48TH CONGRESS,} HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. Ex. Doo.
2d Session. { No. 124,

MESCALERO INDIAN RESERVATION.

LETTER

FROM THE

ACTING SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY,

TRANSMITTING

Estimate from Secretary of the Interior of an appropriation to purchase
certain tmprovements within the Mescalero Indian Reservation, New
Mexico.

JANUARY 24, 1885.—Referred to the Committee on Appropriations and ordered to be
printed.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT,
January 23, 1885.

Sir: I have the honor to forward herewith, for the consideration of
Congress. an estimate of appropriation received from the Secretary of
the Interior, as follows:

To enable the Secretary of the Interior to purchase certain improve-
ments belonging to J. H. Blazer, Z. Hedges, and David M. Tasten,
within the Mescalero Indian Reservation, in New Mexico, as appraised
by a Board of Army officers appointed by Special Orders No. 229, Head-
quarters Department ot the Missouri, dated November 23, 1884, $5,069.

Very respecttully,
CHARLES E. COON,
Acting Seeretary.

To the Hon. SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
Washington, January 19, 1885,

S1R: I have the honor to transmit herewith for presentation to Con-
gress under the direction eontained in the second section of the act of
July 7, 1834 (Pamph. Id. U. S. Stats., p. 254), an item of appropriation
in the sum of $3,059, for the pavment to certain parties named therein
of the value of improvements apon lands occupied by them within the
Mescalero Indian Reservation, as established by Executive authority,
in the Territory of New Mexico.
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The letter of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs of the 17th instant,
with report of the Board of Army officers appraising the improvements
referred to therein, will also be found herewith.

Very respecttully,
M. L. JOSLYN,
Acting Secretary.
The Hon. SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY.

DEPARTMENT OF TUE INTERIOR,
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
Washington, January 17, 1885.

S1ir: Under date of November 10, 1884, 1 transmnitted to the Depart-
ment a copy of a letter from Agent Llewellyn, of the Mescalero Agency,
in New Mexico, who was then in this city, asking for the appoint-
ment of a Board of Army officers to examine and appraise the value
of the improvements on certain farming lands within the Mescalero Res-
ervation, held by J. H. Blazer and Z. Hedges, with the view to their
purchase by the Government for the use and benetit of the Indians on
- said reservation.

Concenrring in the views expressed by Agent Llewellyn, I had the
houor to recomniend that request might be made to the honorable See-
retary of War for the appointment of a Board ot officers to mmake the
appraisement and report the result of their proceedings for the informa-
tion of this office.

Agreeably with such recommendation, a Board was in due time ap-
pointed, and 1 have now the honor to be in receipt, by Department ref-
erence January 10, 1885, of the letter of the honorable Secretary of War,
transmitting a copy of the report of the proceedings of the Board, which
report is dated December 13, 1884,

It appears from said report that the value placed upon the improve-
ments found upon the lands which it is desired shall be secured for the
use and benefit of the Indians is £5,069, divided between the several
owners as follows:

Improvements of J. H. Blazer....... ... ... . ... $1,237
Improvements of Z. Hedges.... ... . .. .. .. . ... ..l ... 3,32
Improvementsof David M. Easten. ... ... ... ... ... ... . ... 507

Total........ e e e e e e et iaiaaiaoal. 5,069

It should be stated that Agent Llewellyn inadvertently omitted to
mention the improvements belonging to Mr. Easten in his letter to this
office asking for the appointment of the Army Board, but having sub-
sequently pointed them out to the Board, with request for their ap-
praisemeni, they were appraised in like manner with the other immprove-
ments, and it is desirable that they be purchased with the rest.

In asking for an appropriation for the purchase of the improvements
belonging to these settlers as appraised, I respectfully submit that it is
very necessary to the future well-being of the Indians at the Mescalero
Ageney that they be put in possession ot the lahds upon which the im-
provements in question are situated. As stated in my former report,
the Jicarillas, who were recently removed from the northern part of .
the Territory, are very much dissatistied with their present loecation,
which, besides being remote from the agency, is very poorly adapted

_to their wants, both on account of insufficiency of good land and diffi-
culty of irrigation.
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Aside from the land already occupied and cultivated by the Mesca-
leres and the three settlers named, there is but very little land in the
vicinity of the agency that is suseeptible of cultivation, and it would
be impossible to reclaim a like quantity of land anywhere on the reser-
vation without incurring far greater expense than the purchase of the
improvements wonld entail.

The lands npou which the improvements are located do not beloug te
the occupants. They have nolegal title to the soil. It is true they may
have settled on the land before it was reserved for Indian purposes,
but as it was not subject to entry when they made their settlements,
they could acquire no title thereto, and certainly not after the lands
were reserved for Indian purposes. (9 Wall., 1875 15 Ib., 77.)

The Mescalero Rervervation was originally established by Exccutive
order of May 29, 1873. Subsequent orders have changed the bounda-
ries, either enlarging or reducing the area, but the lands upon which
the improvements of Messrs. Blazer, Hedges, and Easten are situated
have not been affected thereby.

They have been included in the reservation from the beginning.

1 have prepared and herewith transmit (in duplicate) a draft of an item
making provision for the purchase of the improvewments therein referred
to, for insertion in one of the appropriation bills, and as it is very impor-
tant that the lands be turned over to the Indians in time to allow them
to put in a crop the coming spring, I trust the matter will receive the
earliest possible consideration.

Two copies of the report of the proceedings of the Army Board of
Appraisement are herewith inclosed for transmittal to Congress.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. PRICE,
Commissioner.
The Hon. SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

Copy of indorsements on 5590, A. G. O., 1884, request from Interior Department that three
officers of the Army localed in military district of New Mxico be directed to proceed to
Mescalero Indian Reservation and appraise the value of lands held by Dr. J. H. Blazer
and Z. Hedges, and report thereon ; with copy of proceedings of a Board of officers conrened
by 8. O. No. 229, headquarters Department of the Missouri, dated November 23, 1884, for
that purpose.

(First indorsement.)

HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY,
ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE,
Waslington, November 18, 1884.
Official copy respectfully referred, throngh headquarters Division of the Missouri,
to the Commauding General or the Department Missouri, who will make a detail
of suitable officers for the Board hLerein requested, and report the action taken by
him under these instructions to this otfice throngh the proper channels.
By command of Lieutenant-Gencral Sheridan :
R. C. DRUM,
Adjutant-Gencral.
[Second indersement. ]

HEADQUARTERS DIVISION OF THE MISSOURI,
ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S OFFICHE,

‘ Chicugo, November 24, 1884.
Respectfully transmitted to the Commanding General Department of the Missonri.
By command of Major-General Schofield.

R. WILLIAMS,
Adssistant Adjutant-General.
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the heavy grass roots (Saccatone grass), and had to be grubbed with a hoe. Lime-
stone formations had to Le removed in various places, but where this was accom-
plished the land was most excellent for farming purposes, being inexhaustible in
ite richness.

The Board then proceeded to examine the land held by Z, Hedges, and which
was pointed out by Indian Agent W. H. H. Llewellyn as ‘the land which they de-
sired to have turned over to the Indians, with improvements. The tract consisted
of about 100 acres, all of which is under (:ultivation.

The Board found the following improvements have been made on the land, viz:

Oue mile board fence, three boards, cedar posts every 5 feet.

One-gnarter mile wire fence, three wires, cedar posis every 5 feet.

Six bundred yards of cedar picket fence,

Three hundred yards of log and brush fence.

Seven hundred feet ot board picket fence.

One acequia on south side of tract, 1,760 yards long, 3 feet wide, and 2 feet deep.

One aceguia on north side of tract, 1,760 yards long, 2 feet wide, and 14 feet deep.

One acequia on east side of tract, 440 yards long, 2 feet wide, and 13 feet deep.

One acequiain center of tract, 840 yards long, 14 feet wide and 1 foot deep.

Oue dwelling-house, adobe, 28 feet by 35 feet ; one small house, adobe, 14 tfeet by 24
feet.

Two root-houses; one stable, with corrals; one chicken-house, with inelosure.

The Board, after a careful examination of the improvements, noting condition, &e.,
appraise their valne as follows, viz:

1,760 yards of board fenece ... ...l $405
440 yards of wire fence . .. ..._.. e e e iaen 60
300 yards of log and hrash fence ..o oo o0 ool 35
600 yards of cedar picket fence. .o ... oLl oLl oo, 210
700 feet of bourd picket fence. .o oo e 83
South side acequia, 1,760 yards, 3 feet by 2 feet.. .. . ... ..o ... 210
North side acequia, 1,760 yards, 2feet by 13 feet. oo o oo .. 105
East side acequia, 440 yards, 2 fect by L feet oo oo oo 22
Center acequia, S4t yards, 14 feet by 1foot ... ..o .. .o ... ool 28
Breaking np and reclaiming 100 acres of land, at $7 ... ... ... ... 700

One dw ellmnr lionse, .ulnbe, 23 by 35; one small house, adobe, 14 by 24; two
root-houses. one stable and corrals, one chicken- DOUSE - meemeeme oo 1,470
Total value of improvements ... ... ... . ... ... 3,325

The same remarks apply to this tract of Jand as to that of Dr. Blazer, before men-
tioned, as regards the breaking up and reclaiming.

The Indian agent, W. H. H. Llewellyn, then pointed ont a tract of land held by
David M. Easten, of about 40 acres, of which about 25 is nnder enltivation. This
tract Agent Llewellvn said was desired to be turned over to the Indians, with im-
provements, but that e had forgotten to mention it in his letter to the Indiau Com-
missioner.

The Board having no orders to act upon this traet, at the request of Agent Llewel-
lyn thonght it advisable to appraise the value of the improvements on said land.
This tract joins ou to the lower end ot Hedges’s land and extends to the west line of the
Indian rescrvation. The Board found the 10110wmtr improvements, viz: 874 yards of

acequia, 3 by 2 feet; 736 yards of wire fence, 3 wires, cedar posts every 20 feet; 100
yards stake-and-rider fence ; ; 501 yards board feuce, 2 boa,rnls, cedar pusts

The Board, after a careful examination of the improvements, noting condition, &o.,
appraises their value as follows, viz:

874 yards acequia, 3 by 2feet ..... .... e e e e e $105
736 yards wire fenee .. ... .. e iaiiiiie e 99
100 yards stake-and-rider fence ... ..o Lol iaaas 15
501 yards of board fence . ... . i e iiieicaaaas 113
Breaking up and reclaiming 25 acres of land, at $7 peracre ................._.. 175

Total value of improvements ...... ... ... .. . iiiiiiiiaiiaaao 507

None of the land has been surveyed, and the Board in appraising amount of re-
claimed land has given a liberal 1nterpretatlou to the estimates of the occupants.

There being no further business before it, the Board then adjonrned sine die.

. J. VAN HORN,
Major Thirteenth Infantry, President.

H. S. HAWKINS,
Major Tenth Infaniry.

B. H. ROGERS,
Captain Thirteenth Infantry, Recorder.
H Ex. 124—2
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[Fifth indorsement.]
HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa I'é, N. Mex., December 22, 1884.
Respectfully forwarded to the adjntant-general, Department of the Missouri,
In the absence and by order of Colonel Swaim.
JAMES FORNANCE,

Pirst Lieutenant and Adjutant Thirteenth Infantry, 4. A. A. General.

[Sixth indorsement.]

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI,
Fort Learenworth, Kans., December 27, 1884.

Respectfully forwarded to the Adjutant-General of the Army (throngh headquar-
ters Division of the Missouri), inviting attention to the report of the Board inclosed
to the fourth indorsement.

C. C AUGUR,

Brigadier-General, Commanding.

[Seventh indorsement.]

HEADQUARTERS DIVISION OF THE MIssour,
' Chicago, December 29, 15834,

Respectfully forwarded to the Adjutant-General of the Army.
J. M. SCHOFIELD,

Major-General, Commanding.

KESTIMATE.

To enable the Secrotary of the Interior to purchase certain improvements belong-
ing to J. H. Blazer, Z. Hedges, and David M. Easten, within the Mescalero Indian
Reservation in New Mexico, as appraised by a Board of Army Officers appointed by
8pecial Orders No. 229, headquarters Departient of the Missouri, dated November
23, 1824, five thousand and sixty-nine dollars.

-




