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CHAPTER I  

INTRODUCTION

The l i t e r a t u r e  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  many f o r c e s  

i n  t h e  a f f l u e n t  s o c i e t y  t h a t  h a v e  c a u s e d  t h e  n a t i o n  t o  f o c u s  

a t t e n t i o n  u p o n  th e  d r o p o u t ,  o r  p o t e n t i a l  d r o p o u t .  I n  L i d d l e ' s  

( 1 9 6 2 , p p .  2 7 6 - 2 8 0 ) r e p o r t  i n  "The H igh  S c h o o l  J o u r n a l "  t h i s  

f o c u s i n g  o f  a t t e n t i o n  on  th e  d r o p o u t  i s  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  i n ­

c r e a s i n g  n e e d  f o r  h i g h l y  s k i l l e d  manpower and  d e c r e a s i n g  need  

f o r  u n s k i l l e d  l a b o r  :

" I n  o u r  co m p lex , i n d u s t r i a l i z e d  s o c i e t y ,  t h e r e  w i l l  
c o n t i n u e  t o  be an  i n c r e a s i n g  n e ed  f o r  h i g h l y  s k i l l e d  man­
power and  a d e c r e a s e  i n  t h e  n e e d  f o r  u n s k i l l e d  l a b o r .
T h is  h a s  l e d  t o  i n c r e a s e d  e d u c a t i o n a l ,  i n d u s t r i a l ,  and 
g o v e rn m e n ta l  c o n c e rn  a b o u t  t h e  d r o p o u t  p ro b le m ."

S c h r e i b e r  (1 9 6 3 -6 4 ,  p . 3 ) m akes a more i n c l u s i v e  s t a t e m e n t s

" I t  i s  t h e  com plex  o f  t h e s e  c r i s e s  — t h e  y o u th  popu­
l a t i o n  boom, unem ploy m en t,  t h e  l a b o r  m a rk e t  r e v o l u t i o n ,  
m i g r a t i o n  — t h a t  h a s  f o r c e d  t h e  d ro p o u t  p rob lem  i n t o  
e x i s t e n c e . "

S c h r e i b e r  (1 9 6 4 ,  p .  l )  e x t e n d s  t h i s  id e a  i n  " S tu d e n t  L i f e  

H i g h l i g h t s " :

"Y ears  a g o ,  when y o u r  p a r e n t s  w ere  h ig h  s c h o o l  s t u ­
d e n t s ,  a  young man o r  woman who q u i t  s c h o o l  c o u ld  d ro p  
i n t o  a j o b .  He had  a c h o i c e ,  a n  a l t e r n a t i v e  o f  g row ing  
up  i n  a d i f f e r e n t  s e t t i n g .  T oday , more t h a n  o n e - f o u r t h  
o f  d r o p o u t  y o u th  a r e  u n e m p lo y ed , and  t w o - t h i r d s  o f  th e  
unem ployed  a r e  s c h o o l  d r o p o u t s . "
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L ic h te r  ( 1962 , p . 24 5 ) ta k e s  a broader v iew  i n - h i s  s ta te m e n t;

" E d u c a t io n  f o r  a l l  c h i l d r e n  h a s  lo n g  b e e n  a prim e 
g o a l  o f  d u r  A m erican  d em o c rac y .  E d u c a t io n  i s  a  b a s i c  
r e q u i s i t e  f o r  r e s p o n s i b l e  c i t i z e n s h i p ,  f o r  m a in te n a n c e  
o f  o u r  way o f  l i f e ,  and  f o r  s u c c e s s f u l  e n t r y  i n t o  t o d a y ’s 
c o m p l ic a te d  w o rk in g  w o r ld .  I n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  e d u c a ­
t i o n  i s  f r e e l y  a v a i l a b l e  an d  in d e e d  i s  c o m p u lso ry .  Yet 
a n  a l a r m in g  num ber o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  c a p a b le  c h i l d r e n  
l e a v e  s c h o o l  b e f o r e  h ig h  s c h o o l  g r a d u a t i o n .  T hey  a r e  
w a s t i n g  t h e i r  m e n ta l  c a p a c i t i e s ,  d i s s i p a t i n g  t h e i r  o p ­
p o r t u n i t i e s ,  and  c i r c u m s c r i b i n g  t h e i r  c h a n c e s  f o r  a 
b e t t e r  l i f e . "

A c co rd in g  t o  R eism an ( 1 9 6 2 ) ,  t h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  f a c t o r s  a t  work 

i n  t h e  new wave o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  c o n c e rn  f o r  t h e  c u l t u r a l l y  

d e p r i v e d .  They a r e :

1. Economic an d  s c i e n t i f i c  c o m p e t i t i o n  w i t h  t h e  S o v ie t  

W orld  and  t h e  c o n s e q u e n t  d e s i r e  t o  s t o p  t h e  w a s te  o f  human 

r e s o u r c e s  i n  u n d i s c o v e r e d  s c i e n t i s t s ,  m a t h e m a t i c i a n s ,  s o c i a l  

s c i e n t i s t s ,  l i n g u i s t s ,  e t c .

2 .  The d e s i r e  t o  p ro v e  t o  t h e  n e u t r a l  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  

w o r ld  t h a t  we a r e  f u n d a m e n ta l ly  d e m o c r a t i c  and  a r e  n o t  i g n o r i n g  

t h e  d i s a d v a n t a g e d .

3 . The r i s e  i n  j u v e n i l e  d e l i n q u e n c y ,  i t s  c o s t ,  and 

t h e  d e s i r e  t o  c o n t r o l  i t .

The c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  d r o p o u t  a s  s t a t e d  i n  t h e  

"Oklahoma P u b l i c  S c h o o l  H o ld in g  Power P r o j e c t "  (1 9 6 4 ,  p .  3 ) ,  

a r e  :
It1 .  E i g h t y - f o u r  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  d r o p o u t s  a r e  r e t a r d e d  

a t  l e a s t  one y e a r .
2 .  F i f t y - t h r e e  p e r  c e n t  a r e  r e t a r d e d  two o r  more 

y e a r s .
3 . Many t e n d  t o  be weak i n  t h e  b a s i c  s k i l l s  o f  r e a d i n g  

and a r i t h m e t i c .



4o Many d r o p o u t s  h a v e  a lo n g  h i s t o r y  o f  f a i l u r e  
b o th  i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  and  s o c i a l l y  b e g in n in g  
a s  e a r l y  a s  t h e  f o u r t h  g r a d e .

5 . The d r o p o u t  r a t e  f o r  boys  i s  h i g h e r  t h a n  f o r  
g i r l s .

6 . Most s t u d e n t s  d ro p  o u t  a t  t h e  t e n t h  g ra d e  
le v e  1 .

7 .  Many hav e  no s a l e a b l e  s k i l l s .
8 . Many d r o p o u t s  a r e  s low  l e a r n e r s .
9 . A s i g n i f i c a n t  p e r c e n ta g e  o f  them  have  good 

m e c h a n ic a l  a p t i t u d e s .
10. The m a j o r i t y  o f  them  do n o t  e x h i b i t  la w -  

v i o l a t i o n  b e h a v i o r .
11. Many d r o p o u t s  d e m o n s t r a te  some d e g re e  o f  

h o s t i l i t y ,  d e f i a n c e ,  and  s u s p i c i o u s n e s s .
12. Many l a c k  a c t i v e  a f f i l i a t i o n  w i t h  a c o n s t r u c ­

t i v e  s c h o o l  o r  com m unity  o r g a n i z a t i o n .
13 . D ro p o u ts  f e e l  t h e y  l a c k  s u c c e s s  i n  n o rm a l  age  

r a n g e  a c t i v i t i e s .
14 . A p p ro x im a te ly  tw e n ty - s e v e n  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  d r o p ­

o u t  g ro u p  i s  u n e m p lo y e d ."

L i c h t e r  ( 1962 , p„ 247) d e s c r i b e s  t h e  d ro p o u t  b y

s a y in g  ;

"Our d r o p - o u t s  h ad  s e r i o u s  and  m u l t i p l e  s c h o o l  
p ro b lem s  t h a t  i n t e r f e r e d  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  w i t h  t h e  e d u ­
c a t i o n a l  p r o c e s s .  Most o f  them  w ere  e i t h e r  f a i l i n g  
i n  t h e i r  s c h o o l  c o u r s e s  o r  w p rk in g  f a r  be low  t h e i r  
m e n ta l  c a p a c i t y ,  a  m a j o r i t y  w ere  a l s o  t r u a n t i n g ,  
o r  c u t t i n g  c l a s s e s ,  an d  a b o u t  h a l f  w ere  p r e s e n t i n g  
b e h a v io r  p ro b lem s  i n  s c h o o l ."

E a r l i e r ,  L i c h t e r  ( 1962 , p .  2 ) ,  had  w r i t t e n  i n  t h e  

same v e i n :

"Numerous e d u c a t i o n a l  s t u d i e s  h a v e  made i t  e v i ­
d e n t  t h a t  s c h o o l  d r o p - o u t  i s  a com plex  p ro b lem  t o  
w h ich  t h e r e  i s  no s im p le  s o l u t i o n .  But fro m  t h e s e  
s t u d i e s  a h i g h l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n f e r e n c e  c a n  be d raw n : 
r a r e l y  do c h i l d r e n  who a r e  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  s c h o o l  l e a v e  
p r i o r  t o  g r a d u a t i o n .  The h i g h s c h o o l  d r o p o u t  i s  u s u a l l y  
a c h i l d  who h a s  f a i l e d  i n  h i s  g e n e r a l  s c h o o l  a d j u s t ­
ment . "

George Dawson ( 1962 - 6 3 , p . 6 8 ) ,  p l a c e s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  

on o u r  e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  w i t h  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t :



" U n le s s  p u b l i c  and  p r i v a t e  e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u ­
t i o n s  i n  Am erica b e g in  a t  once  t o  p r e p a r e  f o r  t h e  
y e a r s  im m e d ia te ly  a h e a d ,  e m p lo y e rs  w i l l  be  f o r c e d  
t o  h i r e  a l a r g e r  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  i n e x p e r i e n c e d  p e r s o n s ,  
t o  p r o v id e  more o n - t h e - j o b  t r a i n i n g ,  t o  s u f f e r  g r e a t e r  
Job  t u r n o v e r ,  and  t o  r e l y  more h e a v i l y  upon  p a r t -  
t im e  e m p lo y e e s .  A l l  t h e s e  f a c t o r s  w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  
l o s s  o f  e f f i c i e n c y ,  a n  i n c r e a s e d  c o s t  o f  p r o d u c t i o n ,  
a n d  c o n s e q u e n t l y ,  h i g h e r  p r i c e s  t o  t h e  c o n su m er .  I t  
w ou ld  be  f a r  b e t t e r  t o  p r e p a r e  now t o  p r e v e n t  t h i s  
h a p p e n i n g . "

I n  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  a c c e p t  t h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  t h e  f e d e r a l  

go v e rn m e n t  an d  t h e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e s  h av e  a l l o c a t e d  f u n d s  f o r  

s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  r e t a r d e d .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  f u n d s  have  

n o t  b e e n  p ro v id e d  t o  s e c u r e  a p p r o p r i a t e  t r e a t m e n t  f o r  t h e  slow  

l e a r n e r  an d  t h e  c u l t u r a l l y  d e p r i v e d - - t h e  p o t e n t i a l  d r o p o u t  

and  t h e  p ro b lem  h a s  become u r g e n t  and  w i l l  r e q u i r e  a n  i n v e s t ­

m ent o f  much human e n e r g y  and  i n t e l l i g e n c e  a s  w e l l  a s  money 

( S c h r e i b e r , 1 9 6 4 ) .

T h e re  a r e  more t h a n  300 d r o p o u t  p ro g ram s and  s c h o o l s  

h av e  m o d i f i e d  t h e i r  c u r r i c u lu m s  t o  i n c l u d e  v o c a t i o n a l  c o u r s e s  

(Oklahoma P u b l i c  S c h o o l  H o ld in g  Power P r o j e c t ,  1 9 6 4 ) .  And 

a l t h o u g h  b e h a v i o r a l  s c i e n c e  r e s e a r c h  and  e d u c a t i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  

g iv e  much t o  draw  o n ,  t h e r e  m ust be many s t u d i e s  t o  f i l l  t h e  

g a p s  and  ad d  t o  t h i s  b a s i c  k n o w led g e . The c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  

i n t e r e s t s ,  and  n e e d s  o f  t h i s  g ro u p  w h ich  i s  a t  odds w i t h  t h e  

s c h o o l s  m u s t  be more c o m p l e t e ly  u n d e r s to o d  ( S c h r e i b e r ,  1 9 6 4 ) .

Good t e a c h i n g  i s  b a s i c a l l y  a jo b  i n  human r e l a t i o n s  

and  i n v o l v e s  t h e  t e a c h e r ' s  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  t h e  c h i l d  a s  a p e r s o n  

(L a y c o e k ,  1 9 5 7 ) .

The p e r c e p t u a l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  t e l l  u s  t h a t  a l l  b e h a v io r  

i s  a p r o d u c t  o f  t h e  p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  t h e  b e h a v e r  a t  t h e  moment
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o f  a c t i o n  (Combs, 1962 , p .  5 0 ) .

T h a t  i s  t o  s a y ,  how a n y  p e r s o n  b e h a v e s  w i l l  be a 
d i r e c t  o u tg ro w th  o f  t h e  way t h i n g s  seem t o  him  a t  
t h e  moment o f  h i s  b e h a v in g .  To change  b e h a v io r  i n  
t h i s  f ra m e  o f  r e f e r e n c e  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  we u n d e r s t a n d  
t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  p e r c e p t u a l  f i e l d .
Knowing t h e  m ea n in g s  t h a t  e x i s t  f o r  a  p a r t i c u l a r  
p e r s o n ,  we may t h e n  be. a b l e  t o  c r e a t e  t h e  c o n d i ­
t i o n s  w h ic h  w i l l  f a c i l i t a t e  c h a n g e s  i n  h i s  b e h a v io r  
and  p e r s o n a l i t y . "

M aslow, K e l l y  and  R o g e rs  (Combs, I 9 6 2 , p .  6 7 ) ,  a g re e

w i t h  Combs on  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p r i n c i p l e s :

”1 . B e h a v in g  and  l e a r n i n g  a r e  p r o d u c t s  o f  p e r c e i v i n g .
2 .  B e h a v io r  e x i s t s  i n ,  an d  c a n ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  be d e a l t  

w i t h  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t . "

On t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e s e  p r i n c i p l e s ,  t h i s  s t u d y  w i l l  e n ­

d e a v o r  t o  s e c u r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  ( a s  r e v e a l e d  b y  The T hem atic  Ap­

p e r c e p t i o n  T e s t )  a b o u t  t h e  p r e s e n t  p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  some academ ­

i c a l l y  u n s u c c e s s f u l  an d  c o n s i d e r e d  b y  t h e  s c h o o l  a u t h o r i t i e s  

t o  be  "p ro b lem "  s t u d e n t s .



CHAPTER I I

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

S in c e  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  b e h a v i o r  i s  a  p ro d -  

u c t  o f  t h e  p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  t h e  b e h a v e r  a t  t h e  moment o f  a c t i o n  

and  s i n c e  t h e  " d r o p o u t"  i s  a  param ount p ro b lem  i n  t h e  n a t i o n  

t o d a y ,  t h i s  s t u d y  i s  c o n c e rn e d  w i t h  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  c e r t a i n  c h a r ­

a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  p e r c e p t u a l  f i e l d s  o f  t h e  a c a d e m i c a l l y  s u c ­

c e s s f u l  s t u d e n t s  a s  com pared  t o  t h e  a c a d e m i c a l l y  u n s u c c e s s f u l  

s t u d e n t s  and  t h e  a c a d e m i c a l l y  u n s u c c e s s f u l  s t u d e n t s  who a r e  

c o n s i d e r e d  b y  t h e  s c h o o l  a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  be "p rob lem "  s t u d e n t s .  

F o r  t h i s  p u r p o s e ,  s y s te m s  w ere  d e v i s e d  t o  c l a s s i f y  t h e  s u b j e c t s  

a s  o p t i m i s t i c  o r  l e s s  o p t i m i s t i c ,  c o n s c io u s  o f  e f f o r t  r e l a t e d  

t o  a c h ie v e m e n t  o r  l e s s  c o n s c io u s  o f  e f f o r t  r e l a t e d  t o  a c h i e v e ­

m e n t ,  and  v e r b a l  o r  l e s s  v e r b a l .  The s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  t h r e e  

g ro u p s  o f  t e n t h  g r a d e  b o y s  w ere  c l a s s i f i e d  and  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

h y p o th e s e s  w ere  t e s t e d :

lo  I t  i s  e x p e c te d  t h a t  t h e  s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  

w i t h  h i g h  g r a d e  a v e r a g e s  w i l l  r e f l e c t  more o p t im ism  t h a n  t h e  

s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  low g ra d e  a v e r a g e s .

2o The s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  h i g h  g ra d e  a v e r ­

a g e s  w i l l  a l s o  r e f l e c t  more o p t im ism  t h a n  t h e  s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  

s t u d e n t s  w i t h  low g r a d e  a v e r a g e s  and  c o n s i d e r e d  b y  t h e  s c h o o l
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a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  he "p ro b lem "  s t u d e n t s .

3 .  The s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  low g r a d e  a v e r a g e s  

w i l l ,  i n  t u r n ,  r e f l e c t  more o p t im ism  t h a n  t h e  s t o r i e s  o f  th e  

s t u d e n t s  w i t h  low g ra d e  a v e r a g e s  and  c o n s i d e r e d  b y  t h e  s c h o o l  

a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  be "p ro b lem "  s t u d e n t s .

4 .  I t  i s  a l s o  e x p e c te d  t h a t  t h e  s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  

w i t h  h ig h  g r a d e  a v e r a g e s  w i l l  d e p i c t  more c o n s c i o u s n e s s  o f  e f ­

f o r t  a s  r e l a t e d  t o  a c h ie v e m e n t  t h a n  t h e  s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  

w i t h  low g r a d e  a v e r a g e s .

5 .  The s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  h i g h  g r a d e  a v e r a g e s  

w i l l  a l s o  d e p i c t  more c o n s c i o u s n e s s  o f  e f f o r t  a s  r e l a t e d  t o  

a c h ie v e m e n t  t h a n  t h e  s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  low g ra d e  

a v e r a g e s  an d  c o n s i d e r e d  b y  t h e  s c h o o l  a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  be  " p ro b ­

lem" s t u d e n t s .

6 .  The s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  low g r a d e  a v e r a g e s

w i l l ,  ifa t u r n ,  d e p i c t  more c o n s c i o u s n e s s  o f  e f f o r t  a s  r e l a t e d

t o  a c h ie v e m e n t  t h a n  t h e  s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  low g ra d e  

a v e r a g e s  and  c o n s i d e r e d  b y  t h e  s c h o o l  a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  be  "p ro b ­

lem" s t u d e n t s .

7 .  I t  i s  f u r t h e r  e x p e c te d  t h a t  t h e  s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  s t u ­

d e n t s  w h ich  h ig h  g ra d e  a v e r a g e s  w i l l  d e n o te  g r e a t e r  v e r b a l i z a ­

t i o n  t h a n  t h e  s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  low g r a d e  a v e r a g e s .

8 .  The s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w i th  h i g h  g r a d e  a v e r a g e s

w i l l  a l s o  d e n o te  g r e a t e r  v e r b a l i z a t i o n  t h a n  t h e  s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  

s t u d e n t s  w i t h  low g r a d e  a v e r a g e s  a n d  c o n s i d e r e d  b y  t h e  s c h o o l  

a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  be "p ro b lem "  s t u d e n t s .
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9 .  The s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  low g ra d e  a v e r a g e s  

w i l l ,  i n  t u r n ,  d e n o te  g r e a t e r  v e r b a l i z a t i o n  t h a n  t h e  s t o r i e s  

o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  low g ra d e  a v e r a g e s  and  c o n s i d e r e d  b y  t h e  

s c h o o l  a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  be "p ro b lem "  s t u d e n t s .



CHAPTER I I I  

PROCEDURE OF THE STUDY

The T h em a tic  A p p e r c e p t io n  T e s t

The T h em atic  A p p e r c e p t io n  T e s t ,  known a s  t h e  TAT, r e ­

v e a l s  some o f  t h e  d o m in an t  d r i v e s ,  e m o t io n s ,  s e n t i m e n t s ,  com­

p l e x e s  an d  c o n f l i c t s  o f  a p e r s o n a l i t y .  I t s  v a lu e  l i e s  i n  i t s  

power t o  e x p o se  u n d e r l y i n g  i n h i b i t e d  t e n d e n c i e s  w h ich  t h e  s u b ­

j e c t  w i l l  n o t  a d m i t ,  o r  c a n n o t  a d m it  b e c a u s e  he i s  u n c o n s c io u s

o f  them .

The TAT was f i r s t  i n t r o d u c e d  i n  1935 b y  M urray  and  Morgan 

(S hne idm an , 1 9 5 1 ) .  I t  i s  a p r o j e c t i v e  d e v ic e  c u s t o m a r i l y  u se d  

i n  su c h  a way t h a t  s t o r i e s  a r e  t o l d  b y  t h e  s u b j e c t  c o n c e rn in g  

t h e  c o n t e n t  o f  t h e  p i c t u r e s .  The a s s u m p t io n  i s  made i n  t h e  

u s e  o f  t h i s  s t i m u l u s  m a t e r i a l  t h a t ,  i n  a r e l a t i v e l y  u n s t r u c ­

t u r e d  s i t u a t i o n  w here  s u b j e c t s  a r e  s im p ly  a s k e d  t o  t e l l  a  s t o r y  

a b o u t  t h e  p i c t u r e  p r e s e n t e d  t o  th em , i n d i v i d u a l s  t e n d  t o  p r o ­

j e c t  t h e  w o r ld  a s  t h e y  see  i t  o n to  t h e  s t i m u l u s  ( A l l i s o n ,

1 9 5 5 ) .

"The e x p r e s s i o n  o f  p e r s o n a l i t y  i n  t h e  TAT i s  o f
n e c e s s i t y  more i n  t e rm s  o f  w ords t h a n  i n  te rm s  o f
a c t i o n .  T h a t  i s ,  t h e  c o n f l i c t s  and p ro b lem s w h ich  
a r e  to u c h e d  o f f  b y  t h e  TAT p i c t u r e s  o f t e n  c an  be 
• s o l v e d '  b y  t h e  p e r s o n  i n  f a n t a s y  and  l i t e r a r y  e x ­
p r e s s i o n ,  a l t h o u g h  he  m ig h t  n o t  be a b l e  t o  s o lv e



10

them  I n  l i f e .  I n  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  t h e  TAT i s  d i f f e r e n t  
f ro m  t h e  i n t e r v i e w ,  w h ic h  g l im p s e s  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  
o v e r t  b e h a v io r  i n  one l i f e  s i t u a t i o n  ( t h e  i n t e r v i e w  
i t s e l f )  and  a t t e m p t s  t o  r e v ie w  h i s  c o p in g  c a p a c i t i e s  
i n  g e n e r a l .  I t  d i f f e r s  f ro m  t h e  R o rsc h a c h  T e s t ,  i n  
w h ic h  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  m anner o f  h a n d l i n g  t h e  am b ig ­
u o u s  b l o t s  p r o v i d e s  an  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  h i s  c a p a c i t y  
t o  cope  w i t h  r e l a t i v e l y  u n s t r u c t u r e d  m a t e r i a l .  I t  
d i f f e r s  from  t h e  F ig u re -D ra w in g  T e s t ,  w here  a g a i n  
t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  r e v e a l s  h i m s e l f  i n  h i s  g r a p h ic  p e r ­
fo rm an ce  r a t h e r  t h a n  j u s t  by  w hat he  s a y s .  ( W i tk in ,
1954, p. 255)

A c co rd in g  t o  J e n s e n ,  t h e  TAT i s  p e rh a p s  t h e  l e a s t  s t a n ­

d a r d i z e d  o f  a l l  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  t e s t s  w i th  r e g a r d  t o  a d m i n i s t r a ­

t i o n ,  s c o r i n g  and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  M u r ra y 's  

o r i g i n a l  scheme and  i t s  l a t e r  v a r i a t i o n s  f o r  s c o r i n g  "n ee d s"  

and  " p r e s s e s , "  t h e r e  a r e  a  number o f  o t h e r  s c o r i n g  schem es 

a l t h o u g h  f o r m a l  s c o r i n g  i s  j i t t l e  u se d  i n  a c t u a l  p r a c t i c e  

(1959 )*  W i tk in  shows F i n e ' s  scheme w h ich  i s  a n  a d a p t a t i o n  

o f  K o r n e y 's  f o r m u l a t i o n  (1 9 5 4 ) .  Shneidm an shows i n  a c t i o n  

t h e  sy s te m s  o f  Magda A rn o ld ,  B e t t y  A aron , L eonard  E ro n ,  Leo­

p o ld  B e l i a k ,  A r th u r  H a r tm an , R o b e r t  R. H o l t ,  Seymour K le b a n o f f ,  

S h e ld o n  K o rc h in  ( v a r i a t i o n  o f  T om pkins ' m e th o d ) ,  J o s e  I .  L a s a g a ,  

J u l i a n  B. R o t t e r  an d  S h i r l e y  J e s s o r ,  H e len  P .  S a r g e n t ,  P e r c i -  

v a l  M. Symonds, and  R a lp h  K. W hite  ( I 9 5 l ) *
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S e l e c t i o n  o f  S u b j e c t s

A l l  s u b j e c t s  w ere  t e n t h - g r a d e  boys e n r o l l e d  a t  John  

M a r s h a l l  H igh  S c h o o l ,  Oklahoma C i t y ,  Oklahoma. D u r in g  t h e  

f i r s t  n in e  w eeks o f  t h e  1965 -66  s c h o o l  t e r m ,  t e n  (num bered 

w i t h  e v e n  n u m b ers )  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t s  w ere  s u c c e s s f u l  s t u d e n t s  

w i th  g r a d e  a v e r a g e s  o f  3 - 0  ( o r  m o re ) ,  t e n  (num bered  w i t h  odd 

n u m b ers )  w ere  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  g ra d e  a v e r a g e s  o f  1 . 0  ( o r  l e s s ) ,  

and  t e n  (num bered  w i t h  odd num bers above  20 )  w ere  s t u d e n t s  

w i t h  g r a d e  a v e r a g e s  o f  1 . 0  ( o r  l e s s )  and  c o n s i d e r e d  b y  th e  

s c h o o l  a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  be "p ro b lem "  s t u d e n t s .

One o f  t h e  p a r e n t s  o f  e a c h  s u b j e c t  r e c e i v e d  a l e t t e r  

from  t h e  w r i t e r  r e q u e s t i n g  p e r m i s s io n  t o  t e s t  t h e  s u b j e c t ,  

and  s u b s e q u e n t l y  gave  p e r m i s s io n  f o r  t h e  s u b j e c t  t o  be t e s t e d .

R e c o rd s  w ere  c o m p le te d  on e a c h  s u b je c t  show ing  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n s  Age, b i r t h d a t e ,  w h e th e r  he  l i v e d  w i t h  

h i s  n a t u r a l  p a r e n t s ,  a g e s  o f  b r o th e r s  and  s i s t e r s  ( i f  a n y ) ,  and  

g r a d e - p o i n t  a v e r a g e  f o r  f i r s t  n in e -w e e k s  o f  t h e  1965-66  s c h o o l  

te rm .

S e l e c t i o n  o f  C ards

Few c l i n i c i a n s  u s e  a l l  20  c a r d s  on one s u b j e c t  ( J e n s e n ,  

1 9 5 9 ) .  P i c t u r e s  num bered 3BM, 6BM, 7BM, 8BM, 9BM, 1?BM, and 

I 8BM w ere  s e l e c t e d  b e c a u s e  t h e y  w ere  s u i t a b l e  f o r  b oys  o r  men, 

a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  T e s t  M anual. M urray  d e s c r i b e s  t h e s e  c a r d s  a s  

f o l lo w s  I

3BM. On t h e  f l o o r  a g a i n s t  a couch  i s  t h e  h u d d le d  
fo rm  o f  a boy  w i t h  h i s  h e ad  bowed on h i s  
r i g h t  a rm . B e s id e  him  on t h e  f l o o r  i s  a 
r e v o l v e r .
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6BM. a s h o r t  e l d e r l y  #oman s t a n d s  # l t h  h e r  b a c k  
t u r n e d  t o  a t a l l  young man. The l a t t e r  I s  
lo o k in g  downward w i t h  a p e r p l e x e d  e x p r e s s i o n .

7BM, A g r a y - h a i r e d  man i s  lo o k in g  a t  a y o u n g e r  
man who i s  s u l l e n l y  s t a r i n g  i n t o  s p a c e .

8BM. An a d o l e s c e n t  boy lo o k s  s t r a i g h t  o u t  o f  t h e  
p i c t u r e .  The b a r r e l  o f  a  r i f l e  i s  v i s i b l e  
a t  one s i d e ,  and i n  t h e  b a c k g ro u n d  i s  t h e  
dim  s c e n e  o f  a  s u r g i c a l  o p e r a t i o n ,  l i k e  a 
r e v e r i e - i m a g e .

9BM. F o u r  men i n  o v e r a l l s  a r e  l y i n g  on t h e  g r a s s  
t a k i n g  i t  e a s y .

I 7BM. A nak ed  man i s  c l i n g i n g  t o  a r o p e .  He i s  
i n  t h e  a c t  o f  c l im b in g  up  o r  down.

18BM. a man i s  c l u t c h e d  from  b e h in d  by  t h r e e  h a n d s .
The f i g u r e s  o f  h i s  a n t a g o n i s t s  a r e  i n v i s i b l e  
(M u rra y ,  1 9 ^ 3 ) .

Method o f  A d m in i s t e r in g  t h e  T e s t

The s u b j e c t  was s e a t e d  i n  a  c h a i r  a t  a t a b l e  i n  t h e  

C o u n s e l o r ’ s o f f i c e .  The e x p e r i m e n t e r  was s e a t e d  a t  t h e  t a b l e ,  

a t  r i g h t  a n g le  t o  t h e  s u b j e c t .  The f o l l o w i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n s  

w ere  r e a d  t o  t h e  s u b j e c t  ;

"T h is  i s  a t e s t  o f  i m a g i n a t i o n .  . . I  am g o in g  
t o  show you some p i c t u r e s ,  one a t  a t im e ;  and  y o u r  
t a s k  w i l l  be  t o  make up  a s  d r a m a t i c  a s t o r y  a s  you 
can  f o r  e a c h .  T e l l  w hat h a s  l e d  up  t o  t h e  e v e n t  
shown i n  t h e  p i c t u r e ,  d e s c r i b e  w ha t i s  h a p p e n in g  
a t  t h e  moment, w h a t t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  a r e  f e e l i n g  
and  t h i n k i n g ;  an d  t h e n  g iv e  t h e  o u tco m e. Speak  
y o u r  t h o u g h t s  a s  t h e y  come t o  y o u r  m in d . Do you 
u n d e r s t a n d ? . . . you c a n  d e v o te  a b o u t  f i v e  m in u te s  
t o  e a c h  s t o r y .  H ere  i s  t h e  f i r s t  p i c t u r e , "  (M u rra y ,
1943 , p .  3 )

A f t e r  f i n i s h i n g  t h e  f i r s t  s t o r y  t h e  sub jec t was com­

mended ( i f  t h e r e  was a n y  g ro u n d  f o r  i t ) ,  an d  rem in d ed  o f  t h e  

i n s t r u c t i o n s  u n l e s s  h e  had  f o l lo w e d  them  f a i t h f u l l y .  A f t e r  

t h a t  t h e  e x a m in e r  s a i d  n o t h in g  u n l e s s  i t  was n e c e s s a r y  t o  k e e p
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hlm  on t im e  so  t h a t  e a c h  p i c t u r e  consumed a p p r o x i m a t e ly  5 m in ­

u t e s .  The s u b j e c t ' s  s t o r i e s  w ere  r e c o r d e d  I n  s h o r th a n d  by  t h e  

e x a m in e r  and  t h e n  t r a n s c r i b e d  on t h e  t y p e w r i t e r .

S c o r in g  o f  t h e  TAT

The 210 s t o r i e s  t h a t  w ere  o b t a i n e d  from  t h e  30 s u b j e c t s  

(1 0  t e n t h - g r a d e  boys w i t h  g ra d e  a v e r a g e s  o f  3 . 0 ,  o r  b e t t e r ;  10 

t e n t h —g ra d e  boys  w i t h  g ra d e  a v e r a g e s  o f  1 . 0 ,  o r  l e s s ;  and  10 

t e n t h - g r a d e  boys w i t h  g ra d e  a v e r a g e s  o f  1 . 0 ,  o r  l e s s ,  and  c o n ­

s i d e r e d  b y  s c h o o l  a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  be " p ro b le m ” s t u d e n t s )  w ere  

r e a d  and  r e - r e a d  by  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r  and c l a s s i f i e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  

t h e  f o l lo w in g  t h r e e  sy s te m s  o f  c o m p a r iso n s

I .  O p t i m i s t i c :  A. Happy B e g in n in g ;  Happy E nd ing
B. Unhappy B e g in n in g ;  Happy E n d ing  

L ess  O p t i m i s t i c s  C. Happy B e g in n in g ;  Unhappy E n d in g
D. Unhappy B e g in n in g ;  Unhappy E n d ing

( E x p la n a t io n s  W eb s te r  (1 9 3 7 , p .  6 9 6 ) d e f i n e s  o p t im ism  a s  an
I n c l i n a t i o n  t o  a n t i c i p a t e  t h e  b e s t  p o s s i b l e  ou tcom e. T h e r e f o r e ,
s t o r i e s  w i t h  Happy E n d in g s  a r e  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  " O p t i m i s t i c "
(A an d  B) and  s t o r i e s  w i t h  Unhappy E n d in g s  a r e  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  
"L ess  O p t i m i s t i c "  (0  and  D ),

I I .  C o n sc io u s  o f  E f f o r t s  E . Some A ch iev em en t;  Some E f f o r t
F ,  No A ch iev em en t;  Some E f f o r t  

L ess  C o n sc io u s  o f  E f f o r t s  G. Some A ch iev e m e n t;  No E f f o r t
He No A ch iev em en t;  No E f f o r t

( E x p la n a t i o n s  E and F d e p i c t  Some E f f o r t
G and  H d e p i c t  No E f f o r t
E and G d e p i c t  Some A chievem ent
F and H d e p i c t  No A ch ievem en t)

I I I .  V e rb a l s  More t h a n  5 00 Words Used 
L ess  V e r b a l ;  500 ( o r  l e s s )  Words Used

( E x p la n a t i o n s  W eb s te r  (1 9 3 7 , p. 112) d e f i n e s  " v e r b a l "  a s  p e r ­
t a i n i n g  t o  w o rd s .  T h e r e f o r e  t h e  s t o r i e s  w i t h  t h e  g r e a t e r  number 
o f  w ords  have  b e en  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  " V e rb a l"  and  t h e  s t o r i e s  w i t h  
f e w e r  w ords  have  b e en  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  "L ess V e r b a l . " )
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The c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t s ,  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  t h r e e  s y s te m s ,  w ere  r e c o r d e d  i n  t a b l e - f o r m .  

Then t h e  t o t a l s  i n  t h e  t a b l e s  w ere  c o n v e r t e d  t o  p e r c e n t a g e s .

I f  a m a j o r i t y  (4  o r  m ore)  o f  a s u b j e c t ' s  s t o r i e s  w ere

c l a s s i f i e d  a s  A o r  B, t h e  s u b j e c t  was c o n s i d e r e d  t o  be o p t i ­

m i s t i c .  I f  a m a j o r i t y  o f  a s u b j e c t ' s  s t o r i e s  w ere  C o r  D, t h e  

s u b j e c t  was c o n s i d e r e d  t o  be l e s s  o p t i m i s t i c .  A l l  s u b j e c t s  

w ere  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  o p t i m i s t i c  o r  l e s s  o p t i m i s t i c .

I f  a  m a j o r i t y  (4  o r  m ore)  o f  a s u b j e c t ' s  s t o r i e s  w ere

c l a s s i f i e d  a s  E and  F ,  t h e  s u b j e c t  was c o n s i d e r e d  t o  be  c o n ­

s c i o u s  o f  e f f o r t  a s  r e l a t e d  t o  a c h ie v e m e n t .  I f  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  

a s u b j e c t ' s  s t o r i e s  w ere  G o r  H, t h e  s u b j e c t  was c o n s i d e r e d  

a s  l e s s  c o n s c io u s  o f  e f f o r t  a s  r e l a t e d  t o  a c h ie v e m e n t .  A l l  

s u b j e c t s  w ere  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  c o n s c io u s  o f  e f f o r t  o r  l e s s  c o n ­

s c i o u s  o f  e f f o r t .

I f  a s u b j e c t  u s e d  more t h a n  f i v e  h u n d re d  w ords  i n  t h e  

t e l l i n g  o f  h i s  s t o r i e s ,  t h e  s u b j e c t  was c o n s i d e r e d  t o  be v e r ­

b a l .  I f  a s u b j e c t  u se d  f i v e  h u n d re d  w o rd s ,  o r  l e s s ,  i n  t h e  

t e l l i n g  o f  h i s  s t o r i e s ,  t h e  s u b j e c t  was c o n s i d e r e d  l e s s  v e r ­

b a l .  A l l  s u b j e c t s  w ere  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  v e r b a l  o r  Hess v e r b a l .

A c co rd in g  t o  S e i g e l  (1 9 5 6 , pp. v i l l ,  9 6 - 1 0 1 ) ,  one o f  

t h e  a d v a n ta g e s  o f  t h e  n o n p a r a m e t r ic  t e s t s  i s  t h e i r  u s e f u l n e s s  

w i t h  s m a l l  s a m p le s .  The F i s h e r  E x a c t  P r o b a b i l i t y  T e s t  i s  an  

e x t r e m e l y  u s e f u l  t e c h n iq u e  f o r  a n a l y z i n g  d a t a  when t h e  two i n d e ­

p e n d e n t  sa m p le s  a r e  s m a l l .  I t  i s  u s e d  when s c o r e s  f rom  two 

in d e p e n d e n t  random sa m p le s  f a l l  i n t o  one o r  t h e  o t h e r  o f  two
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c l a s s e s .  E v e ry  s u b j e c t  o b t a i n s  one o f  two p o s s i b l e  s c o r e s .  

T h ese  s c o r e s  a r e  r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  f r e q u e n c i e s  I n  a 2 x  2 c o n ­

t i n g e n c y  t a b l e .  T h is  t e s t  d e te r m in e s  w h e th e r  t h e  two g ro u p s  

d i f f e r  i n  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  w i t h  w h ich  t h e y  f a l l  i n t o  t h e  two 

g iv e n  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s .  The e x a c t  p r o b a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  o b s e r v e d  

o c c u r r e n c e  i s  a r r i v e d  a t  b y  t a k i n g  t h e  r a t i o  o f  t h e  p r o d u c t  

o f  t h e  f a c t o r i a l s  o f  t h e  f o u r  m a r g i n a l  t o t a l s  t o  t h e  p r o d u c t  

o f  t h e  c e l l  f r e q u e n c i e s  m u l t i p l i e d  b y  N f a c t o r i a l .  The F i s h e r  

E x a c t  P r o b a b i l i t y  T e s t  was a p p l i e d  t o  d e te r m in e  w h e th e r  t h e  

g ro u p s  o f  s u b j e c t s  d i f f e r  i n  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  w i t h  w h ic h  t h e y  

f a l l  i n t o  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  d e s c r i b e d .



CHAPTER IV 

THE RESULTS

The r e s u l t s  o f  c l a s s i f y i n g ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  f i r s t  

sy s te m  ( O p t i m i s t i c  v s  L e ss  O p t i m i s t i c ) ,  t h e  s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  

s t u d e n t s  w i t h  High G rade A v e rag es  a r e  shown i n  T a b le  No. 1 .

TABLE NO 1

CLASSIFICATION OP THE STORIES OP THE STUDENTS WITH 
HIGH GRADE AVERAGES (ACCORDING TO SYSTEM l )

S u b j e c t s
A B C D AtB CtD A+C BfD

S t o r i e s

*2 0 5 1 1 5 2 1 6

4 2 1 0 4 3 4 2 5

*6 1 5 0 1 6 1 1 6

JCQ r\ r\
"O c. 0 V V { V CL 0

*10 1 4 0 2 5 2 1 6

12 0 1 1 5 1 6 1 6

14 0 3 0 4 3 4 0 7

*16 0 5 0 2 5 2 0 7

*18 2 3 0 2 5 2 2 5

*20 0 4 1 2 4 3 1 6
8 36 3 23 ZPT 26 11 59

16
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R e s u l t s  5

7 o f  10 s u b j e c t s  ( m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e i r  s t o r i e s  a r e  A o r  B) ( * )

8 o f  70  s t o r i e s —Happy B e g in n in g ;  Happy E n d in g  (A)

36 o f  JO s t o r i e s —Unhappy B e g in n in g ;  Happy E n d in g  (B)

3 o f  JO s t o r i e s —Happy B e g in n in g ;  Unhappy E n d in g  (C)

23 o f  70  s t o r i e s —Unhappy B e g in n in g ;  Unhappy E nd ing  ( d )

44 o f  70  s t o r i e s —Happy E nd ing  (AtB)

26 o f  JO s t o r i e s - - U n h a p p y  E n d in g  (C+D)

11 o f  JO s t o r i e s —Happy B e g in n in g  (AtC)

59 of 70  s t o r i e s —Unhappy B e g in n in g  (BtD)

A cco rd in g  t o  T a b le  No. 1 ,  t h e  r e s u l t s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  

o f  t h e  t e n  t e n t h - g r a d e  b oys  ( w i th  H igh  Grade A v e r a g e s ) s e v e n ty  

p e r c e n t  ( 70^ )  t o l d  a m a j o r i t y  o f  s t o r i e s  t h a t  c a n  be c l a s s i ­

f i e d  a s  h a v in g :  Happy B e g in n in g ;  Happy E nd ing  o r  Unhappy B e­

g i n n in g ;  Happy E n d in g ,  Only e l e v e n  and  f o r t y - t w o  h u n d r e d th s  

p lu s  p e r c e n t  ( l l . 4 2 t ^ )  o f  t h e  s t o r i e s  c an  be  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  

h a v in g ;  Happy B e g in n in g ;  Happy E n d in g .  W h ereas ,  f i f t y  one and 

f o r t y - t w o  h u n d r e d th s  p l u s  p e r c e n t  (5 1 .4 2 + 0 )  o f  t h e  s t o r i e s  c an  

be c l a s s i f i e d  a s  h a v in g ;  Unhappy B e g in n in g ;  Happy E n d in g .  P ou r  

and  t w e n t y - e i g h t  h u n d r e d th s  p lu s  p e r c e n t  ( 4 .2 8 + 0 )  o f  t h e  s t o r i e s  

c a n  be  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  h a v in g ;  Happy B e g in n in g ;  Unhappy E n d in g  

and  t h i r t y  two and  e i g h t y  f i v e  h u n d r e d th s  p l u s  p e r c e n t  ( 3 2 . 8 5 +0 ) 

o f  t h e  s t o r i e s  c an  be c l a s s i f i e d  a s  h a v in g  Unhappy B e g in n in g ;  

Unhappy E n d in g .  S in c e  t h e  s c e n e s  a r e  c u s t o m a r i l y  r e g a r d e d  a s  

unh appy  s c e n e s ,  t h e  e n d in g s  become more s i g n i f i c a n t  a s  t h e y  

more t r u l y  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t s .  I n  t h i s
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r e g a r d ,  s i x t y  two and  e i g h t y  f i v e  h u n d r e d th s  p lu s  p e r c e n t  (6 2 .  

8 5 +^) o f  t h e  s t o r i e s  c a n  be c l a s s i f i e d  a s  h a v in g  a Happy E nd ing  

and  o n ly  t h i r t y  se v e n  and f o u r t e e n  h u n d r e d th s  p l u s  p e r c e n t  (3 7 .  

l 4 f ^ )  c an  be  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  h a v in g  a n  Unhappy E n d in g .  O nly  f i f ­

t e e n  and  s e v e n ty - o n e  h u n d r e d th s  p l u s  p e r c e n t  ( l 5 . 7 1 t ^ )  o f  t h e  

s t o r i e s  c an  be c l a s s i f i e d  a s  h a v in g  a Happy B e g in n in g .  W h ereas ,  

e i g h t y  f o u r  and  tw e n ty  e i g h t  h u n d r e d th s  p lu s  p e r c e n t  ( 8 4 .2 8 t # )  

can  be c l a s s i f i e d  a s  h a v in g  an  Unhappy B e g in n in g .

C l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  

low Grade A v e rag es  a r e  shown i n  T a b le  No. 2.

TABLE NO. 2

CLASSIFICATION OF THE STORIES OF THE STUDENTS 
WITH LOW GRADE AVERAGES (ACCORDING TO SYSTEM l )

S u b j e c t s
A B C D A+B C/D A-̂ C B+D

S t o r i e s

1* 1 5 1 0 6 1 2 5

3* 1 5 0 1 6 1 1 6

5* 1 6 0 0 7 0 1 6

7 0 2 0 5 2 5 0 7

9 * 4 1 1 1 5 2 5 2

11* 0 5 0 2 5 2 0 7

13 0 3 0 4 3 4 0 7

15 0 3 1 3 3 4 1 6

17 1 2 0 4 3 4 1 6

19 1 0 1 1 6 2 _.3
9 32 4 25 41 29 13 57
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R e s u l t s  I

5 o f  10 s u b j e c t s  ( m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e i r  s t o r i e s  a r e  A o r  B) (* )

9 o f  7 0  s t o r i e s s  Happy B e g in n in g ;  Happy E n d ing  (A)

32 o f  7 0  s t o r i e s :  Unhappy B e g in n in g ;  Happy E n d in g  (B)

4 o f  7 0  s t o r i e s :  Unhappy B e g in n in g ;  Unhappy E n d in g  (C)

25 o f  7 0  s t o r i e s :  Unhappy B e g in n in g ;  Unhappy E n d in g  (D)

4 l  o f  7 0  s t o r i e s :  Happy E n d in g  (A+B)

29 o f  7 0  s t o r i e s :  Unhappy E n d in g  (C+D)

13 o f  7 0  s t o r i e s ;  Happy B e g in n in g  (AfO)

57 o f  7 0  s t o r i e s :  U nhappy B e g in n in g  (B+D)

A c c o rd in g  t o  T a b le  No. 2 ,  th e .  r e s u l t s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  

o f  t h e  t e n  t e n t h - g r a d e  b o y s  ( w i th  Low Grade A v e ra g e s )  f i f t y  

p e r c e n t  ( 50^ )  t o l d  a m a j o r i t y  o f  s t o r i e s  t h a t  c a n  be  c l a s s i ­

f i e d  a s  h a v in g :  Happy B e g in n in g ;  Happy E n d in g  o r  Unhappy 

B e g in n in g ;  Happy E n d in g .  O n ly  tw e lv e  and  e i g h t y  f i v e  h u n d r e d ­

t h s  p l u s  p e r c e n t  ( 1 2 . 85+0 ) o f  t h e  s t o r i e s  c a n  be  c l a s s i f i e d

a s  h a v in g  Happy B e g in n in g ;  Happy E n d in g .  W h ereas ,  f o r t y  f i v e

and  s e v e n t y  one h u n d r e d th s  p l u s  p e r c e n t  (4 5 .7 1 + 0 )  o f  t h e  s t o r ­

i e s  c a n  be c l a s s i f i e d  a s  h a v in g :  Unhappy B e g in n in g ;  Happy End­

i n g .  F iv e  and  s e v e n t y  one h u n d r e d th s  p l u s  p e r c e n t  ( 5 . 7 1 t 0 )  

c an  be  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  h a v in g :  Happy B e g in n in g ;  Unhappy E nd ing  

an d  t h i r t y  f i v e  an d  s e v e n t y  one h u n d r e d th s  p l u s  p e r c e n t  (3 5 .  

7 1 +0 ) o f  t h e  s t o r i e s  c a n  be  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  h a v in g  Unhappy B e­

g i n n i n g ;  U nhappy E n d in g ,  C o n s id e r in g  t h e  e n d i n g s ,  f i f t y  e i g h t

a n d  f i f t y  s e v e n  h u n d r e d th s  p l u s  p e r c e n t  ( 5 8 . 57+0 ) o f  t h e  s t o r ­

i e s  c a n  be  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  h a v in g  a Happy E n d in g  and  f o r t y  one
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and  f o r t y  two h u n d r e d th s  p lu s  p e r c e n t  ( 4 1 .4 2 t-^) c a n  be  c l a s s i ­

f i e d  a s  h a v in g  a n  U nhappy E n d in g .  O nly  e i g h t e e n  and  f i f t y  

s e v e n  h u n d r e d th s  p lu s  p e r c e n t  ( 1 8 ,5 7 ^ ^ )  o f  t h e  s t o r i e s  c a n  be 

c l a s s i f i e d  a s  h a v in g  a Happy B e g in n in g .  W h e re a s ,  e i g h t y  one 

and  f o r t y  two h u n d r e d t h s  p l u s  p e r c e n t  ( 8 l . 4 2 f 0 )  o f  t h e  s t o r i e s  

c a n  be  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  h a v in g  a n  Unhappy B e g in n in g .

The r e s u D ts  o f  c l a s s i f y i n g  t h e  s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  

w i t h  Low G rade A v e rag e s  who a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  b y  t h e  s c h o o l  a u t h o r ­

i t i e s  t o  be  "p ro b lem "  s t u d e n t s  a r e  shown i n  T a b le  No. 3 .

TABLE NO. 3

CLASSIFICATION OP THE STORIES OP STUDENTS WITH LOW 
GRADE AVERAGE AND CONSIDERED BY SCHOOL AUTHORITIES TO BE 

"PROBLEM" STUDENTS (ACCORDING TO SYSTEM l )

S u b j e c t s
A B C D AtB CfD AfC BfD

S t o r i e s

21* 2 3 0 2 5 2 2 5

23* 1 5 1 0 6 1 2 5

25 1 1 0 5 2 5 1 6

27 1 2 0 4 3 4 1 6

29 0 1 0 6 1 6 0 7

31* 0 5 0 2 5 2 0 7

33 1 0 0 6 1 6 1 6

35 1 2 0 4 3 4 1 6

37* 3 2 0 2 5 2 3 4

39 0 3 0 4 3 4 0 J _
10 23 1 35 3 ^ 35- 11 59
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R e s u l t s  :

4 o f  10 s u b j e c t s  ( m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e i r  s t o r i e s  a r e  A o r  B) ( * )

10 o f  7 0  s t o r i e s s  Happy B e g in n in g ;  Happy E nd ing  (A)

24 o f  70  s t o r i e s :  Unhappy B e g in n in g s  Happy E n d in g  (B)

1 o f  70  s t o r i e s :  Happy B e g in n in g ;  Unhappy E nd in g  (C)

35 o f  7 0  s t o r i e s ;  Unhappy B e g in n in g ;  Unhappy E n d in g  (D)

34  o f  70  s t o r i e s :  Happy E nd ing  (AfB)

36 o f  70  s t o r i e s :  Unhappy E nd ing  (CfD)

11 o f  70  s t o r i e s ;  Happy B e g in n in g  (AfC)

59 o f  70  s t o r i e s :  Unhappy B e g in n in g  (B+D)

A c c o rd in g  t o  T a b le  No. 3 ,  t h e  r e s u l t s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  

o f  t h e  t e n  t e n t h - g r a d e  boy s ( w i th  Low Grade A v e rag e s  p lu s  

"p ro b le m " )  f o r t y  p e r c e n t  t o l d  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  s t o r i e s  t h a t  c an  

be c l a s s i f i e d  a s  h a v in g ;  Happy B e g in n in g ;  Happy E n d in g  o r  

Unhappy B e g in n in g ;  Happy E n d in g .  O nly  f o u r t e e n  and  tw e n ty  

e i ^ t  h u n d r e d th s  p lu s  p e r c e n t  ( l 4 . 2 8 t ^ )  o f  t h e  s t o r i e s  c a n  be 

c l a s s i f i e d  a s  h a v in g ;  Happy B e g in n in g ;  Happy E n d in g .  W h ereas ,  

t h i r t y  f o u r  and  tw e n ty  e i g h t  h u n d r e d th s  p lu s  p e r c e n t  ( 3 4 .2 8 ^ 0 )  

c a n  be  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  h a v in g  Unhappy B e g in n in g ;  Happy E n d in g .

One and  f o r t y - t w o  h u n d r e d th s  p l u s  p e r c e n t  ( l . 4 2 t ^ )  can  be c l a s s ­

i f i e d  a s  h a v in g  Happy B e g in n in g ;  Unhappy E n d in g  and  f i f t y  p e r ­

c e n t  ( 5 0 . 00^ )  o f  t h e  s t o r i e s  can  be c l a s s i f i e d  a s  h a v in g  Un­

hap p y  B e g in n in g ;  Unhappy E n d in g .  F o r t y  e i g h t  and  f i f t y  se v e n  

h u n d r e d th s  p l u s  p e r c e n t  ( 4 8 . 5 7 t ^ )  c a n  be  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  h a v in g  

a Happy E n d in g  and  f i f t y  one and  f o r t y  two h u n d r e d th s  p l u s  p e r ­

c e n t  ( 5 1 .4 2 f 0 )  o f  t h e  s t o r i e s  c a n  be c l a s s i f i e d  a s  h a v in g  an
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Unhappy E n d in g .  F i f t e e n  and  s e v e n ty - o n e  h u n d r e d th s  p l u s  p e r ­

c e n t  ( 1 5 . 71+0 ) c a n  be  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  h a v in g  a Happy B e g in n in g .  

W hereas ,  e i g h t y  f o u r  and tw e n ty  e i g h t  h u n d r e d th s  p lu s  p e r c e n t  

(8 4 .2 8 + 0 )  can  be  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  h a v in g  a n  Unhappy B e g in n in g .

The t o t a l s  o f  e a c h  g ro u p  a r e  b r o u g h t  t o g e t h e r  i n  

T a b le  No. 4 f o r  t h e  p u rp o se  o f  m aking a c o m p a r is o n .

TABLE NO. 4

SUMMARY OF THE CLASSIFICATION OF ALL STORIES 
(ACCORDING TO SYSTEM l )

A B C D A+B C+D AfC B+D

Groups s t o r i e s

HGA 8 36 3 23 44 26 11 59

LGA 9 32 4 25 4 l 29 13 57

LGA +”P r ." 10 24 1 35 34 36 11 59

A—Happy B e g in n in g ;  Happy E nd in g  

B—Unhappy B e g in n in g ;  Happy E nd ing  

C—Happy B e g in n in g ;  Unhappy E nd ing  

D—Unhappy B e g in n in g ;  Unhappy E nd ing  

A+B—Happy E nd ing  

C+D'—Unhappy E nd ing  

A+C—Happy B e g in n in g  

B+D—Unhappy B e g in n in g

T a b le  No. 4a shows a c o m p a r is o n  o f  t h e  t h r e e  g ro u p s  

_of s u b j e c t s  a s  t h e y  w ere  d i s t r i b u t e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  System  I .
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TABLE NO. 4A 

SUMMARY OF SUBJECTS (ACCORDING TO SYSTEM l )

"Groups O p t i m i s t i c  L ess  O p t i m i s t i c

HGA 7 3

LGA 5 5

L G A t-" P r ."  4 6

A c c o rd in g  t o  t h e  f i r s t  h y p o t h e s i s ,  i t  i s  e x p e c te d  

t h a t  t h e  s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  h i g h  g ra d e  a v e r a g e s  w i l l  

r e f l e c t  more o p t im ism  t h a n  t h e  s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w i th  

low g r a d e  a v e r a g e s .  T a b le  No. 4b  shows t h e  c o m p a r iso n s

TABLE NO. 4B

COMPARISON OF THE NUMBER OF SUBJECTS CLASSIFIED AS OPTIMISTIC 
AND LESS OPTIMISTIC IN THE HIGH GRADE AVERAGE GROUP AND THE LOW

GRADE AVERAGE GROUP

Groups O p t i m i s t i c  L ess  O p t i m i s t i c

H igh  Grade A verage  7 3

Low G rade A verage  5 5

____________________________________________________________ (P = . 2 4 ) _______________

S in c e  t h e  l e v e l  o f  p r o b a b i l i t y  e s t a b l i s h e d  by  t h e  

F i s h e r  E x a c t  P r o b a b i l i t y  T e s t  i s  g r e a t e r  t h a n  =05, i t  m ust be 

c o n c lu d e d  t h a t  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i s  n o t  s i g n i f i c a n t  and  t h e  f i r s t -  

h y p o t h e s i s  i s  n o t  c o n f i rm e d  by  t h i s  s t u d y .

The se co n d  h y p o t h e s i s  p r e d i c t s  t h a t  t h e  s t o r i e s  o f  

t h e  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  h i g h  g ra d e  a v e r a g e s  w i l l  r e f l e c t  more o p t i ­

mism t h a n  t h e  s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  low g ra d e  a v e r a g e s  

and  c o n s i d e r e d  by  t h e  s c h o o l  a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  be "p rob lem "
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s t u d e n t s .  U s in g  t h e  d a t a  i n  T a b le  No. 4a , t h e  F i s h e r  E x a c t  

P r o b a b i l i t y  T e s t  was a p p l i e d  and  t h e  r e s u l t s  a r e  shown i n  T ab le  

No. 4C.

TABLE NO. 4C

COMPARISON OF THE NUMBER OF SUBJECTS CLASSIFIED AS OPTIMISTIC 
AND LESS OPTIMISTIC IN THE HIGH GRADE AVERAGE GROUP AND THE 

LOW GRADE AVERAGE AND CONSIDERED BY THE SCHOOL AUTHORITIES TO
BE "PROBLEM STUDENTS GROUP

G roups O p t i m i s t i c  L ess  O p t i m i s t i c

H igh G rade A verage  7 3

Low G rade A verage  + " P r . "  4 6

__________________________________   (P  -  .1 5 )_

S in c e  t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  l e v e l  i s  g r e a t e r  t h a n  . 0 5 ,  i t  i s  c o n ­

c lu d e d  t h a t  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i s  n o t  s i g n i f i c a n t  and  t h e  h y p o th e ­

s i s  i s  n o t  s u p p o r t e d  b y  t h e  d a t a .

The t h i r d  h y p o t h e s i s  i s  t h a t  t h e  s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  s t u ­

d e n t s  w i t h  low g r a d e  a v e r a g e s  w i l l  r e f l e c t  more o p t im ism  th a n  

t h e  s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  low g ra d e  a v e r a g e s  and  c o n ­

s i d e r e d  b y  t h e  s c h o o l  a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  be "p rob lem " s t u d e n t s .

U s in g  t h e  d a t a  i n  T a b le  4A, t h e  F i s h e r  E x a c t  P r o b a b i l i t y  T e s t  

was a p p l i e d  and  t h e  r e s u l t s  a r e  shown i n  T a b le  No. 4D.

TABLE NO. 4D

COMPARISON 0F THE NUMBER OF SUBJECTS CLASSIFIED AS OPTIMISTIC 
AND LESS OPTIMISTIC IN THE LOW GRADE AVERAGE GROUP AND THE 

LOW GRADE AVERAGE AND CONSIDERED BY THE SCHOOL AUTHORITIES TO
BE "PROBLEM" STUDENTS GROUP

G roups O p t i m i s t i c  L ess  O p t i m i s t i c

Low G rade A verage  5 5

Low G rade A verage  -t " P r . " 4 6

___________________________________________________ (p = .3 1 )________
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As t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  p r o b a b i l i t y  i s  g r e a t e r  t h a n  .0 5 ,  i t  m ust 

be c o n c lu d e d  t h a t  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  h a s  no s i g n i f i c a n c e  and t h a t  

t h e  h y p o t h e s i s  i s  u n c o n f i rm e d .

The r e s u l t s  o f  c l a s s i f y i n g ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  second  

s y s te m ,  t h e  s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  H igh  G rade A v erages  

a r e  shown i n  T a b le  No. 5 ,

TABLE NO. 5

CLASSIFICATION OF THE STORIES OF THE STUDENTS WITH 
HIGH GRADE AVERAGES (ACCORDING TO SYSTEM I I )

E F G H E+F G+H EtG P+H

S u b j e c t s S t o r i e s

2* 4 2 0 1 6 1 4 3

4 * 4 1 0 2 5 2 4 3

6* 4 3 0 0 7 0 4 3

8* 4 1 0 2 5 2 4 3

10* 3 1 1 2 4 3 4 3

12 1 0 1 5 1 6 2 5

14 0 3 0 4 3 4 0 7

16* 3 2 1 1 5 2 4 3

18 1 2 0 4 3 4 1 6

20* 3 2 0 2 5 2 3 4
27 17 3 23 zpr 3TT ZRT

R e s u l t s  :

7 o f  10 s u b j e c t s  ( m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e i r  s t o r i e s  a r e  E o r  P )  (* )  

27 o f  7 0  s t o r i e s :  Some E f f o r t ;  Some A chievem ent (E )

17 o f  70  s t o r i e s :  Some E f f o r t ;  No A ch ievem ent ( p )

3 o f  7 0  s t o r i e s ;  No E f f o r t :  Some A chievem ent (G)
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23 o f  70  s t o r i e s  s No E f f o r t s  No A ch ievem en t (H)

44 o f  7 0  s t o r i e s s  Some E f f o r t  (E tF )

26 o f  7 0  s t o r i e s  s No E f f o r t  (G+-H)

30  o f  JO s t o r i e s Î Seme A ch ievem ent (E+G)

40 o f  7 0  s t o r i e s :  No A ch ievem en t (P+H)

A c c o rd in g  t o  T a b le  No. 5» t h e  r e s u l t s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  

o f  t h e  t e n  t e n t h - g r a d e  bo y s  ( w i th  H igh G rade A v e ra g e s )  s e v e n t y  

p e r c e n t  ( 70^ )  t o l d  a m a j o r i t y  o f  s t o r i e s  t h a t  c a n  be c l a s s i f i e d  

a s  d e p i c t i n g :  Some E f f o r t ;  Some A chievem en t o r  Some E f f o r t ;

No A c h iev e m e n t.  T h i r t y  e i g h t  an d  f i f t y  s e v e n  h u n d r e d th s  p l u s  

p e r c e n t  ( 3 8 . 57+0 ) o f  t h e  s t o r i e s  c an  be c l a s s i f i e d  a s  d e p i c t ­

i n g  Some E f f o r t ;  Some A ch ievem en t.  T w enty  f o u r  and  tw e n ty  

e i g h t  h u n d r e d th s  p l u s  p e r c e n t  (2 4 .2 8 + 0 )  o f  t h e  s t o r i e s  c a n  be 

c l a s s i f i e d  a s  d e p i c t i n g :  Some E f f o r t ;  No A c h iev e m e n t.  O nly  

f o u r  and  tw e n ty  e i g h t  h u n d r e d th s  p l u s  p e r c e n t  (4 .2 8 + 0 )  o f  t h e  

s t o r i e s  c a n  be  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  d e p i c t i n g :  No E f f o r t ,  Some A c h ie v e ­

m e n t .  W h ereas , t h i r t y  two and e i g h t y  f i v e  h u n d r e d th s  p lu s  p e r ­

c e n t  ( 3 2 . 85+0 ) o f  t h e  s t o r i e s  c a n  be  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  d e p i c t i n g s  

No E f f o r t ;  No A c h iev e m e n t.  S i x t y  two and  e i g h t y  f i v e  h u n d r e d ­

t h s  p lu s  p e r c e n t  ( 6 2 . 85 f 0 ) o f  t h e  s t o r i e s  c an  be c l a s s i f i e d  a s  

d e p i c t i n g :  Some E f f o r t .  T h i r t y  s e v e n  and  f o u r t e e n  h u n d r e d th s  

p l u s  p e r c e n t  ( 3 7 . 1^+0 ) o f  t h e  s t o r i e s  c a n  be  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  

d e p i c t i n g :  No E f f o r t .  F o r t y  two and  e i g h t y  f i v e  h u n d r e d th s  

p l u s  p e r c e n t  (4 2 .8 5 + 0 )  o f  t h e  s t o r i e s  c a n  be  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  d e ­

p i c t i n g :  Some A ch iev em en t.  F i f t y  s e v e n  and f o u r t e e n  h u n d r e d th s  

p lu s  p e r c e n t  (5 7 -1 4 + 0 )  o f  t h e  s t o r i e s  c a n  be  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  d e ­

p i c t i n g  : No A c h ie v e m e n t .
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C l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w i th  

Low G rade A v e rag es  a r e  shown i n  T a b le  No. 6 .

TABLE NO. 6

CLASSIFICATIONS OF THE STORIES OF THE STUDENTS WITH 
LOW GRADE AVERAGES (ACCORDING TO SYSTEM I I )

E F G H E+F G+H E+G FfH

S u b j e c t s S t o r i e s

1 3 0 0 4 3 4 3 4

3 1 1 2 3 2 5 3 4

5* 3 1 0 3 4 3 3 4

7 0 1 1 5 1 6 1 6

9* 5 0 0 2 5 2 5 2

11* 3 1 0 3 4 3 3 4

13 2 0 0 5 2 5 2 5

15 0 1 0 6 1 6 0 7

17 2 1 1 3 3 4 3 4

19 3
22

0
T ~

0
n r

4
3 8 ^ 5 8 "

4
45 -

4
W ~

R e s u l t s  :

3 o f  10 s u b j e c t s  ( m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e i r  s t o r i e s  a r e  E o r  F) (* )  

22 o f  7 0  s t o r i e s :  Some E f f o r t ;  Some A chievem ent (E)

6 o f  7 0  s t o r i e s :  Some E f f o r t ;  No A ch ievem ent ( f )

4 o f  7 0  s t o r i e s :  No E f f o r t ;  Some A chievem ent ( g )

38  o f  7 0  s t o r i e s ;  No E f f o r t ;  No A ch ievem ent (H)

28 o f  7 0  s t o r i e s :  Some E f f o r t  (E fF )

42 o f  7 0  s t o r i e s :  No E f f o r t  (G+H)

26 o f  7 0  s t o r i e s :  Some A ch ievem en t (EfG)
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44 o f  7 0  s t o r i e s  s No A ch ievem ent (PfH)

A c c o rd in g  t o  T a b le  No. 6 ,  t h e  r e s u l t s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  

o f  t h e  t e n  t e n t h - g r a d e  boys ( w i th  Low Grade A v e ra g e s )  o n ly  

t h i r t y  p e r c e n t  ( 3 0 . OC^) t o l d  a m a j o r i t y  o f  s t o r i e s  t h a t  c a n  

be  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  d e p ic t i n g s ,  Some E f f o r t ;  Some A ch ievem en t o r  

Some E f f o r t ;  No A ch iev e m e n t.  T h i r t y  one and f o r t y  two h u n ­

d r e d t h s  p l u s  p e r c e n t  (3 1 .4 2 + 0 )  o f  t h e  s t o r i e s  c an  be c l a s s i ­

f i e d  a s  d e p i c t i n g :  Some E f f o r t ;  Some A ch ievem en t. O nly  e i g h t  

and  f i f t y  s e v e n  h u n d r e d th s  p l u s  p e r c e n t  ( 8 . 57+0 ) o f  t h e  s t o r i e s  

c a n  be  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  d e p i c t i n g :  Some E f f o r t ;  No A ch ievem en t.  

O nly  f i v e  and  s e v e n t y  one h u n d r e d th s  p lu s  p e r c e n t  ( 5 .7 1 + 0 )  o f  

t h e  s t o r i e s  c a n  be c l a s s i f i e d  a s  d e p i c t i n g :  No E f f o r t ,  Some 

A ch iev e m e n t,  F i f t y  f o u r  and  tw e n ty  e i g h t  h u n d r e d th s  p l u s  p e r ­

c e n t  ( 5 4 . 28+0 ) o f  t h e  s t o r i e s  can  be c l a s s i f i e d  a s  d e p i c t i n g :

No E f f o r t ;  No A c h iev e m e n t.  F o r t y  p e r c e n t  (4 0 0 )  o f  t h e  s t o r i e s  

c a n  be  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  d e p i c t i n g :  Some E f f o r t .  S i x t y  p e r c e n t  

(6 o 0 )  o f  t h e  s t o r i e s  c an  be  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  d e p i c t i n g :  No E f ­

f o r t ,  T h i r t y  s e v e n  and  f o u r t e e n  h u n d r e d th s  p lu s  p e r c e n t  (37° 

l 4 f 0 )  o f  t h e  s t o r i e s  c a n  be c l a s s i f i e d  a s  d e p i c t i n g ;  Some 

A c h ie v e m e n t.  S i x t y  two and e i g h t y  f i v e  h u n d r e d th s  p l u s  p e r ­

c e n t  ( 6 2 . 85+0 ) o f  t h e  s t o r i e s  c a n  be c l a s s i f i e d  a s  d e p i c t i n g :

No A c h ie v e m e n t .

The r e s p l t s  o f  c l a s s i f y i n g  th e  s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  

w i t h  Low G rade A v e rag es  who a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  by  t h e  s c h o o l  a u t h o r ­

i t i e s  t o  be  "p ro b lem "  s t u d e n t s  a r e  shown i n  T a b le  No. 7 ,
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TABLE NO. 7

CLASSIFICATION OP THE STORIES OF THE STUDENTS WITH LOW GRADE 
AVERAGES AND CONSIDERED BY THE SCHOOL AUTHORITIES TO BE 

"PROBLEM" STUDENTS ( ACCORDING TO SYSTEM I I )

E F G H E+F G+H E+G F+H

Subjects Stories

21 3 0 0 4 3 4 3 4

23 1 1 0 5 2 5 1 6

25 2 0 0 5 2 5 2 5

27 1 1 0 5 2 5 1 6

29 0 1 0 6 1 6 0 7
31* 4 0 0 3 4 3 4 3
33 1 2 0 4 3 4 1 6

35* 3 1 0 3 4 3 3 4

37 2 0 0 5 2 5 2 5

39 1
ÏH~

0
- 5 -

1
1 55“

1
24-

6
W

2
19 51“

R e s u l t s  :

2 o f  10 s u b j e c t s  ( m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e i r  s t o r i e s  a r e  E o r  F )  (* )

18 o f  7 0  s t o r i e s :  Some E f f o r t ;  Some A ch ievem en t (E )

6 o f  7 0  s t o r i e s :  Some E f f o r t ;  No A ch ievem en t (F )

1 o f  70  s t o r i e s :  No E f f o r t ;  Some A chievem ent ( g )

45 o f  7 0  s t o r i e s :  No E f f o r t ;  No A ch ievem ent (H)

24 o f  7 0  s t o r i e s ;  Some E f f o r t  (E+F)

46 o f  70  s t o r i e s :  No E f f o r t  (G+H)

19 o f  70  s t o r i e s :  Some A chievem ent (E+G)

51 o f  70  s t o r i e s :  No A ch ievem ent (F+H)
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A c c o rd in g  t o  T a b le  No. 7 ,  t h e  r e s u l t s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  

o f  t h e  t e n  t e n t h - g r a d e  bo y s  ( w i th  Low G rade A v e rag e s  and  c o n ­

s i d e r e d  by  t h e  s c h o o l  a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  be "p ro b lem "  s t u d e n t s )  

o n l y  tw e n ty  p e r c e n t  (2 0 ^ )  t o l d  a m a j o r i t y  o f  s t o r i e s  t h a t  c an  

be  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  d e p i c t i n g :  Some E f f o r t ;  Some A ch ievem en t o r  

Some E f f o r t ;  No A ch iev em en t.  Tw enty  f i v e  and  s e v e n t y  one h u n ­

d r e d t h s  p l u s  p e r c e n t  (25= 71+ ^) o f  t h e  s t o r i e s  c an  be c l a s s i ­

f i e d  a s  d e p i c t i n g :  Some E f f o r t ;  Some A c h iev e m e n t.  E i g h t  and  

f i f t y  s e v e n  h u n d r e d th s  p l u s  p e r c e n t  ( 8 .5 7 + ^ )  o f  th e  s t o r i e s  

c a n  be c l a s s i f i e d  a s  d e p i c t i n g :  Some E f f o r t ;  No A c h iev em en t.

O n ly  one and  f o r t y  two h u n d r e d th s  p l u s  p e r c e n t  ( l . 4 2 f ^ )  o f  t h e  

s t o r i e s  c a n  be  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  d e p i c t i n g :  No E f f o r t ;  Some A c h ie v e ­

m e n t .  S i x t y  f o u r  and  tw e n ty  e i g h t  h u n d r e d th s  p l u s  p e r c e n t  

( 6 4 . 2 8 t # )  o f  t h e  s t o r i e s  c a n  be  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  d e p i c t i n g :  No 

E f f o r t ;  No A ch iev e m e n t.  T h i r t y  f o u r  and  tw e n ty  e i g h t  h u n d r e d ­

t h s  p l u s  p e r c e n t  (3^.28+J^) o f  t h e  s t o r i e s  c a n  be c l a s s i f i e d  

a s  d e p i c t i n g :  Some E f f o r t .  S i x t y  f i v e  and  s e v e n t y  one h u n ­

d r e d t h s  p l u s  p e r c e n t  (6 5 .7 1 + ^ )  o f  t h e  s t o r i e s  c a n  be  c l a s s i ­

f i e d  a s  d e p i c t i n g :  No E f f o r t .  T w enty  s e v e n  and  f o u r t e e n  h u n -  

d r e t h s  p l u s  p e r c e n t  (2 7 .1 4 + 0 )  o f  t h e  s t o r i e s  c an  be c l a s s i f i e d  

a s  d e p i c t i n g :  Some A ch iev e m e n t.  S e v e n ty  two and  e i g h t y  f i v e  

h u n d r e d th s  p l u s  p e r c e n t  (7 2 .8 5 + 0 )  o f  t h e  s t o r i e s  c a n  be c l a s s ­

i f i e d  a s  d e p i c t i n g ;  No A c h iev em en t.

The t o t a l s  o f  e a c h  g ro u p  a r e  b ro u g h t  t o g e t h e r  i n  T a b le  

No. 8 f o r  t h e  p u rp o se  o f  m ak ing  a c o m p a r is o n ;
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TABLE NO. 8

SUMMARY OP THE CLASSIPICATIOÎ OF ALL STORIES 
(ACCORDING TO SYSTEM I I )

E P G H E+P GfH EfG P+H

G roups S t o r i e s

HGA 27 17 3 23 44 26 30 40

LGA 22 6 4 38 28 42 26 44

LGA + " P r . " 18 6 1 45 24 46 19 51

E — Some A c h iev em en t;  Some E f f o r t

P —No A c h iev em en t;  Some E f f o r t

G—Some A ch iev e m e n t;  No E f f o r t

H—No A c h iev em en t;  No E f f o r t

E+P— Some E f f o r t

GtH—No E f f o r t

EfG— Some A chievem ent

PfH —No A ch ievem en t

T a b le  No. BA shows a c o m p a r is o n  o f  t h e  t h r e e  g ro u p s  

o f  s u b j e c t s  a s  t h e y  w ere  d i s t r i b u t e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  S ys tem  I I .

TABLE NO. BA 

SUMMARY OP SUBJECTS (ACCORDING TO SYSTEM I I )

________ Groups______________ E f f o r t _______ L ess  E f f o r t ______________

HGA 7 3

LGA 3 7

LGAf " P r . "  2 8
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A c c o rd in g  t o  t h e  f o u r t h  h y p o t h e s i s ,  i t  i s  e x p e c te d  

t h a t  t h e  s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  h ig h  g ra d e  a v e r a g e s  

w i l l  d e p i c t  more c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  e f f o r t  a s  r e l a t e d  t o  a c h i e v e ­

m ent t h a n  t h e  s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  low g ra d e  a v e r a g e s .

TABLE NO. 8B

COMPARISON OP THE NUMBER OP SUBJECTS CLASSIPIED AS CONSCIOUS 
AND LESS CONSCIOUS OP EPPORT IN THE HIG-K GRADE AVERAGE 

GROUP AND THE LOW GRADE AVERAGE GROUP

G roups C o n sc io u s  o f  E f f o r t  L e ss  C o n sc io u s
  o f  E f f o r t ________

H igh Grade A verage  7 3

Low Grade A verage  3 7

 :__________________________________________________ (p  = -07 )

A lth o u g h  t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  i s  n o t  e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  t h e  .05  l e v e l  

a n d  t h e  f o u r t h  h y p o t h e s i s  i s  n o t  c o n f i r m e d ,  i t  s h o u ld  be  n o te d  

t h a t  i t  d o e s  a p p ro a c h  t h a t  l e v e l  o f  p r o b a b i l i t y  and  a l a r g e r  

s a m p l in g  m ig h t  c o n f i r m  t h e  h y p o t h e s i s .

The f i f t h  h y p o t h e s i s  p r e d i c t s  t h a t  th e  s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  

s t u d e n t s  w i t h  h i g h  g r a d e  a v e r a g e s  w i l l  d e p i c t  more c o n s c i o u s ­

n e s s  o f  e f f o r t  a s  r e l a t e d  t o  a c h ie v e m e n t  t h a n  t h e  s t o r i e s  o f  

t h e  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  low g ra d e  a v e r a g e s  and c o n s i d e r e d  b y  th e  

s c h o o l  a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  be "p ro b lem " s t u d e n t s .  U s in g  th e  d a ta  

i n  T a b le  No. 8A, t h e  l e v e l  o f  p r o b a b i l i t y  i s  c a l c u l a t e d  and 

t h e  r e s u l t s  a r e  shown i n  T a b le  No. 8C .



TABLE NO. 80

COMPARISON OF THE NUITBER OF SUBJECTS CLASSIPIED AS CONSCIOUS 
OF EFFORT AND LESS CONSCIOUS OP EFFORT IN THE HIGH GRADE AVERAGE 
GROUP AND THE LOW GRADE AVERAGE AND CONSIDERED BY THE SCHOOL 

AUTHORITIES TO BE "PROBLEM" STUDENTS GROUP

G roups C o n sc io u s  o f  E f f o r t  L ess  C o n sc io u s
 o f  E f f o r t __________

High G rade A verage  7 3

Low G rade A v e rag e -f -"P r .  " 2 8

 (P- = .03)  .
The l e v e l  o f  p r o b a b i l i t y  e s t a b l i s h e d  i s  l e s s  t h a n  .0 5 .  

T h e r e f o r e ,  i t  i s  c o n c lu d e d  t h a t  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  

and t h e  h y p o t h e s i s  i s  c o n f i rm e d .

The s i x t h  h y p o t h e s i s  i s  t h a t  t h e  s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  s t u ­

d e n t s  w i t h  low g ra d e  a v e r a g e s  w i l l  d e p i c t  more c o n s c i o u s n e s s  

o f  e f f o r t  a s  r e l a t e d  t o  a c h ie v e m e n t  t h a n  t h e  s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  

s t u d e n t s  w i t h  low g ra d e  a v e r a g e s  and  c o n s i d e r e d  by  t h e  s c h o o l  

a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  be "p rob lem "  s t u d e n t s .  U s in g  t h e  d a ta  i n  T a b le  

No. 8A, t h e  l e v e l  o f  p r o b a b i l i t y  i s  c a l c u l a t e d  and  t h e  r e s u l t s  

a r e  shown i n  T a b le  No. 8D.

TABLE NO. 8D

COMPARISON OF THE NUMBER OF SUBJECTS CLASSIFIED AS CONSCIOUS 
OF EFFORT AND LESS CONSCIOUS OF EFFORT IN THE LOW GRADE AVERAGE 

GROUP AND THE LOW GRADE AVERAGE AND CONSIDERED BY THE SCHOOL 
AUTHORITIES TO BE "PROBLEM" STUDENTS GROUP

Groups C o n sc io u s  o f  E f f o r t  L ess  C o n sc io u s
 ______  o f  E f f o r t ________

Low G rade A verage  3 7

Low Grade A verage  f  " P r . " 2 8

(p  = .3 4 )
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The p r o b a b i l i t y  e s t a b l i s h e d  i s  n o t  s i g n i f i c a n t  and  t h e  h y p o t h e s i s  

I s  n o t  c o n f i rm e d .

The r e s u l t s  o f  c l a s s i f y i n g ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  t h i r d  

s y s te m ,  t h e  s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  H igh  G rade A verag es  

a r e  shown i n  T a b le  No. 9 .

TABLE NO. 9

COMPARISON OP THE NUMBER OF WORDS USED FOR EACH STORY 
BY EACH SUBJECT IN THE HIGH GRADE AVERAGE GROUP

3BM
P i c t u r e s  

6BM 7BM 8BM 9BM 17BM 18BM T o t a l s

S u b j e c t s Words Used

2* 240 403 429 375 277 380 317 2421

4* 150 166 220 258 272 268 415 1749

6* 133 173 154 145 155 109 124 993

8* 35 89 116 119 107 73 7 0 609

10* 112 47 119 78 112 118 139 725

12* 83 136 118 93 93 84 118 725

14* 334 205 187 2 4 l 500 149 220 1836

1Ô* 93 137 111 148 130 113 146 878

18* 94 131 154 114 93 117 121 824

20* 116 i 6Q 162 107 168 224 1105
1390 1655 1770 167B 1B9 B 1579 1894 11865

*10 o f  10 s u b j e c t s  u s e d  more t h a n  500  w o rd s ._____________________

One h u n d re d  p e r c e n t  (lOOÇé) o f  t h e  s u b j e c t s  i n  t h e  h i g h  

g ra d e  a v e r a g e  g ro u p  u s e d  more t h a n  f i v e  h u n d re d  w o rd s  i n  t h e  

t e l l i n g  o f  t h e i r  s e v e n  s t o r i e s .

C l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w i th  

Low G rade A v e rag es  a r e  shown i n  T a b le  No. 1 0 .
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TABLE NO. 10

COMPARISON OF THE NUMBER OF WORDS USED FOR EACH STORY BY 
EACH SUBJECT IN THE LOW GRADE AIŒRAGE GROUP

3BM 6bm
P i c t u r e s  

7BM 8BM 9BM 17BM I 8BM T o t a l s

S u b j e c t s Words Used

1 42 64 51 57 58 59 48 379

3* 120 211 175 225 137 251 273 1392

5* 91 113 90 114 163 95 163 829

7 38 112 121 69 78 69 13 500

9* 147 256 247 418 180 329 356 1933

11* 60 82 96 76 104 75 95 588

13 36 43 78 63 48 53 45 366

15* 94 135 96 88 70 82 59 624

17 44 41 56 42 47 53 50 333

19 66
6 3 8 -

61
l l l B

55
1065

43
1195

48
983

72
1138

62
1154

407
7351

*5 o f 10 s u b j e c t s  u se d more t h a n  500  w o rd s .

F i f t y  p e r c e n t ( 50^^ o f  t h e s u b j e c t s i n  t h e low g ra d e

a v e r a g e  grou p  u se d  m ore th a n  f i v e  hundred  w ord s in  th e  t e l l i n g  

o f  t h e i r  s e v e n  s t o r i e s .

The r e s u l t s  o f  c l a s s i f y i n g ,  a c c o r d in g  t o  th e  t h ir d  

s y s te m , th e  s t o r i e s  o f  th e  s tu d e n t s  w ith  low  g ra d e  a v e r a g e s  

and c o n s id e r e d  b y  th e  s c h o o l  a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  be "problem"  

s tu d e n t s  a r e  shown in  T a b le  No. 1 1 ,
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TABLE NO. 11

COMPARISON OF THE NUMBER OF WORDS USED FOR EACH STORY BY EACH 
SUBJECT IN THE LOW GRADE AVERAGE AND CONSIDERED BY THE 

SCHOOL AUTHORITIES TO BE "PROBLEM" STUDENTS

3BM 6BM
P i c t u r e s  

7BM 8BM 9BM 17BM 18BM T o t a l s

S u b j e c t s Words Used

21* 59 142 l4 2 l 4 l 102 137 171 894

23 34 79 49 49 79 62 90 442

25 37 49 l 4 43 45 24 50 262

27 55 80 77 73 54 69 52 460

29 30 44 49 51 45 55 40 314

31* 48 73 121 78 68 148 173 709

33 72 70 62 53 55 51 53 4 l6

35 30 25 26 18 26 19 26 170

37 62 43 39 50 43 54 44 335

39
457 s i l a a s ü

24
723 4127

*2 o f  10 s u b j e c t s  u s e d  more t h a n  500  w o rd s ._____________________

O nly  tw e n ty  p e r c e n t  (2 0 ^ )  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t s  i n  t h e  low 

g ra d e  a v e r a g e  and c o n s i d e r e d  by  t h e  s c h o o l  a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  be 

"p rob lem " s t u d e n t s  g ro u p  u se d  more th a n  f i v e  h u n d re d  ( 5 0 0 ) 

w o rd s  i n  t h e  t e l l i n g  o f  t h e i r  se v en  s t o r i e s .

The t o t a l s  o f  e a c h  g ro u p  a r e  b r o u g h t  t o g e t h e r  i n  

T a b le  No. 12.

F i f t y  one and  f o u r  h u n d r e d th s  p lu s  p e r c e n t  ( 5 1 .0 4 t ^ )  

o f  a l l  w ords u se d  i n  a l l  t h e  s t o r i e s  w ere  u s e d  by  t h e  s t u d e n t s  

w i t h  h ig h  g ra d e  a v e r a g e s .  T h i r t y  one and  n i n e t e e n  h u n d r e d th s



TABLE NO. 12

SUMMARY OF STORIES (ACCORDING TO SYSTEM I I I )

3BM 6BM 7BM
P i c t u r e s  

8BM 9BM 17BM I 8BM T o t a l s A verage  A verage  
p e r  p e r  

S tu d e n t  S tu d e n t
G roups Words Used

HGA 1390 1656 1770 1678 1898 1579 1894  11865 1 1 8 6 .5 1 6 9 .5 0 0

LGA 638 1118 1065 1195 933 1138 1164 7251 7 2 5 .1 10 3 .5 8 5
LGA "Pr ."4 5 7

2S85-
642 6 l 4

3449
506

3379
542

3373
643

3360
723  4127 

37WI 23Sî43
4 1 2 .7 5 8 .9 5 7
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p lu s  p e r c e n t  o f  a l l  w ords u se d  in  a l l  th e  s t o r i e s  w ere u se d  

by th e  s t u d e n t s  w ith  low  grad e a v e r a g e s .  O nly s e v e n te e n  and 

s e v e n ty  f i v e  h u n d r ed th s  p lu s  p e r c e n t  (1 7 .7 5 + ^ )  o f  a l l  w ords  

u se d  in  a l l  th e  s t o r i e s  w ere u se d  by th e  s t u d e n t s  w it h  low  

g ra d e  a v e r a g e s  and c o n s id e r e d  b y  th e  s c h o o l  a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  be 

"prob lem ” s t u d e n t s .

The r e s u l t s  o f  c l a s s i f y i n g  th e  s u b j e c t s ,  a c c o r d in g  

t o  th e  t h ir d  s y s te m , a r e  shown in  T a b le  N o. 12A.

TABLE NO. 12A 

SUMMARY OP SUBJECTS (ACCORDING TO SYSTEM I I I )

Grou ps V e r b a l L ess  V e r b a l

HGA

LGA

LGA t " P r ."

10

5

2

0

5

8

A cco rd in g  t o  th e  s e v e n th  h y p o t h e s i s ,  i t  i s  e x p e c te d  

t h a t  th e  s t o r i e s  o f  th e  s tu d e n t s  w ith  h ig h  g ra d e  a v e r a g e s  w i l l  

d e n o te  g r e a t e r  v e r b a l i z a t i o n  th a n  th e  s t o r i e s  o f  th e  s tu d e n t s  

w ith  low  g ra d e  a v e r a g e s .  U s in g  th e  d a ta  i n  T a b le  N o. 12A, a 

co m p a r iso n  i s  made and shown in  T a b le  N o, 12B .

TABLE NO. 12B

COMPARISON OP THE NUMBER OP SUBJECTS CLASSIPIED AS VERBAL AND 
LESS VERBAL IN THE HIGH GRADE AVERAGE GROUP AND IN THE

LOW GRADE AVERAGE GROUP

Groups V e r b a l L ess  V e r b a l

H igh Grade A verage  

Low Grade A verage

10

5

0

5

(p  = . 0 1 6 )
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S in c e  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  l e v e l  o f  p r o b a b i l i t y  i s  l e s s  t h a n  .0 5 ,  

i t  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  be s i g n i f i c a n t .  The h y p o t h e s i s  i s  t h u s  

c o n f i r m e d .

A c c o rd in g  t o  t h e  e i g h t h  h y p o t h e s i s ,  i t  i s  e x p e c te d  

t h a t  t h e  s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  h i g h  g r a d e  a v e r a g e s  

w i l l  d e n o te  g r e a t e r  v e r b a l i z a t i o n  t h a n  t h e  s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  s t u ­

d e n t s  w i t h  low g ra d e  a v e r a g e s  and  c o n s i d e r e d  b y  th e  s c h o o l  

a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  be "p ro b lem "  s t u d e n t s .  U s in g  t h e  d a t a  from  

T a b le  No. ISA, a c o m p a r is o n  i s  made and  shown i n  T a b le  No. ISC.

TABIE NO. 130

COMPARISON OP THE NUMBER OP SUBJECTS CLASSIPIED AS VERBAL AND 
LESS VERBAL IN THE HIGH GRADE AVERAGE GROUP AND THE LOW 

GRADE AVERAGE AND CONSIDERED BY THE SCHOOL AUTHORITIES 
TO BE "PROBLEM" STUDENTS GROUP

Groups V e r b a l L ess  V e r b a l

H igh  Grade A verage 10 0

Low Grade A verage f " P r ." S 8

(p  = .0 0 0 3 5 )

S in c e  t h e  l e v e l  o f  p r o b a b i l i t y  i s  .0 0 0 3 5  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  

i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  and  t h e  e i g h t h  h y p o t h e s i s  i s  c o n f i r m e d .

A c c o rd in g  t o  t h e  n i n t h  h y p o t h e s i s ,  i t  i s  e x p e c te d  t h a t  

t h e  s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  low g r a d e  a v e r a g e s  w i l l  d e ­

n o t e  g r e a t e r  v e r b a l i z a t i o n  t h a n  t h e  s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  

w i t h  low g ra d e  a v e r a g e s  and  c o n s i d e r e d  b y  t h e  s c h o o l  a u t h o r ­

i t i e s  t o  be "p ro b lem "  s t u d e n t s .  U s in g  t h e  d a t a  f ro m  T a b le  No. 

ISA , a c o m p a r is o n  i s  made and  shown i n  T a b le  No. ISD.
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TABLE NO. 12D

COMPARISON OP THE NUMBER OF SUBJECTS CLASSIFIED AS VERBAL AND 
LESS VERBAL IN THE LOW GRADE AVERAGE GROUP AND THE LOW 

GRADE AVERAGE AND CONSIDERED BY THE SCHOOL AUTHORITIES 
TO BE "PROBLEM" STUDENTS GROUP

Groups V e rb a l L ess  V e r b a l

Low Grade A verage 5 5

Low Grade A verage  + " P r . " 2 8

(p  = .1 4 )

S in c e  t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  e s t a b l i s h e d  i s  g r e a t e r  t h a n  .0 5 ,  

t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i s  n o t  s i g n i f i c a n t  and  t h e  n i n t h  h y p o t h e s i s  i s  

u n c o n f i rm e d  b y  t h i s  s t u d y .



CHAPTER V 

DISCUSSION OP RESULTS

T h is  s t u d y  was d e s ig n e d  t o  s e c u r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  

t h e  p r e s e n t  p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  some a c a d e m ic a l l y  s u c c e s s f u l ,  a c a ­

d e m i c a l l y  u n s u c c e s s f u l ,  and  a c a d e m i c a l l y  u n s u c c e s s f u l  s t u d e n t s  

who a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  b y  t h e  s c h o o l  a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  be  "p rob lem "  

s t u d e n t s .  A l th o u g h  c o g n iz a n t  o f  t h e  d a n g e r  when c o n f r o n t e d  

w i t h  so  much m a t e r i a l ,  o f  q u a n t i f y i n g  and  c a t e g o r i z i n g  t o  an  

e x tre m e  and  becom ing e l e m e n t a r i s t i c ,  a s  p o i n t e d  o u t  by  W itk in  

( 1 9 5 4 ) ,  i t  was n e c e s s a r y  t o  c o n f i n e  t h e  s t u d y  t o  c e r t a i n  c h a r ­

a c t e r i s t i c s .  F o r  t h i s  p u rp o se  sy s te m s  w ere  d e v i s e d  t o  c l a s s i ­

f y  t h e  s u b j e c t s  a s  o p t i m i s t i c  o r  l e s s  o p t i m i s t i c ,  c o n s c io u s  

o f  e f f o r t  r e l a t e d  t o  a c h ie v e m e n t  o r  l e s s  c o n s c io u s  o f  e f f o r t  

r e l a t e d  t o  a c h ie v e m e n t  and  v e r b a l  o r  l e s s  v e r b a l .

C o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  e x p e c t a t i o n s  e x p r e s s e d  i n  t h e  f i r s t  

t h r e e  h y p o th e s e s  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  System  I  ( O p t i m i s t i c  o r  L ess 

O p t i m i s t i c ) ,  no s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  w ere  d e m o n s t r a te d  b e ­

tw een  t h e  g ro u p  w i t h  t h e  h ig h  g r a d e  a v e r a g e s ,  t h e  g ro u p  w i th  

t h e  low g ra d e  a v e r a g e s ,  and  t h e  g ro u p  w i t h  t h e  low g r a d e  a v e ­

r a g e s  and c o n s i d e r e d  b y  t h e  s c h o o l  a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  be  "p ro b lem "  

s t u d e n t s .  A l th o u g h  t h e  t a b l e s  o f  t h e  s t o r i e s  c l a s s i f i e d

41
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a c c o r d i n g  t o  System  I  i n d i c a t e d  a s l i g h t  t r e n d  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  

h y p o t h e s i z e d ,  no s i g n i f i c a n c e  c o u ld  he  p ro v ed  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  

when t h e  s u b j e c t s  w e re  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  O p t i m i s t i c  o r  L ess  O p t i ­

m i s t i c .  A l th o u g h  t h e  h y p o th e s e s  w ere  n o t  c o n f i r m e d ,  i t  i s  

i m p o r t a n t  t o  know t h a t  t h e r e  a p p e a re d  t o  be no s i g n i f i c a n t  

d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e  o p t im ism  o f  t h e  t h r e e  g r o u p s .  I t  m ig h t  

be  n o t e d  t h a t  i n  H o r r a l l ' s  ( 1957 , p .  39 )  s t u d y  o f  s t u d e n t s  

w i t h  H igh  IQ and  a v e r a g e  IQ r e p o r t e d  s i m i l a r  f i n d i n g s  e x p r e s s e d  

a s  f o l l o w s ;

"The e x p e r i m e n t a l  s u b j e c t s  (U pper 4 ^ )  d i d  ch o o se  
a  more o p t i m i s t i c  e n d in g  b u t  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i s  s m a l l  
enough  t o  be a c h a n c e  d i f f e r e n c e  a t  t h e  .3 2 5  l e v e l  o f  
c o n f i d e n c e . "

W ith  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  t h r e e  h y p o th e s e s  b a s e d  on System  

I I  (C o n s c io u s  o f  E f f o r t  o r  L ess  C o n sc io u s  o f  E f f o r t ) ,  t h e  d i f ­

f e r e n c e  b e tw ee n  t h e  g ro u p  w i t h  h ig h  g ra d e  a v e r a g e s  and  t h e  

g ro u p  w i t h  t h e  low g r a d e  a v e r a g e s  was n o t  s i g n i f i c a n t  a l t h o u g h  

i t  a p p ro a c h e d  t h e  .0 5  l e v e l  o f  p r o b a b i l i t y .  The t r e n d  o f  t h e  

d i f f e r e n c e  c o n t in u e d  when t h e  g ro u p  w i t h  t h e  h ig h  g ra d e  a v e ­

r a g e s  was com pared  t o  t h e  g ro u p  w i t h  low g r a d e  a v e r a g e s  and  

c o n s i d e r e d  b y  t h e  s c h o o l  a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  be "p ro b lem "  s t u d e n t s  

and  t h e  f i f t h  h y p o t h e s i s  was c o n f i r m e d .  The number o f  s t u ­

d e n t s  who d e p i c t e d  Some E f f o r t  i n  a m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e i r  s t o r i e s  

d e c r e a s e d  i n  t h e  g ro u p  w i t h  low g r a d e  a v e r a g e s ,  and  d e c r e a s e d  

f u r t h e r  i n  t h e  g ro u p  w i t h  t h e  low g ra d e  a v e r a g e s  and  c o n s i d e r e d  

b y  t h e  s c h o o l  a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  be "p ro b lem "  s t u d e n t s .  The s c a n t  

d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw ee n  t h e  g ro u p  w i t h  t h e  low g r a d e  a v e r a g e s  and  

t h e  g ro u p  w i t h  low g r a d e  a v e r a g e s  and c o n s i d e r e d  b y  t h e  s c h o o l
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a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  be  " p ro b le m ” s t u d e n t s  w ould  n o t  w a r r a n t  f u r t h e r  

a t t e n t i o n .

W ith  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  t h r e e  h y p o th e s e s  b a s e d  on  System  

I I I  ( V e r b a l  o r  L ess  V e r b a l ) ,  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw e e n  t h e  number 

o f  w ords  u s e d  b y  t h e  h i g h  g r a d e  a v e r a g e  g ro u p  i n  t h e  t e l l i n g  

o f  t h e i r  s t o r i e s  and  th e  low g ra d e  a v e r a g e  g ro u p  i n  t h e  t e l l ­

i n g  o f  t h e i r  s t o r i e s  was s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t .  The d i f ­

f e r e n c e  was e v en  more s i g n i f i c a n t  b e tw ee n  t h e  number o f  w ords 

u s e d  b y  t h e  h ig h  g r a d e  a v e r a g e  g ro u p  i n  t h e  t e l l i n g  o f  t h e i r  

s t o r i e s  and  t h e  w o rd s  u s e d  b y  t h e  low g ra d e  a v e r a g e  and  c o n ­

s i d e r e d  b y  t h e  s c h o o l  a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  be  "p ro b lem "  s t u d e n t s  

g ro u p  i n  t h e  t e l l i n g  o f  t h e i r  s t o r i e s .  The d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw ee n  

t h e  number o f  w o rds  u s e d  by  t h e  low g r a d e  a v e r a g e  g ro u p  i n  

t h e  t e l l i n g  o f  t h e i r  s t o r i e s  and  t h e  w o rd s  u s e d  b y  t h e  low 

g ra d e  a v e r a g e  and  c o n s i d e r e d  by  t h e  s c h o o l  a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  be 

"p ro b lem "  s t u d e n t s  g ro u p  i n  t h e  t e l l i n g  o f  t h e i r  s t o r i e s  was 

n o t  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t .

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  g a in e d  fro m  t h e  com­

p a r i s o n  o f  t h e  t h r e e  g ro u p s  o f  s t u d e n t s ,  t h i s  a n a l y s i s  y i e l d e d  

v a l u a b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  p a r t i c u l a r  i n d i v i d u a l s  w h ich  c o u ld  

be h e l p f u l  i n  t h e  t e a c h e r ’ s a t t e m p t  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  s t u d e n t  

and  g iv e  him  t h e  a c c e p t a n c e  e s s e n t i a l  t o  a n  e f f e c t i v e  t e a c h i n g -  

l e a r n i n g  s i t u a t i o n .  E ach  s u b j e c t  was c l a s s i f i e d  a s  O p t i m i s t i c  

o r  L ess  O p t i m i s t i c ,  C o n sc io u s  o f  E f f o r t  a s  r e l a t e d  t o  a c h i e v e ­

m ent o r  L ess  C o n sc io u s  o f  E f f o r t  a s  r e l a t e d  t o  a c h ie v e m e n t ,  

and  V e r b a l  o r  L ess  V e r b a l .
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I t  i s  hoped  t h a t  t h i s  p r e l i m i n a r y  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  

t h e s e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  a c a d e m i c a l l y  

s u c c e s s f u l  s t u d e n t s ,  t h e  a c a d e m ic a l l y  u n s u c c e s s f u l  s t u d e n t s ,  

and  t h e  a c a d e m ic a l l y  u n s u c c e s s f u l  s t u d e n t s  who a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  

b y  t h e  s c h o o l  a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  be "p rob lem " s t u d e n t s  w i l l  s e r v e  

a s  a b a s i s  f o r  f u r t h e r  e x p l o r a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  t h o u g h t  c o n t e n t  

o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  o r d e r  t o  h e l p  them  im prove t h e i r  "b e h a v in g  

an d  l e a r n i n g "  i n  t h e  s c h o o l  s i t u a t i o n .



CHAPTER VI 

SUMMARY

The p u rp o se  o f  t h i s  s t u d y  i s  t o  s e c u r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  

a b o u t  t h e  p r e s e n t  p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  some a c a d e m i c a l l y  s u c c e s s f u l ,  

a c a d e m ic a l l y  u n s u c c e s s f u l ,  a n d  a c a d e m i c a l l y  u n s u c c e s s f u l  and 

c o n s i d e r e d  by  t h e  s c h o o l  a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  be "p ro b lem "  s t u d e n t s .

A c o m p a r iso n  o f  c e r t a i n  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  r e s p o n s e s  o f  

t h r e e  g ro u p s  o f  t e n t h - g r a d e  boys t o  t h e  T h em atic  A p p e rc e p t io n  

T e s t  was made.

Seven c a r d s  s e l e c t e d  fro m  t h e  19^3 e d i t i o n  o f  t h e  TAT 

w ere  u se d  i n  t e s t i n g  t e n  a c a d e m i c a l l y  s u c c e s s f u l  ( g r a d e  a v e ­

r a g e s  o f  3 .0  o r  b e t t e r )  t e n t h  g ra d e  b o y s ,  t e n  a c a d e m i c a l l y  u n ­

s u c c e s s f u l  ( g r a d e  a v e r a g e s  o f  1 .0  o r  l e s s )  t e n t h - g r a d e  b o y s ,  

and  t e n  a c a d e m ic a l l y  u n s u c c e s s f u l  ( g r a d e  a v e r a g e s  o f  1 .0  o r  

l e s s )  t e n t h  g r a d e  boys who w ere  c o n s i d e r e d  b y  t h e  s c h o o l  a u t h o r ­

i t i e s  t o  be "p ro b lem "  s t u d e n t s .

The s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w ere  c l a s s i f i e d  a c c o r d i n g  

t o  t h e i r  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  o p t im ism , d e p i c t i o n  o f  e f f o r t  a s  r e l a t e d  

t o  a c h ie v e m e n t ,  and  d e n o t a t i o n  o f  v e r b a l i z a t i o n .  S t u d e n t s  w ere  

t h e n  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  o p t i m i s t i c  o r  l e s s  o p t i m i s t i c ,  c o n s c io u s  

o f  e f f o r t  a s  r e l a t e d  t o  a c h ie v e m e n t  o r  l e s s  c o n s c io u s  o f  e f ­

f o r t  a s  r e l a t e d  t o  a c h ie v e m e n t ,  and  v e r b a l  o r  l e s s  v e r b a l .
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I t  was h y p o t h e s i z e d  t h a t  t h e  s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  

w i t h  h ig h  g r a d e  a v e r a g e s  w ould  r e f l e c t  more o p t im ism  t h a n  th e  

s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  low g ra d e  a v e r a g e s  and  t h e  s t o r i e s  

o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  low g r a d e  a v e r a g e s  and  c o n s i d e r e d  b y  t h e  

s c h o o l  a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  be "p ro b lem "  s t u d e n t s .  I n  t u r n ,  i t  was 

e x p e c te d  t h a t  t h e  s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  low g ra d e  a v e ­

r a g e s  w ould  r e f l e c t  more o p t im ism  t h a n  t h e  s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  s t u ­

d e n t s  w i t h  low g r a d e  a v e r a g e s  and  c o n s i d e r e d  b y  t h e  s c h o o l  

a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  be "p ro b lem "  s t u d e n t s .  A l th o u g h  t h e  num ber o f  

s t u d e n t s  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  o p t i m i s t i c  d e c r e a s e d  f ro m  t h e  g ro u p  

w i t h  h i g h  g r a d e  a v e r a g e s ,  t o  t h e  g ro u p  w i t h  low g ra d e  a v e r a g e s ,  

t o  t h e  g ro u p  w i t h  low g r a d e  a v e r a g e s  and  c o n s i d e r e d  by  t h e  

s c h o o l  a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  be "p ro b lem "  s t u d e n t s ,  t h e  v a r i a n c e  

p ro v ed  t o  be  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  i n s i g n i f i c a n t .

I t  was h y p o t h e s i z e d  w i t h  r e g a r d  to  t h e  d e p i c t i o n  o f  

e f f o r t  a s  r e l a t e d  t o  a c h ie v e m e n t ,  t h a t  t h e  s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  s t u ­

d e n t s  w i t h  h ig h  g ra d e  a v e r a g e s  w ould  d e p i c t  more c o n s c i o u s n e s s  

o f  e f f o r t  a s  r e l a t e d  t o  a c h ie v e m e n t  t h a n  t h e  s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  

s t u d e n t s  w i t h  low g r a d e  a v e r a g e s  and  t h e  s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  s t u ­

d e n t s  w i t h  low g r a d e  a v e r a g e s  and  c o n s i d e r e d  by  t h e  s c h o o l  

a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  be  "p ro b lem "  s t u d e n t s .  I n  t u r n ,  i t  was e x p e c te d  

t h a t  t h e  s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  low g ra d e  a v e r a g e s  w ould  

d e p i c t  more c o n s c i o u s n e s s  o f  e f f o r t  a s  r e l a t e d  t o  a c h ie v e m e n t  

t h a n  t h e  s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  low g ra d e  a v e r a g e s  and 

c o n s i d e r e d  by  t h e  s c h o o l  a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  be  "p ro b lem "  s t u d e n t s .
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The num ber o f  s t u d e n t s  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  c o n s c io u s  o f  e f f o r t  a s  

r e l a t e d  t o  a c h ie v e m e n t  d e c r e a s e d  from  t h e  g ro u p  w i t h  t h e  h ig h  

g r a d e  a v e r a g e s ,  t o  t h e  g ro u p  w i t h  low g ra d e  a v e r a g e s ,  t o  t h e  

g ro u p  w i t h  low g ra d e  a v e r a g e s  and  c o n s i d e r e d  by  t h e  s c h o o l  

a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  be "p ro b lem "  s t u d e n t s .  The d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw een  

t h e  f i r s t  two g ro u p s  a p p ro a c h e d  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  The d i f f e r e n c e  

b e tw e e n  t h e  f i r s t  and  t h i r d  g ro u p s  was s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i ­

c a n t .  The d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw e e n  t h e  second  and  t h i r d  g ro u p s  was 

i n s i g n i f i c a n t .

L a s t l y ,  i t  was h y p o t h e s i z e d  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  v e r b a l i ­

z a t i o n  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t s  i n  t h e  t e l l i n g  o f  t h e  s t o r i e s ,  t h a t  t h e  

s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  h i g h  g ra d e  a v e r a g e s  w ould  d e n o te  

g r e a t e r  v e r b a l i z a t i o n  t h a n  t h e  s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w i th  

low g r a d e  a v e r a g e s  an d  t h e  s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  low 

g r a d e  a v e r a g e s  and  c o n s i d e r e d  b y  t h e  s c h o o l  a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  be 

"p ro b lem "  s t u d e n t s .  I n  t u r n ,  i t  was e x p e c te d  t h a t  t h e  s t o r i e s  

o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w i th  low g r a d e  a v e r a g e s  w ould  d e n o te  g r e a t e r  

v e r b a l i z a t i o n  t h a n  t h e  s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  low g ra d e  

a v e r a g e s  an d  c o n s i d e r e d  b y  t h e  s c h o o l  a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  be "p rob lem " 

s t u d e n t s .  The number o f  s t u d e n t s  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  v e r b a l  d e c r e a s e d  

from  t h e  g ro u p  w i t h  t h e  h i g h  g r a d e  a v e r a g e s ,  t o  t h e  g ro u p  w i t h  

low g r a d e  a v e r a g e s ,  t o  t h e  g ro u p  w i t h  low g r a d e  a v e r a g e s  and 

c o n s i d e r e d  by  t h e  s c h o o l  a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  be "p ro b lem "  s t u d e n t s .

The p o s t u l a t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  h ig h  

g r a d e  a v e r a g e s  w ould  d e n o te  g r e a t e r  v e r b a l i z a t i o n  t h a n  t h e  

s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  low g r a d e  a v e r a g e s  and  t h a t  th e  

s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  h i g h  g ra d e  a v e r a g e s  w ould  d e n o te
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g r e a t e r  v e r b a l i z a t i o n  t h a n  t h e  s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  

low g ra d e  a v e r a g e s  and  c o n s i d e r e d  b y  t h e  s c h o o l  a u t h o r i t i e s  

t o  be  "p rob lem " s t u d e n t s  w ere  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  c o n f i r m e d .  W here­

a s ,  t h e  v a r i a n c e  i n  t h e  number o f  s t u d e n t s  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  v e r b a l  

i n  t h e  g ro u p  w i t h  low g r a d e  a v e r a g e s  and  t h e  num ber o f  s t u d e n t s  

c l a s s i f i e d  a s  v e r b a l  i n  t h e  g ro u p  w i t h  low g r a d e  a v e r a g e s  and 

c o n s i d e r e d  b y  t h e  s c h o o l  a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  be  "p ro b lem "  s t u d e n t s  

was n o t  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t .

Prom t h e s e  r e s u l t s ,  i t  w ou ld  a p p e a r  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  

t h e r e  i s  no m a jo r  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  o p t im ism  o f  t h e  t h r e e  

g r o u p s ,  t h e r e  i s  a s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  c o n s c i o u s ­

n e s s  o f  e f f o r t  a s  r e l a t e d  t o  a c h ie v e m e n t  b e tw ee n  t h e  g ro u p  

w i t h  h ig h  g r a d e  a v e r a g e s  and  t h e  g ro u p  w i t h  low g r a d e  a v e r a g e s  

and  c o n s i d e r e d  b y  t h e  s c h o o l  a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  be  "p ro b lem "  s t u ­

d e n t s ,  and  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  v e r b a l i z a t i o n  o f  

t h e  g ro u p  w i t h  h ig h  g r a d e  a v e r a g e s  and  t h e  o t h e r  two g r o u p s .  

A ls o ,  i t  w ou ld  a p p e a r  t h a t  t h e  o p t im ism , t h e  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  o f  

e f f o r t  a s  r e l a t e d  t o  a c h ie v e m e n t ,  and  v e r b a l i z a t i o n  o f  i n d i v i d ­

u a l s  c o u ld  be e f f e c t i v e l y  a s s e s s e d  th r o u g h  t h e  u s e  o f  th e  

T hem atic  A p p e r c e p t io n  T e s t .
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APPENDIX 1

The f o l l o w i n g  s e v e n  s t o r i e s  w ere  t o l d  b y  a  t e n t h  g ra d e  

boy  who i s  i n  t h e  H ig h  G rade A verage  Group. T hese  s t o r i e s  

a r e  h i s  r e s p o n s e s  t o  t h e  TAT P i c t u r e s  num bered a s  f o l l o w s :

P i c t u r e  No. 3BM

"He and  h i s  g i r l - f r i e n d  w ere  o u t  r i d i n g  and  t h e y  g o t  
t h i s  b r i g h t  i d e a  t h a t  t h e y  w ould h o ld  up  a  s t o r e .  He was i n  
t h e  c a r  w a i t i n g  f o r  h e r  t o  come b a c k  w i t h  t h e  money. As she  
came o u t  o f  t h e  s t o r e  a p o l ic e m a n  was t h e r e  and  he  t o l d  h e r  
t o  s t o p  and  sh e  d i d n ' t  and  he  s h o t  h e r .  S o , t h i s  guy  d ro v e  
o f f  and  t h e  p o l ic e m a n  g o t  i n  h i s  c a r  and  to o k  a f t e r  h im  and 
he  was c a u g h t  an d  h e  i s  i n  j a i l  i n  sh o c k  b e c a u s e  h i s  g i r l  
f r i e n d  g o t  s h o t .  He i s  t r i e d  and  fo u n d  g u i l t y  o f  a s s i s t i n g  
i n  a  r o b b e r y  and  s e n t  t o  p r i s o n  f o r  a  c o u p le  o f  y e a r s . "

S c o r e :  System  I —D; S ys tem  I I —H; System  I I I — 112 w o rd s .

P i c t u r e  N o. 6BM

"W e ll ,  t h i s  gu y  h a s  a b r o t h e r  and  he  j u s t  saw h i s  
b r o t h e r  g e t  r u n  o v e r  b y  a  c a r  and  h e  j u s t  t o l d  h i s  m o th e r  
a b o u t  i t  and  t h e y  a r e  b o t h  k in d  o f  m e d i t a t i n g  and  s a d .  They 
b o t h  come o u t  o f  i t  a f t e r  a b o u t  a y e a r  o r  s o . "

S c o r e :  S ys tem  I —Bj S ys tem  I I —H; System  11 1-47  w o rd s .

P i c t u r e  No. 7BM

"The son  h a s  j u s t  gone th r o u g h  a n  o r d e a l  w here  he  
d o e s n ' t  know w ha t t o  do . He f l u n k s  o u t  o f  h i s  c l a s s  and  h i s  
f a t h e r  i s  t e l l i n g  h im  t h a t  j u s t  b e c a u s e  h e  f lu n k e d  o u t  o f  
t h i s  one c l a s s  i t  d o e s n ' t  mean h i s  l i f e  was o v e r ,  so  t o  s p e a k .  
T h is  guy  lo o k s  l i k e  he  h a s  a s m i le  on h i s  f a c e  and  he  i s  
t e l l i n g  h i s  son  t h a t  maybe t h i n g s  a r e  n o t  a s  bad  a s  t h e y  seem 
t o  b e .  Some t h i n g s  h a p p e n  t o  him  t h a t  makes him  t h i n k  h i s  
f a t h e r  was r i g h t —he g e t s  a s c h o l a r s h i p  t o  c o l l e g e  and  he  
go es  t o  c o l l e g e  and  d o e s  r e a l  good and  g e t s  r e a l  p o p u la r  and 
he  r e a l i z e s  h i s  f a t h e r  was r i g h t - —w hat he  t o l d  h im .

S c o r e :  System  I —B; S ys tem  I I —E; S y s tem  I I I — 119 w o rd s .
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P ic tu r e  No. 8BM

"About t h e  o n ly  t h i n g  I  c a n  make a n y th i n g  o u t  i s  t h i s  
boy  i n  t h e  o v e r c o a t  an d  t h i s  man •were h u n t i n g  and  t h e  boy  
a c c i d e n t l y  s h o o t s  t h i s  guy and  i n  t h e  p i c t u r e  t h e  d o c t o r  i s  
g e t t i n g  t h e  b u l l e t  o u t  o f  t h e  guy . The boy  s h o u ld  be f e e l i n g  
p r e t t y  s o r r y .  He lo o k s  l i k e  he  m ig h t  be  s a d .  T hey g e t  t h e  
b u l l e t  o u t  o f  t h e  guy  an d  t h e  k i d  g e t s  o v e r  i t  and  he  i s  more 
c a r e f u l  h u n t i n g  from  now o n . "

S c o re s  S ys tem  I —B; S ystem  I I — G; System  I I I —78  w o rd s .

P i c t u r e  No. 9BM

"T hese  a r e  e s c a p e e s  from  a  German P r i s o n  w ar camp 
d u r i n g  t h e  w a r ,  and  t h e y  h av e  b e en  r u n n in g  a c o u p le  d a y s  and  
t h e y  a r e  w e a r in g  c l o t h e s  made o u t  o f  u n i f o r m s  so  t h e y  c a n  g e t  
o u t .  T hey  a r e  t i r e d  and  t h e y  a r e  down i n  t h e  g r a s s  i n  t h e  
f i e l d  r e s t i n g  and  t h e y  w en t t o  s l e e p .  T hey m ig h t  be d rea m in g  
o f  t h e i r  homes and  how t h e y  w ould  l i k e  t o  be  t a c k  t h e r e .  And, 
t h e  Germans f i n d  them  w h i l e  t h e y  a r e  a s l e e p  and  r e - c a p t u r e  
th em . And, t h e y  a r e  s e n t  b a c k  and  t o r t u r e d  f o r  a c o u p le  o f  
w e e k s .  T h en , t h e y  a r e  p u t  b a c k  i n  t h e  p r i s o n  u n t i l  t h e  end 
o f  t h e  w a r ,  t h e n ,  t h e y  a r e  s h ip p e d  hom e."

S c o re s  S ys l^m  I —B| S ys tem  I I —P ; System  I I I - - 1 1 2  w o rd s .

P i c t u r e  No. I 7BM

" T h is  i s  i n  a c i r c u s  and  t h i s  guy  d o e s  t h i s  i n  t h e  
c i r c u s —he c l im b s  a r o p e  and  i s  a  t r a p e z e  a r t i s t .  And, he  
i s  c l im b in g  up  t h e  r o p e  t o  h i s  t r a p e z e  and  he  i s  f e e l i n g  p r i d e  
and c o n f id e n c e  t h a t  h e  i s  g o in g  t o  do h i s  b e s t  jo b  t o n i g h t  
and  he  i s  l o o k in g  o u t  o v e r  t h e  crowd w i t h  a  s m i le  on h i s  f a c e .  
And, he  g e t s  up  t h e r e  and  he  d o e s  a  r e a l  good and  t h e  crowd 
a p p la u d s  and  h e  comes down t h e  ro p e  and g e t s  a  b on us  from  
t h e  guy  who w orks t h e  c i r c u s  f o r  h i s  s u p e rb  Job  he  h a s  done 
i n  t h e  c i r c u s  l a t e l y .  And, he  g o e s  up  t h e  n e x t  t im e  and  does  
r e a l  good t o o . "

S c o r e ;  System  I - - A ;  S ys tem  I I —E; System  I I I - - I I 8 w o rd s .

P i c t u r e  No, 18BM

" T h is  i s  a w i t n e s s  t o  a c r im e  t h a t  t h e s e  g a n g s t e r s  
d i d .  They s h o t  i n t o  a  g ro u p  o f  p e o p le  com ing o u t  o f  a t h e a t e r .  
T h is  guy  saw i t  and  t h e  g a n g s t e r s  t o o k  h im  t o  t h e i r  h i d e - o u t  
and  t h e y  a r e  t o r t u r i n g  him  and  t h e y  w an t him  t o  t e l l  w ha t he
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saw and  he  w on*t t e l l  them  a n y th i n g  so t h e y  a r e  b e a t i n g  him 
a c r o s s  t h e  f a c e  and  h i t t i n g  him  i n  t h e  s to m a c h .  He i s  r e a l  
b r a v e  a b o u t  t e l l i n g  them  a n y t h i n g .  He w a n ts  t o  r u n  away and 
g e t  o u t  t h e r e .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e  g a n g s t e r s  s t o p  b e a t i n g  him  up 
an d  r e l e a s e  him  and  h e  g o e s  t o  t h e  p o l i c e  and  t e l l s  them  a l l  
he  saw . And, t h e  p o l i c e ,  u s i n g  h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  go t o  t h e  
h id e - a w a y  an d  t h e  g a n g s t e r s  a r e  t r i e d  and  fo u n d  g u i l t y  and  
a r e  s e n t  t o  A l c a t r a z  and  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  d i e  o f  o l d  a g e . "

S c o r e :  S ys tem  I —Dj System  I I —E; System  I I I - - 1 3 9  w o rd s .

The f o l l o w i n g  s e v e n  s t o r i e s  w ere  t o l d  b y  a t e n t h  g ra d e  

b o y  who i s  i n  t h e  H igh  Grade A verage  G roup. T h ese  s t o r i e s  

a r e  h i s  r e s p o n s e s  t o  t h e  TAT P i c t u r e s  num bered a s  f o l l o w s  ;

P i c t u r e  No. 3BM

"She i s  a widow and  h a s  j u s t  r e c e i v e d  a t e l e g r a m  from  
t h e  War D e p a r tm e n t .  H er h u sb a n d  was i n  V ie tn am  f o r  10 m o n th s .  
He was a c a r e e r  man i n  t h e  arm y. She h a s  j u s t  r e c e i v e d  news 
t h a t  he  h a s  b e e n  k i l l e d .  He l e f t  b e h in d  two s m a l l  c h i l d r e n :  
a g e s  10 m on ths  and  2 . She i s  g r i e f  s t r i c k e n .  The w o r ld  h a s  
j u s t  f a l l e n  down a ro u n d  h e r  w i t h  h e r  h u s b a n d 's  d e a t h .  A f t e r  
t h e  f u n e r a l  sh e  r e a l i z e s  sh e  w i l l  have  t o  f i n d  some k in d  o f  
w ork  and  sh e  a t t e n d s  n i g h t  c l a s s e s  i n  s h o r th a n d  and  t y p i n g  
and  becom es a s e c r e t a r y . "

S c o r e :  S ys tem  I —B; System  I I —E; System  I I I —-9# w o rd s .

P i c t u r e  N o , 6BM

"He i s  a  man i n  h i s  e a r l y  t w e n t i e s  and  t h i s  i s  h i s  
m o th e r .  A l l  o f  h i s  l i f e  she  h a s  d o m in a te d  him  and  r u n  h i s  
l i f e  f o r  h im , t e l l i n g  h im  w ha t t o  w ear an d  w h a t  t o  d o .  F i n a l l y ,  
h e  h a s  come t o  t h e  p o i n t  o f  d e c i d i n g  t o  make d e c i s i o n s  f o r  
h i m s e l f .  He h a s  d e c id e d  t o  d ro p  o u t  o f  s c h o o l  and  j o i n  t h e  
arm y and  t h e y  h ave  j u s t  h a d  a  t e r r i b l e  q u a r r e l  a b o u t  i t .  The 
m o th e r  f e e l s  sh e  i s  r i g h t  and  f e e l s  h e r  b o y  h a s  f o r s a k e n  h e r .  
And, t h e  boy  f e e l s  b a d l y  a b o u t  h a v in g  a n  a rg u m e n t w i t h  h i s  
m o th e r ,  b u t  r e a l i z e s  t h i s  i s  t h e  o n l y  t h i n g  he  c a n  d o .  So 
he  r u n s  o f f  an d  j o i n s  t h e  a rm y . He w r i t e s  h i s  m o th e r ,  b u t  
h e  r e c e i v e s  no r e p l y  and  she  n e v e r  s p e a k s  t o  h im  a g a i n . "

S c o re s  S ys tem  I —D; System  I I — P; System  I I I —131 w o rd s .
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P ic tu r e  No. 7BM

" T h is  i s  a young man and h i s  g r a n d f a t h e r .  H is  p a r e n t s  
d i e d  a t  a n  e a r l y  age  and  he  was l e f t  t o  he r a i s e d  w i th  h i s  
g r a n d p a r e n t s .  He i s  v e r y  h i t t e r  a b o u t  h i s  p a r e n t s  d y in g  and 
i s  v e r y  d i s a p p o i n t e d  a b o u t  i t .  H is  g r a n d p a r e n t s  a r e  good h u t  
d o n ' t  know how t o  cope  w i t h  h im . R ig h t  now t h e y  a r e  w a i t i n g  
i n  c o u r t  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  j u d g e ' s  bench  and t h e  h oy  h a s  b e en  
b r o u g h t  i n  on  a c h a rg e  o f  b r e a k in g  and e n t e r i n g .  He and 
some o t h e r  b o y s  g o t  d ru n k  and b ro k e  i n t o  a h o u s e .  H is  g r a n d ­
f a t h e r  i s  t r y i n g  t o  t a l k  t o  him  and i s  f e e l i n g  c l o s e r  t o  th e  
b o y  th a n  h e  h a s  b e e n  s i n c e  t h e  boy  came t o  h im . He r e a l i z e s  
h e  h a s  f a i l e d  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  boy  and p r a y s  he  w i l l  be  g iv e n  
a n o t h e r  c h a n c e .  The c o u r t  r e l e a s e d  t h e  boy  t o  h i s  g r a n d f a t h e r  
an d  th r o u g h  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  t h e y  grow c l o s e r  t o g e t h e r  and e v e r y ­
t h i n g  t u r n s  o u t  h ap p y .

S c o r e :  S ys tem  I —B; Sys tem  I I —P; System  I I I — 154 w o rd s .

P i c t u r e  N o. 8BM

" T h is  b o y 's  f a t h e r  h a s  b e e n  i n  a t e r r i b l e  a c c i d e n t  and 
he  w i t n e s s e d  t h e  a c c i d e n t .  I t  was a h i t - a n d - r u n  a c c i d e n t  and 
t h e r e  was no o t h e r  h e l p  a v a i l a b l e  and  he r e a l i z e d  t h i s ,  b u t  he  
r a n  t o  a  c o r n e r  and  c r i e d .  Someone fo u n d  h i s  f a t h e r  and  c a l l e d  
a n  a m b u la n c e .  The boy  came b a c k  and t r i e d  t o  h e l p  h i s  f a t h e r .  
T hey  r u s h e d  h i s  f a t h e r  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  The boy  w en t w i t h  
th e m . He i s  now i n  t h e  w a i t i n g  room t h i n k i n g  t h e y  a r e  o p e r a t ­
i n g  on  h i s  f a t h e r  a n d  p la g u e d  w i t h  g u i l t y  c o n s c i e n c e  f o r  r u n ­
n i n g  away a s  h e  d i d .  A l l  he  c a n  t h i n k  i s  t h a t  i f  h i s  f a t h e r  
d i e s  i t  w i l l  be h i s  f a u l t .  F o r t u n a t e l y ,  h i s  f a t h e r  r e c o v e r s , "

S c o re ?  Sys tem  I —B; System  I I - - G ;  System  I I I — l l 4  w o rd s .

P i c t u r e  No. 9BM

"The men i n  t h e  p i c t u r e  a r e  bums. T hey h ave  a l l  come 
fro m  b ro k e n  hom es, o r  o r p h a n s ,  o r  some o t h e r  m i s f o r tu n e  i n  
l i f e  and  t h e y  b lam e t h e  w o r ld  f o r  w ha t t h e y  a r e  now. And, 
t h e y  t h i n k  t h e  w o r ld  owes them  so m e th in g .  They a r e  w a i t i n g  
f o r  a t r a i n .  They d o n ' t  r e a l l y  know w here t h e y  a r e  g o in g ,  
b u t  t h e y  d o n ' t  r e a l l y  c a r e .  They l i v e  a d a y - t o - d a y  e x i s t e n c e .  
J u s t  b a r e l y  e k in g  o u t  enough  f o r  them  t o  e a t  and  m ost o f  
them  w i l l  d i e  l o n e l y  and  f r i e n d l e s s  i n  some b a c k  s t r e e t ,  a l l e y ,  
o r  c o u n t r y  f i e l d , "

S c o r e ;  Sys tem  I —D; System  I I - - H ;  System  I I I - —93 w o rd s .
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P ic tu r e  No. I 7BM

" T h is  I s  a young boy  i n  h i s  t e e n s ,  a b o u t  t h e  s e v e n th  
g r a d e ,  an d  he  i s  e x e r c i s i n g  on a ro p e  and  l e a r n i n g  t o  c l im b  
i t .  Not lo n g  ago h i s  p h y s i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  c o ac h  was h o l d in g  
some p h y s i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  t e s t s  and one o f  t h e  t e s t s  was t o  
c l im b  t h e  ro p e  h a n g in g  from  t h e  gym c e i l i n g .  E v e ry  boy  i n  
t h e  c l a s s  c o u ld  do i t  e x c e p t  h im . As he  hung  on t h e  ro p e  
t r y i n g  t o  h o l d  on t h e  r o p e ,  h i s  c l a s s m a te s  w ere  l a u g h in g  
and  t h e  c o ac h  r i d i c u l e d  him and  he  d e te rm in e d  t o  l e a r n  t o  
c l im b  t h e  r o p e ,  w h ic h  he  d i d .  He l e a r n e d  t h a t  t o  s u b l im a te  
o n e ' s  p ro b le m s  one m ust lo o k  s q u a r e l y  a t  them  and  w ork  h a r d .  
You d o n ' t  g e t  i t  b y  w i s h i n g . "

S c o re s  S ys tem  I —B; S ys tem  I I —E; S ys tem  I I I — I I 7 w o rd s .

P i c t u r e  No. I 8BM

" T h is  man i s  b e in g  c h a s e d  and  he  j u s t  now i s  b e in g  
c a u g h t .  H is  c o n s c i e n c e  was c h a s i n g  him  and t h e s e  h a n d s  on 
h i s  s h o u l d e r  a r e —h e  o n l y  im a g in e s  th em . T hey  a r e  h i s  c o n ­
s c i e n c e .  He w i t n e s s e d  a m u rd e r  and  d i d n ' t  l i f t  a  hand  i n  
a s s i s t a n c e .  He d id  n o t  e v e n  phone an  anonymous t i p  t o  t h e  
p o l i c e  an d  h e  f e e l s  v e r y  bad  a b o u t  i t .  H is  c o n s c ie n c e  i s  
b o t h e r i n g  h im , b u t  he  d o e s n ' t  w an t  t o  g e t  i n v o l v e d .  F i n a l l y ,  
t o  r e l i e v e  h i s  c o n s c i e n c e ,  he  g o e s  t o  t h e  p o l i c e  and  t e l l s  
them  he  w i t n e s s e d  and  he t e s t i f i e s  i n  c o u r t .  H is  t e s t i m o n y  
l e a d s  t o  t h e  c a p t u r e  o f  t h e  m u r d e r e r .  He d i s c o v e r s  t h e  
d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw e e n  t u r n i n g  i n  a m u rd e re r  and  s n i t c h i n g  on 
t h e  b o y  who s t o l e  t h e  a p p l e . "

S c o r e :  System I —B;  S ys tem  I I —Ej Sys tem  I I I — 121 w o rd s .



APPENDIX 2

The f o l l o w in g  s e v e n  s t o r i e s  w ere  t o l d  by  a t e n t h  

g ra d e  boy  who i s  i n  t h e  Low G rade A verage  G roup. T hese  s t o r i e s  

a r e  h i s  r e s p o n s e s  t o  t h e  TAT P i c t u r e s  num bered a s  f o l l o w s :

P i c t u r e  No. 3BM

"W e ll ,  t h i s  l o o k s  l i k e  a g i r l .  I t  l o o k s  l i k e  sh e  h a s  
J u s t  l o s t  h e r  l a s t  f r i e n d  and  sh e  w a n ts  t o  g e t  away from  e v e r y ­
body  and  h a v e  e v e ry b o d y  l e a v e  h e r  a lo n e  so  sh e  c a n  f e e l  s o r r y
f o r  h e r s e l f .  She J u s t  w is h e s  sh e  w ould  d i e  so  sh e  w o u l d n ' t
h av e  a n y  m ore p ro b le m s .  She c o u ld  t r y  t o  s t r a i g h t e n  h e r s e l f
o u t .  She c o u ld  t a l k  i t  o v e r  w i t h  h e r  p a r e n t s  and  t r y  t o  f i g u r e  
o u t  w ha t i s  w rong w i t h  h e r ,  o r  w ha t i s  w rong w i t h  h e r  a t t i t u d e  
so  sh e  w o n ' t  go f a r  enough  t o  commit s u i c i d e ,  o r  go i n s a n e . "

S c o r e :  S ys tem  I —D; S y s tem  I I —H; System  I I I —$4 w o rd s .

P i c t u r e  No. 6BM

"T h is  seem s t o  be h e r  so n  and  h e  i s  t r y i n g  t o  b r e a k  
i t  t o  h e r  t h a t  sh e  i s  g o in g  t o  h a v e  t o  go t o  a home f o r  o ld  
p e o p le .  He d o e s n ' t  know now t o  b r e a k  i t  t o  h e r  b e c a u s e  he 
d o e s n ' t  w an t t o  l e a v e  h e r  h e r e  i n  t h i s  o ld  home b y  h e r s e l f .
He l o v e s  h e r  v e r y  much and  h e  d o e s n ' t  w an t t o  h u r t  h e r  f e e l ­
i n g s .  I n  h e r  f a c e ,  i t  l o o k s  l i k e  sh e  knows w h a t  i s  coming 
on and  i s  a b o u t  r e a d y  t o  b r e a k  down and  c r y .  He i s  t r y i n g  
t o  s a y  i t  a s  n i c e l y  a s  he  c a n .  The outcom e w i l l  be  t h a t  he  
w i l l  be b r a v e  and  sh e  w i l l  h a v e  a b ro k e n  h e a r t ,  b u t  sh e  w i l l  
go and  i t  i s  r e a l  n i c e  and  sh e  w i l l  make some f r i e n d s  and  she  
w i l l  l i k e  i t  t h e r e ,  f i n a l l y . "

S c o r e :  System  I —B; S ystem  I I —H; S ystem  I I I - - 1 3 5  w o rd s .

P i c t u r e  No. 7BM

"W ell,  t h e  boy  lo o k s  l i k e  he  i s  h a v in g  p ro b lem s  and  
h e  h a s  gone t o  h i s  f a t h e r  a b o u t  i t .  And, h i s  f a t h e r  i s  t r y i n g  
t o  e x p l a i n  i t  s im p ly  an d  t o  h e l p  him  do w hat i s  r i g h t .  The 
so n  i s  p r o b a b ly  w a n t in g  a d v i c e — t o  know w ha t t o  d o .  F a t h e r  
knows, b u t  h e  d o e s n ' t  w an t t o  t e l l  t h e  son  b e c a u s e  he  s h o u ld  
w ork  t h e  p ro b lem  o u t  f o r  h i m s e l f  b e c a u s e  he g o t  h i m s e l f  i n  i t .
1 t h i n k  t h e  f a t h e r  i s  t e l l i n g  him  an d  t h e  so n  i s  l i s t e n i n g  t o  
e v e r y  word and  i s  g o in g  t o  do w h a t he  t h i n k s  i s  b e s t . "

56
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S c o r e :  Sys tem  I —B; Sys t em  Sys tem  I I I - - 9 6  w o rd s .

P i c t u r e  No » 8BM

"T h is  boy  lo o k s  l i k e  he  h a s  b e e n  h u n t i n g  and  he  h a s  
j u s t  s h o t  h i s  b e s t  f r i e n d  and  he  i s  g o in g  t o  d i e .  I t  was a n
a c c i d e n t ,  b u t  he  f e e l s  l i k e  d y in g  b e c a u s e  h e  w ould  r a t h e r  d i e
t h a n  t h e  p e r s o n  t h a t  d i d .  He c o u ld  im a g in e  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  and 
a l l  t h e  p a in  an d  he  w is h e s  he  w ere  h a v in g  t h a t  p a i n  i n s t e a d  
o f  t h a t  b o y .  The b oy  s h o u ld  t r y  t o  f a c e  up  t o  i t  and  l e a r n  
t o  f a c e  h i s  m i s t a k e s  and  p r a y  t h a t  t h e  b o y  d o e s n ’t  d i e . "

S c o r e :  Sys tem  I —B; S ystem  I I —Hj System  I I I —88  w o rd s .

P i c t u r e  No, 9^

"T hese  d o n ' t  seem l i k e  bums b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  c l o t h e s .  
They c o u ld  be  w o rk e r s  r e s t i n g  a t  lu n c h  'J u s t  b e s i d e  a  c o n s t r u c ­
t i o n  jo b  on a h ig h w ay  t h e y  a r e  b u i l d i n g .  T h is  man lo o k s  l i k e
he  i s  dead  t i r e d  from  h o l d in g  two j o b s  and  w o rk in g  so  h a r d .  
E v ery one  lo o k s  l i k e  t h e y  need  a c o u p le  o f  d a y s  o f f  t o  r e s t .  
They s h o u l d n ' t  w ork  so  h a r d .  T hey  need  t im e  o f f —a l o n g e r  
lu n c h  p e r i o d ,  o r  s o m e th in g ."

S c o r e :  S ys tem  I —D; System  I I —H; System  I I I —7 0  w o rd s .

P i c t u r e  N o . 17BM

"W ell,  t h i s  i s  a c i r c u s  and  t h i s  man i s  c l im b in g  
down fro m  t h e  t r a p e z e  and  s l i d i n g  down t h e  r o p e .  He i s  m us­
c u l a r .  He i s  l o o k in g  a t  t h e  a u d ie n c e  t o  s e e  w h e th e r  p e o p le  
r e a l l y  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  e n t e r t a i n m e n t .  He i s  t h i n k i n g  h e  c o u ld  
h av e  d ro p p e d  someone t o d a y  and  i f  he  makes one s l i p ,  someone 
m ig h t  d i e .  He h a s  t h i s  on h i s  mind a l l  t h e  t i m e .  And, he  
s h o u ld  g e t  o u t  o f  t h i s  j d > i f  he  d o e s n ' t  l i k e  t o  h av e  t h e i r  
l i v e s  I n  h i s  h a n d s ."

S c o r e :  S ys tem  I — Cj System  I I —F ; S ys tem  I I I — 82 w o rd s .

P i c t u r e  No. I 8BM

" I t  lo o k s  l i k e  t h i s  man i s  d e a d  and  some men h av e  
k i l l e d  h im  and  t h e y  a r e  h o l d i n g  him  up  t o  make him  lo o k  a l i v e  
so  t h e y  w o n ' t  be  c a u g h t .  I f  someone g o e s  b y  an d  s e e s  h im , 
t h e y  w i l l  be c a u g h t .  The man who k i l l e d  h im  s h o u ld  n o t  h av e  
done i t  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e  b e c a u s e  t h e y  may g e t  c a u g h t . "

S c o re s  Sys tem  I — D: System  I I —H: System  I I I — 59 w o rd s .
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The f o l l o w in g  s e v e n  s t o r i e s  w ere  t o l d  by  a t e n t h  g ra d e  

b oy  who i s  i n  t h e  Low Grade A verage  Group. T hese  s t o r i e s  a r e  

h i s  r e s p o n s e s  t o  t h e  TAT P i c t u r e s  num bered a s  f o l lo w s  :

P i c t u r e  No. 3BM

" I t  lo o k s  l i k e  a g i r l  c r y i n g  b e c a u se  h e r  m o th e r  and 
f a t h e r  a r e  b r e a k in g  u p —g e t t i n g  a  d i v o r c e ,  o r  so m e th in g .  T h is  
came a b o u t  b e c a u s e  t h e  f a t h e r  was g o in g  o u t  w i th  o t h e r  women 
an d  t h e  m o th e r  fo und  o u t  and  t h e y  had  a b i g  f i g h t .  The o u t ­
come i s  t h a t  t h e y  g e t  a  d i v o r c e  and  t h e  g i r l  l i v e s  w i t h  h e r  
m o th e r .  The c o u r t  p u t  t h e  g i r l  i n  t h e  m o th e r ’ s c u s t o d y . "

S c o re  : S ys tem  I —Dj System  I I —Hj System  I I I — 66 w o r d s .

P i c t u r e  N o . 6BM

" T h is  i s  a b o u t  a  man and h i s  m o th e r .  He comes home 
t o  t e l l  h e r  h e  h a s  J u s t  J o in e d  t h e  " S e r v i c e "  and  he  i s  g o in g  
t o  be s e n t  o v e r s e a s .  She t a k e s  t h i s  h a rd  b e c a u s e  t h i s  i s  th e  
f i r s t  t im e  he  h a s  e v e r  b e e n  away from  h e r .  He go es  o v e r s e a s  
a n d  h e  d o e s n ' t  ccsne b a c k  frca i the  S e r v i c e .  He i s  "M iss in g  
i n  A c t i o n . "

S c o r e :  Sys tem  I —Dj Sys tem  I I —Hj System  I I I — 6 l  w o rd s .

P i c t u r e  No. 7 ^

"The man s i t t i n g  down i s  on t r i a l  and  t h e  man s t a n d i n g  
i s  t h e  p r o s e c u t i n g  a t t o r n e y .  T h is  man i s  c h a rg e d  w i th  armed 
r o b b e r y  and  t h e  p r o s e c u t i n g  a t t o r n e y  h a s  g o t  him  t o  t h e  p o i n t  
w h e re  he  i s  J u s t  a b o u t  r e a d y  t o  change  h i s  p l e a  from  " n o t  
g u i l t y "  t o  " g u i l t y " .  T h is  man i s  s e n te n c e d  f o r  arm ed r o b b e r y . "

S c o r e ;  Sys tem  I —Dj Sys tem  I I —H; System  I I I — 55 w o rd s .

P i c t u r e  No. 8BM

" T h is  i s  b a ck  d u r i n g  t h e  K orean  War and  t h e  man l y i n g  
on t h e  t a b l e  i s  t h e  b o y ’ s f a t h e r .  He g o t  s h o t  and  t h e y  h a d  t o  
o p e r a t e  on  him . T h is  son  t a k e s  h i s  re v e n g e  b y  J o i n i n g  t h e  
K o rean  G o r i l l a s  t o  h e l p  end  t h e  w a r .

S c o r e :  Sytem  I —Dj System  I I —Ej System  I I I — 43 w o rd s .
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P ic tu r e  No. 9BM

"T hese  men a r e  J u s t  c o m p le t in g  a w h e a t  h a r v e s t  i n  
K ansas and  t h e y  have  b e e n  w o rk in g  a l l  n i g h t  and  d a y  and  t h i s  
i s  t h e  f i r s t  chan ce  t h e y  have  h ad  t o  r e s t .  They f e e l  t i r e d  
and  e x h a u s te d  from  t h e  w h e a t  h a r v e s t .  I n  t h e  m orn in g  t h e y  
w i l l  be  a t  i t  a g a i n .

S c o r e ;  Sys tem  I —Dj S ystem  I I —E; System  I I I — 48 w o rd s .

P i c t u r e  No. 17BM

" T h is  man i s  i n  t h e  c i r c u s .  He i s  a n  a c r o b a t  on t h e  
f l y i n g  t r a p e z e  and  h e  i s  com ing down from  a p e r f o r m a n c e . He 
i s  w o n d e r in g  how t h e  p e o p le  l i k e d  h i s  p e r fo rm a n c e  He i s  
h o p in g  t h a t  t h e y  w ould  h a v e .  And so  he  t h i n k s  t h a t  tom orrow  
he  w i l l  be  b e t t e r  t h a n  w ha t he  was b e c a u se  he  i s  g o in g  t o  
t r y  t o  do a t r i p l e  s o m e r s a u l t  t h a t  j u s t  s e v e n  men i n  t h e  
w o r ld  h a v e  d o n e ."

S c o r e ;  System  I — A; System  I I —E; System  I I I —72  w o rd s .

P i c t u r e  N o. iBKl

"T h is  i s  a b o u t  a  man who had  n e v e r  done  a n y th i n g  w rong 
i n  h i s  w ho le  e n t i r e  l i f e  u n t i l  he  met t h i s  guy  and  he  w en t i n  
w i t h  h im . He d i d n ' t  know w hat h i s  f r i e n d  an d  t h e  o t h e r s  w ere  
d o in g  and  t h e n  he  w a n ted  o u t ,  b u t  t h e y  s a i d  h e  knew t o o  much. 
He w a n ted  o u t  b u t  t h e y  w o u l d n ' t  l e t  him  so t h e y  b e a t  h im ."

S c o r e :  System  I —C; Sys tem  I I —H; System  I I I — l6 2  w o rd s .
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The f o l l o w i n g  se v e n  s t o r i e s  w ere  t o l d  b y  a t e n t h  g ra d e  

boy  who i s  i n  t h e  Low Grade A verage  p lu s  " P ro b le m ” G roup.

T hese  s t o r i e s  a r e  h i s  r e s p o n s e s  t o  t h e  TAT P i c t u r e s  num bered  

a s  f o l l o w s :

P i c t u r e  No. 3BM

"T h is  i s  a  dope a d d i c t .  She i s  p r o b a b l y  t h i n k i n g  o f  
t h e  t h i n g s  sh e  h a s  done  w ro n g . She i s  p r o b a b l y  i n  a j a i l  c e l l .  
I  g u e s s  t h e r e  w o u l d n ' t  be  a n y  c h a r g e s .  She g e t s  o f f  o f  i t  
and  cernes o u t  O .K ."

S c o r e :  S y s tem  I —B; System  I I —Ej System  I I I — 37 w o rd s .

P i c t u r e  No. 6BM

"W e ll ,  t h e y  lo o k  l i k e  t h e y  a r e  o u t  o f  a  comic s t r i p .
I t  lo o k s  l i k e  t h i s  man came t o  h e r  h o u se  t o  g i v e  h e r  t h e  news 
o f  a d e a t h .  T hey  a r e  a t  h e r  h o u s e .  She i s  v e r y  s h o c k e d .  I t  
was h e r  s o n ' s  d e a t h .  I  d o n ' t  know w hat h ap p en e d  a f t e r  t h a t ——

S c o r e :  S ys tem  I — D; System  I I —H; S ystem  I I I — 49 w o rd s .

P i c t u r e  No. 7BM

"T hese  lo o k  l i k e  two g a n g s t e r s  m ak ing  p l a n s  t o  r o b  
a b a n k . T hey  g e t  c a u g h t . "

S c o r e :  S ys tem  I — Dj S ystem  I I —H; S ystem  I I I — l 4  w o rd s .

P i c t u r e  No. 8BM

" I  s e e  t h i s  b o y  s h o t  t h i s  man and  t h e  d o c t o r s  a r e  
o p e r a t i n g .  The b o y  s h o t  him  b e c a u s e  he h u r t  one o f  h i s  r e ­
l a t i v e s .  He i s  now t h i n k i n g  t h a t  he  s h o u l d n ' t  h av e  done i t .
The man d i e s  and  t h e  b o y  g o es  t o  a r e f o r m a t o r y . "

S c o re  : System  I — D; S ystem  I I —H; Sys tem  I I I — 43 w o r d s .

P i c t u r e  No. 9BM

"T h is  lo o k s  l i k e  a bunch  o f  men who have  b e e n  o u t  i n  
a  f i e l d  p i c k i n g  c o t t o n .  They a r e  now h a v in g  a s i e s t a .  They

60
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a r e  t h i n k i n g  how w o n d e r f u l  i t  w ou ld  be  i f  t h e y  c o u ld  f i n d  
a  swimming h o l e ,  b u t  t h e y  h a v e  t o  go b a c k  t o  w o r k ."

SOor© « Sys tem  I —— Sys t e m I I ——K | System  I I I ——̂5 worciS.

P i c t u r e  H o. 17BM

" T h is  i s  a n  a t h e l e t e  and  h e  i s  i n  t r a i n i n g .  He i s  
t r a i n i n g  f o r  a  t r i c k  t h e y  do w i t h  r o p e s .  He g o e s  on and  w i n s . "

S c o r e :  S ys tem  I — Aj System  I I —E; S ystem  I I I — 24 w o rd s .

P i c t u r e  N o. 18BM

" T h is  lo o k s  l i k e  a man t h a t  d i e s  and  somebody i s  j u s t  
h o l d i n g  him  u p .  He h a s  a l r e a d y  become s t i f f .  S o m e b o ^ i s  
h o l d i n g  him  u p  so  t h e y  c a n  t a k e  a  p i c t u r e  o f  h im . He h a s  
k i l l e d  somebody b e f o r e  and  t h i s  p i c t u r e  w i l l  be p u t  i n  t h e  
t h e  news f o r  e v e ry b o d y  t o  s e e . "

S c o r e ;  Sys tem  I —D; System  I I —H; System  I I I — 50 w o rd s .

The f o l l o w i n g  s e v e n  s t o r i e s  w ere  t o l d  b y  a t e n t h  g ra d e  

b o y  who i s  t h e  Low G rade A verage  p l u s  "P rob lem "  G roup . T hese  

s t o r i e s  a r e  h i s  r e s p o n s e s  t o  t h e  TAT P i c t u r e s  num bered  a s  

f o l l o w s  :

" T h is  i s  a  g i r l  i n  bad  sh ap e  b e c a u s e  sh e  i s  a  dope 
a d d i c t .  She i s  on  h e r o i n  and  sh e  n e e d s  some. She i s  h a v in g  
a r e a l  bad  a t t a c k  now and  f e e l i n g  k in d  o f  c o l d .  She i s  p r o ­
b a b l y  t h i n k i n g  o f  a way t o  g e t  some d o p e .  She w i l l  end  up  
i n  a h o s p i t a l  and  p o s s i b l y  d i e . "

S c o r e :  System  I — Dj S ystem  I I —H; S ystem  I I I — 55 w o rd s .

P i c t u r e  No. 6BM

" T h is  i s  a p i c t u r e  o f  a m o th e r  and  so n  and  t h e  m o th e r  
and  so n  a r e  h a v in g  a n  a rg u m e n t  a b o u t  w h a t  t h e  so n  h a s  grown 
u p  t o  b e .  They h av e  J u s t  g o t  th r o u g h  w i t h  t h e  a rg u m e n t .  The
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m o th e r  i s  d i s a p p o i n t e d .  The son  i s  h u r t .  She c a n n o t  u n d e r ­
s t a n d  why he  c a n ' t  g e t  a n y  f u r t h e r  i n  t h e  w o r ld  t h a n  he  d i d .  
The son  i s  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  h i s  f u t u r e .  The so n  w i l l  go o u t  
and t r y  h a r d e r  and  t v j  t o  p l e a s e  h i s  m o th e r . "

S c o re :  System  I-—B; Sys tem  I I - - F ;  System  I I I — 80 w o rd s .

P i c t u r e  No, 7BM

" T h is  i s  a p i c t u r e  o f  a Dean o f  a  c o l l e g e  and  a bo y . 
The boy  h a s  b e en  c lo w n in g  a ro u n d  i n  s c h o o l  and  h a s n ' t  b e en  
t r y i n g  and come up  w i t h  s e v e r a l  f a i l i n g  m a rk s .  The Dean h a s  
b e e n  t a l k i n g  t o  h im —t e l l i n g  him  he  c a n ' t  c o n t i n u e  h i s  e d u c a ­
t i o n  h e r e .  The boy  t h i n k s  he  i s  g e t t i n g  a p r e t t y  bum s t e e r  
and  t h a t  i t  i s n ' t  h i s  f a u l t .  The bo y  w i l l  go o u t  i n t o  t h e  
w o r ld  and  t o  be a s  a "no th ing! '."

S c o re :  S ys tem  I —D; System  I I —H; System  I I I - - 7 7  w o rd s .

P i c t u r e  No. 8BM

" T h is  i s  a  boy  a t  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  H is  f a t h e r  i s  on th e  
o p e r a t i n g  t a b l e .  He h a s  b e e n  i n  a  s e r i o u s  a c c i d e n t .  The 
d o c t o r s  a r e  w o rk in g  on h im —t r y i n g  t o  sa v e  h i s  l i f e .  He g o t  
i n t o  a n  a c c i d e n t  b e c a u se  o f  c a r e l e s s  d r i v i n g .  The so n  i s  
t h i n k i n g  i t  m ig h t  be h i s  f a u l t  and  t h e  f a t h e r  comes o u t  o f  
i t  a l l  r i g h t .  And t h e  b oy  i s  c a r e f u l  w ha t he  d o e s  and  s a y s  
f o r  h i s  f a t h e r . "

S c o re :  Sys tem  I —Bj System  I I —Ej System  I I I —73 w o rd s .

P i c t u r e  No. 9BM

" T h is  i s  a  p i c t u r e  o f  a bunch o f  bums and  t h e y  g o t  
t h a t  way b e c a u s e  t h e y  r a n  o f f  from  s c h o o l .  They a r e  j u s t  
l y i n g  i n  a f i e l d  r e s t i n g  w i t h  no p l a c e  t o  g o . They a r e  won­
d e r i n g  why t h e y  d i d n ' t  t r y  h a r d e r  i n  s c h o o l  and  p ic k e d  su ch  
a lo u s y  l i f e .  They c o n t i n u e  i n  t h a t  way b e c a u s e  t h e y  d o n ' t  
have  a n y  o t h e r  way t o  g o . "

S c o r e :  System  I - - D ;  System  I I —H; System  I I I — $4 w o rd s .

P i c t u r e  No. 17BM

"T h is  i s  a man i n  a  c i r c u s .  He i s  a  t r a p e z e  a r t i s t  
and  he  j u s t  g o t  t h r o u g h  w i t h  h i s  a c t  and he  i s  com ing down a t  
t h e  moment and  he  i s  w o n d e r in g  i f  h i s  a c t  was a l l  r i g h t  and
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i f  t h e  crowd l i k e d  h im  and  w ha t t h e y  th o u g h t  o f  h im . He w i l l  
go on b e in g  a  t r a p e z e  a r t i s t  a s  lo n g  a s  he  h a s  h i s  y o u th  t o  do 
i t  b e c a u s e  t h a t  i s  t h e  o n ly  a r t  he  knows how t o  d o .  '

S c o re s  S ys tem  I — A| Sys tem  I I - - H ;  System  I I I — 69 w o rd s .

P i c t u r e  No. I 8BM

"T h is  i s  a  m oving p i c t u r e  and  i t  i s  a  " D r a c u la " 
p i c t u r e  and  t h e  man who i s  b e in g  h e l d  h e r e  i s  n o s e y  and  i s  
sn o o p in g  a ro u n d  i n  t h e  woods b y  h i m s e l f .  He f e l l  i n  a d i t c h  
and  D ra c u la  g o t  h im . He i s  u n c o n s c io u s .  He w i l l  p r o b a b ly  
end  up  b e in g  k i l l e d  f o r  b e in g  n o s e y . "

S c o r e :  S ys tem  I —D; System  I I - - H ;  System  I I I — 52 w o rd s .
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Dear P a ren ts

I  w is h  t o  g iv e  t h e  T h em atic  A p p e r c e p t io n  T e s t  t o  a 

g ro u p  o f  h oys  i n  t h e  t e n t h  and  e l e v e n t h  g r a d e s .  I t  i s  a 

c r e a t i v e  ty p e  o f  t e s t  w h ic h  i n v o l v e s  m aking  up  s h o r t  s t o r i e s  

a b o u t  p i c t u r e s  o f  n o rm a l  s i t u a t i o n s .  The s t o r i e s  w i l l  be 

d i s c o n n e c t e d  from  y o u r  s o n ' s  name and  u s e d  t o  make c o m p a r is o n s  

w i t h  t h e  s t o r i e s  o f  b o y s  w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  g r a d e  a v e r a g e s .  The 

u n d e r l y i n g  p u rp o se  i s  t h e  im provem ent o f  i n s t r u c t i o n .

The t e s t  w i l l  be  a d m i n i s t e r e d  i n  my o f f i c e  and  w i l l  

t a k e  a p p r o x i m a t e ly  30  m in u te s .

I f  you w is h  f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p l e a s e  c a l l  me a t

VI 2 - 8 8 7 1 .

May I  h av e  y o u r  p e rm is s io n ?  P l e a s e  s i g n  and  r e t u r n  

t h i s  n o t i c e .

V ery  t r u l y  y o u r s .

(M is s )  F r a n c o s  P e t e r s ,  C o u n s e lo r

S i g n a t u r e  o f  P a r e n t

Name o f  S tu d e n t

64



Name o f  s tu d e n t_____________________________   Grade Average_

Age__________________   D a te  o f  B i r t h ________________________

G rade_________________

Do you l i v e  w i t h  y o u r  n a t u r a l  p a r e n t s ? ________________ __

I f  n o t ,  w i t h  whom do you l i v e ? ____________________________

I s  y o u r  m o th e r  l i v i n g ? _____________ I s  y o u r  f a t h e r  l i v i n g ?

I f  you h a v e  a n y  b r o t h e r s ,  g iv e  t h e i r  a g e s _________________

I f  you h a v e  a n y  s i s t e r s ,  g iv e  t h e i r  ages__________________

T e s t  S c o re ________________

Number b y  w h ic h  s t o r i e s  a r e  i d e n t i f i e d ___________________
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