," 

C alv in  Coolidge announced th a t  " th e  b u s in es s  of the  United S t a t e s  i s  b u s i ­

n e s s ,"  and H erber t  Hoover argued t h a t  "rugged ind iv idua lism " was the b a s ic  

American way of l i f e .

The c o n t ro l l in g  p a r ty  q u i te  n a tu ra l ly  assumed t h a t  i t s  concept of 

conserva tism  and re trenchm ent had been f u l l y  endorsed by the v o te r s .
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Issu es  of fo re ig n  a f f a i r s  may no t have been c le a r  in  t h e i r  minds, b u t  

the re  was no ambiguity about the economic philosophy espoused by the con­

tending c an d id a te s .  James Cox, the Democratic standard b e a re r ,  r e p re ­

sented what p ro g re s s iv e  p o l i c i e s  remained in  h is  p a r ty .  Harding was the 

choice of the "Ola Guard" R epublicans, Boies Penrose, Reed Smoot, Joseph 

R. Grundy, and members of the  "Ohio Gang." The e l e c to r a te ,  very  d e f i ­

n i t e ly  aware of the p o s i t io n  of each candidate  on domestic a f f a i r s ,  gave 

Harding an overwhelming m a jo r i ty .^

When men yearn  fo r  normalcy and th in k  in  terms of a r e tu r n  to  

"the good old days,"  they a re  overwhelmed by the com plex ities  of so c ie ty  

and seek an escape by id e a l iz in g  the  p a s t .  This does no t r e q u ire  v i s io n ,  

p lann ing  or program. Normalcy by i t s  very  na ture  i s  b u t  an a f te r th o u g h t ,  

b u t  i t  p rov ides  a brake a g a in s t  p ro g re s s iv e  p ro p o sa ls .  I t s  v i r t u e s  tend 

to  conservatism  and become a c loak  fo r  those who sh irk  new re s p o n s i ­

b i l i t i e s  or f e a r  t h e i r  c o s t .

The ve ry  e x te n t  of the Harding m a jo rity  in  1920 b rough t embarrass­

ment to  the P re s id e n t  and h is  p a r ty .  The Republicans had inc reased  t h e i r  

co n tro l  from f o r ty  to  one hundred s ix ty  in  the House and near ly  h a l f  were 

newcomers. To add to  the  com plexity , th e re  was a wide d i f f e r e n c e  in  the 

views of the new and old members. P ro g re ss iv e s  Hiram Johnson o f C a l i ­

f o r n ia ,  L a F o l le t te  of Wisconsin, George N orris  of Nebraska, Burton K. 

Wheeler of Montana, William E. Borah of Idaho, and A lb e r t  J .  Beveridge 

of Ind iana  c lashed  w ith  co n se rv a tiv e s  Reed Smoot, H. 0. Lodge, Boies

^Mark S u l l iv a n ,  Our Times, 1900-1925, The Twenties (New York, 
19^6), VI, 129-30. H e rea f te r  c i t e d  as S u l l iv a n ,  Our Times.
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Penrose, A lb e r t  F a l l  of New Mexico, and Harding. In  a d d i t io n .  Democratic 

S ena to rs  John B. Kendrick of Wyoming and Thomas J .  Walsh of Montana f e l t  

no o b l ig a t io n  to  cover up the  embarrassment of the o p p o s i t io n ’ s b lu n d e rs .  

Both p layed  a v i t a l  ro le  in  re v e a l in g  the  o i l  scandals  which involved 

S e c re ta ry  of I n t e r i o r  A lb e r t  B. F a l l  and S e c re ta ry  of Wavy Edwin W.

Denby.^

P re s id e n t  Harding was unable to  b r in g  peace and harmony to  h is  

p a r ty  during  the f i r s t  year of h i s  a d m in is t r a t io n .  The m a jo r i ty  le ad e r  

of the Senate , Henry Cabot Lodge, had l o s t  much of h i s  p r e s t i g e .  The 

stubborn i s o l a t i o n i s t  P h ilan d e r  C. Knox and the  m aster s t r a t e g i s t  Penrose, 

the two Pennsylvanians whom Harry Daugherty deemed the t i t a n s  of the  Sen­

a te ,  d ied  in  1921. W ill Hays, the  s k i l l f u l  chairman o f the Republican 

N ational Committee, and f l e x i b l e  c o n c i l i a t o r  of h is  p a r ty ,  was soon to  

su rrender h is  p o s i t io n  as P os tm aste r  General to  accep t an appointment 

w ith  the  movie in d u s try .^

F o r tu n a te ly  or u n fo r tu n a te ly ,  the  P re s id e n t  had a weak Congress 

w ith  which to  work. Leadership in  the Senate was lack in g , and to  f i l l  the 

v o id , f ig h t in g  Bob L a F o l le t te  of W isconsin and twenty-seven s e n a to r i a l  

r e c a l c i t r a n t s  formed a c o a l i t i o n  which held  the ba lance  of power. Be­

tween th i s  group and the t i t u l a r  head of the p a r ty  the re  was l i t t l e  com­

munity of i n t e r e s t  or u n d e rs tand ing . The in s u rg e n ts '  power was l a rg e ly  

o b s t ru c t iv e  and did n o t  achieve much in  p o s i t i v e  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  b u t  i t  d id

^I b i d . , 27h, 277-285.
3
^ F rede ric  L. Paxson, P o s t  War Y ears , Normalcy, 1918-1923 (Berke­

ley ,  19U8), 269-70. H e rea f te r  c i t e d  as Paxson, P o s t  War Years.
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hamper th e  Old Guard program J'*'

The House was a lso  d iv id ed  and w ithou t s trong  command. F red e r ick

H. G i l l e t t  of M assachusetts , Speaker of the House, had passed the peak

of h is  power, as had Joseph W. Fordney of Michigan, chairman of the power-
d

f u l  House Ways and Means Committee. While the House was more conserva­

t iv e  than the Sena te , th e re  was enough o p p o s it io n  and insurgency to  c re a te  

l e g i s l a t i o n  u n c e r ta in ty  and impotence in  t h i s  body. Wot only was th e re  

sharp b a t t l e s  between Congress and the P r e s id e n t ,  b u t  th e re  were c ro ss  

c u r re n ts  w ith in  the l e g i s l a t i v e  b ranch . The House b a t t l e d  the Senate 

on t a r i f f  d u t ie s ;  E as t  was h o s t i l e  to  West; and on alm ost every  issue  

b loc  was a g a in s t  b lo c .

The new member from Oklahoma's second Congressional d i s t r i c t  was 

given a very  warm and h e a r ty  r e c e p t io n  when she took her s e a t  in  the 

House of R e p re se n ta t iv e s .  Newspaper r e p o r te r s  were p re s e n t  to  g e t  a 

f i r s t - h a n d  view of the happenings and the Tulsa World gave the fo llow ­

ing account;^

She had one continuous day of triumph today. From the time the 
modest congresswoman from Oklahoma en te red  the house chamber amid 
the cheers  of her p e e r s  who rose  to  t h e i r  f e e t  and cheered, u n t i l  
the house ad journed , she was in  the  c en te r  of the s tag e .

^Samuel Hopkins Adams, In c re d ib le  E ra , The L ife  and Times of 
Warren Gamaliel Harding (Bo3ton7~Î939y7~22^^6. H e rea f te r  c i t e d  as 
Adams, In c re d ib le  E ra .

^Karl S c h r i f t g i e s s e r .  This Was Normalcy, An Account of P a r ty  
P o l i t i c s  During Twelve Republican Y ears , 1920-1932 (Boston, 19^8), 91. 
H e re a f te r  c i t e d  as  S c h r i f t g i e s s e r .  T h is  Was Normalcy.

^Tulsa  World, A p r i l  11, 1923. P r e s id e n t  Harding had c a l l e d  a 
s p e c ia l  s e s s io n  of Congress in  A p r i l ,  1921, p r im a r i ly  to  make peace w ith  
the  C en tra l  Powers.
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Miss Robertson a ttem pted  to  make a q u ie t  e n try ,  b u t  as she 
stepped in to  the h a l l  of the house from a door to  the l e f t  of the 
speaker’ s desk, she was seen by Republican members who s t a r t e d  the 
cheering . House v e te ra n s  v ied  w ith  new members to  make her f e e l  
welcomed.

When Miss R obertson’ s name was c a l le d  f o r  the f i r s t  time her 
voice  was sca rc e ly  a u d ib le .  C lerk  Page recorded her p r e s e n t .  She 
r a is e d  her voice  l a t e r  when she c a s t  her vote  fo r  F red e rick  H.
G i l l e t t  f o r  speaker.

In  d e sc r ib in g  the excitem ent of her e a r ly  experiences  as  the only 

woman re p re s e n ta t iv e  in  the House, she wrote her s i s t e r  Ann Augusta about
7

meeting w ith  the  Republican caucus. She sa id :

I  made my f i r s t  appearance a t  the Republican Caucus l a s t  n ig h t .  
Can you imagine me s tepp ing  r i g h t  in  when the whole house was c losed  
to  everybody b u t  Republican members—over th ree  hundred were p r e s e n t ,  
and I  f o r  the f i r s t  time in  t h e i r  midst? When my name was c a l l e d  
the re  was handclapping from everybody, and they a l l  stood up and 
applauded u n t i l  I  had to  s tand  up and re p e a te d ly  bow my acknowledg­
ments. The men a re  simply b e a u t i f u l  to  me and everyone seems sure 
t h a t  I ’m going to  "make good" because I  do no t push m yself.

Miss Robertson had a s s o c ia te d  w ith  men in  high p o s i t io n s  while 

she had l iv ed  in  Washington and during the time she was c o u r t  r e p o r te r  

and s tenographer in  the In d ia n  T e r r i t o r y .  This  gave her the experience 

necessary  to  know how to  conduct h e r s e l f  in  t h e i r  p resence and be r e ­

spec ted , and she o f ten  remarked th a t  she knew how to  g e t  along b e t t e r

w ith  men than w ith  women. She sa id  t h a t  she k ep t her s e a t  fo r  many

weeks in  Congress w ithou t doing anyth ing  b u t  keep her eyes and e a r s  open

and her mouth sh u t .^

At the in au g u ra t io n ,  she was e sc o r te d  to  the  Senate chamber by 

Speaker G i l l e t t  to  w itn e ss  the  swearing in  of the V ice -P re s id en t ,  and

7
'L e t t e r  from Alice  Robertson to  Ann Augusta Moore, March 1, 

1921, Robertson C o l . ,  Tulsa  U.

^The Morning Oregonian, June 17, 1922.
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l a t e r  to  the ou ts ide  of the  c a p i t a l  b u i ld in g  to  see the P re s id e n t  take 

the oa th  of o f f i c e .  In  the Sena te , she s a t  between G i l l e t t  and Repre­

se n ta t iv e  S ch a ll  of Minnesota, the b l in d  Congressman. The S p eak e r 's  

a t t e n t i o n  was regarded by Oklahomans as a sp e c ia l  honor to  the new member
9

in  the House.

The Senate gave the only Congresswoman a p lace  of d i s t i n c t i o n  by 

p e rm it t in g  her f r e e  access  to  i t s  chamber. W riting to  her s i s t e r  Ann 

Augusta she s a id :^ ^

I  can walk r i g h t  in  any where, i t  seems, b u t  I 'm  no t doing i t  
t i l l  I 'm  r e a l l y  " in ."  Thinli o f  my having a r i g h t  to  the senate  
f l o o r ! !  That impresses me most. Jean n e tte  Rankin, as  an ex-member 
can go on the f l o o r  of the  House, b u t  only an a c tu a l  member can go 
on the senate  f lo o r .

I t  keeps me p ray in g ,  p ray ing  th a t  I  may no t f o r g e t  God and t h a t  
i t  i s  no t I  b u t  ray an ce s try  recognized through me.

Hot only was the e x c i ted  R ep resen ta tive  c o rd ia l ly  rece iv ed  by 

the members o f  Congress, b u t  P r e s id e n t  Harding showed h is  d e l ig h t  in  her 

p resence in  the  l e g i s l a t u r e .  She gave the  account of her f i r s t  meeting

11w ith  the P re s id e n t  a s  Oklahoma's R ep resen ta tiv e  in  the fo llow ing  words:

The f i r s t  time I  went w ith  the Oklahoma d e leg a t io n  to  c a l l  up­
on P re s id e n t  Harding, he took a Columbia rose  from a vase on h i s  
desk to  give me, withdrawing i t  qu ick ly  when he saw the re  were tho rns  
on the stem, t h a t  he might remove every thorn  be fo re  g iv ing  i t  to  me. 
To which I  s a id ,  "When a woman goes in to  p o l i t i c s ,  Mr. P re s id e n t ,  
she must take the thorns  w ith  the r o s e s ."  To which he s a id ,  "You 
w i l l  never have any tho rns  from my hands."  He kep t h is  prom ise.

Besieged w ith  in v i t a t i o n s  from a l l  p a r t s  of the  coun try , she d id  

her b e s t  to  r e f r a i n  from accep ting  many of them in  order to  devote a l l

9
U n c la s s if ie d  newspaper c l ip p in g  in  Robertson C o l . ,  T u lsa  U ., n .d . 

^ ^L ette r  from A lice  Robertson to  Ann Augusta Moore, March 1, 1921,
Robertson C o l . ,  Tulsa  U. 

11Muskogee Daily  Mews, December 8, 1921.
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her time a t te n d in g  the needs of the Second D i s t r i c t  of Oklahoma. The 

p re s su re  brought upon her to  speak in  v a r io u s  c i t i e s  and on a l l  s o r t s  of 

occasions was almost more than she could b e a r .  When she d e c l in e d ,  the 

prom oters of her appearance would g e t  in  touch w ith  the S ena to rs  from her 

s t a t e  who would add t h e i r  in f luence  to  the i n v i t a t i o n .  She found no 

escape from many of these  engagements, which continued fo r  the  e n t i r e  

time she was in  Congress, a p e r io d  which she r e f e r r e d  to  h e r s e l f  as 

"A lice  in  Wonderland.

At each succeeding speech the busy l e g i s l a t o r  found h e r s e l f  making 

a g re a te r  im pression on her aud iences . Because she was always "good copy" 

the  newspapers gave her p le n ty  of space and e d i t o r i a l s  c o n tr ib u te d  t h e i r  

share of comments, most of which were fa v o ra b le .  When arrangem ents had 

been made to  take care of the needs of her d i s t r i c t  through an in c rease  

in  o f f ic e  fo rce ,  she no longer dodged i n v i t a t i o n s  to  speak in  d i s t a n t  

c i t i e s .  She did no t f e e l  t h a t  he r presence  iras missed in  the House when 

she wanted to  make a t r i p  to  Maine, P ennsy lvan ia , or V irg in ia  to  malie an 

add ress .

An example of the busy schedule of speaking engagements showed 

her appearing a t  Lowell, M assachusetts , b e fo re  the Republican Women's 

Club on Saturday , May 21, 1921. She then went to  Boston to  speak a t  a 

p u b l ic  meeting t h a t  n ig h t ;  on Sunday a f te rn o o n  she spoke a t  W elles ley  

College; on Tuesday she appeared a t  Winona, In d ian a ,  to  speak b e fo re  the

12
Muskogee Daily  Phoenix , August 6 , 1922; L e t t e r  from F red e r ick  

Lent to  A lice  Robertson, Januar}- U, 1921; L e t te r  from L orra ine  Wooster, 
S ta te  S uperin tenden t of Schools, Topeka, Kansas, n .d . ,  Robertson C o l. ,  
Tulsa  U.

'"Daily Oklahoman, June 11, 1922.
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P re sb y te r ia n  General Assembly; then she went back to  Washington.

With few excep tions  Miss Robertson fo llowed the p a r ty  l in e  as 

voiced by Harding. At the  o u ts e t  she became a l ig n ed  w ith the conserva­

t iv e  b ranch  of the R epublicans. As soon as  she ivas e le c te d  t h i s  group be­

gan to  make s trong  o v e r tu re s  fo r  her in f lu e n c e .  One of those to  b id  f o r

her s e rv ic e s  was the P r e s id e n t ’ s w ife . A f te r  one of her speeches Mrs.

15Harding w rote:

Mr. Wakeman has been good enough to  send me a copy of your speech 
on the t a r i f f  and I  cannot r e f r a i n  from w r i t in g  you a l in e  to  con­
g r a tu la t e  you, n o t  only upon your speech b u t  upon being a woman who 
has come o u t  of the  West to  p o in t  the way to  the  women of the E as t  
in  m a tte rs  of p o l i t i c s  and s ta tesm ansh ip , and I  do n o t  know of any­
one who can do i t  w ith  b e t t e r  unders tand ing  than y o u r s e l f .  With 
k in d e s t  p e rso n a l  reg a rd s  and b e s t  wishes f o r  your continued success 
as a le ad e r  of women in  the  f i e l d  of p o l i t i c s ,  I am

S in c e re ly  y ou rs ,

F lorence Kling Harding

Mrs. Harding included her as a g u es t  on many p r iv a te  p a r t i e s .

One in v i t a t i o n ,  dated June 12, 1922, read :^^

Mrs. Harding re q u e s ts  the p le a s u re  of your conpany on the May­
flow er Thursday, June l5 th ,  f o r  an a f te rn o o n  on the r i v e r ,  s t a r t i n g  
from the Wavy y a rd  wharf a t  two o’ c lo ck , and r e tu rn in g  about f i v e -  
t h i r t y .

-Another who was anxious to  e x e rc is e  the  con se rv a tiv e  in f lu en ce  

over Miss Robertson was Louis A. Coolidge of M assachuse tts , former s e c re ­

ta ry  to  S ena to r Henry Cabot Lodge. Coolidge harbored the  t r a d i t i o n a l

^ ^ L e t te r  from A lice  Robertson to  Mrs. W illiam Wheeler, May l6 , 
1921, Robertson C o l. ,  Tulsa  U.

15Muskogee D aily Phoenix, Ju ly  30, 1922.

^°Letter from Laura Harlan to  A lice  Robertson, June 12, 1922,
Robertson C o l. ,  Tulsa U.
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f e e l in g  of b ig  b u s in es s  toward ex ten s io n  of the power of the Federa l 

Government in to  the f i e l d  of S o c ia l  l e g i s l a t i o n .  On one occasion he 

s en t  her a te legram  asking  her to  speak to  the  "Middlesex Club of 1000 

Republicans" a t  t h e i r  R oosevelt Night Dinner on October 27. He assured  

her t h a t  "any M assachusetts  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  can t e l l  you a l l  about the 

c lub . Also Sena to r  Lodge, S e c re ta ry  Weeks, o r  P re s id e n t  H arding."^?

Louis Coolidge vjas l a t e r  head of the " S e n t in e ls  of the R epublic ,"  

an o rg a n iz a t io n  which devoted i t s  time and in f luence  to  opposing s o c ia l  

l e g i s l a t i o n .  E sp e c ia l ly  a t  t h i s  time the  o rg a n iz a t io n  was a c t i v e ly  

f ig h t in g  a g a in s t  the  M ate rn ity  B i l l  and the Child  Labor amendment, and 

i t  was f o r  t h i s  reason , no doubt, t h a t  the  honored speaker was given the 

i n v i t a t i o n  to  add ress  the c lu b .^ ^  As the  guest  of Mr. and Mrs. Frank 

S te a rn s ,  wealthy members of the Middlesex Club, she was e n te r ta in e d  a t  

the  ex c lu s iv e  H otel T ouraine . She rece iv ed  many re c o g n i t io n s  and was

19reminded of her " c o lo n ia l  an teceden ts"  to  make her f e e l  as one of them.

One of A lice  Robertson*s f i r s t  and most i n f l u e n t i a l  su p p o r te rs  

and b e n e fa c to rs  was Mrs. Mary C. Thaw, whom she had met e a r l i e r  while 

r a i s in g  money f o r  Henry Kendall C ollege. Mrs. Thaw made a s iz e a b le  g i f t  

to  the  schoo l.  When her f r i e n d  was e le c te d  to  Congress, Mrs. Thaw renewed 

the acqua in tance , informing the Oklahoma d e leg a te  t h a t  she took the same

^^Telegram from Louis A. Coolidge to  A lice  Robertson, August 18, 
1921, Robertson C o l . ,  Tu lsa  U.

18iito ArmsI To Armsl" A b u l l e t i n  pub lished  by the S e n t in e ls  of 
the R epublic , R obertson C o l . ,  Tu lsa  U.

^^Letter from Louis Coolidge to A lice  Robertson, October 21,
1921, Robertson C o l.,  Tulsa U.
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POstand on woman su ff ra g e ,  and w rote;

I  s h a l l  a lso  watch w ith  keenes t  i n t e r e s t  the  workings ou t of 
your p r a c t i c a l  conunonsense n o tion . They have a lread y  commended 
themselves to  persons  who read and ponder the q u es t io n s  of the 
day.

21Soon a f te rw ard s  Mrs. Thaw sen t  a check fo r  one hundred d o l l a r s ,

and a few months l a t e r  WTote her the fo llow ing message

I  am d e l ig h te d  th a t  you a re  going to  speak a t  the P ress  Club 
A nniversary Banquet. Have te leg raphed  and now w r i te  to  say I  expect 
you here as my g u es t .  Come a few days beforehand so as to  meet some 
of ny f r i e n d s .  Am sending a b e a u t i f u l  and s u i ta b le  s u i t  f o r  you to  
wear on t h a t  and o the r  s im i la r  occasions.

Hoping t h a t  you w i l l  e x e rc ise  a wholesome in f luence  b o th  when 
speaking here and on the degenerate  house.

W riting  a word of g ra t i tu d e  Miss Robertson s a id ,  " I  thank you
p Q

very  much fo r  the check to  help me keep n ea t  and w ell groomed." L a te r  

she wrote Mrs. Thaw, "You have been indeed a f a i r y  godmother to  me, a l ­

ways a n t i c ip a t i n g  izy needs.

Was the acceptance of these  in v i t a t i o n s ,  honors, and g i f t s  a s ign  

t h a t  the Republican Congresswoman was under the in f luence  of the fo rce s  

of re a c t io n ?  Was she a to o l  be ing  used by these  groups to  achieve t h e i r

^^L e t te r  from Marj'- C. Thaw to  A lice  Robertson, November 26, 1920, 
Robertson C o l. ,  Tulsa  U.

21L e t te r  from Alice Robertson to  P. S. Space, Executor, Mary C. 
Thaw E s ta te ,  August 6, 1929, Robertson C o l. ,  Tulsa  U.

22
L e t te r  from Mrs. Mary C. Thaw to  A lice  Robertson, January 28, 

1921, Robertson C o l. ,  Tulsa U.
23

■"Letter from A lice  Robertson to  Mrs. Mary C. Thaw, March 8,
1921, Robertson C o l . ,  Tulsa U.

^^L et te r  from A lice  Robertson to  Mrs. Marj' C. Thaw, December 2,
1922 , Robertson C o l . ,  T u lsa  U.
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u l t e r i o r  motives? I t  i s  n o t  easy to  understand  how she could accep t the 

b en e fac t io n s  of Mrs. Thaw and o th e rs  under whose in f lu en ce  she came w ith ­

ou t suspec ting  u n e th ic a l  p r a c t i c e s .  I t  may be t h a t  her m iss ionary  back­

ground of re ce iv in g  c h a r i t a b l e  g i f t s  from wealthy people anxious to  do 

’’good works” accounts fo r  her a t t i t u d e .  At any r a t e ,  she seemed to  have 

su ffe red  no qualms of conscience nor p r ic k in g s  of p r id e  a t  tak ing  th a t  

which many people would reg a rd  e i t h e r  as a b r ib e  or alms. She always f e l t  

she was courageously fo llow ing  an independent course and a c t in g  according  

to  her b e s t  judgment. Speaking to  he r opponents who had c r i t i c i z e d  he r 

stand on p o l i t i c a l  is su e s  she sa id ;^^

I  am no coward. Through c e n tu r ie s  my a n c e s to rs  su ffe red  e x i le ,  
imprisonment and o s trac ism  in  the cause of r e l i g io u s  freedom.

I f  these  ideas  do n o t  commend themselves to  you, and you th ink  
someone e ls e  can b e t t e r  r e p re s e n t  the Second D i s t r i c t  in  Congress,
I  can only say t h a t ,  " I  am a C h r i s t i a n ,  an American," and s h a l l  a c t  
as my oa th  of o f f ic e  seems to  demand of me r e g a rd le s s  of consequences.

Appointment to  powerful and i n f l u e n t i a l  Congressional Committees 

i s  im portant to  Congressmen, e s p e c ia l ly  to freshmen members. Miss Robert­

son was p a r t i c u l a r l y  in te r e s t e d  in  gain ing  membership to  the  Committee on 

In d ian  A f f a i r s ,  and her background and i n t e r e s t s  would make her a lo g ic a l  

cho ice . She con tac ted  her cousin . Senator Fred H ale, and reques ted  him 

to  arrange the committee assignment; through h is  help she was ab le  to 

achieve her d e s i r e .  She was a lso  made a member of the Committee on Ex­

p e n d i tu re s  in  the  Department of the I n t e r i o r  and, to  her ch ag r in , was 

p laced  on the Woman S uffrage  Committee.

2<
L e t te r  from A lice  Robertson to  Frank C ra ig , 1922, Robertson 

C o l . , Tulsa U.
26

L e t te r  from Mar '̂- Chandler Hale to  A lice  Robertson, December 26,
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She followed the p a r ty  le a d e rsh ip ,  supporting  Republican-sponsored

b i l l s  such as the Army and Wavy A p p ro p r ia t io n  A cts ,^^  R eso lu tion  to  end

?S ?9vjar w ith  Germany and A u s t r ia ,  Emergency T a r i f f  of 1921, Fordney-

McCuraber T a r i f f  B i l l , ' '  r e p e a l  of the Excess P r o f i t s  Tax,-" and the V eter- 
qpan*s Bureau A ct.^  She supported the P r e s id e n t  in  opposing the Adjusted

q qj
Compensation Act, or ’’Bonus B i l l . " ' ' '  An excep tion  ifas her opp o s it io n  to

the m a jo r i ty  of her p a r ty  in  v o tin g  a g a in s t  the Sheppard-Touner Act or

star

35

"M aternity  B i l l . " ' '^  She took an unexpected stand on the Anti-Lynching

B i l l ,  v o ting  w ith  the S ou therners  a g a in s t  i t .

The Sheppard-Towner Act was in troduced  by Senator M orris Sheppard 

of Texas and R ep resen ta t iv e  K. M. Towner of Iowa. I t  c rea ted  coopera tive

1/20, Robertson C o l . ,  Tulsa I ) . ; Congressional D irec to ry  (Washington,
D.C., 1921), 6 ? th  Congress, 1 s t  S ess ion , 223.

27U .S ., Cong. R ec . , 6yth  Cong., 1 s e s s . ,  1921, LXI, P a r t  2, 
p .  1280; i b i d . , P a r t  5, p . 572h.

ZGl b i d . , P a r t  L, p .  3261.

^ ' 'I b i d . , P a r t  2, p .  1637.

" ° I b i d . ,  2 s e s s . ,  1922, LXII, P a r t  12, p .  12719; i b i d . , P a r t  13, 
pp. 137L7- 750 . Miss Robertson s ta t e d  in  t h i s  speech t h a t  she learned  the 
idea of p r o te c t io n  from the Chairman of the Cherokee Commission which 
came to  Oklahoma to  n e g o t ia te  w ith  the  Cherokees about the Cherokee Out­
l e t .  She was te ac h e r  in  the Minerva School a t  the time and served the 
Commission a s  s tenog raphe r .

- - I b i d . , 1 se ss ., 1921, LXI, P a r t  5, p. 5355.

"^I b i d . , P e r t  3, p .  2330.

"" I b i d . , P a r t  5, p . UItli8.

% b i d . . P a r t  8, p .  8037.

-^ M il le r ,  "A lice  M. Robertson ,"  51-52.
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s t a t e  and f e d e ra l  bureaus of c h i ld  hygiene and a lso  p r e n a ta l  c e n te r s  t h a t  

o ffe red  f r e e  in s t r u c t io n s  to  m others. I t  was adm in is tered  by the Federa l 

C h i ld re n 's  Bureau. I t  p rov ided  fo r  the U nited S ta te s  Government to  con­

t r i b u t e  $10,000 the f i r s t  y e a r  to  each s t a t e  and $5,000 each year th e re ­

a f t e r  and an a d d i t io n a l  $5,0^0 to  each s t a t e  which c o n tr ib u ted  the same

4- 36 amount.

The Congresswoman's a n t ip a th y  to the Sheppard-Towner B i l l  c rea ted  

a storm of con troversy  and aroused g re a t  op p o s it io n .  B)' the very nature  

of the b i l l ,  i t s  backers  lo g ic a l ly  expected her to  be i t s  forem ost propon- 

e n t .  They were sadly  d is a p p o in te d ."  She fought i t  w ith a l l  the powers 

a t  her command whenever she had the opportun ity  and spoke a g a in s t  i t  

s e v e ra l  times on the f lo o r  of the House."

A l e t t e r  was sen t  by some women's o rg an iz a t io n s  to  the leading

Republican women of the Second D i s t r i c t  urging them to  v jrite  those Sena­

to r s  who voted f o r  the M atern ity  B i l l  and express  t h e i r  g r a t i tu d e .  They 

were to  w ri te  those who voted  a g a in s t  the b i l l  and express  t h e i r  sorrow 

and d isappoin tm ent. I t  concluded; "We Republican women a re  awfully

d isappo in ted  to  have Miss Robertson a g a in s t  the b i l l .  I t  seems l ik e

39woman a g a in s t  woman, and then Miss Rankin was fo r  i t . "

In  a speech b e fo re  the House, Miss Robertson gave her reasons  fo r  

opposing the b i l l .  She sa id  i t  was an encroachment of the f e d e ra l  power

"^Cong. R e c . , 6? Cong., 1 s e s s . ,  1921, LXI, P a r t  8, pp. 803U-35*
T7
" Woman' s Home Companion, November, 1922, p . 3.

^^Cong. R ec . , 6? Cong., 1921, LXI, P a r t  8, pp. 7970-83; Baltim ore
Evening Sun, December 7, 1921.

)ong. R ec ., 67 Cong., 1 s e s s . ,  1921, LXI, P a r t  8, p .  7983 .
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upon the s t a t e ' s  r i g h t s ;  i t s  p ro v is io n s  were p a t e r n a l i s t i c  and would lead 

c i t i z e n s  to  depend too much on the Federa l Government f o r  th in g s  they 

should do f o r  themselves; i t  would extend bureaucracy in  government a t  

a time when the country should economize; "old maids" would be given too

much in te r fe re n c e  in  fam ily  l i f e ;  i t  might lead to  d issem in a tio n  of i n f o r -  

m C(

House;^^

mation concerning b i r t h  c o n t r o l . S h e  said  in  one of her speeches to  the

Mr. Chairman, . . .  I s  b i r t h  c o n tro l  y e t  in  the b i l l  a s  i t  was?
I  am no t c e r t a in  whether i t  be e lim in a ted  as i t  i s ,  I  b e l ie v e  and 
hope i t  i s .  The o r ig in a to r s  of the b i l l  c e r t a in ly  favored  i t ,  judging 
by the membership they hold in  v a r io u s  s o c i e t i e s .

Miss Robertson e v id en t ly  had in  mind Jean n e t te  Rankin when she 

r e f e r r e d  to  the o r ig in a to r s  of the b i l l  and those w ith  membership in  

v a r io u s  s o c ie t i e s ,  f o r  in  ano ther speech she sa id ;^^

The name of "Hon. Jean n e t te  Rankin" appears as a member of the 
N ational Council of Voluntary Parenthood League. The same p u b l i ­
c a t io n s  which have been openly urging the passage of the Sheppard- 
Towner B i l l ,  so f a r  as they could w ithout v io l a t i n g  the  laws of the
U nited S ta te s ,  have been suggesting  b i r t h  c o n tro l .

I t  i s  no t u n ju s t  or ha rsh  to  judge b i l l s  l ik e  peop le , by the 
company they keep, and the in fe rence  of unwholesome propaganda seems 
to  me undeniab le .

R ea liz ing  the power of the opp o s it io n  to  her stand on the  Mater- 

n i ty  B i l l ,  the Congresswoman concluded one of her speeches by saying:

I  th in k  th i s  i s  a harmful b i l l  and I  s tand here and t e l l  you so,
and i f  I  am digging my p o l i t i c a l  grave in  doing so, l e t  me say t h a t
i t  w i l l  be a mighty com fortable grave.

^^I b i d . , P a r t  9, pp . 86l4.0-ii3; i b i d . , P a r t  8, pp. 7980-83. 

^^I b i d . , 7981.

^^I b i d . , P a r t  9, p .  86U2. 

^ " I b id . ,  P a r t  8, p . 7983.
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The Sheppard-Towner B i l l  was supported by the N a tio n a l League of 

Women V oters , the  American A sso c ia t io n  of U n iv e rs i ty  Women, the  Congress 

of Paren t-T eachers  and s im i la r  o rgan iza tio n s .^ '^  Miss Robertson and many 

of these  women's o rg an iz a t io n s  had clashed e a r l i e r  on the is su e  of woman 

su ff ra g e ,  and undoubtedly i t  was because of t h i s  antagonism th a t  she de­

cided to  oppose the  M atern ity  B i l l .

During the d is cu ss io n  of t h i s  b i l l  in  Congress, the l e g i s l a t o r  

came in  c o n ta c t  w ith  Mrs. William Lowell Putnam, a woman of w ealth  and 

prominence, who ex erc ised  e x tra o rd in a ry  in f luence  over her th in k in g .

Mrs. Putnam was of the famous Lowell fam ily  of M assachusetts ;  her b ro th e r  

James was p r e s id e n t  of Harvard U n iv e rs i ty ,  and her s i s t e r  Amy was the 

g i f t e d  p o e t  and l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c .  Her husband, William Lowell Putnam, 

was a lso  of the Lowe 11 fam ily  through h i s  m o th e r 's  s ide  and the  marriage 

co n so lid a ted  t h e i r  ho ld ings in  many co t to n  and t e x t i l e  m i l l s .

There was no doubt about the s tand  Mrs. Putnam took on the Mater­

n i t y  B i l l .  Hearing of the Congresswoman's p o s i t io n ,  she made a sp e c ia l  

e f f o r t  to  c o n tac t  her and to  in f luence  her v o te .  S h o r t ly  b e fo re  the  

measure came up f o r  vo te  in  the  House, Mrs. Putnam OTote her f r i e n d  en­

couraging her in  the  f i g h t  on the  measure and c losed  w ith  the in t im a te  

words, " I t  was such a p le a su re  to  see you, yeste rday ."^ '^  When the

^V am phle t issued  by  these  o rg an iza t io n s  asking su pport  f o r  the 
B i l l ,  Robertson C o l . ,  Tulsa  U.

^% h o 's  Who ^  America, 1922-23, XII, 2$hl.

^ ^ L e t te r  from Mrs. A. R. Moore to  Mrs. Grant Foreman, A p ri l  l6 ,  
193U; L e t t e r  from E l iz a b e th  Lowell Putnam to  A lice  Robertson , October 28, 
1921, Robertson C o l . ,  Tulsa U.
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measure came b e fo re  the House, the  R ep resen ta t iv e  from Oklahoma c a s t  her  

vote  a g a in s t  i t ,  b u t  i t  passed  two hundred seven ty -n ine  to  t h i r t y - n i n e . ^ ?

As a r e s u l t  of t h e i r  f i g h t  a g a in s t  the  b i l l ,  the  two women became 

c lose  f r i e n d s .  The Oklahoman was a g u e s t  on s e v e ra l  occasions  in  the 

Putnam home in  Boston, and near the  c lo se  of her l i f e  wrote Mrs. Putnam 

saying , "Without your ma^y f i n a n c ia l  g i f t s  I  do no t know what I  could 

have p o s s ib ly  done."^^

I n  a l e t t e r  to  Mrs. Thaw, Miss R obertson gave reasons  f o r  her 

support of the  Ship Subsidy B i l l . ^ ^  She sa id  she could no t a t te n d  the 

wedding o f  her s e c re ta ry ,  Ben Cook, because the  vo te  on the  Ship Subsidy 

B i l l  was to  be taken  a t  the  same tim e. Another s ta tem ent re a d :  " I  hope

you approve ny having voted  f o r  i t ,  f o r  the  o p p o s it io n  to  i t  was o f  the  

s o r t  t h a t  made me b e l ie v e  in  i t . " ^ ^  Revealing the  kind  of o p p o s i t io n  

r e f e r r e d  to  in  the  l e t t e r ,  she announced to  the  newspapers t h a t  she had 

been g iven  "o rders"  by th e  American A sso c ia t io n  of U n iv e rs i ty  Women and 

the League of Women V oters  to  oppose the  Ship Subsidy B i l l ,  b u t  t h a t  she 

was t i r e d  o f  be ing  "bossed" by th ese  o rg a n iz a t io n s  and had made up her

^ ’̂ Cong. R e c . , 6? Cong., 1 s e s s . ,  1921, LXI, P a r t  8, p .  8037; 
L e t te r  from A lice  Robertson to  Ann Augusta Moore, June 7 , 1922; L e t t e r  
from A lice  R obertson to  E l iz a b e th  Putnam, February  5, 1930, R obertson 
C o l . ,  T u lsa  U.

^ ^ L e t te r  from A lice  R obertson to  Mrs. William Lowell Putnam, 
January 7» 1930, Robertson C o l . ,  Tulsa  U.

ho
The Ship Subsidy B i l l  was an e f f o r t  on the  p a r t  o f the  R epubli­

can A d m in is tra t io n  to  a s s i s t  the sh ipp ing  in d u s t r i e s ,  which had many 
d i f f i c u l t i e s  a f t e r  the  war, by g ra n t in g  generous su b s id ie s  to  keep them 
o p e ra t in g .

^^L etter from A lic e  R obertson to  ffery C. Thaw, A p r il 17, 1922,
R obertson C o l . ,  Tulsa U.
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Cl
mind to vo te  f o r  i t .

While she c rea ted  co n s id e rab le  c r i t i c i s m  as  a r e s u l t  of her stand 

on these  measures, she drew a storm of p r o t e s t  because of her f i g h t  a g a in s t  

the  s o l d i e r ' s  A djusted  Compensation or "Bonus” B i l l .  The newly organized 

American Legion, which had approxim ately  850,000 members by 1922, exer­

c ised  powerful p re s su re  f o r  l e g i s l a t i o n  which would p rov ide  pensions  f o r  

a l l  v e te ra n s  who had worn a uniform during  the war, r e g a rd le s s  of a c tu a l  

combat s e r v ic e .  They argued t h a t  they had v o lu n tee red  or had been d ra f te d  

a t  a time when they could have demanded much more than s o l d i e r ' s  pay fo r  

c i v i l i a n  work. Many of them had n o t  been demobilized u n t i l  sev e ra l  months 

a f t e r  the war was over, and when they re tu rn e d  to  c i v i l i a n  l i f e  they found 

t h e i r  jobs  had been t a k e n . A f t e r  a long and heated  c o n te s t  in  Congress, 

a law was passed  p ro v id in g  f o r  the  bonus, b u t  i t  was vetoed  by the P r e s i ­

den t,  and the Senate su s ta in e d  the  v e to .^ ^  I t  was n o t  u n t i l  192i; t h a t  

Congress passed a law over the  P r e s i d e n t 's  v e to  which awarded c e r t i f i ­

c a te s  of insurance p o rp o r t io n a te  to  the  len g th  of s e r v ic e .

In  a speech b e fo re  the  Republican Women's League, Miss Robertson 

sa id  t h a t  she was proud of having voted a g a in s t  the b i l l .  The P re s id e n t  

opposed i t ,  and she was fo llo w in g  h is  lead .  She argued t h a t  the country 

could n o t  s tand the c o s t .  For the  same reason  she opposed help to  Russia

^^S t. Paul P ioneer P r e s s , January 10, 1922. C lipp ing , Robertson 
C o l . , T u lsa  U.

52S losson , The G reat Crusade and A f te r ,  ?6-77.

53Wish, Contemporary America, 361.

^^U.S ., S ta tu te s  a t  Large, XLIII, P a r t  1, pp . 121-31.
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and was a g a in s t  every a p p ro p r ia t io n  the  country' could do w ith o u t .  In  

a d d i t io n ,  she sa id  the  bonus would be bad fo r  the e x - s o ld ie r s  because 

they  would be in  e f f e c t  giving the  government a q u i t  c laim , and i f  any 

o th e r  d i s a b i l i t i e s  a rose  the v e te ran s  would have no f u r th e r  demands.

She assu red  "her beys" th a t  u n t i l  the l a s t  gun was f i r e d  she would stand 

by those who were unable to  care f o r  themselves and those needing reha-  

b i l i t a t i o n  work.^

The speech which drew the most c r i t i c i s m  from the v e te ra n s  was 

the one d e l iv e red  by Miss Robertson b e fo re  the Republican Women's Club 

of Mew York, in  which she d ec la red  th a t  when the  boys asked f o r  a bonus 

they  were p u t t in g  a " d o l la r  mark on t h e i r  p a t r io t i s m ."  She s ta t e d  th a t

her a n ce s to rs  had fough t f o r  t h e i r  country w ithou t demanding a p r ic e  fo r
$8i t .  A f lo o d  of p r o t e s t s  poured in  to  her o f f i c e .  A l e t t e r  from Luther 

Armstrong, who was commander of the  American Legion of Major County, 

Oklahoma, i s  a sample of the c r i t i c i s m .  He sa id :^^

^^Harding argued t h a t  i t  was n o t  s u f f i c i e n t  to  w arran t unbal­
ancing the budget or committing the country  to  the payment of la rg e  sums 
f o r  whose r a i s in g  no arrangement had been made. (Paxson, P o s t  War Y ears , 
307 .) E stim ates  showed th a t  the payment of the bonus would c o s t  about 
fo u r  times what the co rp o ra t io n s  saved the  f i r s t  year the excess p r o f i t s  
tax  was re p e a le d .  ( S c h r i f t g i e s s e r .  This  Was Mormalcy, 109.)

^^Muskogee Phoenix, March 3, 1922; S te u b en v il le  (Ohio) G a ze t te , 
n .d .  C lipping  in  Robertson C o l. ,  Tulsa U.

97The Morning Oregonian, June 17, 1922.

^®Mew York Times, February 13, 1922. C lipping in  Robertson C o l . ,
Tulsa  U.

^^Letter from Luther Armstrong to  A lic e  R obertson, February 21,
1921, Robertson C o l.,  T ulsa U.
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Mow Miss Robertson, g e t  me. I  am speaking a s  a Republican, no t 
as an e x - s o ld ie r .  The American Legion is  no t in  p o l i t i c s .  The 
f a v o r i t e  indoor sp o r t  of the Republican p a r ty  befo re  the e le c t io n  
was in tro d u c in g  bonus b i l l s .

What fo r?  You d o n ' t  mean to  t e l l  me th a t  was fo r  e f f e c t  and did 
n o t  mean apy e f f o r t  to carry  out t h e i r  promises?

Mow l e t  me tu rn  p ro p h e t .  F a i l  to  pass  t h a t  b i l l ,  and next e le c ­
t io n  w i l l  see a so l id  democratic d e leg a t io n  from Oklahoma in  the  next 
Congress. . . . The la n d s l id e  t h a t  s l i d  you in  w i l l  be nothing com­
pared to  the s l id e  out, should you break  your solemn promise to  us .
I  am n o t  given to  th r e a t s  and th i s  i s  no t so in tended  b u t  take warn­
ing. Get your e a r  to  the ground.

Another e x - s o ld ie r  wrote

I  was on the s ide  f ig h t in g ,  in  answer to  the  C la r io n  C a l l ,  My 
Country, R igh t or Wrong, and the a f f a i r s  a t  Washington where p e t ty  
p a r ty  d i f f e r e n c e s  were bobbing up drove me in to  a fren zy  of ha tred  
a g a in s t  a l l  p a r t i s a n s .

Before God, I  l o s t  the  id e a ls  I  was f ig h t in g  f o r ,  and now I  demand 
a p r ic e  fo r  s e rv ic e s  rendered  to  a body of men who were no t f i t  to  k i s s  
the boots  of George Washington!

I f  I  want t h a t  money, I  want i t  to  the  b e t te rm e n t  of my immaculate 
w ife , and the hope of our l iv e s ,  our l i t t l e  I ren e  Frances! I  want i t  
because i t  i s  due me fo r  a $2,000  economic lo s s  t h a t  the combinations 
of fo re ig n e rs  and Republicans have rece ived  in  h i r e .

As you can see from ray e a r ly  v o lu n tee r in g  ray p a t r io t i s m  asks fo r
no reward; b u t  the C la r io n  c a l l  has been i l l - u s e d ,  and now I  demand
an accounting  from the men you f e e l  a re  above me in  p r in c ip l e .

R egard less  of the t h r e a t s .  Miss Robertson stood f irm . The oppo­

s i t i o n  seemed to  spur her on to  work even harder f o r  i t s  d e fe a t .  She 

wrote Congressmen and Senato rs  to  a r ra y  t h e i r  vote  a g a in s t  i t .  In  a re p ly  

to  her l e t t e r  Sena tor J .  ¥ .  H arre ld  sa id ;^^

^ ^ L e t te r  from Joseph Traynor to  A lice  Robertson, February II4, 
1922, Robertson C o l . ,  Tulsa U.

^^L etter from J. W. Harreld to  A lic e  R obertson, May 21;, 192k,
Robertson C o l.,  T ulsa U.
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Replying to your l e t t e r  of r e c e n t  da te  urg ing  me to  vo te  to sus­
t a i n  the P r e s i d e n t 's  v e to  of the  s o -c a l le d  Bonus B i l l ,  I  am s o r r /  I  
could n o t g ra n t  your r e q u e s t ,  because I  was e le c te d  to  congress  on 
the  p la tfo rm  pledged to  t h i s  measure and could n o t  d is re g a rd  t h i s  
pledge excep t a t  the  e:cpense of ray r e p u ta t io n  f o r  co n s is ten cy  and 
f a i r  d ea lin g .

R ea liz in g  the  severe s t ru g g le  over the  b i l l  and the t h r e a t s  to  her 

p o l i t i c a l  fu tu re  she wrote l'ire. Thaw:.62

In  my judgment, a t  l e a s t  f iv e  ou t of every s ix  members of the 
house b e l ie v e  i t  ( th e  Bonus) i s  a dangerous th in g ,  one t h a t  w i l l  
b r in g  d i s p ro p o r t io n a te  burdens upon the p o o re r  c l a s s e s  by the e f f e c t  
upon the  in d u s t r i e s  of the country . But th e re  i s  j u s t  one answer to  
make. I  f in d  more so reness  toward myself on t h i s  q u e s t io n  than on 
anything e l s e  t h a t  has come up s ince  I  have been in  congress .  They 
f i n a l l y  say with, some h e a t ,  "Well, I  am n o t  going to  commit p o l i t i ­
c a l  su ic id e  by v o tin g  a g a in s t  i t  whether we can a f fo rd  i t  o r n o t ."
I  thank God t h a t  a t  any r a t e ,  whether I  am r i g h t  or wrong, I  b e l ie v e  
I  am r i g h t  and I  care  more f o r  th a t  than f o r  ano ther  terra. I  r e a l i z e  
f u l l y  t h a t  the  s tand I  have taken w i l l  be used by the  Democrats of 
Oklahoma to  the  l i m i t  a g a in s t  me b u t  none of th ese  th in g s  move me.
I  must be r i g h t  w ith  my consc ience .

Whether Miss Robertson was r i g h t  or wrong, the  v e te ra n s  were un­

happy and b i t t e r  toward h e r .  Various American Legion p o s ts  and a u x i l ­

i a r i e s  passed  r e s o lu t io n s  condemning her s tand  on the  b i l l .  There i s  no 

doubt t h a t  when she voted  "nay" on the Bonus B i l l  she l o s t  much of the 

ex -so ld ie r s*  support ,  which had been so s trong  during  her campaign f o r  

Congress.

In  opposing the  T ow ner-S terling  B i l l ,  which prov ided  f o r  a F edera l 

Department of Education and a id  to  ed uca tion  in  the v a r io u s  s t a t e s ,  she 

emphasized what seemed to  her a dangerous encroachment on " in d iv id u a l  

r ig h t s "  and the s a n c t i t y  of the  home. The P r e s id e n t  of the Oklahoma

^^L etter from A lic e  Robertson to  Mrs. Thaw, February l6 ,  1922,
Robertson C o l. ,  T ulsa U.

^^Cong. R e c . , 6? Cong., 1 s e s s . ,  1921, LXI, P a r t  9, p .  ItUW.
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A m erican iza tion  S o c ie ty ,  who worked f o r  the passage of the b i l l ,  c i r c u ­

la te d  to  a l l  the  members of the  o rg a n iz a t io n  a form l e t t e r  which p o in ted  

ou t the  House member’ s o p p o s it io n  to  i t  and s a id  i f  she d id  n o t  change 

her views, "someone e l s e  can b e t t e r  r e p r e s e n t  us in  Congress.

In  re p ly  to  the  A m erican iza tion  S o c ie ty ,  Miss Robertson wrote the 

P r e s id e n t  of the  o rg a n iz a t io n  s e t t i n g  f o r t h  the  reasons  f o r  her opposi­

t i o n  to  the p ro p o sa l .  She sa id  the  school ivas a c o n t in u a t io n  o f  the  home 

and th e re fo re  must be a d ju s te d  to  lo c a l  needs; t h i s  problem belonged to  

the  s t a t e  and n o t  the f e d e ra l  government. She concluded her remarks by 

say ing :^^

I  may say t h a t  my blood goes d i r e c t l y  back through te n  gener­
a t io n s  of P re s b y te r ia n  m in is te r s ,  to  P i lg r im , P u r i ta n ,  and Scotch 
Covenanter, an American o f the s o r t  t h a t  has no drop of b lood  which 
does n o t  flow  through the v e in s  of a s o ld ie r  of the R evo lu tion . S ince 
coming to  Congress I  have a l ig n e d  myself w ith  those who a re  s tubborn ly , 
p e r s i s t e n t l y  f ig h t in g  to  p re v e n t  f u r t h e r  immigration. . . . Atheism, 
icigotrj'-, f a n a t ic i sm ,  de fiance  of American id e a l s —a l l  a re  e v i l s  a t ­
ten d an t  upon the stream  of im m igration.

I  am no coward. Through c e n tu r ie s  iry a n ce s to rs  s u f fe re d  e x i l e ,  
imprisonment, and os trac ism  in  the  cause of r e l i g io u s  freedom. When 
a s trong  c e n t r a l i z e d  power i s  to  be allowed to  c o n tro l  e d u ca tio n a l  
a f f a i r s  i t  w i l l  n o t  be long u n t i l  we have a S ta te  Church. Changes 
of dynasty come to  r e p u b l ic s  as they  used to  come to  m onarchies.

She took a decided s tand  a g a in s t  broadening of immigration laws, 

b e l ie v in g  t h a t  a l l  who l iv e d  in  America should be Americans. She sa id  

t h a t  we take in  fo r e ig n  people so r a p id ly  t h a t  we cannot Americanize them 

and reasoned t h a t  too many were here a lre ad y  who did  no t a p p re c ia te  our

^ ^ L e t te r  from Frank Craig to  Fellow  Worker, A p ri l  li;,  1922, 
Robertson C o l . ,  Tu lsa  U.

^ ^ L e t te r  from A lice  R obertson to  Frank C raig , A p r i l ,  1922,
Robertson C o l . ,  Tulsa U .; The Morning Oregonian, June 17, 1922.
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l i b e r t i e s  and were doing th e i r  b e s t  to  t e a r  down the  n a tio n .

Long b e fo re  she was e le c te d  to  Congress, she was converted  to  the 

p r in c ip le  of t a r i f f  p r o te c t io n  by Horace Speed, Chairman of the Cherokee 

Commission in  I 889 . Because of her support of the  Fordney-McCuraber T a r i f f ,  

she re c e iv e d  many e x p re ss io n s  of g ra t i tu d e  from b u s in e ss  i n t e r e s t s .  She 

was the g u est o f the  W ilbur Wakeman fam ily  of E l t in g v i l l e  Beach, New York, 

j u s t  a few days b e fo re  she d e liv e re d  her speech to  the  House. Mr. Wake­

man was s e c re ta ry  of the American P ro te c tiv e  T a r i f f  League and became a
Ln

c o n tr ib u to r  to  the  campaign the  R ep resen ta tiv e  made fo r  r e - e le c t io n .

T 68In  summapi'’ sne sa id :

I  am so g lad  I  am an American. I  am so g lad  I  am a P ro te c tio n ­
i s t .  . . .  I  s h a l l  ever be proud and g ra te fu l  th a t  I  had the  p r i v i ­
lege o f v o tin g  f o r  a T a r i f f  Law—a P ro te c tiv e  T a r i f f  Law— to  super­
sede the  F ree Trade Act now in  o p e ra tio n .

L et us conclude w ith  o th e r ex p ress io n s  of my love fo r  the  word 
P ro te c tio n . I t  means so much; i t  does so much; i t  in su re s  so much 
p r o te c t io n  fo r  our i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  and b e s t  of a l l  p ro te c t io n  fo r  our 
homes.

When a measure î ras in troduced  in  the House to  g ive p o l i t i c a l  

pardon to  Eugene V. Debs, Miss R obertson opposed i t .  She sa id  th a t  she 

saw no reason  f o r  pardoning  a man who had been an enemy o f the United 

S ta te s  du ring  the  war as he was, and f e l t  c e r ta in  th a t  Debs had experienced

^^I b i d . ; L e t te r  from A lice  Robertson to  Frank C ra ig , A p r il ,  1922, 
R obertson C o l., Tulsa U.

L e t te r  from E. H. Gary, P re s id e n t of U.S. S te e l  Company to  Miss 
A lice  R obertson , September 1922; L e tte r  from W ilbur Wakeman to  Miss 
A lice  R obertson , December 7, 1922; L e t te r  from A lice  R obertson to  Augusta 
Moore, June 7, 1922; T ypew ritten  l i s t  of campaign c o n tr ib u tio n s , R obert­
son C o l. , T u lsa  U.

^^Cong. R ec ., 6? Cong., 2 s e s s . ,  1922, LXII, P a r t  13, pp . 137L7-50.
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"no change o f h e a rt"  and th a t  he should be k ep t in  p r i s o n . She fough t

a g a in s t  ra d ic a lism  in  every form and warned of l e t t in g  Bolshevism  t r in k le

in  th rough  E l l i s  I s la n d . "Be c o n se rv a tiv e , avoid a l l  fa d s  and fa n c ie s ,"  

70she ad v ised .

When the  b i l l  came up b e fo re  the House to  lend R ussia  $50,000,000

fo r  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  purposes as a r e s u l t  o f the war and re v o lu tio n , the

lady l e g i s l a to r  voted  a g a in s t  i t  and sa id  she thought the  U nited S ta te s

71should keep i t s  money a t  home. In  a speech she sa id :

I  though t of a l l  those l i t t l e  c h ild re n  back on the  farm in  Okla­
homa who a lread y  cannot wear shoes because of the c ru e l burden of 
w ar’ s ta x a t io n , and I  thought when those c h ild re n  a re  c lo th ed  and fed 
and th e i r  f a th e r s  ou t of d eb t, i t  w i l l  be time to  send our m illio n s  
to  R u ss ia .

L e t R ussia  le a rn . I t  w il l  be a le sso n  to  those who have allowed 
them selves to  become em broiled in  the t e r r o r s  of Bolshevism and 
S o v ie tism .

In  one in s ta n c e . Miss R obertson re lin q u ish e d  her o p p o s itio n  to  

p a te rn a lism  in  government and vo ted  fo r  fe d e ra l  a id  to  c o tto n  fa rm ers.

The R eso lu tio n  fo r  the E ra d ic a tio n  of the Pink C otton B o ll Worm proposed 

th a t  the  F ed era l Government pay the  farm ers whose crops had been in fe s te d  

by the  worm the r e n ta l  value of the land i f  they would l e t  i t  l i e  id le  or 

p la n t  i t  w ith  some crop o th e r  than  c o tto n . She d ec la red  her support fo r  

the  b i l l  because i t  would be a s e r io u s  r i s k  to  run  s h o r t  of the  supply of 

c o tto n  when i t  was so im portan t in  the case o f war. She added th a t  the 

s ta te  of Oklahoma was plagued by c o tto n  ra is in g  Democratsj i f  the

6 ? I b id . , 1 s e s s . ,  1921, LXI, P a r t  8, p .  8 l53 .

7 ^^o rtlan d  (Oregon) Telegram , June 21, 1922.

^Okmulgee Times,  July 12, 1922.
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72government kep t them from p la n tin g  c o tto n  they  m ight leave the  s t a t e .

In  the sp rin g  of 1922, Lady A sto r , member of the B r i t i s h  P a r l i a ­

ment, made a v i s i t  to  the U nited S ta te s .  Being the  only woman in  the 

U nited S ta te s  C ongress, A lice  R obertson was given th e  honor of appearing

on v a rio u s  programs w ith  h e r . T h r i l le d ,  she wrote h er s i s t e r  A ugusta,

73"Imagine me e sco rted  to  d in n e r by Lord A stor!
7l_

An in v i ta t io n  from the League f o r  P o l i t i c a l  E ducation  r e a d : '

%  Dear Miss Robertson:

Mr. Henry W. T a f t ,  and a l l  of our o f f ic e r s  a re  much p leased  a t  
your acceptance o f the in v i ta t io n  o f the  League fo r  P o l i t i c a l  Edu­
c a tio n  to  be a s p e c ia l g u est a t  the F arew ell d in n e r to  Lord and Lady 
A sto r, to  be given Monday evening . May 22, a t  e ig h t  o’c lo ck  a t  H otel 
A sto r.

Miss Spence, founder and head of the Spence School, i s  to  p re s id e  
and the p r in c ip a l  ad d resses  w i l l  be made by Lady A stor and her hus­
band. We would be very  happy, however, i f  you would speak f o r  n o t to  
exceed f i f t e e n  m inutes. There w i l l  be one o th e r speaker, a man, fo r  
the same le n g th  of tim e, b o th  th ese  ad d re sses  p reced in g  th a t  by Lac^ 
A sto r.

A very  in te r e s t in g  account of the  m eeting o f th ese  two a t  the 

N ational P ress  Club read :?^

Miss A lice  R obertson and Lady A sto r s a t  s id e  by s id e  t h i s  a f t e r ­
noon in  the N a tio n a l P ress  Club, c h a tte d  p le a s a n t ly ,  s a t  f o r  pho to ­
graphs and acted  very  much l ik e  o rd in a ry  women, r a th e r  than  world 
c e l e b r i t i e s .

72Cong. R e c ., 67 Cong., 1 s e s s . ,  1921, LXI, P a r t  S, p . 14352.

73L e tte r  from A lice  R obertson to  Augusta Moore, May, 1922, R obert­
son C o l., Tulsa U.

V  ) I
L e tte r  from R obert E rsk ine E ly , D ire c to r  of the League fo r  P o l i ­

t i c a l  E ducation , to  A lice  R obertson , May l5 , 1922, R obertson C o l., T u lsa  U.
75Muskogee D aily  Phoenix , n .d . ,  H ise l C o l.; L e t te r  from W alker S. 

Buel to  A lice  R obertson , A p ril 26, 1922, R obertson C o l.,  T ulsa U.
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Lady A sto r, young and b e a u t i f u l ,  handsomely gowned, p re sen ted  a 
c o n tr a s t  to  the sweet faced  gray h a ire d  woman from Muskogee.

One, the w ife of a w ealthy  t i t l e d  Englishm an, the  o th e r a humble 
worker among the In d ia n s , making her l iv in g  from a c a f e te r i a ,  they  
commanded equal r e s p e c t  from the  hundreds of newspaper men a t  the 
N a tio n a l C a p ita l who assem bled to  g re e t  them on the  occasion  of t h e i r  
f i r s t  m eeting.

" I  am n o t su rp r is e d  th a t  t h i s  broad  minded, s e n s ib le  woman, w ith  
her k in d ly  reg ard  f o r  every  one, h e r f irm  adherence to  p r in c ip le s  and 
her courage should have been s e le c te d  by her c o n s t i tu e n ts  to  re p re ­
s e n t them in  con g ress . Miss R obertson i s  a charming woman, and I  am 
g lad  to  have met h e r ,” Lady A stor commented.

"Lady A sto r i s  a l iv e  w ire ,"  sa id  Miss A lic e , "She is  as v e r s i -  
t i l e  as  Theodore R oosevelt was. P re s id e n t  R oosevelt was e q u a lly  a t  
home in  the  p a la c e s  of a king o r in  a h u n te r ’ s cab in , and Lady A sto r 
rem inds me very  much o f him. I  am g re a t ly  p leased  to  have met her and 
most fav o ra b ly  im pressed w ith  the woman member of the B r i t i s h  P a r l i a ­
m ent."

A h igh  honor came to  the c e le b ra te d  l e g i s l a to r  w hile  she was in  

Congress when she was given the gavel by the  House Speaker. I t  was the 

f i r s t  tim e in  h is to ry  a woman p re s id e d  over the House. The .Ambassador 

from P eru , F. A. P e z e t, made the  fo llo w in g  comment:

For the  f i r s t  time in  the an n a ls  of h is to r y ,  a lady  R epresen ta­
t iv e  in  th e  p a rlia m e n t of a g re a t n a tio n  became Speaker P ro-tem pore: 
th e  m otion under debate being  the  passage of a j o i n t  r e s o lu t io n  of 
S enate and the  House o f R ep re se n ta tiv e s  o f the U .S .A ., a u th o r iz in g  
the  P re s id e n t to  ap p o in t a s p e c ia l  m issio n  to  r e p re s e n t  the govern­
ment and peop le  of the U nited S ta te s  a t  the  c e le b ra t io n  of the  one 
hundred th  an n iv e rsa ry  of the  P roclam ation  o f the  Independence of the 
S i s t e r  R epublic o f P eru . F low ers were p re se n te d  to  h e r bound by the 
c o lo u rs  o f Peru  a s  a token  of r e s p e c t  and ad m ira tio n .

An even g re a te r  re c o g n itio n  was bestowed on Oklahoma’ s re p re se n ­

ta t iv e  by the P re s id e n t  of the  U nited  S ta te s  when he s e le c te d  her to  

re p re s e n t  him a t  the annual Rose F e s t iv a l  in  P o r tla n d , Oregon. She w o  te

^ ^ L e tte r  from F. A. P eze t to  A lice  R obertson , Ju ly  28, 1921, 
R obertson C o l., T u lsa  U .; The D aily  News (S an ta  B arbara , C a l i f . ) ,  J u ly  $, 
1921.



Mrs. Thaw the news saying:??

I  have a w onderful experience ahead of me, as I  have rece iv ed  an 
in v i t a t io n  to  go to  P o r tla n d , Oregon. The in v i ta t io n  w ire says "as  
the  p e rso n a l re p re s e n ta t iv e  of the P re s id e n t a t  the  Rose F e s t iv a l  on 
June 2 1 s t, 22nd, and 23rd ."

Honors were accorded her th a t  would have been given to  the P re s i-

78d en t, in c lu d in g  the  P r e s id e n t ia l  s a lu te .

During her campaign. Miss R obertson had prom ised to  do something 

fo r  the d is a b le d  s o ld ie r s ,  and one of the th in g s  she s e t  ou t to  do was to  

lo c a te  a h o s p i ta l  in  Oklahoma. W ithout h o s p i ta l  f a c i l i t i e s ,  the  v e te ra n s  

had to  go to  Texas to  g e t tre a tm e n t. The Oklahoma L e g is la tu re  passed  a 

law in  March, 1921, p ro v id in g  f o r ty  a c re s  of state-ow ned land f o r  the  p u r­

pose o f e re c t in g  such a h o s p i ta l ,  b u t in  th e  ev en t none of the  p u b lic

land was a c c e p ta b le , $100,000 was ap p ro p ria te d  fo r  the purpose of secu ring  

79the s u i ta b le  s i t e .

In  a l e t t e r  to  the  C ongressional Committee on H o sp i ta l iz a t io n ,

Miss R obertson urged the  lo c a tin g  o f the  h o s p ita l  in  the s ta t e  o f Okla­

homa. She a ls o  e n l i s te d  the  a id  of Mrs. Thaw to  in flu en ce  the  committee

and S e c re ta ry  of the T reasu ry , Andrew ¥ . M ellon. Mellon complied w ith  the
Rnre q u e s t b u t  d id  n o t g e t immediate r e s u l t s .

? ? L e tte r  from A lice  R obertson to  Mrs. Thaw, May 30, 1922; L e t te r  
from F lo rence  C. M cC rillis  to  A lice  R obertson, June 5, 1922, R obertson 
C o l., T u lsa  U.

78The Morning Oregonian, June 17, 1922; Foreman, "Honorable A lice  
R obertson ,"  17.

?^Frank 0 . Eagin and C. W. Eaton (com p.), Oklahoma S ta tu te s  (Okla­
homa C ity , 1932), I I ,  12015-16.

00
L e t te r  from W illiam  C. W hite, S e c re ta ry  to  C ongressional Com­

m itte e  on H o s p i ta l iz a t io n ,  to  A lice  R obertson , March 28, 1921, R obertson 
C o l., T u lsa  U.
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Another scheme was dev ised  whereby the  s ta t e  of Oklahoma would 

ap p ro p ria te  the  money and d i r e c t  the b u ild in g  of the h o s p ita l  and then  

i t  would be leased  to  the  F ed era l Government. The b u ild in g  was lo ca ted  

a t  Muskogee, and the  ad v o ca te r of the p r o je c t  im m ediately s e t  ou t to  ob­

ta in  the  le a s e . W ith the help of the Oklahoma d e le g a tio n  in  W ashington, 

e sp e c ia l ly  S enato r H a rre ld , the  le a se  was completed in  1923, and the h osp i­

t a l  was opened f o r  o p e ra tio n . Colonel Hugh S c o t t ,  a c tiv e  in  the American 

Legion in  Oklahoma, and an o f f i c i a l  in  the V eterans Bureau, a ided  in  the

consumation of the p la n s , and when the h o s p ita l  was opened was p laced  in  
81charge.

Oklahoma C ity , T u lsa , and sev e ra l c i t i e s  o f the  s ta te  o ffe re d  a 

lo c a tio n  fo r  the h o s p i ta l ,  b u t i t  was b u i l t  in  Muskogee on land a d ja c e n t

to  Sawokla. The American Legion had decided on th i s  lo c a t io n  in  a S ta te
8?Convention held  in  January  1922, a t  Enid.

While in  C ongress, Miss R obertson in tro d u ced  a to t a l  of s ix te e n  

b i l l s .  Two of them were f o r  the  purpose of ex tend ing  time needed fo r  

b u ild in g  of b rid g e s  a c ro ss  the  Arkansas R iver a t  F o r t Gibson and Webber 

F a l ls  in  Oklahoma. These m easures were re p o rte d  fav o rab ly  by the Com­

m itte e  on Roads and B ridges and p assed . Another was fo r  the c o n s tru c tio n  

of a m il i ta r y  road  to  the  n a tio n a l cem etery a t  F o r t  Gibson, b u t i t  d ied  

in  com m ittee. She in tro d u ced  a b i l l  f o r  the  c o n s tru c tio n  of a p u b lic

^^Muskogee Phoenix , March 30, no y e a r .  C lipp ing  in  R obertson 
C o l., T u lsa  U .j Frank 0 . Eagin ( e d . ) ,  S essio n  Laws, 1921 (Oklahoma C ity , 
1921), 230; D aily  Oklahoman, November 12, 1922; L e t te r  from Hugh B. Davis, 
A d ju tan t, American Legion, to  A lice  R obertson , February 12, 1922, R obert­
son C o l. , T ulsa U.

82D aily  Oklahoman, November 12, 1922; A lic e  R obertson's unpublish­
ed fo ld e r , n .d . ,  Robertson C o l. ,  Tulsa U.



b u ild in g  a t  Wagoner, Oklahoma, b u t  i t  was n o t rep o rted  ou t of com m ittee. 

Another p ro p o sa l would have p rov ided  p en sio n s  fo r  old deputy m arshals  of 

the  F ed e ra l C ourt who had served  during  t e r r i t o r i a l  days b u t i t  too  f a i l e d  

of p a ssa g e . She was au th o r of a measure which would allow  f r e e  m ailing  

of p u b lic a t io n s  f o r  the  b l in d ;  t h i s  b i l l  a lso  was d e fe a te d . O thers in t r o ­

duced were fo r  the  r e l i e f  of "C e rta in  E a s te rn  Cherokees"—J . L. Holmes, 

r e l i e f ;  D aniel S to c to n , r e l i e f ;  Rebecca W ilson, r e l i e f ;  Dick, Jan e , to  

p en sio n ; American A llie d  In su rance  Company, r e l i e f ;  E d ith  B on ter, to  pen­

s io n ; N arc issu s  B u tle r , to  p en sio n ; Tenn}"- A. L i t t le jo h n ,  to  p en sio n ; 

Meranda W. Sw all, to  p ension . A l l  o f th ese  d ied  in  committee.

A lice  Robertson*s c o n tr ib u tio n  to  le g i s la t i o n  during  two y e a rs  

in  Congress was n e g l ig ib le .  H is to ry  would n o t be a l te r e d  in  any p e r ­

c e p tib le  way i f  she had never t r i e d  her hand a t  law making. She knew 

l i t t l e  o f government and the p la ce  of the  v o te r  in  p o l i t i c s .  She mis­

judged the  p a s t ,  and her a p p ra is a l  of h e r contem poraries was p o o r. Of 

the s ix te e n  b i l l s  she in troduced  only two were p assed , and th ey  were 

lo c a l  m easures. One b i l l  was of n a tio n a l  scope b u t  of minor s ig n if ic a n c e ,  

and i t  f a i l e d  of passag e . Her b r i e f  C ongressional v en tu re  added l i t t l e  

to  the s ta tu r e  of the  new s ta t e  of Oklahoma.

The r e s p o n s ib i l i t i e s  of h e r o f f ic e  and the  added s t r a in  of p u b lic  

appearances were a lm ost too much f o r  her to  b e a r . In  A p ril 1922, she 

spoke a t  th e  R epublican S ta te  C onvention in  M a i n e . I n  May o f the  same

^"Cong. R ec ., 6? Cong., 1 s e s s . ,  1921, LXI, P a r t  9, p . 271; I b i d . , 
2 s e s s . ,  1922, LXII, P a r t  13, p . 2ldi.

^ ^ L e tte r  from Marion E. Brown to  A lice  R obertson, January  9,
1922, R obertson C o l., T ulsa U.
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y e a r  she was appoin ted  by Governor J .  B. A. R obertson of Oklahoma as a 

d e leg a te  to  the  Tw enty-S ixth Annual Meeting o f the  American Academy of 

P o l i t i c a l  and S o c ia l Science which was h e ld  in  P h ila d e lp h ia .^ ^

W riting  to  her s i s t e r  Augusta abou t the  heavy d u tie s  of her o ff ic e  

she said,® ^

I  have to  a llow  m yself te n  m inutes from my o f f ic e  to  the  house 
when I  could e a s i ly  do i t  in  fo u r , because I  have to  shake hands 
w ith  people  along th e  ro ad .

In  a l e t t e r  to  her o th e r s i s t e r ,  Grace Merriman, she w rote:

I  have r e a l ly  had a tremendous p h y s ic a l s t r a in ,  and the f a c t  th a t  
everybody working in  o f f ic e  is  going to  schoo l, makes i t  r a th e r  
d i f f i c u l t  to  g e t my correspondence a tten d ed  to . I  have tu rned  a new 
le a f  th i s  morning and I  am n o t going to  n e g le c t those n e a re s t  and 
d e a re s t  to  me, w hether I  come back to  Congress or n o t.

I  do w ith o u t shopping f o r  m yself. I  wear h o le s  in  ray s to ck in g s .
Sometimes I  am two o r th re e  weeks w ith  a broken shoe s t r in g ,  and I  
am g e tt in g  t i r e d  of p u t t in g  m yself to  the  l a s t .

In  s p i te  of the  s t r a i n  of d u tie s  and her com plain t o f being  t i r e d ,

A lice  R obertson decided to  run  f o r  r e - e le c t io n  to  C ongress. Imm ediately

a f t e r  re tu rn in g  from the Rose F e s t iv a l  in  Oregon, she went to  her home
88

d i s t r i c t  in  Oklahoma and began h er second campaign.

^ ^ L e tte r  from A lice  R obertson  to  Governor J .  B. A. R obertson , 
May h,  1922, R obertson C o l.,  T u lsa  U.

^ ^ L e tte r  from A lice  R obertson  to  Ann Augusta Moore, May 6 , 1921, 
R obertson C o l., T u lsa  U.

87L e tte r  from A lice  R obertson  to  Grace Merriman, A p ril 2k,  1922, 
R obertson  C o l., T u lsa  U.

^^P o rtlan d  O regonian, June 21, 1922.



CHAPTER Vin 

THE DEFEATED CANDIDATE

The f i r s t  few y e a rs  of the 192 0 's were memorable ones fo r  the 

s ta t e  of Oklahoma. Women were made e l ig ib le  to  hold  o f f ic e  and vo te ; 

the U. S. Supreme C ourt made i t s  d e c is io n  concern ing  the  sou thern  bound­

ary  between Oklahoma and Texas in  fav o r of the fo rm er;^  and a race  r i o t
2

in  Tulsa which began May 31, 1921, gained n a tio n a l a t te n t io n .  Before

the mad decade was over, Oklahoma was to  see i t s  s ta t e  government th o r­

oughly d is c re d ite d  by impeachments, scan d a ls , and the po ison  of h a tred  

and b ig o try .

Thus when the  second d i s t r i c t  Congresswoman made her b id  fo r  r e -  

e le c t io n  in  1922, co n d itio n s  were no t the same as they were two y e a rs  be­

fo r e .  The peop le  had r e a l iz e d  th a t  they  had n o t cured a l l  t h e i r  i l l s  by 

changing p a r t i e s .  B esides, she had a lie n a te d  many of her lo y a l su p p o rte rs  

because of the  s tan d  she took on some of the is su e s  b e fo re  the  coun try .

In  beg inn ing  her canpaign f o r  r e - e le c t io n  to  Congress, A lice

R obertson chose Coweta as the  s ta r t in g  p la c e . She w rote Mrs. Thaw:-^

^Oklahoma ^  T exas, 162 U. S . ,  2^2, 372 (1921).

^S ca les , " P o l i t i c a l  H is to ry ,"  222.

^ L e tte r  from A lice  R obertson to  Mrs. Thaw, June 9, 1922, R obert­
son C o l. , T u lsa  U.
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I have selected Coweta as the place to open wy cançaign because 
that is  the s ite  of the f i r s t  Presbyterian Mission among the Creeks, 
where ray father met my mother more than seventy years ago. I  do not 
know what shape I w ill  find things in , except that a l l  the le tte r s  I 
get seem very  favorable.

Walking onto the platform with Bible in hand and bowed head, she 

began her speech by reading a few passages from the scriptures and then 

announced her candidacy for second term to Congress. The platform she 

used in the f i r s t  campaign was repeated, "I am a Christian; I am an 

American; I am a Republican,"^

The w ell-liked and respected leg isla tor  had the loyal svçsport of 

her colleagues in the House and Senate. She made the statement:^

I f  i t  depended tpon the House of Representatives whether or not 
I would return, I would be elected unanimously. I have but one 
eneny in Congress. His name is  Blanton, and he is  the biggest lia r  
in the country.

A new^aper columnist wrote of her:^

Partisanship is  keen in the House of Representatives, but i f  the 
members of that body had the fin a l say. Miss Alice Mary Robertson of 
Oklahoma would be reelected hands-down next November. Miss Alice  
. . . has the respect and esteem of a l l  the members regardless of 
their p o lit ic a l a f f i lia t io n s . They would lik e  nothing better than to 
aid her, i f  i t  were possib le , and insure her a second term.

. . . Miss Robertson says more in two minutes than most members 
say in an hour. She squelched Representative Tom Blanton of Texas, 
when he opposed the House Resolution to inçrove the quality of food 
in the House Restaurant, which for a l l  the world reminded me of an 
old-fashioned school marm dressing down an unruly ptç>il.

Another comment added:.7

Portland Oregonian, June 21, 1922.

^Okmulgee Times, July 12, 1922.

^Boston Transcript, June 1, 1922.

^Unclassified newspaper clipping by George W. Summers in Robertson 
C ol., Okla. H ist. Soc.
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I f  the  p re s s  i s  a  c r i t e r i a n ,  the  peop le  a t  la rg e  f e e l  the  same 
way. Some may oppose h e r s tan d  on in d iv id u a l m easures, b u t  from 
one end of the  country  to  th e  o th e r she has been commended f o r  her 
ab so lu te  hon esty , her adherence to  her c o n v ic tio n  o f d u ty  and h er 
s tan d  on the  m a tte rs  b e fo re  h e r , r e g a rd le s s  o f p o l i t i c a l  conse­
quences.

M iss R obertson*s adventure  in  p o l i t i c s  was n o t co n sidered  a s  a  

te i^ o ra ry  and b r i e f  c a re e r  by c e r ta in  in te r e s te d  p e rso n s . In  th e  words 

o f James A. H a r r is ,  Chairman of the  R epublican  S ta te  Committee and Okla- 

homa*s re p re s e n ta t iv e  on th e  N a tio n a l R epublican  Committee, "She w i l l  make 

the  race  f o r  Congress in  1922 and a f t e r  her second term  a s  congressman
O

w il l  go a f t e r  th e  crown o f S en a to r Owens."

Endorsement o f h e r candidacy  came from  a l l  p a r t s  of th e  coun try  

and from p eop le  in  h igh  o f f i c i a l  p o s i t io n s .  One o f them was from  C olonel 

Hugh S c o t t  who s a id  o f  h e r , "She i s  th e  b e s t  f r ie n d  th a t  any s o ld ie r  of 

any war now l iv in g  has ev er h ad ."^  The R epublican can d id a te  s e le c te d  

S ta te  S en a to r E. M. Frye a s  h e r manager, who a t  once s e t  o u t to  r a i s e  the  

necessa ry  su p p o rt fo r  the  p o l i t i c a l  c o n te s t .  He had some d i f f i c u l t y  in  

c re a t in g  f in a n c ia l  i n t e r e s t  in  her campaign in  the  s t a t e  and w rote to  one 

of h is  c o n tr ib u to r s  and s a id , " I t  is  s u rp r is in g  how d i f f i c u l t  i t  seems to  

be to  r a i s e  even th e  sm all amount a  can d id a te  f o r  Congress i s  a llow ed to  

spend.

One of th e  g r e a te s t  d i f f i c u l t i e s  the  incumbent had to  overcome in  

h e r b id  f o r  r e - e le c t io n  was th e  f ie r c e  o p p o s itio n  of the  v e te ra n s . They

^ U n c la ss if ie d  newspaper c lip p in g  in  R obertson  C o l.,  O kla. H is t .  Soc.

^ L e tte r  from Hugh S c o t t  to  the  People o f the  Second Oklahoma Con­
g re s s io n a l D i s t r i c t ,  O ctober 10, 1922, R obertson  C o l. ,  T u lsa  U.

^ ^ L e tte r  from E. M. Frye to  J .  J .  McGraw, P re s id e n t  o f th e  Exchange 
Bank, T u lsa , Oklahoma, September it, 1922, R obertson  C o l. ,  T u lsa  Ü.
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f e l t  she had b e tra y e d  them in  h e r s tan d  a g a in s t  th e  bonus b i l l .  The Musko­

gee American Legion in v ite d  h e r to  make a  ^ e e c h  a t  i t s  m eeting and ex­

p la in  h e r  reaso n s  f o r  opposing the  m easure. W ith courage and f ra n k n e ss , 

she made h e r appearance b e fo re  h e r "beys'* and s ta te d  t h a t  the  country  

could n o t a f fo rd  such a la rg e  ex p en d itu re  a t  t h i s  tim e and th a t  i f  the  

re q u e s t was g ran ted  th e  burden  o f i t  would u n ju s t ly  f a l l  on th e  sh o u ld ers  

of the  fa rm ers and p ro d u c e rs . B es id es , i t  would be u n f a i r  to  th e  s o ld ie r s  

them selves, because i t  would mean a su rren d e r o f  any help by th e  govern­

ment in  the  f u tu r e .  As she f e a r l e s s ly  c losed  h e r speech and was leav in g  

the assem bly she s a id ,  "How, do what you want to ,  b o y s ."  They a l l  stood 

and gave h er a  resound ing  o v a tio n  because th ey  knew she was th e i r  f r ie n d  

and had done so much f o r  them in  th e  p a s t .  When the  tim e came f o r  con­

demning the  w e a k e r  as  a  c a n d id a te , i t  was v o ted  down by a  sm all a a jo r -  

i t y ;  however, th ey  d id  fa v o r  a  r e s o lu t io n  p ro v id in g  f o r  the  bonus.

The V eterans o f F o re ig n  Wars a ls o  in v ite d  h e r to  speak to  them, 

b u t  th ey  were n o t so kind in  the  tre a tm e n t o f th e i r  g u e s t . D uring h er 

speech, they  heck led  h er w ith  q u e s tio n s . One o f the  men asked i f  she 

would rem ain in  o p p o s itio n  to  th e  bonus i f  the  m a jo rity  o f the v o te rs  

proved fa v o ra b le  to  i t .  She answered th a t  th e  q u e s tio n  was a  p o l i t i c a l

t r i c k  and re fu se d  to  r e p ly . In  s p i te  of h e r p le a ,  they  voted  a  re s o lu -

12t io n  condemning h e r s tan d .

The form er s o ld ie r s  f e l t  th ey  had n o t been  rewarded s u f f i c i e n t ly  

w hile th ey  were f ig h t in g  th e  c o u n try 's  b a t t l e s  a t  v e ry  low pay w hereas

^^Muskogee D aily Phoenix, March 31, 1922.

^^ Ib id .,  March 3 , 1922; Tulsa D aily World, March k, 1922.
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m unition firm s  made m il l io n s  f o r  th e i r  owners and w orkers. In  answ ering 

th e i r  c o itp la in ts , she gave what they  f e l t  was a  weak and naive  re p ly . 

Obviously she d id  n o t understand  the  deep f e e l in g s  o f the  e x - s o ld ie r s  in  

reg a rd  to  the bonus q u e s tio n . She sa id :^ ^

The s o ld ie r s  f e e l  th a t  i t  i s  wrong f o r  them to  have fo u g h t and 
b le d  f o r  alm ost no th ing  in  m a te r ia l  reward w hile  the  b ig  war lo rd s  
have amassed g re a t  fo r tu n e s  by t h e i r  war time g r a f t .  I t  i s  tru e  
th a t  the  p r o f i t e e r s  have tak en  g r e a t  t o l l  b u t  the  Lord w i l l  d e a l w ith  
them in  h is  tim e and in  h is  way. I  understand  alm ost a l l  o f  those 
who p e c u la te d  in  sugar a re  now b a n k n ç it . . . . L e t the  s o ld ie r s  
remegÂer th ey  have gained g re a t  th in g s  to o , knowledge, ex p erience  
and wisdom.

The E xecu tive  Committee o f th e  American Legion A u x ilia ry , D epart­

ment o f Oklahoma, o f f i c i a l l y  condemned the  Congresswoman f o r  h e r oppo­

s i t i o n  to  th e  bonus in  the  fo llo w in g  re s o lu t io n :

Be i t  re so lv e d ; T hat w hereas Miss A lic e  R obertson , Congresswoman 
from Muskogee, has on more th an  one occasion  d ec la red  she opposed the 
f iv e  fo ld  A djusted  Compensation B i l l ,  and W hereas, she i s  th e  only 
member o f the  House o f R e p re se n ta tiv e s  from Oklahoma, r e g a rd le s s  of 
p o l i t i c a l  a f f i l i a t i o n ,  who vo ted  a g a in s t  th e  f iv e  fo ld  com pensation 
p la n .

T h e re fo re , be  i t  re so lv e d  th a t  the  E xecu tive  Committee o f  the  
American Legion A u x ilia ry , Departm ent o f Oklahoma, in  b u s in e s s  se s ­
s io n  assem bled t h i s  te n th  day of A p r i l ,  1922, go on reco rd  a s  con­
demning such a c t io n  on h e r p a r t  a s  unworthy of American womanhood.

The courageous can d id a te  was n o t a f r a id  o f th ese  a t ta c k s .  When

she had to ld  Frank C ra ig  th a t  she was no coward, i t  was no id le  b o a s t .

15She added:

. . .  I  came o f  b rave  s to c k . g ran d fa th e r was n o t a f r a id  to  
q^end fo u r  y e a rs  in  p r is o n  f o r  th e  Cherokee N ation  and when he

11
Okmulgee Times, J u ly  12, 1922,

^^R eso lu tion  o f E xecu tive  Committee o f the American Legion A uxil­
ia ry ,  Departm ent o f Cklahoma, R obertson  C o l., T u lsa  U.

^% e n ry e tta  F ree Lance, J u ly  3 , 1922.
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re tu rn e d  th ey  would have c a s t  him o u t. He was n o t a f r a id ,  why should 
I  be?

Ever s in ce  the stormy b a t t l e  over the Sheppard-Towner B i l l ,  the 

em battled  re p re s e n ta t iv e  had in cu rred  the  b i t t e r  o p p o s itio n  o f the  v a rio u s  

women*s o rg a n iz a tio n s  over the  coun try  and each  gave ou t v e rb a l b l a s t s  

a g a in s t  the  o th e r .  Prom inent women of the  s ta t e  o f  Oklahoma and in  o th e r 

p a r t s  of the n a tio n  openly a tta c k e d  th e i r  opponent even b e fo re  she began 

h er race  f o r  r e - e le c t io n ;  the  a t ta c k s  in c reased  in  in te n s i ty  u n t i l  the 

casça ig n  ended.

In  one o f her in te rv ie w s , Miss R obertson issu ed  a  s ta tem en t which 

b rough t v io le n t  r e a c t io n  from th e  women*s groups. When asked i f  she 

thought th a t  in  one hundred y e a rs  a  la rg e  p a r t  o f the  membership in  Con­

g re ss  would be women, she re p l ie d :

I  hope n o t. Women in  p o l i t i c s  a re  so l ik e ly  to  be r a d ic a l .  Such 
u n th in k ab le  th e o r ie s  a s  those of b i r t h  c o n tro l a re  l ik e ly  to  be found 
running ram pant among those  women who a re  a c tiv e  in  p o l i t i c s .

As th ey  tend to  take  tu rn s  w ith  th e i r  husbands in  Congress they  
w i l l  p robab ly  i n s i s t  t h a t  th e i r  husbands take  tu rn s  w ith  them in  tlie 
b e a rin g  o f c h ild re n . I  dep lo re  woman*s tendency to  d r i f t  away from 
the home.

The League of Women V oters in v ite d  Lady A ste r to  ad d ress  th e  Pan- 

American Women*s Congress which met in  B altim ore in  May 1922. I t  would 

have been expected th a t  they  would in v i te  her American c o u n te rp a r t to  a t ­

tend th e  a f f a i r  b u t  such was n o t the  e ase . She f e l t  the  rebuke v ery  

keen ly , and w ith  obvious resen tm en t issu ed  a s ta tem en t to  th e  p re s s  th a t  

from th en  on i t  was open war between her and th e  Women*s League of V oters

^̂ Knickerbocker Press (New York), A pril 9, 1922, c lip p in g  in
Robertson C o l., Tulsa Ü.
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and a l l  o th e r s im ila r  o rg a n iz a tio n s .^ ^

Jane Addaras, prom inent refo rm er and head o f the  Women*s I n te r ­

n a tio n a l League fo r  Peace and Freedom, opposed the  Congresswoman*s r e -  

e le c t io n .  An o f f i c i a l  s ta tem en t from th e  o rg a n iz a tio n  o f which Jane Addams 

was the  head s ta te d  t h a t  i t  co n sidered  Miss R obertson as  advocating  meas­

u re s  o f " s p e c ia l  fa v o rs  to  s p e c ia l  c la s s e s .

The Oklahoma League o f Women V oters in v ite d  Mrs. R ichard  Edwards 

o f P eru , In d ia n a , V ic e -P re s id en t of the n a tio n a l o rg a n iz a tio n , to  speak 

a t  i t s  f i r s t  annual convention  in  1922. She s a id ;^ ^

As a  R epublican woman I  r e g r e t  th e  newspaper prominence g iven  a  
woman of Miss R o b e rtso n 's  ty p e . H e rse lf  a p o l i t i c a l  a c c id e n t, in  
h e r co n ten p t o f women and th e i r  a b i l i t y ,  h er t o t a l  ignorance o f women 
and women's a f f a i r s ,  she fo r tu n a te ly  in  no way re p re se n ts  women, though 
she s i t s  as the  only woman in  C ongress. A c tu a lly  what Miss R obertson  
says o r  th in k s  i s  n e g l ig ib le .  The women in  vay p a r t  o f the  co u n try  know 
th a t  she never re p re se n te d  th e  demands o f women, nor concerned h e r s e l f  
w ith  the  th in g s  women's o rg a n iz a tio n s  were developing  th roughou t th e  
co u n try .

Mrs. C h este r H. P eo p les, Oklahoma d e leg a te  to  the  Pan-American 

Women's C ongress, had something to  say about h e r fe llo w  townsman in  a  

^ e e c h  b e fo re  the  assem bly. She sa id  o f Miss Robertson;^®

P lease  do n o t judge Oklahoma by Miss R obertson . . . . She i s  en­
t i r e l y  o u t of tune w ith  Oklahoma's id e a s  and p ro g re s s iv e n e ss . . . .
She i s  a s ta n d p a t te r ,  pure  and sim ple . . . . She was a g a in s t  su ffra g e

17W orcester Telegram  (M assach u se tts), May 12, 1922, c lip p in g  in  
Robertson C o l.,  T u lsa  U.

1R
D e tro it  Free P re s s , J u ly  29, 1922, c lip p in g  in  R obertson  C o l. ,

T u lsa  Ü.

^ ^ U n c la ss ified  newspaper c l ip p in g , n .d . ,  R obertson  C o l. ,  T u lsa  U.

^̂ agon er Record-Democrat (Oklahoma) , May it, 1922, c lip p in g  in
Robertson C o l., Tulsa U.
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to  s t a r t  w ith  and now a f t e r  we have won the f i g h t  she s te p s  in  and 
w alks away w ith  th e  o f f ic e .

In  the p rim ary , the  c o n g re ss io n a l incumbent was opposed by Qus

T inch  of S a llis a w , who had supported  h e r in  the  f i r s t  cançiaign. Tinch was

nom inated by h is  p a r ty  in  1918 and opposed W. W. H astings in  the  November

e le c t io n ,  b u t was d e fe a te d  11,601 to  7 ,670 . The lady  can d id a te  made an

a c tiv e  campaign, covering  seven c o u n tie s  in  seven days. When the  p rim ary

re tu rn s  were in , she had d e fe a te d  her opponent by a m a jo rity  o f a lm ost

th re e  to  one. In  th e  Dem ocratic Prim ary H astin g s  d e fe a te d  h is  opponent,

21Oscar S tew art, f o r  the  nom ination by a m a jo rity  of two to  one.

During the  l a s t  of J u ly , Miss R obertson had to  tak e  time ou t from 

h er campaign and made a t r i p  to  W ashington on a m a tte r  of pa tro n ag e  in
Op

h er d i s t r i c t .  I t  concerned the  S uperin tendency  o f th e  Five C iv il iz e d  

T r ib e s . V ic to r M. Locke h e ld  the p o s t ,  b u t she wanted L. G. Disney ap­

p o in te d , Locke was supported  by A lb e r t B. F a l l ,  S e c re ta ry  of th e  In ­

t e r i o r ,  and S ena to r H arre ld  o f Oklahoma, and he was ap p o in ted . Sensing 

the  r e f l e c t io n  i t  m ight have on h e r campaign, the  Congresswoman flew  to  

W ashington to  see what could  be done abou t i t .  Being unable to  change 

the  appointm ent, she decided  to  r e tu rn  to  Oklahoma and p a tch  up her d i f ­

fe re n c e s  w ith  Locke. She s e n t  him an in v i ta t io n  to  d ine  w ith  h er in  her 

c a f e te r i a  so th a t  the  c o n s t i tu e n ts  would see them in  co n fe ren ce , hoping 

t h i s  evidence would stop any r e p o r t  t h a t  th e re  was tro u b le  betw een her
23

and members of her p a r ty .

^^Oklahoma, D ire c to ry  (1 9 ^7 ), 86, 88, 96; Muskogee D aily
Phoenix , August 2, 1922.

22
I b i d . , J u ly  30, 1922.

^^D aily  Oklahoman, Ju ly  20 , 1922; i b i d . , August S, 1922.
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R e a liz in g  the power o f p a tro n ag e  to  aqy cand ida te  seeking  o f f ic e ,  

she e x p lo ite d  i t s  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  w ith  a l l  h e r m ight, a t  tim es p rov ing  to  

be a s  r u th le s s  as  any o th e r p o l i t i c i a n .  In  September of 1922, she t r i e d  

ag ain  to  see what could  be done in  tu rn in g  th e  patronage in  the  In d ian  

S erv ice  to  h e r fa v o r . She w rote a  l e t t e r  to  th e  Honorable H. P . Spyder, 

Chairman o f the  House Committee on In d ia n  A f f a i r s ,  t e l l i n g  him o f the 

tro u b le s  in  h e r d i s t r i c t ,  and e x p la in in g  th a t  she was lo s in g  the  In d ia n  

vo te  by  n o t b e in g  ab le  to  reward th ose  who had been her Ip y a l s tq jp o rte rs  

in  Cherokee County. Mr. H astin g s , h e r  Democratic opponent, was making 

the most o f the  p red icam en t. I t  seems th a t  the  men he had ^ p o in te d  in  

the  In d ia n  S e rv ice  had rem ained in  o f f ic e  w ith  the  help o f  Commissioner 

of In d ia n  A f f a i r s ,  M e r r i t t .  She showed h e r d isp le a su re  in  th e  Commis­

s io n e r ’ s a c t io n  in  the  l e t t e r  w r i t t e n  to  Snyder:^^

Mr. M e r r i t t  i s  a  v e ry  u se fu l c o n su ltin g  c le rk  tp o n  whom the  Com­
m iss io n e r depends, and whom I  have found v e ry  p le a s a n t ,  in  a l l  sy
d e a lin g s  w ith  him, b u t t h i s  i s  an o ccasion  n o t fo r  a  s o f t  v e lv e t
g lo v e , b u t  f o r  the  iro n  hand, because the  s ta te  o f Oklahoma i s  in  the 
most c r i t i c a l  p e r io d  o f i t s  h i s to r y .  U nless broken now, a t  a tim e 
when a  d iv id ed  Democratic P a rty  i s  in  our fa v o r , the S ta te  w i l l  in  my 
o p in io n  be ir re v o c a b ly  l o s t .

. . .  I f  I  d id  n o t know you so w e ll I  wouldn’ t  dare  w rite  such a
s tro n g  l e t t e r ,  b u t  th i s  i s  no tim e to  mince w ords. I f  I  should be
b e a te n  by th e  cow ardice o f the  In d ia n  O ffic e , I  would have a  few months 
to  s t i r  th in g s  vqp in  the  House. I  am in  to  win even though my b i t t e r ­
e s t  opponent seems to  be in  th e  In d ia n  S e rv ic e .

Even w ith  a l l  t h i s  o p p o s itio n  and d i f f i c u l t i e s  the  R epublican 

can d id a te  a p p a re n tly  was c o n fid e n t o f v ic to r y .  In  summing up th e  p ro s ­

p e c ts  in  h e r c o n te s t  w ith  H astings she s a id :^ ^

^ ^ L e tte r  from A lice  R obertson  to  H. P . Snyder, September 5> 1922, 
R obertson C o l. ,  T u lsa  U.

2$
Muskogee D aily Phoenix, n .d . ,  c lip p in g  in  H ise l C ol.
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1*11 break even  w ith  Mr. H astings in  the f i v e  co u n ties  ou tsid e  
o f Muskogee and Okmulgee. The Democrats are on ly  cla im in g  Muskogee 
County by 1200— and they w on't g e t  th a t—w hile  Okmulgee i s  sure to  
g iv e  me a m ajority  o f 2$00.

I  never f e l t  so  sure o f  su c c e ss . I  have k ep t the f a i t h .  Though 
I  was a g a in s t  woman su ffr a g e , I  have done every th in g  th a t  the propon­
e n ts  o f equal su ffra g e  sa id  women would do i f  the b a l lo t  was granted.
I  have voted  s o le ly  as my con scien ce d ic ta te d  to  me, w ith ou t th inking  
o f the e f f e c t s  on my p o l i t i c a l  fu tu r e .

The f a c t  th a t  M iss R obertson went about her work w ith ou t th ink ing  

o f her p o l i t i c a l  fu tu re  c o s t  her stçiport when i t  cou ld  have and should  

have been avoided . L ocal sen tim ent went a g a in s t  h er . A ll  three o f  the 

lo c a l  newspapers opposed h er . An in c id e n t occured in  September o f  1922 

which g iv e s  an in d ic a t io n  o f  the kind o f  o p p o sitio n  she aroused among 

her p e o p le . When the lo c a l  sch ool board planned the o f fe r in g  o f  n ig h t  

c la s s e s  fo r  a d u lts , and a grorç» o f  women requested  a c la s s  in  "Prenatal 

Care o f  Mothers and B ab ies,"  she o ffered  her p r o te s t  by say ing  th a t  the 

"m ysteries o f motherhood" should n ot be tau gh t in  open c la s s e s  to  every­

one in  a p u b lic  sc h o o l. A member o f the sch oo l board r e p lie d  through the  

columns o f the lo c a l  paper. He said:^^

M iss A lic e  R obertson, our M iss-rep re sen ta tiv e  in  the l a s t  C ongress, 
M Iss-understands the M ission  o f  the n ig h t  sch o o l, a s  shown by her 
r e c e n t  M iss-sta tem en t about teach in g  the M is s - te r ie s  o f Motherhood.
I t  i s  such M iss-in form ation  a s  th is  th a t  makes M iss A lic e  such a 
M isserab le M is s - f i t .

The e d i t o r ia l  in  the same paper so ften ed  i t s  remarks a g a in s t  her 

p e r s o n a lly , b u t d eclared  her u n f itn e s s  was due to  her p arty  a f f i l i a t i o n .

I t  read:

We do not a tta c k  M iss A lic e  p e r so n a lly , because i t  i s  our honest 
op in ion  th a t th ere  i s  no b e t te r  woman. M iss A lic e  R obertson, the

26Muskogee D a ily  American, September 7, 1922, c lip p in g  in  Robert­
son C o l. ,  T ulsa  U.
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p o l i t i c ia n ,  and she i s  a s  shrewd as the shrew dest, i s  su b je c t  to  
h on est c r i t ic i s m  anytime by apyone o f  her c o n s t itu e n ts .

We fu r th er  admit th a t  M iss A lic e  has behaved b e t te r  in  Congress 
than we had expected  and no one w i l l  d isp u te  th a t  handicapped by her 
p arty  a f f i l i a t i o n  as she i s ,  she has done as much as any oth er Repub­
l ic a n  would have done.

Miss Robertson apparently  sensed  the mounting c r i t ic i s m  and r e a l­

ized  th a t  her e le c t io n  was in  some danger. Her s i s t e r  wrote a l e t t e r  o f

27encouragement a sh o rt w h ile  b e fo re  the e le c t io n  in  which she sa id :  '

I f  your E astern  fr ie n d s  could  v o te  you would have no tr o u b le .
The b e s t  women are fo r  you .

I  hope and pray fo r  your su c c e ss , not s in p ly  fo r  your own sake 
b u t because you stand fo r  C h r is tia n  p r in c ip le s  as no one e l s e  in  
Congress and because o f  the sneer th a t  r e l ig io n  c u ts  no ic e  in  
p o l i t i c s  . . . your e le c t io n  would be a triu op h  fo r  r e l ig io n .  I f  
God i s  fo r  you , H astings can *t d e fe a t  you.

Even though her e le c t io n  was a t  s ta k e , the candidate would n ot
p8

g iv e  in  to  the o p p o sit io n . She sa id  f e a r le s s ly :

I  am a g a in s t  sex  in  p o l i t i c s .  I  d id  n ot want to  run a t  the be­
g in n in g , b u t th e men in s is t e d  and I  d id  what I  considered  my duty .
I f  they  want me again  they  w i l l  e l e c t  me. I t  i s  tru e th a t  I  was the  
head o f  an a n t i - s u f f r a g is t  movement and I  was u içcp u la r  w ith  the  
s u f f r a g is t s .  But why d id  I  v o te  a g a in s t  c e r ta in  measures?

I  was e le c te d  to  Congress a s  a r e p r e se n ta tiv e  o f  the p e o p le .
When they  c a l l  the r o l l  in  th e House o f  R ep resen ta tiv es  th ey  do n o t  
use the p r e f ix  "M ister,"  b u t m erely c a l l  the l a s t  name. Why should  
I  c la im  a s a woman any p referen ce  and cause con fu sion  by b e in g  
s p e c ia l ly  d is t in g u ish e d  as such, even in  having my named c a lle d ?

J u st b efo re  the e le c t io n  in  November, 1922, the Woman*s Home Com­

panion came ou t in  th e e d i t o r ia l  a tta ck in g  the Congresswoman fo r  opposing

^^Letter from Augusta Moore to A lic e  R obertson, September lU , 
1922, Robertson C o l. ,  T ulsa U.

^^"Elmira C o llege  Woman H ailed  as  *H is to r ic  F igure,*"  Elm ira  
C o lleg e  B u lle t in ,  Alumnae News Number, S p rin g , 1930, p . 8 .
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a l l  the l e g i s la t io n  sponsored by the American A sso c ia t io n  o f  U n iv e r s ity  

Women, G eneral F ed eration  o f  Women*s C lubs, League o f  Women V o ters , 

N ational Congress o f  M others, the Parent-T eachers A sso c ia t io n , and the  

Young Women C h r is tia n  A ss o c ia t io n . The membership o f  th ese  women*s 

o rg a n iz a tio n s  was rep orted  to  be about L ,0 0 0 ,000 . The a r t i c l e  sa id :^ ^

Women who p lead ed  fo r  su ffr a g e  d eclared  th a t th e ir  f i r s t  s e r ­
v ic e  as v o te r s  would be the p assage o f  laws in  the in t e r e s t  o f  
women and c h ild r e n . They redeemed t h is  promise by f a i t h f u l  un­
t ir in g  work through th e ir  o r g a n iz a tio n s  fo r  the Sheppard-Towner 
A ct, and when t h is  measure came up fo r  a v o te , A lic e  R obertson, 
the on ly  woman in  C ongress, v o ted  a g a in s t  i t .

Whether t h is  e d i t o r ia l  was m ainly re sp o n sib le  fo r  her d e fe a t ,  as 

she thought,-^® i s  la r g e ly  d eb a ta b le , because H astings won by a margin o f  

8,bU5 v o t e s . I t  i s  n o t l i k e ly  th a t  th e statem ent made in  t h is  e d i­

t o r ia l ,  which was v o ic e d  by so  many p eop le  and a t  v a r io u s  t im es , would 

have changed v ery  many v o te s .

No doubt A lic e  R obertson*s independence in  fo llo w in g  her own way 

hurt her chances fo r  r e - e le c t io n ,  b u t th ere  were other th in g s  beyond her 

co n tro l which co n tr ib u ted . G eneral u n rest  and poor economic c o n d it io n s  

in  Oklahoma brought th e  Democrats back in to  c o n tr o l,  and th e incumbent 

was swept ou t o f  o f f i c e  along w ith  the other R epublican Congressmen. The 

only member o f  the d efea ted  p a r ty  to  hold  h is  s c a t  in  the House was

pg
•̂Woman*s Home Companion, November, 1921, c lip p in g  in  R obertson  

C o l. ,  T u lsa  U.

^*^Letter from A lic e  R obertson to  E liza b e th  L ow ell Putnam, Jan­
uary 5 , I 92U, R obertson C o l. ,  T u lsa  U.

31Oklahoma, D irectory  (1 9 5 7 ) , 81;j Muskogee D a ily  P hoen ix , Novem­
b er  9 , 1922; C ongressional D ir e c to r y ,  68 C ong., 2 s e s s . ,  December, 1929 
p . l5 6 .
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M. C. G arber o f E nid .^^

C onsiderab le in flu e n c e  had been brought to  bear on the v o te r s  o f  

the second co n g ress io n a l d i s t r i c t  to  g e t  her e le c t e d ,  e s p e c ia l ly  from the  

p r e s s ,  b o th  in  and ou t of the s t a t e .  R epublican and Dem ocratic newspapers 

gave her a "pat on th e back ."  In  a scrapbook o f  new ^aper c l ip p in g s ,  

found in  the R obertson C o lle c t io n  a t  the U n iv e r s ity  o f  T u lsa , one can read  

many comments which endorsed her cand idacy. The D a ily  Oklahoman sa id ;

M iss A lic e  has n o t been  r ig h t  in  every d e c is io n  she has made, b u t  
she has shown a l o t  o f  men what a r e a l  woman i s .  I t  i s  good fo r  the  
so u l to  see  one member o f  C ongress stand ing  up and speaking fo r  what 
she th in k s  i s  r ig h t .

The Tulsa World commented, "Here a t  l e a s t  i s  one c o n sc ie n t io u s  

can d id ate."  The Tulsa Tribune re fe r r e d  to  her p la tform  a s  " m agnificen t."  

Many o u t - o f - s t a t e  newspapers ca r r ie d  a r t i c l e s  which were h ig h ly  c o n p li-  

mentary. Among them were th e  Birmingham Age H erald, W ashington Evening  

S ta r ,  New York Telegram, San F ran cisco  C h ro n ic le , and the P h ila d e lp h ia  

In q u ir e r .

An in te r e s t in g  comment came from Marion, Ohio, D a ily  S ta r , a news­

paper w ith  which P re sid en t Harding had been  a f f i l i a t e d .  The e d i t o r ia l  

sa id  th a t  she "had her h at on s t r a ig h t ,” and th a t  she was s e n s ib le  and 

knew how to  conduct h e r s e l f .  The e d ito r  wished su ccess  fo r  her in  the  

b id  fo r  r e - e le c t io n .

A lic e  R obertson tr ie d  to  take her d e fe a t  p h ilo s o p h ic a lly .  A fter  

the e l e c t io n  she s a i d ; 3^

32
Oklahoma, D ire c to ry  (1957), 81)., 65.

33}jewspaper c l ip p in g , n .d . ,  Robertson C o l., T u lsa  U.

3^Muskogee D aily  P hoenix, A p ril 11, 1922.
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I  would n o t f e e l  t h a t  I  was accom plishing very  much i f  I  d id  n o t 
encounter some c r i t i c i s m .  I  should ha te  to  be in  Congress and ac- 
conçilish so l i t t l e  th a t  i t  would n o t even draw f i r e .  One who escapes 
c r i t ic i s m  doesn* t o f te n  amount to  much.

The th ing  which d is tr e s s e d  her p a r t ic u la r ly  was the la rg e  m ajority

.36

35o f fe llo w  Muskogeeans who vo ted  a g a in s t  h er. She f e l t  they had n ot

trea ted  her f a i r l y  and was r e s e n t fu l  and b i t t e r  about i t .  She commentedj

I t  was p u rely  a b u s in e ss  p r o p o s it io n  o f  sending me back to  Con­
g r e s s . I  d id n 't  want to  run two y e a r s  ago and i t  was on ly  a f t e r  much 
urging th a t I  con sen ted , b u t now I'm  through.

For th ir ty -s e v e n  y e a r s  I 'v e  l iv e d  in  Muskogee and was born w ith in  
ten  m ile s  o f  the c i t y  and I  have always fou gh t fo r  the good o f  Musko­
gee, j u s t  as I  d id  w h ile  I  was in  C ongress. I f  I  had to  do i t  over  
again . I 'd  do the same th in g s  I 'v e  done in  Congress and v o te  j u s t  
e x a c t ly  as I  did b e fo r e . . . .  I t  w asn 't th a t I  wanted to  go back  
fo r  two y e a r s , b u t i t  was the p r in c ip le  o f  i t .  I  f e l t  i t  was due me 
a f te r  what I  had done fo r  Muskogee.

I  should have been  allow ed  to  s ta y  vç) th ere two more y e a r s , b u t  
I  h a v en 't shed a te a r  y e t  about b e in g  d efeated  and furtherm ore I  
w on't. I  must take d e fe a t  l ik e  a man, s in ce  I  have been f i l l i n g  the  
p la ce  o f  a man, and n ot l ik e  the w ives o f a l o t  o f  men I  know.

I ' l l  come back to  Muskogee n ex t Spring and s tr a ig h te n  out vay 
a f f a ir s  and then I  d o n 't  know what I ' l l  do. I  d o n 't  l ik e  to  c r o ss  
the b rid ge t i l l  I  g e t  to  i t .  I  t o ld .a  r e a l e s ta t e  d ea le r  the o th er  
day th a t I  guessed Sawokla was on the market and he to ld  me I  ought 
to  keep i t  a w h ile  y e t .  I  d o n 't th in k  I ' l l  have any trou b le  s e l l in g  
i t ,  however, a f t e r  Jack W alton has been governor fo r  a w h ile .

She sa id  th ere was noth ing to  come back to  in  Muskogee a s  she 

would n ot have a penny income and "there are a l o t  o f  good homes open to  

me." Though she f e l t  hurt over her overwhelming d e fe a t , she was thank­

f u l  fo r  the exp erien ce fo r  i t  proved to  her th a t Congress was no p la c e  

37fo r  a woman.

35Harlow and Harlow, Makers o f  Government in  Oklahoma, l; l5 . The 
v o te  in  Muskogee County was 8 ,121  fo r  H astings and”T;,633 fo r ' R obertson.

36Muskogee D aily Phoenix, n .d . ,  H isel Col.

3?Ibid.
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Soon a f t e r  the  e le c t io n  Mrs. Putnam w rote ex p ress in g  s u rp r is e  and 

r e g r e t  over i t s  outcomej and sa id  she f e l t  a s  i f  th e  "bottom  had dropped 

o u t of e v e ry th in g , and th a t  she could n o t p ro p e r ly  r e jo ic e  over the  Repub­

l ic a n  v ic to ry  in  M assach u se tts ."  To her q u e s tio n , "What caused your de­

f e a t ,  was i t  the  League o f Women Voters?"^® Miss R obertson re p l ie d ;

%  d e fe a t  in  the  r o t t e n e s t  e le c t io n  ev er h e ld  in  t h i s  r o t t e n  s ta te  
was n o t enough. While the  women undoubtedly helped  v e ry  m a te r ia l ly  
i t  was " th e  in v is ib le  E npire" th a t  d id  i t .  I  was the  only  can d id a te  
on th e  t i c k e t  o f e i th e r  p a r ty  who re fu se d  to  v o te  fo r  th e  S te r l in g -  
Towner B i l l ,  so a l l  th e  Ku-Klux and most o f the  Masons worked and 
voted a g a in s t  me on the  p le a  th a t  I  fav o red  C a th o lic s  and th e re fo re  
could n o t be a  Ic y a l American.

I t  was g e n e ra lly  b e lie v e d  th a t  the  d e fea ted  can d id a te  could  g e t  

alm ost any work she wanted in  th e  R epublican a d m in is tra tio n , th a t  the  

le ad e rs  o f the p a r ty  would see she g o t what she needed. When i t  was r e ­

p o rte d  th a t  a p la c e  was w a itin g  f o r  h er in  th e  Women*s Bureau of the  De­

partm en t o f  Labor, she was asked i f  she would take  i t  i f  i t  were o ffe re d . 

She answered, "I*ve g o t to  do som ething, haven*t I ,  and I  haven*t a c e n t 

o f income a f t e r  I  leave  C ongress." Then she co n tin u ed ;^^

I ’m n o t th rough  f ig h t in g  y e t ,  e i th e r ,  and when I  g e t th rough up 
th e re  th ey ’ l l  know I ’ve been  th e re . They say I  haven’ t  done any­
th in g  up th e re —w e ll .  I ’ve done a  few th in g s  and I ’ l l  show them th a t  
I  s t i l l  can do som ething.

The r e p o r t  o f  h e r campaign expenses showed th a t  she re c e iv e d  a 

l i t t l e  more th an  # .,0 0 0 .0 0 , m ostly  from o u t o f  s t a t e .  One thousand th re e  

hundred tw enty d o l la r s  was donated by  the  Women’ s N a tio n a l R epublican C lub;

^ ^ L e tte r  from E liz a b e th  Putnam to  A lice  R obertson , November 10, 
1922, R obertson  C o l. ,  T u lsa  U.

39L e t te r  from A lice  R obertson  to  Mrs. W illiam  Lowell Putnam,
January  5 , 192b, R obertson  C o l.,  T u lsa  U.

^^Muskogee D aily Phoenix, n .d . ,  H ise l Col.
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$600 was c o n tr ib u te d  by Mrs. Putnam; $200 was g iven  by the  American Pro­

te c t iv e  T a r i f f  A sso c ia tio n ; and the  r e s t  from in d iv id u a ls  in  v a rio u s  

p a r t s  o f the  co u n try . These in c lu d ed  Mrs. N icho las Murray B u tle r  of New 

York and Louis A. C oolidge o f M assach u se tts . O thers who gave were 

W. B. P in e , $1 ,000 ; P a t H urley , $100; Eugene L orton , $100; and J .  J .  Mc­

Graw, $S o .k i

M iss R obertson  was c o n sc ie n tio u s  in  keeping  w ith in  the  amount she 

could le g a l ly  ^ e n d  f o r  th e  canç)aign. M rs. Thaw had o ffe re d  to  pay a  male 

q u a r te t  to  t r a v e l  w ith  h er f o r  p u b lic  ap p earances, and in  r e p ly  h e r s e c re ­

ta r y  w rote

A fte r  dropping  a  no te  to  you f o r  Miss R obertson  t h i s  m orning, I  
remembered th a t  she asked me to  t e l l  you th a t  she cou ld  n o t a v a i l  h e r­
s e l f  o f  yo u r generous o f f e r  to  fu r n is h  a  male q u a r te t  f o r  h e r campaign, 
a s  the  amount p e rm itte d  f o r  campaign pu rposes would be exceeded i f  the 
q u a r te t  should accompany h e r over the  d i s t r i c t  s in g in g  a t  a l l  m eetings.

In  speaking  o f campaign f in a n c e s , she s a id :^ ^

They laughed a t  me a l l  over the  n a tio n  because I  tu rn ed  in  an 
h o n est expense acco u n t. I  have t r i e d  to  keep a check on every  penny 
^ e n t  and have n o t re c e iv e d  a  d o n a tio n  to  ay campaign fund th a t  I  am
a f r a id  to  t e l l  th e  peop le  ab o u t.

I  adm it t h a t  I  sp en t a lm ost $it,000 in  ay campaign, ny opponent 
c laim s only $100. I f  a l l  the  peop le  who b e lie v e  I  came n e a re r  t e l l i n g  
th e  t r u t h  over ny sworn s ta tem e n t th an  he d id  w i l l  v o te  f o r  me, I  w i l l  
win e a s i ly .

A fte r  th e  s tren u o u s  caap a ig n , she decided  to  take  a  v a c a tio n .

U sing h er l i b e r t i e s  a s  a  congressm an, she l e f t  f o r  Panama on December l5 ,

^^T ypew ritten  s ta tem en t o f  r e c e ip t s  and e x p e n d itu re s , R obertson  
C o l., T u lsa  U.

^ ^ L e tte r  from Miss A lice  R obertson  to  Mrs. Thaw, Ju ly  2$, 1922, 
R obertson C o l. ,  T u lsa  U.

^^Muskogee D aily  Phoenix, n .d . ,  H ise l Col.
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1922, in  th e  cong)any o f e ig h t  f r ie n d s  and r e l a t i v e s  aboard th e  S . S. Gor­

ges. A fte r  two weeks ab road , she re tu rn e d  to  h e r d u t ie s  in  th e  House.

A fte r  a l l  th e  ex c item en t o f the  e le c t io n  was over and she had 

s e t t l e d  down to  ro u tin e  work, A lice  R obertson seemed g lad  to  g e t  away 

from the  heavy demands o f p o l i t i c a l  l i f e .  She w rote Mrs. Thaw:^^

While I  s t i l l  f e e l  th a t  i t  was ny du ty  to  make the  f i g h t  f o r  r e -  
e le c t io n ,  each  day I  am le s s  and le s s  so rry  to  be o u t o f  i t .  God has 
b e t t e r  work f o r  me I  am su re , and so I  am try in g  j u s t  to  w a it  p a t ie n t ly  
f o r  p la n s  to  develop .

She a lso  w rote a  f r ie n d :

I  am going o u t on th e  c r e s t  o f th e  wave. Was the  only o u ts id e  
g u e s t a t  the only c a b in e t  d in n e r g iven  t h i s  season  and lunched w ith  
P re s id e n t  and Mrs. Harding l a s t  week. I  am n o t so rry  to  go f o r  the  
burden  o f Congress i s  a  heavy one. I t  w i l l  be hard  to  have no in ­
come t i l l  I  f in d  a  way to  sv p p o rt m yself, b u t  I  am n o t d isco u rag ed .

^ L e t t e r  from A* J .  F l i n t  to  A lice  R obertson , November 28, 1922, 
R obertson C o l.,  T u lsa  U.

^ ^ L e tte r  from A lice  R obertson to  Mrs. Thaw, March 5 , 1923, R obert­
son C o l.,  T u lsa  U.

^ L e t t e r  from A lice  R obertson to  Harold W esterburg, February  17,
1923, R obertson C o l.,  T u lsa  U.



CHAPTER IX 

SOCIAL WELFARE DIRECTOR

While A lic e  R obertson could have had a good job in  the  R epubli­

can A d m in is tra tio n  in  W ashington a f t e r  her term  in  C ongress, she decided 

to  r e tu rn  to  Muskogee and l iv e  on h er farm  a t  Sawokla. The homecoming 

re c e p tio n  which her fellow-townsm en accorded h er was a  g re a t  s u rp r is e .

She w rote her s i s t e r  Grace M erriman:^

I  am re c e iv e d  here in  a way th a t  would do your h e a r t  good to  see . 
I t  has been a s tran g e  experience  to  have maqy people say , "We needed 
you h e re , more th an  in  W ashington!" I  was n o t conscious of f i l l i n g  
any s p e c ia l  p la ce  in  th e  community b u t i t  i s  com forting to  be to ld  I  
am needed h e re .

I t  took  q u ite  some tim e f o r  the b i t t e r n e s s  of d e fe a t  to  subside

and f o r  her to  f e e l  as  k in d ly  toward the neighbors as she should . She 

2w rote:

L ast Sunday in  church I  cou ld  n o t say a l l  the  p ra y e r . I  could 
n o t vo ice  "F org ive us our tre s p a s s e s  as we fo rg iv e  those who tre s p a s s  
a g a in s t  u s ,"  f o r  I  knew I  had n o t recovered  from a deep sense o f un­
deserved  in ju ry  and down in  my h e a r t  I  have n o t fo rg iv en  a s  the d iv in e  
exem plar fo rg av e .

Mapy l e t t e r s  came from lo y a l f r ie n d s  ex p ress in g  sympathy and d i s ­

appointm ent because o f her d e fe a t .  One o f them was from W illiam  T y ler

^ L e tte r  from A lice  R obertson to  Grace R obertson Merriman,
March 19, 1923, R obertson  C o l.,  T u lsa  Ü.

% uskogee D aily  Phoenix, September 13, 192$.

I6k
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Page, C lerk  o f the House of R e p re se n ta tiv e s . He s a id :^

S ince  your e x i t  have o f te n  thought about you and have been g lad
th a t  I  knew you and w itn essed  your courageous s tan d  f o r  the r i g h t  
and f o r  your c o n sc ie n tio u s  sc r tç ile s  a t  the c o s t of your tem poral wel­
f a r e ,  and have wished th a t  more would em ulate your f in e  exanp le . . . .
Yours has been a thorny  p a th  indeed , b u t i t ’ s only by th e  thorr%r road
th a t  th e  r e a l  goal i s  reached . John Quincy Adams in  p o l i t i c s  tra v e le d  
th i s  road  b u t he s tu ck  to  h is  c o n v ic tio n s . He s a id  t h a t  he had the  
"ap p robation  of h is  own co n sc ien ce ."  Like him you can say th i s ,  b u t 
m ighty few can.

V e rily  I  w ish you were here  in  th e  n ex t C ongress, n o t to  v o te  fo r  
me as  I  know you would, and I  thank you, b u t  f o r  your sp len d id  s t a t e s ­
manship .

In  an o th er l e t t e r  he p ra is e d  her f o r  the d i s t in c t io n  she rece iv ed  

w hile  in  C ongress:^

You were the  f i r s t  woman ever to  p re s id e  over the  House. My re c o l­
le c t io n  i s  th a t  th a t  d i s t i n c t io n  was n o t accorded H iss  R ankin, the  
House during  h e r term  having been D em ocratic, nor have I  ev er heard  any 
o th e r woman being  honored by a P r e s id e n t ia l  s a lu te .  In  the  Army and 
Navy t h i s  honor i s  re se rv e d  f o r  the P re s id e n t h im se lf.

One would th in k  th a t  w ith  the  s a la ry  o f a congressm an, to g e th e r  

w ith  connections made which m ight be of help  f in a n c ia l ly .  Miss R obertson 

should have had enough money to  p ro v id e  a  com fortab le l iv in g .  B ut such 

was n o t the  case . In  f a c t ,  she was in  r e a l  need im m ediately a f t e r  her

term  in  th e  House was o ver. I n  a  l e t t e r  she e^ p la in ed :^

My s i s t e r  and I  a re  l iv in g  to g e th e r  h e re . She has come to  ny a id
in  every  way w ith  p e rso n a l work and w ith  f in a n c ia l  a id  in  what has
been , du rin g  the  p a s t  few months, th e  most try in g  p e r io d , p robab ly  of 
ny l i f e .  She has gone on ny n o te  to  borrow money to  meet p re s s in g  
p e rso n a l o b lig a t io n s , in c lu d in g  ny law yer’ s fe e  in  W ashington. We

3
L e tte r  from W illiam  T y le r Page to  Miss A lice  R obertson , Septem­

b e r  25 ,  1923, R obertson C o l.,  T u lsa  U.

^ I b i d . , June 2h,  1927, R obertson C o l., T u lsa  U.

^Letter from A lice  Robertson to  H. P. Westerburg, August 25,
1923,  Robertson C o l., Tulsa U.
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are liv in g  together, therefore, in  the s in p le s t  manner p o ss ib le . The 
maid we have does not stay and we have no dinner at n ight, my s is te r  
and I picking tç  a l i t t l e  luncheon.

During th is  period of fin a n cia l d is tr e s s , Mrs. Thaw wrote her be­

loved frien d , who was now in her seven tieth  year:^

Let me know i f  there i s  anything you wish me to do by way of help­
ing make l i f e  ea s ier , now that your friends the Hardings are so far  
away, and having such j o l t s —p h ysica l, p o l i t ic a l  and otherwise—that 
may tend toward forgetfu ln ess o f th e ir  r e sp o n s ib ilit ie s  in securing 
for you so responsible a p o sitio n  . . .

Some time la ter  Miss Robertson received a le t te r  from P. S. Space, 

executor of Mrs. Thaw's e sta te  which r e a d : 7

As instructed by Mrs. Thaw, we enclosed by reg istered  mail c e r t i­
f ic a te  D-21828 of the Standard O il Conçany of Indiana, in  the name of 
Miss A lice M. Robertson, which with the enclosed check for  $29.25 is  
to be considered a $500.00 g i f t  from Mrs. Thaw. The stock is  se llin g  
today for  6?^, making the value of the shares. $14.70.75-

In reply to Mrs. Thaw's question about her w elfare, she wrote:®

I had a ra ise  of f i f t y  d o llars a month in  ay pay on the f i r s t .
Of course  th a t  h e lp s  v e ry  much. I f  I  were o u t o f d e b t I  cou ld  manage 
very  n ic e ly  I  th in k .

In addition to these monetary contributions, Mrs. Thaw used her 

influence in  helping Miss Robertson secure a job so that she could take 

care of her own ob ligation s. In a le t te r  to Secretary of the Treasury 

Andrew Mellon, she asked i f  he could help get an appointment for  her de­

voted friend "in connection with invalid  so ld iers  in  O k l a h o m a .

^Letter from Mrs. Thaw to  A lice Robertson, July 21, 1923, Robert­
son C o l., Tulsa U.

^Letter from P. S. Space to A lice  Robertson, February 6 , 192k, 
Robertson C o l., Tulsa Ü.

® L etter from A lice  R obertson  to  Mrs. Mary C. Thaw, J u ly  31, 1923, 
R obertson  C o l . ,  T u lsa  U.

9
L etter  from Mrs. Thaw to  Andrew W. M ellon, Secretary o f the

Treasury, March 5 , 1923, Robertson C o l., Tulsa U.
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The aspirant made d irec t application  for  the job with the Veter­

ans Hospital in a le t te r  to General Frank Hines in which she said: "I

have the honor to apply for appointment in the welfare work a t the hos­

p ita l  soon to be opened in Muskogee.

President Harding issued an executive order waiving c iv i l  service  

requirements in her case and made the appointment as Welfare Director of 

the Muskogee Veterans H ospital in the follow ing le t te r  to Colonel Hugh 

S cott, head of the h osp ita l:  

îty dear Colonel Scott:

I have ju st  issued an executive order, a copy of which i s  en­
closed herewith, which makes Miss A lice Robertson e l ig ib le  to  appoint­
ment as welfare worker in  the hosp ita l a t  Muskogee. I  sh a ll be glad 
to see Miss Robertson appointed to a becoming place and compensated 
in  a measure of ju s t  recognition  of her very great m erits. I  am 
advising the d irector o f the Bureau of these fa c ts  so that he may 
authorize the appointment d ire c tly .

With very b est w ishes, I  am

Very tru ly  yours, 
(Signed)

Warren G. Harding.

The message added: "Miss A lice Robertson may be appointed to

the p o sitio n  of Welfare Worker in the United S ta tes Veterans Bureau with­

out reference to the requirements o f the C iv il Service ru les .

General Hugh S co tt, who had been a great admirer of the appointee 

and who had supported her in  p o l i t ic a l  cançiaigns, made the request for

^ ^ e tte r  from A lice Robertson to General Hines, April 21, 1923, 
Robertson C ol., Tulsa U.

I I Letter from President Warren G. Harding to Colonel S co tt,
April lU, 1923, Robertson C o l., Tulsa U.

^^Executive Order Number 382U (Harding), A pril Ik , 1923, Robert­
son C o l.,  Tulsa U.
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th e  appointm ent because he recogn ized  her f e c i a l  f i t n e s s  fo r  the  job and

13a ls o  because many o f the  p a t i e n t s  would be In d ia n s .

In  a l l  the  n e g o tia t io n  and correspondence, the  new W elfare D ir­

e c to r  g o t the  im pression  th a t  th e  p o s i t io n  would pay over $3 ,000, p o s s ib ly  

$3 ,600, a y e a r ,  b u t  to  h e r g r e a t  s u rp r is e  i t  was only $1,800. She made 

stro n g  p r o te s t s  to  th e  S e c re ta ry  o f the  I n t e r io r  H ubert Work, V eterans 

Bureau D ire c to r  Frank H ines, and to  many o f h e r f r ie n d s  in  W ashington who 

would have some in flu en ce  in  o b ta in in g  th e  la rg e r  s a la ry . A fte r  co n s id e r­

a b le  e f f o r t ,  she was a b le  to  g e t  i t  r a is e d  to  $2 ,^00. A l e t t e r  of Ju ly  2, 

1923, was s e n t  to  h e r to  confirm  th e  r a i s e  which re a d :^ ^

You a re  hereby prom oted from  W elfare Worker, a t  a s a la ry  of 
$ 1,800 p e r  annum, to  W elfare Worker, a t  a s a la ry  a t  the  r a t e  o f 
$ 2 ,boo p e r  annum, in  th e  U. S . V e te ra n 's  Bureau, e f f e c t iv e  Ju ly  1,
1923.

15S t i l l  she was v e ry  unhappy and d i s s a t i s f i e d  w ith  h e r work. At 

th e  beg inn ing  o f h e r enploym ent w ith  th e  h o s p i ta l ,  r e la t io n s  betw een the 

w e lfa re  worker and S u p e rin ten d en t Hugh S c o t t  were v e ry  c o rd ia l j  however, 

i t  was n o t long u n t i l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  a ro se  which made th e i r  work le s s  ami­

c a b le . I t  m ight have been because  Miss R obertson was appoin ted  to  the  

p o s i t io n  w ith o u t having to  tak e  th e  C iv i l  S erv ice  exam inations, o r more 

l ik e ly  to  h e r i n a b i l i t y  to  work harm oniously w ith  the Red Cross D ire c to r , 

th e  American Legion, and Legion A u x ilia ry . A t any r a t e ,  she re v e a le d  to  

Mrs. Thaw some of the  d i f f i c u l t i e s  and d isappo in tm en ts. Mrs. Thaw w rote

^^Muskogee D aily  Phoenix , n .d . ,  c l ip p in g  in  R obertson C o l.,  Okla. 
H is t .  Soc.

^^Letter from W. M. Cobb to  A lice  Robertson, July 2, 1923, Robert­
son C o l., Tulsa U.

^^M iller, "Alice M. Robertson," 85.
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P lease  have your s i s t e r  w rite  a l i s t  o f c ry in g  needs from which 
I  m ight s e le c t  a  few to  be s e n t .  How abou t p e r io d ic a ls ?  . . . How 
many r e l ig io u s  p ap ers  come, and what a re  they? How about your own 
p e rso n a l needs—be n o t slow to  m ention th e se .

In  re p ly  she s ta te d  t h a t  she was having insurm ountable problem s 

in  try in g  to  c a r ry  on her work. She charged th a t  the  Red Cross o f f i c i a l  

a t  the  h o s p i ta l  re fu sed  to  co o p era te  w ith  her and th a t  from many q u a r te rs  

she had met w ith  o p p o s itio n  and resen tm en t. The work of looking a f t e r  

the needs of 200 p a t i e n t s , t o g e t h e r  w ith  th e  d is tu rb a n ce  she met, caused 

her to  lo se  tw en ty -fiv e  pounds.

In  an o th e r l e t t e r  h e r th eo ry  of the mi sunderstand ing  o f  the  s a la ry  

d isp u te  was ex p la in ed . I t  s ta te d  t h a t  she was d o u b le -c ro ssed  by those 

who p repared  the ex ecu tiv e  o rd e r which the P re s id e n t issu ed  in  appo in ting  

h e r . She co n jec tu red  th a t  they  had pu rpose ly  avoided m entioning the

la rg e r  s a la ry , and th a t  the P re s id e n t had signed the  o rder w ith o u t d e te c t-

. .  18 mg i t .

Miss R obertson had su ffe re d  a most h u m ilia tin g  and ex asp e ra tin g  

experience  a t  the  c lo se  of h e r term  in  Congress, when her s e c re ta ry , Ben 

Cook, sued h er f o r  s la n d e r . She had bought a  Ford c a r  and because she 

could n o t d r iv e , she allow ed him to  keep i t  f o r  h is  p e rso n a l use i f  he 

would take  ca re  o f i t  and d riv e  h e r to  appoin tm ents. While she was on a

^ ^ L e tte r  from Mrs. M. C. Thaw to  A lice  R obertson , O ctober 30,
1923, R obertson C o l.,  T u lsa  U.

17L e t te r  from A lice  R obertson  to  Beulah H. C ureton , September 7, 
1923, R obertson C o l. ,  T u lsa  U.

L etter from A lice  Robertson to  Mrs. M. C. Thaw, July 31, 1923,
Robertson C o l., Tulsa U.
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t r i p  o u t W est, Cook so ld  the  c a r  f o r  $382.$0, and k ep t th e  money, which

he claim ed was due him f o r  back s a la ry .  He s a id  she had prom ised to  pay

him $2^0.00 a month, b u t f o r  expediency and w ith  her co n sen t, he signed

h is  name to  the  government p a y ro ll  f o r  $203.33 a month. She r e p l ie d  th a t

ou t o f her g e n e ro s ity , he had been allow ed tim e o f f  from work to  a tte n d

law schoo l, and she had to ld  him very  p la in ly  t h a t  because o f so many

19d eb ts  she cou ld  n o t pay more from h e r s a la ry .  When Ben so ld  the  c a r ,

he charged th a t  M iss R obertson had s a id  p u b l ic ly ,  and to  the  in ju ry  o f

h is  re p u ta t io n , "He so ld  my autom obile w ith o u t my a u th o r i ty ,  and pocketed

the p r o c e e d s . S h e  denied making such s ta tem e n t, b u t  in s te a d  s a id , "He

had the  a u th o r i ty  to  s e l l  the  c a r  b u t  n o t to  keep the  m o n e y . "^1 Cook

claim ed th a t  she had made the  s ta tem en t in  th e  p resen ce  o f h e r  n ie c e .

F a ith  Merriman, b u t  F a i th  w rote h er a u n t, "You to ld  me th a t  Ben so ld  the

22autom obile w hile  you were gone and had n o t tu rn ed  over th e  money."

The s lan d e r s u i t  o f $1 ,500.00  came iç  in  W ashington, D. C ., and 

Miss R obertson h ire d  C a r te r  B. Keene to  be her a t to rn e y . The case 

b ro u g h t f o r th  b i t t e r  charges and co u n te r charges from th e  p a r t i c ip a n t s .

One o f h er l e t t e r s  s a id :^ ^

19L e t te r  from A lice  R obertson to  C a r te r  B. Keene, March lU, 1923, 
R obertson C o l.,  T u lsa  If .; Muskogee Times-Democrat, A p ril  7 , 1923.

on
L e t te r  from  C a r te r  B. Keene to  A lice  R ooertson , March 12, 1923, 

R obertson C o l., T u lsa  U.

21L e t te r  from A lice  R obertson to  C a r te r  B. Keene, March 16, 1923, 
R obertson C o l. ,  T u lsa  U.

22
L e tte r  from F a ith  Merriman to  A lice  R obertson , March 28, 1923, 

R obertson C o l.,  T u lsa  U.

23L e t te r  from  A lice  R obertson  to  Grace R obertson  Merriman,
March 19, 1923; L e t te r s  from A lice  R obertson  to  C a r te r  B. Keene, March Ik , 
1923, and March I6 , 1923, R obertson C o l. ,  T u lsa  U.
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I t  was Ben Cookes h a b i t  to  go through soy p r iv a te  desk and remove 
aqy p ap e rs  which he fe a re d  m ight be h e lp fu l  to  me when he made h is  
f i n a l  demands f o r  a r r e a r s  of an a lle g e d  s a la ry .  I  never prom ised him 
and alw ays re fu se d  to  pay . I  was n o t w il l in g  to  d isch a rg e  him f o r  the  
sake o f  h is  fam ily  b u t  hoped he would re s ig n .  I  endured a b so lu te  p e r ­
s e c u tio n  from him so th a t  h is  f i n a l  v ic io u s  a t ta c k  which f r e e s  me 
a b so lu te ly  from any p o s s ib le  f u r th e r  demands from him, comes to  me in  
th e  n a tu re  o f a p o s i t iv e  r e l i e f .

When the  t r i a l  was over and Cook had f a i l e d  to  prove h is  ch arg e , 

the  d e fen d an t w rote her law yer. C a r te r  B. Keene, and s a id :^ ^

I  canno t ex p ress  to  you in  w ords, nor indeed in  any way ex cep t by 
unvoiced a p p re c ia tio n  my g ra t i tu d e  to  you f o r  the  w onderfu lly  su ccess­
f u l  h and ling  o f the  case f o r  me.

The s u i t  was the  cu lm in a tio n  of many months o f a lm ost unendurable 
tre a tm e n t th a t  looking  back i t  seems to  me was caused by a  d iso rd e re d  
b r a in .  Ben C ook's a d v is e r , I  have re c e n t ly  le a rn ed , i s  undoubtedly  
a  v ic tim  of war se rv ice  which w i l l  p ro b ab ly  p lace  him under p sy c h i­
a t r i c  s u rv e il la n c e  v e ry  scon—b u t now h a p p ily , th a t  h o r r ib le  stream  
has p assed  under the  b rid g e  and ay every  e f f o r t  w i l l  be to  f o r g e t  i t .

25
A l e t t e r  from Cook re v e a ls  something o f h is  a p p ra is a l  o f h e r:

E liz a b e th  i s  s t i l l  working in  th e  o f f ic e  w ith  me. Miss R obertson , 
a f t e r  see in g  th a t  I  was determ ined  to  have ny way, gave in  to  my w ishes
and th e  l a s t  fo u r  months we have been  g e t t in g  along l ik e  t u r t l e  doves.
The "o ld  lady" r e a l l y  has a w onderful mind, b u t  a  bad d is p o s i t io n  and 
no t a c t .  I f  I  can con tinue  to  ho ld  h e r down and keep h e r in  the  h a r­
n e ss , I  b e lie v e  she w i l l  be r e e le c te d .

A f te r  th e  long draw n-out le g a l  b a t t l e ,  she w rote Miss G eorgia 

R obertson:

Ben C ook's law s u i t  a g a in s t  me has been  f i n a l l y  d isp o sed  o f , so 
t h a t  he cannot b r in g  an o th er one. I t  was a t e r r i b l e  ex p erience  f o r  
me and r e a l ly  a f fe c te d  me m en ta lly .

^^ I b i d . , June 19, 1923, R obertson  C ol. T ulsa U.

^ ^ L e tte r  from Ben Cook to  C ousin L iz , A p ril  25, 1922, R obertson
C o l, ,  T u lsa  U.

^^Letter from A lice  Robertson to Georgia Robertson, August 25,
1923, Robertson C o l., Tulsa U.
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A nother shock came to  Miss R obertson on August 2 , 1923, when she

heard  of the  d e a th  o f P re s id e n t H arding. The warm p e rso n a l f r ie n d sh ip

betw een them had con tinued  from  the f i r s t  time they met in  1920. She

mourned th e  d e a th  o f the  P re s id e n t ,  and in  a  l e t t e r  to  B rig a d ie r  G eneral

C harles  E. Shaw she s a id , "Never s ince  L inco ln  has th e re  been a man in

the  White House so o f the  peop le  and f o r  the people  a s  W arren G. H arding."

She m entioned t h a t  she was sure  " th e  burdens he bore  th rough  th e  summer of

271922" had saved the  n a tio n  from a c i v i l  war, b u t  i t  c o s t  him h is  l i f e .

A lice  R obertson made the p r in c ip a l  speech a t  th e  Memorial se rv ice  

a t  Muskogee f o r  th e  P re s id e n t  in  which she s a id , " I  s tu d ied  W arren Harding 

c a r e f u l ly ,  I  found th e re  was n o t a  tra c e  o f sham in  h is  make-tçi. He was 

a k ind man."^^ ~

The P r e s id e n t’ s d e a th  made the W elfare D ire c to r  f e a r  th a t  her p o s i­

t io n  a t  th e  h o s p ita l  would be made more d i f f i c u l t .  She f e l t  th e  Democrats

29m ight t r y  to  o u s t h e r . She w rote Congressman C h arles  C urry o f C a l ifo rn ia :

The d ea th  of P re s id e n t  Harding made them f e e l  t h a t  now I  had no 
f r ie n d s  th ey  cou ld  g e t  r i d  of me, and through me a ls o  d i s c r e d i t  
C olonel S c o t t  who i s ,  l ik e  n y s e lf ,  an a rc h  c r im in a l in  b e in g  a  Repub­
l ic a n  who l iv e s  in  Oklahoma.

Some tim e a f te rw a rd , she w rote to  h e r f r ie n d  W illiam  T y le r Page,

C lerk  of th e  House of R epresentatives:^*^

^ ^ L e tte r  from A lic e  R obertson  to  B rig a d ie r  G eneral C harles  E. 
Shaw, August 28, 1923, R obertson  C o l., T u lsa  U.

oft
Muskogee D aily  Phoenix , n .d . ,  c l ip p in g , R obertson  C o l. ,  O kla.

H is t .  Soc.

^ ^ L e tte r  from A lic e  R obertson to  Congressman C h arles  C urry, 
August 25, 1923,  R obertson C o l. ,  T u lsa  U.

^*^Letter from A lice  Robertson to  W illiam Tyler Page, September 6 ,
1923, Robertson C o l., Tulsa Ü.
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I  am s t i l l  having to  meet more than  I  ever thought i t  p o s s ib le  
should be th r u s t  upon me, f o r  ay crim e of be in g  a Southern  White 
R epublican j u s t  as  you a re ;  sometimes I  th in k  i t  would be e a s ie r  to  
be a Democrat in  Pennsy lvan ia , . , .

In  o rder to  aiake sure  o f her p o s i t io n  in  th e  Muskogee h o s p i ta l ,  

she wrote a l e t t e r  to  the new P re s id e n t, C alv in  C oolidge, which exp lained  

h e r d i f f i c u l t i e s  and p re se n te d  h e r s id e  of the  c o n f l i c t .  She wanted him 

to  w rite  a l e t t e r  o f co n firm a tio n  to  the  V eterans B ureau. In s te a d  of 

p re se n tin g  the  l e t t e r  to  the  P re s id e n t, Bascorab Sleiç», P r e s id e n t ia l  Secre­

ta ry ,  sen t i t  d i r e c t ly  to  th e  D ire c to r o f the  Bureau, Frank H ines, who 

r e fe r re d  i t  a t  once to  C olonel Hugh S c o tt .  H ines w rote a l e t t e r  to  the  

W elfare Worker rebuking h er fo r  n o t tak in g  the  m a tte r  tç) through th e  regu­

l a r  channels .

T his in c id e n t only aggravated  the  d i f f i c u l t i e s  betw een Miss R obert­

son and the V eterans Bureau, and i t  was the  beg inn ing  o f  the  d is c u s s io n  

which led  to  h e r d ism is sa l. At f i r s t  she asked f o r  an in d e f in i te  leave  of 

absence, ap p a ren tly  to  look f o r  an o th er jo b , b u t  was inform ed th a t  such 

g ra n ts  were made only to  employees who were i l l .  She then  req u ested  th a t  

h e r s e rv ic e s  be term ina ted  w ith o u t p re ju d ic e . T h is d e c is io n  was la rg e ly  

due to  a  re q u e s t from Mrs. E liz a b e th  Lowell Putnam, who was N atio n al P r e s i­

d en t o f the  Women*s Coolidge f o r  P re s id e n t C lub, f o r  A lice  R obertson to  

become Oklahoma S ta te  P re s id e n t and the  N a tio n a l V ic e -p re s id e n t o f the  

C lu b .32

3^ L e tte r  from A lice  R obertson to  P re s id e n t C oolidge, November 22, 
1923, R obertson C o l . ,  T u lsa  U.

32L e tte r  from Frank Hines to  A lice  R obertson , January  20, 1923; 
L e t te r  from A lice  R obertson to  Bascomb Slenç», January  19, 192b; L e t te r  from 
A lice  R obertson to  D ire c to r ,  U n ited  S ta te s  V eterans Bureau, December 21, 
1923, R obertson C o l.,  T u lsa  U.
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T his b reak  w ith  the V eterans Bureau d id  n o t mean th a t  she was n o t 

accep tab le  to  the  a d m in is tra tio n  in  W ashington. A few months l a t e r  she 

was asked to  serve on the  In d ia n  A dvisory C ouncil. She re c e iv e d  a l e t t e r  

from Dick Lay which s a id ;^ ^

I  am g lad  to  know you have consen ted  to  serve on th e  In d ia n  Ad­
v iso ry  C ouncil. . . . The Pima In d ia n s  have never shed w hite  m an's 
b lood , and have always been f r ie n d ly  to  u s . Frank R u ss e ll ,  in  h is  
book on Pima In d ian s  s a id , "The American peop le  owe the  Pimas a 
la s t in g  d eb t of g r a t i tu d e .  The C a l ifo rn ia  p io n ee rs  who tra v e rs e d  
the so u thern  ro u te  b e fo re  the days of the  r a i l r o a d s ,  owed t h e i r  l iv e s  
to  the  f r ie n d ly  brow n-skinned Pima f a th e r s  they  met along the  G ila . 
T h is t r ib e  rendered  n o tab le  a s s is ta n c e  a s  sco u ts  in  th e  long c o n te s t  
w ith  the A paches."

W ith no d e f in i te  income. Miss R obertson borrowed as  much on h e r 

home as she co u ld . Her f r ie n d s  and r e l a t i v e s  came to  her a id  w ith  f in a n ­

c i a l  g i f t s  to  t id e  h e r over u n t i l  she was ab le  to  earn  enough to  s iç ip o rt 

h e r s e l f .  Mrs. Thaw s e n t h er f iv e  hundred d o l la r s  to  help h e r  th rough  h e r 

f in a n c ia l  d i f f i c u l t i e s . ^ ^

About t h i s  tim e, Mrs. Thaw honored h e r f r ie n d  by e s ta b l is h in g  an 

A lice  R obertson S ch o la rsh ip  a t  E lm ira C o lleg e . In  a l e t t e r  to  h er a t t o r ­

ney, she sa id ;^ ^

I  w ish to  e s ta b l i s h  a s c h o la rsh ip  in  the  name of A lice  M. R obert­
son a t  E lm ira C o llege , E lm ira , New York, and would l ik e  a t  your 
e a r l i e s t  convenience, the  fo u r  thousand ($U,000) d o l la r s  n ece ssa ry , 
and which I  prom ised some time ago.

L e t te r  from Dick Lay to  A lice  R obertson , November 21, 1923, 
R obertson C o l., T u lsa  U.

^ ^ e t t e r  from P. S. Space to  A lice  R obertson , February  6 , 192J4., 
R obertson C o l., T u lsa  U.

^^Letter from Mrs. Mary C. Thaw to  P. S. Space, June 8 , 1923,
Robertson C o l., Tulsa U.
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A fte r she had severed  r e la t io n s  w ith  the  Muskogee h o s p i ta l ,  the 

form er w e lfa re  worker was f r e e  to  e n te r  th e  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  of 192\\. 

She became a c tiv e  in  th e  su p p o rt of W. B. P ine fo r  the  R epublican nomina­

tio n  f o r  U nited  S ta te s  S e n a te . J .  E. Dyche was P in e 's  campaign manager, 

and he had w r i t te n  a l e t t e r  to  Miss R obertson  ask ing  her s iç ip o rt f o r  the 

n o m i n a t i o n . H e r  accep tance  of the  in v i ta t io n  p laced  her in  a p o s i t io n  

of working a g a in s t  her long time f r ie n d .  C olonel Hugh S c o tt ,  who was a lso  

a can d id a te  f o r  the S en a te . This meant, of co u rse , t h a t  the b reach  betw een 

th e  two was com plete. P ine d e fea ted  S c o t t  in  the  p rim ary . The v o te  stood 

60,129  f o r  P in e ; 2l;,37li fo r  Eugene L orton ; and on ly  lk,3h6 f o r  S c o tt .  

V eteran  S en a to r R obert L. Owen had announced th a t  he would r e t i r e  a t  the  

end o f h is  term  on March I4., 1925, and th i s  l e f t  the  Democratic nom ination 

open to  many a s p i r a n ts .  Among them was the  r e c e n t ly  impeached Governor, 

John C. W alton, who wanted to  g e t v in d ic a t io n  a t  th e  hands o f the  p eo p le .

He was nom inated by a p l u r a l i t y  o f v o te s , b u t was soundly d e fe a te d  in  the  

gen era l e le c t io n  by R epublican  can d id a te , W. B. P in e . This was because of 

the w idespread r e v o l t  of many lo y a l Democrats who formed an ti-W alto n  c lu b s  

and fo u g h t a g g re s s iv e ly  a g a in s t  him. However, the  s ta t e  gave John D avis, 

Democratic nominee f o r  P re s id e n t, a 30,000 m a jo rity  over R epublican can d i­

d a te , C alv in  C oolidge.

L e t te r  from J .  E. Dyche to  A lice  R obertson , March 19, 1921;, 
R obertson C o l. , T u lsa  U.

Oklahoma, D ire c to ry  (1957), 82.
8I b i d . , 80, 81 . The vo te  in  th e  p rim ary  was 91,510 f o r  W alton; 

83,922  f o r  E. B. Howard; 56,2^9 f o r  T. P . Gore; 51,291 f o r  C. J .  W righ ts- 
man; 15,381; f o r  S. P . F re e lin g . The v o te  in  th e  g en e ra l e le c t io n  was W. B. 
P in e , R epublican , 339 ,6U6 ; J .  C. W alton, Democrat, 196,1;17; George W ilson, 
Farm er-Labor, 15,025. Dale and W ardell, H is to ry  o f Oklahoma, 3^.^.
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Miss R obertson  was d e lig h te d  th a t  she could  help e l e c t  a R epublican

as  S en a to r from Oklahoma, b u t was b i t t e r l y  d isap p o in ted  in  being  unable to
39secure th e  s t a t e ' s  v o te  fo r  C oolidge. F a i l in g  to  re c e iv e  any rew ard fo r  

h er e f f o r t s  in  th e  canpaign , she blamed h e r p o l i t i c a l  enemies fo r  using  

th e i r  in flu en c e  a g a in s t  h e r . She was q u ite  su re  th ey  had persuaded the 

P re s id e n t th a t  in  h e r su p p o rt o f Senator P ine she had trad ed  v o te s  a g a in s t  

th e  P re s id e n t.

The scan d a ls  o f th e  Harding a d m in is tra tio n  came to  l i g h t  soon 

a f t e r  th e  P r e s id e n t 's  d e a th , August 2, 1923. The e?q)oses rocked the 

n a tio n  w ith  r a p id  a sto n ish m en t. C abinet members—S e c re ta ry  of I n t e r io r  

A lb e rt B. F a l l ,  A tto rn ey  G eneral Harry M. Daugherty and S e c re ta ry  o f the 

Navy Edwin Devisy—were e i th e r  conv icted  f o r  b r ib e ry  or i« p lic a te d  in  the 

crim es. O thers invo lved  w ere; Harry F. S in c la i r ,  Edward L. Doheny, b o th  

w ealthy  o i l  men; Thomas ¥ . M ille r ,  A lien  P ro p e r ty  C ustodian; John T. King; 

and J e s se  Sm ith, a  c lo se  f r ie n d  and b u s in e ss  a s s o c ia te  o f D augherty.

When A lice  R obertson  heard  of the  sc a n d a ls , she im m ediately sprang 

to  the  defense  o f the  dead P re s id e n t and h is  c a b in e t members. L ik e ly  th i s  

a t t i tu d e  was due to  h e r s ia p le  honesty  and naive  t r u s t  in  everyone who ap­

peared  to  be h o n e s t. W ithout th e  f a c t s  a t  hand, she may have thought th i s  

was a ru se  to  d i s c r e d i t  th e  a d m in is tra tio n . C e r ta in ly  she would n o t be 

found in te n t io n a l ly  uphold ing  scan d a ls  and c o rru p tio n  in  government or

^ ^ L e tte r  from E liz a b e th  Putnam to  A lic e  R obertson , November 6 ,
192b, R obertson C o l. ,  T u lsa  U.

^ ^ L e tte r  from A lic e  R obertson  to  E liz a b e th  Putnam, February 5 ,
1929, R obertson  C o l. ,  T u lsa  U.

^^Wish, Contemporary America, 36b-6$.
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anywhere e l s e .  At any r a t e ,  she w rote H arry Daugherty:

I  have most b i t t e r l y  re se n te d  the  in g ra t i tu d e  and cowardice o f 
many peop le  I  know who were under d eep es t o b lig a tio n  to  the  P re s id e n t 
and y e t  t r a i l e d  a f t e r  the  pack of hyenas who a tta c k e d  the  dead th a t  
they  fe a re d  l iv in g .  In  my own case I  p a id  d ear f o r  my o u t^ o k e n  de­
v o tio n . H ines o f the  V eterans* Bureau, the  moment of h is  d e a th , s e t  
in  m otion, revenge f o r  what I  do n o t know, ex cep t th a t  I  was a b so lu te ly  
honest and they  knew I  could  n o t be handled.

I t  i s  easy  to  p ic tu re  such a w ily  p o l i t i c i a n  as  Daugherty sm iling  

a t  the n a iv e te  of th e  lo y a l R epublican. N a tu ra lly  he was glad to  h ear of 

her a l le g ia n c e . A l e t t e r  to  a  Muskogee f r ie n d  rev ea led  h is  fe e l in g  toward 

h e r . I t  c h a ra c te r iz e d  her a s  a " le v e l  headed woman, too sm art to  be fo o led  

by a l o t  o f g o ss ip , and too honest to  be a  h y p o c r ite ."  He expressed  con­

fid en ce  th a t  he could depend on h e r and p ro fe sse d  to  be unw orried by the 

grow ling and howling of " f a ls e  and ir r e s p o n s ib le  p eo p le .

To add to  a l l  o f Miss R obertson’ s confusion  and h a rd sh ip s , the  

b e a u t i fu l  home Sawokla burned to  the  ground in  A ugust, 1923. Mrs. C. E. 

S tro u v e l le ,  adqsted  d au g h te r , and her negro maid, Fannie M cIntosh, were 

the only occupants when the  f i r e  occu rred . A p a r ty  o f fo u r  g i r l s  who had 

been e n te r ta in e d  a t  Sawokla had d ep arted  only a few m inutes b e fo re  the 

f i r e  broke o u t. The two women fo u g h t th e  flam es as  b e s t  they  cou ld  and 

soon were jo in e d  by C. E. Hurd, a  g en era l workman a t  Sawokla. He and h is  

fam ily  helped c a r ry  o u t the  f u r n i tu r e .  Most o f the  p r iz e d  heirloom s and 

a la rg e  number o f h e r books and m anuscrip ts  were saved . A g re a t  p a r t  o f 

the  v a lu ab le  p ap ers  and books had been removed from the  house only  a few

^ ^ L e tte r  from A lice  R obertson to  Harry D augherty, Hay 28, 1929, 
R obertson C o l.,  T u lsa  U.

b^Letter from H. M. Daugherty to  A. H. Murcheson, A pril 23, 1929,
Robertson C o l., Tulsa U.
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days b e fo re . The firem en  were ab le  to  save tre a su re d  s i lv e r  and ch ina  

s e t s  which had been handed down from g en e ra tio n  to  g e n e ra tio n . A p ic tu re  

of Mrs. A. E. ¥ . R obertson , which her daugh ter p r iz e d  so h ig h ly , was a lso  

rescu ed . However, many v a lu a b le s  were l o s t ,  such as  im portan t documents, 

m anuscrip ts and so uven irs  which were s to re d  in  a  ch e rry  wood desk xp- 

s t a i r s .  T his desk had been a g i f t  of a grovp o f  g i r l s  in  I 883 o f W ells 

C o llege , one o f whom was Frances Folsom, l a t e r  Mrs. G rover C leveland .

S u rp rised  and shocked by the sudden trag ed y , and junping  to  con­

c lu s io n s , which seemed to  be one o f h e r f a i l i n g s ,  the  Sawokla p ro p r ie to r  

d e c la re d  th a t  i t  was the work of one o f h e r enem ies. She s a id , " I  am 

p o s i t iv e  i t  was s e t  on f i r e .  Yes, I  have enem ies, p o l i t i c a l  and o th e r­

wise who would r e s o r t  to  such a  th in g . Yes, ag a in  I  say I  b e lie v e  i t  was 

s e t  on f i r e . " ^ ^  In  ^ i t e  o f h e r a c c u sa tio n s , no evidence o f a rso n  was 

found.

Though the  days were d a rk  because she was unable to  o b ta in  employ­

ment to  secure her support and pay her o b l ig a tio n s , th e re  was some con­

s o la t io n  in  th e  f a c t  th a t  Miss R obertson  was s t i l l  reco gn ized  a s  one of 

the lead in g  women o f the n a tio n . As p ro o f th a t  h e r c o n tr ib u tio n s  were 

h ig h ly  a p p re c ia te d , honors o f  v a rio u s  k inds were made. A r a th e r  unusual 

one came when she was n o t i f ie d  t h a t  the  Steam ship Sawokla had been launched 

on A p ril 17, 1920, and d e liv e re d  to  the  Emergency F le e t  C o rp o ra tio n  on 

O ctober 13, 1920.*^

^ L e t t e r  from Mary E. Day Ayer to  A lice  R obertson , A ugust 27, 192$, 
R obertson C o l.,  T ulsa U .j Muskogee D aily  Phoenix, n .d . ,  H ise l C ol.

k̂ Ibid.

^ ^ L e tte r  from E. C. Plummer to  A lice  R obertson , November 28, 1922, 
R obertson C o l., T u lsa  U.
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A nother came from  h er be loved  s ta t e  when she was Inform ed:^^

You have been s e le c te d  by  our committee a s  a  c i t i z e n  w orthy of the 
honor o f having a t r e e  named f o r  you and which we w i l l  observe and 
commemorate Sunday, November a t  the  S ta te  C a p i ta l ,  a t  2 :30  P.M.
In  t h i s  o b se rv a tio n  we w i l l  p l a n t  one hundred t r e e s  which we w i l l  d ed i­
c a te  to  th e  memory and honor o f one hundred Oklahoma c i t i z e n s .

A v e ry  in ç o r ta n t  re c o g n it io n  came when she re c e iv e d  a l e t t e r  s t a t ­

ing th a t  she had been chosen a s  E le c to r  o f the  H a ll of Fame.^^ I t  s a id ,

" I  have th e  honor to  in v i te  you to  serve  as an E le c to r  o f  the  H a ll o f Fame 

in  the s ix th  q u in quenn ia l e le c t io n  which i s  to  take  p la c e  n ex t y e a r .”^^

A fte r  her term  as  W elfare D ire c to r  of th e  h o s p i ta l  ended, she 

found engjlpyment in  w rit in g  a r t i c l e s  f o r  v a r io u s  n e w ^ a p e rs , e s p e c ia l ly  

those  o f  Muskogee. The D aily  Oklahoman of Oklahoma C ity  w rote h e r re q u e s t­

ing a s e r i e s  of a r t i c l e s  on E xperiences in  C o n g ress .” The o f f e r  

read;^^

I  do n o t know what le n g th  your m anuscrip t on y ou r experience  in  
Congress i s  going to  b e , b u t  I  am su re  i t  w i l l  be in te r e s t in g  news­
p ap er m a te r ia l ,  and I  tak e  t h i s  means o f making you an  o f f e r  of 
$$00.00 fo r  newspaper p u b l ic a t io n  r i g h t s ,  to  a  s to ry  o f a t  l e a s t  
10,000 words in  le n g th  e n t i t l e d ,  Experience in  C o n g ress .”

J
L e tte r  from J .  S . W h iteh u rst to  A lice  R obertson , November 21, 

1923, R obertson C o l. ,  T u lsa  U.

^^The H a ll o f Fame f o r  G rea t Americans i s  a s e m i-c irc u la r  g ra n ite  
colonade on the  canç)us o f  New York U n iv e rs ity  a t  New York C ity . I t  was 
e s ta b lis h e d  in  1900 from a g i f t  o f $100,000 and l a t e r  $2$0,000, by Mrs. 
F in ley  J .  Shepard, and was d e d ic a te d  in  1901, when th e  f i r s t  tw enty-n ine 
in s c r ip t io n s  o f o u ts tan d in g  Am ericans were u n v e ile d . S e le c t io n s  a re  made 
each f iv e  y e a rs  by a  com m ittee o f one hundred e le c to r s  re p re se n tin g  each 
s t a t e  in  th e  union and appo in ted  by th e  New York U n iv e rs ity  S en a te .

^ % e t te r  from R. U. Johnson to  A lice  R obertson , O ctober I 6 , 192^, 
R obertson  C o l.,  T u lsa  U.

^^Letter from W. M. Harrison to A lice  Robertson, March 12, 1923,
Robertson C o l., Tulsa U.
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I  would be v ery  happy to  see th a t  the  a r t i c l e s  a re  p repared  in  
good form , and to  see t h a t  your m anuscrip t i s  n o t g arb led  in  p ro ­
d u c tio n .

In  O ctober, 192^, a t  the  age o f seven ty -one, she became a c o r re -  

qsondent f o r  her home town p ap e r, the  Muskogee D aily  News. The n ew ^ap er 

comment s a id ,  . A fte r  her home bu rned , d e sp ite  th e  h e a r t-b re a k in g

d isappo in tm en ts  and lo s s e s  and d e sp ite  h e r y e a r s , she has n o t l o s t  her 

sm ile nor her proud independence. She re g a rd s  the  fu tu re  w ith o u t b i t t e r ­

n e ss ."^ ^

Her d u t ie s  a s  newspaper co lum nist re q u ire d  h er to  go to  W ashington,

D. C ., where she was a member o f the  p re s s  g a l le ry  to  r e p o r t  on th e  p o l i t i ­

c a l  happenings. A f te r  se rv in g  in  th i s  c a p a c ity  f o r  abou t a  y e a r , she 

re s ig n e d . The l e t t e r  o f re s ig n a t io n  sa id ;^ ^

I t  i s  w ith  deep r e g r e t  t h a t  I  te rm in a te , what has been one o f the  
p le a s a n te s t  a s s o c ia t io n s  o f  my l i f e ,  by re s ig n in g  from th e  p re s s  
g a l le r y .  I  am n o t ab le  to  meet the  requ irem en ts  o f membership.

A few weeks l a t e r  she w rote S en a to r P in e :^ ^

I t  w i l l  be j u s t  seven weeks tomorrow s in ce  I  l e f t  W ashington a f t e r  
q u ie t ly  announcing th a t  I  had q u i t  p o l i t i c s  perm anently , so f a r  a s  any 
a c t iv e  p a r t i c ip a t io n  was concerned. In  making th i s  d e c is iv e  announce­
ment, i t  was a f t e r  c a r e fu l ly  d e l ib e ra t in g  th e  s i tu a t io n  here  and de­
c id in g  th a t  th e  one course which would make me f e e l  sa fe  in  p e rso n  and 
p ro p e r ty  was to  wipe my s l a t e  c le a n , stop  f ig h t in g  and make f r ie n d s .
I  d id  t h i s  w ith  seem ingly good r e s u l t s .

Miss R obertson  was seventy-tw o when she re s ig n ed  from the  p re s s  

g a l le ry  and re tu rn e d  to  h e r home in  Muskogee. What aw aited  h e r she d id

^^Muskogee D aily  News, O ctober 8 , 192$; S an ta  B arbara  News (C a li­
f o r n ia ) ,  March 1, 1926.

^ ^ L e tte r  from A lice  R obertson to  M. G rafton  S . W ilson, March 8, 
1926, R obertson  C o l.,  T u lsa  U.

^^Letter from A lice  Robertson to  W. B. P ine, May 1, 1926,
Robertson C o l., Tulsa U.
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n o t know, b u t  she faced  th e  rem aining few y ea rs  of h er l i f e  w ith  the  cus­

tomary courage and f o r t i tu d e .



CHAPTER X 

THE CLOSING YEARS

A lic e  R obertson liv e d  in  poverty  from the time she l o s t  her p la ce  

in  the Muskogee h o s p ita l .  She was always hopefu l o f  g e t t in g  a job which  

would support h er , s e l l in g  her land a d jo in in g  the h o s p ita l grounds to  the  

V eterans Bureau, or s tr ik in g  o i l  on her p rop erty . But u n t i l  one or more 

o f th ese  came tru e , she had to  depend on the g en ero s ity  o f  her fr ie n d s  

and r e l a t iv e s ,  fo r  th ere  were no p r o v is io n s  fo r  e ld e r ly  p eop le  such as  

fe d e r a l p en s io n s . S o c ia l S e c u r ity , or su b s id ie s  to  r e l ie v e  the burdens o f  

old  age. Perhaps i f  th ese  b e n e f i t s  had been p resen ted , she would have 

been one o f  the lead in g  opponents o f  such p a t e r n a l i s t ic  and s o c i a l i s t i c  

ten d en c ie s .

One o f  those to  send generously  to  her needs was a co u s in , G eorgia  

Robertson. In  a l e t t e r  to  Mrs. Grant Foreman, Mrs. A. R. Moore sa id , "Our 

cou sin  G eorgia Robertson i s  the one who helped  s i s t e r  A lic e  f in a n c ia l ly  so 

much."  ̂ In  one o f  her l e t t e r s  to  her beloved  kinsman, G eorgia w rote:

"Your l e t t e r  came j u s t  a l i t t l e  w h ile  ago and I  am h asten in g  to  g e t  the  

check o f f  to  you . W ill send i t  a ir  m a il. I  am sending $500 .00  o f  i t  as  

a g i f t  and $500.00  as a loan."^

^L etter from Mrs. A. R. Moore to  Mrs. Grant Foreman, June 3 , 1933, 
R obertson C o l.,  T u lsa  U.

^L etter from G eorgia R obertson to  A lic e  R obertson, May 16, 1929, 
Robertson C o l.,  T u lsa  U.
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Mrs. W illiam  Low ell Putnam d id  n o t fo r g e t  her dear fr ie n d  during  

the days o f  d i s t r e s s .  She w rote:^

I  was g lad  to  g e t  your l e t t e r  b u t so sorry  to  see  by the c l ip p in g s  
th a t you are having a hard tim e to  make both  ends m eet. I  am e n c lo s ­
ing you a cheque which I  hope you w i l l  a c c e p t, b u t i f  you w i l l  n o t  
a ccep t i t  send me som ething which you are ready to  p a r t  w ith  as i t s  
e q u iv a le n t . I  should  much p r e fe r  to  have you  a cce p t i t ,  however.

Mrs. Thaw, u n t i l  her d eath , was o f g rea t help to  M iss R obertson, 

p rov id in g  her w ith  c lo th in g  and oth er g i f t s  as needed. A fter  Mrs. Thaw's 

death , she w rote the fa m ily ;^

Mrs. Thaw always used to  take a g rea t in t e r e s t  in  wy p erson a l 
appearance. Once she saw a newspaper p ic tu r e  o f  me and a t  once I 
rece iv ed  a b r ie f  l e t t e r  t e l l i n g  me th a t my h a t as shown in  the p ic tu r e  
was q u ite  unbecoming and th a t she was sending one o f  hers by p a rce l 
p o s t .  A fter  th a t  she would never l e t  me buy another h a t.

In  June, 1927, the b e loved  Oklahoman rec e iv ed  the break she was 

hoping would come. The good news was an o f fe r  from th e Oklahoma H is­

t o r ic a l  S o c ie ty  fo r  her to  w r ite  some a r t i c l e s  fo r  p u b lic a t io n . The 

l e t t e r  read:^

I t  i s  a  p lea su re  to  rep o rt th a t  the board o f  d ir e c to r s  o f the 
H is to r ic a l  S o c ie ty  o f  Oklahoma C ity  on June tw en ty -th ird , unani­
mously p assed  a r e s o lu t io n  em ploying you a t  l e a s t  u n t i l  th e  n ext  
annual m eeting o f  th e H is to r ic a l  S o c ie ty , and I  am s a t i s f i e d  i t  w i l l  
continue on in d e f in i t e ly  fo r  the f u l l  two y e a r s , b u t th ey  d id  n ot  
want to  make t h is  employment so a s  to  a n t ic ip a te  th e  annual m e e tin g s 's  
a c t io n . You are to  prepare and c o n ç ile  the d ata  a s  to  th e  C herokees, 
Creeks and Sem inoles a t  $12$ .00  p er month, th a t  b ein g  the f u l l  appro­
p r ia t io n  p er year to  b eg in  on Ju ly  f i r s t ,  when the ap p rop ria tion  w i l l

^L etter from Mrs. W illiam  Lowell Putnam to  A lic e  R obertson,
January 22, 1927, R obertson C o l. ,  T u lsa  U.

^ L etter from A lic e  R obertson to  Mrs. Thaw's d au ghters, August 3 , 
1929, R obertson C o l. ,  T u lsa  U.

L etter  from R. S . W illiam s to A lice  Robertson, June 8 , 1927,
Robertson C o l., Tulsa U.
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be a v a ila b le .  The committee which w i l l  have s v ç e r v is io n  w i l l  be Grant 
Foreman, W. P. Thompson, G eneral W. S . Key and m y se lf.

The S o c ie ty  f e l t  i t  had made a w ise  c h o ic e . Not on ly  would the  

employment b e n e f i t  the a p p o in tee , bu t her exp erien ce in  governm ental and 

Ind ian  a f f a ir s  and p r iv a te  c o l le c t io n s  would make i t  p o s s ib le  fo r  her to  

produce in te r e s t in g  and v a lu a b le  m a ter ia l fo r  p u b lic a t io n . However, be­

cause o f f a i l in g  h e a lth , expense in  gath erin g  the data and the c o s t  o f  

stenographic a s s is ta n c e  n ecessa ry  fo r  com p ila tio n , she was unable to  a s ­

semble a g rea t amount o f  in form ation .

Other in t e r e s t s  and demands on her time in te r fe r e d  w ith  her work

w ith  the H is to r ic a l  S o c ie ty . She was b u s i ly  engaged in  w r it in g  her auto­

biography, which she never f in is h e d ,  and a h is to r y  o f the s t a t e  o f  Okla­

homa, w ith  en p b asis on the e a r ly  y e a r s .^  R equests fo r  in form ation  and 

documents on h is t o r ic a l  su b je c ts  came from many p a r ts  o f the country .

T his was a co n sta n t drain  vpon her a t te n t io n  and tim e. In  response to  one 

o f  the req u e sts  she wrote

I  am v ery  sorry to  seem ungraciou s, b u t i t  i s  s in p ly  im p ossib le  
fo r  me to  take tim e or s tren g th  to  answer the q u e stio n s  you a sk .

From a l l  over the country such req u ests  come to  me, and much as
I  r e g r e t  to  seem n ot in t e r e s t e d ,  and I  r e a l ly  am, I  am fo rce d  to  
r e fu s e .

She a ls o  made the su g g e stio n  to  Richard Loyd Jones th a t  she w r ite
O

a supplement to  h is  h is to r y  o f  T u lsa . Her remarks were:

^ L etter  from A lic e  R obertson to  Mr. L. H. R oberts, October L,
1929,  Robertson C o l. ,  T u lsa  U.

7
L e tte r  from A lic e  R obertson to  Margaret E. W atts, February 12,

1930, R obertson C o l. ,  T u lsa  U.
O
L etter  from A lice  Robertson to  Richard Lqyd Jones, September 23,

1927, Robertson C o l., Tulsa U.
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The su g g estio n  was made to  me th a t  I  simplement your H istory  o f  
T u lsa , r e c e n t ly  p u b lish ed , which I  have k ep t, and I am sending you  
the e n c lo sed , which goes back fa r th e r  than anything I  have seen in  
p r in t .

I  am frank to  say I  would l ik e  to  do some space work fo r  you. I  
am under an appointm ent by the S ta te  H is to r ic a l S o c ie ty , a t  a sa la ry  
o f $ 1 , 500.00  a year to  do h is t o r ic a l  research  work fo r  the Cherokees, 
Creeks and S em in oles. T his does n o t a llow  me a l iv in g  wage and in  
a d d itio n  provide the s e r v ic e s  o f  a very  necessary  stenographer. I  
s h a ll  soon be 7U. I  have a v a s t  fund o f m ater ia l on e a r ly  Oklahoma 
no one e l s e  has.

In  w r itin g  to  those she knew, and to  r e la t iv e s  who m ight help

her, she made no s e c r e t  o f  the need fo r  th e ir  a s s is ta n c e  or the n e c e s s ity
9

o f more income. In  one o f th ese  l e t t e r s  she sa id :

I  never in  my l i f e  rec e iv ed  more honors from the p eop le  o f Okla­
homa than in  the p a s t  few  months and never in  my l i f e  have I  had to  
pray fo r  money to  l iv e  on. The l a s t  le g is la tu r e  made no appropri­
a t io n  to  continue the $125 .00  a month th a t they gave me fo r  ny r e ­
search  work. They say I  am the b e s t  loved woman in  the s t a t e ,  but 
th a t  does n o t feed  mej so  I  j u s t  have to  pray every  day, and I  have 
n o t starved  y e t  and I  d o n 't  exp ect to .

There was one avenue o f  escape from her f in a n c ia l  embarrassment 

which was e x p lo ite d  to  the utm ost— the s e l l in g  o f  her land ad jo in in g  the  

h o s p ita l to  th e V eterans Bureau. A t the o u tse t  o f t h is  scheme, she wrote 

d ir e c t ly  to  th e D irector o f  the Bureau and la t e r  to  maty o th ers  in  respon­

s ib le  p o s it io n s  to  e n l i s t  th e ir  a id  in  the p r o je c t .  M iss Robertson had 

been convinced th a t the head o f the Bureau, Frank H ines, a s  w e ll  a s  C olonel 

Hugh S c o t t ,  were p reju d iced  a g a in s t  her and because o f  p erson a l s p i t e ,  were 

stand ing in  the way o f  the s a le .  As e a r ly  as May, 1926, she wrote Oklahoma 

Senator W. B. Pine:^^

^L etter from A lic e  R obertson to  Thomas A. L a tta , Ju ly  31 , 1929, 
Robertson C o l. ,  T ulsa U.

^ \ e t t e r  from A lice  Robertson to W. B. P ine, May 1, 1926, Robertson
C o l., Tulsa U.
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I  have r e a l  e s ta t e  th a t  I  th in k  a t  moderate v a lu a tio n  i s  worth  
t h ir t y - f iv e  to  fo r ty  thousand d o l la r s ,  a v a lu a b le  lib r a r y , no l e s s  
va lu a b le  Ind ian  c o l le c t io n s  a g a in s t  which «y t o t a l  indebtedness does 
n ot exceed s ix  thousand d o lla r s ,  $ 2 ,0 0 0 .0 0  o f  t h i s  i s  5^ s ta te  land  
lo a n . I f  "Washington” agrees to  purchase j u s t  a p a rt o f  my farm I  
co u ld , I  am su re , make a loan  th a t would p u t me on ny f e e t  t i l l  the  
sa le  i s  consuraated.

Another l e t t e r  to  Senator Pine e a r ly  in  J u ly , 1928, s ta te d  th a t  

Dr. Edwin T. R ose, who had succeeded C olonel Hugh S c o t t  as head o f  the 

V eterans H osp ita l in  1927, was anxious to  buy the fo r ty  a cres  which she 

thought the government should purchase a t  a p r ic e  o f  $20 ,000 .00 .^ ^  She 

argued th a t  w ith  the passage o f the $1^ ,000 ,000  A ppropriation  B i l l  in tr o ­

duced by R ep resen ta tive  E dith  Rogers o f  M assachusetts, t h is  step  should
1 p

be taken. She concluded:

So fa r  a s  I  know, there i s  a b so lu te ly  no reason  why t h is  property  
should n o t have been taken over long ago by the government, ex cep t fo r  
Hugh S c o t t ' s  hatred  o f  me and h is ,  to  me incom prehensible in flu e n c e  
over D irec to r  H ines, who has a ls o  shown g rea t unkindness to  me.

In  s p it e  o f  the urgency o f her req u est and the e f f o r t s  o f those  

in te r e s te d  in  the c a se . D irector H ines remained opposed to  the purchase.

He sa id  the Bureau had no need fo r  the land and had no p la n s  fo r  i t s  pur-

13chase in  the near fu tu r e . S h o rtly  b e fo re  t h is  sta tem en t, she wrote to  

R ep resen ta tive  Rogers to  e n l i s t  her a s s is ta n c e  in  ob ta in in g  th e s a le  o f  the  

land , saying:^^

“^L etter from B. W. Black to  W. B. P in e , February 11, 1928, 
Robertson C o l. ,  T ulsa U.

^^Letter from A lic e  Robertson to  W. B. P in e , J u ly  9 , 1928, Robert­
son C o l. ,  T ulsa  U .; The ap p rop ria tion  o f  t h is  b i l l  was fo r  V eterans H osp it­
a l s .

13
L etter  from Frank T. H ines to  Mrs. E. N. R ogers, August 11, 1928, 

R obertson C o l. ,  T ulsa U.

^ ^ e t te r  from A lice  Robertson to  R epresentative Edith Rogers,
July 18, 1928, Robertson C o l., Tulsa U.
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The m edical o f f i c e r  in  charge o f tlie Muskogee H o sp ita l has r e ­
p orted  to  the Veterans* Bureau the need o f  t h i s  p ie c e  o f ground by 
the H o sp ita l and req u ested  i t s  purchase. I  th in k  a l i t t l e  encourage­
ment from you would be o f  g r e a te s t  p o s s ib le  help  to  me, so i f  you  
w i l l  do t h is  you may be the means o f  g iv in g  me a new le a se  on l i f e ,  
fo r  my f in a n c ia l  c o n d itio n  i s  a t  i t s  lo w est ebb.

id
Then aga in  in  the e a r ly  p a r t  o f  1 9 2 9 , she w rote:

I  s e n t  a l l  lay papers in  the Veterans* Bureau m atter to  P at Hurley  
who has H ines same o ld  e v a s iv e  answer, th a t  no enlargem ent o f  the  
h o s p ita l  i s  conteuçdated  a t  p r e se n t . Anybody th a t  knew anyth ing  
about the f a c t s  would understand th a t needed land i s  n o t a d d it io n a l  
b u ild in g .

F a il in g  to  r e a l iz e  fa v o ra b le  a c t io n  from her e f f o r t s  thus f a r ,  she 

turned to  the a id  o f  Mrs. Putnam and req u ested  her to  se e  i f  she could  g e t  

the P re s id en t to  order H ines to  buy her p rop erty . Again she a s se r te d  t lia t  

i t  was c le a r  H ines ob jected  to  the purchase because o f  p erso n a l s p i t e ,  and 

a ls o  charged th a t  C olonel S c o t t  hated her because she had succeeded in  

fo r c in g  the d ism is sa l o f  a p aro led  c o n v ic t  from the h o s p ita l w h ile  working 

a s W elfare D irec to r . A l e t t e r  to  her fr ie n d , Mrs. Putnam, rev e a led : "I

have a la rg e  box f i l l e d  w ith  documentary ev idence o f  the crookedness which  

I  a t  f i r s t  rep orted  to  Dr. S c o t t  n o t knowing i t  was w ith  h is  connivance."  

The l e t t e r  concluded w ith  the p a th e t ic  n o te , "The P re s id en t cou ld  turn the  

c lo ck  back f iv e  y ea rs  i f  he would t e l l  H ines what he must do."^^

One more remote p o s s i b i l i t y  remained which would p u t M iss Robert­

son on "easy  s tr e e t" — the d isco v ery  o f o i l  on her farm or enough gas fo r  

commercial p ro d u ctio n . In  the summer o f  1927, o i l  was found, and i t  was 

thought t h i s  m ight be the answer to  her p ra y er . When th e  news reached

l5
L etter  from A lic e  R obertson to  W. B. P in e , 1929, month and day 

n ot g iv e n , R obertson C o l . ,  T u lsa  U.

^^Letter from A lic e  Robertson to  Mrs. W illiam  Lowell Putnam,
February 5 , 1929, Robertson C o l., Tulsa U.
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G eorgia R obertson , she w rote h e r cousin :

I  ex p ect because o f  the p u b l ic i t y  g iven  to  your w e ll th a t  you w i l l  
be b e s ie g e d  by any number o f  p eop le  w ith  a hard luck  s to r y . Everyone 
knows, a s  Mr. Turnbull sa id  to  me th a t  you "are ea sy  and they  w i l l  work 
you fo r  a l l  they can g e t  out o f  y o u .”

Having known som ething o f how you have g iv en  away a l l  your sub­
stance in  the p a s t ,  I  f e e l  j u s t i f i e d  in  p e a k in g  v ery  p la in ly .

The r ic h e s  which the w e l l s  promised soon fad ed , b u t aga in  in  1930

th ere was an o i l  boom north  o f  the c i t y ,  near Sawokla. She le a sed  her

land to  a d r i l l in g  cosç>any and rec e iv e d  $160 .50  a s  the f i r s t  r o y a lty  check .

Succeed ing ones were fo r  about $100 .00  each . T his was n o t much but i t

l8gave her some com forting r e l i e f  from worry.

In  1929, M iss R ob ertson 's  work w ith  the Oklahoma H is to r ic a l  S o c i­

e t y  came to  a c lo s e ,  because the sp e c ia l a p p rop ria tion  made by th e s ta te

19le g is la t u r e  was not extended . This was q u ite  a blow  to  h er, fo r  meager 

as th e sa la ry  was, i t  had been something upon which she cou ld  r e ly .  Mow 

she was forced  to  resume the s e l l in g  o f  her p r e c io u s  Indian  c u r io s  and 

and r e l i c s ,  which she had done to  some e x te n t  s in c e  the end o f  her cançiaign 

in  1922. Some o f  them she l i t e r a l l y  " k issed  goodbye," s in c e  i t  was so  

d i f f i c u l t  fo r  her to  p a r t  w ith  them."*^

An ad v ertisem en t w ith  a tone of sadness appeared  in  the  lo c a l

17L etter  from G eorgia R obertson to  A lic e  R obertson, February 6 ,
1927, Robertson C o l. ,  T ulsa U.

1 fl
L etter  from A lic e  R obertson to  Jack and Jane, December 23, 1930, 

R obertson C o l . ,  T u lsa  U.

19L etter  from Judge R. L. W illiam s to  A lic e  R obertson, November 27, 
1929,  R obertson C o l . ,  T ulsa  U.

?0L etter  from A lic e  R obertson to  Mrs. E liz a b e th  Putnam, March 1,
1928, R obertson C o l . ,  T u lsa  U.
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21

M iss A lic e  R obertson c a l l s  your a t te n t io n  th a t  her sa le  w i l l  con­
tin u e  a few  days lo n g er . New th in g s are b e in g  added to  her d isp la y  
d a i ly .  You are in v ite d  to  in s p e c t  her chinaw are, g lassw are, l in e n s ,  
Indian  c u r io s  and a large  assortm ent o f  p r e se r v e s , jams, p ic k le s ,  
j e l l i e s  and r e l i s h e s .

Because o f  her r ic h  exp erien ce and a b i l i t y  as an e n te r ta in in g  

speaker, A lic e  R obertson was busy making appearances a t  lo c a l  m eetings  

around the v i c in i t y  o f  Muskogee. She enjoyed the opportunity  o f p a r t i ­

c ip a tin g  in  sch oo l programs and g iv in g  the ch ild r e n  sk etch es  o f  Indian  

l i f e  in  Oklahoma, as w e ll  a s  b i t s  o f  advice fo r  which she was famous. On 

one o cca sio n  she to ld  the s tu d en ts  n ot to  a b b rev ia te , because more m is­

ta k es and lo s s e s  were made by t h is  p r a c t ic e  than by any o th er . She r e ­

c a l le d  th a t  during her se r v ic e  as p ostm aster , many l e t t e r s  were l o s t  b e-

22cause o f  a b b rev ia tio n .

She took an a c t iv e  p a r t in  the P r e s id e n t ia l  nom ination and cam­

paign  o f  1928, d e sp ite  her age and f in a n c ia l  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  and attended

b oth  the s ta te  and n a tio n a l Republican C onventions ju s t  a s  she had done 

23in  192U. As a d e le g a te  she gave her sv çp ort to  Senator C harles C u rtis  

fo r  the R epublican nom ination. A fter  th e s ta te  con ven tion , the d e le g a te  

wrote Pat Hurley:

21Muskogee D a ily  Phoenix, n .d . ,  H ise l C ol.

^^Interview  w ith  M iss G oldie M. Lemon, teach er in  A lic e  M. Robert­
son Junior High S ch o o l, Muskogee, Oklahoma, September 20, 1956.

^^L etter from J . E. McKirdy, June 21, 192L, Robertson C o l. ,  T ulsa  
IT. The person  to  whom the l e t t e r  was sen t i s  n o t m entioned.

^ V e tte r  from A lice  Robertson to  Pat Hurley, A pril 27, 1928,
Robertson C o l., Tulsa U.
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While I  am s t i l l  hopefu l fo r  C u r t is ,  I  s in ç ly  g lo r ie d  in  the  way 
you handled your man Hoover*s candidacy . The l a s t  few days would seem 
to  in d ic a te  th a t  you a re  going to  win hands down, b u t whether you do 
win o r n o t f o r  Hoover, you have won f o r  P a t H urley a s  u su a l.

P a t H urley d id  win th e  nom ination f o r  h is  man Hoover and was r e ­

warded w ith  the appointm ent to  the  p o s i t io n  o f S e c re ta ry  of War. T h is was 

the  beginning  of n a t io n a l  and in te rn a t io n a l  prominence which Mr. H urley 

achieved during  h is  s e rv ic e  in  th e  government.

The e le c t io n  o f 1928 was one o f g re a t  excitem en t over the  coun try . 

The is su e s  and p e r s o n a l i t i e s  c re a te d  a  cançiaign of f e a r ,  rumor and p re ju ­

d ic e s . Miss R obertson  was much concerned when the  Democrats began backing 

the  candidacy o f A lfred  E. Sm ith o f Hew York on a "wet" t i c k e t .  Because 

of h is  being  a  "wet" and a C a th o lic , she f e l t  i t  would be a  n a tio n a l ca­

lam ity  i f  he were nominated and e le c te d . She wrote h er s i s t e r  Grace Mer­

rim an o f a  co n v e rsa tio n  w ith  S ena to r R obert L. Owen as they  re tu rn e d  from 

W ashington. He adm itted  th a t  the  Democrats would have l i t t l e  o r  no chance 

o f w inning th e  p r e s id e n t i a l  e le c t io n  i f  Sm ith were nom inated. Owen had 

a ttençited  to  p re v e n t the  Democratic d e le g a tio n  from Cklahoma from going 

f o r  Sm ith b u t was u n su cc e ss fu l. She c lo sed  h e r l e t t e r  by say in g , " In  

th ese  tro u b lo u s  p o l i t i c a l  tim es one must p ray  and t r u s t ,  knowing th a t  

God can make the w rath  o f man to  p ra is e  Him, and the  rem ainder He w i l l  

r e s t r a i n . "2^

In  the  same correspondence w ith  her s i s t e r ,  she to ld  o f  a  v i s i t  

to  the  Putnam home w h ile  she was in  the  E a s t. Mrs. Putnam had p a id  fo r  

the  t r i p  h er f r ie n d  made to  the  N a tio n a l D aughters of th e  American

25L etter from A lice  Robertson to  Grace Merriman, îfay 2 , 1928,
Robertson C o l., Tulsa U.
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R evo lu tion  C onvention, and she w ent on to  Boston to  spend some time w ith  

Mrs. Putnam. In  a d d it io n  to  d is c u s s io n s  abou t the  p o l i t i c a l  s i tu a t io n  in  

the  co u n try , th e  g u e s t from Oklahoma ta lk e d  w ith  those  who had a  v i t a l  

connection  w ith  the  famous S acco -V anzetti c a se . She r e la te d  t h i s  most 

unusual experience  by say ing :^^

I  cou ld  n o t s ta y  f o r  a  d in n e r p a r ty  Mrs. Putnam was g iv in g  th a t  
n ig h t  in  honor o f  Judge Thayer who handled th e  S acco-V anzetti t r i a l .  
They came in  l a t e  in  the  a fte rn o o n  f o r  te a  b e fo re  r e s t in g  u n t i l  th e  
d in n e r hour, so t h a t  I  had a  t h r i l l i n g  v i s i t  w ith  them. I  co n s id e r 
th i s  co up le , w ife as w e ll as  husband to  have been among A m erica 's  
h e ro e s . S ix  y e a rs  and a h a l f  o f fa c in g  d e a th  to  sp rin g  içion them 
a t  any moment and y e t  to  s ta y  tru e  to  th e  t r u s t .

She gave h e r im pression  o f  the  p o l i t i c a l  s i tu a t io n  in  Oklahoma and 

p re d ic te d  d e fe a t  fo r  the  Democrats in  the  s ta t e  i f  they  in s i s t e d  on A1 

Sm ith a s  t h e i r  c an d id a te . W riting  to  Mrs. Mary C handler Hale she s a id :^ ?

I  had to  go because i t  i s  a ve ry  c r i t i c a l  tim e in  t h i s  s ta t e  
where th e  in v is ib le  empire has c o n tro l p o l i t i c a l l y  and th a t  i t  should  
have gone in to  th e  A1 Sm ith column seems in c re d ib le .  I f  th ey  r e a l l y  
do, as  now seems p ro b a b le , go th a t  way i t  w i l l  mean Oklahoma going 
R epublican  a s  i t  d id  in  1920. Because Oklahoma i s  a  d ry  s t a t e  and a 
P r o te s ta n t  s t a t e ,  and w hile  th ey  may manage to  c a s t  th e  Sm ith v o te  in  
the  Convention th ey  can never c a r ry  him th rough  any e le c t io n  in  t h i s  
s t a t e ,  becaus": th e re  are  n o t enough w et R epublicans to  help  them o u t.

The R epublican  P a rty  h e ld  i t s  n a tio n a l  convention  in  Kansas C ity  

in  June, 1928, and on the  f i r s t  b a l l o t  nom inated H e rb ert C. Hoover f o r  

P re s id e n t and C h arles  C u r tis  f o r  V ic e -P re s id e n t. Miss R obertson  was 

w rit in g  f o r  a  Muskogee newspaper a t  t h i s  tim e under the c a p tio n , "Miss 

A lice  S ays,"  and she devoted much o f her space to  p o l i t i c a l  is s u e s  and 

o p in io n s . She s e n t o u t a  c i r c u la r  l e t t e r  to  a l l  th e  members of th e  P re s ­

b y te r ia n  church , ask in g  them to  co n sid e r t h e i r  v o te  fo r  th e  P re s id e n t  v e ry

Ẑ ib id .
27L etter from A lice  Robertson to  Mary Chandler Hale, May 10, 1926,

Robertson C o l., Tulsa U.
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s e r io u s ly  and n o t l e t  t h e i r  Dem ocratic a f f i l i a t i o n  lead  them to  v o te  fo r

C ath o lic ism . She m entioned the  danger to  the  church i f  Sm ith were e le c te d ,

and s a id  th a t  we must keep C ath o lic ism  from  trium phing in  t h i s  n a tio n
28

where her f o r e f a th e r s  had fo u g h t and d ie d  f o r  r e l ig io u s  l i b e r ty .

H erb ert Hoover was e le c te d  by a  la n d s lid e  and in  th e  v o tin g  c a r ­

r ie d  Oklahoma by a m a jo r ity  o f abou t 175^000 v o te s . The Democrats were 

h o p e less ly  d iv id ed  in  th e  s t a t e .  Governor Henry S. Jo h n sto n , h im se lf a 

d ry , gave h a lf -h e a r te d  endorsem ent to  Sm ith and in  so doing a l ie n a te d  

th e  d rys who had supported  him in  p rev io u s  cam paigns. W ith t h i s  p o l i t i c a l  

s i tu a t io n ,  many Democrats v o ted  R epublican in  the  P r e s id e n t ia l  c o n te s t ,  

and the p a r ty  b a re ly  h e ld  a  m a jo rity  in  the  s ta t e  l e g i s l a tu r e .  The Repub­

l ic a n s  a lso  p icked  up two c o n g re ss io n a l s e a ts ,  tiie f i r s t  and f i f t h  d i s ­

t r i c t s . ^ ^

Miss R obertson may have in tended  to  r e t i r e  from a c tiv e  p o l i t i c s

when she re s ig n ed  from th e  P re s s  G a lle ry  and re tu rn e d  to  Muskogee, b u t

she was unable to  keep her p rom ise . Not only was she busy in  th e  e le c t io n s

o f 1928, b u t  in  1929 she went to  W ashington to  lobby a g a in s t  th e  new

M atern ity  B i l l .  She w rote a  f r ie n d  abou t her experience  and saidz^O

On th e  13th day o f Jan u ary —Sunday—I  g o t a w ire from my f r ie n d  
Mrs. Putnam ask ing  me to  w ire  im m ediately i f  I  would go to  Washing­
to n  to  ^ e a k  on Thursday, th e  17th b e fo re  the House Committee b e fo re  
whom th e  u b iq u ito u s  M ate rn ity  B i l l  was to  have a  hearin g  in  the  w o rs t 
form in  which i t  had ev er been p re se n te d . I  w ired accep tance and made

08No d a te  to  th i s  c i r c u l a r  l e t t e r ,  R obertson C o l., T u lsa  U.

Z^Oklahoma, D ire c to ry  (1957), 72, 73, l5b -57 ; Dale and W ardell,
Hi s to ry  o f Oklahoma, 3^9^

^ ^ e t te r  from Miss Robertson to  Carol, March 10, 1929, la s t  name
not g iven , Robertson C o l., Tulsa U.
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h a s ty  p re p a ra t io n s  and l e f t  Mondaj’- n ig h t ,  re p o r tin g  to  Mrs. Putnam a t  
the  Mayflower H otel on Wednesday n ig h t where I  was her g u e s t u n t i l  
a f t e r  the  d in n e r F rid ay  n ig h t .  She added an e x tra  f i f t y  d o l la r s  to  
have a good tim e f o r  a few days, so I  changed from the  Mayflower where 
f i f t y  d o l la r s  looks l ik e  f i f t y  c e n ts  ou t here to  the  com paratively  
m oderate p r ic e d  George W ashington In n , where I  am q u ite  a t  home . . .

saying

A few days l a t e r  she w rote Judge W illiam s about the  same m a tte r 

31

In  m id-January  I  went v ery  unexpected ly  to  W ashington. K(y f r ie n d , 
Mrs. W illiam  Lowell Putnam of Boston w irin g  me ask ing  me to  appear 
b e fo re  the  I n t e r s t a t e  and F o re ig n  Commerce Committee of the  House, to  
speak a g a in s t  th e  Sheppard-Towner B i l l ,  which by the  a c tio n  o f a 
ram pant m in o rity  of women jo b -h o ld e rs  and th e i r  f r ie n d s  seemed in  
danger o f be ing  re p o rte d  fa v o ra b ly  from the  Committee in  a f a r  more 
u n c o n s ti tu t io n a l  and o b je c tio n a b le  form than  ever b e fo re . My expenses 
were a l l  generously  p a id .

The U n iv e rs ity  of T u lsa  gave i t s  p r in c ip a l  founder a w e ll deserved

re c o g n itio n  when i t  c o n fe rred  tpon  her th e  honorary LL.D. degree fo r  the

32work she had done f o r  the school and the  s ta t e  o f Oklahoma. I t  was the

33f i r s t  degree o f le a rn ed  l i t e r a t u r e  ever co n fe rred  by the  U n iv e rs ity ."

Upon th e  p re s e n ta t io n  o f the  diplom a to  her on May 30, 1928, she s a id :^ ^

There was a  day, never mind how many y e a rs  ago, when I  s a t  way 
back in  the  c o lle g e  chapel and a te  ny h e a r t  o u t because I  could  n o t 
o b ta in  a  d eg ree . I  h e s i ta te d  a t  f i r s t  to  a ccep t t h i s  deg ree , be­
cause I  f e l t  I  d id  n o t deserve  i t ,  b u t  someone has s a id , "Maude Adams 
has been awarded the degree f o r  in te rp re t in g  Shakespeare and you have 
been  in te r p r e t in g  human so u ls  th roughou t a l l  th ese  y e a rs ."  I  have 
t r i e d  to  do ny l i t t l e  b i t  to  help  o th e rs ,  n o t f o r  n y s e lf ,  b u t f o r  the  
sake of ny m issionary  a n c e s to rs .

" ^ L e tte r  from  A lice  R obertson  to  Judge R. L. W illiam s, March 19,
1929,  R obertson C o l., T u lsa  U.

3?Muskogee D aily  Phoenix , n .d . ,  H ise l C ol.

T ulsa  W orld, March 9, 1926.

^^U nclassified  m aterial in  H ise l Col.
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In  commenting vqjon th e  occasion  o i the  c o n fe rrin g  of th e  degree,

the T u lsa  World headed i t s  e d i t o r i a l ,  "Oklahoma's Most U seful C i t iz e n ,"
3d

and in  i t s  c lo s in g  p arag raph  s a id :

The q u a l i t i e s  of her s ig n a l success and growing re n o m ; homely 
p h ilo s o p l^ , in h e re n t n a tu ra l  honesty— a womanly woman. "The sa n e s t, 
most a t t r a c t iv e  and most i n f l u e n t i a l  p o l i t i c a l  f ig u re  th a t  has come 
to  Washington in  a d ecad e ,” s a id  an o th er M etropo litan  jo u rn a l .  She 
i s  th a t ,  and a l l  Oklahoma i s  proud o f h e r . Her p a tr io t is m  i s  so 
u n o b stru s iv e  th a t  one never th in k s  o f i t  a t  a l l .

A nother honor was bestow ed tpon  Miss R obertson when the  T ulsa 

Board o f E ducation named one o f i t s  schoo ls  in  her memorj'’. She rece iv ed  

the fo llo w in g  l e t t e r  from th e  school b o a r d :^

The Board of E ducation , a t  i t s  m eeting held  Ju ly  16, o f f i c i a l l y  
named one of the  new schoo ls  now in  p ro g re ss  of c o n s tru c tio n  the 
A lice  M. R obertson School.

The Board of E ducation , in  naming the  school recognized  the 
d i s t i n c t  c o n tr ib u tio n  you have made toward the s o c ia l ,  r e l ig io u s  
and c u l tu r a l  l i f e  of the  In d ia n  T e r r i to ry  and the S ta te  o f Oklahoma.

The A lice  M. R obertson school i s  d e s tin ed  to  be one of the  
l a r g e s t  grade schoo ls in  the  c i ty .

In  1929, she was chosen by the  Board of D ire c to rs  of th e  S ta te  

B usiness and P ro fe ss io n a l Women's Clubs o f Oklahoma, a s  the  s t a t e 's  

o u ts tan d in g  p ro fe s s io n a l woman to  re p re se n t the s ta t e  in  a c o n te s t  he ld  

a t  Mackinac I s la n d , M ichigan, in  J u ly . S im ila r  s e le c t io n s  were made by 

every o th e r s ta t e  in  th e  union and from th ese  f o r ty - e ig h t  c an d id a te s  the  

one was e le c te d  who, in  th e  op in ion  o f th e  judges, stood  ou t over a l l  

o th e r American women. The Oklahoma d e le g a tio n  p re sen ted  a sk e tch  d e p ic t­

ing the  l i f e  o f th e i r  r e p re s e n ta t iv e ,  and a t  which tim e she rece iv ed  many

^^"A lice Mary R obertson ,"  a panç>hlet in  R obertson C o l., T u lsa  U.

^^Letter from W. F. Graham to  A lice  Robertson, July 18, 1929,
Robertson C o l.. Tulsa U.
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d is tin g u ish e d  h onors."  In  n o tify in g  her of the  s e le c t io n .  Miss W innifred  

McMichael wrote

. . .  We have g iven  your name as  th a t  of th e  most famous woman of 
Oklahoma. Your work a s  a  m issio n ary , an ed u ca to r and a s  congresswoman 
has been so c o lo r fu l  and so w orthw hile and your l i f e  has been so f u l l  
o f r e a l  s e rv ice  to  your fellowm en, your s t a t e  and you r c o u n try , t h a t  
we should have the most o u ts tan d in g  ep isode in  th e  whole p ag ean t.

In  p re se n tin g  th e i r  cho ice  fo r  the n a t io n a l  c o n te s t ,  th e  S ta te
30

F ed e ra tio n  wrote the fo llo w in g  e n try :

The Oklahoma F e d e ra tio n  of B usiness and P ro fe s s io n a l Women's 
Clubs has the  v e ry  g re a t  honor to  p re s e n t  f o r  your c o n s id e ra tio n  a s  
the  forem ost b u s in e ss  and p ro fe s s io n a l woman in  the  U nited  S ta te s  to ­
day:

Miss A lice  R obertson LL.D ., a  member o f the Muskogee Camp S panish  
American War V eteran s , o f the  D aughters o f the American R ev o lu tio n , 
o f the  P re sb y te r ia n  Church, o f the  R epublican P a r ty , and o f the  Musko­
gee B usiness and P ro fe s s io n a l Women's Club.

The U n iv e rs ity  of T u lsa  had p re sen ted  a  h i s to r i c a l  p ag ean t d e p ic t­

ing the  e v e n tfu l l i f e  o f A lice  M. R obertson j u s t  p r io r  to  th e  one to  be 

p re sen ted  a t  the  N ational C o n test in  M ichigan, In  answer to  th e  l e t t e r  

from Miss McMichael, she r e p l ie d ,  " I  am sending you a copy o f the  H is to r ­

ic a l  Pageant g iven  l a s t  June by th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f T u lsa  which was d ed i­

c a ted  to  me."^^

I t  was im possib le  f o r  h e r to  g e t  by on the  g i f t s  o f f r ie n d s  and 

r e l a t i v e s  and s in ce  she made no s e c r e t  of her f in a n c ia l  c o n d itio n , the

3 7
Muskogee D aily  Phoenix , Ju ly  7, 1929; Foreman, "Honorable A lice  

R obertson ,"  17.

L e tte r  from W innifred McMichael to  A lice  R obertson , March 26, 
1929, R obertson C o l., T u lsa  U.

39">.lice M. R obertson ,"  a pangshlet in  R obertson C o l. ,  T u lsa  U.

^^Letter from A lice  Robertson to  Winnifred McMichael, n .d . ,
Robertson C o l., Tulsa U.
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in fo rm atio n  came to  the  a t t e n t io n  o f Mbrs. Frank Korn, P re s id e n t o f th e  

Oklahoma H is to r ic a l  S o c ie ty . R ea liz in g  th a t  the  s ta t e  o f Cklahoma owed 

a d eb t o f g ra t i tu d e  to  t h i s  noted p e rso n  f o r  th e  work she had done f o r  

the  s ta t e  and n a tio n , Mrs. Korn conceived the  id ea  o f a memorial fund o f 

$50 , 0 00 .00  which was to  be in v ested  to  y ie ld  a r e tu r n  of $200.00 a month.

In  exchange f o r  the  $200.00 a month income f o r  the  r e s t  o f her l i f e .  Miss 

R obertson  was to  deed h er p ro p e r ty , in c lu d in g  h e r land  n ex t to  the  V e te r­

ans H o sp ita l , to  the  Oklahoma Memorial A sso c ia tio n , and the  a s s o c ia t io n  was 

to  assume a l l  h e r d e b ts .  A t her d e a th  th e  p r in c ip a l  was to  be used to  

c o n s tru c t  a home f o r  th e  aged needy on the  p ro p e r ty  a s  a  m e m o r ia l .M e m ­

b e rs  o f the a s s o c ia t io n  were Judge J .  R. K eaton, S en a to r Elmer Thomas,

E. E. D ale, W alter Ferguson, James S. Buchanan, and W illiam  B. B iz s e l l .^ ^

A fte r  in te r e s t in g  a  few o f h e r f r ie n d s  in  the  p r o je c t ,  Mrs. Korn 

began th e  cançaign  to  r a i s e  the  amount needed f o r  th e  fund. D esp ite  th e  

a l l  o u t e f f o r t  by th e  p rom oter, the p r o je c t  never a t t r a c te d  the  a t t e n t io n  

and support which b ack e rs  o f the a s s o c ia t io n  though t i t  would. I t  c e r ­

t a in ly  was n o t due to  the  la ck  of a p p re c ia tio n  f o r  the  work Miss R obertson  

had done or to  th e  absence o f p o p u la r i ty ,  b u t  to  th e  g enera l f in a n c ia l  

c o n d itio n s  o f th e  tim es . The d r iv e  to  r a i s e  money came j u s t  a f t e r  the  

s to ck  m arket c ra sh  in  O ctober, 1929. People who could  and would help  such

^ ^ L e tte r  from Mrs. Korn to  A lice  R obertson , December 11, 1929, 
R obertson C o l.,  T u lsa  Ü. A copy o f the  c o n tr a c t  between Miss R obertson 
and th e  Oklahoma Memorial A sso c ia tio n  i s  in  the  R obertson C o l., T u lsa  U .j 
L e t te r  from A lice  R obertson  to  the  Oklahoma Memorial A sso c ia tio n , Decem­
b e r  13 ,  1929 , R obertson C o l.,  T u lsa  U.

L etter from Mrs. Frank Korn to  A lice  Robertson, n .d .,  Robertson
C o l., Tulsa U.
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a w orthy p r o je c t  were having to  make ad justm en ts  of t h e i r  own; however.

some of the h o n o re e 's  f r ie n d s  s e n t th e i r  c o n g ra tu la tio n s  and checks to

ole

M

b eg in  the  d r iv e . Mrs. Putnam s e n t an o th er $500.00.^^ Her o ld  f r ie n d

W ill Rogers w rote h e r a l e t t e r  in  h is  c h a r a c te r i s t i c  s ty le :

B less  your o ld  h e a r t ,  I  am g lad  we w i l l  be ab le  to  do something 
f o r  you in  a  p u b lic  way. You have helped  many a poor o ld  boy in  
your day.

I  hope your A sso c ia tio n  p ro s p e rs , f o r  i t  shou ld , en c lo s in g  
check.

A few y e a rs  b e fo re . W ill Rogers had w r i t te n  an a r t i c l e  about h is  

Oklahoma neighbor e n t i t l e d ,  " A in 't  Old People L ovely ," in  which he s a id , 

"Miss A lice  i s  a  ve ry  lo v e ly  o ld  lad y . She has devoted a  long and use­

f u l  l i f e  to  do n o th in g  b u t help  somebody e ls e ." ^ ^

When the  program f o r  the  lay in g  of the  co rn e r s tone  o f the Okla­

homa H is to r ic a l  B u ild in g  was being  fo rm ulated  A lice  R obertson  w rote Mrs. 
k6Korn:

I f  I  knew th a t  W ill Rogers was l ik e ly  to  be in  t h i s  p a r t  of the  
co u n try , I  should  c e r ta in ly  a sk  him. I  f e e l  sure he w i l l  jo in  i t ,  
because we a re  the  v e ry  b e s t  o f f r ie n d s  and two y e a rs  ago, I  had 
th e  p le a su re  o f  be ing  e n te r ta in e d  a t  h is  w onderful B erk ley  H i l l s  
home.

She re c e iv e d  a  l e t t e r  from H. C. Pearson  which quoted P a t H urley

L e t te r  from  Mrs. W illiam  Lowell Putnam to  A lic e  R obertson , 
February  10, 1930, R obertson  C o l.,  T u lsa  Ü.

^ ^ e t t e r  from W ill Rogers to  A lice  R obertson , March 19, 1930, 
R obertson C o l.,  T u lsa  U.

^ % i l l  R ogers, " A in 't  Old People L ovely ," August, 1927, u n c la s s i­
f i e d  magazine c lip p in g  in  R obertson  C o l., T u lsa  U.

^^Letter from A lice  Robertson to  Mrs. Frank Korn, November k,
1929, Robertson C o l.,  Tulsa Ü.
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hi

I  am g lad  to  h ear th a t  our m utual f r ie n d  Miss A lice  R obertson i s  
again  be ing  honored. She has c e r ta in ly  l e f t  her im pression  on the  
h is to ry  ol Oklahoma. She w i l l  be remembered when most o f us have 
been fo rg o tte n .

A ss is tan ce  came from G eorgia R obertson , and in  a l e t t e r  she sa id ;^ ^

. . .  I  j u s t  had a l e t t e r  from Mrs. Korn, P re s id e n t o f th e  Okla­
homa Memorial A sso c ia tio n , r e l a t iv e  to  the  s e tt le m e n t o f the  loan  of
$500.00  I  l e t  you have. As they  were s e t t l i n g  iç  your d eb ts  and
e s ta b l is h in g  as you had w r i t te n  me a monthly payment of $200.00 a 
month to  you, I  w rote h e r thanking  them f o r  o ffe r in g  to  pay me 
$350.00  p o s s ib ly  i f  I  would accep t th e  amount in  payment of the  loan .
I  a ssu red  her I  would can ce l the  $500.00 owing me.

Although th ese  c o n tr ib u tio n s  were encouraging and a s ig n i f ic a n t  

t r ib u te  to  th e  beloved Oklahoman, they  f e l l  f a r  s h o r t  o f the  amount neces­

sa ry  to  e s ta b l i s h  the  m em orial. Mrs. Korn f e l t  t h a t  i t s  f a i lu r e  was due

to  the  " p o l i t i c s "  Lew Wentz and h is  su p p o rte rs  in je c te d  in to  i t .  An

a r t i c l e  by S ig r id  Arne appeared  in  the  Oklahoma C ity  Times r e la t in g  the

co n d itio n  of Miss R o b ertso n 's  f in a n c es  about the  same tim e the  a s s o c ia t io n

h.9g o t underway w ith  i t s  d r i v e . T h e  le a d e rs  f e l t  th ia  was a good beg inn ing  

and would i n t e r e s t  the  p u b lic  in  the  p r o je c t .  However, to  th e i r  s u rp r is e ,  

an a r t i c l e  came ou t in  th e  Oklahoma Mews the  n ex t day saying  th a t  m il l io n ­

a i r e  oilman Lew Wentz had heard  o f h is  fe llo w  Oklahoman's needs and was 

making p la n s  to  take  ca re  of h e r f in a n c ia l ly .^ ^  When Mrs. Korn read  the

^ ^ L e tte r  from H. C. P earson  to  A lice  R obertson , December 11,
1929, R obertson C o l., T u lsa  U.

) A
L e tte r  from G eorgia R obertson to  A lice  R obertson, January  8,

1929, R obertson C o l.,  T u lsa  U.

Ii9Oklahoma C ity  Times, December 9, 1929, c lip p in g  in  R obertson 
C o l. ,  T u lsa  U.

^^Oklahoma News, December 10, 1929, c lip p in g  in  Robertson C o l.,
T ulsa U.
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rep o rt, she knew i t  would s e r io u s ly  damage the d riv e  fo r  peop le would say ,

91"Let Lew do i t ,"  and they would n ot co n tr ib u te  to  the fund.

read

Mrs. Korn exp lained  the  s i tu a t io n  to  her f r ie n d  in  a  l e t t e r  which
,92

Mr. Herman D ittm ar of E l Reno i s  a member o f our committee to  
o rgan ize  and p rocure  our fund . He i s  a  c lo se  f r ie n d  of Mr. Wentz 
and is  b o o s tin g  him fo r  Governor. Mr. D ittm ar phoned Mr. Wentz to  
see i f  the  s to ry  appearing  in  the  Mews was t r u e .  Mr. D ittm ar to ld  
him what the  A sso c ia tio n  was going to  do, e t c .  Mr. Wentz s a id , " I  
d id  n o t know of the  movement of the A sso c ia tio n —b u t i t  i s  good."
He s a id , " I  made no a ttem p t to  p rov ide  f o r  the  fu tu re  o f Miss A lic e . 
When I  read  th e  s to ry  by S ig r id  Arne in  the  Oklahoma C ity  Times 
. . .  I  was su rp rise d  f o r  I  d id  n o t know Miss A lice  to  be so needy, 
so I  to ld  a  man to  look in to  the  case  and i f  i n t e r e s t  o r ta x e s  were 
due on her p ro p e r ty  to  see same was squared—and to  a s c e r ta in  her 
d i r e c t  need. Nothing more."

Again we f e e l  b e t t e r .  We d id  n o t b e lie v e  th a t  i f  he knew of 
our organized e f f o r t  in  your b e h a lf  he would b u t t  in .  He won' t  
e i t h e r .  He leav es  fo r  W ashington, D. C. tomorrow.

A few weeks l a t e r ,  Mr. Wentz w rote to  Mrs. Korn to  show h is  in t e r -  

e s t  in  the  p r o je c t .  He sa id :^ ^

I  understand  your A sso c ia tio n , through  a committee fu n c tio n in g  as  
the  A lice  R obertson Memorial Fund Committee, con tem plates r a i s in g  a 
fund to  be used in  the su p p o rt o f Miss R obertson during  her l i f e  time 
and the e stab lish m en t o f a  memorial f o r  h e r .

Sometime ago, I  made arrangem ents which would care  f o r  h e r needs, 
b u t  would n o t have th a t  arrangem ent to  any way in te r f e r e  w ith  o r p re ­
v e n t the  c a rry in g  ou t of you r worthy p r o je c t .  I f  you so d e s ir e  I  w i l l  
send you each month a rem ittan ce  of $100.00 in s te a d  o f sending i t  
d i r e c t  to  her arid w il l  con tinue  th i s  payment u n t i l  such time as your 
fund w i l l  reach  the  necessary  p ro p o r tio n  to  c a r ry  o u t your p la n .

^ ^ L e tte r  from Mrs. Frank Korn to  A lice  R obertson , December 21;, 
1929, R obertson C o l.,  T ulsa U.

92
L e tte r  from Mrs. Frank Korn to  A lice  R obertson , December 12, 

1929, R obertson C o l.,  T u lsa  U.

"̂ L etter from L. H. Wentz to Mrs. Frank Korn, January 3 , 1930,
Robertson C o l., Tulsa U.
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C o n trary  to  the  s ta tem en t th a t  he d id  n o t know of Miss R o b ertso n 's  

needs, Mr. Wentz had chosen to  do n o th ing  abou t i t .  I n  1926, she had w r i t ­

te n  him g iv in g  a coup le te  account of h e r a s s e ts  and l i a b i l i t i e s  and ask ing  

f o r  a s s is ta n c e .  About a y e a r  l a t e r ,  she w rote him and asked f o r  h e r l e t t e r  

to  be re tu rn e d  as  she co n sid ered  the c o n te n ts  c o n f id e n t ia l .  She apo log ized  

f o r  b o th e rin g  him w ith  h e r "p re ss in g  need" and r e g r e t te d  re q u e s tin g  help  

which he ign o red . He re tu rn e d  th e  l e t t e r  she had w r i t te n  and s ta te d  th a t  

h is  f a i l u r e  to  answer was due to  i t s  b e in g  hidden b en ea th  th e  p i l e  o f 

correspondence on h is  d esk ,^^

Mrs. Korn charged th a t  Wentz and h is  co lle ag u e s  were t ry in g  to  g e t 

p u b l ic i ty  f o r  h is  candidacy  f o r  Governor of Oklahoma by p u b lish in g  h is  

g e n e ro s ity  in  c o n tr ib u tin g  to  th e  m em orial. She a ls o  a lle g e d  th a t  D ittm ar 

was a  d e ce iv e r and even suggested  th a t  in  a l l  h is  p re te n se  to  be working 

f o r  th e  a s s o c ia t io n  he was doing a l l  he could  to  d e fe a t  i t .  I n  a l e t t e r  

to  A lice  R obertson , Mrs. Korn s a id :  "You were used as  a f o o tb a l l  to

f u r th e r  th e  candidacy o ï  Wentz f o r  Governor. I  doubt th e re  would have 

been th e  m a n ife s ta tio n  o f g e n e ro s ity  had he n o t been running  f o r  Gover­

n o r.

She d id  n o t agree w ith  Mrs. Korn as  to  th e  in te r p r e ta t io n  of 

W entz 's a c t io n s  and the f r ie n d s h ip  between them began to  wane. She ob­

je c te d  to  the  sending of th e  money Wentz p rov ided  f o r  h e r to  th e  Memorial

^ ^ L e tte r  from A lice  R obertson to  Lew Wentz, September 28, 1927; 
L e t te r  from  Lew Wentz to  A lice  R obertson , September 30, 1927, R obertson 
C o l., T u lsa  U.

^ ^ L e tte rs  from Mrs. Fraink Korn to  A lice  R obertson , Jan u ary  1$,
1930; F ebruary  3 , 1930, R obertson C o l.,  T u lsa  Ü.
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A sso c ia tio n  a s  Mrs. Korn d e s ir e d , because she was a f r a id  some of i t  would 

be used f o r  o th e r  p u rp o ses . He com plied w ith  the w ishes o f M iss R obert­

son and s e n t h e r $100.00 a month f o r  the  r e s t  of h er l i f e .^ ^

Mrs. Korn soon r e a l iz e d  th a t  th e re  was no need to  co n tin u e  w ith  

the canpaign, and d iscou raged  w ith  th e  r e s u l t s  o f having re c e iv e d  only 

abou t $925. 00 , she w rote M iss R obertson  and asked what she tho u g h t should

be done w ith  th e  money. She in d ic a te d  th a t  poor h e a lth  had made h er g ive 

57tp  the p r o je c t .  Some d isagreem en t a ro se  as to  th e  d is p o s i t io n  of the 

fu n d s. Mrs. Korn f e l t  t h a t  i t  shou ld  be used f o r  the purpose f o r  which 

i t  was ra is e d  o r the  a s s o c ia t io n  m ight be l i a b le  to  le g a l  a c t io n .  A 

b u s t o f the  honoree had been suggested  by Mrs. Korn and o th e r s ,  b u t when 

th e  id ea  came to  Miss R o b e rtso n 's  a t t e n t io n  she in d ig n a n tly  responded, 

"Make a  b u s t o f me a f t e r  I  am dead . . . s ta rv ed  to  d e a th , I  suppose."

She f e l t  the  money should be g iven  to  her to  use f o r  l iv in g  expenses o r 

to  pay h er d e b t s . I n  a l e t t e r  o f g ra t i tu d e  to  Wentz she s a id , " I t  

seemed u n b e liev ab le  th a t  you could  have done so much fo r  me. I  canno t ex­

p re s s  what I  w ish I  cou ld .

During th e  l a s t  few y e a rs  o f her l i f e .  Miss R obertson  su ffe re d

^ L e t te r  from Lew Wentz to  Mrs. Frank Korn, January  3, 1930j 
L e t te r  from A lice  R obertson to  Lew Wentz, January' lU, 1930, R obertson 
C o l., T u lsa  U.

57L e tte r  from Mrs. Frank Korn to  A lice  R obertson, March 12, 1930, 
R obertson C o l.,  T ulsa U.

^ \ e t t e r  from A lice  R obertson  to  John D i l l ,  December 8 , 1930, 
R obertson C o l., T u lsa  U .j L e t te r  from Mrs. A. R. Moore to  th e  Foremans, 
February  28, 193h, R obertson C o l.,  O kla. H is t .  Soc.

59L etter from A lice  Robertson to  Lew H. Wentz, January II4., 1930,
Robertson C o l., Tulsa U.
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alm ost c o n s ta n t p a in  caused by rheum atism  and a d is lo c a te d  c a r t i l a g e  in  

one of her knees. This c o n d itio n  fo rced  her to  use a cane. In  the  summer 

of 1930, she went to  C larem ore, Oklahoma, to  take  steam b a th s  in  o rd e r to  

g e t r e l i e f .  She took a room in  th e  W ill Rogers H o te l, and most of the 

time was confined  to  i t  unable to  w alk. However, being  in te r e s te d  in  p o l i t ­

i c a l  m a tte rs , she always w ent back to  Muskogee to  c a s t  her v o te  in  th e  e le c -  

60t io n s .

A fte r  one o f the t r i p s  to  Muskogee from C larem ore, she w rote her 

s i s t e r  Mrs. Moore

I  walked so much th e  fo u r  days t h a t  I  was in  Muskogee a t  e le c t io n  
tim e, th a t  I  f in ish e d  up my knee. When I  go t back to  the  W ill Rogers 
t h a t  n ig h t I  had to  have two men p r a c t ic a l ly  c a r ry  me in .

D esp ite  her s u f fe r in g  and the  inconvenience of g e t t in g  to  the  p la c e

she wanted to  go, the beloved c i t i z e n  made se v e ra l t r i p s  and appearances

in  the  s t a t e .  One o f th ese  was to  the  u n v e ilin g  o f the P io n eer Woman 

S ta tu e  a t  Ponca C ity . The accoun t r e la te d

Dressed in  a  costume such a s  the  h o n est-to -goodness p io n e e r  women 
of Oklahoma wore, she a tte n d ed  the  u n v e ilin g  of the P ioneer Woman 
S ta tu e  a t  Ponca C ity . The ev en t i s  he ra ld ed  as one o f the  g r e a te s t  
in  the  h is to ry  o f the s ta t e  and Muskogee's "grand o ld  woman" w i l l  be 
one of the  lead in g  f ig u r e s .

What proved to  be h e r l a s t  p u b lic  appearance was the  t r i p  to  Okla­

homa C ity  to  be the  p r in c ip a l  speaker a t  the  d e d ic a tio n  o f the  newly con­

s tru c te d  Oklahoma H is to r ic a l  B u ild in g . By sheer w illpow er and d e te rm in a tio n

^ ^ L e tte r  from A lice  R obertson to  Mrs. Frank Korn, June 6 , 1930, 
R obertson C o l.,  T ulsa U.

6 l
L e t te r  from A lice  R obertson  to  Ann Augusta Moore, December 6 , 

1930, R obertson C o l.,  T u lsa  U.

^^Muskogee D aily  Phoenix, A pril 22, 1930.
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she endured the p a in  and inconvenience to  be p re s e n t ,  a s  re v e a le d  in  h er 

l e t t e r  to  a f r ie n d  abou t th e  ex p erien ces  a t  the  d e d ic a tio n :

s ta y  in  Oklahoma C ity  o f two days was o f in te n se  p a in  from the  
d is lo c a te d  c a r t i la g e  in  my r i g h t  knee. I  had to  be a lm ost c a r r ie d  by 
two men iç  the  s id e  s te p s  o f the  l ib r a r y  au d ito riu m . . . .  I  have been 
sh u t in  ever s in ce  my r e tu r n ,  some days n o t even le av in g  ray room.

In  the  same l e t t e r  she r e fe r re d  to  her speech which showed her 

a c tiv e  and keen i n t e r e s t  in  p o l i t i c a l  m a tte rs . She w ro te:

Ky t a lk  was e n t i r e ly  d i f f e r e n t  from what I  had in tended  i t  to  b e . 
A fte r  I  heard  an hour and a q u a r te r  o f a t i r a d e  from g o v e rn o r-e le c t 
Murray, I  made mine q u ite  b r i e f ,  tak in g  occasion  to  say th a t  because 
o f the  g e n e ro s ity  o f Lew Wentz, I  was p reven ted  from f in a n c ia l  su f­
f e r in g ,  as everybody e ls e  who had p ro f fe re d  help had f a l l e n  by the
w ayside. His name came in  f o r  r in g in g  ap p lau se . Murray i s  so deaf
I  am su re  he d id  n o t know what i t  was a l l  abou t.

Miss R o b ertso n 's  h e a lth  grew s te a d i ly  worse and e a r ly  in  1931 she 

was g ran ted  adm ittance to  the  V eterans H o sp ita l a t  Muskogee and underwent 

an o p e ra tio n  f o r  cancer of the jaw , caused by f r i c t i o n  o f a d e n ta l p l a t e .

A fte r  an i l l n e s s  o f fo u r  and o n e -h a lf  months she died a t  1:15 P.M ., J u ly  1,

fo r

65
1931.^^ Mrs. W illiam  Lowell Putnam, h er generous b e n e fa c to r  f o r  many

y e a rs , p a id  her m ed ical, h o s p i ta l ,  nurse and fu n e ra l  expenses.

The peop le  of h e r community and s ta t e  hastened  to  show p ro p e r r e ­

sp e c t f o r  t h e i r  d ep arted  loved one. B usiness came to  a  s t a n d s t i l l  in  

Muskogee in  her honor. C ity  and F ed era l o f f ic e s  c lo sed  f o r  the  fu n e ra l

L e tte r  from A lice  R obertson to  H. W. G ibson, November 28,
1930; L e t te r  from Dan W. Peery to  A lice  R obertson , November 1, 1930; 
R obertson  C o l. , T u lsa  U. W illiam  H. Murray and Lew Wentz were b i t t e r  
p o l i t i c a l  enem ies.

^ ^Muskogee Times-Democrat, J u ly  1, 1931.

^^Muskogee D aily Phoenix, n .d .,  H ise l C o l.; L etter  from A lice
Robertson t o ______________________, March 9, 1931, Robertson C o l.,
Tulsa U.
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s e r v i c e s . D r .  W alter G. Letham, her m in is te r  o f the  P re s b y te r ia n  Church 

a t  Muskogee, and C hancello r John D. F in lay so n  of the  T ulsa U n iv e rs ity  were 

in  charge o f the  s e rv ic e s .  Members o f the  V eterans O rg an iza tio n s  a tte n d ed  

in  a body. At the  g rave , in  Green H i l l  Cemetery, th e  Milo E. H endrix 

Canç» of th e  Span ish  War V eterans was in  c h a rg e .^7 Many of the  s t a t e ’ s 

p io n e e rs  were p re s e n t  to  pay t r i b u te  to  the  most noted  o f them a l l .  Gov­

e rn o r Murray appo in ted  R obert P . Chandler to  be the  s p e c ia l  and o f f i c i a l  

r e p re s e n ta t iv e  o f the s t a t e .

Many l i s t s  of th e  most o u ts tan d in g  women o f Oklahoma have been 

made, b o th  o f f i c i a l  and u n o f f i c i a l ,  and th ey  v a ry  in  th e  names o f the  

pe rso n s in c lu d e d , b u t th e re  i s  one name which appears on a l l  o f them— 

A lice  M. R obertson .

In  an e f f o r t  to  g e t a l i s t  of tw e n ty -fiv e  o f  th e  most u s e fu l

c i t i z e n s  o f  Oklahoma, a  committee was appo in ted  to  th e  ta s k , and they

69p laced  M iss R obertson’ s name among th e  number.  ̂ Omer K. B en ed ic t, V ice-

P re s id e n t  o f  th e  F i r s t  N a tio n a l Bank and T ru s t Conç>ary o f T u lsa , Oklahoma,

was asked by the  D aily  Oklahoman to  name the  seven most prom inent women

70of th e  s t a t e ,  and he d e s ig n a ted  A lice  R obertson  as one o f them. Mrs.

^^Muskogee Times-Democrat, Ju ly  2 , 1931.

67lbid.
^ Îbid.
69̂ L e tte r  from R. G. M ille r  to  A lice  R obertson , January  26, 1931, 

R obertson  C o l. ,  T u lsa  U.
70

L e t te r  from Oner K. B en ed ic t to  A lice  R obertson , Septem ber 17, 
1930, R obertson  C o l.,  T u lsa  U. B en ed ic t was a p rom inent newspaper man in  
th e  e a r ly  days o f  Oklahoma. He was one o f the  w r i te r s  f o r  the  D a ily  S ta te  
C a p i ta l , th e  m ost i n f lu e n t i a l  newspaper in  Oklahoma T e r r i to r y .  I n  1893,
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H. H. H e is le r  w rote Augusta A. Moore f o r  in fo rm ation  abou t her famous

71s i s t e r  to  p u t in  her book, Women o f the  South  Who Have Made H is to ry .

When th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  Oklahoma had com pleted two d o rm ito rie s  f o r  women

in  1936, D r. E. E. Dale was asked to  su g g es t two o f th e  lead in g  women of

the s ta t e  fo r  whom th e  b u ild in g s  should be named and he suggested  A lice

R obertson and E liz a b e th  F u lto n  H e s te r .? -

Very few people  knew and a p p re c ia te d  the no ted  Oklahoman b e t t e r

than  G rant Foreman, and in  a  n e w ^ ap e r a r t i c l e  e n t i t l e d  "Our Most D is-

73tin g u ish e d  C it iz e n ,"  he sa id ;

Miss A lice  i s  known and honored in  t h i s  coun try  o u ts id e  o f Okla­
homa and has b ro u g h t lu s t r e  to  th e  s ta t e  of g r e a t  m a te r ia l  v a lu e  to
u s . She i s  b e t t e r  known over the  coun try  th an  any o th e r c i t i z e n  o f 
Oklahoma. On my t r i p  around the  w orld , on steam sh ip , in  h o te ls ,  
wherever E n g lish  speaking p eop le  g o t to g e th e r , th ey  knew H iss  R obert­
son of Oklahoma and wanted to  know more about h e r .

The m ention o f the  name A lice  M. R obertson b r in g s  an in q u is i t iv e ,  

"Who i s  she?" from th e  l ip s  of most p eo p le  of h e r n a tiv e  s ta t e  and even 

from people  o f the  community where she l iv e d  and worked f o r  77 y e a r s .

This consignm ent to  o b sc u r ity  i s  s tra n g e  when only 35 y e a rs  ago she was one 

o f the  most p u b lic iz e d  women in  A m erica. The e x p re ss io n s  "Miss A lice  o f

he and C harles  H unter e s ta b l is h e d  the Enid E ag le . In  1936, he was the 
R epublican can d id a te  f o r  Governor who was d e fea ted  by Dem ocratic cand i­
d a te  Henry S. Johnston .

^ ^ L e tte r  from Mrs. H. H. H e is le r  to  Augusta A. Moore, March 12, 
193U, R obertson C o l. ,  T u lsa  U.

^ ^ In terv iew  w ith  Dr. E . E. D a le , F ebruary  27, 1957.
70

G rant Foreman, "Our Most D is tin g u ish ed  C it iz e n ,"  Muskogee D aily  
Phoenix , November 19, 1922.
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Muskogee," "Oklahoma's Congresswoman," "The Lady From Oklahoma," and "The 

Grand Old Lacfy," re g u la r ly  appeared in  newspapers and magazines a c ro ss  the 

n a tio n  in  the  e a r ly  1920 's . T his lack  of knowledge of one who was des­

c rib ed  as the " b e s t  loved woman in  Oklahoma" is  undeserved. A lice  R obert­

son m e rits  a  g re a te r  p lace  in  the  s t a t e 's  h is to ry  and th e  memory of i t s  

peop le  fo r  her o u ts tan d in g  and u n s e lf is h  s e rv ic e . Her achievem ents, 

gained in  s p i te  o f c ircum stances and d i f f i c u l t i e s  which would mean in ­

superab le  b a r r ie r s  to  most p eo p le , form an im pressive l i s t .

She was a rem arkable woman, and in  some re s p e c ts  even a g re a t  one.

A l i s t  of accomplishments would inc lude  such th in g s  as  the f i r s t  woman ap­

p o in ted  to  a fe d e ra l  p o s i t io n  in  th e  In d ian  T e r r i to ry ;  f i r s t  woman p o s t­

m aster of a f i r s t  c la s s  p o s t o f f ic e  in  the  U nited S ta te s ;  second woman to  

be e le c te d  to  Congress; only woman to  re ce iv e  the p r e s id e n t ia l  s a lu te ,  

and the only woman to  p re s id e  over the  n a tio n a l le g i s la tu r e .

Born in to  th e  "g rin d in g  p o v e rty  o f a  m issionary  home," a t  T a l la ­

h assee , In d ian  T e r r i to ry ,  in  18$U, she lea rn ed  the  meaning of p e rso n a l 

s a c r i f ic e  and s e l f  r e l ia n c e .  Her p a re n ts ,  o f Mew England s tock  and s te r n  

p u r i ta n  f a i t h ,  tau g h t her s t r i c t  p e rso n a l behav io r and a conserva tism  which 

she a p p lie d  to  a l l  p o l i t i c a l  and p u b lic  p o l i c i e s .  Her m other, Ann E l iz a ,  

daughter o f Samuel A u stin  W orcester, came West from G eorgia w ith  her 

p a re n ts  as th ey  moved w ith  the  In d ia n s  w ith  whom they had been doing m is­

s ionary  work. Her f a th e r ,  W. S. R obertson , journeyed to  the In d ian  T e r r i ­

to ry  in  th e  1830 's to  serve as a  m issionary  among the C reeks. A fte r  th e i r  

m arriage they  continued  in  th a t  work f o r  the  r e s t  o f t h e i r  l iv e s .

The in te r ru p t io n  of the  C iv il  War fo rced  the  R obertsons to  leave  

T a llah assee  and rem ain fo r  some tim e w ith  h is  p a re n ts  in  W isconsin.
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Before the  end o f the  war and th e i r  r e tu r n  to  work among the  In d ian s  in  

Oklahoma, the fam ily  moved to  H ighland, Kansas, to  serve as  te ac h e rs  and 

m iss io n a r ie s  w ith  the  In d ian s  o f th a t  a re a . I t  was du ring  th ese  y ea rs  

th a t  young A lice  had to  assume most o f th e  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  o f th e  home 

s ince  h e r mother was n o t p h y s ic a l ly  ab le  to  care  f o r  the la rg e  fam ily . 

There were seven c h ild re n : Ann A ugusta born  in  18^1; A lic e , l85Uj G race,

1857; Samuel, i860; Dora, 1863 (d ied  in  I86I4.) ; and tw ins born  in  I 866 b u t 

d ied  in  the  same y e a r .

A fte r  t h e i r  r e tu r n  to  T u llah assee  in  I 866, A lice  was busy w ith  

many d u tie s  connected w ith  th e  m issio n . She a tten d ed  the  school tau g h t 

by her p a re n ts  and o th e r in s t r u c to r s  and on occasions s u b s t i tu te d  fo r  

some te ach e r who was unable to  a tte n d  c la s s e s .  At th e  age o f 17, a dream 

o f her l i f e  was r e a l iz e d ,  when she was ab le  to  go to  C ollege a t  E lm ira , 

Wew York. She l e f t  school a t  the  end o f two y e a rs  and took a p o s i t io n  in  

the  o f f ic e  of In d ian  A ffa ir s  in  W ashington, in  o rder to  help  her s i s t e r  

Grace go to  c o lle g e .

Tragedy struck  in  I 88O when the m ission  b u ild in g  a t  T u llah assee  

burned and l e f t  the stu d en ts hom eless. With her customary courage A lic e  

Robertson s e t  about to  ob ta in  p erm ission  to  g e t  tw en ty -fiv e  o f  the most 

prom ising stu d en ts  adm itted to  C a r lis le  C o lle g e , O ver-taxed by the re ­

s p o n s ib i l i t i e s  o f  the m ission  work and d iscouraged  by a la ck  o f  p u b lic  

in t e r e s t  in  reb u ild in g  o f the sc h o o l, W illiam  S. Robertson d ied  in  June, 

1881. T his was a severe blow to  the young daughter. She hastened  home 

to  take up her f a t h e r 's  d u t ie s .  A fter  i t  was determined by proper au­

t h o r i t i e s  th a t  T u llah assee  should n o t be r e b u il t  a t  the o ld  lo c a t io n ,  she 

went back E ast to  r a is e  money fo r  a new Creek sch o o l. Her s i s t e r  Ann
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A ugusta helped  in  the  e n te r p r is e ,  and the  new schoo l, Muyaka, was begun 

in  1885.

In  the same y e a r  she took charge of an In d ia n  school f o r  g i r l s  in  

Muskogee, c a l le d  M inerva Home, and ag a in  she went E as t to  r a is e  money. I t  

was du ring  th i s  tim e th a t  she met the  woman who was to  be her b e n e fa c tre s s  

the r e s t  o f her l i f e —Mrs. Mary Copley Thaw. The money was ra is e d  and in  

I 89L the name of the  school was changed to  Henry K endall C o llege . In  1906, 

i t  was moved to  T u lsa  and l a t e r  became known a s  th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f T u lsa .

A lice  R obertson  con tinued  as  te a c h e r  o f E n g lish , h is to ry ,  and 

c iv ic s  in  Henry K endall C ollege u n t i l  1900, a t  which tim e she secured  the 

p o s i t io n  of S u p erv iso r of Creek S ch o o ls . In  I 90U P re s id e n t Theodore 

R ooseve lt, whom she had met a t  th e  Lake Mohonk In d ian  Conference when he 

was chairm an of the  U nited  S ta te s  C iv il  S e rv ice  Commission, app o in ted  her 

p o stm aste r o f Muskogee.

¥ i t h  the  Democratic v ic to ry  in  th e  p r e s id e n t i a l  e le c t io n  o f 1912, 

Miss R obertson l o s t  h e r p o s i t io n  a s  p o s tm aste r and subsequen tly  moved to  

h e r Sawokla home o u ts id e  o f Muskogee where she r a is e d  d a iry  c a t t l e  and 

v e g e ta b le s . In  o rd e r to  u t i l i z e  the  p ro d u c ts  from the farm , she opened a 

c a f e te r i a  in  Muskogee.

W ith the  e n try  o f the  U nited S ta te s  in to  World War I ,  many m i l i ­

ta ry  cançis were e s ta b lis h e d  in  Oklahoma and Texas. As troop  t r a in s  p assed  

through Muskogee, she met every one to  p ro v id e  th e  s o ld ie r  boys w ith  good 

th in g s  to  e a t ,  o r i f  they  could  s ta y  f o r  a  few hou rs , she took them to  

the  c a f e te r i a .  This was th e  beg inn ing  of the  work of the  Red C ross in  

Muskogee which became a model f o r  o th e r c e n te rs  o f troop  c o n c e n tra tio n s .
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At the age o f 66 , Miss R obertson undertook  the  g r e a te s t  v en tu re  of 

her l i f e ,  e le c t io n  to  C ongress. To be e le c te d  she had to  overcome a la rg e  

Democratic m a jo rity  and d e fe a t  one o f the  b e s t  known and most capable p o l i ­

t i c i a n s  of the  s t a t e ,  incumbent W. W. H a s tin g s . Aided by the nationw ide 

swing to  the  R epublican  p a r ty  and y e t  handicapped by her own a n t i - s u f f r a g i s t  

view s, she won the  e le c t io n  by a v o te  o f 2^,188 to  23 ,979. A fterw ard she 

was b esieg ed  w ith  u rg e n t in v i ta t io n s  to  speak a t  v a r io u s  g a th e rin g s  over 

the co u n try . W ith g re a t  z e s t  she accep ted  as many as p o s s ib le  du rin g  the  

two y e a rs  she was in  C ongress, a p e rio d  she spoke o f a s  be ing  "A lice  in  

W onderland."

From th e  o u ts e t  of h e r term in  o f f ic e  she was a ss o c ia te d  w ith  

the  most r e a c t io n a ry  e lem ents of the  R epublican  p a r ty  who im pressed her 

w ith  th e i r  w ealth  and manners. As a member o f  Congress she fo llow ed  th e  

p a r ty  l in e  as la id  down by P re s id e n t H arding . Her o p p o s itio n  to  the  

Bonus B i l l  b ro u g h t a  storm  o f p r o te s t  from th e  e x - s o ld ie r s  and h e r f i g h t  

a g a in s t  the  Sheppard-Towner, o r "M atern ity  B i l l "  as i t  was commonly c a l le d ,  

aroused  s tro n g  condemnation from many women's gro içjs. In  the  e le c t io n  o f 

1922 she was b e a te n  d e c is iv e ly  by W. W. H astin g s .

How does one accoun t fo r  the  r e v e r s a l  of h e r p o l i t i c a l  fo r tu n e s?

She was an am ateur in  p o l i t i c s ,  b u t  she was n o t lack in g  in  c h a ra c te r  and 

in te l l ig e n c e .  She was no s tra n g e r  to  the  p eo p le  o f h e r d i s t r i c t ,  having 

sp en t a l i f e t im e  among them. S t i l l  she was o u t o f syn^aathy w ith  the ones 

who had e le c te d  h e r . The reaso n s  can be de term ined , to  a g re a t  e x te n t ,  

by  an exam ination  o f h e r l i f e  and the  fo rc e s  w hich c a s t  her in to  a  mold 

th a t  she could  n o t change even when h e r b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  demanded i t .
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Soon a f t e r  her r e tu rn  to  Muskogee, she was appoin ted  to  the  p o s t  

of W elfare D ire c to r  of the  V eteran*s H o sp ita l .  P re s id e n t Harding made i t  

a p e rso n a l appointm ent w ith o u t th e  n e c e s s ity  of a  c i v i l  s e rv ice  examina­

t io n .  E arly  in  192it, she was re le a s e d  as  an ençloyee of the h ô p i t a l  and 

had to  r e ly  on the g e n e ro s ity  o f mai%r f r ie n d s  fo r  su b s is te n c e . Among them 

were h e r cousin  G eorgia R obertson , her s i s t e r  Ann Augusta Moore, and Mrs. 

E liz a b e th  Lowell Putnam of B oston , M assachusetts . Her income, which was 

never s u f f i c i e n t ,  was gained by s h o r t  employment w ith  th e  Oklahoma H is­

to r i c a l  S o c ie ty , w ritin g  fo r  new spapers, and the  s e l l in g  of some p rec io u s  

h e irloom s. During th e  l a s t  y e a r of h er l i f e .  Lew Wentz o f Ponca C ity , Ok­

lahoma, s e n t h e r a check each month fo r  $100.00.

Miss R obertson liv e d  in  a lm ost c o n s ta n t p a in  the  l a s t  two y ea rs  

of her l i f e  because o f rheumatism in  h e r knees. Her h e a lth  grew s te a d i ly  

worse and in  e a r ly  1931 she was adm itted  to  the  V eterans H ô p i t a l  a t  

Muskogee where i t  was d isco v ered  th a t  she had a cancerous growth of the  

jaw. She d ied  J u ly  1, 1931, and was b u r ie d  in  Green H i l l  Cemetery j u s t  

o u ts id e  of Muskogee.

She was a p e rso n  of p a r t i c u la r  i n t e r e s t  because of her synçathy 

f o r  u n fo rtu n a te  fe llo w  b e in g s , e s p e c ia l ly  In d ian s  who had so few advan­

tag es  o f c iv i l i z a t i o n .  She was g re a t ly  moved by a l l  forms o f p a tr io t is m  

and had a warm fe e l in g  fo r  a l l  men in  the  armed s e rv ic e s . Her r e l ig io u s  

t r a in in g  of sinçile f a i t h  and t r u s t  made h e r su sc e p tib le  to  the  desig n s  of 

those who were le s s  scrupu lous and th e i r  manners and means im pressed h e r .

N o to rie ty  and re c o g n itio n  came to  A lice  R obertson because o f h er 

p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s ,  b u t when th ey  a re  compared w ith  the more la s t in g
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co n tr ib u tio n s  o f her l i f e ,  they seemed t r i v i a l  and enç)ty. Her l i f e ,  d ed i­

ca ted  to  the w elfare  o f  o th e r s , a s  Indian educator, m ission ary , bene­

fa c to r ,  and b u sin e ss  woman, make her memory worth p reserv in g . So g rea t  

was her c o n tr ib u tio n  to  the f i e l d  o f  education  in  e a r ly  Oklahoma th a t  

b u ild in g s  on the cajiçiuses o f  Oklahoma and Tulsa U n iv e r s it ie s  were named 

a f te r  h er. In  a d d itio n , p u b lic  school b u ild in g s  a t  T u lsa  and Muskogee 

were g iven  her name. In  r e c o g n it io n  o f  her work as an ed u cator, the 

U n iv e r s ity  o f  Tulsa and Elm ira C o llege  bestowed on her honorary LL.D. 

and M. A. D egrees.
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