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E1xo, NEV., December 28, 1681,

DeAr SIR: Pleage be kind enough to inform me at your earliest convenience what
action has been taken by your honorable department looking to the final adjustment
and payment to the claimants of real and personal property in Duck Valley, Shoshone
Indian Reservation, Elko County, Nevada, which property said claimants have relin-
quished to the government for the use and benefit of sald Indians. The parties in
question are poor and have large families and need their money or property relinquished
very much for the support of their families. For these reasons I most respectfully ask
-on behalf of the claimants that your honorable department do all in your power to
aﬁ"otrd them all just and equitable relief that the merits of the case may seem to war-
rant.

Yours, very respectfully, :
JOHN 8. MAYHUGH,
Agent.
Hon. COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
Interior Department.

The names of the claimants are Levi Harris, W. H. Harris, J. H. Babb, and Henry
Boyle.
J. 8. M.

MounTAIN C1TY, NEV., May 3, 1879.

Desr Sir: Believing you to be thre proper person to address in regard to the fol-
lowing explanation, I hope you will excuse the liberty I am taking.

About three years ago I bought from a settler a parcel of land situated in Idaho
Territory and thereby became owner of said land. The land being at the time unim-
proved. I started in and broke ground and worked the same and made a living for
the past two years by selling hay raised on said land. Having a large family to pro-
vide for, T had to build a house and make considerable other improvements, such as
building barns, corrals and water ditches.

Thinking that I would have a home for myself and family where I could make an
honest living, I improved the land in good faith. The land bought and claimed by
me as my personal property amounts to 320 acres of farming land with mentioned im-
provements situated in Idaho Territory. To my sorrow, after two years’ hard labor to
improve said land, I am driven from the same by the United States. The land I refer
to being at present situated within the line set apart by the United States Govern-
ment as a new Indian reservation. .

As a Dborn citizen of the United States of America, I ask for nothing but justice, and
having expended over $1,000 in buying and improving my land I thought as long as
the United States sees fit to use the same as a reservation, I should not be made the
entire loser of all I possess.

I consider that it would not be more than right that I should get some pay, and think
that my land and improvements on the same is fully worth $1,000; although if I
could remain on my land and farm the same, $1,500 would not be inducement for me
to sell the same. I have also got a good mowing machine and a new sulky rake on
said land.

Asking the kind favor of you to assist me if possible in this matter, or direct me
what to do, I hope you will excuse the liberty I am taking, and wishing myself able
to reciprocate some future day, I remain,

Very respectfully,
WM. M. HARRIS.

Jonx How, Esq.,

United States Indian Agent, Elko.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
Washington, Aprit 1, 1830,
S1r: I have the honor to submit, herewith, for your consideration and action, copies
of certain papers relative to the claims of Levi Harris, Williamm Harris, J. H. Babb,
and Henry Boyle, for improvements on Duck Valley Indian Reservation in Nevada.
John How, United States Indian agent at the Western Shoshone Agency, reported
to this office under date of 4th of April, 1879, that Levi Harris was in possession of
certain improvements on Duck Valley Reservation, which he had placed there prior
to the same being reserved for Indian purposes. Said Harris estimated the value of
his improvements at $3,000, but the agent thought that $2,500 would be a high price
for them. °
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In compliance with instructions from this office, the agent, on 25th of April, 1879,
furnished the number, description and character of said improvements of Levi Harris,
and a map showing their location on the reservation. On 10th of May following the
agent made a further report in regard to the claim of Levi Harris, and stated that two
other white settlers, named William Harris and J. H. Babb, had improvements on the
resveration, .

This office having been informed that one Henry Boyle also claimed improvements
on the Duck Valley Reservation, the agent was instructed, on 19th February last, to
ascertain the number and names of all settlers who resided and had improvements on
said reservation at the time the same was set apart for the use and occupancy of the
Indians by executive order of the President, dated April 16, 1877, and to make a |
thorough examination of the improvements made or owned by each of said settlers on
the land, and report the character, extent and value of the same to this office.

The agent was directed not to take into consideration, in making said appraise-
ment, the personal property of the settlers, such as mowers, reapers, rakes, plows,

&c., but to confine himself to permanent improvements made upon the lands. The:
agent accordingly, under date of 5th ultimo, inclosed a statement containing the num-

ber of settlers, and a description and value of their improvements, Levi Harris’ being

appraised at $3,500, William Harris’ at $200, Henry Boyle's at $1,500, and J. H.

Babb’s at $200.

This appraisement appears to be just and equitable, and I, therefore, respectfully
recommend that the inclosed papers be transmitted to Congress with request that an '
appropriation be made to pay said parties the appraised value of their improvements.

A draft of a bill providing for such an appropriation is herewith submitted.

I inclose copies of the following papers, viz: Four letters and inclosures from Agent
John How, dated, respectively, April 4 and 25, and May 10, 1879, and March 5, 1880;
petitions of J. H. Babb, Henry Boyle, and Levi Harris; powers of attorney from
Henry Boyle, J. H. Babb and Levi Harris, to J. 8. Mayhugh, and affidavit of Jobn
How, referred by you to this office’on 26th of January last, and letter from the Com-
missioner of the General Land Office, dated September 25, 1879.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ’

R. E. TROWBRIDGE,
Commissioner.
The Hon. the SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

A BILL for the relief of certain setitlers on the Duck Valley Indian Reservation in Nevada.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America
in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, anthor-
ized and directed, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to
pay to the settlers on the Duck Valley Indian Reservation in Nevada the sum of five
thousand and four hundred dollars, as follows, viz: To Levi Harris, three thousand
and five hundred dollars; to William Harris, two hundred ollars; to Henry Boyle,
one thousand and five hundred dollars ; and to J. H. Babb, two hundred dollars, in
full for their improvements os: said reservation.

To the honorable Commissioner of Indian Affairs:

Your petitioner respectfully represents that he is a citizen of the United States, and
isnow over the age of fifty-two years, and hasnever exercised the right of pre-emption,
and in the fall of 1870 settled upon a tract of land in Duck Valley, on the Omghee
River, in the county of Elko and State of Nevada. That at the time of said set-
tlement said land was unclaimed by any individual and was not embraced within the
limits of any military, Indian, or other reservation, but was open to settlement as .
other government lands, and remained on said ground, cultivating the same and mak-
ing it his home until the 1st of May, 1878. That on or about said lst of May an
Indian reservation was located in said Duck Valley, embracing and covering theground
and tract of land on which this petitioner lived as above mentioned. That one Levi
Gheen was at that time the acting Indian agent, and selected and set apart the said

round as a reservation, and that by the representations and promises of said Gheen
in his official capacity, he, the said petitioner, was induced to leave and abandon said
farm or tract of ground, and surrendered the same to the peaceable possession of the
Shoshone Indians; and that said agent promised to pay this petitioner the sum of
$220; and that no part or other sum than $20 has been paid; that by reason of said
abandonment and failure of the government through agent to pay the sum as afore-
said, he this petitioner, has been subject to great expense and trouble far exceeding
the sum above mentioned. That at the time of said abandonment this petitioner fur-




SHOSHONE INDIAN LANDS IN DUCK VALLEY, NEVADA,. 5

nished and turned over to the Indian agent the following articles, to wit, 700 pounds:
of seed wheat, 500 pounds of seed peas, 2,000 pounds of potatoes, one plow, one stove,
and various other farming implements.

And your petitioner further states that he had on said ground a dwelling-house—
thirty-five acres broken—a water ditch of one mile in length, and one and a half miles
of fence ; and that said tract of ground with the improvements above mentioned have
been used, appropriated, and are still occupied by the said Indians under and by the
direction of John How, the agent of said tribe of Indians; and your petitioner further
states that his loss and damage by reason of the surrender of said ground and loss of
crops hag been the full sum of §2,500, which your petitioner respectfully asks should be

paid to him.
) J. H. BABB.
Subseribed and sworn to before me this 7th day of November, A. D. 1879,
[sEaL.] CHARLES E. ABBOT,

Notary Public in and for the County of Elko, State of Nevada.

STATE oF NEVADA,
County of Elko, ss:

On this second day of January, A. D. one thousand eight hundred and eighty, per-
sonally appeared before me, Charles E.. Abbot, a notary public in and for the said county
of Elko, J. H. Babb, of the county of Elko, State of Nevada, whose name is subscribed
to the annexed instrument as a party thereto, personally known to me to be the same:
person described in and who executed the said annexed instrument, as a party thereto,
and the said J. H. Babb, being by me first duly sworn, duly acknowledged to me that
he executed the same freely and voluntarily and for the uses and purposes therein men-
Eioned, and that the statements set forth and contained in the annexed petition are

rue.

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and affixed my official seal the day
and year in this certificate first above written.

[sEAL.] CHARLES E. ABBOT,

Notary Public, Elko County, State of Nevada.
STATE OF NEVADA, .
County of Elko, 88:

On this sixteenth day of January, A. D. one thousand eight hundred and eighty, per-
sonally appeared before me, Charles E. Abbot, a notary public in and for the said
county of Elko, J. H. Babb, of the county of Elko, State of Nevada, whose name is sub-
scribed to the annexed instrument as a party thereto, personally known to me to be
the same person described in and who executed the said annexed instrument, as a party
thereto, and the said J. H. Babb duly acknowledged to me that he executed the same
freely and voluntarily, and for the uses and purposes therein mentioned.

In witness whereof I have hereuntoset my hand and affixed my official seal the day
and year in this certificate first above written.

[sEAL.] CHARLES E. ABBOT,

Notary Publie, Elko Counly, State of Nevada.

Know all men by these presents, that I, J. H. Babb, of the county of Elko, State of
Nevada, have made, constituted, and appointed, and by these presents do make, con-
stitute, and appoint John 8. Mayhugh, of the town of Elko, county and State afore-
said, my true and lawful attorney,for me and in my name, place, aud stead, and for
my use and benefit, to present, collect, receive, and receipt for all moneys owing to
me, or which may be owing and coming to me from the Government of the United
States of America, by reason of my claim against the said Government of the United
States for my possessory right to certain lands and for personal property surrendered
and abandoned for the use and benefit of the Government of the United States at the
Shoshone Indian reservation, in Duck Valley, county of Elko, State of Nevada, which
claim is more fully set forth in my petition now on file in the Department of Indian
Affairs of the Government of the United States. Giving and granting unto my said
atterney full power and authority to do and perform all and every act and thing what-
soever requisite and necessary to be done in and about the premises, as fully and to
all intents and purposes as I might or could do if personally present, hereby ratifying
and confirming all that my said attorney shall lawfully do or cause to be done by
virtue of these presents. :

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal the sixteenth day of
January, A. D. one thousand eight hundred and eighty.

[SEAL.] J. H. BABB.

Signed and sealed in presence of—

~ CHARLES E. ABBOT.
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Know all men by these presents, that I, Henry Boyle, of Owyhee County, Territory
-of Idaho, have made, constituted, and appointed, and by these presents do make, con-
stitute, and appoint, John S, Mayhugh, of the town and county of Elko, State of Nevada,
my true and lawful attorney, for meand in my name, place, and stead, to present before
the department at Washington my claims against the Government of the United States,
and to adjust and collect and receipt for the same and all moneys that may be ajudi-
ccated or due me by the said Government of the United States, in consideration of the
surrender and abandonment by me of my possessory title to one certain tract of land
and improvements thereon and farming implements belonging thereto. Said tract of
land and improvements as aforesaid is situated in Duck Valley, which is partly inthe
county of Elko, State of Nevada, and partly in the county of Owyhee, Idaho Terri-
tory, and known and set apart by the government as the Western Shoshone Indian
reservation ; provided that the said John 8. Mayhugh shall not receive for me as a
settlement in full with the Government of the United States a less sum than four
thousand ($4,000) dollars. The said John 8. Mayhugh to be entitled to receive as
attorney fees 10 per cent. of all the moneys collected by him for me. The residue to
be subject to my order. Giving and granting unto my said attorney full power and
authority to do and perform all and every act and thing whatsoever requisite and
necessary to be done in and about the premises as fully, to all intents and purposes, as
I might or could do if personally present myself, hereby ratifying and confirming all
that John 8. Mayhugh, my said attorney, shall lawfully do or cause to be done by
virtue of these presents.

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal the tenth day of January,

one thousand eight hundred and eighty.
HENARY BOYLE. [SEAL.]

Signed, sealed, and delivered in the presence of—
[sEAL.] A. B. WALLER.

STATE OF NEVADA,
County of Elko, 88:

On this tenth (10th) day of January, A. D. one thousand eight hundred and eighty,
before me, A. B. Waller, a justice of the peace in and for the said county of Elko,
personally appeared Henary Boyle, known to me to be the same person whose name is
subscribed to the annexed ingtrument, and he duly acknowledged to me that he exe-
cuted the same freely and voluntarily for the use and purposes herein mentioned.

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and affixed my official seal at my
office, in the Cornucopia, county of Elko, the day and year in this certificate first above

written.
A. B. WALLER,
Justice of the Peace.
STATE OF NEVADA,
County of Elko, ss:

I, O. E. Green, county clerk of the county of Elko, State of Nevada, and ex-officio
clerk of the district court of the seventh judicial district of the county and State afore-
said, do hereby certify that A. B. Waller, esq., before whom the annexed instrument
was made and executed, and who has thereto subscribed his name, was, at the time
of so doing, a justice of the peace in and for said Elko County, duly commissioned and
sworn, and authorized by the laws of said State of Nevada to take the acknowledg-
mentof deeds and other instruments within said county, and that the signature affixed
to said certificate is his genuine signature. I further certify that the said power of
attorney is made and executed in accordance with the laws of the State of Nevada.

Witness my hand and the seal of said district court of the seventh judicial district
of Nevada this 13th day of January, 1880.

[SEAL.] . 0. E. GREEN, Clerk.

PETITION.

t

ELko County, NEV., January, 1880,

GENTLEMEN: The undersigned petitioner, a citizen of the United States, over
twenty-one years of age and a resident of the county of Owyhee, Idaho Territory, do
most respectfully beg leave to represent that after first being duly sworn according to
law, he deposes and says that he has never exercised the right of pre-emption or
homesteading any of the public lands of the United States; that in the year 1873 he
settlgd upon and improved a certain piece or parcel of land lying and being in Duck
Valley, a portion of which is situated in Elko County, State of Nevada, and the
remainder in the Territory of Idaho. That he has occupied, cultivated, and improved





















