


2 TROOPS ON INDIAN RESERVATIONS.

latest official reports. This list (marked A) embraces only posts which
are located on Indian reservatious. [ inclose, also, a Jist (marked B)
of military reservations declared by executive orders and located within
Indian reservations.

I have not the data at hand to show the amount of timber consumed
at all of the military posts situated on reservations, but respectfully
call attention to the fact that all, or nearly all, of those embraced in
list A are located in prairie countrms, where timber is not plentiful and
is found only in limited quantities and in the immediate vicinity of
water-courses ; inviting special attention to the posts on the Missouri
River,at Stan din g Rock, Cheyenne River, and near Crow Creek Agencies,
the military posts at those points being known as Fort Yates, I'ort Ben-
nett, and Fort Hale, respectively.

The consumption of wood at Fort Yates has been the subject of ex-
tended correspondence in the last three or four years between this and
the War Department, and as showing the necessity for some action to
remove the troops and stop the indiscriminate destructien of timber at
military posts on Indian reservations T inclose herewith copies of the
following correspondence:

1. Reports of this office dated July 8 and November 11, 1881, together
with the letter dated November 2, 1881, from James McLaughlin, United
States Indian agent, referred to in the report of November 11.

2. Letter dated February 17, 1882, from the Hon. Secretary of War,
and accompanying documents.

Attention is also invited to the annual report of this office for 1881,
on this subject, found on page 29 of said report. After the transfer of
the Sitting Bull Indians to Standing Rock Agency, in July of Iast
vear, it was deemed adyvisable that the troops be continued at Fort
Yates for a time, but the greater part of those Indians have been dis-
tributed to the other Sioux Indian reservations at Cheyenne River, Pine
Ridge, and Rosebud Agencies, and the necessity for troops at S‘mndlng
Rock Agencyno lonoer emsts, so far as the preservation of peace among
the Indians 1s concerned

Iinclose also a copy of a lefter dated March 31, last, from the Unlted
States Indian agent at Cheyenne River Aoency D&kota, near Tort
Bennett, in which he reports that the “military has made such extrav-
agant use of the wood that there is no wood to be found within a radius
of 20 miles of this agency,” and that he * can see no necessity for con-
tinuing the troops at this point.”

In regard to the influence of soldiers upon Indian women and the ne-
cessity of continuing the troops at Fort Bennett, General Howard, one
of the Indian inspectors, recently reported as follows :

Soldiers exert a bad influence upon the women ; their presence is corrupting to the
families, injurious to the young men and other Indians, who see them living in so
much idleness. It is bad for the Indians to be under a sort of military restraint.
They should become accustomed to civil ways and restraints. The agent should learn .
to govern thewn without recourse to the military. In no other way can they grow up
to habits of self-government.

These conditions, together with all the evils mentioned as accruing from the pres-
ence of the military trader, make it clear that the post had better be removed.

In regard to the military post at Fort Hale, which is on the west
bank of the Missouri River, on the Sioux reservation, and nearly mid-
way between Crow Creek Agency and Lower Brulé Agency, I inclose
extracts from a report, dated 27th ultimo, by the United States Indian
agent at Lower Brulé Agency, showing that during the past fiscal year
the amount of wood consumed by the military and disposed of by the
military post-trader “ will not be far below 1,200 cords,” and I am relia-
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
Washington, July 8, 1831.

Sir: Under date of May 11, 1880, this office forwarded to the department a copy of
a petition by four of the leading chiefs at Standing Rock Agency, complaining of the
extravagant use and waste of the wood and timber on the reservation by the troops
stationed at Fort Yates. Attention was called to the occasion for the call, in Decem-
ber, 1874, by agent Palmer, for the temporary presence of a company of troops to en-
able him to enroll the Indians, to which they were strongly opposed, when a detach-
ment of sixty men and three commissioned officers were furnished from Fort Lincoln,
that number being stated by the department commander to be ‘‘amply sufficient to
meet the wants of the situation,” to the unnecessary and unsought increase in the
number of troops stationed there from time to time, until a force has been accumulated
sufficient to keep in check the whole Sioux Nation, while the force at Fort Lincoln,
less than 60 miles above Standing Rock, conld be readily made available in any emer-
gency likely to arise; and to the report of Inspector Vandeveer, in the fall of 1875,
that * twelve or fifteen soldiers is all that need be stationed here.”

In that letter the following language was used:

¢‘In regard to the wood and timber cut by the military, the Indians have just cause
of complaint, The attention of the office has frequently been called to the subject,
and I refer to office report of March 10, 1877, which will afford important information
relative to the large amount of wood and timber on the reservation, cut and used
under the direction and authority of the military, the contracts awarded by military
officers to the post-trader and other persons for supplying steamers with wood, with-
out consulting the agent or this office, and the large amount of timber or logs cut to
erect barracks, buildings, &c. The honorable Secretary of War, on the recommenda-
tion of this office, was requested to cause the necessary order to Ve issued to restrain
the officers at this and other military posts from cutting any timber except such as
was absolutely necessary for the use of their respective posts.

“ But so far as Standing Rock is concerned, there has been but little change for the
better, and there are just and grave apprehiensions that if the present large military
force is continued at the agency, and the wood disappears as it has for the past five
years (at the rate of about 4,000 cords of wood per annum), the Indians in a short
time will be entirely destitute of fuel and timber for building purposes, and thus a
needless and heavy expense will be entailed upon the government for the necessary
supplies.”

This letter having been forwarded to the War Department, and having, as appears,
been referred to the General of the Army, that officer reported that it would give him
¢ great pleasure,” and would enable him ‘‘to use the troops elsewhere, to call off the
entire garrison at Standing Rock,” if he could have ‘‘some assurance that the agent”
would ““not again call for them at a time when they” could *‘not be had.”

In office letter of June 3, to the department, my immediate predecessor said: I
can without hesitation give the assurance that, in case they [the troops] are with-
drawn, they will not be called for again unless in some extraordinary emergency,” and
recommend that the honorable Secretary of War be requested to cause the necessary
orders to be issued for the withdrawal of the garrison at Standing Rock Agency, as in-
dicated by the General of the Army.

On the 23d of the same month this office again drew attention to the matter, and
renewed the recommendation for the removal of the troops, trapsmitting, at the same
time, a copy of a letter from Agent Stephan on the subject, showing that the necessity
for troops at this point had passed, and that action shonld be taken for their reimnoval.

. Again, on the 30th of August, 1880, this office, in response to the departmental refer-
ence of a letter dated June 30, 1880, from the honorable Secretary of War, inclosing a
communication from the president of the Northern Pacific Railroad, in which the ne-
cessity for the continuance of the garrison at Fort Yates was urged as a protection to
those engaged in the construction of that road and to settlers in its vicinity, forwarded
a copy of a report of the agent at Standing Rock Agency, showing that there was no-
good ground for apprehension of trouble to the road or settlers, and that even if there
were, Fort Lincoln and other posts along the line of the road would be amply able to
afford all necessary protection. This office fully concurred in the opinion expressed
by the agent that the rapid consumption of wood, timber, and hay, by the garrison at
Fort Yates, would soon so deplete the sources of supply as, at no distant day, to ne-
cessitate the removal of the troops or the Indians, or both.

I deem it proper again to invite the attention of the department to the matter, and
respectfully to recommend that the honorable Secretary of War be urged to cause the
necessary steps to be taken toreduce the garrison at that fort to not more than one com-
pany. The presence of that force temporarily may be advisable in view of the fact
that the recently surrendered followers of Sitting Bull are now there, and will prob-
ably remain a short time; but of the whole number recently sent there from Forts
Butord and Keogh, only about 500 belong to Standing Rock Agency, the remainder
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sity then existing and the discovery and development of the lignite beds along the
Northern Pacitic Railroad.
To be returned.
By command of General Sherman.
R. C. DRUM,
Adjutant-General.
[Second indorsement. ]

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSOURI,
Chicago, November 28, 1831.

Respectfully transmitted to the commanding general, Department of Dakota.
y command of Lieutenant-General Sheridan.
R. WILLIAMS,

Auxsistant Adjutant-General.
[ Third indorsement.]

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF DAKOTA,
"~ Fort Snelling, Minn., January 17, 1882.

Respectfully returned to headqnarters Military Division of the Missouri.

I have delayed making the report called for in the first indorsement hereon, in order
that I might obtain more accurate information than that which I possessed when I
received this paper. .

Iregret to say that I find the lignite from the ‘‘Bly” mine does not fulfill the ex-
pectations which at one time were entertained in respect to it. It proves to be of
inferior quality as fuel.- On- exposure to the atmosphere it erumbles iuto dust and
becomes nearly worthless. If Fort Yates should be snpplied with it for the year, the
result would probably Le sufteriug to the garrison and loss to the government.

Iam as strongly of the opinion that no more fuel for Fort Yates should be cut on
the treaty reservation as the honorable Commissioner of’ Indian Affairs can be. The
wood now there should by all means be left for the use of the Indians, and whatever
increase of expenses may result irom the purchase of other fuel should be accepted as
inevitable.

The only practicable way to snpply the post with fuel is, I think, to send anthracite
coal to it fromr Duluth. The Scranton coal, brought to Duluth by water, and carried
to Bismarck by rail, can be delivered at the last-named place for a price not exceeding
$11.75 per ton ; I think it can be delivered for $11 per ton. From Bismarck it can be
carried to Yates by the steamer Sherman at an insignificant actual outlay.

In the fiscal year ending June 30, 1880, the price of wood at Fort Yates was for
1,000 cords $2.34 per cord ; tor the remaining 2,768 cords required, $2.47 per cord. For
the year ending June 30, 1881, the price was $2.97 per cord. For the current year
(";he9 contracts for 1,000 cords is $3.724 per cord; for the remaining 2,276 cords required,
$3.94.

Thus it will be seen that the price has risen each successive year during the last
three years. This results from the iucreasing scarcity of wood near the post and the
consequent increase of the distance over which it must be hauled. Following the law
of increase already developed, we can hardly expect to obtain wood this year for less
than $4.50. I think it not at all improbable that we should have to pay $5 per cord.

The amount of wood required for the garrison, when the companies which compose
it are filled to the maximum, is 3,850 cords per annum. The cost of this amount, even
at $4.50 per cord, would be $16,325. The amount of Scranton coal required under the
same conditions would be, in round numbers, 2,000 tons, which at $11.75 per ton would
cost $23,500, a sum in excess of the cost of the wood required of $7,150.

I think the importance of the object to be obtained fully justifies this inecrease of
expense, and I recommend that anthority be given to advertise for a supply of the
Scranton coal to be delivered at Duluih.

In respect to the eutting of hay: If the agent is rightly informed as to the pro-
ceeding of the hay contractors (I think that he was not at the time at the agency),
those proceedings were indefensible. Had they been brought to iny knowledge at the
time, I should at once have put a stop to them. It does not, however, follow that no
hay for the use of the post should be cut on the reservation. Hay is an annual prod-
uct, and the cutting of it works no permanent injury. If the Indians need for their
own use in any one year all the land near the post they should have it, of course ; but
I think it will be found that within a reasonable distance of the post there are places
from which lhay can be cut without detriment to them. This should be made the
subject of examination. Unless the place or places where hay may be cut should be
first definitely determined, it would be difficult to let a contract, and, therefore,
probably the better way would be to authorize the post quartermaster to hire laborers
to cnt, cure, and stack the hay, government teams bei*ng used to haul it.

# # * * ™ N

-

ALFRED H. TERRY,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.










