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THE NEW EDUCATION IN THE HEH REPUBLIC MAGAZINE: 191A-1930

CHAPTER I

THE PROMISE OF THE filM REPUBLIC

The New R e o u b l i c  m a g a z i n e  was f o u n d e d  i n  1914,  i n  

t h e  e x h i l a r a t i o n  o f  a h o p e d  f o r  new w o r l d .  The 

i n t e l l e c t u a l  m o v e r s  and s h a k e r s  o f  t h e  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  

c e n t u r y  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  mankind ' s  p e r f e o t a b i l i t y  l a y ,  i f  no t  

a r o u n d  t h e  c o r n e r ,  a t  l e a s t  a s  a d i s t a n t  a t t a i n a b l e  g o a l .

I t  i s  a l m o s t  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  o v e r e s t i m a t e  t h e  o p t i mi s m t h a t  

s u r r o u n d e d  t h e  emer g ing  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e s  which,  coup l ed  w i t h  

t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  a p p l i e d  t e ch n o l o g y ,  seemed t o  p l a c e  w i t h i n  

s o c i e t y ' s  g r a s p  t h e  t o o l s  t o  r e s h a pe  t h e  Uni t ed  S t a t e s  i n t o  

a d e m o c r a t i c  model  f o r  t h e  wor ld .  De s t i n y  had bequea thed  

A m e r i c a  t h e  i n s t r u m e n t s  o f  f r e e d o m  and o r d e r  i n  t h e  

D e c l a r a t i o n  o f  I n d e p e n d e n c e  and t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  An 

i n t e l l e c t u a l  h e r i t a g e  from Europe,  mingled  e a s i l y  i n t o  t h e  

f a b r i c  o f  a f a d i n g  f r o n t i e r  A m e r i c a  b e n t  on r e s h a p i n g  

i t s e l f  i n t o  a d e m o c r a t i c ,  i n d u s t r i a l  Canaan.

T h e r e  w e r e  p r o b l e m s  t o  be  s u r e .  The m i l l i o n s  o f  

i m m i g r a n t s  who had d e p o s i t e d  t h e m s e l v e s  on Ame r i c a ' s  s h o r e s



b e g i n n i n g  i n  t h e  l 8 8 0 s  seemed  t o  t h r e a t e n  t h e  s o c i a l  

homogenei ty  o f  t h e  s o c i e t y .  S t r a n g e  p eop l e  w i t h  s t r a n g e ,  

un-Amer ican ways posed t h e  k ind  o f  n a t i o n a l  c a l l  t o  arms in 

which t he  new s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s  cou ld  f l o u r i s h .  P o l i t i c a l  

c o r r u p t i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  u rban  "Boss" s ys t e m,  smacked 

o f  e l i t i s m  and f a v o r i t i s m .  Weal th  was i n c r e a s i n g l y  he l d  by 

f e w e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  w h i l e  " t r u s t s "  t h r e a t e n e d  t o  e r a d i c a t e  

t h e  Amer ican dream f o r  t h e  s m a l l  bus in es sman .  But ,  t h e s e  

p r o b l e m s  t o o ,  i t  was  t h o u g h t ,  c o u l d  be d e a l t  w i t h  t h r o u g h  

t h e  u n l i m i t e d  i m a g i n a t i o n  o f  A m e r i c a n s  whose  p r a g m a t i c  

n a t u r e  had been  g i v e n  p h i l o s o p h i c  v o i c e  by C h a r l e s  S. 

P e i r c e  and W i l l i a m James l a t e  in  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .

A f t e r  1 8 9 2 , r e f o r m  w a s  i n  t h e  a i r .  S o c i a l ,  

p o l i t i c a l ,  e d u c a t i o n a l  and a r t i s t i c  r e f o r m  r e f l e c t e d  a 

g r o w i n g  s e n s e  o f  n a t i o n a l  s o p h i s t i c a t i o n  and a b e l i e f  i n  

A m e r i c a ’s a b i l i t y  t o  t r a n s f o r m  i t s e l f  i n t o  a " P r o m i s e d  

Land." Muckrakers  s t o r med  t h e  n a t i o n  expos ing  c o r r u p t i o n  

i n  g o v e r n m e n t ,  t h e  a p p a l l i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  w o r k e r s  i n  

i n d u s t r y ,  t h e  f o s s i l i z e d  and e n t r e n c h e d  p r a c t i c e s  o f  

e d u c a t i o n ,  w h i l e  p a i n t e r s  and d a n c e r s ,  s c u l p t o r s  and a c t o r s  

t ook  a c t i o n  t o  expose  and r e f o r m t h e  r i g i d i t y  and f o r m a l i s m  

w i t h i n  t h e i r  f i e l d s .

The New Republ i c  magaz ine  was founded as  a r e s u l t  o f  

one unexpec t ed  v o i c e  i n  t h i s  cacophony c a l l i n g  f o r  r e f o r m.  

In  1909, H e r b e r t  Gro ly ,  w r o t e  The Pr omise  o f  Ame r i c a n  L i f e  

i n  w h i c h  he p r e s e n t e d  h i s  " r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  A m e r i c a . "  

G r o l y  was  an u n l i k e l y  c a n d i d a t e  f o r  t h e  m a n t e l  o f



i n s i g h t f u l  p o l i t i c a l  commenta to r .  His background was more 

t h a t  o f  a d i l e t t a n t e  t h a n  a s a v y  c r i t i c .  Hi s  f a t h e r ,  

D a v i d ,  was  an I r i s h  i m m i g r a n t  who became  p a r t  o f  t h e  New 

York i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  as  a newspaper  e d i t o r ,  and h i s  mother ,  

J a n e  Cun n i ng ha m,  was a w r i t e r  and t h e  f o u n d e r  o f  t h e  

Ge ne r a l  F e d e r a t i o n  o f  Women's Clubs.^ "Jenny June , "  as  she 

was known was an u n a f f e c t i o n a t e  mother  more i n t e r e s t e d  in a 

j o u r n a l i s t i c  c a r e e r  t h a n  h e r  s on .  She was e d i t o r  o f  

D e mo re s t ' s  Monthly and Godev's  L a d i e s  Book.

I t  was H e r b e r t ' s  f a t h e r  who e x e r c i s e d  t h e  g r e a t e s t  

i n f l u e n c e  on n im.  Dav i d  C r o l y  was  c i t y  e d i t o r  and l a t e r  

managing e d i t o r  o f  t h e  New York Wor ld . He was co -owner  and 

c o n t r i b u t o r  t o  The Real  E s t a t e  Record and B u i l d e r s '  Gu i de , 

a r e a l  e s t a t e  g u i d e  f o r  New York C i t y .  I n  1872,  Dav i d  

C r o l y ,  f o u n d e d  T r u t h  m a g a z i n e  t o  g a r n e r  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  

u t o p i a n  c o m m u n i t y  a t  O n e i d a .  Even more  u n u s u a l  was  t h e  

a p p e a r an ce  o f  t h e  Modern T h i n k e r . A magazine  which l a s t e d  

o n l y  t wo  i s s u e s ,  i t  was  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by t h e  u s e  o f  c o l o r e d  

t yp e  on p a s t e l  pages .  Cro ly  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  b l a c k  and w h i t e  

p r i n t i n g  damaged t h e  eyes . ^

When H e r b e r t  was  b o r n  i n  1869,  h i s  f a t h e r  had f o r  

s e v e r a l  y e a r s  b e en  i n v o l v e d  i n  h i s  g r e a t e s t  p a s s i o n  -  t h e  

t h o u g h t  o f  A u g u s t  C o m t e .  C o m t e s  p h i l o s o p h y  c a l l e d  

p o s i t i v i s m a t t e m p t e d  t o  r e c o n c i l e  f a i t h  and s c i e n c e  by 

r i d d i n g  r e l i g i o n  o f  a l l  s u p e r s t i t i o n .  T h i s  new " R e l i g i o n  

o f  H u m a n i t y "  h e l d  as  i t s  d r i v i n g  f o r c e  t h e  b r o t h e r h o o d  o f  

ma n .^  The  C r o l y s  n e w b o r n  s o n  w a s ,  w i t h  a p p r o p r i a t e



ceremony,  c h r i s t e n e d  i n t o  t h e  " R e l i g i o n  o f  Humani ty."  His 

p a r e n t s  t a k i n g  g r e a t  p r i d e  t h a t  he was t h e  f i r s t  i n  t h e  

Uni t ed  S t a t e s  t o  be so u sh e r e d  i n t o  t h e  wor ld . ^

The i mpa c t  o f  C r o l y ' s  e a r l y  i mmers ion  in  p o s i t i v i s m  

was  e v i d e n t  i n  h i s  l a t e r  t h o u g h t .  I n  The P r o mi s e  o f  

Amer ican  L i f e , he conc l uded  by c a l l i n g  f o r  t h e  " b r o t he rh o o d  

o f  man."  C r o l y  w r o t e ,  " I t  h a s  b e en  a d m i t t e d  t h r o u g h o u t  

t h a t  t h e  t a s k  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  and s o c i a l  r e g e n e r a t i o n  mus t  

r e m a i n  i n c o m p l e t e  and i m p o v e r i s h e d ,  u n t i l  t h e  c o n v i c t i o n  

and f e e l i n g  o f  human b r o t h e r h o o d  e n t e r s  i n t o  t h e  p o s s e s s i o n  

o f  t h e  human s p i r i t . " ^

I f  C r o l y ' s  e a r l y  t h o u g h t  was s h a p e d  by h i s  f a t h e r ' s  

p o s i t i v i s m ,  i t  was d u r i n g  h i s  f i f t e e n  y e a r  c o l l e g e  c a r e e r  

t h a t  t h e  o t h e r  m a j o r  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  age  

a t t r a c t e d  h i m ,  n a m e l y  p r a g m a t i s m .  C r o l y  m a j o r e d  i n  

p h i l o s o p h y  a t  H a r v a r d .  I t  was  t h e  g o l d e n  age  o f  A m e r i c a n  

p h i l o s o p h y  and C r o l y  was  a b l e  t o  s i t  a t  t h e  e l b o w s  o f  

G e o r g e  S a n t y a n a ,  J o s i a h  R o y ce  a n d ,  t h e  f a t h e r  o f  

p r a g m a t i s m ,  W i l l i a m  James .  D e s p i t e  wha t  seemed a n a t u r a l  

a f f i n i t y  f o r  Royce ' s  brand  o f  i d e a l i s m ,  i t  was p r agma t i s m 

t h a t  l e f t  i t s  mark on C r o l y .  P r a g m a t i s m  a s  i t  was  b e i n g  

f a s h i o n e d  by J a m e s  was p e r v a d i n g  A m e r i c a n  t h o u g h t .  I t  

r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  u l t i m a t e  t o o l  f o r  t h o s e  who s o u g h t  t o  

r e s h a p e  s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  Amer ican s o c i e t y .  P r agma t i s m became 

t h e  w o r l d - v i e w  f o r  C r o l y  and h i s  b r a n d  o f  r e f o r m .  J ohn  

Dewey, who would become a c o n s i s t e n t  c o n t r i b u t o r  t o  t h e  New 

R e p u b l i c , r e i n f o r c e d  t h e  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  s t a n c e  o f  t h e



magazine  making i t ,  in  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s ,  t h e  most  t h o r o u g h l y  

p r a g m a t i c  o r g a n  o f  t h e  d a y J o h n  C h a m b e r l a i n  

c h a r a c t e r i z e d  C r o l y ' s  t h o u gh t  s a y i n g ,  "At a t i m e  when John 

Dewey was  s t i l l  s t r u g g l i n g  w i t h  . . .  h i s  . . .  p r a g m a t i c  

p h i l o s o p h y  H e r b e r t  C r o l y  wa s  a l r e a d y  a f u l l - f l e d g e d  

i n s t r u m e n t a l i s t . " ®  Cro ly  and Dewey were dyed in  t h e  same 

i n k .

A f t e r  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  d e a t h ,  Croly  s p o r a d i c a l l y  pursued  

h i s  s t u d i e s  a t  H a r v a r d ,  worked  on t h e  Rea l  E s t a t e Reco rd  

and B u i l d e r ' s  Guide  and a l s o  w r o t e  f o r  t h e  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  

Record . F r a g i l e  h e a l t h  and m a r r i a g e  i n t o  a w ea l t h y  f a m i l y  

a l l o w e d  C r o l y ,  i n  1906 ,  t o  c e a s e  work  and b e g i n  w r i t i n g  a 

book.



The b o o k ,  T^e  P r o m i s e  o f  A m e r i c a n  L i f e , was  

p u b l i s h e d  i n  1909.  I n  i t s  r e v i e w ,  t h e  N a t i o n  t e r m e d  t h e  

book " n o t a b l e ” f o r  i t s  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  A m e r i c a n  p o l i t i c a l  

h i s t o r y ,  b u t  demurred from C r o ly ' s  c o n c l u s i o n s  which would 

l e a d  t o  " s t a t e  s o c i a l i s m . " ^  B u t ,  u n l i k e  t h e  Na t i on and 

r e f o r m e r s  l i k e  W i l l i a m  J e n n i n g s  B r y a n ,  C r o l y  saw r e f o r m ,  

n o t  a s  t u r n i n g  b a c k  t h e  c l o c k  t o  t h e  g o l d e n  d a y s  o f  

Amer i ca ' s  p a s t ,  b u t  as  an a c t  r e q u i r i n g  a " c e r t a i n  measure  

o f  d i s c i p l i n e ;  n o t  mere ly  by t h e  abundant  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  

i n d i v i d u a l  d e s i r e s ,  b u t  by a l a r g e  m e a s u r e  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  

s u b o r d i n a t i o n  and s e l f - d e n i a l . " ^ ®  R ef o rm ,  C r o l y  s a i d ,  

c o u l d  n o t  be  c o n s i d e r e d  " a s  e q u i v a l e n t  m e r e l y  t o  

r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  American democracy t o  a f o r mer  c o n d i t i o n  

o f  p u r i t y  and e x c e l l e n c e . " ^ ^  I n d e e d ,  r e f o r m  mu s t  l e a d  t o  

t h e  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  i d e a l ,  and t h a t  i d e a l  was 

t o  be found i n  t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  n a t i o n h o o d  r a t h e r  t h a n  in 

a f r a g m e n t i n g  i n d i v i d u a l i t y . ^ ^

F o r  C r o l y ,  t h e  two s t r a n d s  o f  A m e r i c a n  p o l i t i c a l  

t h o u g h t  cou ld  be t r a c e d  t o  Thomas J e f f e r s o n  and Alexander  

H a m i l t o n .  J e f f e r s o n ,  t h e  u l t i m a t e  d e m o c r a t ,  p l a c e d  h i s  

f a i t h  i n  t h e  p e o p l e  and i n  t h e  r i g h t  o f  p e o p l e  t o  l e a d  

l i v e s  u n f e t t e r e d  by government  c o n t r o l .  Hami l t on ,  t r u s t i n g  

t h e  p e o p l e  l e s s ,  saw t h e  need  f o r  s t r o n g  and p u r p o s e f u l  

g o v e r n m e n t .  R e f o r m e r s ,  C r o l y  s a i d ,  "do n o t  r e a l i z e  . . .  

how t h o r o u g h l y  J e f f e r s o n i a n  i n d i v i d u a l i s m  m u s t  be



abandoned, "  and r e p l a c e d  by a " t r a n s f o r m e d "  H a mi l t o n i a n i s m 

which w i l l  o p e r a t e  i n  a " t h o r o u g h l y  d e m o c r a t i c "  w a y J 3

C r o l y  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  v e r y  e v i l s  many r e f o r m e r s  

s o u g h t  t o  e r a d i c a t e  w e r e  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  e x c e s s i v e  

i n d i v i d u a l i s m  on w h i c h  t h e y  r e s t e d  t h e i r  a p p e a l s  f o r  

change.  "The huge c o r p o r a t i o n  and t h e  p o l i t i c a l  machine , "  

C r o l y  s a i d ,  " w e r e  b o t h  c r e a t e d  t o  s a t i s f y  a r e a l  and 

p e r m a n e n t  need  . . . .  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m  was b a s e d  on t h e  

a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l i s m  i t  e n c o u r a g e d  c o u l d  be

p e r s u a d e d  . . .  t o  r e s p e c t  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t ;  . . . .  Thcs^e
/ .  ■

a s s u m p t i o n s  w e r e  a l l  e r r o n e o u s . " ^  ^ E x c e s s i v e  

i n d i v i d u a l i s m  had c r e a t e d  a g o v e r n m e n t  by 1909,  w h i ch  

s e e m e d  t o  C r o l y  u n a b l e  t o  e f f e c t i v e l y  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  

chang ing  complex ion  o f  Amer ican l i f e .  Cro ly  n o t i c e d  t h a t  a 

c o n d i t i o n  had a r i s e n  where  t h e  "People  were t o  g u i de  t h e i r  

l e a d e r s ,  n o t  t h e  l e a d e r s  t h e  p e o p l e ,  and any i n t e l l e c t u a l  

o r  m o r a l  i n d e p e n d e n c e  and i n i t i a t i v e  on t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  

l e a d e r  i n  a d e m o c r a c y  w a s  t o  b e  c o n d e m n e d  a s  

u n d e m o c r a t i c . "^5

The J e f f e r s o n i a n s  i n  t h e i r  z e a l  t o  a v o i d  a r b i t r a r y  

c o n t r o l  had c r i p p l e d  t h e  a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  n a t i o n  t o  c r e a t e  

f o r  i t s  i n d i v i d u a l  c i t i z e n s  t h e  t r u l y  e q u i t a b l e  and  

d e m o c r a t i c  s y s t e m  t h e y  d e s i r e d .  What  was n e e d e d  was a 

s t r o n g  and e f f e c t i v e  l e a d e r s h i p  b e g i n n i n g  a t  t h e  s t a t e  

l e v e l .  A g o v e r n o r  n e e d e d  t o  f u n c t i o n ,  l e g a l l y ,  i n  t h e  

ma n ne r  o f  t h e  o f t e n  i l l e g a l  " b o s s e s . "  S u b j e c t  t o  r e c a l l  

f o r  h i s  d e c i s i o n s , t h e  go ve rn o r  would p r o v i d e  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e



and i m a g i n a t i o n  needed t o  o p e r a t e  a s t a t e .

The n a t i o n  shou ld  be governed  by a l e a d e r  n o t  u n l i k e  

L i n c o l n ,  an i n d i v i d u a l  a w a r e  o f  h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  t h e  

u n i t y  o f  t h e  n a t i o n .  Gone  w o u l d  be  t h e  s e l f i s h  

i n d i v i d u a l i s m  o f  t h e  J e f f e r s o n i a n .  In  i t s  p l a c e  would be a 

" c o n s t r u c t i v e  i n d i v i d u a l i s m , "  a t y p e  o f  i n d i v i d u a l i s m  

where ,  "a man must  in  some way be made t o  s e r v e  t h e  n a t i o n  

i n  t h e  v e r y  a c t  o f  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  h i s  own i n d i v i d u a l  

f u l f i l l m e n t . " ^ ^

An " a s p i r i n g  i n d i v i d u a l "  i n  C r o l y ' s  A m e r i c a  s h o u l d  

p o s s e s s  " i d e a l s  . . .  p e r c h e d  a l i t t l e  h i g h e r  t h a n  t h o s e  o f  

h i s  n e i g h b o r s  . . .  he s h o u l d  be  i m m e d i a t e l y  . . .  l o a d e d  w i t h  

r e w a r d s  and o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  The p u b l i c  s ho u ld  t a k e  o f f  i t s  

h a t  and ask him humbly t o  s t e p  i n t o  t h e  l i m e l i g h t . " ^ ®  And 

how c o u l d  A m e r i c a n s  r e c o g n i z e  a p e r s o n  o f  e x c e p t i o n a l  

t a l e n t ?  Only by t h e  b e t t e r  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  h i s  message ,  and 

t h e  i n t e r e s t i n g  ma nne r  i n  w h i c h  i t  was p r e s e n t e d .  "They 

w i l l  r a l l y  t o  t h e  good t h i n g , "  C r o l y  s a i d ,  " b e c a u s e  t h e  

good t h i n g  has  been made t o  l ook  good t o  t h e m . "^9

C r o l y  e x p r e s s e d  a b e l i e f  i n  l e a d e r s h i p  by a g i f t e d  

e l i t e  a r r i v e d  a t  d e m o c r a t i c a l l y  and c o n t i n u a l l y  a d j u s t e d  by 

d e m o c r a t i c  p r o c e s s e s .  Tha t  a d j u s t m e n t  cou l d  occur  because  

n o t  on l y  would t h e r e  be g i f t e d  l e a d e r s ,  b u t  g i f t e d  c r i t i c s  

t o o .  Thos e  i n d i v i d u a l s  wo u l d  c o n t i n u a l l y  i n f o r m  and 

e d u c a t e  t h e  p eo p l e ,  becoming " s t a n d a r d  b e a r e r s  o f  t h e  whole 

movement "  t o w a r d  " e x p r e s s i o n  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  p u r p o s e "  i n  

r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  needs  o f  Amer ica .



Croly  was d e a d l y  s e r i o u s .  Around him he saw s o c i a l  

d e g e n e r a t i o n  w h i c h  t h r e a t e n e d  t h e  m i d d l e  c l a s s  f a b r i c  o f  

A m e r i c a n  l i f e .  He b e l i e v e d  t h a t  a s t r o n g  c e n t r a l  

g o v e r n m e n t  mu s t  i n s t i t u t e  a " n a t i o n a l  r e c o n s t r u c t i v e  

p o l i c y . "  T h a t  p o l i c y  would  d i r e c t  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  e co no mi c  

a f f a i r s  c o r r e c t i n g  abuses  i n  bo th  i n d u s t r y  and l a b o r .  What 

w a s  r e q u i r e d ,  C r o l y  t h o u g h t ,  was  a " c o n s t r u c t i v e  

d i s c r i m i n a t i o n . "  The power o f  t h e  Uni t ed  S t a t e s  government  

wo u l d  be u s e d  t o  d i s c r i m i n a t e  b e t w e e n  a p p r o p r i a t e  and 

i n a p p r o p r i a t e  economic  a c t i v i t y . C r o l y  o u t l i n e d  a l i t a n y  

o f  e c o n o m i c  a c t i o n  t h a t  would  b r i n g  a b o u t  t h e  e q u i t a b l e  

d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  w e a l t h .  He c a l l e d  f o r  

a b o l i t i o n  o f  t h e  S h e r m a n  A n t i - T r u s t  A c t  b e c a u s e  t h e  

gove rnment  s hou l d  be a l l o wed  t o  d i s c r i m i n a t e  be tween good 

e c o n o m i c  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  and t h e  b a d . ^ ^  He c a l l e d  f o r  

n a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  o f  h i g h l y  m o n o p o l i s t i c  i n d u s t r i e s  e i t h e r  

t h r o u g h  o u t r i g h t  o w ne r s h i p  o r  by " o f f i c i a l  s u p e r v i s i o n . " ^ ^  

Cro ly  c a l l e d  f o r  g r a d u a t e d  t a x e s  on c o r p o r a t e  i n c o m e , a n d  

l a r g e  i n h e r i t a n c e  t a x e s  i n  o r d e r  t o  p r e v e n t  an a r i s t o c r a t i c  

b u i l d  up o f  unearned  c a p i t a l .

C r o l y  w a n t e d  t o  s a v e  A m e r i c a .  Hi s  l u c i d  p o l i t i c a l  

e v a l u a t i o n  o f  American h i s t o r y  and h i s  economic program f o r  

a " n a t i o n a l  r e c o n s t r u c t i v e  p o l i c y "  r e p r e s e n t e d  an a t t e m p t  

a t  b a l a n c i n g  democracy and n a t i o n a l i s m  i n  such  a way t h a t  

t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  e q u a l i t a r i a n i s m  o f  American l i f e  could  l e ad  

t o  t h e  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  Amer i ca ' s  n a t i o n a l  p romi se .  The book 

c o n c l u d e d  w i t h  a c a l l  f o r  t h e  b r o t h e r h o o d  o f  man; an



Amer icanized  " R e l i g i o n  o f  Humani ty . "

And y e t ,  a n o t h e r  f a c t o r  seemed p r e s e n t ,  t h r o u g h  l e s s  

o bv i ous ,  in  C r o l y ' s  c a l l  f o r  a n a t i o n a l i z e d  America ,  namely 

f e a r .  Croly  w ro te ,  "The American i d e a l  i s  no l o n g e r  t o  be 

p ropoga t ed  mere ly  by m u l t i p l y i n g  t h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  t h e  West 

and by g r a n t i n g  i g n o r a n t  a l i e n s  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  v o t e .  L i k e  

a l l  s a c r e d  c a u s e s ,  i t  m u s t  be  p r o p o g a t e d  by t h e  Word and by 

t h e  r i g h t  arm o f  t h e  Word,  w h i c h  i s  t h e  S w o r d . T h i s  

l a p s e  i n t o  a m y s t i c a l  d e f e n s e  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  i n  t h e  same 

b r e a t h  a s  " i g n o r a n t  a l i e n s "  r e v e a l e d  a t h e me  w i t h i n  t h e  

p r o g r e s s i v e  r e f o r m movement and t ouched  upon t h e  e v e n t u a l  

e d u c a t i o n a l  r e me d ie s  f o r m u l a t e d  by John Dewey.

I n  t h e  same  y e a r  C r o l y  p u b l i s h e d  The P r o mi s e  o f

Ame r i c a n  L i f e , I s r a e l  Z a n g w i l l  p r o d u c e d  h i s  p l a y  The

Me l t i n g  P o t . He d e s c r i b e d  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  C r o l y  o b s e r v e d

eve r y  day i n  New York C i t y :

Here  you s t a n d ,  good f o l k s ,  t h i n k  I ,  when I  s e e  
them a t  E l l i s  I s l a n d ,  h e r e  you s t a n d  i n  your  f i f t y  
g r o u p s ,  w i t h  y o u r  f i f t y  l a n g u a g e s  and h i s t o r i e s ,  
and y o u r  f i f t y  b l o o d  h a t r e d s  and r i v a l r i e s .  Bu t  
you w o n ' t  be  l o n g  l i k e  t h a t ,  b r o t h e r s ,  f o r  t h e s e  
a r e  t h e  f i r e s  o f  God y o u ' v e  come t o  . . .  A f i g  f o r  
y o u r  f u e d s  and  y o u r  v e n d e t t a s !  G e r m a n s  and  
F r e n c h m a n ,  I r i s h m e n  and E n g l i s h m e n ,  J ew s  and 
R u s s i a n s - i n t o  t h e  C r u c i b l e  w i t h  you a l l I  God i s  
making t h e  Amer i cans . ^ '

The wave o f  i m m i g r a t i o n  t h a t  had begun in  t h e  l 880s  

was  n o t  made up o f  n o r t h e r n  E u r o p e a n s ,  b u t  E u r o p e a n s  f r om 

t h e  s o u t h  and e a s t .  T h e s e  p e o p l e  r a t h e r  t h a n  s p r e a d i n g  

a c r o s s  t h e  c o un t r y  g a t h e r e d  t h e m s e l v e s  i n t o  e t h n i c  g h e t t o s  

i n  A m e r i c a ' s  g r o w i n g  i n d u s t r i a l  c i t i e s .  T h e s e  p e o p l e  o f
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d i f f e r e n t  h a b i t s  and a t t i t u d e s  p o s e d  a r e a l  t h r e a t  t o  t h e  

" A m e r i c a n  way o f  L i f e . "  E l l  wood C u b b e r e l y  i n  C h a n g i ng 

C o n c e p t i o n s  o f  E d u c a t i o n , a l s o  w r i t t e n  i n  1909,  s a i d  t h a t  

t h e s e  new i m m i g r an t s  were  " i l l i t e r a t e ,  d o c i l e ,  l a c k i n g  in 

s e l f  r e l i a n c e  and i n i t i a t i v e ,  and no t  p o s s e s s i n g  t h e  Anglo-  

T e u t o n i c  c o n c e p t i o n s  o f  l aw and o r d e r ,  and g o v e r n m e n t ,  

t h e i r  coming has  s e r v ed  t o  d i l u t e  t r e m e n d o u s l y  our  n a t i o n a l  

s t o c k ,  and t o  c o r r u p t  our  c i v i l  l i f e . " ^®

Men l i k e  C r o l y  and C u b b e r e l y  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  

p r o m i s e  o f  t h i s  " P r o m i s e d  Land" was a t  s t a k e  i n  1909.  

C r o l y  was  p r e s e n t i n g  a way t o  n a t i o n a l i z e ,  n o t  o n l y  t h e  

Amer ican economy, b u t  Amer ican c u l t u r e  as  w e l l .  Given t h e  

methods  o f  s c i e n c e  and i t s  s o c i a l  p h i l o s op h y  o f  p ra gma t i s m,  

i t  a p p e a r e d  o b v i o u s  t h a t  t h e  o n l y  way t h e  m i d d l e  c l a s s  

cou ld  g e n u i n e l y  c r e a t e  a homogeneous s o c i e t y  i n  which t h e  

i n d i v i d u a l  s a c r i f i c e d  h i s  " J e f f e r s o n i a n "  w i l l  f o r  a more 

s o c i a l l y  ha rmonious  " Hami l t o n i an "  p e r s p e c t i v e  was t h r ough  

e d u c a t i o n .  Thi s  would r e q u i r e  a "new e d u c a t i o n "  based ,  no t  

on t h e  l i b e r a l  t r a d i t i o n  o f  l e a r n i n g ,  b u t  on t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  

o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  a s  he a d a p t e d  t o  t h e  l a r g e r  n a t i o n a l  

e x p e r i e n c e .  E d u c a t i o n ' s  " o b j e c t  i s  o r  shou l d  be t o  p r e p a r e  

him b o t h  i n  h i s  w i l l  and i n  h i s  i n t e l l i g e n c e , "  C r o l y  

w r o t e ,  " t o  make a t h o r o u g h l y  i l l u m i n a t i n g  u s e  o f  h i s  

e x p e r i e n c e  i n  l i f e  . . .  a s  a man o f  b u s i n e s s ,  a h u s b a n d , a 

f a t h e r ,  a c i t i z e n ,  a f r i e n d , "  t h e s e  b e i n g  t h e  v e r y  

q u a l i t i e s  w h i c h  s eemed  t o  be  l a c k i n g  i n  t h e  new a l i e n s .  

What  C r o l y  b e l i e v e d  was n e e d e d  was a way t o  e d u c a t e  t h e

11



" i g n o r a n t  a l i e n "  i n t o  " a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  

c o l l e c t i v e  t a s k . " ^ ®  J o h n  Dewey w o u l d  p r o v i d e  t h a t  

a p p r o a c h ,  and t h e  p a g e s  o f  t h e  ji&w R e p u b l i c  wou ld  r e f l e c t  

f o r  many y e a r s  t h e s e  c o nc e r n s  abou t  how t h a t  e x p e r i m en t  in 

n a t i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n  was going .

The Pr omise  o f  Amer ican L i f e  s o l d  7500 c o p i e s .  The 

book became a s e m i n a l  p u b l i c a t i o n  i n  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  o f  t he  

p r o g r e s s i v e  movement.  Croly  earned  t h e  t i t l e  o f  founde r  o f  

A m e r i c a n  p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n c e  f o r  h i s  s h r e w d  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  

A m e r i c a n  p o l i t i c a l  h i s t o r y .  B u t ,  i t  a l s o  s e r v e d  him w e l l  

i n  a n o t h e r  way.  I t  p r o v o k e d  a man o f  s i m i l a r  s o c i a l  

c o n s c i o u s n e s s  t o  o f f e r  C r o l y  t h e  money t o  do w h a t e v e r  

was n e c e s s a r y  t o  f u l f i l l  t h e  promise  o f  American l i f e
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W i l l a r d  and D o r o t h y  S t r a i g h t  r e a d  The P r o mi s e  o f  

Ame r i c a n L i f e  i n  Ch i na  w h e r e  he was  J . P .  M o r g a n ’s A s i a n  

a g e n t .  Bo t h  r e s p o n d e d  t o  t h e  C r o l y  m e s s a g e  o f  a s t r o n g  

A m e r i c a n  g o v e r n m e n t  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  r e c t i f y i n g  o f  e c o n o m i c  

a b u s e s .  They saw a l s o ,  t h a t  C r o l y  was e m p a t h e t i c  t o  a more 

c o n s p i c u o u s  a nd  f o r c e f u l  A m e r i c a n  p r e s e n c e  a b r o a d .  

S t r a i g h t  and h i s  w i f e  were  s i n c e r e l y  i m p r e s s e d .  Cro ly  had 

g i v e n  v o i c e  t o  t h e  k i n d  o f  n a t i o n a l i s t i c  i m p u l s e s  t h a t  

W i l l a r d  S t r a i g h t  b e l i e v e d  in  w i t h  h i s  whole  b e in g .  Bl e s sed  

w i t h  w e a l t h  t he y  d e t e r m i n e d  on t h e i r  r e t u r n  t o  New York t o  

meet  t h e  man who had so f i r e d  t h e i r  i m a g i n a t i o n s . 32

A f t e r  a s e r i e s  o f  m e e t i n g s  e a r l y  i n  1913  h a d  

c o n f i r m e d  t h e i r  h o p e d  f o r  r a p p o r t  w i t h  C r o l y ,  t h e  

d i s c u s s i o n s  t u r n e d  t o  p r a c t i c a l  means o f  f o s t e r i n g  C r o l y ’s 

v i e w  o f  A m e r i c a n  p o l i t i c a l  l i f e .  They t o y e d  w i t h  t h e  i d e a  

o f  a d a i l y  n e w s p a p e r ,  b u t  r e j e c t e d  i t  a s  t o o  c o m p l e x .  

F o l l o w i n g  a d i s c u s s i o n  o f  Norman H a pg o o d’s m i s g u i d e d  

n o t i o n s  f o r  H a r p e r ’s Weekly., Dorothy a ske d ,  ”Why don’t  you 

g e t  o u t  a w e e k l y  y o u r s e l f ,  H e r b e r t ? ” C r o l y  r e p l i e d ,  " I t  

wo u ld  t a k e  a l o t  o f  money . ” Yes ,  I  u n d e r s t a n d , ” D o r o t h y  

s a i d ,  "Bu t  l e t ’s go a h e a d . "33

I t  s ee me d  o n l y  n a t u r a l  t h a t  C r o l y  wo u l d  e n t e r  

j o u r n a l i s m .  I n d e e d ,  he had a l r e a d y  wo r k e d  on t h e  Real.  

E s t a t e  R ec or d  a nd B u i l d e r s ’ G u i de and t h e  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  

£ e £ 0 £ d .  And n o w ,  t h a n k s  t o  t w o  w e a l t h y  h e i r s  o f
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J e f f e r s o n i a n  i n d i v i d u a l i s m ,  he was b e i n g  h anded  on t h e  

p r o v e r b i a l  s i l v e r  p l a t t e r  t h e  e d i t o r s h i p  o f  a w ee k l y  

m a g a z i n e  w h i c h  wou ld  e n d e a v o r  t o  r e c t i f y  t h e  k i n d  o f  

economic e x c e s s  t h a t  was making t h e  magazine  p o s s i b l e .  The 

i r o n y  was du l y  noted  by f r i e n d s  and c r i t i c s  a l i k e .

The b i r t h  o f  t h e  New R e p u b l i c  s eemed  c h a r m e d .  Wi t h  

f i n a n c i a l  back ing  Croly  began t o  g a t h e r  a s t a f f  which could  

produce  t h e  r e q u i r e d  25,000 words a week. W a l t e r  Weyl was 

t h e  f i r s t  e d i t o r  C r o l y  s i g n e d .  An e c o n o m i s t ,  Weyl  had 

p u b l i s h e d ,  i n  1912,  The New Demo c r a c y . Hi s  book was 

c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  C r o l y ' s  t h o u g h t ,  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  r e s t r u c t u r e  

t h e  American economic s ys t em.

Othe r  s t a f f  f o l l o w e d .  F r a n c i s  Ha c k e t t  was h i r e d  t o  

h a n d l e  l i t e r a r y  a f f a i r s .  P h i l i p  L i t t e l l  was  t o  w r i t e  a 

f u l l  pa ge  c o l u m n ,  "Books  and T h i n g s . "  C h a r l o t t e  Rudyard  

was  g i v e n  t h e  t a s k  o f  l a y - o u t  and e d i t i n g . 35 B u t ,  by f a r  

t h e  most  i n f l u e n t i a l  member o f  t h e  new ma gaz in e ' s  s t a f f  was 

W a l t e r  Lippmann.

Lippmann was t h e  r i s i n g  s t a r  o f  p o l i t i c a l  c r i t i c i s m .  

A H a r v a r d  g o l d e n  b o y ,  he  h a d  b e e n  c h o s e n  by L i n c o l n  

S t e f f e n s  t o  w o r k  on E v e r y b o d y ' s  M a g a z i n e .  I n  1 9 1 2 ,  

L i p p m a n n  w e n t  t o  S c h e n n e c t a d y , N.Y. ,  t o  w o r k  i n  t h e  

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  s o c i a l i s t  mayor George R. Lunn. In 1913, 

L i p p m a n n  p u b l i s h e d  A P r e f a c e  t o  P o l i t i c s .  H i s  d e f t  

a n a l y s i s  o f  human n a t u r e  h e l p e d  p o p u l a r i z e  t h e  work  o f  

Sigmund F r e u d  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  and b r o u g h t  a n ee de d
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r e a l i s m  t o  t h e  p r o g r e s s i v e  g o a l  o f  t r a n s f o r m i n g  A m e r i c a n  

s o c i e t y

Even  m o r e  p o w e r f u l  was  D £ i f t  and  M a s t e £ £  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  y e a r .  Here he r e l i e d  on t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  method as 

t h e  way one a na l yzed  and d e t e r m i n e d  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  a c t i o n  in 

a s o c i e t y .  A n o t i o n  H e r b e r t  C r o l y  c o u l d  c e r t a i n l y  

a c c e p t . L i p p m a n n  and t h e  o t h e r s  began work t h e  w i n t e r  o f  

1 91 3-1 91 4. "We s t a r t e d  . . .  on t h e  a s s u m p t i o n , "  Lippmann 

w r o t e ,  " t h a t  we w e r e  e n l i s t e d  as  l o y a l ,  t h o u g h  we hoped 

c r i t i c a l  members o f  t h e  P r o g r e s s i v e  movement.

O f f i c e s  w e r e  s e t  up i n  New York C i t y  a t  421 Wes t  

2 1 s t  S t r e e t  i n  a b r o w n s t o n e  owned by C r o l y .  A f i r s t  o r d e r  

o f  b u s i n e s s  was t o  f i n d  a name f o r  t h e  m a g a z i n e .  C r o l y  

w a n t e d  t o  c a l l  t h e  p a p e r  t h e  N a t i o n , b u t  t h a t  name was 

a l r e a d y  i n  u s e .  The R e p u b l i c  s eemed  a l o g i c a l  s e c o n d  

c h o i c e  f o r  a magaz ine  b e n t  on n a t i o n a l i z i n g  Amer ica .  A f t e r  

i t  had be en  d e c i d e d  and p u b l i c i t y  had b e e n  c i r c u l a t e d ,  i t  

was  d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  a R e p u b l i c  e x i s t e d  o u t  o f  B o s t o n .  

L i ppmann  s a i d ,  "We had t o  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  o u r s e l v e s ,  and so 

w i t h  a p o s i t i v e  d i s l i k e  f o r  t h e  s u g g e s t i o n  o f  u t o p i a n i s m ,  

we c a l l e d  t h e  paper  The New R e p u b l i c .

I n  S e p t e m b e r ,  1914 ,  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s  w e r e  t a k e n  

announcing  t h e  New Repub l i c  magaz ine .  Cro ly  w r o t e  t h a t  t h e  

j o u r n a l  wou l d  " s t i r  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  i m a g i n a t i o n  o f  i t s  

r e a d e r s ,  and c r e a t e  i n  them an a t t i t u d e  o f  mind p r o d u c t i v e  

o f  sound and d e t e r m i n e d  a c t i o n  in  t h e  f a c e  o f  our  n a t i o n a l  

n e ed s .
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Each i s s u e  o f  t h e  m a g a z i n e  wou ld  c o n t a i n  f i v e

e l e m e n t s .  S h o r t  e d i t o r i a l s  c a l l e d  l e a d e r s  were  u ns i gn ed .  

These were f o l l o w ed  by f u l l  page e d i t o r i a l  s t a t e m e n t s ,  a l s o

u n s i g n e d .  Then,  a r t i c l e s  i n  t h e  r a n g e  o f  1500 w o r d s  by

bo th  s t a f f  and s o l i c i t e d  w r i t e r s .  A c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  s e c t i o n  

f o l l o w e d  t h e  a r t i c l e s  w i t h  book r e v i e w s  and a r t s  c r i t i c i s m  

c o m p l e t i n g  t h e  i s s u e .  I t  was  a t i g h t  m a g a z i n e  p a c k a g e  

modeled on t h e  E n g l i s h  j o u r n a l  t h e  New S t a t e s m a n .

The  Nea  R e g u b U ç  m a g a z i n e  w a s  b u i l t  on t h e

f o u n d a t i o n  o f  C r o l y ' s  Tfae P r o m i s e  o f  A m e r i c a n  L i f e .  

T o g e t h e r  w i t h  h i s  l i k e - m i n d e d  s t a f f ,  C r o l y  s e t  o u t  t o  

i n f o r m  and e d u c a t e  t h e  A m e r i c a n  p e o p l e .  P o l i t i c a l  and 

e c o n o m i c  p r a c t i c e  would  n o t  be t h e  o n l y  a r e a s  f o r  t h e  

m a gaz in e ' s  s c r u t i n y .  Edu c a t i o n  was from t h e  f i r s t  i s s u e  an 

i m p o r t a n t  c o n c e r n .  F r o m 1914  t o  1 9 3 0 ,  t h e  A m e r i c a n  

e d u c a t i o n a l  s c e n e  w a s  r e p o r t e d  o n  b y  d o z e n s  o f  

c o r r e s p o n d e n t s .  I t  i s  an i m p r e s s i v e  l i s t  -  J ohn  Dewey,  

R a n d o l p h  B o u r n e ,  E l i z a b e t h  S e r g e a n t ,  Max McConn,  H o ra c e  

K a l l e n ,  Wi l l i am Bag l ey ,  Boyd Bode and many o t h e r s .

T h i s  s t u d y  i s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  "new e d u c a t i o n "  i n  

t h e  New Re p u b l i c  d u r i n g  i t s  f i r s t  f i f t e e n  y e a r s .  Th e s e  

y e a r s  o f  C r o l y ' s  e d i t o r s h i p  p r e s e n t  a r i s e  and f a l l  i n  

e d u c a t i o n a l  e n t h u s i a s m  f o r  t h e  p a t h  o f  n a t i o n a l i z e d  

e d u c a t i o n .  The o p t i m i s m  o f  men l i k e  C r o l y ,  Dewey and 

B o u r n e  i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  a b e t t e r  A m e r i c a  t h r o u g h  

e x p e r i e n c e - b a s e d  and c h i l d - c e n t e r e d  e d u c a t i o n  u n d e r w e n t  

d e g r e e s  o f  c h a n g e  u n t i l ,  by  1 9 3 0 ,  Dewey and  o t h e r
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e d u c a t i o n i s t s  w e r e  c a l l i n g  f o r  a r e a p p r a i s a l  o f  t h e  

p r a c t i c e s  o f  t h e  new e d u c a t i o n .  The p a g e s  o f  t h e  New 

Rep ub l i c  r e f l e c t e d  a g rowing  d i v e r s i t y  and e c c e n t r i c i t y  o f  

b o t h  e d u c a t i o n a l  me t hod  and p u r p o s e .  T h i s  s h i f t  f r om t h e  

u n i t a r y  n a t u r e  e n v i s i o n e d  f o r  e d u c a t i o n  by Croly  and Dewey 

i n t o  a q u a r r e l s o m e  c o m p e t i t i o n  abou t  e d u c a t i o n a l  b e l i e f  i s  

c a p t u r e d  i n  t h e  week by week r e p o r t i n g  o f  t h e  £ew R e p u b l i c .

The b e g i n n i n g  was  v e r y  b r i g h t ,  h o w e v e r ,  and t h e  

o p t i m i s m  h i g h  t h a t  r e a l  c h a n g e  c o u l d  be made i n  t h e  

Amer ican e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m,  and t h a t  t h e  r e s u l t  would be 

new men and new women f o r  t h e  new wor ld  t h a t  was dawning.
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CHAPTER I I

WORSHIP OF IDOLS

When v o l u m e  I ,  n u m b e r  I  o f  t h e  ü e w  R e p u b l i c  

a p pea re d ,  November 7,  1914, t h e  f i r s t  a r t i c l e  on e d u c a t i o n  

c l e a r l y  i l l u s t r a t e d  w h a t  t h e  new m a g a z i n e  b e l i e v e d  wrong 

w i t h  Amer ican pedagogy.  The w r i t e r ,  Randolph Bourne,  had 

been h i r e d  by Cro ly  as  a s t a f f  w r i t e r  a t  t h e  s u g g e s t i o n  of  

C h a r l e s  Bea r d . ^  The t w e n t y - s e v e n  y e a r  o l d  B our ne  was  a 

l i t t l e  man,  f i v e  f e e t  t a l l  w i t h  a g r o t e s q u e l y  m i s s h a p e n  

h e a d ,  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  a "mess y  b i r t h . "  T h a t ,  c o u p l e d  w i t h  a 

ch i l d h o od  s p i n a l  d i s e a s e  which l e f t  him a hunchback,  made 

Bour ne  a p h y s i c a l  f r e a k  whose  o n l y  a v e n u e  f o r  s u c c e s s  l a y  

i n  t h e  i n t e l l e c t .  He had w r i t t e n  f o r  t h e  A t l a n t i c  Mont h l y ; 

h i s  e s s a y s  c o l l e c t e d  i n t o  book fo r m i n  1913.  Youth  and 

L i f e  e s t a b l i s h e d  a r e p u t a t i o n  f o r  Bourne as  a keen o b s e r v e r  

o f  young A me r i can s ’ ways and as an i n s i g h t f u l  c r i t i c  o f  t he  

Amer ican s o c i a l  s cene . ^

I n  t h a t  f i r s t  a r t i c l e .  Bour ne  d e s c r i b e d  a v i s i t  t o  

h i s  o ld  h i gh  s ch o o l  i n  B l o o mf i e l d ,  New J e r s e y .  S i t t i n g  a t  

t h e  b a c k  o f  a c l a s s r o o m  Bour ne  w r o t e ,  " I  had b e f o r e  my e y e s  

t h e  i n t e r e s t i n g  drama o f  t h e  American s ch o o l  as  i t  u n f o l d s  

i t s e l f  day  a f t e r  day i n  how many t h o u s a n d s  o f  c l a s s r o o m s
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t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  l a n d . "3 He g r a n t e d  t h e  t e a c h e r  a c e r t a i n  

" c o n s c i e n t i o u s n e s s "  b u t  f ound  h i m s e l f ,  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  

t h i r t y  s t u d e n t s ,  e x p e r i e n c i n g  " t h a t  q u e e r  s e n s e  o f  

d e p r e s s i o n ,  s t i l l  f a m i l i a r  a f t e r  t e n  y e a r s ,  t h a t  s e n s a t i o n ,  

i n  c o mi n g  i n t o  t h e  s c h o o l r o o m ,  o f  s u d d e n l y  p a s s i n g  i n t o  a 

h e l p l e s s ,  i m p e r s o n a l  w o r l d ,  w he re  e x p r e s s i o n  c o u l d  be 

a c h i e v e d  and c u r i o u s i t y  a s s e r t e d  o n l y  i n  t h e  mo s t  f o r m a l  

and d i f f i c u l t  way. "^

B ou r ne  w e n t  on t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  

c l a s s r o o m  b e t w e e n  " g o o d "  c h i l d r e n ,  who a r t i f i c i a l l y  

c on nec t e d  t h e m s e l v e s  w i t h  t h e i r  t e a c h e r ,  and "bad" c h i l d r e n  

who had "more s e l f - a s s e r t i o n  and i n i t i a t i v e  t h a n  t h e  r e s t . "  

T h e s e  bad c h i l d r e n  w e r e  f o r  B ou r ne  t h e  t r u l y  " n o r m a l , "  

t h o s e  who would n o t  b u c k l e  under  t o  t h e  a r t i f i c e  o f  f o r ma l  

e d u c a t i o n . 5 Not o n ly  were  t h e  s t u d e n t s  d i v i d e d ,  b u t  Bourne 

o bs e r ved  a chasm be tween  t h e  s t u d e n t s  and t h e  t e a c h e r .  He 

asked  h i m s e l f ,  "What i n s t i t u t i o n  . . .  i n  t h e  grown-up wor ld  

b o r e  r e s e m b l a n c e  t o  t h i s  s o  c a r e f u l l y  s e g r e g a t e d  

c l a s s r o o m ? "  B o u r n e ' s  c o n c l u s i o n  was  t h a t  o n l y  s t a t e  

l e g i s l a t u r e s  o p e r a t e d  i n  t h e  same h i g h l y  s t r u c t u r e d  and 

a r t i f i c i a l  e n v i r o n m e n t  o f  t h e  c l a s s r o o m . &

When t h e  b e l l  r a n g  c o n c l u d i n g  t h e  c l a s s ,  a l l  t h e  

c h i l d r e n  s u d d e n l y  became  " n o r m a l , "  l a u g h i n g  and t a l k i n g ,  

b e c o m i n g  human f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  i n  an h o u r .  " C a l l  t h i s  

t h i n g  t h a t  g o e s  on i n  t h e  modern  s c h o o l r o o m  s c h o o l i n g  i f  

you l i k e , "  wro t e  Bourne ,  "on l y  d o n ' t  c a l l  i t  e d u c a t i o n . " ?

T h i s  i n i t i a l  e s s a y  on e d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  New Republ i c
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c h a r a c t e r i z e d  t h e  d i l e m m a  A m e r i c a n  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  and 

e d u c a t i o n i s t s  had e x p e r i e n c e d  s i n c e  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n .  Given 

t h e  u n i q u e n e s s  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  e x p e r i m e n t ,  w h a t  we r e  t h e  

r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  a u n i q u e l y  A m e r i c a n  e d u c a t i o n ?  Each 

g e n e r a t i o n  s i n c e  t h e  c o u n t r y ' s  f ounding  had w r e s t l e d  w i t h  

t h a t  p r o b l e m ,  u n t i l  by t h e  C i v i l  War,  t h e  h o d g e - p o d g e  o f  

A m e r i c a n  e d u c a t i o n a l  e n t e r p r i s e s  c r i e d  o u t  f o r  l o g i c  and 

o r g a n i z a t i o n .  W i l l i a m  Tor rey  H a r r i s ,  b e g i n n i n g  in  t h e  l a t e  

1 8 6 0 s ,  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  a n e e d e d  s e n s e  o f  o r d e r  and  

s y s t e m i z a t i o n  t o  A m e r i c a n  s c h o o l i n g .  I n  1885 ,  H a r r i s  

w r o t e ,  "The s c h o o l  c o u l d  n o t  p o s s i b l y  u n d e r t a k e  a more  

d i r e c t  and e f f i c i e n t  t r a i n i n g  o f  t h e  c h i l d  f o r  s o c i a l  

c o m b i n a t i o n  t h a n  i t  d o e s  u n d e r t a k e  i n  i t s  f o u r  c a r d i n a l  

p ha se s  o f  d i s c i p l i n e - r e g u l a r i t y , p u n c t u a l i t y ,  s i l e n c e ,  and 

indus t r y . " ® These i n d u s t r i a l l y  c r a f t e d  i d e a s  were t h e  very 

f e a t u r e s  o f  e d u c a t i o n  t h a t  by 1892,  when J o s e p h  R i c e ' s  

famous expose  o f  Amer ican s c h o o l i n g  appea red  i n  t h e  Na t i on ,  

had become  f o s s i l i z e d  i n t o  t h e  b e d r o c k  o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  

p r a c t i c e .  And,  i t  was t h o s e  same r i g i d i t i e s  t h a t  Bour ne  

o b s e r v e d  i n  1914 t h a t  c a u s e d  him t o  p r o m o t e  a new fo r m o f  

e d u c a t i o n .  An e d u c a t i o n  which would f o s t e r  i n  t h e  c h i l d  a 

m o r e  n a t u r a l  a n d ,  i t  w a s  h o p e d ,  a m o r e  r e a l i s t i c  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  s o c i e t y .  I f  t h e  p r o m i s e  o f  A m e r i c a n  

l i f e ,  r e p l e t e  w i t h  t h e  i m p l i e d  s o c i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  

d e m o c r a t i c  c i t i z e n s h i p ,  was t o  be i n c u l c a t e d  i n  t h e  young,  

t h e  f o r m a l i s m  o f  H a r r i s ,  n o t  t o  m e n t i o n  t h e  s t o d g i n e s s  o f

22



h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n ,  m u s t  g i v e  way t o  t h e  d e m o c r a t i c  

n a t u r a l i s t i c  i m p u l s e s  o f  Amer ican s o c i e t y .

The t h r e a d s  o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  r e f o r m  p r i o r  t o  1914,  

w e r e  c o m p o s e d  o f  e l e m e n t s  p r o m o t i n g  m e c h a n i c a l  and 

i n d u s t r i a l  e d u c a t i o n  modeled on t h e  De l l a  Vos method,  t he  

e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  s c h o o l s  f o r  t he  manual  a r t s ,  t h e  p r omot ion  

o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  e d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  m i d w e s t ,  and l a t e r ,  a 

g rowi ng  e mphas i s  on d o m e s t i c  s k i l l s  f o r  women, and n a t u r e  

s t u d i e s  f o r  a l l . 9 S t i l l ,  t h i s  e d u c a t i o n  by s p e c i a l  

i n t e r e s t  g roup was n o t  t h e  t y p e  o f  t o t a l  r e f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  

g r o w i n g  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  s y s t e m  t h a t  would  a c c o m o d a t e  t h e  

n e e d s  o f  d e m o c r a t i c  A m e r i c a .  And,  i t  was  a l l  o f  A m e r i c a  

t o o ,  t h a t  m u s t  be  r e f o r m e d ,  n o t  j u s t  e d u c a t i o n  o r  f o r  

e d u c a t i o n ' s  s a k e .  T r u e  r a d i c a l s ,  l i k e  Eugene  Debs ,  we r e  

n e v e r  v e r y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  e d u c a t i o n a l  r e f o r m .  Only  t h e  

m i d d l e - c l a s s  r e f o r m e r s  l i k e  C r o l y ,  Dewey and Bourne  saw 

e d u c a t i o n  as  a t o o l  t h a t  cou l d  r e s h ap e  American s o c i a l  and 

economic  p a t t e r n s .  E d u c a t i o n  f o r  them became,  in  t h e  words 

o f  F r a n k  T r a c y  C a l t o n ,  "an  e n g i n e  f o r  s o c i a l  b e t t e r m e n t . "  

S c h o o l s ,  so  e a s i l y  s u b j e c t  t o  p a r o c h i a l  c o n c e r n s  o f  t h i s  

g r o u p  o r  t h a t  n e e d e d  t o  become t h e  s h o u l d e r  t o  t h e  w h e e l  o f  

A me r i c a ' s  e v o l v i n g  s e n s e  o f  nat ionhood.^®

What  Bo ur n e  saw i n  t h a t  s c h o o l r o o m  i n  1914 was 

e d u c a t i o n  t h a t  was  n o t  d e s i g n e d  t o  p r o m o t e  t h e  s o c i a l  

b e t t e r m e n t  t h a t  he and t h e  o t h e r  r e f o r m e r s  b e l i e v e d  in .  He 

was o b s e r v i n g  e d u c a t i o n  d e s i g n e d  f o r  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  mind,  

n o t  t h e  body p o l i t i c .  I t  was  s c h o o l i n g  w h i c h  wou ld  n e v e r
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a l t e r  A m e r i c a ' s  b r o a d e r  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e .  Bour ne  was 

r e p u d i a t i n g  n o t  j u s t  a methodology o f  t e a c h i n g , b u t  a body 

o f  k n o w l e d g e  t h a t  s eemed  t o  him i n a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  modern  

Amer ica .  I n  D r i f t  and M a s t e r y , W a l t e r  Lippmann w r o t e ,  "The 

s a n c t i t y  o f  p r o p e r t y ,  t h e  p a t r i a r c h i a l  f a m i l y ,  h e r e d i t a r y  

c a s t e ,  t h e  dogma o f  s i n ,  o b e d i en c e  t o  a u t h o r i t y ,  -  t h e  rock 

o f  a g e s ,  i n  b r i e f ,  h a s  b e e n  b l a s t e d  f o r  u s  . . .  t h e  

f o u n d a t i o n s  o f  t h e  o l d e r  o r d e r  s u r v i v e  only  as h a b i t s  o r  by 

d e f a u l t . A n d ,  i t  was  t h a t  " h a b i t "  w h i c h  t h e  m i d d l e  

c l a s s  r e f o r m e r s  wanted t o  b r e a k ,  and t h e  new e d u c a t i o n  was 

t h e  method by which i t  cou ld  be done.

The c h i e f  a r c h i t e c t  o f  t h e  new e d u c a t i o n ,  a f o r m e r  

t e a c h e r  o f  B o u r n e ' s  a t  C o l u m b i a ,  was J ohn  Dewey.  He 

b e l i e v e d  t h a t  k n o w l e d g e  and a c t i o n  w e r e  n o t  two  s e p a r a t e  

e n t i t i e s ,  b u t  a s i n g l e  a c t i v i t y  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  mind as  

i t  c o n f r o n t e d  and s o l v e d  d a i l y  p r o b l e m s .  T h i s  p r o c e s s  by 

w h i c h  even  a c h i l d  s o l v e d  h i s  p r o b l e m s  was  t h e  t e a c h i n g  

t a s k  o f  t h e  new e d u c a t i o n .  Dewey b e l i e v e d  t h a t  e d u c a t i o n  

now had t o  be  b a s e d  on t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  me t hod  w i t h  i t s  

p r o b l e m  s o l v i n g  t e c h n i q u e  a n d ,  more  b r o a d l y ,  upon t h e  

s o c i a l  p h i l o s op h y  o f  s c i e n c e ,  p r a gma t i sm.  P r agmat i sm was 

f o r  Dewey t h e  o n l y  a c c e p t a b l e  a p p r o a c h  f o r  a d e m o c r a t i c ,  

i n d u s t r i a l  s o c i e t y .  Edu c a t i o n  t h e n ,  by t e a c h i n g  t h e  c h i l d  

how t o  d e a l  e f f e c t i v e l y  w i t h  day t o  day  v e r i t i e s  wa s ,  i n  

e f f e c t ,  t e a c h i n g  t h e  c h i l d  how t o  b e t t e r  h i m s e l f  and t h e  

s o c i a l  o r d e r  t o o .  I t  w a s  a x i o m a t i c  f o r  Dewey t h a t  

s c h o o l i n g  s hou l d  n o t  s i m p l y  r e p r o d uc e  t h e  e x i s t i n g  s o c i e t y
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i n  t h e  young,  b u t  g i v e  them t h e  t o o l s  and t h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  

t o  improve  t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  c u l t u r e .

Th i s  change o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  a t t i t u d e  i m p l i e d  t h a t  t h e  

t r a d i t i o n a l  f o c us  o f  s c h o o l i n g  on knowledge and t h e  t e a c h e r  

shou l d  s h i f t  t o  a f o cu s  on t h e  c h i l d .  The i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  

c h i l d ,  t h o u g h t  n a t u r a l l y  good ,  s h o u l d  become t h e  d r i v i n g  

f o r c e  o f  a l l  e d u c a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t y .  "Few grown-up p e r so n s  

r e t a i n  a l l  o f  t h e  f l e x i b l e  and  s e n s i t i v e  a b i l i t y  o f  

c h i l d r e n  t o  v i b r a t e  s y m p a t h e t i c a l l y  w i t h  t h e  a t t i t u d e s  and 

d o i ngs  o f  t h o s e  about  them,"  w r o t e  D e w e y . Dewey' s b e l i e f  

i n  t h e  s y m p a t h e t i c  v i b r a t i o n s  e m i n a t i n g  f r o m c h i l d r e n  

r e p r e s e n t e d  a g r o w i n g  a s s u m p t i o n  a b o u t  c h i l d h o o d  and 

c h i l d r e n ' s  g o o d n e s s ,  h o n e s t y  and i n t e l l i g e n c e  w h i c h  had 

b egun  w i t h  R o u s s e a u  and had c u l m i n a t e d  i n  t h a t  b us y  y e a r ,  

1909,  w i t h  E l l e n  K e y ' s ,  The Cent ury  o f  t h e  C h i l d .

W i th  t h e  c h i l d  a t  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  

p r o c e s s  and t he  c h i l d ' s  i n t e r e s t  as  t h e  means o f  f o s t e r i n g  

i n s t r u m e n t a l  p rob lem s o l v i n g ,  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  l i b e r a l  view 

o f  e d u c a t i o n  w i t h  i t s  f o r m a l i t y  and o r d e r e d  knowledge was,  

as  Bourne obs er ved ,  n o t  a dequa te .  Like  s c i e n c e ,  e d u c a t i o n  

was t o  be e x p e r i m e n t a l ;  e v e r  c o n t i n u i n g  e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n  

w h i c h  g e n e r a t i o n  by g e n e r a t i o n  wou l d  r e f o r m  t h e  s o c i e t y .  

I n d u s t r i a l  s o c i e t y  was s o c i e t y  e ve r  chang i ng ,  e ve r  growing.  

E d u c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  w a s  g r o w t h  t o o . ^ S  The 

i n d i v i d u a l  a n d  s o c i e t y  w e r e  b o t h  t o  b e  i n v o l v e d  i n  

s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  g o v e r n e d  g r o w t h .  F o r  Dewey t h a t  was t h e  

o n l y  t e n a b l e  a p p r o a c h  f o r  a d e m o c r a t i c  s t a t e  t o  h o l d .
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F a i l u r e  t o  grow m e a n t  s t a g n a t i o n  and d e a t h ,  be  i t  i n  t h e  

b i o l o g i c a l  wor ld  o r  t h e  s o c i a l  wor ld .  The t a s k  o f  t h e  new 

e d u c a t i o n  t h e n ,  was t o  p r o m o t e  t h e  g r o w t h  o f  t h e  c h i l d ' s  

a b i l i t i e s  which  in  t u r n ,  Dewey b e l i e v e d ,  would f o s t e r  t h e  

g r owt h  and c o n t i n u e d  r e f o r m a t i o n  o f  s o c i e t y .

And,  s o c i e t y  was  t h e  f o c u s  o f  t h e  new e d u c a t i o n .  

D e s p i t e  l i p - s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  needs ,  i t  was more 

an a t t e m p t  by Dewey t o  do a s  C r o l y  had s u g g e s t e d  i n  The 

Pr omise  o f  Amer ican L i f e , where "a man mus t  i n  some way be 

made t o  s e r v e  t h e  n a t i o n  i n  t h e  v e r y  a c t  o f  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  

h i s  own i n d i v i d u a l  f u l f i l l m e n t . " ^ ^  Or,  even more p i t h y ,  as 

t h e  r e v i e w e r  o f  Demo c r a c v  and E d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  N a t i o n 

w r o t e ,  " I n  sum,  one  i s  d r i v e n  t o  t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t ,  i n  s p i t e  

o f  Mr.  D e we y ' s  f i n e  d e f e n s e  o f  i n d i v i d u a l i s m ,  h i s  m o r a l  

i d e a  i s  r e a l l y  t h a t  o f  t h e  'good m i x e r . ' " 1 ?

The b e l i e f  t h a t  Amer ican s o c i e t y  must  be t r a n s f o r m e d  

i n  o r d e r  t o  f u l f i l l  i t s  p ro m i s e  was n o t  s i m p l y  a d i s c u s s i o n  

o f  p o l i t i c a l  s t r u c t u r e s  and economic p r a c t i c e s .  Dewey and 

Cro ly  wanted t o  c r e a t e  an Amer ican c u l t u r e .  A c u l t u r e  f r e e  

f r o m t h e  t a i n t  o f  E u r o p e a n ,  a r i s t o c r a t i c  i n f l u e n c e .  A 

democracy ,  Dewey b e l i e v e d ,  had t o  d e - c l a s s i f y  i t s  c u l t u r e  

i f  i t  was t o  be t r u l y  d e m o c r a t i c .  In  an e a r l y  a r t i c l e  f o r  

t h e  New R e p u b l i c , "American Edu ca t i on  and C u l t u r e , "  Dewey 

w r o t e  t h a t  t h e  " b e g i n n i n g  o f  a c u l t u r e  . . .  i s  t h e  

p e r c e p t i o n  t h a t  we h a v e  a s  y e t  no c u l t u r e ;  t h a t  o u r  

c u l t u r e  i s  some t h i ng  t o  a c h i e v e ,  t o  c r ea t e . "^® The burden 

o f  r e l y i n g  on " r e t r o s p e c t i v e  c u l t u r e "  f o r  t h e  n a t i o n ' s

26



i d e n t i t y  was  t o  r e l i n q u i s h  A m e r i c a ’s p r o m i s e ,  A m e r i c a ’s 

f u t u r e .  "The b e g i n n i n g  o f  c u l t u r e  wo u l d  be  t o  c e a s e  

p l a i n t i v e  e u l o g i e s  o f  p a s t  c u l t u r e s , "  Dewey  w r o t e ,  

" e u l o g i e s  w h i c h  c a r r y  o n l y  a few y a r d s  b e f o r e  t h e y  a r e  

d rowne d  i n  t h e  n o i s e  o f  t h e  d a y . " ^ ^  A m e r i c a n s  n e e d e d  t o  

j u s t i f y  t h e i r  own u n i q u e  b r a n d  o f  d e m o c r a t i c  c u l t u r e  and 

c e a s e  u s i n g  t h e  m e a s u r i n g  s t i c k  o f  t r a d i t i o n  w h i c h  was 

d i s e a s e d  by i t s  a r t i s t o c r a t i c  o r i g i n s . ^0

Dewey’s c u l t u r e  had t o  be l a y e d  on a f o u n d a t i o n  o f  

s c i e n c e  and i n d u s t r y ;  A m e r i c a ’s own c u l t u r a l  h e r i t a g e .  

N o t h i n g  f r o m  t h e  p a s t  c o u l d  g u i d e  n o r  p r e p a r e  t h e  n a t i o n  i n  

t h e  f o r m u l a t i o n  o f  t h a t  c u l t u r e .  "S i nce  we can n e i t h e r  beg 

n o r  b o r r o w  a c u l t u r e  w i t h o u t  b e t r a y i n g  b o t h  i t  and  

o u r s e l v e s ,  n o t h i n g  r e m a i n s  s a v e  t o  p r o d u c e  o n e , "  by means  

o f  e d u c a t i o n . 21 " I t  i s  f o r  e d u c a t i o n  t o  b r i n g  t h e  l i g h t  o f  

s c i e n c e  and t h e  p o w e r  o f  work  t o  t h e  a i d  o f  e v e r y  s o u l . . . .  

C u l t u r e  wo u l d  t h e n  be  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  i n  human h i s t o r y  

an i n d i v i d u a l  a c h i e v e m e n t  and n o t  a c l a s s  p o s s e s s i o n . "22 

Edu c a t i o n  was t h e  means o f  " t r a n s f i g u r a t i o n  . . .  t o  b r i n g  t o  

t h e  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  o f  t h e  coming g e n e r a t i o n  s o me t h i ng  o f  t h e  

p o t e n t i a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  l i f e  o f  t o - d a y ,  t o  t r a n s m u t e  

i t  f r om o u t w a r d  f a c t  i n t o  i n t e l l i g e n t  p e r c e p t i o n ,  i s  t h e  

f i r s t  s t e p  i n  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  c u l t u r e . "23

H o w e v e r  a b s t r a c t  and  d i s t a n t  t h e  g o a l  o f  a 

s c i e n t i f i c ,  i n d u s t r i a l ,  d e m o c r a t i c  c u l t u r e  was  f o r  Dewey 

and C r o l y  and B o u r n e ,  t h e  r e a l i t y  was  t h a t  e d u c a t i o n  mu s t  

c h a n g e .  I t  m u s t  c h a n g e  n o t  j u s t  f o r  p h i l o s o p h i c  r e a s o n s .
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b u t  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  u r g e n c i e s  o f  a b u r g e o n i n g  i m m i g r a n t

p o p u l a t i o n ,  becaus e  o f  t h e  r e a l i t i e s  o f  needed v o c a t i o n a l

t r a i n i n g  f o r  i n d u s t r y ,  and a l s o  becaus e  o f  t h e  f a s t  coming

f i n d i n g s  o f  psychology.  School  in  America  a f t e r  t h e  t u r n

o f  t h e  c e n t u r y  was  a s o c i a l  t o o l  t h a t  was d e s i g n e d ,  n o t

on l y  t o  u n i f y  t h e  s o c i e t y ,  bu t  b u i l d i n g  on t h e  work o f  Jane

Addams and t h e  S e t t l e m e n t  House movement ,  t o  c r e a t e  needed

c h a n g e  f o r  t h e  w h o l e  o f  A m e r i c a .  The  ü ê ü  £ l £ u b i i c .

r e c o u n t e d  a 1915 d e b a t e  b e t w e e n  a s t e e l  t y c o o n  and a f e i s t y

I r i shwoman  on t h i s  very  i s s u e .  The tycoon  s a i d :

You p e o p l e  f r o m t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  have  i n v a d e d  
every  d e p a r t m e n t  o f  l i f e .  Every i n t e r e s t  you have 
d r a g g e d  i n t o  t h e  s c h o o l s ,  and no one  can  f o r b i d  
you . . . .  Now you have g o t  t o  go back.  You have t o  
r e t u r n  t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  i n t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  men who 
l aunched  t h e  sys t em.

The Ir i shwoman r e p l i e d :

No, t h e  p u b l i c  s ch o o l  w i l l  ne ve r  r e t u r n .  They w i l l  
go f o r w a r d .  They w i l l  go i n t o  y o u r  f a c t o r i e s  and 
c h a n g e  y o u r  f a c t o r i e s .  They w i l l  go i n t o  t h e  
h i de ou s  s l ums  which you have c r e a t e d  and t h e y  w i l l  
c l e a n  t hem o u t .  They w i l l  go i n t o  t h e  p o l i t i c s  
w h i c h  you h a v e  c o r r u p t e d  and t h e y  w i l l  make t h a t  
p u r e .  You m u s t  go b a ck  o r  you m u s t  c h a n g e .  The 
s c h o o l s  w i l l  go f o r w a r d . 24
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The e a r l y  y e a r s  o f  t h e  New f i e f i u b i i c ,  b e f o r e  

A m e r i c a ’s e n t r y  i n t o  Wor ld  War I ,  w e r e  y e a r s  o f  g r a n d  

o p t i mi sm t h a t  e d u c a t i o n  cou l d  a c t u a l l y  a c h i ev e  t h e  t yp e  o f  

s o c i a l  r e f o r m a t i o n  a d v o c a t e d  by C r o l y  and Dewey.  The

b e l i e f  t h a t  a new e d u c a t i o n  c o u l d  b i n d  t o g e t h e r  t h e

h e t e r o g e n e o u s  segmen t s  o f  t h e  American p o p u l a t i o n ,  t h a t  i t  

cou l d  r e c t i f y  t h e  p rob lem o f  economic i n e q u i t i e s  and purge  

t h e  p o l i t i c a l  sys t em o f  g r a f t  and f a v o r i t i s m ,  c r e a t e d  t h e  

p a t i n a  o f  a r e l i g i o u s  c r u s ad e .

I f  t h e r e  w a s  a s i n g l e  e x p e r i m e n t  i n  p u b l i c  

e d u c a t i o n  p r i o r  t o  t h e  G r e a t  War t h a t  e x e m p l i f i e d  t h e  

u n i f i e d  a t t e m p t  o f  p r o g r e s s i v e  r e f o r m e r s  t o  " t r a n s f i g u r e "  

A m e r i c a n  s c h o o l i n g ,  i t  was  t h e  "Gary P l a n . "  Not  o n l y  was

t h e r e  a u n a n i m i t y  o f  t h o u g h t  and a c t i o n  a bou t  t h e  P l an ,  b u t

i t  r e p r e s e n t e d  p r o g r e s s i v e  e d u c a t i o n  a t  i t s  b e s t .  Th i s  one 

e x p e r i m e n t  e m b o d i e d  t h e  me a t  o f  p r o g r e s s i v e  e d u c a t i o n a l  

r e fo rm .  I t  has  proven t o  be t h e  r e a l i s t i c  s t a n d a r d  a g a i n s t  

w h i c h  a l l  f u t u r e  p r o g r e s s i v e  e d u c a t i o n a l  e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n  

m u s t  be  j u d g e d .  Even t h e  mo s t  c u r s o r y  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  

Gary P l a n  shows  i t  t o  c o n t a i n  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  e l e m e n t s  o f  

C r o l y ’s c a l l  f o r  a n a t i o n a l i z e d  Amer ica  and Dewey’s c h i l d -  

c e n t e r e d ,  s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  b a s e d  e d u c a t i o n  f o r  c o mm u n i t y .  

The Plan  bore  t h e  i m p r i n t  o f  t h e  S e t t l e m e n t  House movement 

and a l s o  t h e  a c k n o w l e d g e d  need  f o r  v o c a t i o n a l  t r a i n i n g  

c u r r i c u l a .  And,  e q u a l l y  i m p o r t a n t ,  t h e  Gary P l a n  was
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s p e c i f i c a l l y  d e s i g n e d  f o r  l a r g e  s c a l e  u s e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  

c o u n t r y  a t  a s a v i n g s  t o  t h e  t a x p a y e r s .  The p l a n  was 

w r i t t e n  a b o u t  g l o w i n g l y  by J ohn  and E v e l y n  Dewey i n  

S c h o o l s  f o r  To-Mo r r o w, b u t  i t  was  R a n d o l p h  B o u r n e ,  i n  a 

s e r i e s  o f  a r t i c l e s  i n  t h e  New R e p u b l i c  i n  1915,  who b r o u g h t  

n a t i o n a l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  s ch o o l  sys t em o f  Gary,  I n d i a n a . ^5 

In 1906,  t h e  Uni t ed  S t a t e s  S t e e l  C o r p o r a t i o n  bought  

a s andy,  swampy s e c t i o n  o f  Lake Michigan s h o r e l i n e  t o  b u i l d  

a new p l a n t .  The v i l l a g e  o f  300 g r e w ,  by 1914,  t o  a 

p o p u l a t i o n  o f  35,000 peo p l e .  Bourne was d i s p a t c h e d  t o  t he  

new c i t y  o f  Gary by C r o l y  e a r l y  i n  1915,  t o  w r i t e  a s e r i e s  

o f  a r t i c l e s  on t h e  s c h o o l  s y s t e m  s o  a d m i r e d  by J o h n  

Dewey . 26 B our ne  f o u nd  a " t y p i c a l l y  v a r i e d  A m e r i c a n  c i t y  

w i t h  . . .  a t t r a c t i v e  r e s i d e n c e s ,  ha ndsome  p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s  

and c h u r c h e s ,  t r o l l y - c a r s  and t a x i c a b s  . . .  and [ a ]  r a t h e r  

c o n g e s t e d  p r o l e t a r i a n  d i s t r i c t  i n h a b i t e d  by t h e  c h e a p e s t  

i m m i g r a n t  l a b o r  f r om s o u t h e a s t e r n  E u r o p e . "27 i n  f a c t ,  

f o r t y - s i x  p e r  c e n t  o f  Gary ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  was a l i e n . 28 But ,  

o b s e r v e d  B o u r n e ,  " t h e  n a t i v e  A m e r i c a n  e l e m e n t  d e c i d e d l y  

p r e d o m i n a t e s , "  i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  a n e a r b y  t o w n ,  " w h i c h  h as  

p r a c t i c a l l y  a P o l i s h  gove r nmen t . "29

F a c e d  w i t h  a p o p u l a t i o n  w h i c h  was  d o u b l i n g  e v e r y  

y e a r ,  and a t a x  s t r u c t u r e  b a s e d  on a s s e s s m e n t s  t h a t ,  by 

l aw,  were a l ways  two y e a r s  b eh in d ,  t h e  c i t y  was i n c u b a t i n g  

an e d u c a t i o n a l  h o r r o r - s h o w .  W i l l i a m  W i r t ,  a s t u d e n t  o f  

Dewey’s f r om h i s  d a y s  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C h i c a g o ,  was 

h i r e d  i n  1907 t o  d e s i g n  a c o m p l e t e  s c h o o l  s y s t e m .
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u t i l i z i n g  h i s  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  " w o r k - s t u d y - a n d - p l a y  s c h o o l s ” 

he c r e a t e d  a s y s t e m  o f  e d u c a t i o n  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by Bourne  

a s ,  " t h e  f i r s t  c o n s i s t e n t  and w h o l e - h e a r t e d  a t t e m p t  t o  

a pp l y  Dewey' s  e d u c a t i o n a l  phi losophy. "^®

F o l l o w i n g  Dewey' s l e a d ,  W i r t  e n v i s i o n e d  each  s choo l  

a s  a m i c r o c o s m  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .  A l l  l i f e  was t o  be  d e a l t  

w i t h  w i t h i n  t h e  w a l l s  o f  G a r y ' s  t h r e e  s c h o o l s .  I n  t h e  

E m er s on  S c h o o l ,  B ou rn e  saw c h i l d r e n  g o i n g  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  

b u i l d i n g  i n  s p on tan e ou s  movement .  Gone was t h e  l o c k - s t e p  

o f  t h e  m i l i t a r y  mode l  f o r  e d u c a t i o n .  I n  i t s  p l a c e  w e r e  

" i n t e r e s t e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  who . . .  a r e  u t i l i z i n g  a l l  t h e  

f a c i l i t i e s  o f  a l a v i s h l y  e q u i p p e d  a nd  s t i m u l a t i n g  

c o m m u n i t y . "31 The s t u d e n t s  s e e m e d  t o  B o u r n e  l i k e

p r i v l i d g e d  members o f  a " d e m o c r a t i c  c l u b" ,  a b l e  t o  p a r t a k e  

o f  a l l  t h e  s ch o o l  had t o  o f f e r  -  i t s  c l a s s e s ,  l a b o r a t o r i e s ,  

g r e e n h o u s e  and g a r d e n ,  i t s  w o r k s h o p s  and c r a f t s  c l a s s e s ,  

e v e n  a s wi m m i n g  p o o l .  "The c h i l d r e n , "  w r o t e  B o u r n e ,  "do 

n o t  s eem t o  be  t h e r e  b e c a u s e  p a r e n t s  s e n d  them t h e r e  t o  g e t  

r i d  o f  t h e m ,  b u t  b e c a u s e  w h a t  c a n  be  done  t h e r e  i s  so 

i n t e r e s t i n g  t h a t  t hey  c a n n o t  s t a y  away."^^

I n  f a c t ,  t h e  s c h o o l  was  u s e d  day  and n i g h t .  D u r i n g  

t h e  d a y ,  G a r y ' s  5000 c h i l d r e n  a t t e n d e d  i t s  s c h o o l s ;  a t  

n i g h t  6000 a d u l t s  moved w i t h i n  t h e  c l a s s r o o m s  and workshops  

p e r f e c t i n g  t h e i r  s k i l l s  i n  E n g l i s h  a n d  h i s t o r y ,  o r  

woodworking and c r a f t s .  The town j o k e  was t h a t  eve r y  t h i r d  

p e r s o n  i n  Gary w e n t  t o  s c h o o l . 33 S c h o o l  was  e v en  h e l d  on 

S a t u r d a y  f o r  t h o s e  s t u d e n t s  w a n t i n g  e x t r a  h e l p ,  o r  who
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s i m p l y  w a n t e d  t o  p l a y  i n  t h e  h a l l s  and rooms  o f  E m e r s o n ,  o r  

F r o e b e l  o r  J e f f e r s o n  s c h o o l s .

W i r t ’s Gary P l an  saw c h i l d r e n  as  bo t h  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  

e d u c a t i o n ,  and as  g e n u i n e l y  good and u n a f f e c t e d  c r e a t u r e s .  

B o u r n e ,  a f t e r  w a t c h i n g  c h i l d r e n  w o r k  t o g e t h e r  i n  a 

w o o d c r a f t  s h o p ,  a s k e d ,  " c o u l d  i t  be t h a t  m i s c h i e v o u s n e s s ,  

supposed  t o  be an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  c h i l d - n a t u r e , w a s  s i mp l y  

a p r o d u c t  o f  r e p r e s s i o n  o r  i d l e n e s s ?  Could  i t  be  t h a t  

s c h o o l  d i s c i p l i n e  was l a r g e l y  an a t t e m p t  t o  s o l v e  p rob lems  

which a r t i f i c a l  r u l e s  were  d i r e c t l y  m a n u f a c t u r i n g ? "  I t  was 

o b v i o u s  t o  B o u rn e  t h a t  Gary  s c h o o l s ’ d e m o c r a t i c  n a t u r e  

proved  t h a t  a communi ty o f  c h i l d r e n  cou ld  a c h i e v e  harmony 

w i t h o u t  r e l y i n g  on t h e  " i n v e n t i v e  w i ck ed ne ss  by t e a c h e r ’s 

r u l e s  and p e r c e p t s . "3^

E a c h  s c h o o l  w a s  s e l f - c o n t a i n e d  w i t h  l i t t l e  

s e g r e g a t i o n  be tween  younger  and o l d e r  c h i l d r e n .  The problem 

o f  c h i l d r e n  d r o p p i n g  o u t  o f  s c h o o l  a f t e r  t h e  s i x t h  o r  

e i g h t h  g r a d e s  was  a v o i d e d  by h a v i n g  e a c h  s c h o o l  c o n t a i n  

t w e l v e  g r a d e s  i n  an u n i n t e r r u p t e d  f l o w .  Each c h i l d  moved 

d a i l y  t h r o u g h  a " c o m m u n i t y "  o f  v a r i o u s  a g e s ,  s i z e s  and 

c a p a b i l i t i e s ,  j u s t  as  i n  t h e  r e a l  wor ld .

The e x c e p t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  Gary s c h o o l s  had a 

t w o - f o l d  pu r p o se .  I n i t i a l l y ,  t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  a l l o wed  each 

s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g  t o  become  a c o m m u n i t y  c e n t e r  f o r  G a r y ’s 

c i t i z e n s ,  b u t  i t  a l s o  was t h e  means by which W i r t  was a b l e  

t o  e d u c a t e  a l l  t h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  G a r y ,  w h i l e  h a v i n g  o n l y  

e n o u g h  s e a t s  f o r  o n e - f o u r t h  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n  a t  any
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given  t i me .  "Mr. W i r t , "  Bourne w r o t e ,  " p r o v i d e s  a cove ted  

' d e s k  and s e a t '  f o r  a b o u t  o n e - q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n .  

W h i l e  t h e y  a r e  s t u d y i n g  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  t h r e e  R' s  . . .  t h e  

r e s t  o f  t h e  s ch o o l  i s  d i s t r i b u t e d  in  shop and p l a yg r o un ds ,  

gymnas i um and s t u d i o ,  o r  a t  home . "^^  T h i s  p l a t o o n  s y s t e m  

o f  h a n d l i n g  l a r g e  numbers  o f  s t u d e n t s  became a h a l l - m a r k  o f  

t h e  Gary P l a n ,  and e v e n t u a l l y  f o u nd  i t s  way i n t o  s c h o o l s  

t h r o u g h o u t  A m e r i c a . B o u r n e  o b s e r v e d ,  "The a moun t  o f  

money t h i s  s a v e d  i n  s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g s  a l o n e  i s  so l a r g e  t h a t  

even  a town l i k e  Ga r y ,  w i t h  r e l a t i v e l y  m e a g e r  s c h o o l  

r e v e n u e s  can  a f f o r d ,  n o t  o n l y  t h e  v a r i e d  e q u i p m e n t ,  b u t  

a l s o  l u x u r i e s  l i k e  s p e c i a l  s c h o o l  p h y s i c i a n s  and n u r s e s ,  

and s p e c i a l  t e a c h e r s  f o r  s p e c i a l  s u b j e c t s . " 3 ?

Like  t h e  f e i s t y  I r i shwoman ment ioned  above,  t h e  Gary 

s c h o o l s  i n v o l v e d  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  e v e r y  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  

communi ty.  A l o c a l  b ranch  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  was p l aced  

i n  e a c h  s c h o o l .  C h e m i s t r y  c l a s s e s  wor ked  w i t h  t h e  c i t y  

h e a l t h  and w a t e r  a g e n c i e s  a n a l y z i n g  G a r y ' s  w a t e r  and 

runn i ng  t e s t s  on food and m e d i c i n e s  s o l d  i n  Gary ' s  s t o r e s .  

The c h e m i s t r y  t e a c h e r  t o l d  Bourne t h a t  he was in  t h e  m i d s t  

o f  " y o u t h f u l  e x p e r t n e s s  -  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  s c a r c e l y  a 

p r i n c i p l e  o f  s c i e n c e ,  t h e o r e t i c a l  o r  p r a c t i c a l ,  t h a t  he 

c o u l d  n o t  d e v e l o p  f r o m  . . .  t h e  d a i l y  l i f e  a r o u n d  t h e

c h i l d r e n . "38

H i s t o r y  c l a s s e s  f o l l o w e d  J a n e  Addams '  maxim o f  

" e d u c a t i o n  by c u r r e n t  e v e n t . "  One c l a s s  was  d e s i g n i n g  

v a r i o u s  t o wn  p l a n s  f o r  G a r y ' s  b u r g e o n i n g  p o p u l a t i o n .
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Another  c l a s s  was s t u d y i n g  A t hen i an  and S p a r t a n  sys t ems  o f  

e d u c a t i o n  i n  c o m p a r i s o n  w i t h  t h e i r  own Gary P l a n .  "They 

s t u d y  h i s t o r y  backwar ds , "  one t e a c h e r  t o l d  Bourne,  "so t h a t  

i t  e x p l a i n s  what  i s  happening  today . "39

A r t i s i a n s  f r o m t h e  c o m m u n i t y  o p e r a t e d  t h e  v a r i o u s  

m a c h i n e s  s h o p s ,  t h e  f o u n d r y  and t h e  p r i n t e r y ,  t r a i n i n g  

s t u d e n t s  as  a p p r e n t i c e s  who,  i n  t u r n ,  wou ld  i n s t r u c t  t h e  

younger  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e s e  p r e - v o c a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s .  G i r l s  

l e a r n e d  t o  cook by a c t u a l l y  p r e p a r i n g  mea l s  f o r  t h e  schoo l  

p o p u l a t i o n  e a c h  day .  B our ne  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h i s  d e f t  

m i x t u r e  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t  w i t h  t h e  d a i l y  work  l i f e  o f  t h e  

c o m m u n i t y  was  t h e  o n l y  t y p e  o f  t r a i n i n g  t h a t  c o u l d  be 

c a l l e d  v o c a t i o n a l .  "The u s u a l  v o c a t i o n a l  s c h o o l  work t a k e s  

t h e  c h i l d  t o o  l a t e ,  when h i s  c u r i o s i t y  i s  l i k e l y  t o  be 

d u l l e d , "  wro t e  Bourne.^®

Not  o n l y  d i d  t h e  c o mm u n i t y  come t o  t h e  s c h o o l ,  b u t  

t h e  s c h o o l  w e n t  o u t  i n t o  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .  Each  t e a c h e r  was 

a s s i g n e d  a one  o r  t wo  b l o c k  a r e a ,  o r  a t e n e m e n t  h o u s e  w hi c h  

she  v i s i t e d  r e g u l a r l y  becoming a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  t h e  p a r e n t s  

o f  h e r  s t u d e n t s .  She cou ld  t hen  s ee  how t h e y  l i v e d  so t h a t  

t h e  c h i l d r e n  "became s t i l l  more c o l o r f u l  t o  t h e  t e a c h e r  as  

s h e  c a m e  t o  k n o w  . . .  t h e i r  b a c k g r o u n d  o f  f a m i l y  

c i r c u m s t a n c e s  and n a t i o n a l i t y . "  O t h e r w i s e ,  i t  would  be 

i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h e  t e a c h e r  t o  a d a p t  t h e  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  t o  

t h e  c h i l d r e n ’s needs .

Bo ur n e  saw t h e  s c h o o l s  i n  Ga ry  f i l l i n g  n o t  o n l y  an 

e d u c a t i o n a l  n i c h e ,  b u t  a l s o  p r o v i d i n g  t h e  k i n d  o f  t r u l y
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communal  a c t i v i t y  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  o f f e r e d  by c h u r c h e s  and 

c h u r c h  s c h o o l s  and o r g a n i z a t i o n s  l i k e  t h e  YMCA. I n  a 

f a s c i n a t i n g  s t a t e m e n t ,  Bourne w r o t e  " i t  w i l l  be i n t e r e s t i n g  

t o  s e e  how s u c c e s s f u l l y  some o f  t h e s e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  w h i c h  

p u r p o r t  t o  form t h e  c h i l d ’s mo ra l s  and c a r e  f o r  h i s  s o u l ’s 

d e s t i n y  prove  t h e i r  s u p p l e m e n t a r y  v a l u e ,  and how f a r  they  

a r e  n o t  s i mp ly  hav ing  j o y f u l l y  ex t ended  t o  them a long rope  

by which t h e y  may hang t h e m s e l v e s .

The Gary  P l a n  s o u g h t  t o  t r a i n  t h e  c h i l d  i n  t h e  w i d e r  

s o c i a l  l i f e  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  by a l l o w i n g  him t o  do t h e  

t h i n g s  t h e  c i t y  o f  G a r y  d i d .  I t  s t i r r e d  B o u r n e ’s 

i m a g i n a t i o n  t o  t h i n k  o f  t h e s e  c h i l d r e n ,  g r o w n ,  a p p l y i n g  

t h e i r  d e m o c r a t i c ,  e x p e r i m e n t a l  a p p r o a c h  t o  l i f e  t o  t h e  

ever yday  wo r l d .  For  him t h e  Gary P l an  o f f e r e d  Amer ica ,  f o r  

t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ,  a s c h o o l  w h i c h  v a l u e d  c h i l d r e n ,  a l l o w i n g  

them a f l e x i b i l i t y  o f  b e h a v i o r  and c u r r i c u l u m  on an unheard 

o f  s c a l e .  The  P l a n  i n t e g r a t e d  t h e  s c h o o l  w i t h  i t s  

communi ty,  u n t i l ,  h o p e f u l l y ,  t h e  l i n e s  be tween t h e  two were 

c o m p l e t e l y  b l u r r e d .  I t  i n vo lv e d  t h e  s ch o o l  i n  t h e  ongoing 

p r o c e s s  o f  change  t oward  t h e  machine  o r i e n t e d  s o c i e t y  which 

was emer g ing .  The s ys t em was d e m o c r a t i c ,  p r o g r e s s i v e  and a 

t o o l  t o  be  u s e d  i n  t h e  c o n s t a n t  r e f o r m a t i o n  o f  s o c i e t y .  

And, f i n a l l y ,  i t  was an e conomi ca l  way i n  which t h e  s o c i e t y  

c o u l d  t e a c h  t h e  young  t h e  l i v i n g  body o f  s c i e n t i f i c ,  

i n d u s t r i a l  k n o w l e d g e  i n  i t s  s h i f t i n g  a n d  g r o w i n g  

d i m e n s i o n s ,  a nd ,  i n  f a c t ,  l e a d  and p r o m o t e  t h a t  g r o w t h .  

A l i c e  Bar rows  Fe rnandez  i n  an a r t i c l e  f o r  t h e  New Republ i c
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d e s c r i b e d  t h a t  e f f o r t .

When t h e  s c h o o l  o p e n s  i t s  c l a s s r o o m  d o o r s  . . .  
and l e t s  t h e  c h i l d r e n  o u t  f o r  p l a y  o r  w o r k ,  when 
c h i l d r e n  g e t  a r i t h m e t i c  n o t  on l y  i n  t h e  c l a s s r o o m 
b ut  i n  a p r a c t i c a l  c a r p e n t e r  shop,  when t h e y  move 
a b o u t  t h e  h a l l s  i n  o v e r a l l s  b e n t  on l e g i t i m a t e  
s ch o o l  work,  when t h e  whole  s c h o o l  a t mo sp h e r e  i s  
one b u s y ,  w h o l e s o m e ,  a c t i v i t y ,  t h e  s c h o o l  s y s t e m  
h a s  met  an i r r e s i s t a b l e  f o r c e  more  p o t e n t  f o r  
c h a n g e  and  f r e e d o m  t h a n  a n y  e x h o r t a t i o n  o r  
a r g u m e n t .  The d a i l y  f l e x i b l e  r o u t i n e  o f  t h e  
s ch oo l  becomes t h e  dynamic power f o r  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  
t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  i t s e l f .

I n  t h e  c h a r m e d  e n t h u s i a s m  f o r  e d u c a t i o n a l  r e f o r m  

b e f o r e  t h e  war ,  t h e  Gary P l an  met  t h e  s e m i n a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s  

o f  Dewey’s t h o u g h t ,  o f  B o u r n e ’s s e n t i m e n t a l i s m  and o f  

C r o l y ’s need f o r  n a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  o f  a d i s p a r a t e  p o p u l a t i o n .  

I n  a s c h o o l  s y s t e m  w h i c h  was n o t  j u s t  t h e o r y  o r  d a y d r e a m ,  

Gary  had r e p l a c e d  t h e  o l d  e d u c a t i o n  w i t h  a d e m o c r a t i c ,  

e x p e r i m e n t a l  and e c o n o m i c a l  s y s t e m  w h i c h  had become  t h e  

f o c a l  p o i n t  f o r  e d u c a t i o n a l  and s o c i a l  change in  t h e  l i v e s  

o f  3 5 , 0 0 0  p e o p l e .  I t  s eemed  t o  t h e  a d v o c a t e s  o f  t h e  new 

e d u c a t i o n  t h a t  a t  l a s t  a s y s t em had emerged t h a t  u n d e r s t o o d  

t h a t :

C h i l d r e n  a r e  n o t  e m p t y  v e s s e l s ,  n o r  a r e  t h e y  
a u t o m a t i c  m a c h i n e s  w h i c h  c an  be wound up and s e t  
r u n n i n g  on a t r a c k  by t h e  t e a c h e r .  They  a r e  
p u s h i n g  w i l l s  and d e s i r e s  and c u r i o s i t i e s .  They 
a r e  l i v i n g ,  g rowing  t h i n g s , a n d  t hey  need n o t h i n g  so 
much as  a p l a c e  where  t h e y  can grow.  [The t e a c h e r ]  
w i l l  h av e  t o  t h i n k  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  a s  a p l a c e  w he re  
c h i l d r e n  spend t h e i r  t i m e  l i v i n g  n o t  as  a r t i f i c a l l y  
s e g r e g a t e d  minds b u t  as  human b e i n g s  . . .  Amer icans  
need  more  t h a n  a n y t h i n g  t o  l e a r n  how t o  l i v e .
Th i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  b u s i n e s s  o f  e d u c a t i o n .
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The p r o c e s s  o f  t e a c h i n g  A m e r i c a n s  how t o  l i v e  was 

i n t e r r u p t e d  by t h e  need t o  t e a c h  them how t o  d i e .  Even as 

t h e  f i r s t  i s s u e  o f  t h e  New Repub l i c  was be ing  p u t  t o g e t h e r  

i n  t h e  l a t e  f a l l  o f  1914 ,  war  was  e r u p t i n g  i n  E u r o p e .  The 

d e b a t e  o v e r  t h e  d e g r e e  o f  A m e r i c a ' s  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  t h e  

c o n t i n e n t a l  c o n f l i c t  was  s t r e n u o u s l y  c a r r i e d  on i n  t h e  

p a g e s  o f  t h e  New R e p u b l i c . And,  when t h e  b a t t l e  was 

f i n a l l y  j o i n e d  i n  1917 ,  i t  p r o v e d  t o  be an i s s u e  w h i c h  

d i v i d e d  p r o g r e s s i v e  r a n k s  be tween t h o s e  i n  f a v o r  o f  t h e  war 

and t h o s e  p a c i f i s t s  who b e l i e v e d  America  had succumbed to  

mora l  p e r s u a s i o n  o f  t h e  most  immoral  k i nd .  "We t h o u g h t  t h a t  

t h e  [ p r o g r e s s i v e ]  m o v e m e n t  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d , "  w r o t e  

L i pp ma nn .  "We n e v e r  d r e a m e d  t h a t  t h e r e  wou ld  be a World 

War b e f o r e  our  f i r s t  i s s u e  was p r i n t e d .

The t e l l i n g  i m p ac t  o f  t h e  w ar , n o t ed  Lawrence Cremin,  

was  a move away f r o m s o c i a l  r e f o r m  t o  a s u b j e c t i v e ,  

i c o n o c l a s t i c  e s p o u s a l  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l .  F o r  e d u c a t i o n ,  

t h i s  i n v o l v e d  t h e  a c c e n t u a t i o n  o f  t h e  c h i l d - c e n t e r e d  

a p p r o a c h  t o ,  on o c c a s i o n ,  an  a n a r c h i a l  e x t e n t .  The 

g e n e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  t w e n t i e s  s ee me d  f a r  more  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  

s e l f  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  i n s i g h t s  o f  psychology ,  and 

s e l f  e x p r e s s i o n  t h ro u g h  t h e  new modern a r t s ,  t ha n  i t  was in 

c r e a t i n g  a new s o c i a l  o r d e r  w h i c h  would  c u l m i n a t e  i n  

Dewey' s  and C r o l y ' s  d e m oc r a t i c  American c u l t u r e .

E r i c  Goldman i n  Rendezvous w i t h  D e s t i n y  wr o t e :
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As t h e  new e r a  o p en ed  . . .  H e r b e r t  C r o l y  w e n t  home 
and r e f u s e d  t o  s e e  an yo n e  f o r  t h r e e  d a y s .  On t h e  
f o u r t h  day  he summoned h i s  e d i t o r s  t o  h i s  o f f i c e  
and t o l d  t hem t h a t  p r o g r e s s i v i s m  was  f i n i s h e d .
'From now on we m u s t  work f o r  t h e  r e d e m p t i o n  o f  
t h e  i n d i v i d u a l . ’^ '

F o r  R a n d o l p h  Bo u rn e  t h e  wa r  r e v e a l e d  t h e  c r i t i c a l  

f l a w  i n  t h e  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  b a s e  o f  p r o g r e s s i v i s m .  Bour ne  

and h i s  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  had c u t  t h e i r  t e e t h  on 

t h e  p r a g m a t i s m  o f  J o h n  D ewe y .  F o l l o w e r s  o f  D e we y ,  

r o u t i n e l y  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  ' d i s c i p l e s , '  had  s o u g h t  t o  

t r a n s f o r m  America  by means o f  e d u c a t i o n .  Many viewed t h e  

movement as  a r e l i g i o u s  c a l l i n g .

What d i s t r e s s e d  Bourne was t h a t  Dewey had y i e l d e d  so 

e a s i l y  t o  bo th  t h e  b e l i e f  in  t h e  wa r ' s  u l t i m a t e  wor t h ,  and 

t o  t h e  r h e t o r i c  o f  t h e  " p r o f e s s i o n a l  p a t r i o t s ,  s e n s a t i o n a l  

e d i t o r s , "  and t h e  " s e d i t i o n  h u n t i n g  v i g i l a n t e s . "  Dewey 

had w r i t t e n  a nu mb er  o f  a r t i c l e s  f o r  t h e  New R e p u b l i c  

s u p p o r t i n g  Woodrow W i l s o n  and t h e  w a r .  I n  one  a r t i c l e ,  

Dewey t o l d  t h e  A m e r i c a n  p e o p l e  t h a t ,  "a  war  waged t o  

e s t a b l i s h  an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o r d e r  and by t h a t  means  t o  

o u t l a w  war  i s  s o m e t h i n g  h i t h e r t o  unknown.  I n  j u s t  t h e  

d e g r e e  i n  w h i c h  t h e  A m e r i c a n  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  war  g a i n s  

f o r c e ,  and t h i s  war  becomes a war  f o r  a new t y p e  o f  s o c i a l  

o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  i t  w i l l  be  a w a r  o f  c o m p e l l i n g  m o r a l  

i m p o r t . " ^ ®  B u t ,  t h e  wa r  t h a t  was t a k i n g  p l a c e  was n o t  

b e i n g  w a g e d  f o r  s u c h  g l o r i o u s  p u r p o s e s .  H a t e  and  

v i n d i c t i v e n e s s  w e r e  t h e  o r d e r  o f  t h e  d a y .  B ou rn e  w r o t e ,  

" E v i d e n t l y  t h e  a t t i t u d e s  w h i c h  war  c a l l s  o u t  a r e  f i e r c e r
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and more i n c a l c u l a b l e  t h a t  P r o f e s s o r  Dewey i s  accus tomed t o  

t a k e  i n t o  h i s  . . .  p r a g m a t i s t  mi nd . "  Dewey ' s  p h i l o s o p h y  

" h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  c o n f r o n t e d  w i t h  t h e  p a t h l e s s  and  

i n e x o r a b l e ,  . . .  [ b u t ]  i t  g o e s  a h e a d  a c t i n g  as  i f  i t  had n o t  

g o t  o u t  o f  i t s  d e p t h . "^9

Bourne f e l t  as  i f  he had been " l e f t  in t h e  l u r c h "  by 

t h e  p h i l o s o p h y  o f  John  Dewey.  The b e l i e f  t h a t  o n l y  by 

means o f  s c i e n t i f i c  and d e m o c r a t i c  v a l u e s  men cou ld  a c h i e ve  

t h e  new w o r l d  w a s  o n e  t h i n g .  B u t ,  t h e  r e a l i t y  w a s  

b u t c h e r o u s  i n h u m a n i t y  w h i l e  Dewey c o n t i n u e d  t o  mout h  

d e m o c r a t i c  and n ob l e  p l a t i t u d e s .  " I  shou l d  p r e f e r , "  w r o t e  

B o u r n e ,  " some p h i l o s o p h y  o f  War a s  t h e  g r i m  and t e r r i b l e  

c l e a n s e r  t o  t h i s  o p t i m i s m - h a u n t e d  mood t h a t  c o n t i n u e s  

u n w e a r i e d l y  t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  a l l  can  y e t  be made t o  work  f o r  

good in  a mad and h a l f  d e s t r o y e d  world."^®

The p r a g m a t i s t  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  had f a i l e d  i n  t h e i r  

d u t y  a s  l e a d e r s .  B o u rn e  b e l i e v e d  t h e y  had s o l d  o u t  "bag  

and baggage"  f rom chang ing  t h e  wor ld  t h r o u g h  t h e  r a t i o n a l ,  

s c i e n t i f i c  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  e d u c a t i o n  t o  t h e  i r r a t i o n a l i t y  

and b r u t e - f o r c e  o f  war.  War would n o t  b u i l d  t h e  new s o c i a l  

o r d e r ,  b u t  b r eed  i n s t e a d  " po i s onous  mushrooms" which would 

s i c k e n  t h e  s o c i e t y .  Dewey and o t h e r  p r a g m a t i s t s ,  l i k e  

Lippmann,  had d e f a u l t e d  on t h e i r  c l e a r  v i s i o n  o f  t h e  wor ld  

by y i e l d i n g  t o  t h e  w a r .  To Bour ne  t h a t  i n d i c a t e d  a 

s e r i o u s  d e f i c i e n c y  i n  t h e  p h i l o s o p h y  o f  t h e s e  m e n . 51 

Dewey’s " p ap a l  b l e s s i n g "  on t h e  war  had r e v e a l e d  i n  him and 

h i s  f o l l o w e r s  a r e a d i n e s s  f o r  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e
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w a r ,  b u t  an i n a b i l i t y  t o  e n g a g e  i n  a r a t i o n a l  and  

" i d e a l i s t i c  f o c u s s i n g  o f  e n d s . "52 "They have absorbed  t h e  

s e c r e t  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  m e t h o d  a s  a p p l i e d  t o  p o l i t i c a l  

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , "  w r o t e  B o u r n e .  "They a r e  t o u c h e d  w i t h  

c r e a t i v e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  toward  t h e  s o l u t i o n  o f  p o l i t i c a l  and 

i n d u s t r i a l  p r o b l e m s , "  b u t  " t h e y  h a v e  n e v e r  l e a r n e d  n o t  t o  

s u b o r d i n a t e  i d e a  t o  t e c h n i q u e . "53

These p r a g m a t i s t s  were  i n d i v i d u a l s  who had eschewed 

c l a s s i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  i n  f a v o r  o f  t r a i n i n g  i n  p o l i t i c a l  and 

e c o n o m i c  t e c h n i q u e .  T h e y  w e r e  a d e p t  a t  r e c o g n i z i n g  

p r o b l e m s ,  advanc i ng  s o l u t i o n s  and o r g a n i z i n g  b u r e a u c r a c i e s ,  

b u t  t h e y  seemed t o  Bourne,  b e r e f t  o f  a p h i l o s op h y  o f  l i f e .  

They a p p e a r e d  t o  h av e  no u n d e r p i n n i n g  o f  v a l u e s  t o  w h i c h  t o  

a p p l y  t h e i r  s k i l l s .  I t  was  a l m o s t  a s  i f  t h e  war  was 

d e s i g n e d  f o r  men o f  t h e i r  i l k - e f f i c i e n t  t e c h n i c i a n s ,  a b l e  

t o  s o l v e  i m m e d i a t e  p r o b l e m s ,  t o  a c h i e v e  m i n o r  e n d s , w h i l e  

b e i n g ,  t h o u g h t  Bourne ,  c o m p l e t e l y  o b l i v i o u s  t o  t h e  l a r g e r  

i d e a l s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  a t r u l y  d e m o c r a t i c  s o c i e t y . 5^

B o u r n e  w r o t e  o f  t h e  " p o e t i c  v i s i o n "  w h i c h  

was n e c e s s a r y  t o  a c h i e v e  ma jo r  ends  i n  a s o c i e t y .  Wi thout  

t h a t  v i s i o n  p ra gma t i sm was doomed t o  s i m p l y  a d j u s t  t o  t h e  

i mme di a t e  s i t u a t i o n s  w i t h i n  s o c i e t y .  I f  t h e  goa l  was on l y  

t o  " m e e t "  s i t u a t i o n s ,  B o ur n e  t h o u g h t  i t  l i k e l y  t h a t  "you 

w i l l  g e t  s o m e t h i n g  l e s s  t h a n  you s h o u l d  be  w i l l i n g  t o  

t a k e . "55 A l s o ,  one  had t o  a s k  i f  p r a g m a t i s m  i n  e d u c a t i o n  

had t h e  p o e t i c  v i s i o n  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  k i n d  o f  A m e r i c a n  

c u l t u r e  l o n g e d  f o r  by C r o l y  and Dewey? Or,  was  t h e  new
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e d u c a t i o n  g u i l t y  o f  a d j u s t i n g  t o  t h e  m y r i a d  p r o b l e m s  o f  

i n d u s t r i a l  Amer ica  w h i l e  n o t  p o s s e s s i n g  a c l e a r  p i c t u r e  o f  

d e m o c r a t i c  v a l u e s ?  Dewey c e r t a i n l y  u n d e r s t o o d  t h a t  a 

f o u n d a t i o n  o f  v a l u e s  was n e c e s s a r y ,  b u t  h i s  l i f e l o n g  c ry  o f  

b e in g  m i s un d e r s t o o d  by h i s  d i s c i p l e s  was so p l a i n t i v e  t h a t  

one w o n d e r s  i f  t h e r e  was  n o t  an a m b i g u i t y  w i t h i n  h i s  

"goddamnable  s t y l e "  which he lped  f o s t e r  m i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  

o f  p r a g m a t i s m  t o w a r d  a c u l t  o f  t h e  e f f i c i e n t  and t h e

i m m e d i a t e . 56

Change and g r owt h ,  t h e  h a l l m a r k s  o f  Dewey' s  t h o u g h t  

and t h e  new e d u c a t i o n ,  seemed i n i m i c a l  t o  v a l u e s , w h i c h  a r e  

c o n s e r v i n g  by n a t u r e .  W o r l d  War  I  e x a s c e r b a t e d  t h e  

t e ndenc y  t oward  t h e  i mme di a t e  w i t h i n  e d u c a t i o n ,  l e a v i n g  a t  

t h e  w a r ' s  end,  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  movers  and s h a k e r s  so u n s u r e  

o f  t h e i r  c o l l e c t i v e  v a l u e s  t h a t  i t  m a d e  a new o r d e r  

i m p o s s i b l e  t o  a c h i e v e .  The i n t e l l e c t u a l s  who had g e n e r a t e d  

s o c i a l  i d e a s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  war  t u r n e d ,  a f t e r  1919,  t o w a r d  

i n d i v i d u a l  r e g e n e r a t i o n  t h r o u g h  t h e  g l o r i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  

"pygmy wor ld  o f  p r i v a t e  p i e t y , "  o r  i n  t h e  o t h e r  d i r e c t i o n ,  

t o  Communism, and i t s  p o l i c y  o f  t o t a l  s o c i a l  c o n t r o l .

R a n d o l p h  B o u r n e ,  who wou l d  d i e  i n  t h e  w o r l d - w i d e  

i n f l u e n z a  e p i d e m i c  o f  1918,  had e x p e r i e n c e d  t h e  k i n d  o f  

l o s s  o f  f a i t h  a r e l i g i o u s  unde rgoes  on o b s e r v i n g  t h e  w h i t e  

c l a y  o f  h i s  i d o l ' s  f e e t .  On a g r a n d e r  s c a l e ,  t h a t  me taphor  

c an  be be  a p p l i e d  t o  an e n t i r e  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  t h i n k e r s  who 

found,  n o t  a new wor ld  o r d e r  o r  a " Promised  Land" emerg ing  

f r o m  W o r l d  W ar  I ,  b u t  d e s p a i r ,  c o n f u s i o n  a n d  a
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p r e o c c u p a t i o n  w i t h  s e l f .  With on l y  a l i t t l e  e x a g g e r a t i o n ,  

i t  i s  f a i r  t o  s ay  t h a t  a f t e r  t h e  war  t h e  i d e a l  o f  The 

P r o mi s e  o f  Ame r i c a n  L i f e , t o  be  a c h i e v e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  

r e f o r m a t i o n  o f  Amer ican e d u c a t i o n ,  was an i d e a  whose t i me  

had come and g one .  The t r u l y  p r o g r e s s i v e  e d u c a t i o n a l  

s c h e m e s ,  l i k e  t h e  Gary P l a n ,  l o s t  t h e i r  ways  i n  p o l i t i c a l  

b i c k e r i n g .  W h i l e  t h e  d e s i r e  t o  e m p h a s i z e  t h e  a r t s ,  a l o n g  

w i t h  t h e  e x h a l t a t i o n  o f  s e l f  e x p r e s s i o n  r a t h e r  t h a n  

c o l l e c t i v e  c u l t u r e ,  c o m p r o m i s e d  b o t h  C r o l y ' s  and Dewey ' s  

v i s i o n  o f  a d e m o c r a t i c  American c u l t u r e .

42



ENDNOTES 

CHAPTER I I

1. S h e r m a n  P a u l ,  f i a n d o l E h  B o u r n e  ( M i n n e a p o l i s :  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Minneso ta  P r e s s ,  1966),  11.

2.  I b i d . ,  6 - 1 4 .

3.  Ra nd o l p h  B o u r n e ,  " I n  a S c h o o l r o o m , "  ILR, I  (November  
7 ,  1914) :  23.

4.  I b i d . ,  23.

5.  I b i d . ,  23.

6.  I b i d . ,  24.

7 .  I b i d . ,  24.

8.  Quoted  i n  S. A l e x a n d e r  R i p p a ,  e d i t o r .  I n d u s t r i a l
I d e a s  i n  Ame r i c a , (New York :  D av id  McKay Company,
I n c . ,  1969) ,  296.

9.  F o r  a c o n c i s e  a n d  i n v a l u a b l e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  
e d u c a t i o n a l  r e f o r m  a f t e r  t h e  C i v i l  War see  Lawrence 
Cremi n ' s ,  The T r a n s f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  School  (New York: 
A l f r e d  A. Knopf ,  1961) ,  P a r t  I .

10.  Cremin,  T r a n s f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  S c h o o l , 58 - 59 .

11.  W a l t e r  L i p p m a n n ,  D r i f t  a n d  M a s t e r y  (New Y o r k :  
M i t c h e l l  Ke ne r l y ,  1914),  16.

12.  Richard  H o f s t a d t e r ,  A n t i - i n t e l l e c t u a l i s m  in  American 
L i f e  (New York;  A l f r e d  A. Knopf,  1964) ,  362-364.

13.  J ohn  Dewey,  Demo c r a c v  and E d u c a t i o n  (New York:  
M ac mi l l i an ,  1916) ,  43.

14.  H o f s t a d t e r ,  A n t i - i n t e l l e c t u a l i sm i n  Ame r i c a n  L i f e , 
364.

15.  Dewey, Democracv and E d u c a t i o n , 1-2 ,  10,  127.

16.  C ro l y ,  PAL, 418.

17.  N a t i o n , C I K 1 9 1 6 ) ,  480-1 .

43



18. John  Dewey,  " A m e r i c a n  E d u c a t i o n  and C u l t u r e  
VI I  ( J u l y  1, 1916) :  215.

," M ,

19. I b i d . ,  215.

20. I b i d . ,  215,  216.

21. I b i d . ,  216.

22. I b i d . ,  216.

23. I b i d . ,  216,  217.

24. W i l l i a m  R. C h a n e r y ,  " A d u l t e r a t e d  E d u c a t i o n , "  
( Oc t obe r  23,  1915) :  304

NR, IV

25. Cremin,  T r a n s f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  Sc ho o l ,  157.

26. I b i d . ,  157.

27. Ra nd o l p h  B o u r n e ,  " S c h o o l s  i n  G a r y , "  ÜR, I K M a r c h  27,  
1915) :  198.

28. R a n d o l p h  B o u r n e ,  The  £ a £ i  S c h o o l s  (New 
Houghton M i f f l i n  Co., 1916),  5.

Y o r k :

29. Bourne ,  " Sc ho o l s  i n  Ga r y , "  1918.

30. I b i d . ,  199.

31.  Ra nd o l p h  B o u r n e ,  " C o m m u n i t i e s  f o r  C h i l d r e n , "  ÜR, I I  
( A p r i l  3 ,  1915 ) :  233.

32 .  I b i d . ,  233.

33 .  Bourne ,  "Sc ho o l s  i n  Ga ry , "  198.

34.  Bourne ,  "Communi t ies  f o r  C h i l d r e n , "  233-234 .

35.  I b i d ,  233.

36.  Cremin,  T r a n s f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  S c h o o l , 155-156.

37.  Bourne ,  "Communi t ies  f o r  C h i l d r e n , "  234.

38.  I b i d . ,  234.

39.  R a n d o l p h  B o u r n e ,  " R e a l l y  P u b l i c  S c h o o l s , "  NR, I I  
( A p r i l  10,  1915) :  25.

40 .  I b i d . ,  259-261.

44



41.  E l s e  Ueland,  "The Teache r  and t h e  Gary P l a n , "  NR, VII 
( J u l y  1, 1915) :  2 1 9 - 2 2 1 .

42 .  Bourne ,  " R e a l l y  P u b l i c  S c h o o l s " ,  259.

43.  A l i c e  B a r r o w s  F e r n a n d e z ,  "The Mean i ng  o f  t h e  W i r t  
P l a n , "  M ,  V I K J u l y  1 , 1916) :  223.

44.  R a n d o l p h  B o u r n e ,  " E d u c a t i o n  a s  L i v i n g , "  V I I I
(August  5,  1916):  10-12.

45.  Lippmann,  "Notes  f o r  a B iog r a phy" ,  250.

46.  Cremin,  T r a n s f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  S c h o o l , 179-183.

47.  E r i c  Goldman,  R e n d e z v o u s wi t h  D e s t i n v  (New York :  
A l f r e d  Knopf,  1952) ,  28.

48.  John Dewey, "Mora l s  and t h e  Conduct  o f  S t a t e s , "  NR,
VIV (March 23,  1918):  234.

49 .  Randolph Bourne,  " T w i l i g h t  o f  I d o l s , "  The Seven A r t s ,
I I  ( O c t o b e r ,  1 9 1 7 ) :  6 8 8 - 7 0 2 .  A l s o ,  H a r  a nd t h e
I n t e l l e c t u a l s ; E s s a y s  bv R a n d o l p h  Bour ne  (New York:  
Harper  Tourchbooks ,  1964),  54.

50 .  I b i d . ,  55.

51 .  I b i d . ,  55 -57 .

52.  I b i d . ,  59.

53.  I b i d . ,  59 -60 .

54 .  I b i d . ,  60 -61 .

55.  I b i d . ,  61 -62 .

56.  W i l l i a m  James when asked  t o  c h a r a c t e r i z e  t h e  w r i t i n g  
s t y l e  o f  John Dewey s a i d ,  " I t  i s  damnable .  You might  
even say Goddamnable!"

45



CHAPTER I I I  

WHAT'S IN A PAGODA?

The c a l l  f o r  t h e  new e d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  p a g e s  o f  t h e  

New Repub l i c  became more s t r i d e n t  a f t e r  t h e  war.  The pace 

o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n  was a c c e l e r a t i n g ,  c r e a t i n g  

hundr eds  o f  s m a l l  p r o g r e s s i v e  s c h o o l s  by t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  

W o r l d  War  I I .  T h e s e  s c h o o l s  w e r e  n o u r i s h e d  by t h e  

c o n t i n u e d  c ov e r ag e  o f  magaz ines  l i k e  t h e  New R e p u b l i c . In 

t h i s  e x p l o s i o n  o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n ,  t h e  danger s  

o f  e x c e s s  and m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  t r u e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  

new e d u c a t i o n  a s  e n v i s i o n e d  by Dewey,  C r o l y  and Bourne  

b e ca me  more  l i k e l y .  A f t e r  t h e  Wor l d  War I ,  t h e  g e n e r a l  

i n c l i n a t i o n  f o r  r e f o r m became i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d .  In  1919, 

t h e  P r o g r e s s i v e  E d u ca t i on  A s s o c i a t i o n  was e s t a b l i s h e d  under  

t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  C h a r l e s  E l i o t ,  and l a t e r  J ohn  Dewey.  

T h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  a t t e m p t e d  t o  d i s s e m i n a t e  p r o g r e s s i v e  

i d e a s  t o  p a r e n t s  and t e a c h e r s  t h r o u g h o u t  A m e r i c a .  A l s o ,  

T e a c h e r s  C o l l e g e  a t  C o l u m b i a  b e c a m e  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  

i n f l u e n t i a l  in  d e t e r m i n i n g  e d u c a t i o n a l  p o i n t s  o f  view f o r  

t h e  p r o g r e s s i v e  m ov e me nt ,  i n j e c t i n g  s e c o n d  g e n e r a t i o n  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  Dewey, and f o s t e r i n g  more s p e c i f i c a l l y
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p s y c h o l o g i c a l  app roaches  t o  e d u c a t i o n .

I n  1 9 2 2 , Dewey penned  a s e r i e s  o f  a r t i c l e s ,  f o r  t h e  

New Repub l i c  which seemed de s i g n e d  t o  c l a r i f y  t h e  p o s i t i o n  

o f  t h e  new e d u c a t i o n ,  w h i l e  d e c r y i n g  t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  

e n t h u s i a s t i c  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  t o  adhe r e  t o  t h e  p r o p e r  c ou r s e .  

" E d u c a t i o n  a s  a R e l i g i o n "  was Dewey ' s  a t t e m p t  t o  b a l a n c e  

t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  A m e r i c a n  f a i t h  i n  e d u c a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  

p r a c t i c a l  r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  t o o  o f t e n  e d u c a t i o n  d i d n ' t  do 

f o r  t h e  c h i l d  w h a t  A m e r i c a n s  b e l i e v e d  e d u c a t i o n  was 

supposed t o  do.  Dewey w h i m s i c a l l y  p o s i t e d  t h a t  someday a 

man who r e a l i z e d  t h a t  he had n o t  l e a r n e d  t o  c o n c e n t r a t e ,  o r  

had l o s t  h i s  s c i e n t i f i c  c u r i o s i t y ,  would be a b l e  t o  " b r i n g  

s u i t  a g a i n s t  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  w h i ch  s u b j e c t e d  him t o  s u c h  

i n j u r i e s  t h r o u g h  i t s  e d u c a t i o n a l  a g e n c i e s . D e w e y  

b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  t o  p r o d u c e  wh a t  

Amer ican e d u c a t i o n a l  p r e t e n t i o n s  c l a i m e d  f e l l  so f a r  s h o r t  

t h a t  s o c i e t y  s h o u l d  " hav e  l e g a l  r e m e d i e s  a g a i n s t  s c h o o l s  

and t e a c h e r s  who s e n d  o u t  i n t o  l i f e  c i t i z e n s  l a c k i n g  t h e  

c a p a c i t y  and d e s i r e s  t o  be good c i t i z e n s .

The p r o b l e m  was t h a t  s c h o o l s  and t e a c h e r s  had t o o  

many r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n s  f o r  f a i l u r e .  When a c h i l d  l e f t  

s c h o o l  i g n o r a n t ,  e d u c a t i o n i s t s  c o u l d  f a l l  b a ck  on t h e  saw 

o f  s t u p i d i t y  o r  l a z i n e s s .  When s u c c e s s  was a c h i e v e d  by a 

s t u d e n t  i t  was b e c a u s e  t h e  s c h o o l  had done  i t s  j o b ,  b u t  

when a s t u d e n t  f a i l e d  t o  l e a r n  t h e  s c h o o l  s i m p l y  s h r u g g e d  

i t s  s h o u l d e r s  c l a i m i n g  i n t r i n s i c  d e f e c t s . 3 The danger  in
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t h a t  l o g i c  was t h a t  s c h o o l i n g ,  which was supposed t o  be an 

a r t  b a s e d  on s c i e n c e ,  wa s  a c t u a l l y  a d m i t t i n g  t h a t  

i n t e l l i g e n c e  and  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  c h a r a c t e r  w e r e  

a c c i d e n t a l .  Even more i n s i d i o u s  t o  Dewey was t h e  s ca pe go a t  

o f  " f r e e  w i l l . "  Here was t h e  u l t i m a t e  excuse  o f  e d u c a t i o n  

f o r  i t s  d i s m a l  p e r f o r m a n c e .  "A s h i f t i n g  o f  o u r  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  t o  some unknown m y s t e r i o u s  power  whose  

f o r c e  i s  g r e a t e r  t han  our  own."^

The f a c t  f o r  Dewey was t h a t  e v en  i n  1922,  a f t e r  a 

q u a r t e r  c e n t u r y  o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  r e s e a r c h ,  Amer ican s c h o o l i n g  

l a c k e d  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  k n o w l e d g e  t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  c h i l d ' s  

a b i l i t y  t o  l e a r n .  And y e t ,  e d u c a t i o n  was a t  t h a t  v e r y  

moment d o g m a t i z i ng  i t s  f a i t h  in  t he  new e d u c a t i o n a l  methods 

and p r a c t i c e s  w h i ch  w er e  f a i l i n g  t o  a c h i e v e  t h e  d e s i r e d  

r e s u l t s .  "A f a i t h  b e c o m e s  i n s i n c e r e  a nd  c r e d u l i t y  

i n j u r i o u s , "  Dewey w r o t e ,  " o n l y  when  a s p i r a t i o n s  and 

c r ed e n c e  a r e  c o nv e r t e d  i n t o  dogmat i c  a s s e r t i o n . " ^  Worship 

w h e t h e r  o f  t h e  o l d  e d u c a t i o n  o r  new s h o u l d  n o t  become 

d o g m a t i c .  E d u c a t i o n  c o u l d  c e r t a i n l y  be a f a i t h ,  b u t  one 

w i t h o u t  s u p e r s t i t i o n  and b a s e d  on s c i e n c e .  " W i t h o u t  

s c i e n c e  t h i s  r e l i g i o n  i s  b o u n d  t o  b e c o m e  f o r m a l ,  

h y p o c r i t i c a l  and ,  i n  t h e  e nd ,  a ma ss  o f  dogmas  c a l l e d  

pedagogy and a mass o f  r i t u a l i s t i c  e x e r c i s e s  c a l l e d  s choo l

a d m i n i s t r â t i o n . "6

Dewey was even  more  s p e c i f i c  i n  h i s  c o m p l a i n t  i n  

" E d u c a t i o n  a s  E n g i n e e r i n g . "  S u r v e y i n g  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l
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s c e n e  Dewey w r o t e ,  "The s c h o o l  s y s t e m  r e p r e s e n t s  n o t  

t h i n k i n g  b u t  t h e  d o m i n a t i o n  o f  t h o u g h t  by t h e  i n e r t i a  o f  

immemorial  cus toms . "^  Educa t ion  as  g e n e r a l l y  conce ived  was 

t h e  r e s u l t  o f  " hand  me down" c u l t u r e  w h i c h  c o n t a i n e d  no 

e l e m e n t s  o f  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  method.  Habi t  was t h e  s cour ge  

o f  e d u c a t i o n .  Wh a t  p r o c e d u r e s  and  c o n c e p t s  t h e  new 

e d u c a t i o n  was p r o v i d i n g ,  Dewey t h o u g h t ,  s hou l d  be viewed as 

g r i s t  f o r  t h e  e x p e r i m e n t a l  m i l l ,  n o t  a s  new l a w s  o f  

e d u c a t i o n .  E x p e r i m e n t a t i o n  s h o u l d  l e a d  t o  c r i t i c i s m  o f  

e d u c a t i o n  n o t  t o  s t a n d a r d i z a t i o n . ®  What Dewey had observed  

t h o u g h  was t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  t h e s e  "new c o n c e p t i o n s "  o f  

e d u c a t i o n  i n t o  a d o gma t i c  s ys t em,  even though  t h e r e  was " a t  

p r e s e n t  n o  a r t  o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  e n g i n e e r i n g . "  

E x p e r i m e n t a t i o n  w h i c h  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  t h e  " c o n c r e t e  

m a t e r i a l s "  f o r  a new e d u c a t i o n  h a d  t o  p r e c e d e  t h e  

e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a new sys t em o f  e d u c a t i o n .  "Let  i t  no t  be 

supposed t h a t  t h e r e  i s  r e a l l y  any advance  i n  t h e  s c i e n c e  o f  

e d u c a t i o n  mer e l y  b eca us e  t h e r e  i s  t e c h n i c a l  improvement  . . .  

s u c h  ' s c i e n c e '  o n l y  r a t i o n a l i z e s  o l d  c u s t o m e r y  e d u c a t i o n  

w h i l e  impr ov i ng  i t  i n  minor  d e t a i l s . "9

Dewey t h o u g h t  t h a t  t h e  new a r t  o f . e d u c a t i o n  would be 

ach ie ve d  on l y  a f t e r  a v a s t  body o f  s c i e n t i f i c  knowledge had 

b e e n  a c c u m u l a t e d .  E d u c a t i o n  w a s  s u f f e r i n g  f r o m  a 

" p r e m a t u r e  s c i e n c e  o f  e d u c a t i o n . "  E x p e r i m e n t a t i o n  was 

b e c o m i n g  more  o f  a d i s s e r v i c e  t h a n  an a v e n u e  t o  t h e  new 

o r d e r  o f  e d u c a t i o n .  I n d e e d ,  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  w e r e  t e r m i n g
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" s c i e n c e "  w ha t  was  r e a l l y  t h e  o l d  h a b i t  o f  e d u c a t i o n  i n  

d i s g u i s e .  J u s t  b e c a u s e  t h e  i d e a  o f  " d i s c i p l i n e "  had b e en  

r e p l a c e d  by t h e  c on ce p t  o f  " i n n e r  m o t i v a t i o n "  d id  no t  mean 

p r o g r e s s  had been made.  ̂^

What  was n e e d e d  w er e  e d u c a t i o n a l  p i o n e e r s  who 

t h r o u g h  e n d l e s s  e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n  and t h r o u g h  t h e  u s e  o f  

t h e i r  c r e a t i v e  i m a g i n a t i o n  w o u l d  b u i l d  t h e  b o d y  o f  

knowledge on which,  someday,  t h e  new e d u c a t i o n  would r e s t .  

I n s t e a d ,  Dewey o b s e r v e d  e d u c a t i o n i s t s  who w a n t e d  t o  be 

" s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  up t o  d a t e , "  a p p l y i n g  t h e  new t e c h n i q u e s  t o  

t h e  " o l d  ways"  l e a v i n g  t h e  new e d u c a t i o n  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  be 

a r t f u l  in  advance  o f  e x p e r i e n c e . ^ ^

I n  t h e  f i n a l  a r t i c l e  o f  t h e  s e r i e s ,  " E d u c a t i o n  as  

P o l i t i c s , "  Dewey s t r u c k  a s t i l l  c u r r e n t  theme.  He t h o u g h t  

t h a t  t e c h n o l o g y  had v a s t l y  i n c r e a s e d  t h e  h o r i z o n s  o f  t h e  

i n d i v i d u a l ’s w o r l d .  P e o p l e  w e r e  b e i n g  a s k e d  t o  make 

j udgemen t s  on m a t t e r s  f a r  beyond t h e i r  o r d i n a r y  e x p e r i e n c e .  

T h u s ,  an o n g o i n g  j o c k e y i n g  f o r  t h e  b l e s s i n g  o f  p u b l i c  

o p i n i o n  had c r e a t e d  an a ge  o f  "bunk and hokum."  Dewey 

b e l i e v e d  t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l s  were  be ing  t o o  e a s i l y  swayed in 

t h e i r  b e l i e f s  be ca us e  t h e y  l a ck e d  t h e  c r i t i c a l  f a c i l i t y  t o  

d i s c r i m i n a t e . ^ ^  Tha t  such a c o n d i t i o n  had a r i s e n  was t h e  

f a u l t  o f  e d u c a t i o n .  Dewey w r o t e ,  "Our s c h o o l i n g  d o e s  n o t  

e d u c a t e ,  i f  by e d u c a t i o n  be  me a n t  a t r a i n e d  h a b i t  o f  

d i s c r i m i n a t i n g  i n q u i r y  and d i s c r i m i n a t i n g  b e l i e f ,  t h e  

a b i l i t y  t o  l o o k  b e n e a t h  a f l o a t i n g  s u r f a c e  t o  d e t e c t  t h e
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c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  f i x  t h e  c o n t o u r  o f  t h e  s u r f a c e ,  and t h e  

f o r c e s  which c r e a t e  i t s  waves and d r i f t s .

Even w o r s e ,  t h e  s c h o o l  f o s t e r e d  t h e  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  

" bunk  and hokum" by r e f u s i n g  t o  a c k n o w l e d g e  s o c i a l  i l l s .  

I f  a c h i l d  e n t e r e d  t h e  a d u l t  w o r l d  kn o wi ng  o n l y  wha t  he had 

l e a r n e d  i n  s c h o o l  a b o u t  s o c i a l  a f f a i r s ,  he would  be i n  a 

c o n d i t i o n  o f  " a c q u i r e d  and a r t i f i c i a l  i n n o c e n c e . T h i s  

co u l d  be avo id ed ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  i f  s c h o o l s  became p l a c e s  where 

j u d g e m e n t  was  s u s p e n d e d ,  s k e p t i c i s m  a c k n o w l e d g e d ,  and 

e v i d e n c e  and o b s e r v a t i o n  we r e  e n c o u r a g e d . ^ 5 Then ,  Dewey 

b e l i e v e d ,  s c h o o l s  wou l d  become  t r u l y  d a n g e r o u s  and more 

i n t e r e s t i n g  p l a c e s .  " T h e  o u t p o s t s  o f  a h u m a n e

c i v i l i z a t i o n . "16

L i k e  Dewey,  C r o l y  t o o  was a w a r e  o f  t h e  need  f o r

t h e s e  e d u c a t i o n a l  o u t p o s t s  o f  a humane c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  and

o v e r  t h e  y e a r s  t h e  New R e p u b l i c  p r o v i d e d  c o v e r a g e  o f  t h e

o n g o i n g  e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n  i n  s c h o o l s  w h i c h  wo ul d  b u i l d

D e we y ' s  body o f  s c i e n t i f i c  k n o w l e d g e .  S t i l l ,  t h e r e  was

c o n c e r n  mi xe d  w i t h  a b i t  o f  awe o v e r  t h e  way i n  w h i c h  t h e

"new c o n c e p t s "  o f  e d u c a t i o n  were f i l t e r i n g  i n t o  t h e  g e n e r a l

c u r r i c u l a  o f  A m e r i c a n  s c h o o l s .  A l e t t e r  w r i t e r  i n  1924

c a p t u r e d  t h e  m y s t i f i c a t i o n  w h i c h  many A m e r i c a n s  were

e x p e r i e n c i n g :

S i r :  What odd t h r e a d s  a r e  woven i n t o  t he  p a t t e r n
o f  our  amazing u p - t o - t h e - m i n u t e  e d u ca t io n ?  What a 
b i z a r r e  and  p o l y c h r o m e  f a b r i c  m u s t  b e  t h i s  
J o s e p h ' s  c o a t  f o r  Demo cr ac y !  L e t  u s  hope  t h a t  i t  
may be s e r v i c e a b l e  i f  n o t  b e a u t i f u l - r e a s o n a b l y
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s o f t ,  f i r m  and warm,  w i t h o u t  t o o  many l o o s e  
t h r e a d s ,  f r ay ed  edges ,  h a r s h  and u n l o v e l y  p a t c h e s .

A f t e r  l i s t i n g  a c a t a l o g u e  o f  c o u r s e s  o f f e r e d  by a n e a r b y

s c h o o l ,  t h e  w r i t e r  c o n t i n u e d :

The a c c i d e n t  o f  t h e  a l p h a b e t  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  
some queer  e d u c a t i o n a l  s andwi ches  . . .  Bio logy ,  f o r  
e x a m p l e ,  i s  f o u n d  b e t w e e n  a u t o m o b i l e s  and  
b l u e p r i n t s ,  p sycho logy  be tween plumbing and pu lp  
m a k i n g ,  s o c i o l o g y  b e t w e e n  show c a r d  w r i t i n g  and 
s t e n o g r a p h y ,  w h i l e  h i s t o r y  i s  f l a n k e d  by h e a t i n g  
and home v e n t i l i a t i o n  and home d e c o r a t i o n .  The 
e c l e c t i c  minded . . .  w i l l  pe r haps  seek  "mul tum in  
p a r v o " by e n r o l l i n g  f o r  "Lumber and i t s  u s e s . " ' '
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"What  do c h i l d r e n  do i n  an ' e x p e r i m e n t a l '  s c h o o l ?  

Are t hey  j u s t  wander ing  about  a t  w i l l  ' b e i ng  happy'  as  one 

c r i t i c  c o m p l a i n e d ,  a r e  t h e y  w a s t i n g  p r e c i o u s  t i m e  on t h e  

l a t e s t  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  f a d ,  a r e  t h e y  -  l a s t  h o r r o r  o f  a l l  -  

b e i ng  e xp e r i men t ed  on?"^®

The c h i l d r e n  in  t h e  more famous e x p e r i m e n t a l  s c h o o l s  

o f  t h e  f i r s t  q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  w er e  b u s y  

b e c o m i n g  j u v e n i l e  a r t i s t s ,  s e e k i n g  t o  o v e r c o m e  t h e  

r e p r e s s i o n  o f  an a u t h o r i t a r i a n  s o c i e t y .  These c h i l d r e n  and 

t h e i r  t e a c h e r s  were l o o k i n g  f o r  new and i m a g i n a t i v e  ways o f  

e x p e r i e n c i n g  a nd  e x p r e s s i n g  r e a l i t y .  T h ey  w e r e  n o t  

s e a r c h i n g  f o r  t h e  means o f  s o c i a l  r e g e n e r a t i o n ,  b u t  f o r  t h e  

p a t h  o f  p r i v a t e  f u l f i l l m e n t  i n  a w o r l d  c o r r u p t e d  by t h e  

p r e c e p t s  o f  d e c a y i n g  c u l t u r e s .  " E v e r y t h i n g  i s  p e r f e c t ,  

c o m i n g  f r o m  t h e  h a n d s  o f  t h e  c r e a t o r ;  e v e r y t h i n g  

d e g e n e r a t e s  in  t h e  hands  o f  man," Rousseau had w r i t t e n  in  

The Emi l e . 19 B u t ,  t h e  R o s s e a u i a n  i n s i g h t s  t h a t  Dewey had 

i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  h i s  s o c i a l  r e f o r m i s m  seemed  t h e  o n l y  

e l e m e n t  o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  t h e  p e d a g o g u e s  a f t e r  Wor ld  War I .  

The f u n c t i o n  o f  e d u c a t i o n  a s  t h e  c o h e s i v e  e l e m e n t  o f  a 

s o c i e t y  b e n t  on r e f o r m i n g  i t s e l f  c o n t i n u a l l y  was l o s t  i n  

t h e  wake o f  i n d i v i d u a l  f u l f i l l m e n t  w i t h o u t  r e g a r d  t o  

s o c i e t y .  As L a w r e n ce  Cr e mi n  n o t e d ,  t h e  new e d u c a t i o n a l  

e x p e r i m e n t e r s  " ex p ou n d e d  one p a r t  o f  w h a t  p r o g r e s s i v e
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e d u c a t i o n  had f o r m e r l y  m e a n t  i n t o  i t s  s o l e  m e a n i n g . "  The 

new e d u c a t i o n  be ca me  a f a d  and an o u t l e t  f o r  t h e  two 

p r e o c c u p a t i o n s  o f  t h e  p o s t - w a r  e r a ,  p s y c h o l o g y  and  

e x p r e s s i o n i s m . ^ ^

The r e b e l l i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  o f  t h e  o l d  

e d u c a t i o n  was o n l y  one  s k i r m i s h  i n  t h e  l a r g e r  r e v o l u t i o n  

a g a i n s t  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  on w h i c h  man had  r e s t e d  h i s  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  w o r l d  f o r  t w o  t h o u s a n d  y e a r s .  

A m e r i c a ,  h a v i n g  no b r e a d t h  o f  t r a d i t i o n ,  was r i p e  f o r  t h e  

a d o p t i o n  o f  a " new a r t , "  "new p h y s c h o l o g y , "  "new 

e d u c a t i o n , "  t h e  n e w n e s s  o r i g i n a t i n g  f ro m t h e  r e l e a s e  o f  

p e o p l e ' s  r e p r e s s e d  and o p p r e s s e d  f e e l i n g s .  New York C i t y  

be ca me  t h e  s e e d  bed o f  new i d e a s .  G r e e n w i c h  V i l l a g e  w i t h  

i t s  g r o w i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  a r t i s t s ,  w r i t e r s  and a e s t h e t e s  

p r o v i d ed  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  s t i m u l a t i o n  f o r  t h e  decade o f  t h e  

t w e n t i e s .

P r i o r  t o  t h e  Gr e a t  War, t h e  new i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  could  

u s u a l l y  be  f ound  on T h u r s d a y  n i g h t s  i n  Mabel  D od g e ' s  

a p a r t m e n t  a t  23 F i f t h  Avenue ,  o v e r l o o k i n g  W a s h i n g t o n  

S q u a r e .  T h e r e  M a b e l ,  l o u n g i n g  i n  w h i t e  s i l k  p a j a m a s  

s u r r o u n de d  by w h i t e  w a l l s ,  t r e a d i n g  w h i t e  c a r p e t s ,  g a t h e r e d  

t h e  t h o u g h t f u l  and t h e  t h o u g h t l e s s  o f  a g e n e r a t i o n .  Wa l t e r  

Lippmann,  Big B i l l  Heywood, John Reed, Hu t ch i ns  Hapgood, A. 

A. B r i l l  and Car l  Van Vechten ,  t o  name on l y  a few,  w r e s t l e d  

w i t h  t h e  we ig h t y  i m p o r t  o f  p s y c h o a n a l y s i s ,  l a b o r  un i o n s ,  

f u n c t i o n a l i s m  i n  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  s e l f - e x p r e s s i o n  in  e d u ca t i o n
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and t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  f r e e  l o v e . ^ ^

A l l  a r e a s  o f  s o c i a l  l i f e ,  i t  was  t h o u g h t ,  mus t  be

f r e e d .  I n  1913,  t h e  S i x t y - n i n t h  R e g i m e n t  Armory Show

i n t r o d u c e d  New Y o r k e r s  t o  modern  a r t .  M a r c e l  Duchamp ' s

Nude Des c e n d i n g  a S t a i r c a s e c r e a t e d  a r e a c t i o n  o f  o u t r a g e

w h i c h  t h r i l l e d  t h e  " V i l l a g e r s . "  The s t r u c t u r e  o f  a r t  had

be en  b r o k e n .  C o l o r  and s h a p e  c o u l d  now be g i v e n  f r e e

r e i g n .  A r t  c o u l d  be a n y t h i n g  a s  l o n g  a s  i t  was a g e n u i n e

e x p r e s s i o n  o f  an i n d i v i d u a l ' s  r e a l i t y .  S i m i l a r  r e s p o n s e s

w e r e  g e n e r a t e d  by t h e  "new m u s i c "  and t h e  "new d a n c e . "

C h a r l e s  I v e s  and I s a d o r a  Duncan were  t h e  D e v i l ' s  o f f s p r i n g

f o r  t h e  a t o n a l ,  and t h e  f r e e  e x p r e s s i o n  w i t h i n  t h e i r  work.

I g o r  S t r a v i n s k y  and Vas lav  N i j i n s k y  a t  t h e  P a r i s  p r e m i e r  o f

t h e i r  b a l l e t  l .e Sac .£e  du P r i n t e m p s  e x p e r i e n c e d  t h e

" t y p i c a l "  r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  new a r t  by t h e  p u b l i c .  C a r l  Van

Vechthen w r o t e  t h a t  t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  was g r e e t e d  by,

c a t - c a l l s  and h i s s e s  . . .  t h e n  e n s u e d  a b a t t e r y  o f  
s c r e a m s ,  c o u n t e r e d  by a f o i l  o f  a p p l a u s e .  We 
w a r r e d  o v e r  a r t  ( some  o f  us  t h o u g h t  i t  was  and 
some t h o u g h t  i t  w a s n ' t )  . . . .  Some f o r t y  o f  t h e  
p r o t e s t a n t s  w e r e  f o r c e d  o u t  o f  t h e  t h e a t e r  b u t  
t h a t  d i d  n o t  q u e l l  t h e  d i s t u r b a n c e s .  The l i g h t s  in  
t h e  a u d i t o r i u m  were t u r n e d  f u l l y  on b u t  t h e  n o i s e  
c o n t i n u e d  . . .  t h e  d i s j o i n e d  r a v i n g s  o f  a mob o f  
angry  men and w o m e n .

Richard  S t r a u s s ' s  o pe ra  Salome had i t s  Amer ican p r e m i e r  a t

t h e  M e t r o p o l i t a n  i n  J a n u a r y ,  1907.  An o u t r a g e d  J .  P.

Morgan,  a f t e r  i t s  f i r s t  p e r f o r m a n c e ,  bough t  o u t  t h e  e n t i r e

p r o d u c t i o n  f o r  t h e  good o f  s o c i e t y . L i t e r a t u r e  t o o ,

e x p e r i e n c e d  a l o o s e n i n g  up.  T h e o d o r e  D r i e s e r ,  G e r t r u d e
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s t e i n ,  Sherwood Anderson and Frank N o r r i s  paved t h e  way f o r  

F i t z g e r a l d ,  Dos P a s s o s  and Hemingway.  I n  p o e t r y ,  e . e .  

Cummings and E z r a  Pound d i s c a r d e d  t r a d i t i o n a l  s y n t a x  and 

p u n c t u a t i o n .  As t he  War ended t h e  Negro was d i s c o v e r e d  as 

an a r t i s t .  The Har l em r e n a i s s a n c e  would  g e n e r a t e  b l a c k  

a r t ,  p o e t r y  and l i t e r a t u r e ,  and a s u c c e s s i o n  o f  Negro 

m u s i c a l  r e v u e s  on B ro ad w ay ,  t h e  f i r s t  i n  1921,  c a l l e d  

S h u f f l e  Alone .24 "The c u s t o d i a n s  o f  o r thodoxy  seemed t o  be 

in  r e t r e a t , "  A l f r e d  Kazin w ro t e ,  "and a p r o f l i g a t e  c u l t u r e  

r e f r e s h e d  i t s e l f  on t h e  l e g e n d  o f  a r a k i s h  y o u t h  and t h e  

amusements o f  a new l i t e r a t u r e . "25

E q u a l l y  d r a m a t i c  was t h e  d i s c o v e r y  e a r l y  i n  t h e  

t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  o f  s e x .  I f  a r t ,  m u s i c ,  l i t e r a t u r e  and 

p o e t r y  c o u l d  be f r e e d  f r o m t h e  r e s t r a i n t s  o f  c u l t u r e  and 

t r a d i t i o n ,  t h e n  why n o t  s e x u a l  e x p r e s s i o n  t o o ?  In  1909,  

w h i l e  H e r b e r t  C r o l y  was p u t t i n g  t h e  f i n i s h i n g  t o u c h e s  on 

The P r o mi s e  o f  Ame r i c a n  L i f e , S igmund F r e u d  v i s i t e d  t h e  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  At C l a r k  U n i v e r s i t y  F r e u d  s po ke  t o  G. 

S t a n l e y  H a l l ,  W i l l i a m  J a m e s ,  C a r l  J u n g ,  A. A. B r i l l ,  F r a n z  

Boaz and Lyman Wel l s  among many, and spar ked  an a f f a i r  w i t h  

psychology  i n  America t h a t  endure s  t o  t h i s  day.

J u s t  a s  s u r e l y  a s  A m e r i c a n  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  had g i v e n  

t h e m s e l v e s  over  t o  modern a r t ,  t hey  found in  psychology  t he  

v oc a b u l a ry  and t h e  r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  f o r  a l l  human b eh av i o r .  

" I f  t h e r e  i s  a ny t h i n g  you do no t  u n d e r s t an d  in  human l i f e ,  

c o n s u l t  t h e  w o r k s  o f  Dr .  F r e u d , "  S h e r w o o d  A n d e r s o n

56



a n n o u n c e d . 26 Wi th t h e  approach  o f  World War I ,  Greenwich 

V i l l a g e r s  began t o  s p r i n k l e  t h e i r  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  words 

l i k e  " s u p p r e s s e d , ” " s u b l i m a t i o n , ” " u n c o n s c i o u s "  and " i d . "  

I n t e l l e c t u a l  t r e n d s e t t e r s ,  l i k e  Floyd D e l l  and Mabel Dodge, 

cou ld  now d e s c r i b e  t o  t h e m s e l v e s  and,  most  i m p o r t a n t l y ,  t o  

o t h e r s  t h e i r  d e e p e s t  s e x u a l  t h o u g h t s  in  a way f r e e  from t he  

va lu e  j udgement s  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  l anguage .  S c ience  was on 

t h e  s i d e  o f  f reedom.

F r e u d i a n i s m  found i t s  way, a l m o s t  i m m e d i a t e l y ,  i n t o  

b oo k s  on e d u c a t i o n .  I n  1919,  W i l l i a m  W h i t e ' s  The Me n t a l  

M i f i i e n e  o f  t h e  C h i l d  and  W i l l i a m  L a y ' s  The C h i l l i s  

U n c o n s c i o u s  Mi n d  w e r e  p u b l i s h e d .  T h e s e  w e r e  f o l l o w e d  i n  

1922 by H. C r i c h t o n - M i l l e r ' s  The New P s y c h o l o g y  and t h e  

T e a c h e r ,  P s ï ç h o ^ A n a l y r s i s  f n  t h e  S e r v i c e  o f  E d u c a t i o n  by 

O s k e r  P f i s t e r ,  and P s y c h o  a n a l y s i s  i n  t h e  C l a s s r o o m by 

George Green.2? The t e a c h e r ' s  t a s k  now was t o  r e l e a s e  t he  

t r emendous  a r t i s t i c  p o t e n t i a l  w i t h i n  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  c h i l d  

by  m e a n s  o f  m o t i v a t i o n  a nd  a p p e a l s  t o  t h e  c h i l d ' s  

u n c o n s c i o u s .  T h i s ,  i t  was  b e l i e v e d ,  would  s u b l i m a t e  t h e  

c h i l d ' s  i n s t i n c t u a l  n a t u r e  i n t o  a p o s i t i v e  e x p r e s s i o n .  How 

f a r  a l l  o f  t h i s  seems f rom t h e  o u t p o u r i n g  o f  s o c i a l  concern 

vo i ced  by John Dewey and H e r b e r t  Croly .  The new e du ca t i o n  

had t a k e n  a t u r n ,  s p a w n e d ,  i n  I r v i n g  B a b b i t t ' s  p h r a s e ,  by 

t h e  " i l l - b e g o t t e n  c h i l d r e n  o f  R o u s s e a u . "  Dewey ' s  l o n g e d  

f o r  body o f  s c i e n t i f i c  knowledge which would one day b u i l d  

a new s c i e n c e  o f  e d u c a t i o n  had b een  s i d e - t r a c k e d  by t h e
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s e l f i s h  c o nc e r n s  o f  t h e  " s p l e n d i d  drunken t w e n t i e s . "  Psy­

chology and e x p r e s s i o n i s m  in  e d u c a t i o n  had found t h e i r  way 

i n t o  t h e  p a g e s  o f  t h e  New Repu b l i c  a s  e a r l y  a s  1915 i n  an 

a r t i c l e  on C a r o l i n e  P r a t t ' s  P l a y  S c h o o l  i n  G r e e n w i c h  

V i l l a g e .

The a r t i c l e ,  "The P l ay  School :  An Ex p e r i men t , "  was

w r i t t e n  by P r a t t ' s  m e n t o r ,  He l en  M a r o t .  M a r o t ,  a Quaker  

a c t i v i s t  f rom P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  had g a t h e r e d  a bou t  he r  s o c i a l ­

i s t s ,  S i n g l e - T a x e r s  and  a n a r c h i s t s  i n  h e r  j o b  a s  a 

l i b r a r i a n .  C a r o l i n e  P r a t t  was drawn I n t o  t h i s  group by h e r  

d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  t r a d i t i o n a l  s c h o o l i n g ,  and by Mar o t ' s  

encour agement  t h a t  new ways cou l d  be deve l oped  t o  e d u c a t e  

c h i l d r e n .  P r a t t ' s  i n s i g h t  f o r  h e r  s c h o o l  came one  a f t e r ­

noon as  she  watched a c h i l d  p l a y i n g  w i t h  t r a i n s  and b l o c k s .  

She obs e r ved  t h a t  a l l  o f  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  t r u t h s  o f  l i f e  could  

e v o l v e  f r o m a c h i l d ' s  s p o n t a n e o u s  p l a y .  Armed w i t h  t h a t  

b e l i e f ,  s h e  t r a v e l e d  t o  New York C i t y  and s e t  up a s c h o o l  

a t  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  F o u r t h  Avenue  and T w e l f t h  S t r e e t s  i n  

Greenwich V i l l a g e .  Her o r i g i n a l  i n t e n t i o n  had been t o  work 

w i t h  t e nem en t  c h i l d r e n ,  b u t  i n s t e a d  she  found he r  s t u d e n t s  

t o  be  t h e  o f f s p r i n g  o f  a r t i s t s ,  w r i t e r s ,  and i n t e l l e c t u a l  

h a n g e r s - o n  who had f l o c k e d  t o  t h e  V i l l a g e . ^8 P r a t t ' s  

s c h o o l ,  b a s e d  on t h e  c h i l d ' s  f r e e d o m  o f  e x p r e s s i o n  and on 

p l a y ,  was  w e l l  r e c e i v e d  by t h e  V i l l a g e r s .  As C a r l  Van 

Vechten obs e r ved  o f  t h e  V i l l a g e  p o p u l a t i o n ,  "somebody who 

has  r e a l l y  done somet h i ng  i s  t oo  much f o r  t h e  V i l l a g e r s  . . .
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A dm i r a t i o n  mixed w i t h  awe d e s c r i b e s  them."29

I n  h e r  a r t i c l e ,  Mar o t  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  s c h o o l  as  a 

" l a b o r a t o r y  f o r  c h i l d r e n  and t e a c h e r s  . . .  and f o r  t h e  

c o m m u n i t y . "  The d r i v i n g  f o r c e  o f  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  was t h e  

c h i l d ' s  " c u r i o s i t y  a b o u t  t h i n g s "  w h i c h  wou l d  l e a d  t o  

e x p e r i m e n t  and d i s c o v e r y . 3^ C h i l d r e n  w e r e  r o u t i n e l y  s e t  

l o o s e  a t  work-benches  w i t h  " f u l l - s i z e d  t o o l s . "  There  they  

c o u l d  c r e a t e  t h e i r  own t o y s ,  and u l t i m a t e l y ,  c r e a t e  a 

" m i n a t u r e  o f  t h e  a d u l t  w o r l d . "  S i n c e  t h e  s c h o o l  u s e d  "no 

r e p r e s s i v e  measures"  t h e  c h i l d r e n  were  f r e e  t o  " i n t e r p r e t  

t h e i r  e n v i r o n m e n t . "  T h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  was n e c e s s a r y  

because  P r a t t  had found t h a t  o l d e r  c h i l d r e n ,  seven o r  e i g h t  

y e a r s  o l d ,  had a l r e a d y  "made b l i n d  a d j u s t m e n t s  t o  t h e i r  

e n v i r o n m e n t s ;  t h a t  b e s i d e s  working  o u t  many r e l a t i o n s h i p s  

on f a l s e  b a s e s ,  t h e y  h av e  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  m e n t a l  h a b i t  o f  

a c c e p t i n g  much o f  t h e i r  e n v i r o n m e n t  w i t h o u t  t r y i n g  t o  

u n d e r s t a n d  i t . "3 1  T h e r e f o r e ,  P r a t t  wanted s t u d e n t s  t o  come 

t o  h e r  a t  f o u r - y e a r s  o l d  " b e c a u s e  i t  i s  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e  

m o s t  d e e p l y  g r a v e n  i m p r e s s i o n s  o f  l i f e  c o m e  f r o m  

e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  t h e  ve ry  e a r l y  y e a r s . "3^

S e v e r a l  t i m e s  a w e e k ,  t h e  c h i l d r e n  w o u l d  go 

" e x p l o r i n g "  a b o u t  New York C i t y .  No r e a s o n  was n e c e s s a r y  

f o r  t h e s e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  r a t h e r  t h e  " a d v e n t u r e "  o f  t h e  

e x p e d i t i o n  was what  was i m p o r t a n t .  "What t h e  c h i l d r e n  see  

on t h e i r  e x p e d i t i o n  i s  n o t  t u r n e d  by t h e  t e a c h e r  on t h e i r  

r e t u r n  t o  t h e  s c h o o l  i n t o  a l e s s o n ,  n o r  i s  i t s  u s e s
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d i c t a t e d  by h e r .  The s c h o o l  endowed by t h e  p a t i e n c e  o f  

s c i e n c e , l e a v e s  a l l  t h a t  t o  t h e  c h i l d r e n . T h a t  r a t h e r  

s t a r t l i n g  s t a t e m e n t  was f o l l owe d  by an even more r e v e a l i n g  

admi s s i on  :

The t e a c h e r  cou ld  no t  p o s s i b l y  g i ve  [ t h e  c h i l d r e n ]  
t h e  s e n s e  o f  [ t h e  e x p e d i t i o n ' s ]  v a l u e  o r  p u r p o s e  
w h i ch  t h e y  g e t  i n  t h e i r  own e x p e r i m e n t i n g .  A l so ;  
i n  b r e a k i n g  i n  on t h e i r  s e q u e n c e  o f  t h o u g h t  s he  
m i g h t  weaken  t h e i r  own e f f o r t s  a t  c o n c e n t r a t i o n ;  
t h e r e  i s  no r e a s o n  why m a t e r i a l  r e l e v a n t  t o  a 
t e a c h e r ' s  p l a n  o f  a d a y ' s  work  s h o u l d  be r e l e v a n t  
t o  t h e  t h o u g h t  p r o c e s s e s  o f  each s m a l l  c h i l d .  A 
l i t t l e  l a t e r  on we l e a r n  t o  manage i r r e l e v a n t  
m a t t e r  w i t h o u t  i t s  a f f e c t i n g  so s e r i o u s l y  o ur  
i mmedi a t e  i n t e r e s t s .

I t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  f o r  P r a t t  and M a r o t ,  t h e  o n l y  

v a l u a b l e  k n o w l e d g e  was t h a t  w h i c h  came f ro m t h e  c h i l d ' s  

i mmed i a t e  and spon t aneous  e x p e r i e n c e s .  Like  Rousseau,  they  

seemed t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  o u t  o f  t h e  c h i l d ' s  n a t u r a l  goodness  

and c u r i o s i t y  a l l  needed u n d e r s t a n d i n g  would a r i s e ,  u n l e s s  

t h e  c h i l d  w a s  t a i n t e d  by t h e  i n f l u e n c e s  o f  a d u l t  

r e p r e s s i o n .

F o r  P r a t t  a c h i l d ' s  p l a y  w a s  t h e  u l t i m a t e  

r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  a r t .  Grea t  a r t ,  she  t h o u g h t ,  a r o s e  from t h e  

f reedom from r e p r e s s i o n  t h a t  on l y  c h i l d r e n  can e x p e r i en c e  

i n  t h e  f u l l e s t .  P l ay  and a r t  were  viewed as p s y c h o l o g i c a l  

i m p u l s e s  which roust be r e l e a s e d .  S o c i e t y  had t r a d i t i o n a l l y  

t h w a r t e d  bo t h  o f  t h o s e  i m p u l s e s  in c h i l d r e n .  Now, however ,  

p sychology  had g ive n  P r a t t  t h e  t o o l s  t o  undo t h e  r e p r e s s i o n  

o f  t h e  hand o f  man t h r o u g h  p l a y .  " I  h av e  n o t  t h e  s p a c e  t o  

s p e a k  o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n  . . .  b e t w e e n  t h e  a r t  and t h e  p l a y
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i m p u l s e ;  o f  t h e  i n c r e a s e  o f  r h y t h m  t h a t  comes  o u t  i n  t h e  

c h i l d r e n ’s danc ing  as  t h e i r  p l ay  impu l s e  i s  f r e e d . "35

Gone f r o m t h e s e  e d u c a t i o n i s t s  w er e  c o n c e r n s  a b o u t  

s o c i e t y  and  i t s  r e f o r m .  Now, s c h o o l i n g  w a s  f o r  t h e  

i n d i v i d u a l ,  b u t  n o t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  mi n d ,  b u t  f o r  t h e  

i n d i v i d u a l ' s  psyche ,  h i s  e m o t i o n s .  "The b e l i e f  i s  t h a t  t he  

s o c i a l i z a t i o n  o f  c h i l d r e n  i s  a d v a n c e d  i f  t h e  i n s t i n c t s  o f  

t h i s  e a r l y  p e r i o d  f o r  i n d i v i d u a l  e f f o r t  i s  g i v e n  t h e  

f u l l e s t  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  development . "3&

I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  f o r  Dewey, Cro ly  and 

B our ne  t h e  o l d  e d u c a t i o n  had been  v i e w e d  a s  an a r t i f i c a l  

e v i l ,  a s  u n d e m o c r a t i c ,  a s  i m p r a c t i c a l  o r  s i m p l y  o u t  o f  

d a t e .  But ,  f o r  C a r o l i n e  P r a t t  and t h o s e  who would f o l l ow  

h e r  t h e  o l d  e d u c a t i o n  was  " r e p r e s s i v e . "  T h i s  nod t o w a r d  

F r e u d i a n i s m  i l l u s t r a t e s  a c o n t i n u e d  m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  

Freud i n  Amer ica  where  r e p r e s s i o n  has  a lways  been a synonym 

f o r  bad o r  e v i l .  A. A. B r i l l ,  t h e  f o u n d e r  o f  A m e r i c a n  

p s y c h o a n a l y s i s ,  obse r ved  t h a t  i n  Amer ica  t h e  i d e a  o f  

r e p r e s s i o n  was e a g e r l y  ad o p t ed ,  pe r haps  because  o f  our  

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  b a c k g r o u n d ,  and t h a t  i t  was f r om t h e  f i r s t  

m i s u n d e r s t oo d  and m i s a p p l i e d . 3? Rep r es s i o n ,  i f  i t  has any 

m o r a l  v a l u e ,  i s  a good t h a t  p r o h i b i t s  human b e i n g s  f rom 

a c t i n g  l i k e  t h e  l e s s e r  a n i m a l s .  Y e t ,  i n  A m e r i c a ,  and 

e s p e c i a l l y  in  e d u c a t i o n a l  c i r c l e s ,  t h e  p r e o c c u p a t i o n  w i th  

u n f e t t e r i n g  t h e  c h i l d ’s i m p u l s e s  and i n s t i n c t s  became t h e  

f a s h i o n  f o r  t h e  l a t e r  p r o g r e s s i v e s .  T h a t ,  i n  e f f e c t .
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c o m p r o m i s e d  b o t h  t h e  q u e s t  f o r  s o c i a l  b e t t e r m e n t  and

c e r t a i n l y  t h e  W e s t e r n  t r a d i t i o n  o f  r a t i o n a l i t y  w h i c h  was

now t h o u g h t  t o  be outmoded and o f  l i t t l e  use .  Helen Marot

c o n c l u d e d  h e r  a r t i c l e  on P r a t t ' s  P l a y  S c h o o l  by i n v o k i n g

t h e  new god o f  American e d u c a t i o n :

The f i n d i n g s  o f  t he  Freud s ch o o l  o f  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  
a r e  p o i g n a n t  r e m i n d e r s  t h a t  e x t e n s i v e  e d u c a t i o n  i s  
n o t  a s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  i n t e n s i v e :  t h a t  t h e
s o c i a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n  . . .  d e p e n d s  on a 
s c i e n t i f i c  r e g a r d  f o r  t h e  d e s i r e s  o f  t h e  
i n d i v i d u a l  c h i l d  . . . .  T h e s e  e x p e r i m e n t s  i n  
i n t e n s i v e  e d u c a t i o n  w i l l  a s s u me  an i m p o r t a n t  
p l a c e  i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  a s  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  
r e p r e s s i o n - t h e  a c c o m p a n i m e n t  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  
e x t e n s i v e  e d u c a t i o n - d u r i n g  t h e  most  i m p r e s s i o n a b l e  
p e r i o d  o f  l i f e  a r e  r e a l i z e d . 3°
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H e r b e r t  C r o l y ' s  d r e a m o f  a r e f o r m e d  s o c i a l  and 

e c o n o m i c  c o m m u n i t y  w a s  i n  no way  e n h a n c e d  by t h e  

e d u c a t i o n a l  e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  1920*s.  As A l f r e d  

K a z i n  o b s e r v e d ,  " n o t h i n g  w a s  s o  d e a d  i n  1920 a s  t h e  

c r u s a d i n g  s p i r i t  o f  1910 . "39  L i k e w i s e ,  Dewey’s g o a l  o f  a 

t r a n s f o r m e d  Amer ica  had been compromised by a s o c i e t y  t h a t  

had t u r n e d  away from t h e  r e f o r m a t i o n  o f  c o l l e c t i v e  c u l t u r e  

t o  i n d i v i d u a l  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  g r a t i f i c a t i o n  w h e re  even  

" ma l ad j u s t m e n t  became a s i g n  o f  g r a c e .

Dewey h a d  s e t  t h e  s t a n d a r d  f o r  w h a t  A m e r i c a n  

e d u c a t i o n  c o u l d  be i n  a s c i e n t i f i c ,  i n d u s t r i a l  d e m o c r a c y .  

He had p o s i t e d  t h e  p r o g r e s s i v e  t e a c h e r  as  t h e  m o r a l  a g e n t  

o f  an e r a  which cou ld  l e a d  t o  t h e  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  Amer i ca ' s  

p r o m i s e .  He h a d  e v e n  c r e a t e d  t h e  m i l i e u  f o r  t h a t  

e n t e r p r i s e  i n  t h e  e x p e r i m e n t a l  s c h o o l . H e  d i s p l a y e d  a 

r o m a n t i c i s m  and o p t i mi s m a bou t  Amer i ca ' s  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  t h a t  

p romi sed  a l i m i t l e s s  f u t u r e  f o r  mankind.  Dewey sough t  t o  

r e d e f i n e  t h e  ways in  which p e r s on  t o  pe r s on  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  

e s t a b l i s h e d  and endured  a m i d s t  t h e  b l o s so mi ng  t ech no l o gy  o f  

t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y . H e  r e f u s e d  t o  a c k n o w l e d g e  t h a t  

t h e r e  e x i s t e d  w i t h i n  man an e v i l  which b r i n g s  human b e i n gs  

a l w a y s  t o  t r a g e d y .  The k i n d  o f  e v i l  t h a t  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  

t y p e  o f  t r a g e d y  t h a t  had been t h e  focus  o f  man’s s p i r i t u a l  

and p o e t i c  e x p r e s s i o n  f o r  t wo  t h o u s a n d  y e a r s .  Dewey’s
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l a b o r i o u s l y  c r a f t e d  books and h i s  p o l e m i c a l  j o u r n a l i s m  in 

t h e  New Rep ub l i c  were  a lways  d i r e c t e d  a t  man t h e  good,  man 

t h e  s o l v e r  o f  w ha t e v e r  p rob l ems  l a y  be tween  him and a more 

p e r f e c t  s o c i e t y .  H i s  o c c a s i o n a l  d a r k  n i g h t  o f  t h e  s o u l ,  

f o r  s u r e l y  he had t h e m ,  m u s t  h av e  b e e n  d a r k  i n d e e d .  The 

s p e c t i c a l  o f  h i s  e d u c a t i o n a l  t h e o r i e s  b e i n g  m i s un d e r s t o o d ,  

m i s a p p l i e d ,  m a n g l e d ,  b u t  a l w a y s  i n  h i s  name,  m u s t  have  

t e s t e d  h i s  r e s e r v o i r  o f  s t r e n g t h  and o p t i mi s m as  he near ed  

s e v e n t y  a t  t h e  c l o s e  o f  t h e  1920' s .

When H a r o l d  Rugg,  a r c h i t e c t  t u r n e d  e d u c a t i o n i s t ,  

would w r i t e  o f  t h e  " c h i l d - c e n t e r e d "  s c h o o l  i n  1929,  i t  was 

a n n o u n c i n g  an a c c o m p l i s h e d  f a c t  i n  e x p e r i m e n t a l  c i r c l e s .  

The e m p h a s i s  on t h e  c h i l d ' s  e m o t i o n a l  and p s y c h o l o g i c a l  

d e v e l o p m e n t ,  t h e  r e l e a s e  o f  t h e  b o u n d l e s s  c r e a t i v e  and 

a r t i s t i c  e n e r g y  o f  c h i l d h o o d ,  t h e  p s e u d o - P l a t o n i c  b e l i e f  

t h a t  c h i l d r e n  c ou l d  g a i n  knowledge a b ou t  t h e  wor ld  t h r o ug h  

a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  a l l  r e p r e s e n t e d  a 

k i nd  o f  s o c i a l  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  f e r m e n t e d  by i n d i v i d u a l s  who 

m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  i l l  a t  e a s e  w i t h  t h e m s e l v e s  and t h e i r  

w o r l d . ^3

A l v i n  J o h n s o n ,  a New R e p u b l i c  e d i t o r ,  w r o t e  a 

p r o f i l e  o f  t h e  Walden School ,  one o f  t h e  p r o g e n i t o r s  o f  t he  

d e c a d e ' s  f l a w s .  T h i s  1923  a r t i c l e  e x e m p l i f i e d  how 

u n c r i t i c a l l y  t h e  magazine  approached  t h e  new t w i s t  w i t h i n  

t h e  new e d u c a t i o n .  J o h n s o n  w a x e d ,  i f  n o t  e l o q u e n t ,  

c e r t a i n l y  e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  a b o u t  t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  M a r g r e t
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N au mb er g ' s  s c h o o l .  Naumberg ,  a s o c i a l i s t ,  a f o l l o w e r  o f  

Dewey and M a r i e  M o n t e s s o r i ,  had gone  t o  Eu ro p e  b e f o r e  t h e  

war  t o  s t u d y  w i t h  C a r l  J u n g .  She b e g an  t h e  d e c a d e  o f  t h e  

t w e n t i e s  w i t h  a t h r e e - y e a r  s t i n t  on t h e  c ou ch  o f  A. A. 

B r i l l .  Her  i m m e r s i o n  i n  p s y c h o a n a l y s i s  l e d  t o  t h e  

e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  h e r  s c h o o l  a t  34 Wes t  6 8 t h  S t r e e t  i n  New 

York Ci t y .

"As t h e  t w i g  i s  b e n t ,  so i s  t h e  t r e e  i n c l i n e d "  was 

t h e  maxim t h a t  had g u i d e d  t h e  o l d  e d u c a t i o n .  At  t h e  Walden  

s c h o o l ,  t h e  o b j e c t  would  be t o  bend t h e  t w i g  n o t  a t  a l l .  

"The c h i l d r e n  mu s t  have  a c h a n c e  t o  grow s t r a i g h t .  T h i s  

means t h a t  s e l f - e x p r e s s i o n  and s e l f - d i r e c t i o n  must  be t h e  

b a s i s  o f  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  s c h e m e . N a u m b e r g  o b s e r v e d  

c h i l d r e n  b e i n g  s t a n d a r d i z e d ,  t h e  i n s i d i o u s  r e s u l t  o f  

" s o c i a l i z a t i o n . "  S c h o o l i n g ' s  main  e f f e c t  had be en  t h e  

p r u n i n g  away o f  u n d e s i r a b l e  t r a i t s ,  b u t  t h i s  would  n o t  be 

t h e  way a t  Walden.

W h i l e  w o r k i n g  w i t h  o l d e r  c h i l d r e n  t h a n  C a r o l i n e  

P r a t t ,  Naumberg e n v i s i o n e d  h e r  s c h o o l  someday  t a k i n g  

c h i l d r e n  a t  s i x  mo n t h s  i n  o r d e r  f o r  t h e  c h i l d  t o  have  e v e r y  

o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  f o l l o w  h i s  "own n a t u r a l  i n t e r e s t s . "  Johnson 

w r o t e  p r o u d l y ,  " N a t u r a l l y  t h e r e  i s  no r o om i n  M i s s  

Naumberg' s  scheme o f  i n s t r u c t i o n  f o r  t h e  t e x t b o o k ,  t h e  s e t  

t a s k ,  t h e  r i g i d  s t a n d a r d . I n s t e a d ,  t h e  t e a c h e r  ac t ed  as 

mo d e ra t o r  o f  c o n f l i c t i n g  p e r s o n a l i t i e s .  She "wove work and 

p l a y  t o g e t h e r  . . .  t h e  Walden t e a c h e r  o f t e n  l e a d s  b u t  n e v e r
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d r i v e s  . . . .  The  c h i l d  m u s t  w a n t  t o  be  l e d  b e f o r e  t h e  

t e a c h e r ' s  f u n c t i o n  can be e x e r c i s e d .

The c h i l d r e n  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  d i s c i p l i n e d  t h e m s e l v e s  

and e a c h  o t h e r .  J o h n s o n  t h o u g h t  i t  m o s t  l i k e  t h e  a d u l t  

wor ld .  There  was no "goose s t e p "  t o  be found in t h e  Walden 

S c h o o l . ^7 The pu r pose  o f  t h e  schoo l  was t o  f i n d  t h e  way t o  

f u l f i l l  e a c h  c h i l d ' s  p e r s o n a l i t y  w i t h o u t  " m u t i l a t i o n , "  

" s u b o r d i n a t i o n , "  o r  " d o c i l i t y . " ^ ®  J o h n s o n  c o n c l u d e d  by 

w r i t i n g  t h a t  " such e x p e r i m e n t s  . . .  t e a c h  us how t o  b r i n g  up 

c h i l d r e n  a d a p t e d  t o  s o c i a l  l i f e  w i t h o u t  h a v i n g  b e e n  

s u b j e c t e d  t o  t h e  m u t i l a t i o n s  and d i s t o r t i o n s  t h a t  make 

s o c i a l  l i f e  b a r r e n  and d i s e a s e d . "^9

In  F e b r u a r y ,  1924,  t h e  New Repub l i c  r e p o r t e d  on y e t  

a n o t h e r  i n n o v a t i o n .  The D a l t o n  P l a n  was c o n c e i v e d  by 

H e l en  P a r k h u r s t  o u t  o f  b i t s  o f  t h e o r y  g a r n e r e d  f r om t h e  

M o n t e s s o r i  me t hod  and t h e  work o f  F r e d e r i c k  Burk o f  t h e  

C a l i f o r n i a  S t a t e  Normal  S c h o o l .  I n  t h i s  a r t i c l e  by Agnes 

De Li ma ,  t h e  s o c i a l  w o r k e r  a c t i v i s t ,  s h e  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  

P a r k h u r t ' s  m e t h o d  a s  " p r o v i d i n g  a d e q u a t e  i n d i v i d u a l  

i n s t r u c t i o n "  f o r  l a r g e  c l a s s e s . 50 T h i s  i n n o v a t i o n  was 

g e n e r a l l y  one o f  method.  I t  p r ov i ded  f o r  t h e  now f a m i l i a r  

i n d i v i d u a l i z a t i o n  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n  by p a c k e t s  o r  w o rk s he e t s ,  

a l l o w i n g  each s t u d e n t  t o  work a t  h i s  own pace .  "Except  f o r  

c e r t a i n  g r o u p  a c t i v i t i e s , t h e  c h i l d r e n  work  e n t i r e l y  as  

i n d i v i d u a l s ,  and e a c h  c h i l d  i s  s e t  f r e e  t o  c o v e r  t h e  

r e q u i r e d  g r o u n d  a t  w h a t e v e r  h o u r s  and a t  w h a t e v e r  pa c e
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seems b e s t  t o  him."51

Cl a s s rooms  were c a l l e d  l a b o r a t o r i e s ,  each c o n t a i n e d  

a t e a c h e r  o r  " S p e c i a l i s t "  and a l l  t h e  equ i pment  needed f o r  

s t u d y  i n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a .  Bu t  De Lima was c o n c e r n e d  

o v e r  t h e  n e u t r a l i t y  o f  t h e  P l a n  i n  r e g a r d  t o  c u r r i c u l u m .  

"The D a l t on  Plan  i s  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  as  t o  method,"  she w ro te ,  

" n o t  a s  t o  c o n t e n t  o r  a im o f  i n s t r u c t i o n . "52 Oe Lima was 

w o r r i e d  t h a t  "Unles s  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  i s  c a r e f u l l y  a d j u s t e d  

t o  t h e  c h i l d ' s  needs  t h e  p l a n  might  become t h e  e m p t i e s t  . . .  

o f  p r o c e s s . "  Reform o f  m e t h o d o l o g y  was  n o t  e no u gh .  The 

n e u t r a l i t y  o f  t h e  D a l t o n  P l a n  n e e d e d  t o  be  o b v i a t e d  i n  

o r d e r  t o  " a s s o c i a t e  i t s e l f  w i t h  r e f o r m  t h a t  g o e s  beyond  

m e t h o d . "53 F o r  De Lima t h e  D a l t o n  P l a n  n e e d e d  t o  a l i g n  

i t s e l f  w i t h  t h e  " b e s t  p s y c h o l o g y "  w h i c h  s h e  u n d e r s t o o d  t o  

mean r e f o r m  o f  a p o l i t i c a l  and s o c i a l  n a t u r e . 5^

These e x p e r i m e n t a l  s c h o o l s  which were  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  

become  t h e  " o u t p o s t s  o f  a humane c i v i l i z a t i o n "  w e r e ,  a s  

Lawrence Cremin n o t e d ,  o f t e n  a r e n a s  where " l i c e n s e  began t o  

p a s s  f o r  l i b e r t y ,  p l a n l e s s n e s s  f o r  s p o n t a n e i t y ,  

r e c a l c i t r a n c e  f o r  i n d i v i d u a l i t y ,  o b f u s c a t i o n  f o r  a r t  and 

c h a o s  f o r  e d u c a t i o n . "55  i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h a t  d i s m a l  

a s s e s s m e n t  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  l a b o r a t o r y  a t  Te a ch e r s  Co l l ege  

was i n t e r e s t i n g  f o r  i t s  g e n u i n e  p e d e g o g i c a l  e f f o r t s .  In  

1924 t h e  New R e p u b l i c  p r o f i l e d  t h e  L i n c o l n  S c h o o l ,  g i v i n g  

i t s  u s u a l  g l o w i n g  a p p r a i s a l  f o r  t h i n g s  d i f f e r e n t .  

E l i z a b e t h  V i n cen t  obs e r ved  t h a t  t h e  common p o i n t  among a l l
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p r o g r e s s i v e  s c h o o l s  was "They h a v e  a b a n d o n e d  t h e  o l d  

e d u c a t i o n  in  t h e  same p r a c t i c a l ,  h u m a n i t a r i a n  s p i r i t ,  and 

t u r n e d  away f rom t h e  sys t em t o  t h e  c h i l d .

The L i n c o l n  S c h o o l  c o r r e c t l y  saw i t s  p u r p o s e  as  

d e t e r m i n i n g  what  was a u s e f u l  e d u c a t i o n .  The f a c u l t y  was 

t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  "what  t h e  c h i l d  needs  t o  know." Toward 

t h a t  end,  V i n c en t  d e t a i l e d  t h e  f o u r  c a r d i n a l  p o i n t s  o f  t h e  

L i n c o l n  S c h o o l  p h i l o s o p h y .  F o r e m o s t ,  was t h e  i d e a  t h a t  

e d u c a t i o n  had no v a l u e  i f  i t  was n o t  i m m e d i a t e l y  i m p o r t a n t  

t o  t h e  c h i l d .  E d u c a t i o n  c o u l d  n o t  " m e r g e  i n t o  h i s  

p e r m a n e n t  u s a b l e  e x p e r i e n c e "  u n l e s s  i t  was i n t r i n s i c a l l y  

i m p o r t a n t . 57

The s e c o n d  and t h i r d  p o i n t s  w e r e  t h a t  e d u c a t i o n  

s hou l d  n o t  be broken i n t o  a r t i f i c a l  c om p ar t me n t s ,  and t h a t  

l e a r n i n g  s h o u l d  o c c u r  t h r o u g h  a l l  t h e  s e n s e s ,  n o t  o n l y  

t h r o u g h  t h e  e y e s  and e a r s .  Rea l  l i f e  e x p e r i e n c e  t h u s  

e n c o u n t e r e d  an d  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  c h i l d  w o u l d  

c o n s t i t u t e  l e a r n i n g .  F o u r t h ,  " a c t u a l  f r e e d o m  and  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  a c t u a l  g r o u p - l i f e  . . .  a r e  t h e  o n l y  sound 

t r a i n i n g  f o r  ma k i ng  s e l f - c o n t r o l l e d ,  r e s p o n s i b l e  p u b l i c -  

s p i r i t e d  c i t i z e n s  o f  a d e m o c r a t i c  c o u n t r y ."58

These were  p o i n t s  o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  t h e o r y  which John 

Dewey could  c e r t a i n l y  a c c e p t :  t h e  e mphas i s  on t h e  c h i l d ' s  

i n t e r e s t s ,  l e a r n i n g  by d o i n g ,  e d u c a t i o n  a s  a m i c r o c o s m  o f  

t h e  l a r g e r  s o c i e t y ,  and t r a i n i n g  f o r  s o c i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  

Even more t o  Dewey' s  l i k i n g  would have been t h e  r e c o g n i t i o n
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by t h e  L i n c o l n  S c h o o l  s t a f f  t h a t  t h e y  w er e  e x p e r i m e n t i n g .

A g e n u i n e  a t t e m p t  was  b e i n g  made t o  c o m p i l e  d a t a  on how 

c h i l d r e n  l e a r n .  "The L i n c o l n  S c h o o l  t r e a d s  c a r e f u l l y ,  i f  

f e a r l e s s l y  on s t r a n g e  g r o u n d , "  V i n c e n t  w r o t e . 59 L i n c o l n  

even a t t e m p t e d  f o l l o w - u p  s t u d i e s  o f  fo r mer  s t u d e n t s .

I n t e r - d i s c i p l i n a r y  c o u r s e s  were e s t a b l i s h e d ,  L a t i n  

and Greek were r e p l a c e d  by F r ench ,  and a t t e m p t s  were made 

t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  t h e  manual  a r t s ,  a l l  w h i l e  g i v i n g  t h e  c h i l d  

t h e  s u f f i c i e n t  t r a i n i n g  n e e d e d  t o  p a s s  t h e  n e w l y  

e s t a b l i s h e d  C o l l e g e  B o a r d s .  T h e r e  w er e  even  a number  o f  

t r a d i t i o n a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  r e t a i n e d  i n  t h e  m e t h o d o l o g y .  

D r i l l  was acknowledged as a u s e f u l  t o o l ,  i f  n o t  ove r  done.

A r a t h e r  s t a r t l i n g  a d m i s s i o n ,  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  e r a ,  was t h a t  

L i n c o l n  School  "does  n o t  c a r r y  t h e  i n t e r e s t  d o c t r i n e  so f a r  

t h a t  i t s  p u p i l s  l e a r n  n o t h i n g  t hey  do no t  want  to . "50

E l i z a b e t h  V i n c e n t ' s  a r t i c l e  d e t a i l e d  a noble  a t t e m p t  

t o  do t h e  k i n d  o f  e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n  John  Dewey had i n  mind.. 

Here was a s c h o o l  which had n o t  dogmat i zed  i t s  approach  t o  

e d u c a t i o n .  W i t h i n  t h e  r a t h e r  b r o a d  o u t l i n e  o f  Dewey ' s  

t h o u g h t  t h e y  were  s e a r c h i n g  f o r  t h e  b e s t  ways,  t h e  optimum 

t e c h n i q u e s ,  t h e  m o s t  b e n e f i c i a l  c u r r i c u l u m  f o r  A m e r i c a ' s  

c h i l d r e n .  But ,  even a t  L i n co l n  School  in  1924 t h e r e  was an 

example  o f  t h e  d readed  a t t e m p t  t o  be " s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  up to  

d a t e . "  I n  one  o f  t h e  m o s t  f a s c i n a t i n g  and r e v e a l i n g  

s t a t e m e n t s  e n c o u n t e r e d  i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  s t u d y ,  

E l i z a b e t h  V i n c e n t  a l l  t o o  w e l l  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f
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t h e  newes t  member o f  t h e  L i n c o l n  School  S t a f f ;

In  one room o f  t h e  L i n c o l n  School ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  l i k e  
a c o u r t  a s t r o l o g e r  i n  h i s  t o w e r ,  s i t s  t h e  s c h o o l  
p s y c h o l o g i s t  s u r r ounded  by he r  m y s t i c  d a t a .  ^

H e r e  i n  a c l a r i o n  v o i c e  i s  t h e  t r u e  p e r c e p t i o n  o f

psycho l ogy ,  and by e x t e n s i o n  s c i e n c e ,  by t h e  p u b l i c  o f  t he

1 9 2 0 ’s I t  i s  p s y c h o l o g y  a s  s e e n  by G r e e n w i c h  V i l l a g e r s

l o o k i n g  f o r  a panacea  f o r  t h e i r  t h w a r t e d  s e l f - e x p r e s s i o n .

S c i e n c e ,  e x p e r i e n c e d  as  a r e l i g i o n ,  w h i c h  m i g h t  somehow

a l t e r  t h a t  "human c o n d i t i o n "  t r a d i t i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n  had s a i d

was i mmutab le .  Edu ca t i on  which had t r a d i t i o n a l l y  sough t  t o

e n l i v e n  t h e  i n t e l l e c t ,  and s c i e n c e  which had emerged from

myt h  t o  be  g r o u n d e d  on o b s e r v a t i o n ,  h a d ,  i n  one  s e n t e n c e ,

b ee n  a l i g n e d  w i t h  t h e  i r r a t i o n a l  and s u p e r s t i t i o u s .  The

v e r y  q u a l i t i e s  mank i nd  had s t r i v e d  t wo  t h o u s a n d  y e a r s  t o

overcome.

The  Neji E e g u b l l c  r a r e l y  e n t e r t a i n e d  o p p o s i n g  

o p i n i o n s  i n  i t s  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  r e f o r m  o f  p r i m a r y  and  

s e c o n d a r y  e d u c a t i o n .  Howeve r ,  t wo  e a r l y  a r t i c l e s  show a 

d i v e r g e n c e  o f  o p i n i o n  abou t  t h e  c o n t e n t  o f  a new e d u c a t i o n .  

In  1916 E l i z a b e t h  S e r g e a n t  posed a q u e s t i o n  in t h e  t i t l e  o f  

h e r  a r t i c l e .  She a s k e d ,  " W h a t ' s  i n  a P a g o d a ? " ^ ^  The 

answer  was t h e  Phebe Anna Thorne  Open Ai r  Model School  f o r  

G i r l s .  E s t a b l i s h e d  by Bryn Mawr C o l l e g e ,  t h e  f u n c t i o n  o f  

t h e  s ch o o l  was t o  p r e p a r e  young l a d i e s  f o r  e n t r y  i n t o  t h a t  

p r e s t i g t i o u s  i n s t i t u t i o n .  What was un i que  was t h a t  every  

e f f o r t  had b e en  made t o  u t i l i z e  t h e  new t e c h n i q u e s  o f
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e d u c a t i o n ,  b u t  a s  a p p l i e d  t o  a c l a s s i c a l  c u r r i c u l u m .  

S e r g e a n t  o bs e r v ed ,  " i t  i s  no t  t h e  c l a s s i c a l  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  

t h a t  s h o u l d  be  m o d i f i e d  b u t  t h e  me t hod  by w h i c h  t h a t  

s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  i s  a c q u i r e d .

The s c h o o l ' s  d i r e c t o r , " a  d i s c i p l e  o f  Dr .Dewey, "  had 

c r e a t e d  t h e  " w a r m "  a nd  " f r i e n d l y "  a t m o s p h e r e  o f  a 

p r o g r e s s i v e  s c h o o l ,  a l l  f o r  g i r l s  s t u d y i n g  L a t i n  and Greek,  

advanced m a t h em a t i c s  and h i s t o r y .  The s t u d e n t s  governed t he  

s c h o o l .  Te a ch e r s  f l o a t e d  a bou t  t h e  c l a s s r o o m - s i z e d  pagoda 

b u i l d i n g s ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  b e i n g  e n s c o n s e d  a t  t h e i r  d e s k s .  

There  was a d e -e mp h as i s  on t e x t b o o k s  and on w r i t i n g .  Yet ,  

w r o t e  S e r g e a n t ,  " I n  t h i s  s c h o o l  i n t e l l e c t u a l  c u r i o s i t y  

p l a y s  l i k e  l i g h t n i n g  around t h e  room, runs  l i k e  q u i c k s i l v e r  

t h r o u g h  t h e  v e i n s  o f  every  s c h o l a r .

T h i s  " c o l l e g e  i n  e m b r y o "  w a s  u n i q u e  among  t h e  

e x p e r i m e n t a l  s c h o o l s  covered  by t h e  New R e p u b l i c . I t  was a 

d e - p o l i t i c i z e d  v e r s i o n  o f  J ohn  Dewey.  The Phebe  Anna 

T h o r n e  Open A i r  Model  S c h o o l  f o r  G i r l s  was a b l e  t o  s i d e ­

s t e p  t h e  c r i t i c i s m  o f  a n t i - i n t e l l e c t u a l i s m ,  and o f  w a s t i n g  

c h i l d r e n ' s  t i m e ,  c h a r g e s  w h i c h  m o s t  o f  t h e  o t h e r  

e x p e r i m e n t a l  s c h o o l s  f e l l  v i c t i m .

The o t h e r  i t e m o f  d i v e r g e n c e  f rom t h e  New R e p u b l i c ' s  

p a r t y  l i n e  t o w a r d  t h e  new e d u c a t i o n  was  a m a r v e l o u s l y  

e n t e r t a i n i n g  r e a c t i o n  t o  Abraham F l e x n e r ' s  book,  A Modern 

S c h o o l . The a r t i c l e  was w r i t t e n  by E d i t h  Hami l t on ,  a w e l l  

known c l a s s i c i s t  and s c h o l a r .  She w r o t e  w i t h  cha r m and
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e r u d i t i o n  a bou t  he r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  modern s c h o o l i n g .  She 

o b s e r v e d  t h a t  " T h i s  new s c h o o l  . . .  i s  t o  t e a c h  wh a t  i s  

’ r e a l '  and d i s m i s s  w h a t  i s  ' f o r m a l . ' "  The s c h o o l s  o f  t h e  

F l e x n e r  t y p e ,  she  imag i ned ,  would be f i l l e d  w i t h  " c h i l d r e n ,  

n e v e r  d u l l  and n e v e r  l a z y ,  g a i n i n g  s p o n t a n e o u s l y  . . .  an 

i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  wor ld  t hey  a r e  l i v i n g  in."G5

However,  a s  " s c h o o l m i s t r e s s "  Hami l ton  r e f l e c t e d  on 

Mr. F l e x n e r ' s  book s h e  " f o u n d  a c e r t a i n  m i s t r u s t  o f  t h e  

i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  t h i s  new e d u c a t i o n "  s t i r r i n g  w i t h i n  h e r .  

Tr y i ng  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h i s  a p p r e h e n s i o n  she  r e c a l l e d  s e v e r a l  

a r t i c l e s  o f  R a n d o l p h  B o u r n e ,  a f e l l o w - t r a v e l e r  o f  

F l e x n e r ' s ,  who a l s o  c a l l e d  f o r  a r e d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  f o r ma l  in 

e d u c a t i o n .  A f t e r  a n o t h e r  p e r s u a l  o f  The Mo d e r n  S c h o o l  

H a m i l t o n  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  F l e x n e r ' s  s c h o o l  wou l d  be  a p l a c e  

" w h e r e  d u l l n e s s  h a s  b e en  b a n i s h e d ,  w h e r e  d i s c i p l i n e  i s  no 

more ,  and a t t e n t i o n  i s  a s  i n v o l u n t a r y  a s  a t  a m o v i n g -  

p i c t u r e  show. I n  b r i e f  t h e n ,  t h e  k e y no t e  o f  t h e  new e duca ­

t i o n  i s  i n t e r e s t ,  n o t  d i s c i p l i n e ;  t h e  a i m i s  e f f i c i e n c y ,  

no t  k n o w l e d g e . H a m i l t o n  t h e n  o bs e r ved  t h a t  F l e x n e r  and 

Bourne were  p r o b ab l y  more conce rned  a bo u t  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  of  

boys .  Boys who a f t e r  an " i n t e r e s t i n g "  s ch o o l  c a r e e r  w i l l  be 

a p p r o p r i a t e l y  d i s c i p l i n e d  by t h e  wor l d  o f  work.  But what  

o f  t h e  g i r l s ?  "When,  t h e r e f o r e ,  a g i r l  l e a v e s  t h e  s c h o o l  

o f  i n t e r e s t i n g  a c t i v i t y  what  w i l l  l i f e  do f o r  h e r  compar ­

a b l e  t o  w h a t  i t  w i l l  do f o r  t h e  boy i n  r e q u i r i n g  c o n c e n t r a ­

t i o n ,  a c c u r a c y ,  . . .  and t h e  p o we r  t o  do h a r d  w o r k ? " ^ 7  To
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s o l v e  t h a t  d i l e m m a  H a m i l t o n  b e g g e d ,  " l e t  u s  k e e p  t h e  o l d  

e d u c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  g i r l s  u n t i l  t h e  new s c h o o l  f o r  t h e  boys  

h a s  p r o v e d  t h a t  F r e n c h  de man d s  a s  much c l e a r  t h i n k i n g  as  

L a t i n .  Give up m a t h e m a t i c s  f o r  t h e  boys  b u t  l e t  us keep i t  

f o r  t h e  g i r l s . "  A n d , o f  c o u r s e ,  e v e r y o n e  knew t h a t  g i r l s  

s h o u l d  p o s s e s s  d i s c i p l i n e ,  so i t  m i g h t  be  w i s e ,  H a m i l t o n  

t h o u g h t ,  t o  keep t h a t  f o r  t h e  g i r l s  too.^®

H a m i l t o n ' s  a r t i c l e ,  w r i t t e n  i n  1917,  conc l uded  w i t h  

t h e  a d m o n i t i o n  t h a t  " b e f o r e  t h e  g a t e s  o f  e x c e l l e n c e  t h e  

h i g h  g o d s  h av e  p l a c e d  s w e a t . "  A q u a n t i t y  E d i t h  H a m i l t o n  

t h o u g h t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  l a c k i n g  i n  t h e  mode r n  s c h o o l .  

Whatever  t h e  new e d u c a t i o n  might  l a c k , i t  would n e v e r  l a c k  

t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  New R e p u b l i c . The l o w e r  e d u c a t i o n  

wou ld  a l w a y s  be  o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  t h e  m a g a z i n e ,  b u t  t h e  l a s t  

h a l f  o f  t h e  1 9 2 0 ' s  b r o u g h t  a s h i f t  o f  e m p h a s i s  t o w a r d  t h e  

r e f o r m o f  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n .
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CHAPTER IV 

COLLEGE AS IT MIGHT BE

W h i l e  t h e  t e n o r  o f  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  p r i m a r y  and  

s e c o n d a r y  e d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  New Repub l i c  was u s u a l l y  r a d i c a l  

and o p t i m i s t i c ,  t h e  p r e d i c a m e n t  o f  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  b r o u g h t  

o u t  t h e  " J e r e m i a h s "  a m o n g  t h e  p e d a g o g i c  p u n d i t s .  

E s p e c i a l l y  b l e a k  a f t e r  Wor l d  War I  was  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  t h e  

Amer ican  l i b e r a l  a r t s  c o l l e g e .  The f a s t - p a c e d  deve l opment  

o f  t e c h n i c a l  s c h o o l s  and p r o f e s s i o n a l  s c h o o l s  made t h e  

e x i s t e n c e  o f  such  a q u a i n t  i n s t i t u t i o n  as  t h e  l i b e r a l  a r t s  

c o l l e g e  p r o b l e m a t i c  a t  b e s t  and o u t r i g h t  un-Amer ican and an 

i n e f f i c i e n t  wa s t e  o f  t i m e  a t  w o r s t .  The t h r u s t  o f  t h e  New 

R e p u b l i c ' s  c o v e r ag e  o f  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  was t h e  s c r a m b l e  by 

p r o p o n e n t s  o f  l i b e r a l  e d u c a t i o n  t o  j u s t i f y  and  make  

r e l e v a n t  t h e i r  k i n d  o f  e d u c a t i o n  f o r  t w e n t i e t h - c e n t u r y  

Amer i ca .  And, w h i l e  t h e  c o v e r a ge  was f a r - r e a c h i n g ,  i t  was 

n e v e r  a b l e  t o  r i s e  a bo v e  t h e  p e s s i m i s t i c  f e e l i n g  t h a t  a 

l o s i n g  b a t t l e  was  b e i n g  wa ged .  Words  l i k e  "doom" and 

" d e s p a i r , "  and " a r c h a i c "  and " m e d i e v a l "  o c c u r  r e p e a t e d l y  

i n  a r t i c l e s  by w r i t e r s  w a n t i n g  d e s p e r a t e l y  f o r  t h e  r e a d e r  

t o  be  c o n v i n c e d  o f  t h e  ne ed  f o r  l i b e r a l  c o l l e g e s  i n  t h e  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  T h a t  t h e  " l a d y  d o t h  p r o t e s t  t o o  much"
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q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  w r i t i n g  g a ve  away t h e  g e n e r a l  f e e l i n g  o f  a 

h o p e l e s s  cause  does  no t  make t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  t h e s e  s c h o l a r l y  

and h u m a n i s t i c  men any l e s s  t o u c h i n g .  And,  f o r  t h o s e ,  

i n c l u d i n g  t h i s  w r i t e r ,  who b e l i e v e  t h a t  l i b e r a l  l e a r n i n g  i s  

s t i l l  t h e  h a l l m a r k  o f  e d u c a t i o n  and t h e  d e s i r e d  g oa l  f o r  a 

d e m o c r a t i c  s o c i e t y ,  t h e  r e c o r d  o f  t h e  f i g h t  f o r  l i b e r a l  

e d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  p a g e s  o f  t h e  fiesi R e p u b l i c  i s  a s ad  and 

f r u s t r a t i n g  c h a p t e r  in  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  Amer ican e d u c a t i o n .

B u t ,  b e f o r e  e x a m i n i n g  t h o s e  w r i t i n g s  t h e r e  i s  a 

c r u c i a l  and s u r p r i s i n g  q u e s t i o n  t h a t  m u s t  be a s k e d .  Why 

was  t h e  New R e p u b l i c  l e n d i n g  s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  c a u s e  o f  

l i b e r a l  e d u c a t i o n ?  T h i s ,  a f t e r  a l l ,  was t h e  magazine w i t h  

t h e  f e r v e n t  p r a g m a t i c  p o i n t  o f  v i e w .  T h i s  m a g a z i n e  

e s c h e w e d  t h e  f o r m a l  w i t h i n  e d u c a t i o n ,  d o u b t e d  t h e  

A r i s t o t e l i a n  d i v i s i o n  o f  knowledge ,  and abh o r r e d  a l l  t h i n g s  

t a i n t e d  by E u r o p e a n  a r i s t o c r a c y .  T h i s  s ame New R e p u b l i c  

was  d o i n g  a l l  i t  c o u l d  t o  s a v e  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  

l i b e r a l  a r t s  c o l l e g e !  Why?

S e v e r a l  a n s w e r s  s u g g e s t  t h e m s e l v e s .  I t  may be  as  

s i m p l e  a s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  C r o l y  and Li ppmann  w e r e  H a r v a r d  

men,  a nd ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  John  Dewey was an a c a d e m i c  t h r o u g h  and 

t h r o u g h .  The o l d  c o l l e g e  t i e  o f  l i b e r a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  even  

f o r  p r a g m a t i s t s ,  c a n  c o l l a r  a man f o r  l i f e .  A m o r e  

r e a l i s t i c  a n s w e r  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  New R e p u b l i c ' s  

s u p p o r t  o f  l i b e r a l  e d u c a t i o n  can  be  f o u n d  i n  t h e  o n g o i n g  

q u e s t  f o r  an A m e r i c a n  c u l t u r e  w h i ch  i s  t h e  t h e m e  o f  

A m e r i c a n  e d u c a t i o n a l  t h o u g h t .  The r e f o r m  o f  l i b e r a l
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e d u c a t i o n  h a d  c r y s t a l i z e d  a r o u n d  C h a r l e s  E l i o t ' s  

i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  e l e c t i v e  sys t em a t  Harvard b eg i nn in g  in 

1 869.  T h i s  much c o p i e d  l o o s e n i n g  o f  t h e  g r i p  o f  t h e  

c l a s s i c a l  c u r r i c u l u m  was e a g e r l y  a c c e p t e d  and i m m e d ia t e l y  

abused by s t u d e n t s  and i n s t i t u t i o n s  a l i k e .  Whi le  t h i s  new 

s y s t e m  d i d  f r e e  t h e  s t u d e n t  i t  e f f e c t i v e l y  d e s t r o y e d  t h e  

b a s i c  p r e mi s e  o f  l i b e r a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t he  

u n i t y  o f  k n o w l e d g e .  S u d d e n l y  i t  s eemed  t h a t  c o l l e g e  

d e g re e s  became an a c c o u n t i n g  o f  a s t u d e n t ' s  e l e c t i v e s  which 

m i g h t ,  o r  m i g h t  n o t ,  g i v e  him t h e  u n i t y  o f  k n o w l e d g e  as  

l o n g  a s  h i s  c r e d i t s  t a l l y e d  t h e  r e q u i r e d  number  o f  u n i t s  

f o r  g r a d u a t i o n .  Th i s  f a i l u r e  t o  r e t a i n  t h e  c oncep t  o f  t he  

u n i t y  o f  a l l  k n o w l e d g e  was f u r t h e r  s i d e - t r a c k e d  by t h e  

emergence  o f  t h e  s o c i a l  and p h y s i c a l  s c i e n c e s ,  t h e  c r e a t i o n  

o f  s e l f - s e r v i n g  academic  d e p a r t m e n t s ,  and t h e  e x p l o s i o n  o f  

e x t r a - c u r r i c u l a r  a c t i v i t i e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  c o l l e g e  a t h l e t i c s  

w i t h  i t s  s t u d e n t  camp f o l l o w e r s ,  " t h e  r a h - r a h  b o y s . "  

C e r t a i n l y  by t h e  1 9 2 0 ' s  i n  t h e  New R e p u b l i c  t h e  l i b e r a l  

a r t s  c o l l e g e s  f e l t  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  d i s a r r a y .  As c o n s e r v a t o r s  

o f  c u l t u r e ,  t h e y  had l o s t  t h e i r  c u l t u r e .  And, men l i k e  

Croly  and Dewey, who wanted t o  c r e a t e  an American c u l t u r e ,  

f e l t  t h e  da ng er  in t h e  demise  o f  t h e  one i n s t i t u t i o n  which 

c o u l d  one  day  p r o v i d e  t h e  A m e r i c a n i z e d  fo r m o f  W e s t e r n  

c u l t u r e  which must  emerge i f  t h e  democracy was t o  t h r i v e .

Con se qu en t l y ,  t h e  New Repub l i c  was d eep l y  i nvo l ved  

in  t h e  r e s h a p i n g  o f  t h e  l i b e r a l  a r t s  c o l l e g e .  Th e s e  

s c h o o l s  were t h e  p l a c e s  where t h e  new American c u l t u r e ,  in
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a l l  o f  i t s  u n i t y ,  c o u l d  e m e r g e .  I t  i s  t o  t h e  Üew

R e p u b l i c ' s  c r e d i t  t h a t  i t  d i d  n o t  c a p i t u l a t e  t o  t h e

p r o f e s s i o n a l  s c h o o l s  and t r a d e  s c h o o l s  a s  t h e  s o l e  f u t u r e

o f  A m e r i c a n  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n .  By t h e  1 9 2 0s ,  even  t h e  New

Re p u b l i c  was n o t  w i l l i n g  t o  l e t  l i b e r a l  a r t s  c o l l e g e s

become t h e  s o u l e s s  forms  o f  s o c i a l  e f f i c i e n c y  which was t he

l eg ac y  o f  t h e  p r a g m a t i s t s .  Van Wyck Brooks was u n sp a r i n g

in  h i s  o b s e r v a t i o n s  w r i t t e n  i n  1918 c a p t u r i n g  t h e  growing

d i s e n c h a n t m e n t  o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  w i t h  p ragma t i s m:

(The p r a g m a t i s t s )  say t h a t  our  b lood i s  t oo  mixed 
and o u r  a i m s  t o o  d i v e r s e  f o r  us  t o  a c h i e v e  a 
n a t i o n a l  f a i t h  i n  t h e  E u r o p e a n  s e n s e .  But  w ha t  
a r e  t h e y  a b l e  t o  s u g g e s t  a s  a s u b s t i t u t e ?  We ha ve  
no Amer ican c u l t u r e ,  no; b u t  we have an "Amer ican 
s p i r i t , "  . . . .  We h av e  none  o f  t h e  u n i t y  t h a t  g i v e s  
l i f e ,  no;  b u t  we ha ve  a l m o s t  succ umb e d  t o  t h e  
u n i f o r m i t y  t h a t  d e s t r o y s  i t .  Are  t h e y  p l e a s e d  
w i t h  t h i s ?  . . .  h a v e  t h e y  n o t  p r o v e d  t h e m s e l v e s  
b a n k r u p t  i n  s o l u t i o n s ? '

a n d ,

P r a g m a t i s m  h a s  f a i l e d  u s ,  I  s a y ,  b e c a u s e  i t  h a s  
a t t e m p t e d  t o  f i l l  t h e  p l a c e  t h a t  o n l y  a n a t i o n a l  
p o e t r y  can a d e q u a t e l y  f i l l

a n d ,

T h e i r  own ve i n  o f  p o e t r y ,  go lden  i n  W i l l i a m  James ,  
s i l v e r  in John Dewey, r an  t oo  t h i n  . . .  t h e i r  whole 
t r a i n i n g  had gone  t o  make them s t u d e n t s  o f  t h e  
e x i s t i n g  f a c t .  U na b l e  a s  t h e y  w e r e  t o  a l t e r  t h e  
l e v e l  o f  human v i s i o n ,  a l l  t h e y  c o u l d  do was t o  
t a k e  men on t h e  l e v e l  w h e r e  t h e y  a c t u a l l y  f ound  
t hem . . . .  What  i t  a c t u a l l y  d i d  was t o  u n f o l d  . . .  a 
human n a t u r e  t h a t  was e i t h e r  d e t a c h e d  f r om t h e  
s o u r c e s  o f  l i f e  o r  c o n t e n t e d  w i t h  a ve ry  p r i m i t i v e  
r ange  o f  needs  and d e s i r e s . ^

The i d e a l  o f  t h e  l i b e r a l  a r t s  c o l l e g e  was t o  g r a n t  man t he

v i s i o n  and  t h e  p o e t i c  i m a g i n a t i o n  t h a t  t r a n s c e n d e d
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p r i m i t i v e  e x p e r i e n c e .  I f  an A m e r i c a n  c u l t u r e  was t o  

e m e r g e ,  i t  mu s t  t a k e  i n t o  a c c o u n t  t h e  d r y  e f f i c i e n c y  o f  t h e  

Yankee  t r a d e r  and t h e  s o a r i n g  m e t a p h y s i c s  o f  E u r o p e  and 

C h r i s t i a n i t y .  These two e x t r e m es  t h a t  Brooks d e s c r i b e d  as 

" l o wb r o w "  and " h i g h b r o w , "  t h e  two s i d e s  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  

c o i n ,  t h e  two e x t r e m e s  o f  A m e r i c a n  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  w e r e  t h e  

e l e m e n t s  t h a t  m u s t  be mer ged  i n t o  t h e  " m i d d l e b r o w "  w h i ch  

would t hen  become a g en u i ne  American c u l t u r e  and t h e  o b j e c t  

o f  t h e  American l i b e r a l  a r t s  c o l l e g e .

The modern Amer ican l i b e r a l  a r t s  c o l l e g e  i n  1925 was 

s e a r c h i n g  f o r  t h e  " A m e r i c a n  T o t a l i t y "  o f  W a l t  Whi tman .  

S e a r c h i n g  f o r  a way t o  r e t a i n  t h e  wi sdom o f  t h e  a g e s  

w i t h o u t  b e c o m i n g  a n t i - d e m o c r a t i c ,  s e a r c h i n g  f o r  a way t o  

u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  modern  w o r l d  w i t h o u t  b e c o m i n g  c y n i c a l  and 

d r y ,  s e a r c h i n g  f o r  a means o f  i n c o r p o r a t i n g  new knowledge 

w i t h o u t  l o s i n g  i t s  who l enes s  and u n i t y ,  s e a r c h i n g  f o r  t h e  

l i b e r a t i n g  v a l u e  o f  k n o w i n g  a body o f  k n o w l e d g e  w i t h o u t  

b e i n g  d o g m a t i c .  To p a r a p h r a s e  Van Wyck B r o o k s ,  " A m e r i c a ' s  

c o mi n g  o f  a g e "  c o u l d  be  a be  a c h i e v e d  o n l y  t o  t h e  d e g r e e  

t h a t  t h e  A m e r i c a n  l i b e r a l  a r t s  c o l l e g e  was  a b l e  t o  s o l v e  

t h e  d i l e m m a  o f  i t s  p u r p o s e ,  m a k i n g  t h e  i d e a l  o f  t h e  

l i b e r a l l y  e d u c a t e d  p e r s o n  t h e  g o a l  f o r  a d e m o c r a t i c  

s o c i e t y .
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The c o m m e n t a t o r  was f i r m  i n  h i s  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  t h e  

c o l l e g e  g e n e r a t i o n .  "To have  a good t i m e  i s  t h e  g r e a t  

a m b i t i o n  o f  t h i s  g roup,  and t h e  ' good'  may o f t e n  be w r i t t e n  

w i t h  a q u e s t i o n  mark." He had surveyed  one hundred c o l l e g e  

s t u d e n t s  t o  f i n d  o u t  what  t hey  knew about  t h e  " o u t s t a n d i n g  

f i g u r e s  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  human r a c e , "  and t o  d i s c o v e r  

t h e i r  a c q u a i n t a n c e  w i t h  t h e  " o u t s t a n d i n g  f a c t s  o f  p r e s e n t -  

day  c i v i l i z a t i o n . " ^  He knew t h e y  w er e  h a v i n g  a good t i m e  

b e c a u s e  t h e y  c e r t a i n l y  w er e  n o t  s t u d y i n g .  I n  t h i s  1926 

s u r v e y  f o r  t h e  New R e p u b l i c , o n l y  5 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  o n e -  

h u n d r e d  c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s  c o u l d  c o r r e c t l y  i d e n t i f y  P l a t o .  

T h i r t e e n  p e r  c e n t  knew F e s t a l o z z i ,  h o w e v e r ,  mo s t  t h o u g h t  

h im an I t a l i a n  p a i n t e r  o f  t h e  f o u r t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  S o l o n  

was  t h o u g h t  t o  be  a "Hebrew d a n c e r "  by one good t i m e  

s c h o l a r ,  w h i l e  C r o m w e l l  was i d e n t i f i e d  a s  an A m e r i c a n  

p r o h i b i t i o n i s t  by a n o t h e r .  No s t u d e n t  was a b l e  t o  name 

" s e v e r a l  R u s s i a n  w r i t e r s "  and o n l y  f o u r  c o u l d  name f i v e  

I t a l i a n  p a i n t e r s .  When a s k e d ,  "What  do you c o n s i d e r  t h e  

m o s t  u s e f u l  r e c e n t  i n v e n t i o n s ? "  a n s w e r s  i n c l u d e d  t h e  

a u t o m o b i l e ,  r a d i o ,  r a d i u m ,  i n s u l i n  and t h e  " M a r c e l l e  

Waves. "^

The i n v e n t i o n  o f  a me t hod  f o r  c u r l i n g  women' s  h a i r  

p roved  no s a l v a t i o n  i n  t h e  d e s p e r a t e  e f f o r t  by l i b e r a l  a r t s  

c o l l e g e s  t o  r e - e s t a b l i s h  c o n t r o l  o v e r  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n .  

Nor was  t h e  c a u s e  f o r w a r d e d  by t h e  f i r s t  m a j o r  a r t i c l e  on
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h i g h e r  l e a r n i n g  i n  t h e  New R e p u b l i c .  I n  1 9 1 8 ,  t h e  

m y s t e r i o u s  P h i l o n o u s  w r o t e  " Th e  Need f o r  a M od e r n  

U n i v e r s i t y . "  He b e l i e v e d  t h a t  u n i v e r s i t i e s  h a d ,  f o r  t o o  

l ong ,  been c o n t r o l l e d  by an o u t d a t e d  body o f  knowledge,  by 

t h e o l o g i c a l  dogma, and a mora l  p r u d i s h n e s s  t h a t  b a r r e d  t he  

e x c e l l e n t  s c h o l a r s h i p  o f  t h e  l i k e s  o f  John  F i s k e  and C. S. 

P e i r c e  from t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  c l a s s r o o m. ^

What  was  n e e d e d  w er e  " i n t e l l e c t u a l  p i o n e e r s "  who 

would engage i n  r e s e a r c h  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  where i t  migh t  l e a d ,  

o r  whom i t  m i g h t  o f f e n d ,  t h a t  was t h e  p r o f e s s o r ' s  j o b .  In  

f a c t ,  t h e r e  s h o u l d  be no s t u d e n t s  and no c l a s s e s  i n  t h e  

modern u n i v e r s i t y .  An u p - t o - d a t e  u n i v e r s i t y  should  have 

o n l y  l a b o r a t o r i e s  w h e re  p r o f e s s o r s ,  a i d e d  by t h e i r  young 

a s s i s t a n t s  cou ld  d e l v e  i n t o  t h e  m y s t e r i e s  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s e . ?  

O b v i o u s l y ,  i f  t h e r e  w e r e  no c l a s s e s  t h e r e  c o u l d  be no 

l e c t u r e  s y s t e m .  A g r e a t e r  e v i l  had n e v e r  be en  c o n c o c t e d  

b e c a u s e ,  " L e c t u r i n g  u n c o n s c i o u s l y  b e g e t s  an e a s y  

o m n i s c i e n c e  and s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  a p p a r e n t  o r  r h e t o r i c a l  

t r u t h s  . . . .  No man no m a t t e r  how c r i t i c a l l y  m i n d e d ,  can 

s t a n d  up b e f o r e  a c l a s s  and r e f r a i n  f r om s a y i n g  more  t h a n  

he knows.

The b e s t  p l a c e  f o r  a p r o f e s s o r  t o  s a y  more  t h a n  he 

knew w a s  i n  t h e  n e w l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  " s u r v e y  c o u r s e . "  

Designed t o  meet  t h e  c r i t i c i s m s  b ro u g h t  on by t h e  e l e c t i v e  

s y s t e m ,  t h e  s u r v e y  c o u r s e  was  t o  g i v e  t h e  s t u d e n t  an 

o v e r v i e w  o f  an a r e a ,  t h e  b i g  p i c t u r e  o f  a f i e l d ,  o r ,  even  

more  g r a n d i o s e ,  p r o v i d e  t h e  s t u d e n t  w i t h  an u m b r e l l a  f o r
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t h e  u n i t y  o f  a l l  k n o w l e d g e .  An e d i t o r i a l  i n  a 1921 New 

R e p u b l i c  t o o k  t h e  s u r v e y  c o u r s e  t o  t a s k ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  

i n  American L i t e r a t u r e .  The s u r ve y  c o u r s e ,  s a i d  t h e  w r i t e r ,  

was n o t  e d u c a t i o n .  " I t  c o n t a i n s  no e l e m e n t  o f  t r a i n i n g  in 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  r e a s o n i n g  and d rawing  c o n c l u s i o n s .  The way 

i n  w h i c h  t h e  s t u d y  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  c an  be made a m a t t e r  o f  

t r a i n i n g  i s  t o  s e n d  t h e  s t u d e n t  t o  t h e  s o u r c e s ,  t h e  

o r i g i n a l  m a t e r i a l ,  a nd  h o l d  h i m  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  h i s  

c o n c l u s i o n s . T h e  s u r v e y  c o u r s e  c o u l d  n o t  p r o v i d e  r e a l  

e d u c a t i o n ,  on l y  an a c q u a i n t a n c e  w i t h  i d e a s .  " I t  i s  so much 

e a s i e r  and s u p e r f i c i a l l y  more r e w a r d i n g ,  i n s t e a d  o f  r e a d i n g  

one  p l a y  o f  S h a k e s p e a r e  t o  r e a d  a b o u t  a l l  t h e  p l a y s ,  

i n c l u d i n g  a c o n j e c t u r a l  l i f e  o f  t h e  a u t h o r ,  an a p p r e c i a t i o n  

o f  h i s  d r a m a t i c  a r t ,  and some v i e w s  o f  t h e  E l i z a b e t h a n  

s t a g e .

As t h e  1920s  dawned t h e  c r u c i a l  p r o b l e m s  f a c i n g  

l i b e r a l  e d u c a t i o n  w er e  t h e  d e c l i n i n g  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  

s t u d e n t  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  l i b e r a l  l e a r n i n g ,  and t h e  p roblem o f  

how t o  p r e s e r v e  and  c o n v e y  t h e  l i b e r a l  t r a d i t i o n  i n  

e d u c a t i o n .

A di l emma t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  1920' s  was t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  

who s h o u l d  go t o  c o l l e g e .  The l i b e r a l  c o l l e g e  had n e v e r  

b e e n  m e a n t  f o r  a l l  p e o p l e ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e r e  w er e  t h o s e  who 

t h o u g h t  i t  s h o u l d  b e .  W i t h  t h e  p r e s s u r e  t o  b e  m o r e  

" d e m o c r a t i c "  t h e  l i b e r a l  a r t s  c o l l e g e s  now c a t e r e d  t o  a l l  

s t u d e n t s  on ly  t o  f i n d  t h a t  many d i d  n o t  want  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  

o f f e r e d  by t h e  l i b e r a l  t r a d i t i o n .  P r o f e s s i o n a l  s c h o o l s  and
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t r a d e  s c h o o l s  b e g a n  t o  d r a i n  o f f  l a r g e  n u m b e r s  o f  l i b e r a l  

a r t s  s t u d e n t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a f t e r  t h e  s o p h o m o r e  y e a r .  

C o l l e g e s  b e g a n  t o  e x p e r i m e n t  w i t h  v a r i o u s  a d m i s s i o n  

p o l i c i e s .  P r e s i d e n t  E r n e s t  M. H o p k i n s  o f  D a r t m o u t h  

C o l l e g e  w a n t e d  " an  a r i s t o c r a c y  o f  b r a i n s  made up o f  men 

i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  a l e r t  and i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  e a g e r ,  t o  whom 

i n c r e a s i n g l y ,  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  o f  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  ought  

t o  be  r e s t r i c t e d ,  i f  d e m o c r a c y  i s  t o  become a q u a l i t y  

p r o d u c t  r a t h e r  t h a n  s i m p l y  a q u a n i t i t y  o n e ,  a nd  i f  

e x c e l l e n c e  and e f f e c t i v e n e s s  a r e  t o  d i s p l a c e  t h e  m e d i o c r i t y  

t o w a r d s  w h i c h  d e m o c r a c y  h a s  s u c h  a t e n d e n c y  t o  s k i d ^   ̂

H o p k i n s  a l s o  d e c r i e d  t h o s e  who a t t e n e d  c o l l e g e  u n d e r  

f a l s e  p r e t e n s e s ,  l o o k i n g  f o r  a good t i m e  o r  f o r  s o c i a l

p r e s t i g e .

S t a n f o r d  e x p e r i m e n t e d  w i t h  a s p e c i a l  a d m i s s i o n  

p r o c e d u r e  f o r  women based  on " s c h o l a r s h i p , "  " p e r s o n a l i t y , "  

" e n e rg y , "  " j ud gme nt , "  " r e l i a b i l i t y "  and a h a l f - d o z e n  o t h e r  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  t h o u g h t  d e s i r a b l e . 1^ Some c o l l e g e s  began  

t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  i n t e l l e c t u a l  a c t i v i t y  was n o t  a l l  t h e y  

had t o  o f f e r .  "For  t h e  m a j o r i t y , "  W i l l i a m  Orton w ro t e ,  "an 

a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e  and t h o u g h t  i s  n o t  t o  

be r e a c h e d  by i n t e l l e c t u a l  a c t i v i t y  a l o n e . "  He b e l i e v e d  

t h a t  t h e  c o l l e g e s  s h o u l d  g a t h e r  s t u d e n t s  by o f f e r i n g  a r t s  

and c r a f t s ,  mus i c  and drama which would b u i l d  t h e  " p r o c e s s  

o f  a p p r e c i a t i o n . "1^

I n  " C o l l e g e  Minds  i n  t h e  M a k i n g , "  H. N. MacCracken 

w r o t e ,  " C o l l e g e  f r e s h m e n  d i f f e r  w i d e l y  . . .  some ha ve  been
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b l e s s e d  o r  c u r s e d  w i t h  e x p e r i m e n t a l  s ch o o l  f r eedom,  o t h e r s  

h av e  b e en  c rammed  w i t h  k n o w l e d g e  . . . .  What  i s  e s s e n t i a l  

i s  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  in  mo t i ve  l e a d i n g  them t o  c o l l e g e  . . .  t he  

e d u c a t o r  c an  no more  p r e s c r i b e  t h e  same p o l i c y  t o w a r d s  

a l l . A l l  o f  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  a d m i s s i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  

o r  t h e  p rob l ems  o f  me e t i ng  d i f f e r i n g  s t u d e n t s ’ needs  was a 

r e f l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  u n c e r t a i n t y  w i t h i n  t h e  l i b e r a l  

a r t s  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a s  t o  i t s  p u r p o s e .  The f i r s t  r e a l  

a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  p r ob l ems  o f  t h e  l i b e r a l  c o l l e g e s  appea red  

i n  an " E d u c a t i o n a l  S u p p l e m e n t "  i n  t h e  New R e p u b l i c  i n  

Oc t obe r ,  1922.

The theme o f  t h e  i s s u e  was "The Amer ican C o l l e ge  and 

I t s  C u r r i c u l u m . "  The l e a d  a r t i c l e  was  w r i t t e n  by one  o f  

t h e  Nea  R e p u b l i c ’ s f a v o r i t e  c o m m e n t a t o r s  on t h i n g s  

c o l l e g i a t e ,  A l exande r  M e i k l e j o h n ,  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  Amhers t  

C o l l e g e .  H i s  a r t i c l e  on "The U n i t y  o f  t h e  C u r r i c u l u m "  

f a c e d  t h e  " h e s i t a t i o n "  among e d u c a t i o n i s t s  t o  o nc e  a g a i n  

a s s e r t  t h e  u n i t y  o f  a l l  k n o w l e d g e . ^  ^ As M e i k l e j o h n  

u n d e r s t o o d  i t ,  t h e  e l e c t i v e  s y s t e m  had b r o u g h t  a b o u t  t h e  

d i s c o n n e c t i o n  o f  knowledge  s e p a r a t i n g  i t  i n t o  a m u l t i t u d e  

o f  p a r t s .  The q u e s t i o n  t h e n  was,  "How s h a l l  we make o u t  a 

few d i s c o n n e c t e d  f r a g m e n t s  o f  a k n o w l e d g e  a u n i f i e d  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  k n o w l d e g e  a s  a w h o l e ,  a s  a s i n g l e  

t h i n g . "^ 7  There  were  two p o s s i b l e  a nswe rs .

F i r s t ,  t h e r e  was no u n i t y  o f  k n o w l e d g e .  I t  was a 

my t h .  I t  was n o n s e n s e .  F o r  t h o s e  who h e l d  t h i s  v i e w ,  a 

s t u d e n t  s i m p l y  g a i n e d  command o f  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  w i t h i n  a
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s p e c i f i c  and unconnec t ed  f i e l d  o f  t h o u g h t .  Th i s  v iew,  t h a t  

knowledge had no u n i t y ,  was t h e  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  emergence of  

t h e  n a t u r a l  s c i e n c e s .  S c i e n c e ' s  whole purpose  was t o  b reak  

t h i n g s  down i n t o  i t s  c o n s t i t u e n t s ,  r a r e l y  d w e l l i n g  on t he  

r e l a t i o n s h i p s  among p a r t s ,  b u t  b u s i l y  s t u d y i n g  e a c h  

i n d i v i d u a l  p a r t .  M e i k l e j o h n  was  q u i c k  t o  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  

C ha r l e s  E l i o t ,  P r e s i d e n t  o f  Harvard ,  who had i n s t i g a t e d  t he  

e l e c t i v e  s y s t e m,  was a c h e m i s t  by t r a i n i n g .  "The modes o f  

t h o u g h t  o f  h i s  p o w e r f u l  l e a d e r s h i p  were p r e d o m i n a t e l y  t h e  

mechanica l  forms o f  chemi ca l  a n a l y s i s . " ^ ®

The s e c o n d  p o s s i b l e  a n s w e r  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  

u n i t y  o f  k n o w l e d g e  was  t h a t  i t  was n o t  myth o r  n o n s e n s e ,  

b u t  t h a t  i t  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  g r e a t e s t  i n t e l l e c t u a l  c h a l l e n g e  

o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n .  J u s t  b e c a u s e  one  s ch e me  o f  u n i f i e d  

k n o w l e d g e  had b r o k e n  down d i d  n o t  mean t h e r e  was no u n i t y  

w i t h i n  k n o w l e d g e .  M e i k l e j o h n  w r o t e ,  " T e a c h i n g ,  l i b e r a l  

t e a c h i n g ,  i s  j u s t  t h e  a t t e m p t  t o  p u t  o u r  s t u d e n t s  a t  work 

upon t h a t  t a s k .  They have a wor ld  t o  f i n d ,  t o  make. I t  i s  

our  t a s k  t o  s e t  them t o  i t . " ^ ^

Mei k l e j ohn  was no t  enamoured o f  t h e  survey  c ou r s e  as 

a way t o  p r e s e n t  u n i f i e d  k n o w l e d g e .  He saw i t s  v a l u e  a s  

" s l i g h t . "  R a t h e r  t h a n  a s u r v e y  c o u r s e ,  he  would  " s u g g e s t  

t h e  a n a l y t i c  c o u r s e  w h i c h  f i n d s  a me thod  o f  t h o u g h t  and 

g i v e s  t h e  s t u d e n t  p r a c t i c e  i n  i t . "  And, even more b l u n t l y ,  

"An i n t r o d u c t o r y  c o u r s e  s h o u l d  l e a d  a s t u d e n t  n o t  so  much 

by c o n t e n t  a s  by p r o b l e m s . "  He f a v o r e d  an i n t r o d u c t o r y  

" m e t h o d s "  c o u r s e  f o r  a l l  f r e s h m e n ,  a nd  a c o n c l u d i n g

88



" s u m m a t i o n "  c o u r s e  f o r  a l l  s e n i o r s .  "A l i b e r a l  c o u r s e  o f  

s t u d y  m u s t  be  a s t u d y  i n  p h i l o s o p h y  . . . .  Our s e n i o r s  mus t  

be made t o  a t t e m p t  t h e  t a s k  o f  hav ing  a ph i l osophy . "^^

The P r e s i d e n t  o f  Amhers t  conc luded  on a s ha r p  no t e .  

"We, t h e  c o l l e g e  t e a c h e r s ,  ha ve  no p h i l o s o p h y  . . .  we have  

be en  t r a i n e d  i n  t h e  e l e c t i v e  s y s t e m  . . .  we a r e  d e v o t e e s  o f  

' s u b j e c t s . ' "  Then ,  s t i n g i n g l y ,  " I f  t e a c h e r s  t h i n k  in  

f r a g m e n t s ,  t h e y  c a n n o t  t e a c h  i n  w h o l e s .  I f  we mean t o  g i v e  

a l i b e r a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  t h e n  we m u s t  be o u r s e l v e s  a g r o u p  o f  

l i b e r a l l y  ed uca te d  men." Alexander  Me i k l e j o h n  c l o s e d  h i s  

a r t i c l e  w i t h ,  "We do n o t  t e a c h  so  much by w h a t  we s a y  as  by 

t h e  way we t h i n k .

I n  "The P r o b l e m  o f  H i g h e r  E d u c a t i o n , "  H. W. Chase  

r e c i t e d  t h e  l i t a n y  o f  woes  o f  t h e  l i b e r a l  c o l l e g e .  T h e r e  

was  no s u c h  t h i n g  a s  a m e n t a l  d i s c i p l i n e  e v en  t h o u g h  t h a t  

was  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  l i b e r a l  e d u c a t i o n .  C u l t u r e  was n o t  

f i x e d  even though  l i b e r a l  e d u c a t i o n  had a l ways  t h o u g h t  i t  

so .  The e l e c t i v e  c u r r i c u l u m  had d e g e n e r a t e d  i n t o  an 

a c c o u n t i n g  s ys t em f o r  g r a n t i n g  d e g r ee s .  "We must  come t o  

some c l e a r  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  what  knowledge i s , "  p l eaded  Chase.

He seemed as  much i n  t h e  da rk  as  anyone.

H. B. A l e xande r  i n  "The Co l l e ge  a t  t h e  Cross  Roads," 

was i n  even  g r e a t e r  d i s t r e s s .  "The g r i m  f a c t  a b o u t  . . .  o u r  

c o l l e g e s  i s  t h a t  t h e y  r e f l e c t  t h e  e n e r g e t i c  a i m l e s s n e s s  o f  

a s o c i e t y  i n  which o r g a n i z a t i o n  has o u t r u n  i n t e l l i g e n c e . "^3 

C o l l e g e  had f o r  A l e x a n d e r  s u n k  i n t o  " a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . "  

" C e r t a i n l y  t h e  most  d i s m a l  s p e c t a c l e  o f f e r e d  by t h e  modern
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c o l l e g e  i s  t h e  a s t u t e  o f f i c i a l  who l o ok s  upon each new idea  

w i t h  a s h r e w d ,  " 'Wha t  i s  he a f t e r ? ' 'Whose b a ck  i s  t h i s  

s c r a t c h i n g ?

The s o u r  g r a p e s  and d i s i l l u s i o n m e n t  c o n t i n u e d  i n  

t h i s  1922 New R e p u b l i c  E d u c a t i o n a l  S u p p l e m e n t  w i t h  A. W. 

V e r n o n ' s  c o m p l a i n t  t h a t  i f  t h e  c o l l e g e s  w e r e  g o i n g  t o  

s u r v i v e  t h e n  t h e  c o l l e g e s  m u s t  r i d  t h e m s e l v e s  o f  t h r e e  

t y p e s  o f  s t u d e n t s .  F i r s t ,  t h o s e  who " a r e  p r o s t i t u t i n g  

t h e i r  c o l l e g e  c o u r s e s  t o  a p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  m a t e r i a l  o r  

p r o f e s s i o n a l  s u c c e s s . " ^5  A s e c o n d  s c o u r g e  w a s  t h e  

f r a t e r n i t y  and s o r o r i t y  s t u d e n t  d r a wn  t o  c o l l e g e  by t h e  

a l l u r e  o f  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  f o o t b a l l  t eam around and i n d u l g i n g  

i n  b o u t s  o f  a l c o h o l i s m .  And,  f i n a l l y ,  t h e  t h i r d  t y p e  o f  

s t u d e n t  who m u s t  be  e l i m i n a t e d  f r om t h e  c o l l e g e  r a n k s ,  

t h o s e  who came t o  be d i s c i p l i n e d  by t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  be ca us e  

t h e i r  p a r e n t s  were u n a b l e  t o  c o n t r o l  them.^^

At  t h i s  p o i n t ,  t h e  1922 r e a d e r  o f  t h e  New R e p u b l i c  

mus t  have been sunk i n  d e s p a i r  ove r  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  Amer ican 

h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n .  An a t t e m p t  was made t o  c o u n t e r  t h a t  

f e e l i n g  w i t h  " Hope  f o r  t h e  C o l l e g e . "  T h i s  p i e c e  o f  

" p o l l y a n n a i s m "  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  " g o o d  h e a l t h "  o f  t h e  

c o l l e g e s ,  i m p l i e d  t h a t  t h e  e l e c t i v e  s y s t e m  was j u s t  

f i n e , a n d  t h a t  t h e  l e v e l  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n  was  " n o t h i n g  t o  be 

a sha me d  o f T h i s  w r i t e r ' s  t h e me  seemed  t o  be  t h a t  

c o l l e g e s  were  a l ways  i n  t r o u b l e ,  a l ways  a t  c r i s i s  p o i n t s ,  

w i t h  r e b e l l i o u s  a n d  i n a p p r o p r i a t e  s t u d e n t  b o d i e s .  

T h e r e f o r e ,  l e t  no one  be  a l a r m e d  o v e r  w h a t  was  r e a l l y  t h e
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normal  c o n d i t i o n  o f  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n .

The l i t a n y  o f  c o n c e r n  r e s u m e d  i n  t h e  n e x t  a r t i c l e  

w i t h  t h e  a c c u s a t i o n  o f  " i n t e l l e c t u a l  v a g r a n c y , "  t h e  

o b s e r v a t i o n  t h a t  "a s t u d e n t  who s t u d i e s  i s  quee r ! "  and t h a t  

t o d a y ’s s t u d e n t s  v i ew  e d u c a t i o n  l i k e  a s u i t  o f  c l o t h e s  t o  

be  b o u g h t  o f f  t h e  r a c k .  C o n s q e u e n t l y , a l l  was  l o s t .  The 

l i f e  o f  t h e  mind had b e e n  s a c r i f i c e d  on t h e  a l t a r  o f  t h e  

drunken  t w e n t i e s .

A more  l e g i t i m a t e  a n a l y s i s  f o r  c r e a t i n g  a l i b e r a l  

c u r r i c u l u m  was John  E r s k i n e ' s  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  " G e n e r a l  

H onor s  a t  C o l u m b i a . H e  b e g a n  by n o t i n g  t h e  l o s s  o f  

" i n t e l l e c t u a l  t r a d i t i o n "  w h i c h  had o c c u r r e d  w i t h  t h e  

a d o p t i o n  o f  t h e  e l e c t i v e  sy s t e m.  Co n sequen t l y ,  t h e  s t u d e n t  

h a d  no b o d y  o f  common k n o w l e d g e  t o  s t u d y ,  E r s k i n e  

r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  a d va n t a ge s  o f  e l e c t i v e s ,  b u t  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  

t h e y  were  i n d i v i d u a l  a d v a n t a g e s  f o s t e r e d  in  i s o l a t i o n  and 

m e n t a l  p r i v a c y .

To o f f s e t  " t h i s  c e n t r i f u g a l  t endency  i n  t h e  e l e c t i v e  

sys t em"  Columbia i n s t i t u t e d  a t w o - y e a r  c ompr e hens ive  c o u r s e  

o f  s t u d y  t h a t  wou l d  be  common t o  a l l .  Begun i n  1920,  t h e  

G e n e r a l  Honor s  C u r r i c u l u m  was b a s e d  on t h e  r e a d i n g  o f  t h e  

g r e a t  b oo k s  o f  W e s t e r n  t h o u g h t ,  one  book a week f o r  two 

y e a r s .  Weekly  m e e t i n g s  w e r e  h e l d  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  c u r r e n t  

s e l e c t i o n .  At  t h e  end o f  e a c h  y e a r ,  an e x a m i n a t i o n  was 

g i v e n  w h e r e  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w er e  " e n c o u r a g e d  t o  u s e  a l l  t h e  

bo ok s  . . .  on some a s s i g n e d  t o p i c . The c o u r s e  was open  

t o  j u n i o r s  and s e n i o r s .
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For  f r e s hme n ,  Columbia s e t  up a compulsory  c ou r s e  in 

Contemporary  C i v i l i z a t i o n  a d m i n i s t e r e d  by t h e  d e p a r t m e n t s  

o f  p h i l o s o p h y ,  h i s t o r y ,  e c o n o m i c s  and t h e  a l l i e d  s o c i a l  

s c i e n c e s .  The c o u r s e ,  E r s k i n e  s a i d ,  wou l d  g i v e  t h e  

s t u d e n t  "a w e a l t h  o f  i d e a s  and s u g g e s t i o n s . "  T h i s ,  t h o u gh t  

E r s k i n e ,  would o f f s e t  t h e  n a r r o w in g  o f  t h e  mind so e v i d e n t  

t o  him among t h e  s t u d e n t s  and f a c u l t i e s  o f  t h e  1920s.

I n  1 9 2 5 , E r s k i n e  was  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a n o t h e r  f i n e  

a r t i c l e .  In  "The L i b e r a l  C o l l e ge " ,  he a t t e m p t e d  t o  d e f i n e  

i t s  f u n c t i o n  and i m p o r t a n c e  t o  Amer ican s o c i e t y . E r s k i n e  

began by p o i n t i n g  o u t  t h a t  many c o l l e g e s  c a l l e d  t h e m s e l v e s  

" l i b e r a l . "  He had n o t i c e d  t h a t  t h e  g r e a t e r  t h e  p r e s s u r e  on 

an i n s t i t u t i o n  t o  t u r n  " p r o f e s s i o n a l "  t h e  more i t  t r u m p et ed  

i t s  l i b e r a l i t y .  Ye t ,  some c o l l e g e s  had s to o d  f i r m .  "They 

t e a c h  n o t h i n g  w h i c h  wou l d  h e l p  a man o r  woman e a r n  a 

l i v i n g . "

For  E r s k i n e ,  "To be l i b e r a l ,  e d u c a t i o n  must  n o t  on ly  

be  f r e e  f r o m  t h a t  k i n d  o f  s l a v e r y  w h i c h  comes  f r om t o o  

c l o s e  a t t e n t i o n  t o  ma k in g  o n e ’s l i v i n g ,  b u t  i t  m u s t  a l s o  

p r e p a r e  o n e  t o  t a k e  an e s s e n t i a l  p a r t  i n  t h e  humane  e f f o r t s  

o f  l i f e . T h e r e  were  " l i b e r a l "  c o l l e g e s  t h a t  E r s k i n e  had 

o bs e r v ed  t e a c h i n g  t h e  " c l a s s i c s "  which g r a d u a t e d  s t u d e n t s  

i g n o r a n t  o f  t h o s e  c l a s s i c s ,  and w o r s e ,  h a t i n g  t h e m .  "The 

l i b e r a l  c o l l e g e  may h a v e  t o  be  d e f i n e d  p a r t l y  i n  t e r m s  o f  

t h e  s u b j e c t s  i t  t e a c h e s , b u t  p a r t l y  a l s o  i n  t e r m s  o f  i t s  way 

o f  t e a c h i n g  them -  pe rh a ps  most  o f  a l l  i n  t e r m s  o f  what  i t  

does  n o t  t e a c h .
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The g r e a t e s t  t h r e a t  t o  l i b e r a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  t o

e d u c a t i o n  in  g e n e r a l ,  was t h e  t o t a l  p r e o c c u p a t i o n  w i t h  ”our

own moment in  t ime . "  E r s k i n e  wr o t e :

We have  made,  t h e r e f o r e ,  a h e r o i c  e f f o r t  i n  o u r  
c o l l e g e  e d u c a t i o n  t o  be  c o n t e m p o r a r y .  To l i v e  
o n l y  i n  t h e  moment ,  t o  i m a g i n e  o n l y  o n e ' s  own 
p l a c e ,  was  once  t h o u g h t  t o  be  t h e  f a t e  o f  t h e  
s t u p i d .  We have made i t  t h e  i d e a l  o f  t h e  e duca te d .  
C o n t e m p o r a r y  l i t e r a t u r e ,  c o n t e m p o r a r y  s c i e n c e ,  
c o n t e m p o r a r y  s o c i e t y  . . .  How l i b e r a l  i t  s o u n d s  t o  
be u p - t o - d a t e  . . . .  I  p e r s o n a l l y  have l i t t l e  doubt ,  
t h a t  no c o l l e g e  i s  l i b e r a l  w h i c h  t r a i n s  i t s  
s t u d e n t s  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  e x c e l l e n t  o r ,  t h e  
i m p o r t a n t  e x c l u s i v e l y  w i t h  t h e  c o n t e m po r a r y .2°

I t  was t h e  t a s k  o f  l i b e r a l  e d u c a t i o n  t o  p r e j u d i c e  

t h e  s t u d e n t  toward  t he  wi se .  In  t h e  crowded c u r r i c u l u m  o f  

t h e  1 9 2 0s ,  E r s k i n e  saw t h e  p r e o c c u p a t i o n  w i t h  t e m p o r a r y  

t h i n g s .  Those  t h i n g s  s h o u l d  be  l e f t  b e h i n d ,  he  t h o u g h t .  

E r s k i n e  p r e s e n t e d  l i b e r a l  e d u c a t i o n  a t  i t s  most  no b l e ,  and 

most  h e r o i c .

I n  i t s  1926,  " C o l l e g e  S u p p l e m e n t "  t h e  e m p h a s i s  was 

o nc e  a g a i n  on t h e  woes  o f  t h e  l i b e r a l  c o l l e g e .  T i t l e d  

"Remaking t h e  American C o l l e g e , "  much space  was devo ted  t o  

a d v o c a t i n g  Columbia s t y l e  s urvey  and o r i e n t a t i o n  c o u r s e s , 3? 

t o  e x p l a i n i n g  t h e  need  f o r  e x t e n s i v e  e x t r a - c u r r i c u l a r  

a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  t h e  l e s s  a c a d e m i c a l l y  g i f t e d , 3^ and t o  how 

i n t e r c o l l e g i a t e  a t h l e t i c s  was going  t o  be t h e  s a l v a t i o n  o f  

Amer ican h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n . 39 The a r t i c l e s  were  u n i f o r m l y  

u n i n t e r e s t i n g  and c o n s i s t e n t l y  f a i l e d  t o  g r a p p l e  w i t h  t h e  

g enu i ne  i s s u e s  c o n f r o n t i n g  American c o l l e g e s .  Two a r t i c l e s  

d e a l t  w i t h  f o o t b a l l ,  w h i l e  a n o t h e r  l auded  f r a t e r n i t i e s  and 

" r a h - r a h  boys . "  Thi s  d e p r e s s i n g  p e r f o r manc e  was f o l l o we d  a
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y e a r  l a t e r  by t h e  u l t i m a t e  in  d i s c o u r a g e m e n t ,  "The Doom o f  

t h e  A r t s  Co l l ege . "

The doom o f  t h e  a r t s  c o l l e g e  was t h e  " s a d  s t o r y  o f  

m a t r i c i d e . "^0 The t h e s i s  was v e r y  s i m p l e .  As v a r i o u s  

s p e c i a l i z e d  c o l l e g e s  had deve l oped ,  a r i s i n g  o u t  o f  c o u r s e s  

o r i g i n a l l y  w i t h i n  t h e  a r t s  c u r r i c u l u m ,  t h e  i mpac t  had been 

t o  " g u t "  t h e  l i b e r a l  a r t s  p r o g r a m .  P r o f e s s i o n a l  

c u r r i c u l u m s ,  whe t he r  o f  law or  med i c i ne  o r  e n g i n e e r i n g ,  had 

" v i r t u a l l y  d e c i d e d  t h a t  a l i b e r a l  e d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  

o r i g i n a l  A r t s  C o l l e g e  s e n s e ,  c a n n o t  b e  m a d e  a 

p r e r e q u i s i t e . " ^ ^  With t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s ch o o l  chopping a t  

t h e  l i b e r a l  a r t s  c o l l e g e  f r om t h e  t o p ,  and t h e  t r a d e  

s c h o o l s  a t t a c h i n g  f r om t h e  s i d e s ,  a new d a n g e r  had a r i s e n  

by 1927; a t t a c k i n g  from be low,  t h e  J u n i o r  C o l l e ge .  " I f  t h e  

j u n i o r  c o l l e g e  p r o g r a m  i s  c a r r i e d  o u t  t o  i t s  l o g i c a l  

c o n c l u s i o n ,  o u r  b o y s  and g i r l s  w i l l  go t o  h i g h  s c h o o l  a t  

home f o r  two a d d i t i o n a l  y e a r s  and t h e n  t o  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  i f  

a t  a l l ,  as  j u n i o r s . " ^ ^

The a r t i c l e  conc luded  w i t h  a c a l l  f o r  a l l  t r a d e  and 

p r o f e s s i o n a l  s c h o o l s  t o  r e q u i r e  a f o u r - y e a r  l i b e r a l  a r t s  

p r e r e q u i s i t e  f o r  t h e i r  p rograms .  But ,  i t  seemed u n l i k e l y  

t h a t  e i t h e r  t h e  w r i t e r ,  o r  h i s  r e a d e r s ,  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  a 

r e a l  p o s s i b i l i t y  i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  t h e  " good- t i me"  t w e n t i e s .
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E x p e r i m e n t s  i n  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  1 92 0 ’s 

were  d e s i g n e d  t o  s a t i s f y  e ve r y  e l e m e n t  w i t h i n  t h e  s o c i e t y .  

Reed C o l l e g e  r e s t r u c t u r e d  and u p - d a t e d  t h e  l i b e r a l  a r t s  

c u r r i c u l u m ,  A n t i o c h  Co l l e ge  showed h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  could  

work hand in  hand w i t h  b u s i n e s s  p r o v i d i n g  worke r s  f o r  an 

i n d u s t r i a l  s o c i e t y ,  and t h e  New School  f o r  S o c i a l  Research  

was an a t t e m p t ,  h e a d e d  by H e r b e r t  C r o l y ,  t o  g i v e  s o c i e t y  

t h e  s o c i a l  " e x p e r t s "  t o  c r e a t e  t h e  new w o r l d  o r d e r .  A l l  

t h r e e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  were  cover ed  by t h e  New R e p u b l i c .

I n  J u n e ,  1 9 1 8 ,  H e r b e r t  C r o l y  w r o t e  an  a r t i c l e  

c a l l i n g  f o r  "A S c h o o l  o f  S o c i a l  R e s e a r c h . M o d e l e d  on 

t h e  F r e n c h  E c o l e  L i b r e  d e s  S c i e n c e s  P o l i t i q u e s , C r o l y  

e n v i s i o n e d  an " i n d e p e nd e n t  s ch o o l  d e d i c a t e d  e x c l u s i v e l y  t o  

t h e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  o f  modern s o c i e t y . T h e  

i n s t i t u t i o n  would g r a n t  no d e g r e e s ,  i t s  s t u d e n t s  would be 

m a t u r e  a d u l t s ,  i t s  c u r r i c u l u m  wou l d  i n c l u d e  a l l  o f  t h e  

s o c i a l  s c i e n c e s .  C r o l y  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  r e s e a r c h  c a r r i e d  

on a t  t h e  New S c h o o l  wou ld  h e l p  " h u m a n i z e "  i n d u s t r y ,  t h e  

backbone o f  t h e  new America .

The p r o j e c t  i n c l u d e d  J ohn  Dewey,  C h a r l e s  B e a r d ,  

f r e s h l y  r e s i g n e d  f rom Columbia ,  and James  Harvey Robinson.  

D o r o t h y  S t r a i g h t  a g a i n  p r o v i d e d  mo ne y  f o r  a C r o l y  

p r o j e c t . *5 The s c h o o l  o p e ne d  i n  1919 ,  w i t h  o n e - h u n d r e d  

s t u d e n t s .  F a c u l t y  i n c l u d e d  T h o r s t e i n  Veblen ,  Horace Ka l l en  

and E m i l y  J a m e s . W i t h  so  many s t r o n g  p e r s o n a l i t i e s
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i n vo l ve d  in t h e  p r o j e c t ,  t h e  s ch o o l  soon came t o  d i s a r r a y .  

Cro ly  wanted an e mphas i s  on a Labor Res ea r ch  Bureau,  o t h e r s  

wanted t o  r e p r o d u ce  academi a ,  w h i l e  a t h i r d  group saw t h e  

s c h o o l  a s  an A d u l t  E d u c a t i o n  C e n t e r .  I n  1923,  t h e  s c h o o l  

was t a k en  o ve r  by Al v i n  Johnson,  a New Repub l i c  e d i t o r  who 

r e i n v i g o r a t e d  t h e  New School  f o r  S o c i a l  Res ea r ch  w i t h i n  t h e  

a d u l t  e d u c a t i o n  c on ce p t .

A 1926 e d i t o r i a l  s t a t e m e n t  on t h e  s c h o o l  i n  t h e  New 

Repub l i c  no t ed  t h a t  t w e l v e - h u n d r e d  s t u d e n t s  were  c u r r e n t l y  

e n r o l l e d .  The m o s t  p o p u l a r  c o u r s e  i n  1926 was  p s y c h o l o g y ,  

f o l l o w e d  by l i t e r a t u r e ,  d r a ma  and a r t .  The Ne% R e p u b l i c  

c o n c l u d e d  by l a u d i n g  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f  t h e  " l a y  p u b l i c "  

f o r  t h e i r  w i s e  c o u r s e  s e l e c t i o n s . ^ ®

Wh a t  t h e  New S c h o o l  was  t o  do f o r  t h e  s o c i a l  

s c i e n c e s  and t h e  l a b o r  movement ,  A n t i o c h  C o l l e ge  was going  

t o  do f o r  i n d u s t r y .  "The A n t i o c h  P l a n  i s  t h e  c o o r d i n a t i o n  

o f  t e c h n i c a l  and c u l t u r a l  e d u c a t i o n  so  t h a t  w h i l e  t h e  

s t u d e n t  i s  b e c o m i n g  f i t t e d  f o r  work  i n  a p r o f e s s i o n  o r  

o t h e r  v o c a t i o n ,  he  o r  s h e  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  w i l l  be  

p r e p a r i n g  f o r  e f f e c t i v e  c i t i z e n s h i p . " ^ ^  T h i s  p l a n  w h i c h  

made e v e r y  s t u d e n t  work  h i s  way t h r o u g h  c o l l e g e ,  was 

d e v i s e d  by A r t h u r  E. Morgan ,  an e n g i n e e r .  Morgan and a 

group o f  Ohio bu s in es smen  began t h e  s c h o o l  be ca us e  c o l l e g e  

s t u d e n t s  o f t e n  " soak up . . .  m i s c e l l a n e o u s  c u l t u r e , "  w h i l e  i n  

t r a d e  s c h o o l s  s t u d e n t s  g o t  no c u l t u r e  a t  a l l .  "Why 

n o t  . . .  combine  l i f e  and col lege?"®®
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Each s t u d e n t  s p e n t  f i v e  weeks  i n  t h e  c l a s s r o o m  and 

f i v e  weeks  a t  w or k .  Morgan e n v i s i o n e d  e d u c a t i n g  s m a l l  

b u s in e s smen  f o r  e n g i n e e r i n g ,  machine shop management ,  and 

j o u r n a l i s m ,  and e d u c a t i o n .  At  A n t i o c h ,  s t u d e n t s  l e a r n e d  

a b o u t  l i f e .  The l i f e  o f  work  and t h e  l i f e  o f  s t u d y  wer e  

one i n  t h e  same f o r  Morgan.  "The b e s t  c u l t u r a l  v a l u e s , "  he 

s a i d ,  " a r e  g a i n e d  n o t  when we e s c a p e  f r om i n d u s t r y ,  b u t  

when we make i t  e x p r e s s  our  h i g h e s t  p u r po s e . 51

I n d u s t r y  was n o t  t h e  h i g h e s t  purpose  o f  Reed Co l l ege  

i n  P o r t l a n d ,  Oregon.  E s t a b l i s h e d  in  1910, Reed, under  i t s  

P r e s i d e n t  R i c h a r d  S c h o l z ,  c r e a t e d  an u n d e r g r a d u a t e  

c u r r i c u l u m  t h a t  was  v i e w e d  a s  a s i n g l e  c o u r s e .  " I t  i s  a 

c o u r s e ,  n o t  an a g g r e g a t i o n  o f  c o u r s e s  w h i c h  add up i n  t h e  

m a t h e m a t i c s  o f  t h e  r e g i s t r a r  t o  a t o t a l  o f  w h i c h  t h e  r e a l  

v a l u e  i s  h y p o t h e t i c a l . "52 The f i r s t  y e a r  t h e  c o u r s e  

s t r e s s e d  t h e  " f u n d a m e n t a l s  o f  e f f e c t i v e  c o n t e m p o r a r y  

l i v i n g , "  w h i l e  t h e  s e c o n d  y e a r  e m p h a s i z e d  h i s t o r y  and 

l i t e r a t u r e .  The s t u d e n t  t h e  t h i r d  and f o u r t h  y ea r  s e l e c t e d  

an a r e a  o f  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  based  on what  h i s  f i r s t  two y e a r s  

had t a u g h t  him.

Reed i n c o r p o r a t e d  t h e  me a t  o f  many l i b e r a l  a r t s  

p r o p o s a l s .  I t s  " c o u r s e "  was s i m i l a r  t o  C o l u m b i a ' s  Honor 

P r o g r a m .  A l s o ,  Reed e n c o u r a g e d  i n d i v i d u a l  t r e a t m e n t  o f  

s t u d e n t s ,  and i n s t i t u t e d  a c o l l o q u i u m  t h e  s e n i o r  y e a r  

s i m i l a r  t o  A l e x a n d e r  M e i k l e j o h n ' s  p r o p o s a l .  Reed a l s o  

o v e r c a m e  one  o f  t h e  g r o w i n g  p r o b l e m s  i n  c o l l e g e s ,  t h a t  o f  

d e p a r t m e n t a l  r i v a l r y .  I t s  s i n g l e  c o u r s e  c on ce p t  f o s t e r e d
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i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  c o o p e r a t i o n  among t h e  f a c u l t y  c r e a t i n g  

" i n s t r u c t i o n  by d i s c u s s i o n  and c o n s e n t .

In  1929} t h e  New Repub l i c  s ponsored  an e s s a y  c o n t e s t  

among  c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s  on " C o l l e g e  a s  i t  M i g h t  Be. "  

S e v e r a l  e n t e r i e s  w e r e  p r i n t e d .  B u t ,  o n e ,  by D o u g l a s  O r r ,  

s eemed  t o  c a t c h  b o t h  t h e  hope  and t h e  f r u s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  

p l i g h t  o f  t h e  modern Amer ican c o l l e g e .  Wi thou t  r e a l i z i n g  

i t ,  Mr. Or r ,  a r e c e n t  g r a d u a t e  o f  Swar thmore ,  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  

f i f t e e n  y e a r s  o f  t h o u g h t  about  American h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  in 

t h e  New R e p u b l i c ;

F o r  a t i m e  we had t h e  f r e e - e l e c t i v e  s y s t e m ,  t h e  
academic  a u t oma t .

a n d ,

F o r m e r l y  t h e  c o l l e g e  h a d  an i d e a l  o f  h u m a n e  
c u l t u r e  . . . .  But  we d o n ’t  now; o u r  e d u c a t i o n a l  
i d e a l  h a s  b e e n  l o s t  i n  t h e  modern  s h u f f l e .  And we 
have n o t h i n g  t o  p u t  i n  i t s  p l a c e .

and.

I t  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  now f o r  t h e  f a c u l t y  t o  p r e s c r i b e  
a c u r r i c u l u m  . . .  b u t  i t  seems t h a t  a p h i l o s o p h y  o f  
e d u c a t i o n  c a n n o t  c o n s i s t  o f  t h e  mere  s t a t e m e n t  
t h a t  t h e  c o l l e g e  s h a l l  o f f e r  c o u r s e s .  I s  t h e r e  
some t h i n g  o r  t h i n g s  i n  t h e  r e a l m  o f  t h e  mind o r  
o f  k n o w l e d g e  o f  w h i c h  i t  c an  be  s a i d  t h a t  a l l  
s t u d e n t s  o u g h t  t o  h av e  o r  o u g h t  t o  a c q u i r e  i t ?  
Are  some o f  l i f e ' s  v a l u e s  so  i m p o r t a n t  . . .  t h a t  
a l l  o f  u s  o u g h t  t o  a c h i e v e  t h e m ?  I f  we c a n  
d e t e r m i n e  w h a t  t h o s e  v a l u e s  a r e  . . .  t h e n  we haye  
a b a s i s  f o r  a p h i l o s o p h y  o f  l i b e r a l  e d u c a t i o n .
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CHAPTER V

THERE'S MY EDUCATION

From c r a d l e  t o  g rave  t h i s  problem o f  r unn i ng  o r d e r  
t h ro u gh  chaos ,  d i r e c t i o n  t h r o u g h  s p ac e ,  d i s c i p l i n e  
t h ro ug h  f r eedom,  u n i t y  t h ro u gh  m u l t i p l i c i t y ,  has 
a l w a y s  b e e n , a n d  m u s t  a l w a y s  b e ,  t h e  t a s k  o f  
e d u c a t i o n .

Henry Adams

When r e a s on  s l e e p s ,  t h e  mons t e r  wakes.
Goya

The a r t i c l e  began,  "Thi s  morning,  q u i t e  by chance ,  I  

h ap p e n e d  on my e d u c a t i o n .  I  was  l o o k i n g  f o r  s o m e t h i n g  

e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  . . .  when I  opened a d r aw er  and t h e r e  was 

my e d u c a t i o n . "  A n e a t l y  b u n d l e d  s h e a f  o f  p a p e r s  and 

n o t e b o o k s  l a y  i n  t h e  d r a w e r .  " T h i s  i s  M a t h i l d a ' s  d o i n g ,  I  

t h o u g h t  t o  m y s e l f ,  and s m i l e d .  Ma th i l da  has a r e s p e c t  f o r  

e d u c a t i o n  n e v e r  h a v i n g  had  a n y . "  The  w r i t e r  w a x e d  

n o s t a l g i c  as  he r e v e r e n t l y  thumbed t h e  y e l l o w i n g  pages  o f  

h i s  y o u t h .  "The v a l u e  o f  an e d u c a t i o n , "  he s a i d ,  " i s  t h a t  

i t  g i v e s  you sound  o p i n i o n s  . . .  ma x i ms ,  one  m i g h t  c a l l  

t h e m ,  w h i c h  . . .  a r e  c r u t c h e s  f o r  t h e  weak m i nd ed .  But  i t  

i s  an a r t  t o  w a l k  w i t h  c r u t c h e s :  o n l y  a t r a i n e d  mind can

do i t . " 1  The long  road from h i g h  e x p e c t a t i o n s  i n  s o c i e t y ' s  

a b i l i t y  t o  t r a n s f o r m  i t s e l f  by c r e a t i n g  a new e d u c a t i o n
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had,  by t h e  end o f  t h e  1920s,  become t h e  c y n i c i s m  o f  j aded

e s t h e t e s  who d i s p a r a g e d , n o t  on l y  t h e m s e l v e s ,  b u t  even t h o s e

i n n o c e n t s ,  l i k e  M a t h i l d a ,  who b e l i e v e d  t h a t  e d u c a t i o n  could

make a pe r s on  more i n t e l l i g e n t ,  more humane,  and even more

A m e r i c a n .  Or ,  a s  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  J ohn  Dewey and Boyd Bode,

e d u c a t i o n a l  r e f o r m e r s ,  who o b s e r v e d  w i t h  d i s m a y  a t  t h e

c l o s e  o f  t h e  decade  t h e  g r e a t  i n t e n t  o f  t h e i r  i d e a s  a l t e r e d

by t h e  q u e s t  f o r  e x p e d i e n c y .  The t h o u g h t l e s s  a p p l i c a t i o n

o f  t h e i r  work had produced a mut a t ed  and s t u n t e d  s t r a i n  o f

e d u c a t i o n a l  r e f o r m .  No one c h a r a c t e r i z e d  t h e  f a i l i n g s  o f

t h e  new e d u c a t i o n  m o r e  d e v a s t a t i n g l y  t h a n  R i c h a r d

H o f s t a d t e r  when he obs e r ved :

F a r  f r om c o n c e i v i n g  t h e  m e d i o c r e ,  r e l u c t a n t ,  o r  
i n c a p a b l e  s t u d e n t  a s  an o b s t a c l e  o r  s p e c i a l  
p r o b l e m  i n  a s c h o o l  s y s t e m  d e v o t e d  t o  e d u c a t i n g  
t h e  i n t e r e s t e d ,  t h e  c a p a b l e ,  and t h e  g i f t e d ,  
American e d u c a t o r s  e n t e r e d  upon a c r u s a d e  t o  e x a l t  
t h e  a c a d e m i c a l l y  u n i n t e r e s t e d  o r  u n g i f t e d  c h i l d  
i n t o  a k i n d  o f  c u l t u r e - h e r o .  T h e y  w e r e  n o t  
c o n t e n t  t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e  r e a l i t i e s  o f  A m e r i c a n  
s o c i a l  l i f e  had made i t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  c o m p r o m i s e  
w i t h  t h e  i d e a l  o f  e d u c a t i o n  as  t h e  deve l opment  o f  
f o r m a l  l e a r n i n g  an d  i n t e l l e c t u a l  c a p a c i t y .  
I n s t e a d ,  t h e y  m i l i t a n t l y  p r o c l a i m e d  t h a t  s u c h  
e d u c a t i o n  was a r c h a i c  and f u t i l e ,  and t h a t  t h e  
n o b e l e s t  end o f  a t r u l y  d e m o c r a t i c  s y s t e m  o f  
e d u c a t i o n  wa s  t o  m e e t  t h e  c h i l d ' s  i m m e d i a t e  
i n t e r e s t s  by o f f e r i n g  him a s e r i e s  o f  i m m e d i a t e  
u t i l i t i e s . 2

The w r i t e r  i n  t h e  New R e p u b l i c  c o n t i n u e d  h i s  r e m a r k s  on 

e d u c a t i o n  by o b s e r v i n g ,  " I  b e l i e v e  I  am i n d e b t e d  t o  my 

e d u c a t i o n  . . . .  W i t h o u t  i t  I  s h o u l d  n o t  know w h a t  t o  t h i n k  

on a v a r i e t y  o f  s u b j e c t s  a b o u t  w h i c h  I  h o l d  i n t e l l i g e n t  

o p i n i o n s . "  And,  b e s i d e s ,  " I t  i s  t h e  o n l y  e d u c a t i o n  I  have  

g o t ,  and i t  t a k e s  up v e r y  l i t t l e  room i n  t h e  d r a w e r . "3
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I ndeed ,  a t  t h e  c l o s e  o f  t h e  1920 ' s ,  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  what  t o  

t h i n k  a b o u t  t h e  new e d u c a t i o n  be ca me  a v e r y  r e a l  d i l e m m a .  

Some were  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t h e i r  l e a r n i n g ,  o t h e r s  l i k e  Dewey 

a n d  Bode  v o i c e d  t h e  k i n d  o f  c o n c e r n  r e f l e c t e d  i n  

H o f s t a d t e r ' s  c r i t i c i s m  o f  t h e  new e d u c a t i o n .

The JJew R e p u b l i c , u n a b a s h e d  i n  i t s  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  

new e d u c a t i o n ,  p a u s e d  d u r i n g  t h e  summer  o f  1930,  f o r  a l o o k  

b a c k .  How had t h i s  new c o n c e p t  o f  e d u c a t i o n  f a r e d ?  How had 

t h e  e x p e r i m e n t  p r o g r e s s e d ?  I r o n i c a l l y ,  t h e  f o r t u n e s  o f  t h e  

new e d u c a t i o n  c l o s e l y  m i r r o r e d  t h e  r i s e  and d e c l i n e  o f  t h e  

New Repub l i c  i t s e l f .

The  m a g a z i n e  h a d  p e a k e d  e a r l y .  The  w a r  y e a r s  

r e p r e s e n t e d  n o t  on l y  i t s  moment o f  g r e a t e s t  i n f l u e n c e  and 

p r e s t i g e ,  b u t  i t s  l a r g e s t  c i r c u l a t i o n  t o  t h a t  t i m e .  I n  

1918, t h e  New Rep ub l i c  had a l m o s t  28,000 r e a d e r s .  By 1920, 

s u b s c r i p t i o n s  had  f a l l e n  t o  2 1 , 4 7 7 .  The  d r a m a  and 

c o n t r o v e r s y  g e n e r a t e d  by t h e  war c ou l d  n o t  be eq ua l ed  week 

by week d u r i n g  t h e  good t i m e  t w e n t i e s .  F i n a l l y ,  i n  1924,  

s u b s c r i p t i o n s  sank t o  13,970.  The New Repub l i c  was d eep l y  

i n  d e b t . *  The m a g a z i n e  f i l e d  f o r  b a n k r u p t c y .  I t  was 

r e o r g a n i z e d  w i t h  a board  o f  d i r e c t o r s  which i n c l u d e d  John 

Dewey.

H e r b e r t  C r o l y  a l s o  n e v e r  e q u a l e d  h i s  e a r l y  s u c c e s s  

a s  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  m o s t  i n f l u e n t i a l  l i b e r a l ,  p o l i t i c a l  

j o u r n a l  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  A f t e r  t h e  war  C r o l y  t u r n e d  

away from p o l i t i c s  and s o c i a l  r e f o r m  t o  r e l i g i o n .  He t i e d  

h i s  hoped  f o r  " r e b o r n  C h r i s t i a n i t y "  t o  t h e  A s i a n  m y s t i c
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Geroges  I v a n o v i t c h  G u r d j i e f f ,  and h i s  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  t h e  

Harmonious  Development  o f  Man.5 G u r d j i e f f  and h i s  u s u a l l y  

f e m a l e  and r i c h  f o l l o w e r s ,  w e r e  t h e  r a g e  o f  t h e  1 92 0 s .  A 

s e r i e s  o f  " m a n a g i n g  e d i t o r s "  w e r e  b r o u g h t  i n t o  t h e  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  a s  C r o l y  became  more  and more  d e t a c h e d  f ro m 

t h e  d a i l y  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  New R e p u b l i c . T r a g i c a l l y ,  i n  

q u i c k  s u c c e s s i o n  i n  1918-1919,  W i l l a r d  S t r a i g h t ,  Randolph 

B o u r n e ,  and W a l t e r  Weyl  d i e d .  B e t we e n  1 9 2 0 - 2 6 ,  W a l t e r  

L i p p m a n n ,  F r a n c i s  H a c k e t t ,  P h i l l i p  L i t t e l l  and A l v i n  

J o h n s o n  a l l  q u i t  t h e  m a g a z i n e .  Then i n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1928,  

C r o l y  s u f f e r e d  a m a s s i v e  s t r o k e  t h a t  l e f t  h im p a r t i a l l y  

p a r a l y z e d .  He d i e d  i n  1930 ,  a t  t h e  a ge  o f  60.^

I n  The P r o mi s e  o f  Ame r i c a n  L i f e  C r o l y  had g i v e n  a 

b l u e p r i n t  f o r  a f u t u r e  Amer ica .  Tha t  " p r omi se"  had meshed 

w i t h  t h e  t h o u g h t  o f  John Dewey. Toge the r  t h e y  p r e s e n t e d  a 

view o f  a new w or l d  which i n s p i r e d  a g e n e r a t i o n  t o  a c t i o n .  

But  t h e  war ,  had d e s t r o y e d  t h e  movement.  Fo r  Cr o l y  and h i s  

magaz ine ,  f o r  e d u c a t i o n  and i t s  t h e o r i s t s ,  i t  was d i f f e r e n t  

a f t e r  t h e  war .  P s y c h o l o g i c a l l y ,  man c o n f r o n t e d  h i s  i d  and 

was  f r i g h t e n e d .  A r t s i c a l l y ,  man d e s t r o y e d  h i s  f o r m s  and 

molds  and r an  amok. I n  l i t e r a t u r e ,  he l o s t  h i s  i nnocence ,  

and g r e w o l d .  S p i r i t u a l l y ,  he  d o u b t e d  h i s  God,  and was 

a l o n e .  So much hope,  so much f a i t h  had e x i s t e d  b e f o r e  t h e  

w a r  t h a t  a new,  f r e e  and d e m o c r a t i c  s o c i e t y  c o u l d  e m e r g e .  

The t w i s t e d ,  hunched f i g u r e  o f  Randolph Bourne loomed l i k e  

a g h o s t  o ve r  t h e  p r e c e e d i n g s  o f  t h e  1920s.  He was t h e  l o s t  

h o p e ;  t h e  m i s s e d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  d e s t r o y e d  by t h e  w a r .  A
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g e n i u s  t a r d i l y  r e c o g n i z e d .  The  l o n e l y  v o i c e  i n  t h e  

w i l d e r n e s s .  J ohn  Dos P a s s o s  t o u c h e d  on t h e  c h a r i s m a  and 

symbol i sm o f  Bourne i n  h i s  book 191Q.

Randolph Bourne
came as  an i n h a b i t a n t  o f  t h i s  e a r t h  . . .
At Columbia he s t u d i e d  w i t h  John Dewey 
wr o te  a book on t h e  Gary s c h o o l s  . . .  
and bough t  h i m s e l f  a b l a c k  cape  
Bourne s e i z e d  w i t h  f e v e r i s h  i n t e n s i t y  on 
t h e  i d e a s  t h e n  go ing  a round a t  Columbia,  
he p icked  r o s y  g l a s s e s  o u t  o f  t h e  
t u r g i d  jumble  o f  John Dewey' s  
t e a c h i n g  t h r o u g h  which he saw c l e a r  
and s h a r p

t h e  s h i n i n g  c a p i t o l  o f  r e fo rmed  democracy

I f  any man has  a g h o s t  
Bourne has  a g h o s t ,
A t i n y  t w i s t e d  u n s c a r e d  g h o s t  i n  a b l a c k  c lo ak  
hopping  a long  t h e  gr imy o l d  b r i c k  and browns tone  
s t r e e t s  s t i l l  l e f t  i n  downtown New York,  
c r y i n g  o u t  i n  a s h r i l l  s o u n d l e s s  g i g g l e :
War i s  t h e  h e a l t h  o f  t h e  s t a t e . '

E d u c a t i o n  I n  t h e  New R e p u b l i c  had become  s o m e t h i n g  o f  a

g h o s t  t o o ,  by 1930. L i ke  Bourne ,  i d e a s  had d i e d ,  b u t  t h e r e

was  a h a u n t i n g  s t i l l  o f  m i s s e d  c h a n c e s  and u n f u l f i l l e d

p r o m i s e s .
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The t a s k  was ,  a t  t h e  v e r y  l e a s t ,  a f i s s i p a r o u s  

p r o p o s i t i o n ;  a s s e s s  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  t h e  new e d u c a t i o n ,  i t s  

s u c c e s s e s  and f a i l u r e s ,  d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  d e c a d e .  "The New 

Edu c a t i o n  Ten Years  A f t e r , "  was a s i x  p a r t  s e r i e s  which r an  

i n  t h e  R e p u b l i c  d u r i n g  J u n e  and J u l y  o f  1930.  The

s e r i e s  proved an a p p r o p r i a t e  summat ion o f  what  t h e  magaz ine  

had a t t e m p t e d  t o  a c c o m p l i s h  e d u c a t i o n a l l y  u n d e r  t h e  

l e a d e r s h i p  o f  H e r b e r t  C r o l y  and t h e  o m n i p r e s e n c e  o f  J ohn  

Dewey. The new e d u c a t i o n  r e c e i v e d ,  a t  b e s t ,  poor  r e v i e w s .  

Rem emb er i n g  t h a t  o n l y  f i f t e e n  y e a r s  e a r l i e r ,  Ra nd o l p h  

B o u r n e ,  had w r i t t e n  a b o u t  t h e  o l d  e d u c a t i o n  a s  r i g i d ,  

me c h a n i c a l ,  a s t r u c t u r e  devoid  o f  l i f e  and r e l e v a n c y ,  now, 

t h e  c o m m e n t a t o r s  d e c r i e d  a s y s t e m  w h i c h  was  no s y s t e m ,  a 

p r o g r a m  w h i c h  a l l o w e d  t h e  t y r a n n y  o f  t h e  c h i l d  t o  r e i g n .  

The a r c  o f  t h e  pendulum was c ompl e ted .

Boyd Bode, no enemy o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  r e f o r m ,  began t h e  

s e r i e s  w i t h  " A p p r e n t i c e s h i p  o r  F r e e d o m . "  He n o t e d  t h a t  

A m e r i c a n  e d u c a t i o n  was s u b j e c t  t o  " f a d s  and p a n a c e a s . "  

W h i l e  e d u c a t i o n  had become s c o r n f u l  o f  t h e  p a s t  i t  s t i l l  

r e m a i n e d  p a i n f u l l y  c o n v e n t i o n a l  and a l m o s t  c o m p l e t e l y  

i n a r t i c u l a t e  a bou t  t h e  fu tu r e .®

Bode r e co g n i ze d  two t e n d e n c i e s  i n  t h e  new e d u c a t i o n .  

One was t h e  need t o  make e d u c a t i o n  a p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  l i f e ,  

and t h e  o t h e r  was t h e  e m p h a s i s  on t h e  f r e e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  

t h e  c h i l d .  Bo th  t e n d e n c i e s  c l a i m e d  t o  u s e  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c
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m e t h o d ,  and b o t h  r e l i e d  on p s y c h o l o g y .  Bo th  o f  t h e s e  

a t t i t u d e s  r e j e c t e d  t r a d i t i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n  as  mechan i ca l  and 

con fo r mi n g ,  r obb i ng  t h e  c h i l d  o f  h i s  f r e e  deve lopment  and 

i m p o s i n g  a c u l t u r a l  s t r a i g h t  j a c k e t .  Bode o b s e r v e d  t h a t  

t h e r e  e x i s t e d  a c o n f l i c t  be tween t h e s e  two a t t i t u d e s .  One, 

t h e  " d o c t r i n e  o f  s p e c i f i c  o b j e c t i v e s , "  h e l d  t h a t  e d u c a t i o n  

s h o u l d  c a t e r  t o  t h e  s p e c i f i c  n e e d s  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  

g r o u p s  i n  p r e p a r i n g  c h i l d r e n  f o r  t h e i r  f u t u r e  l i f e  a s  

f a r m e r s ,  s h o p k e e p e r s ,  s a l e s m a n ,  o r  h o u s e w i v e s .  The  

c ompe t ing  " d o c t r i n e  o f  f reedom" m a i n t a i n e d  t h a t  e d u c a t i o n  

s h o u l d  m e e t  o n l y  t h e  need  o f  c h i l d h o o d ,  c a t e r  o n l y  t o  

c h i l d r e n ' s  n e e d s  t o  be  c h i l d r e n . 9 " T h e r e  i s  r e a s o n  t o  

t h i n k , "  w r o t e  Bode,  " t h a t  t h i s  a s s a u l t  on ' s c i e n t i f i c  

o r g a n i z a t i o n '  h a s  gone  much t o o  f a r . "  Bode o b s e r v e d  t h a t  

e d u c a t i o n  had embarked on a road  which eschewed t r a d i t i o n a l  

c u l t u r e  and s p i r i t u a l  v a l u e s .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  i t  was  o f  

e x t r e m e  i m p o r t a n c e  t h a t  e d u c a t i o n  e m p h a s i z e  " l i b e r a t e d  

i n t e l l i g e n c e "  which r o s e  above t h e  compe t ing  d o c t r i n e s  o f  

r e fo r m ed  e d u c a t i o n .

The p r o b l e m  w i t h  t h e  new e d u c a t i o n  was t h a t  "we do 

n o t  know how t o  c h a r t  a new c o u r s e . "  Edu c a t i o n  had de luded  

i t s e l f  by b e l i e v i n g  t h a t  i t  had b r o k e n  w i t h  t h e  p a s t  w h i l e ,  

i n  r e a l i t y ,  i t  was " a t  bo t tom as  c o n v e n t i o n a l  as  b u t t o n s  on 

t h e  s l e e v e s  o f  a man ' s  c o a t . "  E d u c a t i o n  c a n n o t  be  s e e n  

s i m p l y  a s  l i f e  p r e p a r a t i o n ,  o r  a s  f r e e i n g  c h i l d h o o d  o f  

a d u l t  i n t r u s i o n s .  True new e d u c a t i o n  was e d u c a t i o n  which 

w a s  a " r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  and  a
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r e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  b e l i e f s  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  an 

i n d i v i d u a l  p h i l o s o p y  o f  l i f e . " ^ ^

To t h i n k ,  h o w e v e r ,  o f  e d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  t h e  

d o c t r i n e  o f  s p e c i f i c  o b j e c t i v e s ,  where  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  was 

d e t e r m i n e d  by i t s  v o c a t i o n a l  u s e f u l n e s s ,  s t r u c k  Bode as  

i n d e f e n s i b l e ,  "A more  p o v e r t y - s t r i c k e n  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  

e d u c a t i o n  t h a n  t h i s  i t  would  be d i f f i c u l t  t o  i m a g i n e .

The d o c t r i n e  o f  t h e  c h i l d ' s  f r eedom seemed i n i m i c a l  t o  any 

k i n d  o f  a d u l t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  e d u c a t i o n .  " I n i t i a t i v e  on 

t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  t e a c h e r  i s  s u p p r e s s e d  on t h e  g r o u n d  t h a t  

p u r p o s e  m u s t  n o t  be  ' i m p o s e d '  on p u p i l s  f r o m  w i t h o u t ,  and 

one i s  l e f t  t o  wonder  why a t e a c h e r  i s  needed a t  a l l . "  And 

t h e n  Bode s t r u c k  a t  t h e  j u g u l a r  o f  t h e  new e d u c a t i o n .  "The 

i d e a l  o f  d i s c i p l i n e  t h r o u g h  r i g o r o u s ,  s y s t e m a t i c  t h i n k i n g  

and t h r o u g h  a l l e g i a n c e  t o  s t a n d a r d s  o f  t a s t e  and conduc t  i s  

s u r r e n d e r e d  b e c a u s e  t h e  mob w i l l  h a v e  none  o f  t h e s e  

t h i n g s .  E d u c a t i o n  i s  b e t r a y e d  i n  i t s  own h o u s eh o l d . "^3

For  Bode,  t h e  f l a w s  o f  t h e  new e d u c a t i o n  were  summed 

up by t h e  young  p u p i l  who i n q u i r e d  o f  h i s  t e a c h e r ,  "Do we 

h av e  t o  do w h a t  we w a n t  t o  do t o d a y ? "  And,  a l s o  by t h e  

p oe t  who wr o t e :

Me t h i s  u n c h a r t e d  f reedom t i r e s ;
I  f e e l  t h e  we i gh t  o f  chance  d e s i r e s .

Bode c o n c l u d e d  h i s  e s s a y  by d a r k l y  r e m i n d i n g  h i s  r e a d e r s  

t h a t  many o f  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  R o m a n t i c i s t s ,  s a t i a t e d  on 

f r eedom,  found " e s c ap e  from t h e  w e i gh t  o f  chance  d e s i r e s  by 

j o i n i n g  t h e  C a t h o l i c  church .
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The p r o b l e m  w i t h  t h e  new e d u c a t i o n  was t h a t  i t  had 

no program o r  s e n s e  o f  d i r e c t i o n .  The " m a t e r i a l "  f o r  a new 

e d u c a t i o n  e x i s t e d .  Sc i en ce  was f a s t  d e l i v e r i n g  i n v a l u a b l e  

d a t a  i n t o  t h e  h a n d s  o f  e d u c a t i o n i s t s ,  b u t  u n t i l  t h e  new 

e d u c a t i o n  c h o s e  t o  p l a c e  i t s  e m p h a s i s  on " i n t e l l i g e n c e "  

l i t t l e  good c o u l d  be e x p e c t e d  f r o m  t h e s e  t e n  y e a r s  o f  

e d u c a t i o n a l  r e f o r m . ^5

I n  t h e  second i n s t a l l m e n t  o f  "The New E d uca t i on  Ten 

Y e a r s  A f t e r , "  J o s e p h  K. H a r t  w r o t e  on " J u d g i n g  Our  

P r o g r e s s i v e  S c h o o l s . "  P r o f e s s o r  H a r t  b e g a n  by r e v i e w i n g  

t h e  l i t a n y  o f  s i n s  a g a i n s t  t h e  o l d  e d u c a t i o n ,  a r g u i n g  

e f f e c t i v e l y  f o r  t h e  need f o r  a new e d u c a t i o n  which would 

d e a l  w i t h  t h e  p r o b l ems  o f  an i n d u s t r i a l ,  u rban  s o c i e t y .

Ho wev e r ,  t h e  new e d u c a t i o n  had p r e s e n t e d  as  many 

p r o b l e m s  a s  i t  had s o l v e d .  H a r t  s a m p l e d  o p i n i o n s  on t h e  

new e d u c a t i o n  w h i c h  he t o o k  t o  be  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  

g e n e r a l  a t t i t u d e .  "We f i n d  t h e  g i r l s  f r o m p r o g r e s s i v e  

s c h o o l s , "  one  t e a c h e r  s a i d ,  " u s u a l l y  more  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  

t h e i r  w o r k ,  mor e  s e l f - r e l i a n t ,  and o c c a s i o n a l l y  more  

c r e a t i v e  . . .  t h o u g h  o f t e n  t h e i r  c r e a t i v e n e s s  s e e ms  a v e r y  

e p h e m e r a l  t h i n g ,  s u p e r f i c i a l l y  e m o t i o n a l  and e r r a t i c  . . . .  

Many . . .  a r e  more  d i f f i c u l t  t o  manage  . . .  f r e e d o m  see ms  t o  

h a v e  gone  t o  t h e i r  h e a d s . "1?  New e d u c a t i o n  s t u d e n t s  we r e  

c o n t i n u a l l y  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  a s  " p r o b l e m  p e r s o n s ,  i m m a t u r e ,  

u n i n t e g r a t e d  and m a l a d j u s t e d . "  H a r t  t h e n  q u o t e d  a l e t t e r  

f r o m  a c o n c e r n e d  m o t h e r  w o n d e r i n g  a b o u t  t h e  b e s t  k i n d  o f  

s c h o o l  t o  s e n d  h e r  s o n .  She a n a l y z e d  how h e r  f r i e n d ’s

n o



c h i l d r e n  had done i n  p r o g r e s s i v e  s c h o o l s :

J e r r y  C a l d w e l l  e x p r e s s e s  h i s  p e r s o n a l i t y  so  
c o m p l e t e l y  t h a t  he r e f u s e s  t o  e a t  w i t h  t h e  r e s t  o f  
t h e  f a m i l y  . . .  Geor ge  Downey showed much a r t i s t i c  
t a l e n t  b e f o r e  he w e n t  t o  t h e  s c h o o l ;  now h e ' s  a 
p r e c o c i o u s  d i l l e t a n t e  . . .  Bruce Meriman i s  as  sha r p  
a s  a w h i p ,  and he c an  be n i c e  when he w a n t s  t o  be ,  
b u t  he i s  so u t t e r l y  u n d i s c i p l i n e d  and s e l f - w i l l e d  
t h a t  h e ’s a g e n e r a l  n u i s a n c e  . . . .  J ohn  Shermand i s  
so ove r  i n t e l l e c t u a l i z e d  and e m o t i o n a l l y  unbalanced  
t h a t  h e ’s j u s t  no t  o f  t h i s  wor ld .

H a r t  c o n c l u d e d  h i s  a r t i c l e  by o b s e r v i n g  t h a t  t h e  new

e d u c a t i o n  had b e en  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  r e a c t i n g  a g a i n s t  t h e

t y r a n n y  o f  t h e  o l d  s c h o o l i n g ,  b u t  now t h e  t i m e  had come f o r

t h e  new e d u c a t i o n  t o  p r o d u c e  p o s i t i v e  r e s u l t s .  T e a c h e r s

m u s t  come o u t  o f  h i d i n g  and be  w i l l i n g  m o d e l s  f o r  t h e i r

s t u d e n t s ,  c h a o s  m u s t  be  a b a n d o n e d  a s  an e d u c a t i o n a l

t e c h n i q u e ,  and e d u c a t i o n i s t s  m u s t  r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e i r

g r a d u a t e s  m u s t  be  a b l e  t o  i n t e g r a t e  i n t o  s o c i e t y  when

s c h o o l i n g  i s  c o m p l e t e d .  He c l o s e d  w i t h  t h e  r a t h e r

f r i g h t e n i n g  t h o u g h t  t h a t  t h e  new e d u c a t i o n  would t a ke  one

hundred  y e a r s  t o  p e r f e c t . ^9

The New R e p u b l i c , t h e  s t a u n c h e s t  s u p p o r t e r  o f  t h e

new e d u c a t i o n ,  p r e s e n t e d  t h e  t h i r d  i n s t a l l m e n t  o f  "The New

E d u c a t i o n  Ten Y e a r s  A f t e r , "  w i t h  an e s s a y  by F r a n c i s

M i t c h e l l  F r o e l i c h e r .  He minced no words  on t h e  e x ce s s e s  o f

p r o g r e s s i v e  e d u c a t i o n .  The w h o l e  a r e n a  o f  e d u c a t i o n  was

b e s e t  by f r a u d s  and c h a r l a t a n s .  The abuse  o f  such  words as

" f reedom"  and " c r e a t i v i t y "  a l on e  d i s c r e d i t e d  much t h a t  t he

r e f o r m  movement  was t r y i n g  t o  accompl i sh .^® "Freedom" had

r i g h t l y  come t o  be  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  " n o i s e ,  i m p e r t i n e n c e ,

u n s a v o r y  c o n d u c t  and s l i p s h o d  wor k . "  W h i l e  " c r e a t i v i t y "
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had s pawne d  an o u t p o u r i n g  o f  s t u d e n t  p o e t r y  w h i c h  was a 

" t r a v e s t y  on s c h o l a r s h i p . " ^ ^  To t h i s  l i s t  F r o l i c h e r  added 

o t h e r  a b u s e d  a nd  m i s u n d e r s t o o d  t e r m s ;  " e d u c a t i o n a l  

r e s e a r c h ,  e d u c a t i o n a l  p s y c h o l o g y ,  and t h e  s c i e n c e  o f  

e d u c a t i o n . "  T h e s e  w e r e  t e r m s  u s e d  by " c r e d u l o u s  p s e u d o ­

s c i e n t i s t s "  who s e e m e d  n e v e r  t o  h a v e  o p e n e d  t h e i r  

d i c t i o n a r i e s

He was adamant .  "There  i s  no s c i e n c e  o f  e d u c a t i o n ,  

n o r  w i l l  any s c i e n c e  emerge  m i r a c u l o u s l y  t h r o u g h  s t a t i s t i c s  

c o m p i l e d  f r o m q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  o r  s t a n d a r d i z e d  t e s t s . "  

S c i e n t i f i c  a d v a n c e  would  come f r om b i o l o g y  and m e d i c i n e ,  

and i t  was a w a s t e  o f  t i m e  f o r  n o r m a l  s c h o o l  g r a d u a t e s  t o  

e n g a g e  i n  p s e u d o - s c i e n t i f i c  r e s e a r c h  t o  t h e  n e g l e c t  o f  

t h e i r  t e a c h i n g  o r  s t ud y  o f  t h e i r  i n d i v i d u a l  f i e l d s . 23

F r o e l i c h e r  a d v a n c e d  t h r e e  c r i t i c i s m s  a g a i n s t  t h e  

t e r m  " p r o g r e s s i v e  e d u c a t i o n . "  F i r s t ,  t h e  t e r m  p r o g r e s s i v e  

had an e x c l u s i v e  c o n o t a t i o n  t o  i t ,  s n o b b e r y  was  i n v o l v e d .  

Second,  i t  had become a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  s u p e r f i c i a l  and 

t h e  e m o t i o n a l .  And, t h i r d ,  t h e r e  was a group  o f  e d u c a t o r s  

who a d v e r t i s e d  t h e m s e l v e s  a s  " p r o g r e s s i v e "  who wer e  

" h a w k i n g  t h e i r  own p a r t i c u l a r  w a r e s  a s  p a n a c e a s . "  They 

were e x p l o i t i n g  t h e  c h i l d r e n . 2*

F r o e l i c h e r  conc luded  h i s  e s s a y  w i t h  t h e  a dmon i t i on  

t h a t  " t h e  t e c h n i q u e  o f  t e a c h i n g  i s  i m p o r t a n t ,  b u t  i t  should  

f o r e v e r  be made s e c o n d a r y  t o  a t h o r o u g h  b a c k g r o u n d  o f  

i n f o r m a t i o n . "25 O t h e r w i s e  i t  wo u l d  be  i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  

p a r e n t s  t o  h a v e  f a i t h  i n  t h e i r  s c h o o l s .  O t h e r w i s e
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c o n f u s i o n  would r e i g n ,  which u n f o r t u n a t e l y  was t h e  c a s e  in  

1930.26

I n  "The Crux o f  P r o g r e s s i v e  E d u c a t i o n , "  M a r g a r e t  

Naumberg ,  o f  Walden  S c h o o l  f a m e ,  p r e s e n t e d  a m u d d l e d ,  

e m o t i o n a l ,  e ven  n o n s e n s i c a l  d e f e n s e  o f  h e r  l o n g e d  f o r  

" i n t e g r a t e d  s o c i e t y . "  W h i l e ,  i t  i s  s o me wh a t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  

f a t h o m ,  Naur abe r g ' s  a r t i c l e  seemed  t o  be  o b s e s s e d  w i t h  

a v o i d i n g  ov e r  s o c i a l i z a t i o n .  " I f  l i f e ,  more l i f e ,  i s  t o  be 

t h e  c o r e  o f  e d u c a t i o n ,  s c h o o l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and c u r r i c u l u m  

m u s t  a l s o  be  s h i f t e d  t o  a s u b o r d i n a t e  p l a c e  . . . .  We can  

s c a r c e l y  e x p e c t  t o  r e a l i z e  how d e e p l y  o u r  g r o u p  ways  

s e p a r a t e  u s  f r o m  t h e  c r y s t a l l i z e d  i n d i v i d u a l i s m  o f  

E u r o p e . "27

In  r e s p o n s e  t o  John Dewey’s t h e o r y  o f  i n d i v i d u a l i s m ,  

Naumberg w r o t e ,  " I s  t h i s  t h e  b e s t  t h a t  t h e  f u t u r e  h o ld s  f o r  

an . . .  i n t e g r a t e d  i n d i v i d u a l i s m ?  A d u l l  a nd  g l o o m y  

p i c t u r e ,  t h i s  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  u t o p i a ,  t o  t h o s e  o f  us  who 

s t i l l  h o p e  f o r  a r i c h e r  a n d  s o c i a l l y  b a l a n c e d

i n d i v i d u a l i s m . "2®

"The c r u x  o f  e d u c a t i o n , "  Naumberg s a i d ,  " l i e s  . . .  i n  

t h e  b a l a n c e  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  and g r o u p  v a l u e s . "  A m e r i c a n s  

m u s t  a v o i d  t h e i r  " h e r d  i n s t i n c t  a nd  d e v e l o p  an 

i n d i v i d u a l i s m  w h i c h  wou l d  be s o c i a l l y  r e s p o n s i v e . "  T h i s  

a p p r o a c h ,  s h e  s eemed  t o  b e l i e v e ,  would  m e l t  a l l  n a t i o n a l  

b o u n d a r i e s ,  i f  a p p l i e d  w o r l d - w i d e .  "Geography w i l l  be l o s t  

in  t h i s  wor ld  o f  t omor row. "29

Whi le  M ar g a r e t  Naumberg might  be accused  o f  l i v i n g
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i n  a f a n t a s y  w o r l d ,  C a r o l i n e  P r a t t ,  f o u n d e r  o f  t h e  P l a y  

S c h o o l ,  r e m a i n e d  t r u e  t o  t h e  t e n e t s  o f  e x p e r i m e n t a l  

e d u c a t i o n .  H e r  a r t i c l e ,  "Two B a s i c  P r i n c i p l e s  o f  

E d u c a t i o n , "  e spoused  t h e  same e d u c a t i o n  she had advoca t ed  

i n  1915 i n  t h e  New R e p u b l i c ; e d u c a t i o n  i s  an " e x p e r i e n c i n g  

e n t e r p r i s e " ,  and s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  s h o u l d  e m e r g e  f r o m t h e

c h i l d ' s  e x p e r i e n c e . 30

P r a t t  m e t h o d i c a l l y  o u t l i n e d  h e r  s c h o o l ' s  p rogr am,  as

d i s c u s s e d  i n  C hap t e r  I I I .  She t h e n  acknowledged c r i t i c i s m s

o f  h e r  s c h o o l .  To t h e  c h a r g e  t h a t  s h e  f a i l e d  t o  p r e p a r e

s t u d e n t s  f o r  t h e  n e x t  h i g h e r  g r a d e  l e v e l ,  s h e  r e s p o n d e d :

I  b e l i e v e  we must  f a c e  t h i s  f a i l u r e  and r e f u s e  t o  
be i n f l u e n c e d  by i t ,  o r  we s h a l l  g r a d u a l l y  f a i l  o f  
our  p u r pos e  and become f o r m a l  s c h o o l s  . . . .  We have 
s o m e t h i n g  much more  i m p o r t a n t  t o  do t h a n  f i t  
c h i l d r e n  f o r  t h e  n e x t  h i g h e r  g r a d e .  We have  
p roposed  a r e v o l u t i o n  i n  e d u c a t i o n .  S h a l l  we f a c e  
abou t  a t  t h e  f i r s t  s i g n  o f  c r i t i c i s m ?  Pe rhaps  i t  
wou l d  be  b e t t e r  f o r  u s  t o  go down t h a n  t o  make
t h e s e  compromises . 31

And,  on t h e  o f f - c h a n c e  t h a t  t h e  r e a d e r  d o u b t e d  P r a t t ' s  

s e r i o u s n e s s  o f  p u r p o s e  and h e r  d e d i c a t i o n  t o  r a d i c a l  

e x p e r i e n c e - b a s e d  e d u c a t i o n ,  s h e  c o n c l u d e d  by o b s e r v i n g ;  

" t h e  more  and t h e  l o n g e r  c h i l d r e n  a r e  e x p o s e d  t o  a [ f o r m a l ]  

s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  p r o g r a m "  t h e  l e s s  c a p a b l e  t h e y  w i l l  be  o f  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e i r  own l i v e s  and t h e i r  w o r l d . 32 She 

s eemed  t o  be  s a y i n g  t h a t  k n o w l e d g e  b r e d  i g n o r a n c e .  B o t h ,  

P r a t t  and Naumberg,  e p i t o m i z e d  t h e  very  p rob lems  t h a t  Bode, 

Har t  and F r o e l i c h e r  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  new e d u c a t i o n .
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But ,  t h e  l a s t  word i n  t h i s  New Repub l i c  s e r i e s ,  "The 

New E d u c a t i o n  Ten Y e a r s  A f t e r "  b e l o n g e d  t o  Jo h n  Dewey.  At 

71 he  was  n o t  o n l y  t h e  f a t h e r  o f  t h e  new e d u c a t i o n ,  b u t  

h a d ,  a t  e v e r y  s t e p  o f  t h e  way,  u n f l i n c h i n g l y  co mme nt ed  on 

how b e s t  t o  c r e a t e  t h e  new s c h o o l s  f o r  t h e  new wor ld  which 

he  and C r o l y  had e n v i s i o n e d .  H i s  t h i n k i n g  had f r o m t h e  

f i r s t  i s s u e  o f  t h e  New R e p u b l i c , by way o f  Randolph Bourne,  

g i v e n  s u b s t a n c e  a n d  f o r m  t o  t h e  w h o l e  e d u c a t i o n a l  

e x p e r i m e n t  which had g r i p p e d  Amer ica  s i n c e  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  

c e n t u r y .  H i s  e s s a y  p o s e d  t h e  d i l e m m a  he o b s e r v e d  i n  t h e  

new e d u c a t i o n  i n  i t s  t i t l e ,  "How Much F r e e d om  i n  t h e  New 

S c ho o l s?"

J oh n  Dewey n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  new e d u c a t i o n  was  a

v a r i o u s  and s p r a w l i n g  e n t e r p r i s e  by 1930.  The most  obv ious

c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o g r e s s i v e  s c h o o l s  was t h a t  t h e y

were  a r e a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t r a d i t i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  t h e  e v i l s  o f

which were  u n d e n i a b l e .  But ,  t h i s  r a t h e r  n e g a t i v e  i mp e t us

w i t h i n  t h e  new e d u c a t i o n  had produced  a o n e - s i d e d  r e a c t i o n

w h i c h  m u s t  be  r e c t i f i e d ,  an o v e r - e m p h a s i s  on t h e  c h i l d . 33

Dewey b e l i e v e d  t h a t  p r o g r e s s i v e  e d u c a t o r s  i n  t h e i r  z e a l  t o

t h row o u t  t h e  f o r m a l i s m  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n  had f a i l e d

t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  t h e y  had d i s c a r d e d .

But r e b e l l i o n  a g a i n s t  f o r m a l  s t u d i e s  and l e s s o n s  
c a n  be e f f e c t i v e l y  c o m p l e t e d  o n l y  t h r o u g h  t h e  
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  new s u b j e c t  m a t t e r ,  a s  w e l l  
o r g a n i z e d  as  was t h e  o l d  -  indeed  b e t t e r  o r g a n i z e d  
i n  any v i t a l  s e n s e  o f  t h e  word o r g a n i z a t i o n  -  b u t  
hav i ng  an i n t i m a t e  and d e v e l o p ^ g  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  
e x p e r i e n c e  o f  t h o s e  i n  s c h o o l . 3*
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A s e c o n d  c o n c e r n  o f  Dewey’s was t h e  r e t r e a t  o f  t h e  

t e a c h e r .  Again,  he r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e  z e a l  t o  o b v i a t e  a d u l t  

i m p o s i t i o n  i n  e d u c a t i o n  h ad ,  u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  r e s u l t e d  i n  

c h i l d  i m p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  l e a r n i n g  p r o c e s s .  " W h a t  i s  

w a n t e d , "  Dewey w r o t e ,  " i s  t o  g e t  away f r om e v e r y  mode o f  

p e r s o n a l  d i c t a t i o n  . . . .  When t h e  emphas i s  f a l l s  upon having  

e x p e r i e n c e s  t h a t  a r e  e d u c a t i o n a l l y  w o r t h w h i l e  . . .  p u p i l s  

and t e a c h e r s  a l i k e  p a r t i c i p a t e . "35

C o n c e r n e d  o v e r  t h e  m i s u s e  o f  f r e e d o m  i n  many 

p r o g r e s s i v e  s c h o o l s ,  Dewey r e t u r n e d  t o  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  

a g a i n .  When g e n u i n e  c o n t r o l  and d i r e c t i o n  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  

e x i s t e d  w i t h i n  a s c h o o l ,  he b e l i e v e d  " r a t i o n a l  f r e e d o m "  

would  e m e r g e .  B u t ,  t h a t  wou ld  o c c u r  o n l y  t o  t h e  d e g r e e  

t h a t  a new b o d y  o f  k n o w l e d g e  h a d  b e e n  d e v e l o p e d . 35 

" P r o g r e s s i v e  e d u c a t i o n  m u s t  h a v e  a much l a r g e r ,  more  

e x p a n s i ve  and a d a p t a b l e  body o f  m a t e r i a l s  and a c t i v i t i e s ,  

d e v e l o p e d  t h r o u g h  c o n s t a n t  s t u d y  o f  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  and 

m e t h o d s  f a v o r a b l e  t o  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  . . .  o f  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g . "37

Dewey c l o s e d  w i t h  h i s  r e c u r r i n g  p l e a  f o r  more 

r e s e a r c h ,  more  d a t a ,  and more  e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n .  B u t ,  John 

Dewey was v e r y  much a w a r e  t h a t  A m e r i c a ,  and s c h o o l i n g  i n  

A m e r i c a ,  had u n d e r g o n e  e n o r mo u s  c h a n g e  s i n c e  t h e  d a y s  o f  

t h e  G a r y  P l a n ,  a nd  & ç h o a i s  £ o £  I o - M o £ r o W j .  And h i s  

a s s e s s m e n t ,  combined w i t h  t h o s e  o f  h i s  younger  c o l l e a g u e s  

i n  t h e  p a g e s  o f  t h e  JJeji R e p u b l i c  t h a t  summer  o f  1930,  

r e f l e c t e d  u n c e r t a i n t y ,  d i s m a y ,  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t ,  and even
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d i s g u s t  o v e r  t h e  s t a t e  o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  r e f o r m .  The b r i g h t  

wor ld  which t h e y  had wanted t o  b r i n g  abou t  seemed no c l o s e r  

t h a t  summer o f  C r o l y ' s  d e a t h .  Ye t ,  t h e s e  men and women had 

changed t h e  wo r l d ,  on ly  i t  had n o t  changed as  promised .
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CONCLUSION

I f  we c ou l d  f i r s t  know where  we a r e  and w h i t h e r  we 
a r e  t e n d i n g ,  we c ou l d  b e t t e r  j udge  what  t o  do and 
how t o  do i t .

L i nco l n

T h i s  s t u d y  h a s  r e l i e d  h e a v i l y  on t h e  w o r d s  o f  t h e  

New R e p u b l i c . I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  t h e  magazine  be a l l owed  

t o  s p e a k  f o r  i t s e l f .  What  i t  had t o  s a y  a b o u t  e d u c a t i o n  

seems now n e i t h e r  s u b t l e  o r  p ro f ound .  The New Repub l i c  was 

a c h r o n i c l e  f o r  a r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l  and s e l e c t  g r o u p  o f  

p e o p l e  who had g r e a t  a m b i t i o n  f o r  Amer ican e d u c a t i o n .  The 

heady o p t i m i s m  t h a t  pe rvaded  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  g e n e r a t e s , e v e n  

t o d a y ,  a n o s t a l g i a  f o r  l o s t  i d e a l i s m .  T h e r e  i s  e x c i t e m e n t  

i n  Randolph B our ne ’s d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  Gary P l an ,  and one 

t e n d s  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  s y s t e m j u s t  migh t  c r e a t e  t h e  new 

o r d e r ,  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  u t o p i a .  L i k e w i s e ,  Dewey’s e a r l y  

w r i t i n g  f o r  t h e  m a g a z i n e  r e f l e c t e d  c o n c e r n s  a b o u t  o u r  

c u l t u r e ,  and how g e  cou l d  a c h i e v e  i t .  Even t oday  t h e r e  i s  

hope ,  w i s t f u l  hope t h a t  i t  i s  t r u e .

E v e r y  g e n e r a t i o n  r e a d s  t h e  d o c u m e n t s  o f  t h e i r  

f a t h e r s  and t h i n k s  t h e m n a i v e .  B u t ,  t h e r e  i s  more  t h a n  

t h a t  i n  o p e r a t i o n  h e r e .  T h i s  w r i t e r ,  t h r o u g h o u t  h i s  

r e s e a r c h ,  was  r e m i n d e d  o f  a s p r i n g  day i n  1969,  when he and
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s e v e r a l  t housand  o t h e r  young peop l e  g a t h e r e d  in C e n t l n i a l  

P a r k  i n  N a s h v i l l e ,  T e n n e s s e e .  G a t h e r e d  on a g r e a t  l aw n  

b e f o r e  t h e  P a r t h e n on ,  t h e  l i f e - s i z e d  r e p r o d u c t i o n ,  p e r f e c t  

i n  e v e r y  d e t a i l ,  o f  t h e  m o s t  b e a u t i f u l  b u i l d i n g  e v e r  

c o n s t r u c t e d .  From t h a t  c i t a d e l  o f  W e s t e r n  c u l t u r e  we 

m a r c h e d ,  hand i n  h a n d ,  t o  p r o t e s t  a war  we b e l i e v e d  t o  be 

u n j u s t  t o  o u r  young m i n d s  and b o d i e s .  We m a r c he d  t o  t h e  

s t a t e  c a p i t o l ,  and g a t h e r e d  a b o u t  a s t a t u e  o f  Andrew 

Jac ks on ,  a s t r i d e  h i s  r ampan t  h o r s e .  There  s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  

" h e r o  o f  t h e  common man" we s h o u t e d  o b s c e n i t i e s  a t  o u r  

l e a d e r s ,  o u r  n a t i o n  and o u r  w o r l d .  T h a t  j o u r n e y  f r o m  t h e  

t e m p l e  o f  A t h e n a ,  Goddes s  o f  Wisdom,  t o  t h e  r u l e  o f  t h e  

mob,  t h e  l o w e s t  common d e n o m i n a t o r ,  i s  n o t  d i s s i m i l a r  t o  

t h e  j o u r n e y  e x p e r i e n c e d  by t h o s e  w a n t i n g  t o  r e s h a p e  

American e d u c a t i o n  a f t e r  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y .

J ohn  Dewey,  o f  c o u r s e ,  s eemed  a l w a y s  t o  h av e  a 

p l y o n - l i k e  s o l i d i t y  t o  h i s  p e r s o n a l i t y .  B u t ,  C r o l y  and 

B o u r n e  l o s t  n e r v e  and f a i t h ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  C r o l y  t u r n e d  

f r o m  s h r e w d  p o l i t i c a l  a n a l y s t  t o  I n d i a n  m y s t i c i s m ,  w h i l e  

B o u rn e  z e a l o u s l y  p r e a c h e d  a g o s p e l  o f  s a l v a t i o n  t h r o u g h  

e d u c a t i o n  o n l y  t o  f i n d  h i s  i d o l ,  Dewey,  had j o i n e d  camp 

w i t h  t h e  enemy,  compromis ing  e v e r y t h i n g  t h e  young b e l i e v e r  

t h o u g h t  i m p o r t a n t .  The o t h e r s  who made t h e  j o u r n e y  f r om 

t h e  t r a d i t i o n  o f  knowledge t o  t h e  f reedom o f  emo t i o n ,  l i k e  

M a r g a r e t  Naumberg and C a r o l i n e  P r a t t ,  seemed m o t i v a t e d  by 

unspoken d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n s  a bou t  l i f e  i n  g e n e r a l .
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The changes  t h e s e  peop l e  made in  e d u c a t i o n  which a re  

r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  New R e p u b l i c , w e r e  n o t  t h e  c h a n g e s  t h e y  

had e x p e c t e d  o r  d e s i r e d .  By 1930,  Dewey,  Bode,  and many 

o t h e r s  w e r e  c a l l i n g  f o r  a s e r i o u s  r e a s s e s s m e n t  o f  t h e  

d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  new e d u c a t i o n .  One o f  t h e  s a d d e s t  

c i r c u m s t a n c e s  i n  t h i s  s t ud y  a r e  t h e  a r t i c l e s  on t h e  p l i g h t  

o f  t h e  l i b e r a l  c o l l e g e .  T h e s e  a r t i c l e s  r e a d  l i k e  l o v e  

l e t t e r s  w r i t t e n  by men who know t h e i r  s u i t  i s  h o p e l e s s ,  bu t  

r e f u s e  t o  abandon t h e i r  d reams.

F i n a l l y ,  t h e  s p e c t a c l e  o f  e v a l u a t i n g  t h e  new

e d u c a t i o n  t e n  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  Na umber g ,  c r a z e d ,  P r a t t ,

s t u b b o r n ,  w h i l e  Bode,  F r o e l i c h e r ,  H a r t  and Dewey a r e

s a y i n g ,  i t ' s  t o o  much,  y o u ' v e  g on e  t o  f a r .  The p o i n t  ha s

b e e n  m i s s e d !  They m i g h t  a l m o s t  h a v e  s a i d  t h e  v e r y  t h i n g

Randolph Bourne s a i d  about  t h e  o l d  e d u c a t i o n  f i f t e e n  y e a r s

e a r l i e r  i n  v o l u m e  1,  nu mb er  1 o f  t h e  R e p u b l i c ;

C a l l  t h i s  t h i n g  t h a t  g o e s  on  i n  t h e  m o d e r n  
schoo l r oom s c h o o l i n g  i f  you l i k e ,  on ly  d o n ' t  c a l l  
i t  e d u c a t i o n .

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FURTHER STUDY

The  a n a l y s i s  o f  how a p a r t i c u l a r  p u b l i c a t i o n  

r e p o r t e d  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  s ce ne  o f f e r s  e n d l e s s  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  

f o r  r e s e a r c h .  S t u d i e s  s i m i l a r  t o  t h i s  one  on m a g a z i n e s  

s u c h  a s  t h e  N a t i o n , H a r p e r ' s  We e k l y , and t h e  A t l a n t i c  

Mo n t h l v  c o u l d  g i v e  f u r t h e r  i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  A m e r i c a n  

j o u r n a l i s t i c  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d  e d u c a t i o n .  C o n t i n u e d  

c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  f îeü R e p u b l i c ' s  e d u c a t i o n a l  p o i n t  o f
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v ie w i n  i t s  l a t e r  y e a r s  and u n d e r  o t h e r  e d i t o r s  a l s o  i s  

f e a s i b l e .

The HêM Rep u b l i c  d e v o t e d  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  a mo un t  o f  

s p a c e  t o  t h e  l o c a l  p o l i t i c s  o f  New York C i t y  e d u c a t i o n ,  

i . e .  B o a r d s  o f  E d u c a t i o n  e l e c t i o n s ,  m a y o r a l  p o s i t i o n s  on 

e d u c a t i o n ,  a n d  l o c a l  t e a c h e r  v e r s u s  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  

c o n f l i c t s .  These t o o ,  cou ld  be o f  s p e c i a l i z e d  i n t e r e s t  t o  

t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  h i s t o r i a n .

Th i s  w r i t e r  was c u r i o u s  abou t  t h e  c o n n e c t i o n  be tween 

H e r b e r t  C r o l y ' s  t h o u g h t  and t h a t  o f  J oh n  Dewey.  The 

p h i l o s o p h i c a l  and p o l i t i c a l  meshing o f  t h e i r  t h o u g h t  seems 

e v i d e n t  f rom t h e i r  New Repub l i c  a r t i c l e s ,  however ,  a f u l l  

s c a l e  s t u d y  o f  t h e i r  i n t e l l e c t u a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  i s  needed t o  

d i s c o v e r  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  t h e  Croly-Dewey c o n n e c t i o n .

W h i l e  n o t  a d i r e c t  o u t g r o w t h  o f  t h i s  s t u d y ,  o t h e r  

a r e a s  f o r  p o s s i b l e  r e s e a r c h  i n c l u d e  a t h o r o u g h  h i s t o r y  o f  

t h e  New S c h o o l  f o r  S o c i a l  R e s e a r c h ,  an a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  

i n t e l l e c t u a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  among John Dewey, W i l l i a m  W i r t ,  

Randolph Bourne ,  and t h e i r  p r o mo t i o n  fo  t h e  Gary P l a n ,  and 

s t u d i e s  o f  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  t h o u g h t  o f  Agnes  DeLima and 

Mar ga r e t  Naumberg.
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