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LETTER

THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR,

A copy of a letter from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs in relation to
the clerical force in his office.

FEBRUARY 6, 1879.—Referred to the Committee on Apypropriations and ordered to be
printed.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
Washington, February 5, 1879,

SIR: I have the honor to inclose herewith a copy of a letter addressed
to me on the 1st instant, by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, in rela-
tion to the clerical forece of his office. The work devolving upon the
Office of Indian Affairs, considered either as to its responsibility, its
importance to the country, the care and judgment required for its proper
execution, or the magnitude of the interests involved, is second to none
in this department. The present salaries of the chief clerk and chiefs
of division are not commensurate with the character of the duties which
they perform. Their duties are arduous, responsible, and complex, and
their salaries, as compared with the salaries paid to chiefs of division
in other departments of the government, are inadequately small. The
improved methods of business introduced in the Indian Office by the
present Commissioner, and the large and increasing responsibilities de-
volving upon the bureau, imperatively require that the force of the
office, never large, should be made sufficient to properly guard the in-
terests of the public service. The work in some divisions is in arrears,
and if the present force be not augmented it must fall still further in
arrears, to the great inconvenience of all having business with the office,
and to the positive disadvantage of the government. The absolute neces-
sity of dispateh in the delivery of supplies, in the settlement of accounts,
and in many other items of the business relating to Indian affairs, can-
not be overstated. To avoid frauds and impositions every matter of
detail must be carefully scrutinized; but if the clerical force be inade-
quate this labor will be imperfectly done or not done at all, and both
the Indians and the government must suffer. If contractors know that
their accounts will be promptly settled and their money promptly paid,
lower bids and a corresponding pecuniary advantage to the government
will result; but a prompt settlement of such accounts, or of any accounts,
will be iinpossible if the clerical force of the bureau be not reasonably
increased. The inclosure herewith, marked ¢ Appendix E,” sets forth
the items of increase estimated for the Office of Indian Aftairs for the
year 187980, and I cannot too strongly recommend their appropriation
and urge upon Congress the necessity for placing the Indian Bureau









