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To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
Stcttes of America in Congress assembled: 

Your memorialists, the legislative council and house of representa­
tives composing the legislative assembly of the Territory of :Montana, 
would respectfully represent, that the citizens of said Territory, re­
siding in counties of Deer Lodge and :Missoula, live in constant jeop­
ardy from the bands of roving Indians infesting and traversing that 
country. Your memorialists would further represent that the Flat­
Head Indians (of the Bitter Root Valley) have for a long time claimed 
that region; and while the same bas to a great extent been occupied 
by white settlers engaged in the various pursuits of agriculture and 
the mechanical trades, the said Indians persist in their determination 
to inhabit and control the said country. Notwithstanding the said 
country has been RurvPyed by surveyors of the United States, and to 
a great extent duly pre-empted by white settlers, the said Indians de 
clare that they will not leave the land unless forcibly removed. 

Your memorialists would further represent that, by reason of the to­
pography of the country, numerous tribes of Indians, in their traYels to 
and from the buffalo·grounds, must necessarily pass through the calion 
of the Hell-Gate Valley in said counties, among which may be enume­
rated the :Nez Perces, Cayuses, Ornur d'Aleues, Klikitats, Yakimas, 
Walla-Wallas, Spokanes, Uolvilles, Pend d'Oreilles, Kootenays, Kettle 
Indians, and also stragglerR from the Modoc tribe, many of whom are re­
gardless of the rights of white settlers, frequently plundering their prop­
erty, driving off' their horses, killing and stealing their cattle, wherefore 
frequeut collisions of the said tribes with the settlers are the conse­
quence; and the country iH in <langer of an Indian war at any time. 

Your memorialist~ wonld fnrther represent that the elandestine sale 
of ~piritrwn~ lif}norl'i to tlw sai<l fn<li<lllR hy huvJr1-<s white prrt'ons a1l<l 
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half-breeds, arousing all their bad passions, is an additional source of 
alarm to the settlers, who are defenceless, except such as their own un­
organized means and strength can furnish. 

Wherefore your memorialists would pray that a military post, con­
sisting of at least five hundred cavalry soldiers, be established at or 
near the Hell-Gate Ronde, at the confluence of the Bitter Root all(! 
Hell-Gate Rivers, and to take such other measures as may insure the 
safety of the citizens of the counties aforesaid; and your petitioners 
will e\er pray. 

Approved February 5, 1874. 
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