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While the reservations, as at present existing, contain an area of
some 160,000 acres, the agent reports that after a careful examination
of the land be does not think there is over 5,000 acres of tillable land.

Much of the best land is included within tie limits of private grants,
In one case (San Jacinto) suit in ejectment has been brought against
the Indians by the owner of the grant, who has obtained judgment in
his favor in the lower court, the case being now pending in the supreme
court of California on appeal.

In oue or more of the larger reservatious the odd sections, now iu-
cluded in the reserves, will inure to railroad companics as granted
lands when the surveys are extended over the townships.

Much of the land is valueless withont irrigation, and the Indians are
being deprived of their water rights wherever and whenever the inter-
ests of the whites demand the appropriation of such rights.

In establishing the reservations, mistakes, either from design or igno-
rance, were made, so that in many cases the Indian villages were left
outside and the mountains included in the lands reserved.

Trespassers have held possession of some of the best portions of- the
reservations.  After years ot effort this otfice suceeeded during last
year in securing the removal of most of these parties.

Some of them have equitable claims, and suits have been brought by
them for the recovery ot the lands from which they were ejected.

For many years this oftice has wrged upon Congress the necessity of
having the rights of Indians and settlers determined by a commission
of competent and disinterested persons, who could go nupon the ground
and carefully investigate the whole matter, the Indians to be given valid
titles to such lands as of right belonged to them, or upon which they
might be located Ly the commission, and all parties to be compensated
for improvements talken from then.

Until this is doue permanent provision can not be made for these In-
dians, nor can the disputes continually arising between the Government
and intruders be finally and equitably settled.

Very truly, yours, J. D. C. ATKINS,
Commissioner.
Hon. O. H. Prart,
- United Ntates Senate.

Report on the condition and needs of the Mission Indians.

CoLorapO SPRINGS, CoLo., July 13, 1533

Sir: In compliance with onr instructions bearing dates November 23, 1332, and
January 12, 1=53, we have the honor to submit to you the following report on the
subject of the Mission Iudians in southern California.

The term ‘“ Mission Indians” dates back over one hundred years, to the time of the
Franciscan missions in Calitornia. It then included all Indians who lived in the
mission establishments, or were nnder the carve of the Franciscan fathers. Very
naturally the term has continned to be applied to the descendants of those Indians.
In the classificatiou of the Indian Bureau, however, it is now used in a somewhat re-
stricted sense, embracing only those Indians living in the three southernmost coun-
ties of California, and known as Serrauos, Cahuilias, San Luisenos, and Diegninos ;
the last two names having evidently come from the names ot the southernmost two
missions, San Luis Rey aud San Diego. A census taken in 1830 of these bands gives
their number as tollows:
Serranos.............. .
Cahuillas
San Luisenos ... .. e e i e e i
Dieguinos o i i

Total. e i i e
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Heintzelman, and in January of the following year a treaty was made with the San
Luiseno and Dieguino Indians, setting oft’ for them large tracts of land. This treaty
was made by a United States commissioner, Dr. Wozencraft, and Lieutenant Hamil-
ton, representing the Army, and Col. J.J. Warner, the settler whose honse had been
attacked. The greater part of the lands which were by this treaty assigned to the
Indians are now within the boundaries of grants contirmed and patented since that
time; bnt there are many Indian villages still remaining on them, and all Indiaus
living on such lands are supposed to be there solely on the tolerance and atthe merey
of the owners of said ranches, and to be liable to ejectment by law. Whether this
be so or not is a point which it wonld seem to be wise totest before the courts. Ttis,
certain that in the case ot all these Mission Indians the rights involved are quite dif-
ferent from and superior to the mere ““ocenpancy” right ot the wild and nncivilized
Tudian. .

At the time of the snrrender of California to the United States these Mission Indians
had been for over seventy years the subjects, tivst of the Spavish Government, secondly
of the Mexican. They eame under the jurisdiction of the United States by treaty
provisions, the treaty of Gnadalupe Hidalgo. between the United States and Mexico,
in 1843, At this time they were so far civilized that they had become the chiet de-
pendence of the Mexican and white settlers for all service indoors aud out. In the
adiirable report upon these Indiaus irade to the Interior Department in 1553 by the
Hon. B. D. Wilson, ot Los Angeles, are the following statements :

¢ These same Indians had built all the houses in the conntry, planted all the fields
and vineyarvds, Under the Missions there were masons, carpenters, plasterers, soap-
wakers, tanners, shoemakers. blacksmiths, millers, bakers, cooks, brick-malkers, carters
and cart-inakers, weavers and spinuers, saddlers, shepherds, agriculturists, hortienlt-
urists, vineros, vaqueros—in a word, they filled all the lahorious ocenpations known to
civilized society,”

The intentions of the Mexican Government towards these Indians were wise and
humane, At this distance of time, and m face of the melancholy facts of the Indians’
subsequent history, it is painful to go over the details of the plans devised one short
halt century ago tor their benefit. In 1330, there were in the twenty-one missions in
California some 20,000 or 30,000 Indians living comfortable and industrions lives nnder
the control of the Franciscan fathers. The Spanish colonization plan had, from the
outset, contemplated the tnrning of these mission establishments into pueblos as soon
as the Indians should have become sufticiently civilized to malke this feasible. The
Mexican Government, carrying out the same general plan, issned in 1833 an act,
called the secularization set, decreeing that this change should be made,  This aet pro-
vided that the Indiansshould have assigned to them cattle, horses, and sheep from
the mission herds; also lands for cultivation, One article of Governor Figueroa's
regulations for the cavrying out of the secularization act provided that there should
be given to every head of a fawmily, and to all above twenty-one yvears of age, though
they had no tamily, a lot of laud not exceeding 400 varas square, nor less than 100,
There was also to be given to them, in common, enongh land for pasturing and water-
ing their cattle. Another article provided that one-halt the cattle of each mission
school shonid he divided among the Indians of that mission in a proportionable and
equitable manuer; also onc-halt of the chattels, instruments, seeds, ete.  Restrictions
were to be placed ou the disposition of this property. The Indians were forbidden
“to sell, burden, or alienate under any pretext the lands given them.  Neither can
they sell the cattle.” The commissiouerscharged with the carrying out of these pro-
vistons were ordered to ““explain all the arrangements to the Indians with suavity
and patience; ” to tell them that the lands and property will be divided among them
so that eaclione may “ work. maintain, and govern himself withont dependence on
any one.” It was also provided that the rancherias (villages) sitnated at a distance
from the missions, anid containing over twenty-tive families, might, it they chose,
form separate pueblos, and the distribuiion of lands and property to them shonld
take place in the same manner provided for those living near the missions.

These provisions were in no ease faithfully carried out. The administration of the
Missions’ vast estates and property was too great a temptation for hnman nature,
especially 1n a time of revolution and wisrule. The history of the thirteen years be-
tween the passing of the secalarization act and the conquest ot California is a record
of shanieful frand and pillage, of which the Indians were the most hapless victims.
Instead of being permitted cach one to work, maintain, and govern himselt without
dependence on any one, as they had been promised, their rights to their plats of land
were in the majority ot cases ignored; they were forced to labor on the mission lands
like slaves: in many instances they were hired out in gangs to cruel masters. From
these eruelties and oppressions they fled by hundreds, returning to their old wilder-
ness homes. Those who remained in the neighborhood of the pueblos became constantly
more and more demoralized, and were subjected to every form of outrage. By a de-
cree of the Los Angeles aquemiento, about the time of our taking possession of Cali-
fornia, all Indians found without passes, either from the alcalde of the pueblos in
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ard with tonehing earnestness to show us.  Inno single instance had the reservation
lines ever been poiuted out to them. One band, the Sequan Indians, who had never
seen any agent, said they had been told that they were on a reservation, but they
did not know if it were true dr not.  They had been obliged to give up keeping stock,
because they could not find any place where the whites wonld let them pasture cattle.
(See Exhibit J.)

There are some settlements of Indians on Government lands not set otf as reserva-
tions, in some iustances not surveyed. These tracts shonld all be surveyed, their
boundaries marked, and the lands withdrawn from market to be permanently set
aside for the Indians’ nse. We use the term “rounding out” in regard to these res-
ervations chiefly on account ot the complication which results from their being in
some cases within the limit of railroad grants, and made subsequent to those grants.
Some are actually within the limits of the Southern Pacific Railroad grant ; others
will be within the limits of the Texas Pacific grant should that be contirined. The
odd sections thus helonging to the railroads should be secured to the Indians,  There
are also a few claims to lands within reservation boundaries, which are legal on ac-
count of their having been made before the reservations were set ott.  These should
be extinguished. (See Exhibit O.)

(2) All white settlers now on reservations should be removed. For the last four
vearsstray settlers have been going in upon reservation tracts. Thisis owing to the
lack of boundary definitions and marks as aforesaid, also ro the failure of the surveys
to locate the reservations so as to take in all the ground actually occupied by Indian
villages. Thus, in many instances, the Indians’ fields and settlements have been
wrested from theni, and they in their turn have not known where they could or could
not go. Thereis not a single reservation of any size which is free from white settlevs.
It would seen1 that agents incharge of these Indians shonld have been anthoritatively
instructed in no case to allow squatters to settle o Jands known to be within reser-
vation lines, whether they were ocenpied by Indians or not,  (See Exhibits i, I, O.)

The amount of land set oft in Indian reservations in southern California appears by
the record to be very large, bat the proportion of it which is really available is very
small.  San Diego County itself is four-fifths desert and mountain, and it is no exag-
ceration to saythat the proportion of desert and mountain in the reservation is even
larger than this. By thusresarveying, rounding out, and freecing from white ~ettlers
the present reservations, adding to them all Governmeunt lands now actually in oceu-
pation by Indians, there will be, according to the best of our judgment, nearly land
enough for the accommodation ot all the Mission Indians except those whose settle~
ments are on grants,

(3) Inregard tothislatter class, i. ¢., those whose villages are now within the bound-
aries of coplirmed grants, the Government has to choose between two courses of ac-
tion: cither to remove them aid make other provision for themn, or to uphold and de-
fend their right to remain where they are.  In support of the latter course we helieve
astrong case conld be made out, and we have secured from onc of the ablest tirms in
southern Culifornia a written legal opinion on this point.  (See Lixhibit A.) Tt seems
clear that this contest should be made by the Government itself. It is impossible for
these poverty stricken and ignorant people to nndertake on their own account and at
their own expense the jegal settlement of this matter. It would be foolish to advise
it, inhmnau to expect it. A test case conld be made which wounld settle the question
tor all.  (Nee Exhibit B.) In case the decision be favorable to the Indians remain-
ing, the ranch owners should then be called on to mark oft” the boundaries ot the In-
dians’ lands according to the California State law covering such cases.  (See Bxhibit
R.) Whether the lands thas reverting to the Iudians conld properly he cousidered as
Government lands or not would be a question to be determined.  Probably the surest
way of seenring them for the Indians’ permanent use would be to consider them as
sucli and have them defined as reservations by act off Congress.

(1) And this brings us to onr fourth recommendation, which is, that all these In-
diany’ reservations, those already set off by Executive order, and all new ones made
for them, whether of Government lands now in their occapation or of Lunds which
may be bereafter by legal process vecluimed for them from the grant lands on which
they are now living, be patented to the several bands ocenpying them; the United
Srates to hold the patent in trust for the period of twenty-five years; at the expira-
tion of that time the United States to convey the same by patent to said Indians, as
has been done for the Omaba Indians. The insecurity of reservations made merely
by Executive order is apparent, and is already sadly illustrated in sonthern Califor-
ma by the history of the San Pasquale Reservation, that of Agua Caliente, and others,
The insecurity of reservations set apart by Congress is scarcely a degree less. The
moment it becomes the interest and purpose ot white men in any section of the coun-
try to have such reservation tracts restored to the public dowain, the question of its
being done is only a question of influence and time. It is sure to be done. The fu-
ture of these industrious, peaceable, agricultural communities ought not to be left a
single day louger than is necessary dependent ou such ehances; chances whieh are
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In conclusion, we wonld make the suggestion that there are several small bands of
Mission Indians north of the boundaries of the so-called Mission Indians’ Agency, for
whom it would seem to be the dnty of the Government to care as well as for those al-
ready enumerated. One of these is the San Carlos Indians, living near the old San Car-
los Mission at Monterey. There are nearly one hundred of these, and they are living
on lands which were given to themn before the secularization actin 1834, These lands
are close to thie boundaries of the ranch San Franeisquito ot Monterey. These hound-
aries have been three times extended, each time taking in a few more acres ot the Indi-
ans’ lands, until now they have only ten or twelve acres left. There are also some
very destitute Indians living in the neighborhood of the San Antonio Mission, sowe
60 miles sonth of Monterey, and of San Miguel, 40 miles farther sonth, and of Santa
Juez near Santa Barbara. These Indians should not be overlooked in arrangements
made for the final establishing ot the Mission Indians in sonthern California.

Hoping that tliese recommendations may be approved by the Department, we are,

Very respectfally, yonrs,
HELEN JACKSON.
ABBOT KixyNey,
Hou. H. PRrICE,
Conmmissioner of Indian Affairs.

ExXHIBIT A.

Los ANGELES, CAL, Muy 12, 1-x3,

NIk In response to your verbal request asking onr opinion asto the following ques-
tions, viz:

1st. Have civilized Indians and those who are engaged in agriculture or labor ot any
kind, and also those who are known as I’ueblos or Rancheros [ndians in California, a
right to oceupy and possess lands which they and their predecessors had continnously
ocenpied,possessed,and enjoyed while said lands were underthe jurisdiction ot the Mex-
ican Government, np to and at the date of the ratitication of the treaty of Guadalupe
Hidalgo between the United States and the Mexican Republie, March, 134, notwith-
standing that said lands so occupied and enjoyed by the Indians aforesaid had been,
while they were so ocenpying and possessing the same, by the proper Spanish and
Mexican anthorities, before the ratification ot said treary, granted to certain Spanish
and Mexican citizens, and sinece the acquisition by the Inited States of the territory
embracing said lands so granted been by the United States confineed, surveyed, and
patented to the grantees or their legal representatives?

2d. Has the United Srates Government the right to condemn lands within the State
ot California for the purpose of giving Indians homes thereon ?

We have the honor to submit the following as our reply and answer to the above
interrogatories. Betore and ag the date of the treaty of Gandalnpe Ilidalgo, all the
territory now known as California was a part of and under the jurisdiction of the
Mexican Repnblie.  We do uot regard itas necessary inorder to answer the (uestions
proponnded to give a history of the land laws of Spain and Mexico, nor the method
of acquiring land prior to August 15, 1824,

On August 18, 1824, the Mexican Congress enacted a general colonization law, pre-
seribing the mode of granting lands throughout the Mexican territory.  This law was
limited and defined by a series of regulations ordained by the Mexican Government
November 21, 1528. By these laws and regulations, which have ever since continned
in force, the governors of Territories were authorized to grant, with certain specitied
exceptions, vacant laud. By the fandamental laws of 1824, the regnlations of 1824,
and the regulations of the departmental legisluture cousistent therewith, all Mexican
grants in California have been determined, and by this have been determined the
validity of every grant of land in California. (Lesse and Vallejo vs. Clark, 3 Cal., 17.)
The limitations, as well as the fandamental laws mentioned, provided that in making
grants or distribntion of land (such as are now known as MexXican grauts)—

Ist. It must be vacant land, and if ocenpicd by Indians, then without prejudice to
them.

2d. That such land as would be granted to the damage and injury of the Indians
should be returned to the rightful owners.

The Mexican Govermmentreserved from private grant all landsocenpied and possessed
by the Indians. Great care was taken to make strict reservatiou of such land, and by
law no valid grant of land occenpied or possessed by Indians could be made so as to dis-
possess them.  When California was ceded to the United States the rights of property
of its citizens remained unchanged. By the law of nations those rights were sacred
and inviolable, and the obligations passed to the new Government to protect and
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shingled roofs, and one has the Tuxury of a floor. These Indians make the greater
part of their living by stock-raising. They also send ont i sheep-shearing band
each yvear. They have sixteen fields, large and small, muder ealtivation, anl said
they would have had many more except for the lack of plows, there being hut
one plow for the whole village,  They raise wheat, bartey, corn, squashes. and water-
melons.  Sometimes the frost kills the corn, and oceasion: U,Iv the grasshoppers de-
scend on the valley, but aside from these accidents their crops do well.  All through
the village were to be reen their curious ontdoor granarics—huge baskets made
of twisted and woven twigs and sct up on peles, The swvomen were neatly dressed.
the children especially so, and the faces of all, men, women, and children, had an
auimation and look of intellectnal keenness very uncomnmon ameny the Sonthern
ralitoruia Indians.  On the ontskirts of the village is a never-failing hot spring
In this water the Indians, old and young, are said to he continually bathing., It
was the Indians’ impression that the lines of their reservation van direetly theongh
the center of this hot spring. They had beeit told so by sonme white men, hut they
know nothing eertainly. The lines had never been shown to them. On subse-
gnent examination at the surveyor-general's office 11 San Francisco we discovered
that this spring and the village itself are entively outside the reservation lines; alse
that another Indiaun settlement called Duaasno, a few miles distaut, and intended te
have been ineluded in the reservation, is outside the lines. The Cahuilla Reserva-
tion stands recorded as containing 26 sections of laud @ so far as we could judge ot
the region, it scemed to ug a generous estimate to say that there might be possibly
500 acres of cultivatable land in it.  In good years there would be considerable pas-
turage ov the sides of the mountains: bat far the greatev part of the tract is abso-
lutely worthless, being bare and stony mountains,  The Cahmillas, however, are sat-
isfiedd with it,  They love the conntry and would vot exchange 1t tor fertile valleys
Dbelow.  They «aid that they wonld be perfeetly contented it the Government wounld
only mavk their land oft’ for thew, and set up boundaries so that they conld know
where they might keep their own sioclk and keep the white aen’s stock out. Al they
asked for in addition to this was some lLiarnesses, wagons, and agricolinral ipple-
nrents, especially plows.  Of these last the captain reiterated, and was not satistied
till he saw the fignres written down, that ten was the smallest number that would he
sufticient for the village.

A few rods from the hot spring there stood a good adobe house, shut up, unoccupied.
The history of this honse is worth telling, as an illustration of the sort of troubles to
which Indians in these remote regious, unprotected by the Government and nnahle to
protect themselves, are exposed. Bome eight years ago the Cahuillas rented a tract of
theirlandas pasture to two Mexicansnamed Machado. These Machados, by perinission
of the Indians, built this adobe house, and lived in it when looking after their stoci.
At the expiration of the lease the house was to be the property of the Indians. When
the Machados left they said to the Cahnilla captain, **Here is yourhouse.,” The next
vearanothermannamed Thomas reuted a pasture tract from the Indians and also rented
this house, paying for the nse of it for two yeavs six bulls, and putting into it a man
nawmed Cushinan, who was hisoverseer, At the end of the two years Thomas said to the
Cahuillas, ¢ Here is your honse; I now take my cattle away.”  Buat the man Cnshman
refused to move out of the house; said it was on railroad land which he had honght
of the railroad company. Inspite of the Indians’ remonstrances he lived on there for
three or fonr years. I'inally he died. After his death his old employer Thomas, who
Lad once vented this very house from the Indians, came forward, claimed it as his
own, and has now sold it to & man named Parks. Through all this time the Indiany
committed no violence on the trespassers, They journeyed to Los Angeles to find
ount from the railroad ¢ompauy whether Cashman owned the land as he said, and were
told that he did not. They laid the matter before their agent, but he was unable to
do anything about it. It wounld seein of the greatest importance in the case of this
reservation, and of all others similarly placed that the odd section claimed or owned
by the railroad companies should be seenred and added to the permanent reservation.
Much further trouble will in this way be saved.

An incident which liad oceurred on the boundaries of the Calnilla Reservation a
few weeks before onr arrival there is of importance as an illustration of the need of
somelegal protection for the Indians in sonthern Calitornia. A Cahuilla Indian named
Juan Dlog() had bailt for himself a house and cultivated a small patelh of gronnd on a
high mountain ledge a tew miles north of the village. Here he lived alone with his
wite aud baby. He had been for some years what the Indians called a “Jocoed” In-
dian, being at times crazy ; never dangerous, but yet certainly insane for longer or
shorter periods. His condition was known to the agent, who told us that he had
feared he wonld be obliged to shut Juan unp if he did not get better. It was also
well kuown thronghount The neighboring country, as we found on repeated tnquiry.
Everybody knew that Juan Diego was ¢ locoed.” (This expression comes from the
effect a weed of that name has upon horses, making them wild and nmmnanage-
able.) Jnan Diego had been oft’ to find work at shcup shearing. He came home at
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.
Los Angeles, in the office of the United States court commissioner, Mr. H. T. Lee, of
wh .se kindness and humane sympathy in dealing with all Indian matters which
come under his notice it is not ont of place here to wmake grateful meution. This
Captain Pablo, with two of his headmen, had walked a three days’ journey to Los
Angeles to see if he could get any help in the matter of lan.ds which hail been wrested
from his people. His story was a pitifulone. Some six years ago a white man named
Chatbawm Helm had come into the head of their cafion, three miles above the site of
their village, taken up a homestead claim there, cutting off the greater part of their
water supply and taking some of their cultivated tields, and leaving them restricted
room for their stock. Since that time they had been growing poorer and poorer, but
had managed to live by cnltivating lands below the village near the mouth of the
cafion, where there was another small streamn.  But now a new squatter had appeared
below them and filed on all the remaining lands, ineluding the site of the village it-
self. The man Helm, above then, had patented bis lands, built & geod house, and
was keeping considerable stock. The Indiuns conld have no water except what he
permitted to come down the canion. Three years ago one of their munber had been
shot dead by Helin, who was set free on the usnal pleaof selt defense.  Since then the
Indians had heen in continual terror. The new squatter had threarened them with
the same fate it they came near his inclesures.  Between these two sqnatters the In-
dian village was completely hemmed in and cut off and starvatiou staved them in
the face. In fact,in the conrse of the last winter oune little girl had actnally died for
want of food. Their conntenances corroborated the tale. They were gaunt with
hunger and full of despair. It wonld exceel the Hinits of this paper to give a tull
report of the iuterview with these Indinns, I will not seon e forgotten by any one
taking part in it—the soleinn tones inowhicl the Indians replied to the interpreter’s
questions, the inteut and imploving waze with which they studied all our faces and
Histened to all the words unincelligibe to (iem fa which we spoke with one another.
Tt was finally Qeeided to furward 15 the Inverior Department the adiicavies of these
Tudinns, setting 1orth the manser iy which they Lot been yobbod of Gielr Tands, and
requesting that Cleos™s entry b Leld for coneellntion, 2na that Helin's patens be re-
opencd. It was {und; on looking the ity np o Washington, that several years
ago this canon had beew wittdionn Drons 1arket with @ vicw te having it set off
as 4 reservation for the Tudinns hving o i, bt theoatres Lad slipped every body’s
mind. On visiting the Han ) Cation onreelves o few weens laier, we found that
Cloos, taking thee by the forelocl, had sol b out his Lanesiea ' claim, his house, and
what he was pleased to eall his “hinproveiaents,” o1 Sabe to 4 jedr old widow, Mes.,
Panmela Hagar by e, We found Mys, Dlagor, with Lescon, on the cround, pre-
paring to go into the hee husiness, She aope: rod veoyr dittie savprised at hearing
that the claim she had bonght was i questionable one, remarking: ©“Well, T mis-
trusted something was wrong; Cloos scemed in snel o harry to get his mnoney.”
This womun appeared nearly helpless as the Indians themselves, The deed she
had taken from Cloos was not acknowledged s she had not pot ic recosded ; her name
was misspelled init, and the e mmerativn of the secilons, etey, iy it did not agree
with the st in the land-ofiice eertiticate.  She beggedus t ask the Governwent to
retund to her the sum shie had paid to Cloos, aad signed innerwark a paper saying
she wonld accept it. It is a saall snm, aond as e poor ol weman made ths trans-
action in good faith, knowing mothing alont ihe indians’ presence on the place,
it would seem nor nunreasonable that she should be paid,  The next morning Cloos
himselt appeared on the seene, ver; angry and resentful.  He said he had “a per-
fect right to file on that land,” that “ ludians wero not citizeus” and hied no right
to public lands) and that **the stockmen of San Diego County were not going to
stand the Iudians killing their stoek inach tonger; ™ rhat - the Govermwent ought to
put the Indiaus all together somewhers and talie eare of them,”™ and that * there’d
be a big tight with Indians in San Diego Couunty bhetfore long: we might rest assured
of that;” and much more of the sane sort, wihich wonld not he worth repeating, ex-
cept that it is a good illustration of the animis of the greater portion of southern
California ranchmen towards Indians, A fow days afrer this we were gladdened by
the news from Washingtou cthat Cloos's filing was held for eaneetiation, and that the
Attorney-General had ordered proceedings to be began in San rancisco for the va-
cating of Chatham Heln’s parent. A few instances of sach prowmptitudeas this wonld
change the whole status of the South California Indians, giving courage to them,
and, what is still more important, making it clear te tie perception of white men
shat the Indiang’ rights are no longer to be disregarded as they have been.

¢
i

ExHIiBIT .
THE LOS COYOTES.

Five miles up from the head of the San Ysidro Cafion, to be reached only by a steep
and narrow trail, lies a small valley on the desert side of the wountains, 1t is little
more than a pocket on a ledge. From its rim one looks directly into the desert.
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Few white men have ever penetrated to it, and the Indians occupying it have been
hitherto safe, by reason of the poverty and inaccessibility ot tbeir home. No agent
has ever visited them; tliey have supported themselves by keeping stoek and culti-
vating their few acres of land. There are not niore than 20 acres all told in the val-
ley. About three weeks before onr arrival at Warner’s runch a man named Jim Fane,
a comrade of Helm, who Lad usurped the San Ysidro caiion, having, no doubt, learned
through Helm of the existence of the Los Coyotes Valley, appeared in the village and
offered the Indians $200 for theiv place. They refused to sell; upon which he told them
that he had tiled on the land, should stay in any event, and proceeded to eut down
trees and build a corral. It seems a marvelous forbearance on the part of a community
numbering twenty-six able-bodied men and twenty-oue women not to take any forcible
measures to repel such an intruder as this. But the Sourh Califorvia Indians have
learned by long experience that in any contest with white men they are sure to be
found in the wrong. Not an indian laid violent hands on Fane. He scems to have
gone about as safely in the heart of this Indian village, which ke was avowedly mak-
ing ready to steal, as if he had been in an empty wilderness. Mr. Kinuney found him
there, hard at werk, his belt full of cartridges and pistols. He was a rough fellow,
at tirst disposed to be defiant and blustering, but on being informed of the Depart-
ment’s action in the case of Cloos’s filing he took a milder tone, and signed a paper
saying that he would take $75 for his ““improvements.” Later in the day, after con-
sulting with his frieud Helin, he withdrew the paper and announced his determination
to stay in the valley. Oninquiry at the land office at Los Angeles we found that his
filing had been returned to him for correction of errors. We were theretore in time
to secure the stopping of all turther proceedings on his part through the land office.
Nothing, however, but authorized and aunthoritative action on the part of the agent
representing the Interior Department will stop his proceedings on the ground. Just
before leaving California we received an urgent letter from the Los Coyotes’ captain,
saying that Fane was still there—still cutting down their trees and building corrals.

The Indians of this band are robust, active, and finely made, more nearly in the
native health and strength of the race than any other band in the country. The large
proportion of children also bore testimony to their healthful condition, there being
thirty-five children to twenty-one women and twenty-six men. The captain had the
lists of his people kept by three lives of notches on a stick, a new noteh being made
for each birth and crossed out for each death. They conld count only up to iive.
Everything beyond that was ““many.” Their houses were good, built of hewn pine
timber, with thatched roofs made from some tough, fibrous plant, probably the yucca.
Each house had a thatched bowerin front of it aud stood in a fenced inclosure. These
Indians raise beans, pumpking, wheat, barley, and corn.  They have twenty-five head
of cattle and more horses. They saythey have lived in this valley always and never
desire to leave it. The only things they asked for were a harness, chain, colter, and
five ploavs. They have now one plow.

This village is one of the best illustrations of our remarks on the need of itinerary
labor among the Mission Indians. Here is a village of eighty-four souls living in a
mountain fastness which they so love they would rather die than leave it, but where
the ordinary agencies and influences of civilization will never reach, no matter how
thickly settled theregions below may come. A fervent religions and practical teacher,
spending a few weeks each year amoung these Indians, might sow seed that would
never cease growing during the intervals of his absence.

Exuisir G.

THE SANTA YSABEL RANCH.

The Santa Ysabel ranch is adjoining to Warner’s ranch. It is well wooded, well
watered, beantiful country, much broken by steep and stony mountains. The orig-
inal grant of this ranch was confirmed March 17, 1858, to one José Ortego and the
heirs of Edward Stokes. The patent was issued May 14, 1872. It is now owned by
a Captain Wilcox, who has thus far not only left undistnrbed the Indian village
within the boundaries of his estate, but has endeavored to protect the Indians by
allowing to the ranch lessee a rebate of §200 yearly on the rent on account of the
Indians’ occupancy. There is in the original grant of thisranch the following elause:
““The grantees will leave free and undisturbed the agricultural lands which the In-
dians of San Diego are actually vecupying.”

We found on arriving at the Santa Ysabel village that an intelligent young Indian
living there had recently been elected as general over the Dieguino Indians in the
neighborhood. He showed to us his papers and begged us to wait till he conld have
all his captains gathered to meet us. Kight villages he reported as being under his
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his first year’s lease of the tract for bee pasturage, the Indians asked if he wished to
renew the lease, he informed them that he should stay and file on the land. His
lines are as follows: NE. £ of NE. 4, 8.  of NE. , and NW. } of SE. }, Sec. 2, T. 14
S.,, R.2E., 8. B. M,, Houle No. 969.

Charles Hensley’s h()mestead entry is as follows: No. 986, March 29, 1882. 8. } of
NW. } and W. } of SW. 1, Sec. 22, T. 14 8., R. 2 E., 8. B. M. This is on the original
site of the Indian v11|¢% and Hensley is lnmur in Capt. Ignacio Curo’s house, for
which, after being informed that he had to leave it at any rate and might as well get
a little money for it, Ignacio took a small sum of money.

James Meade's entrv, which incladed Mary Taylor s interest, is as follows : No. 987,
March 29, 1832. N. 4 of NW.  and N. } of NE. }, Sec. 22, T. 14 S, R.2 E, 8. B. M.
Captain Knowles’s lines we dld not ascertain. He claims and in one way or another
occnpies several tracts in the cafion.

ExHIiBiT J.
THE SEQUAN INDIANS.

The Sequan Indians are a small band of Dieguino Indians living in a rift of the hills
on one side of the Sweetwater Cafion, abont 20 miles from San Diego. There are less
than fifty of them all told., They are badly off, having for the last ten years been
more and more encroached on by white settlers, until now they can keep no cattle,
and have little cultivable land left. There is a small reservation of one section set off
for them, but the lines were never pointed out to them, and they said to us they did
not know whether it were true that they had a reservation or not. They had heard
also that there was an agent for the Indians, but they did not know whether that were
true or not. As nearly as we conld determine, this village is within the reservation
lines; and if it is, some of the fields which have Dbeen recently taken away from the
Indians by the whites must be also. They had the usual bundle of tattered ¢ papers”
to show, some of which were so old they were hardly legible. One of them was a cer-
tificate from a justice of the peace in San Diego, setting forth that this justice, by
virtue of power in him vested by the California State law, did *‘ permit hereby all
these Indians to occupy peaceably and without disturbance all the certain land and
premises lieretofore occupied and held by these Indians aforesaid, including all their
right and title to all other necessary privileges therebo belongmg, mainly the water
necessary for the irrigation of their lands.”

These Indians are much dispirited and demoralized, and wretchedly poor. Prob-
ably the best thing for them would be, in case the Capitan Grande Cafion is cleared
of whites and assured to the Indians, to remove there and join the Capitan Grande
band.

Exminit K.
THE CONEJOS.

The Conejos are of the Dieguino tribe. Their village issaid to be partly on the Cap-
itan Grande Reservation. One manfamiliar with the region told us that the reservation
lineranthrough the center of the Conejos village. The villageisreached only by anine-
miles horseback trail, and we did not visit it. The captain came to San Diego to see us
and we also learned many particulars of the village from an intelligent ranchwoman
who has spent eleven summers in its vicinity. There are thirty-two men, twenty-six
women, and twenty-two children in the band. They have good fields of wheat, and
raise corn, squashes, and beans; yet there is not a plow in the village. The captain is
very strenuous in hisefforts to make all his Indians work. When strange Indians come
to the village to visit they also are set to work. No one is allowed to remain longer
than three days without lending a hand at the village labor. They are a strong and
robust band. They say they have always lived in their present place. The captain
asked for plows, harnesses, and “ all things to work with,” also for some clothes for
his very old men and women. He also begged to be ““ told all the things he ought to
know " ; said no agent had ever visited them, and ‘“no one ever told them any thing.”

In many of their perplexities they are in the habit of consulting Mrs. Gregory, and
she often mounts her horse and rides nine miles to be present at one of their councils.
Not long ago one of their number, a very young Indian, having stabbed a white man
living near Julian, was arrested, put in jail, and in imminent danger of being lynched
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been yearly told by the United States comiissioners and agents, both special and
general, as well as by their legal counsel, that they could remain on these lands.
Now, without any previous knowledge by them of any proceedings in court, they are
ordered to leave their lands and homes. The order of ejectment has been served on
them by the sherift of San Diego County. Heisnot only commanded to remove these
Indians, but to take of their property whatever may be required to pay the costs in-
curred in the suit.”

Comment on the extracts would be superfluous. There is not often so much of history
condensed in the same number of newspaper paragraphs. A portion of these Temecula
Indians, wishing to remain as near their old homes and the graves of their dead as pos-
sible, went over in the Pachanga cafon, only 3 miles distant. It was a barren, dry
spot; but the Indianssunk a well, built new houses, and went to work again. In the
spring of 1882, whep we first visited the place, there was a considerable amount of land
in wheat and barley, and a little fencing had been done. In July, 1882, the tract was
set off by Executive order as a reservation for these Indians. In the following May we
visited the valley again. Our first thought on entering it was, would that all persons
who still hold to the belief that Indians will not work eould see this valley. It would
be hardly an extreme statement to say that the valley was one continuous field of grain.
At least four times the amount of the previous year had been planted. Corrals had been
built, fruit orchards started; one man had even so far followed white men’s example as
to fence in his orchard a piece of the road which passed his place. The whole expression
of the place had changed; so great a stiinulus had there been to the Indians in even the
slight additional sense of security given by the Executive order setting off their valley
as areservation. And, strangely enough, as if nature herself had conspired at once to
help and to avenge these Indians in the Temecula Valley from which they had been
driven out, the white men’s grain crops were thin, poor, hardly worth cutting; while
the Indians’ fields were waving high and green—altogether the best wheat and barley
we had seen in the county. It is fortunate that this little nook of cultivable land was
set aside as a reservation. Had it not been it would have been ‘“filed on” before now
by the whites in the region, who already look with euvy and chagrin on the crops the
Indian exiles have wrested from land nobody thought worth taking up.

A Governnient school has been opened here within the past year, and the scholars
have made good progress. We found, however, much nnpleasant feeling among the
Indians in regard to the teacher of this school, owing to his having a few years before
driven off four Indian families from their lands at Pala,and pateunted the lands to
himself. There were also other rumors seriously affecting his moral character, which
led us to make the suggestion in regard to the employment of female teachers in these
Indian schools. (See report recommendation.) As one of the Indians forcibly said,
}:o set such men as this over schools was like setting the wolf to take care of the

ambs, '

These Pachanga Indians had, before the setting aside of their tract as a reservation,
taken steps towards the securing of their cafion and the dividing it among themselves
under the provisions of the Indian homestead act. They were counseled to this, and
assisted in it by Richard Eagan, of Sau Juan Capistrano, well known as a good friend
of the Indians. They have expressed themselves as deeply regretting that they were
persuaded to abandon this plan and have the tract set off as a reservation. They
were told that they could in this way get their individual titles just as securely and
without cost. Finding that they have no individual titles, and can not get them, they
are greatly disappointed. It would seem wise to allow them as soon as possible to
carry out their original intention. They are quite ready and fit for it.

ExHIBIT N.

THE DESERT INDIANS,

The Indians known asthe Desert Indians are chiefly of the Cahuilla tribe, and are all
under the control of an aged chief named Cabezon, who ig said to have inore power and
infinence than any Indian now living in California. These Indians’ settlements are lit-
erally in the desert ; some of them being in that depressed basin, many feet below sea
level, which all travelers over the Southern Pacific Railroad will recollect. 'There is
in this desert one reservation, called Agua Caliente, of about 60,000 acres. From the
Jbest information that we can get this is all barren, desert land, with only one spring
init. These Desert Indians are wretchedly poor, and need help perhaps more than
any others in sonthern California. We were unable to visit these Indians personally,
but were so fortunate as to induce Capt. J. . Stanley, a former Indian agent for the
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Exaisir P.

THE PAUMA RANCH.

The Pauma ranch lies on the San Lnis Rey River, between the Rincon and Pala Res-
ervations. It contains 3 leagnes of land, largely npland and mesa, good for pas-
turage and dry farming. It can be frrigated by bringing water from the San Luis
Rey River. There is some timmber on it; also some bottom lands along the river and
along the Panma Creek. The ranch is the property of Bishop Mora, who made to us
the tollowing proposition for its sale:

“Tor the sum of 31,000 in gold coin of the United States of North America, I am
disposed to sell to the Government of the United States, for the benefit of the Mission
Indians, the ranch called Panma Ranch, in the county of San Diego, containing
3 leagnes of land, more or less, recerving to myself and to my assignees—Ist, 2 acres
of land whereon the present Indian chapel stands; 2d, 320 acres on one half-section
on the south side of the pnblic road leading to Pala, whereon the frame house stands
formerly belonging to Jonquin Amat. Terins, cash on delivery of deed of sale. This
offer is made with the proviso that the transaction isto be concluded on or before the
31st day of October of the present year. N

“FRrANCIS MORA,
“ Bishop of Monterey and Los Angeles.

““SANTA YNEZ, SANTA BARBARA COUNTY, May 14, 1883.”

Upon being informed by us that this condition of time of sale would make it im-
‘possible for us to secure these lands for the Indians, the bishop in the following note
waived that condition :

SAN Luis Obispo, May 21, 1883,
Mrs., WiLLiAM S. JACKSON:

DrAR MRs. JAcksON: Your favor of the 17th instant has beeu received. I feel
heartily thankful for the interest yon take in behalf of our Indians, and do with pleas-
ure waive the conditiou as regards to the time, and will let the offer stand until the
proposed bill has been voted on by Congress; provided, however, that the purchase
can be brought to a close during spring or summer of the year 1284, and subject to
one year’s lease, which will conclude December 31, 1834, because I must try pendente
transactione to get enongh to pay taxes.

Hoping you will reach home in good health,

Yours, affectionately,
FRANCIS MORA,
Bishop of Monterey and Los Angeles.

It should be distinctly nnderstood that Bishop Mora in making this offer, and gen-
erously allowing it to stand open forso long a time, isinfluenced by a warm desire for
the welfare of the Indians.

Exmsir Q.
Propogition for the sale of the Santa Ysabel ranch to the United Stales (iovernment.

Los ANGELES, Cal., May 19, 1883.

Mrs. HELEN HUNT JACKSON and ABBoT KINNEY, Esq.,
Special Commissioners to the Mission Indians:

Should the United States Government wish to purchase the Santa Ysabel rancho,
in San Diego County, Cal., containing 4 leagues of land, or about 13,000 acres, we
will sell said rancho for the sum of ninety-five thousand dolars ($95,000), gold coin.

Respectfully,
HartsHorNE & WiLcox,
By E. . SpeNCE, dgent.

ExHisit R.

AN ACT for the government and protection of Indians, passed by the California State legislature
Avpril 22, 1850.

SEcTION 1. Justices of the peace shall have jurisdiction in all cases of complaints
by, for, or against Indians in their respective townships in this State.

SEC. 2. Persons and proprietors of lands on which Indians are residing shall permit
such Indians peaceably to reside on such lands unmolested in the pursuit of their

A
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usnal avocations for the maintenance of themselves and their families ; provided the
white person or proprietor in possession of snch lands may apply to a justice of the
peace in the township where the Indians reside to set off to such Indians a certain
amount of land, and on such application the justice shall set off a sufficient amount
of land for the necessary wants of such Indians, including the site of their village or
residence if they so prefer it, and in no caseshall such selection be made to the preju-
dice of such Indians; nor shall they be forced to abaundon their homes or villages
where they have resided for a number of years; and either party feeling themselves
aggrieved can appeal to the county court from the decision of the justice, and then,
when divided, a record shall be made of the lands so set off in the court so dividing
them; and the Indians shall be permitted to remain thereon until otherwise provided
for,

This act has never been repealed, nor, so far as we counld learn, complied with in a
single instance. To-day it would be held as of no valae in the California courts.

S. Rep. 74——3
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