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PREFACE 

The purpose of this study is not merely to tell the 

basic story of the first half - century of the Oklahoma 

Historical Society, but to convey its unique life and flavor . 

I endeavor to present a detailed history of the development , 

character, and growth of the organization . First and fore­

most of all intentions, this is to be a discussion of the 

human experience in the life of the institution. 

Rather than focusing on numerous statistics or insti­

tutional mechanics, this thesis examines the human dynamics 

of those early years of existence. The interests and abil­

ities of the founders, officers, employees and early histo­

rians shaped the character of the Historical Society and 

promoted its growth through occasional periods of difficulty . 

Their successes as well as their mistakes will be explained. 

Oklahoma ' s historical institution was unique among 

other state historical associations because it was estab-

lished fourteen years before statehood. In that regard, 

the infant organization was in the enviable position of 

collecting newspapers, documents , artifacts and information 

concerning territorial and state development as it happened . 
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The Society had to gather material from the past but could 

chronicle formative, current events before they were history. 

That clearl y reflected the determination of the founders 

to encourage an appreciation of the past, therefore preserv­

ing Oklahoma's heritage. 

This presentation begins in Kingfisher, Oklahoma 

Territory in May 1893, and runs the course o f five decades , 

ending in 1943 , during World War II. As one generation of 

influence passed another took its p lace , therefore dominant 

personalities emerged to leave a lasting impression through­

out the organizational life cycle. That is why the human 

factor has been so vital. Such men as Wi lliam P . Campbell, 

Jasper Sipes, Robert L. Williams and Joseph Thoburn had 

a major influence. Women were also involved in t h e life 

of the Historical Society, with Emma Estil l-Harbour and 

Muriel Wright leaving lasting impressions as well. 

In the first chapter, t he stage will be set . A his­

torical association i s a unique , almost contradictory com­

bination of preserving the past while trying to g row for 

the f uture. I have tried to recreate a sense of what was 

occurring in 1893 by presenting a broad picture to clarif y 

a specific segment. Briefly , I have discussed a concept 

(the Turner Thesis) that was to become a revolutionary idea 

in the study of history, and what was happening nationally to 

historical societies in America. In my discussion on the h e r ­

itage of Oklahoma, two frontiers (the Indian and Anglo 
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frontiers) and four historical phases have been mentioned to 

provide a manageable context regarding the historiography of 

Oklahoma. 

The second chapter opens with a brief history of early 

territorial newspapers and the development of rival press 

associations. It continues with the founding of the Oklahoma 

Historical Society in 1893, then chronicles the years at 

Kingfisher and Norman. The material covers the life of one 

organization, then two, and finally, one again. Initial 

trial and error approach adds spice to that portion and the 

determinations of W. P. Campbell and the other early leaders 

are its solid stock. Though the greatest period of growth 

was still ahead, those years were crucial to the survival of 

the young organization. These were the foundation years. 

Chapter three covers the first move to Oklahoma City, 

with the years spent in the Carnegie Library, then the period 

in the basement of the State Capitol. Those years were sign­

ificant because of the various individuals who became asso­

ciated with the Society and the institutional changes which 

took place. It was also an important period in publication 

venture because of the deve lopment of Historia in 1909, and 

more significantly, the Chronicles of Oklahoma in 1921 . The 

Carnegie years brough stability in leadership, while the 

Capitol years produced a combination of growth and problems. 

In chapter four, I discuss the evolut ion of the 

Chronicles and how it differed from the earlier publications , 
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Mistletoe Leaves and Historia. To cover the scope of each 

publication, mention is made of their deve lopment and the 

contents of each . The material on the Chronicles covers the 

early financ i al and individual difficulties whi ch took place. 

With the eventual success of the Chronicles, gifted histor­

ians had a medium to communicate their research, through 

articles on the history of Oklahoma and its many aspects. 

The final chapter is vital to the scope of this study 

because of the growth of the institution and its movement 

into a permanent home--the Temple of His tory. That period, 

from 1930 to 1943, was one which witnessed a number of ma­

jor accomplishments, including the transfer of tribal records 

and the projects of the W.P.A. Power struggle , profess ional 

jealousy, and personality conflicts caused the removal of 

one of the society's most valuable l eader s a nd t h e magnitude 

of that long feud is discussed. On the whole, the years 

spent in the new Historical Building we r e characterized by 

major accomplishments . 

Throughout the contents of this work, significant 

individuals are introduced, t h en their association with the 

society i s blended into the developments that take place . 

Whether on the board l evel or employee level, thei r contri­

butions to the l ife of the institution are discussed. The 

four early historians, Joseph Thoburn , Edward Everett Dale, 

Grant Foreman, and Muriel Wright, are discussed b ecause of 

thei r relationship with the Society and t hei r accomplishments 
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in books and articles . William P. Campbell is mentioned 

throughout this work because of his role as founder of the 

Historical Society. 

Discussion of the efforts of the Society to preserve 

the records of Oklahoma ' s remarkable history , coupled with 

the tremendous influence of various individuals const i tute 

the essence of the fi fty-year study . What the founders 

envisioned in the beginning and how those expectations ac­

t ually turned out will materialize as the work progresses . 

The s uccesses as well as the fai l u res receive attention. 

In actuality, the Society i s telling its own story, through 

the many pages of manuscripts, newspapers, organizational 

magaz ines , the Chronicles and other sources, which will 

serve to magnify the institution. 

Grateful acknowledgement is extende d to the following 

individuals who h ave directly or indirectly helped me i n the 

completion of the work . Appreciation is offered to Elmer 

Fraker , who took the time to visit with me v i a t wo long 

distance telephone interviews. Always kind and informat ive , 

Mr. Fraker helped shed new l i ght on matters regarding the 

society and especially on his personal friends h ip with the 

late Joseph Thoburn. A word of thanks is also given to 

Mr s . Alice Everett and Mrs. Edna Bowman f or their helpful 

s uggestions . I would also like to express appreciation to 

Ms. Vickie Williams for her many hours in typing the final 

product. 
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A special word o f appreciation is extended to the 

members of my master's committee at the Unive rsity of 

Oklahoma--Dr . Arrell M. Gibson, George Lynn Cross Research 

Professor of History; Dr . Paul F . Sharp, President Emeritus 

and Regents Professor of History; and Dr. John S . Ezell, 

David Ross Boyd Professor of History. The ir patience and 

encouragement guided my progress throughout t he course of 

this project and without their suggestions and s upport , 

this task might never have been achieved . 

Special gratitude i s offered to Dr. Gibson, who di­

rected t hi s work. He suggested t h at I deliver a paper on 

this topi c before the members of the Oklahoma Association 

of Professional Historians, which proved to be a tremendous 

confidence-builder for me. His insistence on high standards 

in research a nd writing has been an inspiration in the ac­

complishment of this goal. Always patient, he examined 

the contents of this work from beginning to end . 

I extend my gratitude to Jack Haley and John Caldwell 

from the Western History Collection at the University of 

Oklahoma. Their suggestions opened new channels in my re­

search . The papers from the M. L . Wardell, Sidney Clarke , 

C. Ross Hume , and Edward Everett Dale Collections are vital 

ingredients in this paper. 

From the Oklahoma Historical Society , I wish to t hank 

the staff members from the Museums and Si tes Division, 

Archives and Manuscripts Division, Newspaper Department and 
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They shared the hardships and joys of this work and are 
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"seine the pools" towards a better understanding in writing. 
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THE OKLAHOMA HI STORI CAL SOC I ETY, 

1893 - 1 9 43 

CHAPTER I 

EIGHTEEN NINETY-THREE 

In the spring of 1893, perhaps the last place most 

people envisioned the establishment of a historical society 

was the territorial region of the central United States 

known as the Twin Territories (Ind ian Territory and Oklah oma 

Territory). If however , there is such a thing as the right 

moment for the birth of such an institution then the fut ure 

state of Oklahoma possessed very good timing . Not only 

the region, but the nation itself was experiencing a period 

of excitement, with deep pride in the past , rapi d change 

for the present and tremendous hopes for the future . 

The last decade of the Nineteen-century saw the Union 

nearly complete in its continental jigsaw of states , leaving 

only a few territories without statehood status. Only the 

Twin Territories, together with those of Arizona, New Mexico 

and Alaska remained without statehood status . The old na­

tionalistic impulse , fondly referred to as Manifest Destiny, 

to spread American influence from ocean to ocean and advance 
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freedom within these borders was nearly realized. 1 A new 

vision of expansion beyond those limits, coupled with flir­

tations toward world power statu s , was forming in the minds 

of many. This new nationalism was filled with g r eat dreams 

and powered by steep change which Americans easily equated 

to their own traditions. They therefore t u rned to t he past 

to give justification for the fut ure. 

Americans never tired of hear i ng stories concerning 

the frontier advancement. Pioneers had gone beyond the 

natural barriers, braved the elements and fought the Indian 

in his domain to stake the claim for democracy. This vision 

was branded into the very heart and soul of national pride 

and destiny. As everyone learned, the vast territories of 

the United States had been secured because of American ex­

pansion toward the unknown and the dangers on the westward 

horizon. 

In 1893 Andrew Carnegie wrote, "the old nations of 

the earth creep at a snails pace; the Republic thunders past 

with the rush of an express. 112 Many viewed American progress 

in this light , and during this period, they felt the time 

right for spreading American influence beyond the establish­

ed borders to other new areas within the hemisphere . With 

economic considerations accompanying rapid industrialization, 

uncertainty of our defense in case of outside penetration 

from Europe, sense of Christian duty and the basic desire 

to spread democracy, the time seemed right to venture out. 
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Cuba, the Sandwich Islands (Hawaii), and regions of Central 

and South America came under this nation ' s watchful eye. 

With those considerations, the manifest push of the past was 

adjusted to meet the new schemes for the days ahead. 

The Nation's Centennial was less than two decades 

past with the renewed pride and patriotism of that event 

still fresh to many. It was gratifying to reflect upon all 

which had been accomplished within the period of a single 

century. Simply put, the nation was caught up with itself 

and the same drive which affected the country as a whole was 

occurring within the borders of states and territories on a 

smaller scale. In each region people were aware of their 

special contributions to the development of the United 

States. 

To accompany this renewed regional pride, the study 

of history was undergoing a change. Perhaps the single 

greatest impact on historiography in this nation, certainly 

on the West, occurred in the summer of 1893. In that year, 

a paper titled "The Significance of the Frontier in American 

History" was delivered before members of the American 

Historical Association at Chicago by Frederick Jackson 

Turner. Turner declared, "the existence of an area of free 

land, its continuous recession, and advance of American 

settlement westward, explained American development." The 

frontier he spoke of was "the outer edge of the wave--the 

meeting point between savagery and civilization. 113 
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The Turner thesis gave new express i on to the percep­

tion of the westward advance and shifted t he focus of t he 

significance of American history and development f r om 

European origins along the Atlantic seaboar d to the cont i ­

nental interior . This view also helped stimulate interest 

in state and territor i al history as well. What Tu r ner did 

was plant an unwelcome seed in 18 9 3 , the f u ll growth of 

wh ich occurr ed as the years progressed , with a new gener a­

tion of historians to welcome what he said and base many of 

their assumptions on his. Among the many Turnerian scholar s 

to make an impact on western h i story, Edward Everett Dale , a 

former student of Turner, left a permanent mark o n the study 

of Oklahoma history and the historical society which was 

created to preserve it. 

To accompany the c h anges in thought, historical 

societies were making improvements and gradually emerging 

into institutions which were better prepared to meet the de­

mands of a wider audience . Seeking historical records has 

been a popular enterprise for many Americans, and the pau­

city of research libraries in the first half of the nine­

teenth century stimulated the establishment of historical 

societies to meet this need . Before the Civil War , every 

state east of Texas except Delaware maintained historical 

organizations, amounting to sixty-five such institutions by 

1860. Those early institutions were established for a vari­

ety of reasons and many developed regional characteristics . 
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Southern organizations were created for charitable inten­

tions, while the western societies were primarily fraternal . 4 

As the years passed however , many of the institutions were 

in need of change and new direction. 

The year 1849 marked the establishment of the State 

Historical Society of Wisconsin . 5 This organization intro­

duce d new direction and became a model for institutions 

which were developing throughout the West. As the years 

progressed, the people behind historical associations be­

came increasingly aware of their need to upgrade facilities, 

to clarify and expand their responsibilities and provide 

service for an increasing number of people. In short, 

Historical Societies were becoming more open , and by 1893 , 

these organizations were competitors for a share of the 

publics' attention and support. 

The direct link to t h e development and basic goals of 

the Oklahoma Historical Society was the Kansas organization, 

which was created in 1875. The Kansas State Historical 

Society became the first to make the preservation of state 

newspapers and other publications the primary function . 

Several future members of the Oklahoma Press Association, 

including W. P. Campbell, were present when the Kansas press 

organized that society , and they incorporated many aspects 

of that experience into the development of the Oklahoma 

organization in 1893 . 6 

Members of the Oklahoma Press Association, who created 
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the Oklahoma Historical Society, had the bene f it of the 

studies which had been made in the development of better 

historical associations throughout the country . Men with 

plans for the f uture of both territories saw the need to 

preserve the records during this formative period. Also , 

many felt that it was essential to for m an organization 

which might help overcome in the fut ure , the negative image 

which had p lagued the Twin Territories . Stephen Long had 

labeled it part of the "Great American Desert" and unfit 

for civilized man. The federal government used it as a 

dumping ground for displaced Indian tribes who stood in the 

way of the advance of the American frontier. As territories 

became states, Oklahoma had to wait for the future when it 

too might gain statehood status. 

With the desire to preserve historical records of 

both territories, the founders were also making an attempt 

to change Oklahoma's image. This was a positive step in the 

documentation of Oklahoma's interesting history and it ex­

pressed a pride in the past, which needed preserving for 

future benefit. The spring of 1893 saw the formation of the 

Oklahoma Historical Society, but statehood had to wait an­

other fourteen years. 

The Twin Territories of Oklahoma offered a microcosm 

of the Indian and Western heritage of the nation. For years, 

the region had captured the imaginations of many people from 

other parts of the country. Images of great buffalo herds , 
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Indian drama, and frontier endeavors were all part of the 

very real life of the area. The heritage of the West was 

basic to the heritage of Oklahoma , and that experience , 

though not entirely unique, was certainly significant in 

Amer i can growth. In discussing the history of Oklahoma , two 

basic frontiers emerge--the Indian frontier and the Western 

frontier. For clarity, the experience is divided into four 

phases, with the Historical Society being part of one phase. 

If there is a uniqueness about the history of Oklahoma 

it would certainly be as the final Indian frontier. At one 

time, numerous tribes occupied the whole of what we now call 

the United States and great language families were spread 

across enormous , geographical sections. Algonkian tribes 

were concentrated in the area north of the Ohio River, while 

the great nations comprising the Iroquoian peoples inhabited 

the Northern Appalachians. Muskogean tribes were situated 

in the lower Mississippi Valley while the Siouian families 

were in the upper Mississippi Valley. These groups along 

with others, show the enormous aboriginal presence in this 

t . 7 na ion. 

Oklahoma shares this heritage with other regions, but 

there is a point where the common thread separates , and by 

1893, many tribes which once dominated other regions were 

concentrated into this single territory. Their livelihoods , 

customs and beliefs had been transferred over place and 

time, while their former lands were being occupied by an 
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entirely different race and culture . 

The story of Oklahoma ' s Indian frontier began many 

centuries ago . In terms of human existence, traces of life 

perhaps fifteen thousand years old may be found here . Ar­

chaeologists have discovered the presence of primitive 

hunters--Clovis man and his successor, Folsom man, from 

projectile points found in Oklahoma, 8 while excavation sites 

have yielded a wealth of information concerning the exist­

ence of primitive people in the area . Following the period 

of the hunters was a span of several thousand years during 

which early man wandered about in search of food and shelter. 

Traces found in caves in the Ozarks of the northeastern sec­

tion and in the Panhnadle, as well as fi ndings among the 

creek and river beds, have definitely proven the existence 

of early man in Oklahoma. 9 

The Golden Age of Oklahoma prehistory was discovered 

at the Spiro Mounds site which contained fabulous artifacts 

dating from the period 900 to 1450 A.D. Early Indian tribes 

of the western plains invaded the Spiro civilization , and 

European explorers also entered the region during this pe-

riod, 1200-1500. Indian people of at least three language 

stocks--Caddoan , Siouan, and Athapascan--lived in the re­

gion at the time of Spanish penetration. 10 In the years up 

to the great removals of the nineteenth century , various 

tribes wandered through Oklahoma from time to time. 

Included in his famous journ als of the 1832 trip into 
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the Pawnee hunting country of Oklahoma , Washington Irving 

presented a moving description of members of two Indian 

tribes which were encountered along the way . A Creek Indian 

on horseback, "formed a picturesque object , in unison with 

the wi l d scenery around him , " and having looked the party 

over, he soon disappeared among the trees . A young Osage , 

"with the fine Roman countenance common to his tribe," Irving 

felt might have furnished an excellent model for statuary . 11 

Irving and his companions saw themselves as mere tourists in 

a soon-to-be -lost frontier. These early descriptions re ­

flect the dignity of a proud people who even today have not 

comp letely lost their relationship with the natural world 

which has always been basic to their heritage . 

The systematic Indian removals in the early nineteent h 

century, introduced a new era to the aboriginal drama of 

Oklahoma. Before, the Indian lived in the region because it 

was his wish; now he was forced there because of the wish of 

others . The removal of Indian tribes f rom their native 

homes was a sad consequence of the American frontier advance 

and Oklahoma became a tool of the federal government in this 

process. The removals were the political remedy to the 

" Indian problem," and with this general mentality, the sit ­

uation became a case where, "the Indian always r etreated , 

the white man always advanced . 1112 

Thomas Jefferson, the genius of American thought , 

must bear part of the initial blame for the nature of the 



10 

Indian policy . The Jeffersonian attempt to provide what 

was felt to be in the best interest for the I ndian only aid­

ed in the elimination of the tribal order, and helped set a 

narrow precedent . Jefferson proposed to use the Louisiana 

acquisition as a haven for the various Eastern tribes. Many 

13 saw this as a simple solution to t he Indian problem. Th e 

seed was planted . 

Andrew Jackson was t he Chief Executive who actually 

carried the removal plan to reality . The situation was 

simple , the Five Civilized Tribes owned vast tracts of prime 

land which was desired by whites . The attit ude of extermi­

nation was a very real possibility in the minds of many , 

therefore for this reason as well as other concerns , t he 

national leaders felt they were saving the aboriginal from 

extinction, by moving them to the lands west of the 

M
. . . . 14 1ss1ss1pp1 . The removals were long and bitter , and com-

prise a sad chapter in the pages of American history. Later 

government policies were made along t hese lines, and more 

tribes from various sections of the country were sent to the 

Indian Territory . Oklahoma gained a varied aboriginal herit­

age. 

In its capacity as a relocation center , Indian 

Territory was divided into numerous sections to accomodate 

the various tribes which had transferred their traditional 

cultures and languages . In the long run, the heritage of 

the individual tribes became the cumulative legacy of the 
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Indian Territory. The later land runs were comparable to 

the entry of the tribes, because both brought successive 

waves of people , with varying backgrounds , into a common 

geographic region. The Indian removals were actually the 

first openings in Oklahoma, the difference being that those 

people were forced here while the later settlers came volun­

tarily. The settlement of Oklahoma , therefore became an in­

tense localized example of the national melting pot concept 

with the amalgamation of di fferent tribes, followed by the 

infusion of different nationalities, races, ethnic groups, 

and lifestyles of the later non-Indian settlers . 

It was this transfer and mingling of many native 

customs and beliefs which gave the Indian frontier of 

Oklahoma a special quality. The nation had shifted the 

fortunes of an entire race of people and attempted to create 

new homes for many. This aboriginal presence, which was 

given up by many other regions, has proven significant in 

the heritage of Oklahoma and their loss was Oklahoma ' s gain . 

Oklahoma represented another dimension in the herit­

age of the United States--the Western experience . As 

Americans pushed beyond the many barriers to settle new 

lands and seek the "fresh start , " they created a series of 

successive frontiers. First, beyond the Appalachians, then 

across the Missouri and Mississippi Rivers, and finally 

pushing toward the Pacific. Great land acquisitions such as 

the Louisiana Purchase, the Mexican Cession, and the Oregon 
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country provided incentives for the people and their expan­

sionist attitudes. 

Frederick Jackson Turner spoke of the peculiarity of 

institutions in America , with their need to , "adapt them­

selves to the changes of an expanding people--to the changes 

involved in crossing a continent, in winning a wilderness , 

and in developing at each area of this process . 11 He spoke 

of the West as having a "nationalizing tendency" which trans-

15 formed the country. The term "frontier" holds different 

meanings, one of which is state of mind. To the people who 

headed west, the frontier seized their imaginations and 

pushed them into a dangerous and unknown world, which re­

warded some and broke many . 

The West has long been a place for new beginnings 

and it is a constant reminder of our national youth and 

determination. The West also represents national vastness . 

In comparison to most nations , the United States had a big 

backyard and many people simply moved into it . Whether one 

completely agrees with the Turner Thesis or not, there is 

no question that the image of the Western frontier has been 

a vital force in the national character. It was important 

throughout the early years , it was a factor in the eventual 

penetration into the Pacific Basin in the 1890's and the 

concept is still with us. 

Oklahoma possessed a colorful Western heritage which 

represented a microcosm of the Western experience in the 
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nation . During each of Oklahoma's frontier stages--the 

early Spanish explorations to the arrival of the first 

Choteau's, up the path of the Chisholm Trail, during the 

land runs, through the mineral discoveries and even today, 

Oklahoma has contributed to the development of the nation . 

In American expansion fur hunters, stockmen, miners, 

soldiers, missionaries, civilized Indians, merchants, and 

pioneer settlers have established their unique presence on 

the frontier, 
16 

and those various groups were a l l present 

in the development of Oklahoma. Military installations 

cont ributed to the defense of the country and aided scien­

tific and topographical exploration as well. When first 

constructed, Fort Gibson was on the outer frontier of the 

Louisiana Territory, making it the farthest westward out­

post in the United States. 17 Fort Sill, which was estab­

lished much later , earned a place in history as a vital 

military outpost in the Indian country. 

Several of the great cattle trails crossed the ter­

ritory, therefore providing great concourses by which large 

herds were driven north. "People Trails" were also part 

of the Oklahoma experience. The Trail of Tears , which 

brought the displaced Cherokees to the region, was repre­

sentative of the other sorrow- filled paths which brought the 

dispossessed. A century later , another group of people 

would travel the modern Route 66, and more recently 

Interstate 40 across and then out of Oklahoma toward the 
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e nvisione d promise d lands of California, marking the con­

tinuous flow of history , the movement of the unwante d . 

The most spectacu l ar developme nt r e presented one of 

the basic t hemes of the wes tern thought in Ame rica--the 

fresh start. Man y people came to Oklahoma because of a 

dream for livelihood and land, and this pioneer spirit has 

been a vital force in the history of the region. That dimen­

sion adds · a special human drama to the overall scope and 

character of Oklahoma, a nd the institutions which developed . 

The people came, as the Indians be f ore them, from many parts 

of the country a nd for a variety of reasons . Oklahoma was 

composed of a mixed civilization which established a life­

style similar to their p asts , therefore the cultural trans­

fer continued . Land was the key, and it resulted in an u n­

precedented rush of t housand s of people in f ive s uccessive 

land runs, which changed foreve r the fort unes of Oklahoma . 

Out of these land runs a state was born , and its spirit re­

mained with the people--i t was in their blood. 18 

The Western frontier of Oklahoma was r epresentative 

of the great pioneer spirit of the nation. There a r e so 

many other components to the overall experience including 

legendary lawmen and notorious outlaws who roamed the Twin 

Ter ritories. Railroads and industry helped develop the re­

gion . The famous and infamous passed through to leave their 

marks on the character of Oklahoma. 

I mentioned t he use of four phases to distinguish 
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the Oklahoma experience , and the frontiers of the Indian and 

the West r epresent key factors to this approach. The first 

phase covers the period before the nation gained its inde­

pendence from Great Britain . It reflects the primitive life 

in the region and includes the later encroachment by European 

explorers. Though the region played no significant role in 

the nation-building events of the eastern United States, 

there was still a life present and a basic push for survival 

in this uncompromising region. First the Indian, and then 

the white man and the African became a factor in the life of 

the area . During this period, the region existed merely as 

an appendage of other nations which controlled the continen­

tal interior from time to time . 

Phase two covers an extended period , from the end of 

the Revolutionary War to 1889, and it represents a signifi ­

cant span in Oklahoma's character development. The region 

became a part of the territorial acquisition of the United 

States known as the Louisiana Purchase , and it played a vital 

role in the Government ' s policy to relocate various Indian 

tribes which had been moved from more densely settled areas 

of the country . Therefore , Indian Territory was in a posi­

tion o f being a tool for the government to use, as it saw 

f it. People traveled through the area and some r emained , 

but generally Oklahoma existed for the purpose of adopting 

the unwanted . This was the Golden Age of the Indian and 

Western frontier in Oklahoma. The desire for land and the 
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the quest for eventual statehood, brought about the next 

phase. 

The relatively short period from 1889 to statehood 

in 1907 was a time of high expectations, rapid growth and 

promotion. In many ways it was a reflection of the 

national experience . The leaders of the new Oklahoma 

Territory wanted a much larger role in the national scene, 

not just as a territory, but as a state . The people of 

Indian Territory pushed for an Indian state to be named 

Sequoyah, but the effort failed. Leaders in the Twin 

Territories were determined not to fall short of their 

goal, therefore towns grew up overnight, industry evolved, 

and institutions were developed early. 

The Oklahoma Historical Society was established to 

gather the valuable records pertaining to Oklahoma's herit­

age, therefore it was part of an overall desire to preserve 

the past and present while helping promote the region for 

the future . The leaders of Oklahoma Territory succeeded 

because of the approach which was used to carry out their 

long-range plans . In the Indian Territory, traditions 

tended to weigh them down, plus the threat of non-Indian 

settlement placed them in a defensive position, which 

halted progress. The people of Oklahoma Territory made the 

right moves, and at the right time . In November 1907, their 

efforts were rewarded and the Twin Territories became a 

single state . 
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In the final phase , Oklahoma became one of the forty­

six states which then comprised the Union . There was a 

partnership which developed with the rest of the nation and 

Oklahoma's goals were blended into national affairs and 

vice versa. Oklahoma is still in this phase--increasing 

population and gradually improving . 

The Oklahoma Historical Society was born during this 

time of great excitement and r apid growth . It was a key 

element in the promotion of the region, and it has been a 

continuing part of the activities of this state . The Society 

is a repository of the records of the past and it has defi­

nitely had a stake in the growth of Oklahoma. When the in­

stitution was established in May 1893, the fou nders knew 

that the Twin Territories had a past which was worth pre­

serving, in addition they could gather the primary records 

as historical events evolved. There was an awareness among 

its founders that there was a valuable resource of histor­

ical data which needed to be preserved for future genera­

tions. The Oklahoma Historical Society was created fourteen 

years before statehood, and it has grown as Oklahoma has 

grown . 



CHAPTER I 

ENDNOTES 

1David Healy , u. S . Expansionism: The Imperialist 
Urge in the 1890 ' s (Madison : University of Wisconsin Press , 
1970), p . 35. 

2 Ibid., p. 37 . 

3Frederick Jackson Turner , Frontier and Section : 
Selected Essays of Frederick Jackson Turner, Introduction 
and Notes by Ray Allen Billington (Englewood Cliffs : Prentice­
Hall Inc ., 1961), pp. 37-38. 

4Leslie W. Dunlap , American Historical Societies, 
1790-1860 (Madison : Cantwell Printing Co., 1944) , pp . 9 , vii . 

5 Ibid . , p. 218. 

6Historia 1 (September 1909) :1. 

7 Angie Debo, A History of the Indians of the United 
States (Norman : University of Oklahoma Press , 1970) , pp . 9-
11; Ray Allen Billington and Martin Ridge , Westward Expansion : 
A History of the American Frontie r (New York : Macmillan 
Publishing Co ., Inc., 1982), pp . 24-28 . 

8Arrell M. Gibson , "Prehistory in Oklahoma , " 
Chronicles of Oklahoma 43 (Spring 1965):2-3. 

~Joseph B . Thoburn, "The Pre historic Cultures of 
Oklahoma," Chronicles of Oklahoma 7 (September 1929) :211-
291. 

18 



19 

lOMuriel H. Wright, A Guide to the Indian Tribes of 
Oklahoma (Norman : University of Oklahoma Press, 1951), p . 7; 
Gibson , "Prehistory in Oklahoma, Chronicles of Oklahoma 43 
(Spring 1965) :7; Wright, Indian Tribes of Oklahoma, pp . 8-9. 

11
washington Irving, A Tour on the Prairies (Oklahoma 

City : Harlow Publishing Company, 1955), pp . 9 , 19. 

12 
Bernard W. Sheehan , Seeds of Extinction : Jeffersonian 

Philanthrophy and the American Indian (Chapel Hi ll : University 
of North Carolina Press , 1973) , p. 4. 

13
Ibid. , pp . 12, 245 . 

14
Ibid ., p. 275 ; Grant Foreman, Indi an Removal (Norman : 

University of Oklahoma Press, 1932) , p. 21; Angie Debo, And 
Still the Waters Run (Princeton: Princeton Un i versity Press, 
1940), pp. 4-5. 

15
Frederick Jackson Turner, Frontier and Section , 

pp. 37 , 56 . 

16
Ray Allen Billington and Martin Ridge, America ' s 

Frontier Story: A Documentary History of Westward Expansion 
(San Francisco : Holt, Rhinehart and Winston , 1969) , pp . 6-8. 

17
Grant Foreman, Fort Gibson: A Brief History (Norman: 

University of Oklahoma Press, 1936), pp. 6 - 8 . 

18
Phone Interview with Elmer Fraker, Retired, Satellite 

Beach , Florida, 13 December 1984. 



CHAPTER I I 

ORIGINS AND FOUNDATIONS 

Publicity is essential in the de velopment and eventual 

growth of any new venture , and newspaper s served as t he pri­

mary information source during the territor ial a n d ear ly 

statehood periods of Oklahoma . An article appear i ng in 

Sturm ' s Oklahoma Magazine in 1910 credited the p ublic press , 

above all influences , in the advancement and growth of the 

newly formed state . The article continues , "Since t h e 

earliest settlement in Oklahoma, the newspaper--the community 

newspaper--has been the forerunner of enterprise , the friend 

1 
of progress." 

Editors of the early territorial newspapers organized 

themselves into press societies to better represent their 

profession and, ultimately , contribute to the building of 

Oklahoma . In 1888 the Indian Territorial Press Association 

was established and in 1890 the press association for 

Oklahoma Territory was established , resulting in the exist­

ence of two rival groups within the domain of the future 

state of Oklahoma . Just as the Twin Territories would be­

come a single state in 1907 , the press organizations would 

20 
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consolidate to form the Oklahoma Press Association in 1906 .
2 

Newspaper editors in Oklahoma Territory established 

the Oklahoma Historical Society , but before discussing the 

organizational meeting at Kingfisher , a review of the back­

ground of the press associations and the newspapers t hey 

represented is necessary because newspapermen in both terri­

tories conceived of the idea of a hist o r ical institution . 

Actually , a newspaper in Indian Territory first advocated 

such a scheme as early as 1891 , which was a logical exten­

sion of the long tradition of printing in Indian Terri tory . 

The first printing press in Indian Territory was set 

up at Union Mission in 1835 by the Reverend Samuel A. 

Worchester. When t he Cherokees were removed to Oklahoma , 

Dr. Worchester and Elias Boudinot were determined to provide 

a newspaper for their people , once they had established them­

selves . At New Echota, Georgia , the Cherokee Phoenix had 

been the earliest aboriginal newspaper in the nation
3 

and it 

was revived here in 1844 under a new title , the Cherokee 

Advocate, which was Oklahoma's first newspaper .
4 

The efforts 

of the Cherokee and the other tribes to continue publication 

ventures in their new home represents another e xample of the 

cultural transfer of the Indian people over place and time. 

Before 1860 , a few unofficial papers appeared in the 

Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations, but they lasted only a brief 

time. The Advocate itself s uspended publication before the 

Civil War and did not reappear until much later . Following 
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the war, however , several newspapers were established , rep­

resenting both the Indian people and the growing number of 

non-Indian settlers . 5 Most were published by these new­

comers who presented views generally unfavorable to the 

interests of Indians . 6 

The 1870 1 s were significant in the development of 

newspapers edited by Indian citizens , though only ten such 

papers were in existence when the press association was 

established. The Cherokee Advocate resumed circulation in 

1870 and continued until statehood . Other important Indian 

papers were, the Indi an Journal (Muskogee , Eufaula); the 

Telephone (Tahlequah); Our Brother in Red (Muskogee) ; Atoka 

Indian Missionary; Vinita Indian Chieftain7 and the Muskogee 

Phoenix. 

An editorial appearing in the November 10 , 1887, 

Indian Journal , suggested a press convention for the Terrirory . 

The purpose was to learn from each other and thus, "grow 

stronger in the good work that is being done by the news­

paper fraternity . 118 The organizational meeting was held at 

Muskogee on March 19 , 1888 , with nine editors attending , rep­

resenting seven of the existing ten newspapers. 9 A second 

meeting was planned but seven years passed before they met 

again . 

Pressing issues such as the opening of Oklahoma 

Territory in 1889 and successive land openings in 1891, 1892 , 

and 1893 , took precedence over all local activities . 10 The 
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citizens of Indian Territory were now in a defensive posi­

tion , as they observed the opening of large land tracts to 

settlement . Significant progress was h alted and new schemes, 

including the press association organization were thwarted . 

Publicity for the press group was limited to occasion­

al editorials, discussing the place and time for the next 

meeting , if indeed such an organization still existed . On 

April 2 , 1891 , an editorial entitled, "Territorial Historical 

Association , " appeared in the Muskogee Phoenix , mentioning 

the need for a historical organization in the Indian 

T ·t ll b t ·t . 1· d err1 ory , u 1 never mater1a 1ze . When the editors 

fi nally met at Purcell in 1895 to reorganize , such an insti­

tution did exist--in the other territory . 

The people who flooded into Oklahoma Territory ex­

perienced a cultural transfer of their own , and they made 

experience work in the building of a future state. Among 

the transported cultural necessities were newspapers , which 

had served their informational needs elsewhere and would 

continue here. From the very start , newspaper operations 

were at work, and they clearly reflected the excitement and 

change of the times. 

The first newspaper in the eventual Oklahoma Territory 

was the Cheyenne Transporter, which originated f rom the 

Cheyenne and Arapaho Reservation in 1879 . 12 
A decade later, 

following the 1889 land rush, newspaper enterprises grew 

rapidly throughout the Territory . The Guthrie Getup was 
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published exactly one week after the run , but it lasted only 

a few weeks. Oklahoma City saw the development of five dif­

ferent newspapers in 1889, with the Oklahoma City Daily Times 

first , and the Daily Oklahoman fifth . 13 The Guthrie State 

Capitol and the Times of Oklahoma City became the early 

nucleus of territorial press activity. 14 

The Norman Transcript , which first appeared on July 13 , 

1889 , set a standard of the qualit y for fut ure Oklahoma news­

papers . Other key papers were the Edmond Sun (July 1889) ; 

El Reno Democrat (1891) ; Guthrie Daily News (May 1889) ; 

Stillwater Gazette (1889) ; Enid Dai l y Enterprise (1893) and 

the Kingfisher Free Press (1889). 15 One major problem with 

early territori al newspaper operations was oversaturation, 

which resulted in fie r ce competition a nd many failures. 

Oklahoma Territory was created by The Organic Act, on 

May 2 , 1890 , 16 and its people enjoyed advantages not present 

in the other territor y . Towns developed into well-settled 

areas , with the growth of government operations occurring 

within a short period of time . A vital key to success was 

the opportunity for land ownership. Newspaper endeavors 

benefited immensely because of these factors , coupled with 

better organization and absence of obstacles which existed 

in the older Territory . The Oklahoma half could thus start 

fresh . Legal advertising , due mainly to government land 

off i ce notices , resulted in a tremendous boost which in­

creased circulation and generated better profits . The people 
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of Indian Territory enjoyed none of these benefits , and the 

traditions , cultural conflicts , and lack of centralization 

among the many tribal governments and inst i t u tions impeded 

d h . 1 7 progress an co esion . 

Just as newspapers developed quickly in the Oklahoma 

Territory , the formation of a press association was not long 

in becoming a reality . H. T . Mi ller of the Ter ritorial Topic 

at Purcell called for a meeting of editors to discuss the 

development of a press society , and on May 20 , 1890 a conven ­

tion was held in that town to organize the Oklahoma and 

Indian Territory Press Association . A constitution and by­

laws were adopted , with the agreement to meet each May at a 

predetermined location . 18 The second and third annual ses­

sions were held at Oklahoma City and Guthrie , respectively . 

The 1892 Guthrie meeting is significant because members of 

the press of Indian Te rritory were excluded for the reason 

of their non-involvement . The organization met at Kingfisher 

in 1893 and adopted the title of Oklahoma Press Assoc iation . 19 

The Oklahoma Press Association, unlike the Indian 

Territory counterpart, maintained an active yearly agenda , 

with t he sessions at Purcell , Oklahoma City , and Guthrie 

providing the initial growth. The meeting at Kingfisher, 

however , establ ished the long awaited historical institution . 

With this, the editors achieved in reality what had pre­

viously been only an idea . Formation of the Oklahoma 

Historical Society was not a s pontaneous act , but the end 
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result of past influences which were now employed for future 

benefit. In short, the idea arrived with the founders. Two 

vital components lay behind the initial process to organize 

the Society, the Kansas experience and the energy of William 

Parker Campbell. 

The men who started the early newspapers in Oklahoma 

Territory began their careers in other states and merely 

transferred those ventures here. In this regard, the "Kansas 

connection" is important in the creation of Oklahoma's his­

torical association because several of its founders came 

directly from that state. Not only were they aware o f the 

activities of the Kansas Editors' and Publishers ' Association, 

they had also witnessed the efforts of that body in the for­

mation of a state historical society in 1875, which was the 

first to develop primarily for the preservation of state 

bl . t. 20 pu ica ions. These n ewspapermen, who ultimately came to 

Oklahoma, incorporated many aspects of the Kansas experience 

into the framework for establishing a historical institution 

f or Oklahoma. 

Wil l iam P. Campbell was, above all others, the essen­

tial force behind the creation and ear l y d e velopment of the 

Oklahoma Historical Society. His steadfast belief in its 

purpose and untiring diligence toward its initial achieve­

ments, helped guide the struggling organization through some 

difficult times. Beginning an early newspaper career, 

Campbell moved to Kansas in 1869, where he published the 
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Waterville Telephone and l ater established the Wamego 

Tribune , in 1877. He was in attendance when the Kansas 

editor s fo rmed their state historical society in 1875 at 

Manhattan , later b e coming an active member . 

When Campbell came to Oklahoma Territory in 1892, he 

brought three influences which would remain throughout his 

years o f service to the Historical Society--respect for the 

frontier life, which was basic to his early experience; 

familiarity with the newspaper business; and knowledge of 

the various aspects involved in the development and growth 

of a historical institution . In 1893, he became deputy 

register of deeds for Kingf isher County, then editor of the 

Hennessey Democrat--a position he held when the press asso­

ciation met in May of that year.
21 

The Kingfisher meeting began on Friday afternoon of 

May 26, at approximately 5:30 P.M.,
22 

with an air of excite­

ment which characterized the mood of the editors , and of 

the townspeople as well. Being the host city fo r a p r ess 

convention meant not only a boost for the local economy, but 

invaluable publicity for growth. One newspaper account 

captured the arrival of the press in grand style : "As the 

train rolled in from the south bearing the knights of the 

quill, carriages were in waiting at the depot to receive 

them. A drive over the city was first in order, during 

which the Anheuser-Busch and Pabst who lesale houses were 

visited, at each of which places the editors were treated 
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to lunch and beverage , calculated to cool the agitated 

brain. 1123 The afternoon activities concluded with a visit 

to the residence of Ex- Governor Abraham J. Seay. 

The evening reception was held at the Opera House on 

Robberts Avenue, with J. L . Admire of the Kingfisher Free 

Press presiding. Mayor J . C . Robberts delivered an address 

of welcome, which pictured Oklahoma and the press as be ing 

the finest anywhere . The response was given by Frank 

McMasters of the Oklahoma City Gazette , then a paper was 

presented entitled, "The Newspaper As A Town Builder, " by 

Joe E. Quein of the Edmond News . A banquet, hosted by Vol 

Sayre, was held later that evening at the Johnson House with 

Frank McMasters serving as toastmaster. 24 

The banquet is of particular interest, because of the 

long line of toasts, which added a special flavor to the 

atmospher e of the gathering. These stirring renditions in­

clude, "Oklahoma in general and its future ," "The Grip , " 

"The Subscription List as a Civilizer," "How can a Newspaper­

man Serve God, the Devil and Himself without a Stomach," 

"The Biggest Liar on Earth," and "Can a Newspaper Man Enter 

Heaven." W. P. Campbell offered a toast entitled, "Does 

the Devil Own the Printing Office or the Printing Office Own 

the Devil," in which he systematically traced the origin of 

the editor to the devil . 25 Unfortunately , several members 

were absent from the Friday activities because they thought 

the meeting , including the banquet, would be held on Saturday . 26 
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The men of the press may have wined and dined them­

selves and socialized royally on Friday night, but the 

morning business meeting of Saturday, May 27, 1893, pro­

duced numerous worthy accomplishments. Nineteen members of 

the territorial press, representing sixteen newspapers in 

eight cities, were in attendance27 when the temporary chair­

man, W. P. Campbell, opened the meeting. The initial com­

ments repeated the goals of the association, followed by 

induction of new members into the body. Newly elected 

o ff icers were--Joe Quein, President; Elmer Brown, Vice­

President; H. B. Gilstrap, Secretary and Effie Gilstrap, 

Treasurer. The Executive Committee consisted of McMasters, 

Frank Purcell and Frank Greer; then W. P. Thompson, W. P. 

Campbell and Frank Prouty were appointed to a committee to 

plan an excursion to the Chicago World's Fair. 28 

One item of major importance to the future of news­

paper operations within the Territory, was the issue of le­

gal rates. There was talk that a feud was developing among 

publishers over rate cuttings and printing contracts which 

1 . d. t . t 29 were over apping is ric s . On the very day of the 

Kingfisher meeting, the Hennessey Democrat ran an editorial 

entitled " Something Rotten," which accused the Kingfisher 

Free Press of printing land notices which clearly belonged 

to the Hennessey papers. The piece continued , "While we do 

not expect to get any thing from the land office, as long 

as the Admire gang is in, we do feel we have a kick comin g , 
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and are not afraid to kick. 113° Frank Greer offered resolu­

tions calling for the support of legal rates and a pledge 

from the membership to stand by them. 31 The Green resolu­

tions passed, therefore settling the issue for the time 

being. 

W. P. Campbell next took the floor , recalling that on 

April 9, 1875 it had been his good fortune to attend and to 

participate in the Kansas Press Association meeting at 

Manhattan from which evolved a historical institution. He 

pointed out that the primary responsibility of the organiza­

tion was to collect and preserve state newspapers and other 

printed materials, and perhaps Oklahoma editors should under­

take a similar effort. He then moved that the assembled mem­

bers of the Oklahoma Press Association establish a historical 

society, with the expressed purpose of gathering and preserv­

ing all publications of Oklahoma and Indian Territory of 

hsitorical significance. The motion carried after a brief 

discussion, and Campbell was named Custodian. 32 

The Oklahoma Historical Society was established as a 

department of the Oklahoma Press Association33 with no of­

ficial status.
34 

The association created the institution, 

but they did not "organize" it . What they did was to form 

an organization based on Campbell ' s suggestions with the 

elected officers of the group as the governing body. It was 

decided that Kingfisher would be the headquarters, where a 

room in the county courthouse was provided to house the 
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collections. What they did not do was define operational 

guidelines, nor provide long- range funding to meet the 

necessary expenses , therefore placing the bulk of the work 

squarely on the custodian's shoulders. 35 Granting these 

limitations, the founders had the foresight to see the bene­

fit of such an organization to the future of Oklahoma , the 

wisdom to choose the one man who could make it work, and the 

common sense not to interfere. 

The session adjourned and the editors returned to 

their newspapers but for Campbell and the society at 

Kingfisher, the process was only beginni ng. His familiar­

ity with the basic activities of such an organization meant 

that the custodian was to take charge, develop the needed 

framework, and manage the affairs of the project. In es-

sence, Campbell was the institution, with the founding mem­

bers becoming contributors, and any progress over the next 

two years would come mainly as a result of his efforts. Not 

only did he receive no salary, but the majority of expenses 

for stationery, postage and other essentials came from the 

pockets of Campbell and his brother. 36 

On May 29, 1893, just two days following the found­

ing session, Campbell issued a small, five-paragraph leaf­

let marked "Circular One" with the partial heading "Office 

of Historical Custodian, Oklahoma Press Association . " This 

served as the basic format of the historical society until 

its legal incorporation under the sessions laws of 1895 . 
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Two items from this are of particular s igni f icance: f irst , 

an immediate request for donations of printed materials, and 

second, a clear-cut statement of purpose: "The object in 

establ i shing this department is the collection of newspapers, 

books and periodicals, productions of art, science and liter­

ature , matters of historic interest, etc . 1137 Now, an open 

invitation for contributions and the initial plan were in 

print and were sent to newspaper editors, magazine publish­

ers, and businessmen and leading citizens of the Territory. 

This circular, coupled with the efforts of individual 

members o f the press association, who sent issues of their 

papers and helped spread the word, produced some quick re­

sults with the first acquisitions arriving during the summer. 

The collections which came to the institution from June 1, 

1893, until January, 1895, when a second society was formed 

at Norman , were significant, and the structure which was 

developed at Kingfisher would be continued. As early as 

July, 1893, Campbell ' s efforts were gaining publicity, and 

attention was being focused on the organization. The fol­

lowing newspaper comment r ef lects the general attitude to-

ward Campbell's efforts : "He has succeeded in awakening a 

good interest in the formation of a society for the collec­

tion and preservation of historical dat a , and if the legis­

lature will give a little assistance at its next session it 

will be found that a good foundation has already been laid 

fo r a historical society . 11 38 
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In August , another significant development occurred 

with the first issue of the Mistletoe Leaves. This four-

page periodical was the pioneer publication of the Historical 

Society , developed by Campbell to stimulate interest in the 

organizat i on. One of its strengths was in providing one of 

the best means for monitoring the number of contributed 

items and the individuals or organizations which supplied 

them . The publication enjoyed only a brief life , ending in 

1895. Campbell made a major error because, while he was pre­

serving the newspapers and documents f rom throughout the 

Territory , he failed to do the same for the society's own 

publication, thus, only three separate issues of the early 

Mistletoe Leaves have been found in the historical build-

. 39 1ng . 

The first issue of the Leaves, dated August 5, 1893 , 

provides an invaluable list of materials which were received 

during the first months of operation . The newspapers on 

file i ncluded nine dailies and forty-seven weeklies, with 

a listing of seventeen missing issues, which were requested 

from readers . A sketch of the major contributions incJude: 

a collection from the territorial university ; cards and 

bulletins from the Stillwater Experiment Station and 

Agricultural College ; rules o f the 1893 territorial council ; 

a rare edition of the American Cyclopedia of History , 

Biography and Travels, 1856 ; minutes of the Congressional 

Association, 1890- 1893 ; Payne ' s Oklahoma, illustrated ; 
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twenty-eight volumes of books on ant iqui ty; Prospectus and 

Announcement of the University of Oklahoma; Okla homa gover­

ner ' s Repo rts , 1891-1893; Common School Laws of Oklahoma, 

1893 and Township Laws, 1893. 40 

The i ssu e for August 12, 1893, shows that seventeen 

newspapers were added, and the one for September 2, lists 

twenty-eight papers received after August 12. When Campbe ll 

made a review of the organization in 1905 , he included a 

thorough listin g of accessions at t he end of the report , 

which , under various categorical headings , discloses an im­

pressive number of collect ions that came to the organization 

during the Kingfisher years . 41 By far the greatest achieve­

ment was the gatherin g of newspaper s from both territories 

and a few surrounding states , which, after all , were the 

very products of many of these editors . The newspaper col­

lection grew the fastest . 

Another important development which affected the 

early organization was the opening of the lands in the 

Cherokee Outlet on September 16, 1 893. The newspapermen 

at the Kingfisher meeting in May , 1893 , were well aware that 

it was only a matter of time before the area would be opened 

to settlement , thereby stimulating more business for their 

newspapers which were experiencing economic problems . The 

formation of the historical society was viewed as a great 

benefit for these future developments because the antici­

pated number of deeds , land claims, and other important 



/ 

35 

records would be housed in one centralized location. Also, 

Campbell 1 s experience in working with deeds , proved to be of 

1 th . t. 42 va ue to e organiza ion. In essence, the historical 

institution was in a favorable position to preserve records , 

and t herefore document the continued growth of Oklahoma 

Territory. 

the fut ure . 

In other words, it served as an i nstrument for 

As the collect i ons grew, it became obvious that larger 

accomodations than the single courthouse room cou ld provide 

were needed . It was also clear that more money was necessary 

to meet the rising expenses, but no significant action was 

taken. When the society was formed, the members were each 

assessed one dollar for the fund, 43 but, as previou sly men­

tioned, most expenses were met by the custodian. At the 

1894 Guthrie meeting, a donation of $35.50 was made for the 

l .b 44 1 rary. The founders possessed forsight without gener-

osity. An article appearing in a Guthrie paper on June 2, 

1894, best summed up the situation when it called for better 

economic support from the newspaper fraternity. The editors 

were urged to use their influences upon the territorial 

executive to provide better funding and accomodations for 

the organization and to "take up the thought and place it 

before the people of the territory in its proper light. 1145 

In Governor William C . Renfro ' s message before the 

1895 legislature, the f irst official recognition of the 

Oklahoma Historical Society was mad e before that body . The 
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first few lines were similar to "Circular One ," as it began 

with a review of the establishment and purpose of the organ­

ization. Renfro reported that Campbell had accumulated 

practically all publications of the twin territories, and 

that the results of the venture had been successful. Final­

ly, in a plea to the legislative body, the governor stated, 

"The importance of collecting and preserving inviolate this 

great source from which the future history of Oklahoma may 

be read and written, is a subject which ought to demand the 

attention of the Legislature to secure the permanency of 

such a bureau. 1146 

The 1895 Legislature passed a concurrent resolution, 

ordering that a sufficient quantity of territorial documents 

be turned over to the custodian for exchange with other 

states and territories. This was the second official recog­

nition, and it successfully furnished the documents for that 

47 year. The struggling organization began receiving some 

backing from the government and was adding more materials 

to its inventory, but still, it had outgrown the existing 

headquarters and changes were of immediate concern. 

Days were now numbered for the Kingfisher organiza­

tion and one era in the life of the Society was about to 

give way to another. The editors held a meeting at Perry, 

on Febru ary 13 , 1895, with the purpose of drafting a charter 

and presenting it to the legislature, which was then in ses­

sion . The members wanted to gain the necessary funding and 
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support for the collections, but they were too late . The 

faculty and students at the University of Oklahoma had 

chartered a similar organization the previous January, and 

48 had already gone before the legislative body. As a re-

sult, the collections were transferred to the "legal" i nsti­

tution at Norman. 

The formation of a second Historical Society was, 

in one respect , the fulfillment of a class assignment. In 

a much larger respect however, the transfer of the collec­

tions to Norman was an overall result of university and com­

munity effort, disinterest of the Press Association, and 

key legislative support for the Norman location. From an 

effort which began in a history class in December, 1894 , 

through the relocation of the institution by March, 1895, 

and until the first move to Oklahoma City, in January 1902, 

the organization known as the Oklahoma Historical Society, 

was located at the University in Norman. 

When the University of Oklahoma first opened its doors 

on September 15, 1892, there were 57 students and four members 

of the faculty, including the president, David Ross Boyd. 

By the 1894-95 school year, enrollment had increased to 186 

students and five faculty members. On December 18, 1894, a 

history class , under the guidance of the instructor F . S . E . 

Amos, organized itself into a historical society to gain a 

better understanding of Oklahoma history and contribute to 

h 1 . . . t 49 t e strugg 1ng un1vers1 y . The organization was "very 
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unofficial" to say the least , b u t with the exception of their 

sizeable collections , the Kingfisher society was in no better 

position. President Boyd supported the p r oject and directed 

it, and through his efforts and the influence of several 

leading citizens of Norman, some decidedly positive resu lts 

were quickly realized. 5O 

David Ross Boyd, who spent h i s early life in Ohio , 

graduated from the University of Wooster in 1878 , with t he 

degree of Master of Arts. While he was serving as superin­

tendent of schools at Arkansas City , Arkansas , a committee 

from the Oklahoma regents conducted an interview with him, 

and on July 6, 1892, he accepted the position as president 

of the University of Oklahoma. 51 He was very interested in 

the historical society project, and was well aware of the 

benefit that such an organization could provide for the 

University. 

French S. E. Amos was born in West Virginia, and re­

ceived his bachelor's and master ' s degrees from Centenary 

College in Texas. He came to the University of Oklahoma 

in 1892 as an instructor in English, Civics and History . 

He became very active in the class historical organization 

and served as its first president . In 1895 , he left to pur-

sue various newspaper ventures , and eventually served as a 

president of the Indian Territorial Press Association be­

fore returning to the university to teach government until 

1938. 52 
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The efforts of these two men, along with t h e s upport 

of various i ndividu als , inclu ding W. T . Little and W. T. 

Walker, quickly gained the necessary legal status for t h e 

organization. Boyd made a trip to Guthrie in January of 

1895 , and discovered that t he Kingfisher society had no 

charter nor the necessary incorporation articles . A me eting 

of the combined University and civic community of Norman 

was held , and on January 16 , 1895, an applicat ion for charter 

was made, and granted on January 21 . 53 In a period of little 

more than one month this second historical organization , 

which was s imilar to the original i n Kingfisher , held the 

necessary incorporation papers and charter , and was prepared 

to go before the legislature . 

The Articles of Incorporation for the Oklahoma 

Historical Society , dated January 16, 1895 , was the first 

legal document of this group. The purpose , "to collect, 

embody, arrange, and preserve books, pamphlets , maps , charts , 

manuscripts , papers, paintings, photographs, stationery , 

and other materials illustrative of the history of Oklahoma 

in particular, and the country generally ; to procure from 

the earlier settlers narratives of the event s relative to 

the early settlement of Oklahoma, and of the early explora­

tions, the Indian occupancy and immigrat i on to the Territory 

and the West , " went beyond any previous guidelines . It con-

eluded with the specifications that twenty-five directors b e 

appointed for one year each , and that the officers be 
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president, two vice-presidents, secretary, and a treasurer. 54 

The founders immediately went before the territorial 

legislature at Guthrie to seek recognition for their society 

and to confirm Norman as their headquarters . A bill was 

quickly prepared and very carefully worded, which was ap­

proved by the upper house. The bill met mild complications 

before it carried in the lower house because the editorial 

meeting at Perry had taken place. At this meeting, the mem­

bers assigned the collection to the custodian, who was given 

the responsibility of taking any action he felt necessary 

in light of the present situation. 55 

The Perry session did produce a comprise which, be­

sides moving the materials and providing a two-year appro­

priation, gave the editorial body a permanent controlling 

membership on the board. With this, the bill passed the 

lower house and became law, forming the Oklahoma Historical 

Society and providing a $2,000 appropriation. 56 This action 

finally provided the needed governmental support, especially 

the long overdue funding. As far as Campbell was concerned, 

there was nothing he could do but accept the changes. The 

institution was now incorporated under territorial law, and 

the words "university" and "university library" were speci­

fically mentioned in the language of the bill, 57 which clear­

ly meant that the collections would be transferred from 

Kingfisher to Norman. 

Council Bill Number 74, which pertains to the Oklahoma 
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Historical Society, was the successful product of a com­

bined university and community effort, and resulted from 

shrewd political maneuvers within the power structure of 

the legislature. 58 Section One provide d that t he institution 

be a territorial trustee for h istorical materials and stipu­

lated the guidelines by which it was to oper ate. Section 

Two defined the duties of the organization beginning with 

language similar to the articles of incorpor ation. Sect ion 

three concerned accounts, and how t hey were t o be reported 

to the governor. Finally, the fourt h section provided for 

the necessary appropriation. On February 21 , 1895 , 59 the 

bill was approved, and the Society was relocated at Norman 

within a very short period of time. This action, although 

the best move for the future of the organization, made 

W. P. Campbell a casualty . 

Within a few days the custodian received instructions 

from the university to send all collections to Norman, to 

which he complied. He packed the materials personally and 

paid the freight. His final contribution was to pay the 

initial expenses for shelving at the university. In June , 

he was paid $450.00 for the "right, title, and interest , " 

which included salary up to June 1 . 6° Finally, when he was 

informed that because the Kingfisher o r ganization had no 

legal status and the Historical Society was no longer under 

obligation to him, he resigned on July 10 , 1895. 61 The man 

who made the original motion to create the institution , as 
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well as setting up t he basic guidelines and paying the ex­

penses for keeping the venture in operation was relieved 

of his duties. The collections which came to Norman were 

the product of Campbell 1 s efforts, and thou gh his services 

were no longer required, the Society would forever b e in­

debted to the original custodian . 

Under the guidance of French Amos the collections 

were placed in a room in the single building which comprised 

the University of Oklahoma at that time. Even though t he 

society had a small appropriation with which to operate 

there were still no funds for salaries , and managing the 

collections continued on a voluntary basis. During the 

first year, members of the faculty and student officers pro­

vided the work force, but this gradually changed as the or­

ganization developed. Unlike the Kingfisher experience, 

the growth at Norman was achieved through a team effort. 62 

In short, the combined effort which succeeded in bringing 

the organization to the University in the first place was 

employed to accomplish the goals of the historical society. 

During the Norman years the collection grew , but not 

at the rate it should have. University leaders seemed to 

put more emphasis on the fact that the organization was in 

their pos session than on the realization of what benefits 

sustained growth of the collection could provide for the 

territory. 63 They lost touch with their original goals , 

and appeared to have fallen into the same pattern of 
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inactivity that plagued the Press Association. They knew 

that a valuable collection was in their possession, but for­

got that constant attention must be applied to develop and 

strengthen it . 

The Oklahoma Historical Society fi n ally was a legal 

institution with the first , in a long ser i es of directors 

expanding its leadership base . Th e Kingfisher organi zation 

had been created as a department of the Press Association, 

while the new institution was under territor i al control . 

The first Board of Directors , for 1895-96 , included W. C . 

Renfrow, Guthrie; David Ross Boyd , Nor man; W. R . Asher , 

Tecumseh; T. B. Ferguson , Watonga; James H. Hale, P awnee; 

A. J. Seay and J. V. Admire , Kingfisher; and Effie Gilstrap, 

Chandler. The officers were, F. S. E. Amos, President; 

John T. Hefley and Katherine Pennistone, Vice-Presidents; 

Nettie Walker, Secretary; and D. B . Phillips , Treasurer . 64 

The man who succeeded Campbell as custodian was 

William T . Little of Perry, who had briefly served in the 

territorial House of Representatives and had supported the 

move of the society to Norman. Little was qualified but 

had a wide range of interests which, unfortunately, occupied 

much of his attention, and detracted from his effectiveness 

with the historical society. 65 As a result , a large amount 

of the work fell on students who performed well, but who 

lacked the essential leadership which Campbell had provided . 

Of the accessions which came to the society during Little ' s 
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tenure, the documents relating to the Cimarron Territory 

were the most valuable . 66 

One problem which beset the historical organization 

during its last two years at Norman was the lack of cohesive 

leadership on the custodial level. While the board was given 

governing powers over the society , it was the custodian who 

needed to direct the affairs and provide the day-to-day lead­

e r ship basic to the success of the institution. Little 

served until January , 1900, to be followed by three custo­

dians within a very s hort time. Don Northup served from 

January to June, 1900; G. A. Burklin, June to August, 1900; 

and E. M. Vanderslice, from August 1900 to January 1902. 

With this turnover in leadership, the organization merely 

functioned and there were no major advances . It is also 

important to note that during these years , and until W. P. 

Campbell returned in 1904, there was no historical publica-

. d d . th f th . t·t t · 67 t1on pro uce in e name o e ins 1 u ion. 

However , during this Norman period, the Board of 

Directors included several members of note. One of the most 

prominent was Sidney Clarke . Taking an active part in the 

effort to open Oklahoma for settlement, Clarke represented 

the Boomer Movement as their r epresentative in Washington, 

D.C. In 1898 and 1900, he served as a member of the terri-

torial legislature and wi ll always be remembered as one of 

the strongest supporters for Oklahoma statehood. 68 A letter, 

dated June 10, 1896, informed him that h e had been elected 
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as a director of the Oklahoma Historical Society and he 

served in that capac i ty , which included a brief period as 

custodian, until 1906.
69 

His experience in the early 

Oklahoma movement provided a vital element to the better 

understanding of an era and of the need to preserve the 

documents which resulted from those historic events. 

The organization eventually outgrew its university 

quarters, and the need for larger accomodations was evident . 

Also, with so many valuable papers and documents relating 

to the territorial period, the fear of destruction of the 

collection by fire was of major concern . The University 

simply did not have the funds to furnish a larger area with 

the necessary safety measures. Finally, an offer was made 

and accepted to transfer the materials to the new fire-proof 

Carnegie Library in Oklahoma City and in January, 1902, the 

Historical Society moved there. 70 
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CHAPTER III 

OKLAHOMA CITY: THE EARLY YEARS 

The period 1902-1917 was marked by growth and increas­

ed change for the Oklahoma Historical Society, but the eco­

nomic problems which hampered the early progress of the or­

ganization continued. During this period, Oklahoma exper­

i enced tremendous change, and the Historical Society moved 

from being a repository for territorial collections to an 

institution which represented the history of a new state. 

In this respect, the Society was in a position to preserve 

the remains of one era, while gathering the primary records 

of another. Finally, the return of W. P. Campbell in 1904, 

with the advent of Jasper Sipes in the same year, provided 

long term leadership which reflected the style of the past 

and introduced some new ideas for the future. 

The Oklahoma Historical Society had been in existence 

for eight and one-half years when the first move to Oklahoma 

City was made in January 1902. At this time , the future 

state capital was a rapidly growing and prosperous city , but 

the real center of activity and seat of territorial govern ­

ment was still at Guthrie. Oklahoma City was on the verge 

51 
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of prominence, but its major attraction to the directors o f 

the Historical Society was that it contained one of the 

finest and safest buildings i n the terr itory--the Carnegie 

Library. 

The collection , which was still housed at Norman, was 

stored in a crowded University building because there was no 

other place on campus to relocate. A move to obtain more 

space was obviously necessary , but the most pressing issue 

was the growing fear that a fire could totally destroy the 

materials . Board President Lincoln McKinlay, in his 1901-

02 report, clearly stated , "what was more important, the 

necessity of fire-proof rooms for the safe-keeping of the 

rapidly increasing collections of the Society, became very 

apparent . " The report continues, "This fact has been since 

emphasized by the burning of the entire plant of one of the 

gr eatest newspapers in the territory, with all its back files; 

and had it not been for the Historical Society, which had 

these files in bound volumes , a very important history of 

Oklahoma would have been irrevocably lost."
1 

On February 7, 1901, a law gave the Directors power 

to remove the collections from the University whenever a 

suitable and safe structure cou ld be found . It also pro-

vided that the institution and its property would move to 

the territorial capitol , when such a building existed . A 
2 

similar law was approved on February 20, 1901 and under 

these provisions the search for a new s ite was underway. At 
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the annual meeting i n June 1901, the Board accepted an offer 

from the directors of the Carnegie Library in Oklahoma City 

to house the collections until the proposed capitol was con­

structed. The offer included the use of the entire "stack 

room" floor , complete with necessary services , at a cost of 

one dollar per year lease. In September, a contract was ap-

proved by the officers of both institutions , with an agree­

ment that the collections would leave Norman the following 

January. The move turned out to be fortunate because the 

University building which had served as collections storage 

was totally destroyed by fire in 1903. 3 

The newly completed library was the product of com­

munity effort and the generosity of Andrew Carnegie. It also 

was the first fire-proof building in Oklahoma. 4 In May 1898 , 

the Philo-mathic Club of Oklahoma City pledged to secure a 

free public library, and through their efforts and community 

donations, the initial books were purchased and a temporary 

home provided by the Commercial Club . Carnegie made a 

$25,000 contribution for a permanent building, and in August 

1900 , construction began. The library was completed on 

August 27, 1901, and Oklahoma City could proudly boast the 

finest and most impressive library structure in the terri­

tory . A few years later , Carnegie gave another $25 ,000 and 

by 1908 , the total amount for Oklahoma library projects in 

his name was estimated at $183,000.
5 

The new home for the historical society was a source 
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of pride for all concerned, because not only was there a 

sense of security for the existing materials, but there was 

room to encourage growth. The first months were spent i n 

arranging the collections and attempting to create some 

order from the existing chaotic conditions . No attempt had 

been made to properly file the materials , but over the n ext 

years some progress was made. Th e staff consisted of a 

custodian and file clerk, and each was paid a salary of 

$45.00 a month. 6 Under the circumstances, some progress was 

made, and by 1905 accession books for the general materials 

and newspapers were added along with a card system , but 

these accomplishments were slow. In fact, no significant 

catalog or filing system was actually developed until Joseph 

Thoburn made an attempt in 1917, and even that was delayed 

until after 1921 because of the lack of adequate funding.
7 

The first officers of the Carnegie-based organization 

were: Lincoln McKinlay , President; David Ross Boyd and 

Sidney Clarke, Vice-Presidents; Lou Whorton, Secretary; and 

Joseph W. McNeal, Treasurer. Marion Rock , a librarian at 

the Carnegie building, served as custodian during the first 

year and under her guidance the initial arrangement was ac­

complished. On March 28, 1903 Sidney Clarke became custo­

dian and during his brief term the official court records of 

the Greer County case were added to the collection.
8 

The 

Society had capable leaders, but it lacked stability on the 

custodial level because there was no financial incentive to 
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warrant full attention or long term commitments.
9 

No in­

dividual after W. P. Campbell put so much time and energy 

into the pro ject , and no custodian after W. T. Little served 

longer than one year during that period . 

W. P. Campbell, who had been coldly dismissed nine 

years earlier, began a second tenure as custodian on June 1, 

1904 and he remained in that capacity for twent y years. When 

he left the Historical Society in 1895, he returned to news­

paper work in several cities, including Topeka and Kansas 

C 't 10 l y . The Directors knew that the institution needed his 

experience and devotion, and Campbell wanted to be involved 

with the institution as well . The collection had grown, and 

of course some changes had occurred in nine years, but bas­

ically it had remained the same; therefore h e resumed where 

he had left off. 

The Society not only gained leadership stability on 

the custodial level, with Campbell's return, but a new presi­

dent emerged in 1907 who provided many years of steady devo­

tion on the highest level. Jasper Sipes first became a 

member of the Oklahoma Historical Society in 1894 , the n be-

came a direct or in 1900. In 1904, h e was elected as a vice-

president of the organization and f i lled the remainder of 

Lincoln McKinlay's presidency in 1906. In 1907, he became 

president in his own right and served until 1926 . Sipes 

served the institution in these various levels longer than 

11 
any other individual of the time, including Campbell. 
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Japer Sipes first came to Oklahoma Territory at the 

time of the land run of April 22, 1889 . He made a homestead 

claim in Oklahoma County near the tent community of Oklahoma 

City, where he establ ished a business. He quickly became a 

pioneer in school ventures throughout the territory, and 

helped equip, organize and finance many early Oklahoma 

schools. In 1893 he published the Oklahoma Territory School 

Herald which eventually became the Oklahoma Teacher magazine. 

His devotion and generosity helped establish the early 

schools and he was the last surviving member of the Oklahoma 

Territory Teacher's Association. 12 When he became i nvolved 

in the efforts of ·the Historical Society, he devoted a 

great amount of his attention to its future growth and was 

instrumental in gaining support for a permanent historical 

building in 1931. 

For the next two decades and through the years spent 

at the Carnegie Library, both Sipes and Campbell guided the 

destiny of the historical institution. In this respect , the 

Society would never again be faced with the problem of 

leadership inadequacy because there were capable persons to 

take over when the older generat i on was gone . In many ways 

the management became too stabilized , with devotion too 

personal, resulting in several later conflicts . In short , 

Sipes , Campbell and others outlasted their effectiveness 

and contributed problems as well as benefits to the organi­

zation. For the duration of the Carnegie years however, 



/ 

57 

Campbell and Sipes provided one of the best working leader­

ship combinations that the Society ever knew . 

In 1905, Campbell prepared a lengthy report called 

the Review of Inception and Progress: Accessions and Donors , 

Historic Papers. It began with a brief review of the organi-

zational establishment at Ki ngfisher and briefly sketched 

the Norman and early Carnegie years . A copy of " Circular 

One" was included along with the later constitution a nd by-

laws of the Society. In one section, Campbell presented a 

listing of press association officers for 1893 and 1894 , and 

included a detailed breakdown of all organizational directors 

and officers , with periods of service from 1893 to 1905.
13 

For the initial Carnegie years, Campbell mentioned 

the recent accomplishments a n d provided a progress report 

for 1904. In October, a letter was sent to variou s politi-

cal candidates i n each county, asking for photographs a nd 

other i tems to be used in a future territorial history . In 

June, 232 volumes of publications were sent to Guthrie for 

binding and in March 1905 an additional 252 volumes were 

sent. From June 1 , 1904 , to June 1 , 1905 , one thousand 

eight hundred sixty-nine letters were sent out and corre­

spondence was opened with various state h i storical societ i es, 

resulting in the mutual exchange of publications . When the 

National Editorial Association met at Guthrie in June, 1905 , 

the Society i ssued cards requesting copies of papers or the 

d . . l 14 
itinerary , to be boun in a souvenir vo ume. 
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The most significant contribution of the report was 

the thorou gh account of all accessions t o 1905. The main 

categories were : Art Collections--Photographs; Publications 

--Oklahoma (by county) ; Oklahoma Publications--Discontinued; 

Publications--Indian Territory ; Indian Territor y Publications 

--Discontinued ; I ndian Territory Stray Publications; N.E . A. 

Publications--Bound and publications r eceived from various 

states (especially Kansas). 15 This multi-paged r eport i s 

highly significant because it provides one fi nal , detai led 

account of territorial records which were housed in the i n­

stitution . The next major report, for 1907-08, listed the 

primary acquisitions after statehood. 

The individuals who founded the Historical Society in 

1893 were looking ahead to the future of Oklahoma as well . 

There had been a blending purpose behind t he Oklahoma Terri­

tory ventures , and statehood was an ultimate goal . When the 

press association for Oklahoma Terri tor y was created, the 

members originally included the editor s of Indian Territory 

in the title and scope of their organizat i on . When they 

established the Historical Society , an immediate request for 

publications of both territories was put into effect.
16 

The same was not true for Indian Territory however, 

because there was simply no attempt to include the new ter­

ritory. The 1891 Muskogee Phoenix article mentioned a 

"historical association" for that territory only , and in 

light of the non-attendance at the Oklahoma press sessions , 
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Indian Territory leaders had no intention of becoming in­

volved. They made one final attempt at separation in 1905 , 

when delegates met at Muskogee to write a constitution for 

the proposed Indian state of Sequoyah , but the effort failed. 

There existed an understandable attitude of segregat i on , and 

various organizational and institutional ventur es were in-

17 
tended for themselves. 

The inclusion of both territories by the press associa­

tion of Oklahoma represented one example in a larger overall 

effort to bring both sections together , and statehood was 

the final result. The long awaited event came on November 16, 

1907, when President Theodore Roosevelt signed the Proclama­

tion which admitted Oklahoma to the Union.
18 

With the single 

stroke of a pen, the years of work and patience had finally 

been rewarded and a new era was beginning for Oklahoma and 

its institutions, which included the Historical Society . 

The Custodians Report 1907-08, for the Oklahoma 

Historical Society provided the listings for acquisitions 

since statehood and it gave one final numerical account of 

the territorial holdings. A partial listing of territorial 

collections include; 3,034 bound newspapers and periodicals ; 

1 , 027 bound books; 1,884 unbound documents and official re­

ports; 208 speeches and papers for Oklahoma and Indian 

Territory; 656 manuscripts and 426 House and Senate papers. 

The total of all territorial holdings was 10,449.
19 

The majority of the report covers all acquisitions 
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since statehood and gives an account of the activities of 

the institution from November 1906 to December 31 , 1908. 

The appropriations for that period were $3 , 250 . 00 wi th the 

incidental fund and membership fees totaling $1,187 , 00. 

Campbell noted that two histories of Oklahoma had been 

written, and that Joseph Thoburn had helped the Society 

locate photographs of distinguished territorial personalities 

in addition to securing valuable books for the collection . 

The most impressive figure shows that 1 , 136 items of histor­

ical nature had been added in that short period of time . 20 

The transition period appears to have been relatively smooth . 

On April 26, 1906 , all records of the Five Civilized 

Tribes which were available at the time of tribal dissolu­

tion, were ordered by Congress , to be transferred to the 

Secretary o f the Interior. At this time , the dissolution 

had been indefinitely postponed , opening the possibility 

that a significant portion of those valuable records might 

be right f ully turned over to the archives of the state of 

Oklahoma. A bill was proposed which gave the authorization 

to turn over "any records, seals , papers or documents not 

required by the laws of the state to be kept as public re­

cords to turn the same over to the Oklahoma Historical 

Society." When this bill became law , the Society eventually 

expanded its obligations to become a custodian of the state 

bl . h. 21 pu ic arc ives. 

This was a significant milestone in the life of the 
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institution because it represented t he first step in gaining 

access to the vital records of the Indian and hi s cultural 

life in the state and region. In the following year s , the 

Indian records became one of the strengths of the Society 

and they we r e gathered early . First , the col l ection of 

newspapers from Indian Territory in the 1890 ' s and secondly , 

the r e cords of tribal li fe , c ustoms and law reflected the 

vast impact of the Indian frontier in Okl ahoma . The Historical 

Society began this worthwhile effort at a time when the 

documentation of the Native American was neither appreciated 

n o r fully comprehended by a large part of this nation. 

A l etter written in 1908 provides an e xample of the 

efforts which were made to secure o ne portion of the Indian 

records--those of missionary and educator s . The letter 

stated, "As over fifty Indian Tribes , including s ix nations , 

have figured in the settlement of Oklahoma , this society 

is anxious to secure as much as possible concerning mission 

and educational work among the Indians, especi ally such 

as is not available in Government and other current books . 1122 

This illsutrates t he efforts to secure the r ecords of 

Oklahoma ' s Ind ian heritage. 

The work of the society was temporarily halted when 

in May , 1907, the custodian received notice that the portion 

of the Carnegie Library which housed the collection was to 

be remodeled. The materi als and furniture were transferred 

to the Western Newspaper Union bui lding until the work was 
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completed. When the collection was returned the following 

month, it was placed in a new room on the ground floor, 

which had a main entrance from Robinson Street. 23 The new 

accomodations were better but there was concern that the 

continuous moves were damaging to the collection. This 

was the third physical move since 1895 , and the organization 

would undergo several more over the next two decade s before 

it had a permanent home. Until that time , the institution, 

its collections and employees were at the mercy of various 

landlords. 

On September 15, 1909, Campbell began a second insti­

tutional publication called Historia, which was basically 

a longer version of his first publishing venture, the 

Mistletoe Leaves. Historia included some historical matter, 

but as Campbell admitted, this was secondary to the real 

purpose of soliciting donations for the society. Both the 

Leaves and Historia were created primarily to stimulate 

interest in the organization and not until the f irst issue 

of the Chronicles of Oklahoma in 1921 , d i d the Society have 

h . . 1 . 1 24 a true 1stor1ca Journa. Historia was a pos i t ive step 

however and it was instrumental in promoting the image of 

the organization a nd i n e ncouraging growth . 

The final eight years at the Carnegie Library we r e of 

major importance to the future of the organization because 

the custodian and his aide had the time to devot e full atten ­

tion to the organization . The first sev e n years there had 
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produced several organizational improvements with the early 

efforts to gain the valuable Indian records and the publica­

tion of Historia being t he most worthwhi le achievements . 

The stability in leadership created a relatively calm environ­

ment which enab led growth to be accomplished without discord . 

In one respect, this was a calm b efore the storm , because 

the years spent at the next location we re hampered by inter­

nal conflicts . The years from 1909-1917 may best be charac­

terized as a period of "quiet accomplishment . " 

Correspondence to and from the Society during these 

years relates the d ay- to-day life of the organization and 

reflects the determination of the directors to build for 

the future . It is also interesting to note the type of 

l etter s which various individuals sent to t h e society . One , 

dated October 25, 1909 , requested verficiation on a location 

of a hill near the Cimarron River, which appeared in a paint ­

ing called "Buffalo Hunt by Indians." Several old Osage 

Indians claimed that it was known as "Red Hill" and the 

man wanted verification from the Society. A letter to 

Senator Robert L . Owen of Oklahoma , dated March 23 , 1910 , 

mentioned the efforts to secure the records of the Five 

Civilized Tribes to be placed in the historical society . 

It stated , "These records are , I believe , at the Union Agency 

in Mu skogee , boxed . In these there is so much of essent i al 

history pertaining to the East half of this state that they 

s hould remain here . " The officers bel i eved that even if 
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the society did not obtain them, it should at least have 

access to them, to ''digest II the key historical data . 
25 

On April 22, 1914, Campbell wrote to Joseph Thoburn, 

who was at that time an instructor of research at the 

University of Oklahoma, in regard to an article on the 

Historical Society, which had appeared in the Daily 

Oklahoman. The article read, "Keeping the collection intact 

has proved a difficult unde rtaking, owing to the fact that 

various state educational institutions have at different 

times sought to get possession of the valuable collection 

of documents and relics." Campbell , who had a friendly 

association with Thoburn at this time , wanted to clear the 

air and make the point that he had "nothing whatever to 

do in preparing the article.
1126 

In September 1916, the custodian wrote to "Mr. Walter 

Thomas Mills, Author," in Altus , providing him with a cover 

copy of an issue of Historia and an autobiographical card 

to be filled out. Campbell explained that a primary object 

of the institution was to gather , then place on file , data 

on leading individuals of Oklahoma, to provide a permanent 

record for the future . Campbell managed to cleverly ment i on 

the objectives of Historia and also provide free publicity 

f h 
. . 27 

or t e organization. 

Many letters preserved in the Society show that dur-

ing these years numerous individuals were becoming aware 

of the goals of the institution, and were coming to recognize 
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its value in historical matters. People with questions 

in regard to their heritage wrote to the Historical Society . 

It responded by making an effort to secure valuable historic 

records, while compiling current data for the future . The 

Society was more open and its purpose better defined than 

before. 

Another of the many valuable institutional records 

still preserved in the society is a ledger book which deals 

with the Carnegie years. Campbell was not a master book­

keeper, but h e did clearly record the organizational business 

transactions in a simple, understandable manner. The staff 

s ize during this period consisted of the custodian and a 

file clerk and not until 1917 were more people employed 

in the organization. The monthly salaries for June 1910 

were $100.00 for Campbell and $40.00 for the assistant, 

Edith Kneen. Available appropriations for the fiscal year 

from July 1, 1910 to July 1, 1911, were still at the 1895 

level of $2,000.00. A few individual cost items for this 

period were $3.00 for 1,000 letterheads and $2.25 for 1,000 

envelopes; telephone service from July 17 to October 1, 

$12.20; express on books from Columbus, Ohio, 35¢; express 

on books from Chicago, 60¢; and freight , drayage on files 

from Guthrie, $5.62. 28 

The appropriation had only increased to $3,600 .00 

by the fiscal year 1915-1916 , and by March 1916, during 

the last full year in the Carnegie Library, the balance 
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was $1 , 482.04. Salaries had increased to $135 . 00 for the 

custodian and to $60.00 for the assistant. A few cost ex­

amples were , monthly telephone service, $4.10; lumber for 

shelving, $2.80; binding for 64 newspapers, $64.00; binding 

for 84 magazines , $71.40; and 100 paper boxes , $10 . 0o . 29 I n 

all, the appropriations and salaries had not improved much 

since 1902, whi le costs were increasing and the collection 

was rapidly growing . President Sipes was able to work with 

the legislature to gain some financial improvements, but 

the lawmakers were slow in their actions. 

Accompanying the continuing financial difficulties 

was the problem of overcrowding. When the library was remod­

eled in 1907, the Society had been given more space in which 

to operate , but as the collection grew, the accomodations 

became increasingly inadequate. The Society had spent nearly 

two decades in the public library and during the final years 

there crowding of materials had increased to a point that 

the organization had to rent storage rooms in other buildings 

h h f h . l 30 to ouse muc o t e materia s . The problem was finally 

remedied in December 1917, whe n the Historical Society made 

its third extended move to the recently completed State 

Capitol building. 

The move to the Oklahoma State Capitol on December 17, 

1917, was inevitable because the legislative acts of February 

1901 made clear provisions that the historical institution 

and its property were to be housed in the Territorial Capitol 
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building, whenever it was constructed. 31 The situation , 

of course , had changed markedly since that time because 

the t erritory had become a state and Oklahoma City had re­

placed Guthrie as the capital . Oklahoma City became the 

center of political activity, and the Historical Society, 

though a move to another building was to come in 1930, at 

least had found a permanent city for its location . 

Construction on the Capitol building began on 

July 20 , 1914, and was completed, except for a dome , on 

June 30, 1917 . The Historical Society was provided spacious 

quarters in the basement and it was estimated that there 

was ample expansion room for six to eight years at least, 

but the estimate later proved inaccurate.
32 

This move be­

came a blessing of the mixed variety with a blend of some 

progress and much conflict. In the first place, the base-

ment was also a proper financial description because even 

t hough the institution gradually received more appropira­

tions than ever before, it still received less than other 

state agencies. Several new employees were added during 

this period and new leaders eventually replaced the old , 

but in the process, several personality clashes developed. 

It was the personality dynamics which were so impor­

tant to these years in the life of the organization and 

the key individuals ranged from the board level to that 

of the employees . The Historical Society first added his­

torians to its ranks during this period , and four of 
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Oklahoma ' s most enduring historical researchers and wr iters-­

Joseph Thoburn , Grant Foreman , Muriel H. Wright and Edward 

Everett Dale- -became involved in the organization. On the 

leadership level , Thomas H. Doyle first became a Director 

in 1917 , Charles F . Colcord was elected President i n 1926 

and Judge Robe rt L. Williams emerged to take complete con­

trol. To accompany the new faces, the old familiar institu­

tional pillars Jasper Sipes and William P. Campbell remained 

for a few more years of service . With this blend of the 

old and the new, it is not surprising that conflicts arose . 

The year 1921 is a proper starting point for discus­

sion o f the State Capitol years because the previous three 

years were overshadowed by the First World War . Various 

projects such as cataloging the large number of library 

holdings were postponed until adequate funds were available. 

By this time , the collection had grown too large to be ade­

quate ly manage d by just two people , therefore a long over­

due increase in staff size was made and this represented 

the significance of the years prior to 1921. Edith Kneen 

remained as an assistant to the custodian and a Mr . Mill e r 

was hired as "extra help" according to Campbell ' s records 

f or 1918. Wayne Campbell (the custodian's son) was hired 

in 1917, 33 and Czarina Conlan joined the staff as Field 

Director in 1919. The most significant appointment was 

Joseph Thoburn, first hired in 1917 as Research Assistant 

and elevated to Secretary in January 1919 . 34 
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A milestone in the life of the organization and in 

historical writing in Oklahoma occurred in January of 1921 

when the first issue of the institutional journal, Chronicles 

of Oklahoma appeared. Unlike the previous publications, 

Mistletoe Leaves and Historia, the Chronicles was developed 

primarily for historical content, and it provided the me dium 

by which articles on the Indian, the West , and the many 

aspects of Oklahoma's heritage could be produced . It was 

this development which first introduced E. E. Dale into 

the affairs of the Society, when h e was selected as the 

initial associate editor. The development of the Chonicles 

also produced tension which, on the surface, appeared to 

be between the Society and the University of Oklahoma, but 

in reality, was between the editor and assistant editor 

James Buchanan, E. E. Dale, and Thoburn. This conflict, 

coupled with financial difficulties, caused early problems, 

but the journal survived to become a written extension of 

the Historical Society and the state it represented.
35 

The dominant force in the institution emerging at 

this time was Robert Lee Williams. Born on December 20, 

1868 , in Alabama, Williams never forgot his deep pride in 

the heritage of the South, and through the pages of books, 

he had developed a lifelong appreciation of history. After 

the completion of his Bachelor ' s Degree at Southern Univer­

sity , he began studies in law and on May 9, 1891 , joined 

the law firm of Colonel William S . Thorington , who was 
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regarded as one of the South's most prestigious lawyers . 

In that same year, Williams was admitted to the bar .
36 

In 1893 , Wil liams came to Oklahoma and was involved 

in the run for the Cherokee Outlet. In later years , and 

with statehood imminent, he put his legal skills to work 

and helped write some of the provisions of the Oklahoma 

constitution. Following statehood , he served on the 

Oklahoma Supreme Court and later became the first chief 

justice of that body . From 1915 to 1919 , Williams served 

as the state's third governor and was an instrumental force 

behind the construction of the Capitol building. In 1919 , 

he became United States District Judge and in 1937, President 

Franklin Roosevelt named him to the U.S. Circuit Court of 

Appeals for the Tenth Judicial District . It was during 

the years as a federal judge that Williams became so active­

ly involved in the Historical Society and it was lar gely 

through his efforts that a new building for the institution 

b l ' t 37 ecame area i y. 

The Historical Society received out-of-state attention 

when it hosted the 16th annual session of the Mississippi 

Valley Historical Association in March of 1923 . The three­

day convention was held at the Huckins Hotel in downtown 

Oklahoma City, and it was the first session ever to be held 

in a Western state. Nearly 500 members of the history pro­

fession, representing twenty states, were in attendance 

providing a rare opportunity for institutional exposure . 
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The highlight of the convention however , were historical 

tours revealing Oklahoma sites which gave the delegates 

a first-hand view of the state ' s Indian and Western herit­

age . The members were given a choice of two tours, the 

first of which covered the northeastern section and the 

second was in the western part of t h e state.
38 

The visit to the abandoned Cheyenne and Arapaho Indian 

Agency at Darlington was significant because several of the 

delegates voiced their opinion that the state should make 

a serious effort to preserve the site as a historical land­

mark. Thoburn , who was tour supervisor , spoke of the history 

of the agency and voiced a similar opinion on the need to 

improve the conditions at the site. At the close of the 

convention, Solon J. Buck of the Minnesota Historical Society 

declared that the Oklahoma session had been one of the most 

successful and praised the efforts of the historical society 

39 and the state. The session, besides providing a boost 

for the local economy as well as neede d exposure for the 

institution and the state, gave the members of the 

Historical Society a unique learning expe ri e nce, an oppor­

tunity to exchange ideas. 

The episode at the Dar l ington Age ncy reflec ted the 

gradual awareness of the need to prese rve historic sites 

in Oklahoma which , as the years progres s e d , became an in­

creasingly important addition to the functions o f the 

Historical Society. Previously , the institution had 
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responsibility only to serve as a repository for collecting 

and preserving historical materials. Therefore historic 

sites were left to deteriorate. While on the faculty at 

the University of Oklahoma, Joseph Thoburn was the first 

to actively investigate prehistoric sites in the state, 

one of which was the Big Mouth Cavern near Grove . Beginning 

in the 192O's, Muriel Wright led in an attempt to study 

and investigate prehistoric and historic locations in 

Oklahoma, and both she and Thoburn were involved with others 

in an effort to include this work within the scope of the 

Society. Though the early efforts were slow , they repre­

sented the first step in the development of historic preser ­

vation in Oklahoma. 4O 

In 1923 , the Society received a considerable increase 

in funding with the amount for fisc al year 1923-24 reaching 

$17,650.00, as compared to $4,650.00 for 1921- 22. Thoburn 

as secretary pushed hard for adequate staffing and an appro­

priation of $18,000 per year, in addition to the establish­

ment of a special committee to work directly with the legis­

lature in f inancial matters r egarding the organization. 

President Sipes refused to form such a committee , therefore 

Thoburn suspected that Sipes and Czarina Conlan wante d to 

deal with the lawmakers personally and thus have absolute 

control over the institutional budget .
41 

Whatever ill­

feelings developed, the Society at least had a larger budget , 

though not large enough to accomplish Thoburn's goals . 
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The Society had experienced several changes since 

moving into the capitol and with more room for growth, plus 

the addition of new personalities , the organization was 

expanding in every department. W. P. Campbell again became 

a victim of changing circumstances and his functions and 

influence were on a decline. The Chronicles represented 

a new direction in the type of publication for the institu­

tion and in the process, Campbell ' s Historia became a thing 

of the past-- another historical item for preservation . When 

Joseph Thoburn was elevated to the position of secretary 

in 1919, the scope of his duties exceeded the custodian's 

and caused a lasting strain in their relationship.
42 

Age 

was the biggest enemy to Campbell and by the year 1924 , 

he was gradually being brushed aside. 

On May 4, 1924, the old custodian died and an era 

in the life of the Historical Society was ended . Campbell 

was the founder of the institution and he devoted twenty-

two years to its growth and development . He single-handedly 

pushed the organization off the ground, providing the initial 

guidelines and constantly worked to secure valuabl e histori­

cal records on Oklahoma's past. He laid the foundation 

and built upon it- - he was the fat her of the Oklahoma 

H . . 1 S . t 43 
1stor1ca ocie y. 

Campbell was the first and last c ustodian because , 

following his death, that position was replaced by the secre­

tary. Thoburn served in that capacity unti l February, 1926, 
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when he became Director of Research . J . Y. Bryce , who had 

served as a minister in Indian Territory , later becoming 

a newspaper editor and publisher, succeeded Thoburn as secre­

tar y and remained in that position until 1930 . He also 

served the Society as edit or of the Chronicles (to which 

he also contributed several si gnificant articles) , and con­

ducted a survey of Oklahoma historical sites. His efforts 

produced a wealth of historical information on the state , 

and added to his material for the book, History of Methodism 

in Oklahoma. 44 

Another important development was the election of 

Dr . Grant Foreman of Muskogee to the Board of Directors 

on February 5, 1924. Foreman was becoming one of the re­

spected historians in the field of Indian history , mostly 

on the Five Civilized Tribes , and his involvement in the 

Society did much to expand its resources in aboriginal 

documentation. He also became involved in an ongoing con­

flict with another resident historian, Joseph Thoburn . 45 

With the larger accomodations in the Capitol , the 

Society was becoming more departmentalized , with sign i ficant 

growth occurring within each separate area . Though the 

Indian Archives did not become a separate department until 

1929, there was a strong effort mounting in the mid-1920 ' s 

to secur e records of the Five Civilized Tribes and docu­

ments relating to the Dawes Commission . Robert L . Williams 

and Foreman were the main forces behind this effort and 
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their eventual success not only provided the institution 

with valuable papers on the history of the tribes , but it 

was the first step in establishing the Oklahoma Historical 

Society as one of the foremost repositories for Indian re­

cords i n the nation . 46 

The col l ection of newspapers and books was basic 

to the purpose behind the Historical Society , therefore 

the newspaper department and the l i brary developed into 

major institutional divisions, each exper i encing a constant 

rate of growth . The newspaper collection increased to nearly 

10 , 000 bound volumes (not count i ng the many volumes which 

were not bound) by the year 1925 , and the papers were arriv­

ing from throughout the state at a steady pace. During 

the 1924-25 year , the library spent $1,300 . 00 for the pur­

chase of books and contained approximately 4 , 500 volumes 

among its resource s by the year 1925 . Improvements in the 

catalog system, which had been made a few years previously , 

provided a better working system to meet the demands of 

. d bl. 47 
increase pu 1c use. 

Of all the departments , the museum section unde rwent 

the greatest change . Through the years , the Society r eceived 

a vast amount of "museum items," many of which contained 

historical value and many which did not . Therefore these 

materials piled up in the midst of the other collections , 

resulting in terrible overcrowding. Thoburn called it a 

"junk shop" and he along with others mad e a serious attempt 
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to remedy the situation, and the effort proved successful. 

In 1919 , a number of valuable items, including artifacts 

from Thoburn's earlier excavations, were obtained from the 

museum at the University of Oklahoma , then incorporated 

into the exhibits at the Society. An important acquisition 

was made in 1922 , when the museum received an old Concord 

stagecoach from the 101 Ranch near Ponca City . 48 

A letter written in 1923 from a member of the State 

Historical Society of Missouri complimented the Society 

on the 1'complete character of the museum collect ion 11 and 

expressed surprise at its quality. By 1925 , the museum 

arrangement had improved significantly, with the items group­

ed into five general subject areas--archaeology , ethnology, 

history of Oklahoma, history of the United States, and miscel­

laneous. The improved museum presented a more accurate 

representation of the state's heritage and the frontiers 

which were basic to its development . Unfortunately, the 

museum's success was hampered because the problem of over-

d h d · b 1 · t 49 crowing a once again ecome area i y . 

The problem not only affected the museum , it was 

an institutional problem as well. Thoburn 1 s letter to 

Governor Robertson in 1922 clearly reflected the situation 

when he mentioned that the quarters in the capitol were 

badly overcrowded after only five years . Some additional 

space was provided, but it was not enough and within a very 

short time , the collection had once again become congested . 
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There was much talk concerning the need for a historical 

building , but talk was all that it amounted to because the 

legislature was simply not willing to fund an historical 

b . ld. 50 Ul 1ng. 

Funding had always been the thorn in the institution ' s 

side , and a letter written by Thoburn to Senator M. F . Ingraham 

in 1921 represents the frustration that every i ndividual 

of the society must have felt throughout their years of 

service. Thoburn carefully noted general appropriations 

had been increased by nearly twelve percent , while the amount 

f or the Historical Society was cut more than forty percent , 

which result e d in the lay-off of half the staff and placed 

the secretary on half-duty, at half the salary . He closed 

the letter b y stating , 11 a majority of both houses were will ­

ing to 'retrench' on the Historical Society, while boosting 

the appropriations for other institutions which are of more 

local, if not more questionab le , val ue to the state and 

its people. 1151 

A yearly increase in appropriation , to meet the con-

tinuous growth which was occurring in every department of 

the Society, simply did not happen . The amount of $17,650 . 00 

which was provided for the years 1923-24 dropped to $15,000.00 

in 1925-26, with the same figure for 1926-27 . By comparison , 

the Society was receiving far l ess financial s uppo r t t han 

similar organizations in other states . A comparative exam­

ple for 1925-26 s hows that the Oklahoma Historical Society 



78 

received $15 , 000 . 00 ; Wisconsin $88,900 . 00 ; Minnesota 

$61 ,500 . 00 ; Iowa $167 ,700 . 00 and Colorado $32, 1 33.30. As 

the years progressed however, t he legislature did provide 

a much larger appropr iation, with the amount reaching 

$38,500 . 00 in 1927- 28 a nd the same amount for 1928-29. 52 

In January 1926 , Jasper Sipes retired as president 

of the Historical Society , but he continued to support its 

growth and held the position of president-emeritus until 

his death in 1941 . 53 His influence was crucial to the needs 

of the institution and through his efforts the Society re­

ceived at least some funding improvements . The man who 

succeeded Sipes as president was another of Oklahoma City ' s 

leaders--Charles Francis Colcord . 

The life story of Charles Colcord was an American 

West saga. Born in Bourbon County, Kentucky in 1859, later 

moving to Texas with his family , he arrived in Oklahoma 

at age seventeen, driving horses up the Chisholm Trail . 

In April 1889, he made the land run and first came to 

Oklahoma City , where he eventually became a force behind 

the young city's growth . He served as a policeman, chief 

of police, and later the first elected sheriff of Oklahoma 

County . In 1892, he was appointed deputy United States 

marshal for the district of the Cherokee Outlet, in which 

54 
capacity he served for ten years. 

Colcord returned to Oklahoma City in 1902 , embarking 

on a s uccessful oil venture in 1903 . Hi s leadership was 
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i nstrumental in the reorganization of the Oklahoma City 

Commercial Club into the Chamber of Commerce . In the bank-

ing business , he served as the first president of the 

Commercial National Bank and later director of the First 

National Bank and Trust Company . Colcord ' s involvement 

in the Historical Society began in 1921 when he became a 

life member, then director , and finally President in 1926 . 

Two monuments in Oklahoma City represent his years of ser­

vice to the city and Historical Society he served--the twelve­

story Colcord building downtown and the Historical building . 55 

The Society ' s female employees and board members in­

cluded Czarina Conlan, an active leader in women ' s state 

civic clubs for many years, who organized the first women ' s 

club in Indian Territory in 1896 . She was also the first 

woman to be e lecte d to a public school board in Oklahoma . 

In 1919, Conlan was first employed with the Historical 

Society and served 25 years as muse um curator .
56 

Anna B. Korn served on the Board of Directors o f 

the Ok lahoma Historical Society from 1922-1947 , then was 

re-elected to another five-year term in 1947 . She was ap­

pointed to the committee working for the appropriation to 

secure a historical building , then to the committee to super­

vise its construction in 1929 . Her service to the state 

incl uded drafting the law which observed the birthday of 

Oklahoma statehood , November 16 . Korn organize d "The 

Oklahoma Memorial Associa tion'' and established the Oklahoma 
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Hall of Fame in the State Capitol on September 27, 1927 . 57 

Alice Mary Robertson, the f irst congresswoman to 

be elected from Oklahoma , joined the staff of the Historical 

Society in 1927 as a research assistant . Among her earlier 

accomplishments, she established Nuyaka Mission near Okmulgee 

and later was in charge of a boarding school for Indian 

girls , which developed into Henry Kendall College, finally 

the University of Tulsa. In 1905 , President Theodore 

Roosevelt named her postmaster at Muskogee, a positio n she 

held until 1913 . During World War I, she made a special 

effort to provide food, coffee and other necessities for 

the soldiers who passed through Muskogee. From March 1921 

to March 1923 , she served as a Republican Representative 

to the Sixty-Seventh Congress. Her employment with the 

Historical Society extended from 1927-1929 .
58 

The last years in the Capitol building wer e marked 

by improved economic conditions, new d e velopme nts , and the 

employment of two outstanding individuals--Rella Watt s 

(later Rella Looney) , and Muriel H. Wright . Appropriations 

reached $38 ,500 . 00 for the period 1927-28, with allocations 

fo r salaries, maintenance and markers , totaling $18,000 . 00 

yearly. A yearly s um of $15,000.00 was provided for data 

and research on the Five Civilized Tribes of Indians , with 

an additional $17 , 500 .00 to cover the purchase of new equip-

. d 59 ment for each of those perio s . 

Senate Joint Resolution No . 36 provided that the 



81 

Oklahoma Historical Society , the Oklahoma Education Associa­

tion , and other patriotic societies receive funding to erect 

permanent markers at historic sites throughout Oklahoma. 

It also authorized and directed the State Board of Affairs 

and the State Reformatory to provide those markers to the 

Historical Society at prices not exceeding production and 

delivery costs. 60 With this resolution , the Society expanded 

its responsibilities and began the process of desi gnating 

and preserving state historic sites . 

The year 1929 marked establishment of the department 

of Indian Archives. In an effort to gain the valuable records 

of the Five Civilized Tribes and Dawes Commission , which 

were housed at Muskogee, Grant Foreman submitted a resolu­

tion before the Society board on February 1, 1927 . The 

resolution called for the addition of those records to the 

Archives of the historical institution, which was approved. 

In 1928, the board approve d the employme nt of an Archivist 

to classi f y and arrange the tribal documents at Muskogee, 

and on Se ptember 9, 1929, the Departme nt of the Indian 

Archives began to f unction.
61 

Rella Watts was hire d b y the dire ctors on September 9, 

1929, to travel to Mus kogee and c lass i fy the mu l titude o f 

Indian r e cords. Originally appointed for a two-yea r p e riod , 

she worked with the records f or f ive year s the n a ccompanied 

their transfer t o Oklahoma City . She e ve ntually bec ame 

the first Archivist for the Indian collection and through 
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her many years of guidance, the Society emerged as one of 

the finest repositories for Indian records in the United 

States , second only to the National Archives . 62 In that 

same year , Muriel H. Wright was employed with the Society 

and over the next five decades , her name became synonomou s 

with the institution and its journal , The Chronicles of 

Oklahoma. 

Finally , the year 1929 was important for the writ i ng 

of Oklahoma history and to the future of the Historical 

Society. First , Joseph Thoburn and Muriel Wright completed 

their multi - volume history, Oklahoma: A History of t he 

State and Its People, and secondly , the legislature appro-

priated $500 , 000 for the constn:ction of a historical bui ld­

ing on the Capitol grounds. The Society , its directors , 

staff and possessions no longer had to endure the continual 

h f 1 t
. 63 

treat o re oca ion. 
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CHAPTER IV 

THE EVOLUT ION OF THE CHRONICLES 

When the f irst i ssue of the Chr onicles of Oklahoma 

appear ed in January 1921 , it was t he third separ ate publica­

tion to be de velope d by t he Oklah oma Histor ical Society 

staff , but it bore no resemblance to its predecessors, 

Mistletoe Leaves and Historia. Quality content in 

Chronicles was crucial because it represented t h e Historical 

Society throughout the state and across the nation . I t 

has related and interpreted the many hist orical aspects 

of Ok lahoma's heritage and reflected changes which occurred 

in the institution. The society outgrew the format of the 

earlier publications , therefore the Chronicles e merged as 

the journal which represented the institution . 1 

The evolution into the Chronicles was slow (twenty ­

eight year s) , and often difficult , but it survived . Mistletoe 

Leaves as well as Historia were each the product of a single 

man for t he purpose of institutional promotion . W. P . 

Campbell was not a historian , therefore history was second­

ary to hi s purpose of stimulating interest and support for 

the organization . The Chronicles on the other hand , was 

89 
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developed by several individuals who placed primary emphasis 

on hi storical studies , which enhanced the reputation of 

h . t 2 t e socie y . 

Campbell , a self- taught man , did not u se a scholarly 

approach to the publ i cations he produced, r elying instead 

on his own practicality and common sense . Because of his 

newspaper experi ence , the format of the Leaves resembled a 

smal l town newspape r, f illed with informational items, "edi­

torial" comments , and advertising fo r the organization. 

Whatever his limitations in scholar ly approach , he compen­

sated with determination, hard work , and a remarkable sense 

of timing. Circular One was sent out in May 1893 to state 

the goals of the institution and solicit donations , fo l lowed 

by the first issue of the Leaves in August 1893 .
3 

In that fi rst issue Campbell stated , "Please accept 

receipt of the Mistletoe as an invitation to send your publi­

cation for f iling with the Historical Society . " He was 

honest and direct in hi s approach, always asking for contri­

butions of newspapers, periodicals , and other items of his­

torical interest , at the same time giving credit to donors . 

Campbell ' s means of obtaining materials for the institution 

were straight-forward , relatively simple and successful . 

The initial collections of the Historical Society were gained 

through Campbell ' s practical way of doing business and the 

h
. . 4 

Mistletoe Leaves was is voice. 

The basic format of the Leaves remained the same . 
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Each e d ition contained a list of acquisitions and the names 

of individual or institutional contributors ; an account 

of newspapers on file , noting missing issues ; infor mation 

on other state historical societies ; and items relating 

to Oklahoma and Oklahoma personalities . Campbell also in­

cluded information on prominent citizens who in t urn might 

be of benefit to the soci ety , including Frank McMasters, 

Abraham J . Seay, and J . V. Admire . I n several of the later 

editions , railroad time tables were provided as a service 

to the public and, beginning with the August 12, 1893 issue , 

the Leaves contained a section called "Poseygraphs," a col­

lection of poems . 5 

Though Mistletoe Leaves provided a stimulus to the 

organization , it was Campbell ' s project . Therefore , when 

he resigned in 1895, the publication ceased . I t was unfor-

tunate that neither the officers at Norman nor at the early 

Carnegie-based society at Oklahoma City took the initiative 

to continue the Leaves or develop a historic magazine . In 

fact , a period of fourteen years elapsed between the final 

issue of the Mistletoe Leaves in 1895 and the first publica­

tion of Historia (its successor) on September 15 , 1909 . 

W. P. Campbell , who had returned as custodian in 1904 , launc h­

ed that second publication for the same reasons which had 

guided the first , to promote the society and stimulate its 

growth. 6 

Though Historia evolved from the Leaves and was 
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similar in purpose , it represented a vast i mprovement over 

the earlier pamphlet . Developed as a quarterly whi ch ran 

four pages in the first issue , eight pages in later issues , 

and finally as many as sixteen pages in the later years , 

the publication was better in quantity of size and quality 

of content. Campbell also included more articles on history­

r elated topics , which though not as extensive or nwnerous 

as would appear in the Chronicles , they represented progress 

toward a true historical journal . The most important aspect 

of Historia was that the society needed a publication to 

promote its growth and no individual other than Campbell 

7 
attempted to meet that need . 

The first issue of Historia followed nearly the same 

format as the Leaves, with names of publications received 

by the society , acquisitions , bulletins and informational 

items, but it expanded with later e ditions. Included in 

the issue for Septembe r 1 , 1910 , was a small article on 

the early d ays of western Oklahoma by Ben Clark , and under 

the heading "A Glimpse of I . T. Times Gone By," the c ustodian 

borrowed from the letter file of the society to give the 

readers an idea of experiences in Indian Territory . In 

fact, articles relating to Oklahoma's Indian heritage ap­

peared throughout the pages of Historia , with ti tles ranging 

from "Cherokee Marital Laws " and "The Pottawatomie Creed"
8 

to "Among the Osages" and " Indian Legendary Lore .
119 

Othe r significant contributions on the subject of 
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Oklahoma history included "First Opening" and "Sam Houston 

in Indian Territory" by Campbel1, 10 "Oklahoma Territory 

Supreme Court," "Among the Old Settlers Filed in Payne 

County" and many others . Historia definitely improved with 

age and the later issues were organized and better written 

but the bulk of material was still devoted to the institu­

tion and its acquisitions. Campbell never changed the focu s 

of his journal, and offered no new direction. As long 

as the society was under his direct leadership Historia 

was unchallenged, but with new leaders a change of direction 

was definitely in store. 11 

Institutional change ended the life of Historia , 

as well as Campbell ' s personal brand of institutional publi­

cation. Robert L. Williams and Joseph Thoburn of t he 

Historical Society, with James S. Buchanan and Edward Everett 

Dale of the University of Oklahoma, were the key individuals 

behind that change , and through their efforts , the Chronicles 

was born. At first Campbell refuse d to give up on Historia 

(the last issue was July 1 , 1922) , so the two publications 

briefly overlapped, but he eventually lost the publishing 

h . . 1 . 1 12 battle to the new 1stor1ca Journa . 

Early in 1920 , the society honore d Campbell with 

a loving cup to commemorate his role as founder of the in­

stitution and for his many years of service to its continued 

growth . In retrospect , the occasion resembled the traditional 

gold watch ceremony which thanked him for his years of 
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devot i on , while at the same time hinting that t hose ser­

vices wer e no longer needed . The following May , t he board 

accepted a recommendat i on to begin a new publication for 

the society , with a completely d i ffe r ent format a nd unde r 

new d . t. 13 i rec ion. 

The Chronicles of Oklahoma was the third publ i cation 

of the Historical Society, but it evolved a totally d iffer ent 

character form its predecessors . In the i ntroduct i o n for 

the inaugural issue of January , 1921 , u n der the heading 

"Chronicles of Oklahoma ," these words were p r inted: " I t 

is the purpose of the management to devote its pages to 

p h ases of Oklahoma history which will be a real contr i bu­

tion to historical knowledge." The introduction continued , 

"The management of the Chronicles invit es contributions 

from every source of early history, incidents and traditions 

which should be recorded and made a part of our history . 

Diaries, manuscripts , correspondence of the early peri od 

will be welcomed, edited and given a place in the pages 

of the Chronicles." Finally, the editors added, "If the 

people in the state will co-operate with the management 

in contributing what they can collect in their locality 

we can make the Chronicles a valuable instrument for collect ­

ing and transmitting to others our important history .
1114 

If one man above all others deserves credit for the 

concept and develo~ment of the Chronicles , it was Williams. 

Already becoming a strong force on the board of directors , 
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he worked with Thoburn to secure the necessary approval 

at the board meeting in May 1920. A publications committee 

of James S. Buchanan, Arthur N. Leecraft, and Williams as 

chairman was selected to manage the project and decide on 

the editorship of the journal. Initially , Williams cal led 

the journal a historical chronicle , with Buchanan to serve 

as editor and the head o f the journalism depar tment of the 

University of Oklahoma to be assistant editor, but the plans 

were slightly altered. The title of course became Chronicles 

of Oklahoma (later The Chronicles of Oklahoma), and Assistant 

Professor Edward Everett Dale of the University of Oklahoma 

became associate editor , but Buchanan did agree to serve 

d ·t 15 as e 1 or. 

James Buchanan was born in Franklin, Tennessee, on 

October 14 , 1864. He received his Bachelor ' s Degree from 

Cumberland University, and completed graduate work at 

Vanderbilt and the University of Chicago. He came to 

Oklahoma Territory in 1894, serving as history professor 

at Central State Teachers College. In 1895 he became pro-

fessor of history at the University of Oklahoma and in 1909 

was named dean of the College of Arts and Sciences, in which 

capacity h e served as editor of the Chronicles. Buchanan 

later served as president of the University from 1923- 25, 

and finally became vice - president from 1925 until hi s death 

in 1930. 16 

It was upon Buchanan's recommendation that Edward 
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Everett Dale first became involved with the Historical 

Society as associate editor of the Chronicles. Born on 

February 8 , 1879, at Kellar , Texas , young Dale had first­

hand experience with the life and excitement of the West. 

Wishing to add formal education to his personal experiences , 

he first attended Central State Teachers College at Edmond 

and received a Bachelor ' s Degree from the University of 

Oklahoma in 1911 . In 1914, Dale received his Master ' s Degree 

from Harvard, then later, he earned his doctorate from the 

same institution. While at Harvard , he studied under the 

distinguished Frederick Jackson Turner. Though his greater 

works were still ahead, he had completed some books before 

1921, including Territorial Acquisitions of the United States 

(privately printed, 1912) and Tales of the Tepee, 1919.
17 

With historians such as Buchanan and Dale from the 

university, Thoburn f rom the Historical Society and Williams' 

active interest in history, there were strong forces behind 

the establishment of the Chronicles. Its development was 

not a smooth one however, and a conflict soon developed 

over the control of the journal, resulting in ill - fee lings 

which in many respects never abated. By 1918 , Thoburn had 

fo rmed a distrust of the history department at the University 

of Oklahoma and hi s feelings grew progressively worse. When 

Buchanan and Dale we re named editors of the Chronicles, he 

felt both personally slighted and very suspicious that the 

university might gain complete control over historical 
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publications in the state . 18 

The unfortunate consequence of the conflict was t hat 

several remarks were made by Thoburn, which he later re­

gretted. He mentioned Buchanan's advance at the University, 

"where the hard and fast rules of seniority" served to make 

him dean. He also noted that Buchanan was, "something of 

a feudist in that he never forgives or forgets." Thoburn ' s 

comments toward Dale were very harsh, because in effect, 

he accused Dale of succeeding because he was merely a fol­

lower, rather than possessing any real stamina or ability. 

Thoburn later tried to reconcile his comments by praising 

the efforts of both men, but the damage was done and Dale 

never really forgave him. In later years , while writing 

the biography of Robert L. Williams with James D. Morrison, 

Dale stated, "Thoburn, secretary of the society, felt that 

as a former newspaper man he must undoubtedly know more 

about editing and publishing such a journal than did the 

two men named as editors. In this he was probably correct 

but he was tactless in his manner of offering suggestions .
1119 

During the problems over the editorship of the 

Chronicles, Thoburn caused the first rift between himself 

and Williams, and over the course of the next ten years, 

they were continuously at odds with each other . In defense 

of Thoburn, he was wrong in his comments , but probably right 

in his reservations about the editorial makeup of the journal . 

He felt that a representative from the Historical Society 
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should be included , but Williams felt otherwise, thereby 

re-enforcing Thoburn ' s concern that the university might 

have absolute contr ol. Thoburn believed in the concept 

of the Chronicles and he did not block its advance, becoming 

one of its greatest supporters and later contributing a 

number of articles , especially on Oklahoma ' s prehistory . 

Though he lacked tact , he was a professional . 

Williams was strong-willed and forceful and he usually 

succeeded in accomplishing his goals. His efforts in the 

development of the Chronicles were no except i on . He outlined 

the program for the journal and expected volume one , number 

one to be out by March , 1920 , but that proved to be impos­

sible. At that time, Dale was at Harvard, and both he and 

Buchanan expected a full teaching load for the summer ses­

sion. Therefore the first issue was delayed until January , 

1921. The first issue compared favorably with publications 

of other Western historical societies . Williams was pleased 

with the content and wrote to Thoburn that it was a "fine 

start , " and that every f uture effort should be made to make 

each issue better than the . one before .
20 

Volume one , number one of the Chronicles was 110 

pages in length and several of the articles were more than 

double the size of an entire issue of Historia . The listing 

of off i cers included Jasper Sipes, President ; Anton H. Classen 

and Thomas H. Doyle , Vice-Presiden t s ; Jose ph B. Thoburn , 

Secretary; Frank J . Wykoff , Treasurer ; and William P. Campbell 



/ 
99 

Custodian . Among the articles was a four-page piece en­

titled "A Sequoyah Centennial , " followed by "The Separation 

of Nebraska and Kansas From the Indian Terr i tory" by Roy 

Gittinger . Edward Everett Dale wrote a l engthy article 

titled "Some Letters of General Stand Watie , " Morris L . 

Wardell contributed "The History of No-Man ' s Land , or Old 

Beaver County." Finally , an article called "The Cheyenne 

Dog Soldiers" by W. S. Campbell , was followed by a section 

of book reviews and one on historical news items . It was 

clear that the new institutional journal was to be devoted 

almost entirely to historical studies . 21 

The editors quickly prepared number two of volume 

one, and hopes were running high that it was to be better 

than the first. On January 20, 1921 , Dale wrote a letter 

in regard to securing an article on the Albert Pike Highway , 

and he also noted that the second number was to go to press 

by March 15 of that year . Dale was premature in his esti­

mate, for although they managed to have it ready in April , 

funding prob lems delayed printing of the second issue until 

October, 1921. In fact , lack of funds represented a major 

threat to the journal, and it not only delayed t he second 

issue, it also caused a reduction in size . On June 21 , 

1921 , Thoburn wrot e to W. M. Dunn that "the f inancial condi ­

tion of the Historical Society is such that the publication 

of Chronicles will have to be suspended fo r the time being." 

The Legislature "retrenched" on the Historical Society to 
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the extent of $5 , 000. Other institutions escaped retrench­

ment. Only the Historical Society had to endure economy . 22 

When number two was f inally issued in October of 

1921, Buchanan and Dale remained editor and associate editor, 

with Joseph Thoburn as managing editor . Under the heading 

"Announcement," it was mentioned that the Chronicles was 

to have been issued on a regular basis each quarter, but 

the lack of funds had forced a delay . The editors also 

noted that it would appear regularly he r eafter , though at 

a reduced size until adequate funding was secured . By the 

provisions of the Society's constitution , the Chronicles 

was to be issued under the guidance of a standing committee 

23 
composed of the secretary and two members. 

At the beginning of the October issue under the head­

ing "Chronicles of Oklahoma," several important announcements 

were made in regard to the Historical Society . Noted was 

the fact that the amount of r esearch work in the library 

for 1921 greatly exceeded that of any previous year and 

the overall research b e ing conducted within the institution 

was encouraging. The editors also mentioned the overcrowded 

conditions in t he Capito l , with a comme nt that "proper and 

reasonable housing for the Oklahoma Hi storical Society and 

its collections promises to be a live issue henceforth. " 

Funding for other state agencies for 1921 was approximately 

twelve percent highe r than for 1919 , whi le support for the 

Historical Society was cut more than forty percent below 
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the amount for the p r evious two- year period . Th e editorial 

concluded with a report that local historical societies 

had recently been established in Tulsa and Muskogee . 24 

The reduction in size of the Chronicles was evident , 

not only were the articles shorter than those in the previous 

issue , but the entire length from cover to cove r was only 

45 pages . Included was an article by Allen Wright on t he 

Wheelock Seminary and one titled 11The Paternity of Sequoyah 

the I nventor of the Cherokee Alphabet , 11 by Albert Goodpastur e . 

Under the title "Additional Letters of General Stand Watie , " 

E . E . Dale continued his effort from the January , 1921 , 

issue . The final article was 11The Flight of the Kickapoos" 

which listed no author. 25 

Thoburn wrote officials in the Library of Congress 

in November, 1921, to seek protection for the title, 

"Chronicles of Okalhoma. 11 The Register of Copyrights in­

formed him that the copyright law did not secure the exclu­

sive right to use a "name or title except as a part of the 

work to which it is appended for identification . " He added 

that protection could be secured for parts of the issues 

of the journal by publishing them with the wo rd "copyright," 

followed by the date and name of the claimant . The society 

then had to furni s h two copies of each issue to the copy­

right office at the Library of Congress . It was further 

suggested that Thoburn write to the Commissioner of Patents 

f h . l 26 to register the name o t e Journa . 



/ 

102 

Because of lack of funds , volume one of the Chronicles 

was limited to three issues . As mentioned earlier , n umber 

one appeared in January, 1921 , followed by number two i n 

October of that year, but number three was not issued until 

June of 1923 . During the delay , the only p ublication to 

come from the Historical Society fo r the year 1922 was , 

interestingly enough, Historia . Campbell ' s quarterly offered 

somewhat of a d i lemma to the other officers because it was 

not an easy matter to approach the founder of the society , 

and to tell him that they preferred to publish the Chron i cles . 

Campbell was too experienced to be pacified by the gift 

of a loving cup and he offered some initial resistance . 27 

The old custodian continued to publish Histor ia and 

some of his best work appeared in those last issues . The 

terminal issue of July 1 , 1922, was especially noteworthy 

because Campbell included a lengthy article on John Wilkes 

Booth under the heading "Oklahoma the Mecca for Men of 

Mystery. " Campbell was able to publish Historia on a 

quarterly basis, while the Chronicles experienced early 

difficulties. In spite of the irregularity of publication, 

the quality of those first issues of the Chronicles made 

it clear which publication was destined to survive. The 

Chronicles had the support of the board and other officers , 

and everyone, including Campbell , knew that the publication 

f H . . . d 28 o 1stor1a was n earing an en . 

When the third number of the Chronicles of Oklahoma 
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finally appeared in June , 1923 , it was longer (123 pages) 

and superior to the p r evious two issues . J ames S . Buchanan 

and E . E. Dale were no longer the editors and under the 

title "Publication Committee" the names of C . W. Turner, 

Joseph B. Thoburn , and Emma A. Estill were listed . Thoburn 

had succeeded in playing a n instrumental role in the jou r ­

nal ' s development, and the Oklahoma Historical Society , 

not the University of Oklahoma, had absolute controi . 29 

Number three contained the usual editorial section , 

a book review by Thoburn o f "The Union Indian Brigade in 

the Civil War" by Wiley Britton, followed by a review of 

James Malone ' s The Chickasaw Nation, which was reviewed 

by Muriel Wright. Next the Oklahoma City session of the 

Mississippi Valley Historical Association was h i ghlighted , 

with a thorough account of that successful event . The re ­

search articles included "The Spirit of Soonerland" by Edward 

Everett Dale; "Comanche Civilization : History of Quahah 

Parker" by Daniel Becker, and "Reminiscences of the Washit a 

Campaign" by John Murphy.
30 

The Chronicles was becoming not only the institutional 

journal of the Historical Society, but one which spotlighted 

the historical significance of Oklahoma as well . Though 

the f irst number of volume two did not appear unti l March, 

1924 , the journal finally r eceived the financial s upport 

to secure its publication on a regular quarterly basis . 

The Leaves and Historia were products of a single man . That 
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was not the case for the Chronicles because numerous individ­

uals contributed to its establishment and growth . Talented 

writers including Thoburn , Dale, Grant Foreman and Carol yn 

Thomas Foreman , J. Y. Bryce , Angie Debo, and a host of others 

contribute d significant articles during those first two 

decades of existence. One person , Muriel Wright, wrote 

extensively for the Chronicles and emerged as its longest­

serving editor . 
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CHAPTER V 

THE TEMPLE OF HISTORY 

Ah, who can tell how hard it is to climb 
The steep where fame ' s proud temple shines afar? 

James Beattie , The Mins trel 

The Oklahoma Historical Society never really h a d 

a home of its own before 1930 ; the s ize of t he collection 

finally increased to a point where t he need for permanency 

was crucial. In t hat regard, the collection had always 

been "precariously house d he r e and there , " because the 

society was forced to lead an orphan ' s existence throughout 

its first thirty-seven years , therefore lacking a stable 

environment. When the historical building was d e dicat e d 

on November 15 , 1930 , it r epresented not only the f ul f i ll ­

ment of many years of growth and change, but it stood as 

a monument to all who had put their time and energy into 

the advancement of the institution. The society had finally 

1 
come home . 

Pe rhaps no organization i n the state of Oklahoma 

had wider experience in moving about than the Oklahoma 

Historical Society , which appeared to be an institution 
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built on wheels . In a period of thirty-five years (1895 -

1930), the society made f ive moves (including the temporary 

inconvenience of 1908 , whi le the Carnegie Library was being 

remodeled) , and all but the f inal move produce d the same 

overcrowded results . To make mat ters worse , it had to store 

part of the collection in othe r buildings during the last 

of the Carnegie years , and the officers were constantly 

asking for more room while in the Capitol basement. Ob­

viously t hose connected with the society were f rustrated 

with the s ituat ion, but a major concern was the damage be­

ing done t o the collection . 2 

An attempt to secure a permanent home for the 

Hi storical Society actually began in 1909, with the e fforts 

of an organization known as the Women of '89. Appearing 

on the letterhead of their stationery was the motto "Our 

Work: A State Historical Building," which was included 

on a letter dated September 23, 1909. It should be added 

that Mrs. Marion Rock, a former c ustodian with t he Historical 

Society, was l i sted as an off i cer of that organization. 

The effor t received some publicity when on October 2 , 1910 , 

the Daily Oklahoman ran an article titled "Hi storical Home 

is Urged Near Capitol . " The article began by saying , "The 

b ui lding of the Ok lahoma Historical Society will be erected 

on the capitol sit e, if the recommendations of the historical 

committee of t h e Women of ' 89 are carried out . 113 

Those recommendations were obviously premature in 
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regard to both the Capitol and the Historical Building, 

but it was an early step in the right direction. The of­

ficers saw no real possibility of securing a structure until 

after the legislature founded a home of its own and if there 

were advocacy voices within the institution, they were whis­

pers. That possibility finally came after the completion 

of the state capitol in 1917 and though the issue was brought 

up two years later, the major push did not actually begin 

until the 1920's. A key to the eventual success was the 

significant growth of the collection, but the ultimate 

strength was power from within the institution's Board of 

Directors. The society's board was composed of several 

influential personalities including Jasper Sipes, Thomas 

H. Doyle, Grant Foreman, Charles Colcord and Robert L. 

Williams. 4 

In 1919 , the issue over the historical building came 

into focus after the legislature passed a r esolution to 

appoint a five -member commission to plan a memorial to 

Oklahoma's soldiers who died in World War I. The commission 

decided to const ruct a memorial arch on the capitol grounds, 

but Robert L. Williams immediately voiced his opposition. 

Writing to Mrs. J.C. Pearson of the Oklahoma State Federation 

of Womens Clubs in June of 1920, Williams stated that members 

of the society passed a resolution favoring a historical 

building over an arch . He added that , "In the building, 

halls and rooms for the American Legion should be appropriately 
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and permanently designed as a memorial to t he soldiers of 

the late World War and tablets s hould be erected and placed 

in this memorial hall in memory of all the Oklahoma soldiers 

who died in battle . " Letters were sent to a number of clubs 

and organizations throughout the state i n an effort to gain 

support for the building project . Jasper Sipes wrote to 

Williams on June 21 , 1920 , reporting that a committee was 

formed "to me morialize the Legislature to erect a suitable 

building" to house the society ' s collection and contain 

a memorial hall as well as "War Museum." The building did 

not become a reality for another decade , but , from 1920 

on, those associated with the organization made a continuous 

effort . 5 

Joseph Thoburn also played an important part in the 

push to obtain a permanent str ucture for the society ; he 

constantly kept the issue alive . The letter to Governor 

Robertson in Spetember of 1922 not only voiced his personal 

views on the matt e r , but echoed the feelings of the staff 

as well, because the quarters in the Cpaitol were inadequate . 

Thoburn wrote , "It was then believed that it would have 

ample room for expansion for at least six to eight years , 

whereas, in less than five years, it is already badly over­

crowded." He then stated that the society "must have more 

room" a nd, "Many of its officers , members and friends be­

lieve that it should ask the legislature for the erection 

of a suitable special building on the capitol grounds . 116 
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The most significant steps were taken in the mid-

1920's when Grant Foreman and Robert L. Williams joined 

forces to secure an extremely valuable collect ion to enhance 

the prestige of the historical institution. They believed 

that by using that approach, the chances for legislative 

support for a building might increase significantly. The 

acquisition of the valuable Indian records from Muskogee 

was basic to their plan because , with those papers in the 

possession of the Historical Society, the justification 

for a permanent structure was greatly improved . A key ingre­

dient to t h e plan however, was an agreement from the federal 

government to transfer custody of the records to the society 

and though that commitment was only verbal, a resolution 

was submitted to the directors. Without a written agreement, 

there was no guarantee that the records might be t ransferred , 

but Williams and Foreman obviously felt otherwise .
7 

Foreman introduced the resolution to the board of 

the Oklahoma Historical Society on February 1, 1927, and 

received unanimous approval. It called for the "transfer 

of tribal records, documents, laws , council proceedings, 

reports and correspondence" of the Five Civilized Tribes 

from the Superintendent at Muskogee to the society . The 

resolution further stated that the t ransfer was to be made 

whenever the "society shall have a fi re-proof building in 

which to preserve them . " Upon approval , the directors sent 

copies to members of both houses of the legislature , which 
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resulted in a resolution from the lower house that supported 

the acquisition. The lawmakers approved the transfer of 

tribal r ecords but they were not easily swayed by the pres ­

sure fo r a building. Perhaps i f officials in Washington 

had made a written agreement , the appropriation might have 

been approved earlier, but the legislature was not inclined 

to erect buildings on the strength of verbal commitments 

alone. Ironically , the building was de dicated four years 

before the Indian records arrived in 1934.
8 

Several of the earlier issues of Chronicles of 

Oklahoma contained supportive statements for a permanent 

building, but most were confined to the minutes of the board 

meetings. The introduction to the December , 1924 , issue 

contained a paragraph which expressed the hopes that the 

society might house its materials in a special building 

to be erected for library and museum purposes. Included 

in the minutes of the annual meeting for February, 1925, 

was a note that Robert L. Williams, Thomas H. Doyle , 

Mrs. Frank Korn, Baxter Taylor and others discussed the 

topic of a proposed building. During the annual meeting 

of February 1 ' 1927 (in which Foreman presented his resolu-

tion on the Indian records), Williams made a motion to add 

two members to the building committee . By 1927 , the direc-

tors were pushing the project in full force , and they assumed 

that gaining the necessary appropriations for a building 

was only a matter of time .
9 
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Their assumptions proved correct because on February 25 , 

1929, the legislature appropriated $500,000 for the "erection 

and construction of a building to be used and occupied by 

the Oklahoma Historical Society . '' The structure was also 

to be used as headquarters and offices for veteran and ser ­

vice organizations and other patriotic associations . The 

building , which was to be located on the grounds of the 

state capitol, was under the direction of the State Board 

of Public Affairs and subject to approval by the directors 

of the Historical Society . The statute also direc ted the 

society to select a superintendent to supervise construction 

who , working with the architect, was to be under joint super­

vision by the Board of Af fairs and the histroical directors .
10 

In anticipation of the senate appropriation, the 

directors held a meeting the previous month, on January 23, 

1929, to select a building committee to work with the Board 

of Affairs. The committee of seven consisted of Robert L. 

Williams, Chairman; Thomas H. Doyle , Vice Chairman; Phil 

Brewer , W. S. Key; Jasper Sipes; Dan Peery and W. A. Ledbetter . 

Named later to the Citizens Advisory Committee were Carl 

McGee, Roy Hoffman , E . K. Gaylord, Mayor W. C . Dean and 

Joe Huckins.
11 

On February 18 , 1929 , Joseph Thoburn wrote to George 

Bird Grinnell that the Oklahoma House of Representatives 

passed the measure which was earlier approved by the Senate 

in regard to the building appropriation . He told Grinnell 
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that the passage by both houses of the legislature was "a 

fair indication of what the people of the state at large 

think of the Historical Society and the work which it has 

been tyring to d o . 1112 In fact, all who were connected with 

the historical institution felt a sense of relief and appre ­

ciation that the collection was to receive a spacious new 

home . There was a feeling of satisfaction that their ef­

forts were finally being rewarded and the collection could 

at last be placed in a stable environment . 

The editors of the Chronicles devoted several pages 

of the "Introduction" of the March i ssue to the building 

project , and included the entire statute. On April 25 , 

1929 , the representatives of patriotic societies from through­

out the state were invited to examin e the initial plans 

for the building and make suggestions . The library and 

museum committee was also instructed to purchase equipment 

and furniture from the 1929 surplus funds . Finally , it 

was decided in the April meeting that the plans must be 

approved before the payment was made, and Edward P . Boyd 

d f t
. 13 

was named superinten ent o construe ion . 

After several meetings in the spring of 1929 , the 

building committee decided to tour cities in the northern 

and eastern sections of the country . The tour was to include 

Rochester , New York; Indianapolis, Indiana ; Nashville , 

Tennessee ; Topeka, Kansas; Washington, D.C . ; Madison, 

Wisconsin and St . Paul , Minnesota to examine historical 
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society buildings to determine their structure and organiza­

tion . All committee members except for Judge Ledbetter 

made the trip, which began on May 22, 1929 . 14 

Leaving Oklahoma City on the night of Wednesday the 

22nd, the group traveled by Pullman to and from their schedul­

ed destinations . First visiting the Kansas State Historical 

Society at Topeka, an inspection was made of the structure 

followed by meet ings with various officers of that institu­

tion . Following the same routine at each stop , the group 

was able to examine structural and organizational makeup 

of the various historical societies they visited . Though 

the tour was billed as a business excursion , the stop at 

Washington , D. C. proved to be worthwhile with stops at the 

Capitol , White House , Smithsonian and several of the noted 

monuments. The Washington visit was made all the more enjoy­

able because of the hospitality shown by Senators Elmer 

Thomas and Thomas P . Gore of Oklahoma. 15 

Though the group examined several historical societies , 

the objective of their mission was actually accomplis hed 

on the second day (Friday , May 24) , when they visited the 

building of the Minnesota Historical Society at St . Paul . 

After first viewing the structure and contents of the build­

ing, then meeting with the officers, Williams and Brewer 

instructed Architect Solomon A. Layton to obtain the neces ­

sary blueprints. Those designs of the Minnesota Hi storical 

Society building eventually became the model for the Oklahoma 
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building . Following their return to Oklahoma City , the 

plans were drawn up to meet those specifications , and on 

August 2 , 1929 , the contract was let to Holmboe Construction 

Company on their bid of $412,00o .
16 

On November 16, 1929 (Statehood Day) , the cornerstone 

of the Historical Building was officially laid and those 

connected with the society made sure that the experience 

was memorable . Thomas H. Doyle introduced the principle 

speakers for the occasion, who were Governor William J . 

Holloway (who signed the appropriation law) , Robert L . Williams 

and Gabe Parker (past superintendent of the Five Civilized 

Tribes). Governor Holloway stated, "The archives before 

which we stand are to preserve for our posterity the evi­

dences of Oklahoma's culture and greatness . " In closing 

he remarked , "I hereby dedicate this building to the service 

o f history , " to "preserve the traditions , the achievements, 

and the hopes of that remarkable people formed by the fusion 

of two great and dissimilar territories.
1117 

Williams was the next to address the gathering , saying 

"This building is the official home of the state," but in 

a greater sense "it is the spiritual home of the state . " 

It was his vision that the building was to become the r e ­

search, historical, and cultural center fo r the state. The 

r emarks made by Parker were similar, praising both the 

Historical Society and Oklahoma ' s progress . Among the items 

placed in the cornerstone were a Bible , masonic documents , 
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a copy of the appr opriations bill, a 1929 directory of state 

officials , documents and list i ngs of officers and members 

of the Hi storical Society , Memorial Association and various 

patriotic organizations, a copy of the Daily Oklahoman 

(November 16 , 1929) , other newspapers and historical docu­

me nts.18 

A progress report was included in the March 1930 

issue of t he Chronicles and indications were that const r ue-

tion was moving rapidly . Letters were sent to historical 

societies throughout the nation seeking advice on society 

related topics. Included were pictures of the new building 

which produced many complimnetary replies . On the whole , 

those efforts were commendable because once the appropriation 

was made by the legislature , the officers moved quickly 

to insure that the building was completed as quickly as 

possible and to the e xact specificiations.
19 

The building itself was an impressive structure which, 

because Solomon Layton had designed the Capitol building , 

complimented the surrounding area. It was built on an ele-

vated site (6 feet above the street level) just sout heast 

of the Capitol with the front facing west . The exterior 

design on the front contained a central Ioni c colonnade 

flanked on both sides by large wings and the exter ior walls 

were faced with Indiana Limestone with the ground floor 

and entrance steps being faced with granite . Bronze door s 

served the main entrance and ground entrance to the muse um 
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and the auditorium on the f ront, whil e the doors to the 

s hippin g room and auditorium in the back were hollow metal . 

20 Exterior windows were surrounded by steel casements . 

Interior plans included three main floors above the 

bsement level with an arched and vaulted ceiling in the 

first floor corridor and beamed ceilings in the corridors 

of all other floors. The f loor of the entrance vestibul e 

was Ten nessee and Tavernelle marble and all main corridors 

wer e terrazzo f loors of colored marble with pattern and 

border . Floors o f the museum and gallery were white oak, 

which we re arranged in parquet blocks in squares of 12 inches . 

The ground floor consisted of an a uditorium on t he north 

wing and a muse um fo r large exhibits on the wing to the 

south , with a shipping room and newspape r stack room . On 

the first floor , the large library reading room a nd news ­

pape r room were the main departme nts , with the central stai r ­

way highlighting t he mai n e ntr a nce . The second floor housed 

the various institutional offi cers , with t he appr opriate 

memorial halls. Finally , the t hird floor contained museum 

space and two large gallery rooms on the north and south 

. 21 wings . 

The Oklahoma Historical Society building was completed 

on September 22 , 1930 , with the formal dedication being 

he ld on November 15, 1930 . Included in the dedication pro-

gram were addr esses by Governor Holloway , Governor- Elect 

Wi lliam H . Murr ay , Frank Greer , Thomas H. Doyle , and Alice 
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Robertson. Robert L . Williams presided . A resolution was 

officially adopted by the Board of Directors which expressed 

appr eciation for the work of t he Building Committee, declar­

ing that ever y do llar was honest ly and wisely used in the 

project . That r esolution also recognized t he work of t he 

supervising archi tect , Edward P . Boyd; Holmboe Construction 

Company ; and the architectural fi rm of Layton , Hicks and 

Forsyth for their dedication and di l i gence in successful 

complet ion of the structure . 22 

A lengthy editorial appeared in t he November 9 , 1930 

edition of the Tulsa Sunday World which expressed pride 

in t he completion of the n ew Historical building . Briefly 

discussing the formation and early history of t h e o r ganiza­

tion , it mentioned the fact that the society predated the 

state and began to record history when it was in the making. 

In closing , the editorial stated that "Commemorating the 

e ntrance of a commonwealth into the United States and in 

tribute to the men and women who helped found that common­

wealth, the Historical Society ' s new home i s bequeathed 

to the state whose name it bears .
1123 

Not all statements made in regard to the society 

were favorable ; ironically L . M. Nichols , the president 

of t he Okl ahoma Press Association (the body which founded 

t he historical institution) , made harsh observations . Nichols 

h ad delivered his attack several months before the completion 

of the building and in the presence of the society ' s Board 
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of Directors. He said that a small group of the board had 

assumed nearly all credit for the achievement of the struc­

ture, while the real reason for the appropriation was public 

sentiment and the cooperation of the press and the state 

of Oklahoma. He further stated that the employees have 

been without adequate leadership on the direct level, with 

the 11 sole supervisory authority resting in the executive 

committee of the Board of Directors, all of whom are other­

wise employed." In closing, he added "Most of the present 

hindrances are internal, not external, and some of them-­

happily not many--are due to the dictatorial attitude of 

a very few members of this Board. 1124 

Whatever comments were made, favorable or unfavorable , 

the fact remained that the historical building finally was 

a reality, and the organization had the permanency and feel ­

ing of accomplishment which was needed. On the whole, the 

opinions were positive and the new building represented 

a combination of the past, present, and future of Oklahoma 

and its heritage. Those connected with the organization 

on all levels could regard the building with a deep sense 

of pride and satisfaction, though it was unfortunate that 

Wil liam Parker Campbell did not live to see the structure 

which he too helped build. Different words were used to 

describe the classic beauty of the building but perhaps 

the most eloquent of all descriptions was, that the histor­

ical building stood as a 11Temple of History .
1125 
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The first months spent in the new building were under­

standably chaotic with employees trying to organize thei r 

various department s . A new dilemma faced the staff because , 

for the first time ever , the organization had more than 

adequate room for the collections and it was diffi cult to 

decide where the materials were to go . The directors were 

also attempting to reorganize the institution; therefore 

much of their business was devoted to changes in policy , 

which also reflected the increasing power of that body. 

In the board meeting for January 29, 1931, various amend­

ments were made in the constitution and a more direct work­

ing relationship between the secretary of the society and 

directors was established. They decided that all letters 

which left the society (including those dictated by othe rs) 

were to carry the signature of the secretary. The decision 

was also made that the secretary was to personally receive 

all items of business the n relate them directly to the board .
26 

On April 23, 1931 , the Board of Directors held an 

eventful meeting with several highly significant issues 

being discussed. A photostat machine was to be purchased 

from the re- appropriation funds and money was made available 

for library stacks from the unassigned funds . Several com­

mittees were formed , including one to plan the beautification 

of the grounds surrounding the Historical building . One 

committee was appointed t o recommend the adequate placement 

of a cannon (which was a possession of the society) and 
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a nother to map and plat various trails , r oads and forts 

throughout the state . On e item of b usiness of extreme im­

portance concer ned the eventual transfer of the Indian re-

cords from Muskogee . In a letter to the board , Fo r eman 

repor ted his confidence that there should be no c omplica­

tions in moving those records to Oklahoma Ci ty whenever 

the society was prepar ed to receive them . 27 

Despite the positive aspects to the institu tion , 

the r e were problems in the temple and on April 23, 1 931 , 

a long-running feud came to a resolution . The statements 

made by the President of the Oklahoma Pr ess Associat i on 

in 1930 were not far from the mark, because internal str i fe 

had existed for more than a decade within the society and 

a new bui l ding was not going to remove it. Th e problems 

were transferr ed with the collection . It was unfortunate 

that one of the first significant developments to occur 

within the new structure was the forced removal of one of 

the society's most dedicated employees, Joseph Thoburn .
28 

It was the climax to a decade- long feud between labor 

and the management, namely Thoburn and Williams , and i t 

had its effects upon the institution, particularly employees 

and officers . The conflict also involved personal rivalr i es 

and jealousies which resulted in several bitter remarks . 

Above all , the conflict involved a power struggle between 

two very strong personalities who viewed their positions 

and the future of the organizat i on in different ways . 
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Robert L. Williams gained tremendous power wi thi n the society 

and ultimately achieved absolute control over t he boar d . 

Thobur n on the other hand , se r ved the inst i tution as director 

(beginning in 1903) , then as an employee since 1917 , there -

f h . . t . f · f 1 · 29 ore ac ieving acer ain amount o in uence on his own . 

Initially (1917- 1921) , the two men appear to have 

maintained a good working relationship with similar i nstitu­

tional goals in mind. Both desired to make a number of 

changes because the organization was being run by two so­

called old- timers (Sipes and Campbell) , who were r elying 

on outdated policies. In response to Williams ' request 

to construct a historical building rather than a memorial 

arch , Thoburn was very supportive . He wrote to Williams 

on July 18, 1920 , that, "The Society's collections are grow­

ing rapidly and a number of additional cases have been in-

stalled for the display of the same. In fact , its present 

quarters are beginning to appear crowded to such an extent 

as to emphasize the need of the building which you have 

proposed. 1130 

The development of the Chronicles of Oklahoma reflect­

ed the earlier relationship between Thoburn and Williams 

because both worked .in league to get the concept of the jour-

nal approved. In a letter to Williams in January, 1920 , 

he mentioned the proposed changes in the society ' s constitu­

tion as the "inauguration of several progressive and con­

structive policies . " He further stated , "I fully endorse 
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your stand in regard to the Society putting out a digni f ied 

and serious historical publication." On April 27, 1920 , 

he expressed doubt that a quality publication was possible 

under the existing circumstances and requested Williams ' 

support on the matter. In July 1920, Thoburn wrote that 

"Historia (or as most of us call it, "Histeria'')," was seri -

ously harming the society ' s image with similar institutions 

throughout the country, and he was going to attempt to halt 

f t . 31 any u ure issues. 

It was the disagreement over the editorship of the 

Chronicles in 1921 which, unfortunately, produced the first 

conflict between the two men. When Williams named Buchanan 

and Dal e from the University of Oklahoma to b e editor and 

associate editor respectively, Thoburn strongly voiced his 

opposition. In the process, he made several unkind remarks 

in regard to Buchanan and Dale, which was also a slap at 

Williams . When the t hird iss ue appeared in June 1923 , Thoburn 

was one of three members of the publication committee , there­

fore becoming an e ditor of the journal, but Williams did 

not appreciate his attitude or his opinions regarding 

d . t . 1 32 e i oria s. 

In Febru ary , 1924 , Will iams was r e -elected to the 

Board and Grant Foreman was e l ected as a new director . The 

two men (both r esiding at Mus kogee) we r e friends and they 

worke d together on several porjects . Problems soon deve loped 

be tween Thoburn and Foreman in connection with Williams and 
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also involving a professional rivalry between the t wo his­

torians. Foreman sided with Williams on a number of issues 

and, in the mprocess, Muriel Wright was drawn in because 

of her association with Thoburn. 33 

Possessing complete confidence in her abilit i es as 

a promising historian, Thoburn asked Miss Wright to co-

author his multi-volume history on Oklahoma. In a sense , 

she followed a similar professional path as Thoburn because , 

in addition to possessing a st r ong interest in the history 

of the state (especially the Indian heritage), her anthro-

pological work was similar to Thoburn ' s. In 1929, they 

successfully completed the four-volume Oklahoma: A History 

of the State and Its People, thus receiving praise throughout 

the state and unwelcomed attention from Williams.
34 

The young Muriel Wri ght , because of her not- so- permanent 

status with the Historical Society at that time , and her 

working relationships with Thoburn , became an innocent pawn 

in a very foolish s ituation. Williams began to keep a care­

f ul eye on Wright to see whether or not she was adequately 

performing her duties and in a letter to J. Y. Bryce , he 

firmly stated that she was merely a temporary employee , 

not permanent. On September 10, 1930, he wrote to Dan Peery 

that she was not doing the work which she was paid to do , 

and expressed further dissatisfaction with her . It was 

also pointed out to Thoburn that a certain man had made 

a cold r emark concerning the inadequate abilities of some 
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individuals who were writing histories about the I ndians . 

Thoburn took the statement as a de liberate slap at Wright 

and he assumed that Grant Foreman was responsible . 35 

An incident occurred in 1929 involving a newspaper 

to be placed in the cornerstone of the very historical build­

ing which both Williams and Thoburn had strongly advocated 

for a number o f years . A copy of the Tulsa World, dated 

November 16, 1929, was to be placed with other newspapers 

in a copper box inside the cornerstone. The arrangement 

was, that the paper was to be de livered to Thoburn by a 

news agency at Oklahoma City, but Williams wrote a letter 

saying that the paper was never sent and he had to present 

the paper personally. Williams made some harsh comments 

about the agency, which in turn prompted them to telephone 

Thoburn. It was revealed (by Thoburn) that the paper was 

delivered and he placed it in the box himself. Thoburn 

did not understand why Williams even brought up the issue 

in the f irst place because the matter was presumably taken 

care of. 36 

The conflict fi n ally reached a ridicul ous point 

and those involved began to work less constructively on 

matters which might highly benefit the Historical Society . 

Early in March of 1931 , WKY Radio issued an invitation 

for Thoburn to appear 110n the air" to make three weekly , 

fifteen -minute presentations for an indefinite period of 

time . Those presentations, consisting of interesting aspects 
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of state history , were to be part of the entertainment pro-

gram , and designed to p r omote Oklahoma. I t was also an 

opportunity to publicize t he Oklahoma Historical Society . 

In a letter to Judge Harry Campbell on March 10 , 1931 , Thoburn 

assured him that the broadcast we r e to be of no expense to 

the organization and he intended to make his "contributions 

accordingly and , at the same time, to advertise the Society 

and its work in a modest, unobstructive way . " 37 

Williams wrote to Thoburn regarding the broadcasts 

o n March 9, 1931 , saying that he was in favor of the project 

"with the understanding it is not to cost the Oklahoma 

Historical Soc i ety anyt hing." He then added that other 

officrs of the Society , in addi tion to Thoburn, s hould also 

be involved in at least one broadcast . Included in his 

proposed agenda were Chalres Colcord , Thomas H. Doyle , Czarina 

Conlan, Dan Peery, Judge Ledbetter, Har ry Campbell , Mrs. Frank 

Korn, E . E. Dale, and, interestingly enough , Muriel Wright. 

Williams also mentioned "Mr. Grant Foreman , whose r ecent 

books have made him an international figu re in history. " 

It was his bel i ef that the v arious officers of the society 

could cover different aspects of the institution and "reach 

a special part of the public . " It was also his intent ion 

to make sure that Thoburn did not receive the full attention 

f h . t . 1 . t. t t. 38 
and credit in the name o the is or1ca ins 1 u ion . 

In addition to the change of format , Wil liams stated 

that "nothing should be done in accepting the proposition 
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until we have a regular meeting of the Board of Directors 

in April . " He immediately sent letters to other board mem­

bers and on March 13, 1931, Mrs . Korn sent her reply , which 

was favorable to the original request that Thoburn handle 

the broadcasts . She felt that it was "a great opportunity 

to give publicity to what has been done and what the society 

is doing--and felt him equal to the occasion of presenting 

the facts . " In no uncertain words, she stated , "I take 

the position that this is no affair of the Board of Directors 

and I ' m hands off the proposition." Mrs . Korn then added that 

the invitation was to Thoburn and not the directors , and 

"J . B. Thoburn and Dr. E. E . Dale were leading historians 

of the state--so I certainly am not going to oppose the 

editors in their choice." Thoburn wrote to Judge Williams 

on March 14, saying that he was willing to wait until the 

quarterly meeting, but the final decision "will rest with 

the station management. 1139 

The management of WKY did settle the issue on March 24 , 

1931, in a letter to President Colcord. William Gillespie, 

the production manager, expressed full confidence in Thoburn ' s 

ability to speak on Oklahoma ' s history and that other offi­

cers of the society "were almost unanimous in their expres­

sion of appreciation and advised that Mr. Thoburn accept 

this offer." Gillespie further stated that "it would be 

very unsatisfactory to the management of WKY to have twenty 

people trying to handle these three periods each week . " 
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He then expressed the stat i on ' s view that "unless the ori­

ginal agreement with Mr. Thoburn is carr ied out , we have 

no other recourse than to withdraw the invitation . " Colcord 

wrote to Gillespie the fol l owing day saying , "I do not think 

you need await action of the Board of Di r ectors, but when­

ever you can get Mr . Thoburn to agree to begin in his series 

of talks , it will be very agreeable with us . " Thoburn did 

agree to do the broadcasts but with that victory over 

Williams, the conflict had reached its limit and something 

or someone had to give . 40 

Early in 1931, Thoburn attempted to pack the annual 

meeting with his supporters in order to revise the constitu­

tion and thus reduce the boards power because as he declared, 

a "virtual dictatorship" existed . Thoburn continued that 

one member tried "to dominate" and he was "intolerant of 

all opposition . " As early as 1927, he had written to 

J . F. Weaver that the "hell-raising" in the Historical 

Society had i ncreased "largely because of the captiousness 

of Bob Wi ll iams." The key to his plan was speculation as 

to what Williams might do, and the "involvement of a large 

delegation of newspape rmen who we r e to be present at the 

annual meeting of January 29 , 1931. 
1141 

That plan (as outlined to N. A. Nichols of the 

Oklahoma Press Association) rested on the belief that 

Williams , who was chairman of the committee to revise the 

constitution and by-laws , was not going to call his committee 
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together. When he arrived at the annual meeting , there 

would be no committee report to make, therefore being placed 

in an awkward position when questioned by various members 

of the press . With that accomplished, and the newspapermen 

actually taking over , a succession of motions regarding 

a number of changes in the constitution were to be made , 

thus dissolving Williams' committee and appointing a new 

42 
one to take its place. 

Thoburn ' s plan was commendable and, in light of 

Williams' recent actions regarding the placement of the 

Tulsa World in the cornerstone , and the WKY Radio issue , 

the press was the logical force to use. It should also 

be remembered that Nichols (as president of the Press 

Association in 1930) made several strong statements regard­

ing the ruling class of the Board of Directors . The plan 

failed because Wil liams did call a committee meeting just 

before the annual session resulting in several constitutional 

changes, but the composition of the board remained intact. 

Thoburn took a gamble and lost because Williams was too 

f d 1 t . 43 
strong to be de eate o n mere specu a ion. 

Williams had a plan of his own regardin g Thoburn's 

status with the Historical Society a nd it appeared during 

the Board of Directors meeting of January 23, 1930. With 

Thoburn not in attendance , Wi lliams made a motion to change 

his posi. tion from Curator to Director o f Research in Ethnology 

and Archaeology, and "at the same salary as he is now 
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receiving , " therefore placi ng Thoburn in a non-essential 

job. The motion was approved . A year later however , "seven 

of the directors of the Historical Society" prepared a bill 

to be placed before the legislature to slightly change 

Thoburn ' s status to overall Director of Research for the 

historical institution . Williams was obviously alarmed 

at the proposal and, determined to have Thoburn removed 

from the Society , he wrote to Tom Anglin at the State Senate 

on February 21, 1931. In his letter, Williams firmly stated 

that the change was not a good idea because "Thoburn would 

be put over research in the Historical Society and he don ' t 

function . " He continued with repeated attacks on Thoburn ' s 

work and strongly advised that the proposal be dropped.
44 

On April 23, 1931, the feud came to an abrupt end 

when Governor William H. Murray placed a line-item veto 

on the appropriation for Thoburn ' s position . Listed among 

the 1931 appropriat i ons for the Oklahoma Historical Society 

were these words , " Research Dire ctor in Ethnology and 

Archaeology (Items for both years v e toe d and disapproved 

Wm. H. Murray)." The Oklahoma City Times, April 23, 1931 , 

ran an article on Thoburn ' s dismissal which mentioned the 

governor ' s action "as an after-thought to the d e partmental 

bill." Whe n asked if it was Thoburn , Murray r e plie d , "I 

don ' t know who it is. I don ' t care about the p e r s on , I 

want to save the unnecessary jobs." Thoburn comme nted that 

the bill listed a position which did not exist but "suppos edly 
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it is my job." Several directors of the Society blamed 

the veto on the "animosity between Thoburn and Judge R. L. 

Williams, former governor and Murray friend. 1145 

Make no mistake, Joseph Thoburn was never fired from 

the Oklahoma Historical Society. His position was simply 

dissolved . He devoted nearly thirty years of his life to 

the advancement of the institution only to be cast aside 

through the political intrigue of Will i ams and Murray . On 

April 25, 1931, the Daily Oklahoman commented that Thoburn 

was a "directing genius , " whose service to the society "will 

be felt for many years." It also mentioned that Thoburn ' s 

wife died within twenty-four hours of his dismissal. The 

El Reno American for April 30, 1931, ran an editorial which 

blasted the directors as being a "small clique" who worked 

toward Thoburn's removal, and that they "make it not only 

a political society, but also an organization with which 

political debts can be paid." It continued that "To turn 

him loose at the age of 65 years after his remarkable ser-

vice to Oklahoma," was a very unfortunate mistake. Ironi-

cally, Thoburn was inducted into the Oklahoma Hall of Fame 

46 
on November 16 , 1931 . 

Sentiments aside, Thoburn helped to create many of 

his own problems while associated with the historical society 

and was involved in conflicts with several individuals . His 

comments about Campbell's "Hister i a " were both cold and 

unjustified in light of the custodian's instrumental role 
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in the development of the organization . Because of his 

personal feeling toward the University of Oklahoma , he made 

several remarks about Buchanan and Dale which were tactless 

and incorrect . Thoburn also became involved in professional 

rivalries with Dale and Foreman , which was nothing more than 

a contest to see who was the true h i storian of Oklahoma , and 

they were all talented in that field . He maintained a good 

working r elat io nship with Mur iel Wright (who lear ned much 

from Thoburn) , but allowed the academic degrees of Foreman 

and Dale to affect his better judgement. The conflict with 

Williams was the result of an unfortunate clash between 

strong wills . 

On the other hand , Thoburn was ahead of his time in 

the fields of historical and archaeological work in Oklahoma. 

He was strong in his opinions but gentle in his relationship 

with many of the people he came in contact with . His 

devotion was steadfast, therefore putting his full attention 

into any project with which he became involved . While at 

the University of Oklahoma (1913-1917) , Thoburn made 

archaeological field trips throughout Oklahoma and surround­

ing states , thus exploring ancient mounds a nd cave dwell­

ings . He continued that work after his employment with 

the Historical Society in 1917 and supervised expeditions 

into the "Cave-Dwe ller" cultures in the northwestern and 

northeastern parts of the state as well as the " Mound­

Builder" cultures of several counties . He left a lasting 
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legacy in the better understanding of Oklahoma ' s pre­

history because he actively researched into five primitive 

cultures. 47 

In the field of history , Dr. Thoburn (he received 

the honorary degree of Doctor of Letters in 1931 from 

Oklahoma City University) maintained a life-long devotion to 

the study of Oklahoma ' s past . He wrote the first textbook 

on Oklahoma history in 1908 , then in 1914 he revised that 

work (with S. M. Barrett as co-author ) to be called 

Oklahoma History and Government. Other books written by 

Thoburn included A Standard History of Oklahoma (five vol-

umes) in 1916 and the four-volume Oklahoma : A History of 

the State and Its People with Muriel Wright in 1929 . In 

1930, he completed History of the Oklahoma Press and the 

Okl h P A . t' 48 a oma ress ssocia ion. 

Thoburn was also a pioneer in the life of the Oklahoma 

Historical Society and his active involvement spanned those 

years spent at the Carnegie Library, State Capitol, and the 

brief period in the Temple. In January of 1932, he returned 

to the Society as a director and remained active in the in­

stitution until his death in 1941. He believed in the 

fundamental purposes behind the society and worked diligent ­

ly to make it better, therefore he was similar to Williams 

in that respect. Elmer Fraker, who became Administrative 

Secretary to the society in 1955, developed a lasting re­

spect for Thoburn, calling him a " splended man" who was 
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"close to the people" and possessed a special sense of 

"humanity. 1149 

Robert L. Williams was a builder and he used relent­

less energy, determination and power in the achievement of 

his goals. He was the motivating force behind the develop­

ment of the Chronicles and fought for a decade to secure a 

permanent building for the Historical Society. During his 

public life as governor, judge, director and president of 

the Society, Williams inevitably made many enemies, but he 

also gained much respect, even from those he came into 

conflict with. Charles Evans, who came to blows with him 

over his elect ion to the position of Execut ive Secretary 

to the Society in 1944 wrote that "the Judge had the power 

of calling the Board together and when he wished." They 

later became friends . Joseph Thoburn even commented on 

Campbell and Williams, respectively , that "we must ever 

stand in respect to the memory of the one who dreamed a 

worthy dream and to the worth and will of the other who has 

insisted on building that dream into a splendid achieve­

ment.1150 

With the r emoval of Thoburn from employment with the 

Historical Society, another talented and enduring historian 

was beginning the first of many years of distinguished 

service on the Board of Directors. Edward Everett Dale , 

the natural historian, served in 1921 as associate editor 

of the Chronicles and was elected as a director in May o f 
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1930, to fill the vacant seat of James s. Buchanan , who 

died in March of that year. Dale was a master in the 

field of history because he spoke and wrote about the 

western li fe which he knew and respected, therefore easily 

transmitting those ideas to others. A true legacy of the 

West, he wrot e with unequaled authority. His dissertation , 

"A History of the Range Cattle Industry in Oklahoma , " was 

completed at Harvard University under the direction of 

Frederick Jackson Turner, who made a major impact on both 

his personal and professional life. Dale brilliantly inter­

wove many of Turner's ideas on the value of the American 

frontier with his own personal experiences on the range , 

thus blending a concept with a way of life. 51 

Dr. Dale ' s written contributions to Western his­

toriography included numerous books and articles on the 

history of Oklahoma and the frontiers of the Indian and the 

West . In 1928 he published The Problems of Indi a n 

Administration, which resulted f r om his work as a member 

of the Meriam Survey for the Department of the Interior. 

That book cover ed the economic conditions of the Indians . 

Concentrating on the r el ationship between various tribes 

of the southwest with the Federal Government , he completed 

The Indians of the Southwest: A Century of Development Under 

the United States in 1949 . Probably his greatest books were 

The Range Cattle Industry (1930) and Cow Country (1942), which 

were definitive works on that aspect of the American West. 
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Dale was certainly a "top hand" in his profession . 52 

As a teacher , Dale touched generations of aspiring 

young historians, forming lasting impressions on their 

lives . To him, 11 histor ical events were not abstractions , 

but human motives in action. He not only gave his regular 

courses from that perspective, but he introduced innovative 

ones . " His concept of history was built around a single 

word : "Progress." As a man, he was an inspiration to those 

who knew him and; t hough a "stern taskmaker as far as his 

own labor was concerned, he was never too busy to help 

others . " Another quality which was one of his most endur­

ing traits "was that he never took himself too seriously , " 

therefore possessing a very good sense of humor .
53 

It was only natural that Dr. Dale became such a 

dedicated officer of the Oklahoma Historical Society. A 

firm believer in its goals , h e put his professional skills 

to work , always striving to make the institution more rep­

resentative of the varied history of the state . Though he 

served only a brief period of time as associate editor to 

the Chronicles , Dale served four decades on the Publications 

Committee of the Board of Directors and h e contributed a 

multitude of articles . When the Chronicles celebrated its 

golden anniversary in 1971, the article "The Spirit of 

Sooner Land" (which he wrot e for the volume one , number 

three edition in June of 1923) was reprinted as a tribute 

to his many years of service to the growth of the journai .
54 
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He served the institution as he served his profession , thus 

representing the best qual ities of both . 

The Oklahoma Historical Society , despite the unfor­

tunate incidents of 1930 and 1931, enjoyed a period of sub­

stantial growth and achievement during those initial years 

in the new building. That it not to imply that underlying 

problems did not exist , but the directors, officers and 

staff channeled their energies toward more produ ctive goals 

than in the recent past . An area of outstanding efforts for 

the institution was the work financed by the Works Progress 

Administration in the 1930 1 s , thus receiving the benefits 

of a national Recovery program. Nat i onal acclaim came to 

the Historical Society when the inestimable records of the 

Five Civilized Tribes of Indians arrived in 1934. 

William P . Campbell had mentioned t he efforts to 

obtain a portions of those records in h is report for 1907 

and 1908 . In April of 1906, Congress had specified that 

"all records of the Five Civilized Tribes on hand at final 

dissolution" must be turned over to the Department of the 

Interior as required by law . Campbell stated , "only s u ch 

records as shall be on hand at time of final dissolution 

of tribal governme nt s" be transferred. He further stated , 

"and the fact that dissolution of those governme nts has 

been indefinitely postponed makes it possible to secure at 

least an essent ial portion of these records" in the archives 

of Oklahoma . A law was approved on April 24 , 1908, which 
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authorized the transfer of "Seals , Records and Other Papers 

and Documents to the Oklahoma Historical Society in certain 

cases, and Declaring an Emergency . " With the provision of 

that law, the society was in a position to preserve the pub­

lic records of th e state, therefore making it custodian of 

th bl . h. 55 e pu ic arc ives . 

In order to keep "vigilance" over congressional ac­

tions regarding those records, letters were sent to Oklahoma's 

congressmen and senators in 1908. On March 23, 1910 , a 

letter to Robert L. Owen in Washington, D . C. disclosed the 

Historical Society ' s intentions. It stated that the "digest" 

of those records could be placed in the Society, "with the 

stipulation that the custodian cautiously and safely guard 

the records and hold them subject to order of t h e Secretary 

of the Interior after completion of such digest." The ma­

jor objective was to instigate a "special bill or resolu­

tion" by Congress, to enhance the cooperation between the 

historical insti tution and the Interior Secretary . For the 

next twenty-four years however , the records remained in 

56 
storage at Muskogee. 

As previously discussed, the major push to secure 

the tribal records began in the mid-1920's through the con­

centrated effort s of Grant Foreman and Robert L. Williams . 

Foreman presented his resolution before the board in 

February of 1927, "that the necessary steps be taken to 

ascertain what part of said documents be removed to the 
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archives of the Oklahoma Historical Society at such time 

as they will be no longer necessary to government admin­

istration of Indian affairs . " The board approved the 

resolution but negotiations with the federal government 

became entangled. Legislative appropriation of funds for 

the fire - proof historical building enhanced the possibilities 

and steps were taken to employ a copist to work with the re­

cords which were boxed in the federal building at Muskogee . 

A meeting of the society board was held on August 1 , 

1929 , and Williams made a motion that Mrs. Rella Watts be 

employed to catalog the materials at Muskogee , beginning 

in September of that year. He also moved that Foreman 

supervise the project . Steps were then take n to supply 

the necessary items (including steel filing c ases) to be 

used in the work. On September 9, 1929, Watts and Foreman 

began the task of examining the mat erials and arranging them 

into a manageable order. The Che rokee records we r e the 

f irst to be organized and they we re arrange d according to 

major sub-divisions. Alphabeti c al subj ect headings in­

cluded Advocate (newspaper), Bu i ldings , Elections , Federal 

Regulations, Minerals, Probate Attorne ys, Railroad s , Re li­

gions, Townsites , and Tribal Records . The Ch e rokee papers 

alone covered 3,500 cards f or the same numbe r o f manu­

script s. Records for the other tr i bes (especially the 

. 58 
Creek papers) we re even more extens ive . 

Williams wrote to Dan Pee r y , Se cretary of t he 
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Historical Society , in November of 1930 , mentioning the 

necessity of moving the tribal records to Oklahoma City as 

quickly as possible . He also stated , "we should make ap­

plication at an early date for the transfer as soon as we 

get i n our building." Continuing his remarks , Williams 

disclosed that it was essential that an appropriation of at 

least $1,500.00 "for each of the two years i n the next 

biennium when we make that showing to the Commissioner of 

Indian Affairs . " He concluded by saying he was "reasonably 

sure" that there would be no difficulties in transferring 

the manuscripts because of the Commissioner ' s assurances . 59 

Regardless of the impatience of Robert L. Williams , 

and despi te support from the Indian Commissioner , the work 

at Muskogee was difficult and slow, and there was no 

definite approval from Washington . The documents relating 

to the Five Civ i lized Tribes constituted not only material 

on federal regulations and policy, but records on the 

governing bodies , courts and tribal officers of the individ­

ual Indian nations. Their historical significance was 

monumental , thus extreme patience and care were applied in 

the handling and classification of the records. The work 

at Muskogee was to last for a period of five years before 

the actual transfer was made in 1934 . 

A curious incident occurred on May 3 , 1932 when 

the Daily Oklahoman ran an article titled , "Solons Boost 

Museum Plan . " The article mentione d the efforts of Senator 
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El mer Thomas and Representative F. B . Swank to e r ect an 

I ndian mu seum on t h e campus of the University of Oklahoma . 

The p l an called for a school a nd a center "where all kinds 

of Indian relics and records could be gathered both to 

preserve them and to serve in the teaching of Ind i an his­

tory." They proposed that the fe deral government build the 

$100 , 000 structure with the state of Oklahoma donating the 

land, furnishing the center , and maintaini n g it.
60 

Williams was obviously more than a l i ttle concerned 

with this development and no later than May 4 , 1932, he sent 

a lengthy letter to J. Henry Scatter good , the Assistant 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs . Beginning the letter with 

a typed copy of the Oklahoman article, he immediately voiced 

his opinion. Remindi ng the commissioner that the "State 

of Oklahoma has erected a f i re-proof buildin g , " h e commented 

that the fourth floor was "set apart fo r museum purposes in 

four compartments , two compartments of which are used ex­

clusively as an Indian museum. 11 He then stated that the 

United States Indian School I nspector had an office in 

the historical building with an appropriate sign on his 

door. 61 

Continuing those remarks, Williams stated, "To 

carry out the plan for this building on the University 

gr ounds would be merely a duplication of effort and ex­

pense , " and "I do not have any idea that during this de­

pression that an appropriation for this purpose would be 
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made . " He pointed out that the historical building was well 

equipped and plans called for the gathering of photostat 

reprodu ctions of h i storical records "without cost to other 

historical societies in the state . " Mentioning the acces­

sibility of several state colleges a nd universities to the 

"Indian population , " Williams felt that "reciprocal rela­

tions between the Historical Soci ety a nd those various 

colleges" should be maintained . The Society was in a position 

to make photostat copies of primary records, then return-

ing the originals to the institution that supplied them . 62 

That i ncident subsided and the Historical Society 

was destined to receive not only the records of the Five 

Civilized Tribes, but those relating to other Oklahoma 

tribes as well. On September 23 , 1932, Williams wrote to 

Scattergood in regard to the records at Anadarko, Concho , 

Miami , Pawnee , Pawhuska, and Shawnee. He was referring to 

a letter from Martha Buntin , the daughter of a former 

Indian agent , which expressed concern over the trusteeship 

of the documents. Those documents related to the Sac and 

Fox, Kiowa, Comanche , Cheyenne and Arapaho tribes as well 

as "nine packing cases of the Shawnee papers . " Williams 

did not wish to take any action on the matter without per­

mission from Scattergood so he suggested that a letter 

from Washington might appropriately handle the situation. 

He was being careful not to cause complications with the 

63 
I nterior Department in regard to the papers . 
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Foreman reported in March 1933 on the progress being 

made at Muskogee and on the effor ts to obtain various tri­

bal records from the western part of Oklahoma. A motion 

was made at the board meeting of the society on January 28 , 

1932, that Miss Buntin work with those documents relating 

to the western tribes . The records were located in four 

agencies and they were in a relat i vely poor condition as 

the result of long-term neglect . In February of 1933 , 

Superintendent Charles Eggers of the Shawnee and Sac and 

Fox Agency wrote to Foreman that the old files were in 

boxes and with the proper authority , the papers should be 

placed in the Historical Society. Superintendent W. B. 

Mccowan, who was in charge of the Kiowa files at Anadarko , 

reported in February of 1933 that he was under the impres­

sion that a bill was to be brought befo re Congress autho­

rizing the files of various agencies to be deposited in 

the Historical Society archives. The story was the same for 

all documents pertaining to the tribes of t h e western part 

of the state which, through continuous neglect , were in 

serious danger of being lost. The various agency super­

intendents were almost issuing pleas for the Historical 

Society to incorporate those records in the archives, thus 

64 
preserving them before loss occurred. 

Williams wrot e to Senator Elmer Thomas on March 2, 

1934 , regarding a bill which passed the House of Representa­

tives the previous February. The bill was int r oduced by 
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Congressman William Hastings of Oklahoma and it p r ovided 

for the transfer of tribal records from throughout the 

state to the Oklahoma Historical Society . The Society was 

to act as custodian of the records "under r u les and regula­

tions to be promulgated by the Secretary of Interior . " I t 

also provided that those records be returned to a designated 

official of the gover nment upon the request of the Secretary 

of Interior. The bill, which was "intr oduced at the re­

quest of the Oklahoma Historical Society , " was prepared 

for introduction in the Senate. Williams expressed his 

concern that the matter be settled during the congress i onal 

session , therefore making one last appeal to the Senator . 65 

The year of 1934 was significant in the policies 

between the feder al government and Indian relations , with 

several major acts being passed in Congress. In April , 1934 , 

the Johnson-O ' Malley Act helped establish better communica­

tion between the authorities of state and local schools i n 

Indian education. The Indian Reorganization Act , or 

Wheeler- Howard Act, of June 18, 1934 , changed Federal 

policy on individual Indian land allotments and permitted 

renewal of tribalism. Prior to the passage of that bill , 

Congressman Hastings (Oklahoma) debated the faults in the 

Wheeler-Howard bill, in regard to the ''self-government 

features" and its affect on the Five Civilized Tribes of 

Oklahoma. There were a number of acts that year , but the 

one that concerned the Oklahoma Historical Society came 
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On March 27, 1934, Congress authorized the Secretary 

of the Interior "to place with the Oklahoma Historical 

Society of the State of Ok1ahoma any records of the Five 

Civilized Tribes, including the Cherokees, Creeks, Choctaws, 

Chickasaws , and Seminoles." It also made provision for 

similar transfer of records for the "Wichita, Kiowa, 

Comanche, Caddo and Apache Indians" from the Anadarko 

agency, as well as the Cheyenne and Arapaho tribal papers 

from Concho, and the records of the "Sac and Fox , Pottawatomie, 

Kickapoo and Iowa" tribes at Shawnee and the "Wyandotte , 

Seneca, Quapaw, Peoria, Modoc and Miami" records at Mi ami . 

Other agency records designated for transfer included those 

for the "Tonkawa, Ponca , Pawnee , Otoe and Kaw Indians" at 

Pawnee, then the Osage documents from Pawhuska. 67 

The Historical Society was to act as custodian of 

these documents, therefore representing the United States 

and the Secretary of Interior. It was to follow the "rules 

and regulations" as stipulated by the Secretary. Copies of 

those records could be made by the Society then certified 

by the "Secretary or Chief Clerk" of the Historical Society 

with its official seal. The institutional secretary or 

clerk was in fact acting as an agent of the federal govern­

ment and the copies carried the "same force and effect as 

if made by the Secretary of the Interior . " The act also 

stipulated that the records were to be "promptly returned" 



148 

to the designated official of the Interior Secretary when 
68 requested. 

In addition to the Oklahoma tribal records , Foreman 

traveled to Jackson , Mississippi; Montgomery , Alabama; and 

Washington , D.C. to collect papers and documents from those 

archives. The J . F. H. Claiborne and George S . Gaines 

Papers were copied in the Mississippi State Depar tment o f 

Archives . Materials relating to the Creek Indians before 

their removal (348 pages) were copied from the Alabama 

Department of Archives and History. While in Washington, 

papers pertaining to the early military history, as well as 

other early historical materials of Oklahoma (196 pages) 

were obtained from the Adjutant General ' s office in the Old 

Records Division. He also compiled records on early 

Oklahoma post offices as well as papers on the "Indians 

who served in the Confederate Army," while in Washington. 69 

Foreman was also requested to make copies from 

Indian office documents, which included manuscript corre­

spondence between tribal representatives and officials of 

the military and t he federal governme nt . That correspon­

dence related to tribal administration in Indian Territory. 

He also gathered material on various s urveys among the 

tribes in t he eastern part of Oklahoma during the 1830 's . 

That material was also gathered while in Washington, D.c.
70 

The manuscripts from Mississippi, Alabama, and the 

nation's capitol were assembled during the late 1920's and, 
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with the tribal records from throughout Oklahoma , consti­

tuted a major addition to the resources of the Historical 

Society. Manuscripts from the Federal Building at Muskogee 

alone contained approximately 150 , 000 papers and documents. 

Of those, the Cherokee material covered 524 bound volumes ; 

Choctaw, approximately 204 volumes; Chickasaw, 46 volumes; 

and 56 volumes on the Creeks. Those , coupled with the 

records from the Western tribes weighed approximately ten 

tons, which were delivered to the Society. In 1934 , the 

Indian documents, newspapers and various museum relics 

represented years of forsight and constant work which made 

the Oklahoma Historical Society a prestigious leader in 

th d t t . f th t. ' b . . 1 h · t 71 e ocumen a ion o e na ions a origina eri age. 

During the annual meeting of the Historical Society 

on April 19, 1934 , appreciation was extended to Congressman 

William Hastings for introducing the Indian manuscripts 

transfer bill. The Secretary of t~e Interior and the 

Commissioner of Indi an Affairs were then recognized for 

their efforts in behalf of the bill which placed the 

tribal records in the custody of the Society. Thanks was 

also extended to Congress for passage of the measure . A 

reso lution prepared by Grant Foreman (who was not in atten­

dance), called on the Society "to aid in the location and 

preservation" of historic sites in Oklahoma . It was men-

tioned that prompt action was necessary to save the home 

of Sequoyah and the "venerable structures forming part of 
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the old Fort Gibson." 72 

The directors decided that a room on the southeast 

second floor of the building should be set aside for storage 

of the Indian records, which were in the process of being 

transferred to Oklahoma City. During the meeting for 

October, 1934, Foreman introduced a resolution concerning 

those records that placed Rella Watts in charge of their 

supervision and care, therefore making the Archives her 

primary responsibility. Representatives from the Society 

were to begin an effort to secure federal funds to be used 

in the restoration of the stockade at Fort Gibson. The 

board then discussed arrangements for the transfer of the 

Neosho Agency records. Other items of business which re­

lated to the Historical Society in 1934 included the trans­

fer of records from both the Highway Department and State 

Capitol to the Historical Building. On December 10, 1934, 

the Historical Society lost one of its strongest leaders 

with the death of Charles F. Colcord.
73 

In January of 1935, Judge Thomas H. Doyle was elected 

President of the Oklahoma Historical Society. He was born 

in Massachusetts in December of 1862 , the son of immigrants 

from Ireland. Doyle later moved to Kansas where h e even­

tually studied law, being admitted to the bar in 1893. 

Then moving to Oklahoma Territory, he aided in the estab­

lishment of the town of Perry and became a partner in the 

law firm of Stone and Doyle, then the firm of Doyle and 



151 

Barrett. In 1897, he was a representative in the terri-

torial legislature , later to become Speaker Pro Tempore and 

the Judiciary Committee chairman . While in the legisla­

ture, Doyle became a champion in the fight for s ingle 

statehood and he stated his case in Washington . Fo l lowing 

statehood , Governor Charles N. Haskell appointed Doyle to 

the Oklahoma Court of Criminal Appeals . 7 4 

Law was the major force in Doyle ' s life , but h e also 

was active in various organizations including the Oklahoma 

Historical Soc i ety. With a deep interest in the history of 

Oklahoma, he served the historical institution for many 

years , therefore assisting in its growth . Elected to the 

Board o f Directors in January of 1917, he was an instrument­

al force behind the effort to secure the historical build­

ing, serving on that committee. Doyle was serving as 

Vice-President of the Society at the time of Colcord ' s 

death and he was President from January 1935 to January , 

1938 when he became President Emeritus .
75 

Another of the distinguished members of the Society ' s 

Board of Directors during that period was Emma Esti ll­

Harbour . Born in 1884, she grew up with Oklahoma and 

dedicated herself early to the pursuit of an education. 

After receiving her Bachelor ' s degree from the Oklahoma 

Co l lege for Wome n, Harbour became a member of the staff at 

Central State Teachers College in 1912 , serving at the in-

stitution for forty years . In 1933, she earned her 
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Doctorate at the University of Oklahoma . Harbour belonged 

to a number of organizations , including the American 

Association of University Women , the Oklahoma Education 

Association, the Mississippi Valley Historical Society, and 

the Oklahoma Writers. 76 

In 1924 Dr . Harbour was honorary secretary of the 

Democratic National Convention and was later appointed to 

the National Commission for Better Homes by President 

Herbert Hoover . Oklahoma honored her in 1935 when she was 

inducted into the Oklahoma Hall of Fame. Her service to 

the Historical Society was long and distinguished, serving 

on the Board of Directors from 1921 to 1967 . She also 

contributed a number of articles to the Chronicles of 

Oklahoma . Dr . Harbour has the distinction of being the 

only female president of the Historical Society , serving 

in that capacity from 1948 until 1950.
77 

The Oklahoma Historical Society in the mid-1930's 

was enjoying one of the finest periods in its first half­

century of existence, with a permanent building, the hous­

ing of the valuable Indian manuscripts and a board which 

appeared to b e working together for the fi rst time in a 

number of years . Added to that were the books, non-Indian 

collections, museum items and the tremendous newspaper 

holdings which were incorporated into the institution 

throughout the years . Still, the Society was operatin g 

under perennial hardships--insufficient funding and the 
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lack of adequate staffing to complete the required work . 

Appropriations for the fiscal year ending June 30 , 1936 , 

totalled $27 , 200 . 00 which was to increase to $27 , 600.00 by 

June of 1937 . Regarding the staff shortage , each depart­

ment experienced a backlog of unfinished work . 7 8 

Financial problems were normal and those connected 

with the institution had to live with that fact, but the 

labor shortage was somewhat reduced with the aid of the 

Works Progress Administration . When Franklin Roosevelt 

became president in 1933, the nation was struggling in a 

severe economic depression , accompanied by widespread un­

employment. Under the W. P.A., the President endeavored 

to secure jobs for the unemployed through federally-

funded projects for both the blue and white collar workers. 

A major contribution of that program was the utilization of 

human resources to provide needed employment for workers to 

attend to worthwhile projects. In that regard, the 

Historical Society and the workers enjoyed the mutual 

benefits of the program.
79 

Indian artistic expression was added to the 

Historical building in 1934 when the main hall of the 

fourth floor museum was adorned with Kiowa murals . Monroe 

Tsatoke (Tsa-To-Ke) and Spencer Asah of the Kiowa tribe 

were named to do the art work (Public Works of Art) pro­

gram , funded by the Civilian Works Administration . The 

first of the murals was begun by Tsatoke , as he sketched , 
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then painted a Kiowa tribesman in the pose of a war dance . 

In all , there were eight Indian figures painted (six by 

Tsatoke and two by Asah), represe ntations of the Kiowa , 

Cheyenne, Comanche , Osage , Choctaw and Secotan tribes. 

Tsa-To-Ke also painted two war shields . A painting titled 

"Indian Friendship" by James Auchiah was presented to the 

Society in 1934. 80 

James Auchiah , Monroe Tsatoke , and Spencer Asah 

were members of a group of Indian artsits who attended the 

University of Oklahoma, and were encouraged to paint in 

their native style by Professor Oscar Jacobson. The other 

Kiowa artists were Jack Hokeah, Stephen Mopope , and Lois 

Smoky (who left the group in 1930). During the 1930 ' s , 

the remaining artists became nationally and internationally 

known as the "Kiowa Five" and they did much to st imulate 

interest in traditional Indian art. Under Roosevelt's 

administration, and beginning in 1933 , the W.P.A. program 

was developed to provide employment fo r artists. The Kiowa 

Five were involved in the program and many post offices 

and other public buildings were adorned with their artistic 

. t. 81 compos1 ions. 

In November of 1935, the Oklahoma Historical 

Society sponsored a white-collar program of the W.P . A. 

Included in the various institutional projects was the 

cataloguing and indexing of 15 , 000 newspaper volumes, the 

arrangement and classification of 350,000 archival 
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manuscripts, and "cataloguing and indexing books and other 

material in the library. " Another project included the 

copying of Indian records at Muskogee , as well as other 

indexing projects in that city . The federal government 

supplied $24,000 for workers, while the Historical Society 

furnished $1,892 for supplies. Grant Foreman was director 

for both the Oklahoma City and Muskogee programs . 82 

The Oklahoma City headquarters of this particular 

project was located in the historical building with a 

"directing committee" o f five members, who were in charge 

of fifty workers . Among the latter were ten typists ; thirty 

people as ''reade rs and classifiers;" and ten people to work 

in the library. The workers were limited to not more than 

128 monthly hours, constituting a weekly schedule of "five 

six-hour days. " Though the institutional projects ( news­

papers, library and archival work) were included in the 

original format, the program soon broadened beyond t he con­

fines of the historical building. Two major projects were 

the Indian-Pioneer histories and those dealing with historic 

· t 83 s1 es . 

In December of 1936, (due mainly to the foresigh t of 

E . E . Dale and Grant Foreman), a jointly sponsored project 

of the University of Oklahoma and the Historical Society 

was developed to conduct personal interviews throughout 

the state. In Dale ' s words, "we organized a W.P.A. pro-

ject in which the Historical Society and the Department of 
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History placed a ' white collar worke r ' in virtually every 

county in the state." Those workers were " to call upon 

early settlers and get the story of the migration to 

Oklahoma and their early life here," and for the " Indians, 

whites , or Negroes born in Oklahoma , the interviewer was 

to get the account of the 'old timers ' story." As a whol e , 

the interviews were to constitute a wealth of personal re­

collection on Oklahoma ' s past, as told by those who actually 

. d . 84 experience it. 

Foreman was the director of the Indian-Pioneer pro­

ject and, operating from the Muskogee headquarters , an 

11editorial force" received the accounts from the field 

workers (approximately 100 people). As the interviews were 

collected, they were edited, typed, then placed in volumes 

eventually to be transferred to Norman and Oklahoma City . 

An important aspect to the success of the project was the 

cooperation b etween the University and the Society, there­

fore a key to that success was the professionalism of Dale 

and Foreman, who realized the historical significance of 

the memoirs. The Indian-Pioneer project ended in January 

of 1938, and the only apparent conflict occurred in October 

f
. . 85 

of 1937 over the issue of joint inancing . 

Dale sent a letter to Secretary of the Society J. W. 

Moffitt on October 22, 1937. He re-affi rme d the agreement 

that the Society and the Un iversity were "co-sponsors" of 

the Indian-Pioneer project and each was to "share equally 
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in the expense for materials" and "each shall receive copies 

of all materials collected and transcribed . " J. Stanly 

Clark, who succeeded Foreman as project director, wrote 

Dale to inform him that more financial assistance was needed 

from the University, therefore Dale sent $20.40. Clark 

then visited with Dale, noting that the Society contribut­

ed $149 .90 as of August 10 , 1937, and the project was ex­

pected to be completed the following January. Dale gave 

Clark a check for $20 .50, making the total University 

contribution at $40.90 , therefore the combined total from 

the two inst itutions was $190 . 80. A check for $54.50 was 

attached to the Moffitt letter, "which balances our account 

with the Oklahoma Historical Society," therefore "clearing 

up all points of issue" betwee n the institutions.
86 

The Indian-Pioneer Project, Number 131 (listed as 

S-1 49 under the Clerk's Certificate of July, 1937) of the 

W.P.A. ended on January 24, 1938.
87 

A total of 112 volumes 

had been compiled in duplicate sets, with one going to the 

library at the University of Oklahoma, and the other set 

. . 1 S . t 88 
to the archives of the Oklahoma Historica ocie y. Each 

volume contained 500 pages with approximately 100 inte rviews 

per volume. The project (lasting just over two years) pro­

duced over 45,000 typed pages from 11,000 interviews. 

Known as the "Indian-Pioneer Paper's" they represented the 

combined efforts of many people who captured recollections 
89 

of a passing era. They were memories on Oklahoma's past. 
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Another W.P.A. project which went beyond the con­

fines of the Historical Building was the restoration and 

preservation of historic sites in Oklahoma. Under normal 

circumstances, and without the physical and financial re­

sources adequate to engage in restoration work, a number of 

landmarks were left to deteri orate. The W.P.A. program 

provided the opportunity which enabled the Society to make 

needed improvements before the damage was irreversible. 

Restoration was completed on three major sites--the stockade 

at Fort Gibson, the Sequoyah home, and the Robert M. Jones 

Cemetery near Hugo. 

Foreman reported to the Board of Directors on June 17, 

1936, on the progress being made by the W.P.A. programs spon­

sored by the Society. Included were comments on the restora­

tion work at Fort Gibson, "with the funds so provided, and 

the project approved by W.P.A., the old Ammunition House 

has been reapired, 11 as well as the "Barracks Building." A 

"Stockade Commission" was established to erect a log struc­

ture, and it was scheduled for dedication on June 23 , 1936. 

The Sequoyah Home (cabin) was acquired by the "State of 

Oklahoma for the use and benefit of the Oklahoma Historical 

Society . " Located on ten acres of land , an amount of 

$10,000 was approved for the construction of a stone build-

ing to surround the cabin. 

1936. 90 

It was dedicated on June 12, 

During the Board of Directors meeting for October, 
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1937 , Robert L. Williams requested that a committee be 

formed to purchase, then place a copper plaque on the newly 

constructed wall of the Robert M. Jones Cemetery . Jones, 

who had been a member of t he Congress of the Confederate 

States of America, and became a distinguished leader of the 

Choctaw Indians, was buried with his family at Rose Hill. 

Williams felt the plaque should emphasize that the wall was 

a project of the W.P.A . and under the sponsorship of the 

Historical Society. The motion carried and he was author­

ized to secure the plaque through excess funds from the 

S h P . t 91 equoya roJec . 

Williams also reported on the Sequoyah Home, with 

its ten-acre park. He emphasized that several projects were 

still to be constructed, including a power house and water 

tower. In May of 1938, it was reported that the Sequoyah 

work was completed except for "landscaping and watering." 

Williams suggested that this be continued to the end of 

the summer in order to adequately complete the grounds ' 

beautification around the monument. He also reported that 

the Robert M. Jones Cemetery was complete , therefore repre­

senting "an enduring memorial to him, 11 as an outstanding 

92 
leader of his people. 

The various W.P.A . projects at the Historical 

Building were progressing well , but due to the amount o f 

work, the board continuously was being asked for exten-

sions beyond the original deadlines. In January of 1938 , 
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Foreman requested (and was granted) a six-month extension 

"as may be necessary after July 1 , 1938" to complete the 

indexing and cataloguing efforts. During the May , 1938 

board meeting, Williams recommended that the W.P.A. pro­

gram "functioning in connection with the Historical Society 

for the past two years" be extended (again because of the 

indexing and cataloguing projects). He then asked the 

board "to bind the Society in a sponsor's fund, not to ex­

ceed $750,000," to come from state or private sources, which 

was also approved by the directors. On January 26, 1939, 

Foreman requested the "continuation or renewal" of the 

W.P.A. programs, which were scheduled to end in April of 

that year. He further recommended that the president be 

authorized to use state or private funds to cont inue those 

. Th t. . d 93 
proJects. e mo ion carrie . 

In June of 1940, the president presented a resolution 

from the Kingfisher Chamber of Commerce, requesting that 

the fiftieth anniversary of the founding of the Oklahoma 

Historical Society be held in that city , "the place of 

its organization in 1893." Williams then read a report on 

the W.P.A. programs, saying that it "has functioned in 

cataloguing and indexing of newspapers and other periodicals, 

manuscripts, old letters, diaries, wills, etc." In October, 

1940, it was reported that a new contract regarding the 

W.P.A. extension had been prepared. During the annual 

meeting of May 1941, the President reported that the W.P . A. 
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program, which was sponsored by the Historical Society , 

had expired. He then mentioned that "certain restrictions" 

were imposed by Washington, that "would seriously handi­

cap the Society," therefore an application was to be made 

to the Oklahoma W.P.A. for modifications. 94 

On January 8, 1941, James W. Moffitt wrote Williams , 

informing him of the changes in the program, saying that 

the "W .P.A. seems to be stressing national defense." 

Williams then sent a letter to Senator Elmer Thomas on 

January 9, 1941, enclosing a memorandum that showed the 

work that the W.P.A. was performing in assembling national 

defense data. Thomas wrote to Williams on January 13, 1941, 

stating that, "It is now up to the discretion of the 

Directors of the W.P.A. in Oklahoma City, whether the pro­

ject will continue." The Society tried to gain as many 

benefits of the W.P.A. program as possible, and for as 

long as possible, but major changes were occurring that 

the institution could not work with. After December of 

1941, the county became involved in much larger issues and 

the W.P.A. was replaced by various programs in the war 

effort. 95 

The Oklahoma Historical Society benefitted tremen-

dously from the W.P.A. projects, with long-overdue work 

being accomplished. Projects such as the Indian-Pioneer 

histories and restoration of several historic sites were 

important not only to the Society, but the state of Oklahoma 
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as well . The Histor ical Recor ds Survey , which included 

the county arch ives inventories , was also of major value . 

Cataloguing and indexing of the newspaper collection , the 

biograph ical indexing in the library , a nd work with t h e 

archi val manuscrip ts r epresented a creditable advance for 

the h istorical institution. Though many people were in­

vol ved wi th the p r ogram , two i ndividuals deserv e special 

mention--William S . Key and Grant Foreman . 

William Shaffer Key was born in Dudl eyville , Alabama , 

in October , 1889 , coming to Oklahoma in 1911 . He began h i s 

mi litary career early and rose to the rank of Lieutenant 

Colonel during the First World War. During World War II , 

he became Major General of the 45th Division of the United 

States Army , later becoming Provost Marshal General of the 

U. S . Army i n Europe . He was awarded the Legion of Mer it in 

1943 . General Key also became an outstanding leader in 

civic affairs before and after the war, which included his 

years of service as a director of the Oklahoma Historical 

Society from February 1927 to 1958. He also served as the 

head of the Works Progress Administration for Oklahoma.
96 

Grant Foreman was a pioneer in the historiography 

on the American Indian . Born in Detroit , Illinois, on 

J une 3 , 1869, he graduated with a L.L . B. degree from the 

University of Michigan Law School in 1891 . Arr i ving in 

Indian Territory to work with the Dawes Commission, he 

developed an early interest in the history of the Five 
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Civilized Tribes. In July of 1905 , he married Carolyn 

Thomas, who shared in his later historical interests and 

became an accomplished writer in her own right. His 

interests in Indian history led to a career of diligent 

research and writing , and he produced a wealth of books 

and articles. Of his many books , Indians and P i oneers 

(1930) , Advancing the Frontier (1933) , The Five Civilized 

Tribes (1934) and Sequoyah (1938) were among his best. 

Perhaps the greatest work was Indian Removal: The Emigration 

of the Five Civilized Tribes of Indians, which was first 

published in 1932. Foreman was a pioneer in Indian stu dies 

(the Five Civilized Tribes) because he was actively re­

searching and writing at a time when not much work was be-

. d h t b. 97 
1ng one on ta su Ject. 

As a member of the Board of Directors of the Oklahoma 

Historical Society (beginning in February of 1924), Foreman 

was determined to build its historical resources and en-

hance the institution's reputation. He was a major force 

behind the movement for a historical building and he helped 

bring a multitude of manuscripts into its holdings. For eman ' s 

knowledge and insight into the value of the Indian records 

of Oklahoma and throughout the nation we re vital to the 

successful incorporation of those papers into the archives 

of the Society. As director of the various W.P.A . projects 

(including th e Indian-Pionee r h is t o r ies), h e was determi n e d 

to make the program a success . He also contributed his 
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writing skills to the pages of the Chronicles . 98 

Certainly the various W. P .A. projects constituted a 

crucial aspect to the activities of the Historical 

Society (1935-1941). During that same period of time , 

employees and officers were conducting business as usual. 

The W.P.A. workers were performing their tasks while the 

institutional body was busy carrying on normal activities 

of managing the institution. There were aspects besides 

the W. P.A. projects. 

On the direct level , Dan W. Peery succeeded J. Y. 

Bryce as Secretary (the old Custodian position) in 1930 and 

held that position until 1936. The title changed from 

Secretary to Executive Secretary in that year, and James 

W. Moffitt held that position from 1936 to 1944. The 

title was changed to Administrative Secretary, then 

Executive Director in later years . On the board level, the 

title of President remained the same , with Thomas H. Doyle 

serving in that capacity from 1935 to 1938 . On J a nuary 27, 

1938, Robert L. Williams was e lecte d President, with 

Thomas H. Doyle becoming President Emeritus . 99 

In 1935 , the Historical Society r ece ived a valuable 

acquisition when Governor Ernest W. Marland presented a 

beautiful painting which depicted an Indi a n tribal pageant . 

Titled "Cavalcade" or "Indians on Parade," the large oil 

was done in 1839 by Alfred Jacob Miller , who had been 

commissioned by Sir William Drummond Stewart to do scenes 
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of Indian culture and life. It depicted the "annual 

rendezvous" between the Indians and the "Rocky Mountain 

fur traders on the upper Missouri River . " Marland pur­

chased the painting in 1928.lOO 

In April , 1935, the board granted permission to in­

stall a bookcase in the library of the Histor i cal Society 

to hold books and records of the Oklahoma Daughters of the 

American Revolution. During the meeting of October 24 , 

1935, the State Board of Affairs was requested to complete 

landscaping around the h i storical building. The board also 

appointed a commi ttee to erect a monument on the trail that 

was used by Washington Irving when h e visited Indian 

Territory in the early 1830 ' s.
101 

Correspondence during the 1930 ' s is interesting and 

informative. On February 8, 1937, James W. Moffitt, from 

the Society, sent a letter to Judge C. Ross Hume of 

Anadarko, concerning an incident which occurred in Canada. 

A man from Anadarko visited t hat country and discove red 

Indians speaking the Caddoan language. He inquired as to 

their tribal affiliation and learned they were descendants 

of Indians from the southern United States who ventured to 

Canada with another tribe (perhaps Chippewa) . Moffitt asked 

i f Hume knew the identity of the man , and if he did, to 

inform the Society so a permanent record could be made . 

Judge Hume replied the next day with the man's name and a 

brief account of the incident which occurred in 1910 . Hume 
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mentioned that the man told his experience to several 

Caddo Indians at Anadarko and they were deeply interested . 102 

On matters more closely related to the Historical 

Society and its institu tional aspects , a survey was made 

in May , 1937, by the American Library Association , on re­

search materials in the Society ' s library . The materials 

were inventoried under various subjects including Biblio­

graphies ; Dissertations ; Local, State and Federal Documents ; 

Manuscripts ; General Periodical s; and Society Publications. 

Other categories were Anthropology and Ethnology; Law ; 

Science; and History. The library contained an impressive 

collection , and Margaret McGuire (the Society librarian) 

wrote Dr. Dale on July 23, 1937, to report on the survey 

findings. She stated , "Since no such survey has ever before 

been made, it is possible that some of the board members are 

unaware how many phases of the history of Oklahoma and the 

Indian are represented in the collection." McGuire en­

c l osed a copy of the report , to inform Dale of the extent 

of the holdings .
103 

James Moffitt wrote to Dr. M. L. Wardell on 

February 9 , 1938, regarding a picture of Stand Watie. He 

also mentioned the upcoming presentation ceremonies of the 

busts of Will Rogers and Wiley Post. Frank Phillips do-

nated the busts to the Historical Society , and on February 13 , 

1938 , they were officially presented to the institution . Jn 

his opening address , Governor Marland stated, '' Americans are 
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lover s of peace, and we are gathered here today to honor 

our peace- time heroes , Will Rogers and Wiley Post . " Robert 

L. Williams said in accepting the gifts , "it was the manda­

tory duty of the Historical Society to preserve busts , 

paintings , and records to perpetuate the achievements of 

the departed great. 11104 

Though some progress was made in the area of his­

toric sites (mainly through W.P.A . support), the r eal push 

did not occur until much later . On February 12, 1940, 

Moffitt wrote to Dr. Wardell about the possibility of his 

presenting an address concerning the marking of Oklahoma's 

historic sites at the meeting of the Oklahoma Club on 

February 19. Wardell sent a letter , dated February 17 , 

1940, in which he stated he could not "speak with any 

definiteness on the topic." He continued , "I can tell 

about all the plans that have been considered, and failed. 

There is one other plan which I have not attempted to for­

mulate because of the lack of a superintendent who could 

direct a WPA project. 11105 

In January of 1941, board president Robert L . 

Williams was authorized to secure the grounds at the 

Cherokee Female Seminary , Dwight Mission, a nd Union 

Mission . On October 23, 1941, the Memorial Halls to the 

Union and Confederate soldiers of Oklahoma were closed 

until a custodian could be hired to care for the rooms . 

Concerning the Robert M. Jones Cemetery, a deed was 
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pre sented and an additional twenty a c res was secured . The 

year 1941 was also saddened by the deaths of Joseph Thoburn 

on March 2, and Jasper Sipes on July 12. 106 

A report was made in 1942 on the newspape r collection 

at t he Oklahoma Historical Society . Since the press associa­

tion h ad founded the institution , a sketch of that report 

deserves mention. There were 19,005 volumes of bound news­

papers, which were chronologically and alphabetically filed , 

listed on nearly 900,000 index cards. The Society was 

receiving "59 daily and 220 weekly, semi-weekly and monthl y 

publications," to be bound and preserved. Photostatic 

copies were made of the oldest newspaper , th e Cherokee 

Phoenix (1828), and other rare Indian newspapers , includ-

ing the Cherokee Advocate, Cheyenne Transporter, and the 

Indian Journai.
107 

The Oklahoma Historical Society , fifty years old in 

May, 1943, was a dramatic contrast to its days in the 

Kin gf isher County Courthouse . It be came a departmental ized 

institution, with growth in each area of ope rat ion . W. P . A. 

funding enabled the Society to accomplish projects which 

were long-overdue and great ly need e d, but there was still 

much to be done. Several o r ganizational pionee r s we r e gon e 

and new individuals were there to take their place . In 

1943, the Chronicles of Oklahoma was on volume 21 and a new 

assistant editor named Muriel H. Wright began the first of 

many years of service to the historical journal . 
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Her father was a physician, Dr . Eliphalet Nott 

Wright, and her grandfather was the Reverend Allen Wright 

who had been Principal Chief of the Choctaws and suggested 

the Choctaw word "Oklahoma" as the name for the Indian 

Territory . Her mother , Ida Belle Richards Wright was of 

colonial ancestry. Muriel Wright's Choctaw heritage (one­

fourth) came from her grandfather. She was born in the 

I ndian Territory on March 31, 1889 , and later attended 

Wheaton College in Massachusetts. In 1911 , she attended 

East Central College at Ada , where she received her Bach­

elor's Degree . After graduation , Wright taught school at 

Wapanucka, Oklahoma, then Tishomingo , and in 1916 she at­

tended Barnard College at Columbia University to work on 

108 
her Master ' s Degree, though World War I ended those hopes. 

Proud of her Indian heritage , Murie l Wright became 

involved in tribal affairs of the Choctaws and devoted a 

major portion of her life to the historical significance of 

the Indian to the nation, region , and state of Oklahoma. 

History was a vital interest, and she worked to develop 

her talents, eventually to become a writer on Oklahoma and 

the Indian. Her books included : The Story of Oklahoma (1929) , 

Our Oklahoma (1939), and A Guide to the Indian Tribes of 

Oklahoma ( 1954) , which was perhaps her best . She also 

edited a number of books, but her main contribution to 

historical writing was a multitude of articles published in 

the Chronicles. Though her early employment was with the 
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Oklahoma Historical Society, she came into her own promi­

nence after appointment as assistant editor of the 

Chronicles is 1943. Later to become its editor , the 

. l h . 109 Journa was er voice . 

"This Memorial is presented in The Chronicles that 

the people of the State and its future generations may hold 

in honor and remembrance the men from Oklahoma who have 

given their lives in answer to the high call of the Un ited 

States for bravery , faith and courage in the present war . " 

Those words introduced the effort by the Oklahoma Historical 

Society through the Chronicles, to honor the war dead from 

the state . The program was authorized by the board in July 

of 1943, and it continued u ntil 1949. Named the "Oklahoma 

War Memorial , 11 it was a f i tting tribute to the people of 

. . l . . t· 110 Oklahoma from their state h1stor1ca 1nst1tu 10n. 
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CHAPTER VI 

NINETEEN FORTY-THREE 

Major changes are highly probable in a span of fifty 

years and the period from 1893 to 1943 was certainly no 

exception . The nation was merely flirting with the pos­

sibility of world power status in 1893 , but in 1943 it was 

deeply involved in the second global war of the twentieth 

century. During the 19th century, the concept of Manifest 

Destiny was a major force behind the unparallelled growth 

in the United St ates. In the same respect , the "new" 

nationalism of the 1890 1 s helped push the country into a 

status of power and leadership among other nations . 

Oklahoma also experienced tremendous growth and 

change during that period and, in 1943 , its people were 

contributing their energies to the home and battle-front 

in the national effort of World War II . In 1893 Indian 

and Oklahoma territories existed as separate entities with 

distinctive cultural and institutional aspects , represe nt­

ing differential views on the future of Oklahoma. Whe n 

the two territories became a single state in 1907 , common 

purposes were blended toward a new sense of direction . 
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Old frontiers remained , but new ones emerged . Oklahoma ' s 

life , culture , and institutions were forced to develop 

within a relatively short period of time . 

In May of 1943 , the Oklahoma Historical Society 

silently observed its golden anniversary . Originally 

scheduled in conjunction with the annual meeting of the 

Oklahoma Press Association and to be appropriately held at 

Kingfisher, the annual meeting was cancelled due to certain 

war measures because of the "need for curtailment of travel 

on account of gas and rubber restrictions." On May 27 , 

1946 , the meeting to commemorate the 11 53rd anniversary of 

the organization at Kingfisher, Oklahoma" was held in the 

town where it all began.
1 

Roy Gittinger, in his fifty-year history of the 

University of Oklahoma (1892-1942) wrote, "The Oklahoma 

Historical Society of the present day places emphasis on 

its early relations with the Oklahoma Press Association 

rather than on its legal connection with the society 

formed at the university." That may be true, but the first 

collections were secured while the organization was at 

Kingfisher . The brief life of the Historical Society at 

Kingfisher was important , because it provided the basic 

foundations for growth. Established as an institution to 

preserve all records on Oklahoma's heritage, the founders 

exhibited a broad view; therefore both territories were 

2 represented . 
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When " Circular One" was issued on May 29, 1893 , it 

contained the primary goals which still stand behind the 

fundamental purpose of the organization. Mistletoe Leaves, 

which was first issue d in August of that year, provided a 

stimulus for the institution and, regardless of the 

simplicity of its content, was responsible for the primary 

acquisitions. The Leaves also represented a first step in 

the efforts to develop an institutional publication. Those 

initial collections served as the nucleus for later acquisi­

tions, and in the process, valuable historical records f rom 

the territorial period were preserved. 

The Kingfisher Society was a one-man organization , 

but that man was able to provide the initial guidel ines and 

accumulate the first group of historic records . Though the 

Oklahoma Press Association formed the institution, Campbell 

was the founder and he was left to manage the affairs of 

the Society. Probably the greatest single reason for the 

success at Kingfisher was the fact that Campbell was allowed 

to complete those initial tasks without external conflict . 

If there had been problems, the struggling society might 

have folded before it had a chance to grow . 

Its time in Norman represented the first legal 

period for the Oklahoma Historical Society, though the 

years at the University of Oklahoma are not to be viewed 

fo r the mistakes but as a missed opportunity. It was a 

period of growth and one in which the basic organizational 
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structure was devised. Ther efore those years were equally 

important fou ndation years for the society . The University 

needed the collection and , because of the academic e nviron­

ment , the Society needed to be ther e as well . It was un-

fortunate that the effort which successfully brought t h e 

organization to Norman was not continued . Equally unfor­

tunate was the action taken by the legislature , which did 

not provide the proper financial support , therefore the po­

tent ial was never realized . 

In retrospect, the Historical Soci ety was probably 

destined to make the move to Oklahoma City in any case , but 

with better support and safer (fire- proof) facilities , the 

institution might have spent several more years in Norman. 

Another point to remember is the tension that can develop 

between history departments and historical societies . With 

future growth in both, the working relationship might h ave 

become st r ained , therefore causing problems between the 

academic historians and the staff of the society , but that 

is speculation . In later years , the University compensated 

for the loss of the Historical Society with the development 

of the Western History Collections (mainly through the 

efforts of E . E . Dale) , but it could have benefitted from 

the Society as well. The University years represented a 

3 
worthwhile venture that never fully matured . 

The long stay in the Carnegie Library at Oklahoma 

City was productive and the Historical Society experienced 
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significant growth. While gathering materials on the re­

maining terr itorial years , the institution was in a posi­

tion to secure the ear ly statehood records after November , 

1907 , therefore encompassing the historical scope of two 

completely different eras in Oklahoma ' s heritage. The 

Society moved from ter ritor ial to state institutional status. 

Perhaps the most significant developments during the 

Carnegie years were the publication of Historia and the 

stabilizat i on in leadership , and both had been lacking 

since the Kingfi sher years . The Society was in need of an 

institutional journal to promote its name, therefore the 

publication of Campbell's second magazine (beginning in 

1909) was important . Historia did help to stimulate inter­

est during those years and, like Mistletoe Leaves , its 

significance should not be taken lightly. With Jasper Sipes 

and William P. Campbell serving a number of years as 

President and Custodian respectively, the organization 

received necessary stability. That long tenure also set an 

unfavorable precedent, because some of the later employees 

and officers remained beyond their effectiveness and later 

problems developed . In short , some felt that they were the 

institution . 

When the Society moved into the newly completed 

State Capitol building in 1917 , it was beginning to evolve 

into a more departmentalized organization . Those were the 

most troubled years during the first half-century of 
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existence and several conflicts arose from time t o time. rt 

was also a period of major growth and all departme nts bene­

fited . The personality dynamics were important bec ause 

several new faces appeared , including f our of Oklahoma ' s 

best known historians- - Thoburn, Foreman, Wright and Dale. 

New leadership eme rged on the board level, producing in­

stitutional changes which altered the direction of the 

society. Hosting the 16th annual session of the Mississippi 

Valley Historical Association in 1923 brought out-of - state 

attention to the institution, but the greatest publicity 

came from the d e v e lopment of the Chronicle s o f Oklahoma . 

With that journal, the officers and staff believed that 

the organization had finally achieved an adequ a te historical 

publication. 

The "Temple " represente d a perma ne ncy that had been 

lacking, therefore the Historical Soci ety no longe r had t o 

exist in borrowed quarters . Unfor t un ately , the r emoval of 

Joseph Thoburn in 1931 cast a shadow o n the f irs t year i n 

the new building , but it did e nd a t e n-year o r "tenure" 

con f lict that did little but p r o du ce bad publicity for t he 

Society . The y e ars f rom 1931 t o 19 43 were perhaps the 

most s i gnificant in the fif t y- year history , with mo nume ntal 

accomplishment s taking p lace . Nat i o nal p r estige accompanied 

th e trans f er o f the tribal r ecords f r om Muskogee a nd 

throughout the s t ate , and the institu t i on cou ld boast a 

collection of Indian docume nt s th a t was seco nd only to t h e 
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repositories in Washington , D. C. The various W. P . A. pro­

jects were also a key to the success of those years and 

the Historical Society received the benefits of that 

nationally sponsored program. 

During its first half-century of existence, the 

Oklahoma Historical Society experienced several uneven 

phases of growth and change, with each phase building upon 

the other. Financial difficulties and lack of an adequate 

staff constantly plagued the organization , but those in­

volved with the Society overcame the many problems to make 

it work . The institution began in 1893 , as an unsure ven­

ture but , in 1943, it had emerged as a major state institu­

tion which represented the many historical aspects of 

Oklahoma. With its strengths and weaknesses, the Historical 

Society did adhere to its basic goals which stated, "The 

object in establishing this department is the collection 

of newspapers, books and periodicals, productions of art, 

science and literature, matters of historic interest, 

etc . 
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APPENDIX IV 

CHRONOLOGY 

May 27, 1893 Oklahoma Historical Society established by 
t h e Oklahoma Press Association at Kingfisher, 
Okl ahoma Territory . Established as a de­
par tment of the press association . 

May 29, 1893 Circular One issued by the custodian , 
Wi l liam P . Campbell, to state the purpose 
of the organization a n d ask for historical 
donat ions. 

August 5, 1 893 First issue of Mistletoe Leaves . 

December 18, 1894 A second historica l society organized by a 
history class at the University of Oklahoma. 

January 8 , 1895 First official recognition by Governor 
William C. Re nfrow during his message to 
the Third Legislative Assemb l y, Territory 
of Oklahoma. 

January 2 1 , 1895 Articles of Incorporation secured for the 
Oklahoma Historical Society by the Norman 
organization . 

February 21, 1895 A law makes the Oklahoma Historical Soci ety 
a Trustee of the Territory . 

March , 1895 

July 10, 1895 

February 7, 1901 

Kingfisher organizat ion dissolved and the 
collection is transferred to t h e University 
of Oklahoma, Norman. 

Wi l liam P . Campbell resigns as custodian . 

Historical directors given power by special 
legislative Act, to transfer col~ec~ion 
from Norman wh e n a fire- proof building was 
located. 
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January , 1902 

June 1, 1904 

1905 

1906 

May , 1907 
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Collection transferred to Carnegie Library 
in Oklahoma City. 

William P. Campbe ll r eturns as custodian . 

Review of Inception and Progress, issued 
by Campbell. 

Jasper Sipes becomes President of the 
Oklahoma Historical Society. 

Collection temporarily moved during re­
modeling of Carnegie Library. 

November 16, 1907 Oklahoma becomes a state . 

1908 Custodian's Report, 1907-08, issued by 
Campbell. 

April 24, 1908 State law to transfer seals, records, 
documents to the Oklahoma Historical 
Society in certain cases. 

September 15, 1909 First issue of Historia. 

December 17, 1917 Oklahoma Historical Society moves to base­
me nt of the State Capitol . 

January , 1921 

March 21, 1921 

July 1, 1922 

March , 1923 

First issue of Chronicles of Oklahoma. 

Act establishing Confederate and Union 
memorial rooms in the Capitol. 

Final issue of Historia. 

Oklahoma Historical Society is host of the 
16th Annual Session of the Mississippi 
Valley Historical Association. 

William P. Campbell dies. May 4, 1924 

February 1926 Charles F. Colcord becomes President of 
the Oklahoma Historical Society. 

February 1 , 1927 Resolution by Grant Foreman to the Board 
of Directors of the Society to transfer 
records and documents of the Five 
Civilized Tribes at Muskogee to the 
archives of the Oklahoma Historical 
Society. 
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March 28, 1927 Senate Joint Resolution to furnish monu­
ments , markers to the Oklahoma Historical 
Society and similar organizations to mark 
historic sites. 

February 25, 1929 Oklahoma Legislature appropriates $500,000 
for the construction of a Historical 
Building on the grounds of the State 
Capitol. 

November 16, 1929 Cornerstone of Historical Building offi-
cially laid. 

September 22, 1930 Historical Building completed. 

November 15, 1930 Formal dedication of new building. 

April 23, 1931 Joseph Thoburn removed by executive veto 
by Governor William H. Murray . 

March 27, 1934 U.S. Congress authorizes the Secretary of 
the Interior to place records of the Five 
Civilized Tribes and other Oklahoma Indian 
Tribes in the Arch ives of the Oklahoma 
Historical Society. The Society is made 
custodian of those records. 

1934 Indian murals painted o n walls of fourth 
floor museum hallway in Historical Building 
by Kiowa artists. 

December 10, 1934 Charles F. Colcord dies. 

April 25, 1935 Act providing for Union and Confederate 
Memorial Halls in the Historical Building . 

November , 1935 

December , 1936 

January 24, 1938 

May , 1938 

1941 

Oklahoma Historical Society sponsors 
white-collar project of the W.P.A. 

Indian-Pioneer History Project of W.P.A. 
begins under the joint-sponsors hip of the 
Historical Society and the History 
Department at the University of Oklahoma. 

Indian-Pioneer History project ends. 

"Sequoyah Project " and "Robert M. Jones 
Cemetery Project" of the W.P.A. completed. 

Final year of W.P.A. projects sponsored by 
Historical Society. 



March 2, 1941 

July 12, 1941 

May , 1943 

July , 194 3 

May 27, 1946 
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Joseph Thoburn dies. 

Jasper Sipes dies. 

Fiftieth Anniversary meeting post-poned 
because of war measures. 

Oklahoma War Memorial project authorized 
by Board of Directors, Oklahoma Historical 
Society to list Oklahoma war dead, and to 
be printed in the Chronicles. 

Meeting at Kingfisher to commemorate 53rd 
anniversary of the establishment of the 
Oklahoma Historical Society. 



APPENDIX V 

FEDERAL DOCUMENT 

AN ACT 

TO AUTHORIZE THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR TO 
PLACE WITH THE OKALHOMA HISTORICAL SOCIETY AT 
OKLAHOMA CI TY, OKLAHOMA, AS CUSTODIAN FOR THE 
UNITED STATES, CERTAIN RECORDS OF THE FIVE 
CIVILIZED TRIBES, AND OF OTHER INDIAN TRIBES 
IN THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA, UNDER RULES AND 
REGULATIONS TO BE PRESCRIBED BY HIM. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled. 

That the Secretary of the Interior is authorized, 
under rules and regulations to be prescribed by him, to place 
with the Oklahoma Historical Society of the State of Oklahoma 
any records of the Five Civilized Tribes, including the 
Cherokees, Creeks, Choctaws, Chickasaws, and Seminoles, which 
may be in the custody or control of the Secretary of t h e 
Interior and the Superintendent for the Five Civilized Tribes; 
also of the Wichita, Kiowa, Comanche, Caddo, and Apache 
Indians that may be within his custody or cont rol or of the 
agent at Anadarko, Oklahoma; also of the Arapaho and Cheyenne 
Indians that may be within his custody or control or of the 
agent at Concho, Oklahoma; also of the Sac and Fox, Pottawatomie, 
Kickapoo, and Iowa Indians that may be within his custody or 
contro l or of the agent at Shawnee, Oklahoma ; also of the 
Wyandotte, Seneca, Quapaw, Peoria, Modoc, and Miami Indians 
that may be within his custody or control or of the agent at 
Miami, Oklahoma; also of the Tonkawa, Ponca, Pawnee, Otoe, 
and Kaw Indians that may be within his custody or control or 
of the agent at Pawnee, Oklahoma; and of the Osage Indians 
that may be within his custody or control or of the agent at 
Pawhuska, Oklahoma. 

The Oklahoma Historical Society in receiving th e cus­
tody of such papers, records, and matters of h~storical in­
terest to receive same as custodian for the United States of 
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America and the Secretary of the Interior, and to hold same 
under rules and regulations that may be prescribed by him: 
Provided, That copies of any documents, records, books , or 
papers in the office of and custody of Oklahoma Historical 
Society when certified by the Secretary or Chief Clerk of 
said society under its seal, or when such office or position 
is vacant by the officer or person acting as secretary or 
chief clerk for the time, shall be evidence equally with the 
original, and in making such certified copies such secretary 
or acting secretary, and such chief clerk or acting chief 
clerk shall be acting as a Federal agent , and such certified 
copies shall have the same force and effect as if made by 
the Secretary of the Interior when such documents, records, 
books, or papers were in his office as Secretary of th e 
Interior and certified by him under seal of his office: Pro­
vided further, That wherever such certified copies are de­
sired by the Government to be used for the benefit of the 
Government they shall be f urnished without cost: Provided, 
further, That any of the records placed with the Historical 
Society shall b e promptly returned to th e Government official 
designated by the said Secretary upon his request therefor . 

Appr oved, March 27, 1934. 
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STATE OOCUMENT 

CHAPTER XXVII. 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 

Sect ion. Section. 
1. Trustee of Te rritory for 

certain purposes. 
3 . Accounts and reports. 

2. Duties of t h e society. 4 . Appropriation. 

AN ACT IN RELATION TO THE OKLAHOMA HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY. 

Be i t e nacted by the Legislative Assembly of the 
Territory of Oklahoma: 

TRUSTEE OF TERRITORY FOR CERTAIN PURPOSES. 

Section 1 . Th a t the Oklahoma Historical Society, 
heretofore organized under t h e incorporation laws of the 
Territory, shall be the trustee of the Territory, and as s uch 
shall faith f u lly expend and apply all money received from the 
Territory to the uses and pur poses directed by law, and shall 
hold all its present and future collections of property for 
the Territory, and shall not sell, mortgage or dispose of in 
any manner, or remove from the university any article thereof 
or part of the same without authority of law; Provided, This 
shall not prevent the sale or exchange of any duplicates that 
the society may have or obtain. There shall continue to be a 
board of directors of said society , to consist of as many 
members as the society shall determine, and who shall have 
the same powers as the present board of directors. 

DUTIES OF THE SOCIETY. 

Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of the society to col­
lect books, maps and other papers and material s illustrative 
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of the history of Oklahoma in particular and the west gen­
erally; to procure from the early settlers narratives of 
events relative to the early settlement of Oklahoma and to 
the early explorations, Indian occupancy and overland travel 
in the Territory and the west; to procure facts and statements 
relative to the history and conduct of our Indian tribes and 
to gather all information calculated to exhibit faithfully 
the antiquities and the past and present condition, resources 
and progress of the commonwealth; to purchase books to supply 
deficiencies in the various departments of its collections 
and to procure by gift and exchange such scientific and his­
torical reports of the legislatures of other states, of rail­
roads, reports of geological and other scientific surveys, and 
such other books, maps, charts and other information as will 
facilitate the investigation of historical, scie ntific, social, 
educational and literary subjects, and to cause them to be 
properly bound; to catalogue the collections of said society 
for the more convenient reference of all persons who may have 
occasion to consult the same; to annually prepare for publica­
tion a report of its collections and such other matters relat­
ing to its transactions as may be useful to the public; and 
to k eep its collections arranged in suitable and convenient 
rooms, to be provided and furnished by the society as the 
board of directors may determine; the rooms of the society to 
be open at all reasonable hours on business days for t he re­
ception of the citizens of this commonwealth, who may wish 
to visit the same, without fee: Provided, That no expenditure 
shall be made under this act, or expense incurred except in 
pursuance of specific appropriations therefor, and no officer 
of said society shall pledge the credit of the commonwealth in 
excess of such appropriation. 

ACCOUNTS AND REPORTS 

Sec. 3. The board of directors shall keep a correct 
account of the expenditures of all money which may be appro­
priated in aid of the society and report annually to the 
governor a detailed statement of such expenditure . To enable 
the society to augment its collections by effecting exchanges 
with other societies and institutions, sixty bound copies 
each, of the several publications of the commonwealth and of 
its societies and institutions, except the reports of the 
supreme court, shall be, and the same are hereby donated to 
said Oklahoma Historical Society as they shall be issued, the 
same to be delivered to the society by the secretary of state 
or other officer having custody of t he same, to include also 
for deposit in its collections two sets of all the publica­
tions o f the commonwealth heretofore i ssued, not excepting 
the supreme court reports. The society shall not expend its 
resources in procuring duplicates of such publications as may 
be in the University library. 
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APPROPRIATION. 

Sec. 4. For the purpose of carrying into effect the 
provisions of this act the sum of two thousand dollars is 
hereby appropriated, from the Territorial treasury, to, on 
the warrant of the Territorial auditor, be paid on the order 
of the treasurer of the Oklahoma Historical Society, such 
order being countersigned by the president and secretary of 
said society. 

Sec. 5. This act shall take effect and be in force 
from and after its passage and approval . 

Approved February 21, 1895 . 

. U.liNER.slTY OF OKLAHOMA 
LI BRARIES 



APPENDIX VII 

STATE DOCUMENT 

AN ACT 

AUTHORIZING THE TRANSFER OF SEALS, RECORDS AND 
OTHER PAPERS AND DOCUMENTS TO THE OKLAHOMA 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY IN CERTAIN CASES, AND 
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

Be It Enacted by the People of the State of 
Oklahoma: 

RECORDS MAY BE TRANSFERRED TO HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 

Section 1. It shall be lawful for any official or 
other person within this State, having custody of any seal, 
record, original paper or other document not required by the 
laws of this State to be retained as a part of the records 
of a public office, to transfer the same to the Oklahoma 
Historical Society, and such certified copy shall be received 
in evidence and have the same force and effect as the original; 
t he fees for such certificates shall be paid by the party 
applying therefor, and shall be in amounts such as is allowed 
by law to officials for like services; and all fees so re­
ceived shall be for the benefit of the society. 

Provided, no fees shall be charged for certified 
copies when required in the transaction of the business of 
the State. 

Sec. 2. An emergency is hereby declared , by reason 
whereof it is necessary, for the immediate preservation of 
the public peace, health and safety, that this Act take effect 
from and after its passage and approval. 

Approved April 24, 1908 . 
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APPENDIX VIII 

STATE OOCUMENT 

21 - OKLAHOMA HISTORICAL SOCIETY . 

Chapter 45. Oklahoma Historical Society Building. 

CHAPTER 45. 
SENATE BILL NO. 24. 

Oklahoma Historical Society Building . 

AN ACT PROVIDING FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF A 
BUILDING TO BE LOCATED ON THE STATE CAPITOL 
GROUNDS IN OKLAHOMA CITY TO BE USED BY THE 
OKLAHOMA HISTORICAL SOCIETY, ALL ORGANIZATIONS 
OF ALL VETERAN SOLDIERS AND SAILORS AND PATRI­
OTIC SOCIETIES OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA, SAID 
BUILDING TO PROVIDE ROOMS FOR MEETINGS AND 
HEADQUARTERS FOR ALL ORGANIZATIONS OF SERVICE 
MEN AND AUXILIARY SOCIETIES AND ASSOCIATIONS 
IN THIS STATE AND FOR THE USE AND OCCUPANCY OF 
SAID BUILDING BY THE OKLAHOMA HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY, ITS LIBRARY, MUSEUM AND OTHER EFFECTS 
AND PROPERTY AND FOR PUBLIC MEETINGS THEREIN 
AND ITS USE FOR OTHER PUBLIC PURPOSES, THE 
CONSTRUCTION OF SAID BUILDING TO BE UNDER THE 
SUPERVISION OF THE STATE BOARD OF AFFAIRS AND 
THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE OKLAHOMA 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY, SAID BUILDING TO BE LO-
CATED ON THE STATE CAPITOL GROUNDS IN ACCOR­
DANCE WITH THE "KESSLER PLAN" AND THE ARCH ITECT'S 
PLANS TO BE APPROVED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
OF THE OKLAHOMA HISTORICAL SOCIETY, AND MAKI NG 
APPROPRIATION FOR SAID PURPOSES , AND DECLARING 
AN EMERGENCY. 

Be it Enacted by the People of the State of 
Oklahoma: 
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APPROPRIATION. 

Section 1. For the purpose of the erection and con­
struction of a building to be used and occupied by the 
Oklahoma Historical Society and providing headquarters and 
offices for Union Soldiers and Marines, Confederate Soldiers 
and Marines, and their auxiliaries, Spanish American War 
Veterans, and their auxiliaries, and all veteran and service 
organizations, including their auxiliaries, and other patri­
otic organizations and associations, there is hereby appro­
priated out of the public building funds of the State of 
Oklahoma, not otherwise appropriated, the sum of Five Hundred 
Thousand ($500,000.00) Dollars. Provided, that all contracts 
made for any purpose under the provisions of this act, and 
all and every expense incurred for the construction and com­
pletion of said building or structure and for the equipment 
of the same shall not exceed the total sum of said appropria­
tion, namely, Five Hundred Thousand ($500,000.00) Dollars, 
and other appropriated sums, and other sums in hand from 
private and public agencies then and there and from time to 
time available for such purposes. 

BUILDING-LOCATION STATE BOARD OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS. 

Section 2. The location of said building on the 
Capitol Grounds shall be in accordance with the plan hereto­
fore adopted on the part of the state and known as the "Kessler 
Plan. 11 The construction of the building shall be under the 
direction and supervision of the State Board of Public Affairs, 
subject to the approval and controlling supervision of the 
board of directors of the Oklahoma Historical Society, or a 
committee or commission out of the membership of said board 
appointed for such purposes by said society; provided, that 
before the contract is awarded the architect's plans for 
said building shall be first approved by the board of direc­
torsof the Historical Society; and, Provided further, that 
said contract before becoming effective is to be approved by 
the Board of Directors of the Historical Society, or a com­
mittee out of its membership, named for that purpose by said 
"Th e Oklahoma Historical Society"; and, provided further, 
that the architect's plans may not be changed except by the 
approval of the board of directors of the Historical Society; 
and, Provided further, that the specifications may not be 
charged except on the approval of said board of directors of 
the Oklahoma Historical Society or a committee and of its 
membership appointed by it to pass on such matters; and, 
Provided further, that the contract for the construction of 
said building shall be awarded to the lowest responsible 
bidder and that s uch contractor shall execute in some surety 
company doing business in the State of Oklahoma approved not 
only by t he Insurance Commi ssioner of said state but also by 
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the Treasury Department of the United States to execute bonds 
in such sum and to do business i n the state in the district 
comprising the State Capitol of said state, and s u ch bond to 
be in terms and amount as may be prescribed by law, and if 
not prescribed by law then by the board of directors of the 
Oklahoma Historical Society or a committee out of its mem­
bership appointed by it to pass on such matters. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS - ACCEPTANCE OF BUILDING. 

Sec. 3. It is provided further, that the b oard of 
directors of the Oklahoma Historical Society may select a 
superintendent to supervise the construction of said build­
ing, said inspection to be made in conjunction with inspec­
tion to be made by the architect drawing the plans, to be a 
joint supervision on the part of the State Board of Public 
Affairs and the Oklahoma Histori cal Society, and that said 
building is not to be accepted as completed except by the 
joint concurrences of the State Board of Public Affairs and 
a committee composed of directors of the Oklahoma Historical 
Society appointed by the board of directors of the Historical 
Society to act jointly with the said State Board of Public 
Affairs for such purpose. 

SUPERINTENDENT-APPROPRIATION. 

Sec. 4. There is appropriated out of the public build­
ing funds of the State of Oklahoma, not otherwise appropriated, 
the sum of Ten Thousand ($10,000.00) Dollars, for the purpose 
of paying said superintendent and also any actual and reason­
able necessary expense incurred by the Historical Society; 
provided, that no member of the board of directors of the 
Historical Society, or any one representing the Historical 
Society, other than said superintendent , i s to draw any com­
pens ation other than the actual and reasonable and necessary 
expenses incurred in the performance of the duties contemplated 
by this act. 

EMERGENCY. 

Sec. 5. It being immediat e ly nec essary for the pre­
servation of the public peace , health and safety, an emergency 
is hereby declare d to e xist , by r e ason wh e reof this Act shall 
take effect and be in full f orce from and after its passage 
and approval. 

Approved February 25 , 1929. 
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