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HISTORICALPHOTOGRAPHCOLLECTION

Some rare photographic glimpses of
life at Central may never have seen the
light of day had it not been for the vision
of Professor John Davis. Davis served as
professor of physics and chemistry at
then Central State Normal School from
1908-1919. Depicted by his students as
quiet, pleasant, patient and kind, Davis
is described in the 1915 Bronze Book as
the “Wizard of the Institution.”

As founder of the Central State Normal
School’s photography course, Davis’
curious intellect and the students he
inspired left a legacy of more than 2000
images of early 20th Century life on
campus and around Edmond. The bulk
of the images date between 1911 and 1919
and are on glass plate negatives.

The 1914 Bronze Book declared, “Central
State Normal was the first Normal
School in America to bring Kodaking
and photography to real significance in
solving the problem of taking the rust off
the public schools.”

Prof. John Davis, 1914

About the photography class Davis
advertised, “Student learns the principles
governing exposure and the manipulation
of the camera. He learns to develop his
film and plates both dark room and tank
method. He learns to make and tone the
print, to make exhibit lantern slides and
transparencies, to color prints, slides
and transparencies, to make Kodak
enlargements, to do portrait work, and
to compound all the chemicals used in
this operation.”

Almost forgotten, and stored away
for several years, the negatives were
rediscovered in 1954. The negatives were
printed, cataloged and preserved by
Central’s Camera Club before eventually
coming to the Archives & Special
Collection. These valuable negatives have
played a great part in telling the history
of Central and Edmond.

library.uco.edu/giving

Included in the images are many early
campus scenes, such as the ground
breaking of Evans Hall and the dedication
of the clock in Old North tower. Other
subjects include early downtown Edmond
and Oklahoma City sites. Early notable
people are also included among the plates
like Anton Classen, Jim Thorpe and former
state governors.

Many images from this glass plate
collection have been on exhibit this year
in honor of UCO@125. You will also find
many of these historical photos hanging
in offices around campus. To view or
purchase prints from this collection visit
the Archives & Special Collection’s, Image
Gallery on the Library’s website at http://
library.uco.edu/archives/gallery/search_
arc.cfm.

http://library.uco.edu/archives

First Edmond Community Christmas tree
displayed in front of Old North, 1915
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