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thirty-first Congresses, with the accompanying papers, aud make thew a
part of this report.

To enable, however, some subsequent wm(nl\s herein made, to he (ully
understood, the commitiee will state hriefly some ol the main features of
the claim.

On the 26th of January, I8LL John H. Piatt made a contract with the
Secretary of War to supply the 1101111\\(\1(11] army with such rations as
should be required from the first day of June, 1814, to the S1st day of
May, 1815, hoth days inclusive. T he full and I«uthflll performance on the
part of Pldtt of all the stipulations of this contract, hinding upon bin, are
never deuw(l or questioned, except in the report m.udc to the Senato n
1840, by Mr. Hubbard, and even he says that < Platt complied with the
terms of his ('ontru(‘t, so far as furnishing supplies to the satisfaction of the
government ;”’ and the Second Comptroller of the lm,mn\, m a report
made to the Scnate February 15, IS21, says that, ¢ 1101\\1111%{111(]111{{ the
depreciation of the currency and  the (wdit of the government, the con-
tractor, by means of his own funds and that of Lis friends, continued his
supplies to the termination of his contract, without « single failure, to the
satisfaction of the government and the commanding ofticers of the north-
western army ;7 dn(l nothing more, in any way (lﬁ((“ 1 his night to full
payment, was required of Bim s and this was done, it must he horne in
mind, while former and other contractors, at higher rates, when payments
were made In specie, and govermment made liberal advances, failed, and
the government sustained lll"‘(n'y losses. Lt ay with truth be said, that
Piatt, during the period embraced by hisaccounts, was the xuxtnmmo pow-
er, which never failed, of the northwestern army, as a failure in the supp]y
of food would have heen more disastrous thau a defeat in battle. Military
skill and pmsondl courage could overcome everything but hunger. To this,
without Piatt’s p“lhmilsm, energy and integrity, 1t must have %mxcndelcd
for the resources of the government were entirely exhausted. Tt is to in-
dividual enterprise, energy and courage, that govermmnentsare often indebted
for thelr successes, but tlw means of averting a disaster or securing a tri-
umph are often huried with the occasion and forgotten witl the 1(]01('1n0
Past scrvices, it seems, must ever be sacrificed to the present prosperity of
the government and thc future ambitious expectations of those who admin-
ister it Thus Piatt was negleeted and unpnwncd by the very government
he had sustamned, and dicd at the doors of it treasur Y, (lcumn(lllw the rights
which are yet withheld.  Piatt's accounts were rendered as uquu((l l»y the
contract, and within the time specified. The contract commenced June 1,
1814, and the accounts were rendered August 6, IST1; November -, 1811 ;
February 27, 18155 but the accounts were not examined by the ()fllc(l of
the government, as required by the contract, which }Jl()\hlt(l “that no
unnecessary or unrcasonable delrl\, on the j)dli of the officers of the gov-
ernment, should be given to the examination and settlement of the accounts ;7
and this principle Should have been applied to the settlement of the ae-
counts under the assurances as well as under the contract.  The accounts,
although promptly rendered, were not examined and settled i a reasonable
time, for in December, 1814, when Piatt came to Washington, Ringgold, in
his singular statement, says he was divected by Mr. Monroe to assure M.
Piatt that he < would have an immediate inve mwmon of the state of his
accounts,”” which, 1t appears, had been therctofore neglected.

The 10th stipulation of the contract clearly contemplates the advance
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of this contract, tuuether swith an i"l'ivn;si of six per cent. per annuime from
the tine of such expivation unti] the same shall be actually repaid.”  And
it further 1)1"1\'Mt\‘ that, i any bulance shall be found due the sand Pratt, 1t
shall nupediately be vaid by the United States.

That, aiter the 111..]\m' of the said conbract, upd while the said John 1.
Piatt was exerting limseld to fulfi] the sae, it is to say, about the 10th
of Septenber, ’*H shortly after the capture of W (x\hmwmn city and the
burning of the « d}‘l(()] and’ public ofiices, the severa IImn.{s in the United
States, xouth and west of Boston, ceased to pay specie, and  their paper,
which thus became greatly less in value than gold and silver, was the sole
currency of the 1(mntr3 ;o that 1t was Issued freely, amd was not In effect
sulu(-(l to uahmptmn, and thus becoining abundant, i greatly enhanced
the price of provisions and the cost of 11.111.\p()1mt1011.

That after this date, the government niade no advances in gold or silver,
or funds of equal value, to (e said Jolm 1L Pi alt, or any puymum‘ to him
for his sapplics therein: but the said Piatt, within the year 1814, drew
drafts on the treasury to o lirge amount, which he proe wred 1o be 4]1%(’mmt\ d
at divers banks, and reccived therefor this (!Hlnumtul curreney in order to
raise funds to app ly to his said contract; that these drafts, to {he amount of
140,000, were, in the month of Decanber, 18T under protest for non-
payment, owing to the mability of the treasury, though the said Pradt was
at that time in advance more than S200,000.

The protest of these dralts greatly jured the eredit of My Piatt; and
that, together with the scarcity and high price of’ provisions and the alinost
llnpdssdhlv condition of the roads, caused mneh anxice sty and alann tor the
condition of the northwestern army. O the 26th (ny of December, 1814,
General McArthur made a 1‘iq1xi\‘]ﬁ0.‘x on Mr. Piatt ior =00,000 rations, to
be delivered chiefly on the frontier by February 1, 18151 and, n a commnu-
nication to the governor of O}ll(‘, and through hlm to 1he ](“Olb]dtlllt' of that
State, he expr esaul his helief that it would he out of the power of the con-
tractor to furnish the necessay supphes; and lhm, unless otherwise relieved,
the army would be compelled to dishand and feave the frontier exposed to
the depredations of the «nemy. The evidenee taken before a committee of
the Ohio legislature shows that the actual cost of the rations could not be
less than from 45 (o 50 cents per ration, the transportation of flour per bar-
re] costing from o . These facts were promptly commu-
nicated by General MceArthwr to the Secretary of War,

Under these cirenmstances the said Piatt came to Washington in the month
of December, 18145 he pressed for an adjustment of his aceounts, which
was promised him; and wdvances not Bavin 1o been made hime accordivg to
the terms of the contract ind the usages of the department, nor payment in
money for his actual halauces, he consulted counsel learned in the Taow, who
advised him that be was absolved frow his contract. He therefore deter-
mined fo abandon 11, end made keown te Mro Monroe, then Secretary of
War, his purpose to do w‘:.

My. Monroe dud not
contract for the canse assigned, hut addressed himse!f to his patriotisn; ve-
presented the consequences to the country as most disastrous, 1 these sup-
plics should fail, and agresd 1o inde .,mlh himy from loss i he would, go on
and furnish them.  Mr. Phitt delermined to do se, and the .\euel(uy of
War having furnished hin with suelimeans as were in lmpr)\'.'m in the then
embarrassed condition of the treasury, he went on without any cash ad-

b deny the pight of Mr. Pt to abandon the
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vances from the government, amid the derangement of the carreney, partly
with such depreciated hank notesas e could procure with treosiny warrants,
which there were no funds (o nwct, ancd partly by means of his own eredit
and that of his fricnds, and purelased the necessaey supylies, for which he
was compelled to pay exiravagantly high prices, l)l()tlnt‘(l at still higher
rates, the requisite heavy amount of {ral 1\pmm1lon, aud thus furnished sap
plies for the whole nor thwestern iy wherever they were marched or w ln -
ever stationed.  This was done at an immense sacrifice heyond the contract
price of the retions; and My. Pratt, when he rendered Lis final account to
the department, clabned, under the assurances of the Secretary off War, to
be reimbursed the actual cost of the supplies furnished, and a reasonable al-
lowanee for his own serviees and that of 1ns agents.

That the Thivd Auditor, in adjusting his aceount, made the contract ot
January 26, 1814, the basis of Lis estimate; a farge mount of the account
not being duly (Htlh(‘(l and proved, was re |r‘(tc(l, and the &t 110111(11? SO
made lnouom Me. Piattin debt to the United States %18,330 77, for which
sult was 11mnu<]1ul¢ Jy broughit against him. Under these cire u.n\lan(cs he
petitioned fongress for ve Bief, and an act was passed on the Sih of Jay,v
1820, which 11110(‘&4(1 the acconnting officers of” the tre: asury to settle his
accounts “* on just and equitable prineipies, arving all doee weieht to the
settlements and allowances already made, and to the asserances and deci-
sions of the War Department 7 hut with a proviso that the allowances
made under these assurances .\h'm]d not exceed the amount then claimed by
the United States, for which suits had been hrought.

Jnder the prm‘iQion% of this act, Mr. Platt’s accounts were re-examined
hy the proper accounting officers of the treasnry, and he was found entitled
under his contract, wnhont regard to the assurances eiven him by the War
Departmment, to an additional allowance of %76,475 =3, most of which had
been suspended in the first statement of the "Fhird Auditor, by reason of
some formal defeets in his evidenee, This sum was reduced by 12,855 37,
the amount of an crror in the ":rmcr statement, and the balance of =6:3,-
620 43 was, long after Mr. Piatt’s geath, under the act of May 21, ,ISLH,
paid over 10 some ereditors as his assignees. s account was also resta-
ted, under the act of Mav 8, 1520, < giving all due weighd to the assuran-
ces an.l decisions of the Wor m’/).«///m(’)zl 27 and o this restatement there

was found due Nv. Piatt, vuder ose ussurances, the further sum of 5179,-
739 67 ot this there was applied to the claim against hinm, for which suif
was pending, =18,250 77, leaving a balance of =131,505 90 found to be
due to him by the accounting oficors of the treasury. "This sumi has never
yet been paid, and is now due to the petitioners, as the representatives of
the said Johu H. Piatt, deceased.

This claim has l)tvn four times reported upon by committees ol Clon-
glt‘* 1 first in 1523, and again in 121 by aseleet commitiec of the House
of Representatives, who, .:fl cran elaborade ivestigation—the matter being
then recent—iully sustain the justice of the claim: next by @ committee of
the Senate, in [R54, who came to the sime conclusion s and Tastly, by a
committee of the Senate, in 1540, who reported against the clain. Phis
last report was ulmmlsly founded on an erroneous construction of the con-
tract of January 26, ISTL and an omission of an important part of the evi-
dence now before your commitive.

Your commiltee are well satisfied of the justice of the elaim, and that it
has been too long withheld ; they accordingly report o Lill for its payment,
and recommend its passage.
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1815, his purpose 1o do so ax an act of justice to himself and to his fiiends,
who were his creditors or lis surcties, and that Le was moved fromn that
purpose by the promise of Mr. Monroe that it he would ¢ go on he should
not be the loser.””  And, with a single exception, it is the Clear opinion of
all who knew the trausaction, and Tnade known their knowle dge to Mr.
Monroe in 1316, 1817 and 1520, that Mr. Piatt was entitled to fnde mnity
from loss on the rations fumished after January 1, 18155 this exception is
Mr. Tench Ringgold.

He remembers suL\tnutmll) the assurance of Mr. Monioe, but gives it a
construction elearly different from what is proved to have been the under-
standing of Mr. Piatt at the time @ aud alike different from the construction
which a court of law or equity must have put upon it, the circumstances
under which it took place being known.

He stated to Mr. Monroe that in January, 1515, after Mr. Piatt had
taken his leave, satisficd with the payments which had heen made him and
the advances he had received of the Government, to the swrprise ot Mr,
Ring’goltl he again called at the War Office, and declared he could not geg
along without a further advance of 520,000, That Mr. Ringgold so in-
founed the Secrctary ol \\ ar, and, b\ lus direetion, obtained that amount in
the Bank of the Mctropohis, and it was paid \wtlmut delay to Mr. Piatt;
and he adds, <A few days after this paywment, | at(nlentally dlscoweled
that Mr. Piatt had made ase of this money in purchasing Metmpohs Bank
stoclt for his own use, instead of supplies /07 the northwestern army.

It was, fortunately, casy to test the correctness of this statenent.  The
account stated by the Third Auditor shows that Mr. Piatt ool no such sum
as $20,000 in the winter of 181415 this part of the statement is there-
fore incorrect.  The stock-book of lhe Bank of the Metropolis shows that
Mzr. Piatt was the owner of a simall amount of stock in that banlk, for which
he subscribed about Junuary, I=14: and that there fell due thereon m Jan-
uary, 18175, $272, which, it is 1)1(\1[111(‘(1 Lie paid 5 and this paltry sum was
all.” He made no purchase ol stock in January, 1815 ; and what he had
when his troubles thickened upon hit, he sold to raise funds to pay the
debts which ke had contracted m the service of Lis country.

Mr. Ringgold further states, that be is informed that Mr. Platt was ab()ut
this time a large subscriber {o the loan of the United States, and that <3
is very certain he made a lurge fortune by his contract.”  Your petitioners
have caused due search to be made in the proper department, and cannot
find that Mr. Piatt was, “aboul this time,” or at any other time, a sub-
scriber, large or small, to the United States loan 5 and they believe that he
never was and so fir was Mr. Platt from making a < large fortune by his
contract,’ Vit is in proof’ that his contract redueed him to 1n\<>lwnu, He
was, at the time Mr. Ringgold wrote this paper, in custody of the marshal
for an unputul debt to the GO\ ernment, and at Tast died in prison, crushed
i spirit and insolvent in property.  And the claim which Mr. Ringgold
attacks, by his most extrodinary statements, is prefepred Ty Mr, Pratt for
1elmbmsement werely of ac tual ex penditures over cud above the contract
price, of which he had undoubted proof.

Mr. Ringgold scems to have been high in the coufidence of Mr. Mouroe,
and this mass of crrors, volunteered hy him as a statement, probably did
much to defeat this dalm. There were, doubtless, at the (losv of the war,
many fictitious claims presented 5 tine could not be devoted by the Presi-
dent or the heads of departinents to the eritical examination of each ; and
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general nnputations, sueh as fhese thrown ent by Mr. Ringeold, however.
unfounded, were cnoneh to cast @ clond over his efaim, and )](‘lllll et from
a fair, wueh less a /}/ru)wh/w hearing.

Your petitioners would also 1(‘4: toa repert of the Committee of Clains
of the Senate, ut the session of 1S53-72 1 voll 6, Nenate docnments,
(I55)) which fdly sustaing the elainis of the representatives of My, Piatt to
the halance found due Bim in his occount, ex stated by the Second Comp-
trotler of the "Treasury i 1922, Hn - would, liowever, observe that the
then Second Comptroller, Meo 0B Tornton, i his Jetter to the honorable
John Tipton, chatrman ol the ¢ mnml“u- of Cluims, (p. Llof the document,)
madvertently deduets, from the balanee due to the vepresentatives of Mr.
Piatt, the sum of 52,630 73, which had been deducted o 1522 lnhne-
striking the balance of S131,50% 90,

Your petitiopers (urther state, that the sime claim was agoin prese nls(l
to the Senate of the United Stutes af the session of 1839 10, (vol. 3,
Scnate documents, 87.) at which session the Committee of Claims reported
against 1. And hefore observing upon thiat op ort, it 1\' proper to say that
the sum of H131.50% 90 18 all that wes ol e m I‘ 200 it s all that was
clatuned in IN5 1, ‘\m] ail that was wuain clanned 1 1840, when the last
report was made, This clofin was not, ag s assamed in that report, for
any speculation which Mo Piatt wicht have made, had he taken advan-
tave of the forfeiture of the contract, and sold, at the hest price he could
get, the provisions en haond, but mere compensation for the actual cost to
him ot the supplies furnished after the st of Junuary, 1815, under the
assurances from the departiment that he should be indemnified from loss.

As to the hulance of My, Piatt’s acconnt. which was in the last restate-
ment suspended principatly for the want of sufticient evidence, they do not
ask its allowance, though a part of it is, in the opimion of your petitioners,
lost under circumstances of peculiar h(um]np. Owing to {he extent of his
cngageinents on the frontier, the embarrassment of the times, and the con-
fuston arising from the disbanding of the army, and the retwrn of soldiers
an'l volunteers, Mr. Platt failed in these instances to get the re quisite cer-
tificates and proof to sustain his accounts.  When he came to Washington,
in 1816, and procurcd a statement of his account by the Thirl Auditor,
this portion, with wueh more of lis account, was vejected. He was arrest-
cd and nnpuxoncd by the government, and at last died in prison, where he
vas charged in (mt()(l\ by ereditors to whom he had contracted delits to

“cnable hun to carry out his contract with the department @ so that he had
no means whatever, not even personal fibeity, to tollow out hiz claim into
its details, and produce proot of cach of its numerous rejected items. Since
his death hix representatives have not knewa where to look for the proof,
and this elaim, thercfore, is not substantiated. Your petitioners are not
disposed to ask nnythilw but what they are cdvised s thete clear right,
sustained by cevidence,  "They therefore do not present this $34744 8% as
a claim, hut expressly waive and abandon it, as it now can never he sub-
stantrated.  The ck im which they do present is for 131,508 90, the un-
patd halance of 177,105 O, found due te Mr. Piatt hy hw S('(oml Comp-
troller of the Treasury, being the actual cost over and above the contract
price of rations furnished hy Lt after the st of January, 1519, under the
assurances of the Seeretary of War.

In the report of Jdnuaj_\ 1L, 1840, ths elaim s rejected, and the fellow-
ing grounds are taken by the chairan of the committee, in his report upon
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On this Mr. Piatt had rceeived—

August 2, 1814, treasury warrant to O. M. Spenceer . - - $50,000 00
June 2201814, bill to J. H. Davis, on War Department, paic - 25,000 00
July 28, 1814, bill to O. M. Spencer, on same, paid - - - 20,000 00
October 21, bill to O. M. Spencer, on same, paid - - - 40,000 00
And there had been turned over to him within the vear, provisions

to the amount ot - - - - - - - - - 38,188 28

—-— $173,188 28

Making the aggregate ot payments to Ist of January, 1815 -

Teaving due hil in arrear at that date - - - - - - - 314,183 87

This balance your petitioners suppose to he too large, as Mr. Piatt,
according 1o the testimony of the Hon. John McLean, stated his advances
in December, 1814, at about %200,000. The differcnce probably arises
out of charges for transportation, &c., on the account which he rendered
February 27, 1315, running from November 4, 1314, to that date, which
cannot now be separated and applied to the proper year.

Mpr. Piatt’s bills, drawn on the Secretary of War on account of these
advances, to the amount of $140,000, which it was admitted he had a
right to draw, and which scem to have been accepted by the Secretary of
War, (see deposition of T Glenn, on file December, 1514,) but not paid
for want of ability on the part of the govermment, were at this time under
protest for non-payment.  They are drawn and dated asfollows:

June 6, 1814, in tavor of O. M. Spencer - - - - - - - -~ %5,000
July 30, 1814, in favor ot Samucel W Davis - - - - - - = 25,000
Sceptember 2, 1814, in favor of 0. M. Speneer - - - - - . ~ 35,000
September 7, in favor of Samuel W. Davis - - - - - - - 55,000
Octeber 21, iu favor of Samucl W, Davis - - - - - - - - 40,000

Amountingto - - - - -~ - -« - 140,000

The treasury scems to have given warrants for part of them ; but those
warrants not being cashed, the bills remained dishonored. ‘

Your petitioners respectfully submit to your honorable body whether,
under all these circwnstances, the right of Mr. Piatt to abandon his con-
tract can now be successfully questioned. Tt never was questioned till
1540, but tacitly admitted by the Secretary of War himself. It was a
elear right in the opinion of the Hon. John Mclican, who was familiay
with all the facts and attendant cirewinstances ; and the same was expressly
found and strongly presented by the select committee of the House in 1824,
And your petitioners are advised by counsel, that his right so to abanden
was clear and undoubted on the evidence contamed in the above named
report, and the documents and letters referred to theremn, There is no
question that Mr. Piatt claimed he was released from his contract, and had
a legal right to abandon it as broken on the part of the government; and
that he had determined to do se hecause the change of times, the depre-
clation of the curreney, and the consequent high price of provisions and
transportation, rendered it a ruinous contract if persevered in. When,
with this opinion and  these views, he went to Mr. Monroe and declared
his purpose, and that purpose was changed by the assurances of Mr, Monroe
that if he would “ go on, he should not be the loser by i, your petitioners
cannot at all conceive that there is room for the doubt expressed by the
commuittec i 18480, as to the extent and purpose of these assurances. The
claiin thet Mr. Piatt had « right to receive them, as it is in proof that he
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did receive them, as assurances for full indemnity from loss, 1if he would
go on and render a service which he was not hound to render. The honorable
committee further sy, that Mr. Monroe did not, in 1520, remember these
assurances ;5 hut it is unimporfant whether this be or be not the case, for
they are proved beyond the possibility of a douht. In IS16, the Ton.
John NIcLedn, who was present and heard, did remember them's so did
Mr. Tench Ringgold, in 1817, remember them very well, though he saw
fit to put a wrong construction upon them s and cotemporary civcumstances
prove them, for what could have induced NMr. Platt to change his
purpose, lose the advantage ol the position in which he was then actually
placed, and encounter what was certoin vuin, if no such assurances had
been aiven ?

It is urged also against this t'luim, that Mr. Piatt, i settling his ac-
counts in ]‘41(), laid “before Mr. Crawford a memorial from himse A o the
Secretary of War, dated in May, 1515, in which he clauns allowanees, in
a4 sum cqun] to what they cost him, for all rations issued by him to 1he
Indians and the distressed inhahitants of NMichigun, as not coming within
his contract ; and that in this he did not at all rely on the assurances given
him by the Sectetary of War.  The honorable chiairman concludes that the
inference is alnost drresistible, i such assurances had existed they would
also have been rchied on.  Your petitioners heg leave o suggest that an
inspection of those claims (page six of accompanying transeript) will at
once destroy such m/(’)c’n(‘c Those rations were furnished i IS4 before
the assurances were given, and could, of course, be mn nowise affected by
them.

Mr. Piatt suffered very heavily i §S14 by the derangements o the cur-
rency, the failure of the gover nment to pay, and the fact thrat Le was com-
pelletl to borrow depree jated bank paper on eredit of his bills drawn on the
department, with which paper he had to purchase provisions and procure
transportation at much higher prices than for gold and silver, or its equi-
valent ; hut to this loss he was disposed to submit, and on the Ist of Jan-
uary, 1815, he claimed indermity fov the future only, on the ground that
in law and morals he was compelled to meur such loss no Jonger.

The honorable chaimnan, in the fourth page of his report, says that the
representatives of Mr. Piatt clann to he pard what the supplies would
have cost the government had he held on to all thet was i lns hands, and
retused to furmish them ; and adds, that this would be first to violate his
contract, and then to take advantage of his own \\'x'ong. 111 answer to
this your petitioners beg leave to say that no such clatn s or ever has
heen, within the }ulo\ﬂvduv of yeur l)mmonus presented )y Nr Piatt or
his representatives. From firsf to last they lm‘(' claimed compensation
only—indemnity only—the fulfilment of the pr omise of the sceretary, on
the faith of which Ar. Platt acted, and that alone; and they do not feel
that the ends of justice could have been promoted by placing the claim
upon any other than its true ground pu-p.n(.um to its rejection.

The le«m(u chatrman adds, that the utmost Me. Piatt could have a
right to claim under the assurance, would be what the supphe 5 actually
cost him over and dhove the contract price : << and we have seen,” he adds,
“no evidence but what he has been allowed all this difference.”  This
difference named by the honorable chairnan s all that vour petitioners
clain ; and they rest their claim respectfully, hut confident! y, upon the
evidence, which will, as they are ass ured by their counsel, show conclu-
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From this the Comptroller deducts what had been already allowed, in-
dependent of the assurances, and which will be found in No. -, as not
within the contract, namely :

1. Paid to Indians - - - . -

2. To distressed inhabitants - - - - 135,863.9
3. Deposited at Malden - - - - - ——
Which deducted, Teaves, as stated in No. 3 - - - 750,070.1
Which, at 45 cents per ration, makes - - - - §328531 Ht
From which he deducts contract price - - - - 148,791 87

— $179,739 67

Bat the Comptroller has, by mistake, hefore dedneting the $148,-

TO1 87, adided to this s, vize $H630 78, making it - 8151,422 60
And leaving to be carried out hut - - - - S177,108 ‘*l

This wistake eauses miadh of the confusion in the aceount; et it

stand corrected, as above, and the wnount Piatt was cntltlul

to under the assurance, was - - - - - 170780 67
Of this swn was settled, (see No. 1) - - - - ARIB0 7T

>1 508 ‘b(l

Leaving a balance due him, as shown in No. 3 - - -

. We have already seen that; in stating this account at the top of the
]nne wunder the Dr. side, the Comrptroller blmn.s out the same balance (No.
3) as follows:

1. He caries up the 730,070.1 rations, at 45 dents pev ration - - $328,531 51
2. Deduct contract price - - - - - - 8,791 8T
3. And amomnt eredited on account of assnranees

under the act of’ May 8, 1820 - - - - = 48,230 77

107,022 B4

sShowing the balance due Piatt - - - - - - $131,508 90

7. And the general footing of the account will, with one correction
named dbove, (\ 0.9,) }‘H)llll(“‘ exactly the same amount:

B:\l:mcc in favor of Piutt (fool of the page) - - - - $192,498 65
Add $2,650 73, crroncously deducted - - - - - 2,630 73

195,129 28
The $63,620 48 allowed on the re-statement of the account (No. 4) for claims
not under the assurinees, had wot tew boen paid; it was padd sinee, under
the act of 1824, aud must, therefore, he deducted - - - (3,620 48

And it leaves the balance as above stated - - - - 131,508 90

Now, if we be right as to the number of rations, and cost per ration,
thele can be no doubt as to the halance due.  As to the number of rations,

[ suppose the number settled for by the accounting officers of the treasury,
on evidence by them then deemed sufficient, may be taken as true, without
further 1 mquny Then, as to the cost:

Ou tlis point, the evidence is as tull as, under the circumstances, could
be reasonably expected. It never could ha\e been possible for Mr. Piatt
to have prov ‘e the actual ane paid by him for every hog, or every barrel
of flour, and wliskey, and vinegar, which le sent to the frontier. ~ Al he
could have ever done, and all that we can now do, i, to arrtve at its prox-
ity by proof of general prices and expense of transportation.
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The letter of Colonel Swearingen, o cotemparary paper, puts ithe mini-
mum cost per rationat 15 cents: and by Mr. Sergeant’s report, p. 837, (third
paragraph from the bottow,) 1t appears that there were 13 d t‘pmltmp\ mn

the Comptroller™s oflice to the seme effect. It still there, they are proot
enough; 11 lost or nl(\h(»\( d, 1t s not the \.U]I of Pratt’s v IVICM ntatives.
FWING.

Cuorvvicoriie, December 1L 181
GENTLEMEN oF THE SENATE axp House or Rerresevratives @ 1 send
vou copies of o confide ntial communication recetved from Brigadier General
MeArtlan, commanding the cighth military disteiet, from whiel 1 you will
pereeive the situation of the posts on the northwestern {rontier.  Should
the United States fail to supply these posts, and no other provision be made
o support them, they must inevitably full into the hands of the enemy he-
fore the opening of the next campaign,  Such a state of things would lay
the whole fronticr of Ohio open to the incursions of the enemy.  With this
view of the subject 1 cannot hesitate to recommend to the legisiature to
furnish, with the least possible delay, the means to supply these posts, be-
lieving they will in this way save hoth the blood and treasure of the State.
[ cannot hesitate in believing the general government will take the earliest
opportunity to refund the amount which may be advanced for the contemn-

plated object.
Very respeetfully,
T. WORTHINGTON.

Sir: You will please do me the favor to communicate confidentially the
enclosed to the honorable hody over which you preside.
Very 1 mpf\ctﬁx]h,
. WORTHINGTON,

The Srearer or ik Hovse or REps.

Cuirricotne, December 13, 1511,
Str: With serious concern for the safety of the northwestern frontier, I
have the honor to submit to your consideration, wnd that of the legislature
of Ohio, a statement in relation to the situation of affairs in this (h\fxl(t
The contractor failed in November to supply the troops at Detroit with
the flour part of the ration, and they are now subsisted upon the immediate
resources of the adjacent country. The advanced state of the season pre-
cludes the lﬂopu that any floui can he forwarded by Take tyar 1\pmtat10n
should it have been collected at Erie, of which there are no anthentic accounts,
A considerable supply 18 upmte(l l) the umtlu( tor to be 1 readiness to he
taken down the St. Mavy’s and ’\11(11.11 oi" the lake, as soon as practicable,
of which there can be no certainty until Aprl.
Three or four thousand h(vns(ne reporte (l by the contractor to be in reidi-
ness o proceed to Detroit, by the route of he Anglaise and Hull’s road.
Nubsequent information, as to the number eollected and the price allowed
{o sub-contrac.ors, induced a belief that nod more thun one thousand will
reach that place.  These facts have been communicated to the Gayernment,
with a request that funds might be transmitted to this plage 1g enable o

~
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special commissary to endeavor to supply the troops of the frontier. There
is reason to presume that a delay for an arrangement of this kind would be
fatal; more especially, as it is the intention of the government to increase
the military force on the northwestern frontier. 1 have, therefore, to request
of your excellency to solicit the legislature of Ohio to aid the United States
in effecting this unportant object, in such manner as they in their wisdom
may deem most expedient.

The loan of thirty thousand dollars would probably enable a person duly
authorized to forward to Detroit, by the way of Sandusky, five hundred
barrels of flour and fifteen hundred hogs.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
DUNCAN McARTHUR,
Brigadier U. S. .A., commanding.
His Excellency T. WorTniserox,
Governor of Ohio.

On thke 14th December, 1814, the foregoing communication was made by
Governor Worthington to hoth houses of the Ohio legislature, and refer-
red to a joint commitiee of three members from the senate and five ‘from
the house of representatives,

Information given by General Mesdrthwr before the committee.

General MeArthur wrote Government to have funds placed at his order
to supply troops, through a purchasing commissary.  Understood by Mr.
Thompson, on Saturday last, that Fowler was near Erie, and would forward
about 400 barrels of flour.  General MeArthan doubts whether the quantity
would be forwarded, as the Eagle was employed transporting wheat from
settlements in Upper Canada.  General McArthur saw the principal con-
tractor, Platt, on Saturday last: "was informed by him that contracts had
heen made to {urnish 4,000 hogs at Detroit; but the general has understood
sinee that a nmnber of the sub-contractors about Nenia had refused furnish-
ing under their contracts.  Mr. Piatt also informed General MeArthur that
a considerable quantity of flour had been procured and forwarded on the St.
Mary’s route, but did not caleulate that it would reach Lake Erie until
spring. The nuinber of rations issied at Detroit might be estinated at fifteen
hundred per day, without including mhabitants that may require assistance.,
There was a considerable quantity of wheat in that quarter, @nd the general
1s of opinion that enough might be procured with considerable exertion to
subsist the troops in that quarter two months,  General MceArthur has this
day sent an express to the frontier of Chuampaign and Miami counties, to
ascertam without loss of thme the nmumber ef hogs and cattle, with their
probable weight, and the quentity o flonr, that has been forwarded by
contractors ot their agents towards Detroit since the middle of November
last, cither by Hull’s voad, the St. Mary’s, or any other routc; also to as-
certain. what number of hogs and cattle, and what quantity of flour, will
probably be sent to the lines by the contiactor or his agents within a fow
weeks: also (o aveertain what the several parts of rations would cost,
when delivared ot Petroit, to he puenased at this time and forwarded un-
der the present state of transportation.  General MceArthur hes communi-
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|
cated to government the situation of the posts, to which he expeets an an-
swer inabout cight days, by which time Le also expecets a return of his
express sent fo thc fmntw s, The UCP(‘I(II reports about two ('om'mnws
divided at the several posts on the dificrent lines 1o Detroit.  The strf‘ngth
of these companies not known.  The general also expects four additional
companies will he moved forward to DL‘ll()‘
EDW. W. TUPPER,
Chatrman Committee, House of Representalives.

This day Thomas Thompsen, agent for contractors of the eighth military
district, personally came hefore me, John MeDougal :

The 27th November, left Erie, four days previous to any departure. The
Eagle sailed for Detmlt with hetween \e\tnt\ and one hundred harrels
flour. On the day previous to his leaving Erie, was 111101‘111(_'(1 by Mr.
George Recd that Jacob Fowler, sub- LO]]lld('(f)l,h(l(l arrived at Waterford,
fiftecn miles south of Erie, with xeveral hoats loaded with flour for Detroit.
On receiving this information, left Erie for the purpose of forwarding the
Champion, which was then at Grand river Lo take m a cargo of flour and
proceed to Detroit, her stowage about one hundred and fiftv-six barrels. On
the morning of the 29th she satled from the Grand river for the above purpo-
ses. The Eagle was instructed to return tmmediately from Detroit to Erie,
and take a second cargo of flour {o Detroit. It was safe nav loatmg the (11\0
when he left Erie.  An ordiinary voyagc is from six to ten days from Irie
to Detroit and back to Erie.  Jacoh I ‘owler is @ sub-contractor.  22d No-
vember, twenty-one hundred and nineteen hogs had procecded on to Detroit,
on the Finley route, from Urbana, furnished by Stlvers, and nine hundred
and seventy-cight on the St. Mary’s route, taken on by Redgers.  There
were at Lower Sandusky, on the 3d of December, twen ty-three thousand
rations of beef killing and salting, and  three thmrmn([ eight hundred and
fifty rations of flour at U pper and Lower Sandusky, and two wagons plying
between those posts.  Therve were three hundred and forty-six head of
heet cattle in the neighborhood of Urbana, stall feeding, to be driven to
Detroit whenever required. There are one hundred and seventy-two bar-
rels of salted pork at Grand river designed for Detroit. Was nformed hy
Piatt, the principal contractor, on ;\un(lm Jast, that there were five  thou-
sand barrels of flour contracted for, to be delivered at St Mary’s, and that
a considerable quantity had been delivered and deposited at St Mary’s,
where hoats were built and building to transpert it to the Jake as soon as
water served. Siace about the Ist of July. have paid out 1n cashe ahout
twenty thonsand dollars, and have not at any time sutfeved for want of
funds ; nor has the credit ot the contractors or the public interest, ot any
post or places where he has travelled, suffered for want of funds; nor
has @ want of funds re tarded the forwarding of supplics to Detroit nor
does he believe there is any danger of a fuilive to supply the troops sta-
tioned wt Detroit,

THOMAY THOMPSON.

Sworn and subseribed before me, this 1240 December, 1814,

JOIN McDOUGALL
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committee, it app(med {hat when he left Detroit, about the 27th day of
November, the daily issues were not far from 1, -)OU rations, and that tlic
contractors, by their agents, were then wpplymw the bread part of rations
hom the scttlements in Lpper Canada, by purchasing wheat and transport=
ing it by water to Detroit, where 1t was Tmanufactured into flour; and the
ooneml is of opinion that the troops in that quarter might be supphe(l two
months from that source. It also hasappeared to the “atisfaction of your
committee that Jacob Fowler, one of the sub-contractors, about two months
since proceeded to the neigh 1)011100(1 of Erie with funds, amounting to about
$:20,000, for the pmnosu uf purchusing and shipping flour from thence to
Detroit.  And there is but Little reason to doubt that, in the latter part of
November he ~was at Waterford, on Lake Erie, \\nh several keel-boats
loaded with flour, amounting to four hundred barrels, to be shipped for
Detroit.  This information is obtained from Thomas Thompson, contractor’s
agent, and corroborated by information obtained by General McArthur,
and communicated by him to the committee,

It appears to your comuittec, from a conmmunication made by Samuel
Newell, a member of the house of )(pltsonmtuvs. who has acted as agent
for the contractors, that deposites of flour ave made, and nuking, at Zanes’s
hlock-house, from three to four hundred barrels. Tt also appears that Piatt,
one of the principal sub-contractors, has heen making very extensive pur-
chases of flour, to be conveyed along the lett line, by the St. Mary’s route
and though it hasnot been sntisfn('to}ily proven what anount has heen de-
posited at St. Mary’s, yet there is good reason lo believe, from stdtcmcnts
wmade to General McArthur by Mr. Piatt, that a ((»11‘;1(1e1'unm quantity hLa
been moved forward on that route, and that boats are built and building to

transport it down the Miami of the lake, to the bay; and this belief is
supported by other information on that suh}ed

Your comnittee are not well convinced, from any information that they
have received, that more than one thouswnd hogs have becn mnoved forward
on Hull’s rozu! ; and though they have reason to believe, from several cir-
cumstances, that hogs hdve bccn driven out on the St. Mdl) s route, they
have not any assurance that ought to be relied on. It appears hy Mr.
Newell’s communication that the contractors have two hundred head, or
upwards, of beeves in the neighborhood of Manary’s block-Louse, which
may be forwarded in case of deficiency of meat rations at any of those
posts ; and though the committee are well convinced the contractors have
made extensive engagements for that part of' the ration, and made adequate
advances in money, yet there is considerable cause to conclude that some of
those engagements will not be complicd with, owing to the great use of that
article,

No proposition, investigated by this conlmiltsc, 1s better established than
that the delays in luu}mamu and trausporting provisions have not resulted
from a want of funds, On the contrar v, 1t appears thal the contractors at
all tines have been able to meet their cngagements.

This committee 1s authorized to state that General McArthur lias ve-
ported to the Secretiry of War the situation of our frontier posts, to which
an answer may he "],uiwl in six- or eight days, and that an eXPress I8
leavi ing, or has left Chillicothe, from the uvnvml to aseertain the quantity
of plousmm that are deposxtuw, orare (lt-posllcd 1 the counties of Cham-
paign and Miami, together with the amount of provisions forwarded to
Detroit from or 1hi0unlw those counties since the muddle of November last.
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This express may be expected back, with the nccessary information, in
eight or ten days.

In the event that it should be deemed advisable to aid the general gov-
ernment in supplying those posts, it will be worthy the consideration of
this legislature, to determine in what way those advances can be made so
as to meet the object designed, and secure to the Stale a pledge for such
advancements, though in a moment of extreme hazard and danger that in-
quiry would be placed out of view.

No commanding officer of any district or post is authorized to draw on
government for supplies furnished, when the contractor fails.  In that case
the ofticer can only order the quartermaster to purchase provisions on ac-
count of the contractor, for which spectal purpose funds are often placed
subject to his order.  Should the State purchase and forward the provisions
proposed, and it should be found that the contractors were in a situation to
victual those posts, the contractors might refuse to receive our purchase or
admit issues to be m(ule, the general government could not charge the con-
tractor with the provisions fur mbhed ln this State, as they ] ha\e not been
ordered by the commanding officer 1hlouoh the proper (lepdltmm\t under
the circumstances that the wuulatlons require.  Andwhile our government
would approve our zeal for e public ~\1fel\,, it might lament our untimely
interference.

Your committce have not wade these rearks douliting the justice of the
general governmnent in refunding the sum so 1o be advanced, nor to divert
this ]omslatmo from the course proper to be pursued under existing circam-
stan(‘cq they have considered it a duty they are bound to pelform in the
honest disc hmoe of the {rust reposed in tlum.

General McArthur has made known to the Department of War that the
apphcatlon, now under consideration, would be made to this State, and,
if the measure i1s approved, a few (l’l)ﬁ will place in General Me Althlll 8
hands power to act under the authority of that departient.  In the mean
time the general will, by his express, be informed of the extent of the
danger which produced this application.  From a careful examination of
the subject submitted, (so far as it has been in the power of your committee
to be mf(nm(d,) they are of opinion that it would not be advisable or con-
sistent, at this tune, to nplnopuatv any money for the purposes referred ;
but as soon as the necessary and expected information can be oblamed
your committee beg leave 1o report fully and finally on the subject.

Crinricornig, December 21, 1314,

Sir: Agreeably to an order of the T4th instant, from the t'omm"mdmg
general, Sth wilitary district, I have ascertained that on of about the first
of this month, there were dri iven from Urbana, by the contractor, one thou-
sand hogs and upwards; it is supposed, on their arrival at Detroit they will
average 120 pounds. No cattle or flour has heen sent since the 15th of
Novewber last from that quarter by the contractor or agents, on either
Hull’s road or by St. Maiy’s. I am mformed by anagent ol the contractor
that he will have in (lep()snte at St. Mcn} on or before the 15th Jan-
uary next, for transportation to Detroit, 5,0()() barrels of flour, exclusive of
100 now there, and that he will have at the same deposite, on or before the
last of February, one thousand more; he will also have in deposite at
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Zanes’s and Manary’s, for transportation by Hull’s road, on or about the
middle of January, five hundred barrels of tlour, c\(duqlve of 130 intended
for Sandusky, and 100 now depocltod at Manary’s. 400 hogs, I presume,
have left that country to go by St. Mary’s, as they were to start so soon
as the roads should be sufﬁmenth, frozen. Tt 1s doubtful whether he wall
be enabled to procure a further Supph of hogs on foot within a short time;
he is, however, purchasing and putting up a “considerable quantlty of pork
at Urbana. Thele are dcposited at Erie, Pemmlmma, 225 barrels flour
and 93 barrels whiskey, intended for Detroit.  This is the only deposite in
that quarter. This deposite was ordered for Detroit, but I presume it can-
not be forwarded until the ice should answer for sledding.  The contrac-
tor’s ageut also informs me that so soon as a suflicient deposite is made at
St. Mary’s, Zanes’s, and Manary’s, he will be prepared to transport it on
sleds to I‘01t Meigs, thence to Detroit, they heing the only means at this
season.

The contractor’s agents are now <L([l|&“\/ engaged procuring heef, pork,
and flour for the troops on the lines: it 1s uncertain what quanhh 1he_y
will or can procure heyond what is deposited. T am apprehensive that a
special commissary will meet with difficultics ()u the frontier in making
purchases of provisions to supply the troops on the lines; the hogs have
generally heen purchased and diiven off] ]um(lpd]ly castward ; heef is
scarce, there heing none o he had (\(ept those stock feeding, T believe
flour may bhe had l»}, carly application at the mills on the Mldlnl, and those
waters nearest the frontier. A supply in this way, I apprehend, will cost
from 45 to 50 cents the ration, delivered at Detroit, as the only mcans of
transportation wust be by land, which witl make flour (deli\'vre(l) per bar-
rel, from 28 to 30 dollars; pork and other parts of the ration in plOpOlth]l.
Pork cannot now be had on the frontier for less than fowr dollars, and is
selling at some places at %1 0. Flour, T helieve, can he delivered at
St. Mary’s and Manary’s, at about eight dollars per barrel.

The ahove statement i1s founded on the best information 1 could procure
on the fronticr, hoth from those engaged in purchasing en account of the
contractor, and from citizens through the country which T passed.

Respeetfully, I am, sir, your ohedient,
JAS. SWEARINGEN,
Quartermasier General, Bth district.
Avsurast Geyeran's Orvicr,
Sth distiict, Chillicothe, Ohio.

A true vopy from the original.
C. 8. TODD,
SActing JAdjutant General,

Mr, Elisha Norton, of Painsville, Geauga, before the commiftee, on be-
ing interrogated, saith : That he knows of no pork salted at Grand riv er,
and is mn\mcml nene could be salted up thmc without his knowledwe,
When at Philadelphia, understood, and has no doubt of the fact, that three
hundred and fitty or sixty hogs had Jately heen driven on to Cleveland,
there 1o he salted for t]v* use of the troops at Detreit. That Colonel Mil-
ler had arrived at Erie, with about seven hundred. troops.  That those
troops had no provisions hvlonfnmf to the contractors, but were calculating
on getting supplied for a few da} fram the country. 'That the contyactors
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for furnishing the posts at Krie are not the contractors that supply the Sth
military district.  That Jacob Fowler’s flour, to the amount of four hun-
dred harrels, was at Waterford, about fourteen miles from Trie, and that
the contractors at Eric caleulated 1o supply the troops at that post, after a
few days, by borrowing flour for a temporarvy supply of Jacob Fowler.
That the Champion, expected to have been loaded for Detroit, about the
first of December, with a load of {flour and corn, had passed the mouth of
Grand river, where she was prevented from putting in by easterly winds,
and had pm((((lo(l to Detroit, with only about forty barrels of flour for 'hv
troops, since which no ﬂour has been sent to Detroit from that quarter.
That up to the Lith of December the navigation of the lake was safe,
since which time it had hecome dangerous, “and probably lmpm(,llml)lc
About the 10th or 11th of December, the lmnle was at Grand river, on
her way to Erie, (to wit, at Ashtahula,) where she was to discharge her
carco, and take on hoard a load of Jacoh Fowler’s flour for Detroit; bui
Mr. Norton is of opinion the voyage would not, without great hazard, be
made.

ELISHA NORTON,

Crasnuicoris, December 25, 1811

Mr. Hugh Glenn, one of the sub-contractors, having heen requested to
attend on the committee, for the purpose of giving information, saith: That
not having heen 1cquuul by the (‘onnmmh'w 'rpncml, or any Othm officer,
to make out an exact 101)011 of {he state and situation of supphc , and not
having the nccessary documents with Lim, can only state from his recollec-
tion of facts that he is kmowing to, and such as have heen reported by other
sub-contractors.  Aud first on the subject of meat: the contractors have
made contracts with men of character and responsibility, (\\'1’(11 oood secu-
llty ) for the deliv ery of six ll‘ous.md five nmdred head of Logs at Detroit,
m ail Jdnuau, but is nduced to believe that a part will not he de 11\'(10(|—
what part is not able to say; that the failure will result, 11" 1t takes place,
from a \(‘(nmt\ of hogs, unconnected with the price. '.lhc contractors re-
cerved a letter Jast w ch from John Rogers, of Piqua, a man with whom a
contract was made to deliver two hundred thousand weight of pork at De-
troit, assuring them that he would comply with the whole of his contract;
that he had them then collected at different points, and should immediately
move them on to Detroit.  Silvers, who had contracted for the delivery of
fifteen hundred head of hogs at Dctmll, had procecded on the 1nll route
with twelve hundred head. The other three hundred head are co ollecting,
and will doubtless he dehvered, in cousequence of the contractor’s lll(ll&lll”
hitn an additional allowance on his contract. Samuel Cox, of Chnton,
with whom the contractors had made a contract for his defivering one thou-
sand head of hogs at Detroit, was seci at his house last week by Mr Glenn.
Cox had then seven hund m(l and {ifty head of hogs ready to drive, and
would move them forward, so as to arrive at Detroit in «ll January.  Mr.
Glenn is doubtful whether Cox will comply with the bafauce of his con-
tract.  Davis & Heflling, of Xenta, had contracted to deliver fifteen hun-
dred head of hogs at Dets ml' lml owing {o the scarcity of hogs in that
neighborhood, they will not, it is ex p(*(’(‘(i, comply with their contriret,
Allanaelnonts have been m‘u[c l)‘, the contractors o supply an equal quan-
tity of rations in beef and pork; the principal contractor, Piatt, gave late
instructions to have any deficiency in the article of beef and pmk supplied
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by immediate purchases it anv price, and thet agents are now employeid
tor that purpose. Mr. Glenn received certain information last evening that
two hundred and weventy head of fat eattle Lave, within a fow days, heen
starting or dviven out from Urbana for Detroit. And as to the subject of
flour, Mr. Glenir was from the 20th of Getober to the $ih November at De-
troit.  "That previous to that time, Colonet Miller, the then comuanding
officer at Detroit, had required the contractors to aseertain the quantity of
surplus wheat in the setttement of Upper Canada, from which it could be
nnmediately conveyed to Detroit; that the contractors reported that be-
tween two aid three thousand bareels of flour conld be collected without
ijury to the inhabitants, to be collected in wheat and flour, The com-
manding officer was directed by the gencral government (o have all that
article ])lll(hi:\t‘ll for the use of the nmelmnent bat from some cause that
officer divected the contractors to pmtlm,\e 1. M. Robert Pratt was left
at Detroit. where he stitl 1'(‘1n;|ink', making those pl;r('hza\‘ew and collections.,
where he s well supphied with {unds, Liavi mg lately recerved upwards of ten
thousand dollars. M. Gice i cannot mlonn the comunittee what quantity
of flour ix now deposited at st. Mary’s; three thowsand harrels are to be
delivered there !nfm-\ the first of I plnmu\, under Jaree and spc(m] con-
tracts: two thousand barrels more are to he added by Sal) <upphcs from
persons lving m that neiehborbood, who will detiver the flour as the road
may serve. A sificrent quantity of hoats are built wnd building to trans-
port the flour down the Miami of the al\v, as soon as the water may serve,
which is to be relied on in Mareh, and often heppens in February. Ll(‘()l)
Fowler 1y now at Urbana providing sleds to forward from four to six huu-
dred barrels of flour, from settlements in that neirhhorhood to Detroit.

Mr. Glenn fur Lhm states that the contractors have been able to meet
every e’mancment they have made i purchasing supplics; and on all their
contracts for the pm(lmsc of pork they have advanced one-half of the
amount of contracts, but thu, in doing this, they have borrowed consid-
erable suns on the credit of the wmumant or rather on the ¢redit of their
own drafts on the government. “Sonie of tlww drafts iave lately been ac-
cepted, but not promptly paid.  How fur this clrewstance may atlect their
future operations is yet to be determined: but the circumstance of a report
having gone out lmmmh the country that the contractors have futled
thelr (ontm( ts, and that this State is about to interfere in hlll)l‘lllllt' pro-
vistons at the posts, has, and will continue to he e, an nijuriots eflu! both
ou the eredit of the contractors and the price of supphes that may now be
purchasing, as well as to transportation.  Should the drafts of the con-
tractors soon be pald, (2s is confident]y expee ‘ted,)and the report be event-
ually coutradicted of their having failed in their contracts, the contractors
will find no dithealty ~upp|\mo‘ the posts withia the uuhrh wititary dis-
trict, in conformity to the requisitions: Leretofore e but should their
(hails on the general gosernment rewain Tong unpaid, it would, Joied with
the reports now in circalation, o I'lr shake the credit of the contractors as
to malw it exceedigly diflicnit, 1 not impossibie. for them 1o prosecute the
supplying of those posts o the extent of the veqaisition nade by the com-
manding general.

M. G le-lm, on heing asked the cause of the Lailure of provisions at De-
troit, answers, that the contractors have received no written communie ation
of a failure of supplies at that post, rom any commanding officer, or con-
tractor, at Detroil; but supposes a (1Lll(1elll\, n soie puts ol the rations,
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may have taken place, from two caunes. The first, that the wheat relied
on by government to be purchased, in Upper Canada, may not have been
(0”&‘(\6([ as speedily as was contemplated; and, secondly, that the troops
of the late mounted e\pt(!xlmn for which the contractors were ordered to
provide, on the St. Mary’s ind Fort Wayne route, suddenly changed their
place of destination, and procecded 1o Detroit, contrary to the expectation
of the contractors, and without any previous notice, which caused the is-
suing of upwards of forty thousand rations at th'mt that otherwise would
have heen preserved for the troops at that post.
H. 5. GLENN.
Taken down by
LW, Vorrer,
Chairman of committee of the Ho. of Reps.

Crrnricorne, December 28, 1814

Sm: Tam (Hroct‘(d by the jomt comumittee of both Houses, to whom was
referred the governor’s confidential cormnunication, o inquire whether you
have veceived, by this day’s mail, any instructions from the general govern-
ment in any way councete ' with the subject referred to this committee ; or
whether, since you attended on this committee, you have received from De-
troit any information changing the aspect of aﬁdn,s n that quarter. If so,
the comunittee would thank you to have the goodness to communicate it, so
far as it is a proper subject for their inquiry, “01 their information.

I have the honor to be, your most ohedient, humble servant,

EDWARD W. TUPPER,
Chairman of Commnitice of the Ilo. of Reps.
Brig. Gen. McArTtiug,
‘ Commanding Sth military districl.

Cmuricorur, December 30, 1514,

Str: It was not until last evening that I was favored with your note of
the 23th instant.

In obedience to the request of the committee, I have the honor to inform
them that T have not received any official .Ld'rwv cither from the gencral
government or fromn Detroit, in any way connected with the subject before
them, since my last communication. Verhal reports say that the troops on
the lines are suﬂemm‘ mm,h on account of the scarcity of fuel and 1)10\1%10115.
The contractor’s agents say that they are making every possible exertion to
forward supplies 10 tho 11'1 s, and are only prever 11((! from filling the requi-
sitions for want of funds.

A letter dated Erie, x’enn%‘,lmmu, on the 12th instant, from Colonel
Miller, of the 17th mfantls, who is on his return irom Buﬂdlo to Detroit,
with the tr oops of the 17th and 19th regiments, states that the contrac tor
has failed, at that place, an(‘ that he has heen under the necessity of pur-
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lesmrr ]\10\151011\, aid every necessary for bis troops, upon credit, and for
which he is individually accountable.
L Lave the honor lo he, your obedient servant,
DUNCAN McARTHUR,
Brigadier General U. S. Jrmy,
Commanding military district No. S.
General Epwarp W. Tupprig,
Chairman of committee of the Ho. of Reps.

Curmricornr, December 31.

Captain Batteal Harrison, of the 2d United States regiment, on be 'ing ex-
amined hy the committee, says that he left Urbana (lhl’)llt three days since,
and that on Sunday last Mr.” Fowler, one of the sub-contractors, called on
him for a soldier to send express to Cincinnati, with a letter ﬁom Major
Piatt, the contractor at Detroit, to Mr. Glenn, one of the sub-contractors
at Cincinnati, which letter Mr. Fowler had opencd and showed to Captain
Harrison.  This letter contained a contract between Mr. Piatt and a gen-
tleman at Detroit, o the river De French, for a considerable quantity of
flour, at fourteen dellars per harrel.  Mr. Piatt thought their means of ob-
taining floar at Detroit would preclude the necessity of the contractors in
this qumtcl sending flour till the spring opened ; but that they should rely
on the contractors here to furnish the posts with meat.  Mr. Fowler in-
formed Captain Harrison that the letter from Mr. Piatt had very mueh re-
lieved him, and would induce hin to shorten the purchasing of flour in the
neighborheod of Urbana.  Captain Harrison furnished Mrv. Fowler with an
escort from his command, to proceed with several hundred hogs to Fort
Wayne; also, with an escort for a drove of heeves, for Dctrmt hoth of
which (uptam Harrison understood would start on the 30th mshnt Cap-
tain Harrison understood by Mr. Fowler 111«:t he would still send on some
flour to Detroit whenever the road served; but, as the flour could he pro-
cured at Detrott much cheaper thau from this quarter, it would lessen the
quantity he should send out.

BATTEAL HARRISON,

Captain 2d rifle regiment.

Saturpay, December 51, 1814,

The _]mnt committee of both houses, to whom was referred the governor’s
communication relating to the situation of our frontter posts, ‘beg leave
finally to report :

That further prosecuting their inquiries upon the subject to them referred,
your committee have the satisfaction to believe that the contractors Wll]
abundantly supply all our frontier posts with the meat part of the ration,
far beyond the amount required for any number of troops that may be sta-
tioned at those posts. This belief may be drawn from the report of Colonel
Swearingen, quartermaster general of the eighth military district, to General
MecArthur, (a copy of whicli ace ompanies this report,) but more Itu estab-
lished by the facts communicated to this comuttee by Mr. Glenn, one of
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the principal sub-contractors; from which it will appear, that in the present
and next succeeding month, the contractors will have at Detroit a deposite
equal to six hundred thousand rations of meat, much of which has already
reached that post, and the rest to arrive there inall January.

The deposites of flour now made aud making on the waters of thie Miami
of the lake will, with the means of { autpmh:lmn now provided, secure
those posts ;1gninm a possibility of want, whenever those waters shall again
becowe navigable,  1f, then, there is cause of alarm remaining, it must
arise from a doubt whether the troops stationed at Detrolt, or posts on the
lalees, will be so steaitened for the bread part of the ration as to huzard
a surrender or an abandonment of thase posts.

Your committee cannot place much reliance on an expectation that the
flowr deposited near Erie will reach Detroit before the opening of the Take.
Five hundred barrels of flour are provided at Urbana and Zanes’s block-
Louse, where the contractors are making exertions in preparing sleds, &e.,
to transport 1t to Detroit the moment the roads will serve : and the present
state of the weather authorizes a h()lw that flour will soon reach Detroit on
that route.  While such anxiety heve prevails for the safety of that post, (if
those fears are not groundless ) there appears 1o have Im ‘nan astonishing
remissness in the officers latel y and now comnanding at Deotroit.

Your comumitice cannot learn that any letters Tave reached the con-
tractors furnishing supplies from this quarter, cither from the commanding
general, the u)nmmn(imu officer at Detroit, or the contractor, Piatt, there
stdtmnc{ for the purpose of purchasing the Canadian flour, vepresenting
that post, m relation to pr')vi\‘v(/n, nm @ perilous situation, or requiring any
L\tmoulmmy exertions from this quarter for its support. Lt 1s true that a
temporary scarcity might have taken place in November, occasioned by a
sudden change of the route of the late mounfed expedition, which was not
originally intended to touch at or draw supplies from Detroit, and for which
the contractors were ordered (as appears from Mr. Glenn’s statement) to
prepare provision on a Vcry diiferent route.

This lenuL, and sudden entry of those troops into Detroit, occasioned
the 1ssuing of upwards of torty thousand “rations at that post, which would
()tlm\vlw have been ploa(-nm[ for the use of the troops there stationed.
i'rom the silence of the officer Tately commanding, and the contractor now
stutioned at Detroit, who ought 1o be the {first 1o sec, and would be the
first to leel the consequences | e«u.tmﬁ from a want of hll])])]l(‘ this com-
mittee cannot but indulge a hope t that those office TS view thv means of
obtaining supplics in that quarter a scearity against any hazard that may
attend them, untit the provisions procuring lvy the coutractors can be,
under thelr present orr: mwm\nl 11(-11‘\';011((1 to their relicf. #I'le report
of the quartermaster Utll(l.ll oi this lll\lnd to General MeAvthur, shows
that, in his opinion, ihe appointment ol @ purchasing ummu\\.ny, on the
part of this State, would be of ittle use or benefit; to Lis opinion your
commitiee may he permttted to wdd, that such an appoimtinent would mate-
rially tend to wjure as well the 1:.1!»11(' mterest as the contractors; it would
occaston an imnuediate rise on the present pn(t\ of pr ovistons, by ereating a
competition hetween the contrac !(us and the commissary, the evils of which
would continue to exist till the close of the war: it would be injurious to
the contractors, as it would compel them to make purchuses and continue-
their transportation ander all the embarrassments that would unavoidably
result from such a state of things. It further reasons were necessary to he
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JuLy 26, 1815.
I certify the foregoing to be correctly copicd from the original re'lpaining
on file in my office.
J. McLANE, )
Secrctary of the State of Ohio. .

Reference to documents and evidence touching the claim of the representas
tives of John H. Piatt, deceased.

The contract of January 26th, 1814—copy sent to the committec.

The suspension of specie payments by the banks about September 10th,
1814, the'consequent general derangement ot the currency and rise of pri-
ces, the fact that the government received and disbursed depreciated hank
netes, is of general histery, and within the memory of all who were in ac~
tive life at the time. ‘ .

That the government could not meet its current expenses in the fall of
1814 ; that its treasury warrants, when issued, were, in many instances,
not convertible into cash, but used as collateral security on which to raise
currency,-is remembered by those in the city who were engaged in dealing
in money and funds. Tt is also proved by evidence in this case, to which 1
will by and by refer.

That John H. Piatt presented his accounts tor settlement regularly, as re-
quired by the contract, see certificate of Peter Hagner.

That he was in advance from $200,000 to %300,000 in December, 1814,
appears by an analysis of his account as stated by the Second Comptroller,
(House Reports, &c., 182371, vol. 1, Doc. 21, p. 281) also from a letter
of the Hon. John McLean to Mr. Monroe, dated January 5th, 1816, p. 14
same docunment.

That Piatt’s drafts on the Secretary of War were at this time under pro-
test to the amount of =1140,600, sce the letter of Hon. Jolm MeLean
above relerred to; see, also, for the exact sum, Peter Hagner’s certified
statement of his account, p. 1, compared with the Sccond Comptroller’s
statement of penalties paid on protested drafts, (same doc., pp. 26 and 273)
deposition of Samuel Newell, Ohio doc., folio 5.

That these protests injured the credit of Piatt; that it alarmed the coun-
try for the safety of the northwestern army ; that the cost of provisions
and expense of transportation had become enormous, see Colonel Swear-
ingen’s report, marked D, and Ohio document, passim. '

That a requisition {for 300,000 rations was made on Piatt in the depth of
winter, (December 26th, 181,) see the requisition marked K; and see,
also, Piatt’s letter to Hugh Glenn, January 10, 1815, House document,
above cited, p. 20.

That Pjatt came to Washington to surrender his contract, in December,
1814—his belief that he had a right to relinquish it because it was violated
in an essential part—and the fact that he knew and claimed that it had
hecome a ruinous contract, by the very inability of the government to com-
ply with its stipulations, are proved by the letter of Hon. John MeLean,
above cited ; same to Hon. John Sergeant, February 9th, 1823, pp. 21,22;
statement of James Morrison, February 16th, 1820, pp. 17 and 1S.

That he had a right to abandon the contract is elear, from the stipulations

























