


2 THE COLORADO DESERT.

a proper system.of canals;, through this desert, to be filled by water
from the Colorado ; that the only practicable mail route across this
desert is a deflection from a straight line, which causes a trespass upon
Mexican territory; and, finally, as a portion of this desert is subject to
overflow, it might be claimed by the State of California under existing
laws as swap and overflowed lands.

In support of the foregoing reasons, much testimony is adduced
before the committee, the most important of which is contained in
various statements; some of which are made under oath by gentlemen
who are now, and others who have been, engaged in public service
under the general government, upon the aforesaid desert, and con-
versant by personal observation with all the facts relative thereto.

Captain H. S. Burton, of the United States army, states, under oath,
asg follows :

““In answer to the requirement contained in your note of the 19th
instant, I have the honor to submit the following statement respect-
ing the Colorado desert of California. I presume that I am not
required to make a minute report upon the geography of this formi-
dable desert, as full and accurate reports upon it have been made by
several scientific and capable officers of the army, and are now on file
among the archives of the War Department; I confine the present
statement, therefore, to that portion of desert contained between the
San Bernardino base line (government survey) and the Mexican
boundary line.

““This portion of California, with the exception of the narrow
bottom lands on the west bank of the Colorado river, and the small
patches of grass around the few water holes and springs of water,
found in the vicinity of the San Gorgonio Pass, I consider an immense
waste of uninhabitable country, incapable ot cultivation, without vege-
tation, except occasional bunches of the creosote plant, and near the
California mountains of the artemisia. From about the Ist of April
to October subject to the most intense leat, the atmosphere dry and
scorching, like the hot air from a furnace.

“Trom November to March subject to quite severe cold. At this
season the winds trom the Coast range of mountains, in California,
sweep across the plains to the Gulf of California with the greatest
violence, raising the fine sand of the desert in immense clouds, filling
the atmosphere and concealing the land marks, almost obscuring the
light from the sun, obliterating almost all trace of the roads across
the country, and forcing the traveler to stop immediately, and await,
in the best manner he can, until the gale ceases. Many a time I have
been overtaken by these ‘sand storms’ while crossing this desert, and
obliged to stop, roll myself up in a blanket, and, holding my mule by
her picket rope, lie down upon the sand, without shelter, and wait
until the storm was over.

¢ Near the Mexican boundary line and south of it, the mezquite and
other vegetation is found, and the soil of a portion of the desert lying
in Lower California seems to be capable of some cultivation. The
great scarcity of water, however, will be an obstacle to its cultivation
very difficult to overcome. The Southern Overland Mail Company,
in seeking for water, is obliged to travel some eighty miles in Mexi-

































