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Mr. CRITTENDEN, Kentucky, stated at some length reasons why $1,130,000 should nof
be deducted from amount found due,

Mr. Davis, Mississippi. What the Choctaws were to have west was a permanent home.,
That was the spirit of the original grant. After their concessions to the Chickasaws,
and in the leased district, the home guaranteed to them still remains, and all the money
we put in the money scale is to be counted as so much paid. (Page 2964-5.)

Amendment offered by Mr. Davis was rejected. . X

Amendment offered by Mr. Sebastian, from Committee on Indian Affairs, was
rejected—yeas 22, nays 24. ) . ) )

Yeas—Messrs. Brown, Chesnat, Clark, Crittenden, Doolittle, Fitzpatrick, Grimes,
Hammond, Hemphill, Johnson (Ark.), Kennedy, Lane, Latham, Mallory, Nicholson,
Pugh, Rice, Sebastiam, Seward, Simmons, Wigfall, Wilkinsou. . )

Nays—Messrs. Bayard, Bigler, Bingnam, Bragg, Bright, €ameron, Chandler, Clingman ,
Davis, Fessenden, Fitch, Foster, Harlan, Hunter, King, Mason, Pearce, Polk, Powell,
Saulsbury, Sumner, Thompson, Toombs, Wilson.

SENATE DEBATE, FEBRUARY 2, 1861.

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, having under consideration the Indian
appropriation bill (Globe, p. 704)—

Mr. SEBASTIAN, Arkansas. offered an amendment appropriating $1,202,560.85 as the
“nndisputed balance” due the Choctaws under the award of March 9, 1859,

Mr. FESSENDEN, Maine. The Senate has never acted understandingly in this matter,
and should not be bound by its previous action. There is nothing in treaty of 1830 to
warrant net proceeds. There had been violations of that treaty, and for that reason
questions were submitted to the Senate. Not half a dozen Senators knew they were
giving away so much. Blames noone. Takes his ownshare of responsibility. Refers
to statement of Mr. Sebastian that award would require $800,000. When reported it
was near $3,000,000. There is no power to compel Senate. Therefore we have a right
to re-examine. Did not think it just that under treaty of 1830 Choctaws shounld have
their country west, expenses paid, reservations of land, and then proceeds of what was.
sold. )

Mr. GREEN, Missouri, insisted on moral obligation to pay, and objected to theory
that Senate was not bound by its own award.

Mr. Gwin, California. Choctaws got a possessory title to their country west iu 1820.
In 1830 they got a fee-simple title to the magnificent empire for which they had
acquired a possessory title in 1820. They recsived a patent—were the first tribe that
did receive one—for the millions upon millions of acres more than they ceded in 1830.
They had no shadow of claim to net proceeds under treaties of 1820 and 1830,

Mr. FESSENDEN, Maine. In the debate of 1860 objections went beyond the $1,200,000
now claimed as *‘ undisputed.” Refers to Mr. Toombs’s remarks that the value of the
country west should be taken into consideration, and that if it was the balance would
be against the Choctaws. Denies that the Senate made an award of the particular
sum named in the report of the committee last year.

Mr. PuGH, Ohio. Examined case carefully last session. Saw nothing wrong in award.
Claim is indisputable. Senate appointed arbitrator, not to go into details, but to settle:
principles. We did settle them.

Amendment rejected—17 to 27. .

Yeas—Messrs. Bigler, Bragg, Clark, Doolittle, Fitch, Green, Hemphill, Kennedy,
Lane, Latham, Nicholson, Polk, Powell, Pugh, Rice, Sebastian, Wigfall.

Nays—Messrs. Biugham, Bright, Chandler, Clingman, Collamer, Dixon, Douglas,
Duarkee, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Grimes, Gwin, Harlan, Hunter, Johnson (Ark.), King,
Morrill, Pearce, Saulsbury, Seward, Simmons, Sumner, Ten Eyck, Trumbull, Wade,
Wilson.

FEBRUARY 9, 1861.

Question being on motion to reconsider (Globe, p. 824)—

Mr. Jounson, Arkansas, explained origin of elaim under treaty of 1830, which had
been complicated witl treaty of 1820, by which Choctaws had sold asmall part of their
country east for their country west, embracing from 25 to 40,000,000 acres, the gov-
ernment extending the grant beyond its own limits into Mexico. Choctaws had aec-
quired by treaty of 1320 a perfect title of precisely the sawne character as that acquired
by the United States from the @hoctaws for their cession east. The whele transaction
was complete on both sides. L e

For their cession of 1320, Choctaws received an equivalent in their country wess.
For their cession of 1830, nothing but what is contained in other articles of treaty,
" cousisting almost entirely of reservations. In other words, they were paid for the
whole of their lands by allowing them to select a few locations, and by an annuity of
$20,000 for 20 years. Instating accountsthe Interior Department aiid its bareans had
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never estimated that the country west was part of the price for the cession of 1820,
The country west had nothing to do with the question before us.

Fourteen monthg’ investigation in Treasury and Interior Departments had shown
that $2,951,247 was due the Choctaws. The committee now propose to appropriate

1,200,000.

5 ZI‘he’ committee had recominended an unauthorized deduction of $648,000, Then the
Finance Committee had proposed to deduct $1,130,000 more, leaving $1,200,000, about
which not a particle of dispute till the Senator from Maine had disputed the whole
amount, admitting that he had never investigated it, and, I think, said he never would.

Mr. PEARCE, Maryland. Had voted against appropriation because he was not satis-
fied with award, which had not been discussed. Senator from Arkansas [ Sebastian]
spoke a few minutes. Was asked by Senator from New York [ Mr. King] how much
it would take. Answered that he could not tell, but it was a very large amount;
probably from $200,000 to $1,000,000. With that answer Senate seemed content, and
adopted the resolutiou or award. Had felt embarrassed. It wasa solemn act—a reso-
lution of the Senate under a treaty stipulation. But it was suggested that if we had
been surprised into paying such an award, we were not so bound but that we might
look back to all the facets in the history of the transaction.

Mr. SEBASTIAN, Arkansas, explained his statement to Mr. King. Had been led into
an error in part by statements of the General Land Office. A memorandum on file
among the original papers would show that his guess was very nearly right. Had ex-
peected that more would be charged to the Choctaws, and in fulfillment of that very
expectation of mine and of the committee, $600,000 was afterwards eharged.

Mr. PEARCE, Maryland, when interrupted was simply stating his reasons for oppos-
ing claim before he had looked into treaty of 1830. Apparently by that treaty the
United States had ceded to the Choctaws tlieir countrywest. Had supposed this large
tract in fee-simple was a full consideration for the Choctaw cession in Mississippi, out
of which had been carved large reservations, to which were added annuity payments
aud expenses of removal and subsistence. Had thought there was a fair bargain—a
quid pro quo—and therefore could not understand what foundation there was for the
award of March 9. This morning had learned, what was not before known to him,
that the United States, having paid for their purchase east in 1820 with the Choctaw
country west, did, in 1830, get the rest of the Choctaw country east for precisely the
same consideration which had been exhausted by the cession of 1820. The reserva-
tions made in 1830 were not part of the consideration, for these reservations belonged
to the Choctaws. Annnities were comparatively trifling. Emigration expenses it was,
of course, proper for the United States to pay. Lvidently the Indians had conveyed a
large tract withont sufficient consideration—such a conveyance as would be vacated
by a chancellor. They had a claim on the jnstice of the. United States—indefinite—tor
proceeds of land and value of unsold land.

In that condition the committee had found the matter. Two questions were pre-
sented—net proceeds, or gross summ. We have said net proceeds, and directed account
%5 be stated. It has been stated ; and thersupon the chairman reports this amount,
excluding items disputed. I cannof resist a demand of justice made so perfectly clear.
The Senator [ Mr. Johnson] has satisfied me that it is my duty to vote for the present
appropriation, leaving the other to be considered hereafter.

Mr. PuaH, Ohie, calls attention to the clause making award of Senate final. Sees
no mode of avoiding payment.

- Mr. FESSENDEN, Maine. Has no doubt a considerable suin is due and ought to be paid.
Is ¢ perfectly willing it shall be paid the moment it can be properly ascertained what it
is.” Objected to the amendment because it acknowledges the force and effect of the
award, binding upon me. If gentlemeu will waive that poiut and appropriate $500,-
000, expressly prescribing that it shall not be considered an acknowledgment of the
force and effect of the award, would be willing to let it pass.

Mr. TRUMBULL, Illinois, called for yeas and nays. * We may as well have a test vote
on reconsideration.” (Globe, p. 831.) .

Yeas, 29, nays 15.

Yeas—Messrs. Bigler, Bragg, Bright, Cameron, Clark, Clinginau, Collamer, Critten-
den, Dixon, Doolittle, Fitch, Green, Grimes, Gwin, Hemphill, Johnson (Ark.), Johnson,
{Tenn.), Kennedy, Lane, Latham, Nicholson, Pearcs, Polk, Powell, Pugh, Rice, Sebas-
tian, Ten Eyck, Wigfall.

Nays—Messrs. Apthony, Bingham, Chandler, Durkee, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Hale,
Harlan, Seward, Sumner, Trumbull, Wade, Wilkinson, Wilson.

PrESIDING OFFICER. The vote i3 reconsidered, and the amendment is reconsidered.

The amendment was agreed to.

Mr. Grives, Towa, proposed to insert provision that the appropriation neither
affirmed nor denied right of Choctaws, and also to reduce it to $500,000.

Mr. Havg, New Hampshire, hoped amendment would be accepted. Thinks in that
shape it would receive the almost unanimous consent of the Senate.

Mr. JounsoN, Arkansas, objected to reduction when there was an undisputed claim
to $1,200,000. .
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Mr. PEARCE, Maryland, believed $1,200,000 must be paid eventually, but thought it
would be judicious to let amendment pass.

Mr. GRIMES, Jowa. Believes Choctaws have a just claim; has only offered amend-
ment from an anxiety that they should receive a portion of the money which I con-
scientiously believe to be justly due them.

Mr. WiLsoN, Massachusetts, This sum of $1,200,000 is undisputed, and now Senator
from Jowa proposes to put in $500,000 as undisputed. .
thMI‘.”GRIMES, lowa, moved to strike out words ‘ being the undisputed balance due

em.

Mr, CLARE, New Hampshire, referred to amendment offered by Mr. Davis last session.
Has no doubt that if Choctaws had consented to take $1,200,000 then, Senate would
cheerfully have accorded that sum. .

Mr, FESSENDEN, Maine, protests against reiterated statement that amount is undis-
puted. Nobody admits that execept those who are in favor of it.

Mr. SiMMons, Rhode Island, has not examined the subject, but if those who have,
can agree to $500,000, thinks they ought to. It will not afiect the balance of the claim.
Thinks we owe the Indians something, but it ought to be investigated before we pay
solarge an amount. Will cheerfully vote for $500,000. Alludedto financial difficulties.

Mr. GRIMES’S motion to reduce appropriation from $1,200,000 to $500,000 was then
rejected—yeas 20, nays 21,

Yeas—Maessrs. Anthony, Bingham, Chandler, Collamer, Durkeg, Fessenden, Foot,
Foster, Grimes, Hale, Harlan, King, Morrill, Simmons, Sumner, Ten Eyck, Trumbull,
‘Wade, Wilkinson, Wilson. .

Nays—Maessrs. Bigler, Bragg, Bright, Clark, Clingman, Crittenden, Doolittle, Fitch,
Green, Gwin, Hemphill, Johnson (Ark.), Latham, Nicholson, Pearce, Polk, Powell, Rice,
Saulsbary, Sebastian, Wigfall. - (Globe, p. 832.)

DEBATE IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, FEBRUARY 23, 1861. (Globe,
p. 1155.)

The Indian appropriation bill being under consideration, Committee of Ways and
Means recommended non-conearrence in the nineteenth Senate amendment appropriat-
ing $1,200,000, ¢ being the undisputed balance due” Choctaws under award of Senate
of 9th March, 1859-—

Mr. STEVENSON, Kentucky, asked reason for non-concurrence, Does not see how the
award can be repudiated.

Mr. SHERMAN, Ohio. First ground for non-concurrence is that the amendment does
not pertain to an appropriation bill,

Second. It shonld have been reported on by the Committee on Indian Affairs. We
had neither time nor patience to examine it.

Third. Terms of the bill were in other respects objectionable.

Mr. STeVENSON, Kentucky, stated the history of the case down to the award. Since
then the matter had been referred to accounting-officers., There was a dispute about
this sum of $1,200 being justly due. Finance Committee of Senate had reported against
it, and then reversed its report.

Mr. ETHERIDGE, Tennessee (chairman Committee on Indian Affairs). If this matter
goes over, doubts if half a dozen members would become any better acquainted with it.
No doubt of its justice. Only reason Committee on Indian Affairs did not urge it last
session was the state of the Treasury. Will not go into details. Claim admitted so far
as government is concerned. It isres adjudicata. If claim is deferred ten years House
will still be compelled to rest npon statements of those who have time to examine it.
Treaty provides that award shall be final. Amendment provides $1,200,000. Claim is
larger, but that amount is not disputed.

Mr. SHERMAN, Ohio. Amendment js put on an appropriation bill in violztion of rules
of the House. An old claim. Impossible for Ways and Means Committee to examine it.
It ought to psss on its own merits, and should not be attached to an appropriation bill.
If chairman of Committee on Indian Affairs [Mr. Etheridge] will bring ic a bill and it
passes, has no objection.

Mr. ETHERIDGE, Tennessee. If this had never been ddjudicated the objection would
De well taken. If we were to bring in fifty bills, and ask House to investigate, it would
never be investigated, and gentlemen would be no betiter prepared to vote than they are
now. When a matter has been adjudicated, and treaty provides that adjudication
shall be final, this House has no discretion bat to pay amount found due.

Mr. STEVENSON, Kentucky. This is an award. Government agreed to refer the mat-
ter to the Senate, and to pay what Senate should award. Why not pay it? There
are disputed items, but none put in here are disputed.

Mr. PHELPS, Missouri (p. 1287). Questiou covers not merely $1,200,000 in amend-
ment, but $2,900,000 claimed by Choctaws. By treaty of 1820 they had acquired their
country west of Arkansas, and agreed to migrate. In 1830 they ceded their country east
in considera‘ion «f an absolute grant of their country west of Arkansas. By this treaty
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reservations east were permitted as part of the consideration for what they ceded.
They were also to have an annuity and other sums, which have all been paid, and they
were emigrated and subsisted at the cost of the United States. The real object of the
treaty of 1830 was to relieve the government from a difficulty in which it bad been
involved by the State of Mississippi, which had extended its jurisdiction over the
Choctaws. To obviate this difficulty it was agreed that the tribe should emigrate, but
that those choosing to remain should have land. Again, those having improvements
under cultivation might have land to embrace them. In other words, reservations
were provided for nearly 1,500,000 acres. This part of the treaty has been fully com-
plied with, and the stipulated payments have all been made. Denies that Choctaws
were entitled to the net proceeds of the cession under 18th article of the treaty. The
lands were ceded in cousideration, 1lst, of moneys to be paid ; 2d, of emigration and
subsistence ; 3d, of large reservations; 4th, of patents to be issued for lands west in
fee. Again: Serip was provided for Indians not desiring to retain or to reside on their
reservations, This serip was issued to the Indians, and sold by them before the price
was depreciated by land-warrant issues. Denies that treaty of ’55 is binding upon
House of Representatives. Claims right to control his own vote, whether in fulfillmert
of treaty stipulation or not.

Mr. MaYNarD, Tennessee. Does the gentleman claim the right to go behind a treaty,
and inquire into its propriety ?

Mr. PuerLps, Missouri. Where a treaty requires legislation, if I disapprove such legis-
lation, it is my duty to vote against it. If we pay this $1,200,000 on the ground that it is
due, we are bound to pay the residue of $2,900,000 whenever it is demanded. If these
Indians were entitled to the proceeds of the lands they ceded in 1830, then in equity
they are entitled not only to the whole $3,000,000, but to the interest for the time the
government has withheld the money. The award was made at a called session of the
Senate, in March, 1859. When committee reported a bill to pay it, $600,000 was de-
ducted from the amount. But if the Choctaws are entitled to the net proceeds, they
are entitled to them without this deduction. Quotes the statement of Mr. Sebastian
to Mr. King when award was pending that the amount to be paid would be between
$800,000 and $1,000,000. Quotes Mr. Toombs’s remark about the award, that “we
agreed to a very wrong thing. There never was a solitary foundation for it on the
face of the earth, and how anybody could have voted for it I cannot imagine, becanse
it is plainly in the face of the treaty, every line and every word of it.” Concurs with
Mr. Toombs. The very debates prove that the award was made on the chairman’s
statement tbat the amount would not exceed $800,000 or $1,000,000. The account is for
over $2,900,000. The account shows that an approximate estimate had been sent to
the Senate in May, 1858, showing that the award would probably be for $2,993,000,
the ultimate result being $2,981,247.30. Denies exclusive control of the Senate over
our Indian relations. Believes the award was made without due consideration, as it
was said at the time that it would not take over $300,000 or $1,000,000 to pay the claim,
whereas it now appears that it will take $2,900,000.

Mr. MaYNaRD, Tennessee, states the causes which led to the treaty of 1855: 1st. Choc-
taw and Chickasa% land wanted for wild Indians. 2d. A difficulty between Choctaws
and Chickasaws, likely to lead to open rupture and to a border war, which it was desir-
able toavoid. 3d.The Choctaws had claims under their treaty of 1330 which they pressed
upon the Indian Bureau. It was, therefore, deemed important to make a treaty. It
was niade and ratified, and under the Constitution became the supreme law of the
land, and is binding upon every citizen. We are not at liberty to disregard it if it was
injudicions. By the 11th and 12th articles government stipulates that certain disputed
constructions of treaty of 1830 should be submitted to the Senate. The Senate had
made its decision. It is final, irreversible, and there is, by agreement, no appeal from
it. Suppose the Senate did not know how mnch tlie proceeds of these lands would be;
they knew the principle they were settling. The amount was a mere matter of com-
putation. Whether larger or smaller, a matter of no consequence—does not affect the
adjndication. The Secretary of the Interior had reported that $2,981,247.30 was due,
and I hold that to be the amount to which the Choctaws are justiy entitled.

Mr. STEVENSON, Kentucky. This was an award ; higher than a treaty. The treaty
of '55 stipnlates that the Choctaws should become liable for individnal claims of their
citizens npon the United States. We forced the Choctaw Nation to assume these
individual claims, and now repudiate the obligation we have entailed upon them.
The only serious argument against the claim is our want of money to pay it.

Mr. SHERMAN, Ohio. Is opposed to the amendment: 1. Because it has been improp-
erly pnt upon an appropriation bill. 2. Because this is rot a * solemn award.” A res-
olution had been passed by the Scnate withont any one knowing what it meant, sad-
dling $2,900,000 upon Treasury. Under treaty of ’55, Senate was to give a just, fair,
liberal consideration to certain questions. At a called session resolutions were intro-
dnced in 1he nature of an award. There was no debate, no consideration. Resolutions
passed, and on the faith of that award wo are asked to appropriate from two to three
millions, It was not an award ; has never been considered ; never acted upon. It has
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not the form aud substance of an award. 3. The amendment proposes to submit an-
other subject to the Senate for a future award. The Senate may appropriate another
willion without the consent of the House. . .

This is a claim growing out of Yazoo lands. The Representatives of Mississippi and
Georgia have always denounced aud opposed it. Mr. Toombs always contended that
it was unjust and unfounded. This is not the time to pay doubtful debts against the
State of Mississippi. . .

Mr. STEVENSON, Kentucky. The gentleman says Mr. Toombs said so and so. Did
not the Finance Committee of the Senate, after full discussion, recommend the payment
of this claim ¢ .

Mr. SHERMAN, Ohio. I understand they did after the Senators from Georgia and
Mississippi, who knew most about it, had withdrawn. .

Mr. PaELps, Missouri. Last summer, after long debate, proposition to appro-
priate $2,900,000 was voted down in the Senate. . .

Mr. SHERMAN, Ohio. When Senators from State where claim originated were
present it was voted down. Shall we appropriate $3,600,000 to pay a claim which
has been disputed in country where it arose? Besides, we ought not to appropriate
E‘ilé we know whether Choctaws belong to this government or to Southern Con-

ederacy. :

Mr. MAYNARD, Tennessee. Is not the gentleman aware that after the Senate had
heard both sides it agreed to this amendment ?

Mr. SHERMAN, Ohio. Well, the House has heard both sides.

Yeas and nays ordered. Yeas 56, nays 104 (p. 1291).

Committee of conference appointed: House—Messrs. Phelps, Etheridge, and Gra-
ham. Senate—Messrs. Pearce, Powell, and Clark.

March 2 (p. 1414) committee recommended that the House recede from its disagree-
ment, Mr. Phelps dissenting.

Report of committee was rejected by the House, and another committee was ap-
pointed, namely: For the Honse—Messrs. Howard (Mich.), Morrill (Vt.), and Steven-
son (Ky.) For the Senate—Messrs. Pugh (Olio), Nicholson (Tenn.), and Doolittle (Wis.)

March 2 (p. 1427) committee recommended substitute for Senate amendment, appro-
priating $250,000 in money, $250,000 in bonds, to be charged in the future adjustment
](;f Choctaw claims. Report signed unanimously by committees on the part of both

ouses. :

Mr. Howarp, Michigan. The managers from the House could not agree to recog-
nize the award. But we were satisfied there was something due the Choctaws.
How much we did not know ; but we were satisfied it was more than the amount now
reported.

Mr. SuerMaN, Ohio. Report recognizes the validity of the claim. Would rather
see bill defeated than vote for it.

Mr. Pirevps, Missouri. Hopes House will adhere to disagreement. Would rather give
the Choctaws $500,000 than recognize the award.

Mr. STEVENSON, Kentucky. Insisted upon compliance with compromise. Senate
bad receded from original amount, and we have recommended payment of $500,000 on
a claim regarded by the Senate as just and valid.

Mr. SHERMAN, Ohio. Was satisfied from superficial examination of this matter that
we do not owe the Choctaws. The House should have a fair opportunity to investigate,
and the claim should not have been put upon an appropriatiou bill.

Mr. SteEvENson, Kentucky. Whole subject has ,been investigated thoroughly.
Wants to find out if sectional policy has anything to do with the opposition to this
claim.

Mr. HowarD, Michigau. House managers yielded reluctantly to the compromise.
Had himself objected that an estimate had not been seut at the beginning of the ses-
sion, as for other appropriations. Also objected to recognizing award, The Senate
could not yield or recede without surrendering its treaty-making prerogative, which
we did not wish to infringe upon. Demanded previons question. Yeas and nays
ordered. Yeas, 70; nays, 61. -

So the report of the committee of conference was agreed to. (Globe, p. 1429.)

The following clause under this action of Congress was put into the
appropriation bill of March 2, 1861, and is the only appropriation ever
made by Congress under the award :

For payment to the Choctaw Nation or tribe of Indians, on account of their claim
under the eleventh and twelfth articles of the treaty with said nation or tribe, made
the twenty-second of June, eighteen hundred and fifty-five, the sum of five hundred
thousand dollars; ttwo hundred and fifty thousand dollars of which sum shall be paid
in money, and for the residue, the Secretary of the Treasury shall cause to be issued, to
the proper authorities of the nation or tribe, on their requisition, bonds of the United
States, authorizéed by law at the present session of Congress: Provided, That in the
future adjustment of the claim of the Choctaws, under the treaty aforesaid, the said
sum shall be charged against the said Indians. (Statutes at Large, vol. 12, p. 238.)
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In pursuance of this act, the $250,000 in money was paid to the Choc-
taws, but the bonds were not delivered, on account of the interruption
of intercourse with said Indians, occasioned by the war of the rebellion.

After the close of the war intercourse was restored, and the treaty
of April 28, 1866, was agreed to between the United States and said
Indians, which contains the following provision, viz:

ARrTICLE X. The United States reaffirms all obligations arising out of treaty stipu-
lations or acts of legislation with regard to the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations, entered
into prior to the late rebellion and in force at that time, not inconsistent herewith ;
and further agrees to renew the payment of all annuities and other moneys accruing
under such treaty stipulations and acts of legislation from and after the close of the
fiscal year ending ou the 30th of June, in the year (1866) eighteeu hundred and sixty-
gix. (Stat. at L., vol. 14, p. 774.)

Referring to this article, the Secretary of the Interior, Mr. Browning,
on the 5th February, 1867, sent communications to the Committees on
Appropriations of the House and on Finance of the Senate, recommend-
ing the appropriation necessary to pay the Choctaws the balance of
$1,832,560.85 due them after deducting $500,000 appropriated March 3,
1861.

The Finance Committee of the Senate referred the Secretary’s letter
to the Committee on Indian Affairs, which, on the 23d February, 1867
(Globe, p. 1811), reported an amendment to the pending Indian ap-
propriation bill, appropriating $250,000 for the payment to Choctaws on
account of their claim under 11th and 12th articles of treaty of 1853.
The amendment, after debate, was rejected.

$250,000 PAYABLE IN BONDS.

Meanwhile efforts had been made to induce the government to issue
the bonds for $250,000, authorized by the act of Mareh 3, 1861.

The attention of the Attorney-General being called to the subject, he
expressed the opinion that the bonds could be lawfully issued, in a letter
to the Secretary of the Treasury of December 15, 1870, which was trans-
mitted to Congress and referred to the Senate Committee on Indian
Affairs, which directed Mr. Davis, of Kentucky, to report the resolution
adopted by the Senate on the 5th January, 1871, that the President had
full authority under existing law to issue the bonds. (Senate Journal,
third session Forty-first Congress, p. 95.) ,

On the 27th February, 1871, Mr. Kerr, from the House Committee on
the Judiciary, made a similar report. (House Report 41, third session
Forty-first Congress.)

And on the 3d March, 1871, the Indian appropriation bill was passed,
containing the following clause:

And the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby authorized to issue to the Choctaw tribe
of Iudians bonds of the United States to the amount of $250,000, as directed by the
act of March 2, 1861, entitled “An act making appropriatious for the current and con-

tingent expenses of the Indian Department, and for fulfilling treaty stipalations with
various Indian tribes.” (16 Stat. at L., p. 570.)

L]
The bonds, however, were not issued; have never been issued.

SOLICITOR BANFIELD’S FIRST REPORT.

On the 6th June, 1872, the Secretary of the Treasury, in a letter to
the President of the Senate, stated that, in eonsequence of representa-
tions to the department that the Choctaw net proceeds claim was not
founded in equity and ought not to be paid, he had directed the Solicitor
of the Treasury (Mr. E. C. Banfield) to hear the parties professing to
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Interior to Congress on the 8th May, 1860, in obedience to the Senate
resolution of March 9, 1859, shows that—

The balance due the Choctaws on that day was......-. -$2, 981, 247 30
Of which has been paid.......v.eeeooneleneenuennnnn 250, 000 00
Leaving a balance still due of........... s 2,731,247 30

No partof which has been paid ; and that on said balance the Choctaws
zluée5 gntitled to interest from the date of the award, namely, March 9,

There have been other favorable reports made to the two houses of
Congress and many other unsuccessful efforts to induce Congress to:
carry out, in part or in whole, the award of the Senate; but it is un-
necessary to go into further details, as sufficient facts have already been
given to enable all who desire to understand the present status of this
case.

From these facts the committee find that the Senate made an award,
giving to the Choctaws the net proceeds of the sales of the lands in
question, and in that award directed the Secretary of the Iuterior to
state an account with the Choctaws and report the same to Congress.
Here the award ended. On the next day the Senate adjourned sine die,
and never acted afterward in the capacity of arbitrators in this matter.

The Secretary of the Interior reported to Congress on the 8th of May,
1860, that the balance due the Chectaws was $2,981,247.30.

On the 13th of June of the same year, Mr. Sebastian, from the Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs, reduced this amount to $2,332,560.83, and
asked that this amount be appropriated. An animated debate sprang
up, and the Senate finally refused to appropriate this sum. Irom this
debate, had at the very next session of Congress after the award, it ap-
pears that the Senate, or at least a very respectable portion of them,
were not satistied with the award. It was urged that it had been made
in great haste, was not maturely considered, and that there was a mis-
take as to the facts ; that the Senate was informed by the chairman of
the Indian Committee that the amount of the claim would be between
$800,000 and $1,000,000; that the Senate at that late hour in the ses-
sion did not have time to ascertain for themselves, and relied upon the
better knowledge of the chairman, and acted upon his information, and
if the award was made at all, it was for an amount not in excess of
$1,000,000.

Mr. Fessenden declared that the Senate was not bound by an award
so made, and that the Senate could and should re-examine the case.
The Senate for these reasons refused to carry out the award.

The debate in the House shows the same dissatisfaction and distrust.
Something was thought to be due, and Congress finally appropriated
$500,000 toward the award. Of this $250,000 was actually paid in cash..
The Secretary of the Interior refused to issue the bonds in which, by the
law, the remaining $250,000 was to be paid. This refusal was based
upon a report of the Solicitor of the Treasury which declared that the:
award was wrong, that there was nothing due, and the government had
a receipt in full. All these things so tainted the award that Congress,.
from 1861 to the present time, has failed to agree to any farther appro-
priation,

"And thus the matter has stood for seventeen years. Effort after
effort has been made during each session of Congress since 1866, but to
no purpose.

Now, what is to be done? We can’t stand here without dishonor.




12 THE CHOCTAW NATION OF INDIANS.

We ratified the treaty ; the treaty submitted the questions of difference
to the Senate; the Senate accepted the position and made the award.
We must either carry out the award or submit the whole matter again
to the Senate, where the treaty placed it. If the award was made
hastily and without due consideration and through mistake of facts, let
them re-examine and make it right. If they should conclude that the
award is final and cannot again be opened, let them so declare and pro-
ceed at once to ascertain what the net proceeds are. The award, if it
stands, is incomplete; the sum should be made definite and certain, and
this should be a part of the award. When this is done by the Senate
the country will accept it, Congress will accept it, and the award will
be faithfully executed.

The committee sees no good reason for referring this matter to the
Court of Claims, or to any other department of the government. There
is nothing for the Court of Claims to do, and if it should do anything,
the difficalties would not be removed and the appropriation would not be
made. Congress will do right when the Senate has acted in accordance
with the treaty, and will not, and in view of your committee, ought not
to call upon another branch of the government to settle what must be
settled by the Senate, and cannot be paid until settled.

The committee therefore proposes the accompanying bill as a substi-
tute, and recommend its passage.

A.
[House Ex. Doc. No. 82, 36th Congress, 1st session.]

Letter from the Secretary of the Interior, transmitting a stalement showing what amount is
due the Choctaw Indians.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
May 8, 1860,

SIr: In compliance with a resolution of the Senate, adopted March 9,1859,1 have
caused an account to be stated showing what amount i1s due the Choctaws, according
to the principles of settlement preseribed in said resolution, and have now the honor
to report the same to the House of Representatives.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. THOMPSON,
Secretary.
Hon. WM. PENNINGTON,
Speaker of the House of Representalives.

DEPARTMERT OF THE INTERIOR,
Office of Indian Affairs, March 22,1860.

Str: The following recited preamble and resolutions adopted by the Senate of the
United States on the 9th of March, 1859 :

‘ Whereas the eleventh article of the treaty of June 22,1855, with the Choctaw and
Chickasaw Indians provides that the following questions be submitted for decision to
the Senate of the United States, ¢ first, whether the Choctaws are entitled to or shall
be allowed the proceeds of the sale of the lands ceded by them to the United States by
the treaty of September 27,1830, deducting therefrom the costs of their survey and
gale and all just and proper expenditures and payments under the provisions thereof ;
and, if so, what price per acre shall be allowed to the Choctaws for the lands remain-
ing unsold, in order that a final settlement with them may be promptly effected,’ or,
‘gecond, whether the Choctaws shall be allowed a gross sum in further and full satis-
faction of all tbeir claims, national and individual, ag ainst the United States; and, if
80, how much ¢’
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“Resolved, That the Choctaws be allowed the proceeds of the sale of such lands as
have been sold by the United States on the tirst day of January last (1859), deducting
therefrom the costs of their snrvey and sale and all proper expenditures and payments
under said treaty, excluding the reservations allowed and secured, and estimating the
serip issued in lieu of reservations at the rate of one dollar and twenty-five cents per
acre ; and, further, that they be also allowed twelve and a half cents per acre for the
residue of said lands.

“Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior cause an account to be stated with the
Choctaws, showing what amount is due them, acecording to the above prescribed prin-
ciples of settlement, and report the same to Congress.”

Having been referred by you to this office on the nineteenth of t}]e same month
(March, 1859), measures were at once adopted to collect the information necessary to
state the required account with all possible exactitude.

The General Land Office was called upon for tke quantity of lands embraced by the
quality of lands embraced by the Choctaw cession of 1830, the cost of their survey and
sale, and quantity thereof sold up to the lst day of January, 185.9, and the amount of
money received therefor, together with the quantity embraced in the * reservations
allowed and secured.” .

The treaty of 1855 uses the words “lands remaining unsold,” while the resolution
says “residue.” If, by the expression just quoted, is meant *lands undisposed of,” the
amount would be reduced, inasmuch as 2,202,776 acres have been disposed of by Con-
gress under the swamp-land act aud grants for railroad and school purposes. The pay-
ments and expenditures under the different provisions of the treaty of 1830, it was as-
sumed, and could be ascertained with most certainty from the origi_nal accounts and
vouchers thereof, which being on file in the office of the Second Aunditor of the Treas-
ury, that officer was requested to furnish that portion of the information. That in
reference to *‘the scrip issued in lieu of reservations,” the amonnts to “orphans for
reservations,” a portion of the payments for removal and subsistence have been col-
lected from the records of this office.

From the information thus carefully collected the required account has been stated,
and it is herewith transmitted.

Though made up on a somewhat different basis, it will be seen that the result of this
account does not differ materially from that of the approximate statement contained
in the elaborate report made to you from this office on the 15th of May, 1858, in answer-
to a series of queries from the Committee on Indian Affairs of the Senate, said state-
mentshowinga balance of $2,993,720.18, while that of the presentaccount is $2,951,247.30.

It is to be observed that under the second article of the treaty of 1830 a patent was
issned to the Choctaws for the country west of Arkansas, estimated.to contain 15,000,000+
acres ; subsequently, the Chickasaws, with the consent of the United States, purchased
a portion of this tract at $630,000, which the United States paid out of the trust fund
belonging to the Chickasaws, with the exception of $30,000 paid in the manner directed
by the third article of the articles of convention and agreement between the Choctaws
and Chickasaws, concluded the 17th of January, 1837, Under the treaty of 1855 the
Choctaws leased a portion of their country, for which the United States paid the suw
of $600,000. If these sums are to be regarded as payments under the treaty of 1830,
the amount due the Choctaws will be $1,851,247.30.

Isubmit with the account, for the information of yourself and Congress, copies of
the reports of the Commissioner of the General Land Office and Second Auditor, marked
A and I, and of the supplementary and additional statements prepared in this office,
marked B, C, D, E, F, G, and H, in triplicate, which exhibit the data from which the
account has been made up and stated, also, in triplicate, an abstract from statement.
made by the Second Aunditor, under resolution of the Senate of 10th March 18563, of pay-
ments for Choctaw account under same treaty, marked D.

The preamble and resolutions of the Senate referred to above are herewith returncd.

YVery respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. B. GREENWOOD,
Commissioner.
Hon, J. THOMPSON,
Secretary of the Interior.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, SECOND AUDITOR’S OFFICE,
February 1, 1860.

Sik: In compliance with the terms of your letter of November last, and the letter of
Acting Commissioner Mix of the 26th of March last, I have the honor to transmit here-
with “ a statement of expenditures and payments under the treaty of 1830 with the
Choctaws.”

You will perceive that the present statement, so far as relates to the objects stipu-
lated for under sundry articles of the treaty, is based on the synopsis presented in your
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letter of the 14th of November last, as a
tion in this office.
I trust that the information now furnished—taken in connection with that hereto-

fore supplied—as seen in Senate Executive Document No.
third Congress, and that which may be ascertained from

guide for conducting the process of examina-

rean, will complete the chain required in this branch of inquiry.

I make no reference in this letter to any

ciently explicit.

I will only remark that, under the head of «
not include the cost of 99 swords furnished the
nated in the vouchers, but the price fixed by the regulati

Choctaws,

at that time appears to have been $4.25 each.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
T. J. D. FULLER,
Second Auditor.

Hon. A. B. GREENWOOD,

Commissioner, 4.

September 27, 1830.

64, second session of Thirty-
the record of the Indian Bu-

part of the data supplied by this statement,
as to specific or aggregate amounts—the statement and recapitulation being deemed suffi-
Outfit for captains,” the amount does
as the price was not desig-
ons of the War Department

A.—Payments made under the treaty with the Choctaws, concluded at Dancing Rabbit Creek,

Date. To whom paid. For what paid. Amount,
ARTICLE 15.—Outfits for captains.
1832.
Une......... John D. Putron . ..euueeceven....| 99 suits of clothes, &6 ..oeeeeoucueeoen. .. *$4,509 81
ARTICLE 16.— For removal and subsistence.
1831.
September ...| . McClellan.......oocauenna... Beef for Chootaws while drawing arms. ... 18 00
October......|...... [ e S Traveling expenses, registering emigrant 51 00
Choctaws. .
E.D. Fol80M . uuuuuemnennannnnn. Corn for two families emigrating.......... 19 50
1832.
March ....... D. McClellan «ouveeeeemneanannn.. Traveling expenses, registering emigrant 54 00
Choctaws.
QOct. and Dec | J. A. Bynam and others......... . Transportation and subsistence ...
October...... Mcgliuney, Holderness, and | Services as assistants, ferriages, &
others.
Oct. and Nov | Samuel C. Pierson and others ... Butchering beef, &¢.coovueirniiiannnnn... 937 93
October...... Shewaha Beef, corn, &C. ... .cueveiiianaaa . 665 23
September ... J. A. Phillips and other: Transportation and subsistence 716 62
1833. L
Feb,and Mar | P. Campbell and others.. Forage and transportation ................ 1,747 48
Sept. gnd Oct.| J. Mulling and others ........... Provisions..eweeeeeoceeaaeeana. eeenaaa. 115 83
1832, .
December ...[ D. McClellan........coaunuuun... Trangportation .... . ccveccecieeinranunn..
4th quarter ..| Elisha England and others. Corn and transportation. .
Piseisnubbee and others . .. .{ Commutation allowanca ..
1 Wesley, Folley, and others . Sundry 8ervices veeae.ceeeenunneineananan.
833. .
1st quarter...| Bird & Belding and others....... Beef and corn .......ccvevieannnn...
Edward McKinney and others ..| Services. .......
2d quarter ...} John A. Fowler and others......

4th quarter ..
1834.

Feb. and Mar.

May and June
1833.

4th quarter ..

1st quarter. ..
2d quarter. ..

3d quarter....

4th quarter ..

* This amount does not inclade
not be ascertained,

J. L. Belcote and others ...
John Hart and others
Hoxachubbee and others ..
J. R. Stephenson and other.
John Henry and others

Thomas Wafer and others

George Lawton and others......|.

Elawatubbes and others
Jesse Smith and others
Gray & Erwin and others.......
Richmond Baker and others ....
Andrew Lytle and others
M. Moore and others
Ecore de Fabre cluims
E. L. Farr and others............
Lafayette Jones and others. .....
James Dorris aud others,
J. Brown and others ...

Sundries ..
Commutati
Sundries

Commutation. . ...cueececnenaunneaaiuaann.
Services of teamsters, &c.
Rations, eorn, and beef ......
Transportation, services, &oc
Services, teamsters, &c
Rations, corn and beef....... ...
Freight, ferriage, &c., and teams
Teamsters, &c¢
Rations, corn and
Hire of teams, &c¢
Services, transportation

3,551 34
the cost of transportation nor the price of swords, which items could
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A.—DPayments made under the treaty with the Choctaws, §c.—Continued.
Date. I'o whom paid. For what paid. Amount.
ARTICLE 16.— For removal and subsistence—
Continued.
1832,
1st quarter ..| J. M. West and others .......... Ferriage, hire of steamboats, &c .......... 45,324 35 ‘
2d quarter ... P. Muscogee and others......... Servmes, horse-keeping, &€ .cocvuaiiiannn. 117 28
1834,
3d quarter . ..| Reuben Frailor and others...... 561 0%
...... 5 1 363 75
1835.
1st quarter. ..| B. N. Doak and others........... Services, &c...._ .... 329 68
William and Susy....... .| Commutation . 20 00
R. McKinley and others TS 11y WPy 45 89
1831.
2d quarter...| F. Berry and others............. Horses OXED, &Cuuuanermmnnacannoumnnnenas 1,037 50
Samuel Collins and others Services in remova,l e eemeaieinea 2,921 06
1832.
3d quarter ...| Sundry teamsters and otliers. ...| Services in removal ..ccceceeetiaaanans 17,108 98
Clark, Weir, and others ... .| Beef, €0rn, &C.vevuairnmaanznann .| 5,065 13
John W, Bird and others.. .| Provisions and transportation.. 10, 669 54
Willis Page and others.. ] SErVICEB. e e i iiaiaaann 2,034 66
'W. W. Rose and others. ... .| Beef, flour, &c - 183 57
James C, Drew and others ‘| Provisions, transportation, &e.. 4,539 15
Sundry persons ..._......... .| Services, transportation, &c. . 1,230 49
2d quarter . ..| Boyd & Belding and others .....| Provisions 30, 776 26
Stoamer Elk aud others. .. .| Transportation, seryices, &c.. -1 19,425 37
1835 Turuer & Woodruff...ooce.ooun. Coffe8, SUZAT, &C.oononceanannscianesnns 564 50
1st quart.exj. -.| P.Campbell ___. ..o, SerVICes . -t i i caaans 103 50
1833. i
1st quarter...| R. E. Holford and others ........ Provisions, transportation, &e «oocueeonaan 3,586 17
Jos. Bryan and others .... Corn, fodder, and transportation 8,401 42
Jos. Minton and others.. .| Services. . .. ocee.eiiiiicacao.- o 4,525 76
4th quarter ..| Jos. Wilson .........._.... .| Corn, beef, &e....... .| 1,080 30
H. & L. Harpea and others «....| Transportation and for ..| 5,033 88
1834 David Folsomn and others . .| Services, collecting Indians, &C .eu. oo 3,575 30
1st quartér. -.| Wharton Rector and others..... Subsistence and transportation............ 678 65
832,
4th ghiarter ..| W. H. Watson and others Corn, flour, &C ccveer i iiiiiiiiaaii s 63 06
1st quarter...| J, Van Horne ............. .| Subsistence and transportation. 607 84
4th quarter ..| D. W. White and others. .. .| Corn, terriage, &C....cecunu.n R 165 04
Marins Oury and others..._..... Services of ASSISLANES. - .1nemvmemons oo 243 10
1834,
1st quarter...| J.J. Hammond and others . " Beef, pork, and corn.......oeenn-. . 416 99
J.Van HOTD® «oeveeenninaannn Transportation of baggage 49 50
1832.
3d quarter ...| D. Miller and others .........-.. Transportation and subsistence ........... 4,976 96
Lieutenant Ryan and others Teamsters, &€ ..oevoeovacnnnnn 5,114 55
4th quarter ..| Squire Griggs and others . -{ Wagous, ferriages, and freight . .| 22,127 85
Ira Smoot and others ........... Services, repairing road, ECnamnmmni 4, 544 39,
1833.
1st quarter...| G. W.and J. McHenry and nth- | Rations, bacon, &€ ccovvvmureiiiiianinnnn. 4,016 7Y
ers. B
T. Wilson and others............ Transportatiou and supplies............... 16,421 13
1832,
2d quarter ...| W. 8. Colquohoun............... Services . cuaerarnrannnias e, 728 00
3d quarter .. do . do 512 12
4th quarter .. 242 40
1837.
3d quarter ...| Isaac Joues and others.......... Commutatwn ............................. 1, 880 00
Jackson Leflore and others . .
D. McCurtain and others........
1838. 1
1st quarter...| W. Armstrong and others...
G. W. Clarke and otliers ....
2d quarter ...| George S. Grant and others .... | Corn, beef bacon
Benjamin Laflore and others.... Tra.nspormtion ................ 3,053 27
G. W. Cuffy and others Enrolling and collecting Indians . 3,141 81
4th quarter ..| John D. Boyd and others........ Services to disbursing agent ......._...... 2,028 00
313,927 07
ARTICLE 16.—For catile. T
1832, .
May . S William Douglas.....c.oo.uaan.. Services as agent to value cattle. .......... 150 00
1831. .
December 9..{ William Downing. .............. Services valulng and selling cattle ........ 265 75
John Wade and others......... (6% 7 U PRI 1,365 75
1833.
June......... Levi Davis and others .......... Furnishing cattle...... e nemaeneeaiaaaa, 3,892 12
John Wade and cthers.......... Cattle 269 50
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A.—Payments made under the treaty with the Choctaws, §-c.—Continued.

Date.

To whom paid.

For what. paid.

1834,
4th quarter ..

1836.
1st quarter. ..

4th quarter ..

1837,
3d quarter...

4th quarter ..

1838.
ist quarter. ..

1839,
2d quarter...

4th quarter ..

1840.
1st quarter. ..

| Sentanoah

1 C.Spring ..

Tunnupayerhoomah

Jefferson Wallace. coveeraeane..

Israel Dodge
B.F.Smith . . iiiiiaenacenaanna.

0. C. Johnson
J.B.Shanon ._...

Jefferson Wallace. .
Israel Dodge.....
Harris Frazier

William Heartgraves
Christian Spring ... -c...c......
Jefferson Wallace. .
Israel Dodge. . ...
H. Frazier .....

Reuben Taylor ..
C.Spring . ...,

H. Frazier

R.Taylor......coovmiaeeacennn.
J. Wallace ...
Big John ....
L Dodge......oocooe.
William Heartgraves
L.Harman...........
Franklin Baker..

H. Frazier .
C.8pring. . cooorieiaen i,
BigJohn e ieeeimainnecnnnnn.

L. Harman..ec.cevs oo vavevannes
do

C.Spring .........
Samuel McCurtai

George Nelson ...
BigJohn .._.......
Thomas McCurtain .

T. MoCurtain
Big John . .....

James Farshurst.
John Garland. .
Tigsatubbee ...
C. Spring ......
J. 8. Harris ......
William Black.

Jerry Ward ...
W. Armstrong

W. Black

-] 627 bushels of coal

ARTICLE 20.— For three blacksmiths for siz-
teen years—Continued.

Services as smith, 1st,2d, and,3d quarters
of 1832,

of 1834,

Services as striker, 4th quarter of 1834.....

Services as striker, 2d quarter of 1835......

Services as smith, 4th quarter of 1834 and
1st ‘quarter of 1835,

Services as smith, 1st and 2d quarters of 1835

...... do
Services as smith, 2d, 3d, and 4th quarters
of 1835.
Services as striker, 2d, 3d, and 4th quarters
of 1835
10 e maana faemes
Services as smith, 3d and 4th quarters of 1835
Services as striker, 4th quarter of 1835.....
Services ag smith, 3d and 4th quarters of 1835
Services as striker, 3d quarter of 1835......
Services'as striker, 4th quarter of 1835. ...
1,500 bushels of coal
800 bushels of coal .. caee .-
Servicesasstriker,3d and 4th quarters of 1836
Servicesasstriker, 1stand 2d quarters ot 1836
Services assmith, 3d and 4th quarters of 1836
Services as smith, 1st and 2d quarters of 1836.

-| Services as smith for the year 1836.........
-1 Services as striker for the year 1836

Servié:es as smith for the year 1836. .
)

Servicesassmith, 1stand 2d quarters of 1837.
Services asstriker, 1stand 2d quartersof 1837
Servicesassmith, lstand 2d quarters of 1837

Servicesas striker, 1stand 2&1 quarters of 1837

.| Servicesassmith,lstand 2d quarters of 1837

Services asstriker, 1st and 2d quarters of 1837

Use of shop and tools, 1st and 2d quarters
of 1836.

Services as smith from July 1 to Oct. 8, 1837

Use of shop and tools, 3d and 4th quarters
of 1836.

Services as smith, 3d and 4th quarters of 1837]

-] Services as smith from October 15 to De-

cember 15, 1837,
Services as smith, 3d and 4th quarters of 1837
Servicesasstriker, 3d and 4th quartersof 1837

he year
Serviges as smith, 1st and 2d guartersof 1839.
...... 0
...... do
Servi((lzesa.s striker, 1stand 2d quarters of 1839
....... 0 irenanieenna
foenann do

Serviges as smith, 3d and 4th quarters of 1839
o

Amount.

$450 00

450 00
228 00

228 00
228 00
150 00
150 00

60 v0 -

38 41
300 00

300 00
300 00
60 00
60 00
450 00

180 00

180 00
300 00

60 00
150 00

64 00
120 00
120 00
240 00
240 00
480 00
240 00
480 00
240 00
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A.—Payments made under the treaty with the Choctaws, §c.—Continued.
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Date. To whom paid. For what paid. Amount.
|
‘ ARTICLE 20.—For rifles, <¢c.—Continued.
7T 1832,
June.... ... Ordnance DP])R] tment .......... Expense of powder-kegs ..oouenoioni L $253 62
December _..| Josiah 8. Doak....... Provisions while issning guus.......... .. 76 50
Angnst ... DBrig Ella, ..... Freight from Plnla,delphla to New Orleans. 39 19
September J. Blackwell . Dravage - 10 82
Shlp Helen Mar. Freight from Philadelphia to New Orleans. 13 32
July ......... A Bosque ...... Storage of POWAET .«oovniesaa e et 72 10
Joln Paach . Eranspnrtatlon of powder.. 87 50
Brig Ella «ooceeiviicecaeon, Freight of powder ....... 105 00
1832-'33~'34 ..| Nitachachee and Thomas La- | 2,874 rifles. ... oooiiiiiiieanvniinnnaans 35,925 00
. flore, as per acknowledgment
of prlncxpal chiefs.
do 16,000 flints ..o vn il 606 58
_| 14,532 pounds powder 2,906 40
23,272 pounds lead 2,237 20
18 pistols.cuunr oo i 326 00
1834,
3d guarter. .. Tiansportation........o.oo ool 209 81
1836.
3d quarter ...| Thomas Walden and others .....[...... [ 234 42
43, 969 31
ARTICLE 20.—For azes, plows, hoes, wheels,
and cards, 1,000 each.
1832,
April ... ... Riddle. Forsyth & Co...........| Transportation of hoes, axes, and plows. 518 17
Febrnary ....| Hugh Knox ........ Hanling plows 3 50
Marceh....... John Rodgers..............ooi]iaaunn A0 eI 6 00
1&33.
November ...| Riddle & Forsytlt............... Transportation of 500 plows............... 187 50
1832-'33-'34 __| Nitachachee and Thomas La- | 1,000 QXCS - - v icummrcnmnnearenencnneenn. 1,416 66
flore, as per acknowledgment
of puuclpal chiefs.
d 1,000 hoes .. ... i 400 00
1,000 plows .... 4, 500 00
40 dozen cards 200 00
1836.
3d quarter ... Advertising for wheels.... ......_.._...... 2437
1840.
4th guarter .. S89wheels. ..o 2,945 00
1841.
2d quarter ... 191 wheelS. cooee i i 955 00
1844, !
24 quarter . .. 820 cards 334 00
11, 490 20
ARTICLE 20.—For 400 looms.
1834.
December ...[ Jacob Sepmeff................... 800 reeds and 400 heddles....o...o... 953 53
1843
1st quarter...| Folsom, Nail & Everidge........ 312100MS . oo e 6,240 00
7,193 3%
ARTICLE 20.—TFor one ton of iron and 200
pounds of steel annually, to each district,
Jor sizteen years.
.| A.Carnahan 300 pounds iron and 30 pounds steel . ...... 37 50
..| Jobhn McClellan --.] 1790 pouuds iron and 2! pounds steel.. 138 40
18323331 . i R. L. Baker and H. Derringer ...| 15,393 ponnds iron and steel ............... 937 09
1836.
1st quarter...| Woods, Stocker & Co ... ...| 6.321 pouunds iron.. 381 GO
3d quarter...| Thomas Sunstam ......... --.| Freight on iron. 40 91
1837.
3d quarter ...| J. Hawkins and others.......... Transportation of iron .............l.cees. 144 59
1839.
2d quarter...| John Denson ........ ..ol Hauling iron veveeecevieeieroiioiniaaannn 80 00
N 73 ¢ e P d - 80 00
Steamboat Elk Freight Of 1001 me oomenn e T 175 47
1340.
1st quarter. ..} Drennan & Scott caceeervnnnna. 8,000 pounds iron.. 760 00
J. R. Berthelet ... -| 2,000 pounds iron 262 60
4th quarter ..| V. Brashiers ..... Hauling iron ...... 12 50
. Benjamin Johnson..............j..co.. Q0. e e i 125 00
1841.
1st quarter ..| R, HoustOR - vcovuecane vanrnanenn 747 68
2d quarter...| W, M. Holloway 20 00
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A.—Payments made under the ireaty with the Choctaws, §c.—Continued.

Date. To whom paid. For what paid. Amount.
ARTICLE 20.--For one ton of iron and 200
1841, pounds of steel, ¢c.—Continued.
2d Qlia;gér S WML Holloway eeeeeoonnovnn.| Hanling iTOD «aeeeecemcunvmmmenancananann. $30 00
v42,
2d quarter...| J. Worley...._....oo.oooiiiiiifoconn. i PR .| 100 00
Scott. Whlte & Co .. .| 8000 pounds iron . . 760 00
W. M. Holloway .. ...| Hanling iron ._.....coevemenennes . 120 06
4thquarter.. J.G.King ..ocliiimes e P 80 00
843.
2d quarter C.GSeOtt venmne e aans 8,000 pounds iron and 800 pounds steel .. ... 1,080 00
1st quarter --| Berthelet, Heald & Co.......... 6,000 pounds iron and 600 pounds steel ..... 607 50
2d quarter B [ [ U 6,000 pounds irou and 600 pounds steel .... 607 50
1848,
2d quarger Scott, White & Co .covueannnn. | 6, 000 pounds iron and 600 pounds steel ..... 576 00
4th quarter ..| Thomas Walden ........... Transportation of ifoN . ...ueecmcaeeaeazn. 60 00
H.B.HOWEl ceeeaneiieiie cae]eeeen {1 S RPN N 66 81
8,051 15
——
RECAPITULATION.

Article of treaty. Object. Amount,
15th article - QUL FOT GAPEAINE « - e e vemeee voeeeeomaeneee s oo e e $4,500 &1
16th article . Removal and subsistence . cene .| 813,927 07

Do..... Cattle. FET T T RIT FOET Ty - 14,283 28
19th article . 50 cents an acre in lieu of reservations 24,840 00
20th article Erection of council-house, house for each chief, and church for q, 446 75
each district, limited to $10,000.
3 blacksmiths forT 16 years. . ... .cvemeunaii i iiiiiiiaiiieanana 38, 988 86
Millwright for 5 years ... - 3,050 00
2,100 blankets 7,496 70
Rlﬂe, molds, &¢., to each emigrating warrior. .. 43, 969 31
Axes, plows; hoes, wheels, and cards, 1,000 sach. - - 11,490 20
400 100I08 _ oot ia e ineaan 7,193 53
1 ton of iron and 200 pounds of steel annually, to each distriet, 8,051 15
for 16 years.

L

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, GENERAL LAND OFFICE,
March 21, 1860.

Sir: A tedious and laborious investigation was necessary to obtain the information:
requested in the letter addressed to this office by the Acting Commissioner of Indian
Affairs on the 26th of March, 1859, and which I have now the Lonor to communicate,
ag follows:

1. According to the plats of survey on file in this office, the whole number of acres
of land embraced in the cession made by the Choctaws in the treaty of September 27,
1830, is 10,423,139 acres.

2. The portion thereof which had been sold by the United States on the st day of
January, 1859, is 5,912,664.63 acres.

3. The cost of “surveymg” and “selling” merely, not inclnding annuxtles, &ec., of
these particular lands, as stated in a report made to your office on the 1st of May, 1858,
i 10 cents per acre.

4. “The aggregate amonnt received for this portion so sold,” $7,556,568.05.

5. The quantity of land contained in all the ‘‘reservations allowed and secured’”
under the provisions of said treaty, is 334,101.02 acres.

I am, sir, very respectfully, yonr obedient servaut,
JOSEPH 8. WILSON,
Commissioner.

Hon, ALFRED B. GREENWOOD,
Commissioner of Indian Affairs.
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Statement of account with the Choctaw Indians, in conformity with the resolulions and
decision of the Senate of the United Siates of March 9,1859.

. . Acres.
Total area of the lands ceded by the Choctaws by the treaty of Septem-
DOT 27, 1830 . .. o\ ceanesvanaamone aeenaeaomaanaames annananas 10, 432, 139. 69
Area of the reservations “allowed and secured ” which are to be de-
ducted and excluded from computation in the account.....ccxe vnuee 334,101, 02
LU@ATVING ue oesveaaan cecmie caame acmn mmne se s amme snaans 10, 089, 038, 67
Quantity sold up to January 1,1859 ... ccee avane wane <nn e e e 5,912, 664. 63
Residue of 2id 1ands..ccee vecece cocn varnsmcemn s e aeen 4,176, 374. 04

(Of this residue 2,202,766 acres has beon disposed of under the swamp-land act and
grauts for railroad and school purposes up to January 1, 1859.)

The proceeds of the sales of lands sold up to January 1,1850, viz:

5,912,664.63 acres, amounted 0. .ceemneesam coemarcmaame e e $7, 556,568 05
The residne of said lands, viz; 4,176,374.04 acres, at 124 cents per acre,

AMNOUNES 50 - e cecs eaeveaesacccs camanmmeocosssvmmsassnns sannannn "H22,046 75

‘ ' 8,078, 614 80

From which the following deductions are to be made :
Ist. The cost of the survey and sale of the lands, viz,
10,423,139.69 acres, at 10 cents per acre.......... $1, 042, 313 96
2d. Payments and expenditures under the treaty, which
are as follows:
FIFTEENTH ARTICLE.

Salaries of chiefs for t wenty years......-. $12,921 25
Pay of speaker of three districts for four

FOATS - et ieias ceeearnnnnnaonncaen 354 66
Pay of secretary for same period.......... 550 00
Outfit and swords to captains, 99 in

NuUMber... . coeeeecnnnn remeeenanee . 4,930 56
Pay to the 'same, at $50 per year, for four

FOALS e e ee emae caa caee cmneaeeaanes 19, 604 65

— 38,361 12

. SIXTEENTH ARTICLE.
Removal and subsistence, per
statement of Second Auditor $313,927 07
On same account per addition-
al statement made in this
office for expenditures from

1838 t0 date.aecee comnnnnnn 401,556 17
_— $1,215,483 24
Amount paid for cattle......coaevenana.. 14,2833 28
— 1,229,766 52
. SEVENTEENTH ARTICLE.
Annuity of $20,000 for twenty years.........cceaeeennn. 400,000 00

NINETEENTH ARTICLE.

Fifty cents per acre for reservations relin-

quished.  coveemeeacamuniiaaesiaans .. $24,840 00
Amount to orphans for reservations...... 120, 826 76
_— 145, 666 76
. TWENTIETH ARTICLE,
Edueation of forty youths for 20 years....  $217,216 73
Council-house, house for each chief, and
chureh for each district ... c....... S 9,416 75
$2,500 annually for support of three teach-
ers for twenty years........ eemananaan 50,000 00

Three blacksmiths, sixteen years......... 38,938 86
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B.—Payments made for and on account of removal, §c., of Choctaw Indians—Continued,

Date.

To whom paid. For what paid. Amount,
184€.
Jan, 4| Joseph Bryan.......ceev.on..... Account of Alexander Anderson and others $8, 086 48
for 147, 578 rations issued to Choctaws.
Feb. 22 | Philip Woodson . ..veeueeounn.. Advermsmg proposals for subsistence to 9 00
Choctaws.
Mar. 3| Gales & Seaton . ............... 42 00
7 | J.Bayer-...... 27 00
9 [ John C. Merrill . 24 00
17| 8. R. Adams ...... .. 13 50
17 | William E. Woodruff. 14 00
17 { James G. Shephard 34 00
21 | Sanford & Wilson.... 25 50
, 22 | Dayvis, Corcoran & Co . 31 50
Apr. 3| Price & Hall . 16 00
May 1 Rigfléie & Heiss for L. Pickering 28 00
: 0.
Apr, i4 | Ritchie & Heiss 38 50
15 | Joseph Bryan... Aceount; of A. Anderson and others for 49,515 2,718 15
rations issued to Choctaws.
May 10 |...... [ (T S Account of A. Anderson and others for 19,019 1,092 13
rations igsued to Choctaws.
12 } Charles Fisher..ococo.occeeicnnn. Balance in part of his account for subsistence 200 00
of Choctaws.
20 | Samuel M. Rutherfmd acting | Pay of commissaries and for emigration pur- 5,564
superintendent, & poses o Choctaw claimants.
July 25 | Charles Fisher... ......c....... Part of his account for subsistence of Choc- 103 40
taw claimants.
Aug. 4 Joseph Bryan...oocooceeeouaaan Acccount of A. Aunderson and others, sub- 798 9¢
gistence of 180 emigrant Choctaws.
2 U Y Account of A. Anderson and others for 10,947 599 84
rations issued to Choctaws.
Sept. 16 | Lanphier & Walker............. Advertising proposals for subsistence to 8 00
Chootaws
Oct. 11 | Chapman & Spann «.eeneneeenoofieena @0 oo 22 13
Nov. 10 | Thomas C. Stuart, assistant su- | On acoounb of expenses of removal, &c ....... 3,500 00
perintendent Choctaw emigra- '
tion. .
Nov. 13 | Samuel M. Rutherford, acting |...... 1 5,000 00
superintendent, &c.
Dec. 11 | Gerard, Day & COnmamenrarannnns Advertising proposals for subsistence to 20 25
Choctaws.
1849, . .
July 6 | ThomasC. Stewart, assistant su- | On account of expenses of removal, &c ....... 1,000 0O
perintendent, &c.
14 | Campell, Martin & Co ...c.o.... Advertising proposals for Choetaw subsistence 8 75
18 | Corcoran & Riggs....ceeuu.aenn. Robert B. Kirkland's account for removing 2,991 52
112 Choctaws.
Aug. 8| John Drennen, acting superin- | On account of removal, &c., of Choctaws ..... 6, 000 00
tendeut Choctaw agency.
14 | Thomas C. Stuart, assistant su- | On accountof expenses of removal of Choctaws 1,000 00
perintendent, &.
23 | John Drennen, acting superin- {...... 4 Y 3,194 04
tendent Choctaw agency.
18 | Henry L. Scott, assistant super- |...... L 2,000 00
intendent, &ec.
Dec. 27 |oaenn. PSRN FUUR 5L R 4,900 00
1850.
Mar. 26 | John Drennen, acting superin- |...... A0t i e e 6,000 00
tendent, &c.
June 13 | Henry L. Scott assistant snper- |...... 5 0 4,025 00
intendent, &c.
Aug, 6| ElyS. Mitchell.co.uooooooannn. Rations to Choctaws under his contract ...... 6,817 06
26 | Joseph Bryan....._..... LR Account of L. C. Quinn for 27,440 rations to 1,152 48
Choctaws.
Sept. 30 | John Drennan, acting superin- | On acconnt of Choctaw emigration ........... 1,000 00
tendent, &c.
Oct. 9 do . 7,000 00
29 On account of Choctaw emigration, 214 82
superintendent, &ec. due him on settlement.
1851.
July 26 | Joseph Bryan......cocieecaann.. Part of W, B. Hart's account for subsistence 3,637 00
of horses, &c., belonging to emigrant Choc-
taws.
26 | Corcoran & Riggs «....cooiimenns Balance of W. B. Hart’s account for subsist- 4,500 00
ence of horses, &c., belonging to emigrant
Choctaws.
28 | & ohu Drennen, superintendent, | On account of removal of Choctaws west..... 5,000 0¢
Aug. 23 George W.Clark.ouoeieneneni]ooaes, R 450 55
Sept. 11 | J. H. Bowman, special agent, &e | On account of paying out Choctaw scrip-..... 1,000 00
19 | Henry L. Scott ~assistant super- | On account of expenses of removal of Choctaws 5,000 00

intendent, &ec.













30 THE CHOCTAW NATION OF INDIANS.

E.—Staiement of payments made to meet contingent expenses of the commissioners appointed
to adjust claims to reservations under 14th article of treaty with Choctaws of September 27,

1830.
Date. On what account. Amount.
1838. i
Jan. 9 | R. M. Gaines, district attorney ............. S £500 00 \
19 | P. D. Vroom, commissioner.... 1,565 75
22 | James Murray, commissioner .... 1,416 67
Jonathan Pinckney, commissioner 408 33
Feb. 7 | P.D. Vroom, commissioner...... 750 00
J. D. Pinckney, commissioner . 91 67
...... [ Py 283 33
R. M. Gaines, district attorney 500 00
James Murray, commissioner . 333 33
...... 0.t 416 67
Apr. 4 | Hon. E. Curtis, per order John Ellis 700 00
May 4 | R. M. Gaines, district attorney ..... -- 605 54
June 8 | P.D. Vroom, commissioner.... . 750 00
12 | J. Pinckney, commissioner.. 625 00
29 | P. R. R. Pray, commissioner . 1,500 00
20 ... O e 250 00
July 7 | James, Murray, commissioner . 750 00
13 | P.D. Vroom & Murray 500 0
Aug. 4 | James Murray ....... 250 00
6| P.D, Vroom.. 184 25
8 feano. do ..... 1,815 75
9 | . PIDCKDGY . «e oo oemine i meaanneaans 219 28
10 | George Thomas, per order Vroom & Mnrray - 750 00
24 | R. M. Gaines, district attorney ........... - 750 00
‘Sept. 26 | W, Goodman, per order Roger Barton -1 1,500 00
Nov. 16 | R M. GaINeS .o i iiaiaiaaae e e ciaacanaimaaaannan RPN 250 00
1839. :
Feb, 12 | James MULTAY «cceveneccramacnnermnnenennn e e e mmaaaceaeaaerameacaceacceasaannnn 730 00
1840,
July 13 | R. M. Gaines .cccuenvoninrenccnnnn. S 644 46
1843.
.Jan. 12 | Ralph Graves, Commissioner. ... . e e eeaieanerormacrmacaneaemaman v mmamnenaen 319 29
John F, H. Clajborne, commissioner . 319 29
Feb. 13 L1 PN . 215 27
13 | Ralph Graves, commissioner 215 27
Mar. 14 | John F. H. Claiborne, commi 100 00
May 4 | P.Bailey, secretary, &€ .......ccucuu.n 4928 00
6 | John F. H. Claiborne, commissioner .. 309 73

19 | Ralph Graves, commissioner ...... 625 00

22 | J. F. H. Claiborne, commissioner 205 47
.June 1 | William Tyler, commissioner .... 625 00
Aug. 5! Cashier Farmers’ Bank of Virginia, P. Bailey, secretary, &c¢ 375 €0

31 | William Tyler, COMMISSIONET « o uen v mmsnsmsrenenemeens | #2500

:Sept. 19 | J. F. H, Claiborne, commissioner 833.33

25 | Ralph Graves, commissioner .. 833 33
«Qct. 23 [...... L R 363 00
Dec:‘ 5 | William Tyler, commissioner ......ceeceueeeeniaoa.. pereeeieaeanas 625 00

1844,

Feb. 2 | Cashier Farmers' Bank of Virginia, P, Bailey, secretary, &o. aenensoamenns - 590 00
Mar. 4 | William Tyler, commissioner ........c.cecooiemiieiannaan 212 91
Apr. 17 |...... do el il i 212 91

18 | Samuel Rush, commissioner. . . 208 33
May 16 | William Tyler, commissioner . 625 00

18 | Samuel Rush, commissioner. .. 208 33

.June 3 | Commissioners W. Tyler, G. 8. Gaines, and Samunel Rush. .
July 1| William Tyler, commissioner, &€ .cocvcvce covneariannnn. . 416 66

20 | Corcoran & Riggs, per order R. H. Browne, secretary, &c 230 00

22 | George S. Gaines, commissioner, &o .. 520 55

Aug. 21 | Ralph Graves, commissioner, &c ..... 1,185 78

924 | George 8. Gaines, commissioner, &c .- 208 34

26 | J.F. H. Claiborne, commissioner, &¢ ..........c........ 46 39

F. L. Claiborne, balance of salary of J. F. H. Claiborne . 900 88

Sept. 21 | George ¥. Browne, R. H. Browne’s salary as secretary. . . 250 00

Oct. 2 | William Tyler, commissioner, &¢ ..c...oceeerecuennn... . 595 00

22 lienn.. L 1o N 20 85

29 | George 8. Gaines, commissjoner, &c.........._. 416 66

Nov. 14 | G. F. Browns, R. H. Browne's salary as secretary......... 125 00

‘8ept. 3 | Corcoran & Riggs, salary of Samuez Rusb, commissioner . 625 00

Nov. 25 |...... R hemremmreesnenancaasaas - 416 33

Dec. 18 | William Tyler, COMMISSIONET . oo cn e ieeaacve e ieaneneenncnnansscancsanacnann 520 83
1845,

Jan, 6 | Richard H. Browne, secretary, &€ «.ceceucarncaunninnann deeacveesusemr e naannann 125 00

9 | Samuel Rush, commissioner, &e¢............... 416 66

20 | Henry L. Martin (R. H. Browne, secretary), salary.... 98,63

22 | J. Mankins (George H. Gaines, commissioner), salary. 208 33

_Feb. 19 | William Tyler, commissioner, &¢ .. 915

...... AO vereceiaare i 407 51

21 | Samuel Rush, commissioner, &0 .. .uooe . uooeearmctr e cre e aaaaae s 416 9u
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faithful services, and general good condncs of the Choctaw people, and being desirous
that-their rights and claims against the United States shall receive a just, fair, and
liberal consideration, it is therefore stipulated that the following questions be sub-
mitted for adjudication to the Senate of the United States:

First. Whether the Choctaws are entitled to, or shall be allowed, the proceeds of
the sale of the lands ceded by them to the United States by the treaty of September
27, 1830, deducting therefrom the costs of their survey and sale, and all just and proper
expenditures and payments under the provisions of said treaty; and,if so, what price
Der acre shall be allowed 1o the Choctaws for the lands remaiuning unsold, in order
that a final settlement with them may be promptly effected ; or,

Second. Whether the Choctaws shali be allowed a gross sum in further and foll sat-
isfaction ot all their.claims, national and individual, against the United States; and,
if 80, how much?

ArtIcLE XIL In case the Senate shall award to the Choctaws the net proceeds of
the lands ceded as aforesaid, the same shall be received by them 1 full satisfaction of
all their claims against the United States, whether national or individual, arising
under any former treaty ; and the Choctaws shall thereupon become liable and bound
to pay all such iudividual claims as may be adjudged by the proper authorities of the
tribe to be equitable and just; the settiement and payment to be made with the ad-
vice and under the direction of the United States agent for the tribe; and so much of
the fund awarded by the Senate to the Choctaws as the proper authorities thereof
shall ascertain and determine to be vecessary for the paymeunt of the just liabilities of
the tribe shall, on their requisition, be paid over to them by the United States. But
should the Senste allow a gross sum in further and full satisfaction of all their claims,
whether national or individnal, against the United States, the same shall be accepted
by the Choctaws, and they shall thereupon become liable for, and bound to pay, all
the individual claims. as aforesaid, it being e¢xpressly. understood that the adjudica-
tion and decision of the Senate shall be final.

These were the questions submitted to the Senate of the United
States, as nmpire under said treaty, and on the 9th of Mareh, A. D.
1859, the Senate made their award thereon, as set forth in the report of
Mr. Secretary Thompson, under date of May 8, 1360, a copy of which is
embodied in this report and made part thereof, embraecing the award of
the Senate and the full statement of the account with the Choetaw Na-
tion, showing balaunce due Choctaw Nation of Indians under said treaty
and award in words and figures following :

[House Ex. Doc. No. 82. 36th Congress, 1st Session.]
AMOUNT DUE THE CHOCTAWS.

Letter from the Secrelary of the Interior, transmitting a statement showing what amount is
due the Choctaw Indians.

MAY 10, 1860.—Laid upon the table and ordered to be printed.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, May 8, 1860.

8Ik: In compliance with tbe resolution of the Senate, adopted March 9, 1859, T have
caused an aceount to be stated, showing what amount is due the Choctaws, according
to the principles of sertlement prescribed in said resolution, and have now the honor
to repors the same to the House of Representatives,
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. THOMPSON,
Secretary.
Hon. WM. PENNINGTON,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
. Office of Indian Affairs, March 22, 1860. -

Sir: The following-recited preamble and resolutions adopted by the Senate of the
United States on the 9th of March, 1859 :

“ Whereas the eleventh article of the treaty of June 22, 1855, with the Choctaw and
Chickasaw Indians, provides that the following questions be submitted for decision to
the Senate of the United States, ¢ first, whether the Choctaws are entitled to or shall
be allowed the proceeds of the sale of the lands ceded by them to the United States
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15,000,000 acres. Subsequently the Chickasaws, with the consent of the United States,
purchased a portion of this tract at $530,000, which snm the United States paid out of
the trust-fund belonging to the Chickasaws, Under the treaty of 1835 the Choctaws
relinquished all their right to that portion of said tract west of the one hundredth
meridian and leased that portion between the ninety-eighth and one hundredth degree
of west longitude, for which the United States paid the sum of $600,000. If these siuns
are to be regarded as “ payments under the treaty " of 1830, the amount due the Choc-
taws will be $1,851,247.30.

Your minority committee would further report, that the receipt which
was executed by certain Choctaws on receipt of their seript, was
executed long before the award made by the Senate, and was well-
known to and understood by said umpire as constituting no bar to said
award, nor has the said receipt been considered either by the majority
or minority of the committee as constituting any bar to the ascertain-
ment of the actual amount due the Choctaw Nation of Indians under
said treaty and the award made by the Senate of the United States as
the nmpire to decide this question.

Nineteen years since the Senate of the United States made their
award, and it still remains unewecuted. A weaker nation dealing with
a stronger agrees to submit to the final arbitrament of the highest
court, of judicature known under our Constitution, and with a full
knowledge of all the facts; and with every paper and aceount submitted
to them they have given their decision, and now the weaker party to
the treaty, and award solemnly made under it, simply ask that the
courts of the United States, the government’s own courts, shall ascertain
what, “if any thing,” is due to the Choctaw Nation of Indians under
said treaty and award. Is this asking more than they are entitled to ?
Can the Governmgnt of the United States honorably grant them less?
Your minority committee, therefore, recommend the adoption of the
accompanying bill, with the amendment attached thereto, as a sub-
stitute for the bill recommended by the majority of the committee.

CHAS. E. HOOKER.

J. W, THROCKMORTON.
T. M. GUNTER.

N. H. VAN VORHES.
MARTIN I. TOWNSEND.

H. R. 980.

A BILL for the ascertainment of amount due the Choctaw Nation of Indians.

Be it enacted by. the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America
in Congress assembled, That the Choctaw Nation of Indians be, and hereby is, author-
ized to commence an action in the United States Court of Claims to recover whatever
is due, if anything, to said nation, from the United States, under the eleventh and
twelfth articles of the treaty between the United States and the Choctaw and Chicka-
saw Indians, of the twenty-second day of June, anno Domint eighteen hundred and
fifty-five; and said court is hereby clothed with jurisdiction to hear and determine
said action, and shall render judgment for the amount which may be found due, if
anything, with interest thereon at the rate of five ber centum per.annum from the
ninth day of March, eighteen hundred and fifty-nine; and said court shall be author- -
ized, in the determination of such action, to go behind the treaty of eighteen hundred
and fifty-five, and inquire into the merits of the Choctaw claitn, so far as the same
may be affected by fraud in the making of any treaty with said tribe or ratifying the
same, or in any negotiation or official correspondence relating to the same, or by any
act of Congress or reports of departments touching Indian affairs, or any previons set-
tlements with or receipts executed by the duly constituted authorities of said tribe ;
and either party may prosecute an appeal to the Supreme Court of the United States
from such judgment, if such appeal be prayed within thirty days from the rendition
thereof; and, in the hearing and determination of said suit the said conrts, or either
of them, shall give said action precedence over other cases.







