


2 INDIAN TRIBES IN NORTHERN CALIFORNIA.

ject-matter of this resolution, I have the honor to state that no serious
difficulties are known to exist with any tribes in the sections named
other than with the Modocs.

This tribe has been known to this office since 1833 as generally tn-
friendly to the whites. It first entered into formal relations with the
Government by a treaty to which the Klamaths and Yahooskin band of
Snakes were also- parties, (16 Statutes at Large, p. 707,) made on the
14th day ot October, 1864, ratified by the Senate with certain verbal
amendments July 2, 1866, and, after the Indians had consented to these
amendments in December, 1869, proclaimed by the President February
18, 1870, under the provisions of Article I of this treaty, and of the
Executive order of March 14, 1871, issued thereunder, a tract of land,
estimated to contain 768,000 acres, was set apart for the Indians, parties
to the treaty, in the southern part of Oregon.

In September, 1865, while this treaty was pending before the Senate,
Mr. Lindsley Applegate, sub-agent in charge of the Klamaths and
Suakes, commeunced operations for their benefit. The Modocs, pre-
sumedly acting under advice of certain interested whites, had previously
withdrawn from the country to their former home unear Clear Lake,
sixty miles southeast of Klamath. They, however, informed Mr. Apple-
gate, by messenger, that they would conform to his wishes, and in the
event of the ratification of their treaty would come on the reservation.

During the ensuing year a part of this tribe, under their head-chiet
“Schon-chin” or ¢“Skin-tian,” were induced to settle quietly at the
agency ; Captain Jack’s band, however, preferring to stay at their old
homes, where, without serious outbreak, they remained until 1869. 1In
the latter part of that year the amendments of the Senate to said treaty
were presented for their acceptance, when Captain Jack made strenuous
objections to the whole affair. He was, however, finally induced by the
other chiefs to withdraw his opposition to the treaty, and in December
of that year settled with his immediate followers upon the reservation. -
Within three months, troubles arose between the Modoes and the Kla-
maths, due, in great measure to the untriendly disposition and conduct
of the latter. The Modocs, under orders from Captain O. C. Xnapp,
United States Army, who, in October, 1869, had reliecved Mr. Applegate
as sub-agent, removed to another part of the reservation. IHere dis-
turbances were soon renewed, which resulted in the departure of the
Modocs, who retfused, as they said, to go into any traps for the benefit
of their enemies the Klamaths. Mr. A, IB. Meacham, the then superin-
tendent of Indian affairs for Oregon, attempted to settle the difficulties
by establishing at Camp Yainax, in a distant part of the reservation, a
sub-agency for the Snakes and others, leaving the Klamaths alone at
the regular agency. DBut this measure, so far as it concerned the seced-
ing and more turbulent portion of the tribe under Captain Jack’s leader-
ship, failed of its object. In his annunal report for 1871, Superintendent
Meacham recommended the establishinent of the band on a reservation
to be set apart for them near their old home, where they could be sub-
jected to governmental control and receive their share of the benefits of
the treaty. The tract indicated by him was six miles square, lying partly
in Oregon and partly in California. No action on this recommendation
was ever taken by this Department.

To avert an outbreak, which the superintendent deemed imminent,
two commissioners, acting under his instructions, held consultations with
these Indiaus in the summer of 1871, as the result of which it was under-
stood that they should be permitted to remain at their present location































