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Abstract 

 Songs from Revelation is an orchestral choral song cycle that depicts various 

scenes found in the book of Revelation from the Christian Bible. Each song explores a 

different facet of humanity’s response during the events of the Second Coming of 

Christ, the Last Judgement, and the rebirth of all things. This libretto tells the beautiful 

story of God redeeming mankind to Himself through sacrifice and love. This story is 

narrated by an Angel of the Lord, and the voice of John the Apostle—Jesus’s closest 

friend during His time on earth, and the writer to whom Revelation is attributed. These 

narrations are voiced by a soprano soloist and an alto soloist, respectively. The choir 

provides the voices of sinners, saints, and angelic beings, representing the pure and 

expressive sound of all creation during this monumental exchange. 

 Revelation is through-composed and text-driven, employing extensive harmonic 

symbolism consistent with the symbolism found in the book of Revelation itself. The 

overall tonal structure explores mediant relationships and cycles, as created by the 

augmented triad C-E-G-sharp. The orchestration of Revelation is economical, but 

dramatic enough to serve such a powerful text. The use of harp and handbells creates an 

other-worldly texture throughout the piece, accompanying ethereal choral writing. 

Revelation was written to bring an often confusing text into the light, and to tell the 

story of God’s plan for the earth in a simple, accessible, yet moving way. 

vi



Songs of Revelation 

by Tara C. Traxler  



Instrumentation: 

1 - Flute 
1 - Oboe 

1 - Clarinet in B-flat 
1 - Bassoon 

2 - Horns in F 
1 - Trumpet in B-flat 

1 - Trombone 
Timpani 

1 - Snare Drum 
1 - Suspended cymbal 

1 - Triangle 
Handbells, 4 octaves; C3-C7 

1 - Harp 
2 - Violin I 

2 - Violin II 
2 - Viola 
2 - Cello 

1 - Contrabass 

Singers: 

1 - Soprano Solo (Angel of the Lord) 
1 - Alto Solo (John the Apostle) 

Choir, SATB divisi 
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Appendix A: Libretto 

Intro: Words of Christ 

These things says He who holds the seven stars in His right hand, 
the One who walks among the seven golden lamp-stands: 
He who has an ear to hear, 
let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. 
 Rev 2:1, 7 

“To him who overcomes 
I will give the manna that is hidden away in heaven. 
And I will give to him a white stone, 
with new name.” 
 Rev 2:17 

“I stand at the door and knock. 
If you hear My voice and open the door, 
I will come in and dine with you.” 
 Rev 3:20 

He who has an ear to hear, 
let him hear what the Spirit is saying to the churches. 
 Rev 3:22 

!129



I. The Throne of God 

I looked, 
and saw a door standing open in heaven. 
And I heard a voice like a trumpet, 
saying, Come up here, 
and I will show you what must happen after this. 
Instantly I was in the Spirit. 
 Rev 4:1-3 

I saw a throne set in heaven, 
And He who sat there was as brilliant as 
jasper and sardius; 
There was a rainbow around the throne, 
glowing like an emerald. 
And I saw twenty-four elders, 
clothed in white robes 
with crowns of gold on their heads. 
And from the throne came lightnings, and thunderings, and voices. 
Before the throne was a sea of glass, sparkling like crystal. 
 Rev 4:3-6 

And they do not rest, day and night, saying: 
Holy, holy, holy, 
Lord God Almighty, 
Who was and is and is to come! 
 Rev 4:8 
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II. The Seven Seals 

You are worthy to take the scroll, 
and to open its seals! 
Worthy is the Lamb that was slain! 
 Rev 5:9 

And as the Lamb opened the seals, 
there was a great earthquake; 
and the sun became black as sackcloth, 
and the moon became red as blood. 
And the stars of heaven fell to the earth. 
Then the sky rolled back as a scroll. 
Every island was removed, 
Every mountain was removed. 
 Rev 5:9 

And the free men, the great men, the rich men, 
The kings of the earth, and every slave, 
All men hid themselves in caves, 
and said to the mountains and rocks, 
“Fall on us! Hide us from the wrath of the Lamb!” 
 Rev 6:12-16 

Kyrie eleison, 
Christe eleison, 
Kyrie eleison. 

[Lord, have mercy, 
Christ, have mercy, 
Lord, have mercy.] 
 Catholic liturgy, Latin proper 

!131



III. The Choir of Saints 

Then I saw the Lamb standing on Mount Zion, 
and with Him one hundred and forty-four thousand, 
with His name written on their foreheads. 

And I heard a sound from heaven, 
like the voice of roaring waters, 
like the voice of rolling thunder. 
They sang a new song before the throne of God; 

None could learn that song but them. 
They have followed the Lamb wherever He goes. 
They were purchased among men, 
First-fruits for God and to the Lamb. 
They are blameless! 
 Rev 14:1-5 

“Great and marvelous are Your works, 
Oh Lord God Almighty! 
Just and true are Your ways, 
Oh King of the saints! 
Who shall not fear You, O Lord, 
and glorify Your name? 
For You alone are holy. 
All nations shall worship before You.” 
 Rev 15:3-4 
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IV. The Fall of Babylon 

A loud voice came 
from the the throne in heaven, saying, 
“It is finished!” 
And Babylon was remembered before God, 
to give her the fierceness of His wrath. 
 Rev 16:17, 19 

 “Come out of her, my people, 
 lest you share in her sins, and receive of her plagues. 
 For her sins have piled high to heaven, 
 So I will render to her as she rendered to you 
 mourning, and famine, and death.” 

 Rev 18:4-8 

 Thus with violence the great Babylon shall be thrown down, 
 and shall not be found anymore. 
 The sound of harpists, and flutes, and singing 
 shall ne’er be heard again. 
 And light will not shine. 
 For by your sorcery all nations were deceived. 
 And in your streets flowed the blood of innocents, 
 of prophets and saints, across the earth. 

 Rev 18:21-24 

Alas, alas, that great city, 
In a moment, she is gone. 

 Rejoice over her, O heaven! 
 Rev 18:10 
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V. The Wedding Feast 

Alleluia! Praise the Lord! 
 Salvation and glory and honor and power to our God! 
 Alleluia! Amen! 

 Rev 19:1, 4 

For the marriage of the Lamb has come, 
and His bride has been made ready. 
She has been given the finest linen to wear, white and clean. 
“Blessed are those who are called 
to the marriage supper of the Lamb!” 
 Rev 19:7-9 

Then heaven opened, a white horse was standing there. 
And his Rider was called Faithful and True, 
His eyes were a flame of fire, 
On His head were many crowns. 
His robe was dipped in blood, 
and His name is called The Word of God. 
 Rev 19:11-13 
  
And the armies in heaven, 
clothed in fine linen, white and clean, 
followed Him on white horses, rejoicing! 
From His mouth came a sharp sword, 
to strike down the nations. 
And on His robe a name was written: 

KING OF KINGS AND 
LORD OF LORDS. 
 Rev 19:14-16 
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VI. The Last Judgement 

The books were opened, 
And all were judged according to their deeds. 
Then death and grave 
were thrown into the lake of fire. 
And all whose name was not found in the Book of Life 
was thrown into the lake of fire. 
 Rev 20:12-15 

And I heard a shout from the throne: 
“Behold, God’s home is now among His people! 
there shall be no more death, or sorrow, or pain, 
for all these things are gone forever. 
And He will dwell with them, and they shall be His. 
And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 
 Rev 21:3-4 

He who sat on the throne said, 
“Behold, I am making all things new.” 
 Rev 21:5 
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VII. The River of God 

Then he showed me a river, 
a pure river of the water of life, 
clear as crystal 
flowing from the throne of God. 
On each side of the river grew the tree of life, 
Whose leaves were for the healing of the nations. 
 Rev 22:1-2 

And there shall be no more curse, 
but God shall be with His servants 
and they shall worship Him. 
They will see His face, 
and His name will be written on their foreheads. 
 Rev 22:3-4 

There shall be no night there: 
They need no lamp nor light of sun, 
for the Lord God gives them light. 
Yes, the Lord will shine. 
And they shall reign forever and ever. 
The Lord will shine forever and ever. 
 Rev 22:5 

“Behold, I am coming quickly! 
Blessed is he who keeps My words. 
Behold, I am coming quickly.” 
 Rev 22:7 

And the Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” 
Let all who hear, say, “Come!” 
And let all who are thirsty come! 
Let all come and drink freely from the river. 
 Rev 22:17 

“Yes, I am coming soon.” 
Even so, Lord Jesus, come! 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
 Rev 22:20-21
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