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NET PROCEEDS CLAIM, CHOUTAW INDIJIANS.

LETTER

FROM

THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY,

LRELATIVE To

The claim of the Choctare Indians known as the © net proceeds claim.”

Decespre 3, 18372, —Reterred to the Committee on Indian Affairs and ordered to be
prmted

TREASURY DEPARTMENT,
Office of the Secretury, June 6, 1872,

Sir: Several weeks sinee a statement was made to the Department
that the claim of the Choctaw Indians, known as the “net proceeds
claim,” was not founded in equity, and that an examination would show
that it ought not to be paid by the Government. Upon this represen-
tation T directed the Solicitor of the Treasury to hear the parties who
professed to have knowledge of the circumstances connected with the
treaty of 1835 with the Choctaw Nation, of the statement of the account
between that nation and the United States under that treaty, and of the
action of the Senate in the vear 1859 ; and he was also directed to ex-
amine all the treaties with that nation, for the purpose of ascertaining
whether there was any foundation for the statements made to the
Department.

The Solicitor has made the examination as directed, and submitted
his report, & copy of which I have the honov to transmit herewith to
the House of Representatives.

The account, as stated by the Departinent of the lnterior, under the
treaty of 1855 and the resolution of the Senate of March 9, 1859, showed
a balance due to the Choctaw Nation of $2,232,560.85. The sum of
£250,000 was appropriated to the Choctaw Indians in the year 1861, and
at Ule same time authority was given for an issue of bonds on the
same aceonnt in the sum of $2350,000.

The bonds have not yet been delivered, but an application is now
pending in the Department, by persons claiming to represent the Choe-
taw Indians, tor the issue of the bonds without delay.

Proceedings are, moreover, pending in the Supreme Court of the
United States, seeking to compel the Secretary of the Treasary toissue
the bouds to another party, eluiming them under an order or assignment
alleged to have been made by the agents of the Choetaw Nation several
MOAUS STnee.















