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What to 
expect in 
this talk

My qualifications to talk about this

What I mean by AI

Where AI might be useful

Reason 1 why I don’t like AI

Reason 2, same

Reason 3, also same

Conclusion



What is AI?

“AI refers to a range of 
technologies and methods that 
enable machines to exhibit 
intelligent behavior.” 



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Generative_artificial_intelligence



https://medium.com/data-science-at-microsoft/how-large-language-models-work-91c362f5b78f





A sonnet about my 
cat Daisy in the style 
of Shakespeare
by Microsoft Copilot
Upon a velvet throne she takes her rest,
A queenly creature, fair and full of grace,
With eyes like emeralds, bright and ever-blest,
She reigns supreme within her cozy space.

Her fur, a silken robe of purest white,
Doth glisten in the gentle morning light,
And in her purrs, a melody so sweet,
A symphony that makes my heart complete.

When shadows fall and night begins to creep,
She curls beside me, soft and warm and deep,
A guardian of dreams, my faithful friend,
In her embrace, all worries find their end.

O Daisy, thou art more than just a pet,
In thee, a love I never shall forget.



A haiku about metadata
by Microsoft Copilot

Hidden in plain sight,
Data about data’s life,
Silent guide, so bright.



NSFW



https://exlibrisgroup.co
m/announcement/ai-
enrichment-metadata-
generator/



Reason 1



What is the 
energy cost of . . . 

Building a data center

Running a data center

Multiple data centers

Training AI

Training multiple instances of AI

Day to day use of AI



https://arstechnica.com/informa
tion-technology/2015/02/the-big-
deal-about-big-data-your-guide-
to-what-the-heck-it-actually-
means/



What is the 
energy cost of . . . 

Building a data center

Running a data center

Multiple data centers

Training AI

Training multiple instances of AI

Day to day use of AI



https://www.statista.com/statistics/1228433/data-centers-worldwide-by-country/



What is the 
energy cost of . . . 

Building a data center

Running a data center

Multiple data centers

Training AI

Training multiple instances of AI

Day to day use of AI



Reason 2



(https://www.reddit.com/r/singularity/comments/1enqk04/how_
many_rs_in_strawberry_why_is_this_a_very/)

https://www.reddit.com/r/singularity/comments/1enqk04/how_many_rs_in_strawberry_why_is_this_a_very/
https://www.reddit.com/r/singularity/comments/1enqk04/how_many_rs_in_strawberry_why_is_this_a_very/




https://mitadmissions.org/blogs/entry/how-i-
feel-about-ai-generated-art/

https://mitadmissions.org/blogs/entry/how-i-feel-about-ai-generated-art/
https://mitadmissions.org/blogs/entry/how-i-feel-about-ai-generated-art/


Prompt: Please provide citations for seminal articles 
in Information Literacy.

















1. DOI goes to 
wrong article

2. DOI does not 
exist

3. DOI Does not 
exist

4. Correct DOI

5. Correct DOI



Pubmed Search Strategies blog 

(https://pubmedsearches.blogspot.com/2021/10/infliximab-keywords-and-mesh.html)

"Infliximab"[Mesh] OR infliximab* OR infliksimab* 
OR  170277-31-3 OR abp-710 OR abp710 OR avakine 
OR avsola OR ca2 OR centnf OR flammegis OR flixabi 
OR gp-1111 OR gp1111 OR inflectra OR ixifi OR pf-
06438179 OR pf-6438179 OR pf06438179 OR 
pf6438179 OR remicade OR remsima OR renflexis OR 
revellex OR ta-650 OR ta650 OR zessly

https://pubmedsearches.blogspot.com/2021/10/infliximab-keywords-and-mesh.html


PubMed Search Strategy
1.Start with the MeSH term for infliximab:

•Infliximab [MeSH]
2.Combine with relevant conditions or diseases:

•For example, if you’re interested in inflammatory 
bowel disease:

•Inflammatory Bowel Diseases [MeSH]
•Crohn Disease [MeSH]
•Colitis, Ulcerative [MeSH]

3.Include pharmacological actions if needed:
•Tumor Necrosis Factor Inhibitors [MeSH]

4.Combine terms using Boolean operators:
•To find articles on infliximab and its use in 
Crohn’s disease:

Infliximab [MeSH] AND Crohn Disease [MeSH] 
5.Add subheadings to refine your search:

•For specific aspects like adverse effects or 
therapeutic use:

Infliximab [MeSH] AND Crohn Disease [MeSH] AND 
"adverse effects" [Subheading] 
6.Example of a comprehensive search string:
Infliximab [MeSH] AND (Inflammatory Bowel Diseases 
[MeSH] OR Crohn Disease [MeSH] OR Colitis, Ulcerative 
[MeSH]) AND "adverse effects" [Subheading]

Prompt: 
Please provide search terms for a PubMed search using 
MeSH terms for the drug infliximab

Here are some MeSH (Medical Subject Headings) terms 
you can use for a PubMed search on infliximab:

1.Infliximab

2.Tumor Necrosis Factor-alpha/antagonists & inhibitors

3.Monoclonal Antibodies

4.Rheumatoid Arthritis/drug therapy

5.Crohn Disease/drug therapy

6.Ulcerative Colitis/drug therapy

7.Psoriasis/drug therapy

8.Ankylosing Spondylitis/drug therapy

9.Drug Hypersensitivity

10.Infusion Reactions
of the drug infliximab.

Prompt: 
Please provide a PubMed search strategy using MeSH terms 
for the drug infliximab



Results for the search hedge



6.Example of a comprehensive search string:
Infliximab [MeSH] AND (Inflammatory Bowel Diseases [MeSH] OR Crohn Disease [MeSH] OR Colitis, Ulcerative [MeSH]) AND "adverse 
effects" [Subheading]



Reason 3



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_datasets_for_machine-learning_research#Internet



• https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/06/technology/te
ch-giants-harvest-data-artificial-intelligence.html



Is the potential for copyright violation of generative AI data 
a problem for librarians?



In 
conclusion

Reason 1: AI’s appetite for energy 
is unsustainable and contributes 
to climate problems.

Reason 2: AI’s inaccuracies lead 
to more work for librarians

Reason 3: AI’s use of data sure 
looks like it’s violating copyright 
laws.



“prose consists less and less of words chosen for the sake of their 
meaning, and more and more of phrases tacked together like the sections 
of a prefabricated hen-house.”

“… modern writing at its worst does not consist in picking out words for the 
sake of their meaning and inventing images in order to make the meaning 
clearer. It consists in gumming together long strips of words which have 
already been set in order by someone else, and making the results 
presentable by sheer humbug.”

https://www.orwellfoundation.com/the-orwell-foundation/orwell/essays-and-other-works/politics-and-the-
english-language/
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