
25th CoNGREss, 
2d Session. 

[ Rep. No. 72·4. J Ho. OF REPS. 

REPAIRS OF FORTIFICATIONS-ST. AUGUSTINE. 

MARCH 2S, 1838. 
Read,_and laid upon the table. 

M1·. E. WHITTLESEY, fl'om the Committee of Claims, made the following 

REPORT: 

The Committee of Claims, to whom was referred the petition of the in­
hffbitants of St . .llugustine, Florida, report: 

~'hat this c_::\se was rxarnined, and a repo1·t made against allowing the 
claim, on the 14th ofFebruaJ·y, 1837; to which refe1·ence is made in man­
uscript report, vol. 11, p. 179, and in the printed repol'ts, 1st session 24th 
Congress, vol. 1, No. 218. Acommuniration obtained by the committee from 
~he acting Quar·ter·master Gener·al is not now among the papers, and there 
IS no additional evidence. This comtuittee concur in the former report, 
anu move the following resolution: 

Resolved, Th<1t the petitioners are not entitled to relief. 

FEBHUARY 14, 1837. 

The Committee of Claims, to whom was referred the petition of the in­
habitants of St . .llugustine, Florida, report : 

• That it appeal'S f1·om an enrlor·srment on the petition, that'it was refel·­
red to the Committee ou Indian Affair·s on the 11th of April, 1836. It 
does not appl'ar that any repor·t was made by that committee. It was re­
fer·ref\ to this committee on the 20th of December last. 

The claim is for repairs to the for·tification at St. Augustine, by the 
labor· and at the expense of the inhabitants, during the late hostilities with 
the Seminole Indians. They say they incurr·ed an expense to the amount 
of $850. 

The committee addressed a lettrr t(') the Secretary of lVar, on the 21st 
of December last, desir·ing information whether a detailed repor·t of the 
expenses had been made to the "r ar Department; and whether the repairs 
were be.neficial, and were necessaT'y to the protection of the inhabitants of 
Florida, or to give greater S('cur·ity tn the troops of the United States; and 
whether such repair·s would have been made by the United States, if the 
inhabitants of Florida had not ma1-le them. An answer from the acting 
Quartermaster General is recei\red, and refened to as a part of this report. 
It appears that the brigade quartermaster of the Florida militia, recently, 
before the 27th of December, 1836, presented an account for· expenditures 
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made by him for constructing a line of defence for the protection of St. Au­
gustine against the Seminole Indians, amounting to $1,476 76, of which 
j) 1,244 57 was paid, and the balance suspended, as the vouchers were in­
admissible without explanation. It is evident, from the remarks of the 
acting Quartermaster General, that he believes the money paid is for the 
repairs stated in the p~·esent petition. The committee, therefore, move the 
following resolution: 

ResoliJed, 'rhat the committee bt> discharged from the fm·ther considera­
tion of the petition of the inhabitants of St. Augustine, Florida, and that 
the same do lie on the table. 


