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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 

JANUARY 20, 1885.-0rdered to be printed. 

Mr. PLUMB submitted the follo\Ying 

RESOLUTION: 

Whereas the United States, in 1866, acquired from the Oreek and 
Seminole Indians by treaty certain lands situate in the Indian Terri­
tory, a portion of which have remained unoccupied until the present 
time; and 

Whereas a widely extended belief exists that such unoccupied lands 
are public lands of the United States, and as such subject to homestead 
and pre-emption settlement, and pursuant to such belief a large number 
of citizens of the United States have gone upon them claiming the 
right to settle and acquire title thereto under the general land laws of 
the United States ; and 

Whereas it is understood that the President of the United States 
does not regard said lands as open to settlement, and believes it to be 
his duty to remove all persons who go upon the same claiming the right 
to settle thereon, and for that purpose has directed the expulsion of the 
persons now on said lands by the use of military force, and there seems 
to be a probability of a conflict growing out of the attempt to expel said 
persons so claiming right and attempting to settle: Therefore, 

Resolved, That the President be requested to advise the Senate as to 
the status of the lands in question as viewed by the Executive, the ac­
tion taken, if any, to expel persons seeking to settle thereon, and the 
reason for the same, together with any other information in his posses­
sion bearing upon the existing con~roversy. 


