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A COMPARISON OF PERSISTING AND NONPERSISTING NURSING 

STUDENTS AT A JUNIOR COLLEGE

CHAPTER I  

INTRODUCTION

B a c kg r ou n d  o f  S t u d y

P e r s i s t e n c e  o f  s t u d e n t s  i n  c o l l e g e  p r o g r a m s  i s  a 

n a t i o n a l  c o n c e r n  a t  a l l  l e v e l s  o f  p o s t s e c o n d a r y  e d u c a t i o n .  

I n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  h i g h e r  l e a r n i n g  h a v e  b e e n  c o n f r o n t e d  w i t h  

t h e  d i l e m m a  o f  s t u d e n t s  d r o p p i n g  o u t  s i n c e  t h e  f o u n d i n g  o f  

H a r v a r d  i n  1636.  S i n c e  t h a t  t i m e ,  s t u d e n t s  have  w i t h d r a w n  

f o r  a v a r i e t y  o f  r e a s o n s  i n c l u d i n g  v o l u n t a r y  w i t h d r a w a l  o r  

w i t h d r a w a l  b e c a u s e  o f  a c a d e m i c  f a i l u r e  o r  i n f r a c t i o n s  o f  

r u l e s .

S t u d e n t  p e r s i s t e n c e  i s  n o t  a new p h e n o m e n o n .  I t  i s  

p e r h a p s  o n l y  a d a y ,  o r  e v e n  h o u r s ,  n e w e r  t h a n  s c h o o l s  

t h e m s e l v e s .  S t u d e n t  p e r s i s t e n c e  wa s  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  a 

p r o f e s s i o n a l  i s s u e  a s  e a r l y  a s  1872^ when a s c h o l a r l y  p a p e r  

e n t i t l e d  "The E a r l y  W i t h d r a w l s  o f  P u p i l s  f r om S c h o o l ;  I t s

1 D a n i e l  S c h r i e b e r ,  " 7 0 0 , 0 0 0  D r o p o u t s , "  A m e r i c a n  
E d u c a t i o n  4 ( J u n e  1 9 6 8 ) :  6.



C a u s e s  a n d  I t s  R e m e d i e s ” w a s  p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  a n n u a l  

c o n v e n t i o n  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  E d u c a t i o n  A s s o c i a t i o n .

H i s t o r i c a l l y ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l  e d u c a t o r s  t y p i c a l l y  v i e w e d  

t h e  " p r o b l e m ” o f  t h e  d r o p o u t  f r o m  t h e  s t a n d p o i n t  o f  t h e  

p e r s o n a l  l o s s  e x p e r i e n c e d  by t h e  s t u d e n t .  H o w e v e r ,  i n  

m o d e r n  t i m e s  t h e  p r o b l e m s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  c o l l e g e  

d r o p o u t  h a v e  b e e n  v i e w e d  a s  a l o s s  t o  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  a 

l o s s  o f  m a n p o w e r  a v a i l a b l e  t o  s o c i e t y ^  a n d ,  f i n a l l y ,  

p e r s o n a l  f a i l u r e  w i t h  w h i c h  t h e  d r o p o u t  m u s t  l i v e .

I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  r e s e a r c h  h a s  l e d  t o  

t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  d r o p p i n g  o u t  may be  a l e s s  s e r i o u s  

m a t t e r  t h a n  i t  was  o n c e  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e ,  s i n c e  many  

s t u d e n t s  r e t u r n  t o  t h e i r  i n s t i t u t i o n  o r  r e - e n t e r  o t h e r  

i n s t i t u t i o n s .  M o r e  e x p l i c i t l y ,  B l a i n e  a n d  M c A r t h u r ^  

recommend i n c r e a s e d  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  f l e x i b i l i t y  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  

w ha t  a r e  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  " d r o p - i n s ” and " d r o p - o u t s ” .

N a t i o n a l  s t u d i e s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  s t u d e n t s  l e a v e  c o l l e g e  

f o r  m y r i a d  r e a s o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a c a d e m i c ,  p e r s o n a l ,  

e n v i r o n m e n t a l ,  f i n a n c i a l ,  e m o t i o n a l ,  a n d / o r  p s y c h o l o g i c a l . ^

A t t r i t i o n  o f  n u r s i n g  s t u d e n t s ,  e s t i m a t e d  a t  one t h i r d  

o f  a l l  s t u d e n t s  a d m i t t e d  t o  n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m s ,  i s  a c h r o n i c

^ J o h n  V a i z e y ,  "The  C o s t s  o f  W a s t a g e ” , U n i v e r s i t i e s  
Q u a r t e r l y  25 ( S p r i n g  1971) :  139.

^Graham B. B l a i n e  and C h a r l e s  C. McA r t h u r ,  E m o t i o n a l  
P r o b l e m s  o f  t h e  S t u d e n t  (New York:  A D o ub l e d a y - A n c h o r  Book,  
1 9 6 6 ) ,  p .  v i i .

^ C a s m i r  J .  K o w a l s k i ,  " C o m pa r i so n  o f  P e r s i s t i n g  and 
N o n p e r s i s t i n g  S t u d e n t s  a t  I n d i a n a  U n i v e r s i t y "  ( D . E d .  
d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  I n d i a n a  U n i v e r s i t y ,  1975) ,  p. 5.



c o n c e r n  t o  p r o f e s s i o n a l  e d u c a t o r s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e i r  

e d u c a t i o n . 5 a s t u d y  by  T a t e , ^  c o m p l e t e d  f o r  t h e  N a t i o n a l  

L e a g u e  f o r  N u r s i n g  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  o f  s e v e n t y - t h r e e  n u r s i n g  

p r o g r a m s  a f f i l i a t e d  w i t h  c o l l e g e s  a n d  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  t h e  

a v e r a g e  d r o p  o u t  r a t e  f o r  a l l  p r o g r a m s  w a s  f o r t y - f o u r  

p e r c e n t  a nd  t h e  r a t e  was  3 0 . 5  p e r c e n t  f o r  864  n u r s i n g

d i p l o m a  p r o g r a m s .  M o r e o v e r ,  a s t u d y  by Vaughn , ?  c o m p l e t e d  

f o r  t h e  N a t i o n a l  League  f o r  N u r s i n g ,  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  b e t w e e n

A u g u s t ,  1976 a nd  J u l y ,  1 9 8 1 ,  a d r o p o u t  r a t e  o f  3 2 . 2  p e r c e n t

o c c u r e d  i n  t h e  t o t a l  o f  B a s i c  RN P r o g r a m s .

R e a s o n s  c i t e d  f o r  h i g h  d r o p  o u t  r a t e s  i n  n u r s e ' s  

t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m s  a r e  n u m e r o u s  a nd  v a r i e d ,  r a n g i n g  f r o m  

a c a d e m i c  f a i l u r e  t o  " p e r s o n a l  r e a s o n s " .  T a y l o r  a n d

A s s o c i a t e s , 8 i n  an e x t e n s i v e  s u r v e y  o f  r e s e a r c h  s t u d i e s  

w h i c h  d e a l t  w i t h  n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m  d r o p o u t s ,  f o u n d  t h a t  

a c a d e m i c  f a i l u r e  w a s  t h e  m a j o r  r e a s o n  c i t e d  by  n u r s i n g  

s c h o o l s  f o r  h i g h  a t t r i t i o n  r a t e s .

^E.  E. L e v i t t  e t  a l . ,  "An A t t e m p t  t o  D e v e l o p  an 
O b j e c t i v e  T e s t  B a t t e r y  f o r  t h e  S e l e c t i o n  o f  N u r s i n g  
S t u d e n t s " ,  N u r s i n g  R e s e a r c h  20 ( May-June  1971) :  225.

^ B a r b a r a  L.  T a t e ,  S t u d y  o f  A t t r i t i o n  R a t i o s  i n  
S c h o o l s  o f  N u r s i n g  (New Y o r k :  N a t i o n a l  L e a g u e  o f  N u r s i n g ,  
I n c . ,  1 9 6 1 ) .

? Jo hn  C. Vaughn,  " E d u c a t i o n a l  P r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  N u r s i n g  
- 1 9 8 1 , "  N u r s i n g  and H e a l t h  Ca r e  3 ( O c t o b e r  1 9 8 2 ) : 4 4 7 - 4 5 5 .

®C. W. T a y l o r  e t  a l . .  S e l e c t i o n  a n d  R e c r u i t m e n t  o f  
N u r s e s  a n d  N u r s i n g  S t u d e n t s :  A R e v i e w  o f  R e s e a r c h  S t u d i e s "  
an d  P r a c t i c e s  ( S a l t  L a k e  C i t y :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  U t a h  P r e s s ,  
1 9 6 3 ) .



Many f a c t o r s  may a f f e c t  t h e  a c a d e m i c  s u c c e s s  o f  an 

i n d i v i d u a l  s t u d e n t .  L a v i n ’ s ^  r e v i e w  o f  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  

r e p o r t e d  t h a t  i n t e l l e c t u a l  f a c t o r s ,  p e r s o n a l i t y  f a c t o r s ,  and 

s o c i o l o g i c a l  d e t e r m i n a n t s  may a f f e c t  t h e  a c a d e m i c  s u c c e s s  o f  

s t u d e n t s .

T a y l o r  10 e t  a l . ,  r e p o r t e d  o t h e r  r e a s o n s  f o r  h i g h  

d r o p o u t  r a t e s ;  m a r r i a g e ,  d i s l i k e  o f  n u r s i n g ,  i l l  h e a l t h ,  

u n s u i t a b l e  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  v i o l a t i o n  o f  r u l e s ,  h o m e s i c k n e s s ,  

and i m m a t u r i t y .

K n o p k e l l  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  m a j o r  r e a s o n s  g i v e n  by 

s t u d e n t s  l e a v i n g  t h e  n u r s i n g  s c h o o l  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  

W i s c o n s i n  -  Mad i s on  w e r e :  c h a n g e s  i n  c a r e e r ,  d i f f i c u l t i e s

w i t h  o n e  o r  m o r e  c o u r s e s  i n  t h e  b a s i c  s c i e n c e  c o m p o n e n t ,  

p e r c e i v e d  i n a b i l i t y  t o  w o r k  w i t h  s i c k  p e o p l e ,  a n d  

d i f f i c u l t i e s  e x p e r i e n c e d  i n  a d j u s t i n g  t o  t h e  n u r s i n g  s c h o o l ,  

t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  c a m p u s ,  o r  b o t h .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  f a i l i n g  t o  

m a i n t a i n  an a d e q u a t e  g r a d e  p o i n t  a v e r a g e ,  t h u s  b e c o m i n g  

i n e l i g i b l e  t o  c o n t i n u e  i n  t h e  n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m ,  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  

a s i g n i f i c a n t  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  d r o p o u t s . 1^

R e s e a r c h  i n  p o s t s e c o n d a r y  e d u c a t i o n  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  

h i g h  s c h o o l  G r a d e  P o i n t  A v e r a g e  (GPA) a n d  h i g h  s c h o o l

9d . E. L a v i n ,  The  P r e d i c t i o n  o f  A c a d e m i c  P e r f o r m a n c e  
(New York :  R u s s e l l  Sage  F o u n d a t i o n ,  19Ô5) ,  p p .  4 5 - 4 è .  '

10 C. W. T a y l o r  e t  a l . ,  o p .  c i t . ,  p .  10.

I ^ H a r r y  J .  Knopke ,  " P r e d i c t i n g  S t u d e n t  A t t r i t i o n  i n  
a B a c c a l a u r e a t e  C u r r i c u l u m " ,  N u r s i n g  R e s e a r c h  28 ( J u l y -  
Augus t  1 97 9 ) :  225 .

1 2 i b i d . ,  p .  225 .



p e r c e n t i l e  r a n k  ha ve  be en  c o n s i s t e n t  p r e d i c t o r s  o f  s t u d e n t  

s u c c e s s  i n  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  p r o g r a m s . ^ 3 M o r e o v e r ,  f i r s t -  

s e m e s t e r  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  GPA h a s  be en  shown t o  be an a c c u r a t e  

p r e d i c t o r  o f  s u c c e s s  o r  n o n s u c c e s s  i n  s u b s e q u e n t  

u n d e r g r a d u a t e  w o r k  b e c a u s e  i t  r e f l e c t s  s i m i l a r i t i e s  i n  

e d u c a t i o n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t  and p e r f o r m a n c e  m e a s u r e s .

S t a r r ,  B e t z ,  a n d  M e n n e   ̂ ^ r e p o r t e d  t h a t  o v e r a l l  

s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  c o l l e g e  e n v i r o n m e n t  was  i n v e r s e l y  

r e l a t e d  t o  w h e t h e r  s t u d e n t s  r e m a i n e d  i n  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t .  

SpadylG s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  a t t i t u d e s  t o w a r d  l e a r n i n g  may be  more  

i m p o r t a n t  t h a n  t h e  q u a n t i t y  a n d  q u a l i t y  o f  p r e v i o u s  

a c a d e m i c - i n t e l l e c t u a l  e x p e r i e n c e .  T e t r e a u l t ^ ?  f o u n d  t h a t  

t h e  p e r i o d  b e t w e e n  t w e n t y - f o u r  t o  t w e n t y - s i x  y e a r s  o f  a g e  

may be  c r u c i a l  f o r  i n t e r n a l i z i n g  v a l u e s  s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  

p e r s i s t e n c e  i n  n u r s i n g .  W h i l e  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h i s  a g e  g r o u p

1 3 o s c a r  T. L e n n i n g ,  P h i l i p  E. B e a l ,  a n d  Ken S a u e r ,  
R e t e n t i o n  a n d  A t t r i t i o n ;  E v i d e n c e  f o r  A c t i o n  a nd  R e s e a r c h  
Ï B o u l d e r : N a t i o n a l  C e n t e r  f o r  H i g h e r  E d u c a t i o n  Management
S y s t e m s ,  1 9 8 0 ) ,  p p .  1 5 - 1 6 .

I ^ S .  V. Owen a nd  J .  F.  F e l d h u s e n ,  " E f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  
T h r e e  Mode l s  o f  M u l t i v a r i a t e  P r e d i c t i o n  o f  Academic  S u c c e s s  
i n  N u r s i n g  E d u c a t i o n , "  N u r s i n g  R e s e a r c h  19 ( N o v e m b e r -  
December  1970) :  518 .

I^Ann S t a r r ,  E l l e n  B e t z ,  and John  Menne,  " D i f f e r e n c e s  
i n  C o l l e g e  S t u d e n t  S a t i s f a c t i o n :  A c a d e m i c  D r o p o u t s ,  Non-  
Academi c  D r o p o u t s ,  and N o n - D r o p o u t s , "  J o u r n a l  o f  C o u n s e l i n g  
P s y c h o l o g y  19 ( J u l y  1972) :  320.

I ^ w i l l i a m  G. Spady ,  " D r o p o u t s  f r om H i g h e r  E d u c a t i o n :  
Toward an E m p i r i c a l  M o d e l , "  I n t e r c h a n g e  2 (Summer 1 9 7 1 ) :  60 .

I^A. I .  T e t r e a u l t ,  " S e l e c t e d  F a c t o r s  A s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  
P r o f e s s i o n a l  A t t i t u d e  o f  B a c c a l a u r e a t e  N u r s i n g  S t u d e n t s , "  
N u r s i n g  R e s e ac h  25 ( J a n u a r y - F e b r u a r y  1976) :  51.



t e n d  t o  ha ve  v e r y  h i g h  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a t t i t u d e s ,  many s t u d e n t s  

g r a d u a t e  f r om c o l l e g e  p r o g r a m s  b e f o r e  t h e y  r e a c h  t h i s  age .

The need  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  v a r i e t y  o f  a v a i l a b l e  s t u d e n t  

d a t a  i n  e x a m i n i n g  s u c c e s s f u l  and n o n s u c c e s s f u l  s t u d e n t s  was 

s u m m a r i z e d  by  T i n t o . 18 He m a i n t a i n e d  t h a t  a t t r i t i o n  i s  a 

m u l t i d i m e n s i o n a l  p r o c e s s  wh i ch  r e s u l t s  f r om t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n  

b e t w e e n  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  a nd  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  and  w h i c h  i s  

i n f l u e n c e d  by t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  b o t h  e l e m e n t s .  Given 

i n d i v i d u a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  p r i o r  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  a n d  

c o m m i t m e n t s ,  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  i n t e g r a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  a c a d e m i c  

and s o c i a l  s y s t e m s  o f  t h e  c o l l e g e  m o s t  d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  t o  

c o n t i n u a n c e  i n  t h a t  c o l l e g e .

S e m i n o l e  J u n i o r  C o l l e g e  b e g a n  an A s s o c i a t e  D e g r e e  

R e g i s t e r e d  N u r s i n g  P r o g r a m  i n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1972  a nd  d u r i n g  

t h e  f i r s t  t w e l v e  y e a r s  o f  e x i s t e n c e  h a d  a n o n p e r s i s t e n c e  

r a t e  o f  43 p e r c e n t .  The n o n p e r s i s t e n c e  r a t e  f o r  t h e  y e a r s  o f  

1 97 9- 1983  wa s  3 9 . 3  p e r c e n t .

The  n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m  a t  S e m i n o l e  J u n i o r  C o l l e g e  

r e q u i r e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  f o r  a d m i s s i o n  i n t o  t h e  n u r s i n g  

p r o g r a m :  1) f u l l  a d m i s s i o n  i n t o  t h e  c o l l e g e ,  2)

p r e r e q u i s i t e  t o  t h e  f i r s t  c l i n i c a l  n u r s i n g  c o u r s e  wa s  a 

r e a d i n g  l e v e l  o f  15 on t h e  N e l s o n - D e n n y  R e a d i n g  S c a l e  o r  

e n r o l l m e n t  i n  READ 1103 ( R e a d i n g  I m p r o v e m e n t )  u n t i l  t h e  

s t u d e n t  a c h i e v e d  a r e a d i n g  l e v e l  o f  15,  a nd  3)  t h e  s c i e n c e

1 8 v i n c e n t  T i n t o ,  " D r o p o u t  f r o m  H i g h e r  E d u c a t i o n :  A 
T h e o r e t i c a l  S y n t h e s i s  o f  R e c e n t  R e s e a r c h , "  R e v i e w  o f  
E d u c a t i o n a l  R e s e a r c h  45 ( W i n t e r  1 9 7 5 ) :  94.



d i v i s i o n  r e q u i r e d  a minimum g r a d e  o f  "C" i n  G e n e r a l  B i o l o g y  

1114  o r  a p a s s i n g  s c o r e  on t h e  B i o l o g y  CLEP Exam a s  a 

p r e r e q u i s i t e  t o  m i c r o b i o l o g y ,  a n a t o m y  an d  p h y s i o l o g y ,  and  

n u r s i n g  p h y s i c a l  s c i e n c e  w h i c h  w e r e  r e q u i r e d  o f  n u r s i n g  

s t u d e n t s .

S i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  S t u d y

One a p p r o a c h  t o  b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  n o n ­

p e r s i s t e n c e  p r o b l e m  i s  t o  e x a m i n e  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  

b o t h  p e r s i s t e r s  a n d  n o n p e r s i s t e r s .  By i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e s e  t w o  g r o u p s ,  v a l u a b l e  d a t a  c a n  be 

o b t a i n e d  w h i c h  c a n  be  u t i l i z e d  t o  b e t t e r  o r i e n t  and e d u c a t e  

s t u d e n t s  so  t h a t  t h e y  can  p e r s i s t  t o  g r a d u a t i o n .  Knowledge  

o f  p r o b l e m s  e n c o u n t e r e d  by  s t u d e n t s  w h i l e  i n  c o l l e g e ,  t h e  

e f f e c t s  o f  a c a d e m i c  i n t e g r a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  c o l l e g e ,  a nd  t h e  

e f f e c t s  o f  s o c i a l  i n t e g r a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  c o l l e g e  may be u s e f u l  

i n  d e t e r r i n g  p o t e n t i a l  d r o p o u t s .

T h e  S e m i n o l e  J u n i o r  C o l l e g e  N u r s i n g  P r o g r a m  

e x p e r i e n c e d  a p r o b l e m  w i t h  s t u d e n t  d r o p o u t s ,  a n d  l i m i t e d  

s p e c i f i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  e x i s t e d  r e g a r d i n g  f a c t o r s  i n v o l v e d  i n  

s t u d e n t  p e r s i s t e n c e  i n  t h e  n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m .  T h u s ,  a s t u d y  

f o c u s i n g  on t h e  d r o p o u t  p r o b l e m  a nd  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  

s t r a t e g i e s  t o  p r e d i c t  a nd  c o n t r o l  t h e  d r o p o u t  r a t e  i n  

n u r s i n g  a t  S e m i n o l e  J u n i o r  C o l l e g e  was n e ed e d .

T h i s  s t u d y  was  d e s i g n e d  t o  i d e n t i f y  i n f o r m a t i o n  

r e l e v a n t  t o  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  v a r i e t y  o f  f a c t o r s  a s s o c i a t e d
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w i t h  n o n p e r s i s t e n c e  o f  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  N u r s i n g  P r o g r a m  a t  

S e m i n o l e  J u n i o r  C o l l e g e .  A c c o r d i n g l y ,  t h e  s t u d y  e x a m i n e d  

t h e  f o l l o w i n g  f a c t o r s :  1)  s t u d e n t  d e m o g r a p h i c

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ;  2)  A m e r i c a n  C o l l e g e  T e s t  (ACT) s c o r e s ,  

N e l s o n - D e n n y  R e a d i n g  L e v e l s ,  g r a d e s  o b t a i n e d  i n  s c i e n c e  

c l a s s e s ,  o v e r a l l  GPA; 3)  f a c t o r s  w h i c h  m a y  a f f e c t  a 

p e r s i s t e r  o r  a n o n p e r s i s t e r  ; a nd  4)  f a c t o r s  r e l a t e d  t o  

a c a d e m i c  and s o c i a l  i n t e g r a t i o n  i n t o  c o l l e g e .

Assuming  t h a t  t h e  t o t a l  c o l l e g e  c l i m a t e ,  b o t h  s o c i a l  

and a c a d e m i c ,  a t  S e m i n o l e  J u n i o r  C o l l e g e  i s  i d i o g r a p h i c  a s  

c o m p a r e d  t o  t h a t  a t  o t h e r  c o l l e g e s  and  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  a n d ,  

t h a t  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m  a t  S e m i n o l e  J u n i o r  

C o l l e g e  a r e  a u n i q u e  g r o u p ,  a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  may be  

n e e d e d  a b o u t  s p e c i f i c  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  

s t u d e n t s  w i t h d r a w i n g  f r om S e m i n o l e  J u n i o r  C o l l e g e ' s  N u r s i n g  

Pr o g ra m.

The c o n c l u s i o n s  and r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  o f  t h i s  s t u d y  a r e  

now a v a i l a b l e  f o r  u s e  i n  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  a nd  i m p r o v i n g  

e x i s t i n g  p r o g r a m s  a n d / o r  t o  c r e a t e  new p r o g r a m s  t o  p r e v e n t  

p r o b l e m s  w h i c h  may  l e a d  t o  d e c i s i o n s  t o  d r o p  o u t  o f  t h e  

N u r s i n g  P r o g ra m a t  S e m i n o l e  J u n i o r  C o l l e g e .

Brown19 r e p o r t e d  t h a t  a p r i m a r y  g o a l  o f  c o l l e g e s  and 

u n i v e r s i t i e s  was t o  a s s i s t  e a c h  s t u d e n t  i n  f u l l y  d e v e l o p i n g

I ^ R o b e r t  D. Brown,  S t u d e n t  D e v e l o p m e n t  i n  T o m o r r o w ' s  
H i g h e r  E d u c a t i o n  -  A R e t u F n  t o  t h e  Ac a d e my  ( W a s h i n g t o n :  
Amer i can  P e r s o n n e l  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  1 9 7 2 ) ,  p .  7.



h i s  p o t e n t i a l .  T r e n t  a n d  M e d s k e r ^ ^  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  

i n d i v i d u a l s  who h a v e  c o l l e g e  d e g r e e s  e n j o y  a b e t t e r  l i f e  

b o t h  f i n a n c i a l l y  and s o c i a l l y .  F u r t h e r ,  G i b s o n ^ l  m a i n t a i n e d  

t h a t  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  w e r e  t o  be  c o n c e r n e d  

w i t h  n o t  o n l y  t e a c h i n g  i n d i v i d u a l s  how t o  make a l i v i n g  b u t  

a l s o  how t o  l i v e .

K o w a l s k i ^ Z  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  o n l y  10 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  

s t u d e n t s  who l e a v e  c o l l e g e  p r i o r  t o  e a r n i n g  a d e g r e e  h a v e  

s p e c i f i c  o c c u p a t i o n a l  p r e p a r a t i o n .  T h i s  w a s t e  o c c u r s  a t  a 

t i m e  when s k i l l e d  manpower  i s  n e e d e d ;  c u r r e n t l y ,  t h e r e  i s  a 

n a t i o n a l  n e e d  f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  p e r s o n n e l  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  

n u r s i n g .

L a w r e n c e  A. P e r v i n ^ S  a r g u e d  t h a t  c o l l e g e s  h a v e  t h e  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  t h e i r  d r o p o u t s  t o  h e l p  i n s u r e  t h a t  

d r o p p i n g  o u t  b e c o m e s  p r o f i t a b l e  r a t h e r  t h a n  t r a u m a t i c  f o r  

t h e  s t u d e n t .  He f u r t h e r  m a i n t a i n e d  t h a t  t h i s  r e q u i r e s  t h e  

c o l l e g e  t o  t a k e  an  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ’ s c u r r e n t  

s i t u a t i o n  and f u t u r e  l i f e  g o a l s .

Z O j a m e s  W. T r e n t  a nd  L e l a n d  L. M e d s k e r ,  B e y o n d  H i g h  
S c h o o l ;  A S t u d y  o f  10 ,000 High S c h o o l  G r a d u a t e s "  ( B e r k e l e y :  
C e n t e r  f o r  R e s e a r c h  on D e v e l o p m e n t  i n  H i g h e r  E d u c a t i o n ,  
1 9 6 8 ) ,  p.  1 26 .

21 Raymond  C. G i b s o n ,  The C h a l l e n g e  o f  L e a d e r s h i p  i n  
H i g h e r  E d u c a t i o n  ( D u b u q u e :  W i l l i a m  C. B ro wn  Co. ,  1 9 6 9 ) ,  p p .  
1- 3 6 2 .  '

^ ^ K o w a l s k i ,  o p .  c i t . ,  p .  7 .

^ ^ L a w r e n c e  A. P e r v i n ,  "The L a t e r  A c ad e m i c ,  V o c a t i o n ,  
and P e r s o n a l  S u c c e s s  o f  t h e  C o l l e g e  D r o p o u t s , "  The C o l l e g e  
D r o p o u t  and t h e  U t i l i z a t i o n  o f  T a l e n t  ( P r i n c e t o n :  P r i n c e t o n  
P r e s s , 1 9 6 6 ) ,  p .  3 7 .
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R e s e a r c h e r s  c o n t i n u e  t o  e x a m i n e  and e x p l a i n  p r o b l e m s  

wh ic h  c u l m i n a t e  i n  s t u d e n t  d e c i s i o n s  t o  d r o p o u t  o f  c o l l e g e .  

A v a s t  a m o u n t  o f  w a s t e d  t a l e n t  may r e s u l t  when  s t u d e n t s  

f o r s a k e  e d u c a t i o n a l  g o a l s  a nd  f a i l  t o  a v a i l  t h e m s e l v e s  o f  

p r e r e q u i s i t e  l e a r n i n g  f o r  " l i v i n g  and ma k i ng  a l i v i n g " .

The  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  wa s  i n t e n d e d  t o  i d e n t i f y  f a c t o r s  

w h i c h  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  a t t r i t i o n .  Once c o n t r i b u t i n g  f a c t o r s  t o  

a t t r i t i o n  a r e  i d e n t i f i e d ,  n e c e s s a r y  s t r a t e g i e s  c a n  be  

e m p l o y e d  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  r a t e  o f  a t t r i t i o n .  Some p o t e n t i a l  

r e s u l t s  o f  a d e c r e a s e  i n  a t t r i t i o n  i n c l u d e :  1) i n c r e a s e d

u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  a v a i l a b l e  s t u d e n t  t a l e n t ;  2)  i n c r e a s e d  

o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  s t u d e n t s  t o  d e v e l o p  a c a d e m i c  p o t e n t i a l  more  

f u l l y ;  3) i n c r e a s e d  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  o c c u p a t i o n a l  p r e p a r a t i o n  

by s t u d e n t s ;  4) i n c r e a s e d  s u p p l y  o f  s k i l l e d  manpower  t o  t h e  

f i e l d  o f  n u r s i n g ;  a n d ,  5)  i n c r e a s e d  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  s e l f -  

a c t u a l i z a t i o n  on t h e  p a r t  o f  s t u d e n t s .

S t a t e m e n t  o f  P u r p o s e

The  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  s t u d y  w a s  t o  d e t e r m i n e  s e l e c t e d  

d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  s t u d e n t s  who c o m p l e t e  t h e  A s s o c i a t e  Degr ee  i n  

N u r s i n g  a t  S e m i n o l e  J u n i o r  C o l l e g e  ( p e r s i s t e r s )  a s  c ompar ed  

t o  s t u d e n t s  who w e r e  a d m i t t e d  t o  t h e  n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m  a t  

S e m i n o l e  J u n i o r  C o l l e g e  b u t  f a i l e d  t o  c o m p l e t e  t h e  p r o g r a m  

( n o n p e r s i s t e r s ) .
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P u r s u a n t  t o  t h e  p u r p o s e  i n  t h e  s t u d y ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

r e s e a r c h  q u e s t i o n s  were  p o s e d :

1. Do s t u d e n t s  who c o m p l e t e  t h e  p r o g r a m  and 

t h o s e  who do n o t  c o m p l e t e  t h e  p r o g r a m  d i f f e r  

on t h e  b a s i s  o f  s e l e c t e d  s t u d e n t  d e m o g r a p h i c  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ?

2 .  Do s t u d e n t s  who c o m p l e t e  t h e  p r o g r a m  and  

t h o s e  who do n o t  c o m p l e t e  t h e  p r o g r a m  d i f f e r  

on  t h e  b a s i s  o f  i m p o r t a n c e  r a t i n g s  o f  

a c a d e m i c ,  e m p l o y m e n t ,  f i n a n c i a l ,  p e r s o n a l  

c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  p r o g r a m  r e l a t e d ,  f a m i l y  

r e l a t e d ,  c o m m u t e r ,  o r  s c h e d u l i n g  p r o b l e m s ?

3 .  Do s t u d e n t s  who c o m p l e t e  t h e  p r o g r a m  and 

t h o s e  who do n o t  c o m p l e t e  t h e  p r o g r a m  d i f f e r  

on t h e  b a s i s  o f  i m p o r t a n c e  r a t i n g s  o f  p e e r -  

g r o u p  i n t e r a c t i o n s ,  i n t e r a c t i o n s  w i t h  

f a c u l t y ,  f a c u l t y  c o n c e r n  f o r  s t u d e n t  

d e v e l o p m e n t  a nd  t e a c h i n g ,  a c a d e m i c  and  

i n t e l l e c t u a l  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  o r  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  

and g o a l  c o m m i t m e n t s ?

4 .  Do s t u d e n t s  who c o m p l e t e  t h e  p r o g r a m  and  

t h o s e  who do n o t  c o m p l e t e  t h e  p r o g r a m  d i f f e r  

on t h e  b a s i s  o f  A m e r i c a n  C o l l e g e  T e s t i n g  

s c o r e s ,  N e l s o n - D e n n y  R e a d i n g  L e v e l ,  g r a d e s  

o b t a i n e d  i n  s c i e n c e  c l a s s e s ,  a nd  o v e r a l l  

GPA?
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Summary

A v a i l a b l e  n a t i o n a l  r e s e a r c h  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  

p e r s i s t e n c e  o f  s t u d e n t s  i n  n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m s  o f  s t u d y  was  

l o w .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  c o l l e g e  r e c o r d s  a t  

S e m i n o l e  J u n i o r  C o l l e g e  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  many  s t u d e n t s  who 

e n r o l l e d  i n  t h e  n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m  o f  s t u d y  a t  t h e  c o l l e g e  

f a i l e d  t o  p e r s i s t  t o  t h e  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  an A s s o c i a t e  D e g r e e  

i n  N u r s i n g .

Many r e a s o n s  f o r  n o n p e r s i s t e n c e  a r e  a d v a n c e d  by 

r e s e a r c h  a u t h o r i t i e s .  The p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  r e s e a r c h  r e p o r t e d  

i n  t h i s  d o c u m e n t  i s  t o  d e f i n e  d i f f e r e n c e s  a n d / o r  l i k e n e s s e s  

w h ic h  e x i s t  b e t w e e n  p e r s i s t i n g  and n o n p e r s i s t i n g  s t u d e n t s  i n  

t h e  n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m  o f  s t u d y  a t  S e m i n o l e  J u n i o r  C o l l e g e .



CHAPTER II

REVIEW OF LITERATURE AND THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

I n t r o d u c t i o n

R e s e a r c h  c o n d u c t e d  s i n c e  t h e  1 9 3 0 ’ s i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  

a p p r o x i m a t e l y  50 p e r c e n t  o f  s t u d e n t s  e n t e r i n g  c o l l e g e s  and 

u n i v e r s i t i e s  do n o t  c o m p l e t e  d e g r e e  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  and t h u s  

do n o t  r e c e i v e  t h e i r  d i p l o m a s .

W h i l e  n o n c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h e  d i p l o m a  h a s  been  a m a j o r  

c o n c e r n  t o  a l l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  p o s t s e c o n d a r y  e d u c a t i o n ,  t h e  

f o c u s  o f  t h i s  r e v i e w  was  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  n o n p e r s i s t e n c e  i n  

j u n i o r  and c o m m u n i t y  c o l l e g e s  i n  g e n e r a l ,  and n o n p e r s i s t e n c e  

o f  s t u d e n t s  i n  n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m s  i n  p a r t i c u l a r .

T h e o r e t i c a l  Framework

T h e  T i n t o  M o d e l  o f  A t t r i t i o n ,  ̂ a s  d e p i c t e d  i n  

F i g u r e  1,  wa s  u s e d  a s  t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  f r a m e w o r k  i n  t h e  

s t u d y .  The mode l  p o s t u l a t e s  t h a t  c o l l e g e s  a r e  c o m p r i s e d  o f  

b o t h  s o c i a l  and a c a d e m i c  s y s t e m s  and t h a t  f o r  t h e  s t u d e n t  t o

1 V i n c e n t  T i n t o ,  " D r o p o u t  From H i g h e r  E d u c a t i o n :  A
T h e o r e t i c a l  S y n t h e s i s  o f  R e c e n t  R e s e a r c h , "  R e v i e w  o f  
E d u c a t i o n a l  R e s e a r c h  45 ( W i n t e r ,  1 9 7 5 ) : 8 9 - 1 2 5 .
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p e r s i s t ,  h e / s h e  m u s t  b e c o m e  I n t e g r a t e d  i n t o  b o t h  s y s t e m s .  

I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  f o r  a s t u d e n t  t o  be  i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o  o n e  o f  

t h e  s y s t e m s  and y e t  n o t  be i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  o t h e r  s y s t e m .  

A s t u d e n t  c a n  b e  i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  s o c i a l  s p h e r e  o f  t h e  

c o l l e g e  a n d  s t i l l  d r o p o u t  b e c a u s e  o f  i n s u f f i c i e n t  

i n t e g r a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  a c a d e m i c  d o m a i n  o f  t h e  c o l l e g e .  

C o n v e r s e l y ,  a s t u d e n t  may s u c c e e d  i n  t h e  a c a d e m i c  d o ma in  and 

s t i l l  d r o p o u t  b e c a u s e  o f  i n s u f f i c i e n t  i n t e g r a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  

s o c i a l  l i f e  o f  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n .

The m i n d - s e t  w h i c h  c u l m i n a t e s  i n  t h e  s t u d e n t  d r o p p i n g  

o u t  o f  c o l l e g e  s e e m s  t o  e x i s t  f o r  s om e  t i m e  b e f o r e  t h e  

s t u d e n t  a c t u a l l y  d r o p s  o u t .  T i n t o ^  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  d r o p p i n g  

o u t  o f  c o l l e g e  m i g h t  be v i e w e d  a s  a l o n g i t u d i n a l  p r o c e s s  o f  

i n t e r a c t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  a n d  t h e  a c a d e m i c  and  

s o c i a l  s y s t e m s  o f  t h e  c o l l e g e  d u r i n g  w h i c h  a p e r s o n ’ s 

e x p e r i e n c e  i n  t h o s e  s y s t e m s  ( a s  m e a s u r e d  by  h i s  n o r m a t i v e  

and s t r u c t u a l  i n t e g r a t i o n )  c o n t i n u a l l y  m o d i f y  h i s  g o a l s  and 

i n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o m m i t m e n t  i n  ways w h i ch  l e a d  t o  p e r s i s t e n c e  

o r  t o  n o n p e r s i s t e n c e .

T i n t o ^  f u r t h e r  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l s  e n t e r  

i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  w i t h  a v a r i e t y  o f  

a t t r i b u t e s  ( e .  g . , r a c e ,  a b i l i t y ) ,  p r e c o l l e g e  e x p e r i e n c e s  

( e . g . ,  g r a d e  p o i n t  a v e r a g e s ,  a c a d e m i c ,  a n d  s o c i a l  

a t t a i n m e n t s )  a n d  f a m i l y  b a c k g r o u n d s  ( e .  g . , s o c i a l  s t a t u s

^ I b i d . ,  p . 9 4 .

3 l b i d . ,  p .  9 4 .



16

a t t r i b u t e s ,  v a l u e  c l i m a t e s ,  e x p e c t a t i o n a l  c l i m a t e s ) ,  e a c h  o f  

w h i c h  may h a v e  a d i r e c t  and  i n d i r e c t  i m p a c t  u p o n  s t u d e n t  

p e r f o r m a n c e  i n  c o l l e g e .  More i m p o r t a n t ,  t h e s e  b a c k g r o u n d s ,  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  a n d  a t t r i b u t e s  a l s o  i n f l u e n c e  t h e  

d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  e x p e c t a t i o n s  and c o m m i t m e n t s  

t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  b r i n g s  i n t o  t h e  c o l l e g e  e n v i r o n m e n t .

I n  a s u m m a r y  o f  h i s  m o d e l  o f  a t t r i t i o n ,  T i n t o  s t a t e d ,  

" . . . g i v e n  i n d i v i d u a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  p r i o r  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  and 

c o m m i t m e n t s ,  i t  i s  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ’ s i n t e g r a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  

a c a d e m i c  a n d  s o c i a l  s y s t e m s  o f  t h e  c o l l e g e  t h a t  m o s t  

d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e s  t o  c o n t i n u a n c e  i n  t h a t  c o l l e g e . " ^

S t u d e n t  A t t r i t i o n  Review;  G e n e r a l

S u m m e r s k i l l i n  a m a j o r  s y n t h e s i s  o f  a t t r i t i o n  

r e s e a r c h ,  r e v i e w e d  a m y r i a d  o f  e a r l i e r  s t u d i e s .  The r e v i e w  

i n c l u d e d  t h i r t y - f i v e  d i f f e r e n t  a t t r i t i o n  s t u d i e s  whi ch  were  

c o n d u c t e d  t h r o u g h o u t  v a r i o u s  c o l l e g e s  f r o m  1913 t o  1 9 6 2 .  

The  f i n d i n g s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  A m e r i c a n  c o l l e g e s ,  on t h e  

a v e r a g e ,  l o s e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  o n e - h a l f  o f  t h e i r  s t u d e n t s  p r i o r  

t o  t h e  t i m e  o f  g r a d u a t i o n .  The  m a j o r  c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e  

S u m m e r s k i l l  r e v i e w  was i n  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  t h a t  m o s t  r e s e a r c h  

h a d  b e e n  c a r r i e d - o u t  on i n s t i t u t i o n a l  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  

f a c t o r s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  s t u d e n t  d r o p o u t s ,  w i t h  m i n i m a l

^ I b i d . ,  p .  96 .

^ J .  S u m m e r s k i l l ,  "D r o p o u t s  f r om C o l l e g e ," N. S a n f o r d  
(Ed . ) ,  The A m e r i c a n  C o l l e g e  (New York:  W i l e y ,  1962) ,  p. 630.
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a t t e n t i o n  p r o v i d e d  t o  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  o r  s o c i o l o g i c a l  

p r o c e s s e s  t h a t  a r e  p r o n e  t o  s p u r  a t t r i t i o n  r a t e s .

A c o m p r e h e n s i v e  and s i g n i f i c a n t  s t u d y  by Ast in& i n  a 

f o u r - y e a r  f o l l o w - u p  o f  t h e  c l a s s  o f  1 97 0  i n  b o t h  t w o -  and  

f o u r - y e a r  c o l l e g e s  a c r o s s  t h e  n a t i o n ,  f o u n d  t h a t  communi t y  

c o l l e g e s  t e n d e d  t o  e x p e r i e n c e  h i g h e r  r a t e s  o f  d r o p o u t  t h a n  

d i d  f o u r - y e a r  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  A s t i n  found t h i s  

d i f f e r e n c e  t o  be  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  l o w e r  s t u d e n t  m o t i v a t i o n  

and a c a d e m i c  p r e p a r a t i o n .  T h o r n t o n ?  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  

one  h a l f  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  e n t e r i n g  c o m m u n i t y  c o l l e g e s  d r o p p e d  

o u t  p r i o r  t o  c o m p l e t i o n .  T h o r n t o n  f o u n d  t h a t  t h i s  

c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  s h a t t e r i n g  o f  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  g o a l  o f  a 

u n i v e r s a l  p o s t  h i g h  s c h o o l  e d u c a t i o n  f o r  i n t e r e s t e d  

s t u d e n t s .  T r e n t  a n d  M e d s k a r , ^  i n  a s t u d y  w h i c h  i n c l u d e d  

c om m u n i t y  c o l l e g e s ,  c o n f i r m e d  t h a t  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  50 p e r c e n t  

o f  e n t e r i n g  f r e s h m e n  d r o p p e d  o u t  p r i o r  t o  t h e  s o p h o m o r e  

y e a r .

A summary  o f  a t t r i t i o n  s t u d i e s  a t  S a n t a  Fe Communi ty 

C o l l e g e ,  F l o r i d a  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  t h e  m o s t  common r e a s o n s  g i v e n  

f o r  n o n p e r s i s t e n c e  i n  c o l l e g e  w er e  f i n a n c i a l ,  p e r s o n a l ,  o r

^ A l e x a n d e r  w"j A s t i n ,  P r e d i c t i n g  Ac ade mi c  P e r f o r m a n c e  
i n  C o l l e g e  (New York;  The F r e e  P r e s s ,  1971) ,  PP^ 2 3- 3 1 .

? J .  W. T h o r n t o n ,  The C o m m u n i t y  C o l l e g e  (New Y o r k :  
John  Wi l e y  and S o n s ,  I n c . ^  1 9 6 6 ) ,  p p .  1 5 5 - 5 6 .

B j a m e s  W. T r e n t  a n d  L e l a n d  L. M e d s k a r ,  Beyond  H i g h  
S c h o o l  ( B e r k e l e y :  C e n t e r  f o r  R e s e a r c h  a n d  D e v e l o p m e n t  i n
H i g h e r  E d u c a t i o n ,  1 9 6 8 ) ,  pp .  7 8 - 8 1 .
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e m p l o y m e n t  r e l a t e d . 9 B o s s o n  a n d  B u r n e t t ^ * ^  f o u n d  t h a t  

s t u d e n t s  i n  l o w e r  s o c i o e c o n o m i c  c l a s s e s  we r e  more  l i k e l y  t o  

d r o p  o u t  o f  c o l l e g e  t h a n  t h e i r  more  p r i v i l e g e d  c l a s s m a t e s .

C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  P e r s i s t e r s  and N o n p e r s i s t e r s

S u m m e r s k i l l ^ ^  i d e n t i f i e d  b i o l o g i c a l  a n d  s o c i a l ,  

a c a d e m i c ,  m o t i v a t i o n a l ,  a d j u s t m e n t ,  i l l n e s s  and i n j u r y ,  and 

f i n a n c i a l  f a c t o r s  a s  c o n t r i b u t o r s  t o  n o n p e r s i s t e n c e .  

A c c o r d i n g  t o  T i n t o , 12 o f  a l l  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  r e l a t e d  t o  

n o n p e r s i s t e n c e ,  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  p e r t a i n  t o  f a m i l y  a nd  

i n d i v i d u a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  p r e c o l l e g e  e d u c a t i o n ,  and  

s t u d e n t  e x p e c t a t i o n s  o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  s u c c e s s .

D e mo gr ap h i c  F a c t o r s

Age a t  e n t e r i n g  c o l l e g e . G e n e r a l l y ,  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e

i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  a g e ,  i n  i t s e l f ,  d i d  n o t  a f f e c t

^A.  B r o m l e y ,  Two A t t r i t i o n  S t u d i e s  a t  S a n t a  Fe  
Communi ty  C o l l e g e  ( G a i n s v i l l e ,  F l o r i d a :  S a n t a  Fe Communi ty
C o l l e g e ,  1972) .

I ^ D o r i s  S. Bosson  and C. W. B u r n e t t ,  "What  Happens  t o  
t h e  W i t h d r a w a l  S t u d e n t , "  J u n i o r  C o l l e g e  J o u r n a l  ( J u n e  
1 9 7 0 ) : 3 4 .

I l s u m m e r s k i l l ,  o p . c i t . ,  p p .  6 3 1 - 6 4 7 .

I ^ T i n t o ,  o p .  c i t . ,  p .  99 .



19

n o n p e r s i s t e n c e .  H o w e v e r ,  P i e r s o n ^ ^  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  o l d e r  

s t u d e n t s  e n c o u n t e r e d  m o r e  o b s t a c l e s ,  s u c h  a s  p e r s o n a l  o r  

f i n a n c i a l  p r o b l e m s ,  i n  p u r s u i n g  e d u c a t i o n a l  g o a l s  t h a n  d i d  

y o u n g e r  s t u d e n t s .

Se x . R e s e a r c h  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  men and women t e n d e d  t o  

w i t h d r a w  a t  a b o u t  t h e  s a m e  r a t e .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  r e a s o n s  f o r  

w i t h d r a w i n g  may be d i f f e r e n t .  The e v i d e n c e  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  

n o n a c a d e m i c  r e a s o n s  a r e  m o s t  o f t e n  g i v e n  f o r  f e m a l e  

n o n p e r s i s t e n c e .  S u m m e r s k i l l ^ ^  r e p o r t e d  t h e  p r i m a r y  c a u s e  o f  

f e m a l e  n o n p e r s i s t e n c e  t o  be m a r r i a g e .  C o n v e r s e l y ,  s t u d i e s  

by  A s t i n ^ S  a nd  C o p e ^ ^  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  s e x  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  

a p p e a r e d  t o  b e  r e l a t e d  t o  p e r s i s t e n c e  i n  t h a t  a h i g h e r  

p r o p o r t i o n  o f  men f i n i s h e d  c o l l e g e  d e g r e e  p r o g r a m s  t h a n  d i d  

women. However ,  a g r e a t e r  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  women who d r o p p e d  

o u t  t e n d e d  t o  do s o  v o l u n t a r i l y  r a t h e r  t h a n  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  

a c a d e m i c  d i s m i s s a l s .

Hometown l o c a t i o n  and s i z e . R e s e a r c h  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  

hometown l o c a t i o n  and s i z e  we r e  f a c t o r s  w h i c h  may c o n t r i b u t e  

t o  n o n p e r s i s t e n c e  o f  c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s .  The s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f

T^Rowland R. P i e r s o n ,  "Age V e r s u s  Ac ademi c  S u c c e s s  i n  
C o l l e g e  S t u d e n t s , "  S c h o o l  and S o c i e t y  ( A u g u s t  1948) :9%-95 .

^ ^ S u m m e r s k i l l ,  o p .  c i t . ,  p p .  6 3 1 - 6 3 3 -

I ^ A l e x a n d e r  W. A s t i n ,  " C o l l e g e  D r o p o u t s ;  A N a t i o n a l  
P r o f i l e , "  ACE R e s e a r c h  R e p o r t s  7 ( F e b r u a r y  1 9 7 2 ) : 1 - 4 9 .

 ̂^ R o b e r t  G. Cope e t  a l . ,  "An I n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  E n t r a n c e  
C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  R e l a t e d  t o  Types  o f  C o l l e g e  D r o p o u t s , "  F i n a l  
R e p o r t  (May 1 9 7 2 ) .

1 ? W i l l i a m  G. Spady ,  " D r o p o u t s  f r om H i g h e r  E d u c a t i o n :  
Toward an E m p e r i c a l  Mo d e l , "  I n t e r c h a n g e  2 ( 1 9 7 1 ) : 3 8 - 6 2 .
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s i z e  and l o c a t i o n  p e r  s e  r a i s e d  q u e s t i o n s  i n  t h a t  t h e r e  were  

d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  s c h o o l s ,  K - 1 2 ,  i n  v a r i o u s  

s i z e d  c i t i e s  and t o w n s .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  c u l t u r a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  

d i f f e r e d  a m o n g  c i t i e s  a n d  t o w n s .  B e c a u s e  o f  t h e s e  

e n v i r o n m e n t a l  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  s t u d e n t s  f r o m  d i v e r s e  a r e a s  

d i f f e r e d  b o t h  c u l t u r a l l y  and  e d u c a t i o n a l l y .  A t t r i t i o n  

o c c u r e d  when  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  c o l l e g e  a nd  h o m e t o w n  

e n v i r o n m e n t s  r e s u l t e d  i n  e d u c a t i o n a l  a n d / o r  c u l t u r a l  

i n c o m p a t a b i l i t y .

P r e c o l l e g e  s c h o o l i n g . S e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l  g r a d e s  were  

g e n e r a l l y  r e c o g n i z e d  a s  t h e  s t r o n g e r  p r e d i c t o r s  f o r  s t u d e n t  

s u c c e s s  i n  c o l l e g e .  S u m m e r s k i l l ^ ^  f o u n d  t h a t  c o l l e g e  

n o n p e r s i s t e r s  h a d  l o w e r  g r a d e  p o i n t  a v e r a g e s  i n  s e c o n d a r y  

s c h o o l s  t h a n  d i d  p e r s i s t e r s .  A s t i n   ̂ 9 r e p o r t e d  t h a t  

p e r f o r m a n c e  i n  h i g h  s c h o o l  a s  m e a s u r e d  by g r a d e  a v e r a g e  o r  

r a n k  i n  c l a s s  c o u l d  be  u s e d  a s  a p r e d i c t o r  o f  f u t u r e  c o l l e g e  

p e r s i s t e n c e .  N e l s o n ^ ^  f u r t h e r  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l s  w e r e  i m p o r t a n t  i n  t h e  

d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  s t u d e n t ' s  m o t i v a t i o n ,  a s p i r a t i o n s ,  and  

e x p e c t a t i o n s  f o r  c o l l e g e  e d u c a t i o n .

^ ^ S u m m e r s k i l l ,  o p .  c i t . ,  p p .  6 3 4 - 6 3 5 .

I ^ A l e x a n d e r  W. A s t i n ,  P r e d i c t i n g  Ac ade mi c  P e r f o r m a n c e  
i n  C o l l e g e  (New York :  F r e e  P r e s s ,  1971) .

2 0 j .  N e l s o n ,  "High  S c ho o l  C o n t e x t  and C o l l e g e  P l a n s :  
The  I m p a c t  o f  S o c i a l  S t r u c t u r e  on A s p i r a t i o n s , "  A m e r i c a n  
S o c i o l o g i c a l  Revi ew 37 ( 1 9 7 2 ) : 1 4 3 - 1 4 8 .
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S c h o l a s t i c  A p t i t u d e . S e w e l l  a nd  S h a h ^ l  f o u n d  t h a t  

m e a s u r e d  a b i l i t y  was a l m o s t  t w i c e  a s  i m p o r t a n t  i n  a c c o u n t i n g  

f o r  c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t  n o n p e r s i s t e n c e  a s  was t h e  s o c i a l  s t a t u s  

o f  t h e  f a m i l y .  When c ompar ed  w i t h  m e a s u r e s  o f  a b i l i t y ,  a s  

r e p o r t e d  on  s t a n d a r d i z e d  t e s t s ,  h i g h  s c h o o l  g r a d e  

p e r f o r m a n c e  t e n d e d  t o  be  a b e t t e r  p r e d i c t o r  o f  s t u d e n t  

s u c c e s s  i n  c o l l e g e . 22 i n  s i x t e e n  o f  n i n e t e e n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  

on t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b e t w e e n  s c h o l a s t i c  a p t i t u d e  and c o l l e g e  

s t u d e n t  n o n p e r s i s t e n c e ,  r e s e a r c h  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  s c o r e s  were  

l o w e r  f o r  t h e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s .  H o w e v e r ,  n o t  a l l  c a s e s  w e r e  

s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  a n d  s u b s t a n t i a l  e v i d e n c e  

i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  a t t r i t i o n  m i g h t  b e  r e d u c e d  by  r a i s i n g  

e n t r a n c e  s c o r e s .

Academi c  P e r f o r m a n c e  i n  C o l l e g e . C o l l e g e  g r a d e s  were  

f o u n d  t o  be  i m p o r t a n t  d e t e r m i n a n t s  o f  c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t  

n o n p e r s i s t e n c e .  N u m e r o u s  s t u d i e s  o n  g r a d e s  a n d  

n o n p e r s i s t e n c e  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  a s i g n i f i c a n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

e x i s t e d  b e t w e e n  c o l l e g e  g r a d e s  e a r n e d  a n d  s t u d e n t  

p e r s i s t e n c e .  M o r e o v e r ,  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  o n e - t h i r d  o f  c o l l e g e  

n o n p e r s i s t e n c e  was  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  a t t a i n m e n t  o f  p o o r  

g r a d e s .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  l o w  g r a d e s  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  

c o l l e g e  w o r k  w e r e  h i g h l y  p r e d i c t i v e  o f  n o n p e r s i s t e n c e  o f

2^W. S e w e l l  a nd  V. S h a h ,  " S o c i o e c o n o m i c  S t a t u s ,  
I n t e l l i g e n c e ,  a n d  t h e  A t t a i n m e n t  o f  H i g h e r  E d u c a t i o n , "  
S o c i o l o g y  o f  E d u c a t i o n  40 ( W i n t e r  1976) :  1-23.

2 2 A s t i n ,  o p .  c i t . , p .  25
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s t u d e n t s .  W hi t e ^S  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  u s e  o f  f i r s t  s e m e s t e r  g r a d e  

p o i n t  a v e r a g e s  a s  i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r s  f o r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  

p o t e n t i a l  n o n p e r s i s t e r s .  R e s e a r c h  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  l o w e r  

t h e  g r a d e  p o i n t  a v e r a g e ,  t h e  more  l i k e l y  a s t u d e n t  c o u l d  be 

p r e d i c t e d  t o  d r o p  o u t .

M o t i v a t i o n . The a b s e n c e  o f  m o t i v a t i o n a l  f o r c e s  s u c h  

a s  a p p r o p r i a t e  g o a l s  and i n t e r e s t  w er e  shown t o  a c c o u n t  f o r  

a s i g n i f i c a n t  number  o f  d r o p o u t s . M o s t  s t u d i e s  t y p i c a l l y  

a t t r i b u t e d  s t u d e n t  a t t r i t i o n  t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r e a s o n s ;  l a c k  

o f  i n t e r e s t  i n  c o l l e g e ,  l a c k  o f  i n t e r e s t  i n  s t u d i e s ,  

m a r r i a g e ,  j o b  t r a n s f e r ,  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e ,  and e m pl o y me n t .

B l a i r s  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  m o t i v a t i o n a l  l e v e l s  were  l o w e r  

f o r  j u n i o r  c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s .  A l t h o u g h  h i s  s t u d y  w a s  

s p e c u l a t i v e ,  i t  n o t e d  t h a t  a d d i t i o n a l  e f f o r t  was n ee de d  t o  

u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t ' s  r e a s o n s  f o r  

p e r s i s t e n c e  o r  n o n p e r s i s t e n c e .

E x t r a n e o u s  f a c t o r s  g i v e  i m p e t u s  t o  c h a n g e  o r  c a u s e  

c o n f l i c t  w h i c h  a f f e c t  s t u d e n t  m o t i v a t i o n .  E x t r a n e o u s  

f a c t o r s  i n c l u d e d  m a r r i a g e ,  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e ,  i l l n e s s  o r

2 3 j a m e s  H. W h i t e ,  " I n d i v i d u a l  a nd  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  
F a c t o r s  A s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  F r e s h m a n  A t t r i t i o n  a t  a M u l t i - C a m p u s  
C o m m u n i t y  C o l l e g e "  (Ed.D.  d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  G e o r g e  W a s h i n g t o n  
U n i v e r s i t y ,  1972) ,  pp.  2 2 - 2 3 .

^ ^ H a r r y  A r t h u r  S t a f f o r d ,  " D r o p o u t s  i n  t h e  F l o r i d a  
C o m m u n i t y  C o l l e g e s :  A S t a t e w i d e  F o l l o w - u p  S t u d y "  (Ed .D.
d i s s e r a t i o n .  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  F l o r i d a ,  1974) ,  p.  19

Z ^ B o r i s  B l a i ,  J r ,  Two-Year  C o l l e g e  D r o p o u t s — Why Do 
T h e y  L e a v e ?  Who A r e  T h e y ?  How Many?  ( B r y n  Mowr ,  P e n n . :  
Harcum J u n i o r  C o l l e g e ,  1972) ,  pi TYI
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d e a t h  i n  t h e  f a m i l y ,  o r  j o b  t r a n s f e r .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  J o n e s  

and D e n n i s o n , 2 6  t h e  c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t  i s  h i g h l y  r e s p o n s i v e  t o  

p s y c h o l o g i c a l  and s o c i o l o g i c a l  f o r c e s .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  l a c k  

o f  i n t e r e s t ,  f i n a n c e s ,  h e a l t h ,  a c a d e m i c  p r o b l e m s ,  m o v i n g  

f r om t h e  a r e a ,  f a m i l y  p r o b l e m s ,  and m a r r i a g e  we r e  c i t e d  a s  

r e a s o n s  f o r  n o n p e r s i s t e n c e .

A d j u s t m e n t . P e r s o n a l ,  e m o t i o n a l ,  a n d  s o c i a l  

a d j u s t m e n t s  w e r e  f o u n d  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t  

n o n p e r s i s t e n c e .  A d d i t i o n a l  s t u d y  ma y  b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  

d e t e r m i n e  t h e  e x t e n t  t o  w h i c h  t h e s e  f a c t o r s  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  

n o n p e r s i s t e n c e .27

I l l n e s s  and I n j u r y .  R e s e a r c h  s t u d i e s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  

on t h e  a v e r a g e ,  m e d i c a l  r e a s o n s  w e r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  e i g h t  

p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  d r o p o u t s .  J o n e s  a n d  D e n n i s o n 2 8  f o u n d  t h a t  

i l l n e s s  a n d  i n j u r y  w e r e  r e l a t i v e l y  m i n o r  c o n t r i b u t o r s  t o  

n o n p e r s i s t e n c e .

F i n a n c e s . S u m m e r s k i l l 2 9  f o u n d  p e r s o n a l  f i n a n c i a l

d i f f i c u l t y  t o  b e  o n e  o f  t h r e e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r s

c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  a t t r i t i o n .  Some d e g r e e  o f  c a u t i o n  m u s t  be

t a k e n  i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  p e r s o n a l  f i n a n c e  f a c t o r  b e c a u s e

r e s e a r c h  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  some s t u d e n t s  u s e  t h i s  a s  t h e  s t a t e d  
  -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

^ " G o r d o n  J o n e s  a nd  J o h n  D. D e n n i s o n ,  A C o m p a r a t i v e  
S t u d y  o f  P e r s i s t e r s  a n d  N o n p e r s i s t e r  C o l l e g e  S t u d e n t s  
( V a n c o u v e r ,  B. C.: V a n c o u v e r  C i t y  C o l l e g e ,  1 9 7 2 ) ,  p .  6 j .

2 7 s u m m e r s k i l l , o p . c i t . p p . 6 4 3 - 6 4 5 .

2 8 j o n e s  and D e n n i s o n ,  o p .  c i t . ,  p .  68 .

2 9 s u m m e r s k i l l ,  o p . c i t . ,  pp .  6 3 1 - 6 4 7 .
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r e a s o n  f o r  d r o p p i n g  o u t  when  i t  i s  a s s u m e d  t o  be  m o r e  

a c c e p t a b l e  t h a n  l a c k  o f  m o t i v a t i o n  o r  a b i l i t y .  S t a f f o r d , 3^ 

l i s t e d  t h e  " s o c i a l l y  a c c e p t a b l e "  f a c t o r  a s  o n e  o f  t h e  

l e a d i n g  a t t r i b u t e s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  n o n p e r s i s t e n c e  a s  r e l a t e d  

t o  p e r s o n a l  f i n a n c e .  R e s e a r c h  by  J o n e s  and  D e n n i s o n ^ l  

c o n c u r r e d  w i t h  t h e  f i n d i n g s  o f  S u m m e r s k i l l .

S o c i o e c o n o m i c  f a c t o r s

S o c i o e c o n o m i c  f a c t o r s  w e r e  f o u n d  t o  be  p o s i t i v e l y  

c o r r e l a t e d  w i t h  s t u d e n t  p e r s i s t e n c e .  T h e  f a m i l y  

s o c i o e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s  a p p e a r e d  t o  b e  i n v e r s e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  

n o n p e r s i s t e n c e  a n d ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  c h i l d r e n  f r o m  h i g h e r  

s t a t u s  f a m i l i e s  e x h i b i t e d  l o w e r  r a t e s  o f  n o n p e r s i s t e n c e  t h a n  

d i d  c h i l d r e n  o f  l o w e r  s t a t u s  f a m i l i e s  e ven  when c o n t r o l l i n g

f o r  i n t e l l i g e n c e . 32

An a t t r i t i o n  m o d e l  s u g g e s t e d  b y  S e w e l l ,  H a l l e r ,  a n d  

O h l e n d o r f 3 3  p r o p o s e d  t h a t  p r e d e t e r m i n e d  s o c i a l ,  s t r u c t u r a l ,  

and p s y c h o l o g i c a l  f a c t o r s ,  d e f i n e d  a s  s o c i o e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s  

and m e n t a l  a b i l i t y ,  a f f e c t  t h e  y o u t h ’s  a c a d e m i c  p e r f o r m a n c e  

an d  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  t h a t  s i g n i f i c a n t  o t h e r s  h a v e  on h i m .

3 * ^ S t a f f o r d ,  op c i t . ,  p .  21

31 J o n e s  and D e n n i s o n ,  o p .  c i t . ,  p .  49 .

3 ^ S e w e l l  and Shah ,  o p .  c i t . ,  p p .  1 - 2 3 .

3 3 w i l l i a m  H. S e w e l l ,  A r c h i b a l d  0.  H a l l e r ,  and George  
W. O h l e n d o r f ,  "The E d u c a t i o n a l  and E a r l y  O c c u p a t i o n a l  S t a t u s  
A t t a i n m e n t  P r o c e s s :  R e p l i c a t i o n  a n d  R e v i s i o n , "  A m e r i c a n
S o c i o l o g i c a l  Revi ew 35 (December  1 9 7 0 ) : 1 0 1 5 .
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A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  o t h e r s ,  and p o s s i b l y  h i s  own 

a b i l i t y ,  a f f e c t e d  t h e  s t u d e n t ' s  l e v e l  o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  and  

o c c u p a t i o n a l  a s p i r a t i o n s .  Mo r e o ve r ,  t h e  l e v e l s  o f  s t u d e n t  

a s p i r a t i o n  a f f e c t e d  e d u c a t i o n a l  a nd  o c c u p a t i o n a l  s t a t u s  

a t t a i n m e n t  by means  o f  i n t e r v e n i n g  b e h a v i o r  m e c h a n i s m s .

F a m i l y  B a c k g r o u n d . T i n t o ^ ^  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  

l i k e l i h o o d  o f  an  i n d i v i d u a l  d r o p p i n g  o u t  o f  c o l l e g e  was  

r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  f a m i l y .  A c co r d i n g  t o  

S e w e l l 3 5  i n  a s t u d y  o f  9 , 0 0 0  r a n d o m l y  s e l e c t e d  h i g h  s c h o o l  

s t u d e n t s ,  c h i l d r e n  f r o m  l o w e r  s t a t u s  f a m i l i e s  e x h i b i t e d  

h i g h e r  r a t e s  o f  d r o p o u t  t h a n  d i d  c h i l d r e n  o f  h i g h e r  s t a t u s  

f a m i l i e s ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  i n t e l l i g e n c e .  P a r e n t a l  i n c o m e ,  

f a t h e r ' s  a nd  m o t h e r ' s  e d u c a t i o n a l  a t t a i n m e n t ,  and  f a t h e r ' s  

o c c u p a t i o n  w er e  u s e d  i n  t h e  s t u d y .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  eno rmous  

d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  e d u c a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t y  w e r e  f o u n d  t o  be  

p r e s e n t  b e t w e e n  v a r i o u s  s o c i o e c o n o m i c  g r o u p s .  S e w e l l ^ ^  

f o u n d  t h a t  d i f f e r e n c e s  w e r e  g r e a t  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e  

s o c i o e c o n o m i c  i n d i c e s  u s e d  a n d  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  how 

r e s t r i c t i v e l y  o r  b r o a d l y  o p p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  

was d e f i n e d ;  w h e t h e r  o p p o r t u n i t y  was d e f i n e d  t o  mean c o l l e g e  

e n t r y ,  c o l l e g e  g r a d u a t i o n ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l  o r  g r a d u a t e  s t u d y ,

^ ^ T i n t o .  O P  c i t . .  p .  9~9̂

^ ^ W i l l i a m  H. S e w e l l ,  " I n e q u a l i t y  o f  O p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  
H i g h e r  E d u c a t i o n , "  A m e r i c a n  S o c i o l o g i c a l  R e v i e w  36 
( O c t o b e r  1 9 7 1 ) : 7 9 4 .  ~

3 6 i b i d . ,  p .  7 9 4 .
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o r  s i m p l y  c o n t i n u a t i o n  i n  a n y  k i n d  o f  f o r m a l  e d u c a t i o n  

beyond  h i g h  s c h o o l .

F a m i l y  C o m m i t m e n t . A c c o r d i n g  t o  H a c k m a n  a n d  

D y s i n g e r , 3 7  t h e  c o m m i t m e n t  o f  a s t u d e n t  and h i s  p a r e n t s  t o  

t h e  a t t a i n m e n t  o f  a c o l l e g e  e d u c a t i o n  was  an i m p o r t a n t  

f a c t o r  i n  t h e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  s t u d e n t  p e r s i s t e n c e  d u r i n g  

t h e  f r e s h m a n  y e a r  o f  c o l l e g e .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  s t u d e n t  home 

a nd  f a m i l y  w e r e  f o u n d  t o  be  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  i n  t h e  

d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t  r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  c o l l e g e  

e x p e r i e n c e .

S t u d e n t  C o m m i t m e n t  a nd  G o a l s . A s t u d y  by  A s t i n , 38 

i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  s t u d e n t s  who d r o p p e d  o u t  o f  c o l l e g e  t e n d e d  t o  

come f r om l o w e r  s o c i o e c o n o m i c  b a c k g r o u n d ,  had  l o w e r  r a n k s  i n  

h i g h  s c h o o l ,  p l a n n e d  i n i t i a l l y  t o  g e t  l o w e r  c o l l e g e  d e g r e e s ,  

a nd  a p p l i e d  f o r  r e l a t i v e l y  f e w e r  s c h o l a r s h i p s  t h a n  d i d  

s t u d e n t s  who p e r s i s t .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  r e s e a r c h  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  

n o n p e r s i s t e r s  t e n d e d  t o  be  m o r e  a l o o f ,  s e l f - c e n t e r e d ,  and  

a s s e r t i v e  t h a n  p e r s i s t e r s .

3 7 J .  R i c h a r d  H a c k m a n  a n d  W e n d e l l  S.  D y s i n g e r ,  
" R e s e a r c h  N o t e s :  C o m m i t m e n t  t o  C o l l e g e  a s  a F a c t o r  i n
S t u d e n t  A t t r i t i o n , "  S o c i o l o g y  o f  E d u c a t i o n  43 (Summer  
1 9 7 0 ) : 3 1 1 .

3 8 A l e x a n d e r  W. A s t i n ,  T h e  C o l l e g e  E n v i r o n m e n t  
( W a s h i n g t o n ,  D. C. : The  A m e r i c a n  C o u n c i l  on E d u c a t i o n ,
1 9 6 8 ) ,  p.  2 1 9 .
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A s t u d y  by  M a r k s 3 9  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  

d e m o n s t r a t e d  l o w e r  a b i l i t y ,  p o o r e r  h i g h  s c h o o l  p e r f o r m a n c e ,  

and l o w e r  mean f i r s t  t e r m  Gr ade  P o i n t  Ave r age  (GPA) t h a n  d i d  

p e r s i s t e r s .  M o r e o v e r ,  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  was t h a t  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  

p o o r  h i g h  s c h o o l  p r e p a r a t i o n  o r  l o w  s c h o l a s t i c  a p t i t u d e  

e x p e r i e n c e d  h i g h e r  i n c i d e n c e  o f  c o l l e g e  w i t h d r a w a l .

A s t u d y  by Coker^O r e p o r t e d  t h a t ,  b a s e d  on s c h o l a s t i c  

a p t i t u d e ,  p e r s i s t i n g  s t u d e n t s  t e n d e d  t o  a c h i e v e  

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  h i g h e r  mean  s c o r e s  on a l l  s u b s c a l e s  o f  t h e  

A m e r i c a n  C o l l e g e  T e s t i n g  P r o g r a m  (ACT.) t h a n  d i d  e i t h e r  o f  

t w o  n o n p e r s i s t i n g  s u b g r o u p s  ( a c a d e m i c  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  and  

n o n a c a d e m i c  n o n p e r s i s t e r s ) .

S o c i a l  I n t e g r a t i o n . T i n t o ^ ^  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  

i n d i v i d u a l  d e c i s i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  p e r s i s t e n c e  i n  c o l l e g e  may be 

a f f e c t e d  by a p e r s o n ' s  i n t e g r a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  s o c i a l  s y s t e m  o f  

t h e  c o l l e g e .  S o c i a l  i n t e g r a t i o n  o c c u r s  p r i m a r i l y  t h r o u g h  

i n f o r m a l  p e e r  g r o u p  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  s e m i f o r m a l  e x t r a c u r r i c u l a r  

a c t i v i t i e s ,  and i n t e r a c t i o n  w i t h  f a c u l t y  and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  

p e r s o n n e l  o f  t h e  c o l l e g e .

S^ Edmond  M a r k s ,  " S t u d e n t  P e r c e p t i o n s  o f  C o l l e g e  
P e r s i s t e n c e ,  a n d  t h e i r  I n t e l l e c t i v e ,  P e r s o n a l i t y  a n d  
P e r f o r m a n c e  C o r r e l a t e s , "  J o u r n a l  o f  E d u c a t i o n a l  P s y c h o l o g y  
58 ( 1 9 6 ? ) : 2 2 0 .

^^ Da v i d  L. Co k e r ,  D i v e r s i t y  o f  I n t e l l e c t i v e  and Non- 
I n t e l l e c t i v e  C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  B e t w e e n  P e r s i s t i n g  a n d  Non-  
P e r s i s t i n g  S t u d e n t s  Among Campuses  ( W a s h i n g t o n ,  D% CTT HEW I 
” 9 0 8 5 7  p .  10 0.  ---------- -------------------

^ ^ T i n t o ,  o p . c i t . ,  p .  107.
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A t t r i t i o n  o f  S t u d e n t s  i n  N u r s i n g  P r o g r a ms

A t t r i t i o n  o f  n u r s i n g  s t u d e n t s  i s  a c h r o n i c  c o n c e r n  t o  

t h o s e  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n .  A s t u d y  by  L e v i t t ^ ^  e t  

a l . ,  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  a s  many  a s  o n e - t h i r d  o f  a l l  s t u d e n t s  

a d m i t t e d  t o  n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m s  o f  s t u d y  f a i l e d  t o  c o m p l e t e  t h e  

p r o g r a m .  T a t e ^ 3  r e p o r t e d ,  i n  a s t u d y  c o m p l e t e d  f o r  t h e  

N a t i o n a l  L e a g u e  o f  N u r s i n g ,  t h a t  f o r  73  n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m s  

a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  c o l l e g e s  a nd  u n i v e r s i t i e s  t h e  a v e r a g e  

d r o p o u t  r a t e  was 44 p e r c e n t .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  f o r  864 n u r s i n g  

p r o g r a m s  w h i c h  o f f e r e d  a d i p l o m a  upon c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t r a i n i n g  

r a t h e r  t h a n  a c o l l e g e  d e g r e e ,  t h e  r a t e  o f  n o n p e r s i s t e n c e  was 

3 0 . 5  p e r c e n t .  V a u g h n ^ ^  f o u n d  t h a t  t h e  g r a d u a t i o n  r a t e  was  

on t h e  d e c l i n e  b e c a u s e  f e w e r  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  a d m i t t e d  t o  

n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m s .  M o r e o v e r ,  g r a d u a t i o n  r a t e s  f o r  a s s o c i a t e  

d e g r e e  p r o g r a m s  s h o w e d  a o n e  p e r c e n t  d e c l i n e  f o r  1980 a nd  

was e x p e c t e d  t o  p l u n g e  i n  1984-85  y e a r s .

Revi ew o f  p e r t i n e n t  l i t e r a t u r e  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  r e a s o n s  

c i t e d  f o r  h i g h  n o n p e r s i s t e n c e  r a t e s  i n  n u r s e ' s  t r a i n i n g  

p r o g r a m  a r e  n u m e r o u s  a n d  v a r i e d ,  r a n g i n g  f r o m  a c a d e m i c

E. E. L e v i t t  e t  a l . ,  "An A t t e m p t  t o  D e v e l o p  an 
O b j e c t i v e  T e s t  B a t t e r y  f o r  t h e  S e l e c t i o n  o f  N u r s i n g  
S t u d e n t s , "  N u r s i n g  R e s e a r c h  20 ( May- June  1 9 7 1 ) : 2 2 5 .

^ ^ B a r b a r a  L. T a t e ,  S t u d y  o f  A t t r i t i o n  R a t i o s  i n  
S c h o o l s  o f  N u r s i n g  (New Y o r k :  N a t i o n a l  L e a g u e  o f  N u r s i n g ,  
I n c . ,  1 9 6 1 ) .

J o h n  C. V a u g h n ,  " E d u c a t i o n a l  P r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  
N u r s i n g - 1 9 8 0 , "  N u r s i n g  a n d  H e a l t h  C a r e  2 ( S e p t e m b e r  
1 9 8 1 ) : 3 8 7 - 3 8 8 .
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f a i l u r e  t o  p e r s o n a l  r e a s o n s .  T a y l o r ^ S  e t  a l . ,  i n  a n  

e x t e n s i v e  s u r v e y  o f  r e s e a r c h  s t u d i e s  w h i c h  d e a l t  w i t h  

n o n p e r s i s t e n c e  i n  n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m s ,  f o u n d  t h a t  a c a d e m i c  

f a i l u r e  wa s  t h e  m a j o r  r e a s o n  c i t e d  by  n u r s i n g  s c h o o l s  f o r  

h i g h  a t t r i t i o n  r a t e s .  M o r e o v e r ,  m a r r i a g e ,  d i s l i k e  o f  

n u r s i n g ,  i l l  h e a l t h ,  u n s u i t a b l e  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  v i o l a t i o n  o f  

r u l e s ,  h o m e s i c k n e s s ,  and i m m a t u r i t y  we r e  r e p o r t e d  a s  o t h e r  

r e a s o n s  f o r  n o n p e r s i s t e n c e .

Knopke^G r e p o r t e d  t h a t  r e a s o n s  g i v e n  by  s t u d e n t s  

l e a v i n g  t h e  n u r s i n g  s c h o o l  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  W i s c o n s i n -  

Madi s on  i n c l u d e d :  c h a n g e s  i n  c a r e e r ,  d i f f i c u l t i e s  w i t h  one

o r  more  c o u r s e s  i n  t h e  b a s i c  s c i e n c e  c o m p o n e n t ,  p e r c e i v e d  

i n a b i l i t y  t o  w o r k  w i t h  s i c k  p e o p l e ,  and  d i f f i c u l t i e s  

e x p e r i e n c e d  i n  a d j u s t i n g  t o  c o l l e g e  l i f e .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  

many  s t u d e n t s  e x p e r i e n c e d  i n a d e q u a t e  g r a d e  p o i n t  a v e r a g e s  

wh i c h  p r e v e n t e d  c o n t i n u a t i o n  i n  t h e  n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m .

R e s e a r c h  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  a v a r i e t y  o f  f a c t o r s  a f f e c t e d  

t h e  a c a d e m i c  s u c c e s s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  s t u d e n t s .  L a v i n ^ ?  

r e p o r t e d  t h a t  i n t e l l e c t u a l  f a c t o r s ,  p e r s o n a l i t y  f a c t o r s ,  and

^C.  W. T a y l o r  e t  a l . .  S e l e c t i o n  a n d  R e c r u i t m e n t  o f  
N u r s e s  and N u r s i n g  S t u d e n t s :  A Revi ew o t  R e s e a r c h  S t u d i e s  
a n d  P r a c t i c e s  ( S a l t  L a k e  C i t y :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  U t a h  P r e s s !
1963) ,  p.  10.

^ ^ H a r r y  J .  Knopke,  " P r e d i c t i n g  S t u d e n t  A t t r i t i o n  i n  a 
B a c c a l a u r e a t e  C u r r i c u l u m , "  N u r s i n g  R e s e a r c h  28 ( J u l y - A u g u s t  
1 9 7 9 ) : 2 2 5 .

E. L a v i n ,  The P r e d i c t i o n  o f  Ac ad emi c  P e r f o r m a n c e  
(New York:  R u s s e l l  Sage F o u n d a t i o n ,  19 6 5 ) ,  pp^ 4 5 - 4 6 .
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s o c i o l o g i c a l  d e t e r m i n a n t s  a f f e c t e d  t h e  a c a d e m i c  s u c c e s s  o f  

s t u d e n t s  i n  g e n e r a l .  M or eo ve r ,  l i t e r a t u r e  i n v o l v i n g  n u r s i n g  

s t u d e n t s  r e v e a l e d  s i m i l a r  i n f l u e n c e s  i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e s e  

f a c t o r s .  {

A l i c h n i e  and B e l l u c c i ^ ^  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  

w i t h  t h e  c o l l e g e  e n v i r o n m e n t  was i n f l u e n t i a l  i n  d e t e r m i n i n g  

w h e t h e r  s t u d e n t s  w i t h d r e w  d u r i n g  e a r l i e r  s t a g e s  o f  

s c h o o l i n g ;  b u t  t h e  l o n g e r  t h e  s t u d e n t  s t a y e d  w i t h i n  t h e  

e n v i r o n m e n t ,  t h e  l e s s  i m p o r t a n t  s a t i s f a c t i o n  b e c a m e  i n  

d e t e r m i n i n g  f u r t h e r  c o n t i n u a t i o n .

M o n r o , ^9 i n  a s t u d y  i n v o l v i n g  129 a s s o c i a t e  d e g r e e  

and 234 b a c h e l o r  d e g r e e  s t u d e n t s ,  f o u n d  t h a t  s o c i o e c o n o m i c  

s t a t u s  h ad  a d i r e c t  e f f e c t  on b o t h  p e r s i s t e n c e  i n  t h e  

i n s t i t u t i o n  and p e r s i s t e n c e  i n  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n .  F u r t h e r ,  

t h e  s t u d y  i n d i c a t e d  a s u b s t a n t i a l  e f f e c t  o f  e t h n i c i t y  on 

p e r s i s t e n c e  o f  a s s o c i a t e  d e g r e e  s t u d e n t s  i n  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  

w i t h  w h i t e s  more  l i k e l y  t o  r e m a i n  i n  s c h o o l  t h a n  n o n w h i t e s .  

M o r e o v e r ,  h i g h  s c h o o l  g r a d e s  w e r e  s h o w n  t o  b e  b e t t e r  

p r e d i c t o r s  o f  a c a d e m i c  i n t e g r a t i o n  t h a n  was  m e a s u r e d  

a p t i t u d e .  I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  t h e  Monro s t u d y  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  low 

s e l f - e s t e e m  was  p o s i t i v e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  p e r s i s t e n c e  f o r

^^M. C h r i s t i n e  A l i c h i n i  a n d  J o s e p h  El B e l l u c c i , 
" P r e d i c t i o n  o f  F r e s h m a n  S t u d e n t s  S u c c e s s  i n  a B a c c a l a u r e a t e  
N u r s i n g  P r o g r a m , "  N u r s i n g  R e s e a r c h  30 ( J a n u a r y - F e b r u a r y 
1 9 8 1 ) : 5 0 .

^ 9 g a r b a r a  H a z a r d  M on r o ,  " D r o p o u t s  f r o m  N u r s i n g  
E d u c a t i o n :  P a t h  A n a l y s i s  o f  a N a t i o n a l  S a m p l e , "  N u r s i n g
R e s e a r c h  29 ( No vember - December  1 9 8 0 : 3 7 5 - 3 7 6 .
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a s s o c i a t e  d e g r e e  s t u d e n t s  a n d  n e g a t i v e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  

p e r s i s t e n c e  f o r  b a c c a l a u r e a t e  s t u d e n t s  and ,  f o r  b o t h  g r o u p s ,  

p e r c e i v e d  p a r e n t a l  a s p i r a t i o n s  ha d  t h e  s t r o n g e s t  d i r e c t  

e f f e c t  on e d u c a t i o n a l  a s p i r a t i o n s .

Monro^O r e p o r t e d  t h a t  e d u c a t i o n a l  a s p i r a t i o n s  w e r e  

r e l a t e d  t o  c o l l e g e  p e r s i s t e n c e .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  s t u d y  

i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  e d u c a t i o n a l  a s p i r a t i o n s  o f  b o t h  p a r e n t s  and 

s t u d e n t s  h a d  a g r e a t e r  e f f e c t  on g o a l  c o m m i t m e n t  t h a n  d i d  

a c a d e m i c  i n t e g r a t i o n .  H o w e v e r ,  a c a d e m i c  i n t e g r a t i o n  ha d  a 

much s t r o n g e r  d i r e c t  e f f e c t  on i n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o m m i t m e n t  t h a n  

d i d  s o c i a l  i n t e g r a t i o n .

M o n r o ^ l  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  l o s s  o f  i n t e r e s t  i n  n u r s i n g  

and f i n a n c i a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  n o n w h i t e s ,  were  

g i v e n  a s  m a j o r  r e a s o n s  f o r  n o n p e r s i s t e n c e .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  

i n t e g r a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  a c a d e m i c  s y s t e m  o f  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  

a p p e a r e d  t o  be  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  t h a n  i n t e g r a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  

s o c i a l  s y s t e m .

H u t c h e s o n 5 2  e t  a l . ,  r e p o r t e d ,  f r o m  a s a m p l e  o f  261 

n u r s i n g  s t u d e n t s ,  t h a t  t h e  h i g h e r  t h e  f a t h e r ’ s e d u c a t i o n a l  

a t t a i n m e n t ,  t h e  m o r e  l i k e l y  a t t r i t i o n  w a s  t o  o c c u r .  

C o n v e r s e l y ,  t h e  h i g h e r  t h e  m o t h e r ’s o c c u p a t i o n a l  s t a t u s ,  t h e

S O l b i d . ,  p .  376 .

5 1 % b i d . ,  p .  377 .

5 2 j o h n  D. H u t c h e s o n ,  J r . ,  L a R e t t a  M. G a r l a n d ,  and  
L i n d a  S. Lowe ,  " A n t e c e d e n t s  o f  N u r s i n g  S c h o o l  A t t r i t i o n :  
A t t i t u d i n a l  D i m e n s i o n s , "  N u r s i n g  R e s e a r c h  28 ( J a n u a r y -  
F e b r u a r y  1 9 7 9 ) : 5 8 - 6 2 .
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l e s s  l i k e l y  a t t r i t i o n  w a s  t o  o c c u r .  S i n c e  t h e  s t u d y  

i n c l u d e d  p r e d o m i n a t e l y  f e m a l e  s t u d e n t s  (98%),  p e r h a p s ,  t h e  

r e s u l t s  i n d i c a t e d  some form o f  r o l e  m o d e l i n g .

A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  H u t c h e s o n ^ S  e t  a l . ,  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  

g r e a t e r  f a m i l y  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  o l d e r  s t u d e n t s  a d v e r s e l y  

a f f e c t e d  t h e i r  g r a d e s  and t h a t  l o w e r  g r a d e s  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  

n o n p e r s i s t e n c e .  Howeve r ,  some o l d e r  s t u d e n t s  we r e  r e p o r t e d  

t o  be  t e n a c i o u s  enough  t o  p e r s i s t .

D a v i d h i z a r ^ y  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  p o s i t i v e  t e a c h e r - s t u d e n t  

r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a r e  c r u c i a l  t o  l e a r n i n g .  M o r e o v e r ,  D a v i d h i z a r  

s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  s t u d e n t - t e a c h e r  i s  

a n a l a g o u s  t o  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  c o u n s e l o r  t o  c o u n s e l e e  i n

t h a t  b o t h  a r e  h e l p i n g  s i t u a t i o n s .
/

Summary

The r e v i e w  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  p e r s i s t e n c e  

a n d / o r  n o n p e r s i s t e n c e  a r e  d u e  t o  a n u m b e r  o f  i n t e r r e l a t e d  

f a c t o r s .  R e p o r t e d  f a c t o r s  w h i ch  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  p e r s i s t e n c e  

a n d / o r  n o n p e r s i s t e n c e  i n c l u d e d :  s t u d e n t  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ;

c o n f l i c t s  b e t w e e n  t h e  s t u d e n t  a nd  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n ;  a n d  

v a r i o u s  s o c i o l o g i c a l  f a c t o r s .

R e s e a r c h  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  

w e r e  a mo n g  t h e  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  c o n t r i b u t i n g  f a c t o r s  t o

5 3 % b i d . , p .  62 .

5 ^ R u t h  E. Da 
T h e m s e l v e s , ” N u r s i n g  and He a t h  Car e  3 (March  1 9 8 2 ) : 1 3 8 .

^ ^ R u t h  E. D a v i d h i z a r ,  " H e l p i n g  S t u d e n t s  H e l p
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p e r s i s t e n c e .  P a s t  e d u c a t i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e s ;  s c h o l a s t i c  

a p t i t u d e ;  and c o l l e g e  g r a d e  p o i n t  a c h i e v e m e n t  i n f l u e n c e d  t h e  

s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t .  S t u d i e s  c i t e d  f a m i l y  

i n f l u e n c e  a s  a m a j o r  c o n t r i b u t o r  t o  t h e  p e r s i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  

c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t .  F u t h e r m o r e ,  e d u c a t i o n a l  a t t a i n m e n t  a nd  

s o c i o e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s  o f  p a r e n t s  i n f l u e n c e d  p e r s i s t e n c e  

a n d / o r  n o n p e r s i s t e n c e  o f  s t u d e n t s .



CHAPTER I I I  

METHODOLOGY 

I n t r o d u c t i o n

T h i s  c h a p t e r  r e p o r t s  t h e  m e t h o d o l o g y  u s e d  i n  t h e  

s t u d y  i n c l u d i n g :  t h e o r e t i c a l  m o d e l ,  r e s e a r c h  d e s i g n ,

i n s t r u m e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  p i l o t  s t u d y ,  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  d e s i g n ,  

q u e s t i o n n a i r e  v a l i d i t y  and r e l i a b i l i t y ,  p o p u l a t i o n ,  r e s e a r c h  

h y p o t h e s e s ,  d a t a  c o l l e c t i o n ,  d i s p l a y  o f  d a t a  and s t a t i s t i c a l  

t r e a t m e n t ,  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  t e r m s ,  l i m i t a t i o n s  a n d  

d e l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  s t u d y ,  and a s t u d y  summary.

T h e o r e t i c a l  Model

C o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s  p e r s i s t  o r  w i t h d r a w  f r om c o l l e g e  f o r  

a v a r i e t y  o f  r e a s o n s .  T h e r e  a p p e a r e d  t o  be  a d e a r t h  o f  

i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  f a c t o r s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  w i t h d r a w a l  o f  

s t u d e n t s  f r o m  n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m s  i n  g e n e r a l ,  a n d  i n  

p a r t i c u l a r ,  t h e  p r o g r a m  o f  s t u d y  a t  S e m i n o l e  J u n i o r  C o l l e g e .  

Only g e n e r a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  p e r s i s t i n g  and n o n p e r s i s t i n g  

s t u d e n t s  c o u l d  be  i d e n t i f i e d  t h r o u g h  f a c u l t y  m e m b e r s ,  

w o r k e r s  i n  s t u d e n t  p e r s o n n e l  s e r v i c e s ,  and by r e v i e w i n g  t h e  

l i t e r a t u r e  a n d  r e s e a r c h  f r o m  o t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  T h u s ,  a

34
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s t u d y  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  n o n p e r s i s t e n c e  s p e c i f i c  t o  t h e  n u r s i n g  

p r o g r a m  o f  s t u d y  a t  S e m i n o l e  J u n i o r  C o l l e g e  s e e m e d  

a p p r o p r i a t e .  The  T i n t o  Mo de l  o f  A t t r i t i o n ^  a s  l i s t e d  i n  

C h a p t e r  Two was s e l e c t e d  a s  t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  mode l  upon wh i c h  

t h e  r e s e a r c h  d e s i g n  was  b a s e d .  F i g u r e  1 d e p i c t s  t h e  T i n t o  

Model  o f  A t t r i t i o n .

R e s e a r c h  D e s i g n

I t  w a s  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  m o s t  u s e f u l  d a t a  c o u l d  be  

o b t a i n e d  by  a s k i n g  s t u d e n t s  d i r e c t l y  a b o u t  t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  

b a c k g r o u n d s ;  t h e i r  p e r c e p t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  f a c t o r s  w h i c h  

i n f l u e n c e d  t h e i r  r e t e n t i o n  i n  t h e  n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m ,  o r ,  

d r o p p i n g  o u t  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m ;  a n d ,  t h e i r  p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  

i n t e g r a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  s o c i a l  a n d  a c a d e m i c  c o m m u n i t y  o f  t h e  

c o l l e g e .  A c c o r d i n g l y ,  t h e  s u r v e y  mode  o f  r e s e a r c h  was  

c h o s e n .  T h i s  r e s e a r c h  m e t h o d  a l l o w e d  f o r  p e r s o n a l  

e x p r e s s i o n  by  b o t h  p e r s i s t i n g  and n o n p e r s i s t i n g  s t u d e n t s  i n  

r e g a r d  t o  a v a r i e t y  o f  v a r i a b l e s .  F a c t o r s  s t u d i e d  i n c l u d e d :  

s t u d e n t  d e m o g r a p h i c  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ;  p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  f a c t o r s  

w h i c h  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  s t u d e n t s ’ n o n p e r s i s t e n c e  o r  

a f f e c t e d  t h e  p e r s i s t i n g  s t u d e n t  w h i l e  i n  t h e  n u r s i n g  

p r o g r a m ;  a n d ,  s t u d e n t s ’ p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  t h e i r  a c a d e m i c  and  

s o c i a l  i n t e g r a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  c o l l e g e .

^ V i n c e n t  T i n t o ,  " D r o u p o u t s  From H i g h e r  E d u c a t i o n :  A
T h e o r e t i c a l  S y n t h e s i s  o f  R e c e n t  R e s e a r c h , "  R e v i e w  o f  
E d u c a t i o n a l  R e s e a r c h  45 ( W i n t e r ,  1 9 7 5 ) : 8 9 - 1 2 5 .
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Q u e s t i o n n a i r e  r e s e a r c h  and  o t h e r  s e l f - r e p o r t i n g  

d e v i c e s  h a v e  b e e n  c r i t i c i z e d  b y  s o m e .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  

q u e s t i o n n a i r e  m e t h o d  p o s s e s s e s  a d v a n t a g e s  i n  g a t h e r i n g  

u s e f u l  d a t a  r e l a t e d  t o  d e m o g r a p h i c  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  and more  

p h e n o m e n o l o g i c a l / i n t r o s p e c t i v e  a n a l y s i s .

I n s t r u m e n t  Deve l opmen t

The e s s e n t i a l  e l e m e n t s  o f  t h e  T i n t o  S t u d e n t  A t t r i t i o n  

Model ,  a r e v i e w  o f  l i t e r a t u r e ,  and i n f o r m a t i o n  g a t h e r e d  f r om 

t h e  c o l l e g e  c o u r s e ,  R e s e a r c h  on t h e  C o l l e g e  S t u d e n t , w e r e  

u t i l i z e d  a s  t h e  f r a m e w o r k  f o r  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  an o r i g i n a l  

q u e s t i o n n a i r e  w h i c h  c o n s i s t e d  o f  s i g n i f i c a n t  v a r i a b l e s  

r e l a t e d  t o  p e r s i s t i n g  a n d  n o n p e r s i s t i n g  s t u d e n t s .  

A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  v a r i a b l e s  i n  q u e s t i o n  t h i r t y - f i v e  (35)  o f  t h e  

q u e s t i o n n a i r e  we r e  a d a p t e d  f r om an i n s t r u m e n t  d e v e l o p e d  by 

a t t r i t i o n  s p e c i a l i s t s ,  E r n e s t  T. P a s c a r e l l a  a n d  P a t r i c k  T. 

T e r e n z i n i . 2  The i n i t i a l  v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  was  

e v a l u a t e d  by a p a n e l  o f  j u d g e s  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  f a c u l t y  members  

f r om e d u c a t i o n ,  n u r s i n g ,  and s c i e n c e .  The q u e s t i o n n a i r e  was 

t h e n  a d m i n i s t e r e d  t o  f i v e  n u r s i n g  s t u d e n t s .  Based  upon t h e  

e v a l u a t i o n s  o f  t h e  p a n e l  o f  j u d g e s  and t h e  n u r s i n g  s t u d e n t s ,  

t h e  i n i t i a l  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  was  r e v i s e d .  R e v i s i o n  i n c l u d e d

^ E r n e s t  T. P a s c a r e l l a  and  P a t r i c k  T. T e r e n z i n i ,  
" P r e d i c t i n g  F r e s h m a n  P e r s i s t e n c e  a n d  V o l u n t a r y  D r o p o u t  
D e c i s i o n s  f r o m  a T h e o r e t i c a l  M o d e l , "  J o u r n a l  o f  H i g h e r  
E d u c a t i o n  51 ( 1 9 8 0 ) :  6 0 - 6 5 .
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r e p h r a s i n g  a n d  r e s t r u c t u r i n g  some  i t e m s .  The r e v i s e d  

v e r s i o n  was u s e d  i n  t h e  p i l o t  s t u d y .

P i l o t  S t u d y

A p i l o t  s t u d y  w a s  c o n d u c t e d  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  d a t a  

c o l l e c t i o n  a n d  t o  a s c e r t a i n  p o t e n t i a l  r e s p o n d e n t  p r o b l e m s  

wh i ch  m i g h t  s u b s e q u e n t l y  o c c u r .  F i v e  n u r s i n g  s t u d e n t s  were  

s e l e c t e d  a t  r a n d o m  a n d  w e r e  a s k e d  t o  c o m p l e t e  t h e  r e v i s e d  

q u e s t i o n n a i r e .  P a r t i c i p a n t s  w e r e  a s k e d  t o  make  c o m m e n t s  

o r  s u g g e s t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  c l a r i t y  o f  i t e m s  an d  t h e  d a t a  

c o l l e c t i o n  i n s t r u m e n t .  Th es e  commen t s  and s u g g e s t i o n s  were  

e v a l u a t e d  and i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  f i n a l  q u e s t i o n n a i r e .

Q u e s t i o n n a i r e  De s i g n

The q u e s t i o n n a i r e  u s e d  i n  t h e  s t u d y  c o n s i s t e d  o f  a 

s i n g l e  f o r m ,  p r i n t e d  on c o l o r e d  p a p e r .  The  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  

p r i n t e d  on b l u e  p a p e r  was m a i l e d  t o  p e r s i s t i n g  s t u d e n t s  and 

t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  p r i n t e d  on y e l l o w  p a p e r  wa s  m a i l e d  t o  

n o n p e r s i s t i n g  s t u d e n t s .  The p r i n t  s i z e  was r e d u c e d  and e a c h  

q u e s t i o n n a i r e  wa s  p r i n t e d  on b o t h  s i d e s  o f  t w o  s h e e t s  o f  

l e g a l  s i z e d  p a p e r .  A copy  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  i s  i n c l u d e d  

i n  Appendix  I .
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Q u e s t i o n n a i r e  V a l i d i t y  and R e l i a b i l i t y

The q u e s t i o n n a i r e  p o s s e s s e d  c o n t e n t  v a l i d i t y .  Borg 

and  G a l l 3  c o n t e n d e d  t h a t  c o n t e n t  v a l i d i t y  i s  t h e  d e g r e e  t o  

w h i c h  s a m p l e  i t e m s  i n  t h e  q u e s t i o n a i r e  r e p r e s e n t  c o n t e n t  

wh i ch  t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  i s  d e s i g n e d  t o  m e a s u r e .  Mo re ov e r ,  

c o n t e n t  v a l i d i t y  i s  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e  i s s u e  o f  w h e t h e r  t h e  

v a r i a b l e s  i n c l u d e d  i n  a s u r v e y  r e p r e s e n t  t h o s e  d e s i r e d  a b o u t  

a c o n s t e l l a t i o n  o f  phenomena  s u r r o u n d i n g  a r e s e a r c h  p r o b l e m ;  

i n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e  t h e  phenomena  were  s t u d e n t  p e r s i s t e r s  and 

n o n p e r s i s t e r s  i n  a c o l l e g e  n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m .  E a c h  i t e m  i n  

t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  d e a l t  w i t h  s o me  a s p e c t  o f  s t u d e n t ' s  

p e r s i s t e n c e  o r  n o n p e r s i s t e n c e  i n  t h e  N u r s i n g  P r o g r a m  o f  

S t u d y  a t  S e m i n o l e  J u n i o r  C o l l e g e  and no a t t e m p t  was made t o  

d i s g u i s e  i t e m s .

A d e g r e e  o f  r e l i a b i l i t y  was e s t a b l i s h e d  by c o n s u l t i n g  

w i t h  a p a n e l  o f  f a c u l t y  m e m b e r s  i n  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  

p i l o t  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  and t h e  f i n a l  q u e s t i o n n a i r e .  The f i n a l  

q u e s t i n n a i r e  w as  f i e l d  t e s t e d  w i t h  a s a m p l e  o f  n u r s i n g  

s t u d e n t s  who w e r e  n o t  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  f i n a l  s t u d y .  T h e s e  

s t u d e n t s  we re  r e t e s t e d  and a r e l i a b i l i t y  c o e f f i c i e n t  o f  .85 

was  o b t a i n e d .  B r o w n , ^  e t  a l ,  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  a c o e f f i c i e n t  

o f  r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  . 632  t o  be s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  t h e  . 05  l e v e l .

^ W a l t e r  R. Borg and M. D. G a l l ,  E d u c a t i o n a l  R e s e a r c h ,  
T h i r d  E d i t i o n ,  (New Yor k ;  Longman,  197 9) ,  pp.  2 1 2 - 2 13 .

^ F o s t e r  L l o y d  B r o w n ,  J i m m y  R. Amos ,  and  O s c a r  G. 
M i n k ,  S t a t i s t i c a l  C o n c e p t s ,  A B a s i c  P r o g r a m , 2nd Ed . ,  (New 
York:  H a r p e r  and Row, P u b l i s h e r s , 1975)  , p p . 5 7 - 5 8 .
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S i n c e  n o t h i n g  i n  t h e  c o n t e n t s  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  

was deemed o f f e n s i v e ,  t h r e a t e n i n g ,  o r  i n c r i m i n a t i n g ,  i t  was 

a s s u m e d  t h a t  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  w e r e  t r u t h f u l  i n  t h e i r  

r e s p o n s e s .  T h e  c o v e r  l e t t e r  e n c l o s e d  w i t h  e a c h  

q u e s t i o n n a i r e  e x p l a i n e d  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  s t u d y ,  a s s u r e d  

t h e  r e s p o n d e n t  t h a t  a l l  i n f o r m a t i o n  was  c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  and  

t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  w o u l d  be  c o m p i l e d  i n t o  g r o u p  

d a t a .  E a c h  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  was  a s s i g n e d  a n u m b e r  t o  e n s u r e  

c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s .  S i n c e  t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  

d e s i g n  was b a s e d  on a r e v i e w  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  and a t t e m p t e d  t o  

c o l l e c t  d a t a  on v a r i a b l e s  r e l a t e d  t o  p e r s i s t e n c e  a n d  

n o n p e r s i s t e n c e ,  i t  w as  a s s u m e d  t h a t  t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  was  

s u f f i c i e n t l y  c o m p r e h e n s i v e .

P o p u l a t i o n

T h i s  was a p o p u l a t i o n  s t u d y  and i n c l u d e d  a l l  s t u d e n t s  

who were  o f f i c i a l l y  a d m i t t e d  t o  t h e  n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m ,  b e t w e e n  

t h e  F a l l  S e m e s t e r  o f  1 97 9  a nd  t h e  S p r i n g  S e m e s t e r  o f  1 9 8 3 ,  

b u t  d i d  n o t  f i n i s h  t h e  n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m d e g r e e ,  and were  n o t  

c u r r e n t l y  e n r o l l e d  i n  t h e  p r o g r a m ;  a n d  s t u d e n t s  who 

g r a d u a t e d  f r o m  t h e  n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m  b e t w e e n  1 98 0  a n d  1 9 8 3 ,  

and were  a w a r d e d  an A s s o c i a t e  Degree  i n  N u r s i n g .

The s t u d y  d e s i g n  was  ^  p o s t  f a c t o  d e s c r i p t i v e ,  and  

e x a m i n e d  t h e  t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  p e r s i s t i n g  a n d  

n o n p e r s i s t i n g  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m  o f  s t u d y  a t
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S e m i n o l e  J u n i o r  C o l l e g e  f o r  t h e  a c a d e m i c  y e a r s ,  1979 t h r o u g h  

1983.

Names and a d d r e s s e s  o f  p e r s i s t i n g  and n o n p e r s i s t i n g  

s t u d e n t s  were  o b t a i n e d  f r om t h e  N u r s i n g  D i v i s i o n  o f  S e m i n o l e  

J u n i o r  C o l l e g e .  A d d i t i o n a l  d a t a  w e r e  c o l l e c t e d  on b o t h  

p e r s i s t e r s  and n o n p e r s i s t e r s  f r om t h e  R ec o r d s  and A d m i s s i o n s  

O f f i c e  o f  S e m i n o l e  J u n i o r  C o l l e g e .

From t h e  r e c o r d s  i t  was d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  e i g h t y - f i v e  

(85)  s t u d e n t s  had g r a d u a t e d  f r om t h e  n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m  b e t w e e n  

198 0  a nd  1 9 8 3 ,  a n d ,  t h a t  f i f t y - f i v e  ( 5 5 )  s t u d e n t s  h a d  

d ro p p e d  o u t  o f  t h e  n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m  b e t w e e n  t h e  F a l l  S e m e s t e r  

o f  1 9 7 9  a n d  t h e  S p r i n g  o f  1 9 8 3 .  T h i s  c o n s t i t u t e d  a

n o n p e r s i s t e n c e  r a t e  o f  3 9 . 3  p e r c e n t .  I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  t h e r e  

was a s t e a d y  d e c l i n e  i n  n o n p e r s i s t e n c e  o v e r  t h e  same f o u r -  

y e a r  p e r i o d .  T a b l e  1 p r o v i d e s  f r e q u e n c y  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  o f  

p e r s i s t e r s  a nd  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  i n  t h e  n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m  o f  

s t u d y .

The minimum q u e s t i o n n a i r e  r e t u r n  l e v e l s  u s e d  i n  t h i s  

s t u d y  w e r e  b a s e d  u p o n  p e r c e n t a g e  r e t u r n s  f o r  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e n e s s  i n  d e s c r i p t i v e  r e s e a r c h  p o p u l a t i o n  

s t u d i e s  a s  r e commended  by S h a n n o n . 5 In  o r d e r  t o  e n s u r e  an 

a d e q u a t e  number  o f  r e s p o n s e s  i t  was d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  e i g h t y  

(80)  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  p e r s i s t i n g  s t u d e n t s  and s i x t y - f i v e  (65)

5 J o h n  R. S h a n n o n ,  " P e r c e n t a g e s  o f  R e t u r n s  o f  
Q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  i n  R e p u t a b l e  E d u c a t i o n a l  R e s e a r c h , "  J o u r n a l  
o f  E d u c a t i o n a l  R e s e a r c h  42 ( O c t o b e r ,  1 9 4 8 ) : 1 4 0 .
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TABLE 1

FREQUENCY DISTRIBUTION OF PERSISTERS AND NONPERSISTERS 
IN THE NURSING PROGRAM OF STUDY

T o t a l P e r s i s t e r s N o n p e r s i s t e r s
N = 140 N = 85 N=55

Year N N % N %

1 9 7 9- 80 33 18 5 4 . 5 15 4 5 . 5

1980-81 36 21 5 8 . 3 15 4 1 . 7

1 9 8 1 - 82 27 17 6 3 . 0 10 3 7 . 0

1982-83 44 29 6 6 . 0 1 1 3 4 . 0

T o t a l 140 85 55

p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  n o n p e r s i s t i n g  s t u d e n t  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  would  be 

r e q u i r e d  a s  a minimum r e t u r n .

R e s e a r c h  H y p o t h e s e s

H y p o t h e s i s  o n e  a d d r e s s e d  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  d e m o g r a p h i c  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  on  p e r s i s t e n c e  a n d  n o n p e r s i s t e n c e  o f  

s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m  o f  s t u d y  a t  S e m i n o l e  J u n i o r  

C o l l e g e .  I t  w a s  a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  d e m o g r a p h i c

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  h a d  a n  i n f l u e n c e  o n  p e r s i s t a n c e  o r

n o n p e r s i s t e n c e  o f  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m o f  s t u d y .

The n u l l  h y p o t h e s i s  i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h i s  v a r i a b l e  s t a t e s :

Ho^ T h e r e  a r e  no s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t

d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  p e r s i s t e r s  a n d
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n o n p e r s i s t e r s  on d e m o g r a p h i c a l l y  r e l a t e d  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .

H y p o t h e s i s  t w o  a d d r e s s e d ,  t h e  p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  

p e r s i s t i n g  a n d  n o n p e r s i s t i n g  s t u d e n t s  r e g a r d i n g  a c a d e m i c  

e m p l o y m e n t ,  f i n a n c i a l ,  p e r s o n a l ,  p r o g r a m  r e l a t e d ,  f a m i l y ,  

a nd  c o m m u t i n g  p r o b l e m s  e n c o u n t e r e d  w h i l e  e n r o l l e d  i n  t h e  

n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m  o f  s t u d y .  The n u l l  h y p o t h e s i s  i n  r e g a r d  t o  

t h e s e  v a r i a b l e s  s t a t e s :

H02 T h e r e  a r e  no s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  

d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  p e r s i s t e r s  a n d  

n o n p e r s i s t e r s  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  i m p o r t a n c e  

r a t i n g s  o f  a c a d e m i c ,  e m p l o y m e n t ,  f i n a n c i a l ,  

p e r s o n a l  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  p r o g r a m  r e l a t e d ,  

f a m i l y  r e l a t e d ,  o r  c om m u t e r  p r o b l e m s .

H y p o t h e s i s  t h r e e  was  r e l a t e d  t o  p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  

p e r s i s t i n g  and n o n p e r s i s t i n g  s t u d e n t s  r e g a r d i n g  p e e r  g r o u p  

i n t e r a c t i o n s ,  i n t e r a c t i o n s  w i t h  f a c u l t y ,  f a c u l t y  c o n c e r n  f o r  

s t u d e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t  and t e a c h i n g ,  a c a d e m i c  and i n t e l l e c t u a l  

d e v e l o p m e n t ,  and i n s t i t u t i o n a l  and g o a l  c o m m i t m e n t s .

The  n u l l  h y p o t h e s i s  i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e s e  v a r i a b l e s

s t a t e s  :

Ho 2 T h e r e  a r e  no s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  

d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  p e r s i s t e r s  a n d  

n o n p e r s i s t e r s  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  i m p o r t a n c e  

r a t i n g s  o f  p e e r - g r o u p  i n t e r a c t i o n ,  

i n t e r a c t i o n s  w i t h  f a c u l t y ,  f a c u l t y  c o n c e r n
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f o r  s t u d e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  t e a c h i n g ,  

a c a d e m i c  and i n t e l l e c t u a l  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  o r  

i n s t i t u t i o n a l  and g o a l  c o m m i t m e n t s .

H y p o t h e s i s  f o u r  r e l a t e d  t o  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  

p e r s i s t e r s  a nd  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  i n  r e g a r d  t o  A.C.T.  s c o r e s ,  

s c o r e s  on t h e  N e l s o n - D e n n y  R e a d i n g  P l a c e m e n t  Exam,  g r a d e s  

o b t a i n e d  i n  r e q u i r e d  s c i e n c e  c o u r s e s ,  a nd  o v e r a l l  c o l l e g e  

g r a d e  p o i n t  a v e r a g e  (GPA). The n u l l  h y p o t h e s i s  i n  r e g a r d  t o  

t h e s e  v a r i a b l e s  s t a t e s :

HOj  ̂ T h e r e  a r e  no  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  

d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  p e r s i s t e r s  a nd  n o n ­

p e r s i s t e r s  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  A.C.T.  S c o r e s ,  

N e l s on  Denny Read i ng  L e v e l ,  g r a d e s  r e c e i v e d  

i n  r e q u i r e d  s c i e n c e  c l a s s e s ,  a n d  o v e r a l l  

g r a d e  p o i n t  a v e r a g e  (GPA).

Da t a  C o l l e c t i o n

Q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  w e r e  m a i l e d  t o  e i g h t y - f i v e  ( 8 5 )  

p e r s i s t i n g  s t u d e n t s  a n d  f i f t y - f i v e  ( 5 5 )  n o n p e r s i s t i n g  

s t u d e n t s .  Ten d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  i n i t i a l  m a i l i n g ,  a  s e c o n d  

q u e s t i o n n a i r e  w as  m a i l e d  t o  e a c h  n o n r e s p o n d e n t .  I n  e a c h  

m a i l i n g ,  a s e l f - a d d r e s s e d ,  s t a m p e d  e n v e l o p e  and d i r e c t i o n s  

f o r  c o m p l e t i n g  t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  w e r e  i n c l u d e d .  A f t e r  a 

p e r i o d  o f  l a p s e d  t i m e  p h o n e  c a l l s  w e r e  ma de  t o  r e m i n d  

r e m a i n i n g  n o n r e s p o n d e n t s .  C o p i e s  o f  t h e  i n i t i a l  l e t t e r  f o r
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t h e  f i r s t  m a i l i n g  and t h e  l e t t e r  f o r  t h e  s e c o n d  m a i l i n g  a r e  

i n c l u d e d  i n  A p p e n d i c e s  I I  and I I I .

Of t h e  e i g h t y - f i v e  (85)  p e r s i s t i n g  s t u d e n t s  s u r v e y e d ,  

s i x t y - s e v e n  (67) o r  78 . 8  p e r c e n t  r e s p o n d e d  by c o m p l e t i n g  and 

r e t u r n i n g  u s a b l e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s .  Of t h e  f i f t y - f i v e  ( 5 5 )  

n o n p e r s i s t i n g  s t u d e n t s  s u r v e y e d ,  t h i r t y - f o u r  ( 3 4 )  o r  6 1 . 8  

p e r c e n t  r e s p o n d e d  w i t h  u s a b l e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s .  One 

q u e s t i o n n a i r e  o f  p e r s i s t e r s  a nd  t w o  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  o f  

n o n p e r s i s t e r s  w e r e  d e e m e d  i n c o m p l e t e  a nd  u n u s a b l e  f o r  t h e  

s t u d y .  T a b l e  2 d e p i c t s  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e s  a nd  n u m b e r  o f  

r e t u r n e d ,  u s a b l e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s .

D i s p l a y  o f  D a t a  and S t a t i s t i c a l  T r e a t m e n t

D a t a  f r o m  p e r s i s t e n t  a n d  n o n p e r s i s t e n t  s t u d e n t  

q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  a n d  d a t a  f r o m  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  A d m i s s i o n s  and  

Re c o r d s  w er e  punched  o n t o  d a t a  p r o c e s s i n g  c a r d s .  A n a l y s i s  

o f  t h e s e  d a t a  r e q u i r e d  f r e q u e n c y  d i s p l a y s  o f  r e s p o n s e s  o f  

b o t h  s t u d e n t  c o h o r t s  f o r  c o m p a r a t i v e  p u r p o s e s .  T h e  

S t a t i s t i c a l  P a c k a g e  f o r  t h e  S o c i a l  S c i e n c e s ^  (SPSS)  a t  t h e  

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  O k l a h o m a  C o m p u t i n g  C e n t e r  w a s  u s e d  f o r  d a t a  

a n a l y s i s .

C h i - s q u a r e s  w e r e  u s e d  t o  c o m p a r e  an d  t e s t  e a c h  

v a r i a b l e .  T h e  C h i - s q u a r e  i s  a t e s t  o f  s t a t i s t i c a l

^ No r m a n  H. N i e ,  C. H a d l a i  H u l l ,  J e a n  G. J e n k i n s ,  
K a r e n  S t e i n b r e n n e r , a n d  D a l e  H. B e n t ,  S t a t i s t i c a l  P a c k a g e  
f o r  t h e  S o c i a l  S c i e n c e s , 2nd  Ed . ,  (New Y o r k :  McGraw H i l l ,
1 9 7 5 ) ,  p p .  1 8 1 - 2 4 8 .
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TABLE 2

SUMMARY OF TOTAL QUESTIONNAIRES MAILED AND RETURNS 
RECEIVED FROM PERSISTING AND NONPERSISTING 

NURSING PROGRAM STUDENTS

P e r s i s t i n g  S t u d e n t  
Q u e s t i o n n a i r e s

N o n p e r s i s t i n g  S t u d e n t  
Q u e s t i o n n a i r e s

M a i l e d
N=85

R e t u r n e d
N=67

M a i l ed
N=55

R e t u r n e d
N=34

N % % N % %

R e t u r n s  a f t e r :

1 s t  M a i l i n g 46 5 4 . 1 6 8 . 7 13 2 3 . 6 3 8 . 2

2nd M a i l i n g 8 9 . 4 1 1 . 9 10 1 8 . 2 2 9 . 4

Phone  C a l l s 13 1 5 . 3 19 . 4 11 2 0 . 0 3 2 . 4

67 7 8 . 8 1 0 0 . 0 3? 61 .8 1 0 0 . 0

s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  w h i c h  d e t e r m i n e s  w h e t h e r  a s y s t e m a t i c  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  e x i s t s  b e t w e e n  two  v a r i a b l e s .  C e l l  f r e q u e n c i e s  

w e r e  u s e d  t o  d e t e r m i n e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  p r e s e n t  b e t w e e n  t h e  

v a r i a b l e s ,  b y  r o w  a n d  c o l u m n  t o t a l s .  The  e x p e c t e d  c e l l  

f r e q u e n c i e s  we r e  t h e n  compar ed  w i t h  a c t u a l  v a l u e s  found  i n  

t a b l e s .  D e g r e e s  o f  f r e e d o m  w e r e  u s e d  t o  a s c e r t a i n  

p r o b a b i l i t y  o f  C h i - s q u a r e  v a l u e s .

A c c o r d i n g  t o  Huck ,  " . . . d e s c r i p t i v e  s t a t i s t i c s  a r e  

c o n c e r n e d  o n l y  w i t h  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  s e t  o f  d a t a  

o b t a i n e d  b y  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r ,  i n f e r e n t i a l  s t a t i s t i c s  a r e  

c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s  t o  a p o p u l a t i o n  l a r g e r  t h a n
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t h e  s e t  o f  d a t a  o b t a i n e d  by t h e  r e s e a r c h e r I n  t h a t  t h e  

p r e s e n t  s t u d y  i n v o l v e d  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  d a t a  f r om a s e l e c t  

p o p u l a t i o n ,  d e s c r i p t i v e  s t a t i s t i c a l  m e t h o d s  we r e  p e r t i n e n t .  

The C h i - s q u a r e  t e s t  i s  commonly u s e d  when t h e  r e s e a r c h  d a t a  

a r e  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  f r e q u e n c y  c o u n t s  r a t h e r  t h a n  i n t e r v a l  

s c o r e s .

L i n t o n ,  G a l l o ,  and Logan® i n d i c a t e  t h a t  a l l  e x p e c t e d  

f r e q u e n c i e s  m u s t  be  f i v e  o r  more  f o r  c o n t i n g e n c y  t a b l e s  w i t h  

o n e  d e g r e e  o f  f r e e d o m  ( o n e - w a y  w i t h  t w o  l e v e l s ,  o r  2 X 2 ) .  

M o r e o v e r ,  a l l  e x p e c t e d  f r e q u e n c i e s  m u s t  be  t w o  o r  g r e a t e r  

f o r  c o n t i n g e n c y  t a b l e s  h a v i n g  m o r e  t h a t  o n e  d e g r e e  o f  

f r e e d o m  (2 X 3 o r  l a r g e r ) .  When e x p e c t e d  f r e q u e n c y  i s  l e s s  

t h a n  t w o  f o r  t h e  C h i - s q u a r e  w i t h  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  d e g r e e  o f  

f r e e d o m ,  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  c a t e g o r i e s  may be  c o l l a p s e d  t o  

p r o d u c e  c a t e g o r i e s  i n  w h i c h  a l l  e x p e c t e d  f r e q u e n c i e s  a r e  

g r e a t e r  t h a n  t w o .  T a b l e s  i n c l u d e d  w i t h i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  

do n o t  i n c l u d e  c o l l a p s e d  d a t a .  T h i s  p r o c e d u r e  was f o l l o w e d  

t o  e n s u r e  g r e a t e r  c l a r i t y  t o  t h e  r e a d e r  i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  

q u a l i t a t i v e  n a t u r e  o f  r e s p o n s e s .

^ S c h u y l e r  W. Huck,  W i l l i a m  H. C o r m i e r ,  and W i l l i a m  C. 
B o u n d s ,  J r . ,  R e a d i n g  S t a t i s t i c s  a n d  R e s e a r c h  (New Y o r k :  
H a r p e r  and Rowj P u b l i s h e r s ,  197^) ,  p!! î"9l

® M a r i g o l d  L i n t o n ,  P h i l l i p  S.  G a l l o ,  J r . ,  an d  C h e r y l  
A. Logan ,  The P r a c t i c a l  S t a t i s t i c i a n - S i m p l i f i e d  Handbook o f  
S t a t i s t i c s  ( M o n t e r e y :  B r o o k s / C o l e  P u b l i s h i n g  Company,  1975) ,  

&2T
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CROSSTABS,9 a s u b p r o g r a m  o f  t h e  S t a t i s t i c a l  P a ck ag e  

o f  S o c i a l  S c i e n c e s  ( S P S S ) ,  was  u s e d  t o  c o m p u t e  p r o b a b i l i t y  

c o e f f i c i e n t s .  The  0 . 0 5  l e v e l  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  w as  s e l e c t e d  

t o  i d e n t i f y  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  o b s e r v e d  on 

c o m p u t e d  C h i - s q u a r e  v a l u e s .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  T - T E S T ,  a 

s u b p r o g r a m  o f  S P SS ,  was  u s e d  t o  c o m p u t e  S t u d e n t ' s  _t and  

p r o b a b i l i t y  l e v e l s  t o  d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t h e  

d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  two  s a m p l e  means  we re  s i g n i f i c a n t .  The 

T-TEST was u s e d  on t h e  f o l l o w i n g  v a r i a b l e s :  G r a d e s  O b t a i n e d

i n  S c i e n c e  C l a s s e s ,  Ne l s on - De n ny  Rea d i n g  L e v e l s ,  ACT S c o r e s ,  

and O v e r a l l  Gr a de  P o i n t  A v e r a g e s .

D e f i n i t i o n s  o f  Terms

The f o l l o w i n g  t e r m s  we r e  d e f i n e d  a s  i n d i c a t e d  f o r  t h e  

p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  s t u d y :

P e r s i s t i n g  s t u d e n t .  A s t u d e n t  who was  o f f i c a l l y  

a d m i t t e d  t o  t h e  n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m  o f  s t u d y  a t  S e m i n o l e  J u n i o r  

C o l l e g e  and c o n t i n u e d  i n  t h e  p r o g r a m  u n t i l  h e / s h e  r e c e i v e d  

an A s s o c i a t e  o f  S c i e n c e  De g re e  i n  N u r s i n g .

N o n p e r s i s t i n g  s t u d e n t . A f o r m e r  s t u d e n t  who wa s  

o f f i c a l l y  a d m i t t e d  t o  t h e  n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m  o f  s t u d y  a t  

S e m i n o l e  J u n i o r  C o l l e g e  b u t  f a i l e d  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e  p r o g r a m  

u n t i l  h e / s h e  r e c e i v e d  an A s s o c i a t e  o f  S c i e n c e  D e g r e e  i n  

N u r s i n g .

9 j b i d . ,  p p .  2 1 8 - 2 4 8 .
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S e m i n o l e  J u n i o r  C o l l e g e .  A s m a l l ,  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  

j u n i o r  c o l l e g e  l o c a t e d  i n  e a s t  c e n t r a l  Oklahoma.

ACT. Amer i can  C o l l e g e  T e s t i n g  P r o g r a m .

GPA. Grade  P o i n t  Ave rag e  b a s e d  on a s c a l e  o f  0.00 t o

4 . 0 ,  w i t h  4.0 r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  h i g h e s t  p o s s i b l e  s c o r e .

N e l s o n - D e n n y .  A t e s t  g i v e n  t o  d e t e r m i n e  l e v e l  o f  

c o m p r e h e n s i o n  a nd  r a t e  o f  r e a d i n g .  The s c a l e  r e p r e s e n t s  

g r a d e - l e v e l  e q u i v a l e n c y .  Example :  12.0 r e p r e s e n t s  t w e l v e t h

g r a d e  l e v e l .

C o l l e g e . T h i s  t e r m  i s  u se d  i n t e r c h a n g e a b l y  w i t h  t h e  

t e r m s  n u r s i n g  s c h o o l  o r  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n .

N u r s i n g  P r o g r a m  o f  S t u d y .  A c u r r i c u l u m  w h i c h  l e a d s  

t o  a n  A s s o c i a t e  o f  S c i e n c e  D e g r e e  i n  N u r s i n g  a n d  t h e  

o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s i t  f o r  t h e  S t a t e  N u r s i n g  B o a r d  Exams  f o r  

R e g i s t e r e d  Nu rs e .

L i m i t a t i o n s  and D e l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  S t udy

1.  The t e r m  n o n p e r s i s t e r  a s  d e f i n e d  f o r  u s e  i n  

t h i s  s t u d y  a p p l i e d  o n l y  t o  t h o s e  s t u d e n t s  

who do n o t  c o m p l e t e  t h e  n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m  o f  

s t u d y  a t  S e m i n o l e  J u n i o r  C o l l e g e .

2 .  The  d a t a  w e r e  c o l l e c t e d  f r o m  S e m i n o l e  

J u n i o r  C o l l e g e  n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m  o f  s t u d y  

s t u d e n t s  o n l y .  T h e  c o n c l u s i o n s  a r e  

n e c e s s a r i l y  o n l y  s u p p o r t e d  by  t h e s e  d a t a .  

A c c o r d i n g l y ,  t h e s e  d a t a  s h o u l d  be  a p p l i e d
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w i t h  c a u t i o n  t o  o t h e r  N u r s i n g  

P r o g r a m s  o f  S t ud y .

3 . The  s t u d y  was  p r i m a r i l y  d e s c r i p t i v e  i n  

n a t u r e .  A c c o r d i n g l y ,  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  

s t a t e m e n t s  i s  a s s o c i a t i o n a l  i n  n a t u r e  and  

i s  n o t  p r e d i c t i v e .  M o r e o v e r ,  u s e  o f  d a t a  

c o n t a i n e d  h e r e i n  s h o u l d  b e  l i m i t e d  t o  

g e n e r a l  c a u s e  and e f f e c t  c o n c l u s i o n s .

Summary

T h i s  c h a p t e r  was c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  b a s i c  

m e t h o d o l o g y  u s e d  i n  t h i s  s t u d y .  I n c l u d e d  i n  t h i s  c h a p t e r  

w e r e :  a b r i e f  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  m o d e l  u s e d  i n  

t h e  r e s e a r c h  d e s i g n ;  i n s t r u m e n t a t i o n  d e v e l o p m e n t ;  t h e  p i l o t  

s t u d y ;  f i n a l  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  d e s i g n  ; q u e s t i o n n a i r e  v a l i d i t y  

an d  r e l i a b i l i t y ;  p o p u l a t i o n  ; r e s e a r c h  h y p o t h e s e s  ; d a t a  

c o l l e c t i o n  ; a d i s p l a y  o f  d a t a  and s t a t i s t i c a l  t r e a t m e n t ;  a 

d e f i n i t i o n  o f  t e r m s ;  a nd ,  t h e  l i m i t a t i o n s  and d e l i m i t a t i o n s  

o f  t h e  s t u d y .



CHAPTER IV 

FINDINGS IN THE STUDY

The p u r p o s e  i n  t h i s  s t u d y  was  t o  a n a l y z e  s e l e c t e d  

d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  s t u d e n t s  who c o m p l e t e d  t h e  A s s o c i a t e  D eg ree  

i n  N u r s i n g  a t  S e m i n o l e  J u n i o r  C o l l e g e  ( p e r s i s t e r s )  a s  

c o m p a r e d  w i t h  s t u d e n t s  who w e r e  a d m i t t e d  t o  t h e  N u r s i n g  

P r o g r a m  a t  S e m i n o l e  J u n i o r  C o l l e g e  b u t  f a i l e d  t o  c o m p l e t e  

t h e  p r o g r a m  ( n o n p e r s i s t e r s ) .  The f i n d i n g s  i n  t h e  c o m p a r i s o n  

o f  p e r s i s t i n g  t o  n o n p e r s i s t i n g  n u r s i n g  s t u d e n t s  a t  S e m i n o l e  

J u n i o r  C o l l e g e  a r e  r e p o r t e d  i n  t h i s  c h a p t e r .

The  f i r s t  n u l l  h y p o t h e s i s  f i n d i n g s  p r e s e n t e d  a r e  

t h o s e  w h i c h  c e n t e r  on d i f f e r e n c e s ,  i f  a ny ,  i n  p e r s i s t e r s  and 

n o n p e r s i s t e r s  i n  t h e  N u r s i n g  P r o g ra m on s e l e c t e d  d e m o g r a p h i c  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  s h a r e d  by b o t h  g r o u p s  i n  t h e  s t u d y .

The s e c o n d  n u l l  h y p o t h e s i s  f i n d i n g s  p r e s e n t e d  a r e  t h o s e  

r e l a t e d  t o  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  i f  a n y ,  i n  p e r s i s t e r s  a n d  

n o n p e r s i s t e r s  i n  t h e  N u r s i n g  P r o g r a m  b a s e d  u p o n  t h e  

s t u d e n t ’ s  p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  t h e  e x t e n t  t o  w h i c h  : A c a d e m i c ,  

E m p l o y m e n t ,  F i n a n c i a l ,  P e r s o n a l ,  F a m i l y ,  and  C o m m u t i n g  

P r o b l e m s  a f f e c t e d  t h e  s t u d e n t ' s  s u c c e s s  i n  t h e  N u r s i n g  

P r o g r a m .
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The t h i r d  n u l l  h y p o t h e s i s  f i n d i n g s  p r e s e n t e d  a r e  

t h o s e  w h i c h  a s c e r t a i n  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  i f  a n y ,  i n  p e r s i s t e r s  and 

n o n p e r s i s t e r s  i n  t h e  N u r s i n g  P r o g r a m  b a s e d  u p o n  t h e  

s t u d e n t ' s  p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  s e l e c t e d  f a c t o r s  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  

t h e i r  a c a d e m i c  a nd  s o c i a l  i n t e g r a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  C o l l e g e  

s e t t i n g .  C o m p a r i s o n s  were  made on t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  P e e r - G r o u p  

I n t e r a c t i o n s ,  I n t e r a c t i o n s  w i t h  F a c u l t y ,  F a c u l t y  Concern  f o r  

S t u d e n t  D e v e l o p m e n t  and T e a c h i n g ,  Ac ademi c  and I n t e l l e c t u a l  

D e v e l o p m e n t ,  and I n s t i t u t i o n a l  and Goa l  Commi tmen t .

T h e  f o u r t h  a n d  f i n a l  n u l l  h y p o t h e s i s  f i n d i n g s  

p r e s e n t e d  a r e  t h o s e  which  a d d r e s s  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  i f  an y ,  

i n  p e r s i s t e r s  and n o n p e r s i s t e r s  i n  t h e  N u r s i n g  Pr og r am b a s e d  

upon :  ACT T e s t  S c o r e s ,  t h e  N e l s o n - D e n ny  R ea d i ng  T e s t  S c o r e s ,  

G r a d e s  O b t a i n e d  i n  C o l l e g e  S c i e n c e  C o u r s e w o r k ,  and O v e r a l l  

C o l l e g e  Gr a de  P o i n t  Ave r age .

The  f i n d i n g s  a r e  p r e s e n t e d  i n  t w o  s e c t i o n s  i n  t h i s  

c h a p t e r .  I n  t h e  f i r s t  s e c t i o n ,  an  o v e r v i e w  o f  a l l  d a t a  

c o m p a r i n g  p e r s i s t i n g  and  n o n p e r s i s t i n g  N u r s i n g  P r o g r a m  

s t u d e n t s  a r e  p r e s e n t e d .  The s e c o n d  s e c t i o n  d e a l s  o n l y  w i t h  

s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  i t e m s  i n  w h i c h  t h e  C h i - s q u a r e  

s t a t i s t i c  was u t i l i z e d .  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  and d i s c u s s i o n  were  

p r o v i d e d  f o r  e a c h  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  d a t a  p r e s e n t e d .

The s t u d y  f o c u s e d  on o b s e r v e d  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  

on s e l e c t e d  v a r i a b l e s  b e t w e e n  p e r s i s t i n g  and n o n p e r s i s t i n g  

n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m  s t u d e n t s  a t  S e m i n o l e  J u n i o r  C o l l e g e .  

I n d i v i d u a l s  i n  t h i s  p o p u l a t i o n  s t u d y  w e r e  c ompar ed  on t h e
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b a s i s  o f  t h e i r  r e s p o n s e s  t o  e a c h  i t e m  i n  t h e  q u e s t i o n n e r e 

d e s c r i b e d  i n  C h a p t e r  T h r e e .

R e s e a r c h  H y p o t h e s i s  One

Ho-] T h e r e  a r e  no  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  

d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  p e r s i s t e r s  and  

n o n p e r s i s t e r s  on  e a c h  o f  t h e  s e l e c t e d  

d e m o g r a p h i c  v a r i a b l e s  u s e d  i n  t h e  s t u d y .

T a b l e  3 d e p i c t s  t h a t  t h e  n u l l  h y p o t h e s i s  o f  ^ o  

s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  N u r s i n g  

P r o g r a m  p e r s i s t e r s  a n d  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  was  r e j e c t e d  on t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  s e l e c t e d  d e m o g r a p h i c  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  

s t u d e n t :  Age Upon L e a v i n g  S e m i n o l e  J u n i o r  C o l l e g e  ( i t e m  1);

M o t h e r ' s  E d u c a t i o n a l  L e v e l  ( i t e m  1 4 ) ;  S t a t u s  o f  S t u d e n t  

E n r o l l m e n t ,  P a r t - T i m e / F u l 1 - T i m e  ( i t e m  18) ;  Empl oymen t  S t a t u s  

o f  t h e  S t u d e n t  ( i t e m  1 9 ) ;  a n d ,  G r a d e  P o i n t  A v e r a g e  o f  t h e  

S t u d e n t  ( i t e m  21) .

W h i l e  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  were  n o t  

o b s e r v e d  on  a l l  d e m o g r a p h i c  v a r i a b l e s ,  f r e q u e n c y  c e l l  

r e s p o n s e s  i n  a number  o f  v a r i a b l e s  d e s e r v e  d i s c u s s i o n .

D a t a  i n  T a b l e  3 r e v e a l  a s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  

d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  a g e  a t  w h i c h  p e r s i s t e r  a n d  n o n p e r s i s t e r  

s t u d e n t s  l e f t  t h e  c o l l e g e .  The d a t a  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  l i t t l e  

d i f f e r e n c e  w a s  f o u n d  b e t w e e n  t h e  p e r s i s t e r s  a n d  

n o n p e r s i s t e r s  on s e x ;  t h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  

f e m a l e ,  a p a r s i m o n i o u s  f i n d i n g  w h i c h  c o i n c i d e s  w i t h  n a t i o n a l
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TABLE 3

SELECTED DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS FOR 
PERSISTING AND NONPERSISTING NURSING STUDENTS

P e rs is tin g  N onpersisting Chi-Square &
Item %=67 N=34 d f P ro b ab ility

f % f %

1. AGE
(Upon leav ing  SJC)

19-24 Yrs. 14 20.9 7 20.6 4 x2=13.0453
25-29 24 35.8 7 20.6 p= 0.0111*
30-35 13 19.4 6 17.6
35-40 9 13.4 1 2.9
41 & Above 7 10.4 13 38.2

2 . SEX

Female 58 86.6 30 88.2 1 X2= 0.0000
Male 9 13.4 4 11.8 p= 1.0000

3 . RACE

American Indian 6 9.1 5 15.2 3 X2= 3.61281
Black 2 3.0 2 6.1 p= 0.3064
Hispanic 0 0.0 1 3.0
White 58 87.9 25 75.6

4. MARITAL STATUS
(Upon Leaving SJC)

Married 40 59.7 18 52.9 3 X^r 3.78221
Single 12 17.9 4 11.8 p= 0.2860
Divorced 12 17.9 7 20.6
Other 3 4.5 5 14.7

®N may not equal reported cases in all columns due to missing values.
f=frequency counts, %=percentages, X^=chi-squares, p=probability score.
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TABLE 3-Continued

Item
P e rs is tin g  N onpersisting

^N=67 N=34
Chi-Square & 

d f  P ro b ab ility
f % f %

5. CHANGE OF MARITAL STATUS
(While a t  SJC)

Yes 13 19.4 6 17.6 1 X2= 0.000
No 54 80.6 28 82.2 P= 1.0000

6. VETERAN

Yes 4 6.2 1 3.0 1 X2= 0.03183
No 61 93.8 32 97.0 P= 0.8584

7. HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATE

Yes 56 83.6 28 82.4 1 X2= 0.000
No 11 16.4 6 17.6 P= 1.000

8 GED

Yes 10 15.2 9 26.5 1 X2= 1.20503
No 56 84.8 25 73.5 P= 0.2723

9. STUDENT TENURE AT SJC

1 Semester 0 0.0 6 17.6 3 X2= 52.29588
1 Year 0 0.0 15 44.1 P= 0.0000
2 year 49 73.1 9 26.5
3 years or more 18 26.9 4 11.8

10. TIME SINCE LEAVING SJC

Less than 1 year 23 34.3 11 34.4 3 X2= 0.48850
1-2 Years 29 43.3 14 43.8 P= 0.9214
3-4 Years 14 20.9 7 21.9
5 or More Years 1 1.5 0 0.0

may no t equal rep o rted  cases in  a l l  columns due to  m issing v a lues, 
fjfrequency  counts, %=percentages, X ^=chi-squares, p= probab ility  sco re . 
.:< .o 5

<.01
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TABLE 3-Continued

Item
P e rs is tin g  N onpersisting

3N=67 N=34
Chi-Square & 

d f  P ro b ab ility
f % f %

11. CITIZENSHIP

Oklahoma R esident 62 92.5 33 97.1 2 x2= 2.31789
O u t-o f-S ta te p= 0.3138

Resident 1 1.5 1 2.9

12. HOMETOWN POPULATION

Under 2,500 17 27.0 7 22.6 3 x2= 1.56742
2,500- 9,999 27 42,9 17 54.6 p= 0.6668

10,000-49,999 18 28.6 7 22.6
50,000-99,999 0 0.0 0 0.0

Over 100,000 1 1.6 0 0 .0

13. FATHER’S EDUCATION

Did no t complete
high  school 46 75.4 24 80.0 4 x2= 2.93940

Graduated high
school 4 6.6 2 6.7 p= 0.5680

Did some co lleg e
work 7 11.5 2 6.7

Received a BA/BS 0 0.0 1 3.3
Received an ad­

vanced degree 4 6.6 1 3.3

14. MOTHER’S EDUCATION

Did no t ccmplete
high school 22 32.8 23 67.6 4 x2=14.48653

Graduated high
school 26 38.8 6 17.6 p= 0.0059**

Did some co lleg e
work 16 23.9 4 11.8

Received a BA/BS 0 0.0 1 2.9
Received an ad­

vanced degree 3 4.5 0 0 .0

may not equal reported cases in all columns due to missing values,
fsfrequency counts, %=percentages, X^=chi-squares, p=probability score.
<.05
< . 0 1
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TABLE 3-Continued

Item
P e rs is tin g  

^N=67 
f  %

N onpersisting 
N=34 

f  %
d f

Chi-Square & 
P ro b ab ility

15. PARENT'S INCOME

Below $5,000 4 6.7 2 6.1 5 x2= 2.22422
$5,000-9,999 6 10.0 4 12.1 p= 0.8173
$10,000-19,999 6 10.0 2 6.1
$20,000-30,000 8 13.3 2 6.1
Above $30,000 5 8.3 2 6.1
Does no t apply 31 51.7 21 63.6

16. PERSONAL INCOME

Below $5,000 15 22.7 6 18.2 5 x2= 4.29222
$5,000-9,999 11 16.7 11 33.3 p= 0.5082
$10,000-19,999 14 21.2 7 21.2
$20,000-30,000 15 22.7 4 12.1
Above $30,000 2 3 .0 1 3 .0
Does no t apply 9 13.6 4 12.1

17. LIVING ARRANGEMENTS

In Seminole w ith
p aren ts 3 4.5 0 0 .0 3 x2= 2.31239

Outside Seminole
w ith p a ren ts 7 10.4 2 6.1 p= 0.5102

In Seminole away
from p aren ts 17 25.4 8 24.2

Outside Seminole
away from
p aren ts 40 59.7 23 69.7

18. STUDENT ENROLLMENT

F ull-tim e 60 89.6 24 70.6 2 X2= 6.32121
P art-tim e 4 6.0 4 11.8 p= 0.0424*
Both F u ll-tim e

and P art-tim e 3 4.5 6 17.6

may not equal reported cases in all columns due to missing values,
f^frequency counts, %=percentages, X^=chi-squares, p=probability score.
<.05
< . 0 1
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TABLE 3-Continued

Item
P e rs is tin g  

3N=67 
f  %

N onpersisting 
N=34 

f  %
d f

Chi-Square & 
P ro b ab ility

19. EMPLOYMENT STATUS

Did n o t work 28 41.8 15 45.5 4 X2=l0.28509
Worked : p= 0.0359*

1-10 h rs ./w k . 4 6.0 2 6.1
11-20 h rs ./w k . 14 20.9 5 15.2
21-35 h rs ./w k . 14 20.9 1 3.0
36 h rs ./w k . p lus 7 10.4 10 30.3

20. FINANCIAL AID

None 24 35.8 11 32.3 F inanc ia l Aid
Scholarsh ip 13 19.4 3 8.8 Section Used
Loan 26 38.8 14 41.1 YES/NO Format
Work-Study 5 7.5 0 0 .0
Other 21 31.3 12 35.2

21. GRADE POINT AVERAGE

3.50-4 .00 14 20.9 3 9 .4 4 X2=12.95061
3.00-3.49 33 49.3 10 31.3 p= 0.0115*
2 .50-2 .99 17 25.4 11 34.4
2 .00-2 .49 3 4.5 6 18.8
1.50-1.99 0 0.0 2 6 .3

22. TIMES CHANGED MAJOR

None 64 95.5 29 85.3 2 x2=3.27256
One 2 3.0 3 8 .8 P=0.1947
Two 1 1.5 2 5 .9

23. MILES COMMUTED

0-10 10 14.9 5 14.7 4 x2=0.56153
11-20 18 26.9 9 26.5 p=0.9672
21-30 11 16.4 7 20.6
31-40 11 16.4 4 11.8
41-50 17 25.4 9 26.5

may not equal reported cases in all columns due to missing values.
fÿfrequency counts, %=percentages, X^=chi-squares, p=probability score.
* * <.05

< . 0 1
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TABLE 3-Continued

P e rs is tin g  N onpersisting Chi-Square &
Item ^N=67 N=34 d f P ro b ab ility

f % f %

24. NUMBER OF CHILDREN IN HOME

One 13 31.7 8 40.0 2 x2= 0.40950
Two 21 51.2 9 45.0 p= 0.8149
Three 7 17.1 3 15.0

25. HIGH SCHOOL ACADEMIC RANK

Upper one-fourth 27 42.9 13 39.4 3 X2= 0.81772
Upper o n e -h a lf 27 42.9 14 42.4 p= 0.8452
Lower o n e -h a lf 6 9.5 5 15.2
Lower one-fou rth 3 4.8 1 3.0

26. EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES IN HIGH SCHOOL

One 16 24.6 5 15.2 4 x2=2.52895
Two 17 26.2 9 27.3 pzO.6395
Three 7 10.8 5 15.2
Four or More 5 7.7 1 3.0
None 20 30.8 13 39.4

27. EXPECTED OUTSIDE CONTACTS WITH FACULTY

None 27 40.9 12 35.3 4 x2=4.45664
One to  th re e 21 31.8 17 50.0 P=0.3477
Four to  s ix 13 19.7 3 8.8
Seven to  nine 1 1.5 1 2.9
More than nine 4 6.1 1 2.9

28. DEGREE EXPECTATION

A ssociate 20 30.3 14 43.8 3 x2=4.35988
Bachelors 29 43.9 15 46.9 p=0.2251
M asters 14 21.2 3 9.4
D octorate 3 4.5 0 0.0

®N may n o t equal repo rted  cases in  a l l  columns due to  m issing v a lu es , 
fjfreq u en cy  co u n ts , %=percentages, X ^=chi-squares, p= probab ility  score. 
*<.05 

<.01
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TABLE 3-Continued

Item
P e rs is tin g

3N=67
N onpersisting

N=34
Chi-Square & 

d f  P ro b ab ility
f % f %

29. FURTHER NURSING EDUCATION

A ssociate 7 10.6 4 12.1 3 x2=0.82077
Bachelors 6 9.1 2 6.1 p=0.8445
M asters 1 1.5 0 0 .0
None o f th e

above 52 78.8 27 81.8

30. SJC COLLEGE SELECTION RANK

F i r s t  choice 53 79.1 25 73.5 2 X2=0.51450
Second Choice 13 19.4 8 23.5 P=0.7732
Third Choice 1 1.5 1 2 .9

31. INFLUENCE TOWARD NURSING

F ather 4 5.9 3 8 .8 Influence Toward
Mother 15 22.3 6 17.6 Nursing Section
B rother 0 0.0 1 2.9 YES/NO Format
S is te r 2 2.9 3 8 .8
Other 22 32.8 9 26.4
None 32 47.7 19 55.8

32. FAMILY- WORK IN HEALTH FIELD

Father 1 1.4 3 8 .8 Family Work Section
Mother 18 26.8 10 29.4 used a Yes/NO Format
B rother 2 2.9 0 0 .0
S is te r 16 23.8 7 20.5
Other 10 14.9 9 26.4
None 32 47.7 12 35.2

may n o t equal repo rted  cases in  a l l  columns due to  m issing va lu es , 
f jfreq u en cy  co u n ts , ?=percentages, X ^=chi-squares, p= probab ility  sco re . 
*<.05 

**<.01
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TABLE 3-Continued

Item
P e rs is tin g  N onpersisting

®N=67 N=34 d f
f  % r  %

Chi-Square & 
P ro b ab ility

33. STUDENT- WORK IN HEALTH FIELD

H ospital 37 55.2 19 55.8 Student Work
C lin ic 2 2.9 2 5 .8 Section used
Nursing Home 15 22.3 8 23.5 YES/NO Format
Other 4 5.9 3 8.8
None 20 29.8 11 32.3

^N may n o t equal rep o rted  cases in  a l l  columns due to  m issing v a lu es . 
f=frequency co u n ts , %=percentages, X ^=chi-squares, p= probab ility  sco re .

<.05
<.01

t r e n d s .  R a c i a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  two  g r o u p s  t e n d e d  t o  

a g r e e  w i t h  n a t i o n a l  t r e n d s  i n  t h a t  l e s s e r  s u c c e s s  r a t e s  were  

i n  e v i d e n c e  b y  B l a c k s ,  H i s p a n i c s ,  a n d  A m e r i c a n  I n d i a n  

s t u d e n t s .  A g r e a t e r  r a t i o  o f  s t u d e n t s  o f  t h e s e  r a c i a l  

b a c k g r o u n d s  e x p e r i e n c e d  n o n p e r s i s t e n c e  t h a n  t h e i r  

c o u n t e r p a r t  A n g l o / W h i t e  p e e r s .  W i t h  r e g a r d  t o  m a r i t a l  

s t a t u s  upon l e a v i n g  t h e  C o l l e g e  N u r s i n g  P r o g r a m ,  r a t i o s  f o r  

e a c h  g r o u p  w e r e  v e r y  s i m i l a r ;  r a t i o s  w e r e  s i m i l a r  f o r  

s t u d e n t s  whose  m a r i t a l  s t a t u s  c han g e d  w h i l e  e n r o l l e d  a t  t h e  

C o l l e g e .  The  r a t i o  o f  N o n v e t e r a n  s t u d e n t  p e r s i s t e r s  a s  

c om p a r ed  t o  N o n v e t e r a n  s t u d e n t  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  was t wo  t o  one 

i n  f a v o r  o f  p e r s i s t i n g  N o n v e t e r a n s .  L o g i c a l l y ,  f e w  

p e r s i s t e r s  o r  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  w e r e  V e t e r a n s .  M i n i m a l  

d i f f e r e n c e s  w e r e  f o u n d  i n  t h e  s u c c e s s  r a t e  o f  t h e  h i g h
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s c h o o l  g r a d u a t e  a s  c o m p a r e d  t o  t h e  n o n h i g h  s c h o o l  g r a d u a t e .  

I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  a g r e a t e r  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  G e n e r a l  E d u c a t i o n a l  

D e v e l o p m e n t  (GED) s t u d e n t s  w a s  n o t e d  among  n o n p e r s i s t e r s ,  

t h a n  was n o t e d  among p e r s i s t i n g  s t u d e n t s  who a l s o  p o s s e s s e d  

t h e  GED; a s m a l l  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  s t u d e n t s  who p o s s e s s e d  

n e i t h e r  t h e  GED n o r  t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l  d i p l o m a  p e r s i s t e d  i n  t h e  

p r o g r a m .  T h i s  t y p e  o f  s t u d e n t  was  t y p i c a l l y  t h e  o l d e r  

" a d u l t  l e a r n e r "  who t e n d e d  t o  p o s s e s s  t h e  m a t u r i t y  and 

a m b i t i o n  t o  s u c c e e d  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  p r i o r  l e v e l  o f  f o r m a l  

e d u c a t i o n .

D a t a  i n  T a b l e  3 d e p i c t  t h a t  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  a m i n i mu m  

o f  t w o  y e a r s  o f  r e s i d e n c e  a t  t h e  c o l l e g e  t e n d e d  t o  p e r s i s t  

i n  g r e a t e r  n u m b e r s  t h a n  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  l e s s  t i m e  e n r o l l e d  a t  

t h e  c o l l e g e .  N e a r l y  o n e - f o u r t h  o f  t h e  p e r s i s t i n g  s t u d e n t s  

r e q u i r e d  t h r e e  o r  mo r e  y e a r s  t o  f i n i s h  t h e  n u r s i n g  p ro gr am 

o f  s t u d y .  R a t i o s  o f  s t u d e n t s  on t h e  v a r i a b l e  " t i m e  s i n c e  

l e a v i n g  t h e  c o l l e g e "  w e r e  a b o u t  t h e  s a m e  f o r  p e r s i s t e r s  a s  

c om p ar e d  t o  n o n p e r s i s t e r s .  C i t i z e n s h i p  i n  Oklahoma r e v e a l e d  

s l i g h t  d i f f e r e n c e s  f o r  p e r s i s t e r s  a s  c o m p a r e d  t o  

n o n p e r s i s t e r s .  T o o ,  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  p e r s i s t e r s  and  

n o n p e r s i s t e r s ,  b a s e d  on  a s l i d i n g  s c a l e  o f  p o p u l a t i o n  s i z e  

o f  h o m e t o w n ,  w e r e  m i n i m a l .  L i k e  p e r c e n t a g e s  a p p e a r e d  f o r  

e a c h  g r o u p  o f  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  l e v e l  

o f  t h e  f a t h e r s .  S t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  were  

f o u n d  b e t w e e n  p e r s i s t e r s  and  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  

t h e  l e v e l s  o f  e d u c a t i o n  o f  t h e  m o t h e r ,  w i t h  m o t h e r s  o f



6 2

n o n p e r s i s t e r s  t w i c e  a s  l i k e l y  t o  n o t  h a v e  c o m p l e t e d  a h i g h  

s c h o o l  e d u c a t i o n  a s  compar ed  t o  t h e  m o t h e r s  o f  p e r s i s t e r s .  

The  d a t a  r e v e a l  t h a t  m o t h e r s  o f  p e r s i s t e r s  p o s s e s s e d  m o r e  

a d v a n c e d  l e v e l s  o f  e d u c a t i o n  t h a n  d i d  t h e  m o t h e r s  o f  

n o n p e r s i s t e r s .

The  d a t a  d e n o t e  t h a t  t h e  f a m i l y  i n c o m e  l e v e l s  o f  

p e r s i s t e r s  and  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  w e r e  v e r y  s i m i l a r  w i t h  m i n o r  

d i f f e r e n c e s  f o u n d  i n  i n c o m e  l e v e l s  b e t w e e n  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0  and 

$ 3 0 , 0 0 0  p e r  a n n u m .  P e r s o n a l  i n c o m e  o f  p e r s i s t e r s  and  

n o n p e r s i s t e r s  showed some i n c o n s i s t e n c y .  On t h e  l o w e r  end 

o f  t h e  r a n g e ,  $ 5 , 0 0 0  t o  $ 9 , 0 0 0  p e r  a n n u m ,  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  

e x c e e d e d  by a t wo  t o  one  r a t i o ,  t h e  p e r s i s t e r s .  P e r s i s t e r s  

i n  t h e  $ 2 0 , 0 0 0  t o  $ 3 0 , 0 0 0  r a n g e  e x c e e d e d  by  a t w o  t o  on e  

r a t i o  t h e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s .

D a t a  i n  T a b l e  3 r e v e a l  t h a t  a g r e a t e r  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  

p e r s i s t e r s  l i v e d  w i t h  t h e i r  p a r e n t s ,  e i t h e r  i n  S e m i n o l e  o r  

o u t s i d e  S e m i n o l e ,  t h a n  d i d  n o n p e r s i s t e r s .  The p e r c e n t a g e s  

we r e  a b o u t  ev en  f o r  e a c h  g r o up  l i v i n g  on t h e i r  own,  e i t h e r  

i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y ,  o r  i n  a n o t h e r  c om m u n i t y .  A s t a t i s t i c a l l y  

s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  was  f o u n d  b e t w e e n  p e r s i s t e r s  and 

n o n p e r s i s t e r s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  e n r o l l m e n t  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  t w o  

g r o u p s .  N e a r l y  20 p e r c e n t  more  o f  t h e  p e r s i s t e r s  were  f u l l ­

t i m e  s t u d e n t s  t h a n  n o n p e r s i s t e r s ;  m o r e o v e r ,  g r e a t e r  number s  

o f  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  w e r e  p a r t - t i m e  s t u d e n t s  t h a n  w e r e  

p e r s i s t e r s .  A s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  was  

f o u n d  b e t w e e n  p e r s i s t e r s  and  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e
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w o r k i n g  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  t w o  g r o u p s .  P e r c e n t a g e s  w e r e  a b o u t  

t h e  s a m e  f o r  e a c h  g r o u p  o f  s t u d e n t s  when n e i t h e r  g r o u p  

w o r k e d  i n  s ome  f o r m  o f  e m p l o y m e n t ;  y e t ,  p e r s i s t e r s  who 

w o r k e d  b e t w e e n  11 and  35 h o u r s  p e r  we ek  w e r e  e v i d e n t  i n  

g r e a t e r  n u m b e r s  t h a n  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  i n  t h e  s am e  w o r k  week  

r a n g e .  N o n p e r s i s t e r s  w o r k i n g  36 o r  m o r e  h o u r s  p e r  we ek  

o u t n u m b e r e d  p e r s i s t e r s  by a r a t i o  o f  t h r e e  t o  one .

P e r s i s t i n g  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m  who d i d  

n o t  r e c e i v e  f i n a n c i a l  a i d  o f  any  k i n d  e x c e e d e d  n o n p e r s i s t i n g  

s t u d e n t s  by a r a t i o  o f  two t o  one .  P e r s i s t i n g  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  

s c h o l a r s h i p s  e x c e e d e d  n o n p e r s i s t i n g  s t u d e n t s  by a r a t i o  o f  

s i x  t o  o n e .  T w i c e  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  p e r s i s t e r s  w e r e  r e c e i v i n g  

l o a n s  t h a n  w er e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s ;  a nd ,  w h i l e  a s m a l l  number  o f  

t h e  p e r s i s t e r  c o h o r t  w e r e  on  w o r k  s t u d y ,  n o n e  o f  t h e  

n o n p e r s i s t e r s  we r e  a s s i g n e d  work  s t u d y  p o s i t i o n s .

The d a t a  i n  T a b l e  3 i n d i c a t e  t h a t  p e r s i s t e r  s t u d e n t s  

a c h i e v e d  g r a d e  p o i n t  a v e r a g e s  i n  t h e  r a n g e  f r o m  3 . 00  t o

4 . 0 0 ,  by a r a t i o  o f  a l m o s t  t h r e e  t o  o n e  o v e r  n o n p e r s i s t e r s ,  

when t h e  g r a d i n g  s c a l e  was  a v e r a g e d  f o r  f o u r  o f  t h e  f i v e  

g r a d e  r a n g e s  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e .  T h e s e  

d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  g r a d e  p o i n t  a v e r a g e s  w e r e  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  

s i g n i f i c a n t  b e t w e e n  t h e  two g r o u p s  o f  s t u d e n t s .  A g r e a t e r  

n u m b e r  o f  p e r s i s t e r s  d e c l a r e d  no c h a n g e  i n  t h e i r  c o l l e g e  

m a j o r  t h a n  d i d  n o n p e r s i s t e r s .  T h e r e  w e r e  f e w  d i f f e r e n c e s  

b e t w e e n  p e r s i s t e r s  a nd  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  

number  o f  m i l e s  commuted t o  t h e  c o l l e g e  campus .  Whi l e  t h e r e
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we r e  m i n o r  p e r c e n t a g e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e  number  o f  c h i l d r e n  

l i v i n g  a t  h o m e  f o r  b o t h  t h e  p e r s i s t e r s  a n d  t h e  

n o n p e r s i s t e r s ,  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  a p p e a r e d  t o  be n o m i n a l .

D i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  p e r s i s t e r s  and n o n p e r s i s t e r s  on 

h i g h  s c h o o l  a c a d e m i c  r a n k  w e r e  m i n i m a l .  The  g r e a t e s t  

v a r i a t i o n  e x i s t e d  i n  t h e  l o w e r  o n e - h a l f  and o n e - f o u r t h  r a n k s  

o f  t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l  c l a s s .  A g r e a t e r  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  

p e r s i s t e r s  t h a n  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  w e r e  i n v o l v e d  i n  o n e  

e x t r a c u r r i c u l a r  a c t i v i t y  i n  h i g h  s c h o o l .  Both  g r o u p s  w e r e  

s i m i l a r  i n  d e g r e e  o f  e x t r a c u r r i c u l a r  i n v o l v e m e n t  when more  

t h a n  one  e v e n t  was n o t e d .  P e r s i s t e r  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  N u r s i n g  

P r o g r a m w e r e  l e s s  e x p e c t a n t  o f  o u t s i d e  i n v o l v e m e n t / c o n t a c t  

w i t h  f a c u l t y  t h a n  n o n p e r s i s t e r s .  However ,  o n e - h a l f  o f  t h e  

n o n p e r s i s t e r s  a s  c o m p a r e d  t o  o n l y  o n e - t h i r d  o f  t h e  

p e r s i s t e r s  e x p e c t e d  o u t s i d e  c o n t a c t  w i t h  f a c u l t y  f r om  one  t o  

t h r e e  t i m e s  p e r  week.

D a t a  i n  T a b l e  3 i n d i c a t e  a g r e a t e r  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  

n o n p e r s i s t e r s  e x p e c t  t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  A s s o c i a t e  D e g r e e  t h a n  

p e r s i s t e r  s t u d e n t s .  H o w e v e r ,  an  e q u a l  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  e a c h  

g r o u p  e x p e c t e d  t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  B a c h e l o r s  D e g r e e .  A g r e a t e r  

p e r c e n t a g e  o f  p e r s i s t e r s  e x p e c t e d  t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  M a s t e r s  and 

D o c t o r a t e  t h a n  d i d  n o n p e r s i s t e r s .  I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  m o r e  

n o n p e r s i s t e r s  t h a n  p e r s i s t e r s  e x p e c t e d  t o  f u r t h e r  t h e i r  

n u r s i n g  e d u c a t i o n .  T h e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  p e r s i s t e r s  a n d  

n o n p e r s i s t e r s  who s e l e c t e d  S e m i n o l e  J u n i o r  C o l l e g e  a s  a 

f i r s t ,  s e c o n d ,  o r  t h i r d  c h o i c e  w e r e  a b o u t  t h e  s a m e  i n
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p r o p o r t i o n .  N e a r l y  e i g h t  o u t  o f  t e n  s t u d e n t s  i n  e a c h  g r o u p  

r a n k e d  S e m i n o l e  J u n i o r  C o l l e g e  a s  t h e i r  f i r s t  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  

c h o i c e .  More t h a n  t w i c e  a s  many p e r s i s t e r s  a s  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  

s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  m o t h e r  i n  t h e  f a m i l y  wa s  an i n f l u e n c e  on 

t h e i r  s e l e c t i o n  o f  n u r s i n g  a s  a p r o g r a m  o f  s t u d y .  The  

m a j o r i t y  o f  s t u d e n t s  i n  e a c h  g r o u p  s t a t e d  t h a t  no o n e  

i n f l u e n c e d  them i n  t h e i r  c a r e e r  c h o i c e .  The p r e p o n d e r a n c e  

o f  n o n p e r s i s t e r  s t u d e n t s  s t a t e d  t h a t  no one  i n f l u e n c e d  them 

i n  t h e i r  c a r e e r  c h o i c e  o f  n u r s i n g .

F a m i l y  m e m b e r s  o f  n o n p e r s i s t e r s :  f a t h e r ,  m o t h e r ,

b r o t h e r ,  s i s t e r ,  o t h e r s ;  we r e  r e p o r t e d  i n  g r e a t e r  n u m b e r s  t o  

h a v e  w o r k e d  i n  t h e  h e a l t h  f i e l d  a s  c o m p a r e d  t o  p e r s i s t e r s .  

P e r s i s t e r s  w o r k e d  i n  g r e a t e r  n u m b e r s  i n  h e a l t h  f i e l d  

s e t t i n g s ,  e .  g . h o s p i t a l s ,  c l i n i c s ,  t h a n  d i d  t h e i r  

c o u n t e r p a r t  n o n p e r s i s t e r  p e e r s .

R e s e a r c h  H y p o t h e s i s  Two

H02 T h e r e  a r e  no s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  

d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  p e r s i s t e r s  and  

n o n p e r s i s t e r s  on  t h e  b a s i s  o f  i m p o r t a n c e  

r a t i n g s  on Ac a d e mi c ,  E m p l o y m e n t / F i n a n c i a l ,  

P e r s o n a l ,  P r o g r a m ,  F a m i l y ,  o r  C o m m u t e r  

P r o b l e m s .
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Da ta  i n  T a b l e  4 d e p i c t  t h a t  t h e  n u l l  h y p o t h e s i s  o f  iTO 

s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  N u r s i n g  

P r o g r a m  p e r s i s t e r s  an d  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  was  r e j e c t e d  on t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  s e l e c t e d  v a r i a b l e s  r e l a t e d  t o :  

A c ad e mi c ,  E m pl o y m e n t ,  F i n a n c i a l ,  P e r s o n a l ,  P r o g r a m ,  F a m i l y ,  

o r  C o m m u t e r  P r o b l e m s :  C o u r s e  D i f f i c u l t y  ( i t e m  2 ) ,  B r e a k

f r o m  S t u d i e s  ( i t e m  5 ) ,  I r r e l e v a n t  C o u r s e  Work ( i t e m  6 ) ,  

S t u d y  T i m e - C o n s u m i n g  ( i t e m  1 8 ) ,  C o n f l i c t  w i t h  N u r s i n g  

P e r s o n n e l  ( i t e m  2 3 ) ,  T i r e d  o f  S c h o o l  ( i t e m  2 4 ) ,  C o n c e r n  o f  

N u r s i n g  P e r s o n n e l  ( i t e m  2 7 ) ,  and Q u a l i t y  o f  N u r s i n g  C l a s s e s  

( i t e m  3 0 ) ,  N u r s i n g  P r o g ra m Demanding ( i t e m  3 4 ) ,  and Lack o f  

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  ( i t e m  48) .

W h i l e  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  were  n o t  

o b s e r v e d  on a l l  v a r i a b l e s  i n  t h e  h y p o t h e s i s ,  f r e q u e n c y  c e l l  

r e s p o n s e s  i n  a number  o f  t h e  v a r i a b l e s  d e s e r v e  d i s c u s s i o n .

Academic  V a r i a b l e s ,  H y p o t h e s i s  Two:

D a t a  i n  T a b l e  4 d e p i c t  t h a t  p e r s i s t e r  n u r s i n g  

s t u d e n t s  g e n e r a l l y  a g r e e d  w i t h  n o n p e r s i s t i n g  n u r s i n g  

s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n a t e  p e r c e n t a g e s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e i r  

v i e w s  a b o u t  A c a d e m i c  P e r f o r m a n c e  a s  a r a t i o n a l e  f o r  

p e r s i s t e n c e  o r  n o n p e r s i s t e n c e  i n  t h e  N u r s i n g  P r o g r a m .  

H o w e v e r ,  n o n p e r s i s t e r s ,  by  a r a t i o  o f  t h r e e  t o  t w o  o v e r  

p e r s i s t e r s ,  d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  C o u r s e  D i f f i c u l t y  

i n f l u e n c e d  t h e i r  d e c i s i o n  t o  t e r m i n a t e  t h e  p r o g r a m  o f  

s t u d i e s .  U n d e r s t a n d a b l y ,  E a s e  o f  C o u r s e w o r k  was  n o t  a
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TABLE 4

PERCEPTIONS OF PERSISTING AND NONPERSISTING NURSING PROGRAM STUDENTS 
Regarding: Academic, Employment/Financial, Personal, Program

R elated, Family, and Commuting Problems Encountered,
While Enrolled in  the  Nursing Program o f  Study

P e rs is tin g  N onpersisting Chi-Square &
Item ®N=67 N=34 d f  P ro b ab ility

f % f %

1. ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE

Not a Reason/Affect 31 47.7 19 55.9 3 x2= 1.288826
Minor Reason/Affect 18 27.7 8 23.5 P= 0.7319
Moderate Reason/Affect 12 18.5 4 11.8
Major Reason/Affect 4 6.2 3 8.8

2. COURSE DIFFICULTY

Not a Reason/Affect 34 51.5 26 76.5 3 x2= 9.39085
Minor Reason/Affect 21 31.8 3 8.8 P= 0.0245*
Moderate Reason/Affect 10 15.2 3 8.8
Major Reason/Affect 1 1.5 2 5.9

3. COURSE EASY

Not a Reason/Affect 55 83.3 33 97.1 3 X2= 4.26852
Minor Reason/Affect 6 9.1 1 2.9 P= 0.2339
Moderate Reason/Affect 4 6.1 0 0 .0
Major Reason/Affect 1 1.5 0 0.0

4 . STUDY TECHNIQUES

Not a Reason/Affect 22 33.3 17 50.0 3 X2= 3.82819
Minor Reason/Affect 16 24.2 4 11.8 P= 0.2806
Moderate Reason/Affect 20 30.3 8 23.5
Major Reason/Affect 8 12.1 5 14.7

®N may not equal reported cases in all columns due to missing values.
f=frequency counts, %=percentages, X^=chi-squares, p=probability score.
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TABLE 4-Continued

P e rs is tin g N onpersisting Chi-Square &
Item ^N=67 N=34 d f P ro b ab ility

f % f %

5 . BREAK FROM STUDIES

Not a Reason/Affect 25 37.3 24 70.6 4 x2=11.59979
Minor Reason/Affect 18 26.9 2 5.9 p= 0.0206*
Moderate Reason/Affect 16 23.9 6 17.6
Major Reason/Affect 7 10.4 2 5.9

6. IRRELEVANT COURSEWORK

Not a Reason/Affect 43 65.2 31 91.2 3 X2=14.37828
Minor Reason/Affect 19 28.8 0 0.0 p= 0.0024**
Moderate Reason/Affect 2 3.0 3 8 .8
Major Reason/Affect 2 3.0 0 0.0

7 . CUT CLASS

Not a Reason/Affect 56 84.8 31 91.2 3 X2= 4.14626
Minor Reason/Affect 7 10.6 2 5.9 p= 0.2461
Moderate Reason/Affect 0 0.0 1 2.9
Major Reason/Affect 3 4.5 0 0.0

8. UNABLE TO CONCENTRATE

Not a Reason/Affect 34 52.3 19 55.9 3 X2= 1.17267
Minor Reason/Affect 20 30.8 8 23.5 p= 0.7596
Moderate Reason/Affect 6 9.2 5 14.7
Major Reason/Affect 5 7.7 2 5.9

9. NONCLASSROOM INTERACTION

Not a Reason/Affect 53 81.5 30 88.2 3 X2= 1.68919
Minor Reason/Affect 5 7.7 2 5.9 p= 0.6393
Moderate Reason/Affect 6 9 .2 1 2 .9
Major Reason/Affect 1 1.5 1 2.9

may not equal reported cases in all columns due to missing values.
f=frequency counts, %=percentages, X^=chi-squares, p=probability score.
* * <.05

< . 0 1
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TABLE 4-Continued

Item
P e rs is tin g

%=67
N onpersisting

N=34
Chi-Square & 

d f  P ro b ab ility
f % f %

10. BACKGROUND FOR COURSES

Not a Reason/A ffect 43 65.2 25 73.5 4 X2= 6.48920
Minor Reason/A ffect 15 22.7 3 8 .8 P= 0.1655
Moderate Reason/A ffect 3 4 .5 5 14.7
Major Reason/A ffect 4 6.1 1 2 .9

11. COMPETITION WITH STUDENTS

Not a Reason/A ffect 53 80.3 29 85.3 3 X2= 2.87922
Minor Reason/A ffect 9 13.6 3 8 .8 P= 0.4106
Moderate Reason/A ffect 4 6.1 1 2 .9
Major Reason/A ffect 0 0 .0 1 2.9

12. COURSE SCHEDULING

Not a Reason/A ffect 52 78.8 31 91.2 3 X2= 4.14182
Minor Reason/A ffect 8 12.1 1 2.9 P= 0.2466
Moderate Reason/A ffect 3 4 .5 0 0 .0
Major Reason/A ffect 3 4.5 2 5.9

13. JOB CONFLICT WITH STUDIES

Not a Reason/A ffect 35 53.0 22 66.7 3 X2= 3.71053
Minor Reason/A ffect 9 13.6 3 9.1 P= 0.2945
Moderate Reason/A ffect 15 22.7 3 9.1
Major Reason/A ffect 7 10.6 5 15.2

14. MILITARY SERVICE

Not a Reason/A ffect 62 96.9 33 100.0 2 X2= 1.05296
Minor Reason/A ffect 1 1.6 0 0 .0 P= 0.5907
Moderate Reason/A ffect 0 0 .0 0 0 .0
Major Reason/A ffect 1 1.6 0 0.0

®N may not equal reported cases in all columns due to missing values,
fgfrequency counts, %=percentages, X̂ zchi-squares, p=probability score.
* * <.05

< . 0 1
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TABLE 4-Continued

Item
P e rs is tin g

3n=67
N onpersisting

N=34
Chi-Square & 

d f  P ro b ab ility
f % f %

15. INSUFFICIENT FINANCES

Not a Reason/Affect 33 50.8 20 60.6 3 x2= 7.69973
Minor Reason/A ffect 12 18.5 1 3.0 p= 0.0526
Moderate Reason/A ffect 13 20.0 4 12.1
Major Reason/A ffect 7 10.8 8 24.2

16. INSUFFICIENT FINANCIAL AID

Not a Reason/Affect 47 72.3 27 84.4 3 x2= 4.87632
Minor Reason/Affect 4 6.2 1 - 3.1 • p= 0.1811
Moderate Reason/A ffect 11 16.9 1 3.1
Major Reason/A ffect 3 4.6 3 9.4

17. CHILD CARE COST

Not a Reason/A ffect 55 84.6 28 84.8 3 X2= 0.22479
Minor Reason/Affect 3 4.6 2 6.1 P= 0.9735
Moderate Reason/Affect 4 6 .2 2 6.1
Major Reason/Affect 3 4.6 1 3.0

18. STUDY TIME-CONSUMING

Not a Reason/Affect 14 21.2 18 56.3 3 x2=12.30934
Minor Reason/A ffect 27 40.9 6 18.8 p= 0.0064**
Moderate Reason/A ffect 19 28.8 6 18.8
Major Reason/A ffect 6 9.1 2 6 .3

19. HOME RESPONSIBILITIES

Not a Reason/Affect 22 33.8 11 32.4 3 x2= 2.04943
Minor Reason/A ffect 13 20.0 5 14.7 p= 0.5622
Moderate Reason/A ffect 17 26.2 7 20.6
Major Reason/Affect 13 20.0 11 32.4

may not equal reported cases in all columns due to missing values.
f=frequency counts, %=percentages, X^=chi-squares, p=probability score.
**<.05

< . 0 1
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TABLE 4-Continued

Item
P e rs is tin g

^N=67
N onpersisting

N=34
Chi-Square & 

d f P ro b ab ility
f % f %

20. EMOTIONAL PROBLEMS

Not a Reason/Affect 27 40.9 13 38.2 3 x2= 3.30511
Minor Reason/A ffect 17 23.5 8 23.5 p= 0.3469
Moderate Reason/Affect 15 22.7 5 14.7
Major Reason/Affect 7 10.6 8 23.5

21. ILLNESS

Not a Reason/Affect 43 66.2 16 50.0 3 x2= 7.80128
Minor Reason/Affect 10 15.4 3 9.4 p= 0.0503
Moderate Reason/A ffect 6 9 .2 3 9.4
Major Reason/Affect 5 9 .2 10 31.3

22. CONFLICT WITH COLLEGE AUTHORITIES

Not a Reason/Affect 56 86.2 28 84.8 3 ' x2= 3.04203
Minor Reason/Affect 5 7.7 3 9.1 P= 0.3852
Moderate Reason/A ffect 3 4 .6 0 0.0
Major Reason/Affect 1 1.5 2 6.1

23. CONFLICT WITH NURSING PERSONNEL

Not a Reason/Affect 48 73.8 17 51.5 3 x2= 9.24436
Minor Reason/Affect 9 13.8 4 12.1 p= 0.0262*
Moderate Reason/A ffect 6 9.2 6 18.2
Major Reason/A ffect 2 3.1 6 18.2

24. TIRED OF SCHOOL

Not a Reason/Affect 37 56.1 29 87.9 3 x2=10.36590
Minor Reason/A ffect 17 25.8 3 9.1 p= 0.0157*
Moderate Reason/A ffect 8 12.1 1 3 .0
Major Reason/Affect 4 6.1 0 0.0

®N may no t equal rep o rted  cases in  a l l  columns due to  m issing va lues, 
fzfrequency coun ts, %=percentages, X ^=chi-squares, p= probab ility  sco re . 
-:< .05  
*<.01
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TABLE 4-Continued

Item
P e rs is tin g

%=57
N onpersisting

N=34
Chi-Square & 

d f P ro b ab ility
f % f %

25. UNFORSEEN CATASTROPHE

Not a Reason/Affect 51 78.5 28 84.8 3 x2= 6.18439
Minor Reason/Affect 7 10.8 1 3.0 p= 0.1030
Moderate Reason/Affect 0 0 .0 2 6.1
Major Reason/Affect 7 10.8 2 6.1

26. CONCERN OF COLLEGE PERSONNEL

Not a Reason/Affect 54 83.1 26 83.9 3 x2= 1.05757
Minor Reason/Affect 5 7 .7 3 9.7 p= 0.7873
Moderate Reason/Affect 5 7 .7 1 3 .2
Major Reason/Affect 1 1.5 1 3.2

27. CONCERN OF NURSING PERSONNEL

Not a Reason/Affect 51 78.5 19 59.4 3 x2=i1.22389
Minor Reason/Affect 3 4.6 1 3.1 p= 0.0106*
Moderate Reason/Affect 9 13.8 4 12.5
Major Reason/Affect 2 3.1 8 25.0

28. CONFLICT WITH PEERS

Not a Reason/Affect 57 87.7 28 87.5 3 X2= 2.76513
Minor Reason/Affect 5 10.8 2 6.3 p= 0.4293
Moderate Reason/Affect 1 1.5 1 3.1
Major Reason/Affect 0 0.0 1 3.1

29. SOCIAL RELATIONSHIPS

Not a Reason/Affect 57 87.7 32 97.0 3 x2= 3.99998
Minor Reason/Affect 5 7.7 0 0.0 p= 0.2615
Moderate Reason/Affect 2 3.1 0 0 .0
Major Reason/Affect 1 1.5 1 3.0

may not equal reported cases in all columns due to missing values.
f=frequency counts, %=percentages, X^rchi-squares, p=probability score.
* * <.05

< . 0 1
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TABLE 4-Continued

Item
P e rs is tin g

®N=67
N onpersisting

N=34
Chi-Square & 

d f  P ro b ab ility
f % f %

30. QUALITY OF NURSING CLASSES

Not a Reason/Affect 35 52.2 18 52.9 3 x2=l0.68370
Minor Reason/A ffect 16 23.9 3 8.8 p= 0.0136*
Moderate Reason/Affect 14 20.9 6 17.6
Major Reason/A ffect 2 3.0 7 20.6

31. QUALITY OF OTHER CLASSES

Not a Reason/A ffect 39 59.1 29 85.3 3 x2= 7.25623
Minor Reason/A ffect 19 28.8 4 11.8 p= 0.0642
Moderate Reason/Affect 7 10.6 1 2 .9
Major Reason/A ffect 1 1.5 0 0.0

32. CONFLICT WITH INSTRUCTORS

Not a Reason/A ffect 50 76.9 27 81.8 3 x2= 5.77499
Minor Reason/A ffect 6 9.2 1 3.0 p= 0.1231
Moderate Reason/Affect 7 10.8 1 3 .0
Major Reason/A ffect 2 3.1 4 12.1

33. NURSING PROGRAM IMPERSONAL

Not a Reason/A ffect 49 75.4 23 67.6 3 x2= 6.29949
Minor Reason/A ffect 10 15.4 6 17.6 P= 0.0979
Moderate Reason/A ffect 6 9 .2 2 5 .9
Major Reason/A ffect 0 0.0 3 8.8

34. NURSING PROGRAM DEMANDING

Not a Reason/A ffect 19 28.8 21 63.6 3 x2=17.06664
Minor Reason/A ffect 27 40=9 4 12.1 p= 0.0007**
Moderate Reason/A ffect 16 24.2 3 9.1
Major Reason/A ffect 4 6.1 5 15.2

may not equal reported cases in all columns due to missing
f= frequency counts, %=percentages, X̂ =chi-squares, p=probabil

v a lu es . 
p ro b a b ility  sco re .

* * <.05
< . 0 1
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TABLE 4-Continued

Item
P e rs is tin g

®N=67
N onpersisting

N=34
Chi-Square & 

d f P ro b ab ility
f % f %

35. CREDITS WOULD NOT TRANSFER

Not a Reason/A ffect 44 66.7 23 67.6 3 x2= 0.28707
Minor Reason/A ffect 8 12.1 3 8.8 p= 0.9624
Moderate Reason/A ffect 5 7 .6 3 8.8 '
Major Reason/A ffect 9 13.6 5 14.7

36. LACK OF INTEREST

Not a Reason/A ffect 58 89.2 31 91.2 3 X2= 1.09090
Minor Reason/A ffect 5 7.7 3 8.8 P= 0.7793
Moderate Reason/A ffect 1 1.5 0 0.0
Major Reason/A ffect 1 1.5 0 0.0

37. PERSONAL GOALS DIFFERENT

Not a Reason/A ffect 53 81.5 28 82.4 3 X2= 2.50455
Minor Reason/A ffect 11 16.9 5 14.7 p= 0.4745
Moderate Reason/A ffect 1 1.5 0 0.0
Major Reason/A ffect 0 0 .0 1 2.9

38. UNSUITABLE PERSONALITY

Not a Reason/A ffect 59 90.8 31 91.2 3 X2= 0.37405
Minor Reason/A ffect 3 4.6 1 2.9 p= 0.9455
Moderate Reason/A ffect 2 3.1 1 2 .9
Major R eason/A ffect 1 1.5 1 2.9

39. DISLIKE FOR NURSING PROGRAM

Not a Reason/A ffect 55 84.6 24 70.6 3 x2= 4.74074
Minor R eason/A ffect 7 10.8 4 11.8 p= 0.1918
Moderate Reason/A ffect 1 1.5 2 5.9
Major R eason/A ffect 2 3.1 4 11.8

may not equal reported cases in all columns due to missing values.
f=frequency counts, %=percentages, X^=chi-squares, p=probability score.
* * <.05

< . 0 1
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TABLE 4-Continued

Item
P e rs is tin g

3n=67
N onpersisting

N=34
Chi-Square & 

d f  P ro b ab ility
f % f %

40. DISLIKE FOR NURSING

Not a Reason/A ffect 59 90.8 32 94.1 3 x2= 1.66741
Minor Reason/A ffect 3 4.6 2 5.9 P= 0.6442
Moderate Reason/A ffect 1 1.5 0 0.0
Major Reason/A ffect 2 3.0 0 0.0

41. BABYSITTING PROBLEMS

Not a Reason/A ffect 53 81.5 32 94.1 3 x2= 3.67482
Minor Reason/A ffect 7 10.8 1 2.9 P= 0.2988
Moderate Reason/A ffect 3 4 .6 0 0.0
Major Reason/A ffect 2 3.1 1 2.9

42. MARITAL STATUS CHANGED

Not a Reason/A ffect 55 84.6 28 82.4 3 X2= 1.50981
Minor Reason/A ffect 5 7.7 2 5.9 P= 0.6800
Moderate Reason/A ffect 4 6.2 2 5.9
Major Reason/A ffect 1 1.5 2 5.9

43. BECAME PREGNANT OR BORE CHILD

Not a Reason/A ffect 60 92.3 31 91.2 3 X2= 5.02765
Minor Reason/A ffect 2 3.1 0 0.0 P= 0.1698

■Moderate Reason/A ffect 2 3.1 0 0.0
Major Reason/A ffect 1 1.5 3 8.8

44. TIME FOR CHILDREN

Not a Reason/A ffect 44 67.7 27 79.4 3 X2= 3.17462
Minor Reason/A ffect 12 18.5 4 11.8 P= 0.3655
Moderate Reason/A ffect 7 10.8 1 2.9
Major Reason/A ffect 2 3.1 2 5.9

may not equal reported cases in all columns due to missing values.
f=frequency counts, %=percentages, X̂ schi-squares, p=probability score.
* * <.05

< . 0 1
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TABLE 4-Continued

Item
P e rs is tin g

3n=67
N onpersisting

N=34
Chi-Square & 

d f P ro b ab ility
f % f %

45. SUPPORT FROM SPOUSE

Not a Reason/Affect 48 75.0 23 69.7 3 x2= 2.45773
Minor Reason/Affect 5 7.8 4 12.1 P= 0.4830
Moderate Reason/Affect 2 3.1 3 9.1
Major Reason/Affect 9 14.1 3 9.1

46. SUPPORT FROM CHILDREN

Not a Reason/Affect 51 81.0 31 93.9 3 X2= 3.32805
Minor Reason/Affect 7 11.1 1 3.0 P= 0.3438
Moderate Reason/Affect 3 4 .8 1 3.0
Major Reason/Affect 2 3.2 0 0.0

47. SUPPORT FROM PARENTS

Not a Reason/Affect 57 89.1 33 100.0 3 X2= 3.89011
Minor Reason/Affect 3 4.7 0 0.0 P= 0.2736
Moderate Reason/Affect 2 3.1 0 0.0
Major Reason/Affect 2 3.1 0 0.0

48. LACK OF TRANSPORTATION

Not a Reason/A ffect 49 75.4 31 91.20 3 X2= 8.14118
Minor Reason/A ffect 8 12.3 0 0.0 P= 0.0432*
Moderate Reason/Affect 5 7 .7 0 0.0
Major Reason/Affect 3 4.6 3 8.8

49. COMMUTING EXPENSE

Not a Reason/Affect 34 52.3 23 67.6 3 X2= 3.24076
Minor Reason/A ffect 14 21.5 3 8.8 P= 0.3560
Moderate Reason/Affect 7 10.8 4 11.8
Major Reason/A ffect 10 15.4 4 11.8

may no t equal rep o rted  cases in  a l l  columns due to  m issing v a lu es , 
fzfrequency coun ts, %=percentages, X ^zchi-squares, p= probab ility  sco re . 
_:<.05 
*<.01
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TABLE 4-Continued

P e rs is tin g  N onpersisting Chi-Square &
Item ®N=67 N=34 d f P ro b ab ility

f  % f  %

50. ROAD OR WEATHER CONDITIONS

Not a Reason/Affect 36 55.4 26 76.5 3 x2= 4.67889
Minor Reason/Affect 17 26.2 4 11.8 p= 0.1969
Moderate Reason/Affect 8 12.3 2 5.9
Major Reason/Affect 4 6.2 2 5.9

®N may not equal reported  cases in a l l  columns due to  m issing values, 
fgfrequency coun ts, %=percentages, X ^zchi-squares, p= probab ility  sco re . 

<.05
**<.01

d i s t i n c t  r a t i o n a l e  f o r  c o n t i n u i n g  o r  d r o p p i n g  t h e  p ro g r am o f  

s t u d y  by e i t h e r  p e r s i s t e r s  o r  n o n p e r s i s t e r s .  I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  

a much  g r e a t e r  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  

S t u d y  T e c h n i q u e s  w er e  n o t  a r e a s o n  f o r  d r o p p i n g  t h e  p r og r am 

o f  s t u d y ,  a s  c o m p a r e d  t o  s t u d e n t s  who p e r s i s t e d  i n  t h e  

p r o g r a m .  N o n p e r s i s t i n g  N u r s i n g  Pr ogram s t u d e n t s  b e l i e v e d  by 

a r a t i o  o f  t wo  t o  one  more  t h a t  p e r s i s t i n g  s t u d e n t s ,  t h a t  a 

Br eak  f r om S t u d i e s  was n o t  a r e a s o n  f o r  d r o p p i n g  o u t  o f  t h e  

p r o g r a m .  More t h a t  90 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  n o n p e r s i s t i n g  s t u d e n t s  

l i s t e d  I r r e l e v a n t  C o u r s e w o r k  a s  n o t  b e i n g  a r a t i o n a l e  f o r  

d i s c o n t i n u i n g  t h e  N u r s i n g  P r o g r a m .  B o t h  p e r s i s t i n g  and  

n o n p e r s i s t i n g  s t u d e n t s  g e n e r a l l y  a g r e e d  i n  e q u a l  p r o p o r t i o n s  

t h a t  C u t t i n g  C l a s s e s  was n o t  a r e a s o n  f o r  c o n t i n u i n g  w i t h  o r  

d r o p p i n g  o u t  o f  t h e  p r o g r - a m .  N o n p e r s i s t i n g  s t u d e n t s  

a p p r o a c h i n g  25 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t



78

t h e i r  I n a b i l i t y  t o  C o n c e n t r a t e ,  t o  a m i n o r  d e g r e e ,  a f f e c t e d  

t h e i r  d e c i s i o n  t o  d i s c o n t i n u e  t h e  p r o g r a m  o f  s t u d y .  N e a r l y  

20 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  i n d i c a t e d  t h e i r  I n a b i l i t y  t o  

C o n c e n t r a t e  f r o m a m o d e r a t e  t o  a m a j o r  d e g r e e  a f f e c t e d  t h e i r  

d e c i s i o n  t o  d r o p  o u t .  B o t h  p e r s i s t i n g  a n d  n o n p e r s i s t i n g  

N u r s i n g  P r o g r a m  s t u d e n t s  g e n e r a l l y  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e i r  

N o n c l a s s r o o m  I n t e r a c t i o n  w i t h  F a c u l t y  had l i t t l e  t o  do w i t h  

t h e i r  p e r s i s t e n c e  i n  t h e  p r o g r a m  o f  s t u d y .  L e s s  t h a n  20 

p e r c e n t  o f  p e r s i s t e r s  and n o n p e r s i s t e r s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e i r  

Backg r ound  f o r  t h e  N u r s i n g  P r o g r a m  C o u r s e w o r k  was e i t h e r  a 

m o d e r a t e  o r  a m a j o r  r e a s o n  f o r  p e r s i s t e n c e  o r  n o n p e r s i s t e n c e  

i n  t h e  p r o g r a m .  S i m i l a r l y ,  b o t h  g r o u p s  o f  s t u d e n t s  d i d  n o t  

b e l i e v e  t o  any  g r e a t  e x t e n t  t h a t  t h e  C o m p e t i t i o n  w i t h  O t h e r  

S t u d e n t s  a f f e c t e d  t h e i r  d e g r e e  o f  s u c c e s s  i n  t h e  N u r s i n g  

P r og ra m o f  s t u d y .  Too,  C ou r s e  S c h e d u l i n g  was n o t  p e r c e i v e d  

by  e i t h e r  g r o u p  a s  a s t r o n g  r a t i o n a l e  f o r  t h e i r  s u c c e s s  o r  

f a i l u r e  i n  t h e  p r o g r a m .

E m p l o y m e n t / F i n a n c i a l  P r o b l em V a r i a b l e s ,  H y p o t h e s i s  Two;

D a t a  i n  T a b l e  4 i n d i c a t e  t h a t  n e a r l y  25 p e r c e n t  o f  

t h e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  p e r c e i v e d  t h a t  J o b  C o n f l i c t  w i t h  t h e i r  

S t u d i e s  a f f e c t e d  t h e i r  d e c i s i o n  t o  d r o p  o u t  o f  t h e  N u r s i n g  

P r o g r a m  o f  s t u d y .  H o w e v e r ,  a s i m i l a r  r a t i o  f o r  t h i s  

v a r i a b l e  was l i s t e d  by p e r s i s t i n g  s t u d e n t s .  B oth  g r o u p s  o f  

s t u d e n t s  c i t e d  i n  a l m o s t  u n a n i m o u s  f a s h i o n  t h a t  M i l i t a r y  

S e r v i c e  was n e i t h e r  a r e a s o n  t o  p e r s i s t  n o r  d r o p  o u t  o f  t h e
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p r o g r a m  o f  s t u d y .  The d a t a  i n  T a b l e  4 do n o t  r e v e a l  a 

s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  p e r s i s t e r s  and 

n o n p e r s i s t e r s  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  I n s u f f i c i e n t  F i n a n c e  

v a r i a b l e .  More  t h a t  50 p e r c e n t  o f  e a c h  g r o u p  f e l t  t h a t  

I n s u f f i c i e n t  F i n a n c e  was n o t  a p r o b l e m .  S i m i l a r  p e r c e n t a g e s  

were  f o un d  f o r  e a c h  g r o u p  r e g a r d i n g  I n s u f f i c i e n t  F i n a n c i a l  

A i d ;  h o w e v e r ,  b e t w e e n  12 a n d  20 p e r c e n t  o f  e a c h  g r o u p  s aw  

t h i s  a s  a m o d e r a t e  t o  m a j o r  p r o b l e m .

D a t a  i n  T a b l e  4 i n d i c a t e  t h a t  b o t h  p e r s i s t e r s  a nd  

n o n p e r s i s t e r s ,  i n  t h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y ,  d i d  n o t  f e e l  t h a t  C h i l d  

C a r e  C o s t s  w e r e  a r e a s o n  f o r  t h e i r  c o n t i n u a n c e  o r  

d i s c o n t i n u a n c e  i n  t h e  p r o g r a m o f  s t u d y .

P e r s o n a l  P r o b l e m s  V a r i a b l e s ,  H y p o t h e s i s  Two:

More  t h a t  25 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s ,  a n d  l i k e  

n u m b e r s  o f  p e r s i s t e r s  l i s t e d  T i m e - C o n s u m i n g  S t u d y  a s  a 

m o d e r a t e  t o  m a j o r  r e a s o n  f o r  c o n t i n u i n g  o r  d i s c o n t i n u i n g  t h e  

p r o g r a m  o f  s t u d y .  More t h a t  50 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  

p e r c e i v e d  t h a t  Home R e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  w e r e  a m o d e r a t e  t o  

m a j o r  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e i r  t e r m i n a t i n g  t h e  p r o g r a m .  N e a r l y  70 

p e r c e n t  o f  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  Home R e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  

p l a y e d  some r o l e  i n  t h e i r  d i s c o n t i n u i n g  t h e  p r o g r a m .  More 

t h a n  60 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  l i s t e d  E m o t i o n a l  

P r o b l e m s  a s  a m i n o r  t o  m a j o r  r e a s o n  a f f e c t i n g  t h e i r  d e c i s i o n  

t o  d i s c o n t i n u e  t h e  p r o g r a m  o f  s t u d y .  L i k e  p e r c e n t a g e s  we r e  

r e p o r t e d  by p e r s i s t e r s ,  n e g a t i n g  any  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e
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b e t w e e n  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e s  o f  t h e  t w o  g r o u p s .  I l l n e s s  was  

l i s t e d  by m o r e  t h a n  40 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  a s  a 

m o d e r a t e  t o  m a j o r  r e a s o n  f o r  n o n p e r s i s t e n c e  i n  t h e  p r o g r a m .

D a t a  i n  T a b l e  4 i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f  

p e r s i s t e r s  a nd  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  p e r c e i v e d  t h a t  C o n f l i c t  w i t h  

C o l l e g e  A u t h o r i t i e s  was n o t  a r e a s o n  f o r  t h e i r  c o n t i n u a n c e  

o r  d i s c o n t i n u a n c e  i n  t h e  p r o g r a m .  H o w e v e r ,  15 p e r c e n t  o f  

t h e  n o n p e r s i s t i n g  s t u d e n t s  f e l t  t h a t  s u c h  c o n f l i c t  was  a 

m i n o r  t o  m a j o r  r a t i o n a l e  f o r  t h e i r  d r o p p i n g  o u t  o f  t h e  

N u r s i n g  P r o g r a m .  T h e  d a t a  d e p i c t  a s t a t i s t i c a l l y  

s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  p e r s i s t e r s  and n o n p e r s i s t e r s  

w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  C o n f l i c t  w i t h  N u r s i n g  P e r s o n n e l .  

M o r e o v e r ,  a s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  was found  

t o  e x i s t  b e t w e e n  p e r s i s t e r s  a n d  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  on t h e  

v a r i a b l e .  T i r e d  o f  S c h o o l .  The  m a j o r i t y  o f  e a c h  g r o u p  d i d  

n o t  f e e l  an U n f o r s e e n  C a t a s t r o p h e  a f f e c t e d  t h e i r  e n r o l l m e n t  

s t a t u s  i n  t h e  p r o g r a m .  T oo ,  l e s s  t h a n  15 p e r c e n t  o f  e a c h  

g r o u p  saw Co n ce rn  o f  C o l l e g e  P e r s o n n e l  a s  an i s s u e  a f f e c t i n g  

t h e i r  e n r o l l m e n t  s t a t u s  i n  t h e  N u r s i n g  P r o g r a m.  However ,  a 

s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  e x i s t e d  b e t w e e n  t h e  

p e r s i s t e r s  a n d  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  on  t h e  C o n c e r n  o f  N u r s i n g  

P e r s o n n e l  v a r i a b l e .  Da t a  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  b o t h  

p e r s i s t e r s  a n d  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  d i d  n o t  f e e l  C o n f l i c t  w i t h  

P e e r s  a f f e c t e d  t h e i r  e n r o l l m e n t  s t a t u s  i n  t h e  N u r s i n g  

P r o g r a m .  T o o ,  t h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f  e a c h  g r o u p  o f  s t u d e n t s
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s aw  S o c i a l  R e l a t i o n s h i p s  a s  a m i n i m a l  i n f l u e n c e  on  t h e i r  

s t a t u s  i n  t h e  p r o g r a m .

Pr og r am P r ob l e m V a r i a b l e s ,  H y p o t h e s i s  Two

A s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  was f o u nd  t o  

e x i s t  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  s t u d e n t  g r o u p s  on t h e  Q u a l i t y  o f  

N u r s i n g  C l a s s e s  v a r i a b l e .  I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  

e a c h  g r o u p  saw Q u a l i t y  o f  O t h e r  C l a s s e s  a s  h a v i n g  a m i n i m a l  

i n f l u e n c e  on t h e i r  e n r o l l m e n t  s t a t u s  i n  t h e  N u r s i n g  P r o g r a m .  

N o n p e r s i s t e r s  a nd  p e r s i s t e r s  g e n e r a l l y  f e l t  t h a t  C o n f l i c t  

w i t h  I n s t r u c t o r s  d i d  n o t  i n f l u e n c e  t h e i r  P r og r a m s t a t u s ,  y e t  

m o r e  t h a n  15 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  b e l i e v e d  t h i s  t o  

be  a m o d e r a t e  t o  m a j o r  i s s u e  f o r  t h e m .  B e t w e e n  25 a nd  35 

p e r c e n t  o f  e a c h  g r o u p  o f  s t u d e n t s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  

I m p e r s o n a l i t y  o f  t h e  N u r s i n g  P r og r a m a f f e c t e d  t h e i r  s t a t u s  

i n  t h e  P r o g r a m;  t h e  g r e a t e r  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  f e l l  

i n t o  t h a t  c a t a g o r y  o f  r e s p o n s e s .  More  t h a n  30 p e r c e n t  o f  

t h e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  N u r s i n g  P r o g r a m demands  

a f f e c t e d  t h e i r  s t a t u s  i n  t h e  P r o g r a m ;  f e w e r  n u m b e r s  o f  

p e r s i s t e r s  f e l t  t h i s  w a s  a n  i s s u e .  S m a l l ,  b u t  l i k e ,  

p e r c e n t a g e s  o f  p e r s i s t e r s  and n o n p e r s i s t e r s  p e r c e i v e d  t h a t  

T r a n s f e r  o f  C r e d i t  was a p r o b l e m  a f f e c t i n g  t h e i r  e n r o l l m e n t  

s t a t u s .  The v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f  e a c h  s t u d e n t  g r o u p  i n d i c a t e d  

t h a t  L a c k  o f  I n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  P r o g r a m  a f f e c t e d  t h e i r  s t a t u s  

t o  a d e g r e e .  T o o ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  e a c h  g r o u p  d i d  n o t  

b e l i e v e  t h a t  a n  u n s u i t a b l e  p e r s o n a l i t y  o r  t h a t  t h e i r
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P e r s o n a l  G o a l s  w e r e  d i f f e r e n t  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  t h e i r  

e n r o l l m e n t  i n  t h e  P r ogram was a f f e c t e d .  M o r e ov e r ,  t h e  v a s t  

m a j o r i t y  o f  e a c h  s t u d e n t  g r o u p  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e i r  D i s l i k e  

f o r  t h e  N u r s i n g  P r o g r a m  a t  t h e  C o l l e g e  a f f e c t e d  t h e i r  

c o n t i n u a n c e  i n  t h e  p r o g r a m  o f  s t u d y .  As e x p e c t e d ,  t h e  

m a j o r i t y  o f  e a c h  g r o u p  d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  a 

d i s l i k e  f o r  t h e  f i e l d  o f  N u r s i n g  w h i c h  a f f e c t e d  t h e i r  

c o n t i n u a n c e .

F a m i l y  P r o b l e m  V a r i a b l e s ,  H y p o t h e s i s  Two;

Da ta  i n  T a b l e  4 i n d i c a t e  t h a t  n e i t h e r  p e r s i s t e r s  n o r  

n o n p e r s i s t e r s  b e l i e v e d  t o  any g r e a t  e x t e n t  t h a t  B a b y s i t t i n g  

P r o b l e m s  i n f l u e n c e  t h e i r  s t a t u s  i n  t h e  N u r s i n g  P r o g r a m .  

M o r e o v e r ,  l e s s  t h a n  20 p e r c e n t  o f  e i t h e r  g r o u p  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  

a C h a n g e  i n  t h e i r  M a r i t a l  S t a t u s  w a s  a f a c t o r  i n  t h e i r  

s u c c e s s  i n  t h e  p r o g r a m .  A v e r y  s m a l l  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  e a c h  

g r o u p  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e i r  P r e g n a n c y  o r  B e a r i n g  a C h i l d  

a f f e c t e d  t h e i r  s t a t u s  i n  t h e  N u r s i n g  P r o g r a m .  Y e t ,  m o r e  

t h a n  20 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  p e r s i s t e r s  a n d  a b o u t  20 p e r c e n t  o f  

t h e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  saw t h e  a moun t  o f  Time A v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h e i r  

C h i l d r e n  a s  an e n r o l l m e n t  i s s u e .  B e t we e n  70 and 75 p e r c e n t  

o f  e a c h  g r o u p  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  S u p p o r t  f r o m t h e i r  S p o u se  was 

n o t  a r e a s o n  f o r  p r o b l e m s  i n  t h e  N u r s i n g  P r o g r a m .  Too,  l i k e  

p e r c e n t a g e s  o f  e a c h  g r o u p  d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  S u p p o r t  f r om 

t h e i r  C h i l d r e n  was a p r o b l e m  a f f e c t i n g  t h e i r  s t a t u s  i n  t h e  

N u r s i n g  P r o g r a m .  The v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f  e a c h  g r o u p  i n d i c a t e d
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t h a t  S u p p o r t  f r o m  P a r e n t s  was n o t  a p r o b l e m  a f f e c t i n g  them 

i n  t h e  p r o g r a m .

Commuting P r o b l e m s ,  H y p o t h e s i s  Two:^

D a t a  i n  T a b l e  4 i n d i c a t e  t h a t  n e a r l y  25 p e r c e n t  o f  

t h e  p e r s i s t e r s  a g r e e d  t h a t  L a c k  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  was  a 

m i n o r  t o  m a j o r  p r o b l e m  f o r  t h e m .  A s m a l l  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  

n o n p e r s i s t e r s  s aw  t h i s  a s  a p r o b l e m .  As e x p e c t e d ,  l a r g e  

p e r c e n t a g e s  o f  e a c h  g r o u p  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  C o m m u t i n g  E x p e n s e  

p o s e d  a p r o b l e m  f o r  t h e m .  L a r g e r  p e r c e n t a g e s  o f  b o t h  

p e r s i s t e r s  and n o n p e r s i s t e r s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  Road o r  W ea t h e r  

C o n d i t i o n s  a f f e c t e d  t h e m  i n  t h e  c o n t i n u a n c e  o r  

d i s c o n t i n u a n c e  o f  t h e  N u r s i n g  P r o g ra m.

R e s e a r c h  H y p o t h e s i s  T h r e e :

Hog T h e r e  a r e  no s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  

d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  p e r s i s t e r s  an d  

n o n p e r s i s t e r s  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  i m p o r t a n c e  

r a t i n g s  o f :  P e e r  G r o u p  I n t e r a c t i o n s ,

I n t e r a c t i o n s  w i t h  F a c u l t y ,  F a c u l t y  Conce rn  

f o r  S t u d e n t  D e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  T e a c h i n g ,  

Ac ade mi c  and I n t e l l e c t u a l  D e v e l o p m e n t ,  o r  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  Goal  C o m mi t m e n t s .

Da t a  i n  T a b l e  5 d e p i c t  t h a t  t h e  n u l l  h y p o t h e s i s  o f  

s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  N u r s i n g
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P r o g r a m  p e r s i s t e r s  a n d  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  was  r e j e c t e d  on t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  s e l e c t e d  v a r i a b l e s  r e l a t e d  t o  P e e r  G r o u p  

I n t e r a c t i o n s ,  I n t e r a c t i o n s  w i t h  F a c u l t y ,  F a c u l t y  Conce rn  f o r  

S t u d e n t  D e v e l o p m e n t  and T e a c h i n g ,  Ac ademi c  and I n t e l l e c t u a l  

D e v e l o p m e n t ,  o r  I n s t i t u t i o n a l  Goal  C o m m i t m e n t s :  C lo se  P e e r

R e l a t i o n s h i p s  ( i t e m  1 ) ,  D i f f i c u l t y  i n  Making F r i e n d s  ( i t e m  

5 ) ,  P e e r  W i l l i n g n e s s  t o  L i s t e n  ( i t e m  6 ) ,  F a c u l t y  I n f l u e n c e  

on S t u d e n t  G o a l s  a n d  A s p i r a t i o n s  ( i t e m  1 0 ) ,  C l o s e  P e r s o n a l  

R e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  F a c u l t y  ( i t e m  11) ,  S t u d e n t  S a t i s f a c t i o n  

w i t h  I n t e l l e c t u a l  D e ve l o p m e n t  ( i t e m  18) ,  S a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  

A c a d e m i c  E x p e r i e n c e  ( i t e m  2 0 ) ,  L i k e l y  t o  A t t e n d  a C u l t u r a l  

E v e n t  ( i t e m  2 3 ) ,  To G r a d u a t e  I m p o r t a n t  ( i t e m  2 5 ) ,  R i g h t  

D e c i s i o n  t o  A t t e n d  SJC ( i t e m  2 6 ) ,  and L i k e l y  t o  R e g i s t e r  a t  

C o l l e g e  E n s u i n g  F a l l  ( i t e m  27) .

Wh i l e  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  were  n o t  

o b s e r v e d  on a l l  v a r i a b l e s  i n  t h e  h y p o t h e s i s ,  f r e q u e n c y  c e l l  

r e s p o n s e s  i n  a number  o f  v a r i b l e s  d e s e r v e  d i s c u s s i o n .

P e e r  Group I n t e r a c t i o n  V a r i a b l e s ,  H y p o t h e s i s  T h r e e :

Da ta  i n  T a b l e  5 r e v e a l  t h a t  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  

d i f f e r e n c e s  w e r e  f o u n d  t o  e x i s t  b e t w e e n  p e r s i s t e r s  and  

n o n p e r s i s t e r s  on:  C l o s e  P e e r  R e l a t i o n s ;  S a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h

P e e r  R e l a t i o n s ;  a n d  S a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  P e e r  F r i e n d s h i p  

v a r i a b l e s .  The v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f  p e r s i s t e r  and n o n p e r s i s t e r  

N u r s i n g  P r o g r a m  s t u d e n t s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  I n t e r p e r s o n a l  

R e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  O t h e r  S t u d e n t s  had  a p o s i t i v e  i n f l u e n c e
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TABLE 5

PERCEPTIONS OF PERSISTING AND NONPERSISTING NURSING PROGRAM STUDENTS 
Regarding: Peer Group In te ra c tio n s , In te ra c tio n  with F acu lty ,
Facu lty  Concern fo r Student Development and Teaching, Academic 

and In te l le c tu a l  Development, and I n s t i tu t io n a l  Goal Commitments, 
w hile Enrolled in  the  Nursing Program of Study

Item
P e rs is tin g

3N=67
N onpersisting

N=34
Chi-Square & 

d f P ro b ab ility
f % f %

1. CLOSE PEER RELATIONSHIPS

S trongly  D isagree 0 0.0 1 3.1 4 x2=12.89961
D isagree 2 3.0 2 6.2 p= 0.0118*
Agree 40 60.6 12 37.5
S trongly  Agree 20 30.3 8 25.0
No Opinion 4 6.1 9 28.1

2 . SATISFACTION WITH PEER FRIENDSHIPS

S trongly  D isagree 0 0 .0 0 0.0 3 X2= 7.54500
D isagree 1 1.5 3 9.1 p= 0.0564
Agree 44 66.7 16 48.5
S trongly  Agree 17 25.8 8 24.2
No Opinion 4 6.1 6 18.2

3 . INTERPERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS: OTHER STUDENTS

S trongly  D isagree 0 0 .0 0 0.0 3 X2= 4.43942
D isagree 3 4.5 5 15.2 p= 0.2178
Agree 33 50.0 12 36.4
S trongly  Agree 18 27.3 8 24.2
No Opinion 12 18.2 8 24.2

®N may not equal reported cases in all columns due to missing values,
fÿfrequency counts, %=percentages, X^=chi-squares, p=probability score.
* * <.05

< . 0 1
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TABLE 5-Continued

Item
P e rs is tin g

3n=67
N onpersisting

N=34
Chi-Square & 

d f  P ro b ab ility
f % f %

4 . INFLUENCE ON INTELLECTUAL GROWTH

Strongly  D isagree 0 0.0 0 0.0 3 x2= 4.63615
D isagree 3 4.5 5 15.2 p= 0.2005
Agree 33 50.0 14 42.4
Strongly  Agree 14 21.2 4 12.1
No Opinion 16 24.2 10 30.3

5 . MAKING FRIENDS DIFFICULT

Strongly  D isagree 29 43.9 10 31.3 4 x2=12.96374
D isagree 33 50.0 12 37.5 p= 0.0115*
Agree 3 4.5 4 12.5
S trongly  Agree 0 0.0 3 9.4
No Opinion 1 1.5 3 9.4

6 . PEER WILLINGNESS TO LISTEN

Strongly  D isagree 27 40.9 8 24.2 4 x2=12.10263
Disagree 26 39.4 12 36.4 p= 0.0166*
Agree 5 7.6 9 27.3
S trongly  Agree 5 7.6 0 0.0
No Opinion 3 4.5 4 12.1

7 . PEER VALUES DIFFERENT

Strongly  D isagree 9 13.6 6 17.6 4 x2= 1.09315
Disagree 23 34.8 10 29.4 p= 0.8954
Agree 9 13.6 3 8.8
S trongly  Agree 5 7.6 3 8.8
No Opinion 20 30.3 12 35.3

8 . NONCLASSROOM FACULTY INFLUENCE ON PERSONALITY

S trongly  D isagree 1 1.5 1 3.0 4 x2= 0.85679
Disagree 7 10.8 5 15.2 p= 0.9307
Agree 26 40.0 11 33.3
Strongly  Agree 13 20.0 7 21.2
No Opinion 18 27.7 9 27.3

may not equal reported cases in all columns due to missing values,
fÿfrequency counts, %=percentages, X^=chi-squares, p=probability score.
* * <.05

< . 0 1
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TABLE 5-Continued

Item
P e rs is tin g  

3N=67 
f  %

N onpersisting  
N=34 

f  %

Chi-Square & 
d f  P ro b ab ility

9. NONCLASSROOM FACULTY INFLUENCE ON INTELLECTUAL GROWTH

Strongly  D isagree 0 0.0 2 6.1 4 X2= 7.30643
Disagree 8 12.1 3 9.1 p= 0.1206
Agree 30 45.5 11 33.3
S trongly  Agree 14 21.2 5 15.2
No Opinion 14 21.2 12 36.4

10. FACULTY INFLUENCE ON STUDENT GOALS AND ASPIRATIONS

Strongly  D isagree 1 1.5 1 3.0 4 x2=i1.31232
Disagree 4 6.1 8 24.2 p= 0.0233*
Agree 32 48.5 7 21.2
S trongly  Agree 10 15.2 4 12.1
No Opinion 19 28.8 13 39.4

11. CLOSE PERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS WITH FACULTY

Strongly D isagree 4 6.1 3 9.4 4 X2=10.47261
Disagree 14 21.2 8 25.0 p= 0.0332*
Agree 28 42.4 8 25.0
S trongly  Agree 14 21.2 3 9 .4
No Opinion 6 9.1 10 31.3

12. SATISFACTION WITH INTERACTION WITH FACULTY

Strongly  D isagree 2 3.0 1 3.1 4 X2= 4.51886
Disagree 8 12.1 2 6.3 p= 0.3403
Agree 34 51.5 12 37.5
Strongly  Agree 12 18.2 7 21.9
No Opinion 10 15.2 10 31.3

13 FACULTY NOT INTERESTED IN STUDENTS

Strongly  D isagree 20 30.3 8 24.2 4 x2= 5.92278
Disagree 28 42.4 9 27.3 p= 0.2050
Agree 8 12.1 10 30.3
Strongly  Agree 6 9.1 3 9.1
No Opinion 4 6.1 3 9.1

may not equal reported cases in all columns due to missing values,
fÿfrequency counts, %=percentages, X^=chi-squares, p=probability score.
* * <.05

< . 0 1
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TABLE 5-Continued

Item
P e rs is tin g

3n=67
N onpersisting

N=34
Chi-Square & 

d f  P ro b ab ility
f % f %

14. FEW OUTSTANDING FACULTY

S trongly  D isagree 15 22.7 4 12.1 4 x2= 9.14811
Disagree 20 30.3 8 24.2 p= 0.0575
Agree 16 24.2 12 36.4
S trongly  Agree 4 6.1 7 21.2
No Opinion 11 16.7 2 6.1

15. FACULTY NOT WILLING TO SPEND TIME

Strongly  D isagree 17 25.8 5 15.6 4 x2= 3.89172
Disagree 26 39.4 10 31.3 p= 0.4209
Agree 11 16.7 9 28.1
Strongly  Agree 7 10.6 6 18.8
No Opinion 5 7.6 2 6.3

16. FACULTY INTEREST OTHER THAN ACADEMIC

S trongly  D isagree 1 1.5 2 6.1 4 X2= 2.5581
Disagree 5 7.6 3 9.1 p= 0.6347
Agree 35 53.1 14 42.4
Strongly  Agree 15 22.7 7 21.2
No Opinion 10 15.2 7 21.2

17. FACULTY INTERESTED IN TEACHING

S trong ly  D isagree 1 1.5 1 2.9 4 X2= 1.10901
Disagree 4 6.1 2 5.9 p= 0.8928
Agree 39 59.1 17 50.0
Strongly  Agree 16 24.2 11 32.4
No Opinion 6 9.1 3 8.8

18. STUDENT'S SATISFACTION WITH INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT

S trong ly  D isagree 1 1.5 3 9.1 4 x2=10.62675
Disagree 2 3.1 6 18.2 p= 0.0311*
Agree 41 63.1 16 48.5
S trongly  Agree 14 21.5 6 18.2
No Opinion 7 10.6 2 6.1

may not equal reported cases in all columns due to missing values,
fsfrequency counts, %=percentages, X^schi-squares, p=probability score.
* * <.05

< . 0 1
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TABLE 5-Continued

Item
P e rs is tin g

3n=67 
f  %

N onpersisting 
N=34 

f  %

Chi-Square & 
d f  P ro b ab ility

19. ACADEMIC INFLUENCE ON INTELLECTUAL GROWTH

Strongly  D isagree 0 0.0 1 3.0 3 x2= 4.98781
D isagree 43 65.2 21 63.6 p= 0.1727
Agree 19 28.8 6 18.2
S trongly  Agree 4 6.1 5 15.2
No Opinion 0 0.0 0 0.0

20. SATISFACTION WITH ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE

Strongly  D isagree 0 0.0 3 9.4 4 X2=14.22108
Disagree 4 6.1 4 12.5 p= 0.0066*
Agree 45 68.2 12 37.5
S trongly  Agree 13 19.7 7 21.9
No Opinion 4 6.1 6 18.8

21. COURSES INTELLECTUALLY STIMULATING

Strongly  D isagree 21 31.8 6 18.2 4 X2= 5.22500
D isagree 26 39.4 10 30.3 p= 0.2650
Agree 11 16.7 9 27.3
S trongly  Agree 4 6.1 4 12.1
No Opinion 4 6.1 4 12.1

22. INTEREST IN IDEAS AND INTELLECTUAL MATTERS

Strongly  D isagree 0 0.0 1 3.0 4 X2= 4.69412
Disagree 2 3.0 3 9.1 p= 0.3201
Agree 37 56.1 14 42.4
S trongly  Agree 18 27.3 9 27.3
No Opinion 9 13.6 6 18.2

23. LIKELY TO ATTEND CULTURAL EVENT '

S trongly  D isagree 4 6.2 4 12.1 4 x2= 9.62996
Disagree 20 30.8 10 30.3 p= 0.0471*
Agree 25 38.5 6 18.2
S trongly  Agree 8 12.3 2 6.1
No Opinion 8 12.3 11 33.3

may not equal reported cases in all columns due to missing values,
fÿfrequency counts, %=percentages, X^=chi-squares, p=probability score.
* * <.05

< . 0 1
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TABLE 5-Continued

Item
P e rs is tin g  

^N=67 
f  %

N onpersisting 
N=34 

f  %
d f

Chi-Square & 
P ro b ab ility

24. ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE SATISFACTION

S trongly  Disagree 3 4.5 5 14.7 4 x2= 5.71612
Disagree 8 12.1 4 11.8 p= 0.2214
Agree 45 68.2 17 50.0
S trongly Agree 8 12.1 5 14.7
No Opinion 2 3.0 3 8.8

25. TO GRADUATE IMPORTANT

Strongly  Disagree 0 0.0 5 15.6 3 x2=18.88472
Disagree 0 0.0 0 0.0 p= 0.0003*
Agree 27 40.9 7 21.9
S trongly Agree 39 59.1 17 53.1
No Opinion 0 0.0 3 9.4

26. RIGHT DECISION TO ATTEND SJC

Strongly  D isagree 0 0.0 2 6.3 4 x2=16.54039
Disagree 1 1.5 5 15.6 p= 0.0024*
Agree 28 42.4 9 28.1
S trongly  Agree 35 53.0 12 37.5
No Opinion 2 3.0 4 12.5

27. REGISTER AT SJC IN ENSUING SEMESTER

S trongly  Disagree 31 47.7 9 27.3 4 x2=20.25945
Disagree 24 36.9 6 18.2 p= 0.0004*
Agree 2 3.1 6 18.2
Strongly  Agree 1 1.5 6 18.2
No Opinion 7 10.8 6 18.2

28. NOT IMPORTANT TO GRADUATE FROM SJC

S trongly  D isagree 37 58.7 11 35.5 4 X2= 7.86284
Disagree 13 20.6 8 25.8 p= 0.0967
Agree 2 3.2 5 16.1
S trongly  Agree 3 4.8 1 3.2
No Opinion 8 12.7 6 19.4

may not equal reported cases in all columns due to missing values,
fÿfrequency counts, %=percentages, X̂ zchi-squares, p=probability score.
* * <.05

< . 0 1
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TABLE 5-Continued

Item
P e rs is tin g

3n=67
N onpersisting

N=34
Chi-Square & 

df P ro b ab ility
f % f %

29. MAJOR UNDECIDED

S trongly  Disagree 41 63.1 17 53.1 4 x2= 4.14384
D isagree 16 24.6 9 28.1 P= 0.3869
Agree 1 1.5 3 9.4
S trongly  Agree 1 1.5 0 0.0
No Opinion 6 9 .2 3 9.4

30. GOOD GRADES IMPORTANT

S trongly  Disagree 49 74.2 25 75.8 3 x2= 1.25676
D isagree 14 21.1 7 21.2 P= 0.7394
Agree 0 0.0 0 0.0
S trongly  Agree 2 3.0 0 0.0
No Opinion 1 1.5 1 3.0

may no t equal reported  cases in  a l l  columns due to  missing v a lues, 
fgfrequency counts, %=percentages, X ^=chi-squares, p= probab ility  sco re .
* * <.05

<.01

on t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  g r o w t h ,  a t t i t u d e s ,  and v a l u e s .  A m a j o r i t y  

o f  e a c h  g r o u p  o f  s t u d e n t s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e i r  I n t e r p e r s o n a l  

R e l a t i o n s  h a d  a p o s i t i v e  i n f l u e n c e  on t h e i r  I n t e l l e c t u a l  

Growt h .  A s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  was f ound  t o  

e x i s t  b e t w e e n  t h e  p e r s i s t e r s  and n o n p e r s i s t e r s  w i t h  r e g a r d  

t o  t h e  v a r i a b l e  M a k i n g  F r i e n d s  i s  D i f f i c u l t .  T o o ,  

s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  w e r e  f o u n d  t o  e x i s t  

b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  g r o u p s  o f  s t u d e n t s  on P e e r  W i l l i n g n e s s  t o  

L i s t e n  v a r i a b l e .  I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  n e a r l y  o ne  h a l f  o f  b o t h  

p e r s i s t e r s  and n o n p e r s i s t e r s  a g r e e d  t h a t  t h e  V a l u e s  o f  t h e i r  

P e e r s  we r e  D i f f e r e n t .
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I n t e r a c t i o n  w i t h  F a c u l t y  V a r i a b l e s ,  H y p o t h e s i s  T h r e e ;

D a t a  i n  T a b l e  5 i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  

p e r s i s t e r s  a n d  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  i n d i c t e d  t h e y  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  

N o n - C l a s s r o o m  F a c u l t y  I n t e r a c t i o n  had a p o s i t i v e  i n f l u e n c e  

on t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  g r o w t h ,  v a l u e s ,  a n d  a t t i t u d e s .  Too ,  t h e  

m a j o r i t y  o f  e a c h  g r o u p  o f  s t u d e n t s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  Non-  

C l a s s r o o m  F a c u l t y  I n t e r a c t i o n  h a d  a p o s i t i v e  i n f l u e n c e  on 

t h e i r  I n t e l l e c t u a l  Gr owt h .  T a b l e  5 r e v e a l s  t h a t  t h e r e  was a 

s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  p e r s i s t e r s  

and n o n p e r s i s t e r s  on t h e  t wo  f o l l o w i n g  v a r i a b l e s :  F a c u l t y

I n f l u e n c e  on S t u d e n t  G o a l s  a n d  A s p i r a t i o n s ,  a n d  C l o s e  

P e r s o n a l  R e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  F a c u l t y .  The v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f  

p e r s i s t e r s  and n o n p e r s i s t e r s  a g r e e d  t h a t  t h e y  were  s a t i s f i e d  

w i t h  I n t e r a c t i o n  w i t h  F a c u l t y .

F a c u l t y  C o n c e r n  f o r  S t u d e n t  D e v e l o p m e n t  a nd  T e a c h i n g ,  

H y p o t h e s i s  T h r e e :

D a t a  i n  T a b l e  5 i n d i c a t e  t h a t  n e a r l y  50 p e r c e n t  o f  

t h e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  a nd  a s l i g h t l y  l e s s e r  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  

p e r s i s t e r s  a g r e e d  t h a t  F a c u l t y  I n t e r e s t  i n  s t u d e n t  w e l f a r e  

w a s  l i m i t e d .  More  t h a n  50 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  n o n p e r s i s t i n g  

N u r s i n g  P r o g r a m  s t u d e n t s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  Few o f  t h e  F a c u l t y  

we r e  G e n e r a l l y  O u t s t a n d i n g  o r  S u p e r i o r  T e a c h e r s ;  a l m o s t  50 

p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  p e r s i s t e r s  a g r e e d  w i t h  t h e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  on 

t h i s  i s s u e .  More t h a n  65 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  p e r s i s t e r s  b e l i e v e d
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t h a t  F a c u l t y  w e r e  W i l l i n g  t o  S p e n d  T i m e  Ou t  o f  C l a s s  t o  

d i s c u s s  p r o b l e m s  and i s s u e s  w i t h  t h e m;  h o w e v e r ,  more  t h a n  50 

p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  b e l i e v e d  f a c u l t y  w e r e  n o t  

w i l l i n g  t o  s p e n d  t h e  t i m e  w i t h  t h e m .  The  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f  

b o t h  p e r s i s t e r s  and n o n p e r s i s t e r s  a g r e e d  t h a t  m o s t  f a c u l t y  

t h e y  h a d  c o n t a c t  w i t h  w e r e  I n t e r e s t e d  i n  H e l p i n g  S t u d e n t s  

Grow i n  more  t h a n  j u s t  a c a d e m i c  a r e a s .  The v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f  

e a c h  g r o u p  o f  s t u d e n t s  a g r e e d  t h a t  m o s t  f a c u l t y  w i t h  whom 

t h e y  had  c o n t a c t  w er e  g e n u i n e l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t e a c h i n g .

Ac ad emi c  and I n t e l l e c t u a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  V a r i a b l e s ,  H y p o t h e s i s  

T h r e e  ;

T h e  d a t a  i n  T a b l e  5 i n d i c a t e  a s t a t i s t i c a l l y  

s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  p e r s i s t e r s  and n o n p e r s i s t e r s  

w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e i r  v i e w s  on S a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  t h e i r  

I n t e l l e c t u a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  w h i l e  E n r o l l e d  a t  t h e  C o l l e g e .  

I n e x p l i c a b l y ,  more  t h a n  60 p e r c e n t  o f  e a c h  g r o u p  o f  N u r s i n g  

P r o g r a m  s t u d e n t s  d i d  n o t  a g r e e  t h a t  t h e i r  a c a d e m i c  

e x p e r i e n c e  a t  t h e  c o l l e g e  had a p o s i t i v e  i n f l u e n c e  on t h e i r  

I n t e l l e c t u a l  Growth  and I n t e r e s t  i n  I d e a s .  I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  

t h e  d a t a  i n d i c a t e  a s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  

e x i s t e d  b e t w e e n  t h e  p e r s i s t e r s  and n o n p e r s i s t e r s  w i t h  r e g a r d  

t o  S t u d e n t  S a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  t h e i r  A c a d e m i c  E x p e r i e n c e  a t  

t h e  c o l l e g e .  More  t h a n  50 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  

i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  Few o f  t h e i r  C o u r s e s  a t  t h e  c o l l e g e  had be en  

I n t e l l e c t u a l l y  S t i m u l a t i n g ;  t h e  p e r s i s t e r s  d i s a g r e e d  i n
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s i m i l a r  n u m b e r s .  More  t h a n  80 p e r c e n t  o f  b o t h  p e r s i s t e r s  

and n o n p e r s i s t e r s  i n d i c a t e d  t h e i r  I n t e r e s t  i n  I n t e l l e c t u a l  

M a t t e r s  had  i n c r e a s e d  s i n c e  t h e i r  c omi ng  t o  t h e  c o l l e g e .  A 

s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  wa s  f o u n d  t o  e x i s t  

b e t w e e n  p e r s i s t e r s  a n d  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  

s t u d e n t s  L i k e l i h o o d  o f  A t t e n d i n g  a C u l t u r a l  E v e n t  a s  a 

r e s u l t  o f  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  C o l l e g e .  More  t h a n  50 p e r c e n t  o f  

b o t h  p e r s i s t e r s  a nd  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  i n d i c a t e d  t h e y  b e l i e v e d  

t h e y  h a d  P e r f o r m e d  A c a d e m i c a l l y  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e y  h a d  

a n t i c i p a t e d .

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  and G oa l  Commi tment s ,  H y p o t h e s i s  T h r e e ;

A l l  p e r s i s t e r s ,  b u t  o n l y  t w o  t h i r d s  o f  t h e  

n o n p e r s i s t e r s  a g r e e d  t h a t  i t  wa s  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  t h e m  t o  

g r a d u a t e  f r o m  t h e  C o l l e g e .  T h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  

p e r s i s t e r s  a n d  7 0 - p l u s  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  

i n d i c a t e d  t h e y  h a d  made  t h e  R i g h t  D e c i s i o n  t o  A t t e n d  t h e  

C o l l e g e .  N e a r l y  90 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  p e r s i s t e r s ,  and more  t h a n  

60 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  i n d i c a t e d  i t  w o u l d  be  

u n l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e y  w o u l d  R e g i s t e r  a t  t h e  C o l l e g e  i n  t h e  

e n s u i n g  f a l l  t e r m .  L e s s  t h a n  10 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  p e r s i s t e r s  

and  20 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  a g r e e d  t h a t  i t  was  n o t  

I m p o r t a n t  f o r  t hem t o  G r a d u a t e  f r om t h e  c o l l e g e .  L e s s  t h a n  

20 p e r c e n t  o f  b o t h  p e r s i s t e r s  a n d  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  b e l i e v e d  

t h a t  t h e y  h a d  no i d e a  w h a t  t h e y  w a n t e d  t o  M a j o r  i n  a t  t h e  

C o l l e g e .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f  b o t h  p e r s i s t e r s  and
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n o n p e r s i s t e r s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  G e t t i n g  Good  G r a d e s  w a s  

I m p o r t a n t  t o  t hem.

R e s e a r c h  H y p o t h e s i s  F o u r :

H04 T h e r e  a r e  no s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  

d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  p e r s i s t e r s  a n d  

n o n p e r s i s t e r s  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  ACT S c o r e s ,  

N e l s o n - D e n n y  R e a d i n g  T e s t  L e v e l s ,  G r a d e s  

O b t a i n e d  i n  C o l l e g e  S c i e n c e  C l a s s e s ,  and  

O v e r a l l  C o l l e g e  Grade  P o i n t  A v e r a g e s .

T a b l e  6 d e p i c t s  t h a t  t h e  n u l l  h y p o t h e s i s  o f  i^o 

s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  n u r s i n g  

p r o g r a m  p e r s i s t e r s  a nd  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  was  r e j e c t e d  on 

s e l e c t e d  v a r i a b l e s  r e l a t e d  t o :  G r a d e s  E a r n e d  i n  C o l l e g e

S c i e n c e  C l a s s e s ,  and O v e r a l l  C o l l e g e  Grade  P o i n t  Average .

W h i l e  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  were  n o t  

o b s e r v e d  on a l l  v a r i a b l e s  i n  t h e  h y p o t h e s i s ,  m e a s u r e s  o f  

c e n t r a l  t e n d e n c i e s  i n  a n u m b e r  o f  t h e  v a r i a b l e s  d e s e r v e  

d i s c u s s i o n .

G r a d es  E a r n e d  i n  C o l l e g e  S c i e n c e  C o u r s e s ,  H y p o t h e s i s  F o u r :

D a t a  i n  T a b l e  6 i n d i c a t e  t h a t  p e r s i s t e r  a n d  

n o n p e r s i s t e r  N u r s i n g  P r o g r a m  s t u d e n t s  e a r n e d  g r a d e s  w h i c h  

w e r e  n o t  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  d i f f e r e n t  i n  G e n e r a l  B i o l o g y .  

C o n v e r s e l y ,  t h e r e  e x i s t e d  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t
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TABLE 6

COMPARISON OF PERSISTING AND NONPERSISTING NURSING PROGRAM 
STUDENTS ON: Grades Obtained in  College Science Classes 

and O verall College Grade Poin t Average

Item
P e rs is tin g  

^N=67 
f  %

N onpersisting 
N=34 

f  %

Chi-Square & 
d f  P ro b ab ility

1. GENERAL BIOLOGY GRADÊ

c 18 27.7 13 39.4
B 26 40.0 11 33.3
A 21 32.3 9 27.3

X2= 1.38637
p= 0,5000

2. ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY GRADE

D
C
B
A

0 0.0 3 17.6 3
14 20.9 5 29.4
43 64.2 7 41.2
10 14.9 2 11.8

X2=13.55845 
p= 0.0036*

3. MICROBIOLOGY GRADE

4.

D 0 0.0 3 13.0 3
C 19 28.4 11 47.8
B 40 59.7 9 39.1
A 8 11.9 0 0.0

PHYSICAL SCIENCE I  GRADE

D 0 0.0 3 18.8 3
C 32 47.8 10 62.5
B 26 38.8 3 18.8
A 9 13.4 0 0.0

X2=14.76300
p= 0 . 0020*

x2=16.75310
p= 0.0008*

®N may no t equal rep o rted  cases in  a l l  columns due to  m issing va lues. 
Based on 4 .0  S cale: 0=F; 1=D; 2=C; 3=B; 4=A.

f=frequency counts, %=percentages, X ^=chi-squares, p= probab ility  sco re .
..<'05

< . 0 1
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TABLE 6-Continued

Item
P e rs is tin g  

^N=67 
f  %

N onpersisting 
N=34 

f  %

Chi-Square & 
d f  P ro b a b ility

5. PHYSICAL SCIENCE I I  GRADE

D 0 0 .0 2 18.2 3 x2= 16.89592
C 33 49.3 8 72.7 p= 0.0007*
B 26 38.8 1 9.1
A 8 11.9 0 0.0

GRADE POINT AVERAGE

3.50-4 .00 14 20.9 3 9 .4 4 x2=12.95061
3 .00-3 .49 33 49.3 10 31.3 p= 0.0115*
2 .50-2 .99 17 25.4 11 34.4
2 .00-2 .49 3 4.5 6 18.8
1.50-1.99 0 0 .0 2 6 .3

®N may no t equal repo rted  cases in  a l l  columns due to  m issing v a lu es . 
Based on 4 .0  S cale: 0=F; 1=D; 2=C; 3=B; 4=A. 

fsfrequency  coun ts, %=percentages, X ^=chi-squares, p = p ro b ab ility  sco re . 
'< .0 5* *

<.01

d i f f e r e n c e s  b e tw e e n  p e r s i s t e r s  and n o n p e r s i s t e r s  w i t h  r e g a r d  

t o  g r a d e s  i n  Anatomy and P h y s i o l o g y ,  M i c r o b i o l o g y ,  P h y s i c a l  

S c i e n c e  1,  and P h y s i c a l  S c i e n c e  11.

N e l s o n - D e n n y  R e a d i n g  T e s t  S c o r e s ,  H y p o t h e s i s  F o u r :

W h i l e  d a t a  i n  T a b l e  7 i n d i c a t e  £ 0  s i g n i f i c a n t  

d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  p e r s i s t e r s  a nd  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  on  t h e  

N e l s o n - D e n n y  R e a d i n g  T e s t ,  i t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  

t h e  a v e r a g e  s c o r e  f o r  e a c h  g r o u p  was b e t w e e n  15.23 and 15.66 

g r a d e  l e v e l s ;  t h e  m e d i a n  s c o r e s  w e r e  b e t w e e n  1 5 . 1 4  and
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1 5 . 1 5 ;  t h e  m o d a l  s c o r e  was  1 5 . 1 0  f o r  e a c h  g r o u p ;  a n d  t h e  

r a n g e  was  b e t w e e n  13 . 0  a nd  2 2 . 0  f o r  p e r s i s t e r s  a nd  1 2 . 6  a nd  

18.5 f o r  n o n p e r s i s t e r s .

ACT S u b t e s t  and Co mp o s i t e  S c o r e s ,  H y p o t h e s i s  Four

T a b l e  7 i n d i c a t e s  n£  s i g n i f i c a n c e  b e t w e e n  p e r s i s t e r s  

a nd  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  on ACT S u b t e s t  s c o r e s  o r  ACT C o m p o s i t e  

s c o r e s .  The  a v e r a g e  ACT E n g l i s h  S u b t e s t  s c o r e s  w e r e  1 5 . 79  

a nd  1 7 . 8 0 ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  f o r  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  a n d  p e r s i s t e r s ;  

t h e  m e d i a n  s c o r e s  we r e  15.5 and 1 7 .8 0 ; t h e  moda l  s c o r e s  were

2 3 .0  a n d  1 7 .O; a n d ,  t h e  r a n g e  wa s  b e t w e e n  8 . 0  and  3 1 . 0  f o r  

t h e  p e r s i s t e r s ,  and 8.0 and 23 .0  f o r  t h e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s .

The  a v e r a g e  ACT M a t h  S u b t e s t  s c o r e s  w e r e  1 2 . 1 3  and  

1 2 . 2 0  f o r  t h e  p e r s i s t e r s  a n d  n o n p e r s i s t e r s ;  t h e  m e d i a n  

s c o r e s  w er e  12.25 and 12.50,  r e s p e c t i v e l y ;  t h e  moda l  s c o r e s  

were  15.0 and  11.0;  a nd ,  t h e  r a n g e  was b e t w e e n  1.00 and  27 .0  

f o r  p e r s i s t e r s ,  and 1.0 and 2 3 .0  f o r  t h e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s .

The  a v e r a g e  ACT S o c i a l  S c i e n c e  S u b t e s t  s c o r e s  w e r e  

1 6 . 5 8  a n d  1 5 . 6 7 ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  f o r  p e r s i s t e r s ,  a n d  

n o n p e r s i s t e r s ;  t h e  m e d i a n  s c o r e s  w e r e  1 5 . 75  a nd  1 4 . 5 ;  t h e  

mode s c o r e s  w e r e  2 0 . 0  a nd  1 8 . 0 ;  a n d  t h e  r a n g e  was  b e t w e e n

4.0 a n d  2 8 . 0  f o r  t h e  p e r s i s t e r s ,  a n d  5 .0  a nd  2 8 . 0  f o r  t h e  

n o n p e r s i s t e r s .

The  a v e r a g e  ACT N a t u r a l  S c i e n c e  S u b t e s t  s c o r e s  w e r e  

1 9 . 7 5  a n d  1 8 . 4 6 ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  f o r  p e r s i s t e r s  a n d



TABLE 7

COMPARISONS OF PERSISTING AND NONPERSISTING NURSING PROGRAM STUDENTS 
Regarding: Nelson-Denny Reading Levels and ACT Scores

N Sum X Mean Median Mode Range d f X2 P r o b a b i l i ty

NELSON-DENNY READING LEVEL

P e rs is te r  66 1033.3 
N onpersiter 34 517*9

15.66
15.23

15.14
15.15

15.1
15.1

13.0-22.0
12.6-18.5

35 41.93010 0.1955

ACT SCORE -  ENGLISH SUBTEST

P e rs is te r  59 1050.0 
N onpersister 24 379*0

17.80
15.79

17.80
15.50

17.0
23.0

8 .0 -31 .0
8 .0-23 .0

18 19.25151 0.3765

ACT SCORE -  MATH SUBTEST

P e rs is te r  59 716.0 
N onpersister 24 293*0

12.13
12.20

12.25
12.50

15.0
11.0

1 .0-27.0
1.0-23.0

23 24.17448 0.3942

ACT SCORE -  SOCIAL SCIENCE SUBTEST

P e rs is te r  59 978.0 
N onpersister 24 376.0

16.58
15.67

15.75
14.50

20.0
18.0

4 .0 -28 .0
5 .0 -28 .0

25 19.87509 0.7533

VO
V£>

N= number o f cases; df= degrees o f  freedom; X ^=chi-squares.



TABLE 7-Continued

N Sum X Mean Median Mode Range d f P r o b a b i l i ty

ACT SCORE -  NATURAL SCIENCE SUBTEST

P e rs is te r  59 1165.0 
N onpersister 24 443.0

19.75
18.46

19.08
18.25

17.0
18.0

11.0-33.0
8.0-31 .0

24 27.30582 0.2904

ACT SCORE -  COMPOSITE

P e rs is te r  59 961.0 
N onpersister 24 374.0

16.29
15.58

15.63
15.75

12.0
16.0

8 .0-28 .0  
6 .0—26.0

21 17.31320 0.6920

N= number o f  cases; df= degrees o f  freedom; X ^=chi-squares.
o
o
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n o n p e r s i s t e r s .  The m e d i a n  s c o r e s  w er e  19.08 and 18 .25;  t h e  

m o d a l  s c o r e s  w e r e  1 7 . 0  a nd  1 8 . 0 ;  a n d  t h e  r a n g e  was  b e t w e e n

11.0  a n d  3 3 . 0  f o r  t h e  p e r s i s t e r s ,  a n d  8 . 0  a n d  3 1 . 0  f o r  t h e  

n o n p e r s i s t e r s .

The  a v e r a g e  ACT C o m p o s i t e  S c o r e s  w e r e  1 6 . 29  and  

1 5 . 5 8 ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  f o r  p e r s i s t e r s  a n d  n o n p e r s i s t e r s ;  t h e  

m e d i a n  s c o r e s  w e r e  1 5 . 6 3  a nd  1 5 . 7 5 ;  t h e  m o d a l  s c o r e s  w e r e

12 .0  an d  1 6 . 0 ;  a nd  t h e  r a n g e  was  b e t w e e n  8 .0  a nd  2 8 . 0  f o r  

t h e  p e r s i s t e r s  and 6.0 and 26 .0  f o r  t h e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s .

O v e r a l l  E a r ne d  C o l l e g e  Grade  P o i n t  A v e r a g e ,  H y p o t h e s i s  F o u r :

Da t a  i n  T a b l e  6 i n d i c a t e d  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  

d i f f e r e n c e s  w e r e  f o u n d  t o  e x i s t  b e t w e e n  p e r s i s t e r s  and  

n o n p e r s i s t e r s  i n  t h e  N u r s i n g  P r o g r a m w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  O v e r a l l  

E a r ne d  Grade  P o i n t  A v e ra ge .

S i g n i f i c a n t  C h i - s q u a r e s

As n o t e d  i n  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  s e c t i o n ,  t h i s  s e c t i o n  

a d d r e s s e s  a p r e s e n t a t i o n  and b r i e f  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  i t e m s  f ound  

t o  be s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  o r  b e l ow t h e  0 . 0 5  l e v e l .

S t u d e n t  De mo g ra p h i c s

The  d a t a  i n  T a b l e  8 c o n t a i n  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e l a t e d  t o  

s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  f ound  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  d e m o g r a p h i c s  o f  

p e r s i s t i n g  and n o n p e r i s t i n g  N u r s i n g  P r o g r a m  s t u d e n t s .  F i v e
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TABLE 8

SIGNIFICANT CHI-SQUARES RELATED 
TO DEMOGRAPHIC VARIABLES

Item
P e rs is tin g

3n=67
N onpersisting

N=34
Chi-Square & 

d f  P ro b ab ility
f % f %

1. AGE
(Upon leav ing  SJC)

19-24 Yrs. 14 20.9 7 20.6 4 x2=13.0453
25-29 24 35.8 7 20.6 p= 0.0111*
30-35 13 19.4 6 17.6
36-40 9 13.4 1 2.9
41 & Above 7 10.4 13 38.2

2. MOTHER’S EDUCATION

Did no t complete
high school 22 32.8 23 67.6 4 x2=14.48653

Graduated high
school 26 38.8 6 17.6 p= 0.0059**

Did some co lleg e
work 16 23.9 4 11.8

Received a BA/BS 0 0.0 1 2.9
Received an ad­

vanced degree 3 4.5 0 0 .0

3. STUDENT ENROLLMENT

F u ll-tim e 60 89.6 24 70.6 2 X2= 6.32121
P art- tim e 4 6.0 4 11.8 p= 0.0424*
Both F u ll-tim e

and P a rt- tim e 3 4.5 6 17.6

®N may not equal rep o rted  cases in  a l l  columns due to  m issing va lues, 
fjfrequency  coun ts, %=percentages, X ^=chi-squares, p = p ro b ab ility  score.
#*<.05

< . 0 1
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TABLE 8-Continued

Item
P e rs is tin g

3n=67
N onpersisting

N=34
Chi-Square & 

d f  P ro b ab ility
f % f %

4. EMPLOYMENT STATUS

Did not work 28 41.8 15 45.5 4 x2=i0.28509
Worked: p= 0.0359*

1-10 h rs ./w k . 4 6.0 2 6.1
11-20 h rs ./w k . 14 20.9 5 15.2
21-35 hrs./W {. 14 20.9 1 3.0
36 h rs ./w k . p lus 7 10.4 10 30.3

5 . GRADE POINT AVERAGE

3.50-4 .00 14 20.9 3 9.4 4 x2=12.95061
3.00-3 .49 33 49.3 10 31.3 p= 0.0115*
2.50-2 .99 17 25.4 11 34.4
2.00-2 .49 3 4.5 6 18.8
1.50-1.99 0 0 .0 2 6.3

may no t equal rep o rted  cases in  a l l  columns due to  m issing v a lu es . 
f=frequency coun ts, %=percentages, X ^=chi-squares, p = p robab ility  sco re .
* * <.05

<.01

i t e m s  g e n e r a t e d  a s i g n i f i c a n t  C h i - s q u a r e  f o r  s t u d e n t  

d e m o g r a p h i c  f a c t o r s .

N o n p e r s i s t i n g  n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  o l d e r  t h a n  p e r s i s t i n g  s t u d e n t s .  N e a r l y  40 

p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  w e r e  g r o u p e d  i n  t h e  a g e  

c a t e g o r y  o f  41 y e a r s  o f  a g e  o r  o l d e r .  A p p r o x i m a t e l y  10 

p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  p e r s i s t e r s  f e l l  i n t o  t h e  41 y e a r s  o f  a g e  o r  

o l d e r  g r o u p i n g .  A s i g n i f i c a n t l y  g r e a t e r  n u m b e r  o f  t h e  

m o t h e r s  o f  n o n p e r s i s t i n g  n u r s i n g  s t u d e n t s  d i d  n o t  c o m p l e t e
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h i g h  s c h o o l  d i p l o m a s .  O n e - t h i r d  o f  t h e  m o t h e r s  o f  

p e r s i s t i n g  s t u d e n t s  d i d  n o t  c o m p l e t e  t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l  

d i p l o m a ,  w h e r e a s ,  n e a r l y  t w o - t h i r d s  o f  t h e  n o n p e r s i s t e r ' s  

m o t h e r s  d i d  n o t  f i n i s h  h i g h  s c h o o l .  T w i c e  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  

p e r s i s t i n g  s t u d e n t ' s  m o t h e r s  had a t t e m p t e d ,  o r  c o m p l e t e d  a 

p r o g r a m  o f  s t u d y  b e y o n d  h i g h  s c h o o l .  P e r s i s t i n g  n u r s i n g  

s t u d e n t s  w e r e  e n r o l l e d  a s  f u l l t i m e  s t u d e n t s  t o  a 

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  g r e a t e r  e x t e n t  t h a n  n o n p e r s i s t i n g  s t u d e n t s .  A 

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  g r e a t e r  number  o f  n o n p e r s i s t i n g  s t u d e n t s  who 

worked w h i l e  i n  c o l l e g e ,  we r e  e mpl oye d  more  h o u r s  p e r  week 

t h a n  p e r s i s t i n g  s t u d e n t s .  N e a r l y  o n e - t h i r d  o f  t h e  

n o n p e r s i s t i n g  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  e m p l o y e d  36 o r  m o r e  h o u r s  p e r  

w e e k .  P e r s i s t i n g  n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m  s t u d e n t s  e a r n e d  

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  h i g h e r  G r a d e  P o i n t  A v e r a g e s  (GPA) t h a n  d i d  

n o n p e r s i s t e r s .  Mor e  t h a n  70 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  p e r s i s t e r s  

e a r n e d  GPAs i n  t h e  r a n g e  b e t w e e n  3 . 0 0  and  4 . 0 0  a s  c o m p a r e d  

t o  j u s t  o v e r  40 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s .

R e a s o n s  f o r  C o n t i n u i n g  o r  D r o p p i n g  o u t  o f  th je  N u r s i n g  

Pr ogr am

The d a t a  i n  T a b l e  9 c o n t a i n  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e l a t e d  t o  

s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  f o u n d  r e g a r d i n g  r e a s o n s  why 

p e r s i s t i n g  a n d  n o n p e r s i s t i n g  s t u d e n t s  r e m a i n e d  i n ,  o r  

d r o p p e d  o u t  o f  t h e  N u r s i n g  P r o g r a m .  Ten i t e m s  g e n e r a t e d  

s i g n i f i c a n t  C h i - s q u a r e s .
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TABLE 9

SIGNIFICANT CHI-SQUARES AS RELATED TO PERCEPTIONS OF PERSISTING 
AND NONPERSISTING NURSING PROGRAM STUDENTS Regarding: 

Academic, Employment/Financial, P ersonal, Program Related, 
Family, and Commuting Problems Encountered, While 

Enrolled  in  the Nursing Program o f  Study

Item
P e rs is tin g

®N=67
N onpersisting

N=34
Chi-Square & 

d f  P ro b ab ility
f % f %

1. COURSE DIFFICULTY

Not a Reason/Affect 34 51.5 26 76.5 3 x2= 9.39085
Minor Reason/Affect 21 31.8 3 8.8 p= 0.0245*
Moderate Reason/Affect 10 15.2 3 8.8
Major Reason/Affect 1 1.5 2 5.9

2. BREAK FROM STUDIES

Not a Reason/Affect 25 37.3 24 70.6 4 x2=l1.59979
Minor Reason/Affect 18 26.9 2 5.9 • p= 0.0206*
Moderate Reason/Affect 16 23.9 6 17.6
Major Reason/Affect 7 10.4 2 5.9

3. IRRELEVANT COURSEWORK

Not a Reason/Affect 43 65.2 31 91.2 3 x2=14.37828
Minor Reason/Affect 19 28.8 0 0.0 p= 0.0024**
Moderate Reason/Affect 2 3.0 3 8.8
Major Reason/Affect 2 3.0 0 0.0

®N may no t equal repo rted  cases in  a l l  columns due to  m issing v a lues, 
fjfrequency  coun ts, %=percentages, X ^=chi-squares, p= probability  sco re .
* * <.05

<.01
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TABLE 9-Continued

Item
P e rs is tin g

3n=67
N onpersisting

N=34
Chi-Square & 

d f  P ro b ab ility
f % f %

4. STUDY TIME-CONSUMING

Not a R eason/A ffect 14 21.2 18 56.3 3 x2=12.30934
Minor R eason/A ffect 27 40.9 6 18.8 p= 0.0064**
Moderate Reason/A ffect 19 28.8 6 18.8
Major Reason/A ffect 6 9.1 2 6.3

5. CONFLICT WITH NURSING PERSONNEL

Not a R eason/A ffect 48 73.8 17 51.5 3 x2= 9.24436
Minor R eason/A ffect 9 13.8 4 12.1 p= 0.0262*
Moderate Reason/A ffect 5 9 .2 6 18.2
Major Reason/A ffect 2 3.1 6 18.2

6. TIRED OF SCHOOL

Not a R eason/A ffect 37 56.1 29 87.9 3 x2=10.36590
Minor Reason/A ffect 17 25.8 3 9.1 p= 0.0157*
Moderate Reason/A ffect 8 12.1 1 3.0
Major R eason/A ffect 4 6.1 0 0.0

7. CONCERN OF NURSING PERSONNEL

Not a Reason/A ffect 51 78.5 19 59.4 3 x2=11.22389
Minor R eason/A ffect 3 4.6 1 3.1 p= 0.0106*
Moderate Reason/A ffect 9 13.8 4 12.5
Major R eason/A ffect 2 3.1 8 25.0

8. QUALITY OF NURSING CLASSES

Not a Reason/A ffect 35 52.2 18 52.9 3 X2=10.68370
Minor Reason/A ffect 16 23.9 3 8.8 p= 0.0136*
Moderate Reason/A ffect 14 20.9 6 17.6
Major Reason/A ffect 2 3.0 7 20.6

®N may n o t equal rep o rted  cases in  a l l  columns due to  m issing v a lu es , 
fjfreq u en cy  coun ts, %=percentages, X ^=chi-squares, p= probab ility  sco re . 
••<•05 

<.01
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TABLE 9-Continued

Item
P e rs is tin g  N onpersisting

3N=67 N=34
Chi-Square & 

d f P ro b ab ility
f % f %

9. NURSING PROGRAM DEMANDING

Not a Reason/Affect 19 28.8 21 63.6 3 x2=17.06664
Minor Reason/A ffect 27 40.9 4 12.1 p= 0.0007**
Moderate Reason/Affect 16 24.2 3 9.1
Major Reason/Affect 4 6.1 5 15.2

10. LACK OF TRANSPORTATION

Not a Reason/Affect 49 75.4 31 91.20 3 x2= 8.14118
Minor Reason/A ffect 8 12.3 0 0.0 p= 0.0432*
Moderate Reason/Affect 5 7 .7 0 0 .0
Major Reason/A ffect 3 4.6 3 8.8

may no t equal reported  cases in  a l l  columns due to  m issing v a lu es , 
fjfreq u en cy  coun ts, %=percentages, X ^=chi-squares, p= probab ility  sco re .
* * <.05

<.01

A s i g n i f i c a n t l y  g r e a t e r  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  n o n p e r s i s t i n g  

s t u d e n t s  a s  c o m p a r e d  t o  p e r s i s t i n g  s t u d e n t s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  

t h e  l e v e l  o f  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  c o l l e g e  c o u r s e  wo r k  wa s  n o t  a 

r e a s o n  w h i c h  a f f e c t e d  t h e m  i n  d e c i d i n g  t o  d r o p  o u t  o f  t h e  

p r o g r a m.  I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  n e a r l y  50 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  p e r s i s t i n g  

s t u d e n t s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  c o u r s e  d i f f i c u l t y  d i d  a f f e c t  t h e m  

w h i l e  i n  t h e  N u r s i n g  P r o g r a m .  A s i g n i f i c a n t l y  g r e a t e r  

n umbe r  o f  n o n p e r s i s t i n g  N u r s i n g  P r o g r a m s t u d e n t s  a s  c o mp a r e d  

t o  p e r s i s t i n g  s t u d e n t s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  a t e m p o r a r y  b r e a k  f r om 

c o l l e g e  s t u d i e s  d i d  n o t  a f f e c t  t h e m  i n  t h e i r  d e c i s i o n  t o  

d r o p  o u t  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m .  Mor e  t h a n  .60 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e



1 0 8

p e r s i s t i n g  s t u d e n t s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  need  f o r  a t e m p o r a r y  

b r e a k  f r o m  c o l l e g e  s t u d i e s  d i d  a f f e c t  t h e m  w h i l e  i n  t h e  

N u r s i n g  P r o g r a m .  A s i g n i f i c a n t l y  g r e a t e r  n u m b e r  o f  

n o n p e r s i s t i n g  s t u d e n t s  a s  c o m p a r e d  t o  p e r s i s t i n g  s t u d e n t s  

r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  p e r c e i v e d  i r r e l e v a n c y  o f  c o l l e g e  c o u r s e  

w o r k  d i d  n o t  a f f e c t  t h e i r  d e c i s i o n  t o  d r o p  o u t  o f  t h e  

p r o g r a m .  W h e r e a s ,  35 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  p e r s i s t i n g  s t u d e n t s  

r e p o r t e d  t h a t  i r r e l e v a n c y  o f  c o l l e g e  c o u r s e  work had f r om a 

m i n o r  t o  a m a j o r  a f f e c t  on t h e m  w h i l e  e n r o l l e d  i n  t h e  

p r o g r a m .  A s i g n i f i c a n t l y  g r e a t e r  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  

n o n p e r s i s t i n g  N u r s i n g  P r o g r a m  s t u d e n t s  a s  c o m p a r e d  t o  

p e r s i s t e r s  d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  t i m e  r e q u i r e d  i n  c o u r s e s  

o f  s t u d y  a f f e c t e d  t h e i r  d e c i s i o n  t o  d r o p  o u t .  C o n v e r s e l y ,  

a l m o s t  80 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  p e r s i s t e r  s t u d e n t s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  

t i m e  r e q u i r e d  i n  t h e  c o u r s e s  o f  s t u d y  had f r om a m i n o r  t o  a 

m a j o r  a f f e c t  upon t he m.  S i g n i f i c a n t l y  g r e a t e r  n u mb e r s  o f  

n o n p e r s i s t i n g  N u r s i n g  P r o g r a m  s t u d e n t s  i n d i c a t e d  c o n f l i c t  

w i t h  N u r s i n g  P r o g r a m p e r s o n n e l  was a mi n o r  t o  m a j o r  r e a s o n  

f o r  t h e i r  w i t h d r a w a l  f r om t h e  p r o g r a m.  C o n v e r s e l y ,  n e a r l y  

74 p e r c e n t  o f  p e r s i s t e r  s t u d e n t s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  

c o l l e g e  N u r s i n g  P r o g r a m  p e r s o n n e l  wa s  n o t  a p r o b l e m  f o r  

t h e m .  S i g n i f i c a n t l y  g r e a t e r  n u m b e r s  o f  n o n p e r s i s t i n g  

n u r s i n g  s t u d e n t s  a s  c o mp a r e d  t o  p e r s i s t i n g  s t u d e n t s  r e p o r t e d  

t h a t  t h e i r  b e c o m i n g  t i r e d  o f  t h e  w o r k  r e q u i r e d  i n  t h e  

c o l l e g e  wa s  n o t  a r e a s o n  f o r  t h e i r  d r o p p i n g  o u t .  W h e r e a s ,  

a l m o s t  45 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  p e r s i s t e r s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  b e c o mi n g
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t i r e d  o f  c o l l e g e  wo r k  d i d  a f f e c t  t h e m  w h i l e  i n  t h e  N u r s i n g  

P r o g r a m .  A s i g n i f i c a n t l y  g r e a t e r  n u m b e r  o f  p e r s i s t i n g  

N u r s i n g  P r o g r a m  s t u d e n t s  a s  c o m p a r e d  t o  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  

r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  c o n c e r n  o f  c o l l e g e  n u r s i n g  p e r s o n n e l  f o r  

s t u d e n t s  d i d  n o t  a f f e c t  t h e m  i n  t h e  p r o g r a m  o f  s t u d i e s .  

O n e - f o u r t h  o f  t h e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  c o n c e r n  o f  

c o l l e g e  N u r s i n g  Pr og r a m p e r s o n n e l  f o r  s t u d e n t s  was a m a j o r  

r e a s o n  f o r  t h e i r  n o n p e r s i s t e n c e .  A s i g n i f i c a n t l y  g r e a t e r  

number  o f  n o n p e r s i s t i n g  Nu r s i n g  Pr og r a m s t u d e n t s  a s  c o mpar ed  

t o  p e r s i s t i n g  s t u d e n t s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  Nu r s i n g  

P r o g r a m  c l a s s e s  was  a m a j o r  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e i r  d e c i s i o n  t o  

d r o p  o u t .  A s i g n i f i c a n t l y  g r e a t e r  n u m b e r  o f  n o n p e r s i s t e r  

N u r s i n g  P r o g r a m s t u d e n t s  a s  c o mp a r e d  t o  p e r s i s t e r s  d i d  n o t  

b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  d e m a n d s  o f  t h e  N u r s i n g  P r o g r a m  a f f e c t e d  

t h e i r  d e c i s i o n  t o  d r o p  o u t .  S i g n i f i c a n t  n u m b e r s  o f  

n o n p e r s i s t e r  n u r s i n g  s t u d e n t s  a s  c o m p a r e d  t o  p e r s i s t i n g  

s t u d e n t s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

d i d  n o t  a f f e c t  t h e m  i n  d e c i d i n g  t o  d r o p  o u t  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m  

o f  s t u d i e s .

I m p o r t a n c e  o f  I n t e r p e r s o n a l  R e l a t i o n s  w i t h  

G r o u p s / I n d i v i d u a l s

The  d a t a  i n  T a b l e  10 c o n t a i n  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e l a t e d  t o  

s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  f o u n d  b e t w e e n  p e r s i s t i n g  a n d  

n o n p e r s i s t i n g  n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m  s t u d e n t s  r e g a r d i n g  

i n t e r p e r s o n a l / s o c i o l o g i c a l  r e l a t i o n s  a n d  t h e i r  a f f e c t  on
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TABLE 10

SIGNIFICANT CHI-SQUARES AS RELATED TO PERCEPTIONS OF PERSISTING AND 
NONPERSISTING NURSING PROGRAM STUDENTS Regarding: Peer Group

In te ra c t io n s , In te ra c tio n  w ith F acu lty , Facu lty  Concern 
fo r S tudent Development and Teaching, Academic and 

I n te l le c tu a l  Development, and In s t i tu t io n a l  Goal 
Commitments, while Enrolled in  the  

Nursing Program o f Study

Item
P e rs is tin g

3N=67
N onpersisting

N=34
Chi-Square & 

d f  P ro b ab ility
f % f %

1. CLOSE PEER RELATIONSHIPS

S trongly  Disagree 0 0 .0 1 3.1 4 x2=12.89961
Disagree 2 3.0 2 6 .2 p= 0.0118*
Agree 40 60.6 12 37.5
Strongly  Agree 20 30.3 8 25.0
No Opinion 4 6.1 9 28.1

2. MAKING FRIENDS DIFFICULT

Strongly  Disagree 29 43.9 10 31.3 4 X2=12.96374
Disagree 33 50.0 12 37.5 p= 0.0115»
Agree 3 4 .5 4 12.5
S trongly  Agree 0 0.0 3 9.4
No Opinion 1 1.5 3 9 .4

3. PEER WILLINGNESS TO LISTEN

Strongly  D isagree 27 40.9 8 24.2 4 x2=12.10263
Disagree 26 39.4 12 36.4 p= 0.0166*
Agree 5 7 .6 9 27.3
S trongly  Agree 5 7.6 0 0.0
No Opinion 3 4 .5 4 12.1

®N may not equal reported cases in a
fÿfrequency counts, %=percentages, X'

ill columns due to missing values.
2=chi-squares, p=probability score.

* * <.05<.01
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TABLE 10-Continued

P e rs is tin g N onpersisting Chi-Square &
Item ^N=67 N=34 d f P ro b ab ility

f  % f  %

4. FACULTY INFLUENCE ON STUDENT GOALS AND ASPIRATIONS

Strongly  Disagree 1 1.5 1 3.0 4 x2=11.31232
Disagree 4 6.1 8 24.2 P= 0.0233*
Agree 32 48.5 7 21.2
S trong ly  Agree 10 15.2 4 12.1
No Opinion 19 28.8 13 39.4

CLOSE PERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS WITH FACULTY

S trongly  Disagree 4 6.1 3 9.4 4 x2=10.47261
D isagree 14 21.2 8 25.0 p= 0.0332*
Agree 28 42.4 8 25.0
S trong ly  Agree 14 21.2 3 9.4
No Opinion 6 9.1 10 31.3

STUDENT'S SATISFACTION WITH INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT

S trongly  Disagree 1 1.5 3 9.1 4 X2=10.62675
D isagree 2 3.1 6 18.2 p= 0.0311*
Agree 41 63.1 16 48.5
S trong ly  Agree 14 21.5 6 18.2
No Opinion 7 10.6 2 6.1

SATISFACTION WITH ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE

S trongly  Disagree 0 0.0 3 9.4 4 x2=14.22108
D isagree 4 6.1 4 12.5 p= 0.0066*
Agree 45 68.2 12 37.5
S trong ly  Agree 13 19.7 7 21.9
No Opinion 4 6.1 6 18.8

8. LIKELY TO ATTEND CULTURAL EVENT

S trong ly  Disagree 4 6.2 4 12.1
Disagree 20 30.8 10 30.3
Agree 25 38.5 6 18.2
S trongly  Agree 8 12.3 2 6.1
No Opinion 8 12.3 11 33.3

x2= 9.62996 
p= 0.0471*

®N may not equal reported cases in all columns due to missing values,
fsfrequency counts, %=percentages, X^=chi-squares, p=probability score.
* * <.05<.01
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TABLE 10-Continued

Item
P e rs is tin g

3N=57
N onpersisting

N=34
Chi-Square & 

d f P ro b ab ility
f % f %

9. TO GRADUATE IMPORTANT

Strongly  D isagree 0 0.0 5 15.6 3 X2=18.88472
Disagree 0 0.0 0 0.0 p= 0.0003*
Agree 27 40.9 7 21.9
S trongly  Agree 39 59.1 17 53.1
No Opinion 0 0.0 3 9.4

10. RIGHT DECISION TO ATTEND SJC

S trongly  D isagree 0 0.0 2 6.3 4 x2=16.54039
Disagree 1 1.5 5 15.6 p= 0.0024*
Agree 28 42.4 9 28.1
Strongly  Agree 35 53.0 12 37.5
No Opinion 2 3.0 4 12.5

11. REGISTER AT SJC IN ENSUING SEMESTER

Strongly  D isagree 31 47.7 9 27.3 4 x2=20.25945
D isagree 24 36.9 6 18.2 p= 0.0004*
Agree 2 3.1 6 18.2
S trongly  Agree 1 1.5 6 18.2
No Opinion 7 10.8 6 18.2

may no t equal rep o rted  cases in  a l l  columns due to  m issing va lues, 
fjfrequency  coun ts, %=percentages, X ^=chi-squares, p = p robab ility  sco re .
* * <.05

<.01

c o n t i n u a n c e  o r  d i s c o n t i n u a n c e  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m  o f  s t u d y .  

E l e v e n  i t e m s  g e n e r a t e d  s i g n i f i c a n t  C h i - s q u a r e s .

S i g n i f i c a n t l y  g r e a t e r  p e r c e n t a g e s  o f  n o n p e r s i s t i n g  

N u r s i n g  P r o g r a m s t u d e n t s  a s  c o mp a r e d  t o  p e r s i s t i n g  s t u d e n t s  

had no o p i n i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  c l o s e  p e r s o n a l  

r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  o t h e r  c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s .  However ,  b e t w e e n  

60 and 90 p e r c e n t  o f  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  and p e r s i s t e r s  a g r e e d  t o
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some d e g r e e  t h a t  t h e y  had e s t a b l i s h e d  s u c h  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  A 

s i g n i f i c a n t  number  o f  p e r s i s t i n g  Nu r s i n g  Pr og r a m s t u d e n t s  as  

c o mp a r e d  t o  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h e y  e x p e r i e n c e d  

a n y  p r o b l e m s  i n  m a k i n g  f r i e n d s  w h i l e  e n r o l l e d  i n  t h e  

p r o g r a m.  N o n p e r s i s t i n g  s t u d e n t s  a s  c o mp a r e d  t o  p e r s i s t e r a  

w e r e  m o r e  l i k e l y  t o  d i s a g r e e  t h a t  p e e r s  w e r e  w i l l i n g  t o  

l i s t e n  when  t h e y  h a d  a p e r s o n a l  p r o b l e m .  A s i g n i f i c a n t  

number  o f  p e r s i s t i n g  Nu r s i n g  Pr og r a m s t u d e n t s  a s  c ompar ed  t o  

n o n p e r s i s t i n g  s t u d e n t s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e i r  i n t e r a c t i o n  w i t h  

f a c u l t y  o u s i d e  t h e  c l a s s r o o m  h a d  a p o s i t i v e  i n f l u e n c e  on 

t h e i r  c a r e e r  g o a l s  and a s p i r a t i o n s .  A s i g n i f i c a n t l y  g r e a t e r  

p e r c e n t a g e  o f  p e r s i s t i n g  s t u d e n t s  a s  c o m p a r e d  t o  

n o n p e r s i s t e r s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  e s t a b l i s h e d  a c l o s e  

w o r k i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  a t  l e a s t  o n e  f a c u l t y  m e m b e r .  A 

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  g r e a t e r  number  o f  p e r s i s t i n g  a s  compar ed  w i t h  

n o n p e r s i s t i n g  s t u d e n t s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  s a t i s f i e d  

w i t h  t h e i r  i n t e l l e c t u a l  d e v e l o p m e n t .  S i g n i f i c a n t l y  g r e a t e r  

p e r c e n t a g e s  o f  p e r s i s t i n g  a s  c o m p a r e d  t o  n o n p e r s i s t i n g  

s t u d e n t s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e y  we r e  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t h e  c o l l e g e  

a c a d e m i c  e x p e r i e n c e .  S i g n i f i c a n t l y  g r e a t e r  n u m b e r s  o f  

p e r s i s t i n g  a s  c o m p a r e d  t o  n o n p e r s i s t i n g  s t u d e n t s  r e p o r t e d  

t h a t  t h e y  woul d  l i k e l y  a t t e n d  a c o l l e g e  s p o n s o r e d  c u l t u r a l  

e v e n t .  A s i g n i f i c a n t l y  g r e a t e r  n u m b e r  o f  p e r s i s t i n g  a s  

c o m p a r e d  t o  n o n p e r s i s t i n g  s t u d e n t s  r e p o r t e d  i t  w o u l d  be  

i m p o r t a n t  f o r  t h e m t o  g r a d u a t e  f r om c o l l e g e .  S i g n i f i c a n t l y  

g r e a t e r  n u mb e r s  o f  p e r s i s t i n g  a s  c o mp a r e d  t o  n o n p e r s i s t i n g
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s t u d e n t s  f e l t  t h e i r  c h o i c e  o f  c o l l e g e  was  t h e  c o r r e c t  o n e .  

A s i g n i f i c a n t l y  g r e a t e r  number  o f  n o n p e r s i s t i n g  a s  compar ed  

t o  p e r s i s t i n g  s t u d e n t s  r e p o r t e d  t h e i r  i n t e n t i o n  t o  e n r o l l  a t  

t h e  c o l l e g e  f o r  t h e  e n s u i n g  s e m e s t e r .

Ea r n e d  Gr ade  P o i n t  i n  C o l l e g e  S c i e n c e  C l a s s e s  and 

O v e r a l l  C o l l e g e  Gr a d e  P o i n t  Ave r age

The  d a t a  i n  T a b l e  11 c o n t a i n  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e l a t e d  t o  

s i g n i f i c a n t  C h i - s q u a r e s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  

p e r s i s t e r s  a n d  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  i n  t h e  N u r s i n g  P r o g r a m  on 

f a c t o r s  r e l a t e d  t o  g r a d e  p o i n t  a v e r a g e s .

P e r s i s t i n g  N u r s i n g  P r o g r a m  s t u d e n t s  a s  c o m p a r e d  t o  

n o n p e r s i s t i n g  s t u d e n t s  s c o r e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  h i g h e r  on g r a d e  

p o i n t  a v e r a g e s  i n  c o l l e g e  s c i e n c e  c o u r s e w o r k ,  i n c l u d i n g  

G e n e r a l  B i o l o g y ,  A n a t o m y  and P h y s i o l o g y ,  M i c r o b i o l o g y ,  

P h y s i c a l  S c i e n c e  I ,  a n d  P h y s i c a l  S c i e n c e  I I ;  a n d ,  o v e r a l l  

c o l l e g e  g r a d e  p o i n t  a v e r a g e s .

T -  T e s t  R e s u l t s

The  T - T e s t  wa s  u s e d  t o  c o m p a r e  t h e  me a n  s c o r e s  o f  

p e r s i s t i n g  a n d  n o n p e r s i s t i n g  n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m  s t u d e n t s  i n  

r e g a r d  t o  r e q u i r e d  S c i e n c e  C o u r s e  G r a d e s ,  N e l s o n - D e n n y  

R e a d i n g  L e v e l  S c o r e s ,  ACT S c o r e s ,  a n d  O v e r a l l  G r a d e  P o i n t  

A v e r a g e s  t o  d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s
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TABLE 11

SIGNIFICANT CHI-SQUARES AS RELATED TO PERSISTING AND NONPERSISTING 
NURSING PROGRAM STUDENTS ON: Grades Obtained in  College 

Science C lasses and O verall College 
Grade Point Average

Item
P e rs is tin g  

3N=67 
f  %

N onpersisting  
N=34 

f  %

Chi-Square & 
d f  P ro b ab ility

1. ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY GRADÊ

D 0 0 .0 3 17.6 3 X2=13.55845
C 14 20.9 5 29.4 p= 0.0036*
B 43 64.2 7 41.2
A 10 14.9 2 11.8

2. MICROBIOLOGY GRADE

D 0 0.0 3 13.0 3 x2=14.76300
C 19 28.4 11 47.8 p= 0.0020*
B 40 59.7 9 39.1
A 8 11.9 0 0.0

3. PHYSICAL SCIENCE I  GRADE

D 0 0.0 3 18.8 3 X2=16.75310
C 32 47.8 10 62.5 p= 0.0008*
B 26 38.8 3 18.8
A 9 13.4 0 0.0

4. PHYSICAL SCIENCE I I  GRADE

D 0 0 .0 2 18.2 3 X2= 16.89592
C 33 49.3 8 72.7 p= 0.0007*
B 26 38.8 1 9.1
A 8 11.9 0 0.0

^N may no t equal rep o rted  cases in  a l l  columns due to  m issing v a lu es . 
"Based on 4 .0  S cale: 0=F; 1=D; 2=0; 3=B; 4=A.
fsfrequency coun ts, %=percentages, X ^rch i-squares, p= probab ility  score.
. .< '0 5<.01
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TABLE 11-Continued

P e rs is tin g  N onpersisting  Chi-Square &
Item ®N=67 N=34 d f P ro b ab ility

f % f %

GRADE POINT AVERAGE

3.50-4 .00 14 20.9 3 9.4 4 x2=12.95061
3.00-3.49 33 49.3 10 31.3 p= 0.0115*
2 .50-2.99 17 25.4 11 34.4
2 .00-2.49 3 4.5 6 18.8
1.50-1.99 0 0.0 2 6.3

may no t equal rep o rted  oases in  a l l  columns due to  m issing v a lues. 
“Based on 4 .0  S cale: 0=F; 1=D; 2=C; 3=B; 4=A.
fsfrequency coun ts, %=percentages, X ^=chi-squares, p= probab ility  sco re .
. .< '0 5

<.01

e x i s t e d .  The  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e s e  c o m p a r i s o n s  a r e  r e p o r t e d  i n  

T a b l e  12.

D a t a  i n  T a b l e  12 i n d i c a t e  t h a t  f i v e  i t e m s  h a v e  t w o -  

t a i l e d  p r o b a b i l i t y  q u o t i e n t s ,  f r o m  t h e  p o o l e d  v a r i a n c e  

e s t i m a t e ,  w h i c h  f e l l  b e l o w  t h e  . 05  l e v e l  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  

T h o s e  i t e m s  w h i c h  w e r e  n o t e d  t o  be  b e l o w  t h e  . 05 l e v e l  o f  

s i g n i f i c a n c e  w e r e :  A n a t o m y  a n d  P h y s i o l o g y  G r a d e s ,

M i c r o b i o l o g y  G r a d e s ,  P h y s i c a l  S c i e n c e  I  G r a d e s ,  P h y s i c a l  

S c i e n c e  I I  G r a d e s ,  and O v e r a l l  Gr ade  P o i n t  Av e r a g e s .

D a t a  f r o m  T a b l e  12 i n d i c a t e  t h a t  e l e v e n  i t e m s  h a v e  

t w o - t a i l e d  p r o b a b i l i t y  q u o t i e n t s ,  f r o m t h e  p o o le d  v a r i a n c e  

e s t i m a t e ,  w h i c h  f e l l  b e l o w  t h e  . 05  l e v e l  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  

T h o s e  i t e m s  w h i c h  w e r e  n o t e d  t o  be  a b o v e  t h e  . 05 l e v e l  o f  

s i g n i f i c a n c e  w e r e :  G e n e r a l  B i o l o g y  G r a d e s ,  N e l s o n - D e n n y



VtKlABlC 
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CROUP 2

POOLIO VCaiANCC CSTtnAT S tP tf iA U  WARltNCC C £ ri* 'iT C

..fuc
CENCRAl eiOLOCY GRACE 

GROUP 1 33 2 .8 7 8 f t 0 .8 2 0

0 .7 7 9

0 .1 4 3

C .C97
1 .1 1  C .7 I4 • 0 .9 7  6 1 .6 0

6 2 c.oufr"" ‘Ï? 0 .2 2 9

G.CT9
# 2 .4 7  0 .0 1 1 - 1 . 9 6  1 9 .4 0  0 .0 6 5

Q3 ntCRCRICLOCT GRADE 
GROUP 1 23 2 .2 6 0 9 0 .6 8 9

0 .6 1 8

0 .1 4 4

0 .0 7 5
• 1 .2 4  0 .4 9 1 - 3 .5 4  3 4 .9 5  0 .0 0 1

0 .6 3 2

. . 7 0 0

C .tS P
0 .0 0 7

•  1 .2 5  9 .6 4 P - 3 . 6 4  2 4 .8 2  0 .0 0 1

CIENCE t l  C8ACC 
1 1 .9 0 9 1 b .5 3 9

0 .6 9 3

0 .1 6 3

0 . ( 8 5
1 .6 5  0 .3 9 4 • 3 . 9 2  1 5 .9 7  O .CO l

1 .1 5 7
1 .7 2 0

0 .1 9 8
0 .2 1 2

•  2 .2 1  0 .0 1 5 - 1 . 4 6  9 1 . 0 2  0 .1 4 8

..ouf-f-"" *iî 4 .5 5 9 0 .9 3 1
GROUP 2  99 1 7 .7 9 6 6 4 .5 4 0 8 .9 9 1

1 2 .2 8 8 3 6 .0 2 2 1 .2 2 9

GROUP 2  59 1 2 .1 3 5 6 5 ,9 3 5 0 .7 7 3

6 .4 9 4 1 .3 2 6

GROW 2 94 .1 6 .5 7 6 3 6 .9 0 6 0 .8 9 9

•  1 .0 1  0 .9 4 1

•  1 .0 3  0 .8 9 4

- 1 . 8 2  4 2 . 9 6  8 .0 7 6

# 8 5  4 2 .1 6  0 .9 6 0

•  1 .1 9  0 .7 6 6 - 0 . 7 0  4 9 .2 3  0 .4 0 9

c.ou?*r*̂  •îî.îsî'̂
GROUP 2  59 1 9 .7 4 5 8

GROUP 2 99  1 6 .6 2 7 1

5 .9 4 9

5 .2 6 1

1 .2 1 4
0 .6 0 5

•  1 .2 8  0 .4 4 5 8 .9 2  3 8 .4 2  0 .3 6 2

4 .7 3 6
4 .9 2 9

0 .9 6 7
0 .5 9 0

•  . 1 .8 9  8 .7 5 4 0 .9 2  4 1 .0 5  0 .3 6 2

CR0UP*1°^ '’° '3 2  *’̂ ^"**2.0125 1 .0 6 1
0 .8 0 8

0 .1 8 8
0 .8 9 9

•  * 1 .7 2  C .8 6 S 3 .2 7  4 8 .7 9  8 .8 0 2

TABLE 12. T-TEST COMPARISONS OF PERSISTERS WITH NONPERSISTERS IN REGARD TO: SCIENCE COURSE GRADES, 
NELSON-DENNY READING SCORES. AND OVERALL GRADE POINT AVERAGES.
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S c o r e s ,  E n g l i s h  ACT S u b t e s t  S c o r e s ,  Math ACT S u b t e s t  S c o r e s ,  

S o c i a l  S c i e n c e  ACT S u b t e s t  S c o r e s ,  N a t u r a l  S c i e n c e  ACT 

s u b t e s t  S c o r e s  and C o mp o s i t e  ACT S c o r e s .



CHAPTER V

SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  C h a p t e r  i s  t o  p r e s e n t  i n  summary 

f o r m t h e  b a c k g r o u n d  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y ;  t o  p r e s e n t  me t h o d s  

and p r o c e d u r e s  o f  t h e  s t u d y ;  t o  p r e s e n t  summar y  f i n d i n g s  o f  

t h e  s t u d y ;  t o  p r e s e n t  c o n c l u s i o n s  o f  t h e  s t u d y ;  t o  p r e s e n t  

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  b a s e d  on t h e  c o n c l u s i o n s ;  and t o  c l o s e  w i t h  

a d i s c u s s i o n  on t h e  u s e f u l n e s s  o f  t h e  T i n t o  Model .

Summary o f  Backgr ound

The p r o b l e m  o f  a t t r i t i o n  o f  n u r s i n g  s t u d e n t s  a s  w e l l  

a s  s t u d e n t s  i n  o t h e r  p r o g r a m s  o f  s t u d y  h a s  b e e n  a n a t i o n a l  

c o n c e r n  a t  a l l  l e v e l s  o f  e d u c a t i o n .  Be t we e n  1979 and 1983,  

t h e  n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m s  o f  s t u d y  a t  S e m i n o l e  J u n i o r  C o l l e g e  

e x p e r i e n c e d  a n o n p e r s i s t e n c e  r a t e  o f  39 .3  p e r c e n t .  L i m i t e d ,  

s p e c i f i c ,  and  u p - t o - d a t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  wa s  a v a i l a b l e  a b o u t  

n o n p e r s i s t i n g  n u r s i n g  s t u d e n t s  a t  S e m i n o l e  J u n i o r  C o l l e g e .  

Da t a  we r e  n o t  a v a i l a b l e  r e g a r d i n g  c o m p a r i s o n s  o f  p e r s i s t i n g  

and n o n p e r s i s t i n g  n u r s i n g  s t u d e n t s .  Thus ,  i t  a p p e a r e d  t h a t  

a s t u d y  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  s t u d e n t  a t t r i t i o n  i n  t h e  n u r s i n g  

p r o g r a m o f  s t u d y  a t  S e m i n o l e  J u n i o r  C o l l e g e  was  n e e d e d .

119
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T h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  e x a m i n e d  t h e  r e s p o n s e s  o f  

p o p u l a t i o n s  o f  p e r s i s t i n g  and n o n p e r s i s t i n g  S e m i n o l e  J u n i o r  

C o l l e g e  n u r s i n g  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o :  d e m o g r a p h i c

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ;  p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  s t u d e n t s  i n v o l v i n g  a c a d e m i c ,  

e m p l o y m e n t ,  f i n a n c i a l ,  p e r s o n a l  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  p r o g r a m  

r e l a t e d ,  f a m i l y  r e l a t e d ,  and c o mmu t e r  p r o b l e m s ;  p e r c e p t i o n s  

o f  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  p e e r  g r o u p  i n t e r a c t i o n s ,  

i n t e r a c t i o n s  w i t h  f a c u l t y ,  f a c u l t y  c o n c e r n  f o r  s t u d e n t  

d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  t e a c h i n g ,  a c a d e m i c  a n d  i n t e l l e c t u a l  

d e v e l o p m e n t  and i n s t i t u t i o n a l  and g o a l  c o m m i t m e n t s ;  a nd ,  ACT 

s c o r e s ,  N e l s o n - D e n n y  r e a d i n g  l e v e l s ,  g r a d e  r e c e i v e d  i n  

r e q u i r e d  s c i e n c e  c l a s s e s ,  and o v e r a l l  g r a d e  p o i n t  a v e r a g e s .

Met hods  and P r e c e d u r e s

F r o m  c o l l e g e  n u r s i n g  d i v i s i o n  r e c o r d s  i t  w a s  

d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  e i g h t y - f i v e  (85)  s t u d e n t s  had g r a d u a t e d  f r om 

t h e  n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m  b e t w e e n  I960 and 1983,  a n d ,  t h a t  f i f t y -  

f i v e  ( 5 5 )  s t u d e n t s  h a d  d r o p p e d  o u t  o f  t h e  n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m  

b e t w e e n  t h e  F a l l  S e m e s t e r  o f  1979 and t h e  S p r i n g  S e m e s t e r  o f  

1 9 8 3 .  T h i s  c o n s t i t u t e d  a n o n p e r s i s t e n c e  r a t e  o f  3 9 . 3  

p e r c e n t .  The  s u r v e y  f o r m  o f  r e s e a r c h  wa s  s e l e c t e d  t o  

o b t a i n  p e r t i n e n t  i n f o r m a t i o n .  The p r o c e d u r e  i n  t h e  s t u d y  

i n v o l v e d  t h e  u s e  o f  p o p u l a t i o n s  o f  e i g h t y - f i v e  ( 8 5 )  

p e r s i s t i n g  and f i f t y - f i v e  (55)  n o n p e r s i s t i n g  N u r s i n g  Pr og r a m 

S t u d e n t s .
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Based on a r e v i e w  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  g a t h e r e d  i n  a p i l o t  

q u e s t i o n n a i r e  a n d  g u i d a n c e  by  a p a n e l  o f  j u d g e s ,  s l i g h t  

m o d i f i c a t i o n s  we r e  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  a f i n a l  q u e s t i o n n a i r e .  

Q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  and a s e l f - a d d r e s s e d ,  s t a m p e d  e n v e l o p e  wer e  

m a i l e d  t o  p e r s i s t i n g  and n o n p e r s i s t i n g  s t u d e n t s .

Of t h e  e i g h t y - f i v e  (85)  p e r s i s t i n g  s t u d e n t s  s u r v e y e d ,  

s i x t y - e i g h t  ( 6 8 )  o r  8 0 . 0  p e r c e n t  r e s p o n d e d .  Of t h e  f i f t y -  

f i v e  ( 5 5 )  n o n p e r s i s t i n g  s t u d e n t s  s u r v e y e d ,  t h i r t y - s i x  ( 3 6 )  

o r  6 5 . 4  p e r c e n t  r e s p o n d e d .  H o w e v e r ,  o n e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  o f  

p e r s i s t e r s  a n d  t w o  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  o f  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  w e r e  

deemed i n c o m p l e t e  and u n u s a b l e  f o r  t h e  s t u d y .  S e v e r a l  f o l l o w  

up p r o c e d u r e s  w e r e  u s e d  t o  o b t a i n  a n  a d e q u a t e  n u m b e r  o f  

r e s p o n s e s .  F r e q u e n c y  c o u n t s ,  p e r c e n t a g e s ,  and C h i - s q u a r e s  

w e r e  c o m p u t e d  f r o m  t h e  v a r i o u s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a t  t h e  

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Okl ahoma  Comput i ng  C e n t e r .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  T-  

T e s t s  w e r e  c o m p u t e d  f o r  t h e  v a r i a b l e s  r e l a t e d  t o  r e q u i r e d  

s c i e n c e  c o u r s e  g r a d e s ,  N e l s o n - D e n n y  R e a d i n g  L e v e l s ,  ACT 

S c o r e s  and o v e r a l l  g r a d e  p o i n t  a v e r a g e .

Summary o f  F i n d i n g s

As s t a t e d  i n  C h a p t e r  I ,  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  s t u d y  was 

t o  d e t e r m i n e  s e l e c t e d  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  s t u d e n t s  who c o m p l e t e d  

t h e  A s s o c i a t e  De g r e e  i n  N u r s i n g  a t  S e m i n o l e  J u n i o r  C o l l e g e  

( p e r s i s t e r s )  a s  c o m p a r e d  t o  s t u d e n t s  who w e r e  a d m i t t e d  t o  

t h e  n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m  a t  S e m i n o l e  J u n i o r  C o l l e g e  b u t  f a i l e d  t o  

c o m p l e t e  t h e  p r o g r a m  o f  s t u d y  ( n o n p e r s i s t e r s ) .
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P u r s u a n t  t o  t h e  p u r p o s e  i n  t h e  s t u d y ,  f o u r  ( 4 )  n u l l  

h y p o t h e s e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  113 i t e m s ,  we r e  t e s t e d  f o r  s i g n i f i c a n t  

d i f f e r e n c e s .  Of t h o s e  i t e m s  t e s t e d ,  27 i t e m s  wer e  f ound  t o  

be  s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  . 05 l e v e l  o f  c o n f i d e n c e ,  a n d ,  86 w e r e  

f o u n d  t o  be i n s i g n i f i c a n t .

R e g a r d i n g  n u l l  h y p o t h e s i s  o n e ,  o f  n_o s i g n i f i c a n t  

d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  p e r s i s t e r s  and n o n p e r s i s t e r s  on s e l e c t e d  

d e m o g r a p h i c  v a r i a b l e s ;  f i v e  i t e m s  wer e  r e j e c t e d  and t w e n t y -  

e i g h t  w e r e  a c c e p t e d .  The f i v e  s i g n i f i c a n t  d e m o g r a p h i c  

f a c t o r s  we r e :  (1)  Age Upon L e a v i n g  S e m i n o l e  J u n i o r  C o l l e g e ;

(2)  M o t h e r ’ s E d u c a t i o n a l  L e v e l ;  ( 3 )  S t a t u s  o f  S t u d e n t  

E n r o l l m e n t ,  P a r t - t i m e / F u l l - t i m e ;  ( 4)  E m p l o y m e n t  S t a t u s ,  

Hour s  Worked p e r  Week;  (5) and O v e r a l l  Grade  P o i n t  Ave r age  

o f  t h e  S t u d e n t .

The  t w e n t y - e i g h t  i n s i g n i f i c a n t  d e m o g r a p h i c  f a c t o r s  

w e r e :  ( 1 )  S e x ;  ( 2 )  Ra c e ;  ( 3)  M a r i t a l  S t a t u s  Upon L e a v i n g

SJG;  ( 4 )  C h a n g e  o f  M a r i t a l  S t a t u s  W h i l e  a t  SJC;  ( 5 )  

V e t e r a n ;  ( 6 )  H i g h  S c h o o l  G r a d u a t e ;  ( 7 )  GED; ( 8)  S t u d e n t  

T e n u r e  a t  S J C ;  ( 9 )  T i m e  S i n c e  L e a v i n g  S J C ;  ( 1 0 )  

C i t i z e n s h i p ;  ( 1 1 )  Home t own  P o p u l a t i o n ;  ( 12)  F a t h e r ’ s 

E d u c a t i o n ;  ( 1 3 )  P a r e n t ’s I n c o m e ;  ( 1 4 )  P e r s o n a l  I n c o m e ;  

( 1 5 )  L i v i n g  A r r a n g e m e n t s ;  ( 16 )  F i n a n c i a l  Ai d ;  ( 1 7 )  T i m e s  

C h a n g e d  M a j o r  ; ( 1 8 )  M i l e s  C o m m u t e d ;  ( 1 9 )  N u m b e r  o f

C h i l d r e n  i n  Home;  ( 2 0 )  Hi g h  S c h o o l  A c a d e m i c  Rank ;  ( 2 1 )  

E x t r a c u r r i c u l a r  A c t i v i t i e s  i n  H i g h  S c h o o l ;  ( 22)  E x p e c t e d  

C o n t a c t s  w i t h  F a c u l t y ;  ( 2 3 )  D e g r e e  E x p e c t a t i o n s ;  ( 2 4 )
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F u r t h e r  N u r s i n g  E d u c a t i o n ;  (25)  SJC C o l l e g e  S e l e c t i o n  Rank;  

( 2 6 )  I n f l u e n c e  T o w a r d  N u r s i n g ;  ( 2 7 )  F a m i l y - W o r k  i n  H e a l t h  

F i e l d ;  and (28)  S t u d e n t - Wo r k  i n  H e a l t h  F i e l d .

R e g a r d i n g  t h e  n u l l  h y p o t h e s i s  t wo  o f  ^  s i g n i f i c a n t  

d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  p e r s i s t e r s  a n d  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  on t h e  

b a s i s  o f  i m p o r t a n c e  r a t i n g  o n :  A c a d e m i c ,

E m p l o y m e n t / F i n a n c i a l ,  P e r s o n a l ,  P r o g r a m,  F a m i l y ,  o r  Commuter  

P r o b l e m s :  t e n  i t e m s  wer e  r e j e c t e d  and f o r t y  a c c e p t e d .  The

t e n  s i g n i f i c a n t  f a c t o r s  w e r e :  (1)  C o u r s e  D i f f i c u l t y ;  (2)

Br e a k  f r om S t u d i e s ;  (3) I r r e l e v e n t  Cour s e  Work;  (4)  S t u d y

T i me - Co n s u mi n g ;  (5)  C o n f l i c t  w i t h  N u r s i n g  P e r s o n n e l ;  (6)

T i r e d  o f  S c h o o l ;  ( 7 )  C o n c e r n  o f  N u r s i n g  P e r s o n n e l ;  ( 8)  

Q u a l i t y  o f  N u r s i n g  C l a s s e s ;  (9) Nu r s i n g  Pr og r a m Demandi ng;  

and (10)  Lack  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n .

The f o r t y  i n s i g n i f i c a n t  f a c t o r s  r e l a t e d  t o  i m p o r t a n c e  

r a t i n g  o n :  A c a d e m i c ,  E m p l o y m e n t / F i n a n c i a l ,  P e r s o n a l ,

P r o g r a m ,  F a m i l y ,  o r  C o mmu t e r  p r o b l e m  v a r i a b l e s  w e r e :  ( 1 )

A c a d e m i c  P e r f o r m a n c e  ; ( 2 )  C o u r s e s  E a s y ;  ( 3 )  S t u d y

T e c h n i q u e s ;  (4)  Cut  C l a s s ;  (5)  Una b l e  t o  C o n c e n t r a t e ;  (6) 

No n c l a s s r o o m I n t e r a c t i o n  w i t h  F a c u l t y ;  (7)  Backgr ound  f o r  

C o u r s e s ;  ( 8 )  C o m p e t i t i o n  W i t h  S t u d e n t s ;  ( 9 )  C o u r s e  

S c h e d u l i n g ;  (10)  J ob  C o n f l i c t  w i t h  S t u d i e s ;  (11)  M i l i t a r y  

S e r v i c e ;  ( 1 2 )  I n s u f f i c i e n t  F i n a n c e s ;  ( 1 3 )  I n s u f f i c i e n t  

F i n a n c i a l  A i d ;  ( 1 4 )  C h i l d  C a r e  C o s t ;  ( 1 5 )  Home  

R e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ;  (16)  E m o t i o n a l  P r o b l e m s ;  (17)  I l l n e s s ;  

( 1 8 )  C o n f l i c t  w i t h  C o l l e g e  A u t h o r i t i e s ;  ( 1 9 )  U n f o r s e e n
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C a t a s t r o p h e ;  ( 2 0 )  C o n c e r n  o f  C o l l e g e  P e r s o n n e l ;  ( 2 1 )  

C o n f l i c t  w i t h  P e e r s ;  ( 2 2 )  S o c i a l  R e l a t i o n s ;  ( 2 3 )  Q u a l i t y  

o f  C l a s s e s  o t h e r  t h a n  N u r s i n g ;  ( 2 4 )  C o n f l i c t  w i t h  

I n s t r u c t o r ;  (25)  N u r s i n g  P r o g r a m I m p e r s o n a l ;  (26)  C r e d i t s  

w o u l d  n o t  T r a n s f e r ;  ( 2 7 )  L a c k  o f  I n t e r e s t ;  ( 2 8 )  P e r s o n a l  

Go a l s  D i f f e r e n t ;  (29)  U n s u i t a b l e  P e r s o n a l i t y ;  (30)  D i s l i k e  

f o r  N u r s i n g  P r o g r a m ;  ( 3 1 )  D i s l i k e  f o r  N u r s i n g ;  ( 3 2 )  

B a b y s i t t i n g  P r o b l e m s ;  ( 3 3 )  M a r i t a l  S t a t u s  C h a n g e d ;  ( 3 4 )  

Bec a me  P r e g n a n t  o r  B o r e  C h i l d ;  ( 3 5 )  T i m e  f o r  C h i l d r e n ;  

( 3 5 )  S u p p o r t  f r o m  S p o u s e ;  ( 3 7 )  S u p p o r t  f r o m  C h i l d r e n ;  

(38)  S u p p o r t  f r o m P a r e n t s ;  (39)  Commut i ng  Expens e ;  and (40)  

Road o r  We a t h e r  C o n d i t i o n s .

R e g a r d i n g  t h e  n u l l  h y p o t h e s i s  t h r e e  o f  no s i g n i f i c a n t  

d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  p e r s i s t e r s  a n d  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  on t h e  

b a s i s  o f  i m p o r t a n c e  r a t i n g  o n :  P e e r  Gr o u p  I n t e r a c t i o n s ;

I n t e r a c t i o n s  w i t h  F a c u l t y ;  F a c u l t y  C o n c e r n  f o r  S t u d e n t  

D e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  T e a c h i n g ;  A c a d e m i c  a n d  I n t e l l e c t u a l  

D e v e l o p me n t ;  o r  I n s t i t u t i o n a l  Goa l  Co mmi t me n t s ,  e l e v e n  i t e m s  

w e r e  r e j e c t e d  a n d  n i n e t e e n  w e r e  a c c e p t e d .  The  e l e v e n  

s i g n i f i c a n t  f a c t o r s  we r e :  (1)  C lo se  P e e r  R e l a t i o n s h i p s ;  (2)

Making F r i e n d s  D i f f i c u l t ;  (3)  P e e r  W i l l i n g n e s s  t o  L i s t e n ;  

(4)  F a c u l t y  I n f l u e n c e  on S t u d e n t  G o a l s  and A s p i r a t i o n s ;  (5)  

C l o s e  P e r s o n a l  R e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  F a c u l t y ;  ( 6 )  S t u d e n t ' s  

S a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  I n t e l l e c t u a l  De v e l o p me n t ;  (7)  S a t i s f a c t i o n  

w i t h  A c a d e m i c  E x p e r i e n c e ;  ( 8 )  L i k e l y  t o  A t t e n d  a C u l t u r a l
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E v e n t ;  ( 9 )  To G r a d u a t e  I m p o r t a n t ;  ( 1 0 )  R i g h t  D e c i s i o n  t o  

A t t e n d  SJC;  and (11)  R e g i s t e r  a t  SJC f o r  E n s u i n g  S e m e s t e r .

The  t w e n t y - n i n e  i n s i g n i f i c a n t  f a c t o r s  r e l a t e d  t o  

i m p o r t a n c e  r a t i n g  on:  P e e r  Group I n t e r a c t i o n s ;  I n t e r a c t i o n s

w i t h  F a c u l t y ;  F a c u l t y  Conce r n  f o r  S t u d e n t  De v e l o p me n t  and 

T e a c h i n g ;  A c a d e m i c  a n d  I n t e l l e c t u a l  D e v e l o p m e n t ;  o r  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  G o a l  C o m m i t m e n t  v a r i a b l e s  w e r e :  ( 1 )

S a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  P e e r  F r i e n d s h i p s ,  ( 2 )  I n t e r p e r s o n a l  

R e l a t i o n s :  O t h e r  S t u d e n t s ,  ( 3 )  I n f l u e n c e  on I n t e l l e c t u a l

Gr owt h ,  (4)  P e e r  V a l u e s  D i f f e r e n t ,  (5)  N o n c l a s s r o o m  F a c u l t y  

I n f l u e n c e  on P e r s o n a l i t y ,  (6)  N o n c l a s s r o o m F a c u l t y  I n f l u e n c e  

on I n t e l l e c t u a l  G r o w t h ,  ( 7 )  S a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  I n t e r a c t i o n  

w i t h  F a c u l t y ,  ( 8 )  F a c u l t y  n o t  I n t e r e s t e d  i n  S t u d e n t s ,  ( 9)  

Few O u t s t a n d i n g  F a c u l t y ,  (10)  F a c u l t y  W i l l i n g n e s s  t o  Spend 

T i me  O u t s i d e  C l a s s ;  ( 1 1 )  F a c u l t y  I n t e r e s t s  o t h e r  t h a n  

A c a d e m i c ,  ( 1 2 )  F a c u l t y  I n t e r e s t  i n  T e a c h i n g ,  ( 1 3 )  A c a d e m i c  

I n f l u e n c e  o n  I n t e l l e c t u a l  G r o w t h ,  ( 1 4 )  C o u r s e s  

I n t e l l e c t u a l l y  S t i m u l a t i n g ,  ( 1 5 )  I n t e r e s t  i n  I d e a s  a nd  

I n t e l l e c t u a l  M a t t e r s ;  ( 1 6 )  A c a d e m i c  P e r f o r m a n c e  

S a t i s f a c t i o n s ;  (17)  Not  I m p o r t a n t  t o  G r a d u a t e  f r om SJC,  (18)  

Ma j o r  Und e c i d e d  and (19)  Good G r a d e s  I m p o r t a n t .

R e g a r d i n g  t h e  Nu l l  H y p o t h e s i s  f o u r  o f  n£  s i g n i f i c a n t  

d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  p e r s i s t e r s  a n d  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  on t h e  

b a s i s  o f  ACT S c o r e s ,  Ne l s o n - De n n y  Re a d i n g  T e s t  L e v e l s ,  Gr ade  

O b t a i n e d  i n  C o l l e g e  S c i e n c e  C l a s s e s ,  a nd  O v e r a l l  C o l l e g e  

Gr ade  P o i n t  A v e r a g e s ;  t wo  i t e m s  we r e  r e j e c t e d  and t h r e e  we r e
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a c c e p t e d .  The t wo  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  f a c t o r s  wer e :  (1)

G r a d e s  O b t a i n e d  i n  C o l l e g e  S c i e n c e  C l a s s e s  i n c l u d i n g ;  

Ana t omy and P h y s i o l o g y ,  M i c r o b i o l o g y ,  P h y s i c a l  S c i e n c e  I  and 

P h y s i c a l  S c i e n c e  I I  a n d  ( 2 )  O v e r a l l  C o l l e g e  G r a d e  P o i n t  

A v e r a g e s .

T h e  t h r e e  i n s i g n i f i c a n t  f a c t o r s  r e l a t e d  t o  ACT 

S c o r e s ,  Ne l s o n - De n n y  Rea d i ng  T e s t  L e v e l s ,  Gr a d e s  O b t a i n e d  i n  

C o l l e g e  S c i e n c e  C l a s s e s ,  and  O v e r a l l  C o l l e g e  G r a d e  P o i n t  

A v e r a g e s  w e r e :  ( 1 )  G r a d e  R e c e i v e d  i n  G e n e r a l  B i o l o g y ,  (2)

N e l s o n - D e n n y  R e a d i n g  L e v e l ,  a n d  ( 3 )  A c t  S c o r e s  i n c l u d i n g :  

E n g l i s h  S u b t e s t ,  Ma t h  S u b t e s t ,  S o c i a l  S c i e n c e  S u b t e s t ,  

N a t u r a l  S c i e n c e  S u b t e s t ,  and Co mp o s i t e  S c o re .

C o n c l u s i o n

F i g u r e  2 d e p i c t s  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  d i f f e r e n t  f i n d i n g s  

i n t e g r a t e d  a p p r o p r i a t e l y  i n t o  t h e  c o n s t r u c t s  o f  t h e  T i n t o  

Mo d e l  o f  S t u d e n t  A t t r i t i o n .  The  s i g n i f i c a n t  f i n d i n g s  a r e  

d i s p l a y e d  w i t h i n  t h e  T i n t o  Mo d e l  t o  b r i n g  t h e o r e t i c a l  

c o n t i n u i t y  and o r d e r  t o  a p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n s  i n  

t h e  s t u d y .  T o o ,  t h e  f o r m a t  p r o v i d e s  t h e  r e a d e r  w i t h  a 

c l e a r e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e o r y  a n d  i t s  

a p p l i c a t i o n  t o w a r d  s o l v i n g  p r a c t i c a l  p r o b l e m s  f a c i n g  

i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n ,  i . e . ,  s t u d e n t  a t t r i t i o n .  

A c c o r d i n g l y ,  t h e  f i n d i n g s  i n  t h e  s t u d y  a s  p r e s e n t e d  e a r l i e r ,  

i n  s u r v e y  f o r m a t  d i s c u s s i o n ,  a r e  d i s c u s s e d  i n  c o n c l u s i o n  a s  

p e r  t h e  T i n t o  Model  o f  S t u d e n t  A t t r i t i o n .
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B a s e d  u p o n  t h e  f i n d i n g s  i n  t h e  s t u d y  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

c o n c l u s i o n s  a p p e a r e d  w a r r a n t e d :

F a m i l y  Ba c kgr ound

1.  A m o t h e r ' s  l e v e l  o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  a t t a i n m e n t  

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  a f f e c t s  t h e  p e r s i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  

p r o g e n y  e n r o l l e d  i n  t h e  n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m.  The 

g r e a t e r  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  l e v e l  a c q u i r e d  by  

t h e  m o t h e r ,  t h e  m o r e  l i k e l y  t h e  s t u d e n t  i s  

t o  p e r s i s t  i n  t h e  p r o g r a m .  T h u s ,  t h e  

e d u c a t i o n  l e v e l ,  r e f l e c t i v e  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  

b a c k g r o u n d  c o n s t r u c t  a d d r e s s e d  by  T i n t o ,  

w o u l d  a p p e a r  t o  p r e d i c t  d e g r e e  o f  s u c c e s s  

f o r  t h e  n u r s i n g  s t u d e n t .

I n d i v i d u a l  A t t r i b u t e s

2 .  S t u d e n t s  who e x c e e d  t h e  a g e  o f  41 y e a r s  o r  

o l d e r  w e r e  l e s s  l i k e l y  t o  p e r s i s t  i n  t h e  

n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m t h a n  s t u d e n t s  who f e l l  i n t o  

y o u n g e r  a g e  r a n g e s .  T h e  c o n c l u s i o n  

c o i n c i d e s  w i t h  r e s e a r c h  b y  H u t c h e s o n ^  e t  

a l . ,  who o b s e r v e d  t h a t  o l d e r  s t u d e n t s  w e r e

T j o h n  D. H u t c h e s o n ,  J r . ,  L a r e t t a  M. G a r l a n d ,  a n d  
L i n d a  S. Lo we ,  " A n t e c e d e n t s  o f  N u r s i n g  S c h o o l  A t t r i t i o n :  
A t t i t u d i n a l  D i m e n s i o n s , "  N u r s i n g  R e s e a r c h  28 ( J a n u a r y -  
F e b r u a r y  1 9 7 9 X 5 8 - 6 2 .
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m o r e  l i k e l y  t o  be  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  b e c a u s e  o f  

d i f f i c u l t i e s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  

p a r e n t a l / f i n a n c i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  and 

p r e s s u r e s .

3.  P a r t - t i m e  e n r o l l e d  s t u d e n t s  we r e  l e s s  l i k e l y  

t o  p e r s i s t  i n  t h e  n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m  a s  

c o mp a r e d  t o  f u l l - t i m e  s t u d e n t s .  Mo r e o v e r ,  

s t u d e n t s  who we r e  e mp l o y e d  36 h o u r s  o r  more  

p e r  w eek we r e  mor e  l i k e l y  t o  become  d r o p o u t  

s t a t i s t i c s  t h a n  s t u d e n t s  who w o r k e d  l e s s  

h o u r s  p e r  w e e k .  S t u d e n t s  a t t e m p t i n g  

i n o r d i n a t e  work h o u r s  may w e l l  f o r f e i t  t h e i r  

o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s u c c e e d  i n  t h e  n u r s i n g  

p r o g r a m .

4 .  S t u d e n t s  who p e r s i s t e d  i n  t h e  n u r s i n g  

p r o g r a m  w e r e  m o r e  l i k e l y  t o  r e q u i r e  

a s s i s t a n c e  w i t h  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  t h a n  

n o n p e r s i s t e r s .  A c c o r d i n g l y ,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

a s s i s t a n c e  m i g h t  w e l l  d e n o t e  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  

b e t w e e n  a p o t e n t i a l  p e r s i s t e r  a s  c o mp a r e d  t o  

a n o n p e r s i s t e r .

Gr ade  P e r f o r m a n c e

5 .  S t u d e n t s  who p e r s i s t e d  i n  t h e  n u r s i n g  

p r o g r a m  w e r e  m o r e  l i k e l y  t o  e a r n  

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  h i g h e r  g r a d e s  t h a n
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n o n p e r s i s t e r .  To o ,  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  

G e n e r a l  B i o l o g y  g r a d e s  e a r n e d ,  p e r s i s t e r s  

w e r e  m o r e  l i k e l y  t o  p o s s e s s  h i g h e r  g r a d e s  

t h a n  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  i n  t h e  r e q u i r e d  s c i e n c e  

c o u r s e  wo r k  o f  t h e  n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m .  T h i s  

c o n c l u s i o n  c o r r e s p o n d s  w i t h  s i m i l a r  r e s u l t s  

i n  a s t u d y  by Kn o p k e ^  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  

W i s c o n s i n - M a d i s o n .  P e r s i s t e r s  o u t p e r f o r m  

n o n p e r s i s t e r s  i n  t e r m s  o f  G r a d e  P o i n t  

Av e r a g e  (GPA) .

P e e r  Gr oup  I n t e r a c t i o n s

6 .  P e r s i s t i n g  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m

w e r e  m o r e  l i k e l y  t o  e s t a b l i s h  c l o s e  p e e r

r e l a t i o n s ,  h a v e  l e s s  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  m a k i n g

f r i e n d s ,  f e e l  p e e r s  we r e  w i l l i n g  t o  l i s t e n ,

a n d  a t t e n d  a c u l t u r e  e v e n t ,  t h a n  w e r e

n o n p e r s i s t e r s .  Thus ,  p o s i t i v e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s

w i t h  p e e r s  a p p e a r e d  t o  e n c o u r a g e  s t u d e n t

r e t e n t i o n  i n  n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m .  T h i s

c o n c l u s i o n  i s  s u p p o r t e d  i n  t h e  s t u d y  by
 -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

^ H a r r y  J .  Knopke,  " P r e d i c t i n g  S t u d e n t  A t t r i t i o n  i n  a 
B a c c a l a u r e a t e  C u r r i c u l u m , "  N u r s i n g  R e s e a r c h  28 ( J u l y - A u g u s t  
1 9 7 9 ) : 2 2 5 .
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S e w e l l ,  H a l l e r ,  a n d  O h l e n d o r f ^  w h i c h  

d i s c o v e r e d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  r o l e  o f  

" s i g n i f i c a n t ” o t h e r s  i n  s t u d e n t  r e t e n t i o n .

I n t e l l e c t u a l  De v e l opme n t

7 .  I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  p e r s i s t i n g  s t u d e n t s  we r e  mor e  

l i k e l y  t o  a g r e e  t h a t  c o u r s e w o r k  w a s  

d i f f i c u l t ,  t h a t  t h e y  n e e d e d  a b r e a k  f r o m  

t h e i r  s t u d i e s ,  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  t a k i n g  s o me  

i r r e l e v a n t  c o u r s e w o r k ,  t h a t  s t u d y  was t i m e -  

c o n s u m i n g ,  a n d ,  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  t i r e d  o f  

s c h o o l ,  t h a n  we r e  t h e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s .

8.  N o n p e r s i s t i n g  s t u d e n t s  we r e  mor e  l i k e l y  t o  

p e r c e i v e  t h a t  n u r s i n g  c l a s s e s  w e r e  o f  p o o r  

q u a l i t y  t h a n  we r e  p e r s i s t e r s .  N o n p e r s i s t e r s  

w e r e  m o r e  c r i t i c a l  o f  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  

i n s t r u c t i o n  t h a n  wer e  p e r s i s t e r s .  I t  m i g h t  

be  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  t h e  e x p e c t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  

f a c u l t y  w e r e  u n f a i r  o r  u n r e a l i s t i c ,  o r ,  

c o n v e r s e l y ,  t h a t  t h e  d i s s a t i s f i e d  

n o n p e r s i s t e r s  w e r e  n o t  a b l e  t o  j u d g e , and  

a d j u s t  t o  " a d e q u a t e "  a n d  n o r m a l  c l a s s  

r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  t h e  n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m.

^ W i l l i a m  H. S e w e l l ,  A r c h i b a l d  0.  H a l l e r ,  a n d  G e o r g e  
W. O h l e n d o r f ,  "The E d u c a t i o n a l  and E a r l y  O c c u p a t i o n a l  S t a t u s  
A t t a i n m e n t  P r o c e s s :  R e p l i c a t i o n  a n d  R e v i s i o n , "  A m e r i c a n
S o c i o l o g i c a l  Revi ew 35 (December  1 9 7 0 ) : 1 0 1 5 .
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9 .  P e r s i s t i n g  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  m o r e  l i k e l y  t o  

p e r c e i v e  t h e  n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m  a s  

i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  d e m a n d i n g  t h a n  t h e  

n o n p e r s i s t e r s .  I t  w o u l d  a p p e a r  t h a t  

p e r s i s t e r s  w e r e  m o r e  c o g n i z a n t  o f  t h e  

i n t e l l e c t u a l  d e m a n d s  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m  t h a n  

we r e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s .

10.  P e r s i s t i n g  p r o g r a m s t u d e n t s  we r e  more  l i k e l y  

t o  p e r c e i v e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  a n d  a c a d e m i c  

s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m t h a n  

w e r e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s .  O v e r a l l ,  p e r s i s t e r s  

t e n d e d  t o  be  m o r e  c o m f o r t a b l e  w i t h  t h e  

i n t e l l e c t u a l  d e m a n d s  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m  t h a n  

we r e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s .

11.  P e r s i s t e r s  we r e  more  l i k e l y  t o  p e r c e i v e  t h a t  

g r a d u a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  p r o g r a m  wa s  i m p o r t a n t  

a n d  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  made  t h e  r i g h t  d e c i s i o n  t o  

a t t e n d  t h e  c o l l e g e ,  t h a n  we r e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s .  

P e r s i s t e r s  t e n d e d  t o  be  m o r e  g o a l - o r i e n t e d  

a n d  s e l f - a s s u r e d  t h a t  t h e y  w o u l d  g r a d u a t e ,  

a n d ,  w e r e  m o r e  c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  

s e l e c t e d  t h e  r i g h t  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  t h a n  w e r e  

t h e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s .  A l s o ,  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  who 

h a d  n o t  g r a d u a t e d ,  l o g i c a l l y  e x c e e d e d  

p e r s i s t e r s  i n  i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  l i k e l i h o o d  t h a t
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t h e y  w o u l d  a t t e n d  t h e  c o l l e g e  t h e  e n s u i n g  

y e a r .

F a c u l t y  I n t e g r a t i o n

12.  N o n p e r s i s t e r s  we r e  mor e  l i k e l y  t o  p e r c e i v e  

c o n f l i c t  w i t h  n u r s i n g  p e r s o n n e l , p e r c e i v e  

t h a t  n u r s i n g  p e r s o n n e l  w e r e  n o t  c o n c e r n e d  

w i t h  t h e i r  w e l f a r e ,  t h a t  f a c u l t y  h a d  l e s s  

i n f l u e n c e  on t h e i r  g o a l s  a n d  a s p i r a t i o n s ,  

a n d ,  f e l t  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  n o t  d e v e l o p e d  a 

p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  f a c u l t y ,  a s  

c o m p a r e d  w i t h  p e r s i s t e r s .  F i n d i n g s  o f  

D a v i d h i z a r ^  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  

r e g a r d i n g  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  

e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a p o s i t i v e  " h e l p i n g  

r e l a t i o n s h i p "  b e t w e e n  f a c u l t y  and s t u d e n t s .  

E v i d e n t l y ,  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  i n  t h e  n u r s i n g  

p r o g r a m  a t  t h e  c o l l e g e  d i d  n o t  e x p e r i e n c e  

t h e  b a s i c  e l e m e n t s  o f  a " p o s i t i v e "  w o r k i n g  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h ,  a n d  m u t u a l  a d m i r a t i o n  

f o r ,  t h e i r  f a c u l t y .

^ R u t h  D a v i d h i z a r ,  " H e l p i n g  S t u d e n t s  H e l p  
T h e m s e l v e s , "  N u r s i n g  and H e a l t h  Ca r e  3 (March 1 9 8 2 ) : 1 3 8 .
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Recommenda t i ons

The c o n c l u s i o n s  i n  t h i s  s t u d y  woul d  a p p e a r  t o  w a r r a n t  

t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  by  t h e  

o f f i c i a l s  a t  S e m i n o l e  J u n i o r  C o l l e g e :

F a m i l y  Ba c k g r o u n d

1.  The  l e v e l  o f  e d u c a t i o n  o f  t h e  m o t h e r s  o f  

n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m  s t u d e n t s  s e r v e s  a s  a 

p r e d i c t o r  f o r  t h e  d e g r e e  o f  s t u d e n t  s u c c e s s  

i n  t h e  P r o g r a m  o f  S t u d y .  T h u s ,  i t  i s  

r e c o m m e n d e d  t h a t  t h e  c o l l e g e  d e t e r m i n e  

w h e t h e r  n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m a p p l i c a n t s  m e e t  o r  

e x c e e d  t h e  p r e d i c i t i v e  e d u c a t i o n a l  l e v e l  

i n d i c a t i v e  o f  s u c c e s s  o r  f a i l u r e  b y  

s t u d e n t s .  S t u d e n t s  w h o s e  m o t h e r s '  

e d u c a t i o n a l  l e v e l  s i g n a l s  p o t e n t i a l  a c a d e m i c  

p r o b l e m s ,  s h o u l d  be g i v e n  e a r l y ,  and c a r e f u l  

a t t e n t i o n  by a s s i g n e d  f a c u l t y  m e n t o r s ,  o r  by 

c o l l e g e  c o u n s e l i n g  c e n t e r  p e r s o n n e l .  The 

o b j e c t i v e  w o u l d  be  t o  n u r t u r e  t h e s e  f i r s t -  

g e n e r a t i o n  s t u d e n t s  a n d  s e e k  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  

t h e  i n t r o j e c t i o n  o f  n e w  v a l u e s  a n d  

a s p i r a t i o n s  t o w a r d  a s u c c e s s f u l  c o l l e g i a t e  

e x p e r i e n c e .
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I n d i v i d u a l  A t t r i b u t e s

2 .  S t u d e n t s  a g e s  41 y e a r s  o r  o l d e r  a r e  l e s s  

l i k e l y  t o  be  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  c o m p l e t i n g  t h e  

n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m  t h a n  y o u n g e r  s t u d e n t s .  

A c c o r d i n g l y ,  i t  i s  r e c o m m e n d e d  t h a t  t h e  

" age"  l e v e l  p r e d i c t o r  a l s o  become  a p r i m a r y  

v a r i a b l e  i n  t h e  e a r l y  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  

s t u d e n t s ,  w i t h  a p p r o p r i a t e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  

s e r v i c e s  m a r s h a l l e d  t o  " o v e r t u r n "  t h i s  

d e m o g r a p h i c  p r e d i c t o r .  R e s e a r c h  l i t e r a t u r e  

i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  o l d e r  s t u d e n t s  t e n d e d  t o  have  

mor e  f i n a n c i a l  p r e s s u r e s ,  and r e l a t e d  f a m i l y  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  The o l d e r ,  s t u d e n t  m i g h t  

b e n e f i t  f r o m  a p r o g r a m  o f  s t u d y  w h i c h  

u t i l i z e d  a t i m e - f r a m e  b e y o n d  t h e  

t r a d i t i o n a l l y  a n t i c i p a t e d  t w o - y e a r  

c o m p l e t i o n  t i m e  f o r  t h e  A s s o c i a t e  o f  S c i e n c e  

i n  N u r s i n g  D e g r e e  p r o g r a m .  The  p o t e n t i a l  

b e n e f i t s  o f  b r e a k i n g  t h e  " l o c k - s t e p "  

e x p e c t a t i o n s  o f  f a c u l t y  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  

i n  r u s h i n g  s t u d e n t s  q u i c k l y  t h r o u g h  t h e  t w o -  

y e a r  c y c l e  a p p e a r s  o b v i o u s ;  t h e  p r i m a r y  

b e n e f i t s  m i g h t  p o s s i b l y  be  r e d u c e d  s t u d e n t  

a t t r i t i o n .

3.  P a r t - t i m e  n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m e n r o l l e e s  a p p e a r  

t o  h a v e  m o r e  r e s t r i c t e d  s u c c e s s  i n  p r o g r a m
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c o m p l e t i o n  t h a n  do f u l l - t i m e  s t u d e n t s .  The 

c o l l e g e  s h o u l d  d i s c o u r a g e  s t u d e n t s  f r o m  

p a r t - t i m e  e n r o l l m e n t  i n  t h e  n u r s i n g  p r og r am 

u n t i l  t h e  f a c t o r s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  

g r e a t e r  f a i l u r e  o f  p a r t - t i m e  s t u d e n t s  c a n  

b e t t e r  be a s c e r t a i n e d .  A p o t e n t i a l l y  u s e f u l  

i n t e r v e n t i o n  s t r a t e g y  t o  d e t e r  f a i l u r e  by 

p a r t - t i m e  s t u d e n t s  woul d  r e q u i r e  t h e  c o l l e g e  

t o  a s s i s t  t h e  p a r t - t i m e  s t u d e n t s  i n  

e x a m i n i n g  t h e i r  p r i o r i t i e s , i . e . ,  f i n a n c i a l

s u p p o r t ,  w o r k  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  a n d  r e l a t e d  

c o n s t r a i n t s .  A c o r o l l a r y  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  t o  

t h a t  o f  t h e  p a r t - t i m e  s t u d e n t  f o c u s e s  upo n  

s t u d e n t s  w o r k i n g  36 o r  m o r e  h o u r s  p e r  week  

who w e r e  m o r e  l i k e l y  t o  f a i l  t h a n  s t u d e n t s  

w o r k i n g  l e s s  n u m b e r  o f  h o u r s  p e r  w e e k .  

T h e s e  w o u l d  a p p e a r  t o  be  f a c t o r s  c l o s e l y  

a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  d e m a n d s  on t h e  s t u d e n t ' s  

t i m e ,  wh i c h  c o u l d  o n l y  be a d d r e s s e d  t h r o u g h  

c a r e f u l  i n t a k e  c o u n s e l i n g  o f  s t u d e n t s ,  and ,  

t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  t i m e  a n d  

r e s o u r c e  s c h e d u l e s . . . d e s i g n e d  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  

p a r t - t i m e ,  o v e r  e mp l o y e d ,  u n r e a l i s t i c ,  a d u l t  

s t u d e n t .

4.  S t u d e n t  s c h e d u l e s  m i g h t  b e  b e t t e r  

c o o r d i n a t e d  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  r e d u c t i o n  o f
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p e r c e i v e d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  p r o b l e m s .  Th e  

p l a n n i n g ,  c o o r d i n a t i o n ,  a nd  d e l i v e r y  o f  

c l i n i c a l s ,  o f f - c a m p u s  v i s i t a t i o n s ,  a n d  o n -  

c a m p u s  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  w i t h  a p p r o p r i a t e l y  

p l a n n e d  c a r  p o o l i n g , m i g h t  w e l l  r e d u c e  

s t u d e n t  a n x i e t y ,  a n d  p r o v e  m o r e  c o s t  

e f f i c i e n t  f o r  b o t h  s t u d e n t s  a n d  n u r s i n g  

p r o g r a m p e r s o n n e l .

5 .  B e c a u s e  n o n p e r s i s t i n g  n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m  

s t u d e n t s  w e r e  m o r e  l i k e l y  t o  p e r f o r m  l e s s  

w e l l  t h a n  p e r s i s t e r s  i n  t h e  h a r d  s c i e n c e s ,  

i . e . .  Anat omy and P h y s i o l o g y ,  M i c r o b i o l o g y ,  

P h y s i c a l  S c i e n c e  I ,  and P h y s i c a l  S c i e n c e  I I ,  

i t  i s  r e commended  t h a t  s t u d e n t s  i d e n t i f i e d  

a s  b e i n g  l i k e l y  t o  e x p e r i e n c e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  

i n  t h e  h a r d  s c i e n c e s  b e  t r e a t e d  a s  

p o s s e s s i n g  s p e c i a l  n e e d s .  Thes e  n e e d s  m i g h t  

b e  a d d r e s s e d  by  o f f e r i n g  s e q u e n c e d ,  s e l f -  

p a c e d  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  t h e s e  c l a s s e s ,  w i t h  

s t r o n g  t u t o r i a l  s u p p o r t ,  e i t h e r  p r i o r  t o  

e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m ,  o r  d u r i n g  

t h e  e a r l y  s t a g e s  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m .  S t r e s s  

s h o u l d  b e  p l a c e d  o n  a c h i e v e m e n t  o f  

a p p r o p r i a t e  g r a d e  p e r f o r m a n c e  l e v e l s ,  a n d  

n o t  o n  t h e  t i m e  r e q u i r e d  t o  a c h i e v e  

a c c e p t a b l e  p e r f o r m a n c e .  The e m p h a s i s  s h o u l d
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b e  f o c u s e d  on a c h i e v e m e n t  o u t c o m e s  and 

o b j e c t i v e s  and n o t  on t i m e  r e q u i r e m e n t s :  i n

e s s e n c e ,  h o l d  a c h i e v e m e n t  c o n s t a n t ,  a n d ,  

a l l o w  t i m e  r e q u i r e d  f o r  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  s t u d y  

t o  v a r y  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  l e a r n e r ' s  n e e d s .

P e e r  Group I n t e r a c t i o n s

N o n p e r s i s t e r s  m u s t  be e n c o u r a g e d  t o  become 

i n v o l v e d  w i t h  t h e i r  p e e r s  a n d  f a c u l t y  

t h r o u g h  d i r e c t  b u t  s u b t l e  i n t e r v e n t i o n  by 

a l l  k e y  c o n s i t u e n t s  o f  t h e  c o l l e g e .  The 

c o l l e g e  i s  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  d e s i g n  s o c i a l  and  

a c a d e m i c  i n t e g r a t i o n  s t r a t e g i e s  w h i c h  

i d e n t i f y  p o t e n t i a l  d r o p o u t s  and i n v o l v e  t hem 

i n  t h e  t o t a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  f a b r i c  o f  t h e  

c o l l e g e .  S o c i a l i z a t i o n  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  

s u c c e s s  o f  a n y  i n d i v i d u a l  who s e l e c t s  a 

c a r e e r / e d u c a t i o n  o b j e c t i v e  i n v o l v i n g  p e o p l e ;  

n u r s i n g  i s  a p e o p l e - i n t e n s i v e  p r o f e s s i o n  

w h i c h  r e q u i r e s  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  s o c i a l  and  

i n d i v i d u a l / g r o u p  r e l a t i o n s h i p  s k i l l s  and  

k n o w l e d g e .  The s u c c e s s f u l  n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m 

r e c o g n i z e s  t h e s e  f a c t o r s  i n  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  

o f  n u r s i n g  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  a n d  a d d r e s s e s  

s t u d e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  a s y s t e m a t i c  f a s h i o n .



139

I n t e l l e c t u a l  De v e l o p me n t

7 .  N o n p e r s i s t i n g  n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m  s t u d e n t s  

a p p e a r e d  t o  e x h i b i t  r e t a r d e d  i n t e l l e c t u a l  

d e v e l o p e n t  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  t h e  T i n t o  

Mo d e l .  The  c o l l e g e  i s  s t r o n g l y  e n c o u r a g e d  

t o  a c k n o w l e d g e  and i d e n t i f y  a s t r a t e g y  whi ch  

a d d r e s s e s  t h e  a p p a r e n t  a t t i t u d e s ,  v a l u e s ,  

and b e l i e f s  o f  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  wh i c h  r e s u l t e d  

i n  t h e  u n r e a l i s t i c  p e r c e p t i o n s  o f :  t h e

l e v e l  o f  c o u r s e  d i f f i c u l t y ,  c o u r s e  

r e l e v a n c y ,  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  t i m e  r e q u i r e d  by 

t h e  p r o g r a m ,  a n d ,  t h e  o v e r a l l  r i g o r s  o f  t h e  

p r o g r a m .  An e f f o r t  i s  n e e d e d  by ke y  c o l l e g e  

p e r s o n n e l  w h i c h  a t t a c k s  t h e  b l u r r e d  

p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  a n d  a s s i s t s  

t hem i n  f o c u s i n g  on r e a l i t y .

7 . 1  A g a i n ,  n o n p e r s i s t i n g  N u r s i n g  P r o g r a m  

S t u d e n t s  we r e  h i g h l y  c r i t i c a l  o f  t h e  c l a s s e s  

i n  n u r s i n g ,  a n d  p e r s o n n e l  t e a c h i n g  t h e m .  

T h i s  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  m u s t  p o s s e s s  " t w o  

e d g e s " .  A c c o r d i n g l y ,  t h e  c o l l e g e  i s  

e n c o u r a g e d  t o  c a r e f u l l y  e x a mi n e  t h e  n e e d s  o f  

p o t e n t i a l  n o n p e r s i s t e r s ,  a s  c o mp a r e d  t o  t h e  

q u a l i t y  o f  c o u r s e  o f f e r i n g s  and p r o f e s s i o n a l  

s t a f f .  E q u a l l y  i m p o r t a n t ,  e d u c a t i o n  o r  

r e e d u c a t i o n  may be  ne ede d  t o  a s s i s t  n u r s i n g
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p r o g r a m  p e r s o n n e l  i n  t h e  i m p r o v e m e n t  o f  

i n s t r u c t i o n a l  d e l i v e r y  a n d  t e a c h i n g  

s t r a t e g i e s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t o  a s s i s t  

n o n p e r s i s t e r s  i n  a d j u s t i n g  t o  t h e  demands  o f  

t h e  p r o g r a m  i n  l e s s  c r i t i c a l ,  a n d  m o r e  

p r o d u c t i v e  ways .

7 . 2  N o n p e r s i s t e r s  d i d  n o t  p e r c e i v e  t h e  n u r s i n g  

p r o g r a m  o f  s t u d y  t o  be  a s  d e m a n d i n g  a s  d i d  

p e r s i s t e r s .  The  c o l l e g e  i s  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  

d e v e l o p  e n t r y - l e v e l  o r i e n t a t i o n  p r o g r a m s  f o r  

s t u d e n t s  wh i c h  s e t  f o r t h  i n  d e t a i l  t h e  t i m e  

a n d  r i g o r s  i n v o l v e d  i n  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h e  

p r o g r a m .  N o n p e r s i s t e r s  c o n s i s t e n t l y  

d e m o n s t r a t e d  a n  a p p a r e n t  l a c k  o f  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  de mands  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m 

i n  t h a t  t h e y :  we r e  l e s s  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t h e

p r o g r a m ,  we r e  l e s s  l i k e l y  t o  v i e w  g r a d u a t i o n  

f r o m  t h e  p r o g r a m  a s  i m p o r t a n t ,  w e r e  n o t  a s  

c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  t h e y  had s e l e c t e d  t h e  c o r r e c t  

p r o g r a m ,  a n d ,  w e r e  g e n e r a l l y  m o r e  

d i s s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t h e i r  t o t a l  e x p e r i e n c e  

t h a n  w e r e  p e r s i s t e r s .  T h i s  s e t  o f  

p e r c e p t i o n s  c a n  o n l y  b e  a d d r e s s e d  a n d  

m o d i f i e d  i f  t h e  c o l l e g e  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  

p e r v a s i v e n e s s  o f  t h e  a t t i t u d e s  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  

t h e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s .  I t  i s  e m p h a s i z e d  t h a t
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t h e  w r i t e r  d o e s  n o t  v i e w " n o n p e r s i s t e r s "  a s  

i n h e r e n t l y  b a d ,  o r  doome d  t o  f a i l u r e ;  n o r  

s h o u l d  t h e  c o l l e g e .  The c h a l l e n g e  r e s t s  

w i t h  t h e  c o l l e g e  a d d r e s s i n g  t h e  a t t r i t i o n  

p r o b l e m  i n  a p r o f e s s i o n a l  and  c o m p e t e n t  

m a n n e r .

F a c u l t y  I n t e g r a t i o n

8 .  T h e  c o l l e g e  i s  s t r o n g l y  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  

e x a mi n e  t h e  f i n d i n g s  and c o n c l u s i o n s  r e l a t e d  

t o  t h e  p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  t h e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  t h a t  

t h e  c o l l e g e  n u r s i n g  p e r s o n n e l  w e r e  n o t  

c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  s t u d e n t  w e l f a r e ;  t h a t  f a c u l t y  

h a d  m i n i m a l  i n f l u e n c e  on t h e  s t u d e n t s ;  a n d  

t h a t  t h e  s t u d e n t s  h a d  n o t  d e v e l o p e d  a m o r e  

p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m 

f a c u l t y .  C o n c o m i t a n t l y ,  i t  i s  r e commended  

t h a t  t h e  c o l l e g e  u n d e r t a k e  an i n d e p t h  a n d  

s e r i o u s  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  f a c t o r s  i n  

t h e  n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m :  a) q u a l i t y  o f  s t u d e n t

a nd  f a c u l t y  r e l a t i o n s h i p s - b o t h  i n s i d e  a n d  

o u t s i d e  t h e  c l a s s r o o m ;  b)  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  

c l a s s r o o m  i n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  s t u d e n t  

e v a l u a t i o n / p e r f o r m a n c e ;  c) t h e  t u r n o v e r  r a t e  

o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  i n  t h e  n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m;  and 

d) t h e  e x t e n t  and q u a l i t y  o f  f a c u l t y  e f f o r t s
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t o  i n i t i a t e  s t u d e n t s  i n t o  t h e  n u r s i n g  

p r o f e s s i o n .

U s e f u l n e s s  o f  t h e  T i n t o  Model

U s e f u l n e s s  o f  a p p l i e d  r e s e a r c h  r e s t s  f o u r - s q u a r e  w i t h  

t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  f r a m e w o r k  u p o n  w h i c h  t h e  f i n d i n g s  a r e  

g e n e r a t e d .  The  w r i t e r  a c k n o w l e d g e s  t h e  w e a k n e s s e s  i n  t h e  

r e s e a r c h  d e s i g n  s e l e c t e d  f o r  t h e  s t u d y .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  

d e c i s i o n  t o  c o n d u c t  s u r v e y  r e s e a r c h ,  w i t h  b a s i c  s t a t i s t i c a l  

a n a l y s i s ,  i . e . .  C h i - s q u a r e  a n d  t w o - t a i l e d ,  T - T e s t  i s  

d e f e n d e d  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  a n d  

t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  s t u d y  c a n n o t  be  g e n e r a l i z e d  b e y o n d  a 

s i n g l e  i n s t i t u t i o n .  More  i m p o r t a n t l y ,  r e a d e r s  o f  t h e  

r e s e a r c h  s h o u l d  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  f u n c t i o n a l  u t i l i t y  o f  t h e  

T i n t o  Model  o f  S t u d e n t  A t t r i t i o n  f o r  l o c a l ,  s i n g l e  p r o g r a m ,  

a t t r i t i o n  s t u d i e s .  When v i e we d  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  n a t i o n a l  

s t u d i e s  o f  s t u d e n t  a t t r i t i o n ,  u s i n g  t h e  T i n t o  M o d e l ,  t h e  

f i n d i n g s  i n  a s t u d y  s u c h  a s  t h e  o n e  c o n d u c t e d  b e c a m e  

u t i l i t a r i a n .  I t  s e e m s  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  m a j o r  c o n s t r u c t s  o f  

t h e  T i n t o  Mo d e l - Ac a d e mi c  and S o c i a l  I n t e g r a t i o n - a n d  t h e  many 

v a r i a b l e s  w h i c h  d e f i n e  t h e s e  c o n s t r u c t s ,  a r e  a t  w o r k  a nd  

o b s e r v a b l e  a s  i n d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e s ,  and a r e  e f f e c t i n g  t h e  

d r o p o u t  r a t e - t h e  d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e - a t  S e m i n o l e  J u n i o r  

C o l l e g e .  C o l l e g e  o f f i c i a l s  a r e  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  a n a l y z e  t h e  

f i n d i n g s ,  c o n c l u s i o n s ,  and r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  i n  t h i s  s t u d y  i n  

t h e  t o t a l  c o n t e x t  o f  t h e  T i n t o  Model .  O t h e r  r e s e a r c h e r s  a r e
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a l s o  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  s t r e n g t h s  i n  u t i l i z i n g  a 

t h e o r e t i c a l  f r a m e w o r k  t o  c o n d u c t  l o c a l  a t t r i t i o n  s t u d i e s .  

The  w r i t e r  f e e l s ,  a b s e n t  t h e  u s e  o f  m u l t i v a r i a t e  a n a l y s i s

i . e . ,  r e g r e s s i o n ,  t h a t  t h e  T i n t o  Model  p r o v i d e d  a u s e f u l  and 

p r a c t i c a l  g u i d e  t o  e x p l o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  s e v e r a l  u n c o n t r o l l e d  

p h e n o m e n a  i n d u c i n g  s t u d e n t s  t o  d r o p  o u t  o f  t h e  S e m i n o l e  

J u n i o r  C o l l e g e  N u r s i n g  P r og r a m.
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CONFIDENTIAL QUESTIONNAIRE FOR STUDENTS WHO HAVE EITHER 
GRADUATED FROM OR WERE ENROLLED IN THE NURSING 

PROGRAM AT SEMINOLE JUNIOR COLLEGE
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COfiFIDFî ÎAL QUESTIONNAIRE FOR STUuÊ n'S WHO HflÆ ERHER 
GR.1IÜAIED FROM OR WERE D:ROU_ED IN THE NURSING 

PROGRAM AT SEI-IINOLE JUNIOR COLLEGE

DIRECTIONS

Each item in  th is  section o f  the questionaire i s  followed by two 
or ncre response options. As you fin ish  reading each item, choose 
the response th a t is  the most accurate for you and w rite a check (y*) 
in t t e  space provided a t the le f t  o f the response.

1. Age a t the time I l e f t  SJC:

  (1) 18 yrs or under __(2) 19 -  2H yrs
_ ;;(3 )  25 -  29 yî's  (4) 30 -  35 yrs
 (5) 3,6 -  40 yrs   (6) 41 yrs or above

2. Sex; _ _ (1) Fci.-R.e ___(2) h!ale

3. Race or Ethnicity;

_  (1) American Indian  (2) Asian or Pacific Islander
 (3) Black /  Negro _ _(4) Hispanic
 (5) WHLte ( other than Hispanic )

4. When I l e f t  SJC, my m arital s ta tus was:

 (1) m arried  ___ (2) s i n g l e  (3) divorced  (4) o ther

5. My m arital s ta tu s  changed while I  was a st'.ricnt a t  SJC;

 (1) y e s  (2) no

6. V e te ra n :___ (1) y e s __ (2) no

7. High School G ra d u a te ;___(1) yes ___ (2) no

8. G FO :___(1) yes ___(2) no

9. Period of time I  was a student a t SJC;

  (1) Less than one semester
 "(2) At leeist c<te semester, but less than or.e year
 At le a s t one year, but le ss  than two years
 (4) At least two years, bijt less t'nar: thu'ee years
 (5) Thr'ee years or more

10. The length of tin.-e i t  has be*;n since I withdrew or graduated from SJC;

 (1) Less thaji one year ____(2) 1 -  2 years
 (3) 3 - 4  years (4) 5 years or more
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11. Citize.-'ship: ___(1) U. S._____ __(2) Okla
 (3) Non-Ckla __(4) Foreign

12. The population of my hane town is :

 (1). Under 2,500 _  _(2) 2,500 -  9,999
 (3) 10,000 -  49,999 _ _ (4 )  50,000 -  100,000
 (5) over 100,000

13. My father:

 (1) Did not complete hj.gh school
 (2) Graduated from high school
 (3) Did sons college work
 (4) Received a Bachelor's Degree
 (5) Received a degree beyond the Bachelor's

14. My mother:

 (1) Did not complete higli school
 (2) Graduated from high sfncol
 (3) Did some college work
 (4) Received a Bachelor's Ehgree
 (5) Received a degree beyend the Bachelor's

15. While attending SJC, I  would estimate my parents' income:

 (1) Was below $5,000 per year
 (2) Was between $5,000 and $10,000 per year
 (3) Was between $10,000 and $20,000 per year
 (4) Was between $20,000 and $30,000 per year
 (5) Was above $30,000 per year
 (6) Does not apply

16. As the head of hcusehold or spouse of the head of household, my 
family income while attending SJC:

 ( 1 ) Was below $5,CCO per year
 (2) Was between $5,000 and $10,000 per year
 (3) Was between $10,000 and $20,000 per year
 (4) Was between $20,000 and $30,000 per year
 (5) Was above $30,000 per year
 (6) Does not apply

17. While attending SJC, I was:

 (1) Living with my parents in the Seninole Area
 (2) Living outside the Seminole Area with my parents
 (3) Living in the Seminole Area away fran my parents
 (4) Living outside of the Seminole Area away fran parents
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18. D.iring the la s t  twj sc.r.est-i'-s or less  that I was enrolled a t SJC, I was;

 (1) A fu ll-tirre  student ___(2) A part-tirr.e student
 (3) Both full-tij-.e and part-time student

19. EXiring thé la s t  two semesters or le ss  that I was enrolled at SJC,
my employment status was;

 (1) Did not work  (2) Workr.d 1 -  10 huuza/weel;
 (3) Worked 1 1 -2 0  hcurs/wock __ (4) Worked 21 -  35 hours/w::k
 (5) Vforked 35 or more hours/week

20. I  received the fol icwlng types of firancia’’ aid while I  was enrolled 
a t SJC;

 (1) None _ (2) Scholarship
 (3) loan  (4) Vbrk Study
 (5) Other

21. Nly cuiïulaLj ve coll%& gr^da point averé^ge at the tirne I  l e f t  SJC was :

 (1) 3.50 -  4.00 _ (2) 3.00 -  3.49
 (3) 2.50 -  2.99 ■■ (4) 2 .CO -  2.49
 (5) 1.50 -  1.99 2 _ j6 )  1.49 or less

22. The nuwber of times I changed majors while enrolled a t SJC v.’as;

  (1) None  (2) Che time
 (3) Two times  (4) Three times
_  (5) Four or more times

23. V.Tiile attending SJC, the number of miles I  commuted one way wa::

(1) 0 - 1 0   (2) 11 -  20
 (3) 2 1 - 3 0  __ '(4 ) 31 -  40
 (5) 41 -  50 _\ 5)  51 or more

24. V.hile attending SJC, the number of children in my heme for which I was 
responsible was: ____

25. My rant academical f y in my high school class vas;

 (1) Upper one fcurth __(2) Up;-:.- one half
 (3) Lovfer one ha lf __(4) Lciwer- C\.:: fourth

26. The number- o f high schcol extracurricular a c tiv itie s  o f two or more hours 
per week in * ic h  I was invoi.ved was:

 (1) Che __(2) Tvd
 (3) Three _(4) Four or irore

(5) None
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27. The of Infor-=7, contf.cts per trcnth o f ten minutes or more outs’ ie
of c lsss  khich I expeote-d frcci m.y &TC instructors v,c.s:

 (1) f e e  _ (2) Cns to  thmee
 (3) Four to six __ (4) Seven to nine
 (5) te re  then nine

28. Ihe highest degree Vshich I  expect to earn is :

 (1) Associate  (2) Bachelors
 (3) Masters  (4) Doctorate

29. After leaving S .J.C ., I  cent indued my Nur~sir,g Education 
in a/an: (check highest)

 (1) Associate’s Degree Program (2) Bachelor's Degree Program
 G) Master's Degree Progam ___(4) Doctoral Degree Program
 (5) Wone o f the  above

30. SJC ranked amorg try c o l l i e  choices wken I was selecting a college as;

 (1) F irs t ch.oice  (2) Second Choice
_  (3) Third choice ■  (4) Fourth Choice

31. The following indIviduaT(s) influenced my selection o f nursing as 
my career choice:

 (1) Father  (2) Mother
 (3) Brother  (4) S ister
 (5) Other  (6) No other person

32. The follovdng member(s) o f my family work or have worked in 
health related  fie ld s :

 (1) Father  (2) Mother
 (3) Brother  (4) S ister
 (5) Other  (6) None

33. Before enrolling in the nursing program a t SJC, I worked in a/an;

_ (1) Hospital  (2) Clinic
(3) Nursing hone  (4) Other health care fa c ili ty
(5) No health care  fa c il i ty
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34. Listed below are several reasons why a person might not complete
a program of study or might drop out of college. These factors might 
also a ffec t a person while in college. To what extent are these 
factors your reasons for not completing the nursing program at SJC or 
to  what extent did these factors affec t you while you were in  the 
nursing program a t SJC?

Please respond by c irc ling  a number using the following scale.

4 = major reason or affect 
3 = moderate reason or affect 
2 = minor reason or affect 
1 = not a reason or no affect

ACADEMIC

[ 4 3 2 1 3 (1) D issatisfacticai with academic performance
[ 4 3 2 1 ] (2) Found courses too d if f ic u lt
[ 4 3 2 1 3 (3) Found courses too easy
[ 4 3 2 1 3 (4) Inadequate study techniques or habits
[ 4 3 2 1 3 (5) Needed a temporary break fV’om studies
[ 4 3 2 1 3 (6) Course work irrelevant
[ 4 3 2 1 3 (7) Did not attend class
[ 4 3 2 1 3 (8) Unable to  concentrate
[ 4 3 2 1 3 (9) Unsure o f my academic goals
[ 4 3 2 1 3 (10) Insufficien t background for courses
[ 4 3 2 1 3 (11) Could not compete with other students
[ 4 3 2 1 3 (12) Courses needed were not offered a t  a time I  could attend

EMPLOYMENT /  FINANCIAL

[ 4 3 2 1 3 (13) Conflict between job and studies
[ 4 3 2 1 3 (14) Vfent into m ilitary  service
C 4 3 2 1 3 (15) Not enough money to  continue college
[ 4 3 2 1 3 (16) Applied but could not get su ffic ien t financial aid
[ 4 3 2 1 3 (17) Child care too costly or not available

PERSONAL PROBLEMS

[ 4 3 2 1 3 (18) Found study time too time consuming
[ 4 3 2 1 3 (19) Home responsib ilities  were too great
[ 4 3 2 1 3 (20) Elmotional problems
[ 4 3 2 1 3 (21) I lln ess  (persm al or family)
C 4 3 2 1 3 (22) Conflict with college au thorities
[ 4 3 2 1 3 (23) Ccxiflict with nursing personnel
[ 4 3 2 1 3 (24) Got tire d  o f school
[ 4 3 2 1 3 (25) An unforseen catastrophe such as auto accident, e tc .
[ 4 3 2 1 3 (26) Lack of personal concern fhcm college personnel
[ 4 3 2 1 3 (27) Lack of personal concern fhom nursing personnel
[ 4 3 2 1 3 (28) Personal conflic t with peers
[ 4 3 2 1 3 (29) Poor social relationships
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PROGRAM RELATED PROBLEMS

[ 4 3 2 1 ] (30) D issatisfaction with quality o f teaching in
nursing classes

[ 4 3 2 1 ] (31) D issatisfaction with quality of teaching in classes
other than nursing

[ 4 3 2 1 ] (32) Personal conflic t with instructor
C 4 3 2 1 ] (33) Nursing program too impersonal
[ 4 3 2 1 ] (34) Nursing program too dananding of time and energy
C 4 3 2 1 ] (35) Nursing program course cred its would not transfer

to  other colleges
[ 4 3 2 1 ] (36) Lack of in te re s t in nursing program
[ 4 3 2 1 3 (37) Personal goals d ifferen t fYom tiiose of nursing program
[ 4 3 2 1 ] (38) Unsuitable personality for nursing
[ 4 3 2 1 ] (39) Dislike for the nursing program a t  SJC
[ 4 3 2 1 3 (40) Dislike for nursing

FAMILY PROBLEMS

[ 4 3 2 1 3 (41) No one to  babysit children vAiile I  attended classes
[ 4 3 2 1 3 (42) M arital s ta tus changed such th a t I  needed to  stay heme
C 4 3 2 1 3 (43) Became pregnant and/or gave b irth  to  child
[ 4 3 2 1 3 (44) Children required too much time
[ 4 3 2 1 3 (45) Lack of support fhom spouse
[ 4 3 2 1 3 (46) Lack of support from children
[ 4 3 2 1 3 (47) Lack of support fhom parents

COMMUTING PROBLEMS

[ 4 3 2 1 3 (48) Lack of transportation
[ 4 3 2 1 3 (49) Connuting too expensive
[ 4 3 2 1 3 (50) Poor road/weather conditions
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35. The following statements re la te  to  various factors which are involved 
in academic and social integration into college.

Please respond by c irc ling  a nunber using the following scale.

5 = Strongly agree 
4 = Agree 
3 = No opinion 
2 = Disagree 
1 = Strongly disagree

PEER-GROUP INTERACTIFS

[ 5 4 3 2 1 ] (1) Since coming to  SJC I  have developed close personal
relationships with other students 
The student friendships I  developed a t SJC have been 
personally satisfying
My interpersonal relationships with other students have 
had a positive influence on ray personal growth, 
a ttitu d es, and values
My interpersonal relationships with other students 
have had a positive influence on ray in te llec tual growth 
and in te rests
I t  has been d iff ic u lt for me to  meet and make fhiends 
with other students
Few of the students I  know would be w illing to  lis ten  
to  me and help me i f  I  had a personal problem 
Most students a t SJC have values and attitudes 
d ifferen t from ny own

INTERACTIONS WITH FACULTY

My nonclassroom interactions with faculty have had a 
positive influence c*i ray personal growth, values, 
and a ttitudes
My nonclassroom interactions with faculty have had a 
positive influence on my in te llec tu a l growth and 
in te re st in ideas
My nonclassroom interactions with faculty have had a 
positive influence on my career goals and aspirations 
Since coming to SJC I  have developed a close, personal . 
relationship with a t le as t œ e faculty member 
I  am sa tisfied  with the opportunities to  meet and inters 
informally with faculty members

[ 5 4 3 2 1  ] (2)

[ 5 4 3 2 1 ] (3)

[ 5 4 3 2 1 ] (4)

[ 5 4 3 2 1  ] (5)

[ 5 4 3 2 1  ] (6)

[ 5 4 3 2 1 ] (7)

[ 5 4 3 2 1 (8)

[ 5 4 3 2 1 (9)

[ 5 4 3 2 1 (10)

[ 5 4 3 2 1 (11)

[ 5 4 3 2 1 (12)
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FACULTY CONCERN FOR STUDENT DEVELOPMENT AND TEACHING

[ 5 4 3 2 1 ] (13) Few of the faculty members I  have had contact with are
generally interested in students 

[ 5 4 3 2 1  ] (14) Few o f the faculty members I  have had contact with are
generally outstanding or superior teachers 

[ 5 4 3 2 1  ] (15) Few of the faculty members I  have had contact with are
w illing to  spend time outside of c lass to  discuss issues 
of in te re s t and importance to  students 

[ 5 4 3 2 1 3  (16) Mcst o f the faculty I  have had contact with are interested
in helping students grow in more than ju s t academic areas 

[ 5 4 3 2 1  ] (17) Most faculty  manbers I  have had contact with are genuinely
interested  in teaching

ACADEMIC AND INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT

[ 5 4 3 2 1  ] (18) I  am sa tisfied  with the extent o f my in te llec tual
development since enrolling a t SJC 

[ 5 4 3 2 1  ] (19) My academic experience has had a positive influence on my
in te llec tu a l growtdi and in te rest in ideas 

[ 5 4 3 2 1  ] (20) I  an sa tisfied  with my academic experience a t  SJC
[ 5 4 3 2 1  ] (21) Few o f courses a t SJC have been in te llec tu a lly

stimulating

[ 5 4 3 2 1  ] (22) My in te re s t in ideas and in te llec tu a l matters has
increased since coming to  SJC 

[ 5 4 3 2 1 ] (23) I  am more lik e ly  to  attend a cu ltu ra l event
(for exsnple, a concert, lecture, or a r t  show) 
now than I  was before coming to  SJC 

[ 5 4 3 2 1  ] (24) I  have performed academically as well as I  anticipated
I  would

INSTITUTIONAL AND GOAL COMCTMENTS

I t  i s  inçortant for me to  graduate fhcm college 
I  an cœ fident tha t I  made the rig h t decision in choosing 
to  attend SJC
I t  i s  lik e ly  th a t I  w ill reg ister a t SJC next fa l l  
I t  i s  not inportant to  me to  graduate fhom SJC 
I  have no idea a t a l l  vhat I  want to  major in 
Getting good grades i s  not inportant to  me

[ 5 4 3 2 1 ] (25)
[ 5 4 3 2 1 ] (26)

[ 5 4 3 2 1 ] (27)
[ 5 4 3 2 1 ] (28)

' [ 5 4 3 2 1 ] (29)
[ 5 4 3 2 1 ] (30)
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JACK L. MEDLOCK 
P. 0 . BOX 351 

SEMINOLE, OK 74868

Dear  F r i e n d ,

I  ne ed  y o u r  h e l p  i n  c o m p l e t i n g  a s t u d y  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  
who h a v e  f i n i s h e d  o r  d r o p p e d  o u t  o f  t h e  n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m  a t  
S e m i n o l e  J u n i o r  C o l l e g e .  The  g e n e r a l  t o p i c  b e i n g  s t u d i e d  
i n v o l v e s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  s t u d e n t s .  You a r e  an i m p o r t a n t  
p a r t  o f  t h e  s a m p l e  o f  s t u d e n t s  who h a v e  h a d  e d u c a t i o n a l  
e x p e r i e n c e s  a t  S e m i n o l e  J u n i o r  C o l l e g e .

Be c a u s e  o f  y o u r  e x p e r i e n c e  a t  S e m i n o l e  J u n i o r  C o l l e g e ,  
you  w o u l d  be  a b l e  t o  p r o v i d e  me w i t h  v a l u a b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  
r e l a t e d  t o  my s t u d y  and i n f o r m a t i o n  w h i c h  c o u l d  h e l p  f u t u r e  
s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m a t  S e m i n o l e  J u n i o r  C o l l e g e .

P l e a s e  t a k e  a f e w m i n u t e s  t o  c o m p l e t e  t h e  e n c l o s e d  
q u e s t i o n n a i r e  a n d  r e t u r n  i t  t o  me i n  t h e  s e l f - a d d r e s s e d ,  
s t a m p e d  e n v e l o p e .  T h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  w i l l  be  c o m p i l e d  i n t o  
s t a t i s t i c a l  g r o u p  d a t a  and w i l l  be k e p t  c o n f i d e n t i a l .

Thank you v e r y  much f o r  y o u r  c o o p e r a t i o n .

G r a t e f u l l y  y o u r s .

Jack L. Medlock
Doctoral Candidate



1 6 1

APPENDIX I I I  

SAMPLE OF LETTER MAILED TO NONRESPONDENTS



152

JACK L. MEDLOCK 
P . 0 . BOX 351 

SEMINOLE, OK 74868

Dear  F r i e n d ,

Your  h e l p  i s  u r g e n t l y  ne ed e d !

R e c e n t l y  you we r e  m a i l e d  a c o n f i d e n t i a l  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  
r e g a r d i n g  y o u r  e x p e r i e n c e  a s  a s t u d e n t  i n  t h e  N u r s i n g  
P r o g r a m  a t  S e m i n o l e  J u n i o r  C o l l e g e .  Your  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  
t h i s  s t u d y  i s  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  b o t h  t o  t h e  Nu r s i n g  Pr ogr am and 
t o  t h e  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  my d o c t o r a l  d i s s e r t a t i o n .

I n  t h e  e v e n t  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  was  l o s t  o r  
m i s p l a c e d ,  I  am e n c l o s i n g  a n o t h e r  one .  W i l l  you p l e a s e  g i v e  
a f e w  m i n u t e s  o f  y o u r  v a l u a b l e  t i m e  t o  c o m p l e t e  t h e  
q u e s t i o n n a i r e  and r e t u r n  i t  p r o m p t l y  i n  t h e  p r o v i d e d  s e l f -  
a d d r e s s e d ,  s t a m p e d  e n v e l o p e ?

T h a n k  you  f o r  y o u r  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h i s  s t u d y .  Your  
h e l p  i s  g r e a t l y  a p p r e c i a t e d .

S i n c e r e l y ,

Jack L. Medlock
Doctoral Candidate


