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THE INFLUENCE OF THE CHINESE COMMUNITY O 'rHAILAND 

GOVERNMENT POLIO! 

CHAPTER I 

I.1TRODUCTION 

llithin th past few y ,ars, :folJowin th nevitable 

readjust nts of th S"cond World War period, the pli ht o:r 

th r1hole A ian situation h s com~ to the forefront of ,orld 

attention. The qu st ion of 1 hether this incre s d interest 

is due primarily to the bipolarising of political views or 

ihether world inter t would hav19 been stirnulat ,d by the 

Withdrawal of eoloniali m fr th _ area and th en rosalng 

s :qeep of nev. founded nations does not detr ct from internal 

probl m whl h would hav mani.fe tad themselves r gard.less 

of the xt ri r ha pGnings •Of • he world at large. 

Of th any difficulties whioh ha·ve be t the Asian 

countries, one which th y hav in common is the prcble of 

coping with their Chines minorities. 'l1h r is a varying 

d. ree of import ca both con ie and politic 1 of the 

Chinese inorit.ie t ithin the various countries and e ch has 

att ~ed to aolv the probl ?i in a variety of ways. At 

1 
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present the whole Chinese question is still in a state of 

flux as the influences of external affairs would neeessarily 

limit any immediate and permanent solution to the situation. 

The approach of the Thai government is unique in 

several respects. First of all Thailand i.s the only Asian 

country which has remained independent from colonialization, 

and has instituted its own policies regarding the Chinese for 

a considerably longer period than its post-colonial neighbors. 

In addition, since the Thai have created their own policies, 

they have allowed the Chinese opportunities which were denied 

them under the colonial administrations. Similarly, with a 

heterogeneous raeial background_ the Chinese in Thailand have 

had more mobility as a minority group than their counterparts 

in other Asian countries. While other countries have a multi­

racial aspeat. with several dominant ethnic groups, Thailand 

minority group's essentially Chinese with lesser elements, 

mainly of Indian, other Asian, or lrfestern extraction but the 

position of these groups in no way can compare with that of 

the Chinese. 

The essential problems of the Chinese as a minority 

group are their relative economic position and the so-called 

"in.-group solidaritytt which they have achieved and are currently 

maintaining. The Chinese as a separate, distinct ethnic group 

have had little or no drive to express themselves politically 

as a solidified front. Their only means of presenting a united 

effort to defend themselves against government policies has 

been the Chinese Chamber of ~ommerce. Much of the actual power 



of th Chin s i eonc ntrated in th s roup, einc • it is 

comp~ ed of the busine leaders or t .~ e m.munity. Giv n 

the basic eo:mme:r-cia.1 brienta.tion of' th~ Chinese as whol. , 

thes. m n ar. the ruling elit of the dominant sp ch 

groups 1hich mak up th Chin se enclave. 

s ntation of the cor unity by the Ch bor 

of Colttlerce as th re ult of the initial absenc of ipl 

mat;te relations bet11· ;o.n T ailand and ChtnQ. The Chinese 

. ov rnment had no 1. strum.,nt ·1ith which to protect its 

ov raeas citizens. Thi ·rol •, of th Chamber has d cl. ned 

ome with the recognltion of Cln.na n l:;46 and the st. bsequ nt 

est blishment of - embasay. However tho quick emise of th 

Kuomintang ov: rnment and its move uo Fonnoaa has d ,<::re aod 

th pow il it might h ve att in... k ad it ret inad control or 

China proper. Her again the situation 1 further complicat "d 

byte burrent .i of o China and it influ nc on the 

over ... e coimnuniti • 

Sinct:) Thailand chose tc be ali ~n d with the ·testern 

nation • it las refused recognition to Red China. This raay 

b c nsider d duo t sev ral rea ons, partly becau e other 

est rn ali nment and al~o because of ap reh nsion of Red 

Chin s ~ L11£iltration into the Chin oomrnun.ity on rat er 

overt scale 1£ recog 1tion wer granted. 

In the ten y.· ars of' tha Red Chin se control of tl e 

mainland, their policy concern! the ov rsaas comunitiea# 

peci lly sine 195~, h been ba ic tt~mpt to ally t10 
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persistent fears of th host nations, altho'Ugh e'\r nts 

concerning the R~ Chinese-Indonesian relationahip do not 

bo. :r this out. 

'ithin th.is gencL o.l .frarut3Hork of the ~ontinuing 

po~ r play and t' lat. ve po :ttion,.., and ,ianeuverings ar tha 

ost specific polieies ti:•hioh these nati ns re pursuing. 

In Thailand specially, the Chinese as a min rity 

group have c:cnoet-ned the govE.1rnni.et1t vitaJ.ly for the past 

:forty ye rs ,"'.>r so. Under the ahifting of the govermnent from 

an ahsolut tti.ona.rchy t.o a constitutional monarchy and ~. ith 

he recurrent chang t 
I 

ough succe sive c up ,i'et-at, the 

gov rr.ment ha b0 ~m consistent in its cone rn with the position 

of the Cnin se. 

Th1.s p,u·sistence has ranged from varying degre e of 

harshn ::..a to a t:tl tive status quo arrangement, but the overall 

t.re d has mad it quite clear that the Thai overr.uiient e 

:cea:tly concer•. £-O. an 1 it 11 continue to attempt to ma the 

Ch· .ese elernent ·wra cohe iv, in the .,_,eveloprue:nt of Thailand. 

rhe govorr1.npnt policies have proc•.eded al.ong several 

en~rali.zed patterns of control. Th s a.r,? the eontrol -nd 

1mple entation £ i,.igration policies n naturaliz tion 

policies_ the clo s.urveillanee and impedi ent of the Chinese 

eomn1unity edueation syst m; the oontir:ual narrowing 0£ oppor­

tuniti s for the 1 b ring Cl ineae, and the efforts to cu~ail 

the oommereial end avors of.' the bu inell!s leme :ts of th 

Chi .. ese e mniunity. 
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ln suooessivo chapters th.s various ·aspects till be 

dealt with, showing the historical development and eurr nt 
conditions of· aoh with th purpose of £ollowing the govern­
m nt olicy tr nds as a pr cursor t.o future development. 

£ course, f.1 ... • nuatiug circumstanc s of an un.for seen 
natuce can radically change the Asian pictw:· ; ho 1ever, ome 
baekgrcu.nd 0£ the ~hole d-evelop1nent or the Chineiae probl m 

aa it has transpii .. ed an is being met, in on of ths countries, 
'·!ill give come preparation for bett. r understand:in ' events as 
thy occur. 

Current trend ar indicative of then ces ity of an 
adequ t .... grounding in the ev lopmental structure 0£ the 
r lation hi atw en th .thai government and th Chin se 

minority. 

i'he mo t r tZant chang in government followed the 
™ d,tg.,tat in th· fall o.r 19;s,. .-,ince that tim some of 
tho activities of the p.eopl~ ha·ie been suspended. Thti oonst­

i'tut;ion its .l.f has been set aside pending formulation of a 
m:M on ; th new ~lne has as ye't not ppeared nor are there 

irdications of one for th immediate future. 

In sucee~sive ecree 11 political parties re 
fo bidden, as ,,;ere political me tings of £iv or more people. 
This did no affect the Chine e to any great e~ent as they 

have never participated in these as an ,thnie group. 'fh19y 

wer influenc d by the decree which followed, dissolving all 
labor unions. Although labor union iera not a yn ic force 
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on the Thai se na, thay were in th process of gaining some 

momentum up to that titue. The Chinese bad been closely 

associated , ith union development, mostly as an .extension 

of their own .assoc:l.ationa, Their initial effor,ts had been 

t~ ta:t-wted. by the Thai government fearing cOlnltlttni&t infiltra­

tion in thQ late l~40•s. 

Subsequent overnment disapproval lessened in the 

mid-fifties, allowing tha Chinese to cooperat~ with Thai 

labor e1emente in improving union organization. Th se later 

movements s~rved as a bonding agent between the Thai and 

Chinese labov force in dimini.sbing the friction between these 

two .roUp$. The implementing of one set or polioies work d 

to the detriment or oth~r poltcies designed to achieve similar 

ends. 



CH PTER II 

CHUfESE I:Mfv !ORATION 

The Chinese have beon mi rating into Thailand for at 

1 ast six c nturias. There oan be no ccu ate timat of 

th, specific period as thc1 .. e are no records other than what 

has been mentioned in the Chin Y arbooks. It is of l ttl 

importance to trace this to definit dates, The importance 

li sin the progr s ive and continuo\16 role these immi rants 

hav assumed tithin the country. The r8al i nitieanc of 

the Chin e position within Thai society does not materialize 

until th Ninot, enth and 1enti th Centuries. A knowledge 

of their position prior to this time is n cessary to an 

understandin~ of th ir ready acceptance as a for 1gn lement 

to be assimilated with tho indigen us Thai. 

Records ot various visitors to Siam, dating baok to 

the Sev nteenth Century, ive some of the earliest accounts 

of the cou.~try as it is known today. Chin se settl ments 

er p esent as early as 1690. 1 

lEng l bert K em 
scrigtion or t 
r, Vol. I G:llas 

PP• J0-45• 

7 

J. o. 
ns, 1906), 
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Prior to the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries the 

Chinese who came to Siam were primarily merchants and traders. 

Growing in favor with the Siamese kings through their trading 

prowess and accessibility to Chinese ports, the Chinese trading 

element expanded, thus increasing the wealth of the kings who 

owned the trading concessions. This expansion in turn provided 

the impetus for increasing trading and exploiting of local 

products. Eventually• Chinese traders began settling in Thailand. 

One of the factors in the success of the Chinese in 

Thailand has been their characteristic traits of hard work, 

diligence, shrewd maneuvering and thriftiness which have 

offset the disdain of the Thai elite £or commerce and the 

apathy towards it by the peasantry. Between the two extremities 

of Thai society, there was no interest in the commercial aspects 

of the economy. The aristocracy was dedicated to a life of 

government or court service, and the peasantry was satisfied 

with its agricultural pursuits. This created a void, more or 

less. in the commercial and financial classes. As trade 

increased it created the need for various laborers sueh as 

factory workers, warehousemen~ accountants and seamen. These 

positions were not sufficiently attractive to the Thai. 

Ooinoident with this need for laborers were the 

conditions within China. This influence of the Manchu dynasty 

spread into South China after 1645. This invasion was opposed 

by the tribes in the Fukien and Kwangtung provinces, and many 
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refugees fled the aountry. 2 

Among the other factors influential in e.ementing the 

plaoe of the Chinese within Thailand during these early periods 

was the high esteem with whioh the Thai held the Chinese 

because of the strength and position of China. There was also 

a possibility of a suz rainity status existing between them, 

but there is no proof of a definite permanent arrangement 

between the two oountries. 3 

As the Chinese gained in impo!"tance in the Thai court 

they began marrying into Thai families. This was facilitated 

by the similarity of racial characteristics and religious 

background. Both countries had dominant elements of Bhuddism, 

whieh the Chinese modified with Taoism and Confuoianism. Out 

of these early unions came the lukohin or "child of a Chinese" 

who combined the advantageous characteristics of both peoples. 

This early colony was very small. Various writers of the 

period listed the number of permanent Chinese residents as 

being between 2,000-3 ,ooo during the latter part of the 

Seventeenth ~entury.4 

Up to this time numbers ware not important, as the 

2Pyau Ling• "~auses of ~hinese Immigration." Annals 
of the Amerioan Academy of Political and Sooial Sei~nse§, XXXIX 
{1912), PP• 74-82. • 

3yu Lin, "The Chinese Overseas," I.he Chinese Year Book, 
1937, PP• 1245-1261. 

4Jeremias van Vliet, "Description of the Kingdom of 
Siam," Journal of the Siam Society, trans. by L, F. Van Ravens­
way, VI! (1912), PP• 1-108. 
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t ndency to· 1ard intQrmarriage sually led to assimil tion of 

th offspring into Thai society although r taining so e of the 

custo s nd lan@?agee of their Chine e cesters. 

it wa n advantage to r tain the Chin e lan •S for 

comm rcial r - sons. Th ambitio s ell ract r of the Chinese 

soon led them into res on ibl~ nositions within th .ovcrnment 

or the king' household. Eventually a lB}q;h;Ln became King of 

Thailand for a short p riod. 

Following th Bu ese var, hich lasted fro, 1759 

until 1767, a coni"us d situation existed bet~1een various 

pirants struggling to assurne the throne. After th form r 

capit 1 city of yuthia h db en estroy d and the fo er 

ki died, T'a.k Sin (as he was variously called) u~caeded in 

uniting the ki dom nd in dri in the Burinese out. He 

rul .c r om 1767 to 17S2. Al.though only h lf' Chin se h 

retain d many or th~ 0 11~se practices, such as nepotis 

•hich lAd to his down£all. The Thai nobility v.ntually 

turn d ~ inst im fo using so many or his humble r~lativ s 

in important positions. Exciting the populaoe ag inst hi 

xc se an hi Chinese blood the nobility suce ded in 

dethroning him and r placed him with tl first of t.he Ohakri 

dyna ty \• hich is 1,he r i ning hou a tod Y• 5 Thi family :i. 

also supposed to have an admixtur of Chinos blood. 6 --------~--------------------5w. A. Graham,~ Vol. I (3rd. d., London: Al xander 
Morin, 1 24, P• 209. 

• 6Kenn th P. Landon, tP Chinese in TM.il~ng (N w York: 
Institute of Pacifi Relations, 1 41J, P• 8. 
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To b tter- understand the contribution which the 

Chines mad0 prior to th Ninsteenth Century,_ a look t the 

Ohin se th'lnuselves m.ay bo b~n £ioia1.. e stated before 

these a.rly immi rants a~o thought to h v coma from the 

southern provinoes. The earliast • of coursg, wer•e the 

t:."ad rs sent there on missions,., The3e \', re follov od by the 

peas ts, artisans, a ilors and fishermen who 1-te1.·e fl eing 

from th9 rave.god exist nae in China d:urin th0 fluetuatinl? 

difficult p riods. Tho a who WPre not comi g in a trading 

ov official capaeity aama to roa.k a ,fortune any ay they 

could. Y1ost o£ them l ft families in China to whom they 

s nt money onea they had prospered. Their goal in m.any 

ca ·es was to make ,nou~h to be able to r-turn to Oh n to 

livo out their old a ... l:n a way-this w s a commuting sit­

uation for ome, hut oth~ra c , to s Y• D spite f'arttilies 

at home most or the Chinese took Thai 'Jiv<:;s and eventually 

assirni ated cap etaly 1nto Thai soei ty. Thos ho saw 

the statu.s dvantat;'! of identifying themselves w,ith the Th i 

rlid so al d as m~ tion. d r viously ni ny moved into positions 

0£ i , po.rtanc • 

This inte 1arriage brought to succeeding :an~rations 

th Chinese eh~:-acteristics which WEire 'bs nt :Jn th Thai. 

This c mbin tion of qualiti s would provide the ba is £or a 

merchant class nhioh had 11ot existed px-ior to this time. Both 

in comm rca and gov r~~:tent the atrain or Chines~ influence 

ofl·set thi.s pe1•petual "laziness" so indieative of th8" Thai people. 
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AJ.thoUJ h the Chines cUd deprive the economy of a 

c~...rtain amount of' monay which the sent t China, the eontt'i­

b 1 t iona thfiy made in e ,ating not"A eubstantitu n tion o.nnot 

b deni d. 

Th~oU¼hO t the iinete&nth Century 1nfo~ tion on tho 

Thai. situation is ore aystemt:rt.ically recorded as many ~re:~t rn 

iland. Also rel tions 

betwe&n the Weeit,9rn nations and Thailand were becoi:ning mol"e 

run .liorati ve where s befor .. the Thai had look d • ith disdain 

upon Testorn overtu...""es in tradin &nd h d prohibited ny 

cornmflrc:lal exchange. 1l1his dem.al of West rn acc~ss served 

as a spring boar £or th Chinese immigration which rew from 

th Chinese tra • 

Most of th-'3 Chin43se mi ,,ration into Thailand ha.s he n 

on ship. or on junk trader. as th~ border country as not 

oonducive to ov rland tra~ 1. lthough there ware trade 

routes nxisting: overJand for many centuries th~Y wer consid­

~r,d azardo sand not adaptable to ~eneral tr val. Since th 

re t mnjo.ri.ty of tb itr®1grants arrived by l.,oat they enterod 

the country at Ba.'lgkok, the thriving center of the country. 

Most 0£ them would sty there how v rev ntu lly they drifted 

into th outer r giona ,, ere they eon.gre ted :i.n th la:r-ger 

citi .. • D spite this concentration nearly all of the villag s 

probably had some aequaintanee with the travelling Chinese 

merchants and trnd rs. As waves of immigration oooured to fill 

specific labor n eds, Chinese communiti ~e s abli h din 
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the south,rn tin ruinin areQs and .uch later in the t"'Ubb r 

growir1g belt., 

ft(lr bolng denied acc0s..» to Thailand, t'1e • e tern 

countries finally gained a foothold i~h tho signing of the 

Bowrin Treaty in 1 55. re hiutory of ru d rn Si may be 

t~i ·ught of as b ginning at ~b.:.n ti a. • ith th,3 pzmi I? oJ 

t,he country tb- aot"'rn observers .. ad an. opportunity to see 

first hand. tha int~rnal conditions. With so many o:f the 

Ocoid ntal countri s intoreated in Siam and the ntl..'neroua 

acoounto o."-travel through th.a country ther woul•i quite 

lo~ically he di~crepancics in the de~cripticns £ ihat ~as 

t !<:ing place. ho ov•Jr nearly all 0£ thoae who wrote about 

'fhailand po1_nt· d oU'c tho prornincnt position Which tho Chinese 

hold in th.G country. Ot"il"ing Oot,l atad in 1857 th t Si , had 

m"'om1d 1.5 ~ill on Chin a~, 200,co 0£ 1h wara :.i.11 tht) 

3 ·1gkok arua. 7 r . ny of the e.stL--:ia-:; Al • Efr•o rath~r Q;:aggerat d 

but th~-ay do illu:Jt "ato the #at'lY influanoe a11d position ''ihich 

1,,he Chinese coirJuuni•t;y was assuming. 

Immigration th.::•ougt tho lf>!iO'a 1-.!ld no diffioultie 

for th Chinese aa the Thai er content to have them. Any 

hi. dranoe on Chinose .igr tion oa.rn .from the Ohinese overn ant 

which frowned vll it. • 'here was a Chinese law ihich ad 

im.rn,i r ticn a,."'l o.f!cn o punishable by de th, howE:rver he nmnber 
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o Chines .... departing .frora China n gate any strong influence 

0£ the law on thosa d siring to l ave. 8 Among oth r thing 

the corruptibhi Chinese of.f.'icia.ldotn allowed bribery ·to make 

th, law relativ~ly unenforceabl-. 

0£ the re sons given for immigration during this time 

th ones prim( rily m ntioned ar economic, a:ither to improve 

ones economic tatus, fleeing from natural catastrophes ~uch 

as floods or droutha whioh have perp tu.ally boseiged China, 

or having pr vious connections abro d such as relatives who 

had already established themselves, or planning to e,cpan 

specific enterpri es. Incidental reasons included the und.e.sir-
9 ables. 

Immigration increased notioeably after the An lo­

Chinese Treaty of 1842 hich lessened the re ulations which 

th Ohines had placed on the immi~rants. In the 1840's it 

as e timat d th t pproximately 15,000 were ntering Thailand 

every year and by the turn of the century around 1,200 per 

month were entering at Bangkok. Even more were esti."!lated to 
10 

be entering overland ·n t;he south from the Malay States, 

These coming from the Malay StatetJ ware primarily desc ndents 

of immi rants T hiah the British had recruited to work in thG 

mines and rubber plantations• 

8chun-po Chen, "Chinese Ove1·seas," Ihe ... Ot¼ines;e Y@if 
!!Qok 12J 2:-J.2, PP• 4:zg ... 45 5 • 

9Ta Chen, • s (Iiew York; 
Institute of Paei.fi • PP• 

lOvirginia Thompson, ~hl!ila.n1, Tht! ~ew Siam (New York: 
emillan, 1941), P• 107. 
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As early as 18a8 the Tha:i, were discussing th~ 

restriction of immi .ration or establishi -_ a Sin,gapore type 
11 colony but it was discarded as being too exponsi ve. This 

seems to_ indicate that rath r e rly som of the Thai ~ere 

ti'~ are of Chine.se opportunism. Yet nothing posit::i.ve grew out 

of these suspicions until consid rably later. 

With the reatly inereased demand for labor in Siam 

after the 1860's organized recruitment eruno into practic • 

Chinese immigrants arri vin~ in the Nineteenth Century were­

of"t n classifi~d as tteont raet tt or ••indenturedtt, or "credit 
12 

ticket", or "free.,. Of these, the "credit ticket" system 

was Widely used by those going to Thailand. As the ord 

implies the immi rant obtained his passage of credit, and 

th captain of the ship car·rying tha immigrant was reu'bur­

sed by a relative or employee for whom the irrill'ligrant worked 

until the debt as paid off. ,. 1th a system lik., this 

.offering sueh an opportunity £or Qxploitation immig~ation 

firms and agencies materialized to recruit labor. 

Th full dimension of Chinese immi~ration throughout 

tha Nineteenth Century cannot be expressed in a precise m.un­

erical value. However, a study of some of th figures which 

were compil d from available estimates sho~s that from 1830 

the yearly immi. raticm total increased from about 7 ,ooo and 

11Ibig. 

120. William Skinner ~hinese Soci~tt in ThaiJ.ang 
(Ithaca, New York: Cornell ~niversity Preas,. 1957}, P• 57. 
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doubling by bout 1870, tor acl round 16,000 a ye r by 1882 

hen th really large influx 0£ Chinese be an. 13 

Table 1, covering the arrivals and departur,9s for tba 

period fro 1$$2 to 1917, disclos a total surplus of arriv ls 

over d partures of Li-51,000 China-born Chin.se. 

The fluetuations in the immi~ration rates as portray d 

in this survey a.re essentially a response to specific chari,es 

in th prosperity o.f' the emigrant ar as and ot conditions in 

Siam. The condition in China most affecting the emi ra.tior1 

rates w s th state of the erops and in Siam the demand of 

labor. This 1 nds su port to n appraisal of the im igra.nts 

during this time as b9ing mainly po,sants or agricultural 

ork rs coming to Siam as oommon laborers, motivat d by a 

desire for econom:tc improvement. They did not try to establish 

a copy of Chines society, because their roots and families 

remained in China. 

In an analysis of the effect of the migr t :i.ng Chine e 

on the ,ihole Chinese community a.-., it exist d up· to th turn 

of the century perh ps the n1ost si ni.f'icant factor contributing 

13Thes fi ures derived fro the following works:. 
Join Cr iford, Journal of an • b s from th Governor 

0 neral of Indi§ to th, Counts o iam BHd Cochin-Chines~ 2nd 
ed.; London: Henry Colburn and Richard antly, 18)0} Vol. Ir. 
pp. 162- 6). • 

Captain H. Burney, ~he Bµrney P Pers (Ban~kok: Vauir­
anana N tional Library, 1910) Vol. II, P• 71}. 

R ~ v r• nd Howard Malcom, Tr V'els 1n South-E ter 
E gra§.sin 1 IIj.nd~sfan._1111 la Si an hin Lon on: 
Tilt, 1839} Vol. • P• 13 • 

D. E. ?J. lloch, Sian Some Genera Rem r s on its 
2rodµc~ign (Calcutta: Baptist ~ission Press, 52 • p. 68. 



TABLE 1 

- ESTIMATED TOI'AL ARRIVALS AND DEPA..'q,TURES (IM THOUSANDS) OF ETHNIC CHINESE. 

ALt THAILAND• ANNUALLY AND BY PERIODS» 1882-1917* 

YEAR ARRIVALS DEPARTURES YEAR ARRIVALS DEPARTURES YEAR ARRIVALS DEPARTURES 

1ae2 17.3 9.J 189.3 27.7 11.2 1906(¼yr) 13.1 10.6 

1883 18.0 9.9 1894 J.).8 16.1 1906-07 68.0 J8.9 

1884 13.1 8.4 1895 29.0 17.3 1907-08 90.J 53.0 

1885 13.9 7.$ 1896 27.8 18.2 1908-09 61.6 49.2 

1886 14.2 7.9 1897 31.0 18.6 1909-10 66.8 57"4 

1se7 15.0 9.2 1898 33.6 19.1 1910-11 80.8 73.0 
i-,t 

18$8 15.7 7.9 1899 33.7 20.7 1,11-12 76.7 63. -
---l 

1889 18.3 10.1 · 1900 27.3 19.0 1912-13 12.a 60.; 

H\90 lt.9 10.4 1901 30 .. 4 l~.3 1913-14 7.3._3 52.2 

1891 16.0 9.l,_ 1902 36.5 18.8 1914-15 60 .. 1 56.8 

1e92 17 .. 1 9.4 1903 54, .. 5 29.9 1915-16 69.2 47.1 

1904 4-4.0 23.7 1916-17 ;3.4 40.3 

1905 45.8 .30.0 1917(3/4 yr) 29.6 27.6 

- io/7.5 201.9 s1,,.1 'fetal l;J-J.4 Total 455.1 Total 0)5~-5 



TABLE 1 ( O-ON'l'Itt1JED) 

PERIOD TUl'AL TOfAL .. - 1" _,,,, AVERAGE ___ AVERAGE -TO'l' AL !CO.ANNUAL 

RRIVALS DEPARTURESI>fif·4-i~Hffils .umuAL ANNUAL suHPLus {F SURPLUS OF 
.ARRIVALS DEPARTL~S AERIVALS ARRIVALS -

1882-1892 177.5 99 .. 4 56 • 16.1 9.0 78.1 7.1 

1893-1905 455.1 261.9 ;t 35.0 20.1 193.2 14,. 

1906-1917 815.7 635.; 7g 68.o 53,.0 180.2 1;.o 

*Based primarily on statistics given in the f'ollowing serial publications: 
Amoy Consular Reports l882•1S9.3; Chiri..a Trade Ret:urns 1882-1917; Chinese Custo.,1ns Decen­
nial 1ieports 1S92-1901; ]902-1911. 1912-1921; KiugeboW Consular Reports 1872-1914; Siam 
Consular Reports ·1882-1913; Siam Trade Statistics 1g99-1906; Swatow Cons'C.lar Re-ports 
1882-1914 • 'Chai Customs Statements 1906-07 to 1917 to 18; Thailand Statistical. Year 
Books 1916-1923, as cited by o. William Skinner•. gp,;ineae Society in l'ba..il~g_ (Itha~a .. 
New York:. Cornell University Pres-s_. 1957)"' P• ol. 

f-.it 
~ 
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to the inte ration of the Chinese nto the whole f bric of 

Thailand w s the aba nee of Chinese ~-,om n,. rior to 189J 
orn~n v cy rar ly mi.rated from China. Bet1een 1862 nd 

l. 2, y ars of h vy ~rni _.ration,. th . .,rcenta.ge of :-;omor.. 

could not have :exceeded t.;o or thre pa eent •14 Chine e 

family councils would not send• vas -ith their husbands as 
thAy £ red losin the fai:nily ntirely. It was unu ual to 

nd an unmarried girl abro d unl ss in the case of extremo 
-ov. rty she ,. as sold into prostitution. Ev n in th inter-

~ nl t:im p to 1905 the proportion of wcrn• n rrivals 

pr-obably did no,!,, 1:ceed more than .five percent. 

This absence of ChL"'l~sP. women resulted in either 

th male ini.migrants r maining sin le or marrying loc 1 
n. Sorne wourcea indic. .. to that a great majority of tho 

mining and pl. t?tion ork rs did not marry as long s they 
r ,,in.d in that status. • L~ilarly an equal m jor1ty did not 

marry nong the urban wa .. ,e earners. Tho""e that did marry 

• er~ the :farr.ers or plantation owners, the m rehnnts, artisans, 
and to a 1 Aser d ~ree the lower shop assistants. Th~ wealthy 

lf+Thes. figur s r present cros ction view of three sou.re s: 
fra Chen, C,hiueae Migrati2ns ,,tlth Seecial RAf~ren~,! to L~bo~r Conditions (W shi uton: U. §.Dept.of L bor, Bure u of L bor Statistics, Bulletin No. 340, 1~23), P• 84. 
Great Bri.tain. Forei~n Office, Annu~l D:i.Plor. ,ltic an,g ConsylAt RaEorts on the Tr.Jilde gf Kiun~chow !:22 (tondon: 

Harrison and Sor!S l • p. 6 .. 
H. Gott1aldt, Die Uberse~ische ,Ausw~nderung d r Chine ~n und ihtQ...EinwirkHn~ aul die weiss and gaXbe Ros~ {Bremen, 190)), 

pp. 44-49. 
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m rehants usually had more than one wif and some bro ht 

th .ir wives over from. China. Mor d:lr-ctly th tendency to 

marry vari d directly with tha economic tatus of the indiv­

idual, '\': ith the t .mpor ry workin classes .arryin;.r. l ss 

fr-quently and th more p~rmanent merchant cl~ aes more 

frequently •15 

With thi ,. rowing int rm rriage some attention should 

be addr ssed to the mixed parentag in.fluanc on the children. 

Thi cone rns th hole relationshi betwe n the two peoples 

an ,ust inelu ea consid ration of some of the immediate 

ra.rr ifications. First of all th ro was no racial barrier to 

eon£lict ith a eompl te assimilation givsn ufficient tim. 

The t 'lO people ·ere similar in physical appearanc a.nd the 

l,,~kghi;n children \'ere n ver considered a di.stinct class 

separat from each group. C.:ith r they identified as Chinese 

or as iames- - Usually the second t1eneration was oapable 

of speaking both 1 nguages. 

It can be credit d to the Siamese government that a 

Sino-1hai culture \-Jas never allowed 1t> dev lop. The J,.ukchin 
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either bec~e Chins or Thai. Th re 1as no middl ground. 

The gov .rnment 's policy ma.de it necessary th t all ma.le 

Chinese descendent take either identity. 

One reason that a lukchin ,ight desire to remain 

Chin se as beoaus of the traditional favorable position 

hich th Chinese a a people h ld in Tlailand up to this 

tim. Chinese men ware subject to the triennial. tax but 

xempt from corve, and personal service while the Th t and 

other Asian nationaliti shad to be attach d to a patron or 

ovarnment master. This relation hip will be explain d in 

mor detail in th ehapt r on labor. 

The actual id nti.ty pref'el"enco of the first gen ... ra­

tion luk;cbj\n children would of course vary with the individual 

but as emr,monly thought the girls would tend to follo~ the 

mother and th boys th father. There is considerable vari nee 

3mong the interpr tars of this period in actually pinpointin 

a sp~cific movem nt of the second g nerat on children in 

either national direction but ost of them concur in stating 

that third generation children were "°enerally Thai in culture 

and id ntific tion. 16 This comparatively rapid assimilation 

seems to indicate that without the continued immigration of 

Chinese bringing in the stimulation of the Chinese eultur an 

with no great desire to maintain th ir Chinese-nee • the 

Chinese community would have become an integral part of Thailand. 

16victon Purcell, The Chinese in Soµtheast Asia (London: 
Oxford Univ rsity Press, 1'95fJ~ P• 147. 
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'l'h Twenti t.h Oentu:ry u~hered in ;;i whole new series 

or problems conoeming the Chin so c001munity. This is new 

era in the Chin se position in Thailan. The tr nsition as 

th culmination of a series of events none or whie sho d 

th Chinese inn favorable light to the Thai. 

Then tion lism of the Chines as aroused by the 

success of China in der· ting Japan in 1895. The overs s 

eommuniti s bee imbued with the revolutionary movement in 

China Close b hind them were th Thai who t era be inning 

o experience the spark of nationalist feeli'ng. The pr-es .nee 

of e tern nations in Th iland sine the mid 1goo•s h d 

brought many n w ideas to tho Si ese. The results of 

estern styl education and th broadening inf'lu nee o£ travel 

opened the ya of m ny i ese to ht was happ ning i their 

aountn. 

The "Chinese problemD b came vividly r cognizable 

situation to th Siaru a speoi.ally after the incidents of 

1910. Thia was more or les a turning point in th ir relation-

ship. ithi the gov rnment ther wa a definite eoolness 

to ard the Chinese after the d th of Ki Julalongkorn that 

y ar. He had eon$istantly be n f.'riendly tat-Jard the Chine e 

and reeo ,niz.ed them as a component p rt of the country, His 

vie·: was publicly state-d as 'thi : 

It has always been my policy that the Chinese 
in Si should have th same opportunities fo~ 
la.bor and r or profits s are posses ed by my cNn 
countrymen. I r g d them not as foreigner but 
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as one of the component parts of' the Kingdom 
and ~ing in its prosp rity and advance-
m nt. L7 

King WaQhirawat. his son, had boen educated b~oad 

and was irery much atun . to the observations of .ste~er-s. 

Such statements as ~One day 111 see the Si~se raee no 

long r in e,d.atenc and the Menan valley peopled by Chinese, tt-11.3· 

and that the C in ~e •are more likely be£ or~ y y ars to he 

the dominating p opl of Siam .... and ei.ther to swamp the in• 

dolent. and lethar:,ie nativea, or tran$£orm them by fusion and 

intermarriage till they are past -eo nition;ul could not 

help but influenes the newly eduoat ,d impressionist ie Thai., 

The developing nationalism of th Chinese inereasod 

their apartn as and magnified th~i~ ethnio differences from 

the Thai, .fornonting a net a1aren S$ of their Obin ae eharacter. 

Thia was ma.nit st in their streng~henin t ties •• ith the 

homeland. ostablishin.g th ir own schools and newapanera, an 

1ner ae of Chinese political acti~ity in th country, and 

:i.n th ir bridgi local di£:t~reneos in tho community in the 
20 

interest 0£ ~ purely Chine$. cause. 

One of the £irst inflammatory action, th strike of 

\ 

l7Thompson. .P!b 
18Franeio 1'il.try, 

(January, 1903), P• $8. 

Qit •• P• 108. 

Bangkok", ll!VU.§. e tleo1)r@~h I.II 

l9J. o. n. Oamb 11J. s1m~J.n the TwgnJ;,ie~b g 1~ua 
(London: Edward Arnold, l9v2), PP• i~•l3 .. 

20Skinner, ORt s;it •, P• 159. 
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1910, brought h e to th Thai, only too well, that they 

were Virtually at the rcy of th Chin ae, One of the 

last refoma of King Julalongkorn had been in 1899 to replace 
I" 

the oorvee conacriptive work sy t m with an annual head tax. 

Th Thai and other Asians in the coun.try had to p y four to 

i~ b;tht per ye r whila the 01'ineao paid only· 4,2$ taht 

trienially. In 1909 a decree onded the favor ble tax position 

0£ the Chine and made them suseeptibl to tho same annual 

tax as the rest of' thn opulation. 

Actually the tax tas fair to all but the Ohin sew re 

rebellious and decide on a gener 1 strike among themi~lves. 

The Chineae mer hant.s were w rned that if th~y did not cornply 

there would be retaliation on their businessos sueh as arson 

o~ pillaging. Although the Thai police had offered protectiQn 

for tbose who would st y open. all of the Chinese shops olose 

and the strik lasted to:r- three days. Rice and other food 

beeame scarce and expensiv and bus ness and hipping were 

paralyzed. The Thai people w ~e reatly inconvenienced and 

their prejudice was int nsifie inst th Ohineso,. 'the 

trik ·as a failure and a disastrous mistake tor the Ohines 

and demonstrated that they were in Thailand to ain what they 

could and wet""e not ;willing to oon'bribute their share. 

Prior to the strike, in the spring of 1909, the Chinese 

government issued a nationality law which dopted the~ 

§angµin;ts principle tha.t all persona 1i.th a. Ohines .father 

• ·ere re :>ai-ded s Chine ,. irreapect i ve of where they ere bo1"n ti' 
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From thi aotion arose the problem of dual nationality. 
1.'his new law foreshadowed a po si ility of intar.ference 

by the Chinese in oount~ies abroad• in behalf of s -called 
Chinese ~itizene., This did not effect Th iland immediately 
as th~re ere no diplomatic r lations existing betieen the 

two countries. To complioate the issue• the laws and r gu­

lations governing the Chinese llational Asae:mbly in 1912 

allo d eix of the 274, Chine senators to b l ct d by 

the elect ral ollege of O"inese abroad. 21 

In 1913 tte Thai government decreed their first 
Nationality Act which like the Chine e act affirmed the 
prtnoiple of jus s 9np;ui?lU• It tated that ev • ry person 

born of a Thai father on Thai or foreign territory was 
Thai• nd also claimed as Thai ev ry p rson born on Thai 

territory. ~2 
This .,ould create a dia 4 ut , on dual nation­

ality for ever~l hundre thousand persons; subj et to rival 
claims and divided llegianoe. 

Indicative of the attitud ~ posses ad by King 11achirawut 

and othe1"'S who wer ... anti .... Sinitic., was an article allegedly 

22thai u tionality Act B. E. 2456, thail;;and ,q2:y; rnmeny,, 
-9£:istt~- Vol ~ IX., P• 279• . Thai la1a ar desi nat d by attaching the Bhudd1at Year number to them. A ditional l w ref renees will follow 
't!Ms m~thod.. Thus number is ruad by addin 54J to the Christian ca endar yea,:. (ljlJ + 534 • 2456). 
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~ritten by hi called hThe Jews of th East" which as 

published in 1914. 23 In this rather severe indictment of 

the Chinese, th det rmination 0£ the Thai to be supreme 

and soverei n in his o-wn land is fully g rminated. 

·lth this b ckground the whol imigration picture 

assumes a ne slant. Table 2 pr s nt clearer picture 

of the actual expansion of irnmi ration £or the period 1918-

1955. 

These immigrations are divided into thre major 

cycles. The first period covering t e years 1916•1 )1 is 

specially important s one of v ry high arrivals, low 

departures and b cauae of' the increas d immigration of 

Chinese women. As compared with the estimated. total surplus 

of arrivals of 451#500 in the 1sa2-1917 p riod, this boo 

period of thirt~en years had a surplus total of 49,700. 

This total is also nearly twice as much as that of the 

subs quent t,enty-£our year pe~iod of 19J2•1955 hich h d a 

surplus of 252,400. 

This t?'i3mendous influx resulted front th favorabl _ 

economic conditions in Siam and in the unfavorable condition 

in Ohi a. Aft r the First norld ~.,or th ... re was a boom in South 

Siam in tho tin and rubb r indu tries, an .xpansion in the 

:t•ice milling and sawmilli11g industries, n iner ase in for .ign _________________ , _________ , ............. -~-· --



TABLE 2 

ESTit-1'.ATED TOTAL ARRIVALS Al!D DEPARTURES (IN THOUSANDS) OF ETHNIC ·cIIINESE. 
ALL THAILAND, At•nmALLY AND BY PERIODS, 1918-1955* 

YEM? L9.RIVALS DEP.:\RT1JRES YEAR ARRIVALS DEPA.'iTURES YEAR ARRIVU.S DEP ARTUR.ES 
,_...,...p_ 

l918(¼yr} 9.a 9.1 1932(tyr) 18.7 14,.1 · 1946 86.0 5.e 

1918-19 67.9 )?.O 19)2-33 59.5 44.1 1947 8),.8 23 .. 4 

1919-20 65.7 43.4 1933-34 25.7 32.6 1948 28.; 22 .• .3 

1920.,21 70.4 36.8 19:34 ... 3.5 27.0 Jl.l 1949 20.0 1.5.g 

1921-22 76.5 46.9 19J5-J6 4.5.2 J6.5 19;0 7.6 7.4 

1922-2) 95.4 65.2 19J6-37 4g.9 2-s.o 1951 17-9 13.7 

1923 ... 24 115.0 66.4 1937-38 60.0 22.0 1952 9.$ 7.3 i\) 
"'-l 

1924-25 92.7 66.l 193g-39 33.5 30.0 1953 6.4 2.8 

1925-2:6 95.; 60.6 19:r~-40 25.1 18.$ 1954 4.0 4.5 

1926-27 106.4 73.7 1940-4,l 23.6 19.8 1~5.5 3.8 4.s 

1927-28 154 .. 6 76.9 1941 44.8 :;6. 

192S-29 101.1 72.$ 1942 11.1 17.8 

1929-.30 134.1 68.2 1943 20.1 20.7 

19,30-Jl 86.4 62.4 1944 13.l 17.9 

19Jl(3/4yr) 56.1 42.4 1945 12.4 11.2 

Total I_.327.t; 827-~ 'lot-al -473 • 7 381.j Total 26o/.8 101.s 



TABLE 2 (CONTINUED) 

• • .. • - . • % • AVERAfil! ltfmAC,f' TOTAL. AVG. um. 
PERIODS TOfAL 

ARR.IVA.LS 
Tor AL DEPARTURES OF ANh1JA.L ANNUAL SimPLUS OF SURPLUS CF 

DEPARTURES ARRIVALS .WtlVALS DEPARTURES AH ... ttIV!L'S AR ... ttIVALS 

191S-J1 

1932-45 

1946-55 

1~327.6 

l1-?J. 7 

2.67.8 

82'7. 

381.J 

107.8 

62.4 

80.5 

40._; 

4.8 

)J.8 

26.S 

59.1 

21.2 

10.8 

499.7 

92.4 

160.0 

35.7 

6.6 

16.0 

,:-:Uaeed on $tatistics supplied by the Iranigration Di vision and the Customs 
Departwent in Bangkok and given in the following Serial Publications: China Trade 
leturns 1918-1929; Chinese Cust-0rne Decennial Reports 1912-1921. 1922-19.31; Repol"ts on 
China Trade 1930-1948; Thai Cu.stems Statements 1917-18 to 1946; and Thailand Statistical 
Year Books 1924-25 through 19.53; as eited in G. Willi&l Skinner. China Society in 
Thailand (Ithaca. New York: Cornell University Press,. 1957),. p. 173. 

N 
o:). 
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trad • and a re umption or construction all of which created 

a heightened d mand for labor both skilled and unskilled. 

With this boom Siam w_s paying the highest wages in Asia. 

At the same time in South China., the predominant 

immigrating area, sooial conditions and crop yields e. 

lo• Typhoon and droughts had blighted some of the arGa 

and deor ased agruculture production resulted from the 

unstable conditions of political unrest, fighting and ban­

ditry. Considering th many pressur being exerted on the 

Chinese and th depr~saed living conditions it is under­

standable that many £led the re~ion, partieul rly knowing 

0£ tho economic possibiliti~s, which xisted in oth r 

parts or Asia imd espe.,ially in Siam .. 

The sharp d cline in imrr1igration in the early 

thirtie is commensurate with the d pression whioh was 

ngulfing th 1·hole wo ld., and th~ policies of the now 

constitutional re hioh came in o power in 1932. Th, 

col lap e of tin and rubb r mark ta• deeraase in rie milling, 

and large drops in th volume of imports and exports led to 

rapidly deteriorating economic conditions i ithin Thailand. 

a:" s dro ped and the dema~d for 1 bor was not suf.fic:1.ent 

to warrant 8.A.'lY inc re s d irr..migrat ion. All these and various 

other faotoro influenced the tluctu ~ing immigration until 

th beginning ot the Second World rar. 

Other than th general eo.on.omio depre.ssion which 

deor as d immigration fro 1932 to 1937 tle increase in 1937-19)g 
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which broke into the general trond of deer asing immigration 

would appE)ar to b the result of' th. Sino-Japanese ar. 

The~e was ta eonsiderabla amotmt of evacuation from South 

ports which s ·uil1 ed th~ flow of immigration into Hong 

Kong a,nd South ast Aaia. 

As th figures indicate the number of arrivals 

notic ably decreased th. follo ting yaar and there • as a· 

tr ,nd t0ward lass and less immigration up through 1945. 

Naturally th 1941•1 4-5 period ·1culd be arr cted by the war 

situation. Comp ring the number of arrivals and d partu~ s 

returning to China this period of 1932-1945 indicates that 

the actual number or Chin se remaining in Thailand is greatly 

decreasod. Departures actually exceeded the number of 

arrival during the cruc:i.al y .. ars 1Y3.3-l 35, and 1942-194). 

With the physical r$Strictions which accompanied the war 

years, ost 0£ t.e immi ration from 1942•1 45 was ov rland 

from Malaya and or rathor static proportions. 

B fora continuing ,:ith tl.e enaral immigration trend 

a more specific appraisal of the rol which wo n immi rants 

pl .. yod and tho population .figures for thJ present century up 

through 1955 dll e;ive some idea of the c us for rnueh of 

the ooneternation hieh shocked the Thai p ople into the 

a~areness of that was beco,ing of th~ir homeland. 

As m.:mtioned pr.3viously the percentage o:f' women 

irnmig~ants was indea negligible until the early 1900's. 

Prior to the immigration wa "e which follo .;d tb:ls First t·,orld 
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Vi:11• the proportion of women probably never' exceede t n 
24 

percent. It is rather difficult to obtain ~xaction o:£ 

figtJ.reis penaining to Chinest!l b~crn.use of their evasive1'lees 

tn . c sus a: 11 ottlo forms of questioning_; 1 owever, the 

general trend of in~reaaed immig~ation by the Chinese women 

is reve-ling of the change induced on the intermarriage ratio. 

In tablr .3 Skinner h;{s sun®ar"ized th~ most t-eliable 

data a:v1i1ilabla i:t1 shotttin.g the i.ber~Qs~d ratio of womlin f~w1 

1921 to 1949. 

By the late 1920's moat of the male immigrants were 

married and approximately a third .of thern °ere bringin.,g 

their wives with them.. It was even more common f r whol ..... 

farr.iliea to immigrate in c~ropar1.son with the previous pra ... 

domin nee ot males alone. Ot the marriage potential in 

Thailand it wa.s note· by London that in the l9J0's the price 

o:t" bride was 50 to 200 haht for a Thai pe sant girl, 100 

to ;00 baht for a .l:Jdkgpin girl, and 300 to 500 for a Chinese 
, 25 

gir .... 

Eviderrely Ohio.€1Se girls were mor~ ,encpensi ve baeause 

of being more rar • In pr-actiee a Chinese 1ran would prefer 

to marry a Chinese woman, but i.f none wer. available or too 

xponsive, h~ would ha.ve to resort. to a J:vJ:S;ch,in 01" Thai wife. 

24Skinner, o;e, a~'t*• P• 190. 

2Standon, gs • .s.,il(.e,, P• 55. 



TABLE 3 

CHINESE MIGRATION BY SEX. THAILAND, 1921-191-i.1# 191+5-1949* 

A. By Sea only• Port of Bangkokt April 1, 1921 to December Jl. 19)1 

~rALE FEM.ALE 'tOTAL ~ FE"-iALS OF TOTAL 
&:..elU 4 ..,.. l i A , · ·•--~~--

Arrivals 765.265 201,84? 967,107 2o_g7 
Departures 4g9.617 116,580 606,203 
Surplus 275J648 a~.256 360.904 2.3.62 

B. By All Means of Trav~l, All Thailand• 1932-1941. Inclusive 

?~'\LE FE?-L\LE TO'I'AI. % FEMALE OF TOT AL 
\,Iii) 
M 

Arrivals 300,799 108,997 409,796 26.60 
Departures 23,2,573 77,4.32 310.005 
Surplus 08,226 31,565 99,791 31.6.3 

C. By All Means of Travel., All Thailand. 1945-..1949 Inelusive 

l~ALE FEI•lALE TOTAL % FEI,1AL3 OF TOfAL 

Arrivals 1)2,337 60.104 193 ,0/4,l :,1.45 
Depart.ura s )6,417 11,031 47,44 
Surplus 95.920 49,673 145,593 .34.12 

*'I'ho Original source for A was the Customs Department. Da-ta cw.piled from Thailand 
Statistical Year Bod! 1'133-34 t-o li.34•35 (ifo. 18).,, p. 98. Data £or D and C were com­
piled from statistics .supplied by the Immigration Division. The war years •. 1942'-1945. 
have been omitted. This table ei~ed from o. ~.filliarn Skinner~ Q.~ines~ Society;_ j.n Thai-, 
laml (Ithaea. New York: Cornell University Press, 1957}., p. 191. • 
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Lat~r in the l930's more Chinese men te~e brining 

China-born wives. itb more Chin-se and J,ukghin girls avail• 

abl$ t 

marrying 

unrnarri d Chines would marry them in deference to 

Thai irl~ Thus not only w r all Ohinese homes 

b coming more prevalent; the Chinese men were marryin the 

lukchin girls who ~ould llH)r& likely tend toward establishing 

a Chinese home than a Tbai girl. Yi· ith the Chinese usually 

concentrating in a sp eific a~a of a oity or community the 

tendenoy to retain Chinese attitude was inore sad. Inter. 

marriage was becoming less common and aince the S eond World 

far and in recent y ars intermarriage ha.ti beeoroe rare. 

As might be £ear.d tbeae all-Chinese hoines were no 

assistance in assimil ting th 1 Chine$e as an integral part 

of the nation.. The revtv-lng and continuing of separate eul• 

ture oould not in any way enhance the plans of the government• 

In presenting any figures on the ethnic Chinese, great 

difficult.y ari es in determining 'lhen a Chinese stops being 

Chines.a and becomes Thai. According to the Thai Nationality 

Aet, any Ohin8se bo;rn in Thailand a~e Thai nationals, but 

athnioally they are still Chinese. Merely being classed as 

Thai of course does not make them Thai and a a rtain m.smber 

ot them will consider themselves ore identifiable with China 

as th center of their allegianee and their inter-est ar~ 

directed toward their original horiJel nd, 

The most raeent census repor-t of 1947 listed by rae~ 
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835,931 Ohines of a total population of 17.4; million. 26 

Later figures of 1951 indicat, th re er. J.,147,084 ali n 

Chinese ra istered. 27 This does not ev n inelude the number 

of ethnic Chinese with Thai citizenship, all of which shows 

that the Chines popul tion seemed to be increasin on an 

equ l basis as the Thai populat.ion increased. 

Since there has been no census since 1947 there are 

no eoniplote fi ures 0£ the relative proportion today, but 

recent evaluations SU/1...,gest the possible number" of 9thnic 
' 

Chinese as approxim tely three illion of the total twenty 

million population. 2$ 

Skinner has formulated a robable model of rowth 0£ 

the Chinese population for the period 1917-1955 which i o£ 

consid ble inter at in sh ling that the r l tiv percentage 

of Chines h s remained fairly constant throughout this 

p riod. 

Undoubtedly with a: cessation of' immigration th par ... 

centage of ethnic Chin se of th total popul tion iill decline 

altho~h the Chinese population will increa.se. Only if the 

26TiiAILAND STATISTICAL OFFICE, ~atist~m!i It~ fiopki 
Tb!;l&Jd 1953, P• 68. Furth r references to this sa~ a wi 1 
on y indicate title and specif d year. 

27Ibj.g .• , p. 135 ~ 

2$•end 11 Blanchard (ed.), Thtiland its P~oaie i~s 
.Soeietf, it,s OyJ.tur:a (New Haven: iim1an Relations Arealles 
Proaa, l 5s'J, P• li7 • 



TABLE 4 

A PROBABLE MODEL OF THE GROWl'H OF THE ClIII-lESE POPULATION n 
THAILA1lD, 191%·195.5 (Estimates as of December Jl in Thousands)'* 

Est. -.S-Yr Rate Est. Total 5-Year 
• Iii 

Est. 5-Year Est. % Chi.na- % 
total of of Change ot Rate oE Total Rate Total Born All 

YEAR China- Since Local-Born ot' o.f' , Population Chinese Chinesa 
. Bern Previous Increase All Increase of of o£ 

..... Chinese I f/atf? Chinese . . Chinese Siam ·- • 

Total ,· Tgt.,al 

1917 349 .% 557 i 906 % 9,232 3.7$ 9.S 

1922 445 ·35.3 6)4 l;J.$ 1,079 19.1 10,.202 4 • .36 10.; 
' 

1927 600 34.s 733 15.6 1,.333 2;3.5 11,419 5 .. 25 11.7 

1932 12~ 21,.3 864 19.2 1,592 19.4 13,087 ,5.$6· 12.2 

1937 714 -1.9 1.020 1-e.1 1,734 8.9 14,721 4.85 11.8 _ \..) 

Vt 

1942 689 -3.5 1,187 16.4 1,876 S.2 16,,066 4.29 11.7 

1947 765 11.0 1.,359 14.5 2,12l; 13.2 17,643 4.,34 12.0 

1952 121 -5.0 1,524 12.1 2,251 6.0 19,,384 3.75 ll.5 

1955 696 -7.l 1~619 10.4 2~315 4.7 20,.480 3.40 11.3 

*"\s cited in A. William Skinr1Sr, Chinese .Soeiet:y in Thailand {Ithaca, New York: 
Cornall University Press, 1957}, p. 1$). 
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a imL.ati¢n Qf the Chinese w re to nd could. th y possibly 

retain suob a high perc 1 tage of the total• and ther., is no 

bldiea.tion that QijSimilntien is not still in pr~g:r0$s althoush 

it has been retard d from time to time • 

.Al.tho .h really significant restriction on immigration 

id not CQR!e until after • orld 'ar Two. the fhai governm ~t 

did pass its first inm:d.gration lav in 1927. The aet tho h 

11ot of a vtry .string,tm.t na.ta.tr$ was a beginninf; and served as 

a ba is tor a seriee of measures which followed aimed at 

curt iling the numb r of immigrants though not rej cting them 

ompletaly. 

Th~ following excerpt ives some idea or the scope 

of 'th la:10 

S~c~ion 6. The following liens are prohibited 
from entarir.g Siam: 
(1) Persons not possessed of proper passports or 
oertific tes of nationality issued by a Government 

eo nized by His :M'.ajesty1s governrnent. 
(2) Persons suffering fr-om any of such diseases as 
shall be spee:Lfied nd announced by the Ministry in 
the Government Gazette tor the purpo e of thier .section. 
()) Pet-sons \ ho have n()t beeti v ecina:t..ed aliainst 
~m.allpox. and r~fuse to b~ vaccinated ns provided by law. 
{4) felf'sons who ha,ilQ n~ tnctepend·ent incomf or support 

-and lfh~ ar •certified bf the medical inspeetor t,o have 
a physical or mental defeet or disease that renders 
the,m unable to earn their living. 
( 5) Persons who are or a bad character or are lik ly 
to create disturbances or to endan :,er the safety of 
the public or the KingdQm oi' Siam. 

Section 7. The Minist17, with the eoneurranee of 
the Minister or Comm i--ee and Oonununieations is empow­
er d to make an order finng the number of .aliens ot 
ny l\at:.l i.onal itl-y or 0£ c~tegot•y oi' ouoh :alien" that may 

be ndmitt~d into the Kingdom aaeh fQ r. · 
Seetion 14. Any alien who ent@rs the Kingdom by 

concealing himself or his i entity in order to evade the 
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provisions of this Act, or contrary to the order 
of the official, shall b punish d with fine not 
to exc~sd one thous nd boht. 

Seotion 15. oevor 'ili'ully bring an alien 
into Siam in contravention of this Aet I or assists 
an alien to e~ d the f)rovi ions of th:ts ct shall 
be punished 'Ii.th imprisonrr.ent not exceeding six 
months or with a fin,l not exca ding t 10 hundred 
boht orb th.29 

This act , s follo ,ad shortly by a Ministerial regula­

tion, d si ~ ed to exp dita ths la i, ··1hich allowed an immi rant 

not h ving a passport to buy an id ntifieation pap r £or a 

f of four aht. A later regulation in 1928-29 et the f a 

at ten ba lt. 

In 1931-32 th• Immigr tion Amendm nt Aet as pa~ d 

in an ':lffort to det~r aome of t e immigr~tion. This action 

coineidt:?S with the creation of the ne •1 constitutional monarchy. 

s a hypernationalistic ·£fort to reduee the eQntinued inflo~, 

thf? charge for a oertif:icate of resid nee ·t r ised to thirty 

baht. .:.iine, most of' the imraigr nts ere c ing fr-om econ ..... 

omiea.lly pressed areas, i'ew of them ad much m~ney. 

The lens 1hos. passports ~ere ·n ord r only paid 

thi. fe ., but those ·~· i'thout a proper ono had to pay ten baht 

£or t 1 identification paper n ddition to the thirty baht. 

Iner (: i $1Y monetary obstacles w re beirt$ er ato o th art 

t a immigrants. An alien who made his ho e in Thailand nd 

wanted to cross th border had to pay fee of five baht £or 

29I 1·.,1."'ation Law • E. 2470. ?bailang gffirnment qaze:tct;§ .. 
Vol. LI1r, P• 79. 
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T :te ne !'I ct held t' - followi a- tipulation. s m ns 
f pro !bi· in ;, e 1try into tlt aoWltry by 11\.n ; 

• on 3 t 01 us 5 P n w are. 0-f ba ch ra-otu,.. 11kaly to er ate disturbance or to endan :,er tho -"' the public or t /in d , o am. 
: Per s aro b to pa oh res as tta r d d to th or t y re lat;lon 1sa $din p\U:'1lu o i. Ac 3 

Ae th ae r triotion atil d 
tha eontinued now of immi •ration as much 

r1 lly r t rd 

would. have been 
air· d, t··10 ditionttl otifie tions ndi the M nisteri l 

·l u.at.ions r ub ished. Tb r,!sidence f was r i .. d to 

100 a1 t an th r ontey e was J:lfli~e-d t t, nty baht. Thoee 
ho had paid the d ten l~f the country tor 

r w.,r li blo to th 

rict:t n. wer·1 inclw:bd hich xelud d nyon w, er the age 
of t ·1enty who w s not a eOlilpani d by eith i-- parent or had not 
r e iv pernd. si n rom the l ini t r h Interior. and 
any r 01 oft ~ v. or ov r ·ho coul not d or it .. 

so i olud d "n th oti.fi-
c :t on r1as t pow r or tih immi ration autho ities to ppoint 

to eheek on the ~a :tog a d itin abil ty of ,h 

.or . youtl rul immi. rant • 31 

ra.u1on 
-....:.:.~-'-=~ ...... =----,~• V 

.3 ·Dire • o:i 

nt Act , E. 2475. !.hUl&wi 
II, • 177• 

iam, l2l,~·l2, P• 87 • 
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Thes - :restrict.ions ware thought to be· useful tools 

in helping the immigration of.ficors to reduce Ohlnesa immi­

gr tion. One QQVantage was that since the majority of the 

immigrants war peasants, illiteraey was high part.icularly 

among the rnmen which was dE.lf"initely to the a.dvantags of the 

Thai who wer~ not too enthusiastic at having sue' a high 

percentage of women iramigrants. 

As seen in the immigration table of l 18-1955, these 

limitations did not hinder t-he Chinese :i.t they wanted to come 

bad enough as the year 1937-38 showed a big increased over 

the previous year. As explained earlier~ eonditions in China 

were primarily respo1'lsible £or the exodus taking place that 

year as the Sino-Japane$e War was taking shape. Alternative 

measures were resorted to if' legal means were not:, sa.tiefac ... 

tory. Back door immigration eroppod up to escap~ payment of 

the i:nereased fees. 

There is no way of knowing how many entered secretly 

but the practice continued for" sure as late as 1939., The 

gov~rnment'$ answer to this illicit entry took the fonn of 

the Registration o:f' Aliens Act. lt was passed in 1937 and 

required all ali ns to have a certificate provided by the 

. goverrur1ent, which had a photo raph supplied by the alien. 

Then photographs were to be changed every five ff3ars. The 

Act was ,,ade retr,oactive, therefore including all aliens. 

This ce~tificate, like a passport, wns required to be in 

poss aaion of an alien at all times ready to how a respon$1ble 
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ofticinl. The fin for failure to produc th c rtifioate 

was 200 baht, so in ~ffect it wa cheaper to p y th"' ntry 

fee f 100 baht. 32 

Still not s :tisfied with the progres in docre sing 

Chine •. irr.migr tion a.nothAr !JrJ.r.igration A t ,1as pasaad in 

1937 .. 3s. The ne i aet raised the residenoa feo to 2co b ht 

a yem- • In addition immi rants llowed to enter :the countx•y 

had to have an independent income or oame mens of aupport. 

Natur lly this Hould hit directly at. the Chinese although 

they were nev, r. mentiona especifically. Further lee ,ay 

was giv n to the Minist r of th Interior by empowerir (J' him 

to fix the amount ot money Which an alien must hav and it 

neca sary he could establish a quot !or ali s of ny 

partioular nationality or for any category of ·a nationality.JJ 

In in erpret tion these powers would allow him to prohibit 

Chi eaa 1omen if such move 1ould have ever ba£n contemplated. 

As might b exp cted the Ohines0 soon reali~ed that 

t..he once fav ral) e posit ion which they h ld ha.d crumbl d and 

the a. ogan of the govern ant "Tl cl.land i pro Thai; it- ia not 

anti-anything; n was a propaganda s¢reen to conceal the real 

.ntim nts of the gov<:rrun nt. Tl e pre-w r immi ration i-tas 

b.,ginning to level off.• and during the ·wat- yea.rs ac soon in 

32 i.-.n .agi trat ion A.et B. E. 249.3, A.nnual Co;JJ.p,gt!.9n 
.2.t: Th~~ .L~ Vol. LXI II; • 846. 

J3Ir, ,.igration ct B. E. 2ltgo,. 1hi!il2r~ Oovarwr!imt 
G3zettA Vol. LIV, P• 1101. 
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the immi~r tio table th re was a r ther static itu tion with 

arrivals and d partur s being practioally qual. 

Th~ government h ving s iz d control 0£ the ituation 

tried to uQe th most et£ective man a.nd did not less n 

th ir r i n to any , at extent v n after th tr mendou rush 

of irmnigrant into h iland in l 46 h nth doors w re open d 

wid for brief timo. 

ft•r th war the 200 baht r:)i:,idenee fee ,as still in 

eff ct but th inflated currency ad th valu bout qual 

to the twenty baht tee of l 32. Th ar its lf can be con• 

ider d a primary reason for the lar number of imroigrants. 

Th iland 1s economy had not surf rd as China's had and was 

on the way to a period of proGperity, this relat::i.vely unscathed 

condition was v ry attractive to th w r w ary Chines • 

8 ein this normous incr._ase the Thai overnm-.nt 

could not ignore th future r ificatio11 of allowing uch 

an unleas d ov rflow of' Chinese to continue, In 1947 the 

first quota sy t •1as put into effect £':being the limit at 

10,qoo per ye r.34 Thi quota lasted until 1949 wh .n the 

Chin s. quota w s t ttt the same lev ls as that £or all oth r 

ationalities.35 Th Immigration Act of 1950 fix d th upper 

)5Tbailand. Ministry of th. Interior: Notific tion 
cono rning the fixing of number of alien Nationalities enterin 
the Kingdom of Si , D. E. 2494. International, Transl€m:i;op of' 
Thai Lg s, 19;2, P• 471. 
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li it on the quot of all nation lities at 200, st th 

residence £ at ,ooo taht an provided evere r striotions 

and control on immigration. 36 To l ssen thes llowable 

entr e, th ov rnment permitt d the Chinese already in the 

count:ry on temporary permits to apply for the permanent 

admis ion quota. In thi way v ry r :-1 n ,w immi rant ~tere 

allow d to enter as the quota was b ing fill d by those livin~ 

in 1l1hailand. 

Today in order for Chin .se to enter 'l'bailand th .. y 

must have a. vi tl isaued by the Thai con ul. in addition t 

the paa po~. In the ~arly fifties new ChinASe arrivals had 

to re ister With the Chinese .:) bassy cc mpanied by two 

X'-8.latives who would sign s guarantors. Those who latt the 

country had to reente.!' within the time limit afixed on their 

p ssports on else forfeit their reentry privilege. It is 

important to note that siriae the~ is no diplomatic :relation-

ip existing betw en Comrr1m1ist China and Thailand all the 

Chinese enterin Thailand must do s through th Koumintang 

govorrun nt or throu~h Ol.'t lats in Hong Kong• 

In 1950 the Thi Parliament passed the Alien Re istra­

ticn Ordinane which r qu:r d 11 foreigners to carry a more 

complete identity oard than ones previously used. The yearly 

r n wal £~was increased and aliens had to notify the police 

36Itnmi~r ton Aet D. E. 2495. \nnual Coll~~tion of,ThQi 
~ Vol. LXIII, P• 964. 
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if tb.oy le.ft their plaoe of maid noe for more than t to 1'1 ek .37 

uite ithout uning t~e reg1$tr&tion lee w rais din 1952 

fre111 t~antt baht t,o 400 'bahtr.38 1lh!.e applie,d to all aliens,. 

but inc3 the Chinese constituted the larg~ t li n ~l"'OUp thay 

w r& th onQa most eonoe:rnad~ Tnese t ..::1 had toi- s e time 

b .n a eon\"$td nt source or :ravenue tor the • ov~rmnent. Pre.­

eumably tboao w~r<:i ?!"aised to f1n l'lC$ snlLU"'Y 1no~eaeas i ~ho 
39 ~ov:n;•nment. 

lQWj.y other re ·trie'bi n w ... :r-e. imposed., conti,nually 

pr~s :ine t.be Ohine~.->.• llespit« th.a$e UmitatiQM it was 

1 v"dont tlat mru1y .:ten.s WP.re n e r~:..iat rln. and th t ill ,al 

~-:m.t:rte$ iar~ oontinu ng,. In 1954 only 7001000 aliens r1 gia­

ter~ ~1hic'tl prompt8d tha Thai to exeeut !ncre aed cont:r-ol 

ovex-.1lililttl. 40 fholiJe un:d.$i"" eiShteen and OViSl" a1:itty who had. 

. Yi t;tly beian e~ pt war nQ"w require to pay, it. ny 

could not pay .-~ a h ~· fe,; anti dai'ault d,. oonsequ~ntly the);"e 

e n tant; ... lamol"' to reduee t-h... f ~. 

Un~il 195!, t irnmigi~t:lon p lieie • re :icempl 't°Y' of 

11. et~~ e;(lt\tai:maentl polit:rY• In is,,, th~ t•e b~gtns 'tGI tihaw 

are indic tiim of th more 
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leni nt appro ch th overnment st k in at tetnpt in to 

dra th Chinese community clos to the Thai ,ay or life. 

In September of that year it was announced that th 

overnmen, would low r the immigration re in 1956. 41 Later; 

ul tion w rr.) outlined t her by six broadly defined olai:>ses 

of li n could pply for exemptions fr paying the£ •42 

... n 1 56 decre s offioia.lly reduced th lien registrati n fee 

to 200 baht from th• previous 400 baht and tai'lred the paying 

of b ck~ e under certain more libor 1 condi ione. 43 

Som of this 1 n:toncy may hav r~sultt?d fro the 

changing intern tionnl sec e. Th Thi h~d had no compunction 

about . nitiating p<Jlie~ f)S T•1hieh w~1:-. d4 pl a ill!.,:, to th9 Taiwan 

gov rl'U'm'3nt aftar l 950, 1oweve:r with th) Ba niung Cor1r rence and 

th inor(?ased po11ition of Communist China the picture changed. 

'iith China poasib y b comi.. ] a . at ·p rtar in As1 , its poten-

t1al could not b ov- looked d Th. i policie of sav :r-

cont inm nt of ths Chineso minorities ,ould not be an ss ,t 

in poss1bl, futurs daalin s ,11th Chin • 

·1it:ih the virtual en or imr.11 .ratio the roal que tion 

faci. g th Thai is ho 1 to mak,, the Chinese valuabl , loyal 

£orce workin• for th ~ood 0£ Th iland. I£ this i po si le 

·t can bo done thro 1 the pro.t-'o .. administ ation of the 

4la_a,.'1.gkok , fo, t, September JO• 195 5 • 

42 ox1i Thai G2v,2.rpmoni G;y;atte, October 11. l 55. 

4)Ministeria1 R ;> 11 tion No. 4 • • 2498 1.rh4flN1<i 
Gov~rnmPnt ~az ~t~ Vol. LXXIII. (Deeemb r 31, 1955. 
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regulations affecting the Ohinese and the appropriate utili• 
zation of the eduoational and 'ilconomic potential of the 
Chinese and by .f'a.cilita.ting by \I/hat.ever moans th continued 
int gration and a similation 0£ the Chinese. barri ~ of 

·course any undue xternal influence, 



CHAPTER III 

CHI?IBSE EDUC TIO. 

Tho influ nc of education on a country's dir-otion 

is obvious and even moro so when minority elements within a 

country pursu a coura seperat nd distinct fro that , hich 

th country i~self follows. Thi tr nd is specially evident 

in the independ nt d velopmont 0£ schools and schooling which 

took laoe within tla Chinese community a ralated to the 

wholo ed, ation l structure in Thailand. 

Prior to th Twentieth I'! ntury the education of the 

Chinese in Thailand wa of av ry simpl natur, bein~ provid d 

i a templ or oth•r informal meetin place. 1 Up to this time 

education had been identi£i d with Bhuddis and was primarily 

used as a reli~ioU$ influence ~ith the t aching being provid d 

by the Bhuddist monks. There is little adequate information 

before this tim on the extent of Chin s dueation among the 

as community; however,. it i important to note that there 

had be n no radical ch n- a in Chin s lam ntary education for 

o nturi,, so any literate p rson could pass on to th next 

--------------~----------------~-----
1Victox- .Pura. 1, 

Oxford Univ,rsity r as, 
oythGast Asia {London: 
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eneration tho tandardiae 1 knowled.a of tho Chin~se classics. 

Among th ·wa lthi !" Chinese,. there · s n t ndency to 

send th childron to :3ehool in Chi a+ A limitation on Chinese 

Aue a ion durin this period ·1as th bs nc of Chi cs women 

in T ailand .. Ti ... aus th, Chin~a 1,en ta tak ... hai wive .... 

f these Sine-Th i or 1,Y.\q;hiJl ehildr n "'ould send th m t<l 

China to school or to rai.so the in the Chinese ducational 

tl"'adition. l o th pr )O nc"' f so roany dia_ cts in the 

immi r nt Ohin,se co :munity allowo coord ... nntion for ducation-

al pur os o mainly alomr, dialt'lctic The t chi of 

4andarin a not yet practiced ao thee ·a no singl~ langua e 

in :1hic all of the O 1incs11 could be taug 2 
• 

Y9t anothor .fa1:rtor uring ·those er:irlier years was the 

1 ck of importanco att ch to education s a dot..,:r,nin nt 

of ·ocio.1 positio by ~h., Chinos commu.viit1 as a ·d1 le. It 

Jhoul e i-ocall .d that, tho ~1a e or i:rri.tJigra.tion up to this 

largely illit r to Chino e fro the agl"arian eomm­

unit ios., Whatr:vor mport:'l?lco wns laced 011 oducation ln er ina 

at t i time as not vl ent in th, ov raaas community s in 

1 3$ it was ohs x-·11ed tl t ducation ,.,a" h ld in _a 1 steilin 

within th eorllln.un:lty. 

;"'\cholar-.,ilip • a a hu.-ury indul d in af~er i~h 
1"tatus wa attain d through the accumul tion of 

---·-------------------------
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wealth; it was not a path to upward mobility. 
Wealthy mer¢ha.nt hir'lld Chinese tt}a~hers t.o 
give a classical education to their children, 
and for the rest there were a fsw small pri .... 
vate schools to which other w ll-off tradesmen 
S'Q'nt their childr n for a :fr11 yaars, at mo-t ,.J 

'fhe ver>y nature of a tr.aneient immi, ran-t so iety was 

not a strong basia for providing a atable adue~tional system 

particularly considering tim di vo-:."'se fac· -ts of tho Chi es 

c omr.ru.nit y. 

Th'¾ :unJ.1etus for the pt"-omulgation of the Ch1ne.;e 

.i.dentity through dducatir;,n diJ not eo e unt 1 tho national ... 

ist ic t~ndonc1.a;-s war 1-1aker>Pd in the overeeas eow.nmity 

during the ~voluti~nary period in China in the arly lYOO•s 

incret,H3&d oonsid .. rably I craatin, -0 .. in~so hous .... holds which 

WJuld tend toward recention of the Ot.tne~e idf.3-ntity.4 

Evan .,.o 1 ide:r-inP' the lack of an exerted. mov';I on the 

part of thP O .1nas~1 tc retain th~ir 07111 cultw .. thrc,ugh 

du.oa.tion, t .r,ir traditic,nal c.1auvinis.m wa till pparenG 

throughout tha Ninir:rtaeuth Century. The Thu gcv,'3rnment 

c<:eJ>teti the ~:xpru.1sion of schoolin& by the ali n minoriti(l£J 1 

con.,ddaring; it as diseiplinary infl.uene.e on the ohll<Iran 

and net th t tht1 alien. schools w,,r~ er ~atin;; a ter?ign influ­

enc~ orJ. the school children. 

Th school mo1r-,m r)t in Thailand wa eti entially a 

>useoond Annual R~port of the M'orrison .. ¥u?ation Society," 
[.ll!_nese Re.a.. !tQr;.v:. VII, {Oetob~~, 1836}, pp,. )\.,e ... 309 • . 

4y'U Lin, ttChinese Overseas, tt Ih,e ,QhiJl~t:Hi .. Y~at'qo,01£ ( l 93 7), 
p. 1252. 
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Western innovraticn brought in by the mission workia1 .. s. Around 

1845 practical e:ducatio:n "a intt•oduoqd into Thailand. Most 

odueation previously was o:-iented toward oarrying on temple 

worship. Io soienc · , la,1 or medicine was taught up to that 

time• In this yaar Pt-inc Mongkut • who later b cat11e the 

king, began a study of scicmtii'ic subjeota.5 After assuniug 

tha throne he brought t~aehers into the royal houaqhold. 

ln 1850 a board;tng school £or Ohineoe boya \ as opened 

in eonjuncti-0n with other mi.s.aicn sohoole fer ... hai boys. The 

first year a total o:f twenty ... oaven Ohi.nes~ \"ltn."e listed. 

S11nrGral year$ later a new prec1;1,dent was stat: ed as Chinese 
. 6 

girls were admitted to tho school.. fheee :t."irtSt modest schools 

•,:eri ot somo irn.portanoe,. but th, impact or"' the misfdcm schools 

an the O,tine~e cottn:rn.mit.y became important only to~-Ja.rd·' the end 

of tha Ninete-:-nth O~utury. Thi~ school establish d solely 

by th Chinae for the son...i cf (;hine""e and eondu.eted in the 

Jhine!;e lang-i.1age wa,$ later to become Eangko!t Ch.r:tatlan College. 7 

It a.s opened in 1901 und.or the new auspie.,s and bG.ca.m~ popular 

with_ Chlnase boys hopirt$ tc ,.,ntar '~'.}.;.tern busin ss houses and 

banks. 

• he ov rall effect of tho old Chin ,se claz.sical education 

5Kenneth P. Landon, '!'haJ1t,lin~§t1 in .Th~lmi4. (New York: 
Institut~ of Pacific ~,3latic.ns,. 1;;41J,. P• 201. 

6r,~. L. M.anteh J I sai, Com •l«.'!ory 
UNESCO Studios on Oo.'UPulsory ~-:·;,J;f,u.;::.:c~a=-!t~:..:.:.._.~'-ff~"f-:'!-~~~~~ 

l:151) 1 P• 17. 
7tando1 • 9.Qa cilf.," P• 2.67. 



50 

was small in rel tion to tho n ber of Chinese and was 0£ 

little practieal value, how ver, it tas b innin and the 

introduction of West rn style ducation , s opening new 

avenu s for th ea.er Chines. 

As West rn influence brou ht advanc d ideas into 

Thailand, the possibility or a national edueation program 

crystallized and by 1898 a plan for it was origin_ated. $ ' ere 

previously education was solely for the rivileged now a 

program to reach throughout the country f'or 11 cl sses was 

being e tablished. This advancement was an out rowtb of a 

trip by one of King Mongkuk1s eons, Prinee Damrong, to Europe 

in l89l to in peet the chools and school systems. Aft.er 

returning to Thailand he op ned a overnment Department of 

Education ~hich became the Ministry of Public Instruction in 

1908. As th emphasis o£ education ino sed the Chinese 

wer • in the forefront of the movement. Among the Th 1 there 

still existed n tive apathy to eduction, o much so that 

it was n cessary to pay Thai f ilies to end children to 

aoh001. 9 

The Chines in Thailand • ere quick r in understand.in~ 

the value of education and preceded the Thai by several years 

in the stress th y put on it. This was brought about for 

everal reasons. Although the immigrants had been downgrading 

gJumsa:i., op, oit., P• 25. 

9Purcell, gp, 9it,, P• 181. 
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ducation, they still maintain d their historic veneration 

of scholarship and th revolution in China b cam an uniting 
£actor for th overs.a s communitie • Without common back­
ground of purpos and with the many dialect groups repre onte 
among them, th re had b n little ground for a concert d na­
tionalistic movement. A~ the revolution was fought for the 
creation of an united China, the effect on the overseas 
comrnuniti s was to brin them oloser together in a common 
cause. The feeling of superiority which th Chinese flt 
traditionally as a peoples of advanced culture could be 
manifest in the revolutionary ideas which wer sw eping over 
China. 

Th prelud to the revolution itself was a revolution 
taking place in the emigrant ar .as of outh China. This Tt. s 

an educational revolution. Hare also mission schools ere 

flourishing and ~1i stern style Chines schools ,, re increasing 
in number and were str ssing pr ctical knowledge in liau of 
the traditional approach. 10 

The ne1 type of Chinese Pducation, a continuation of 
the rote memorization of the classical school, thou h modern 
in cont nt, ~as now available to the Chinese in the Thai 
mission schools, as well as the old home districts of China. 

10china Insp~otor General of Customs1 ~cennial Repor;t.s on tge Trade NaYigatiQn Indus~ri~s, etc., or t e Pon_§ QQ§n to.Foreign O~mmel;:ee' l9-C~in8 . CCXLV!, 1902-19!1 (Shanghai, 1912}, pp. 127-128. 
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The- need for greater literacy among th, Chinese in Thai, and 

arose from the incr asing complexity of business life. Suoh 

things as the usef'ullness of -i'i'ieient bookkeeping and filing 

in the large .firms,. the introduction of banldng, the new 

reliance on correspondence with the Chinese firms in Singapore 

and H<mg Kong created mo-r-e of an appeal to the cotnn1~rcially 

or'ientiid community than to tho traditional classical 'btack­

ground. 11 

'l'he first of the Chinese community au,pported sohools 

was originally sponsored by all of the five major speech 

groups. Due to the strength and posi'tiion of the 'l'eochiu 

speech group 1 the institution used th!$ language and attracted 

mostly students and teachqrs of that language group.✓ This 

was disconcerting to the other four groups. and subsequently. 

they formed th ir own schools with instruo:tion in their dia• 

lects. 'fhese schools were established over a period of years. 

In addition to the Teochiu school, others wer establi$hed 

by the Hakka group in 1913, the Cantonese ln 191/J . ., the Hakkian 

in l 16, nd the Hainanese school in l~J!l. This order virtu­

ally parallels the power and resources of each speech group. 12 

As the educational organization became mo~ concrete within 

th .. Chinese co.mm.unity the whole Thai educational system was 

under oi.ng a -similar consolidation. 

llo. "'illiam Skinner qhinese Society iQ 'l'hail<and 
(Ithaca, Ne• York: Cornell University Press, 1957), P• 169. 

12 Ibid. 
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Und~r the eduction 1 system of Thailand there r 

tour types of schools; governm nt, local, municipal and 

privat • The government school is OM set up and operat d 

as a model by the Ministry of Public In truction. The loc l 

chool is org ized nd supported by th volunta,.,"":,~ effort 

f a oom...iiunity, o -cime.'3 with a subsidy from the Primary 

'ducatiQn Funr.i. !,,unicipal schools were a n w type first 

introduc din 1936-37. They were operated in newly created 

municipaliti~s on a similar pattern as the local school and 

sub idiz d by municipal funds. A private school as one 

maintain d as privat. enterprise, dep ndent on phil nthropy 

or a tuition fee. 1'he e inoluded th mission and Chines 

schools. 13 

In 1$119 the Pri vato "ehools Law was passed bringing 

them :nder the sup vi ion of th ,,linistr-y of' Public Instru­

ct ion. The principles of the private schoolQ had to b 

re ist red with th ov rnm.ent and had to be adapted to the 

tandard set by the Ministry of the Qecond year of seoondary 

school. _ urther stipul tions included th t all alien teachers 

must study Thai and pas la!lb11.1age examinations within six 

mont or on ya a.ft -r bt9ginning to teach, and that Thai 
14 

langua,e must be tau ht three hour a ek. Thes ~ulations 

l)~~,a,tiSt!~al x~ar,q_qok, T9ailit\Su 193 -44, PP• 11g-119. 

14Private Schools Law B. E. 24.62 po1t4et.:t_?,n Qf,.sf).~~= 
at3:.Qn tst~s, ' ha;!.l&nrl• In. the rrh i lawr.u e, '.Bangkok, 1 59 • 
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wor not singl d out as being speaif:i.cally . ainst the Ohinese 

as all of the mission schools w r.t:l .ff cted. !fone the less. 

it shocked th Chinase eons rvatism into protestiug thr.ough 

th ir newspap :rs. The initial opposition by the· Chin l:'U3• 

a.esist d by the lax. ni'orcomant due to th$ impraetieabilit~y 

of th~ laws, was si.tffiolent to restrain the Chinese fr 

more ov-rt action until later laws were pass d. 15 

Th first Primary Education Act was paaaed in 1921 
making it compulsory for all children s.1ren through fourteen 

to attend school at least- £ou1• y ars. They could. meet these 

requirements only by attending a government or a private 

school ilhich followed the regular Thai cours"' or study and 

used books approved by the i,.:tniatry of Edtwation. 16 This 

law as put into e.t'fect e;radually, and th emphasis was not 

in ·t.h _ Bal"'..gkok a:r-ea., e mo.et of the Chinese schools 1ere not 

particularly of.fectod. Und r the absolut monarchy a strong 

en.io e-ement pol,icy waa not followed, and what enforcement 

there was, as exercised in the out1yin..~ regions of the 

cou.1tey. 

Thia perind of grao·- for the Chinese schools was to 

end :ruptly when the nationalistic minded constitutional 

r giwe came into p0t-.ter in 1932. Although these initial laws 

did not impose too uch upon th~ Ohinese schools, the schools 

l5yu tin; '"i'Win Loyalties in ~ia.m," P.sQ!&.1,c. A.fff!i:t'J!, IX 
(June, l~J6}, PP• 191-200. 

16Primary Education Act B. E. 2lt64- Cofl~~l;;i,S2n gf Eguc-
ation Laws, '.l'hs1ilN1d• in th· Thai language, anglfuk, 195;1). 



we:r-e brought under the control of th~ government and would 

be subject to whatever polieie.s th government might adopt 

in the future• 

With the revolution of 1911 in China causi1,g the 

r ~at zeal for odueation, n1a.ny Ghinas schools were being 

st,arted in Thailand. Chinese ~duaation was ,iven fu.¥"thf$r 

momentum by the $u-ee ss of the Koumintang drive in 1926 and 

1927 and the adoption of the ?hre~ Principles of Sun Yat 

S ,n as the foundation or Chinese eau{jat:t.011. 17 

Before 1928 th$ rise of the schools had excit~d and 

degree of inter~ t and attention to them by the Siatttea~ > 

and it seems th~t the administration ~as exp~cting tha~ to 

b a sa.1rce ~f ttnsion. Writing in 1924 1 • A,. Graham 

a~ . .:id: 

Thesa schools, which date from shortly after th~ 
Ghi!lese revolution, ware at first lookGd upon by 
the Siamese with suspieion, as it was thought that 
tney unculeated revolutionary prineiples, and 
checked the free mb:in,~ of Chinese with Siamese 
blood which has been so mu.ch to the advantage of 
Siam. The suspi<.don whieh S""etM.l!d at or.ie time likely 
to lead to interf.,rence and suppr- ssion, though not 
unreasonable, had ap.pari!-'>ntly ft!tded away• a P.teasure 
of purely nominal oontrol had been accepted, and 
the scbools in auestion flourished and increa.!'!Jed. 
They are certainly cr~at.ing a class i1ith aspirations 
and id~als lar~ely fore g:n i2• and s~emin ly incom­
patible with those of Siam. 

'fhe deeisi ve il:1cident in restraining th@ expanding 

Chinese eduoational program was the visit in 1928 of the 

Siamese king, Prachathnipok, to the Chinese sehools in Bangkok 

-----~------------------------
l7Purooll, op1 e~t,~ P• 1a2. 

1924), 

18
~. A. 1raham, ~,Vol.I {London: 

PP• 256 ... 257. 
Alexander Moring, 
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and in the Sottthern Provinces. Ha was impressed with th:;1 

probl~m ot devising a. more adequat, control over the ChinGise 

schools, His trip was followed by that of th~ Minister o.f 

?ublic Instruction, and further restrictions were plaeed 

on the Ohin$Se schools. The old l.w of Thai langu o exam~ 

inations £or alien toaahers after six mmlths resj.dcmey was 

r oinded to imtnadiat~ examination be:f'ore h vine t.tlaohing 

privil gas. The t aol ers in the Chin<1ag sohools usu lly 

came direct .from Ohin • but 1dth che J'."G)Striction, any large 

scale importation of teaohers was no l.ong;-.r, feasibliE• since 

a teacher would have to s.~end a year learning. the, Thai language. 

Under the original aw• th(, la.~ <Q%1:f ore~ment had allow~d thre~ 

or four years of teaching without having to take language exam.a. 

On th~ basis of the. new decree several Ohinesq schools W$'l'9 

closed in 1930 and 1931.19 

The really serious di.ff:t.eulti:.s with th0 China$0 

schools came a.ft r the 1932 S.Q.\lP ... d •eta.~. 'l'ha promotion 0£ 

educa'tion wae one of the main platforr.ia of tho revolutionary 

party. It , as their aim to have fifty per-ee-nt lit~racy • ith­

in a ten year p riod 0£ t.h~ir proposed administration. The 

ex1sten¢e of s~c a strong alien educ~tion system 1~s not 

eons:\.stent with the. nattonalistic inter~ste of the nttw regime,. 

Dr.- Landor, speaking of the. extent cf t H? Chinese school a id: 

These Ohin so schools were alinn in purpose and 
o ,;,;,raetel"'. Fvom the beginning they were found d 



57 

to P?eserve the foreign eulture of a minority pop­
ulation, to perpetuate the Chinese langua e and 
Chin se nationalism. \fhenever the la conflicted 
with their purpose, they got around it if they could 
....... and disobeyed if they could not. Th$ problem of 
anforoement . ot the Primary Education Law with its 
stri¢t provisions about the teacn 6ng of the Thai 
language was therefore .... normous.z 

'110 gi vc som indioat ion of the degree of Chinese in .. 

fluence in thl) schools, in 1931 .... 32 thare were 6/J75 schools 

of which 1,150 were private school, Of the 667,726 pupils 

in school that year 521 809 were in private schools. Five 

years late:" in 19J6 .. J7 tl1ere were 9,344 schools of which 

1,23$ were private. Also the private sehoola had g;,97g of 
• . 21 

the total student body or 1,227,227. - During this £ive 

year p ~riod then there was a total school increase ot around 

J,000 schools which is approximately a fifty percent ineraase 

and with the students almost doubling i'l number. Similarly 

the private sehools only increased by about 100 baiht with 

over a tifty percent increase in studen~s. 

Of course the Chinese were only a part of the private 

· ohool system. but they ere "'lso articipants in the miision 

school segment, and therefore, pla.y~d a significant role in 

• th private_ aehool position. 

In 1931•)2 of the 545 teachers of ali n birth in the 

priv te schools )26 were Ohinese. 22 This is not pal"tieularly 

20.;ta;td.,, 269. 
21.sta.ti,sti~Al Ye1rbook •, T!l@i~, 1938. 
22Puro 11, os, sit., P• 1s3. 
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impressive considering there were 15,005 teachers, but as 

the r pr santation of a p01 er.f'ul inority . roup it was sign ... 

itioant. 

'ith th drive of the naw regima the emphasiG on 

the national values had a direct bearing on Chines education. 

The National Ed cation l Policy of 1933 did not altar the 

existing law but merely put teeth into the enfol'eement, parti­

cularly in th Bangkok area. The roal purpose was to make 

education in Thailand Thni in oh racter as well as name. 

The Ohinese schools were s~t up so tho mornings w re 

devoted to Chines studies in the Chinese languag ; and the 

a.ft moons were devoted to Siames • This m ant les emphasis 

on the afternoon Thai tudy session. overnment inspectors 

found that many Chinese children could not read the Thai 

languag, although they wer supposed to have been studying 

it approximately three hours a day over a three year period. 

The sul~s of these impromptu inspections revealed rather 

clearly that th Thai studies lfler<d being n 1-tlae'te • ln favor 

0£ Chines• 

In retaliation the twenty-eight hou~ school we k •as 

rra11.g d to allow twenty-one hours in Thai studi s. Foreign 

langUQges, which included Ohineso eould only be traue;ht in th 

afternoon and only a maximum of the remaining seven hours or 
the school waek. Sohool ehedules iere closely scrutiniz d 

and it bea:ame an offence to deviat from the one they were 

set up. 23 



The Chinise e~unity was su.f'fieiently roused to 

ciraul tea petition 1 thich was signed by some six thousand 

parenta and more than three hundr d business fiFms, protest­

ing the laws and askin for more time to t ch the Ch.::. ese 

language and also to all~ Chinese teachers permission to 

teach without t: rst having to pass the fhai langua,o-e examina-

tion. he gov rnmont rafus d to make any cone ssions and 

the regulation remain .d1 a££ectin th, missionary teacha:rs 

as ,. ell as the Chinese. 

Th Chin e, not to be outdone, r sorted to several 

devious methods of' getting around th r strietions. Local 

Chin~$ • ho oould pass the languag examination did so and 

turned their permits ov r to new teachers arri Vin from China. 

The ov.rnment retaliated by requirin hotographe and £in.er­

prints. Another trick was to reduo aeh hour ot Thai studies 

ten minut sand devot .. it to Chinese. One or the ext1 6eme 

measures taken waa the installment 0£ a burgler alarm system 

dueh rang when inspectors >1er si t d. The unqu li.fied 

teaehers 1ould hide and be replaced by qualified onos during 

the inspection tours. In the lo~ run the inspector were 

not fooled• and bat en 1933 and 1935 some 79 schools were 

elose.d for infraction of the law. 24 The sharp r duct ion and 

gradual incr aae can b se n in th f'ollo ing list of ChJ.nese 

schools. 



Year 

1933-34 

1934-:35 

1935 ... ,6 

1 )6-37 

1937-38 

Schools 

271 

193 

191 

224 

2.33 

60 

T achers Students 
... 8000 

291 4742 

311 7562 

4~2 9124 

492 16711 25 

Other ways of escaping the Thai educational restrictions 

w re to sand the ehildt'Etn ba<:k to China to sehool or to one 

or th. neighboring countiies, such aa Laos, Cambodia, or Durma. 
which had ood Chin se schools relatively free from obetruction 

by th looa.1 government. In southern Thailand the Chinese 
sent their children t;o Singapore or Hong Kong. Those reoeiv-ing 
an education abboad naturally came from the wealthier Chinese 
families a.s this opportunity was not available to the majority 

of Chinese childr n in Siam, The other alternatiV~lS which 

the Chin se coul consid r 1ere th Thai and other private 
schools and the gov nment schools. The disadvantage of these 

w re the lack of Chines eourses offered in th eurriculum. 
Th Western mission schools were popular because of the o por~ 
tunity of learning t/sstern languages, the excellence of the 
institutions and the comrneree ooursaa. The overnment schools 

w re nev r ad .quate in raoiliti s for the Thai th.ems lves. 

muoh l ss tt:ff' th additional Chinese children. 
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Considering the whole Chinese population in Thailand 

betw. n 1900 and th# mid-.4O•s, only a minority of th Chinese 

ehildr n attended achool or obtained a fonaai education of 

any kind; howover # this group woul be th~ n ost likely to 

assum tho leader hip of the community .ventually, and the 

scope of th ... ir education is important for this reason. 

Skinnor depicts th~ Chin se school system up to this time 

as this: 

The tr g dy or education for the Chinese in Thailand 
••.lay simply in th inability of the Thai overnment 
to affect its not unworthy ends- The ::,Overnment ai.ri 
~ a to educate Chin$se children as 'i'hai--to encourage 
assiltilation. The logical way to do this would have 
be n to supply ttractive, useful and inexpensive al­
ternativ s to edueat • on 1.n th Chines schools, that is, 
a suffici nt number or 0 overnment schools offerin 
instruction in Chinese languag. and history as well as 
thr:1 usual Thai curriculum. This course r.1as rendered 
unthinkabl ... , howevel", by the limited financial resour­
ces made available for education, the 1 ck 0£ trained 
p~rsonn~l, and a bypernationalistic temp r in govern• 
m nt circles. Instead the Ministry of Education tri d 
to remak, th schools into a~eneies of fore d assimila­
tion. Then t tlilSult was a strong int~nsifioat1on or 
ill feeling and suspicion.betw en the Thai elite and 
th Chinese, a strertgthenin __, of Chin se in group senti­
ment which r tarded ssimilation, and an emasculated 
education of limited value or no education at all for 
~he children of Chinese parentag0. Th,re was more than 
just a grain of truth in the wi espr~ad fo ling during 
the 193O's that the Chines, children schooled in Siam 
learned t~ 6b ood citizens noithor of China nor of 
Thailand. 

As th Sino Japanese War bl"oke out in the latter part 

of th 19.30's the eft ot on the Thai government was to execute 

mor-e ootnpletely the present r .strictions on the Chines in 
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every phas of their li£e and th, educational restrictions 
wer no exception. 'fhe number of Chinese t.sachers decreased 

as the Thai teachers becam more pr dominant. The p riod of 

ly36-J8, which had seen a lessening of the stringency 0£ the 

restrictions, was followed by a period of intensified in peo• 
tion. In April 111.39 new restrictions w. re plaaed on the 

Chin. se schools. Th se students of th compulsory ages seven 

through :f'ourte .n wer~ furth r limited to only two hours of 

Chinese languag instruction a week and all other subjects 
must b taught in Thai. By July of that y ar twenty-ti v 

Chinee schools w ~re clos·~d. 27 

Th rand clim x of p.-overnment containment of the 
Chin se follo ad in the ensuing months as not only schools 

b~t printing presses, n.wspaper offic sand associ tion 
h adquart rs w,r~ s arehe. for vidence of suspecte work of 
undercover soaieti .s in 1 .ague 11th activitic.:s oing on in 

China, and to forestall any possible acts of sodition or 
unrest. SeV'fm more schools were closed, all among the larger 

inportant 0!1ines9 schools. 

As part of the whole restraining attitude of Pre11 ier 

Phibun's administration, the line 11a.s hold firmly on the 
Chinese education pro ram although there was a tendency to 

use mor of a liberal policy. A few of th schools closed in 
193 were allow~ to reopen as compulsory private schools, 
with instruction ~ntirely in Thai, a."'ld just a £ew hours a week 
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of Chinese. Many of the larg r Chinese schools in B n kok 

were re.fused registration as Chinese schools so they changed 

th ir names to become Thai schools, teaehin~ no Chinese wh t­

ever. By 1940 additional restrictions, such as r quiring all 

Thai national to kno: and use the Thai language, wer aimed 

at locally born Chinese and to some ext nt Mal yans, iho had 

nev r 1 arn d or did not use Thai. By th nd of 1940 there 

w re no Chinese schools, as such, in operation outside of 

Dangkok, as the new r strictions caused a mass closure or 

·them throughout the country. In Bangkok, the number was re­

duced to two by 1941. 28 Until the coming of the Japanese the 

offensiv ~ainst the ChinJae was rigorously maintained. 

Through the initial years of the Second World var 

there ias littl change in the attitude toward the Chinese by 

the Thai government. During the alliance with the Japane e 

it as suspect~d that the Japanes t first might seek some 

suppressive action ( ainst the overse s Chinese, how ,ver as 

th war period ended it was generally thought that they treated 

them bott r than the Th i did ex:Qept for the forced labor in 

Burma. The Japan se had visions of an .... mpire in Asia and there 

was no reason to ali nat~ the canmercially important minority 

group of Chin se. The upheaval of th war years with the 

Chin se losing to the Japanese in China made these ble k years 

of containment and repression for the Thai Chinese as far as 

the Thai . .,overnrnent policy was concerned. The nationalistic 

2astatist!gal Year Book1 Th§iland 1939-44, P• 127. 



attitude of the Phibun administration of Thai•ifying the 

whole economy and community, did much to alienate the Chinese. 

As the war years progr-essed, the apparent approaching victory 

of the Western Allies created tumoil in the internal politics 

or Thailand whj_ch brought a new government into power, since 

the Phibun administration was thought to have been too closely 

associated with the Japan~sa. 

A whole new outlook was brought about as the new power 

position of the Nationalist Chinese government required recog­

nition by the Thai. One of the immediate sta'r'tling changes 0£ 

the post war period was tbe complete reve~sal of policy toward 

the Chinese.. For tbe first time diplomatic relations were 

established with China and an Embassy and four counsulatas were 

op ned. The in1med:i.ate e.ff,act on the sehool system was a free 

rein of action as the number of Chinese schools increased to 

over 4,00 by the end of 194,S.29 This did not mean, however, 

that their curriculum was allowed to be decided upon by the 

Ohinose themselves and uncontrolled by the Thai gov61"?lment. 

In the Treaty of Amity the Thai signed with the Chinese 

in January• 1946, the only provision £or education was that 

"the nationals of each of the High Contracting Parties shall 

have •. ,the liberty to establish schools for the education of 

their children ••• in accordance with the laws and regulations 

29 N ndell Blanchard, '1:hailang, tts f>eonle, ;tts Socie,tx, 
,7,;t§.. Cult,µrg (New Haven: Human Relations Area Files Press, 
1958), P• h-57. 
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of th country"" (Article VI)..JO In the agreem nt betr'le ... n 

tha two eountri s, th wording of the treaty did not permit 

the Chines to follow whatever eours they desired concerning 

eduction. By pl oing th ducation of the childr n, in 

accord with th la and regulation of the country, the Thai 

asaur d that th y still controll d the ssentia.l nature of 

th educational program. 

To mak th position of the Thai ov niment more 

cl ar; the l• nister of Foreign A.ffa.irs, M. R. Seni, stat d: 

Chin se schools in Siam will lik wiser c ive 
treatment not less favorable th~n that given to 
schools of any n tionality. In chools for primary 
education, which is compulsory in Siam, all children 
h veto learn th Siamese language, it is, howev r, 
the intention or his Majesty's Government to afford 
ppropriate opportunity and the necess ry nmnber o.f 

hours for the teaching of a foreign language in such 
schools. His Majesty's Government h ve no intent:ton 
of improving r strictions in tho

1
teaching of forei :,n 

languag.s in Secondary Schools.J 

After so many y ars of suppression with the n sense 

of fr dom the Chinese ~dentity gr-was th Chins. Embassy 

sought to expand Chines-e education and to organize a school 

system und r the control 0£ th Embassy's cultural officer. 

The Chinese ere hoping to have the primary school re ula-­

tions revised so they might rein tate a mor Chins orient d 

education, but the Thai ov rnment w s ineistant on enforein 

JO,rha.iland. Treaty of Amity between the Kingdom of 
Thailand and the Republic of China. B • E • 24$9 ~l-ang_ 
Qo~ernment Ga§~tt~ _Vol. LXIII. part 20. 

31As cited in Skinner, op, cit,, P• 2$4. 
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priv te school re ulation·, pa.rt:tcularly those provisions 

limiting the hours of Ohinese taught and the registration 

requir d with the Ministry of Education. When th Chinese 

beoam too obstinate and refused regist.r tion or held 

stud~nt strikes or hinted at closing their stores, the Thai 

overnment ould close the Chinese schools. 

In 1947 th Chinese Ambassador eocured some concess­

ions from the Thai, eoncorning the examinations tor Chinese 

teachers, 'th selection of textbooks, and the us of the 

Chinese lan ua~e in teaching some subjects sueh a.a geography 

and history. D. spite these r ew concessions the government 

adhered to the principles of compulsory education tor everyone 

and .t"ixed qualificationa £or private school teachers. 

Like the swing or the pendulum oing from one extreme 

to the other, 1· 48 brought .forrut?r Pr mier Phibun into power 

again, a result or the November 1947 Coua a~.etat. With a 

rebirth of the anti-Chinese s~ntiment similar to the 1nid­

thirties. the Chinese middle schools were closed and the 

primary schools brought und ... r strict controi. 32 Visibly 

these limitations on th~ Chine$e were to the advantage of' 

the Thai as this was a period of drastic changes in China. and 

the Overseas Community was affected by these internal condi­

tion in China. Between 1948-50 the eommunist elements in 

.32Lamiston Sharp ( d.) res I3andb9ok on Thail.iad HRAF 
Subcontractor•s Monograph (Ithaca, Ne,, York: Cornell University 
Press. 1956). 
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the Thai-Chinese Community were experiencing a steady 

inor ase in power and prestige as the Conuuunist, 'rmy w s 

overwhel.m1.ng the Nation lists. The Chinese t~aehers, i 

gener 1. eo:nsti.tuted a vanguard in the acceptance and pro­

pogation or 'the New Demoeracy.J.3 

Premier Pbibun was considered M extremely Nationalist 

as was seen by the restricted education of the Chinese aohool 

syst m in the late thirti s. His return assured no laxity 

of control over the Chinese. Where there had been 17,000 

Chin se students during the years of l 937-3t! there were now 

over 175,000. 34 

For an ad 1nistration whieh was not d for its nation­

alistic tendencies, this revelation was r ·ther disquieting, 

and as might be expected, more drastic steps were to follow 

to reverse the trend. 

To begin with• Ohin se schools which had failed to 

register according to the law were not allowed to open the 

following academic year. All Chinese secondary schools 

applications for registration we~e rejected. Sinee 1948, 
I 

Chinese seeondary education has been limited to elective 

courses in Thai middle schools or to a few Chinese vening 

schools in Bangkok. 3; This marked th end c;,£ Chinese 

secondary schools. 

----~------------------------3Js1t1nner,. op. git., P• 323. 
34s.~ta.,t~. s.tical YeJ!.~Jook Th,ailind 1937•38, P• 201 and 

St!:\tJ.£3.Y,_~Y,!G~, Book,. Tliai~nd 19,o, p. 245 • 

35virginia Thompson and Richard Adloff ~inoritz Pto­
bleme ~n S9...u~h E@st AsiA {Stanford. California: Sta.ni'ord Uni­
versity Press. 1Y$5), P• 45. 
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Ev n the Chinese school which could r gist r, were 

r~quired for the fii·st t! e s:i.nc th ,. ar, to follo. ev ry 

provision of th pri~ate school regulations. Thi created 

a chaotic situation in the administr tion of the schools. 

Limitations on the curriculum follo ed as Chine e instruction 

was ?'educ d to two hours per day. 

Perhap tha roost formidable plan which stunned the 

Chin s was that of reducing the total n ber 0£ Chinese sch­

ools llowabl0. to 152. The ratio of distribution or the 

schools was set up to gi 'e eight schools to tho Ban kok: 

district (or jongwat), three schools to the four outlyin~ 

districts of heavy Chines populati.on nd two schools for 

th• re aining districts. 'I'hia roduction s to be ccompli­

sh dover a poriod of years by closing scho ls for infraction 

of the r _. ulations an1_ not permitting new ones to open. The 

impact of this ultimatum h d a sobering influence on the 

Chinese educators and th0y compil;d dth th 0 letter of the 

r~gulat ions. 

tl'his stru~rtle et ecn Chinese schools and -~he Ministry 

or Education eontinuad until 1 55. During this seven year 

period the Ministry of ... ducation was intransigent in its 

effort to bring the Chinese into lin.. The overrmient poli i s 

:ere correlated in several areas, designed to rid the Chinese 

schools of any poli~ieal influence, to br1ng ,the curriculum 

and school staff into Thai phere of' influ • nee and to lin1it 

the financial bas of the schools, further-causing them to 
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~ely more on th Thai system. 

The cw.munist tendencies in the 0hinese Community 

can be held partly responsible for the invokin of the more 

strin nt policies. Th fear of internal ubversion necess­

itated some action by the Thai overnment to cheek any 

activities which could be harmful to the country. 

In mid-Jun 1948 police raids began on th Chinese 

schools, aimed at eliminating their us for politieal purposes 

and instructi.on. By 1950 .fourteen Chlnese schools had been 

irrevocably clos d on oharg s of political activity.3 6 In 

raids that followed; in some of' the lar., st Chinese schools 

in Ban kok,. Communist prop~anda , as found and letters sho-wi "' 

connections with the Chinese Communist Party ere uneovered. 37 

The governm ntts action is somewhat vindicated or unnecessary 

accusations and suppra sion since the rids did uncover 

some covert action on th part of some Chinese. 

Anoth r implementation of the Thai control over the 

Chinese chool was through the school principal. By the 

private schools la~ all private schools had to employ a Thai 

principal • .3S In l 51 the ov rnmant began making use of' the 

principal for thought eontrol within the schools. The 

36Bar,it».kok Post, April 10, 1950. 
37Libarti, b!ay 22, 1950. 

38Private Schools Law B. E. 2462 Coll~et1on of 
E_dugati~n ... Laws. Thailan!!, (Bangkok, 1959) • 
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.1.nese school principals were called toge)ther and given 

a list of twenty two banned Chinese books and instructed to 

keep close observation on the political idealogy and activity 

of 'the Chines faculty a.nd students. Th~ following monttJ. the 

Chinese schools were prohibited from possessing or allowing 

the students to read the banned books. Varied restrictions 

were continually increased in the next few yeal"'eh In 1952, 

the Thai principals were h~ld responsible for all student 

assemblies and no gathering of students could be held with-

out the principal being present. In engaging Chinese teachers, 

the principals were informed that the nthoughttt of the 

teachers mu t be investigated and if any leftist tendencies 

were found, the hiring principal would be held responsible. 

'fhroughout. the next few years these restrictions 

inteneitied. Some schools were closed because of communist 

activity. With t.he passing 0£ the Anti Communist Activity 

Act, ' 9 the sehool system came under closer surveillance. 

The Private Sohools Division ot the Minis~ry of Education 

increased it$ sta.f.f of inspectors so that every Ohin$S 

school in Bangkok eould be visited at least once month. 

Simultaneously the inspection of the Chinese schools by the 

poliee began., The small tutorial Chines schools of less 

than seven students,. which had existed since the beginning 

of Chinese education in Thailand and which had not fallen 
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into the private school category because of the smallness 

of th9 group, came for the first time under the inspection 

of aducational authorit,ies. Th. Thai were not leaving any 

loop hole for the Chinese to evade the inspections of the 

ducational system~ 

In 1954, a regulation mad~ it mandatory to have an 

int(msive screen:i.ng of 11 the non-Thai t achers in pri vat a 

schools. An educational sup rvisor was appointed to a.11 

Chines~ schools to pr vant any Communist subversive activi­

ties. During the same y a.r 152 teachers of the Bangkok 

Chinese schools were discharged for alleged communist sympa­

thies. The supervisors who had been appointed previously, 

w re mostly r~tirad police officers and in January 1 55 the 

duties of the Thai principals were transferred to the 

sup rvisor with th principal beeorning assistant to th~ 

supervisor. In eff'~ct th Chinese school w re virtually 

under a modified police control. Later, however, these 

supervisors were dispensed with. 

In conjunction with these policies of thought control 

and political purification, a series of measures were forced 

throu h, d signe to bring the curriculum and the administra~ 

tion 0£ th~ Chinese school closer to the norm d sired by the 

Thai overnment. The existing regulations of only 10 hours 

p(~r k in Chinese instruction and the requirement of a 

fourth grade Thai language proficieney for- Chinese teachers 

wore ~nforced up through 1~50. Between 1948-50 some thirty 
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\ Ohini'>se schools wer clos • d !"or not complyinrr ·11th thes 
40 \ rc~ula.tions. Th sa r,}stri.::tions w re :lddod to again in 

\ 
\ 

11951 as a sta pod up program of Thai-ification continued. t 
I 

\ As a means of assuring an qual knol ledge of 'rhai as ,.mll 

ns Chin se, a f!ra.de system as required to be foll01-1ed in 

that at whateve1,. leV<)l vf inst1~uction a studl:!nt was in his 

Chin.se studies, the same lev 1 would be maintained in Thai 

stud:i .. s. Th5.s was to provide an P-qual profic:i.1C)ncy in both 

._ tudics. Initially th.is requir"'m ,nt ,as limit ~d to .first 

and second grades,. but later b came n c ssary .for ~11 
g .. ad ..... 

~o reduc~ the number of hours taun:ht in or devoted 

to Chin se, n w r O"Ulation ~ rovidnd for ,:>Ubsi.di s to o 

only to th~ schools t,"laching l ss than six hours of Chinese 

a w~~k. Since rn ny Chinese schaols r9lied on the subsidy 
to k11ep in operation, t ey had t-o cha.rigs th ,ir curriculuru 

to qualify. 

To control th:l books used ltn the ChinP-se school 

syste1, a corr,rnitteo :fro., ten of th, .. Bangkok Chinf'se ch els 

w r,'.?. iven the re3pons • bility of wr;Ltinn; HP.W t ~xt hooks 

wh:teh would uniformly be usod th;ro1 Cl'hout, the Ch1.n se school 
' 

system. The purpose of the new books was to str es orienta­

tion and loyalty to Thailand. As a minor bad erine:oochniqu , 

it b crun necessary to s:in!? th Th j, National nthem every 

40Bangkok Pos~, April 10, 1~50. 
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orning at th flag r isi ,z ceremony, which alled the Chinese 

som;what at first, but they had no altern tiva.4 1 

In 1 :15.3-,. th'7 Private Sohools Division of the 1.iniatry 

of Education announced a plan to require a. thi .. ri year secon­

dary chool 1.ev 1 ! ngua!le proficiency for 4Jl for in 
lan uag te .. ch(l!r,,, but with tl erttical shortage of t, ac ,_.r 

this w -s r~laxed in 1954. 'l1hc allowable ours ;f ChinBse 

lan •uao-E., instruct-ivn wer r.,.duced again to fiv and 1 B.J.f 

ho rs a weel,: !'or first grade pupils in Jun 1.;;>55 • 

Un :.r this st ady b rra.g{:1 of rest1~icti or , the 

influence and responsibility of the Chinese School Boards 

diminished to nothin and the Chinese Associations which 

financ-ed the pri vat~ schools were stripped of ny :uthority 

of running th schools. Those who h d contribat freel:y 
to th~ support of the schcols previously, no· saw no us of 

supporting schools which were Chin':JS, in n only. No neitl 

t, achers were cominrt from China and those in Thailand w re 
leaving the prof¢ssion becausr- cf the h-.atry restrictions. 

As th sa.lari-:.s of ::.he Ohir( ,sie t achers incr a d due to th ir 

scarcity, th9 schools could not afford to pay them. It is 
lik-aly that many of the schcols whioh closl!!d by 1955 did so 

for financial reasons as mucn as beine clo ed by th cvarn-
ment for political activi•ti s or failur~., to co;ply 1th t ~ 

egulations. 

-----·--------41 Thompson and Adloff', l29• cit. 
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Th net result of the government'~ policies was 

rather damaA?;ing to s, y ,he J east to the cause of Chinsse 

education. Bctwe.en 1948 and l:J55 t;:1~ nw1-:b r of Cl in-?.s~ 
school was r~ uceJ from ~round 430 to 115. 42 As mentioned 
previously th g~n ral plan !'las to set a minimum allowable 
numb .r a;t; 152. The lan ca11ed for a r~duction to 141 

schools ou side th'3 Bangkok a:c a an:i by 1J56 this w 1, .x-

c ed d as th ra w~r.::-. only about 130. In adr.lition 't f~· 1 r 
school$, th .. pnrolln.,.nt dropp,Jd in th r .m inir l;j' schools to 

b t 1e • n 011t.> half to one thi:r-d of t} e ~ 

h allowabl"J ~mroll nt, of 2.056 stud~nts in Nor-th Siam in 
1955 of eig;1t schools 5.n oper!ltion, th""re •1nr~ only 1,400 
stt..d. nts. In 1955 ... 56 t.hP,r~ w ,r,u only 22,000 "'hinese stu .... nts 

... "d tt B 1 l 43 nu,.,s1 . 1\?. ang.to.< at>..,a.. 

In Ban~kok th·~ d:::icreas~ iri. O' .ines-e /,!:'\duoational facil­
ities wa,;1 not so drastic, ut still w~ry sj gn.ifiem1t. From 

194 to 1956 the n~~b~r of schools f .11 from 100 to 6J. In 
arly 1>156 th~ tota} ~nrollmiont in the Ban~kok arQ,'!> w .. s 

about 27.,000. Consid. rine t,he total change, n drop fr m: 

175,000 to 50,000 stud.,nts in :::ii;ht Y•"ars lives somo idt:.n 
of ho ... J effectiv".?ly Chi110s~ oducnt on 1.s b0 ing iminished. 44 

~2 ' H.ichard J. Cou~klin, wr11 Chinese in B n kok,n ~ ican Sociological H:2y:h1w, XX No. 3 (,Jun:JI, 1955), P~• 3Jl ... )1~ 

43Skinner, .9l2.:....ilk, P• 370. 
44Ibi~l. 
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plaes within the Chinese @ducat ional system to the present 

time, it is rather appar, nt that barring any unforeseen 

incidemts tlu:Jre is little possibility that th@ Chinese ecmm­

unity c~1 provide suffici nt Chineaia e-q.ucatiein to draw the 

ethrde Chinese elosor to the Chinese culture. 0.t' those who 

i'inish four y .. ars in a Chinese sahool only a fraction have 

acquir d a speaki~ knowledge of Chin ae, muah less a solid 

foundation in wri.t.t n Chinese. Even wh~)n the f'ull ten hours 

per w ek has been ·evote to Chinese, it was not sufficient 

to provide an usabl baekground and the shrinking number of 

Chinese teachers further less ns pO$sibilities of' learning 

Chinese adequately. The absence 0£ any formal secondary 

sehooling for the Chinese c~ates such a great lapse of tim$­

between primar•y schooling and maturity, since all intervening 

education must bie Thai, mission schools or possibly abroad, 

that those who did learn Chinesr, in primary school upon 

reaching maturity have little awareness ot the tra,Utioual 

Chinese culture, 

Taking thi.s small segment of the ethnic Chines who 

do receive an adequate Chinese edueation, it is only an 

extremely small portion of' the total ethnic Chinese populatlicm 

which is even exposed to any C1linese educati-Ot'h In contrast 

to previous periods thiar~ is virtually no opportun ·ty for 

study :tn Ohina under present conditions. i .. llev:tating the 

whol& educational picture in Thailand has be n the rapid 

growth of Tha:i. schools and eduaatior1al .faoil.ities since the 
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war. This ir1erease has grown more quickly than the 1'h i 

population itself, wnic;h ha.s a11QW$d Ohi.tle$e to send their 

childr1;1n to Thai primary schools. The great majority o! 

thi:rd g neration Chinese children are today be:i.ng educated 

i.n Thai schools and among the second generation Chines-® 

about hal.f' are attending. Among the elite_. there is a 

marked preference for mission and foreign sehools. 45 

Since 1955 the sharpn{lHlS of the Thai govel'ntnent '$ 

poliey toward Chines - education has lost its $dge, however, 

the gov rnment has maintain-ad its vigilance in ke 1siping the 

Chin se educational pro ram within limits suitable to the 

government • 

The inte.nsity of the government's c:1.,ntainment ha:s 

possibly had both positive and negative results., By denying: 

the Chinese a 1•easonable access to their cultural heritag~ 

the ,governm~nt may· hav'l!! driveft them to retail'l tb~il"" Chines@ 

identity more tenaciously than if a suitable degree of 

Chinese education had. been ~ll.owed. On the other hand con­

sidering th~ long ruri shape~ o.f events, the absence ot adequate 

Chinese education now may draw the Chinese closer to 1'hai 

and ~atern ~ducational tradit :i.ons mor,s, qu.:iekly than :!£ they 

had been allowed te follo~ thiel'ir own prog:rerms. 

Ft)?' the present, those Chinese with an ~xtensive ------------------------
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Chinese education will most likely lean ·coward th~ir Chines-a­

n .ss, but the younger gen .r tion without a strong Ohi:nesa 

eduea.tion should eventually draw away f'rom thair £Jhines&-ness. 

This eventuality ts governed by the disadvantages of bP-ing 

considered a dyed-in•th~ ... wool Chinese, the ad.vantages of 

being a Thai legally,, and that the opportunity of t'"$turning 

to China are presently slim, 

Whether one agrirns or not with t-he procedure ·1...,hieh 

the Tllai government has taksn, the result is apparently 

ta.king shape of givi~ the Chinese no alternative but to 

assimilate to an eventual Thai identity. 



CHAPTER IV 

arnI E E IN THE THAI LABOR FORCE 

'l'he d J v lopment of the labor fore~ in Thailand is 

bast understood throu h an awar ness of the attitudes to ard 

labor of th Thai p ople thems lvea when industrialization 

first came to the country •. sin oth r less a vanced count­

ri s of that time, the economy w s primarily rarian. Not 

nly was th majority of the p ople involved in agriculture, 

but the avail bility of .ood soil in the under opulated 

country offor d an adequate living, so that f.w Thi er 

interested in pursuin oth r fo s of ~ork. 

Throughout th history of pre-twentieth century Thai­

land there existed the sh. rp dichotomy of p santry and 

aristocracy. B~.fore th•? incr ased tradin ctiviti s of the 

mid-nin t8 nth c ntU!"y, th re had b ,n non d for av ry 

la.r e merchant class or a Norking corrm.iercial class. Th 

aristocracy. complac nt in its own position, had nod sir~ 

to nter into any form of work oth r than overnment ervice; 

the peasantry, content in agriculture, coul not b lured 

afay from th farming community to se_k work in the cities. 

As thtl new world market for ric. dev ,lop d, the 

incenti VA for inoreas d p oduct.ion furth r ncoura,_€l';ed th 
78 



Thai to remain in arzrioulture. t1ith the demand aooelerated., 

more and more latld was put under eultivation 1 thus keeping 

thi& Thai mor-e closely boum:i to the land,. whioh he· actually 

prete!'red •. 

In the psychology of the Thai there existed a baaic 

attitude which might explain further hi$ lack or desire to 

leave aerueu.lture. as other forms of labor were associated 

With compulsory St:U"ViceJ For ee1'l.turies nearly tall of the 

population wa,.:, subj ot to £oraad labor in one f'o:rm 0r another. 

This ·as either ru:it~i; service or slavery,. These institu­

tions remained a part of the Thai sc ne until the Twentieth 
Oen.tury. 1 The people were divided into t't.'10 classes: frtH,men 

e 
who pEirformed gorvea s~rvice unless they substitute:d payment 

in some commodity, and slaves who worked £or the king unless 

a aubstltute payment was made by their owner • 

• GgrV!f:: service in .essence was a system of taxation 

on th~ people and the most direct contact which the majority 

of the people had with the government. Under th:i.s system 

every man overs venteen was r~quired to give part of the 

year-- .... usual.ly th~e$ montha ... -to the sex-viee ot the governmet1t. 

Thia work, ueua11y determin d by local of'ficials, consisted 

of construction of roads, canals, templest fortresses, and 

other instellations. There wer only t o ways for the 

£reedn1an to avoid this: either thrott1h tducation which might 
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lead to , ov rnment service, or by making payments in a 

commodity such as ric • l voz•y, or timber. Naturally many 

pr £erred to make a paymont in goods rather than servic~s. 

Oraftsmen i"ulfilled this oblig tion by wox-kini?; for a "patron" 

1.·-1hich freed them from payin t for the gorvee. Since orking 

in a ricultur_ allowed th~ Thai to repl c t . corva. sarvic 

with a payment of rice, for exampl , it was expedi nt that 

he not enter into other forms of work. 

Compulsory la or ·1as reduced by successive royal 

decrees, especially during th rein of' King Mongkut, who 

desired to use wa,£; labor in public works wherever possible. 

·rhe Chinese• eag r to be wage earners, were available for 
t the work but there was still a scarcity of labor. CO£I§e 

s rvice as such~ s bolished in 1899 and w s replaced by 

a. capitation tax. 2 

The crux of th ' whole corvea syste was the fact 

that the historically favored position of the Chinese ma e 

Even after the instituting 

or th11• capit tion tax their tax was lower than that for the 

Tl1ai nationals. 

Considering this prelude to th eX'Janding co orny, 

as the extractiVP industries got under 1ay, the best available 

labor was Chinese. 11he industriousness of the immi rant 

Chines labor stems from th~ purpose of tht>ir immigration. 

2o. • :111iPm kinner. Ohi,n~se Society in Tha:U.and 
(Ithaca, Naw York: Corna11·universlty Press, 19571, p; 517. 
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11.'h Chinese immi rated for several r a.sons. Primarily they 

cam to make mon Y• This a sitter to ~end back to ~hina 
to help the fru ily :r, ho or to enabl tl e work r to save 
enough to go into business for himself. These were reat 
incentives for th Chin,se, and the av ilabl work opportun­
ities w r- very suit le to their purposes,3 

The scarcity of labor in al fi ld but rice farming 
ere t d an :i.deal si-cuation for th . C inss • During the 

Nineteenth Century there wa no r.striction on th Chin se 
acquir:l.nr-: unculti vat .d la. .. • , so i th y W"'re inter sted in 

r-ic· cultivation they could enter that fi ld. However, a 

th re ,as mor mon,y to be made in specialized commercial 
a,r.riculture and in 't- ~ labor, th y wer;i cont~mt to l9av .. 

the lower payin rio farming to th .. Thai. 

A.mo the first 1ndustries into 1hich the Chin ae 

we:r•, drawn in fairly larg m,Jmoera were the tin 1!in s. Tin 

had boen extracted for e-nturies an s nt to Sumatra. 4 
As 

oarly as 1623 the Dutch established factories in South Siam, 

th center of the tin d pof.it, to smelt t.he ore. The influ­

enc 0£ othor foreigners crone nd w nt as royal policy k pt 
nationals of oth r countries out of Thai.land, but th~ "'l: inese 
always remain,ad in their .favor0d position, and the role they __________ ,....___....... . ......,,.._ ___ , _______ , ______ _ 

3T Qhen, "Chin_s ~1$:t" tio. :ith Sp ctal R. f9r_nc to Labor Conditions," U. S. Department of' L bor, Bureau of I, bor St-:'.ltisti s, Bu]l,ti No. Jl,.O• 192. 

4VLginin Tho pson, T j.Jerr..,d, t, ·':.: Ne,,i fil.&n 0 1
.''" York: 

lv,ac1 illan, 1941), P• 454 .. 
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played as traders £or the kin~ assurad their continue access 

into Th iland. The Chines.~. h v maintained a veritable 

monopoly or mine labor. Prior to th· introduction of more 

odern techniqu s, ining was don with hammers, chipping 

away the crystals. In the Nineteenth C ntury the e rth 

washing t~chnique was employ d which mad use of pumps and 

oth rd vie a 1hich required so mor skill. Th se OhinesP. 
1orkings er generally small but still the Chin ~ mono­

polized the 1 bor, s a rnino o n-r 1ould usually hire m mb rs 

of his own sn eeh "roup. The mining int rests fluctu tad 

during the first half of the Nin t nth Century because or 

unstable conditions with ighboring Burma, which bordered 

the tin mini" r ions. 

Th bi~ push in mining came durin the r i.n of King 

1, ongkut. Immi ~ration as .neouraged and bet een 1870 o 1884 

on the ti isl nd of Phukit off th 1 $t coast of, 1am 

ther ~a an increase in the Chinese population 5 from 28,000 

to 40,00, th r~at majority of ~h m labored in the min,s. 6 

Labor conditions i:i th• min s ~er v ry b d, 11th 

long hours, and v ry arduous work. Consistent ith b d 

conditions "' r.,, hi h , a s, which attracted the mon y hurutry 

Chin se. Like most booms, this on gave out for ans reason 

or anoth r, primarily becaus of the 10•·1 price of tin and 

5nani 1 B. Bradley, "P et," Journal 2£ the Sima 
Socie¥X III (1906), PP• 44.47. 

~iarington H. mith jUv~ Y. ars in Siam Vol. I 
(London: John f.iurray, 16 s1, PP• 3l7•3l9. 
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the demand for manual labor in lower Siam, whioh provided 

bett r iorking conditions and a hi her~~. By 1897 the 

Ohin-s population o this island had declined to le s 
• than t . lv thousand. 7 

In Southeast ian1, the other main mining ar .a., con­

ditions were wors. The mine ownArs took no safety or h alth 

preeautions to saf uard their coolies, and thP hi h d ath 

rat beo use of fev~r and dysent~ry dampened th nthusiaan1 

for any increased iromi r tion. tlithout a labor source, most 

of tha mining operat·i ons in thia 11,. a t ere abandoned, but 

the Chinese continu d mini on v ry re'uc scale. 

In 1907 b skot dredging s introduced by the Aus­

tralians and it ·as so successful the other Nestern companies 

quickly incorporated lt into their operations. e Th~ Chinese 

min a.1ners w re still content to hire cooli labor instead 

of bu7ing th dred~ing equipment. By 19;7 ther.e were thirty 

nine dr dges in operation. Although th• Chinese could not 

.fford the new equipment• and retain~d th~ old method of 

open cut and rav l pumping, they maintained and xpanded 

th ir output. Around 1929 the production of Western firms 

surpass d that of the small Chinas$ mines and oontinued to 

surpass th t of th- obsol te Chin se mines. However, th .. 

majority of th labor force for all th mine r mained 

7G. E. Gerini, "Historical Retrosp ct of Junkceylon 
Island," Journal of tne Siam Societx II {1905), p. 52. 

8Thompson, 012, Qit ,., P• 435 • 



predominantly Chinese. 'the 1937 o nsus listed 7,551 Chinese 

n tionalists and 8,966 Thai nationals engaged in mining. 
ThP. great majority of th. 1 tt .r ware almost certainly thnic 
Chines with Thai citiz nship.9 

In th post w r period the operation of the Chinese 
in tin n inin as deolin d, not only in investment and 

own~rshi?, but in th 0 labor force also. Th Chinose still 
pursu the old m thods of or~ r ~ovary and th dr.dging 

10 companies' output is about S<'.?:V nty percent aboVi th Chines • 

In 1950 ther was 324 tin mine~ mploying about 13,500• 
0£ th mines fifteen carried on dredgin. operations and the 
majority of th r~st .were small mines own .. d by the Chineee. 

or th 13.500 min work-ors 10,600 are listed as Thai and 

3,000 s Ch.tn• ae. 11 Again statisties ar deceiving, in that 

ethnic Chines with Thai citiaenship are considered as Thai 
and counted as such. Neverth "'less the proportion of .ethnic 

Thi is increasing in mine workers. The more skill d labor 
us11d in larg~ dr~d a operations is still mainly provid d by 

Chinese. 

As the .ove:rnm,nt polici .s ohan~~ and with a loss 

of any immi ration pc,t~ntial to r furbish th labor supply, 

it is expected that rnor Thai ill ent ,r this industry as 

9st§tistica1. Year Book, Thi!Uand 1939/40-44. P• 75. 
10:rhailar,.d. Bull tin, of Stat 1 .. fl~ Oct ob r/Dec mber 

l 51+, P• 3'7• 
11Int rnational Tin Study Group, Stati§tioal Bullet~~ IV (October, 1951), P• 42. 



they invade othars also. The full significance or the 
Chinese in tin mining• ihich supplies one oft thr lar-

gest ei:,q>orts of Thailand, ia not dealt with her • Only 

the part~ bor plays is consider.d. The whole commercial 
aspeot of mining ill be discuss d in more detail in a 

subsequ nt ch pte1~. 

As entioned pr~vicualy, the Chinese did not take a 
dir ere interest in ric .farminJI, but wel!'a interested in 

more sp eialized agricul ur • The Chinese agricultural 

labor on Ghinese plantations during mo 3t of the Nineteenth 

Century was c£ considerable oommereial importance. They 
b camG awar of the economic advantage of specialization, 
prcduci ~ s_ri l~a1 and ~~getabl s for local m~6ets and 
pep er and sugai~ for est rn mark ts, cotton for th ';hineee 

market and tobacco for local a.'ld mlayan use. 'I1he plant ... 
d Q • - 12 ati ns w re most pro perous between lo4 and 1880. ·hair 

decline resulted from t.he c petition of the Europe~, owned 

plantations in the Colonial co·untrie of Asi and the rising 
cost of labor stomming from the great domand for 1 bor in 
Ba l"kok. l• ny hini~ae St;lll carry on p· cialized fa.rn ing 

for local markets, but the large seal enterprises have did 
out except r or th. rubber industry which was to be created 

in the T -1entieth 'entury. 

The dralning of the labor force from the plantations 
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began around the 1870 ts and increased rapidly as this was 

the start of th~ constit-uetion boo..~ whiob. a.bso:rbed more and 

m0t"$ f.>f th~ imnd.grants up through the !':trst World Wai·. 

Construction work consisted of every t~ imaginable, from 

'hempl~s to 1"'oads ~d oe.nals. Thee Ohinci!Je iiere not new to 

this typi~ of work as they had done much of tt1.~ Nineteenth 

Oe11tui•y· conatru.etion up to th.at thne. ?he wogo labor of 

f;h~ Obine-se provt,d to be rnora ef'fioient than the conscripted 

Thai labol", I~ can 'bta aocrth\lited to the presciene,i of Kint, 

J'ulaJ.ongkon th.at the use of <lhinest-ii eeolie lalaor contt'ib'U.e~d 

greatly to the improvemont <.xr Thailt111d1 co.'1lhined w:tth the 

ekill of Western engin0eI'fh Tlii~ same c0,iribi:naticm was 
res11onaiblil .for a rail,·iay system, begun in 1892 and. eompll:;lted 
hy 1900, which radiated from Bangkok.. 

The h$ttvieet deman,l tor ChintH!e labor after 1g70 

oame f1:•om private enterprises in Bangkok. The g:irowirig city 

r~quirced an inereased tIUm,.ber of workers in tha con.truetion 
and building trades, the booming port aosorbed more and more 
dock wGrkera, and esp&t.d.,all.y the :r•ice millt'S arid s1twrn!.lls 

n~ed1ttd both skilled a.:nd unakilLad labor. By tb$ early 

Twentieth Cantux•y it waa estiniated the r1r;;~ and :sa,.nuillo in 

:aan;lcok eniploye,d about 10,000 Chinese labo1"ers.? 3 

Bef~re the introduction ef the We.ste~n atr••~~s, 
the Ohirtese junk$ Cld the 'l'hai square riggad ves.$,als handled 
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the bulk of th trading activiti s. Th~ Chines labor 

which had o r :tt d these hips w s thrown out of work as 

th so re displace by th new steamships. '1'1.ia group 

bee e th dock ork rs and th(!{ op rat d the small crRft. 

called n1i ht rs which cov red r·outes the lar ar ships 

could not trav l. 11he Chit.i.cse beeamo so atr t in th~ 

dock ar a tl t tht. y virt ally coi troll .d th pox ts. oupl. d 

with thi 'a a Uhinoso labor shortag~ betwe n 1880 and th( 

early nin te n hunc!re s. In 19:iO a .. >ian. com1 elor 1'(:port 

st ted, 

The cocli s s 0 • to consid r tl pr sent a 
suits.bl. opportunity to a it t, for higher pay. 
The cost of 1 b~~ has been steadily go!ng up of 
recent y. a.rs, but latt rly tha m n's demands 
have beoo more exces ive. Difficulty is 110.1 
being felt in securing li hter's er ws nd oon­
sid rabl inoonv nienc· 1wid loss has b n cau od 
to some of thes~ firms. 

In the dock r s the Chin se took advantag of their po i­

t1on and w,r9 able to keep wages high d condition alos 

to thei!' likin : Otherwis they would strike or c use 

dist urbane • 

Until art r th . Second World :tfa:r, Chine labor 

dominat~d every spect of th rioe industry except the 

actual .farm.in. The major changes in the com. osition of the 

mill work tore are true of the whole country but 1 ss ex­

tensiv ly so in Ban~kok. Although unskilled machi tend re 
ar.., nrn pr~dominarrtly Thai. Th prev: 1 nee of Ohi es(..\ in 

14oreat Britain. Fo:t"eign Office, 4nnug1 D:tp;tomati~ 
and Consulm: Reports on th Trsda qf Stam. 1 1 (London: 
1Tarrison and §ons, lYliJ, P• 1 • 
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Ban~kok in the unskill d work for e is 1 rgely a result of 

th immigrant wave of 1946-4e, t utsid of the city• in 

the upcountry r- gion. the 'I't~ai ""r providing the unskilled 

labor. Even in the more skille mill positions of Jngl1-

e rs. echanics, iron workers and cal"pf.,nt rs, the upcountry 

positio1s nro be.ing filled by tm 'l'hai. In thf: more 

respor.sible positio .. s, thE... Chin-ais· aro still dominant; 

o£f:toe staffs at almost all rice r:iills still consist of 

first or socond g~nsration Chines~~. J 5 

Th re ar several oxplanaticns t'or this shif • c:f 

p(,rsonnel. If..ainly, hm:aver 1 th, Gove:rru.n:mt ts attitudes 

of bai ... if yim_; th,~. economy 1,au brought bout r -placo111ent 

by 1 ai workers. In c.d iti n to this, in t e upcountry 

re :.ons, Thai labor can be hir d £or .uch less than Chinese. 

Although tl Chines are ccnoiderE1d more industrious and 

ci'£ioi nt.,, thay will not work for le s than 400 ~ ht par 

.onth, wher· as the Thai labor wage begins at 200 ' aht. '/ith 

the it1IUigr t labor force no long r vailable to dr fro , 

the labor fore- must oome from ·tlt. 1'hai t ienis,lv~a. Fur the 

country as a whole a substantial majority of the rice mill 

workers ar: no lom;E.ir .thnic Chine e. •6 

With regard to timb0r, the up uz· ·e of the Chines 

into this field started in the mills. 1'her..} has be n little 



Chine o labor in the forest operations or the industry. As 
in the case or the rice ndlls, the awmills were predominantly 
using Chin se labor. One reason for this was the high pr­
cent of mills owned by Chinese. The same necessities in 
the upcountry re~ions ~hioh had increased Thai labor in 
other areas is also true of the sawmills. The shortage of 

Ohinsse. 1 bor and the higher wages they ask are squeezing 
them out of thv upcountry hbor mark t. In Bangkok, ~he 

smaller mills hire mostly Chinese., about half' of whom are 

1 ooally born. The larger mills employ bout fifty one 
percent Thai. In th9 European and Thai ,,n d sawmills• 
less than a third of the unskilled are Chin a • and 1 ost 0£ 

th m are locally born. The skilL ... d laborers are a minority 

in the highly paid positions in the plants. Nevertheless, 
the Chinese still predomi t all over the country among 
skilled laborers, foremen and office workers of the saw ills. 17 

Th rubb r industry is a compl~tely T ntieth O ntury 
enterprise, resultin from the First World War. Rubber 

prices soared, inducing increased production. Lat r, prices 
dropped, creating unsatisfactory labor conditions in the 
Asian Coloni s. To relieve tho unemployment which exist d, 
immigration of Chinese to these areas w s restrict d and 

many of them were repatriat,d. This condition continued on 
through 1931 and th un mployment was b comin particularly 
s,rious in Malaya. Ohinose poured into Thailand from l ya 
during this period, ~specially after 1 27. Using the knowl•d~e 

17skinner, PR• ,.c,it ,., PP• 351-352. 
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<Jhich they had attained on the Malayan rubber plantations, 

the Chinese were very adept at putting it to work. The 

7 bulk of the rubber supply in the lStJO•s came rrom the Chj.nesa 

small holders. There were only two plantations owned by 

Western compan.ies. Most of th 0 planters and tappers, estima­

ted at 70,000, were Chinese. More rec -nt figures show another 

decreas. evident in the percentage of Chinese labor in this 

industry. 0£ the approxunately 70,000 tappers listed in 

1954 the majority is ethnic Chinese but the proportion or 
. 18 the total number has dat::reased. This decrease began 

during the Korean ~ ar boom. W'ith Chinese immigration neg .. 

11gible 1 tha high wages offer0d att~acted many ot the Thai 

off the farm. 19 

Aside from th:te encroachment in its tapping labor 

£oroe, the Chinese are still numerieally strong in the 

pl"ocessing ope.rations of the erepe factories and smoke hous s,. 

and of course the Chinese still dominate th exporting of 

the product. Aeeording to Skinn .r the Chinese supply now 

a slight majority- of th~ labor force producing rubber and 
20 well over half of the labor engaged in processing i~. 

The imprint of Chinese labor was felt not only in 

19Bllanehard, op, ci\.,,.,, P• 276. 
20Skinn r, AA• oit,4, P• 353. 
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the major industries of the country, but they became in-
dispensibla in various skilled trades a well as unskilled 
labor. One of the early authors on Thailand, John Crawford, 
wrota in 1830 that "'11he useful· arts praotieed in Siam are 
commonly ir1 the hands of th Chines .tt 2l The .arliest 

Minate nth Century reports indicated specifically that 

Chinese were dominant among the boat builders, the blaok­
smiths, tinsmiths, tailors, l~ather workers and shosmakers. 
The Siamese maintain d s rnajoxlity posit ion in bl"ick. baking, 
pottery making• cabinet making. masom:-y, tanning, dye~ns;, 
coppersmithing, and ropa manu.facturin:, trades. By the 

1880•s, the Chinese had invaded th oarp~nt r. cabin t 

making, carriage manufacturing, and goldsmith and silv rsmith 
trad s.. The steady advance by the Chinese oan be attributed, 
in addition to their skill and industriousness, to th guild 
or anization which was brought from Ohina. 'l'he young men 
coming to Thailand were put i1tto apprent:l.ee positions in 
the craft shops, just as they would have be n in South China. 
The tight guild system froze out any· non-Chinese and also 
hardened the guilds along Chinase speeoh • group lin s. 

Friedrich Natzel, a German author, writing in 1876, appraised 
the situation like this: 

~ ile elsev.here.they made their living mainly as merchants and only seaondary as miners and fishermen in Siam thy eontrollad the antix-e ~con­cmie life/ and 1 a.ve to the nativ .s only the cruder 
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asp.ots of agrieulture. 22 

Almost filty years.later ancth,r aecount r v als th 

further extension of the Chinese industriousn,ss nd inR n­

uity in the Thai economy. Reginald Lo May., advisor to the 

Ministry of Comm roe and Co nunioation gav this appra±sal 

in 19,30: 

Th, ric o~er has ai,ays rem in~d Siam.es, 
and the ~hin.se have not as y t made any attempt to 
oust hi.m·from that b sic position. But the rice, 
dealer is Chin~sa. So r the miller and all hi 
cooli.s, so is the boat builder, an important h ndi­
eraft in a country wh re rivers and canals £orm the 
highroads. So is the pawnbrok r, th t ilor, the 
boat mak r, the dy~r o! cloth, the furniture maker., 
the iron srnithi the markAt gardn r, the fish ealer, 
the old tin co 1 ctor, and the banker. On could 
,,o on adding to the list lmost ad infinitwn. but 
I hav, no wish to weary the r,ader with a recit • 
tion of almost v ry era.ft known to man. Suffice it 
to say that in practically every form of manual 
labor, the Chinf)se hold the field, and tha Siamese 
sit by• watchin all the requisite services of life 
being prfon.11ed by tha uniformally impersonal, ~jry 
vooif roua, but inten ely industrial celestial. 

Over the past hundr d y ar the pere nte..ge of 

Chinese in the non-agricultural labor force has varied, and 

ther are no adequat~ figur s to how d,finitely their xact 

position, but various authors have said from seventy to ninty 

percent or th, non-a rioultural work rs w re thnic Chin se. 24 

?ost recent calculations indicat. that the ethnic hines~ 

22Friedri h Ratz 1, Die Chin, s~t_r;h,c, Av.s:wwgen.mg (Bres­
lau: I. v. Ks~n's, 1876), P• 168. 

23neginald s. Le !<1ay, SiaJ.nes} Tal., Old an~ Ngw (London: 
Noel Douglas, l ·30), P• 165. 

24-rhomp on, gp, cit., P• 5~ • 
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constitute only .froi sixty to seva11ty percent of non­
agricultural labor. 25 

In the industrial labor foi."e I according to the 
le.bast fi~ure!l (1947), about t,.3n percent of the worker 
c n ba called skilled nd these ar predonlinantly Ohin~ae. 26 

This decline is the result of several factors. 'l'he position 
of the Ohineae in thg labor market increased as the indu tri­
alization of Thailand eommencod. It was not .until the 19)2 
coup d •etait broutht to. "Ghe Government an awarene s o:f.' the 
plight of Thailand re~arding the whole Chinese problem that 
any real significant aetion was taken to solve the problem. 
Since the 19.)0•s th policies which were emcees ively to 

restrict and contain the Chinese co?l".mUnity were commenced 
and these regulations incr~ased or decreased as political 
influAncea era t~d ohanges in ttitudes. 

To draw a cle r cut lino between labor and the 
entrepreneurial capacities of the Chines.~, a discussion of 
the positions in the minor industries or small merchant 
class :i.s ir1cluded with the general labor situation instead 
of in the commerce and trade chapter. '!'his is done because 
th nature of the work is more in k-.eping with the labor 

mo ement and the individual operators are ordinarily consid­
ered as in the laboring class. ______ .., _________________________ _ 

25u. N, Economic Commission for Asia and th~ Far East, Eepnomi51, Surve'.'£ gJ Si&!!.. l.947' (EOAFE s~cret.ariat, 194S), P• 42. 
26sljgtistieQ1 ,.Y~ar_I;po]s., !hQill!)d 1~52, P• 235. 
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The really intense government activities pertaining 

to labor began about l:,Jy. In Jtlnuary 0£ that year, th-~ 

bi:t·ds • 111Jst conot,s:Hons which had always been glven to .!l 

Chine • firm, became reserved :f"or dav .... lcpme.rt; hy the 1.-tCV!)rn-
27 

ment • The trade in birds' nests had be n almo'"t entirely 

among t-h Chinese, as th y used them in various ce-:1lcbrations. 

ll:vcn af't.er the many cant ies that the C inese had lived :i.n 

'l'ha:'i.land t-h~ 'l'hai had never eaten bi.t•ds' :nests and. the 

¢onsumpt 1011 had remained entirely Oh.ines~. Later that year 

a fhai ~ompany was org niz d to sell the n$-t. Obj~ctivoly 

this was a very blaten~ attempt to ~que z the Chines out 

of a traditional uhinese occupation. ~s m~ans of Tha·­

ifying th economie ndeavors ot tha Chinese; it was a 

rather lud:tcrou$ $tart. However, the Thai pe)rsis·ted and 

num rous other acts followed quickly. 

Of more cons qu nc-s was th~ ordor which the .-iinistry 

of E:dueation issued prohibiting Chin e fooa ha 1kers from 

selling their goods around the buildini of the Ministry of 

Edu(!ati on and on th.fl 1rounds of the @.;O'Vernruone schools .in 

Bangkok.2g This was qui~e a blow, since the Chinese had al­

ways provided th source for the mid-morni11g and mid--fternoon 

snacks of the Thai around the schools and o.ffices and ven 

in the hom s. rhe purpose, as it was car fully explained, was 

27n1rds H,~at l\ct B. E. 24~2. 1,hai~§!l)d Governn,1s1~ 
2izet~~ Vol. LVI, P• 1353• 

28Mini.stry of ~'.ducation Reeulation B. E. 24S2 I.b.!1-
laruL,Gox .. fNl!!nt Og.~e~ .. tg_ Vol. tVI, P• 1.660. 
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to stimulate the sale and aonsurnption of Thai .food, and to 

ertcoura sane Thai to enter into this lucrative bu iness 

of food vending. This edict ean1e suddenly and caught both 

the Chin se seller and the Thai buyer by surprise. Gr t 

alarm seized the 0hinese as a lar ,(~ number of people war• 

thrown out. of \llOrk, and market 0£ ov r 2,000 • 000 employees, 

students and teachers was lost to the Chinese hawkers. 

Within a few months most of the other govGrnment agencies 

had received similar orders. 

This discrimination eventually extended over the 

whole kingdom and thousands of Chinese were deprive of 

their m~~ns of livelihood and forced to seek ne employment. 

Tha most serious effect on the Chinese was the far reaching 

diserimina;l:lion against Ohinese trade flnd th,1 shutt:i.ng or£ of 

an importann avenue of advancement '11hich many Chin se 

business men had followed. ~any of the prosperous Chinese 

merchants had started as hawkers an 29 
f¢10d venders. 

An ext nded p 0 riod of l gisl tion followed which 

put the Chinese morfl and rnor!;} on the deftl;)nsiV!i.1!. In April 

of 193 , the Salt and Tobacco Acts were passed. These 

m.:l.nor industries were put under governm nt c ntrol. Th~ 

production of salt fell under fii"'m eon~rol and a heavy tax 

was levied on the commodity.JO Most of the salt producers 

i9Kennitth P. Landon, T~@ Qhine§ei;'.~) Ths&ilslrJsi (New 
York: Institute or Pacific Relat!o1is, 19 l , P• 223. 

JOSalt Act B. r:. 2 -$1 'th,ailm?td Go!eroment; Ga~e~ta, Vol. LV, 
p. 1081. Thia act wa • subsequently ca.nee led In 'i94 i SaJ.t A.et 
B. E. 2489 Tbgiland Government Oa~ette Vol. LVI, p. 5oJ, 
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were Chinese as wer"' the five 1 ading salt .xporters. 

the suddenness of the law foroe.d many firms into bankruptcy. 

The Tobeu::co Act esta.blish<ss siniilar control and excise 

dut:l.ee on production and manu:fact.u.re. 31 The unc~rtainty of 

the situation caused some of the manu£act.urars, most ,c.f 

whom were Chines~• to s~ll out and as they did the government 

bought the bu.sin es. 

A few days after the passage of these two aets ea.me 
the Act for the Slaughter of Animals for Food, which was 
aimed sp~cifically at replacing the hinese by Thai as pig 
slaughter~rs and pork wholesalers. Th governm~nt was to 

supervise the slaughter of all cattle, pigs, ~oats, sheep 

and buffalo and the permit for butchering was to be issued 

only to persons approved by the government .32 Aeoorcline: 

to Buddhist tradition a1;ainst taking life, tha Thai had 

never been i:n the slaughtering busine$S be.f'cn'fl. In essence 

the gov®rnrnent was assuming complete control of the m,~at 

industry without any experienced 'fhai personnel to a.ssi,$t 

in the operation of it. 

Concurrent with this Act was the Signboard Act 

h . h . . . . t 33 w ie taxed signs aecoraing o area. To catch the Chinese 

th1:: tax rates were t.en times as high for boards .mor~ than 

3lToha.cco A.ct B. E. 2481 Tpi,ilang .,!)ovg~nt_ Gi3~et~tl 
Vol. LV1 p. 1089. 

32Aet for the Slaughtering of Animals n. E. 2482 
'.fpa,~l.al.).l~ .. 92VQPfWf:'Ilt ,aazet.~ Vol. LVI. P• 337. 

3Js1~n Board Act. Revenue Cod~, Title V. B. E. 2481 
l,hai;l!!}d Gp~t•nqient Gaze~ Vol. LVI, P• 48. 



half of which were devot~d to non-Thai lettering. The 

large Chinese signboards which for years had been a pro­

minent featur o;f comm rcial sections of the cities ere 

replaced OVQrnight by small plaeques 1 tt,red in Thai 
and Ohinase. 34 

The next move in the Thai-ification campaign was 
aimed t the Chinese taxi drivers. This took the form of 

an amendment to the Vehicle A.et, Motor Car Act and l,and 

Traffic Act. Aocol:"ding to the amendments, a person of non ... 

Thai nationality was no longer eligible to secure lie~nse 

to operate taxicabs. 35 Thes laws were d signed carefully 

to not rtI ntion the Chin:.se specifically, but the intent 

was too evident to deny. 

On the heels of this aet,, followed another which 

involved n even larger number of Chines-. This was.th 

Thai Vessels Act which required all fishing and trading 

vess~ls over a specified gross tonnage operating in Thai 

t rritorial wat rs to b registered by the following Ootob r 

ae the property of Thai nationals, or of corporations s venty 

percent of whose capital must be own ... d by shareholders of 

Thai nationality an further required crews manning the 
.36 ships most be seventy five percent Siamese. Although 

34Landon:, oe. <;tit., P• 230. 

35Amend:nr~nt to the Vehicle Act, Motor Gar Act, and 
Land Traffic Act B. E. 24-83 I!MtJ.J...J~P.J!. !_?.over1;wmnt Ga0el4Jie. 
Vol. LVII, P• 487. • 

36siamese Ve sels Act .• B. 2481 Thailand Opve~n~ 
Q..a!atte Vol. LVI. P• 420. 



appearing very harsh on the surf~ce, t.har as sufficient 
grounds for making such an arran ement in addition to the 
d •.sir,:3 to raake shipping a more Thai aontrolled industry. 

This w s a rather t nuous period considering the instability 
which warlike conditions creat • There ~,as almost no Thai 

shipping interests. Not only international shipping but 
all domostic shipping was in forei"n hands; either Chinese 

or Western compani s. Editorials b~san appe~rinr showing 
th~ reliance Thailand had on aliens in very vital source 
of' communicatio11. and freight shipments, particularly with 

the nearness of war. LJy limiting foreign control the Thai 
gover~ent hope1 to induce Thai nationals to enter the 

shipping; t.ra.das and eventually to acquire control of companies 
itaalf and de,telop a merchant marine of its own.37 

As far as inj cting a 75~ Thai crew on the shipping 
int r.est 0 , this was reminiscent of an earlier labor restric­

tion of fifty pere nt Thai minimum. in rice mills f'ollowin.~ 
the strikes of 1934-35. The results initially were similar 
in that there was not an a.dequat,e Thal work force to assume 
th positions which would be vacated by the Chinese. Lax 
enforoement allow, d some of the Chinese to keep their jobs. 
However• the meaning was lear that th Thai government 
intended to put their own people into industry one way or 

J7sayam N1xorn (Thai Newspaper) January 20, 1940. 
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Yet ana!iher law followed in August of 1939 called 
the Act of Fishery Right$ in ?hai Territo~ial Waters. All 
:rights to fish in Thailand's territorial waters were closed 
to .foreigners by this act .38 This was thG final blow in 
practically destroying China$e participation in th fishing 
industry. In th p at the Chinese fish 1 ercha.nts had owned 
the vessels and had hired Malayan or Thai crews, but the 

marketing ands 111ng of fish, fresh and dried, both looally 
and abroad. had be n oa.rr:Ld on by Chinese. 

In 1940 the overnma:nt beg n de loping a program 
of Thai fisheries. '[Iha plan as outlined called for a 
cooperative society whieh woUld purcb(ise modern fishing 
equipment. The government would buy the wh¢le catch and 
sell it e:ith~r home or litbroad~ Thia is another example of 
the government pu$hing tie alien out to ereat a Thai 
monopoly. 39 

The la.st really signi.ficant 'l'ha,i .. i:f'ieation law of 
this impromptu set•ies was the Liquid Fuels Aet# whioh indir 
ectly was OM of the most d:tsas~rous for the Chinese. This 
law provid d £or the distillation, distribution ~nd importing 
of liquid fuel to be brought undel" strict overrnnent control. 40 
The government at this time was already building a refinery 
with a capacity for gas production much larger than normal 

3g~ot of Fishery Rights in Thai Te~ritorial Fishery Waters B. E. 2482 • T,mi1ind..92v1r:omeint Oma~ett§l Vol. LVI. P• 941. 
39t.andon, 09, i:;tt.1 , P• 237. 
49Liouid Fuels Ac.t B. E. 2481 ThailMc\ Goxernmen~ ~A8aet.t2 VolrLVI, P11 32·1. 



i -. 41 m• requ remEh.,us. :rne two Western firms ih:tch had previously 

supplied all of the oil,, Royal Dutch Shell at:1d Standard 

Va<1uwn,. were rtot wil.11:ng to aci:,ept t.he new terms and decided 

to withdraw busine o from Thailand. This was a blow to the 

Chin• se as th~y were the employee who were thrown out or 

,wrk. Not only th.es employees but the entir di tributive 

net ork o:r agents were Cbin3se,. and th y became jobless as 

the p-troleum industry passed into Thai hands, 

or singuJ.ar importanee in 1939 were additional 
regulations whioh r .quired both pri v te and public industry 

to employ at lea t 75 percent Thai tion 1 labor. In 
addition to this a cultural mandate was issued calling on 

thg Thai t.o 0at only food derived £!1'om Thai sources, to 

wear elothins et Thai origin and material, and to ass:l.st 

each other in entering into trada and industry. 

NeedltlSS to say, the inte sity of th ,se nationalistic 

policiee stunned the Chinese, but their only solution s to 

try and get along as best they could. Th, gr at majority of 

local born Chins 1ere not effeet d by tha laws as the 
restrictions wer based on nationality, not race, therefore , 

the Ohin se-born were the ones who received the greatest 

impact. 

These restrictions could only be partially effective 

as there was no large innu...x of Thai intQ teatrioted oeeupa• 
tions, and many of the lnws we:ra :not tU1foreed., tor to <io so 
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ould have result d in many shortages in labor. Even •hen 

the govem.ment Set up ind.ustri.., to eompete with the Chinese, 

there ~a$ not an ade«auate Thai lahoi:- tor-te Md ,Chinese had 
t,O be employed. 42 

In 1942 the restriotlona were ext€lnded to oov r 

twenty even oecup tiQns and trades in which Obin e wer to 

be excluded. AlienQ were given three months to stop man'Uf'ae• 

turing lacquel'", nielloware, dolls and toys,, brieks; tirework~, 

charcoal an.d trn."'ches. The alien hairdressers and lawyer 

were giv n a year to co ae practicing• and aliens wera pro-. 

hiblted from s lling or manutaet ring Buddhas or to work as 
typea~ttera with ?ha.i 1 ttera. 43 

Later in 1942 there was pa s~d an Ooeupati na.l and 

.Professional Assistance Act., whieh p:rovid~d that by ~oyal 

decree i'aet-ori $ could be require.d t employ a minimum per­

centage of 1lhai eitis..-ens. 44 Agai11, this orde; like pr vious 

ones. could not be enforo d to any d ree unl~ss Thai w ra 
available to go into th~se positions. 

In l949 thle preYious a.et was superceded by another 

Occupational Re~rietion ct barring Ohineae £rem t n 

Ua1anohard, sm, tit., P• 275. 
4lAet for th Pre ervation or Occupations and Profes$ ... 

ions Oro. 1 ) B. E • 2484 'I;l1ailnng.,.Govru:v.m@P1'. 9.&&et.,t ! Vol'... LX. 
P• 1152. 

44Arnendment Act £or the Preservaeion of Oeeupations 
nnd Prof~ssi.oos a. E~ 24,85. 'i:bA.tJAnt! Ogm~nmq.ntr 01at)m, Vol. 
LXI, P• 1436,. 
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occupations. Among these were ric~ cultivation. saltmaking, 

:forestry,. nta.king and selling eharcoal, :lcamaking, soft <lrink 

aoneessiona, ta~i. drivine;, barber ng, making of laeque:• and 

neillsware and Siamese type-set~ing. 45 

In 1]51 six mora occupations were closed to aliens. 

The i'ollo~L."?g ~ar by simply rei'usin to ren~w lieen es, 

ali no were barre from operating p .. ivate wharves alld ccmmer­

oial i'ishine;. 46 .Also in l .52 tho rest,ri~tiono on alien 

dressmakers and om nts hair eutters and dressers were 

starting to be nforna ~itb th ev tual elimin~tion of 

aliens from this tield. 47 This was followed by Freeh Fish 

Jetty Act which •ould ~xclude aliens £rom . arket.ing fr sh 

fish.
48 

The restrictions were implementation of the 

previous raeb ot laws which had never 'b · on fully enforced. 

Not only openly, but more subtly through int rnal 

policy has the government_soug;ht to restrict aliens in its 

re ul ~ions nd directives which receive less attention. 

Anti--Chinese s n·tiu:~mt is evident in the govsrr.unent 's 

pe,,eonnel poluiee., and heoaus3 c:.1£ this, c.hin1ls(i are no 

longer chosen as retail agents of tob eeo, wine,. sugar or 

450ccupational ft. striotion Act B. E. 2/+92. TgaiJ,&n£1. 
Govarm;1ent G9z§~~f!. Vol. LXXI,. P• 1221. 

1}6J'ort , uthority or Thailand Act B. E. 2494. h 13,A!JS 
ggvarnment .Qizet~ Vol. LXXIII, P• 987. 

4 7a,.0yal Deer$e• llesel."ving Cerl.ain Oocupations fol"' Thai 
Uationals (No. 2) B. E. 249S. Intetni~ion~l T,rans~«tiQn§,Qf 
IhAi Law l222, P• 603. 

. 48Fresh Fish Jetty A~t B. E. 2496 fb!:iian~ Gp~~ 
mq,nt fi'AZ?tt..~ Vol. LXXV, P• J.20. 
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canned goods produced in gov-ernt1ertt factories. It wa 
even considered by a few 0£ the anti-Chin~se radicals to 
attempt ~o prohibit liens from such Chinese 1nb ~ strong~ 
holds as rioe milling and whol salinfh sawmilling, rubber 
production, zu11ing~ pig slaughtering, pork marketing end 

the ownership of barber shops which would have be r a death 

blow to a gr-eat number of hiw:ise. but the ;overrunent baa 
be~n stable enoug;h through its collactiva thinking to stave 
off such dras~ic action. 

No Chine e ali n could b secur in thinking his 
livelihood 'l'J ould not ha ef'£eot.od du.ring ... his period of 
cHmtainment policies. Because o.f' resantrr.ent gro:nng out of 

hie feeling ot' P""rseoution tho Chines-s reaeted either to 
beoane more· olidly entrenehed. in ds Ohinese oonmnmity or 
h would aeek t boc~ue a Thai national and avoid rostriotive 
u~asures. Feeling perseeuted she did, there was ore of a 
tendency to withdraw into his Chine e ommunity and by d ing 
thi. d ,:teated the d isign.;o t.J.o government had to assimilate 
or inte-grate lliln into the whole Thai· nationalistic pioturia 
and dr.a.w his loyalty away £rem the moth .x• eou ,t•y or <:tonntries 
d pendirt..g on which Chinese .,overnment he would l"'eco nize. 

Sinee 1955. gov~rnm nt P~ ssure ha~ contin~ed con­
eistently but not in a ra ioal sense. In a mol'.•ce pro a.ss:i.m.i ... 
lQtioni t attitude the govermn nt has lessened the vindica~ 
tiveneas of thair policies, but the intent ia still tho same. 
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The eventual Thai-ifio tion or labor~ n only oo e about 
throur.;h an .nended period or tim , and with .favorable 

oonditions sane success will be· poasibh_,- By making the 

Chine. e !eel a part of the country, and bar,..ing any exerted 

infiu .neo from tha Chinesa abroad,, it is possible that. 

the Thai can o t n~ibly achiev. t,h ir goals, t.o a de~re at 

least which will allay some of their fear of the Qhin•a, 



OHAPT:ER V 

CHIUESE II1 OOtV.iMERCE AMD FINANOE 

The prseminaru.10 ot the Chinese irt th$ Thai trade and 

commereial foundation was th$ outgrowth of the1:r acute bus .... 

iness aeumen. Without going too far back into history it is 
easy to s a that practically all they needed was desire, 

whieh they had. Itard ork and diligenc did the r st. The 

concessions which they had received from the monarchy prior 
to the introduction ot' large scale West-e?n inf'luences in the 

flinoteent h and ~11enti.gth Oenturi$S ave them. an advantageous 

position whieh allaAed them to hold their own with the West.ern 

tradel"'th 

The changes in the Thai seonomy which ooeured between 

1810 and 1910 almost cQmpletely ooneemed th0 Chinese ent~e~ 
praneurs directly or indirectly. Until the BOil!1r1ng 'l'reaty 
in 1855 which put the Westerners on a eoropetitive ,basis, the 
;o,hines~ had firm aontrol of the foreign ehipping trade. Having 

s rved the interests of the Thai kings in expanding trade they 
' 1 were given special commercial privileges. Duties which were 

applied to the Western eoncGssions wer much higher than those 

lVi.~tW:' Pµrc~ll* ibarfQ,112,1~jJin f9'StPS!ii~. AIJ.J\ (London: Oxford University Press, 95 , p,. · -1 l• 
104 
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charged to the Chines • 

In general their familiarity with the whole A ian 
trading system e1nd thAi.r tnnat prowess at m king deals,. 
plus their many connections with the local markets mad ... them 
almost unoompetiti ve with the liest rn m roh nts. Other 
advantages which they held w~r~ the bility to travel ovar 
the country and to buy mal estat , both of whieh were 
restrioted to the Oecidontal.$. 

With the coming of the square-rig d vessels used by 
both the Thai and ,stern trader , the era of the Chin se 
junk subsided, as the junks could not com te. Although 
virtually driven from their pradcminence i,n shipping int r­
este, th$ Chinese war\9 able to hold their own in th competi­
tion £or the expanding ro .. aign trade 0£ Siam. From a study 
made by the British Consul in 1890 the trade representation 
showed the Chin~ e held sixty two percent, British twenty 
six p .reent, Indian eight peroent, nd oth rs held four 
percent. Z fhia indicate that over the thirt.y-fi ve year 
period of £re~ trading in competition with the Western com­
panies. the Chinese still retained a substantial majority 
of th t reign trade avcounts. Th n xible Chin se had 
adjusted to the oomp~tition of free trade. ---------·-•-·--- .. ,, . ..,,. _________________ __ 
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One advantage which th Western inte1"'ests never could 
oompe'te ii'litb was the knowledge ot the max·ket and the eonnee­
tions which the Ohineso had with the retail rs imd diatribu .. 
tors, As a means of C()\.ffiter balancing this deficiency tha 
Westsl"n companies reaorted to the "eomprador-a 0 eystem of 
hiring a Olu.neee merehant with som: Western training te 
act as the firm's contact man. In the eap city of middle­
man for tl1e ~'kstern mercantil houaus~ the Ohinese aeswned 
otlnt:•ol Qf the tl'ete.:tl and internal trad~ af.fai:rs of these 
firms. The assets of Wi!stern ·oomm~ree; capital, la,.,.g,.. ca.le 
eft:i.oieucy and int rnational connections whieh increa ed the 
volume and value of foreign trade, w~rk!fd band in glove with 
the oapabilities of the Chinese. Thus the Chinnse further 
p netrated the oommert?ial struotura of Thailand. 

In the a.me of competition the deYel~pment of tlv~ 
mechanisation of rice milling i$ an excellent xample of 
the dominant economic position which the Chines held. Rice 
had bean a common 1tem of export p:rior to 18.§S, with most of 
th~ ax,.oort commodity coming almost entirely from Chinese mills • .3 
The rapid growth in rio~ exports artier the Bowring Treaty 
was a great oppox"tu.nity f.'or the Chinese. but the .introduction 
o:f.' Weete:rn m~ehani:aation presentad a challenge to them, all 



107 

'est~rn owned. 
4 

To f:J. ,ht fire with £ire th9 Chinese bought 

and oreoted t oir o•·m staam milla and by 1$79 there was an 

equal d.i.st,1"'ibut:i.on between them and the West. Since then 

th Chin so outstripp d th il'." competition and the nurcber 

:r Chinese mills surpassed Western mills. In Bangkok alone 

they incr .ased from seventeen in 18 9, 5 to twen1,y-thre in · 

1895, 
6 

to over fifty in 912. 7 \•1estern intt~rests had declin­

ed until there were only three in. operation in 1912. 8 

The sueeess e me about r oz:-sa eral re a.sons. Prim.ar ... 

ily it can be found in th eagernes;;;i among the Obin se to 

learn the new methods din their keen business sen..~e. 

Equally import nt was the st1"Ucture or· the rice business. 

'rhe buying of paddy• millin..~, ,and exporting wa.s all one 

piece. The Qhinese had $4SY aceeas to the addy since the 

Ghineao middleman waa the oolleetor from the Thai farm rs. 

By making arrangements with these middleman, the millers 

could have ace es to all of tha internal sources of rice 
I 

whioh w re not availabl to the Western firms. 

At, this time the nw.jor £m.~eitrn markets :f'Ql;" rice wer. 

Sing pore, Hong Kong and South Chin , where the importing 

----------------------------
4.§i~m GQPS~l~ ~R ILOr~, 1867, P• 318. 

5Q!~ ..Q q~;sul~r R .l?~i gg9 • P • 3 
6!iiati; Qov,u!ar R~nort, 1895, P• 2. 

7Thailand 1 P.iz:~o·co3:~~-£9~ .... J.!ru~.SQ~, ijn9c Siflm 1912, PP• 2$0... 
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firms were Chinese• Quite easily the iruport ... export arrange­

ments b~twean tha Chin~se worked to exclude the Western 
c panies. T~e final d po$ing of European r:toe interests 

came after 1Y09 when a Sino-Thai firm began selling rie 
to European markets directly through Londen. This maneuver 

drov the Europ an f rms out of b'usiness which had pravious ... 
'} ly held the European market. Other factors entered into 

the Chine sa SUQOesa,. e~peoially the financial aspect. 
' Usually not being able to eompat, with the Europ ans in the 

formation of eapit 1, the Chinese r orted to interestin 
wealthy ambers 0£ the T i ~lite into backing their ven-
ture •10 Oombini these assets with the mon y they re eived 
from the rev~nu~ from farms reeeived _s royal grants, the 

Ohinese were able ta match cap1.tal with the West. In thsi 
intAnee competitio t.he Chinese r n their - ills a.round the 

cloek to makA th m pay, and in the end their diligAne~ 

paid orr as they gail':1 d the big c,est c m.m.sroial priz. of itll 

Siam. 

Success in one enterprize did not mean dominanc in 
all. ~mt rprizes. Be.for~ the 1aao•s: ,d.ateve,:- awmilling that 

exiet d w s done by h nd in Chinese shed • Wit,J;t che intro­

du tion of "'es'tArn s't .am nills, t e rg te~ facility of this 

thod m4de the Ohin e andsaw mills morP. obsolet. By 

9~iam vqneylf!.t !et?~ 1909, P• 13. 

lOcharles s. Leckie• 'Commerce of Siam in 1'telation to · 
the Trade of t c ilrit:i. h Em1::lire," J_or-~1.....2.:C th/3 ,Rm-s1l ~O";~§~X 
2,f Arts. XLII (June S, 18 4), PP• b,5 - 52. 
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1e94 there wer$ thre · European and on~ Chinese steam mill, 11 

and in 1908 seven European and fottr UM.nei st,sam mills. 12 

The advanta e for the Europeans was their extensive 
forest ¢oncessions which they ree!:3iv d from the government. 
The Chines could not afford to purchase both the concessions 
and steam milling equipment.• and b~cause of this shortage of 
Chinese capital, the Europeans surged ahead in eommanding 
the saw mill;!.ng intar!lliatia,. This did not, howi!ver, ~xeluda 
the Chinese .from having a igni.fii3ant portion of the industry. 

In the retail tr de 0£ Siam the Chinese had dominated 
the seen~ both b fore and after the imp ct f West rn econ­
omic infiuenee. Before th~ introduction of a road network, 
th~ Chinese junks and lighter ara£t roamed the inland water­
ways acting as floating shops~ retailing both local and 
imported goods. What roads existed w-rA lin~d dth Chinese 
stores. With the first ma.,ior street.a b .ing constructed and 
the ext8nsive road building progron underway in the l880's 
outaid~ of Ban(kok• those Chinese who had formerly operated 
the floating shops e$le ashore and built the two ... story shop 
houses which lined the new streets. 13 Throughout this 
expansion period the commercial position of the Chinese was 
strengthened. Not only in the thriv-1 Bangkok area, but in 

11+\?'d f; t.. 

12 . . _ . r , en:t;i~th 

. 
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11 of th .... i • port nt gulf and port . itie the hinese were 

don inant in retailing. i.th t.he opening of the interior 

after the 0hangas brought about by the Bowring T~eaty in 

1$55. the Chinese eA"tended their influence into othe~ areas 

and activities. Particularly they flourished in the inereasad 

capacity of ruiddl en. Following the increas in foreign 

trade and the development of an exchange conomy a cont et 

was need d between the farmers and th markets for their 

produee. ':1.'he middle.man would 'buy the produce, ship it to 

the m.ark ,ts in the- seaports and th,.,n buy consumer goods to 

sall to the farm.,rs. 14 This type of trader th:riYed especi·ally 

as the rice industry expand d. 

With the end of :royal trading and the three percent 

ceiling on import dut;ies, (a stipulation in the Bowring Treaty) 

the i;;;overnment • had to seek revenue through new sources, so 

introduc d new truces. s a facility to ·colle t these taxes, 

the coll etions ,,er.,. far !itd out to the Chines J traders. 15 

When tha "orya~ work system was r(!I laced by , age 

labor, tht, f'UfldS to pay for this se:rvioe were needed. While 

the g,orv;s; system 1as still in force the alternative in lieu 

of working uas to mak a cash paym nt. The rice farmers 

there:rore needed money to pay the new taxes, pay for his 

gorv~a serYiee, to buy the new goods be•~ introduced into 

14 Ingr:~, gp • ,!J.i t .... , p. 3 7.., 

l5H.., E. Quaritch ))'a,l:!'S, fu'"'lciqnt_S;i!!Ml~a Oovern~itiL,M:4 
AgmJ!!stratiqn (Londo1u Bernard Quaritch, 1~34), P• 20 • 
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his mark ts and to buy rice seed.. In 01,her words, he needed 

credit or ca.sh and t ,. obl -ing Oh· nese t:radel"' became a 

money lender. Thls rapid . ncrease in internal trade made 

it worthwhJ.:f,.e for C 1in se retailers to move QUt into the 

outlying town1;J and VilJ r:t~l'l)s. By the turn of the eentury, 

th Ch· n.o?s mid leman was then th buyt~r of p ddy and oth r 

local produe _. advanced credit and supplies" lent .money, 

eoll ,et. ,,d; tax.as, sold impox'ted goods and transportQd merchan­

~ias in all directions. 16 It can ea ily be see~ how the 

Chinese b gan i terwo- n in the economic fabric of Thailand. 

Th~ growth of .c.,uropean busine-ss in Siam led to the .. 
est blishment o~ seir, ra:t banks. By 1897 there were three 

17 · • banks op rating as bra.nehus of larger concerns. Like most 

Wes.tern bus:inesses they f'ound it neeesaary to employ Chinese 

compradores 'lio handlt, their business with th Chinese oompra-

dor s of the commercial houses. etually much of the Chin e 

b~siness was handled thro ~h thes9 W9 tern banks. The 

su e ss£u.1 oper tion of a Chinese bank in ingapore ventually 

.1 d to the est.ablishment of Chinose banks in Thailand-. At 

loast thre~ were form~d in the first d oade of the twentieth 

century .. 18 

Tin mining in south Siam was almost a monopoly of the 

l6o. William Skinner, Chinese Soci tx :i,!! Thail@ng 
(Ithaca, New York: Cornell University pr ss.1957), P• 108,. 

l'?wright and Breakap~-ar • .92• ct~•., PP• 116-ll9, 

l8~1g, 
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Chinese throughout the Nineteenth C ntury. It was ~ct 

until We tern f'irma introduced improvfld dredging methods 

that Chinese: oontu,01 was eclipsed. 

Other aNias of Chinese importancia we ~ the various 

plantations which th.y ownod. Pepp rands~ r were espec­

ially big produ ts. Cotton to lesser xtent was also 

grown, but all of thQSe plantation industri s subsided as 

the labor forc;e left tQ work for highe;r we.gas in other 

fields. and th~ Western-operated plantations in the colonial 

section of Southea t Asi provided too much competition., 

Without further minute detail it ie readily apparent 

that up to 1910 the Ohincse did. inde d control most phase 

0£ the Thai eeonorn.y and showed no sign ot lessening th ir 

advantageous position in it. 

0£ special importanee was the role the Chinese played 

during th Nineteenth Century as the operators 0£ various 

monopolies and farms under the authority of ths Thai ~overn­

ment,. The roy 1 trading 111onopolies wer it her export or 

import and until the mid iaoo•s th export monopQliEH3. were 

the 1nost important. The U1."own farmad out several of the 

xport cOl7l..modities to Ohinese merchants. This meant that 

the me~ehant paid a lump sum to thfl) king nd held the sole 

right to xport. that ciommodity., 

These .monopolies took other. £:or.ms also, such as tax 

collections aa pl"eV:1.ously mentioned and l"iglitts ·to peri'ona 
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c rtain ervice and to manuf ture an s 11 loc lly specified 
oods. Includ d am n~ th monopoU. re lott ry op rations, 
ambling establis ent , ma.nu.f cturin tld s lling of intox-

ieant s ar,d p yi e rds Th most cons quenti 1 fo was 
th opi cone ssicn gr nte in 1~52 n im"'d l ter in 

I 

th Bowrin, r t . 

Th Chinese lost most of th s onopoli .. s through 
th Bo rit g Trnaty, but t ·11 l"'-"tained tho p~rtainin to 

,;,,e 
vies. T ese vices; opium, spirits, gambli and lottery 
w re co plet-ly Chin in ,v ry pha fr op r :tion to 
p rti ipation. It is rather ironi al that not only er 
th Chi .se instrum ntal in xpanding th Qomm ree and 
industry, they 1 o provid d n rly fifty pore nt or the 
total state r v ,nu throu.:h their affinity to vice. 1 

Disposed as th ";hin s ~r to send mon y home it 
is int r 0 sti~ to 1 te th t not w:-arly a ueh re ch d home 
s mir;,,: t h v otherwis.~ • s th t mptatio s to folly •;r, 0 re too 

stro g for th to t rn down. Tbis . c not intimat t at 
the r ~mittaneea to China ~r .. not izeable, in f t they 
were incr asin. • but it does ch w th t. th Thai ,overnm nt 
did ot act to quickly i oldin mbling and th r vices 
d 01. n Q:lne t , s a la sourc of r venue. 

Prom 110 until he Second ~orl r th~ .fortune of 
the Chinese flu tuat d as nei influences and ida swere exerted 
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on the whol. eou.'l'ltry oh ""ing many of th~ old id as and 
i jecting new preasur0s on the economy. The four ma ·or 
products whi.ch constitute about n1nety percent of the ' 
oountri s tot 1 xport "" e riee, tim er, tin and t-ubber. 
These will be e~ ined to show how th relati . Chin c .. 
position flu tua.t d under changing eonditions. 

In t 1 ric milling industry the po ition of he 
Chinese is $trsngthened. or tne st,~y six large rice mills 
in the country in 1919, only ton were not owned by the Chinese 
and these wera operat d by them. 20 As t;h number o~ l rge 
mills increased to seventy one within th n xt ten year, a 
more significant development was taking place outsido 0£ 
Bangkok in th. riee producing areas. 21 'I'll eonst:ruation or 
railways and roads allowed overland travel from the more . ' 
remot region whioh had no majol" commercial wat rt1ayn. 

Since the cost of overl nd transportation a h1P,her it 
w more eeonomieally dvantageous to bu1Jd small mills to 
pr-eeess the rie3 and reduce the bulk .ight. Th .. se sni 11 
mills aprang up eonsistWl.'.t.1y t1.nt:!.l th depression. Fl."•o 
1 19 to 1929 a total of 5 3 mills ere er et.ad O'IJ.tside of 

n kok. 22 A proxim t ly eighty p .rcent of th_,se 13'ra 

owned by the Ohit1$sa. 

. 20nar1ey • 
ind ,?rgteg~ ➔ Qn: 

shanghai: Comm 
21Thailand, Department ~r Cemmero~al Intelligence,. 9.2!\llll• ~i:ai l. P..it.iU:l~oa oJ ~&iliJl!j. (Bangkok, 192)}), PP• 90•115. 
22

Ibid, 
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'fhG Ohinose amd.nence in the :rice industry had not 
one unnoticA.d. Since the eonstitutional government \-1 s 

£ r-med _in l;,32 tht~re W"S talk ot making the Thai people 
take a more active part in the oconoriy. Eventually tl:tis 
r~sultod in the forination er the Thai ice qompany in 19S9. 
It ·would not bt, f.'QQ}'" to di, place th~ Chinl~Se short o.f 
c~plete ri..a'tionalization o!.' industry hieh the government 
was not yet :r-~ady t-o do, howev~r, the plru'! they au.omitted 
was rath::ar oomprehtmsi e~ To control ric .. , it was necessary 
to eontrol eVery pha.se of the o:ll)era.tion, As a means of 
freGing tho f~:r .f':r-om the Ohineee middleman and his ~redit 
potential, the government sugg~ated e$tablishing credit 
eooporativ::is soeieties among the tarm re. 1l1he :f'unetion of 
tho Thai R:Lee Company as one of t.he first auih soei~ties 
was to buy th~ rioc f'rom tho gro~· _r and. thnn export it. In 
this way the government hopad evo11tually to free th ric~ 
grower::, from th~ hold of the middlemfl.11. 

23 

ro create markets for th. ... ,ir rice th gove:rrimont 
'I.Wged its variooo institutions such as prisons, hospitals, 
111ilita.ry units ~nd other agcncifUJ to buy fran the Thai Riee 
Company. Initially the company consisted of sieveral mills 
whieh the govertl.ment bought to stai·t the company.. Fifty one 
percent 0£ the $tock was owned by the govt~rnment and the res'G 
by Thai ¢itizens. 'Ph~ company rec ivod pr~ferontial rat6a _______________ , ______________ ..... _ ... ___ , __ 
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from the stat,~ owned railways. As the company picked up 

momentum it recei!fed several lar e orders from abr a • By 

1940 the company r ee mill 

This cartainly constituted an inro d into the 

position or the Ohinase, but any· u cessful olution of t.he 

problem of Chinese control could only result from a long 

range p J.iey of gradual tr nsition. The .mplemcnt;i.ng of 

the pra.,ram lay in the d velopn1Emt or the cooperative 

,ovement or th~ rice anncrs. A tated by the ?:.ini t r 

of Economic A.ff airs he purpos.;i o£ th 1'ha Company 

was to d -liver the Thai .from the \.ihinesa rui dlsman an t· e 

ooperatlva societies wer, to liver the .. fr the Chinese 
25 

mo ylender • 

In th opinion of Lan on the program of tho Thai 

gov :rnment as it pursued th se p lieies up through 1940, 

c n be ~tatod as th1s. 

The pre d of rice-~roiing and riee ~arl ting 
cooperativ~s, th building or granari~Q and Thai­
controll d rice .n•ills, the growth f the Thai iee 
Company, and tho eompl tion of the nort will undou­
btedly drive the ohinese out of their om:tnant 26 position in this ma or enterpris · of the n tion. 

Exa tly cw tru this is s bsequ~nt de elopments will 

illustrate. 

In thf."! t:tm· r industry th .... Ch:'1.n ,se position remained 

pr otie 1 r th sa.m~ betw en 1910 n 1:1)8. Of th nine 
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mod rn sawmills in Bangkol,c in 1924, three were Ch5.nese, 
ho11 le v~r, by 1940 one Chin, s and onP- Etu-openn mill had gon 
Out Of busin Ss. 27 'I'h ~ 11 1 11 t d . e n,1merous sma. l'll.i..-.. s w~re opera ,e· 
by th<;'l Chin2ls and the l."'(E:tailing of timb•~r ~-uu; oontr lled by 

thm.l. The t· k trade 111la.s still in the hands o_· the European 
fims. 

In the t:t.n mining industry 1t ith the introductions 
of dredg s the position of the 'hinrise was seriously impaired. 
Not having the cupita.1 to purchase the dredging equipment, 
tl o Chinoao in owner..:; continued using tl:eir obsoletu eth ... 
o s. Witl m ,derniaatJ.on tl e Europ an t,ine production soon 
outntripp .. d that or the f'hincse. Th sm ller mine holdings, 

how ver, romainad in th 1 nds of tho ~hlnese and were con­
tinuously backed by Chinese oa.pital. 2g Despite this decreased 
position in mining production, the Chinese still were the 

or, buyerti and xport.:.rs. 

iubber whi .l 113, not been a..., i portant product in 

'rhailand came into p,L"•ondn ... nce a.ft r tne First World t'ia.r. 

Chinaaa, oro3sing over from ~alaya began production and as 
the industry dev·~lop. d, it was predominantly Ch.in,,se at all 
levels. 29 Rubber in{,,lreaaed to boom proportions and became ----·-------------·~--·-·-----------

27Halmut G. Callis; For.,~~~.C+n~~al ~µ ,Soutqe~~~A§.a (Ne -1 Yorkt Institute o! P cifie ,ielations, 19421, P• 0. 
28 lngram~ QP• c~t u P• 101. 
2'.-ilrhailand. Dopartm®nt of ,omn1er0ial Intalligence, 

§j_qlll1 N!itur .. ~ sm4 .. Ing:t~t,try {Bangkok, 1930) 

UN1VERSITY OF OKLAHOMA 
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the third largest export in a ~elativaly short time. A few 
of the really larg~ rubber estates were oontrolled by Euro• 
pean eot'1J)an1~s. but the smaller holdings were mostly Chinese. 

Other than the a tu.al prod:uction, the Chine~e were also 

:i.nstrumental in the finanoing and exporting of tho product,. 

Chines.e merchants bought the raw rubber sh~ets from the 

plantation 01tmers and smoked them, them sor'ted, graded. 
packed and e;icport.ed th$m.JO 

By the late 19,30' s then, Chin~se capital and entre­

preneurial skill wart> dominant in the 't:r-ansporting, processing, 

retailing and exporting of rice and in the produetion,. 

pr•oeessing and e:x:port.ing of rubber, and were important in the 

processing, retailir4; and ~xporting of t:f.mber and in tha 

produation and export of tin. 

Government. activity was just beginning in trying ways 

to t''emove the Chinese from their economic pedestal without 

a eeropliete alienatiox1 of the m.ino.r·ity group. In 19)8 the 

ardent nationalist, Prlli!mier Phibun,, controlled the government 

and the intense program. to Thl\i-ify the economy oomm.enoiad. 

As m~ntioned in the previou.s chapter, the year l9J9 

saw many acts passed which indica~e what the future might 
hold for the Chinese. A steady inerease of legislation fer­
reting into almost every phase of the economy was designed to -
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k,ep Thailand Thai. As was se n1 thP- l boring Qlas and 

e •• rtain oth""'r groups r cei ved the brunt of thi le isla.tion 

which although not ntirely enforceabl as still enacted 
and could be enforead if the situation warr nted. In the 

b· industries, th. pot i r p riod bro •ht chan es which 
would alter the previous position of th hinese. 

Sinee the post war period, the nu ber of rice mills 

has rapidly increased.. By 1';;)55 it was estime:ted that there 

wer around 96o. 31 In Bangkok ther were about fifty rice 

mills of which only one was independently awned by an 

thnic Thai., in ad H;ion to the sevAn O".r1ned by the Thai Rice 

ompany. In the Qountry 1.ss than fifte,n percent of the 

rice mills are owned by ethnic 'l'hai. In nearly all of th 

rice mills the managers and operators are Chinese. The 

whol e.xpanded ri e facilities are still largely owned nd 
operated by ~thni. Chinese, although the Thai are making 

some inroads. Using the t rm thnic hinese can be eonf'u ing 

in tk .. t it conveys the idea that they are not citizens or 

Thai nationals. Many of them are. The distinction must be 

drawn between th Qhj.nese with Thai itiz nship and those 

who are aliens. 

Actually the proportion of China~born mill owners 

and managers has been decreasing steadily for many ye rs. 

In Bangkok, less than three-fifths of the Chin~se mill owners 
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ar ~hina-bcrn, and upcountry the proportion is probably 

laQs than half •
32 

With the immigration b .ing elj_minated, 

there :i.s littl.G opportunity for the newer inunigra.nts to 

ov so quickly into positions .of ownership. Alt,houP.h post 

war immigratio~s brou~ht some wealthy Chine e, the majority 

or the immigrants have been laborers. The opportunity of 

advancing quickly f'or the Chinese is "one. In the future 

r ost of the capital expansion programs started by tbe ethnic 

Chinese should oome from the local born Chinese or the older 

China-born. 

Under those conditions th, significance or this 

trend in th~ type of Chine a ownership indicates. the lessening 

or influence of the mother country on. the Ohine se particularly 

eor1sideririg the daelini"ng in.flux of 1.tmnigrants into positions 

of importanee within the eommereial eanmunity.· 

With the continued efforts of th, government to 

lace .ndless licenses and permit on the Chinese, to hamper 

their business. the Chinese have canpensated for this by 

seeking out <.H?op0rative arrangements with Thai government 

officials. '!'his tr .nd started in 1951 with two Bangkok rice 

firms. To offset the governmental pressures these firms whose 

capital and management were both Chinese. had the chairman 

and several board members who were Thai police or army of£ie rs. JJ 

32Ibig, 

3Jn,iau P• 349. 
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Further integ,ration of the two forces came about with 

the organization of the Thailand Rice Exporters Association. 

Organized in 195 5 the Association brought three Chinese asso­

qiations togeth r with three Thai organizations. The chief 

officers of the organization were prominent Chinese merchants 

with influential Thai _cting as advisors. The continued 

suce ss of such a combination can only be proven in ttme, how­

ever, these associations a.re illustrative of the tactics of 

the Chine e to pres.r~ their position through cooperation 

with the Thai instnad of opposing them. 

In the rubber industry production has expanded in the 

post war p~riod. Of tho total production the Chinese share 

has decreased. Th lucrativeness of the bu, iness has encou­

raged many Thai and Malayans into it as smallholders. Chinese 

holdings have remained around 71 6181 but the in rease in the 

number of holdings of the Thai have decreased the Chinese share 

to just 7. 5 pergent of the t~tal rubber holdings. 34 Area 

wise, Chinese ownership is down to twenty percent of the total 

rubber growing area, but the Chinese still oontrol over fifty 
35 

pe~cent of the larger holdings, those over twenty acres. 

Although diminishing somewhat 'in influence in the production of 

rubber, the Chinese still dominate the processing and exporting 

of the commodity. 

34statisties provided by the Rubber Division of the 
Department of Agriculture in Bangkok. 

35Ibid. 
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~i.mil rly in the tin industry, the Chinese position 

has deolinsd in the past fiftaen years. Over half the capital 

invested in tin mining is European. The Chitt$Se as yet have 

not utilized dredging equipment and of the approx·mate JOO 

mine a operati 11P: by non ... dredging ma ns in 1 50 the great 

n aj ity were "'hin se. 
36 

Tht 'fha.i hnve broken into th9 dredge 

mining business on a small but growi scale as thy owned 

~bree f the twonty ... fiva dradg!ng companies in 1950. 

For some time ther11:i has boen nc tin smelting done 

in Th iland. To intro1uce n w industry into the eountry 

·he government proposed in l 54 to constr-uct a smelt;er ·i1hieh 

would exelude any Chinese participation. 37 As yet thi 

smelt r has net materializ~d, but if it does it would be 

op~rated solely on a Thai basis. Chinese capltalists a.x"e 

lncre ingJ.y unable to compote with the reaourcas of forei>n 

:!.nvesto ~ and the eomi goverr.J11ental Thai ent rprise ir1 the 

indu try. 1ith the continued prassur~ of tha ecv rnment and 

th internal co p,tition of the fore±gn £irn.s and m ern 

methods, the Chint•s• must :tne'!fitably elain1 an even lesser 

position in t.ha G1ining intorests .. 

ith Westor'n o p~titiQn strong in many fields, the 

Chines~ ha~ $till su oeodod in h lding thoir own in the 

snwmilling industry. In 1956, of the thirteen large t teak 
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producing mills, only three were not Chinese. The three 

largest, two European and one Thai government owned, combined 

in pl"oduotion do not equal the production of the ten Chinese 

mills. In addition to these large mills there are around 

sixty smaller teak mills in Bangkok whi~h are Chinese. In 

total output the l,;hinese surpass ot.her teak producers com-
38 

bined. 

Considering all types of timber pro¢essing, there 

are about 900 sawmills of which some 1.30 are located in 

Bangkok and of th se the great majority are still owned by 

ethnic Chinese, although exagt figures are not available. 39 

Aside from sawmilling, there have been few changes 

within tha timb r industry~ The fc,rest operaticns are still 

carried out by European and Thai firms~ but the domestic 

distribution; retailing and exporti~_g are still within the 

bailiwick of the Chinese. 

In summary then. the ~hinese today ~ommand the follow­

ing capital and entrepreneurial position within the four 

major industries; in the production of rice paddy they have 

no role at all; only a minor r.ole in the production of 

timber logs; and an important but minor role in the production 

of tin ore, and a major role in raw rubber production. In 

the processing phase they hold a majority position in rice 

3$Skinner, op. pit., P• 352. 

39statistieal Year Book, Thailand, 1950. 
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1 illing, sal'mtil.ling, an rubber proc sing in that order of 

importane? • In th m rkating or the products, the Chine e 

prradominate in dom~stla distribution of rice and timbe:rt and 

play am jor rol in xporting all £our products. 

Surv ying tha >eneral economic dev9lop ents which 

hav ta.k n pl ce inc 1946, fr the: point of vi~w of th 

goven,.Jnent's rol, the stress ot economic nationalism is 

011e of the ~ajor themes of' the a.dmin.:l t:ration. As a follow 

through of ideas that grew out of the revolution of' the 

thirti s, th= p riod sinee then ha shown an inere ed 

awar n ss and will t action by the Thai gov-brnment to 

inj ct their own peopl into the eon ie m instr am of the 

country, 

As a simple question of supply and demand, to replae(i) 

any of the Chines , there must b: ¢a able ethnic Th i to fill 

tho vacancies. and to allQ1; eompetiti n, th Thai must ave 

r.... ouroe avail bl • To m et. the s no d , the governm ,nt 

h • had to sai t the Thai people beca.us they have be n 

appa~ently mnd.lling or inoapable or doing it themselves. 

To fill any created vacaneie, the Thai had to have 

th . know .. how neces ary to compet ith th Chi11ese. ith 

1mph sis en vocational •.ducation, th ,, vernment ha suec de 

·.n incre sing the numb r of stU(Lnts in their school fr 

7,286 ~o 40,093 bet ee.n 1946 and 1954. 40 These deY~lopments 

40Th&iland, National Economic Ooirnc:C..:i f,~yllat~-u..st 
£1,tatistia§ ~eto er-Deeember, 1~54, • 10. 
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ar e parativ ly cent, but with a ontinued £.fort r 

thi ope, Thail d hould be able to provido oompetitiv ly 

iner asing numb~ o ople with skill who can win jobs fr 

th~ hinese in t arti • industri 1 an o mie1--cial nt r­

pris s. 

Th plan o r ducin~ th d p nd nc of the Thai on 

th1:t hi s~ mid 1 man whi h was st t d earlier s a syst 

of cooper tiv s was furth r implemented in l 52 when th 

p rtment or Oooperativ received full ,inistry status and 

an xpanded bu . t. T e number of er it soci ti s among 

th Thai eople incr s d to 8.856 with total o£ 166,200 

e b rs. 
41 

With d itional fun nd mor participation 

y the peopl - th, lv , the rol of th Ohin se middl 

hould continue to dee a a. 

In addition to or anizing th Thai opl • it will 

b r called t a aft r 1 J.1-9 t.h.,, ov rrunent an p ssing 

strictive m. sure on the occupations which ali ns could 

h ld. By ushi ~ th Thai into work an p shill.!. the Chin se 

out of I rk, an av .ntual replacement of Chi.nese predom.inanoo 

y t Ir plac • f cours , this is a lo · range view and 

con idering that with f vorabl conditions th Chines may 

be bett r int rat d into Thai oci ty, it i pos 1 l 

that th g vernment may chi ve it 

t ,e transition. 

oal satisfactorily in 

41s~ati~~!e£ll_ Y ar Book, ThaiJ.a.D,d (n w series) 1Y5), 
• 326-329. · 
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Not onlv- thr u. h n .--...... ., v..... in .i. th. _ cple throug 

du ion fin n 1 , but also t 

h sought part. cipation in ind.u try d tran port tion 

of eontrollin th ove, ent o:f t , e on y. 

y terns had been lon~ ov.rn-

d, an i 1950 nt qui d the angkok 

£ e t· ich :tnelud th eiti ·o • pow r pl nts 

ov~ nm nt a~-eneies and gov rnm • nt owne 

d t 

one ion., alco lie bev- r ·i:,1s and 

U inJ only 'l' ai p onnel i all. 

or th r ti i • i . , t.1 Uy pro d 

n erou for •'hai work fore 1n r as pr vi u ly 

, inat~ y th 1hi B e. 

abl hm nt. of tho M ni t. y o Inc u try a tiva-

.ey w 1 h op at d cit ca.lly t 

ut th. 't i P· opl into u as. In 1953 t i ~- nistry 

t d aixt n 1 ti lerie , six u. r re-fin r 4~s thro ll out 

th eount /,. a .~aving mill, t nn ey and wo paper mil .43 

~1no h .. , h~r 

guny- ek f ctor1 , 

l nt 

nti rpris·s 

nd ll1i10 ous 

boon fox 

pot't cy la t , a rope 
44 oro. 

42, JUa ne Info ation on Th il ndi" ,fru: ~'ft@At 
..;,S,O!}S:l):Q Rs;tJ.a.t I ( A .t~UGt 31 1 l' 50), • 26 • 

43ru;~i~t_i&l l.-<lar ,J.loolt,.,, 1',lu!ilmw. ne • rie ) 1953, 
PP• J •· 1. • 

44. ~~~els ,Tr;U?w:n, y 16, 1 54. 
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The l c f ca ital 1 .. eta:.•dod any quick roalizati n 

o! th~ e plans but a huge industrial corporation eapit liae 

at !'iftr rnillion b ht waa org#Ulize.d.. This oampany, the 

Thai ~conomie ~velopm nt Ca.op/ally. obtained ov-ernment; 

seour:.-<.l loan o£ two hundred million b ht frotri the Ban~ of 

America and ha start. d building a bi£!: gunny ... ack factory 

al".td. ue;ar .factory and has lens to make other pr"jacta 

eality. 45 

With the government entaring mors tlon ·1stantly i~to 

tle industrial expansio and eontrolling the other po$ ible 

av nu8 of grCFAth, more an more the Ohine e will be limit 

to their pr0sent holdings and these holdings are 11ot coi.n­

plete ly secure"' 

Fu:t>ther government eontrol in the transpt1rt business 

follow d s th government agency, the Expr-ss Transport 

Bureau, in 1953 took over all of: the ·trucking t the Port of 

Ban kok and 'the major bus routes of' the city. In doing so 

it :xclu.ded any a.lien participation hioh hit directly t tho 

Ohinese. 46 

In othez• ttampta to trtonopolill'll so:r11e « the oon-.mereial 

nd financial segments of the economy th ... government fo1"m 

and gave special privileg.as to semi-governmental £inat1eial 

and tradin.,~ corporations. The GovermLnt Pul .. ehasing Dure u 

-------~---·---·------------------· --'•$a..~~. Deeembex-2911· 1954• 

46~ok Pos~, June 1, 19;3. 
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whieh had access to £orei n exchange could presum bly 

disttibut~ less expen ive products through its tradin~ com­

pani0s seatter d th~ough the interi r and theraror compete 

with the Chinssci m rchants. 47 These t:radl~ eompani , 

under supervision o:f th, Mini~try of Economic Affairs, have 

been increasin~ in number, but as yet the real value of 

their operation em.not b~ fully ascertained. 

• In addition to these various aetiviti s., a. series 
' 

of syndic :tes were <.n .. gan;J..z.;"td und r the a piees of the gover1 1• 

:ment in 1952. Tha .first was the Thai Financial Syndieate 

which was a combination or government and semi- ,..overnmont 

banks. This was followed by the Thai Gold Syndie t , the 

Pork Synd:te ta and the Remittance Syndicate. In other fields 

the government op ned t"io pawn ahops to break thi previou 
48 

Chinese r onopol y. 

Outwardly it would ppoar that 11 or this gov rnmant 

activity would indioat increas~d participation by the Thai 

in eOl'ilm~rcial endeavors. Howev r. no amount of inducement 

can, within a r latively short tim~, change the intrinsic 

attitud eot-tard this kind of business life wbieh has been 

such an import nt, ea:nponent of' the Thai frame of ind. Also 

amon._> the various :fe,etors contributing to tho di£!'iculty of 

an aeeeler te inr.raas in Thai commercial ventures h s been 

th~ activiti~s of th~ Ghin.se themselves. 

~7B@n,gkok Po§le~ April 3, 1953• 

48!1!!.l'.l8k ok Poat, • May 3, l ~; 5 • 
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The Chinese have not boen oompl eently sitting by 

w iting for the rowing Thai to de'Vour them. The eontinuod 

assertion 0£ government pressure has forced them to seek 

security wherever it may be found:, and this has t ken the 

tom o:t protection by government, po}.ioe, or army officials. 

Instrumental in th.is weddin~ of' anta onists w s the 

coup of November 29., 19;1. Th militarists nd politicians 

who had COlr1$ tlo power with Phibun in 1948, and eapecially 

those in the 1951 coup d 'et.at, laoked a:ny eeonomie base to 

bolster their power and enable them to seek higher presti •. 

Being in xperienced in economics, thy re lized thllt they 

eould not appropriat the economic atructu.1:•e without it 

falling apart. 

As a result ot this• $kin11ezt suggests three develop­

ments~ taking place: 

(l) Ohinase mf!rohants reorganized their major 
commercial and .financial corporations to inelude on 
the boards of direct ors top government off'ic1-als 
and othe.r mamb r 0£ the Thai elete with ttgood 
eonneetionstt. 

(1) Mo$t of the major new corporations in Thai-
1 nd s:tnc~ the coup d •etat o£ 19$1 haVtl been eo-op r­
a.tive Sino-'rhai ve.nttu:-es with Ohinese supplying the 
'3apital and ntrep~en~urial skill and Thai '?f'ficials 
supplying uprot ctionn for the Chinese, official 
prestige, and in some cases governm~nt eontract. 

()} The semigovernmental busin ss and financial 
organizations utilized the managerial skill and 
eommereial acumen of local-born and naturali0ed ChiTo 
nese by bringing ther.a into th ir boards and st.ar-£s. 4 " 
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·to corr bor te theee claims munerou xamples can ba 

cited to i:how boy, ff ctively the Chin se have o~ment$d 

thob• position in th1.1 big business interests. In twenty ot 

the tbirty tlwe major insurance campanit?s in Bafl?)(ok the 

boards of diree~ors include members of the Thai elite 

w 11 as Chinese busin en. As similar ituations exi t 

in eight out of ~h~ t n majo~ non-Western banks and tru t 

oanpa.nies. In tba import-e:iq)oli't and shipping £inns, seven­

te n of the twenty sav n major .firms hav this eooperati ve 

~ ngeroont. Also 11 of the b •·" ein ma th . :ters are Sino­

Thai v ntures. 

Rather ironical is the inclusion or Chinese m th 

semi-govern.m~ntt\l "Thai enten,.ri as." The boards of the 

new gunny-sa'1k faotorie$, the Rice !'till Syndic.ate, Thai 

Financial Syndiaat and the •fhai Eco omie Development 

Company, all include pr inent Chinese businessmen as membArs. 

PartiQularly 0£ int r tis that prior to 1Y5S, Gener l Sarit• 

the pr $ent head or the goven1t"ttent was alao a director or 

oann0eted. wit.h each of these firms .. 

Equally si,gni.fieant is tha predominane$ of the Cl inese 

in the orga.ni~ation of th . various syndicates which th 

gov mm nt helped found. Among those were the Thai Gold 

yndicate, the Pork Syndicate and the Remi.t tanee Syndicate. 

Perhaps the most it-onical development is the Chinese management 

of Thai veterans 1;1orporat ions which were organized .originally 

on an extremely nationalistic basis. 
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Of the new important corporations established during 

1951-1953 practically all of them were Sino-Thai oo-operative 

ventures involving government and Chinese leaders. Such 

finns as the Siam Life Assurance Company, the Thai Nawa Shipping 

~ompany founded in 1951- the Thai Rice Supply Company in 

1952, a~d the Kings 0inema and the T'ai-hua Insuranc~ Company 

in 1953 are examples of interethnia cooperation. 50 

From this trend it would appear that the Chinese 

elite have aligned themse~ves with the Tha:i ruling class in 

such a way as to insure their own eeonomie position. In 

essence this is a as~ of business power seeking out political 

protection, and of political pow~r in search of legitimat 

sources of wealth and business control. It is difficult to 

say which is the winner, perhaps both. Basically the drive 

of the government to "Thai-ify" the economy is bei~ achieved 

in a way as these combinations are bringing the Thai elite 

mor.e into the oommercial world, and the Chinese who would 

stand to lose everything have kept their business and reason­

ably insured their future. However, the Chinese interests 

will be oontinually vulnerable to possible future changes in 

the government elite if they align th~msel ves too strongly 

with one faction, considering the pat.tern of frequent shifts 

of th~ power groups. 

50o. William Skinner, Leadership and Power j_n the 
Q,_hinese ~ornmunitY: in 'I'haila,!!d. T!thaoa, New York: Cornell Uni-
versity Press, 1958), PP• 19.3-194. • 
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The ~hine"Je busi , si,man is more or leas aug t J.i-1 

a quandacy o:f' becomin too 1nmeah d with the current Thai 

heirarchy oonsid.ering 11 of the A.dira.nt res accrued fron-1 

thi r lat ionahip and r,1tain.i.ng a more concerted Chj.no~ . 

ttitud~ ~ith 11th disadvantage aouompanying it in 

terms of lost businoss oontacto and tht? inaecesaabil:tty to 

contrive o,r::.-,mment p· roval of proj cte1 business inter st • 

In th long run the Chine buslneasma.11 ill mo t 

likely oontox-m to bua:tness expedi~ney hieh ,:i 1 dr w ! im 

closer to th.a h i as a mattgr of survival and, with his 

inf'luenc o'lt'9r th -Chine e ~ommunit'y a a whol . 1 will rlr :w 

them cloaor into the ttitudes which the Thai ove:rnment. 

polieiea have :J(;)t out ... o acaompl:i.sh. Tir.ae ~.nd wor d "on,.. 

-iftiona ar import.an~,; cont ... ibuting fa.-etors; as such assimi­

lation of a st_ ong tr.inority )l~:m1ent eannot _ aooompliahed 

in few 7 a_rs. All of whieh points u thg vulne:rabL,ness 

of th. situation to th whole changing pattern er South Est 

Asia and t.1 , possible ow r hifts with all of t 1~ co1.cornitant 

re rberations they aug dst. 



This ~xamination of the major .fae~ts of Thai iove:rn­

men,t policies teward the Ohinese i::iomruuriity may $9:t'W as a 

ba8ia for -,eneral ideas in assassi,ng possible future trends, 

!n addition to thf~ <.,enelusior1e dfltawn in each chapter. 

Although th· Oovernnient 1s re etions have beo,n pre­

sented from a rather legalistic view, it is necessary to_ 

ino.lud.e in any- valid judgment of th~ sitt~a:t:!on the other 

influences of a soeio ... ,eultw:10al nature which have a bearing 

on the situation in addition to the political-economic aspi.itets. 

On!) art"GHsting eonditio:n is the demographic distri'bu-

t ion ot the Chinese. As has been bt'ought out, they are con• 

centrated. mainly in the u1"batt areas of Bangkok and the 

industrial region,:, ot South l1hailand, with only a sprinkling 

in the northern hirtt'9rlands.. CQne ntra.ted to auch an extent, 

their essential ralationahlp with the Thai people is found 

within th,:i\ comm reial lif' of the eities. Having limited 

themselves to the clos knit sections of the cities, as they 

ha.via done .!ra nearly every eountry to wh.ieh they have r1,1ig:rated,, 

133 
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they t!'lnd to have J ss int~rmixing i11ith th., ·rhai people. 

This ls specially true sim e the influx of Chinese wom~n 

retardi"d the a.ssiru:Uation o.f the t::hil,~se as a group, into 

the o •. rall Thai so~i1ty structur • 

'ith th immigration quota limit .d to th-, pr~sent 

leV'11, tho eo:mmunity cannot experianee th? stimulus of 

continu'-'d wav~s of p riodic irn.mi~ration which has h n an 

ilnportant !actor in the maintaining of th Ohiniese-ness of 

the ccmmurlity. Th" sn1all j nflux will come primarily frt).m 

Tai-w n or .from oth~.u· ov rsi3as ar as since 1 ~al iromigrat ion 

has b en eut off from the mainland. This dos not, however. 

pr 4 clude possible illegaJ. ove.:t'land <)ntry. Tho::se mi. rants 

who trickle in will corn~ f'rom a very selectiv~ roup. '?he 

u.nsk1lled ltl.boror as such will find difficulty in entrJring. 

'r is r~duction in itr.migration will allow the minor-

ity to b~~in to ba absorbed, £or the fir t time sine. the 

big i flow began some fifty years ago, Current fi ur~s 

est;imat , the ali 11 Jhin .s • at approximat ly one million, thJ 

QUltural Chinese at nnot her t.wo million. This thr e million 

is about one-sixth of' t-h•) total population. This peroentagr,:i 

should b th~ peak for the Chine ., , barrin&t in~reas d quotas,· 

sine~ immigration is virtually nullified, limiting the 

growth of tha Chin sa segm<:mt to the pot ntial birth rat • 

Also it ahoul b recalled that the future hinese will be 

seGond or third . omrration# a dev~ lopment ~1hieh sr1ould decrease 

s (' f the basic Chinese orientation. 
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~ontributing to the less~ni of tha nurn rical 

position o t . Chin ae ill b. th in·re ed birth rat 

of th Thi, hich h eome fro, the g ner lly improve 

livin_~ conditions, and th- limiting or family siz by the 

Chin~ due to th ir b ·i interests bgin~ c0 nt r.d in 

c mterc ..• om.mare · • do not foster th lar e family as the 

a~raria.n life doAs. 

A cont,ntious point barrin a more harmonions rela-

ti nsh ·p b t !II· n th Chin s minc;rity an th Thai ov r nt 

is th. curtailm- nt of ChinP ducation. Th'? di patch with 

ihich th· overn ent has limit • Chines. d1 ation has left 

little chP..nc th~t the Chines qp.m iz prov th ir separat 

school syst m. Skirting the law by craatiM small classes 

cf 1 ss tha s v n, or op ning ni ht schools which ould 

not f 11 within the limits of the r gulationa, th Chinese 

would still have a vary defiei nt ucational pr~rarn. t 

ost thy shoul for th res~nt a id by the curr nt regu­

lations and hop for a br.akthrou~h in th second ry school 

1 vel. 

.,lean ~hilo oth ,r fore es ar at ~ork . hich mad it 

difficult for the Chin~se oom unity to improve their position. 

Th proficioncy of the Ghin se s heel produc~ has n VAr been 

up o the t nc:ards of the 'l'h i or mission chool • his is 

~rhap due tote ivid 'eultur 1 ~mph sis, t e problem 

of obtaining ,dequatq staffs, insuffici~nt rnat rials, and 
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th continual restrictive attitude of the Government. 

lso • ithout secondary schools, th~ Chin$Se students 

who wish to eontinu in school must enter a Thai or mission 

high school , and without sufficient kn owled e of the Thai 

language a.r unable to do so. 'I'heir only other alternative 

is to seek sohoolin outside the country. 

Und .r strong pressure to learn Thai or En lish for 

commercial reasons the Chinese youth will nec~ssarily want 

an adequate education to allow him .mobility within the eom­

ercial set up of the country. 

There ar f w alternatives for the Chinese. ith 

the strong motivation to attain business suce ss, they ntust 

be able to sp.ak th languages of commerce and have access 

to the comm~rcial training available in the non-Chinese 

schools. Although there will still ba an interest in pro­

mulgating th Chinese culture within the community, the 

facts of lif se ,m to indicate that thf, Chinese will acquiesce 

in a more commercial basis !or schooling until and unless 

there la an opportunity to provid s .condary education. 

With the Government's continual ehipping a ay at the 

found tion of the Chinese eoonomic position, sor.11e changes 

will naturally volve. The growth of the economy itself' 

will naturally ,X!"!rt some irt.fluence" Continued ne .. d for 

labor will draw a.n increasing numb r of Thai out or agrieul­

tur • 

As the competition dev lops, the Chinese will have 
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one source of strength which the Thai will be unable to draw 

on. This is the self sufficiency of the Chinese community. 

'l'he historie or aniza~ion within the Chin~se community will 

proVide assist:uice to the Chinese; if ventually th Thai 

have the capability of comp~ting with th Chinese but re 

unable to because of tha exclusive nature of the Chin se 

ommunity, the Government must inevitably resort to further 

restrictiv~ rueasur~s against the Chinese. 

Sinorl immi.e,:r tion was the former source of the low 

paid labor, th , increased need for labor will have to be 

met by the Thai peasants who are boginning to mi rate into 

the cities. In conjunction with this unokill d labor, th~ 

.xpansion of the t~ehnical schools and ccel ratod stimulus 

to provide more training £or a~ill(}d workers will add compe­

tition in the skilled fields .of labor. 

Occupat·ionally ther-,for. That workers will ev9ntua.lly 

assume a. larg· r share of the unskilleC:, 1:1t,mi-ekill d, and 

trained 1orker segments of the ,conoL1y. rnth tho gen ... ral 

prospect that tha Chinese will progreas up the economic scale, 

the Thai will most likely fill th vacancies which occu~ a 

the Chinese move from labor into small shops. 

Of ourse the GovernmAnt ean at any time ban aliens 

.from certain occupations, but this power in the past has been 

utilized in the fringe occupations of the Chinese rather than 

in· larg<. t.>onoentrated area. of ,Chinese dominanee. · Moreover, 

restrietiv ali n laws do not affect ~hinese with Thai 

/ 
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i;,itizenship. 

Aetually the position of the Chinese, when viewed 

reali&ti;ally, does not &a$uma the proportions which their 

apologists p?'asent. In thP field of large money concentrations, 

the~e are num~rous Thai and ·West~rn sources of capital. It 

is true that the Chinese have consi erable capability in this 

fi~ld, as wit;nesae-d by their part.ici.pation in banks. :i.nsm-­

a.nce firms. and other activities, but this does not signify 

a monopoly.. Influencin,oq; this eontinued use of Chinese capital 

will naturally be the position whiit:h the Governn1ent assumes. 

As mentioned previously, there is eonside~able oooperation 
amori.g the power- and commereial elites and this will most 

likely continu.e as long a the cu:rr-fmt Oovernm ,nt is in 

power-. 

Perhaps the most i.ntluential faetor ir.i the f\tture, 

and omi whose extent is naturally yet unknown, will b-9 the 

role o,f the Ch.inese menaoe to the north. 
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