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IN QUEST OF SECURITY: THE COllTROVERSY OVER ZIONISM 

Ul THE AMER!CAllf JEWIS!I OOMMUlil!TY, 1897•1920 

CHAPTER I 

IffiODUOTION 

For the greater pa.rti of the la.et two thousand years. Jews have 

bean forced to live a gn.e,ttey-like existence. In 0111:r a few places at'ld 

at only a few times have they been allowed to share a.n ex:i.stenoe of 

rough equality with the rna.jorlty culture. Bu.t iu each case, when they 

have been given this equality> Jews have taken Ml advantage of it and 

hav,e so.'Tletimea achieved great economic and social success. Examples of 

places where thie success bas been attained include Babylonia, Spain, 

the ottoman Empire, Holland, Poland and the United States. This paper 

ia a study ot how, in the la.st of these, the American Jews reacted when 

confronted 'With a movement which aimed at put'ting an end to this cycle 

ot su.t'fel"J..ng and suooess- ... ·which aimed at solving the ttJewish Problem. 11 

At the time of the esta'bliehment of this movement, cal.led 

Zionism., there was in the United Sta:t.es a large group of acoul tu.rated 

Jel.'S and a large and rapidly growing g1-oup of traditionally-oriented 

immigrMt Jews. The a.eeultura.ted group had a. great stake in the aociety 

and in maintaining its .freedom and equality, and it was there.fo:re moti­

vated in its attitudes to a large degree by ~hether or not it felt its 

1 
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posit.ion was being threatened,. 'l'he immigrants had come from Ruaaia 

and F.astarn ~rope ,-1bere Jewish suffering was real, and they W,re there• 

:f'ot-e motivated in their attitudes to a large degree by what they had 

experienced bG.fot?e emigrating. In addition this group still had very 

olose ties With the people from vhere they had ao:me. 1'hus news from nba..ek 

homeu effected them in a very personal wa;y,. 

In Russia... and Eastern Europe two methods had been developed to 

setlve the nJew:tsh Problem.n One was Socialism and the other was Zionism. 

As the Jew of these areas emigrated to the United States, they brought 

these 1•aolutions 1• with them, When Zioni.Slll was introduced. as a world 

movement in 1897, it thus had a. solid base or su.ppc-rl in t.he United 

States. Bu:t 1nany of the aQCultu:rated Jews opposed the movement and 

therefore an ideological conflict developed .. Since the immigration and 

the accul:turation were both ongoing processes, there were many Jews some­

where in between these two sxt.remae. It was only natUTal, then, that 

there d4veloped positions whieh ware neither Zionist nor anti-Zionist. 

This pa.per will illustrate all 0£ the major ideologioal positions. 

The period to be eovemd is trom the establishment .of the World 

Zionist Organi:zation in 1897 tQ just before, the major split ocourred in 

the Amer.Lean Zionist movement in 1921. The controversies that took place 

within each 0£- the groupings a~ not the :pl'imar;Y' subject here. Rather, 

it ie the manner in which the various ideological positions conflicted 

with one another. Internal controversies will be diaeusGed only when 

the, serve to illustrate the larger disputes. 

The sources investigated include, for the most pa.rt, eontempor• 

~ published materials a.uch as magazine and newspaper articles and booka. 
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Emphasis. has also been put on.biographies and autobiog;raphies. Seoon .. 

dar;r '\rorks have been con:;lUl.ted espeo1 .. al.l:y- ·where they served to fill the 

gap produced by tbe i,.Titer 1s lack of proficiency in the Yiddish language. 

It should be pointed out, ho\,iever~ that a large part ot the debate took 

plaee in Yiddish, especially when 1t involved the Orthodox s.nd Socialist 

Je-ws, and few adequ.ate works have bean done on this aspect in English. 

Generally speaking, manuscript sourcee have not been conau.lted. 

It has been assumed that in e.n ideological debate of tbia sort, every 

argument deemed wortcy of use \.tould find its way into pritlt. The people 

involved and their 'biographies are not of primary imporl$nee.. 'rhe argu­

mentG they uaed are the ~bjeet 0£ this paper. file pa:rtioipants 1n the 

debate will be mentionedi howevet', in order that the reader may find it 

eaaiel' to tie t.he positions togathe:r. 

Two approaches can be taken t¢ understanding tha :Ldeologieal 

¢om""licts. One ·would be to study the ~oup positions .. -tha.t. is., for ex .. 

ample, the position of Re.f'om Jude.ism, of Orthodox Judaism, 0£ the Jew ... 

ish Socialists, and of the Zionists themselves. The other would be to 

study the illdi'lf.i.dual co:nf'liots that resulted and often eroased group lines. 

:tn this pa.pei~ both approach~s will be employed" It il:$ felt that the under ... 

standing of the group attitudes will .facilitate the understanding of the 

individual cont:roversies .and vice versa.. The group positions will be 

considered in ehapter .tour and the unfolding debate in chapte:r five. 

Chapter three will '.be devoted to the meaning ·0£ Zionism and eepe.oially 

the ~lation of Jewish ua.tionalit.y to it. The second chapter wil.l give 

a historical ba.ekgrouna, coneentrating on the ri,se of Zionism and Zionism 

in the tJnitl;ld States. 
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A considerable mr.iount of wo:rlc has been done in the study of 

Zionism up to this time.. But it haa been almost entirely devGted to trw 

political d"evelo~nt or the Zionist movement. tittle has been done on 

the onti ... zioni.stss and the attitudes of all the various £actions have 

been covered only in passing.. It 1$ hoped that this paper 'Will lay some 

groundwork £or future study 0£ th.e,se attitudes. 

The writer has felt from the beginning o:f his research on this 

pa.per that there was another reason ror doing it than simply to illus­

trate the various Arllerican Jewish attitudes tmmrd Ziorrl.mn. It will be 

seen that all the factions within the American Jewiah community were 

really after the same end. b7 were each attempting to solve the 

ttJewi.ah :Problel!l. '* !t is hoped that this pa.per "will il.."l.:uminate the meaning 

of that 11Problem_;n and it is hoped that, the reader will gain, as has the 

writer, a better understanding of what it means to be a. Jew in tne Amen ... 

can situation. 



CHAPTER II 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

Histo!I or the Jews 

The histoey of the- Jew:Lsh people is aurely one of the most fas­

cinating and 'lll'lUSUal of all national b:l.stories. It began., ao the 'Bible 

tells us, With Abrahat!l, who, a.bout thirty-£:tve hundl·ed yea.rs ago, intro .. 

d:uced the idea or monotheism which was to become one of' the oantral. :fom1da.­

tions 0£ Western Civilization. This history continued through centuries 

of wandering, enslavement, su.£.fering, and wari'aN. It reached great high 

points in the recaiviug 0£ the Ten Commandments by Moses, the Kingdom 

established by King Imvid, the praaohings o£ the nume;r•oue prophets, and 

the eomposing of the Talmud during the Babylonian exile. 'l'be firist ireat 

phase ot Jewish history came te an end at the hands of Rome in tho wars 

of 68 ... 70 A.D. and 132 .. 3$ A.D. 

At the time of the. defeat by Rome, Jews were already scattered 

throt'lgh meat of the known world. The con~uest of their homeland aocen~ 

tuated this scattering and, as will be seon, added great meaning to it. 

For w-t th'out a homeland, a. spirl tua,l center, the burden or t~ presel"\1a­

tion of Judaism fell entirely upon the~e dispersed Jews. 

For a.L"lloat a thousand years a;f'"ter the d:tspersi.on the center of 

gravity of Judaism was located in Babylonia. Then £0,:, a period of roughly 

tive hundred years (960 ... 1492), Jews occupied exalted poeitions and enjoyed 
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a high de6ree or .freedom in Arab controlled Spain. &t with the asoun .. 

danc:, or Christianity crune the !nquis'ition and the beginning of the ea.st ... 

ward migration 0£ the Jews. Relati.ve degrees o:.f' freedom were acb.ieved 

temporarily in Southe1--n France, the ottoman l!mpire and Holland. By the 

sixteentn-.oentury the spil"itual canter was loea.ted in Poland and to a 

lesser degroe in Lithuania and the Ukraine. But .following the Treaty o£ 

Westphalia. in 1648, Jews ware again subjected to periodic slaug.n·ters 

and. retreated into ghetto living for protection. 

By the eighteenth-eantur-,r the oenter of Jewish opportunity and 

f?"eedom had a.gun shifted ,~stw.rd to l?rance and Ge:ma.ny. In Germany 

Moses Mendelssohn (1729-86) ushe?'ed in the movement called ttEnlighten­

mentt1 (Ha.akalah), which aimed at int@grating Jews into European eulture. 

And in France, Napoleon ga,re Jews a.:trnost complete civil a:m.aneipation, 

e:lttending it to his entire Empire between the yea.rs 1812 and 1815.1 

., In Westerr1 Eu.rope the process of a.ecru turationG: continued Ul'l-

aba.ted tht-oughou.t most of the nineteenth-century. But in Eastern Europe 

those lands ii1 which J·ews had been. emancipated by Napoleon quiekly x·e-­

vex-ted. after 1815, and in all of Eastern Europe and Ruasia the condition 

of the Jews 'became increasingly intolerable. Until the l,a:t;ter pa.rt of 

1 For this 'b~ief bi.storical aeQount see: Qscil Roth, A. Histo,:Z of 
th~ Jews (New York: Sehocken Books, 19~4),;. Max !;Jurmbrand and Cecil Roth, 5 Jewish PeoplEU 4000 Years of Survival (Jerusalem,,..Tel .A.Vive Massadah­
P.E .. c. Press Ltd~, 1966); s .. i-i. Dubn01v, JewishHist : An Ess in the 
Philosapti of Mato~, t:t"ana. by 11J.F, 11 and 11 .s. 11 

• a e p • a: he 3ewishPulica.tion oeiety of America., 1903); Irving Miller, Israel: ~e 
Eber,~ Idea.l (New York: Farrar 1 StraWJ and. Cudahy, 1955); and l:sidore 
Epstein, ~d&isn-u A HistotlQal Presentation (London: Penguin Books, Ltd., 
1959),t 

2I will use 11acculturationn to mean the condition in whioh Jews 
ac.oept the major societal values but keep their Judaism., The word 
uassimilatioJl" I will uae to mean co-nversion to the dominant sooietal 
religion. 
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the century the· Jews had only two wa,ys out ...... nescape from Judaism through -
asailni.lations or escape into JudaiW!l through Ha.sidism.,113 a mystically 

oriented: f om of 03:1ihodoey then popu.la.l" in that area~ 

But the.n a. stimng began to appear 1n the Jewish youth 0£ Easte1:"n 

Europe which demanded a change. Cultural Zionism, Ol;" t.he glorii''ication 

0£ the Jewish past~ became popular, $Specially in Russia, in ·the 186o I s. 4 
Then in tha 1eao•s the Rus~ian pogroms (organized rnal:Jaacres of Jews) led 

large numbers of Jew.a to b@lieve that this romantic Zionism had to end 

and be su.perceded by a more practical political ZioniS111. Lovers of Zion 

·(Ohovevei Zion) was founded in Odaesa in 1882 and was devoted to the prao ... 

ti cal work of .f'oundi11g Jewish colonies in Palestine .5 It quickly became 

evident, however, that only a veey limited success could be ach.i.eved 1-tith­

out legal. prot~etion and money. At tbis point eventij in Western Europe 

were to be decisive. 

the rising nationalism in Western Ellrope was giving impetus to 

a rapidly surfacing SU$picion of Jewish minorities. Even though Jews 

had been emancipated, t.hey continued to preserve a good deal of their 

elannishness and a good many traditions and customs different £rem the 

majority'$• 110~---:tstia.na disliked their Nligious reealei tl"ance; far.m.ers r, 

their urban~dedness; Conse"ativeu, their no~king with Liberals or 

l~stuart E. Rosenberg, ~rica. ,is Diffa~ntc ~e ~h tor ,Jetftsh 
Identitz {New York:Thom.as Nelson e.c Sons, !96Iih PP~ 73-76. 

'Richard Gott.hail, 0 Zionimn.,11 The Cent'mr M$gaz~ne, LIX {Decem­
ber, 1899), PP• 299-301. 
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Mamana .. ~tall this dislike was more or less latent until the wide­
spNad Conservative and 1nten~el:r nationalist reaction of th.a early 
l880 1s and the rise of mcia.llem. Then it wae crystallized and ration­
aliz.ed as •anti-Semitism. nr6 This a.nti. ... Se.mitism, b;t contitru,ally sug­

gesting tha.t Jew wre 'aliens• who eould not be good citizens of the 
countries in which they lived, led them, nin defense or a$ compensation, 
to develop a Jewish na.tionalism.n7 

By 1897 Jewish nationalism in western countries had deVeloped 

to web a degree that a Viennese newspaper cor:respondeTit, Theodor He~zl, 
was able to suooeasflully qnd pernw.nently bring togat.her., in orga.m..zation ... 

al tom, the western money and talent -and the eastern desire for emigra­
tion to Palestine... The first meeting of this group wa.$ held in Baale, 

Switzerland in August, 1897. It formed the World Zionist Organization 

and adopted the n&,sle Program;1t !Win.ch spelled out the pul'pOse: of the 

Organization as that ot sol Vi.ng the :1Jewish Problem" by e~ta.blishing a 

Jewi.$h homeland in Palestine. 8 

00ar1ton J~ H. Hayes, A Qenera:tio~ Qf M.a"t'ialimn, 1871 .. 1900 (New York: Harper & Brothers Publishers, 1941), p .. 251. - ' 

7Ibid+, p .. 264. -
8The BasJ..e Program reprinted in Joseph Beller, The Zionist Idea (Mew Yorke Schoeken Books, loo., 1949), p. 72. states the lollowing: 

. Zioniam strives to orea.te for the Jew.tsh people a hQtlle in PAlestine scoured by publio la1;1., The Congress oonte..-nplates the following mea.11s to the attainment of this and: 
1 • The promotion by appreprl.ate means of the settlement in Pales­tine~£ Jewish agriculturists, artisans and manufacturer$. 
2. The organizatio.n and 'binding togeth!:tr of· the whole o:t' Jentry 'by means of· appropriate institutions, both local and international., in accordance with the laws of each country • 
.3. The strengthening and .fost.erl.ng of Jevi.sh national sentiment and national conooiousnees. 4., P?teparatory steps towards obtaining the consont of govern­

ments, whe1:.e neoessaey-, in order to reach the goal of Zionism.. 
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The desire for a return to Palestine had *ll held f:i.rmlyby 

religious Je~-s for the ent:l.r& seventeen and one-half centuries of the 

dispersion. The literature of Judaimn ia replete with ~les of' this 

longing. The fifth and amh verses of the one hundred thirly ... seventh 

psalm a.re :reeited by religious J~ -every day at midnights. 

If" I £01•g-et tl'l.ee, O Jerusalem., 
Let nr:, :right hand .forget her e,unntn1u 
Le,t my tongue el.eave to the roof of m.v mouth, 
I.f I rem~r thee not; 
If I set not Jerusal.em 
Above my ehiefest Joy., 9 

Tb.is pr~r is incorporated in tbe Si.dUr, a. eolleo-tion of Jew.i.sh prayers -
aDd customs tor ave17 occasion. Also in the Sidur is the following ........,__,. 

prayer 1mioh is recited every morningJ 11Sound the gree;t horn. for t1U:t' 

free.do..'U; lift up th.$ ensign. to gather our exiles and gather us .from the 

tour comers or the earth." 10 

Each year a.t the end of the Passover service, celebrating the 

exodus £rem Egyptian bondage, Jews recite a prayer which ends requesting 

God to ttlead the atem .. ohoots ot thy 1-mro, Redeemed and singing, Zionward, u 

and wishing to be, "Next year in Jerusaleml » 11 And 1is a final example 

of 'the eternal Jewish longing for a return to Palestine, t.here is this 

often recited prayer or the second exile, 110n aeao-u.nt of our sins ~ 

nave been exiled £~ our land and 1-emoved from our s¢1l, Our Father, 

our King ... ~ b1ii,ng together our scattered from among the t.'Ultions and 

9psatm 137:!, ... 6. 

1 OSidur, t:rantii. by' Zollar Md Nira Landau (Buda.pest, Hungary: 
Sinai Ptlbl~ House,. n.d.), pp .. ?6.77. 

11~dah of Paasov,er., trans. by Abra.ham Regel.son (New Y~rk;. 
Slnllainger • hers, 195!}, p, $2. 
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gather our dispersed fr.om the ends ot the sarth.1112 

The fonna:tion of the World Zio.nist O!-ga.ni~·Hit:ion in 1897 was., 

then, an eve.nt founded upon centuvies of longing, made possible by the 

emancipation of Jew in western c·ounti..'f'liea, and atimul~ted by a:n increas­

ing level o£ persecution in Eastern Eu.rope and Russia. A13 might 'bEI ex .. 

peetecl in such a situation, the iwrtediate growth of the Zionist orga.ni­

zation was quite rapid. mtm.n a .year after the n1aeti::r..g in Ba.ale, it 

had grown from one hundred seventeen societies to more than eight h'un­

dcnd.13 And the prestige of the organization was great enough to gain 

Herzl an audience witb Kaiser Wilhelm II in october,. 1896 and again the 

.foll~w-lng month. Though these meetings produced no substantive results, 

they did cause a ntd.ld st:ti~ among th~ Jewish youth of the worl.d. • • . 1114. 

But in 1904 Theodor Herzl died ~t, the yaung age ·of .f'orty ... four., 

and the Zionist 01"g&1be..tion su.f.'tered a period or al'Ulllp and diso:rgani­

zat;ton from which it was not to recover until after the outbreak of the 

war. By 1908 the membership bad declined by over fifty pereent. 15 

1'he war brought renewed sufi'ering to Fa.stern European Jews and 

thus stimulated increased activity to help them from the We$t. By 1917 

the Zionist erg.animation. was ae;ain strong enough to get a hearing £ran 

he.ads of state and was succesro'\il in getting the Britt.sh govemn.ent to 

12quoted in Israel Medlaender,. "Do.bnow• s Theory of Jewi.sh 
Ne.tior:1ali,m11, u The Macoaba;san, VII! ( June, l9o5), P• 21.Jh. 

13&cbard Gottheil) 11The Zionist Movement," m,l"th Araerice.n 
Rev;i~w, CLXIX (Augi.ist, 1899), P• 230, • 

14Haw:.r, P¥esei e,,( ,an. Ametico.11 Ziorµ.st, pp. 31•32. 

1 SJaeob De&as., Louis D •. .Brandei~H A Ri.0£5?hiaal Skatch (Ne11 
Yorlc: 5Loch Publishing Companyt 1929), P• 2'.h. 
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issue a statement that was to be known as the Balfour Declaration. 

rbis Deolara.tion expressed a favorable attitude on the part of the Brit­

ish government, which controlled Palestine, towards ntha establisbment 

in Palestine of a national home for the Jewish people," and was the 

i'irst semi-legal basis upon wh:i,oh the Zionists were to claim a right to 

Palestine. 16 

Follol-tlng the war the Zionists again suffered a. loss in mem• 

ber.ship and prestige and it was not until the rise of Hitler and the 

Second World War tha.t they had the power to achieve their aim---a 

Jewish homeland in Palestine. 

Zionism in the United States 

In the United States interest in a movement to restore Pal­

estine to the Jews we.s demonstrated as early as 1825 ·when Major Morda .. 

cai M. Noah dedicated 11.Ara.rat," :td.s island in the Niagara. River, a.a 

the telnpo:rary- homeland of the Jews until Palestine could be obtained. 

The idea never really caught on, but it was never allowed to completely 

die either. Several men, including Raphael J. De Cordova, lay preacher 

0£ Temple :&nanu-El in Mew York, and Warder Cresson, a oonvertad Quaker 

liVing in Philadelphia., kept the hope of a. restored Palestine alive. 17 

Finally, in 1884 the first. .American branch of the Lovers of 

Zion was established in New York City. 18 This was the first organized 

16iie11er, Tjle Zionist Idea, p. 72. 
17 tlaomi Wiener Cohen, "The Reaction of Reform Judaism in Amer­

ica. to Poli:~ical Zionian-t ( 1897-1922), 11 Publications of the ~erioan 
Jewish Historieal Society, XL (June, 1951), pp. j6:,%:6G. 

18i.tarnin Feinstein, American Zionism, 1884-1904 (New York: 
Herzl Press, 1965), p. 26. 



group in America to advocate Jewish colonization in Palestine,. It 

never grew very large nor very active, but by 1890 there were $ight 

branches in the United States with twenty-five hundred members.19 

By 1897, h()ffl)Ve1,, when Herzl summoned Zionists to Basle, the 

Lovers o£ Zion movement in the United States was almost. dead. Qn1y 

the Balt11'11ore branch was strong enough to send a delegate. 20 Indeed, 

the Zionists in .Amerloa were eo weak that if it had not have bean for 

He;zl establishing a poli.tillal niovement and to-»' the fact that hl.Uld.reds 

0£ thousands 0£ Jews ·were immigl:'ating £ram Eastern Europe, it is doubt.. 

f'ul, that any real form of Zionism would hav-e existed in the United 

States after the turn of the ce.ntuty,21 

The significance of Jewish immigration in the late nineteenth 

and early twentieth centuries for American Zionism is immediately ap­

pa.:re.nt when the total Jewish immigration, pattern is considered. The 

first Jewish immigration, prior to and about the time of the Alne:riean 

Revolution, was composed predominantly of Sephardic or Spanish. Jews ... 

Then bet1men 18h0 and 1880 ca.me the ''Gennan11 :i.migration--Jews primar­

ily from Central Europe.22 But both of these 11immi~a.tionsn were 

sm,all e~-npa.red to the immenae influx bom Eastern Eu.rope and Russia 

bet1men 1880 and 1924. In 1880 there were about 250,000 Jews living 

19 Jacob Kabakoff, "Beginnings of Hibbat Zion in America, 11 in 
Her3l tear Book, Vol. VI: Essays in Zionist Histo:7 and Thought, ed. 
'6y Raphael Pata..i. (New York: Herzl Press, i9l,5'}, p. 255 n. L 

2°Feinstein, American Zionism, p. 53. 
21 Ibid., :P• 277. 

22samuel Halperin, The Politi~al .World of American Zionism 
(Detroit: Wayne State University- Press, 1961) ~ p. 51. 
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in the United States. By 1924 there were four million. 23 

'l'his sizable immigra·t:.ion from an area. of the world that wae 

already interested in Zionism coupled m.th the formation of the World 

Zionist Organization made possible -the £0:rniation of the Federation of 

American Zionists (FAZ) in 1898. Tbe leadership for this Federation 

was assumed by Dr. Gustave Gottheil, his son Dr. Riobard Oottbeil, who 

was nhoeen president, and Rabbi Stephens. Wise. Though these three 

men were produats of the 110erman11 immigration, the majority of their 

supporters wre recent irnmig1•ants from Eastern Eu.rope and Russia, 24 

By 1899 the Federation eould oount one hundred twenty .. .five afi'iliated 

groups.25 

But this initial activity was somewhat misleading.. Once the 

romantic: hopes at the beginning had given waj" to trhe pra.otioal. acti­

v:1.ties requiring tin1e and work, problems arose. The leadership could 

give only their leisure hours to the orga.nization.;26 and the membership, 

comppSGd mostly or poor iinmigrante, was bl.l.t'dened too heavily with the 

problem of individual survival to give either time or money. In addi­

tion, many were more attraoted to Socialism as a panacea than to 

Zionism.27 

-----------------------------·-
2.3:rbid., P• 47 ~ 

-· 

2½.-ieHa.as, Bramiei$, p. 28. 

25aottheil, 11The Zionist Movem.ent,11 p. 2.30. 

26:oeitaas, Brandeis, p. 28. 

27:Feinstain, Am.ewioan Zionism, pp. 279-8,;. Halperin, Political 
World of American Zionism, p. ii~ and Berna.rd A. Rosenblatt, Two Gener­
ations 0

0£ Zionism: I-Jistorical Reoollectiona of an Arneriean Zionist (New 
Yolt'k; Shengold Publishers, fnc., 1967}, P• ~2. 
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The weak state of lUl'l8rioan Zionism was demonstrated in 1903 

by the reaction to the Ktshinev massacres in Russia. This event, in 

fflli.ch thousands of Jew were killed, has been described as having 

aroused 0the direct interest of Am.eri.oa.n Jews more than had any provious 

i'oreign event in which Jews were 1nvolved.n28 In tact, the Zioni$t 

ranks g~w substantially as a ;r,eault o:r this, and the Kiahinev·Relief 

Ft.lnd wae launched by the FAZ. But even with this added interest and 

support, the total amount collected was well u."ldar $6,.boo.29 .And 

furthermore, in 1905, a year in which the membership of the FAZ reach­

ed its high point before World War I., the Zionists could count onJ,.y 

_2$, 000 menil,)e1~s out of a total .Ameri.oan Jewish popUla.tion of abo-u'l', 

1.$ million.JO 

Nevertheless; in these years before the war ce:rtaiu progreS$ 

~ made. The Ma¢cabae~ was established as a monthly joumal of t,he 

FAZ in 1901, and Uos Yiddishe Folk was founded to $ewe the same .func­

tion in D.ddish in 1909. American finances principilly supported the 

Aronson Agricultural Experiment Station in Palestine and assisted :.tn 

the founding and support or the t-hree outstanding eduoational inatitu­

tione of that land, the Haifa Technion, Bezalel and the Herzliah Hebrew 

High School. Amenoa.n funds also brought. much ,:iGclaimed land into 

Jevi::ih hands. Hadassah, the Women's Zionist Organization was .founded 

in 1912 by Ha11ri.etta Szold. And Solomon Sc.heohte1" and Louis n. Brandeis, 

28Fe:inatein,, Amer:i.<;an Zionism, p.. 2h2. 

291'ha Macoabaaan,, V (Augu@t, 190.3); p. 1.32 • 

.30Feinstein., American Zionism, p. 278. 
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two or the leading .American Jews, were both oonvertie<ll. to Zion1$I'tl. 31 

The aignifieanee of Bra.ndei$ 1 a.«ceptance Q£ Zionism was to 

become apparent dllrl.ng the war years. When the war })roke out in Eur-

ope,, tbe central offiee 0£ the World Zionist Organization in .Berlin 

was eu.t o££ from the :rest of/ the organization. It 'fUll\l there.fore de .. 

eided to fc,rni an eril.e:egency of'fice 1n the muted States to direot the 

werld--wide Zionist af'.tai:rs. In late August, 1914, a. meeting was held 

111 New Yorlt irJ which the Provi&ional &ceoutive Oonnrd.ttee i'Qr Oene?al 

ZiOtli$t .Affairs was to:rmed:, and Brru:ideis was ohos~n to head it .. It 

was thought at the time that Brsi.ndei.$,, though he had never been. an ac­

tive Jew a.11<1 had only e:ncounteil'8d Zionism oerlou.sly :tn 1910.;: would,; 

through hie name, 11le~d luster to a c~uQ that needed great aid •... 11.32 

But Brandeis took his r~le seriously .. He quickly shirted what 

had prev-lously been merely an academic interest in Zioni8m to a.n avid 

and able leadership which was to rem.ut, in a seven hundred .fifty per­

eent ine:rease in .American memb~rsbip alone 'by 1920 .. 33 He also pla.y-ed 

an active role in getting the. Br-ltiah gove:mment to :taeue the Balfour 

Declaration in 1917. 34 1'J:1e e£.fecti veness o:f.' Bl"andeis • leadership is 

31 Herbart Pa.J:'Zen, nT.he 1'1Gde:ra.tion of Ameriean Z1enists, n in 
Eu,-l_z ~s~ra. ot Zioni~ ;n, ,_~rlc,a-, ed. by Imdore S. Me~?' (New Yo:rkt 
~nean J .. · · sli ID.sto:?rea! Soe1.ety and Theodore Herzl Foundation; 
1958), ppi. 252 ... 53. 

)2DaHaas, ~ande:!s, pp. 51--60, 

,l3SuJ.a.mith Scl1.wartz, "Zi11>nism: in Anla~can Je,ti.sh Life_, 11 in 
The, Ameriea~ _Jew: A 09~~te ?ortrait, ed., bi Oscar l. Janowsky (?~ 
!om# ilaiper & iirdthe1"8, !942, 1 fh i?IJ. There were 20,000 m.embex-s in 
too United Stata·s 'in 1914 and 171,000 in 1920.,. 

.34Alphaue Thoma~ Mason, lib.:-an,dei~s. A 1-".re~ .~ta .. L:ite (New York: 
The Vildng Press, 19$6), pp, J~51•5S. See aiso iiel'iiii-t f>anen, 11Brandeis 
and the Balfour Deelare.tion.," in Herzl,. . Ye~ :Book, Vol. V: Essia• iq 
Zionist n:tstor;,v and Th9ht, ed .. by:Rapiiael Pa.¼Zi (New Yorii: ~rii: Pres~, '.i:9~J. ""'-" I - - •• -' • 
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demonstrated by the fact that in 1919 the .Amerlce.n Zionists were strong 

enough to be able to present to President Wilson a petition signed by 

over $00,000 Jet~ conoerr.d:ng the fate of European Jews.JS 

The effectiveness of Brandais' leadership was not. the only 

factor in the increase in Zionist mem.bersh:1.p, however. other .factors 

included the renewed auf'.ferl:og ot Ell.X'opean Jews., which motivated .Ameri­

can Jews into more a.ottiTI:by, and the <manging American attitudea tot-.-aro 

i.rlm.gra.tion which th:reatenad to mtt otf the United States as a l-.i.a'ifen 

for Jewa.36 The re6Ult of this combination of oirc\1ll!st.arsee.s was a 

growth in the feeling o£ Jewish nationalism and a. more vl.gorous et.fort 

to gain a Jewish homeland in P~etrbine • 

.3Sne&a.e, B:randeis, p. 10. The exact number of signaturo~ 
was S23,0h8. •• 

36oe3ear Ha.ndlinf The yProoted: The ~ie Sto~.of the Great 
~atious . that Ma~e x the, Amef.i~an '.PeoJ?'Ie { J;,i< on 1 :t:Lie, ™ an<l 

omp,any, 195!), pp. c.tlG:~l5o. 



CHAPTER III 

Z!O!USM AND JEt'1.tSH NATIONALITY 

Zionism, like almost any ideology, meant different things to 

di.ftennt people. In gtmaral there were tlu'ee distinct types or Zionism, 

Political, Econom:10, and Religious or Spiritual. Ea.oh was meant to M­

.fil.l a separate desire-the desires to alleviate Jewish suffering in 

Russia and F.astern Eut>ape.,, to cheek assimilation in the West, and to 

fulfill the Jewish longing for the restoration of Palestine. 

0£ tbs three types of Zionism, Polittoal Zionism was a~ly 

the political atte:mpt to gain a Jew.tsh homeland in Palestine. The 

World Zionist Organization and. the ~deration o£ American Zionists 1Mre 

eaaentially politiaal. organizations~ Theodor Herzl was primarily a 

Political Zionist. 

F~onomic Zionism aimed at the colonization o£ Palestine ~rl.th­

out a homeland as an end objeetiv-e. It was a humanitarian Zion1$lll de .. 

signed to finance the emigr-ation of, these Jews who desired to go to 

Palestine. Economic Zionism Gdstad be.fore Politi.cal Zionism. The 

first real eolony in Palestine waa Mikiveh Israel, .founded in 1870 

under the au-spicea of Al.lia.noe Israelite Univer$elle 1 an Economic 

Zioni&t Orga:nization. 1 This g'.foup continued £or t'lmny years to be 

1aottheil, "The Zionist .Movement,11 p. 229. 
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instrumental. in .founding colonies and financing proje~ts in .Pa.lestine. 

In the tmntieth century; American nnon .. Zionisti;," ...,,ere active :Economic 

Zionists.. Remaining independent of Zioniat organizatione, and frowning 

upon Political Zionism; they, ne-verthel..ess, provided money for a good 

many Palestinian projecta. 

Economic Zionism carried t>'bvioua political overtones, since 
' . 

it was Virtually- inmr.L.table that at some point in the future, Jet-Ji.ah 

immigrants to Palestine. would attempt to form a politically ind.epen ... 

·dent Jewish State. And u· enaugh Jews had immigrated and peac.e.:f'ul at ... 

tempt,5 at independence £ailed, it was likely that a f"or¢etul attempt 

Religious Zionism aleo carried political overtones. Speoifi,.. 

cally' it was aimed a.t reV'itaJ.izing the Jewish communities in the .free 

we.stem eountrl-es tmera aasimil.s.tion wa.e making :rapid headml.y. It was 

the spirit and the enthusiasm and the pride that would come frcsll the 

Political attempt to regain the Holy Land that would serve to :revivify 

these communities. l:lllt the revitalising force was a political .force. 

It should be apparen·t th.at these three types 0£ Zionism ue.1"8 

not :necessarily thought of m1 separate. In £#Ji.Ct;, most Zioniste thought 

of them as merely three aspects of the same movement. though these 

Zionisl;.a might etnphaaize one or the othe:r aspect, they did not think 

that e:ny-one could e..-dst without the other two. For most Zionists, 

Zieniam meant the obtaining 0£ a homeland in Palestine, the coloniza.-. 

t1o.n of Palestine while the homeland was being obtained,. and the revi­

talba.tion ot the world Jewish e~ty !lS a reG'Ult of these two 

et.forte-all wrapped into one. 
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In 1897 Theodor Herzl published Tl1e Jewish state, a shox-t book 

which inspired the £0-mation of the World Zionist O:r.gallization the fol­

lowing year. In this, book Henl told ,my he thot\ght folitieal Zionism 

was necessary to solve the Jewish Problem: 

We have honestly endea'V'.Ored everywhere to merge ourselves in the 
soeial life of.' s'IU'ro'Unding communities and to prese"o only the 
faith et our fathars. We are not 'D8:tmitted te do so. In vain 
at-e w loyal patriots, our loyal.ti in aome places running to ex­
tremes~ in vain do we make the eame saeri.ficee of life and pro­
perty as our fellow cit.:hene; in vain do we strive to inerease the 
tame of O\U" native land in se:Lence and art, or her wealth b7 trade 
~~ c¢ltll'.lW:rae~ In countries 111here we. hav~ lived £er centuries 'Ille 
a.re still cried down as strangers.• • ~z 

And later he lamented, 11!.f' we could only be left. in peace •.•• But I 

think lie shall not ba left in pea;e. n.3 

Henl ea,i the problem as a politi.caJ.. one in which JtcmfJ,, by 

moving from one country to avoid persecution, created the same intol­

e.ral:>le situation in the country to which they moved. Tlw solut'ion, he 

felt, was to break thie cyele by obtaining political. guarantees £0:r a 

ponnanent Jetdsh bait~land.4 

Richard Ootthe-11, the first president of the Fe.dera:tion o£ 

Am.erioan Zionists, .f'elt that Zionism served as the means ,-m1oh would 

bring about the religious r$gene1."at:Lon of Juda.ism. :Ct would do t.his, 

ha believed, by reestablishing the J,ewish spiritual center through 

political and econOlllic methods:-

2l'bsodor Herzl, The Jewish State: .An Att,st s.t a Modern 
Solut,ion o£·th& Jewish Question, trans. by Israeiiien (Dew fork: 
siopus i5utilislllng bompa.ny, i§li3}, p. 20. 

;;Ibid.,, p. 21. -
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We believe that if" an end is to be me.de to Jew-1sh miser., a.nd to 
the exceptional position whieh the Jews occupy--whioh is the primary 
ea.use of Jewish mi.secy-the Jewish nation must be plaQGd onee 
again in a bQm.e 0£ its avm ...... We believe that only by means of 
$1.lo.h a national ~genera:UQn can the religious 11ege.neration or the 
Jaws take plaoe.;;i . 

on another occasion, in the 11announeement11 of the establish­

ment of The Maoea~n as the monthly organ 0£ 'the FAZ, Gottheil stated 

that the aim Of Zionism was nto reconstruct the Jewish people, to lead 

them t.o an organized national edstanee, to make Jewish :r-el.igious lite 

possible, to r0ster the study of Jmsh literat~ and histo:cy, to pw ... 

v.i.de a stable ha.ne• for the oppressed and downtrodf.ien of our race ••. 

For Solomon Schechter, bead ot the Jewish Theological. Semi.-

nary from 1902 to 1915, Z:toniem also meant primarily- a. religious rebirth. 

He .felt that, ''the work .. ~ in whieh Zionism bad to engage first, and 

in which it will have to aont.inu.a: for many years to come.; was the work 

of regeneration, It h&.d to recreate the Je'Wish consoiau.sneas be.:f'ON 

eree.ting the Jw!sh state-. n7 At another point Schechter at:ated f'irmly, 

11I belong to t.r.at class oi Zionists that lay more stress on the :reli .. 

gious .. national . aspects 0£ Z1oniam toon on any other feature peculiar 

to it. The rebil;'1.h of Israel•a religion, or. to use a &1101:1:.a.X' term, 

the reVi.val of Judai.Slll, are insepara.ble.n 8 

5Ri.chard Gottheil, 11The Aims of Zionism, 11 in The Zio'Qist Idea.: 
A Hiat.ort,cal Analzsis and Res,der,. ed. by Arthur Hertzberg. (Ga.rden cf£y, 
Bew fori:l, fioub!ectay and C"iimpany, Inc. and Herzl Presa, 19$9), p. $00. 

6mc:nard Gottheil, t1Announcement, 11 The Ma.cca.baean, I (October, 
1901), p. 3. • 

7 Solomon Scheohtal.",. '*Z:i.oni$m; A Statenwnt u in Se.l'/dn~ 
Ad.dr~eses and. Other Pa~ra, ed. by Louie F.tnw,lstein (Uew for. :The 
lirni'ng liiii i;rass, l9 ), p. 100. 

8Ib:id., P• 91 • ....,...._. -
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religious a11gle. As wai the o~ wJ.th the other Zionists, he ltOrked 

for a political solution., 'but ha saw the whole problem .a.i ~tlG entailing 

the seoucl.ng ot a. loeation where Jews could be free from persecution,. 

!le 'belimred that Zicm.eim 

ai1n.S to enable t.lw Jews to exercise the same right. now exercised 
by praQtieally eire:i.7 othex"_ people in the worldJ to, live at the_ 11~ 
option ei thev in the land 0£ their .fathers or in some other eoun .. 
tx,yg • • • Zionism 'Seeks to establish in Palestine, .fo:r such J,ws 
a.a choose to g0 .and re.'nain there,, and fOJ: their deseendarrt.s,. a 
legally sl!tetu"ed hQ1'11e, where they may live :oogetb.elt' and lead a 
Jewish li.t'eJ where they may ~et ultimately to eonetitute a 
maijority .of tl'l00 p~la:ti<1n, and~ look torwa.rii to what we should. 
(;)_IJl.l ~ l:ittle. 7 

Th:re\.tgh6tth the abo'O'$ at.a.tements, tw partio.ula.r aoncerns can 

be notea. ..... eonoerne that Zionism,vas meant to a.lle,rli:!.t,e_. These tears 

wre felt 'ho one degree or another by all Zi<>nists and were often a ... 

pt"essed With great elai':l.ty. The firat was that Ju<iaimn would be td.ped 

®t by .force. Ma.x NGtdau., a leader in the world Zionist Organisa.tion, 

e.,;preased this apprehsnsion u'i:M1 1reat passion when he propheoo.ed that; 

''Unless the Zionist movement sucoeede, and a country is provided were 

tht3 Jews who have not a.saim.Uated 'With other natiens may go and be at 

~e and .find e~lete 1:tberty., t,he raoo will di&, juclging by the 

present rate of ine:reasing oppJ!'ession~«10 This sa.me feeling wae e:&:• 

pl"eased. by Gustave Gottheil in~ la.st public appearanea befoll'I! be 

diei'.h 

9:tou:1s D .. B.randtd,i:, "The Jewt,sh Problem--How To Sel'V'$ It, n 
The Maeeabs.$an,. mr (June~ 1915), pp, 107 ... 108. 

. _ 1~ No:t'&.\u, 0 The Zionist Movement,'* Tl:ta lp.send~fl't, LII 
(Bsptember 13, 1900), P• 219-2 .. 
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Zionism ia not a question of opinion or creed,. but one: o£ lite and 
death. The Jemsb people are actually being murdered., and the dai{s 
of the Middle Ages a.re coming back to us. I love Zionism because 
for the .t'irst time in centuries the Jew he.a said to the Gentile, 
111£ you do not help me, I s~ help myse1£ •. 1r And to U1$' <tr.Lng hour 
I shall h<alp this t1l<t1veMElnt. 

The second fear wias that Judaism would disappear through assi• 

milation. The freedonl gained aa a result oJ: eraaooipation would lead 

Jew.a to adopt the majority culture whieh in time tfOuld bring on the end 

ot the Jewish people ae a distinctive tsroup': 'l'bis coneern waa· a."q>raased 

conci.sely by Elisha Friednllill'l. # 

Far less than a oentury, the JO'Wish p&ople have be~n freed from 
M.'Vil and polit.ie.al disabilities. Yet, in the train of ema,neipa­
tion, there followed various aanget-s. Released .from preseure, 
the Jewish people have lost. their d:1.stinetive spiritual. bent, so 
that they no longer produce paouliar and essenttf social vaiues 
of any kind,. Worse, still, they a.re dying out. 

These two ccncerns--G.ne over persecution and the other over 

assimUa.tion,,. .. were pawertu.l. Ill.Qt;i:v,ating .forces behind Zionism. But 

there 1,a$ a more poaiti\l'e 4$p8Ct to Zionism, too. There was a feeling 

among many that Judaism had a destiny and th.at Zionism was .the means 

of fulfilling that destiny. Rabbi Ju.dab Magnes,. who emigrated to Pal• 

estine in 1922 and became the £-lrst president a Hobrw University, 

felt 'that Zionism was al) 11idea.., a necessity-, a mo'!O'il'lg force :ln the 

lives o£ all J-ews • no'b merely of the oppressed .. " n A race, 11 he be­

lieved," cannot give :full expression to its genius exoept in its own 

home on indigenous .sou.n 13 Bernat'd Ro·,enblatt said that what 

11 qUOted in Isidore D. Morll"ison, nM:1.1.eatones in ai Career," 
1'he Maocabaea.n, IV (May .t 1903), p. 279 • 

12El:U1ha. M. Madman, 11Zionisrn. and the American Spirit;" 
The Forum., LVIII (July, 1917), p, 70. 

13quo.ted in Nozw,m Bsntwich, F<>r Zion'•s Sake: A :Bio&,rh.v of 
Judah L. ~MS (Philadelphia: The Je.iirsh Wfil.icat1on Society -America, 
19;4)) p. . • 
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attracted. him to Z:Lontam WM this hope f'or the tu.tUN .. 11A Jt.1Wish state 

seemed t0 me the pl"Oper tultillment of Je.wisb destiru,.,014 'l'bis same 

.feeling) that there •s something m&:re to Zionism than suipl;r a :reao­

tiol'l to persecution. and a.s;31mlat-i.cn, was e.--c.p1"e$sGd. slightly differ­

ently' by a British Jmr 'Wrtting in The Maceabaean.. Re was contrasting 

the ~ of lil:le, Ziot4ste with these ot anti ... Ziomats, 

The anti•lionists are; we c,redit them unMserved:11, ~a.ted by 
at, least u good. intentil!)tis toward the majority of their mm kith 
~d kin ae we are; they a.re sll aru.d.G'l.'tS to til!alp,. The only d1t£er­
ene$ between them. and us is that w w.tah to help.; not only others, 
a. t<!M c,r a large tlllmbar of our brethers in ~e; but to reconstruct 
that unity 1t-tht¢h knows ne di.s'binction between the Jews of one eon-

, 'binant tUid eo\Ui'ht"Y and those ot ether e0cntinents and eOU!l'trleSJ 
we w.t.eb to help, not tl:lem., but us, all, We t'lish to roou,ve the a,r ... 
titicial barriers erecied tbwinTthe""Iast t'i:tt;.v or one htmdl'ed 
years between Jew, Im~"Jew, and work out !OJs41t,hez: O\U' soeiaJ. ~d 
;pola;t.ie:al aa.lvation,. ;, 

This .feating, that there wa.e somethi:ng that all Jews had in 

cominon, that there was a sol"'t .of "J'ewieh destiny" th.a~ tied •all Jews 

togethet', was central tG Ziolli~t thinldng. For lack or a. 'betteJ;" word 

it Ya.S tilled nationalism. That J$W$ .fo:med a t111t-ion wtl.$ t•n tor 

granted by all Zionists.. 16 Indeed, s..s Max Norda.u etated, 1rwboever 

xnaintains and believee that the J:ewa G.N not a. nat:i.9n e.an inde$d not 

be a Zion!St .... tn 17 But it was eenously questioned by many Jews 

wha were not Zionists. Due to the ¢entr-..u position Gt tbii, el.aim of 

Jewish fla'.tionhoOd in t.'18 meaning of Zioili.G111; it l-l'Ul 'be, considered in 

1 hBe~d Rosenblatt, Towo Qe:nera,t'-,l\lns pf Z:i.oni,sni, pp. • 28-.29. 

1>M. Oaate.r, trZion1$nl, Anti-8Qmitism, Eto.:, rr The Maoeaba:&ati; 
X (Oetober, 1901), w~, l}.-14. ' 1 

•• • 

1~$enb<:,rg, America is Pi,f~erent., p. 74. 

t 7Max No:t'dau,. 11 ZioniBnl, n in T1lEl Zionist l:<i;e,a. * A a:tstor.L°'l!U; 
A.n~z~~e .,an<t BA:Jad.a,~; ed,. by Hertzberg, P• 24J,. 
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tnoN detail than the eo1.'lc~rt1a ever persecution and a.ssim.ila.tim). 

To begin .,_f.ith it is quite ob\tious that Jews lacked several group 

qual.ities that were aenerally assoeiated with tlati.onhoodt They lacked 

a ~ommon len.guage, a CQilllilOn land area, and 'to a laJ!'ge degree the;y· even 

lacked eomm.on 0uatG11ts, (Re.f:orm Judaiam was in me,ny ways clQser to Christ--
. . 

ianity than to Ort.hod.oq). Nevert.hel.eat.J, m...~ Jews. believed that there 

still ~emained a. sort of 1ndetinnble Q.'llillity that l!ladt!t a Jew, no mat't$r 

how ueak bis religious eo~ions, still a. J8'tt. Julian. t:fa.{fk1 wh-c> 

ien:ed as p~sident of the Federation ot Ame-dean Zt.om.sts fran 1918 

tQ 19211 speou.l~ted about a part of thi.s qual.ityt 

• .. • in the days: or D.re.yt\is, in the day's of the Kishinev v.:totw,, 
in the de.ye Qf Beilis, an Ame:rican N;d.ioa1 or ref om Jew did not 
think of these eutferevs manly as co-religionists; indeed, he 
kn&.lf that there was a great gul.t, a Gha.rp l~ of religlous dem,,'lr .. 
oation bet'W'Gen hi:a. Judaism and that o:f the OJ"bh<)dtm Rut,aian Jew~ 
he felt, ~wr,. that not.1dth$tanding this dit'i'erence, they were 
'bound to hil1l tr.r tbtl ti• .c,£ oGmmon inheritance, $ eommon tradition, 
a CtnTl{)tl aymp:.tbtzy-based f-WOnd 4'18fltion upti)n the ancestral reliflien 
but not limited the~tf>. 1 

Prominent themst:s ot n&tionat.ity hav$ t1ttnerall.,- $greed 1ntb 

Mt:!4k'G ~$is. Simor.t Du'bnQw, one ot thG greate.s-t. Jewish histQr-lana, 

b$lieved that nthe J~.sh mt-1,,GnaJ. idaa a.nd the na.tiffllal feeling eon-. 

neuted with it have thei.:r ol"i.p.n primariiy in the hi$-torl¢al. oon@eious­

,u.ss-> in a. certain compl~ of ideas and psychic prediSpo1i:tions. 1119 

Carlton J ~ H, ~es .felt tbat Jews 11.ad lost their nationality in the 

diaper.sion.. But iD the mneteenth ce.rrt.ur'Y', 1n :relilJ)on:s$ to the d.$ing 

nationalism in EuJrope. ~Bd the QOtlCG!,!litant ant:t""'Seiniti.mn, Jews redevel ... 

. H\Jul.;t,m w.,. Mack, Amerl.c.ant,sm a~d 7..io~n (MmY l'orkt Federa ... 
t:!on of' American Zionists~ 1918), W.- 7.,.. 

19V\1'bno.v. ~i,9w,4~h _Bi~tG!I, P• 29. 
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oped their '06tional:lty~ 20 Ha.yea teJ:t, like Dubnw.., that it WM the 

ocminon herit&_(s$ or nhtston.cal aonseiou.smssll that ma.de this 1?edevel ... 

optnill'.lt possible. 

Indeed, the point, in dil!!l'fflt~ 'W'as not so l'llUeh how Jeldah r.a. ... 

:tiottal.ity e:ou.:.!A exist.,, 'but wben and where i:t mated. Jmd., <>t eou.rse., 

horn. this_. the key question for A.merlcan Jews was, did it anst. in 

the early twentieth centu;ey in the Unite.d states, As might be ~Qeted, 

the~ we.a enti.Nly no agl:~nt on this 4u...Eistion. 

At one extwenw Rabbi ~81. Schul.moo objeeted to the idta 

that J®e 1ttade up a homelesf.l nat:1Gn, bees.use 11l.eg!ttil~lly carried out, 

:i.t is deStX"ttctive to J'U,daimn a,ij a rel.igi~n. 11 He f,elt tn~t Jews never 

wre a na.tie,11 but a. theoeraoy ,, and he pointed out that lll. per-1;3on ~ould 

beeom.e a Jew simply by ecm"e~ing and that ha oould ranounee his Jew.isb­

l'l&as in 'the soone mannecr. nJuwmn, 1• he believed,, n1.$ a relig.Lon to be 

ole.s-$ed tri.tll CathQlidi.l':llll and Proteata.nt:tsm, ~~d is not the e:x';pJ:'eSSi(>n 

of a national. a.spiration-u21 

A. mo" mod.era~ posit:L0rt was taken by :tif..au.rtce F.tsbberg; an 

a:nthropologtst, 'Whe; in, a eo'IXntll",Y' b:1 cou.ntr.r study of Jewish soeiet.y, 

concluded tha:t up until the end at tbe a:ighteenth eentury '"JeltS were 

'Undoubtedly a nation .. 11 About that tune they qaased to be a nation in 

the water.a QO'lffltrie:s 11idlo in Easter%) Europa they acmtiimte.d to eoin,.., 

prise a nation. 22 Th:i.f3 eonel:ae:1.on we.$ , •• baead not onl7 ~n the f'aet 

... 2·0ctU-J.ton J. H .. H'1;1.~s!: ~ssf.'! 011,N9,t,~ona.1i• (f1ew Yo:1;itt The 
Maennllan Company .t l?a6), ,Pi. 2ll=2 • • 

21Samuel Seh.ul.man, 0Why American .Jt.1wa Consider Zionism trn­
de.sirable, " The Ou:tloo,k, CXII ( January , , 1916), PP• 40-hl .. 

re . - - • 

22Mauriee F.tehberg, The Jews t A Study ot Race and Environment 
(New Yo:rk: Charles SCrlbner•s Sone., l9ll), pp~ 475.-87" • 
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that. in Eastern Europe Jews continued to hold t~lves $8:para.te, 

u.sing their mm la.we and language and li vttng in a Ghetto or Pale, but 

al.~9 OrA the t'aet that tM countries trea.ted thsm a.s being separate, 

authorizing aS;th; Jewish community it$ Olm autonomous administrative, 

financial. and judioial organizations. 

Mortis Jastrow, a historian and ®tspoken anti ... Zionist, came 

t-o the same esaent,ial conclusion a.;:, F.tshberg. 1rwith the opening c:>t 

the new era in whieh W& live,.n he. wl'Ota, 11tbe l'lQt10nalistie $.t'taoh ... 

ment diSa!)peax-ad from the oonsm.<)u.sness of the Jet,m living in la.nda in 

which they r.iad obtained run political rights. . . 1' 1123 

At the 0th.er extrem~ Ja-0ob nenaas, who served as secretary to 

the Federation of American Zionists and a.a editor 0£ fhe Ma.ecabaean, 

·-was l~es compromising. nTnat the Jews are a nation, n he stated, 11ia 

praotieally indisputable. 11 He want o.n to set up a tautology in wbioh 

he tried to sh~, th.at t-he :t"aot theit Zionism existed proved the. ma­
tenoe. ot a Jewish na.tiena}j.tyi 

I£ the Je~ we.re not a. nation and bad no national idea,, the Jewish 
t?"Oubla would not be a sufficient impelling £ore.a to raise a move ... 
:ment capable 0£ aol v.ing the Jewish trouble. A negative line of 
reasoning rtd.ght irugge~t that ware the Je11s a. disintegrated, dis­
persed ma.ea 0£ n.ligioniats they would have already disappel!U'8d!4 and theraf Gre there would haft been no Jewish problem to $0l ve .• • 

It the queatio.n at this point see.ma to be weighted in favor 

ot those who disbelieved in the existenee of a Jam.sh nationality in 

America. in the early twen1iieth centur;v'1 due to the moderates sicli.ng 

23Morrts Jat\ftrow., Zi,o~il:m\ an~ the llutlll"G ,of. palestine; The 
,a11aeies and Dangers c;t Po~iei'i z!ozj!sm (New !'ork t !ne Miiemllan 
c:fompany, f§I§)', PP• I~-20, 

24.raeob :D&Haas, "'l'he national Idea, n The l!aeoe.bae.m, V 
{Septembel"; 1903), p. 171. • • • 
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'With the anti~Zi.onists, then cGnGider the :pragmatic statement by Judah 

Magtiest "An.1 groups wh:tch regard them$Qlves aa a nation.are a national ... 

it.y. 112$ .American Zi.onists fulfilled that, requil'8lll$nt. 



OH/1.PTER IV 

ZIONIST AfflTUDFS OF MAJOR JEtf.tSR GROUPINGS 

To a large extent tn the early twentieth centucy' tbs va.r,i.ng 

JewJ.6h attitucws toward Ziom.sni tit into patterns. There 'WSN three 

eeots within Jud.id sm,. .. O:rthodoo¢:,-Conse:cva.t:tve:, a.nd .Refo• ..... and a li3trol'lg 

seeularl.st sooialiat orientation w.1.0t1g r~ Jewieh wol:'kel's... Each oe· 
theGe div:taions had a. particular world-.Vi.ew whiah tended to govel"n the 

thinking of ita l!l$Il1bers tad'l:1.rd Zioni.13Ill,, In a.ddi.tion to these- tolll" be­

lief etructva-s there was a .fi.:f'th irhi.oh aould not. be classed as a world,.. 

view but would be more ;a.et:urately det!ned as a e~x-ornise position. 

This was the 0rton-Zioni.s'bll :.posit:ion. It ,as es.sentially a belief" in 

Economic Zioniam 'While neither support.1ng nor opposing Political 

Zionism. 

There are ttiro ways o.f app:N>aehing the i&aologieal conflicts 

o~ Zi.onism. Sirl~e, t.o a la~e deg:vee, these eon.fl.iota oan be fit 

into the attitudes o£ the above groups, ene of the ways is to .comiider 

them from th$ group level• Btlt tnany of the. eonfiicte: erosaed group 

lines and tlm.s 1:mst ·1,e e()nsid.$~d separately,~ The next eba.pter will 

lOGk a.t the cotu.~iots that Cffflfiled grO.ll.:P lines. ThitJ ehapte~ will eon.­

sider the pr.lmaey attitudes of OrthodO:k'., Re.tom, anti Cotservative 

Judaiam and of the unon.,.Ziom.etDn an(l. Socialists~ 
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. Orthodox JudatSl'!l 

Orthodox or traditional. Jews faced a pe~a.r pr.ebJ.em with 

Zioni.em. They believed. tervsntly in the Nt,u,n to Palestine, but they 

belieir~d the retu:tn would come 'bY' way of a. Messiah♦. 1 Wb.atave:r elae it 

was, the Zionist organiiation was obviously not a Messiah and, in fact 

it made no claims of even being a Mes~ani.c movell18m., In addition, the 

~jo:r leaders &£ Zionism wai'1:l secularist Jews, ott_ent-irnes agnoat,.c or 

t1.theist:to, and Orth~ Jews we~ naturally hea!tant to tollo-w sueh a 

lEmdenhip. On the oth$r }\)and,. .&$ has been ehown, the desire £or a 

retum to P&l.estine was 4!lXCeptional.ly 1;11trong among :religious Jews,.. 

'l'hU$ there developed twin d1l.ert1mas, first, over how: wbriotly the tra,d .. 

itional ideQ. .of the method of' return, a per$Onal Meisa.ia..'11 should be 

observed, and second, over whethet- 0r ~t religiout Jews dhould fol.lo~, 

tbe ltad 0£ se~ulaclet Jews in a J~wish mo~nt .. 

At tm tl.Wll 0£ the cent1tty most West European !\Uld American 

·orthodox I'abbis cons.l<le~d Zit>l'lism. na blasp~ a.et. .of rebellion 

asainst the will of God.tt Seeul.rur attemp,t$ to nonwi" the panition 

of the Jews by providin, a sovereign state were regarded as "defections 

.from •Jewish Fate•. ,. •• u !llt in Ea.$tem ~pe, wh$re Jew.tsh su,t ... 

taring waa great. a:nd where -emancipation had as yet little e.tfeet, mb­

l)inicl;l:l. and 1D3 J~s alike genevQll.Jr SUppGrted the Zionist organi:c.a-, 

ti<)ri. 2 there, the nae.d £or Zionism was great enough to stiJnule:t.e the 

~ interpretati:ons nE1c':lse~r t-, allow for Orthodoi!t suppol't ot Zionism. 

1Mtlton Steirioorg, A ~i8$n Giltde, tT ~l\.e. J~~l\ P,lyb:L~ 
(Indianapolis: The Bobbs,.~.arr!l'.'.i'. a~any, 1sh.i5 , PP• 2j~Jtt; 

2Halperin, P;~t!:~ Wo;rl~ _ot _ Aane~~ ~P.!¼1•, W• 6$-66~ 



30 

Ortihodox JudaiSlll had he.ld that the reGtoration would be led 

by the Messiah. But t.he Zionist movement was attempting the restora­

tion without waiting tor .a Messiah, and strictly ·8)?eaking, Orthodoxy 

eould. thereioI'e not support it. Bu.t the social and econcmie med for 

a Jewish hQllleland was ve:t'jl' great tor those Ea.stern European Jews, and 

they therefore Ninterprete4 the tradition. It was decided. that the 

resettlement or Palel:lti.ne without the Messiah, rather tm meeting 

with dis£avo1" from God, 11might give Israel added favo1• in God's sight, 

to that He would hasten the coming ot the Messiah."; 'l'lu.s ~interpre ... 

tation gave Orthodoot Jews the theological license for· supporting Zionism. 

Onoe the religi.QU.S ,obj~tiGn was ci:reumve11ted, only-thet se .. 

oulansm 1:>£ Zionism remained ru11 an impediment to Orthodox ~rt. 

But since Zionism clai.in.ed to be only a political lnOV'enient and did not 

intend to involve itself i.11 religious, spiritual., Or' cultural matters, 

this too was t11Pt. an :tnm.u'f!l.ountable obstacle. 4 As long as the Zionietij 

did not enlarge their activities to inolu,de more tl'lan the obtaining of 

a hcmaland th.rough political. ,methods, there would be no conflict, with 

Ol.'lthod.olcy'. Orlhodox Je-wa ware thue free. to support Zionism-., 

These interpretatiom.~, 'W'Orited out i.n the Ea.st, began .f1lter-. 

ing their way westward and set the stage !."or massive Orthodox support 

of Zionism there as well. But 1-thile this was happening,. the Zionist-s 

~N 1n the prooess of ehang:f,ng the, ~d rules and as a. reGult forced 

the Ortho~ into a new Mtl$uver .. 

Jii;"µge~e Kohn, ''Zionism and Jewish Religious Tendencies: Zieniail 
and Orthodox Judtdsm, i, The Maccaba.ean, XXXI (September, l9l8), P• 269. 

4sannw. Ro$enbla.tt,. T,he Histo?:7 ot the Miirli\~hi Movement (tiew 
'YoI"kt Mizraehi Organi~ation ot ".Amarlca.; 1951 T, P• Tu. 
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At tha Fifth Zionist Congress in 1901 the issue 0£ secularist 

education in Palestir1e earn.a up. The Zionists, in other words., had 

moved. into the realm of cultural and religious matters. There was a 

split and many of the Orthodox le.ft and made plans .for what was to 

become the Mizrachi movement.> This movement was to serve the £unc­

tion of enabling Orthodox Jews, who opposed the incursion of Zionism 

into the religious and cultural arena., a way of expressing both this 

opposition and their SUpport of the ultimate aam of regaining Palestine. 

The Mizrachi grew very rapidly, gaining two Jnmdred ten chap­

ters in the first year. The .first world conterei1ce was held, in 1904 

and was attended by one hundred delegates including one from the United 

States. 6 At this oonrerence a ne'I~ philosophy was developed. Previous­

ly, Orthodox Zionists had attempted only to foster Zionism among their 

fellow traditionalists. Now it was decided to also point out 111n word 

and in deed that Israel and its Torah were indivisible, that national­

is..m and religion were equally indispensable elements o:f true Zionism. 117 

Now they would foster religion among the Zionists as wall a.s Zionism 

among the religious. 

The Mizrachi dev~loped alowlt in runerioa.. Many Orthodox Jews 

stayed with the Federation of' ,1meriea.n Zionists because they felt tbe 

'Ibid., p. 16; and Simon Federbush, "Religious Zionism.,'' in 
row: Modern • Jewish Pe le, 
avianos and s, nc., 

1954}, pp. 77-78. 

6samuel Rosenblatt, Histoxz of Mizra.chi, pp. 18 .. 19. 

7Ibid., p. 20. 
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movement should not be divided.. 8 But in 1913, Rabbi Meyer Berlin came 

to the United States and proceeded to organize American Orthodoxy into 

the Mizrachi.. He was heibped by the war whieh brou.gh:t. .so rmch S"J.££er-

ing to European Jews. By 1916 the1-e were one hund.."'"6d one chapters and 

the Chicago convention o.f that year drew one hundred fourteen delegates.9 

The Mizrachi 110:rked very closely with t.he American and World 

Zionist Organizations. At times it even became a pm 0£ these Organ­

izations. Its success in converting the American Orthodox community ws.s 

significant. As early as 190!,, The .Ma.cea.baean could announce that the 

Union of Orthodox Hebrew Congregations, the principal organization of 

Orthodox congregations in the 'United States, was 11favora.ble to the 

Zionist movement.1110 

Nevertheless, AJ11erican Orthodox Jews as a group were rela­

tively slow to pick up the Zionist banner. This ·was aur~ly due in 

pa.rt to their economic con<ii.tion; as recent immigrants they had little 

time tor idealiatie movements. Bu.tit was also due in part to the ten­

acioua belief ecxpressad by the religio\.lsly-oriented newspape:r, Tageblatt, 

that Zion could only be restored as a result of a 11messianio movement. 11 

11A Zion .:restored by-purchase or .foroe, 11 it claimed, 11would be in opposi .. 

tion to the spirit of Judaism •... Zion will be given to u.s by H.im 

who depri tred us. • 1111 • • Bu.t if Orthodoxy was slow in oo.-ning to 

8~an B. Grinstein, 110:rthodo.x: Judaism and Early Zionism in 
America, ti in Earlz Iii~t~~ of Z:.tonism in ,Amarioa, ed. by Isidore S. 
Meyer (New York: AmerieanJewiah Historical Society and Theodor Herzl 
Foundation, 19>8), pp. 223-24. 

9samuel Rosenblatt, Hist.oey of Mi:&rachi., pp. 28-.30. 

1°'.rhe Maceabaean, IX (July, 1905), P• 2,. 

114uoted in Feinstein, American Zionism, pp. 120-21. 
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Zionism in A1natiea, it was also sw.--e, • ru..oha.rd Gottheil explained that, 

"The Zionist body fincts the largest number of its reeruits within the 

Orthodox camp, for it has 1-emained in closer contact with ;tta people 

and with its past. Eveey Orthodox Jew is by nature a Zionist. 1112 

Ref'onn Judaism 

The Refom m.ovenient in Judaism was a nineteenth-century 

phenomenon which grew out of the emancipation. It was an attempt to 

adapt the Jewiah religion to this new emanoipation, 13 The tli'aditiollal 

Ort.hodox Jews had. p:t'eyad for the return of.' Jews to Palestine to again 

become a nation ruled by a desoendant of the house of David. They be­

lieved Jews were in dispersion as punishment :tor ancient sinfJ. When 

'G)lese sins were atoned for, the restoration would take place led by 

a Messiah. Refom Judaism rejeoted this entire doctrine .. It held 

that the national existence ot the Jews cease:d when the Romans burned 

the temple and destroyed Jerusalem. It held tha:t Jews Wl"G now 11citi­

ze.ns and faithful sons of the lands ot their birth or adoption. They 

are a religious community,. not a nation .. n As to a Mes.siah,. the Rai'or.m 

n1Qvement rejected the concept of a personal Messiah and substituted 

a. hope £01"' a 11Messis.ni.c age of uni ve:rsal peace and good will among 

men,." and it sln!ted the leadership of this messianic age fJl'om a sin­

gle inspired individual to the 11p(K)ple of Israel•'' the entire Jewish 

OQmm\mity dispersed throughout the world. 14 

-------------------------------·-
12oottheil, 11'l'he Zionist Movement," pp. 2.33-31.h 

13Jastrow, Zionism and the .Future or Palestine, P• hli. 

14:DaVid Philipson, 'l'~ liefonn Movement in J;udaiem. ( revised 
ed.; New York, The Maomilla.n "Company. i9.3l), ~P• ►•O. ~ al~o Kau.&an 
Kohler, Jewi'?.h Theology;: SzeiteJM,tieally and Iiistop(uµly Oq_ne:i.dered 
(New Yorl!: The Mae.millan Company, 19i8), p .. '.330. 
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In the United States in the late nineteenth and early twen­

tieth centuries, there was an extreme empllasis on A..'ilerlcanizing the 

immigrants. Re.f'orm Judaism supported this Ameri¢anieation fully when 

it came to the Jewish immigrants. Re,.fonn was composed primarily 0£ 

Jews t'rom the 11Germantt immigration, and by the turn 0£ the oent'Uey' 

they were almost completely .America.nbed,. With this 'b$ckground, then, 

and with these aims, it was onl.;y natural that the Refo:rm segment of 

Judaism should oppose Zionism. The Zionis'ts' claim of a Jewish nation-. 

ality was oompl<ete1y incom.patible nth the Reform desire for accultur­

ation into .Amariea.n society. 15 And the Zionist belief that only in 

Pale:rt.ine eoUld the full Jewish potential be :realized wae not compatible 

with the Reform belief that the 11mission 11 of the Jews was to l'Ellmn 

scattered throughout the world in order to bring the word of God to 

all peoples. 

By the time of the establishment of the 11orld Zionist Organ... 

iza.tiQn in 1897, the Re.fonn movement in the United sta.te,s was tlfell 

organized into a lay and rabbinical association and a college for 

t.raining rabbis. The lay association 1 the Union of Ameri~a.n Hebrew 

Congregations (UAHC), had been founded in 1873; the rabbinical aeeo­

oiation, the Central Conference of American Rabbis (OCAR), had been 

established in 1889; and the Hebrew Utuon College (HUC) had been in 

ope~ation td.nee 187$. The Ref om movement also had two important 

national circulation newspapers, the American Israelite and the Reform 

M~ate~ 16 All of these organizations and media we1"8 officially 

15N.w. Cohen; "Reaction of Refo:nn Judaism," pp. ,367 ... 68. 

1~pe.rin, ;tit()l,itieal World of American Zionism., p. 65; and 
N.W. Cohen., uReaotion of ifu'.fo.tt11 jude!sm,11 pp. 372, 382, 386.-88. 
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opposed to Zionism through 1920. 

The Union 0£ American Hebrew Congregations adopted the fol­

lowing e.nti ... Zionist resolution 1n December, 1898: 

. We are unalterably opposed to political Zionism- The Jews are 
not a nation" but a religious community. Zion was a preeious pos­
session of the past, the early home .o:f our faith, where our pro­
phets uttered their world-subduing thoughts., and our psalmists sang 
their world ... enchanting bynma. As .suoh it is a holy men10ry., but 
it is not 01w hove ot the future. America is our Zien. . .. • The 
mission oJ.' Judaism il; spiritual., not political.. Its aim is not 
to establish a state 11 but to spread the truths of religion and 
humanity throughout the worla.17 

In 1919 the attitude of tht1 i.WIC was unchanged. In that year it reaf­

finned its 1898 re!:3.olut,ion and added= 

In accordance \d.th the spirit of our whole history we declare that 
it ia imperati w fo:i:- the welf ere 0£ Jeffl'J everywhere a.s a great re­
ligious comm.unity with a universal message for humsnit;y-that !srael 
deidieate itself not to ruiy aspiration for the re'Vival of a Jewish 
nationality or the .foundation of a Jewish state 11 bu.t to the faith,,. 
.t'ul and consistent tul:t'illment ot its religious mi$slhon in the world. 
We, therefore, do not seek for Israel any national homeland, it 
being our conviction that Israel is gt h01ne in eve~J free 001.1.ntry 
and should be at home in all lands. 1 

In 1885, 'bei'ox,e the Central Conference of American Ra.'bbis was 

founded, Ref-om rabbis gathered in Pittsburgh and issued a declaration 

Q£ principles, which has been texmed the most suocinot statement or the 

Re.form ~nt of Judaism aver to be published. 19 Included in this 

statement was the following sentenee: 11\lie eonsidet> ourselves no longer 

a nation but e. religious oorrmnmity., and therefore expect. neither a 

1 7 f:J;,om Union of American Heqrew Congregations, Prooeedi~ 
Vol. V, p. 400211 and quoted in N.w. Cohen, "Reaction of tle!'om Ju - am, 11 

PP• 383-84. 

18tbid., Vol. IX, pp. 8520.21 and quoted in N.W. Cohen, 
"Rea.et1on o?"'mrfom Judaism," PP• ,38.3-84. 

19philipson., Re.fom Movement, P~ J!,!,. 
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return to :Pale.stine,. •• nor a re.storation of any 0£ the laws conoern ... 

ing the Jewish state. "'20_ 

The Central Con£erence ol .American Rabbis, as a group, re ... 

mained tr-ae to this statement th..""OUgh 1920. As the years went ~ more 

• and more dissension could be noted in the voting; but Zionism. among 

.Ret'onn rabbis aever coneti tuted a serious threat. In the 1917 meeting, 

the Preside-nt1s Message Coounittee. sul.lnitted a majority report on Zionism 

signed by twenty ... otte rabbis lllld two minority report8 signed: by one 

rabbi each. The ma.jonty raport !3tatede 

We herewith Na.f!im the fundamental principle ot rei'orm Judaism, 
that 't,he aaaence o:f' Israel as a priest-people; cona-1:sta in ite re­
ligious conscious-ness, and in tr.l8 sense of consecl'ation to God 
and se~oe in the world, and not in any political or· racW na~ 
tiona.l. oon$ciousness. And therefore, 11.-e look With dis.favor upon 
the new doctrine of political Jewish nationali$!11, whioh finds the 
criterion 0£ Jewish loyalty- in anything other 'tba.n loyalty t¢1 
:C$r~l•s God and Israelts :religious misaion.21 

A substitute N£;J01ution, which aimed at saying the same thing 'Without 

as much emphasis on the split in the Jewish coiumum.ty., we finally 

passed by a vote of sixty-eight to t-venty.22 

At the same meeting the president of the Oonferenoe, Rabbi 

William Roeena.u, stated in his message that, 11we, as rabbis •• ,. ha.vs 

.no plaee, in a movement in ~bioh Jws band togethar on racial or nation~ 

al grounds and £or a political state er even a. legally-a$suz,ed home. 

The l"8ligious Israel$ having the sanctions of bistoey, must not 

2 em• 
tte,.. 16,_ 11,_~M~~~~=~~~~cn~r,;:~~l"'t~-:- ... -
oa.n '.aahB!s_. . , . · • 

21 Central Conference ot Amerioa.n Rabbis, Yeerbo"k.t.. l.917 
(Oinc1.nnatlb, Ohio; Central Conference of American Ra'bfil.s, i918), P• 132. 
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be sacrificed to the purely ra.ctal Israel of modern pl.anning.1123 
' . 

At the n~t meeM.ng, in 1918, the Conference took up the ex-

plot.1i.ve Balfour Declaration. With only a few objections it adopted a 

statement which expro5sed gr.atitude toward the British government for 

ite goe(l•lrill toward the Je"tts. The statement voiced no objection to 

Jews going t,a PaleBt.ill!i and it supported their right to equality the11e 

as well as anywhere else• Bu.t it objected to the phrase in the d.eclar­

a.tiQn which said, 11Pru.estine ia to be a national, homeland tor the 

Jewish people. ti It went on; 

this statement assumes that th~ Jews al though ident;i.tied with the 
li.fe ,o.t many nations fot- oenturies are in fa.et a peopla without 
a country. We hold that ,1ewiah people are and ot rtght ,ought to 
be at home in all lands .•. , Jews in Alnerica are pa.rt of the 
Am$ri:can. n&.tion ••.• We believe that our SUfflvar as ~ people 
:ia depend.13nt upon the assertion and. the maintenance of our histor-
1e religious role and not upon 1.he a.e~ptanoe of Palestine as a 
homeland of the Je1deh people.. • • • 24 

It should be noted here that at no time ti'a.8 the Reform move­

ment completely, united in its opposition to Zionism. From the begin­

ning such prominent Re:f'om rabbis as Bernard Felsenthal and Stephen 

s. Wi.se wre supporters of Zionism. And as the years uent by the 

bl.'eakS in Reform anti ... Zi"o-nim became 1nore and mere pronouncecL. The 

most cont.roversial of these Ct.Wle in 1907 when Prot'os.sors Henr.Y Malter, 

?.fax Margolis and Max Sebloessinger resigned from their pooitioll$ at 

the Hebrew Union College ostensibly because they were not allotied to 

el..'l)NSf.'I their Zioniet sympathies.. 2S 

2hibid., {1918), pp. 133--34, 137. 
~ 

25see N .. W~ Cohen., rtReection of Re.form Judaism, n PP• 373-81 £or 
the best aeeount of this controversy. See the .following volU.Dles and 
pages of the Central Conference of' .American. Rabbis' Yearbook for. pro,. 
Zionist syrnpathies, Vol •. XV,O:, PP• 31, 81J Vol, XXVI, PP• i;J2,, 135 ... 36,. 
l2S...39; V'ol. XXVIII, p. 135; Vol. mx, pp. 299 ... 300; and Vol~ XXX, 
PP• 107, 142 .. 43, lSl-52. 
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Hebnw Union College, a.a an institution, however, remained 

tim in its anti-Ziontst position through 1920. When Isaac M. Wise, 

who was then pras-ldent of the College:, openod the academic year of 

18971 he comraentedt 

Talmud Tol:"ah is the currieulum of thia college .. We mnt teachers 
ot Judaism. Judaism_. we eay., and not nationalism, Judaism and not 
Zionism, Ju.ds.i.sm and not Measiahiram of any kind; that eternal 
Judaism which is not tied down to a certain piece ef land here or 
there, or to a

6
certain form of gove:rmnent and peculiar laws and 

il'lstitutione.2 

In 1920 HOO published a. S'baternent on Zionism which showed it had not 

dev.i.ated .from its earlier position: 

We declare that no one land, Palestine or any other, can be called 
11the nationa.l home tor the Jews, ••• 11 FAch land, whereof Jews 
al'8 loyal citizens, is the national h(llll.G £or those Jews. Pales~ 
tine is no,t ·our national hom~11, since we are not :now a.nd never e"'1>ect 
to be ci tben!j 0£ that land. ·' 

Reform onanted net.ropapers t1ere also firm in their anti-Zionism, 

as these two examples frem the American Israelite illustrate, In 1897 

it ~ommet'ited, 1iwe want no .flag besides the one 0£ our country, no em ... 

blem ot nationality besides the Sta:rs and Stripes. n And in 1898 there 

appeared the follmt.tng statement 1 "We a.re Jewish ~1\ll1ericasns • .. • we 

are .runerl.oans qualified by our Judaian1, not Jews qualified by our 

Arlla~owsm. 1128 

According to Naomi Wiener Cohen,. who has done the finest study 

26.rrom Da'llid Phili1)$0n• ~tena.ry Pe.Bers and Othe,;ri! (Cincinna"" 
t~-, Ohio, 1919), PP• S6--57, and quoted Initw. C-ohen, 11Reaotion of 
Reform Judaism,n P• 372* 

27 tram Hebrew Union College, Minutes o:f the Board of Govanors, 
?,Jay 25, 1920, and quoted in H'. W. Cohen, 11Reaction 0£ Retorm Judaism, " 
p .• .382. 

28quoted in Joseph P. Sternstein., »Ref'o:m Judaism and Zionism, 
189$-1904, rt in lterzl, Year Bo9k,. Vol. V, PP• 13, 16. 
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of Retorm anti-Zionism; this opposition to Zionism was based primarily 

upon Ref'om theology which held that Judaism was a religion with a uni• 

versal message.. It had a nliesion to propagate this message throughout 

the wox-ld. Dispersion was, therefore, a necessary condition for Juda• 

iam. But sl-18 fal t there ~18:re other factors in the Refonn oppoei tion 

including 

the optir.tiam of Re.form thaology--a theology which had been born 
in the i-take of e.'lltmcipation and the opening up of Amerioa~-which 
minintized the significanoe o:f anti-Semitism; the ali"'f!o~t 1•religious11 
love of Re.fQ11ll: for Amerl.ca a.a the Prami,iad. Land; the ooneonanoe of 
Reform opinion with the prevailing American thought at the begin• 
ning 0£ the t-t-rentiet,h century t.hat all imlnigrants IU\U3t become 
Alllerlca.ns in customs and ideal$ after the pattern of the older 
aettlersJ the .fear of Refonn Jews that Zioniam would endanger their 
position as loyal Americanfil~ the practical difficulties faced by 
the Zionist move.'llant. • • • 9 

Some of these factors will be diaO\leaed in the next chapter-. 

Conservative Judaism 

The Conservative movement, unlike the Refonn movement which 

originated in Gel'ma.ny1 was a thoroughly American prod.Uet. It developed, 

in. pa.rt, as a reaction to the Pittsburgh Plat.form of 1885 which deviated 

too far from Orthodoxy £or l'.lallY Jews. In the following year, 1886, the 

Conservative rabbinical training school, the Association of the Jewish 

Theological Seminary of .Alnel'iea, was founded. Its init.ial growth was 

promising, but around the. turn of the oantury it au.f.fered a decline 

dUe. to the deaths of many of its leaders. Then in 1902 Solomon 

Schechter ff.as brought f'rom England to head the faculty at the Sem:tnary. 

Sohecmteir was "perhaps the most distinguished Jewish seholar -o£ his 

29m.w. Cohen, "Reaction of Refom Judaism,n PP• .361...62, 
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generation, 1130 and he quio.kly drew suoh leading Jewish figures as Louis 

Ginzburg., Israel Friedlaender and Israel Davidson to the Seminary. 

Fram this point. on Conservatism has pwspered. in America. 

Most of the mer11be:rs of the Conservative movement were 11en­

thuaiastic supporters" of early Zionism. Newrtheless, many ha.d doubts, 

espeoiaJ.l;r that Zionism might become 11too oonoerned with material as 

opposed to spiritual. values, that the spirit of politics would supplant 

the spirit of the To3'Qh,.n31 This attitude was reflected in the Con .. 

servative lay a.ssoeiation, the Uni~d Synagogue of America.. At the 

1917 oonvention it rejeot.ed the resolutiou, 0 Be it Resolved, That the 

United Syna.gogu.e of America joins with the Zionists throughout the 

wcrld in voicing the elaim to a legally :recognized and internationally 

secured hQm.eland for the Jewish people in Palestine. 11 And it passed 

the resolution which reaffirmed 11itl!J . .faith in the :fulfillment of our 

ancient Zionist hope in the early :restoration o:r Palestine as the 

Jewish homeland as the means for the consummation o.t' the religious 

ideals of Judaism. 032 It rejected the politioal support but 1Vavel"ed 

the idea. 'l'his attitude was re.fleeted in the opinions of the Con­

servative leadership and especially in those of Solomon Schechter. 

30Theodore Friedman, 11Jewish Tradition in 2oth Century 
.Amerleai The Oonservati.ve Approach," in Jewish Li:t"e in America, ed. 
by Theodore Friedman a.tid Robert Gordis (law Yorit:'fforlzon :Press, 
195.5), P• 51-

.31Moshe Davia, The 11in~r~ence of Conservative Judaism: The 
RistoriQa.l School in 19th Cent • Amel"ioa (Ph:Lladelp'f.i:ia: The Jewish 
.P\i ·• ··cation Soo::i.ety o Amenoa, 63 , P• 270 • 

.32Herberl Parzen, "Clonservat:i.ve Judaism and Zionism (1896-
1923), A Documentaey Account, 11 in He1·zl Year Book,. Vol. \7!, pp. 315 ... 21. 
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As indicated, Schechter was easily the intellectual and spirit­

ual leader of Conaerv,atism.. His thought concerning Zionism stressed two 

ma.in points. He believed Zionism IllUSt be religious and not secular in 

or:i.entation. In fact, he at first re.fused to join the Zionist organi­

zation because it was too se~ular • .33 But he also felt that Zionism 

was at the very core of Judaism and that, its secular leadership not­

withstanding, it was serving as an effective cheek on assimilation. 

The first view governed his attitude before 1905, the year in 

which he joined the Zionists. In this period he saw Zionism a.s stri t .. 

ly a political organization, and he felt that what Juda.ism needed most 

was a. spiritual uplifting. In late 1898 he expressed it, this way: 

'!'he .fa.et is that the great danger threatening Judaism is not 
oom.i.ng f:rQnt the poor and pa:rseeuted~ Judai$m bas survived many 
a massacre, and was only strengthened by it. It is the majority 
0£ the prosperous classes with their indit.ferance, with their rage 
£or a.asimila:bion, with their aping the Christians, which furnishes 
the church wlth new converts and destroys Judaism. To provide 
these classes with a Jew.i.sh eountcy--or rather to convert their 
cosmopolitan homes into Jewish homes, is 111uoh more important than 
to discov.e:r a new continent for the Russian emigrants ...• I am. 
deeply eonv-lnced that you cannot sever Jeldsh nationality from 
Jevish religion. The destruction of the latter lr.i.ll end in the 
destruction of the fomar. Zijflism must begin at home 1£ it really 
\>ti.Shes to be a. power .for good. 

By 1905, however, s~heehte:r was beginning to view Zionism with 

more eympathy. Following his joining the Zionist organization he .felt 

compelled. to write an essay explaining his change of position. This 

essay appeared the next year under the title, 11Zionism: A st~tement, 11 

33Bernard G. Richards, nF.trst Steps in ZioniSl'll,11 in~ 
Year Book, Vol. V, P• 367. 

34quoted in Norman Bent'l-.-.:ich, Solomon Schechter, A Bio ra 
(Philadelphia: The Jewish Publication Society o America., 193 , 
p. 312. 
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and. quickly became~one of too ce:nt:ral documents of American Zionism. 

In this essay Soheehte:r stated that ha felt that Zionism 11wi.ll prove, 

and i:;i al»eaey proVing a; n1ost wholesome oheck" on assimilation. 35 He 

had changed his mind. a.bout ZiOni.$Ill because he had eoma to believe that 

the poli:tio~l. effort. was paying oft in that spiritual uplifting he 

tho;lght so necessary .. 

Cyrus Adler., who became president of the Seminary 01, Schechter•s 

death in 1915, did not teel that these aide effects sufficiently cov.n­

teraoted what he disliked so mob in Zi,onism. He, like Soheohter, was 

repulsed by the seOUlarism of the lead.el•sh.i..p and its public flaunting 

of traditional pra.oticea. :Bt.1t in addition he held disdain :for the .Amer­

ican Zionist leadsrs because be felt they were opportunists., ~a.aping 

tor -0011ll'rmnal power und.er the cover of Zionism.36 The difference between 

Adler and Soheohter was that Adler never oame to .ftitel that the assets 

outwighed the debits. 

With the two spiritual lea.~rs of Conservatism thus on oppos ... 

1ng sides., it is 'l.ttlderstanda.ble that the board o:f directors Qf the 

Jewish '.rheologiesl Seminary was una.bJ.e to ~eon a position concern­

ing Zionism. 37 The oontroversy on the board was i\u'ther compli.eated 

by the .tact that ttnon-Zionists 11 Jacob Schiff and Louis Ma.J'shall sat 

011 it. 

About Conservative Judaism and Zionism it only remains to 

.35Sehechter>., 11Z:Lonisru A Statement; u PP• 94 ... 95. 

36Herbert Parzen., 11Conse-rvative Judaism and Zionism (1896-
1922);" Jewish Social studies, mn (Ootober, 1961), p. 240. 

31&:rahall Sklare, Oonservative Judaism: .An Amerl.oan ReliS:.!:'?,'::~ 
Move.ment (Glencoe,. Illinois: The Me Press, 1~5f~ p .. 192. 
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be said that in general Conservative Jews supported Zionism in greater 

pe~entages than either Orthodox or Refonn Jews • .38 They also supplied 

much of the leadership o.f the FAZ.39 Being less strict in their inter­

pretation of dogma, than Orthodox Jews, they were not aa tr-oubled by 

the religiGUS conflict with the concept of a personal Messiah. And 

being less aecul.tUl"ationist.-minded than Reform J'etfe, they were also 

less tearful of the Jewish nationali;sm in Zionism. 
I 

The "non-Zionist position :ts included in this stuey, not be .. 

cause of organization or because oi' tha number of adherents, but due 

to tbe importance and prestige of its supporters. There were, in 

.t'a.ct, veey few vocal "non..-Zionists,• and there was no organization; 

'bllt the ideas of men like Jacob Schiff, Louis Marshall and Felix 

Warburg toward Zionism cannot be excluded from consideration. P\lr• 

themore, one would suspect that durl.ng the first ·two decades 0£ the 

centlley', there were nw.ny Je-ws who .f''elt the same a.bout Zionism as these 

men did. 

Schi.ff, Marshall and Warburg had several things in comon 

which, :i:n themselves, almost define the 11non-Zionist 11 viewpoint. They 

were eaeh weal.thy, active in Jewish af'fairs, opposed to political 

Zioni.sm, large oontribu.ters to economic projects in Palestine, and pro­

ducts of t.he Ge:nna.n-Jawiah immigration. Of the three Jacob Schiff 

38Medman, ttJewish 'l'radit.ion,u p. 49; HaM)erin, Politif.)al 
World of American Zio~ism, p. 101; and Hertzberb, The Zionist fa'.ea, 
1>

1
• 55,. 4 

39Ha.ber, Odyssel of an .A.JnE,rican Zionist, fl• 99. 
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wae the most ou.tspok.en dU.rlng th& period of this study. L.euis Mar­

shall and especially F&Ux Warburg did not speak to the problem as 

mu.ch until aft.er Scbii't's death in 1920. 

• Jacob S¢h:U"i' was a very waltby llew l'()rk banker, who, a.t 

least partially because of his upbringing in a. Frankfurt ghetto, was 

deeply conscious of th& plight 0£ Elilropean Jews.40 He gave vast sums 

of money to Jewish cause.s including some de'V'elopment projects in Pal· 

est1ne,4 1 and he SU;pported the establishment or a J'ewiah cultural oen­

ter-· 1n ·Pal.est1ne,L2 but in general he held. himself aloof £:r0ffl the poli-­

tioally-oriented Zionists. lI:is opposition to Zionism centered around 

its neglect of the Jewish religion and its 8111phaSi.e on Jewish national­

ism. He thought the majority- of Zionist leaders were a.theists or ag­

no&tica who had no interest in the Jewish religion, 42 and that Zionism 

and Jewish nationalism had b&com.e S1'JlQnytnous. 44 

Nevertheless, at several points between 1917 and his death in 

1920,. he eame very close to joining the Zionists. He tavcred a Jewish 

haneland, l.>u.t he wanted this to be under l3ritish suzerainty. He op­

posed an independent Jewi.sh nation. On the surface this appeared to 

'-'Ooscar Handl.1~, AdVent~ in Freedom; Three Hundred Yflara of 
Jew.tall LU'e in America (New !orkt McO:ra"-ffill Book Company, Inc., 
t9Sli), p.' 1'.{iJ~ • 

41Cyrus Adler,. Jaco}> H. Se.hitt: His We ,and Letters (2 vols .• ; 
Garden Otty, New York: nou'Ste&i#, &ran and dompaey, ±no .. ,928), n., 
pp .. 169 ... 76. 

42New York Times, Septe111ber 12, 1918, p .. 8. Also Adler, 
Sc~t, II; P• .307. 

43Nei1 York Times, May 21, 1917, p. ll. 

44Adl.er, Sch:U'£, !I, p. JoB. 
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be in line with the aims of the Zionists, since all they wanted was a 
1'homeland,n but Sohi.f'f Could neV'er get them to state it publicly. In 

late 19l.7 he wrote to Israel ZangwiJJ, a Zionist, about this pl'Oblem: 

l: .find myself getting more and mor.e in favor ofan autonomous 
Palestine under British euzerainty, so t:ttat if, aftel" the war; a 
sufficient number of our co-religionists Will go into Pale$tine 
to make it their het!l$; in due time it would become a Jewish C<!;untr,, 
as part of the British Emp!Lre, in the same manner perhaps as the 
Transvaal is now part o.f G:reat Brit.a.in. Leading Zionists here tell 
me that tbie is all they are really aspiring to;- yet 'When I ask 
them, •Will you make a ,clear publie declaration to that effect?• 
I meet, 11' not 'With a refusal, with all kind.S of badging and ex­
plaining wl\Y' this should not be done, and thus l .t"lnd my-5,elf' again 
and again taeing the question 0£ the reestablishment o.t a Jewish 
1tldepend.$nt nation in ;rnl.ast:J.ne, :whieh is neither practicable 
nor desirable.lo , 

It wae the.Zionists• refusal to make this statement that. kept.Soh:iff 
1

lr0tn joining.4° 

Sclrl..f.f could not join the Z1onistB as long as they were 

stnving £or an independent Jew.tab nation, since he ~alt that this 

would jeopardize tbe e.i.tieenship of all Zionists should they $1leeeed. 

Ht did not believe that :i.t wae poasil>le to maintain allegta.nca to two 

countries and thus he ecmcluded,. nspeaking as an .Amerio.an, I ttannot 

for a moment concede that one. oan be a.t the s8llle time a true American 

and an honeet. adherent of the Zionimt Movement. rr41 

In January, 1920,. shti>rtly before: his death,. Schiff wrote to 

Paul Nathan·clari.t'ying his position on Zionism: 

l'ou will perhaps be interested to hear direet from me that I am 
not a mel1Ull$r of the Zionist Organieation., and that my relations 
lo Zionitltio wrk are lilnited to this extent, I am sympathetic . 
tG the ~habUita.tion ot Palestine, with a view to the establish ... 
ment of' a Jewish h~eland under the aegis of Great Britain, bu:t 
l am as ll~tle as evar . inter~ste\gn political Zionism and the 
establishment of a Jewish mation. 

4~quoted in Ibid., p, ,;310. 

41 quoted in Ibid., p. 16S. 48quoted in Ibid.; p~ .320. '--:-' 
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Sehi.f'f felt so strong a tie with his.tellov Jews thl.1t he was able to 

aUppOrt the means of Z1on1mu without accepting its ends. He was able 

to give large sums of 1ii0ney to support the 'Zionists' projects in Pal­

estine., bu.t he .teared the e.on£'licts that would result .fo1~ American 

Jews 1f a Jewish natiGn wox;e esta.bUahed. 

Louis Marshall was a prominent and wealtb;r lawyer, who, like 

Schiff., wa.s a Conse~t,~ 'V'8 Jew. In his thi.nld.:ng a.:n emphasi.a Cfln be 

noticed. on the religiou-s benef'1te ot Zionism 'Which sound$ m.uah like 

$olom()n Seb8ahte?". The~ is el.so an explicit support o.f Eoonomio 

Zit:;J!lliSlll., but a. total .rejection or Political. Zionism. In the early 

dqs of the movement.., however, he was more prone to dismias the politi .. 

cal aspect as ~ractioal while .tavori.ng the other two m4nifestations. 

It! a l.etber he wrote in 1901 re.t\lsing an invitation to speak at a Zionist 

meeting he said the tollow:t.ng, 

While! sympatbiz:a -heartily with evecy-movement which tendfa to 
ameliora1ie the co~dition of our co-religionitJts,, l: bave been u.n .... 
able to convi.nee myeelt 'tiha.t the nationalistie movement represent ... 
ed by the Zionists possess.es any element of practicability. 1'he 
racial aepeot o.f Jude.ism does not appeal to me a& -strongly as does 
the :religious aide, and, mu.ob a.s ! have been in,p.-nwsse.d by the en­
th.U-siasm r,f Herzl, No-rdau and Zangwi.ll in respect to the Palestin­
ian re.ptoration, I can vi~ it merely in the light of a }l)Oet1s 
dt'ea.tn.49 

Despite the faet, 'that by 1919 the Zioni/Sts bad show that their 

idea was not so imp:raot:tou, Ma1"shall h~d not eba.nged bi$ mind about 

Zionism, He st'.1.11 had no intention or supporting it. But he did see 

a0tne good cf)ffling trom it-t 
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I am not in favo!' of a. Jewish state and. never ha~ been. I am 
not a Zionist and bave no intention of joining the Zionist Q:rgan­
iza.tion. tlowe,rer I have always strongly sy.m.pathized with certain 
phases ot· Zionism, those which tended to stimulate interest in 
Judaism among Jami who wo'Uld. otherwise have been entirely indif­
ferent to Jewish history, Jewish li.fe and Jewish traditions. It 
haG brought l'Da.ny Jew who had stra_yed f:rom the .fold ba.ck to the 
House of Israel, and it has also tended to develop a eympathetic interest among non-Jews with the poetic aspirations ot those whose 
am.bi tion it has bean. to rehabilitate Palestine. . . . My great desire is to bring abo:u.t the emanoipat'.1.on of the Jews, to help them :9.ttain their oiv.U, religious and political rights, and, aa far as 
the Ea.stern World is concerned, to obtain group rights ti' other nationalities residing :Ln the same States a.re accorded those r:i.ghts.50 

Felix Warburg, the t11Qn .. in,-law of Sehl.££ and also a walthy 

banket:>, remained almost entireJ.y out of the Zionist contJ?Overs,-until 

a.tter l920J 'but ha was ai:,tive in support; 0£ Economic Ziom.sm duri.ng 

Wol'lld Wu J: as chair.man 0£ the Joint I>istribution Committee which dis­
bursed funds for emigration to Palestine in. addition to providing money 

£'or economic projects within Pale$'tine. In 1919 he was asked to sign 

an anti-.Zionist petit.ion which woUld be sent to the Paris Peaoe Con­

.ferenqe. And in a rare statement of bis views on Zionism he replied 

that while he was opposed to a. Jewish State: iri Palestine, he would 

not ngn the petition bec;Quse,. 11I hate to take our Jewish differenee 

beto-re th& State Depa:rtment. ,tt~1 wa~ thus put himsel.£ in the aame 

camp as Sohit"f and Marshall.. He .favored and even worked £or Jewish 

emigration to Palestine, and he helped build inl:'ft1,.tutions there; but 

he opposed e:lltablishing a. Jewish State and, t-heretore, he opposed 

the organized Zionist rf'10\l'ement. 

~Oquoted in Il?id., PP• 723-24. 

$1 Felix Warburg to Max Senior,. Jarruary 17; 1919, American 
Jelfieh Are,hivee, Cincinnati, Ohie, W~burg MSS, l\lox l88a., 11Zionism .. 11 
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Sooialism 

In addition to the three Jewish seots--Orthodox, Ref'om, and 

Oonservative--and the 11non-Zionists,n there was the Socialist group. 

The Socialists, tr1ost of' whom wre :ztecent imrn1grants from Russia and 

Baa-tern Europe where the.re existed a highly sophisticated level of 

eocialist and Marxist thinking, made up a fascinating group. In tact, 

their theories were highly developed on both &ides or the Zionist 

question. While some oi.' the Socialists were passionately- anti-Zionist, 

others were just as fervently pro--Zionist.· 'l'he pro-Zionist Sooi.a.lists; 

or simply Socialist Zionists, 'W8r-e organized into a grotl;p called Poale 

• Zion. The anti-Zionist Socialists, or simply Socialists, since they 

identif'ied With the international socialist movement, w~e never or­

ganized except ae they joined the broader J,meriean pe.rties- ... the Social­

ist Lahor Party or the Socialist Party. 

The J~sh Socialists followed the thinking of the interna .. 

tional movement. When it came to the question ot anti.Semitism and 

·persecution, they thought tha.t the only way to end it entirely was to 

eliminate all nationalisms and all prejudice baaed on dii'f'erences, 

and the way to accomplish this was through international eooialiam.~2 

While Zionists were zealously working f'or 11the maintenance of the sacred 

tOl'lgue, the preservation ot the ancient faith, the regeneration ct the 

national feeling, and the restoration of the Holy Land,-1• Jew.18h Social ... 

ists were laboring i"or ttthe rejection of the antiquated $peeeh, the 

QQOJ.ition ot the old--time creed, the dissolution 0£ the national oon­

ecj,ousnesa and all sectional boundaries, and the eetablis•nt ot the 

52Saw. Beaumont, "Zionism or Socia.lismt Which Will Solve the 
Jewish Quetstion?" The Arena, XXXIX (Januar.y., 1908)., PP• $7 ... $8. 
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Cr>operative commonweal.th art.er the dream Gt the bl"Qtherhood of :man .. 1,53 

Though soeialimu did not succeed as well among American Jewish 

1nmligrants as one might expect, eonsidarlng the .fact that they smved 

from Russia and F.aetern Europa where ~ociali.st ideas ivere SpX"'eading 

rapidly- among the workers and Jews,54 it neverthele-as _did make an im­

paot in t:ne largG city ghettos. ThEtn W$2'$ otmsta.nt.ideologieal argu .. 

ments between the Socialiats and Zi.oni.sto over the beat solution to the 

Jewish Proolen,..S5 Polemical. pamphlets and booklets could be .fi)lirld in 

m, the Jewish bookstores in New York Oity iniilluding a tiddish pamphlet 

on 11Zionism or Soo1al.ifil!l11 which contained s~temente such as this one: 

"The intelligent workere cannot be ~lit1dedJ the3' knew that Palestine 

would onl:, mean mote poveri.;r; that the col.onies now existing there bat"e 

.never been self-supporting; that hope tor them lie$ only in uniting 

with the to1le!'S of tlle world ~d demanding the t'ul.l fru.it-s ot e.U 

their labor. n.56 

The Socialists equated tbi Jewish problem with the great social 

problem tha.t confronted ··l!Ul mankind.. The perseO\ltion a:nd opp~seion 

auf'fered by the Jews was no different from that suttered by- all opp~s ... 

)>Be~ard G. Riohardtl, t1Zionism and Soeialism, 11 ,The Al'eM;, nn (March, l?Ol); P• 278. - -

.54aosenb&rg, America is Piff'erent, PP• 83-64 .. Rosenberg a.t. 
tributes this to the :f'ac't ·tfui't moet o1' U'iese Je1dsh iml:nigrs.nts 'Were 
sons tU'ld gita.tJdsone ~merchants and scholars and thus had a middle elass 
dl-lve.. In tnodsm psycbologica.l temblology tbei:F re.fere!l4e group was 
the middl.e class rather than their £allow workers.. In ad.di.ti.on they 
bad the aavantage over the other i.mmigrarits, who were pr:i.marlly of 
peasant Qri.gin, of bAV'lng come f1"0tll ciM.-es. 

~;RiehardS, 11Zionism and SeeialiSni, '1 P• 279. 

~6ibid. , PP• 284-8~ • -
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eed groups.. The poor, of whatever nationality, have always been 
11daninated over, oppressed, haraeeed, denied the right to live, and 

robbed 0£ the £ruita of their labor." To the wealthy, be they Christ­

ian or Jew, ever:, country has been t.beir Palestine. It hae been social 

inequality and the unjust social 8'3'-stem that has been at the bottan of 

all the evil. The Jew cannot ese:aipe this by running away. Even in 

Palestine the -,al.thy' Jews eJ!i!lOit the poor Jewe. 11Both Zionist and 

antJ. .. Semite stand against the goal of human brotherhood. . The sal va ... 

tion of the Jm.sh people lies in the salvation 0£ tbe world. 11>7 To . 

prove their eas the Jet1.'1sh Sooialiets po~nted to the fact that only 

in the international revolutionary movement had the J-ew been accepted 

on equal tema. He was able to achieve places of honor in even the 

oost Jew ... baiting eou.nt;riea. Ha.dn•t Singer, Bernstein and Adler served 

u Socialists in the Reichstag.2 Didn't Dreyfus find his greatest sup­

port among the Socialiffts158 

'!'he Jettl.sh Socialists in Ameriea tnade much out 0£ the devel­

oping 8itua.tion which saw Jew-lah capital and Jewish labor direetly 

ta.clog each other. nThe phenomenon of a Jewish capitill,t e:x;ploiting 

a Jewish worker lent credence to tbe contention that Jewish workers 

and Jewish capitalists miwt necesaa.r:Uy £ace each other tram opposite 

Sides ot the .tence." Jewish Sooialist leaders were at fir-st succees­

.t'ul in eonvineing Jewish workers that 11Zionism. was an r.mt1 ... 1abor de­

vice, sel"V'ing the interests of ·the wealthy Jewt,. nS9 But tour f'a.etors. 

~7Ibid,, PP• 280-81. -
S8Ibid., p. 283. -
S9Feinstain, Amer.Lqan Zionism, p •. 228. 



were to change this conoeption among the 1-»rkers and ware i;o make 

those Socialists who supported Zioni.S.m the :fa:19 more dynamic .foNe. 

l!efond question, 'th.a Kishinev massacres of 190) was the most 

Significant 0£ these £actors. The :report that Christian t-ro.rkers had 

part,ieipated in the at.taelt:s against thei,r· Jewish 11brc>t.bera1• caused bed.­

lam to r&i~ in the Jewish qua.rt.er of New York .. 6o ManF 0£ the Jewish 

Sooialists $111Grged from this event eomrinced et the need 0£ a Jewieh 

Socialist o~zatiQn combining the philosophies and aspirations ot 

Socialism and Zionism.. 6'1 Other f QotorS' e1"8ating supJ)l:)rt for this need 

were, the r.tsing anti ... Semitiam manifesting itself 1n gang attacks on 

Jews on Ooney Ialand, the East Sia anlll other .aeet:teyns of 11Jew Yo:rk and 

in Ohio.ago and other large cities; a developing awarenesi;i that a his­

tone Jewish movement was t.aldng :t"Oot with promise of flUC,cess; and a 

growing rea.J.igation that many oft.hose worldng for the Zionist movement 

were,. in tac-t, ®t 1'8presenta.'lii-ves ot capitalism, but :rather men ot 

moderate means and in many eases poor dedicated people. 62 

The tirat Soo:ialist Zioniat group established in .Ame:riea was 

Ohave Zion in 1900. It was small but oarved to lay the groUlldwork 

tor Poale Zion which emerge.cl in 1905. 63 Poale Zien di.d aot de.m:onatrate 

a rapid growth, but its g~wth wae $"tead;r ~nough so tbat ~ 1919 it 

had six thousand members. 64 And its, influence was great enough among 

&>tabor Zionist HandbQok (New York: Peale Zion Zeire Zion ot 
Ar¢&rl.ca., 1939) ,: 'p. sli. 

61Feirtatein, .•doan Zioni~, P• 286,. 

6210:td • ., p. 229. 6Jn,1d., p., 2,31 .. -
64Nachman Syrkin, 11The Eleventh Poale Zion O.onvention,11 

a'he J'lacea'bae$Jl'l1 XXXII (January, 1919), P• 23 .. 



Jewisb workers so that in 1918 the l3al.f'our DeQlattation gained the ''en-
. . 

thuaiaetio endorsement• t 0£ the Am.aJ.gamated Clothing Workel"S and the 

International.Ladies• <lament Wox-ke?l's, the two most powe;t".f'ul Jewish 

labQr uniona.6$ 

socialist Zionism had its roQts in Eurepe .... ti:rst in the wr:ttinae 

o£ Mos&e Hess (Rome and.Je~salem. 1862), and later in the works of a . . • 

large nuniber of men including Nachman Syrkin a.nd Ber llo:roahov .. 66 In 

the early twentieth century the philosophy was incorporated into the 

movement, Poale Zion. This organi.ea.tion manifested iteelt in a numbe1• 

of different we.ye, generally mo-re r$di.eal in the eastern eountrles and 

less radical in the western. In the United States :Poale Zion did not 

():.ffioially adopt any dogma.tie: e.ooialist pla.tfom. Cont:raq to the more 

n.d1oal. Easta:m European variety, it did not make historical m.aterlal• 

1am the starting point tor Zionia but assumed nationalism and social­

ism to be 0two distinctly diffa~nt eurl"ents running in parallel lines 

through bistor,r, each having ite QWl'l .function and its own reason tor 

$d.sten.r:e. rt67 

The program ot the A,meriCat'l Poale Zion was le.id out at the 

l'Jal tituOre c·onv•ntion i~ l.90S: 

Zionism: 
(a) Whereas the welfare of mankind is dependent upon the creative 

powers of its o.onrponent nations~ 

(b) Whereas the creative powel"s of a. nation aN dependent on 
its forming a. m.ajori.ty in a specific territory, 

_ 6,SHan-y 1'ogot£., !Ji, EaS.t. Side ~ie.: The Lite and Work, of_ ~ezer 
ton®:n (New York: The. Vanguard Press, J)),. P• 121., 

661,a.bor Zionist Handb(!ol(. 

67 A .. S.. WaldS.tein, 11Radioal Movements in Zionism, 1• The Maocialmea.n, 
XI (AllgllSt.1 19o6),. P• 85. 
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{ c) And whereas creative powers of a nation can be aphieved only 
in a territory li'ith which it has historic tie,s; there.fore, we 
embrace Zionim t-mieh a1zn,s to oreate £or the Jewish pe.ople a 
homeland, secured by publi,e law, in Palestine. 

And som&what further on, ~de.r ''Socialism., n the program &teitedt 

We recognize the injustice or the existing social order which is 
based on private property and oompstition, in which a non-p:ro­
~ti,re minority expl.o1ts the working majority. We a.re certain 
t.1lat all $.ttempts hitherto to refonn these evils are only pal.lia• 
ti ves 'Wf:deh cannot emancipate mankind. lhancipa.tion can be achieved 
only through a. soe:Lallst society. Al.though the evil ef'f"ecta ot 
the eld.sting order are not limited to one clasl;il, but af'"tlict all dtJ 
mankind, n~verthelesa Q8gY the working class, which suffers most, 
can emancipate mankind.. • 

In short the program ct Poale Zion, and of Socialiet Zionism, 

ean be summed up in two sentences, 

The Jewish J>$ople, if it is to be like all other peepl.ee, must 
haw a hOtll$ o:f its own whe,:,e it ea.n be master- of 1. t$ de&tiJ13'.. 
If man is to be f'il"ee, be must atri ve for a. societ1 ~eh -eliiilinates 
alave:ey and e,xploitation--the eeoiet-y of socialism. •• 

Ths SQe:i.alist Zionist. aawno eonnict between these.two ideas .. Ea.oh 

seemed to be necessary for Jewish sumval and for a 'better Jewish 

enstence. 

The eol'lfiiet th~t raged between the Jewish Socialists and the 

Secialist Zioniets iwas one over the meaning of Social18M1 not of 

Ziom.am~ Both ag110ed that Zionism was Je1-dsh nstion~i$m. The one 

f'o~d it unacceptable fc,r the Socialist; t~ othel"' .tound it mandatory 

for the Jew. In the en4 conditions, not ideology, ma.de Soeialist 

Zionism the maN relevant. 

Under the tire· of debate, ea.oh of these five ~roupe £orged 

ideologieaJ. positions which best. met their own situation. Eaeh was 

66~00:r Zioni.s-t JJandbook, pp.. $9•6o, 

69:[bid., P'• 28. -
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Jearohing tor a tnOl!"e secure. livelihood, and was thus motivated. in its 

~a-otion to Zionism. Amari.can Orth~ and soc1eJ.ist ·Jetts wey;;e genez-... 

ally poor immigrants. For them Zionism. meant hope; but in order to 

realize this hope, the one was .f9roed to rei.:nte:rpNt its theology and 

the c,tber its ideology. Retom and 1•non ... zion1stn Jewi, were .substan ... 

ti.ally acoulturated into berioa.n sooie:ty:. For them the Zionist move-­
mnt was a threat. Zionism meant Jewish nationalism; and Je'Nish nation­

alism. meant a. eonfllet of allegiance .. Amerio.a was the 11h.omeland11 foI" 

these Jews. eonserva.tive Jews £ell in between. In general they wera 

m.Qre a.<>cultura:ted than Orth-Odox and Socia.list Jew ~d lees so than 

Refotm. lf'hey supported. Zionism in la:rge nmnbers, but not flo much tor 

the "betnelandtt .aspect aa £0r its revital1-aing e£tect on na.a~imilated 

Jeu.u 



CHAPTER V 

INDIVIDUAL CONTROVERSIES OVER ZIONISM 

Zionism was a. dynamic movement. It challenged the sta;tus S'22,. 
and it did so with a positive alternative. But there were many who, 

tor one reason -or anothe:ra, we.re committed to the etat'18 guo, or who 

believed for one reason or anQther, that the Zionist solution was in­

compatible with their own eonception of Judaism. And there were others, 

as we have seen with the Jewish Socialists, who proposed a dli'ferent 

alternative. '!be last chapter outlined the major group attitudes 

t.oWal"d Zionism. But many 0£ the controv&i:-sies drew support .from across 

g.roup. lines. It is therefore necessary to look at these individual 

controversies. 

Since Zioni.sm was aimed at changing the existing situation, 

it was .first attacked by the anti-Zionists and th.en defended by the 

Zionists. For each of the separate controversies the anti-Zionist 

oharge,,s will be examined first, followed by the Zionist de£enses and 

oounteroha.rges where they oeourred. 

_Zionism Creating a . Oontliot o~ ~leg;cm.ce 

Without any doubt the controversy th.at drew the most atten­

tion was the one centered around patriotism or loyal t:, to country. 

Zionism was charged with creating a conflict of allegiance. 1 The 

1Ja.strow, Zionism and the J;uture of Paleatine, pp. 120 .. 31. 

$5 
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charge was expressed clearly by Ralph P. Boas who felt that "with Zion 

an independent State every American Jew must beccane a Zionist at.Id take 

the responsibility for the aots of Zionists., or $ind some other :name 

than Jew.02 Morris Jastrow was equally adamant: "It is impossible to 

belong to two countries, and i':t one makes the effort, complete a.tta.oh­

ment to one must necessarily be irnpaired.113 

Many Jews who were prominent in public 11.fe felt compelled, 

as a reaction to the implications of Zionism, to stress their loyalty 

and the loyalty o:t their fellow Jews. Simon Rosendale, a former Attor­

ney General of New York, wrote to his Congressman: 

We a.re Americans by nationality and in our interpretation ot Juda.­
ism there is neither doctrine nor dogma of Palestinian nationalism. 
If there were, we w0uld reject it as inconsistent with untainted 
.AmericaniSill. We :J;"e.t"use to have any other nationalism thrust upon 
us. We will have no Pales~inia.n nationality p.rimarily or secondar­
ily, directly or remotely.~ 

Another public figure, Representative Julius Kahn of Califor­

nia, wrote in an article for the New York Times, nx lmow that I voioe -the sentiment ot the overwhelming number of Jews in this country when 

I say unreservedly we a.re content to live here and to die here; that 

we intend that 'bhie oountey shall always be our homeland and that of 

our ehildren.nS And Henry Morgentha.u wrote in a letter to the New 

Yc:>rk Times that Jews 'kre 100 percent Americans, and wish to ren1E:\-iln so, 

irrespective 0£ the tact that some of our blood is Jewish and same of 

QUr clay is German, Russian, or Polish. To us and our ohildren Amer-

2New York T.unes, December 16, l917, IV, P• 4. ·-

3Jastrow, Zionism and the Future of Palestine, pp. 120-21. 

4New York Times., December 22, 1918, III, P• 10. 

5rbid., February 16, 19.19, vu, p. 7. -
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ioa, too, is veritably a Hqly Land.116 

In 1907 Jacob Scbitt wrote a letter to Solmon Schechter in 

which he raised the problem of dual loyalty. He said t.hat, ttspem.."ing 

as an American, I cannot £or a moment concede that one can be at the 

same time a true .American and an honest adherent ot the Zionist Move­

ment. 117 The latter tims :r"eprinted in the Septembar issue of The Mao ... 

cabtl~an and was answered by Harry F.riedenwald, who was then president 

0£ the Federation 0£ American Zionists, He began by expressing resent­

ment at 11being taunted with disloyalty to .America., 1t and by re.P11d1-

ating the imp11ea.tion beoauee, 11t1e kn.ow and £ee-l that it icS not true. 11 

Ha then pointed out tha..t·Beb1.t'f was in effect branding as disloyal 

every Jew who :t'&Oites daily thoae ageless prayers of longing for a 

homeland and a return: 

U Mr. Schiff is cornet, there is one conclusion hom whiQh there 
is no escape, that JudaiStn and Americanism are incompatible and that 
the Jew who believes in the Judaism, that has been the religion, 
the hope and the life of our people d\lri.rig many centuries, cannot 
be a 0 true American." For Mr. Sohi.ff will certainly not olaim 
that the Jew who e?!l! .for the. Restore.ti.en is entitled to the Ml 
degree of t1true American,n tnle he who believes or hopes or wrks 
fo~ its realization is notl 

But Friedenwlild did little more in his reply to Schiff than 

• rurthe:r elaborate the problem. One possible answer to the charge had 

been voiced thme years earlier by Cyrus Sulzberger. He wrote. in !e!, 

f,f.acc~ba.ean that he could see no difference between A1!lerioans, Jewish 

6repr1nted in. ffen.ry Morg~nthau and Frent;:h ~rother, All in a 
We-time (Garden Oity,. New York: Doubleday, Page & Company, 1922), 
p .• 290. The letter was dated December ll, 1917~ 

7Adler, Sohi.tr. n, p. 16$. 

8The Maecal!>ae:an, XIII (September; 1907), p. 121. 



or Christian, helping the Cu.bans gain their independence from Spain 

and Americans, Je'Wi.sh or Clw,tstian, helping the Jews establish a home­

land in Pa.le$tine. In neithex- cas,ll he felt., did it imply disloy-alty 

to the United states.9 

Rabbi Max Heller took a di.f.ferent tack in defending the 

Zioniets• loyalty to the United States. He appealed to the a.ttested 

Americanism of the men and women who did support Zionism: 

To sa:y now that Zionism is un .. American is to impeach the judge­
ment, as to .Ameneani:am, ot men like 'l'heodore Roosevel:t and Wooti­
row Wilson; is to denounce as traitors men like Justices Brandei~ 
and Mack, Nathan Straus and Felix Frankfurter, women like Mary 
Fels and Henrietta Szold. In the ranks or our al"l1(Y' the majority 
ot the Jewish soldiers are arderth Zionists; o£ our Jewish cha.plains 
who have volunteered for the religious work in Europe, £our-fi:!'ths 
are Zionists. 10 

·The problem was tackled more aoncrete:t;y by Judge Julian_ Maok 

and by 1..ouis Brandeis. Mack, who was to become president of the FAZ 

in 1918, spoke to the issue before th.e E,ceeutiva Committee of the .Amer­

ie.an Jewish Committee in 1915: 

, •• I ha.ve been sympathetic with the national idea, with the con ... 
ception of the Jews as a nationality and I have beCClile satisfied 
with the aims ot the Zionists. I have not, I never had, the slight­
est £ear that any of those ideas will make the Jews of this country 
any lees- good Americans or that there is such a conception as a. 
political nation within the Asnenca.n nation. The only eonoaption 
ot nationality that ! can $ee is that of the Jews as a people. 
there is no dit.terenae in rrro-mind between the nationality of the 
Jews ot this oountvy and the nationality of the Germans and the 
Irish ct this oountr,r., and the £act that we claim that we belong 
to a people is exactly the same as the claim of the Gennans that 
they belong to the Getman people and makes them none the les.s 
American. 1 t 

9Cyrus Sulzberger, "Patr.Lotism Md Loyalty,.•• The Maccabaean, 
VI (Februa17, 1904), PP• 8)...84. 

1~ Heller,; n.AXnericanism and Zionism, 11 Tpe Maecabaean, 
XXXll (March, 1919), P• 70. 

11 quoted in Moses Rischin, 11The American Jewish Committee and 
aoniam, 1906-1922, 11 in ~erzl Year look, Vol. V, PP• 287-88. 



What Mack was doing, of Oo\ll"se, was claiming that for the Amer.lean Jew, 

the Ameriea.n na:b-ionality and the Jewish nationality were not or the 

S$lll$ quality .. On another oce.asion he .t'1rther developed thif!! line ot 

tbinld.ng. He b~gan, in £net, by agreeing with the anti•Zioniat eharge 

tiha:t a man could owe his political allegianoe to ottiy &ne coutrt.ry; 

Buit a kinship he may have With two or e-v-en several peoples. In 
other words, some loyiU.t.ies.., like tmt of citizenship or o:f :reli.­
gion a.'1"8 single and e.xclusiV$; others, like that based upon a. 
cQlll!Km ci v.tlization or upon affection, rimy be manifo.ld. A t31'Ue 
man ought to be and is no lese a dutitu.l son because he becomes a 
taithtul huaband, or later an at!'ectionate. fa:t.tier; tor him there is 
no i:noompatibi.lity between these three relations. Indeed, on the 
contrary, just because the loyalty o£ love is not single and exclu .. 
si~, each bra.nob of it should. be strengthened by t~ •strengthen­
ing of evsry other branoh,. The mo:te ®voted a man is as a husband, 
the better he should be as a aon and a father. SintU.arl.y, a man 
~ have an inherited ld.nship with one people and yet, in the .ful.,. 
leat. sense, have maete himself' part and pax-cel of another people. 
S"Jmpa.t~ with the i~s of the Jewish people t!tllll but intensify 
the devotion of the American Jew to .Amer.Lean ideals because there 
is essential. agreement ~tween them.12 

Tll.is la.st point of Mack's was developed moire thoroughly by 

Brandeis, 

tet no American imagine that Zionism is inconsistent w.i.th Patrio't..­
iam-. Multiple l01alties ~ objectionable only- it they aw inoon• 
sisteat. A man is a b~ttlllli' citizen e-f the lhlited Statee for being 
also a loyal citizen 0£ bis state, and o£ his cd.ty; :for being loyal 
to his fa.Tflily, and to his profession or trade; fo,r ~ing loyal to 
his college or bis l.odge.. Evex-:, Irish ... Ameri41ltl who cc:,ntrtbuted 
towards ad•aneing home rule was a better mru1 Emd a better .Ame.ri.ean 
~or the saoritic..e he made. Every American Jew who aids in ad.van-. 
-o.ing the Jwieh settlement in Palest.ins, though he fe$ls that 
n&i t.h'1i,r ha 110;,o his descendants tfri.ll ever live there, will like• 
wise be a better Mll mid a better American for doing so ..... 
There is no :1:nconsistetlQ.y-between loyalty to America and loyalty 
to JW1!1/• ••• Ind$ed, loyalty to Amer.Lea demaads rath$r that 
each American Jew become a Zionist. For only through the ermob-. 
ling etteet or its strivings can we develop the best that is in 
us at1d ijve to this country the f'ull benefit 0£ o\U' great inber­
itl.Ul(::e,. 

12&ok, Am,el?-e5nif;llll.~d,t.i.onism, P• 5. 
1 )Brandeis, 11The Jewish Problem, 11 p. 109. 
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Brandeis had mad& a complete circle. In answer to the eh.a:rge 

that Zionism set up a CQ~ict.of allegiance, a dual ~oyal.ty that was 

ineQ?TJ,pe.tible-. 111th true •rtca.nism, he :replled that a man was lllOX'e 

loyal to one nationality- tor being loyal to the ot.her. A Jaw was a 

better American for being a good Zionist, But :Brandeis had one pos ... 

Sible .fl.aw in his argument. H$ had begun with the eonditio:n., 11Mul.ti ... 

pl.e loyalties are objectionable onl.y if' they are inconsistent.," As 

I:ong as Zionism and AmerloaniSirt were striving for similar ende, there 

'WO'iil.d be no conflict.. But what it they should ever O;PP0.$9 eaeh other? 

'What J,.f .Americans and Zionists $ould ever be on opposite sides? 'Where 

:would tha Jew•s loyal.tr go than,? 

I.41:ds Brande.is was not the only Zionist who chose to avoid 

t.bis question evan while implicitly recognizing its existenee. Israel 

• Za.ngw:Ul., ir.t epeaking fl>:r tr.a possibility of having a du8J. loyalty, 

al.a() set up the condition that lo~lty to one country would preclude 

loyalty- to another onl.7 when the t'W'9 countrtes we:t'e a.t 0.dds with each 

otnt.r.14 Apparently the Zionist$ were unable, or unwill:tng to conatde:r 

any such possibility. ln fact, onl.y one ot the Amer.Loan Zionist leaders,. 

Louis Lipsky, ~cognized that theJ:'e could be no gwu,ante~ that Amer.t ... 

Canierli and Zionism would continue a~ allies. 

Lipsky had aerted as seoretary of the FAZ and as editor o£ 

·itha Maooabaean. It was his opinion tha.t. Amerl.oan patriotism and 
, ' • I 

7.ionist patriot-ism crud not help _but cont.lleti 

141srael Za.ngwill, 11Zion1sm and l,,oyal.tyjn The ~a.wan, 
VI (March, 1904), P•· 1,l). 
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h- tll.Ora definite ZieniBl!l beeomes, the elose~ its appeal, the 
bett$r ut1del'Stood itfil aims, the more :real it 1:)eoom&s to the Jett; 
the more int1ongruou~ it beoQtlle@ in th& light c,f genuine Amerlcan 
patri.ots.sm. i'he. nearer Pa.len:tne it!l brought, tbe mope, devoted 
\he American Zionist must become not to the Star@ and Stripes, 
American litecra'bU;t'et lt:te, .~d art. its eeonarrd.o W19.lfa~s, bat to 
t,}Mf blue and white tliag, and that land, which t1.t.te4'1 ou.t of the dS..m 
past and \¾'hose outlin~s bat.tU!le eve~ moli'e and mo~ distinct. 

Lipsk:r f$lt. that tM time would ome when tbs American Jew would be 

ttbeUrtd to declare lwnsell. • • eith$1" an .Ameri.can etr a Zit):nist, .• ,.n15 

llespite. the fact that Lipsky was a. Zionist at14 thought that 

~Q.l'llsn WQ'Old ereate a o.onfliot. ot· l<>yal ties; the geru:,ra.l view among 

the Zionists was that this ltas nQt the case. They bel.ifJ'Ve,d that a J~v 

eould be just aa leyaJ. .. ·or evett more loyal, to th& United States tor 

be~ a Zionist.. It was· the Sllti.,.Zioniata and 11non;..Zio1,tl.ste11 tiho h8ld 

that this <l<>nfliet ot loyal ~ies would occur·. 

ThEJ. &tom anti-Ziuniats., in e.ddl. t:Len to oppo&tng Zionisni tor 

this ~ar Nason, wn against ii tor a religious· one. '!'hey t"elt 

that, &1enism served to work against the missd..ol'l• 0£ Juda1$m. ne..torm 

J\1da;i.$m bald that the Jwa, ha• been dispersed in ot-der tq bring :peaoe 

and brotherh()od te the weQPles of the world by· :tntr.oduoing the idea ot 

a eingl.e God. The .ta.11et. two points ~ a st6ttement leaned by i1 Oontw­

enee et J\Ule,ri.ean m.,£'(11111 Rabbis me.ati~ in Philadelp?da in 1869 apelled 

thi.$ wt: · 

l. fha· Meesianic aim ot Is~ael is not the it'$·1W~a.tion ot the old 
Je1d.sb etaw und.er a descendant t>f DaVid~ involv.ing a aec~nd aepa:r­
a:1;1on trorn the nations or the e~h, but the uni~ tJf all t.he cl:d.ld­
ren Qt God in th~ c~esed.en of the unit,;- o£ God, s:o as to riali.ze 

1 >toUi:s tipAJlq, 0 Jmdah Natd.oml.±$111 and Antertoan Jt~1i:t.riot.isrn, ii 

the •¢eabae@, XIl (~h, .1907), P• lOl. 



62 

the um ty ol all l'atie.nal c.~a~'ltNS and their oall to moral sane-
1:d.tlcationi!' 
a... We lo~k upon the destNet:.i.011 ot the second Jew.i.fih. CQJJlm.C>ti• 

Wtil:bh not as a p:Uniablnent tc>r tha Sinfulness of Isl'ael,. but as a 
restdt of' the div:tne pur,pose t'eV~aled to Al>rah.am, whieh, as has 
~~@n& ewir cle~~ in the. ¢.flnl~se ot tha w<lii"ld•s bi.story, et)nsists 
lin ~- dispersion ot th.$ Jews tq all~.~· of the· ea.rtb, for t.1le 
~al:lt.!\tion . of' -their l;d.gh pl":l.estly ~sion, ~o lead the nations to 
the true knowledge and worship <,f Qod. 16 , 

~ Pittsbwlogh l?lattenn of 188$ wnt ~en further int-he de.~iM.on by 

deolartng that Refo.r.m Jews did not nexpeet" a tletlU"ll to Palestine. 17 

'rhe idea 0-f a Jewish mission we f\lrther etreseed by Rabbi 

lln.Vid Phalipson in 1896, when h$ deelib~d an invitation to parl.i.c:tpate 

in the ~eital. ot tamentaticina on Ti:iiha B•Av, a holy day mou:ming the 

:t.~ss ot Palestine,, bac~u-sa he Qons1~red the loss. 0£ that land and the 

ecatt-er:Lng 0£. the Jews, 0not ~auses for mourning, but £or wjoiciJlg 

beC$1Sa then the broo<:!a-r and greater mtssion of th$ Jews. bagan.018 

Following the e$tablisbment ot the Zionist orga.nization in 

1691, Retom Ju&u.am was thrown on the de.fensi,re ~cncern1ng the Jt,wiah 

lrli$Sion. fbis is indicated by the i."m(tUent diseusliJi()ni engaged in and 

re.soluti,otta passed b3' the Central Conference of American Ra'bbi.t:h In 

that t:lame year, 1897, the toll(IXtdJtg i"esolution was p,ae$ed unanimously 

'by tbe OCA.'111 

~@ol~dt Tha~ we totally di~E.1.pprGVe ot any attempt .. !tor. the eatab­
llsiiiiiiit Qt· a Jewish state. Sach a.ttemptla show a. tfd.wneratanding 
ot Iara.el.• s mission, wbioh tl'Qm the na~ political end :ratilonal 
field has t>ee:n exparuiEJd to the premotio~ among the wh!le humall race 
o£ the broad and umwvaalietie :religion first p;rQQla:une.d 'by the 
J~ pNphet-a •• • • 'We reaf.tirui that the -objaet of' c.Tudd.fatl'l is 

16pb11ipson, ~◊~ ~men~,, P• .3~4. 

17Prooeedint4s fl~ the, ~'t-t!~ Rabbl~eal O~re~c~,. p.. 2$. 
4 . I • . I 
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U<)t political nor national., but epitltual., and a~asee itsel.t to 
the continuous grMh et peace; j~sti'Qe and love in. the human race, 
to a messian::tq ti.me when all men wi,,ll %'8cognize that they .t'o;rn1 11 ()ne 
great bro,therhood" .t'or the establishment of Ged•s ldtigdQm.on earth,. 19 

At the 190.3 meeting of the COAR, Rabbi Tobi.As Sohanta:rber de­

li:v~~ a eonf'erenca leot.'l.U'e in which he stressed the pro-blems in the 

world, the mission of Judaism. to show the way to the so,lutiona, and the 

tailttre of Z:1.011isrn to provide the means for doing this. Sehanfarbe~ 

felt tha:b Jews umu.st continue to be a thorn 1n the @!de c,.f the world, 

an irritant.; a taetc>r and a ferment 10 modern lite. ,120' Again $.t the 

1907 l!leGtil:'lg a contenn:aeie leoture was devoted to the Reform interpre ... 

tatio11 of the Jm.ah mission., Eabbi Maurice Hams stressed that, 

n~torm recognizes nth. earnest insistence the wo!rld misaio!l ,of Juda .. 

iem.. It wol.\ld emphast~e the uni ve;rsal side of Hebrew pvophet1~. 021 

By tar the most oomp:reheneiva discussion 0£ the mission of 

Juda:iSlU va.s gi.ven by Kau..&an Kohler, p1-esident at Hebr.ew Union Ool.lege, 

in, an address to the OOAR in 1919. Entitled 11'The Mission of Is:rael and 

It$ Application To Modem '!liJnea.,,1• Kobl.er•s lectuJ!e. t.raoed the entire, 

Iti.blieal and post-Biblical religious foundation .for the mission idea.. 

tn c.01aeludi:na his e.as.q Kohler ate.ted that the aim ot Ju&uin was, 

ttnot a Church Universal, nor a uniform religion for all, .but the 

(U.v!ne truth reflected in many ~tams of bell-e£ and thought. ••• a 

r-$1.igion o-ver progressi.ve. on linea ot historical contimdty,, but new~ 

finished or &al, leading all the nations and clai,ses ot men tQ the 

mountain of God. • • • n22 

----------------------------.,. 19eentral Oonftrenee of American Rabbis, 
PP• x). ... xJ.i,.. 

20~., (l.90.3) 1 Pit 371. 21Ibid., (1907), p~ 181. -
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Closely related to this ~nt that Jew must remain diG• 

perse.d in order to fulfill t.heir mission was the id.Ga that Jflni!S OC• 

eupied a un1q'Ue pooi tion in the WQrl.d tor fuvtherl.ug int:arnatli.ona.l 

good will and peace. This view put more stress on the political natllre 

Qt tl1.e Jewish dispersion. It was not so mt1oh that Jew had a mission 

to bring peace and brotherhood to the WOl"'ld. as that Jtnrs W$.re well 

placed to actually do eo., What a pitjl'' if, at that moment of history~ 

the Jt.MJ themselves should eapit~ate to the na.t101:1aliet tida SW'eep,­

ing the WC?>ld. 

tfenry Morgenthau, thou$b 4U1te willing to emphasize his full 

fledged patriotism to America, seemed to be :bwued w.ttb some c,f this 

spin t when h$ Wl'"Ote to the New .Yoim Tim.est 

1'be lftlole world ie now moving aw:q from the emphasie hitherto 
placed on extreme na.tioM.li~ i'ba roNe$ ot inteimationallsm 
must be developed practically and a;rstematically. What an error 
i't WQUld be, at the vary ttime when th.a p~ mesaage tot.he 
world of the Jewish people and their relig.ton should be one of 
peace, brotbarhood, a.nd the intemati.ollal mind, to set up a.. lim1ted 
nationalist State and thereby ~ar to create a pl:\Ysical boundary 

.to their religious influenee.23 

The Uonistsj for their part, were quiek to ooutite:r the 1uissiotl 

t>bjeotion to Zionimn or Refom Judaism. Israel Friedle.ender was 1dlling 

to concede a Jewish miseion but~ could not understand how this pre­

eluded a Jewish nation. Fl$ wrote that the idea. that Jews have te :re-.. 

main in e:,d.le ttbaa no root. whataoever; in the Jewish past. ii 11It is 

tru.e, n he said; that 1tthe Jewish mission, or rather th& expectation 

that the principles, 0£ the Jewish R&lig:i.on will extend their influence 

over the no-n...JeW!eh w.o:rld, ie ott.en spoken ·of in the Ute,ra.turre; ct 



th.e Jews, but never 'Hith the addition that to thi& end the Jews have 

to gi~ up their own national centre." furthermore, he pointed outj 
11th& theory ot a Jewish ffiiasi.ol'l i.i entirely unknown 1I\ those eeuntnee 

where th& Jetis still live a. genuine Jewish life ••. ~ • n It is limited 

in intluence to the westem countnea where "Jews have more or less 

loosed the ties oomiecting them with their nationality, .• ,. ,,ah. 
Richard Gottheil agreed with .Friedlaender 1 pointing out that 

the whole idea of a mission ma.v be an e.."Ceroise in 11daceiving 01.U"selves:11 

Mission. .. prea.~hing and wealtb-get;ttlng ean never go hand in hand. 
Until we can let the l~at go, it is sheer folly £or us to talk .a£ 
being a nati® of pt'J.$ats. . • • With three ... fo-urths Q£ Jewry in 
dismal penury, u.md.lling to remain in such C®dition, fighting 
tooth and nail ~nst a whole world in the eftort to rl.8$ abeve 
1tJ vlth the other one ... rourth aeeld.ng a comfortable end easy lif'e 
in .•ll•Wlmlled h<>W!es and at well--suplJlied tables, what, I ask, 
hae beceme o:C the Mi1Jaion o.f Isl"a.el ?25 · • 

li\uither ori tioiSll"i ot tho mtsail.on idea eae .from two Refom 

~al>bia., Who wre al.so outs:poken Zionists. Bernard Felsenthal pointed 

out that though the idea was e. nno'ble one," lllOdern eOillffllttlications had 

~na'bled. Jwa to spread th.etJl doctrine tm:ioughout the wrld 1 and there 

was no part o£ it that wa& not al.reactr widely knew.· He went on to 

say that be .telt tbat the l'!de:sion idea was merely a. rationalieation to 

~r the aes:tmilat:l.on process and was not ba~ed on h!storJ.oal or 

theological £aot.Z6 Rabbi Max Heller was ,only slightly less harsh in 

stating, nw Reform Jns lack even the first of all x-eqUisitea .for 

~s$1onary activity in the r&l.igious field, the deep rellgiou.snes.s, 

24M.edl.aendSr, ol)ubnow•s Theo:rey-0£ JffldtJh National.ism," p. 246. 

2Saottneil, nT)le ..Mme of Zionism," p. 498~ 

26Ben:iel"d Felsenthal, "l:$~ ts Mission," ThE;l Maccaba.ean, IV 
(March, 1903); PP• l3l- .'!7 • 
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the strong contlction., the loyal observance which tit the misBionM""Y 
for bis arduous worlt. u2.7 

The Zionists 'W&re saying,, in the ti.rat place, tlu\t the%"$ was 

1:ioth:i.lJg· in the mission itl.$a that precluded a Jew:iJsh homeland; anc.i :l.n 

the second place; that even i.f ther-e ware, Refonn Judai6t:ll just did not 

have the :religious· de.d1~ation neices.flary to fulfill this mietsio~ to any 

greater degree than it .bad al~ been f'ulfilled tlU'OUgh mass comtmm­

ica'tions and personal. cimtaet. 

Zio~sm I~relllpoUl;'l 

It was this same eharse--la~Jt e£ decU.eation to relig;J.on--that 

many of tho anti-Zic;niats, Refqnu .Jews among them, levelled against 

Z1.Qtli$11,. Thus, one e>f the argument.s Zionists use-d against. Reto:nn-1 s 

mi~-e.i.on theoey was tumed right. back on tltem. Rabl>i Samuel. S0:l1Ulman, 

:tor instance, d.eclnred. in e. eel'lil'On that Zionism was an irrelig;lous 

:rnovement-. He .felt this was $> 'because Z10irl.sm, ill emphasizing Jewi-sh 

nati<>nSl:ity,. ws doing eo at the expense ot the ,Jewish spiri.t.uality)? 8 

~ method most often used, however, to show that Zionism 

was irreligious was to eite its leaderohip.. Henl and Nordau were 

known to be agnostics., and for this reason Reform rabbis .i Ht:r.sch 

• and Kau.iman Kohler among others deela.re-d their opposi t1on to Zionism.. 29 

~ Adler, a Consai'Vative Jew,. felt antipatb;r toward Zioni8ltl, for the 

27Max Heller, 11-Zionism and the Mission," The ~c:abaean. XX 
(J~, l9ll}, p. 2)1. 

aB»ew York Times, Jan-ua17 l, 1916, P·• 9 •. 

29Feinstein, Alnt,n1.ean Z1on1~ p. 163. 
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same rea!'lon..3° And Solomon Schechter, who eventually- di(l l}01n the 

Zionist lnMl"ement because it 11will do for the present," initially op­

posed. it be~ua~ it was so l.acldng in Nligion. He was ll<>t opposed to 

Jewi&h national.ism but t·ho-ught that that nationalism ·should be :f'llsed 

with ~igi.on. • 11To me, 1• he wrote, "Zi~nism. divorced trom the rel,i .... 

gioua idea is a menace,. n31 

In their de.tense the Zionists c-ould otter l;bt-tle, except as 

Rabbi Stephen s. Wise put it, "fhe, truth is that, jionism in and ot it­

salt ie nei the:r- religious nor :i.r:t'leligiotUJ. n.32,,,_ But it it waa not 1~ 

religious as many of the an-ti-Zionists claimed, and U' th:e Zionists 

WX'$ ,mw.tlling to say that it "1atit religious, then what wa~· it? What 

"lation did Zionism have to Jewish religion? Ac~ord:l.ng to ;J:sraal 

~l, ZioniSill was rt>oted in the religion and ~hat was what was im­

portant. A$ he pc,intfid out., "the Z:t.onisti-c yea.ming tor the re ... estab­

liGlnent or ouv nation has its :roots in our religion. We want a place 

that Will. be our own, wh$,~ we ean, worship in oiw mm faahicm and tol• 

low •~ut &'In' own ideals. n33 

By 190~ Solomon Scheobter had eotl1b to agr$e with Zl,mgwill on 

this point,. In tact, it was his conv.Lction that thera waamore Nli ... 

gion in Zionism than appea?'ed on the surface, that per~aded h1lll to 

. .toin~ In Jllile, 190$. he ~te tc., Bernard Felsenthal.,. 11thec>logical 

)Ofarzen, "Conservative Judaism and Zionism," p, 2-40. 

31Bentw.tch, Sch~;hter, PP• 311-lS. 

• 32St$phen s .. Wist111 l•Zionism, Religion and Amerioanism, '' _'l'he 
}~Qe.aba&an., XIVII (June, l9l6), P• la5~ 

.3.3Iar:ae-l Zangw'ill; 11Zioniam ot Today," The !ndeP!:~~nt, I.XV 
(October,15, 1908), p, 693 .. 
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reasoni kept me .fx-ont joining the mQvement. Bat I sea· that it :ts a 

genuine :ma.ni.festation of' the deepeJ:> Jewish conaeiousne~s; deeper ~r­

ha.ps than several of its.leaders "alised.u34 

For his part Riobard Gotth&.il also accepted the ides that 

Ziooism was neither religieus,.n01> irreligious. He believed that it 

was lt10re than religiouiu nzionism hale sought and bas found fol' us a. 

basis which is a broader 02:1$ than the religious one (and o.n which all 

religious distinctions vanish), that of race and of.' uationa:uty.n Silt 

~ di« not mean bY' this that Zicnimn bad lost sight -of the religious 

aspect Md SU'bst:ituted rae-e and nationality; £or he believed that Jews­

wre. naom&tbing more than a pure'l.y :religious 'b.oey. tt zion1$1; as the 

,exp.resSion ot Jetdsh natienal.iem, inolllded the Jewish religien along 

with race and na~ional.1 ty. 35 

On another occasion Gottheil d$fOnded the religiosity of 

Zionism in a much less abstra.-ot inanner. He replied: to the qrltics 

that they should ha.vs been in the iasla synagogue on Satl.U'~Y of the 

1901 World Zionist Oo~ss. itT.bey would have seen the greate1~ part. 

of the members of the 0Qllg.t'esa ae~led tb&re in p,.tblic 11i,i:>rs.hip. 0 

Htl also N¢omtnended that the critics look at ~ list of the leadership 

of the FAZ. nfhey will find it to 0:ontain the names of quite a: mmtber 

0£ Jews who stand as fiJ'll'l in their dS-votion to the reli~oua ideals 

ot J\tdaiam as ~hey] d~.11 Ck>ttheil ali,o exp~d that the fa.tit that 

tlleN 'Wel"e s~ J&WS a.oti ve in Zionism who wre not religious was -only 

Jh'Bentw.l.~1-, ,Si:t~eh'tet:, P• 316, 

3S0ottne11, 11'l'ha Atma of Zianiam1
11 pp. 498-,oo., 
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a condition th.a.ti exiated in all Jewish movaments . .36 

The anti-Zionist charge that Zionism was at:1 irreligious move­

ment and that many of i ta leaders w.re. irreligious wal!;l not eonte:rt;ed 

seriously by the Zionists. Indeed• they admitted that it was subs-tan ... 

tiall.y trueJ but they argued that the movement had its roots in the 

religion, and that that was sufficient to leg:i'timize it. The. problem 

tor the Zionists lay in the definition of "Jew. n Herzl, among others, 

was an admitted agnostic, and yet he was still recognized as being a. 

Jew. This seeming pe.rad.ox made it possible £or a movement which in~ 

eluded only Jews tG be attacked as irreligious. 

Zionist ki.ma Oontused 

At this point it will be easy to understand another ot the 

a.nt1•Zianists• objections to Zioniam. In 1903 the ,AAleriean Israelite . . 
charged that Zionism's Ul ti.mate aims were terribly confused. Some 

Zionists were calling for a State, some for colonization., and others 

we-re just dreaming. Aa a result, the American Isr.ael.ite telt, tunds 

were be-ing taken under £alee pret.ensea.37 The Macee.baean answered 

these charges with the ,ela.itn that the many different forms .of Zionism 

constituted one ot :tt.s etrengths--it appealed to all cl.asses and levels 

of Jews. .For The Maocabaean it was the end goal that counted., and that 

was obtaining a Jewish homeland. The motivations, whether religious, 

economic,. or national, did not matter • .38 

36iu.ena:rd Gottheil, 11Some 6ritics 0£ Zionism," The Maecal>aee, 
II (Februacy., 1902)., PPir 93,,,94. -

37gt,el'J)stein., 111«Jfom Judaism and Zionism,0 p. 22. 

38The Maecaba~an,; IV (April, 1903), P• 226. 
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In 1906 Solomon Schechter expre.ssed the sa111e sentiments in 

The Ma.ceabaeani 

Zionism is an ideal, and as such is indefinable. It is thus 8Ub ... 
j~ct to various :interpretati<>ns and suseeptive of different. aspects. 
It ma;r appear to one a~ the rebirth o:t national. Jewish conscious• 
ness, to another as a rali~o'U.$ N!Vival, Whilst to a third it ··iTUey' 
present itself as a path leading to the goal 0£ Jewish culture; 
a;nd to a. fourth it may take the tom of the last and only solution 
of the Jewish problem. l3:, reason of this 'Variety of aspects, 
Zion1$Ill has been able to unite on its pla.tfc,m the most heterogen­
eous elements; representing Jews of a.li eou.ntriesj and exhibiting 
almost all the different types of QUJ.ture and thought as only a 
really great and univeraa.l movmnent could command.. That ea.ch of 
its reprEisentat1ves should emphasize the pa?'ticular aspeet most 
congel'lial. to his way of thinking, end lllOst sUitable for his mode 
of action, is only natural. On Pne point, however., they all agree, 
namely, tha.t. it is not only desirable, but absolutely necessary-, 
that Palestine, the land of our, fathers, should.be l!'ecov-ered with 
the purp$se of foming a hQrlle tor at least a :portion of the Jews, 
who would lead there an independent nati'Onal life~39 

It d®-e seem that the .Zionists w&N fairly ell.ear in de.fining 

their aim aa that of obtaining a b®eland. What 'bothered the anti• 

Zionists, though, was the meaning of that werd "homeland. 11 To them 

the aims of th& Zioniste wre con.fused because "homeland" oould mean 

anything between a land to which Jews r,1ould be allowed to intmigrate 

freely and a Jewish State. The Zionists never' officially d&f'ined 

what tbeymeent by a hom.eland--only that they wished to obtain it,. 

Praotical ObJec~io-qs Te> Zionism 4 . . . . . 

In addition to the theoretiQe.l and abstract objections to 

Z!oniem e,cplained above, there were a few 'tpractiClal n objections. 

:tt. waa &It, by some Jews, £or instance, that Palestine was not fit 

for sett.ling, that tbe land was' not good enough, and that even i.f the 

land could be improwd,; the Chril!'>tian pow;tts would never permit thSir 

RGl.1 Land to be turned into a Jewish State. 'l'here;fore, it '4a$ con ... 

39Scheehter, "Zionisnu A Statement, 11 pp. 91-.92. 
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c.lu.ded that Zionists l<3'8l:'e no mo1 .. a. than dreamers. 

'l'he fi~st of these objeetiona, that the land was not suitable 

for colonization, was voiced by the American Is$elita, It even went 

SQ tar as to print a report in 18991'zy-Oscar Straus, the United States• 

Mtniste-r * Turkey, in which the liVing standards 0£ Jews 1n Pale$tine 

were deseribed as 0miaera'ble. n Straus asked, ""Wlly send mare?n apd 

auggested that Jews m:1.ght be better helped "Where they reside. 1140 

The seeond "p:raaW.caJ.11 ebje.etion, that a. Jewieh State in Palestine 

would. not be allowed, was '&Jq)reased by Morris Jastrow, who telt that 

Palestine • oelonged equally as well to Christians and Mosle111$, 41 mid 

by David Philipson., vho wrote in a. letter to the Boston J~wish .4dvo­

eate that he could net 1rbelieve that the Christian pc,wera, whether -
s1ngly or oollecir.1.velT, would peanit Palestine., filled ae it is with 

apot.s sacred tor Ohrletians ·'by the li£e and death of Jesus of Nazareth, 

to be governed oy JEMJ either as a. 'homeland• (I use your expression) 

or under a suze:ra.in.1142 

These t-wo objections wera answered by Leon Zolotkof'.t in The -
Maccaba.ean in 1902. First, he cited the many examples of how the 

J.ewiah settlers nre draining t.ae swamps-.and ir:cl.g,i.ting the deeex-ta,. 

and. he pointed to the delicious wines,, fruits, and honey they Wl'e 

fthipping all over the world as proof that the land was not sterile. 

Then he suggested that the opinion that Christian powers would oppose 

40quot&d in Sternatein, n.Rei'Qntl Judaism and Zionimn, 11 pp. 18-20. 

41Jaetrow, ZioJiimn and the ;uture 0£ Palesti11e, PP• 109 ... 110. 

42quoted in Leo Shiibow .t. ttjaeob DeHaas and the Bosten Jew;l.sh 
Advocate," in Hel"Zl Year .look,, Vol .. v, P• 294. 

l I t · . . ' ' 
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th,e,, establishment o.f a Jewish state in Palestine was the opb,ion, 

only. of Jews. 'There was not a 11singa:e Ohrlatian authoritative opin ... 

ion in opp(i)Sitio:o to the Zion movement., n • while iiher, were many in ta:vor 

<>£ ii, I'n Addition he showed that even Ge-rma.ny and Rl:u3-sia were not 

totally against the movement. The ~nnan K~aer had granted H~rzl an 

a.,udienoe t'Wice, · and Russia al.lowed open Zionist meeti?lgs ...... a pr.i:vilege 

no, granted to man.y mQvenienta in that land. 4.3 

'l'heae practical objeoti.ons ware 11ot eon&\lidered "8r/ sari.one 

by: &ith&r side, but there was one turt.he.r praetia$1 objection that was. 

It wa$ quite obvi"°ue that Palestine w-as not large eno~h te support 

all the wol'ld•e Jews no 1t1Atter how tli»rtile the land millht be made" 

/md it was al.so wll known that there were a great Jllaey' Jews who did 

not want to go to Palestine. The question was, what would hapPel'l to 

those Jmrs who would not Ol" eoul.d not go,. once a ham.eland was estab­

llshed.h4 The anti .... Ziom.sta were naturally somewhat coneerned about 

this even after the Balfour Declaration. of 1917 asaur&d them that 

11nothing shall be done 'Whi.oh may prejudice • • • the rights end poli ... 

tioal $tat-us enjoyed by Jews in aey oiiher cou.ntey-~han Palestin~. nM 

The Zioni.ets, t"1' theil' part, went ove:rboar~ to l!'eaasure eVQ~ne .. 

Louis B:randei~ wanted to make: it perfectly olear that no 

one woul.d be 1':oroed to emigra.te to Palestine. He ,a-o'be that Zionism: 

43teon Zolotkoff;. ''A F\:3w Objections Dissipated, tt fhe Maooa.~an, 
II. (~,, 1902),, PP• 260..61. . . 

44New Yor.k Xime-s, November 2$1 1917,, IX, p, 3; and Sternstein,, 
it:Refom Judaiam and lion!em, 11 p. 18. 

45?h1Upeen,, Re~ona Judaisni, p. 362. 
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is not a movement to remove-ail the Jews of the world eanpuleer .. 
:Uy to Pa.le6tine. In the first place there are 141 000,000 Jews, 
~d PaleStinE.l i10Uld not accomoda'be more than one firth of that ttUm• 
ber.11 !n the $00011d plaee, it :ts not a mo\reraent to e~ any()ne to 
~o tc P:3'eat:Lne.. It is esseptially a m.Gvement tQ give to the J$'1'.;t 
more tm'1,; less £reed.om.. • • • 4 

R1Cha2:'d: llo'htheil dealt MH dimetly with the question of 

wat, W(m].d l'mppen to those Jews whc did not go~ What would be their 

rel~ion to the Je1-rl.ah homeland? He anst-Jared that it ,muld be 

exactly the .same ae is the relation ot people ot other national­
ities all the wo~ld ovell' to their parent haue. What becomes ot 
the Engiial,xnan in evet7 c.o~r of the globe;, what be:c-omes ot the 
Ge~? Doee the tadt that the ~t ~ss er their :people live 
in the:u- own llltld prevgnt thera from doing their miole duty tQWa1"d 
the land ·.ifl whieh they- happe» to live?47 

Zionis,Jlt Inqr;eas~i .&lti.;.Semt tism 
; ' . . ... . . --- , . 

But Brandeis ~"ld Ckittbe.U wa:te not taking into e1!'>nsidera.ticn 

the distinctiveness of tlla Jewish ~eopla.. No nationality- Md ,ever 

avoided. usi."ld.la'bion tdth ths ma.jortty group tor s.nywheve l:lear· the 

length ot t~ the Jet-ts ha()\. J:."1'.tmi.granta to the United States nw.y haw 

~~ed loyal to their homelands tor several ~nelt'ations, but only in 

exceptional oases did this loyalty extend hrthe:r. w.hnt· would happen 

to the J~w.s~ wh<, had pro~n the-ys eeUld keep theil' t:ieij tiiroufh tna.n7 

~ertt'Ul"iea, it tl'l$y shQtlld obtain a hQtl1elitnd? O~d they indeed be 

loyal t<i> Ameri.ca even if th& tlnited. States should eontliot with th$ 

J'elliah land? And even if they e.oul<l., wul.d othal!- Atrle:i.eQtts accept 

it'1 Would they not questicm the J&"WS1 loyalty? These WN th$ qu.es ... 

tiQns that most pw.toun.dl~ d,istur'bed anti-Zionists. In a wo:ttd they 

were t,Qmbly afmd of anti~s.t1• :i.n the United Stat.es. 

461rant1ei~:; f1Tb.,e Jewish Proble,n,_1• PP• 107,..108. 

410<>ttoo11, •t1'he M.ma of Zionism, 11 pp. 499..,goo.,. 
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?bis tear 'WaS not qiseuseed outr.Lght veey often. It was 

u~ sl'WOUded in cla4ms that Judd.• was a ~ligi_0n not a l'iationaJ. ... 

·i ty 1 that "'AnuJriaa is our Palestine a.nd Washington <nU"· Jsl'l1$alam. n45 

llhlt one.e-:tn....awhile the amt-Zionists 1-aere very explicit, Dav-1'1 Pltllip­

son cal.led Z!oni$m ·~ ndi.sti~ct menaeen to Ji/iJW'B in -the United States 

and other l~ds. nztonimn sets Jews apart as a national. gvoup,11 he 

,$aii,u,.49 Hen~ Morgentha.u .teawed .t.ha'h U' Zionism were to succeed, it 

"~uld cost tlle Jews 0£ Ameri.ea. most that they have gained or liberty, 

equality; and tratex-ntty~ it$O Isaac M,. Wise,. as eax-ly as 1897, pointed 

•®t wJ.th ~gard tQ the effeets ot Zioiu.sm that., ''Alreeq maqy ot the 

.;fo\U'tlals ot tlrl.s land are making Qapital out ot·th!s thin~ . ., .. 11~ 1 

The •$rl~at:1 Israellti 'h"fAS opposed to a:ny attempts to awaken Jewish 

nation.al.ism becaus.e it vas ~:t>a1d that i.ith$ $Stabl:tshment 0£ a Jewish 

state in Palestine or in any- other area 0£ the wo~ld; 1-1ould e,q,oae 

Jews eve~re t() oharg$& ot diaioYa].t;y to t~ ref;ll)e~ti ve oountties. ,,52 

4x'ld: ?-l$rris Jastrow was eonvineed that even U a Jewish State did mt 

create a ~cntl.ict of ~oe £.ol' Je,:ga, it dafinltelywuld ae~ to 

® so to n<m .. Jwa and ~d thereby increase tihe fefllings ot ~judl~ 

Mlii ant1 ... Jem!\1-♦ ?,J -----------........ ---....--~---......... ------146n .• w. •Ooh.en, nasaetion of netom Ju.&u.sm, u p. 36) n. 4. 

49New tork fl.mes, September 14, 1918, p'l 7. 

Sotrenr.r Mol"g&ntha.u,, 11Zien1sm a SUr-ren4er, Nor a Solution,," 
tfcn'l,d.1,G W91'k,. xr.n: (c1ulyt 1$)21), ,,,. it. 

51g;U..$ted in li1mer »&:rg$:r,. •>fhe Jew.\stl ,Dll!f! (New toriu The 
~~Adair c~, 1916) ,. pp'il 239 ... 40., . 

g2qtiohd :i~ Fl11-llste1n, ~c,an Z~o~s:m, pp'\ 256-~1. 

S3Jast~• Upni~ and.;tb~ Jut~• t,f P,1-esiti~, :PP• uo ... 31. 
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NatuTUJ.y., the Zionists had a difterent vie'W of th(! eituatiorh 

fhe:y felt that Zionism, £ar .trOU!i bein.g the MU$e iJt a :t"e~(!ellee of 

$.nt1..,Sem.1.t1em,, was the answet-to the •1-semttiGlll which md never 

ooas$d 'bC> m.st, The ~~~ ,!sf!onent, stated that ant-i-Sent1:t111m1 had 

deEJp reot-e.. oenturies old~ and ,was in ·no-way related to J~$h Ett£orts 

on behalf' of a na~ionat r-$v-1val.S4 lli.ehardGottheil was tn tu.i.1 agre-e .. 

ment, pointing out that opponents t4 Zionism ~re de;L-qd,j,ng themsel "nls 

it th$y l"ea.ily b<aieved that anti ... ~t~ waG "but a passing indis• 

p()$ition .. , • ,.,n It bad lal!tted f'or eome tventy celrt,ude$ ·and, nli.ke 

a. pl.~, it makes its •:pea~e wh~never, th8 ecndttions are. tavombl►• 

that te., Whet!GWr the JtmS tiou;trlah and ~ Ukely t1.> 'be~am.e ~ p&wer.••>; 

Joseph Ze:f:£ ·wa.e a stimng :epeake:r wh<:1> spent many evemnga in the Jew• 

1$11 .~ticl'l.$ • of New York City r.eerU'iting .tor the Zicmist{J,. In one ot· 

hf.a. ~aches he spelled out the nt.uation s0 G.Jlearl~ that no one could 

tdst&l(-e his: tneMingi 

1'.on•t tool y:Ollt"s:~lvee that y~ are Amecrl.cans. You s;re, present ... 
11'.t rtot coun-d as Am.eneana and y~ nevev will. b$. regarded as. 
Atnfl.:v.ieans,. 1.t'he Ru$.sians w.Ul ha @~lated with the· Poles; the 
Qe:ttnan w.ttb tlw ~:n~h-,. .... .iJ.1 tdU beeQ11$ O.$ one w.t;t.ion .... ,:m1t no~ 
the. Jws" The JffN will 'tiOt be a.s.abdlatad amot1g tho: Ameriif:ana. 
He tdl.l ~'\>rays ~ alo»e.. :t.t he will l18~ to live an ie<Jlate« 
~to-lt'ke eld.stene-et th~ g1ntilee will torce: bi.n'i ti be ist»lated • 
• • •. Against his own Wishes, ha will ~n loyal to bis ra:e$ and 
t~ bis past., Be ~. the~f~. p,x,ri.de h1mt!alt ld.th a P,laee Ori 
vbi.oh to MS't hi.s feet.. :rn bis land he 'Will be abl/4, t<, - like all 
nati&n$,. • ~ • Onl7 ta Maat~ W.Ul the Jew learn to ~and erect 
~d bf a gllide tc. all the ne.t.i◊na,Ji 

This, then., was the Ziold,st,; ans.~ te the anti-Z:1'0ttists• 

54J?ecinetei.n,. Am.eri.c~ .z1~•• P• 102. 

$f>0ot1:lbeil, ''The Zi,om..st Mtwenien-'hjl n P• 2·1; .. 

5°quot$<l i~ ~1n•1n,. A\1lerican Ziol'lism,, p. 169. 
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£~ t.hat they were rocking the boat; That the. b~at would be rocked. 
e~ntuallf ~, th&y ware. oomitnaed. What the;, -were t:ey:tng to do 

was put the Jews in a position ao they YOUJ.d have a place to go if the 

boa'b were ~er again ti, overtu.:rn. 



CHAPi'E.R VI 

SUMMAR? AND CONOLUSION 

Zionism was a. movement that gra\-1 out of the Ceflibinad .ta.otors 

Gt the· nineta.entlll'-eentttey emancipation of wstanl J'ewe and th$ eo~ 

t:Lnu$d parse.eution of ea.stern Jews. !t oaught on in the United states 

slowly because 'hhe moat powertul grouping, th& P'.efonn movement, was 

general~ QppOsed to it, a:nd the rnn-1ly arrived ;b1m1igranta wre too 1-n­

vol ved with their personal problems~ ·au.rv:lval to. engage themselves 

in an idealistic m011ement .• 

Bllt Ziom.sm was a dytland.e movement and conditions wre ,work­

ing in its ta.vo.r. 'l'ha deteriorating condition of the Jewish people in 

Rw,sia and Eastern Etirope a.nd 0£ the Jewish religion in the west ~ 

Calling Jews to action. Objections 0£ Orthodox Jews that Zion1$!11 was 

pre--empting the Messiah and that it ffl:UiJ a secular 1uovem.ent were qu.ickly 

ov~reome, and Orthodoq bije.ame a. bulwa1rk of Zi.Qni.smf! Consenative Jews, 

while putting stress on the religious side .. efft),c-ts ot Zionism, gave 

the mo-vament considerable support. Jewish Socialists "~ nshoeked 0 

into the Zionist cause by eontimied outbreaks ot antic-Semi tiam, in whi.4-.h 

Christian workera participated. They reconciled the Socialist and 

Uonist ideologies into a new Socialist Zionism. 

Only the 'hon-Zionists" a.nd Re.fom Jews, among the major group. 

ing$• remained tairly ti:rm in their oppostt:ion to Zionism. Bu.t the 

77 
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1•non-Zic:miatan 811pported Eeonomio Ztonis.rn,. gtv.tng large $U111& o£ f!lOney 

to pirojeota in Palesttne~ and ware ~reby a.. great. help to the Zionist 

movement; and Reform Judaism, never totally united in ;J.ta, QppOsition to 

Zi.om.am, bred a larger and larger minority 0£ Zionist s;yJl!pathizers 

within its ~Mks as the. yeare ti1Snt by. 

TM· pr!noiple argument used against Zioniaia was that J~<iaism 

was not a nationality but a religion. Zionists, 'by claiming· a JeWi.ah 

nationality, we:re putting Jews in a vex-y temious pos:Lt:1.on in their na ... 

tiv,e la:nds. American anti-Zionists were a.dame: t in proclaiming ·their 

leyaltt to .Atn6rica. The ~onists @ountared idth the argument that 

Ame·ri.C~$ll'l an4 Ziord8lil were (!If different qualities; and one could 

therefore ·t,& loy9J. to both.,. and that, in fa.et; a Jew was a 'b$tteT Amel""' 

lean for being a Zionist.. Tl'lG:, e1 ted the axampl~s of llla.ll8' pmninent 

.Am.erican Jwe ,mo ffllt'e also aoti ve in the Ziom.at movement to pr.ove 

ttheir point. 

The idea that th0 Jews had. a mission in the world tc l:>nng 

the word of God to mankind was also advaneed agaillat the Ziom.at r.aove .. 

ment,. It ¥a$ held that the Jel.48 ceuld best aeoompliah this tni..t.lsion 

'by remaining dispersed. A Je'\d.sh ktionalism: weuld lteep the Jews 

from tbsit' ndasti.nyi• ..... to 'bring peace to n 'ftOrld alread;r so tomented 

by na.tL.oMl.iSlUS, The Ziom.e'b$,. • for their pa.rt, charged that the J&tm 

who held to this idea of a Jewish m.esi.on were the very Jews lea$t 

tllqJabl.e flt ee.rrying 1~ ou.t. they •re the most a.e~turated nth the 

dotni'n$nt Christian conmiunity. And <.1n top ot that there was no .aspect 

or Ju®,ism that ha4 not be(ffl Mly d1s$$lld.l'lattd to ~he world t.lu'ough 

modem masa ~ea.tions. 
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.Anti-Zioniet$ also used 1~ their att.acka the arguments that 

Zionism was i:rrellgioua and that its ultimate aims were 'terribly con­

fuaed. '?he Zicntsts. adlliitted to the ~stenee ot irrelig-3.oue slem.ents 

in the ®~nt but pointed out that the roots of the movement wore 

firmly planted in Nligi.ous faith, and•th.t!ly st)"essed that Zionism's 

many aspects was Gne ot ittiJ strength$, and not a weakness at all. A'b 

any rate, they- elm.med, all Zionists weN um.tad in the goal of ob­

taining a Jewish homeland. 

Practical objections to Zionism WS'.11'$ also so.t tortn. The 

poor land conditions in Pal.Qstine •re mentioned along w.tth 'What was 

thaught ·to be the inevitable opposition of Christian oountri.~a to a 

Jawtsh homeland in the Ohrtstian Hol.:r Land. In addition it was ar ... 

gtted that Pales'ti!le ~ very small.. oniy a tiny pe~.entag,e of the 

wor:ld•s Jews• wo.uld ever ·13e able to live there. The Zipniat@ anEiWered 

that great progress bad been made in improving the land, and that there 

had been very en~ng suppo:rt thua tar f'l'Ol'll Obrlstian nations an.d 

Christiana in general. As to Palealine beililg too small to hold all 

tM world•s Jewa1 it wae streased that all Jews were nc>t expected to 

antgrate tluira and thati nt one 'Wt>Uld be to:rced to go.. Palestine we 

to be a place of refuge only tor those Jews mio wanted to live thel"e. 

Finally; th$ anti-ztonis·ts were a£raid 0£ anti-Sl!imitiem, 

'l'he7 we·~ ~cti.,d that Jewish nationalism and a Jewi~h State would make 

living in other countries intolerable. They accused Zionism o£ stir"' 

ring up the ancient seedS of anti•Semitista i:n eounti"ies wber-a it had 

been to a largt) degree eliminated. the. Ziom.ats replied that anti• 

Semitism was al.ways a poasibilit.7:, ad that the only nal solution 
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was ~ Jew:t.sh State.. They £elt., in fact,, that Zionism ms neeee$8J."Y 

for Jetdsh SU!'V'i"w"al.. 

It should be eri.dent th.at .all .or the positions relating to 

Zionism lmd one thiJlg in e~n.. Thay wra au eonee1?00d m.t.h aolvtng 

tbs nJem.sh Pr&bl~, n tod.tll tiltding li1Ge'l.U'i'ty-. 1l'he Zit>SUSt$,, of course, 

thought th8. seluti<>n liq in a !f.0.lllel.and where Jews co'Uld be trea to wox--. 

ship anti li'O'e aa they pl~d., The RatQm ant1 .. -Ziol3ists :felt the so1u. .. 

t:Lori la.,r in aom:e.nng .fN.e.dorn and equality fGr Jews in all couttlri.es; 

.and t~ felt that the exi$tence 0£ a Jewish hon1tdand Wl'.)Uld only hinder 

thi·s ettoX't~ The Sooial.iste bel.iev~d the e~lution l~ 1vJith int.Gil'lla .. 

tio.nal socialiSlli. The nnon-Zionists" aeeeptad Ect)nomio,. and to scme. 

extent, ~lig,tou.a Zionism as a. solution ~t othertdse sided w.t.th th& 

:ant;i ... Zrhom.sts. And the Ort.hod~ who. did not ae~ept the ire:Lnte,;rpre­

Mtion of 'the do- held that the only aolu~en to the "J$wiah bob-

1(.lliltl "'ou:td come with the oOllli~g ct the Massia.h. 

In general the· Zion:tets had a mom realistic view ~r 'the, 

situ.ation. E'U'ents since 1.920 have tended to support, theil.lli' cla.ims 

QVElr those of'the anti-Zicmists .. ?n the first place, it ~ame. ap,,, 

~l:blgly ~· that atrbi.,..S~m;ti$Rl had ~ beet eltnltns.tea.--even 

in the WQ$:rl'l C!JUtl'ies.. AJtM.-Ziom.&ts wow.d surely ha'V'e thought 

~e a'baut the value ot a Jewish homeland if they could hava loN>-

:eeen H:Ltlel' and, the Naz:t holocaus.\.. secondly, the :pl."essnt Jewish con­

dition in the USSR,.that i:,r<:>dU.ct of the intefl!a.tiE)nal Ciloeialtst move'."' 

ment, Wf)uld subsilantia't~ the el4ims Q<t the Socia.list ztonistf as against 

~ those or the Jewish So.oiallsts. Jews in Ruseia., tar .t"~ b&in{t tree 

to wttr£lhip as they pl~, are being .towed to assimi.la.tt into an 
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atheisti~ culture .. Moreov~r, a$ if to admit the more realistic Zionist 

PGSition, Re.tom Judaism baa. coma to al1'1loet f'u.Uy suppo;rt. the Zionist 

ca.uee. t And tinall;r, the existence ~day of the prospering nation of 

lex-a.el hae Pi'OVer:I the 11pnctical. 11 objeotiona to Zion1aln. to have been 

untou.ndad. 

But 1.f the z:tonistS.1 argwnents can be shown in retrospect to 

have been the more realietic:,. tt is not neeessa.ril3 true that they had 

the better ~wts a.t the time. 1'he a.irguments of the anti ... Zionista 

Md a g,reat deal ut •ri t, aJ.•o• 

For ins'f)ant,e1 in the <)aee of the eontl.i.Qt ·ov-er a Jewish na.­

tionalitT; it e~ be said that both aides were deal.it'lg in actualities. 

It was su:rely- tl"Ue that Jews did ht.¼.ve eomething in Cf)llll1oll that 00uld 

1'()t tit the definition ot a twentiet~century 1"8ligion. AB Jacob 

:neffaas $llid, tr tbirs were no\ the case,. then the~ wou1.d be nt Zionism. 

And it was al.so true that Jew in. Ruasia and Ea~m ~ were exper-

1$noir.ig al.in.oat t.ntolerabl.e par:se.outi..(Jli, and Jews t~Ugh•u.t the world 

weN united in their feeling or k:t.nahip with theee Jews Q.nd in t.hei:r 

et:tc>rts to alleviate the sut'l$rll1fl• In additi()n, aimply 'because the 

Ziometu tb~ of tbe. Je11s u a. nation; they' "Wel"$ $®1ewhat justified 

;tr} their claim of a Jewish naiionalit;y. 

&it the American anti-Zion.5.ste ~ have been equally jueti ... 

lied in theiv.tear of the wstem reaction to Jewish nat:ionaliam. 

'liaeu olahn that Judaism W'$S meNlY ~ religion 1:i.ke all others was not 

so l'lnlCh based on the &Jd.sting situation as. it was on the d.eSire that it 

be, 30_, hii- eontentt<m, thentore, was not as realia.tic as that ot 
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tiw- Z!onis'bs, but their t,s.r was. quite a.-s ~,,, 'tbs (111:t,i ... ZiQnists t-$re 

afraid that Zic>nism . atld Jewtsh nattonalism lltt.ght ~ng <'n a l'i.S$ ot 

6nti~tisn,. ill! the Vnited. states. tile taO't that this did not ®Cur 

t() flit!' ~able deg:ree &,es 11ot detract ~ the legitinla.cy ot th$ir 

t'mw. fhe ~r!teoo$ ~ Jew::teh bisto2'1 eoupied 'td.th an al.ra~t:tr vis1bla 

•~can dislike of thutie towi.W'J fflUJ enough to justtfy ~sidera,ble • 

ue.asiness. Zioni.ns t.ltus ola.lmed. a J(tw.lsh ns.tionali.ty 'ha.sad on what 

~1 telt was the l"'llal ~:ttua.ti(;)~, while the anti.-•Zit'limet. argtunent that 

Jews 1J&H onl..7 a :reU.~~ wa·~ ba,sed on ~t. ~ felt was ·.1Jt real lea 

ot What a Jewish nattowity- nd.gnt _ i11spllre. 

As to tl:.IQ q,ualtt,~n of ~ Jewish miesicm, agun neither side 

ean be said to ha"ie bad the ~tte.t' a~n'b. The Ziom.Jt.s believed 

th& mi.ssion e®.ld ~- 'best fult:tlled with a Jewd.sh homeland .as a epirtt­

-ual oEtnt8cr. Indeed» th.ey bE!Uewd that without ai homeland /udai$m 

it.se;l.£ WJUJ.d scxm ttts.gp~ AS a ma~t of attrition baa the two 

pltpett ct assimilation and pe.r,e(iu,tif)n. ~ oot:t ... Zi.omst claim <,£ 

. a. Jewish mission to be e.-ded out by the d1spet-s$d Jetd.ih pec,ple might 

e&s.ilt be disnd.ssecl Gt.$. :a ratii~a11ea1d.<>n -oa~ad by theiJ> .rear of anti ... 

Semit1S'm, but 1t is al~ posttible that they ~e.tl;r 'bi;,:l:leved t:ha :r'heto11 ... 

to.. l.t might well be tha oaae:; u the ztoni11te e~g-ed,. that Reto~. 

Judaism did tlnt have t~ Nligio\1$ de.Qiea.t.ioa moesarr fox- the mi.stionil 

but thiz, ie n~t a. S\ltticlent reason to dismise th~ legitimacy- ot the 

miadios ideal £or those Ret&-m Jew who did believe in its ad$qt1aq. 

Until be~ter h.t.ri~ric~- methode ~ devel.oped fo1~ distinguishi~ rat~n­

.41.i~littiona £~ tw.e .teeli®, the Zionlst and ant1.,.ztoniat ~ents 

ld.ll both haw to be ace~ted at fa"ea val'U$. 
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When all tlle arguments are rev.ieired, i. t beeomee utmd.stakenly 

appa.rent th.at underlying each t7&8 a comm.on motivation~ fbrougheut the 

dialogue, Ziemists and anti .. ztonist1:1;, Sooialist.s and nnon-Ziomat$," 

ali expressed: a fear, bot,h real and imagined, that anti .. Semitism was 

not an impossibility in the United Sta.tee. One senses it! all of the 

argUmen'bs toot the antagonists spoke :from a C011111on uneasiness about 

the position o£ Jef.m in a Qbrl.etian world, that the debators, even if 

they never said. it, understood one another unusually wel.l.,f Both the 

wpport t)f Zionism and the opposiU~n to it must be seen as the Amer­

iean Jewish reep()nse to the tear ot anti-Semitism; it must be eeen as 

the American JEM.lsh qusst £or se®ri.ty. 
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