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A recent survey of the line dividing the Greek ceded lands, upon which the 
Sac and Fox and Seminole Indians have reservc~Uons. 

DECEMBER 19, 1872.-Roferred to the Committee on Indian Affairs and ordered to be 
printed. 

DEP AR'l'MENT OF 'l'HE INTERIOR, 
liVashington7 D. 0,, December 17 ~ 1872. 

SIR: I have the honor to transmit herewith a copy of a comn:mniea­
tion, dated the 7th instant, from the Com missioner of Imlian Affairs, 
inviting the attention of tllis Department to a recent survey of the liue 
dividing the Creek ceded lands, upon whicll the Sac and Fox and Semi­
Jlole Iudia11s have reservations, from the Creek reservation, as proYided 
for by the eighth article of the treaty with the Creeks, of June 14, 186G. 
(U.S. Stats., vo1. 14, p. 785.) 

An examination of the :field-notes and plats of said surYey, which bas 
lwen approYed, discloses the fact that the line above referred to divides · 
the reservations of the Seminoles aud Sacs and Foxes, lea' iug extensive 
improvements east of said line, and, consequently; witllin the Creek 
country. 

lu view of the facts stated it is recommended t.ha.t legislation be had 
authorizing negotiations with the Creek Indians for the purchase of that 
portion of the reservation of the Seminoles and Sacs and Foxes thrown, 
by the survey, into the Creek reserve. 

I have, therefore, prepared, and herewith transmit a, draught of an act 
to authorize the Secretary of tlle Interior to negotiate with the Creek 
Iudians for the cession of a portion of their reservation occupied by 
friendly Indians, and respectfully commend it to the fcworable consid­
eration of Congress, to the end that the Government may be enabled 
to execnte the existing treaty stipulations with the Indians interested. 

I have the honor to l>e, very respectfttlly, your obedient servant, 
B. H. COWEN, 

Acting Secretary. 
Hon . • T. G. BLAINE, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
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DEP AR'l'MENT OF 1'HE INTERIOl~, 
Office of Indian A.ffairs, Washington, D. C., December 7, 1872. 

SIR: I luwe the honor to invite the attention of the Department to 
the following, viz: · 

By the 3d article of the treaty concluded with the Creek Indians 
June 14, 18G6, (U. S. Stats. at J..~arge, vol. 14, p. 785,) said Indians cede 
to the United States, for the. s~ttlement of friendly Indians :mel freed­
men, the west half of their entire domain, to be divided by a line running 
north and south. 

In consider<ttion of the cession made b:y the 3d article of the treat,y 
concluded with the Seminole Indians M:arch 21, 1866, (U. S. Stats. at 
Large, vol. 14, p. 755,) the United States, by said article, granted to 
said Indians, out of the Creek ceded lands, a reservation containing 
200,000 acres. 

Jn consideration of the improvements upon the reservation of the 
Sac ~tnd Fox of the lVIississippi tribe of Indiam;, ceded by the 1st atticle 
of the treaty concluded with said Indians February 18, 1867, (U. S . 
Stllts. a.t Large, vol. 15, p. 495,) tlle United States, by the 6th artiele of 
said treaty, granted to these Indians a reserYation out of tlle Creek 
cedrd lauds, containing about 750 square miles. 

The Seminoles and the Hacs and Foxes have settled upon their re­
spective reservations, and l~ave made improvement thereon, uot expect­
ing to be disturbed by the 'survey of the line dividing the Creek ceded 
lands from the Creek reservation, as provided for b,y the 8th article of 
the Creek treaty of 1866, hereinbefore referred to. However, the survey 
has subsequently been completed, and approved by the honorable Secre­
tary of the Interior, under date of the Gth February last. Upon an 
examination of the plats and field-notes of said surYey, it is found that 
the dividing-line cuts through a portion of the reservations above re­
ferr~d to, for the use of the Seminole and Sa,c and Fox Indians, leaving 
extensive improvements east of said line, and, consequently, within the 
Creek country. 

In view of the foregoing, I respectfully recommend that the matter be 
aid before Congress, with the request for legislation authorizing the 
Department to negotiate with the Greek Indians for the purchase of the 
lauds thus thrown into the 0l'C'ek reserve, to the end that the tribes who 
luwe settled down in good faith, and entered into agricultural pursuits, 
rn~ty not be deprived of the fruits of their indu:stry, through no fault of 
theirs, and, fnrtller, that the Government may be enabled thereby to 
cctrry out existing treaty stipulations with the Indians interested. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

The Hon. SECRETARY OF THE IN'l.'ERIOR. 

F. A. ~TALKER, 
Cmnmissioner. 

AN ACT to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to negotiate with the Creek Incli~tt1S 
for the cession of a portion of their reservation occ ll]Jiecl l>y friendly Indians. 

Whereas, by tlle third article of . the treaty concluded with the Creek 
Indians, June fonrteeuth, one thousand eight hunllred and sixty-six, said 
Indians ceded to the United States, for tlw settle meu t offriendl.v Indians 
and freedmen, the west half of their entire domain, to be diviacd by a 
line running north and south; and wl1ereas the recent survey of sa id 
line, made in conformity with tl.te pl'ovisions of said treaty, includes 
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within the limits of the Creek reservation, east of said line, some of the 
improvements m::Hle on a reservation . se~ected on what \Vas supposed to 
be tlle Ureek ceded lands, for tlte Seminole tribe of Indians, which re­
servation is provided for in their treaty of March :first, one thousand 
eight hundred. and sixty-six, and also some of the impro,rements of the 
Sac and Fox of the Mississippi tribe of Iudhtns, made on a reservation 
i11ten<led to be established in aecoruance with the provisions of their 
treaty of February eightePnth, one thousand eight hundred and sixt.y­
seveo; awl whereas said improvements h<we been made upon said 
lands by and for tbe aforesaid Indians, ·who have settled thereupon in 
g·ood faith, in accordance with treaty stipulations; aud where<ts it is 
uecessary, in order to secure these improvements to said Indians, and to 
iusure them suitablereserva.tions, that tlle lands occupied thereby should 
be granted to them: Therefore, 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Ho~tse of Representatives of the United 8tates 
ofAmericain Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the Interior be, and 
he hereby is, authorized to negotiate with the afor0said Creek Indians 
for the relinquishment to the United States of such portions of their 
countr.Y as may Lave been set apart, in accordance witll treaty stipula­
tions, for the use of the Seminole, and the Sac and Fox of the Missis­
sippi tribes of Indians, respectively, found to be east of the line separat­
ing the Creek ceded lands from the Creek reservation, and also to ne­
gotiate aud arrange with said tribes for a fina,l ::tlld permanent adjust- . 
ment of their reservations; and the Secretary shall report the result to 
Congress. 
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