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To . the Congress of the Unitecl Status : 
The undersigned citizens of the Chickasaw Nation, resident in the 

Indian Territory, respectfull,y represent: That they have learned with 
profound astonishment and grief that the honorable Board of Indian 
Peace Commissioners, represented by Messrs. Clinton B. Fisk, C. S. 

1 Hammond, B. R. Roberts, and J. D. Lang, (the chairman thereof being, 
as we understand, treasurer of the Atlantic and Pacific Railroad Com­
pany, which claims larg·e contingent land-grants in our country,) have, 
on their late return to the seat of Government of the United States, re­
ported that there exists an immedic~te necessity, on account of the frequenc.r 
of crime, for the organization of a tenitorial form of government over 
the people of this Territ.ory; and that snch action by Congress would 
receive "the hearty indorsement of a great majority of the inhabitants. 
of the Territory." It is not necessary for your petitioners .to inquire 
into the means by which the lwnorable commissioners arr·ived at this 
astonishing conclusion; but we may be permitted respectfully to enter 
our solemn protestation against its justness. It is true that crime, to 
some extent, exists among us- where does it not exist ?-and that some­
times offenders escape the penalt.y of the law; but we affirm, without 
fear of successful contradiction, that the one or the other is not of more 
frequent occurrence in any of the nations or tribes of the Indian Terri­
tory than in any State or Territory of the United States that, like our­
country, bas been subjected to tbe calamities and demoralization at­
tending the late war among your people. We respectfully deny that 
there is any considerable number of Indians in any tribe, resident in 
t he Territory, who desire the establishment of such a government by 
Congress, over the people thereof. There are a few misled or, deluded 
individuals or per;;ons perhaps, subsidized and corrupted by the Atlan­
t ic and Pacific and other railroad interests, against which we have been 
compelled from year to year to fight for our property-rig!Jt in our 
lands, and for our very national existence, who may or do desire such 
a government; but they form no considerable portion of the intel­
ligence or otherwise of the people of the Ter::-itory. You are respectfully 
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referred to the many protests and remonstrances emanating from time 
to time from the several national councils of the 'l'erritory, or from their 
respective, duly-authorized delegates, and to those of the general coun­
cil of the Indian Territory, all of which have been heretofore laid before 
you, as the true exponents of the sentiments of the people of this Terri­
tory upon this subject, and as the only legitimate source of information, 
upon which you can justly base your action toward us, especially in a 
question so grave and important; one in which the honor of your Gov­
ernment is involved, and upon which the weal of the Indians for all 
time to come depends. 

We therefore, respectfully, but earnestly, protest against any legisla­
tion by your honorable bodies that will directly or impliedly impair or 
destroy any right, national or indi,·iclual, that your Government has so ' 
often, by solemn treaties, pledged its honor to guarantee unto us. We 
have not resorted to the usual means by which nations defend their 
rights, but we have and do rely upon the justness of our cause, upon the 
honor, faith, and integrity of yourseh·es, and other departments of your 
Government, and upon the pro,·idence and protection of that God who 
is your Master as well as ours. 
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Done in legislative assembly at Tishomingo City, Chickasaw Nation, 
()U this January 6, 1875. 

Attest: 

CHARLES E. GOODING, . 
National Secretary. 

B. F. OVERTON, 
Governor. 

P.R. Goldsby, county and probate judge of P<l.nola County, C. N. 
8. D. JamP-s, county and probate judge of Perkins County, C. N. 
C. P. Harris, county and probate judge of Tishomingo County, C. N. 
S. Hawkins, sheriff, Tishomingo County, C. N. 
John Rennie, postmaster, Tishomingo City, C. N. 
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B . C. Burney, national treasurer, Chickasaw Nation. 
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