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CHAPTER |

INTRODUCTION

Some African American travelers who have visited the continent oféAfettrn
with a different perspective, a deeper understanding, and greater acceptaficanof s
culture.Modern air transportation, although more convenient than other modes of
transportation, creates a dilemma for culturalization of travelers péwair country and
visiting countries where cultural norms are vastly different. When the mode of
transportation once used was by ship and then by overland means (pack animals or
vehicles), a traveler was afforded the opportunity to gradually adapt to toailizf
culture of the country he or she was visiting. Air transportation erased all oppies
for gradual adaptation to the new culture and instead forced the traveleptonade
quickly. Then, after just a six-to-eight hour aircraft flight back to the dritates the
experiences of their ancestral heritage/heredity culture afféetspacts of their daily
lives.

Although much research has been done about the African American culture, none
could be located that specifically addressed how trans-Atlantic air trastspotias
affected the African-America culturBelson’s (1986Experiences of Black Tourists in
Africa, a published dissertation, directly and indirectly relates and alludes to some
cultural understanding of life in Americk.briefly mentions aspects of round trip

traveling to West Africa, it analyzes “the sentiments expressed andssifidd these as]



major themes...: [the] reasons for visiting Africa, travelers’ expgeasbf host,
traveler’s establishment of identity, [traveler’'s] experiences, andaheept of
discrimination” (p. 141)lt “investigate[d] the interest...and development of...[African
Americans’] involvement in international travel, and what that travel erddil(p. 7), 22
years agoThis research enhanced and updated the cultural aspects of the Nelson (1986)
study; it explored the reasons for visiting Africa, and the establishment otydenti
Further, it focused on the effected of international air transportation on ifrica
American’s culturalization after returning from West Africa.

The researcher, an annual leisure traveler to Africa since 1998, has wwated
11 West Africa countries and has included her personal perspectives in a sepgrate e
A seasoned tourist, the researcher has observed others, as a bystandehga® they
discovered self and Africa. This research formalized and obtained dipettfiom
participants which authenticated those casual observations and createsdatader the

literature.

Statement of the Problem

The aviation industry and international leisure tourist travel between thedUni
States and West Africa has directly and indirectly fostered ckangke African
American identity. Experiences of previous tourists was reviewed and coditnaiighe
travelers of today. This study focused on changes to attitude, landscape,tam$ clis
captured the recent-day values and perspectives, and was needed to exdmpuate
the datalt provided insight and possible expectations for tomorrow’s aviation traveler to

West Africa.



Purpose of the Study

The purpose of the study was to investigate the effects of air transpodati
African American culturalization from leisure tourist travel betwdenlinited States
and West Africa. It was to find how air travel has contributed to changles ifitican
American culture; it examined the reasons for visiting West Africa, lendrid-evolving

results of that journey.

Research Questions

The study was conducted to answer the primary research question: How or has ai
travel to West Africa affected and impacted the African Americami@#tThe
instrument questions were categorized into two areas: travel and transpavitt six
sub-questions about personal experiences; and stereotypes and cultural pesspective
containing fifteen interrogatories concerning personal affect (alteetithds) and effect

(resultant behaviors).

Assumptions

As the sole researcher who conducted all the interviews, it was assumed: (a) the
introduction of unintentional bias by verbal or nonverbal behaviors did not influence
participants’ responses, (b) all participants were candid and respondedyhduest
the interview, and (c) in analysis and interpretation the researchefietkeher own

position suppositions.



Limitation

The researcher recognized the following limitations. The use of a small,
nonprobability purposive sample of 13 limited the generalizability of they saslilts.
The availability of purposive sample of subjects to the researcher, ihigigness to be
interviewed, and participation in the study limited the amount of data that could be
gathered, transcribed, and analyzed. Several interviews were conductedibyith
telephone follow-up which eliminated the ability to observe physical behaviorsotiidt ¢
influence the tone, and texture of the interview. However, the experiences of the
participants and their expertise provided a rich source of data to aid in overd¢bening

limitation and thereby a meaningful study emerged.

Scope of the Study

The scope of this study was restricted to African Americans who tchasle
leisure tourists, rather than for education or business purposes, to West Africa afte
December 2004. Exposure to the experiences shared by participants’ couicthenef
entire African American community in enculturation and the aviation industrynggettve
African continent with insight for routing and scheduling. The data amassed #tuitlys
offered constructive information to make sound decisions and attested to the changed

African American culture.

Definitions

The following definitions of terms are furnished to provide, as nearly as possible

clear and concise meanings of terms used by the researcher in this study:



Africa — the world's second-largest continent in both area and population sonsist
of 54 countries, 15 are in West Africa. The area of the continent is approximately
11,700,000 square miles, four times the size of the United States; three-fourthisaf Afr
is in the tropicsThere is no official language of Afric@ver 1,000 different languages
are spoken. Some are on the verge of extinction and are only spoken by a few elderly
people Africa the birthplace of the human species developed about 5 million years ago
(Africa, 2007); the people have more physical variations than on any other continent; it
has some of the shortest and the tallest people in the world (Kigongo, n. d., para. 2, bullet
15). In 2005, the population of the African continent was estimated at 890 million people
(Africa, 2007).

African — “a native or inhabitant of Africa, person and especially a black person
of African ancestry” (Africa, 2007); person native born in the continent of Africa

African-American — “Simple identification of [descendents of] a ragiadised
group with a common point of origin in Africa...brought into the United States mainly
from the West Coast of Africa” (Naylor, 1997, p. 98n American of African and
especially of black African descent” (African-American, 2007); a persamibor
American whose ancestors were born in Africa (Hattery, 2007, p. 2).

Africanism — “any cultural (material or nonmaterial) or linguistic propef
African origin surviving in the New World or in the African diaspora” (Holloveand
Vass, 1993, xuviii).

Afrika / Afrikan (alternative spelling) — came into use in the 1960s with the Pa
African Nationalist movement to connect back with the ancient Afrikan use ofttibe le

‘K.” “Europeans...polluted Afrikan languages by substituting ‘C’ whenever they sa



‘K’...[such that when] Afrikan languages are translated (written) into iEhgétc., the
European alphabet...[is] used” (Nantambu, 2002).

The spelling Afrika “affirm[s] a[n] Africentric politicised beli@fhich
symbolizes an ethos of self definition and self determination. 'Afrisahot the
true name of the continent. The spelling of it with a ‘k’...symbolize[s] uniti wi
fellow diasporic Africans who share an African centered view of the world. The
spelling ‘Africa’ is deemed to represent a European world view. (Etymology,
2008, Afrika)

Air/Aerial transportation — “effected by means of aircraft, d¢réansportation”
(Aerial transportation, 2007); a mode of moving people and cargo by an aeria¢ vehicl
(airplane, jet-powered aircraft).

Black — “a person with dark skin who comes from Africa (or whose ancestors
came from Africa)” (Webster’s, 2006); “Black people are Africans in Acaér(Baugh,
1991, p. 135); a biased, archaic, old-fashioned term used to describe persons of African
descent who are not white or of European origGian be ambiguous depending on
context; the term is dated, and has evolved from Black to Afro-American, t@Afric
American.

Culture — “Everything having to do with human behavior and belief”
(LeCompete, Preissle, & Twesch, 1993, p. 5).

“The beliefs, customs, practices, and social behavior of a particular nation or

people;a group of people whose shared beliefs and practices identify the

particular place, class, or time to which they bel@particular set of attitudes

that characterizes a group of people” (Encarta, 2007, culture);



The beliefs and behaviors that a group of people have and hold in common, demonstrated
in many ways: customs, traditions, values, worldview, style of dress, attiovdasis
education; beliefs about the importance of time, celebrations, music, art; the
responsibilities and roles of children, teens, and farfliiythe 1970s...[as surviving]
African values and cultural practices...[were recognized],...the new &anilikin
relations,...values,...and...customs became the foundation of...family life and
identity...[evolving into today’s] African American culture” (Battle & & 2006,
p.18).

Culturalization — The actions, processes, or results of culture.

e Acculturation — “a change in the cultural behavior and thinking of a person
or group of people through contact with another culture; the process by
which somebody absorbs the culture of a society from birth onward”
(Encarta, 2007, acculturation).

e Enculturation — “the gradual acceptance by a person or group of the
standards and practices of another person or culture” (Encarta, 2007,
enculturation).

Identity — the distinguishing character or personality of an individual; thenés;
clothing choices, characteristic expressions, presentation of self withireeysoneness
with something described or asserté set of characteristics that somebody recognizes
as belonging uniquely to himself or herself and constituting his or her individual

personality for life (Encarta, 2007, identity).



Landscape — the traits, patterns, physical environment, social patterns, and
structure of a specific area; general situation of actithty,general situation providing
the background to a particular type of activity (Encarta, 2007, landscape)

Mindset — a mental attitude, a particular point of view, a person's frame of
reference that is fixed, a fixed state of mind; it is an honest expression ea @oost-of-
view; beliefs that affect somebody's attitudeset of beliefs or a way of thinking that
determine somebody's behavior and outlook (Encarta, 2007, mindset).

Stereotype — a negative, limiting, mistaken preconceived belief, a standardize
mental picture, often hurtful and damaging, that many people have about a person or a
culture different from their own that is applied to everyone in that group, a prejudice
attitude, or uncritical judgment; something conforming to a fixed or genetafpat
especially : a standardized mental picture that is held in common by membeysoap
and that represents an oversimplified opinion, prejudiced attitude, or uncritical jicigme
oversimplified conception: an oversimplified standardized image of a person or group
(Encarta, 2007, stereotype).

Traditions — an inherited pattern of thought or action, a memorized story or
custom passed down from generation to generation preserved over time with or without
written records. Custom or belief, a long-established action or pattern of behaior
community or group of people, often one that has been handed down from generation to
generation, a body of long-established customs and beliefs viewed as a set of
precedents; the handing down of patterns of behavior, practices, and beliefs that are
valued by a culture (Encarta, 2007, traditiods).inherited, established, or customary

pattern of thought, action, or behavior, the handing down of information, beliefs, and



customs by word of mouth or by example from one generation to another without written
instruction, cultural continuity in social attitudes, customs, and institutiongatbastic
manner, method, or style (Merriam-Webster’s, 2007, traditions).

West Africa — consists of 15 countries: Benin, Burkina Faso, Coéte d'lvoire (lvory
Coast), The Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Liberia, Mali, Mauyritiages,

Nigeria, Senegal, Sierra Leone, and Togo (Africa, 2007).



CHAPTER Il

REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE

Introduction

A review of the literature revealed a massive amount of history on Africa, the
slave trade and middle passage, the institution of slavery, emancipation, anddae Afri
American culture in many disciplines. Information about domestic trarsgoort travel,
and tourism was easily located. Data referencing transportation to anch&akfrican
continent, specifically West Africa, was almost non-existent, unlegssitaddressing the

slave trade of years ago. That transportation method was by water versus a

Looking Back — Reflections—Prior to 1986

Trans-Atlantic Transportation

Literature records that between 1500 and 1870 over 12 million Africans crossed
the Atlantic Ocean by ships to the Americas in the slave trade. Othds ti@vieusiness
or pleasure are sparsely noted, except as extractions from personalbgsénd
diaries.
The travel journal of Heermance (1847), a supercargo, revealdtbtitgomery
an American cargo vessel, left New York August 21, 1846, and arrived Liberia, [Wes

Africa] October 6' — a one-way trans-Atlantic voyage that took 47 days (Description,

10



para 1). Supercargo, a term in maritime law, is the person in charge of the sgp's car
and entrusted to make the voyage profitable by selling, buying and receivingfgoods
the owner. The barqusla de Cubdeft the port of New York with 56 passengers
traveling to West Africa on November 7, 1853. Peterson (1854), a passenger, wrote they
experienced sea-sickness, very rough heavy seas, over-cast weathemds| had no
meat — unable to catch any fish or turtles, and the ship sprung a leak which was pumped
dry. They arrived 42 days later on December 18 (chap. iv). The return trip only took 32
days from February 4, 1854 arriving March 6th (chap. vi).
African American Exploration in West Africmthers the daily diaries of
three explorers who maintained their exploits and experiences between 1858 and
1872, in the Liberia and Guinea, West Africa, of today. It was during the
American civil war, that several thousand African Americans imrtegrto
Liberia seeking freedom. The prosperity, beauty, language, fauna, flora and
cultures of the people were depicted. The warfare and dangers were also
conveyed — as one of the explorers was attacked and died, and his companion was
captured and sold back into slavery again. (Fairhead, Geysbeek, Holsoe, & Leach,
2003, chap. 3, 4, 5, 6)
Black Star Line, a steamship company incorporated in June 1919, was chartered
“to connect...[African American] producers and consumers around the world,...and to
provide transportation for those who chose to go to Africa” (Pisano, 2006, p. 118).
Arsenault (2006) states “overcome with emotion as he sails for Africa in 1923, a young
and impulsive [Langston] Hughes tosses his personal library, volume by volume, into the

ocean, ‘symbolically jettisoning his book- bound Western identity” (p. 26).
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Transportation to and from Africa was predominantly by water. History records
the first air crossing of the Atlantic occurring in the late 1920s and e&03s1®rior to
that time one had to make a concerted effort and commit many resourcesmaine,
money, and perseverance to journey to the African Continent. However, “by 1950...the
Atlantic [Ocean] had finally been conquered for the common passenger” (Beginnin
d., para. 11) wishing to go to European countries. Travel was not affordable to the masses
of African American who have a complex identity, made more perplexing by it
duality—they are African by ethnicity and American by birth and citizenshiperican

descendents of enslaved Africans.

Stereotypes — Cultural Perspectives

Captured, chained, marched, imprisoned, branded, and shipped, enslaved Africans
brought their own religious beliefs, languages, and cultural practiceshein

when they were forced on ships from Africa...however, slave traders and owners
mounted a systematic and brutal campaign to de-Africanize them,...stripping

them of their original names, languages and religious beliefs. As subjugation
African languages was discourage; non-English communication wag, ilega

was for slaves to be taught to read or write. Over time, Africans in America

formed a new and common identity focused on their mutual condition in America
as opposed to cultural and historic ties to Africa. Anyone tainted with African
ancestry was believed inherently inferior morally and intellectudliys,t

subordinate. (Hoobler, 1995, chap. 1-3)
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In 1903, W. E. B. DuBois (1989) described African Americans —
slaves/descendents of slaves — as “a sort of seventh son, born with a veil, andtgifted w
second-sight in this American world— a world which yields him no true self-
consciousness, but only lets him see himself through the revelation of the other world”
(p- 5). DuBois defined it a “double-consciousness,” and wrote:

It is a peculiar sensation, this double-consciousness, this sense of always looking

at one’s self through the eyes of others, of measuring one’s soul by the tape of a

world that looks on in amused contempt and pity. One ever feels his two-ness—

an American, a Negro; two souls, two thoughts, two unreconciled strivings; two
warring ideals in one dark body, whose dogged strength alone keeps it from being

torn asunder. (p. 5)

For example, in 1921, “the airplane’s first known appearance in...[an] attack on
American soil” (Pisano, 2006, p. 105) was witnessed in the racially motivated invasion of
Greenwood, the northeast corner of the city of Tulsa, Oklahoma, on June 1. Itis
mentioned here due to its significance in the cultural connotations of perspaative
aviation. According to Pisano (2006), the airplanes reputedly dropped nitroglycerin to
ignite “white fire” from above (pp. 107-109). During this timeframe there wW@rgent
thoughts. First, “the airplane could serve as the tool...dedicated to the ultimatgisabje
of...[African] Americans” (p. 111). The second, downplayed the airplanes’ physical
threat by proposing:

The need for...[African] American to learn to fly to ready themselves foneiae

air age in America.... touted...that...becoming able pilots, could dispel white

[held] stereotypes of...incompetent, easily frightened, lacking in ambitions,
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and...[unintelligence]. By learning to fly...[African Americans]...could help pave

the way for true democracy in America.... [and simultaneously] impress on

whites their equality. (p. 115
A clear example of stereotypes and expectations or looking at one’s self threiggles
of others!

In America, the continent of Africa has been defined/distorted by others in multi-
media — print, radio, television, film, etc. Words and phrases such as savage,
impoverished, corrupt, unstable, afflicted with starving children, AIDS, virusesanga
factions, ethnic cleansing, polygamy, and a primitive lifestyle, etc., have bektouse
characterize Africa and the people. Negative stereotyping guised gaianent in
productions likelarzan and Jungle Jinand some western nomenclature tends to
perpetuate and limit perspectives. For example, Rich (1976) describes jubgleti
third world, and Dark Continent as “words that often...put down the 350 million” (p. 14)
people who live in Africa, in the following manner:

Actual rain forest—better known as jungle—covers only about five percent of the

continent. Yet, the term is used so much that many—if not most—

[Americans]...grow up thinking that 90 percent of Africa is jungle.

“Tribe” is a word coined by Europeans to describe the organization of
groups of people sharing a common language....But it is no longer used to
describe Europeans. It is almost always used to describe Third World people and
it implies a “put down.” Tribal warfare was waged in Nigeria. But a civil war

persists in Northern Ireland. There are no tribes in New York City—only New
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Yorkers, or more specifically, Italians, Jews and so forth. Why not Africans

Africa? Or more specifically, Masai, Kuba and Berbers?

As for “hut”? [sic] The idea in the West often is that Africans live in crude
or temporary shelters.... But few Africans see their homes as crudeportam

Some African homes are poor, but many are not. (p.14)

“Third World” is a term which is negatively defined. Merriam-Webste2&0(7)
definition is: nations “not aligned with...communist or the non-communist” [countries]
(definition 1), or not developed implying not a part of the global economic system, not
industrialized, not technologically advanced, “in debt to Western banks and
governments...[and] depend on international aid to...meet basic needs” (ICONS Project,
2004, Third World). According to Merriam-Webster (2007) the Dark Continent is Africa
(definition 1). “Anything dark implies something bad or evil; therefore, ‘Dark @enti
is verbally commensurate with ‘Dark Ages’ (Kern-Foxworth, 1985, pp. 158-159). It is
pejorative to say Africa is backwards lacking literature, contemporariaad cultural
achievements, etc. This type of verbiage used by mass media communica&ffsdied
perceptions.

Many Americans experience tunnel vision when formulating perceptions about
Africa. Hero (1969) recorded “in 1957...only one percent of...[African-America],
contrasted with six percent of...[white Americans], could name as many as five
countries, colonies, or other territories on the African continent” (p. 223). In 1985, Kern-
Foxworth proposed “many...[African]-American...hold an intense fascination with
Africa...while there are also many...[others] who know little about Africa” (p. 156)

Many African Americans held derogatory savage views of Africa gndaks.
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For “over...450 years, it is estimated that more than 11 million Africans...[up tO]
40 million were taken from their homeland—the largest forcible movement of people in
history. The majority were shipped to the New World” (Hoobler, 1995, p. Tl8s
enormous indeterminate number of native Africans were stolen from many esumiti
“the first shipments of slaves from Africa came from West Africdafke, 1993, p. xv).
That means, “in West Africa...[is where] the ancestors of the majority afakir
Americans were born” (Hoobler, 1995, p. 9).

Enduring the atrocities and annihilation of their personal history, language,
religion, family, culture, and country, African American are lefthtit knowledge of
their fore-parents (ancestors) or an African county to call home. Ninety-ninenpzent
percent of the decedents in the last century have lived through generationsatingcil
racist identity conferred by othef#&ny person of identifiable African descent, no matter
the degree of ‘white’ ancestry, was classified as” (Legacies iarism n. d., para. 4)
negroid, mulatto, colored, negro, black-Africans, American negro, mixed, biracial,
multiracial, quadroon, octoroon, and other terms. These classifications creadela r
caste system...[with] racialized attitudes. [This] racism becamehemant and lasting
part of North American culture” (Legacies in America, n. d., para. 4). Given theimgwver
of identity terms, the derogatory views of Africa, and the legacy of theatftansc slave
trade how could African descendants removed to America be expected to have an
understanding of, an appreciation for, or pride in Africa?

In America, prior to the 1950s-1960s, for a person of African descent to be called
an African was a most egregious serious insult. However, “as African natioggled

against colonialism and eventually gained independence in the 1950s and 1960s,
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many...[African] Americans began to take pride in contemporary Africa afideddhat
Africans had much to teach them” (Romano, 2003, p. 1602). “Many important things
were happening to African people in the United States [and] Africa...during the
60’s....Major changes were taking place....[The] African soul was starting toagrdw
develop...[before] the energy of the times...[made] it explode” (Branch, J., 1999, p. 4).
Through involvement, education, and research the naming of self has evolved from Black
to Afro-American, to today, proudly—African American. An emerging mintisétavel,
trans-Atlantic travel, and explore the African continent was incrgasithin the

population.

Yesterday—1986-2005

Trans-Atlantic Transportation

During 1986 — 2005 several airline companies provided direct non-stop service
from the United States to West Africa. Their ability to maintain sadblestir carrier
operations status has been extremely challenging.

To enhance safety, in 1992, the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA)
implemented the International Aviation Safety Assessments (IASA) arotp “ensure
that all foreign air carriers that operate to or from the United Statgw@perly licensed
and with safety oversight provided by a competent Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) in
accordance with International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) stadsia(Federal
Aviation Administration [FAA] International Aviation Safety AssessnsgiSA]

Program, 2007, Overview).
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The Department of Transportation (DOT) “notifies the FAA of the [country’s]
application and requests the FAA's evaluation of the...[country’s] CAA's capdobili
providing safety certification and continuing oversight for its internationalkcsii(FAA
IASA Process, 2007, para. 2J.he FAA Flight Standards Service will...schedule...FAA
assessment [teams to] visit...the CAA of the applicant's country” (FAARIRBCesS,
2007, para. 3). All inclusive “checklists...are used by [the] FAA teams during the
performance of the in-country portion of...the assessment” (FAA IASAgssent,
2007).The two results possible after the assessment are “does comply with ICAO
standards, and does not comply with ICAO standards” (FAA IASA Definitions, 2007,
para. 1). If the CAA meets standards, FAA gives a Category 1 ratingngeaei
country’s air carriers may initiate or continue service to the UnitadsSéamd engage in
code-share arrangements with other American carriers.

If the CAA does not meet standards, a Category 2 rating is iSBaisdneans
operations are restricted to current levels of any existing service tinttezl States
while corrective actions are pursued. No new operations can be initiated, code-share
arrangements are not supported, and all operations are subject to additional insgections a
U.S. airports. When the factors that caused or contributed to the Category 2 oating, f
example: lacking necessary laws or regulations, or deficiencies in one orreesgesaich
as technical expertise, trained personnel, and record keeping or inspecticlupascare
resolved another assessment is scheduled. While in Category 2 status cougtries ma
conduct services if using aircraft wet-leased (aircraft, crew, praante, insurance, etc.

leased) from a duly authorized and properly supervised Category 1 country that is
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authorized to serve the United States with its own aircraft (FAA IAS#nDiens,
2007).

“After the assessment visit, consultations (if necessary), and natifisdtave
been completed, the FAA will publicly release the results of...assessmerad.UtS.
citizens so they can make informed choices in their international” (FAA IASAeRs,
2007, para. 9) flight planning.

In 1997, the Department of Transportation launched an African Aviation Initiative
to stimulate dormant aviation relations between America and Africa by inmgrawi
links between the continents. Concurrently with an economic initiative, but in an
independent approach, the Safe Skies for Africa was implemented.

The purpose of this presidential initiative...[was] to promote sustainable

improvements in aviation security,...safety, [and air navigation] in Africa, and to

create the environment necessary to foster the growth of aviation services

between Africa and the United States. (FAA, 2006, Safe Skies, para. 1)

These improvements were essential if America registered craftsovared and
depart African airports.

Pan American World Airways (Pan Am), formed in 1927 (Pan American, 2007),
was the only United States registered airline offering transportatioe&ethmerica and
Africa. It was the only airline allowed by the government “to fly outsidénefuSA”

(Reed, 2006, para. 11) in the 1930s and early 1940s. It began with seaplane service
between America and Europe in 1937, and made the first jet-powered trans-Atlantic
commercial flight in 1958. Pan Am provided the longest-lasting service to Afitica.

opened the route [direct non-stop flights from America] to West Africa [withraang
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service to several West African countries] in 1946” (B. Larsson, personal
communication, December 6, 2006). By 1969 they “had extensive flights to obscure
destinations in Africa...operating a schedule more conducive to being a flesy taan
[for] profit” (Pan Am, 2006, March 1, 1969). Merging in 1980 with National Airlines,
was precipitous to Pan Am’s demise through corporate culture clashing, intdenpat
fleets merging, and another emerging recession (Pan Am, 2006, January 1980). In order
to obtain cash Pan Am had sold many of its routes to other carriers; howevertisedlig
Africa were no longer scheduled and did not appear on the timetables “through about the
end of 1986” (D. Keller, personal communication, October 24, 2006). That is, routing to
West Africa “was discontinued either late in 1986 or early 1987” (B. Larssommnaers
communication, December 6, 2006). “Pan Am celebrated ftaBfiversary of
[providing] trans-Atlantic service in 1989” (Pan Am, 2006, July 1, 1989). After
experiencing deregulation, worldwide recession, airline airfare wars,rHigHeosts,
operational and management difficulties they filed for bankruptcy protectionfiand s
down on “December 4th [1991]. ‘The World's Most Experienced Airline’ was gone (Pan
Am, 2006, October 27, 1991). “Pan Am was a pioneer of the technology that promised to
shrink the globe and foster a boom in international travel” (Reed, 2006, para. 12).

Air Afrique Airlines was founded June 26, 1961 by 11 newly independent West
African countries. Their route connected the region's capitals, with almbstliddits
from those cities to Paris (Onishi, 2001, para. 3, 6, 10). It offered several ftmts
New York to West Africa each week “from at least 1979...until they ceased opstation
(D. Keller, personal communication, October 24, 2006). According to labor and

management sources and outside analysts what went wrong was that Air Magjae
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political creation, not a business, and lacked leadership and accountability? &ki Am

gone, Air Afrigue became the main provider for the routes. While flights welys
overbooked, or delayed for days and late departing, or cancelled without advance notice
or reason, it was the only carrier that flew direct from New York to Dalaredal, West
Africa. It “became better known as ‘Air Maybe’” (Onishi, 2001, para. 18). Air Afrique
terminated operations in 2001, “returned its sole remaining aircraft to thegleas

company in mid-January, [2002] before [it] was seized for [non] payment,...and filed for
bankruptcy” (BBC News, 2002, para. 3-5).

Ghana Airways was established in 1958 and from 2000 operated two non-stop
trans-Atlantic round-trip flights per week between New York John F. KenAggeprt to
Accra, Ghana, West Africa, and two non-stop trans-Atlantic round-trip flggrtsveek
from Baltimore-Washington International Airport to Accra. Unable to mear@ategory
1 status, on July 28, 2004, “Ghana'’s state-run airline was barred by U.S. offigatiay
from flying into and out of the United States during an investigation of altetgiti
ignored orders to ground unsafe aircraft and flew on an expired license” (K200dx,
para. 1).

Nigeria Airways began in 1958, and was defunct in 2002. “At the beginning of
the 21st century, Nigeria had a notoriously poor aviation safety recordr{@ige07,
Economy: Transportation and telecommunications: Shipping and air transport,)para. 2
“Nigeria Airways’ route was Lagos, Nigeria, West Africa to New k;on the early
1980s” (D. Keller, personal communication, October 24, 2006) continuing for several
years, but is no longer available. They ceased service May, 2003 (BBC News, 2003, para.

3).
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Virgin Nigeria Airways began in 2004 to replace Nigeria Airways. They had
planned to launch scheduled flights from Lagos to Newark, New Jersey follgveed b
stop in Washington, DC as its second American destination. The FAA has denied the
airline a permit for direct Nigeria to America service (Virgin Nigehirways, 2006).

South African Airways (SAA) began in 1934 (Morrison and Austin-Williams,
2004, para. 1). “In 1991, ...[they were allowed to] resume flights to New York City's J. F.
Kennedy International Airport for the first time since the United Statpssed
economic sanctions on South Africa in 1986” (South African Airways (SAA), 2006).
Flights from New York and Washington, DC to West Africa were four times weekl
2005. Permission for non-stop service from any American city direct to Ghana was
discontinued in 2004, therefore Dakar, Senegal became the first stop before the flight
continued to Johannesburg, South Africa (SAA, 2006). “SAA...has had full and
uninterrupted FAA Category 1 status certification since the late ninetgeresi (SAA,
2006).

In summary, trans-Atlantic transportation, 1986-2005, was fraught with
challenges for each of the airlines trying to serve West Africaafr@dtfrican American
traveling by air, an incidental comment about the experience was: “Ohe wbtst parts
of the trip [to West Africa] can be getting there. It is a long way and tineplare
normally full...transportation is a major consideration” (Bailey, 2002, p. 30). The
surviving carrier in operation in 2005 seemed to be proficient, stable, and efficient in
their flights to South Africa which benefits travelers to West Africauts African
Airways continues to ‘Bring the World to Africa and Take Africa to the World™

(Corporate Communications, 2006, para. 10).
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Stereotypes — Cultural Perspectives

Travelers to West Africa increased after the civil rights struggfiéise 1950s and
60s “as materials about Africa and its history were unearthed and madecautihe r
available” (Magubane, 1987, p. 232). Alex Haley’s (19R6dtsand the 13-hours
television series “about lineage and blood, history and suffering, and the need to know
about...[culture] was a magnificent attempt to re-establish the ties that bididcan
Americans] to their ancestral home” (Magubane, 1987, p. 233).

The number of African Americans traveling to Africa according to Nelsb®36
research “has increased since the early ‘70s as a result of improved ecorttany, be
education, more access to travel with competitive prices, less pressui@ aing the
simple desire to partake of the good life of travel” (p. 191). Nelson reports fth#tier

Of travel to Africa the expressed need for some visitors is to seek roots,
for others it is to get to know the people and their customs, while for some it is to
fulfill their interest in historical events. Visitors...were variouslyenasted in the
host’s value systems, religion, politics and domestic side of life, that isyfamil
relationships, how women relate to men and the child-rearing practices. One
person said that she wanted to learn why her ancestors decided to sell some of
their people into slavery. Another interest was in trying to learn why.iddis

were] so disadvantaged, and cannot organize and do better for themselves? One

participant reported that since there was so little information about. ciifri

people] during her school days she thought it important to visit Africa to see how

much she could learn. The simple process of identifying with the whole feeling of

‘Blackness’ was another reason for wanting to visit Africa.
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[Hesitancy, reluctance, to] non-interest in visiting Africa...was
varied....One person [feared non-acceptance] because she was the daughter of a
slave...[who] had lost her identity which included language,...dress, patterns of
religion, dance, and beliefs. Another...thought...by dressing differently...,
wearing lipstick, or eating with knives and forks, she might be ridiculed,...that
she would view...as...prejudice.... [Some were] upset at the
tragedies...shown...by the media...[like] dire poverty..., [starvation]..., multiple
wives, bare-chested women, and pot-bellied children. (pp. 192-193)

While some of the people may be financially poor...their land which is controlled
by others is rich in many mineral resources. African American “viwsrica lurched
from one extreme to another” (Holloway, 2003, p. 99) and have been shaped through lack
of information and the media. A “greater acceptance of cultures and [of] peoftesrdif
from our own” (Rich, 1980, p. 43) western value-system and way of thinking was
realized through tourism to West Africa. “Tourism [has been] promoted as acure f
[some of] the economic ills” (Steffen, 1986, p. 2217).
Travelers to West Africa have found it is a dynamic continent of diverse cultures
economies and aspirations. Nelson’s (1986):

Findings indicate that the travelers were satisfied with their Africgih vi
in terms of new sights and learning. There was much to see and much to learn.
Visitors had the unique opportunity (although short) of assessing the people and
culture then deciding if something was missing in their psyche, what they needed
to fill this missing link, and if a visit to the society from which their ancestor

came a long time ago fulfilled this need. (p. 200)
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The missing identity seems to come from the loss of continuity in the
heritage....[Nelson] believe[s] that very little if any difference waslenin the
area of establishing or redefining an identity by visiting Africa. Too muncé ti
has elapsed and too much has changed. Perhaps the idea of establishing an
identity through ties with Africa is only an illusion. It is something that is
unattainable for...[African] Americans today. What can be felt is the sztifa
of going to Africa and knowing that one [h]as “set foot” on the soil and in the
country of ancestors and a country with a ruling plurality of Blacks, Blacks i
power as opposed to a society with a plurality of Whites who are the rulers.

(p. 201)

One of the questions posed by Nelson at the conclusion of the 1986 research was
“has the experience helped those [African] Americans who [have] travelddda
establish a stronger identity as an American citizen?” (p. 203). As a by-prtdsic
research may be able to illuminate some thoughts in how traveling and conveniamce of
transport has impacted the African American identity.

John Branch (1999), tour director of annual African heritage tours says:

We talk of culture as a way of life, a certain way of walk, a special kind of
talk, smells, sounds, rhythms, variations of spices to universal foods, and
sometimes new and different foo@&ach culture becomes distinct in varying
degrees; it is like putting on your own stamp, your own way of recognizing a

people, [ourselves]. (p. vi)
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Branch and Pryor Malis. (2001) contributed to the identity issues through a
production for television broadcast in which several tourist travelers conuhresite
follows:

They [the enslavers] pretended that we were not human so that they could
do it.... Intellectually | knew about slavery, | knew what happened. But it is
different knowing it, reading it, hearing it, and being here [in a slave dungeon].
(15:40-15:54)

[We are] descendent of the strongest of the strong...to have survived this
hell. (16:20 16:29)

| had no idea...once | entered that [slave] dungeon my feelings was gonna
be changed — the way that they were. (19:05-19:14)

[Tour director Branch said:] it takes something like [a visit to] thesesla
dungeons and forts to bring them [African America tourists] to their rehhty t
they are African regardless of how many centuries they have been removed from
this land. (19:57- 20:08)

| have actually connected with Africa — there is a physical connection —
before it was a thought, it was thoughts, it was words, it was a desire — bat | ha
actually connected — | have walked on the soil - AFRICAN AMERICAN
THAT'S ME! (20:08-20:26)

So now, | am so proud to say that | am an African. | am AN
AFRICAN....Yes, | live in America...but my roots, Africa, AFRICA...that’s it for

me! (20:26-20:46)
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Having been called Black Americans, Afro-Americans, and Colored the
comments of some travelers in 2001 state an immediate change in their pezsyecti
their identity to that of Africans.

C. Bailey (2002) writes: Africa must be seen to be understood. If you have
never been there, you won't understand the attraction. Once you've been there and
experienced the "African high," you will return again and again. Each tithbewi
different, even if you keep going back to the same places. The more you go back,

the more you will realize you will never get enough. (p. 30)

Today — Recent Journals—2006

Trans-Atlantic Transportation

Today air travel has become more affordable. Several airlines okéet dwn-
stop service to West Africa with other carriers proposing to implement routes.

At the start of this research North American Airlines (NAA) inauguraten-stop
service between the United States and West Africa on June 4, 2006. Service linked
Baltimore/Washington International Thurgood Marshall Airport (BWI) to Barjuke
Gambia West Africa, with continuing service to Accra, Ghana (North Amrerdrlines
[NAA], 2006, Gambia). The Gambia has FAA IASA Category 2 status (FAA IASA
Results, 2007).

On July 17, 2006, non-stop scheduled service between Lagos, Nigeria [West
Africa] and New York’s John F. Kennedy International Airport was to be added to thei
schedule (NAA, 2006, Lagos). However, the “FAA assessed Nigeria's Civiiidtwvia

Authority (NCAA) and determined it does not provide safety oversight of its mieica
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operators in accordance with the minimum safety oversight standardssésdliy the
International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO)” (FAA IASA Prograr20Q07).
February 19, 2008, the discontinuance of scheduled international service to West
Africa was announced by
Rob Binns, [NAA’s] Chief Commercial and Planning Officer [who said] “we
have been pleased that all...[West African] markets have performed on a revenue
basis as we anticipated”....these markets [have become] untenable...[due to] the
rising....jet fuel costs [which has] increase[d] 60 percent since we entered the
Africa markets in 2005. (NAA Discontinue, 2008, para. 2)
The Huff Daland Dusters crop-dusting operation began in 1924, and evolved into
today’s Delta Air Lines (Delta Airline [DALCorporate Informatiom. d., 1924).
December 4, 200@®elta inaugurated daily direct trans-Atlantic flights from AtiarGA
to Dakar, Senegal (DAL Dakar, 2006, para. 1) and increased routing by defrarting
New York Kennedy on June 9, 2008 (DAL Expansion, 2007, para.3). Service direct to
Lagos, Nigeria from Atlanta commenced December 3, 2007 (DAL Lagos, 20071 para
They anticipate departures from New York Kennedy in December, 2008 (DAL ,Lagos
2007, para. 4). October 22, 2008, Delta Air Lines "announced it will expand its service to
the African continent with the introduction of the first and only flight
between...Atlanta...and Monrovia, Liberia;---[it] will make a stop at...Cégéde...and
will start in June, 2009” (DAL Monrovia, 2008, para. 1).
South African Airways (SAA) increased flights from New York and Waslimgt
DC to daily service in 2006. On April 10, 2006, SAA entered a code-share agreement

with United Airlines (United Airlines [UA], 2006, para 3), where (a) flightites are
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shared, (b) tickets sold and flight connections made on each other’s flights, diedqc) f
earn miles useable on each other’s flights. Thus code sharing enabled greate and
increased flight availability.
Today South African Airways, United, and Delta Air Lines provide a lithite
number of trans-Atlantic direct non-stop flights to Dakar, Senegal andgoisLaligeria
in West Africa, regularly, in comparison to the numerous flights scheduled fop&ur
Airlines schedules showed abundant flights to European cities. The distance may
be less than the distance to West Africa but the air fare was at lezstiier European
fare to go approximately the same distance to West Africa. Themefedata contained
in the table below shows the variance (distance and cost) in air traveltda@cations in
Europe and West Africa. Input parameters to the respective airline’s welsédor a
round trip economy class adult ticket departing February 25, 2009 and returning March

13, 2009. All data was collected October, 2008.
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TABLE |

DISTANCE & AIRFARE OF SELECT EUROPEAN &
WEST AFRICAN AIRPORTS

Departure  Destination Approx. Tax &
Airline Flight # Airport Airport Miles Fare Fees Total Cost

America  142/105 NY Kennedy London 3452 426.00 156.90 582.90

Delta 3/4 NY Kennedy London 3452 456.80 126.88 583.86
America 44/45 NY Kennedy Paris 3635 577.00 105.90 682.90
Delta  8603/8550 NY Kennedy Paris 3635 651.80 75.16 726.96

Alitalia  609/610 NY Kennedy Rome 4284 634.00 73.60 707.60
Delta 148/149 NY Kennedy Rome 4284 629.80 42.85 672.65
United 4586/4587 NY Kennedy Dakar, SN 3805 970.00 493.33 1463.33

South

African  204/203  NY Kennedy Dakar 3812 799.00 473.34 1272.34
Airline

Delta 34/35 Atlanta, GA Dakar 4340 1395.80 136.70 1532.50

Delta 50/57 Atlanta, GA Lagos, NG 5840 1466.80 59.50 1526.30

(Alitalia Airline Schedule, 2008; America AirlinecBedule, 2008, Delta Air Lines Schedule, 2008; .
Schedule, 2008; UA Schedule, 2008)

As of January 2008 only three West African countries appear on the FAA Flight
Standards Service IASA Program Assessment Results list: Ivory, Gadegory 1; The

Gambia and Ghana have a Category 2 rating. Of the fifty-four total Africanresjrihe
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spreadsheet only lists eleven, wherein only five attained a Category 1(FRAIKGASA
Results, 2008).

The ability or inability for some African countries to establish and mairaai
aviation infrastructure that consistently meets requirements has lud@enpatic which
affects the availability and diversity of flights servicing aartdestinations. The African
cultural reasons for this is a topic for another research project, but this ihstdxs

impact African Americans who wish to go directly to a specific destinaafely.

Stereotypes — Cultural Perspectives

African “Americans’ attention to and opinion of Africa shifted frequentliight
of watershed moments in African history, the development of the Cold War, and the
dramatic growth of civil rights struggles in the United States” (Romano, 2003, p. 1602)
Through the media, visions of Africa reeled from one extreme to another, shaping
attitudes about Africa, and fostering a “greater acceptance of [differdtures and
peoples” (Rich, 1980, p. 43).

Exposure to the culture of Africa, African history, and African-Amerigestory
was beneficial in building cultural pride, self esteem and changing sddiadies. With
increased knowledge about historical self, opened/changed minds, and increasald cult
pride. Changes in cultural awareness can be seen in celebrations of Afrieanans.
The gele (headdress), lapa (wraparound skirt), ntamas (long cloth wrapped andrtied ove
one shoulder), kufis (hats) became a part of the lifestyle, perhaps not daily butfteore
than never, as it was before. This included an awareness that can also be seen in

celebrations with African foods like fufu and peanut soup; it was a new sense of the
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interconnection between Africa and African-Americans in the Unitei@Sthrought
about by travel and exposure.
Morrison (1987) writes:

It has long and widely been assumed that...[African]-Americans have alspecia

concern for African affairs, an assumption resulting from the West African

ancestry of...[African]-Americans. It is thought that these descendantstlike
ethnic entities in the United States, desire some form of continuing linkage to the

“motherland.” (p. 269)

“Western influences in education and on the economy have been factors in the
gradual process of culture change” (Steffen, 1986, p. 2217). Today tourism remaps the
exit routes from Africa and has made a mark on heritage and identity. Throogth tra
Atlantic travels termed homeland, roots, heritage tours, or other terms, ttenAfr
American identity, mindset, and landscape formation has become a commodifie¢d objec
changing the culture (Ebron, 2000, p. 910). Air transportation has accelerated the process;
and “tourism,...from inception 1965 to present,...[was]| promoted as a cure for the
economic ills” (Steffen, 1986, 2217) of some African countries.

It was highly recommended by the travels in the 1986 study that prior to the firs
journey to Africa, the motherland, travelers be given some type of or@ntati
minimize or dispel stereotypes, and possibly alleviate culture shock on.gsownad
examples cited were (a) shocked and amazed that African people own ane thairag
own businesses, banks, universities, etc.; (b) astonished at the intellectusisbihaind
capacity, (c) astounded that people are undaunted at whether or not utilities work

(electricity, water, etc.); (d) surprised at the level of congeyiahd hospitality, and (e)
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stunned that some urban and rural areas are just as any found in the so-cafled civil

world. Having discussed some of those items enhanced expectations and broadened their
perspectives and sense of Africa. “As the chains of slavery were brokefrit@ana in

the West, our chain and link to Mother Africa must never be broken” (Branch, J., 1999, p.
3) [again].

Futtrell (2001) said air transportation has fostered increased awaradess a
knowledge, helped clarify formation/establishment of identity, and made cont/dree
adoption/perpetuation to the current mindset, attitudes, and backdrop of the African
American culture.

Holloway (2003) reviewed Meriwether and recorded African-Amesta
“shifting sense of American citizenship reflected [in] a constaniyveng kinship with
Africa, a...discourse between real citizenship and imagined kinship demand[ed
recognition of] how ideas migrate across vast expanses and take root in nesvispac

complex ways” (p. 99). Direct non-stop trans-Atlantic flight aided in thevewaént.

Summary

The review of the literature provided only limited information regarding amnstr
Atlantic flights to West Africa. Unlike information about routes to Europe whiab w
readily available, data on routes to Africa was usually mentioned as aosmheenit or an
insignificant note, rather than a topic of interest. The data that was eveldoatlyd was
retrieved from historical websites, ‘the schedule’ archives ohaidompanies’ no longer

in business, or from aviation enthusiasts.
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This research looked at the effect and affect of trans-Atlantic asgaatation on
African American culturalization after travelers return to Amerécad adds to the

literature.
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CHAPTER IlI

METHODOLOGY

Research Design

The purpose of the study was to determine the effects of air transportation on
African American culturalization from leisure tourist travel betweerlthiged States
and West Africa.

This research explored individuals’ life experiences through their exmpmess
thoughts, and feelings about traveling and touring West Africa. This metloocedlfor
meaningful expressions of complex and personal experiences in order to obtain a deep
rich understanding. It followed an ethnographic qualitative design to describgenal
and interpret “a culture-sharing group’s shared patterns of behavior, beliefangndde
that develop over time” (Creswell, 2005, p. 436jollowed five steps: (a) identified
intent and design, (b) obtained necessary approval, (c) used appropriateldetiamol
procedures, (d) analyzed and interpreted the data, and (e) the reporittesns as
detailed by Creswell (2005, pp. 448-453). To foster an environment for ease of
information exchange and disclosure, personal one-on-one interviews were held as
prescribed by Berg (2007).

Ethnographic qualitative design, in its truest sense, requires “long-term

access...so... [the researcher] can build a detailed record of...[particjgmettaviors
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and beliefs over time. [The researcher]...may be a participant in the grouper|opeg]
extensive fieldnotes, interview[ing] many people, and collect[ing]...evidenestablish

the record” (Creswell, 2005, p. 436). In this study, the term started aftembec2004

and extended to January 2008iring the three-year period the researcher had occasion
to travel and interact with some participants annu@lhgswell (2005) stated the

researcher “can no longer [be] view[ed]...as an objective reporter; indteagsearcher

is only one voice among many...who need[s] to be heard” (p.#8#)is ethnographic
collective case study—*multiple cases are described and compared to proigbeime

an issue” (Creswell, 2005, p. 589)—focus was on individuals and the search was for the

shared patterns or themes affecting the African American culture.

Research Questions

While questions did evolve, the primary research question was: How or has air
travel to West Africa affected and impacted the African Americami@#t

Some of the questions of the Nelson (1986) study (interest in travel to Africa,
expectations, experiences, and was Africa seen as “home”) were updateensed,
and included in the interview instrument. The categories of interview questiras (&)
Travel — Transportation which contained six questions that queried participants’
experiences and (b) Stereotypes — Cultural Perceptions, which looked for evidence of
changed, altered, understood, enriched and or enhanced mindset, landscape, and

environment; fifteen inquiries examined participants’ affect andfthete

36



Selection of Sample

Intent and Design — Step One

The focus of this study (step 1) was to understand air transportation’s role in the
activity of traveling to West Africa as a tourist through collective chseies, and the
impact to culture after the tourist returnélding the Stake definition (as cited in
Creswell, 2005, p. 439) “multiple cases [were] described and compared to provide

insight” in this qualitative study.

Institutional Review Board (IRB) Approval — Step Two

The characteristics of the population for this research were African ganeri
over the age of 18, who were born and raised in the United States, and who, after
December 2004, traveled to West Africa as tourists, rather than for ietuaabusiness
purposes. Institutional Review Board (IRB) approval was obtained (stép&2)RB
approval form is located in Appendix G.

Due to a limited number of people having expertise in the area being researched,
and as an “in-depth understanding require[d] that only a few cases be studiede{Cres
2005, p. 439), the initial non-probability, purposeful sample size waRé&sources
permitted an additional three cases to be studied. The Nelson (1986) study hasiemly se
interviewees.

Each subject satisfied the characteristics of the population detailed &lveevef
the gatekeepers—sources of participants—was The Afrikan Poetry Theatre ®iso off

six to eight African heritage tours annually.
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Methods

Data Gathering and Collection — Step Three

Data was collected (step 3) from African American tourists who hadlé to
West Africa after 2004, through interviews and observations to amass their andiergt
and perspectives. Extensive in-depth interviews and active involvement ofjjzants
was anticipated; more participants than the number suggested by the design walunteer
were anxious to participate, and their shared views are inclAtiggarticipants
identified as subjects were first contacted by letter explaining the guobpdise research,
the time of their involvement in an interview, and the questions that would be asked. An
appointment time established. Subsequent follow up was by telephone to confirm and
finalize appointments. Permission for the use of audiotape recording during the
interviews was requested as part of the oral and written discussions. Sogsedt
forms were obtained. Assurances were made, orally and in writing prior to and thei
interview, that subjects’ actual names would not be disclosed. A fictitious caosen
by the participant was used during the interview and in the final writpentréA copy of
their transcribed interview was furnished to each participant prior to ssibmend

publication for member checking.

Instrumentation

Personal one-on-one interviews were held in a comfortable natural setéing of
hotel and several were held at the participant’'s h@pen-ended and general questions

were asked which focused and evolved to obtain rich data of their personal perceptions
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The same open ended, general broad questions were posed to each participant, which
logically evolved and lead to an assortment of differing data.

The complete list of questions is located in Appendix A. While all the questions
asked did not follow the exact order presented on the instrument, they all weexicover
“The researcher-designed instrumeivas] validated...and...pilot-tested” (Key, 1997,
Module R6, Methods, para. 1) through a group of experts identified by the researcher.
The approximate time proposed for the interview was one hour. Depending on the depth
of data the interviewee wished to share, the average interview time was 50smantiite
22 and 108 minutes the low and high.

The audiotape recording aided in complete content capture and field nodes wer
written to assist with the analysis of the data. During the interviewictdion and/or
restating was employed as necessary. As Berg (2007) and Creswell@g88&3ted, the
recorded interviews and other notes were transcribed, corrected, and editedhmf
were indexed and manually coded in order to be analytedcollected data was
reduced and transformed to make readily accessible, understandable, anddotdraw
themes and patterns for focusing, simplifying, and making the voluminous data
manageable. Researcher followed the recommendation of Creswell (2008aid/tfiost
take the data apart and then put it back together in a summarized, pictorial manner tha
explains your conclusion to answer the initial question. The tapes wereitvadssnd
the data analyzed, and all tapes were destroyed to protect confidentiddéycanclusion
of the study.

In addition to the Interview Instrument, other items located in the Appendix

include: Appendix B: Checklist and Interview Script—to assist/focus rdssarc
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Appendix C: Letter to Participant—explaining the purpose of the research; Apf&ndix
Informed Consent Form—voluntary participation, audio tape, confidentiality, tREBs
contact, etc.; Appendix F: Participants’ Interview Transcriptions—aaten copy of

each interview, and Appendix G: Institutional Review Board Approval.

Data Analysis

Analysis and Interpretation - Step Four

To analyze and interpret data (step 4), the collected data was readyetksamid
themes or issues developed as suggested by Creswell (2005, p. 452). Data was analyze
after many reading3.he data was coded by the major categories (transportation and
culture), and further organized into sub-topics or thef@sexample: first reading was
an overview; second, categorized: third, refined/sub-divided the groups; fourth, themes
emerged, along with layers and interrelationships,Beita segments were compared
within and across the categories, analyzing for relationships and/or péttennes.

As new categories or themes emerged they were coded for inclessomeach
participant’s interview, data was organized for commonalities, differeanesother
areas discernett. was then compared and synthesized with all of the intervielws.
resulted in additional categories and connections between categories.

After analysis and interpretation the reduced text and emerged thenees wer
reported in the findings through narrative discussion and matrices for visuaitptiese
showing relationships among daata/interpretations were reflected back to the Nelson

(1986) study to highlight new understanding of issues and themes, and cross-case
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analysis noted commonalities and differences as proposed by Creswell (2005, p. 452).

The personal perspective of the researcher was reported.

Written Case Studies — Step Five

Included in the written report (step 5) were the transcripts of each of the cases
The views and bias of the researcher were kept to a minifluenfindings of cross-case
analysis were used to generalize where warranted, and concluded with hesetireher
“as well as the participants have changed or benefited from the resezaresiveéll,

2005, p. 453). This analysis, interpretation and study helped fill a void in the literature.

Validity and Reliability

According to Wiersma and Jurs (2004), validity of qualitative researclassesi
on logic and required in depth documentation and complete explané&iibas.
researcher-designed instrument...[was] validated...and...pilot-tested” (Key, 1997,
Module R6, Methods, para. 1) through a group of experts. Several travelers—tourist to
Africa and colleagues—identified by the researcher served as tbati@liteam for the
research instrument. After the instrument was reviewed confusingwenresrewritten
for clarity and modified for consistent perceptions. Some instrument content and
construct was revised based on input from an expert, the tour operator. The saioe crite
for the same questions as used in the Nelson (1986) study helped validate the instrument
The validity team assessed the instrument to ensure the (face, content, carsdruct
criteria) data collected measured what was intended and needed to ansesedaheh

guestion.
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That data gathered was obtained through focused inquiry and evolved into a rich
collection of participants’ personal perspectives, from asking the sameogse3i
enhance validity all data gathered was taped and notes recNaettrusive comments
and perspectives of participants were verified throughout the research proses&ihy
clarification and/or restating as necessary. Research followed Gubaanthis (1989)
recommendation of member checking as an effective way of eliminating tsibifiysof
misrepresentation and misinterpretation of conveyed data; thus minimieatstand
established credibility.

Onwuegbuzie and Leech (2007) reported the researcher’s participation in the
environment with the participants being interviewed, could introduce a bias, which coul
easily destroy or sway the findings or internal validity (p.236). The résmaremained
cognizant of that possibility in order to avoid it, and her perspectives havanbketed.

Wiersma and Jurs (2000) write that internally consistent reliability insaive
administration of an instrument where questions are grouped that measureghe sam
concept. The questions of this study were grouped into two categories, ttamspa@nd
culture.Other subtopics/keypoints were confined to the same categbltiesugh
participants’ responses varied widely, each participant was askedtbaysauping of

guestions in transportation and culture for consistency in measuring reliably.

Summary

Using the described ethnographic qualitative design to describe, analyze, and
interpret “a culture-sharing group’s shared patterns of behavior, beheftaraguage that

develop[ed] over time” (Creswell, 2005, p. 436) resulted in additional knowledge for the
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literature that showed how the convenience of air transportation (timgscostiule,

etc.) made the voyage possible for African American to travel to Afrigghér, the

study established what each person, defined as self—an African Americean be
going—has changed based on what they saw, felt, experienced for the short period of
time touring West Africa. It included what was done differently or understdfeatetitly
after having been to the land of their ancestors. More specifically, the methpdsied
was adequate in capturing data to address how the African American difistel€,
attitude, mindset, landscape, environment, etc.) changed since participantsaVeled tr

to West Africa and returned to America.
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CHAPTER IV

FINDINGS

Introduction

The 13 participants interviewed for this study were African Americans vene w
born and raised in the United States. Independently, or as a member of a group, each
participant traveled to West Africa after December 2004 as a tourist areti\gsiteral
countries. The interviews were held at a hotel or at a private residengeatticipants
answered the questions via eMail and followed-up by telephone. Participantstndje
chose a pseudonym to protect their confidentiality in the study; throughout the Baudy, t

alias was used. The findings of the study documented their thoughts andoreslect

Purpose of the Study

The purpose of the study was to determine the effects of air transportation on
African American culturalization from leisure tourist travel betweerlthiged States
and West Africa.

It explored the reasons for visiting West Africa and the end-evolvingsesiul
that journey to determine how air transportation has affected the Africancamer

culture.
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Research Questions

The study was conducted to answer the primary research question: How has ai
travel to West Africa affected and impacted the African Americami@#tThe
instrument questions, contained in Appendix A, form the basis for the interview and were
used as a guide. They were categorized into two areas: travel and trdiospbata six
sub-questions, and stereotypes and cultural perspectives contained iitieeegatories.
Nine other elements captured the demographics. The findings have bektadiieding

to the categories.

Presentation of Findings

The demographics preceded the responses to the 21 questions asked to each of the
13 participants. The replies/findings to 18 questions were summarized, iddstrat
graph, where possible and potent excerpts of participants’ comments to thremgquest
were listed in a table. Appendix E contains all the excerpts of the pantisiverbatim
comments, segregated by question, also in table format. The sub question washesed as t
title of the table. Where the table continued to the next page, the table headersrow w
repeated atop each page. The tables of excerpts were used to illussqtiaiorthe
perspective of the participant. Any clarifying or follow-up questiongvgliown in italic
typeface, and brackets surround data inserted for better understanding. Comments
expressed with extreme emotion or great emphasis was shown using all upper cas
letters. The spontaneity of responses in this qualitative study, includingraitives of
each interview recording, was transcribed and is located in Appendix F. When

information sought was supplied in a differing question, that reply was relooatesl t
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appropriate “findings” area. However, in the transcriptions it remains etuélky

occurred.

The demographics of the 13 participants in the study are shown in two tables.

Demographics

“NR” in the age column indicates no response was obtained.

TABLE Il

DEMOGRAPHICS OF PARTICIPANTS: SEX, OCCUPATION, AGE,
EDUCATIONAL LEVEL, MARITAL STATUS

Participants Sex Occupation Age Educational Level aritdl Status
Akosia F  Retired 69 2 years college Divorced
Baracha F  Retired 65 2 years college Married
BeBe F  Retired NR Some college Divorced
Brother X M  Video sound 50+ BA Married

technician
Emy F  Retired NR College grad Married
Joe M  Occupational 41 BS Single
therapist
Loss of a Mother’s F  Retired 55 BA Single
Love
Makeba F  Retired 64  3years college Married
Nursie F  Nurse 50 Pursuing Masters Single
Poochie F  Clerical 59 2 years college Married
Tiye F  Occupational 35 MS Single
therapist
Toni F  Emergency Room 46 BA Divorced
Nurse
Yaw M  Retired NR Y grade Married
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TABLE IlI

DEMOGRAPHICS OF PARTICIPANTS: STATE BORN/CHILDHOOD,

ADULTHOOQD, LAST VISIT TO WEST AFRICA,
TOTAL VISITS TO WEST AFRICA

Participants Born / Adulthood Last visit to Total visits to
Childhood West Africa West Africa

Akosia AR/MI AL 2007 6
Baracha NY NY 2004 2
BeBe NY NY 2005 1
Brother X NY NY 2006 3
Emy SC NY 2004 3
Joe NY NY 2007 1
Loss of a NY NY 2007 2
Mother’s Love

Makeba NY/FL NY 2007 13
Nursie NY NY 2005 2
Poochie NY NY 2005 2
Tiye NY NY 2007 1
Toni NY NY 2007 4
Yaw NY NY 2004 3

Findings from Travel and Transportation

Interview Question One

What were your travel experiences?
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The initial question sought to determine participants’ travel and transportation
experiences surrounding the airports, flight, cost and time. It was pressrdegarture
from an America airport, travel and transportation en route and while iceA&nd
transportation experiences in returning to America.

The airport experience was described by 3 (23%) of the 13 participants as
occurring without difficulties and went smooth, while 5 (39%) found it hectic and time
consuming after the heightened security measures after 9-11. A snowstowmhe)dlad
a flight, left a traveler with the sense that Kennedy Airport was ijtgmed to handle the
situation as they remained on the tarmac for over 7 hours before deplaning.

The in-flight experience for the majority of participants was definegbas,
smooth, comfortable and/or pleasant. The seating in coach was not as comfortable as
expected and was described as being “on top of each other” (Tiye, 2007, p. 322); the
individual television screens and independent movie watching ability was a@ositi

Flight scheduling was thought to be convenient by most, especially the direct,
non-connecting flight, with the exception of one who had to spend the preceding night in
New York, to assure connectivity the following morning. It was also suggdsted t
“more attention...be given to having more direct flights to...[other places in] Afrika
(Emy, 2007, p. 273).

Transportation in Africa received a myriad of answers: different, pigasa
comfortable, good, fairly decent, hectic, buses too small, roads rough, car too old, and for
one the taxicab had to be pushed by them, the passenger. It was thought to be different

and was not as comfortable as in America.
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Most participants found the costs reasonable, ranging from $2100 to $3000. It was
mentioned that the group rates were a better buy, and some questioned why tlas cost w
more than going to Europe. One found it expensive, but was able to plan for the trip.

Several had preconceived ideas about the time to travel to Africa and were

pleasantly surprised that instead of taking 16 — 21 hours, the trans-Atlehicdhged

from 6 Y2 to 9 hours, that went by very fast.

The overall travel and transportation experiences of 92% (12) of the partcipant

were expressed as positive and all were excited about the trip and enjoyegktieEner.

1. What were your travel experiences?

80%
70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%
0%

13 Participants

M Positive M Negative

® No Comment/Neutral

Figure 1. What Were Your Experiences?
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Interview Question Two

How has aviation contributed to your needs in America (including the avaiabilit
of products)?

Aviation has made it much more accessible to finding West African products in
America. Authentic African fabric/textile/material was used byr dwadf of the
participants in sewing. Many bought clothing that was designed/made inAvieat
Shea butter—a multi-use product—was used by half of the participants. Items such as
artifacts, natural wood carvings, musical instruments, drums, sculptures kamvasks,
furniture, jewelry, herbs, different food items, and other items produced lmaA$riwere
identified by the participants as products that have enhanced their éfesiilere’s a
heavy influx of the West African culture in the African Market in Harlerawi\ ork
where many, if not all, of the aforementioned items can be purchased. Mentioned was
that imported products “are very expensive over here [in America], once theygjet he
(Yaw, 2007, p. 343) as compared to purchasing them while in West Africa. Also
mentioned was “there are neighborhoods in New York City...for every nationality on
earth and the various products associated with their cultures” (Loss of a Mditvee

[Loss], 2007, p. 293). Aviation has contributed to it all.
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2. How has aviation contributed to your needs in America?
0% — | I
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30%

13 Participants

20%
10%

0%

Figure 2. How Has Aviation Contributed to Your Needs in America?

Interview Question Three

Has aviation offered any conveniences to your life?

The resounding convenience aviation offered 12 (92%) of the participants was
“time.” Comments included: “Aviation has improved my life...l do not have to drive,...it
saves time and...toll on the body” (Akosia, 2008, p. 228); “time saved...from point A to
point B” (Baracha, 2007, p. 234); [safe], “comfortable, and you leave the driving to
someone else” (Poochie, 2007, p. 316). “Aviation helps me to brighten/heighten my

horizons...feel secure...it's fast, it's convenient, and most times it is economical”
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(Makeba, 2007, p. 299), and ultimately offers access and availability to other <altare

people.

3. Has aviation offered any conveniences to your life?

13 Participants

Yes
TIME saved

No
Comment/Neutral

Figure 3. Has Aviation Offered Any Conveniences To Your Life?

Interview Question Four

Why did you go?

The majority of the participants expressed a desire to learn about Africae,peopl
history, culture, the Motherland, their heritage and ancestry. First handddysmvas
preferred over the missing or distorted information presented by the media,avitiens

schools. Based on input from parents, others or curiosity it appeared visitingit@anAfr
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continent was a passion, and a dream for many years, of several disgdiacausAFor
one, the reason for going was a family vacation; for another it was tabptricture
and see what attracted other family members to visit West Africa so Aften.

participants were excited about going and appreciated the experience.

4. Why did you go?

100% —
90%

80%
70%

60%

50%

13 Participants

40%

30%
-

20%

10% =3

0%

-

1
L

[[(‘
:

Learn
Culture/History ~ See for Myself
Return
home/Motherland ~ Justa vacation
“Passion”

H Positive ® No Comment/Neutral

Figure 4. Why Did You Go?

Interview Question Five

How will you prepare for your next flight to West Africa?
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When necessary, this question was rephrased as: How would you tell somebody
who has never gone, how to prepare?

Participants said: the only preparation was to make up my mind that binas g
and the rest would take care of itself (Baracha, 2007, p. 235); search for thedegst pri
most direct flights (Akosia, 2008, p. 230), or use frequent flyer miles to save money
(Loss, 2008, p. 294), wear comfortable clothing for the flight (Emy, 2007, p. 275), take a
laptop, keep a journal (Brother, 2007, p. 259), and take light weight clothes for comfort—
it was warm there (Poochie, 2007, p. 317). Based on a poor decision to stay up for two
days prior to the trip, now preparation would be to get proper rest daily, and drink plenty
of water before and during the flight (Brother, 2007, p. 259).

Pack/bring less clothes—less changes of clothes less personal sseaitdrbring
more items to leave there were the popular replies (Bebe, 2007, p. 245; Joe, 2007, p. 285;
Makeba, 2007, p. 299; Nursie, 2007, p. 308; Poochie, 2007, p. 317; Tiye, 2007, p. 324;
Yaw, 2007, p. 343). Bringing gifts for extended African families and friemclsded
items that were not convenient or too expensive to acquire, such as tooth paste,
deodorant, soap, canned foods, candy, tee shirts, jeans, sneakers, writing paatdrials
small electronic devices. Packing/taking less personal leaves roomgdhok more
African products to share; things like masks and jewelry for family anmdfiéo,
perhaps, spark an interest in visiting Africa. The unique reply was establashing
scholarship fund for students studying Egyptology at Cheikh Anta Diop Univerggy, (
2007, p. 324), where the participant would present the scholarship(s) to the recigtent(s)

was suggested to those who have never visited West Africa that they be told in advance
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not to expect the American usual; be open-minded as it's a different way of buihg

it's easy to adjust to (Toni, 2007, p. 334).

5. How will you prepare for your next flight to West
Africa?

Participants
(@] ol N w B wn ()}

T T T 1

Pack less Bring more to Next Other - More
givein Africa scheduled trip open minded
2008

Figure 5. How Will You Prepare for Your Next Flight to West Africa?

Interview Question Six

If there were no direct trans-Atlantic flights, how would you considemggett
there?

Five participants (39%) mentioned they would travel through Europe or North
Africa in order to reach West Africa. Five participants (39%) would withesttation
travel by water (cruise ship, steamliner, ship, boat) to visit West Afkitaf them

commented on the additional time that type of transportation would consume and did
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prefer direct air transport. Three (23%) voiced second thoughts and two implied they
would not travel by water. A thought provoked by this question was: a perception of The
Middle Passage in reverse, described by Brother X as:
The horrors of how [we] were dragged over here, so now...crossing back over
was...actually a conscious decision to go home, and thank goodness it would be
in the comfort of air flight, as opposed to...and, that was above water, above land,

in the skies opposed to sea level at the bottom of the boat (Brother, 2007, p. 260).

6. If there were no direct trans-Atlantic flights how would you consider getting there?
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Figure 6. If There Were No Direct Trans-Atlantic Flights, How Would You
Consider Getting There?
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Findings from Stereotypes and Cultural Perspectives

Interview Questions Seven

What were your expectations and how were they met?

Eight (62%) were expecting the images of Africa as portrayed on teledsd
through the media: negative depictions of the continent, all war, famine, people starving
crime-ridden areas, undeveloped land, a lot of poverty, huts, people with war paint on or
just going wild, uncivilized people carrying buckets and pails on their heads, peaple jus
out in the woods--jungle-type/wooded areas, half-clothed people, running through the
woods, kids starving their stomachs protruding, animals, and jungles. One expgcted cit
life would be better than the village life, but it was just the opposite.

Some participants went with an open mind, without any particular expectations,
hoping to be comfortable and warmly received while reintroducing themsel\esrto t
African family. Learning about and experiencing traditional culture of the peopl
ancestors while seeing folks who looked like them, their relatives, neighborsnahd fa
members were the expectation of others. Having no preconceived ideas ofshbatdt
be like, some just went, eager to get there, and happy to see it the way they saw i

After arriving most found that there was a “difference”—it was not like the
negative American media portrayals (Akosia, 2007, p. 229; Baracha, 2007, p. 235; Bebe,
2008, p. 244 ,246, 248; Brother X, 2007, p. 261; Emy, 2007, p. 278; Joe, 2008, p. 286;
Makeba, 2007, p. 300, 303; Poochie, 2007, p. 317; Tiye, 2007, p. 323). The expectations
of most were not met. Instead, what was mentioned was there were people who looked

like me (Baracha, 2007, p. 237; Emy, 2007, p. 274; Tiye, 2007, p.326; Yaw, 2007, p.
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349), a continent of beautiful people (Bebe, 2007, p. 247; Nursie, 2007, p. 308; Tiye,

2007, p. 326), some who were doing QUITE well and some who were not doing so
well—just like in America (Makeba, 2007, p. 300. They were very nice civilized people

who didn’t act wild--they were normal human beings (Poochie, 2007, p. 317).

Participants were greeted, welcomed, and treated as family, like lamgl&dgzes who

had returned home. They reported there were so many—some in ruins (Joe, 2007, p.

285), paved roads and streets, many and many houses (Toni, 2007, p . 335). The standard
of living was described as a lot different from Americans. Expressed masies is

more modernized than any of the other continents, however, the people in West Afric
seem comfortable with what they do and how they live (Nursie, 2007, p. 309; Poochie,

2007, p.315).
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7. What were your expectations and how were they met?

Participants

Negative
Not Met Positive
All Met None

Expectations

Figure 7. What Were Your Expectations And How Were They Met?

Interview Question Eight

What surprised you and disappointed you?
Many surprises were experienced such as:
1. The beauty of the continent;
2. The people were comfortable, trusting, warm, and welcomed participants

with opened arms, received not only as a visitor, but as family members,
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the people were very nice and did not act wild, people were not as bad as
shown on TV;

3. People wanting to get away from things African, such as using relaxer to
straighten hair, weaving in false hair, skin bleaching, dressing in non-
African attire—western clothes, use of false fingernails;

4. Women do all the work in the village while the men appear to just sit
around and do nothing, or the men gather along the roads and sit and talk
all day;

5. Some negative stereotypes of African Americans have been exported to
Africa and they were emulating the behaviors (baggy/sagging pants)

6. The question asked regarding African American pop culture “Is Tupac still
alive?” (Brother, 2007, p. 263);

7. The density of the population in the cities, no/poor communication
infrastructure—but much cell phones usage, not much money available—
poverty, women walked from one village to another with shoes made from
automobile tires;

8. To see Africans as hardworking people who do not sit around feeling sorry
for themselves, people provided things of livelihood for themselves, many
people selling same exact things in the open markets—Ilittle income.

The disappointments were sometimes expressed as the opposite of the surprises

noted above. One was surprised and disappointed that they should not walk about Dakar
alone—instead pay for escorts. The disappointments comprised:

1. Afrikans trying to imitate people in the US,
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2. Africans treated like second class citizens to newly arrived Chinese,

Japanese, Arabic people,

3. Seeing Africans being treated with disrespect,
4, Stores owned by Arabic, Chinese people,
5. Constant barrage of vendors, everywhere, trying to sell their trinkets,

6. Seeing the poverty level—saddened by,

7. “Caucasians lying around...NUDE...[disrespecting]...sacred land”
(Makeba, 2007, p. 300),

8. Ancestors were tortured, hated and treated bad—the slave dungeons,

9. Buildings were partially built—Ilack of funds to complete,

10.  Trash lying around—not picked up,

11.  Western influence—hair, clothes, etc., and

12.  Many professionals here in the United States with money not investing in

African property and land.
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8. What surprised you and disappointed you?
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Figure 8. What Surprised You and Disappointed You?

Interview Question Nine

Why would you consider another visit, given the opportunity?
Many participants spoke of Africa as home and would not hesitate to return for
another visit because it was so beautiful and it was “home.” One mentioned higipnext

was already planned. Other reasons for another visit given the opportunity were:

1. Being there reduces stress, blood pressure, aches and pains,
2. To learn and see first hand,
3. To reconnect—remember where forefathers came from,
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4. To help and give aid—it was “no longer about me, it's about what I can,

actually, do for others” (Joe, 2007, p. 287),

5. To go back—to relive and experience different parts of Africa,

6. To give back to Africa—present scholarships,

7. To reconnect, and

8. “To bring a part of myself as a gift to them saying that | care—qgiving

back, to me, means ‘I care™ (Tiye, 2007, p. 327).

Participants

9. Why would you consider another visit given the opportunity?

—
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Figure 9. Why Would You Consider Another Visit, Given the Opportunity?
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Interview Question Ten

Are you looking at the African continent as home?
The majority of the participants recognized Africa as their ancésimé.
Several were planning to buy land and build so when they go back to visit they will have
a part of Africa to call “[their] piece of Africa” (Joe, 2007, p. 287). One reply tyas
[to visit and] ‘no’ to live...[because they]...would have to...[relinquish] too much

modernization” (Poochie, 2007, p. 318).

Two said they definitely do not look at the African continent as home.

10. Are you looking at the African continent as home?
100% T//'
90% -
80% -

70% -
60% -
50% -
40% -
30% -
20% -

Participants

|
|
|
l
l
|
l
l
l

10% -
0%

Yes

Plan to
build/live

Figure 10. Are You Looking at the African Continent as Home?
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Interview Question 11

Where are your ancestral roots?

Eight participants did not know where their ancestral roots emanated ia.Afric

Two, without definitive knowledge of their African roots, have “claimed” areas or the

entire continent as their ancestral root. Four (31%) have completed and others are
planning to have DNA testing done. DNA stands for DeoxyriboNucleic Acid—the
genetic material of a cell where testing can provide genetic clules gebgraphical

areas of ancestors. From the Y-DNA, males can determine the originrqifateznal

line, and by testing the mtDNA, males and females can determine the origirr of thei

maternal line. The table below shows the results of DNA testing and the knogatranc

of the participants.

11. Where are your ancestral roots?

Known |

Unknown ‘

DNA Test |
Completed

No plans to test |
DNA

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 3 9

Participants

Figure 11. Where Are Your Ancestral Roots?
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TABLE IV

ANCESTRAL ROOTS TABULATED

Participants Maternal (m) DNA Paternal (p) DNA Known Ancestry

Akosia Not tested Not tested “Claiming all West Africa”
Baracha Balanta people, Not tested Unknown
Guinea Bissau
Mende people,
Sierra Leone
Kru people,
Liberia
Bebe Not tested Not tested Portugal
Brother X  Ga people, Ghana Yoruba people, Unknown
Nigeria
Emy Mandinka & Balanta Not tested Unknown
peoples
Joe Not tested Not tested Jamaica, WI
Loss of Not tested Not tested Virginia & Tennessee (M)
Mother’s South & North Carolina (p)
love
Makeba Not tested Not tested Unknown
(planning to test)
Nursie Not tested Not tested Unknown
Poochie Not tested Not tested Unknown
Tiye Not tested Not tested “Claiming all Africa”
North & South Carolina
Toni Not tested Not tested Unknown
Yaw Not tested Spain, Hungary &  Unknown

Belgium
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Interview Question 12

Having been there, what does Africa mean to you?

Over half of the participants adamantly defined Africa as their HOME. One
defined home as: “A place that | can go and feel a connection with a group of people,
whether it be spiritually, culturally...a place where | can, actuallypdeel a connection
with my ancestors” (Joe, 2007, p. 287). Others described Africa as the origin, tiee cradl
of civilization, the Motherland, a place they go to be comfortable, feel codnacte be
accepted—home. Africa was motivating, has powerful influence, and helped tiefis
purpose (Brother, 2007, p. 263)—the people were beautiful (Bebe, 2007, p. 247). Africa
means a place for some to whine down, get away (Akosia, 2008, p. 231), relax,
reconnect, and build bridges (Brother, 2007, p. 264) by getting to know the people
(Nursie, 2007, p. 309), to learn and see how they live (Poochie, 2007, p. 318). It was the
foundation of spirituality, where people are wholesome and polite (Tiye, 2007, p. 326).

Also stated was “America is not a homeland for Afrikans” (Emy, 2007, p. 278).
Stolen ancestors (Loss, 2008, p. 295) were used and mistreated (Poochie, 2007, p. 316),
“enslaved, we built this country, and we still have no rights...none. Everything we do,
every opportunity we get, every dollar we make, every anything that we gejuireac

requires a fight” (Emy, 2007, p. 278).
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12. Having been there, what does Africa mean to you?

Figure 12. Having Been There, What Does Africa Mean to You?

TABLE V

EXCERPTS OF PARTICIPANTS’ RESPONSES TO
HAVING BEEN THERE, WHAT DOES
AFRICA MEAN TO YOU?

Participants  Excerpts/Comments Interview Question 12
Having been there, what does Africa mean to you?

Akosia Africa is by all means my home as | said most likely WestAfA
special love. | feel Africa is the place where | can go to wind down and
get away from everything. | can go there and the pace is slowed down
and | can just relax and be ME. | can go there and relax much more so
than here. It is home (p. 231).

Baracha Well having actually seen with my own eyes what | saw...| readily
recognize the stereotypes and | just absolutely dismiss it. It's sadv..l sa
some very sad things, but overall, | am glad | went, | plan to go back
many times, God willing, | will go back many times and | have great
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TABLE V (Continued)

Participants Excerpts/Comments Interview Question 12

Having been there, what does Africa mean to you?

Baracha
(continued)

Bebe
Brother X

Emy

anticipation about going, touching, feeling, eating, smelling, hugging,
listening to MY PEOPLE! | don't have to understand what they are
saying...but they are smiling...their body language is friendly and | FEEL
AT HOME (p. 236)!

Beautiful people (p. 247).

Africa’s home. And, it's such a powerful influence, and it's helped to
define my purpose in life. Actually, having a chance to cross the waters,
and it really up’d the bar in terms of what my cultural focus, my
motivations for study, and to find creative ways to reconnect and build
bridges with our people at home (p. 263).

Afrika means that, you know, as we say “we’re Afrikans living in
American” to say that really means that | consider Afrika as my
homeland. | was born here in America, as well as, my immediate
ancestors, but America is not a homeland. From my perspective America
is not a homeland for Afrikans.

How did you come to that®ell, when | look at what goes on here in
America, all the rules, or the majority of the rules and regulations, and
bills that are passed are things that hamper the opportunities of Afrikans
here in America. For instance, the voting rights bill. When you have
others coming to this country, they become citizens, right away they have
voting rights. There’s no bill to say that they have to be, it has to be
approved for them to be able to vote for the next 20 or 25 years, you
know. They used us, we were enslaved, we built this country, and we still
have no rights. We have none. Everything we do, every opportunity we
get, every dollar we make, anything that we get or acquire requires a
fight.

And, there it's differentt Afrika? In Afrika, it's different in that
you’re in Afrika, and you have Afrikans in charge, and the hope is that
because you have Afrikans in charge they will be more inclined to work
for the benefit of Afrikans than “non” Afrikans. What | see in Afrika,
which is saddening to me, is you have Europeans and Asians going into
Afrika to secure the resources...for their own benefits and their only
benefits and theirs only. The US wants to go there now to set up military
bases in Afrika. No, they should not go there. They have no business
setting up a military base in Afrika because once they do that, they'll
start moving to other areas and take over. | think the Afrikans there
should be allowed, left alone to do what they need to do for Afrika (p.
277).
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TABLE V (Continued)

Participants Excerpts/Comments Interview Question 12

Having been there, what does Africa mean to you?

Emy

We got to this because it was about “homeland.” That Afrika is

(continued) viewed as homeland, and America is not homeland, and that was some of

Joe

Loss of
Mother’s
love

Makeba

Nursie

Poochie

the reasoning why? You feel that Afrika is really homeland, did | restate
that right?Yes.

To me Africa is considered to be home, is considered to be...it was
the cradle of civilization. | always will have a connection to Africa. |
remember my Uncle made a point, if you take a German Shepherd....if a
German Shepherd is born in America, that dog is still considered to be a
“German” Shepherd, it is not an American Shepherd. Even though I'm
displaced, | will always have an attachment to Africa.

Viewing Africa as the cradle of civilization, and you’re considering it
as home, based on the fact that it’s the cradle of civilization, how do you
define home, what do you mean by hoiegPace that | can go and feel a
connection with a group of people, whether it be spiritually, culturally...a
place where | can, actually, go to feel a connection with my ancestors.
Being here in America, I've been through so many misconceptions about
Africa, and some spirituality, | want to be amongst people that | feel
connected to (p. 287).

Africa is the place from which my ancestors were stolen or sold into
slavery (p. 294).

That's kinda hard to answer. As | stated before, | consider Africa m
home and...To me it is like a pilgrimage that | take each year...I am going
to spread out a little bit this year and go to some other places other than
Africa. But | do have that need to learn as much about Africa as | can and
as | can afford to do so. | don't know...just...Africa just means a LOT to
me...and | just can not express...It is very hard for me to express what it
means to me...but | do consider it my home (p. 301).

Africa means — it means a lot. It means, hopefully, getting to find out
where my ancestral origin is. Just knowing, becoming more acquainted
with the different parts of Africa because Africa is very vast, gt
know the different types of people. | think that's basically it, getting to
know the people, and being of some assistance if | can (p. 309).

It means a lot, because | really wanted to go there, and | wanted the
experience of seeing how people live. It just meant so much just to go,
and to see how Africans live there, and seeing the places where my
ancestors were mistreated.
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TABLE V (Continued)

Participants Excerpts/Comments Interview Question 12
Having been there, what does Africa mean to you?

Poochie When you say “it means a lot” how can | write that? What does

(continued) “means a lot” meandt meant...I was just, very happy, and, just, very,
very glad to be able to go, and to see how other people lived in Africa (p.
318).

Tiye Africa is the foundation for my spirituality. | can see where | ot t
spirit from because you see it in the African people. You see that
wholesomeness; you see that politeness, so it means my whole being, my
life (p. 326).

Toni It means so much to me. I've been able to...I think it has made me a
stronger person as....when | say that....it has made me change the way |
look at people. I'm really stuck here. Hope, joy, why am | so stuck.

You're not stuck, just say what you think, what you feel. You said
something earlier that talked about home, or family...Motherland...you
felt relaxed. Right, | felt relaxed. You know what, when I'm there, |
become very relaxed; | don't fear anyone robbing me. I'm not afraid. |
walk out to the street, even at night; | get up sometimes and walk out. |
don’t know, | feel safer there (p. 336).

Is comfortable, would that be the wor@@mfortable, yes. | would
say, comfortable, yes (p. 336).

Yaw Well, it's a place that | go to visit, where people who accept me for
what | am. First country that I've really known that was run by blacks, all
black — black President, black Mayor, more into my roots, you know,
what I'm into.

What was that first countrySenegal (p. 345).

Interview Question 13

How did you communicate?
All participants used English to communicate, with a combination of hand
gestures, pointing, and sign/body language. As necessary, interpreters wabdeava

translate. Some travelers shared their unique methods of communicating whereatdiff
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language was anticipated: a personalized translating list, or thesdcatanguage
translation book. Many people in West Africa, especially those assouidtethe tourist
industry, spoke English, and most schools taught English to all students.

No one mentioned having any problems in making their needs and wishes known.

13. How did you communicate?

12 A

10 A

Participants
o)

English / interpreter Body/sign language

Figure 13. How Did You Communicate?

Interview Question 14

What/who did you recognize (features, actions, principles, values)?
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One participant did not recognize anything while most spoke of many familiar
things. Mentioned most often were the features or mannerisms of African feattple t
resembled their family, relatives, friends, classmates, and/or neigkkpressed as
“they are me, | am them” (Baracha, 2007, p. 237). Several spoke of being toldahey t
(the African Americans) likewise resembled indigenous Africans. Xtended family
aspect was experienced and described as:

| can meet African Americans in a store and can start up a conversationelyou fe

connected, you feel that family connection. Like they're a part of youihyfa

even though they’re not a part of your family, it’s just a connection, just a gesture,

warmth that they give that [makes] you feel like you are part their faamky

that's how the people of Africa made me feel a part of their family. (2§87,

p. 327)

That is, recognized acceptance and connection.

Participants’ actions, cited as recycling cardboard—creating sargetht of
nothing (Baracha, 2007, p. 239), literally sweeping the dirt (Yaw, 2007, p. 345) , and
doilies placed on furniture (Makeba, 2007, p. 302) were a few of the mentioned
recognized actions that are now presumed to be legacy actions that originatechin Af
Explained as “we don't know why we do it...cause it was handed down from” (Makeba,
2007, p. 302) our foreparents. The participants also found actions such as busy making a
life, raising families, getting an education, and being the best thatdineye quite
similar and recognizable. Also acknowledged were general similantiegdues, rituals,

spirituality, how things are done, the discipline of children, food preparation methods,
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grilling equated to barbeque, parallel foods in the US and Caribbean, housekeeping
actions, decorating techniques, and ideals.

After reading and doing historical research, participants recogrieegttual
locations and works; examples: slave trade and seeing the dungeons of Gorée Island,
Cheikh Anta Diop’s actual writings at the University of Dakar, etc. Gmeggpant spoke
of the new connection made to “Landagoshen” (Yaw, 2007, p. 346) as a verbal derivative
of Atlantic Ocean as spoken by his grandmother.

Ninety-two percent (12) of the participants recognized features, actions,
principles, and or values.

To note: The participant who saw no recognizable elements provided comments

regarding differences in the next question.

14. What/who did you recognize?

Nothing

Save/similarActions

|

People who looked like relatives
and people in the US

] 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Participants

Figure 14. What/Who Did You Recognize?




Interview Question 15

How were they different (food, customs, principles, values, actions)?

Several participants elaborated there were lots of differences in @jstom
principles, values and actions, especially as they related to the treatmemeh.w
Religious customs and the practice of the Muslim religious values and custoens we
described as different; they believed and practiced polygamy, which ig ilega US.

Men did not turn-around, solicit, cat-call, or whistle at women, they showed respect.
Their values were not materialistic, the things we worry about, they dony abaout.
Education was valued and appreciated, here it is taken for granted; theagieofil to a
kid was really an exciting thing. Family and family customs were natifted as
different.

The differences of food and its preparation were discussed by nine (69%) of the
participants. Food was described as similar to what was eaten by most penadht
the world, but fresh, healthy, appetizing, and very well seasoned. Its prepavas
manual as opposed to them use of modern gadgets. That is, pounding with mortar and
pestle versus food processor, etc., and prepared immediately before use. Tekeaezh
to as a kitchen was generally outside of the interior and cooking took place low to the
ground rather than on an electric or gas range. The usual fuel sourcegsastiaks, or
charcoal. The traditional custom was eating with your fingers rathefdHemnand
knives, our usual eating utensils. Purification of water was not standard througbstut W
Africa and participants drank bottled water, which was also used by thosé\iNeshs

who could afford to purchase same.
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Other variations noted were: knick knacks were not obviously visible in homes as
decor; furniture was made/carved from real wood rather than plywood, phadarie, or
pressed wood; and some bathrooms had toilets, some had running water, some just had a
hole in the ground. Noted too was the custom of receiving things with the right hand
only, because the left hand was used for attending to your personal body cleaesisig
in the bathroom.

Observed was a difference between African Americans and African people. It
appeared the African people preferred to “just let it be, don’t fight about itejusble”

(Tiye, 2007, p. 327). An illustration cited was:

French people that come there, and are still there — when we were on the boat,

[were] very pushy, wanted to be in front, [were] rude, and, they (the Africans)

were so laid back, and I'm saying, in America, we're not laid back about that type

of stuff. We had to fight for everything, even, now, we have to continuously fight
for everything. And, they're just like, ohhh, let it be, it'll be okay, and we're not

like that here, we are not like that at all. (Tiye, 2007, p. 327)
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15. How were they different?

Participants
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Figure 15. How Were They Different?

Interview Question 16

Describe how you were received?
All participants, except one, lauded their welcome home upon arrival to West

Africa. The following table shows how they expressed their reception:
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TABLE VI

HOW PARTICIPANTS WERE RECEIVED TABULATED

Participants  Excerpts/Comments
How participants were received.

Akosia Like a member of the family, were very gracious, very accommogdabing
in a reciprocal way because of my giving; | gave nothing and they were
excited to welcome me (p. 231).

Baracha Very respectfully [due to hair color] no gray haired older peoplevellse
| just smiled, just smiled and opened my arms to embrace (p. 238).

Bebe Oh, very well...welcomed with open arms. In part, | guess [due to] Africa
American tourism money being spent there (p. 249).

Brother X Warmly embraced [when] returning home not only as a visitor, but as a
family member (p. 262).

Emy With a very pleasant warm fuzzy feeling they tell you “welcomé& bac
home...we’re glad to have you back” (p. 279).

Joe Very well. They actually treated me as if | was their brotheeat gr
feeling, people taking you in with open arms (p. 289).

Loss of Not answered.
Mother's love

Makeba With open arms; named Mama [a measure of great respect], welcamed a
invited into their homes, sat on the floor, eaten the traditional way, and
accepted as family (p. 303).

Nursie Well. Hearing them say welcome my sister, welcome my bretk&zome
home...really made me feel like | was home. | was really taken aback (p.
310).

Poochie Very well. It was like, the whole world was there to greet us (p. 319

Tiye [As] family. Long lost relative came home, received with opersaFalt

comfortable, at peace, at home & like [you] belonged there (p. 328).

Toni Wow. | felt like a Queen. They make you feel so special. Well reteive
[Felt] appreciated, happy to see me, almost as if they’d been waiting, sitting
that same spot waiting for me to return (p. 337).

Yaw Very well with drumming. It was overwhelming, they say “welcomekbac
home, welcome back home, you come back home, welcome back home.” That
was really, really nice (p. 346).
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Interview Question 17

How has the experience changed you, your perspective, your community?

One participant said the experience did not make or cause any change in them or
their community. All other participants expressed the following as waysxiperience
has emphatically undoubtedly changed them, their perspective, and the community.

Articulated was the increase in self pride and awareness as “proud.. donbe fr
Afrika...go there every year...[it is] where your roots are...feel the need to gathere
much as | can” (Emy, 2007, p. 280). Being

aware of who | am...knowing that there are people in Africa who are intellectual,

who are very much human, who are very much caring, and quite knowledgeable,

and, the fact that, now, | can communicate with them, it makes me feel pretty

good, pretty decent (Nursie, 2007, p. 311).

“Every time | go, I'm telling you | am happier than the time before” (T2@Q7, p. 338).
Afrika was claimed “as a homeland, because without a homeland we don’t exist as
Afrikans. If there are no Afrikans, there are no Afrikans in America” (E2007, p.
279).

Several were more appreciative of the way they live in the United Statds, wha
they have in the United States, and appreciate living in the United States. Nedising
taken for granted; they were thankful, and more appreciative. Comments incessed: |
concerned about things—make do with less, not as frivolous, more conservative in
consumerism (wasting electricity, water, etc.), and not throwing awaye-wgy and

recycle. The visit has fostered a desire to help Africans and to help others(2BeBe
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told of a little girl now being sponsored (p. 250). Tiye (2007) said, “I have to step up to
the plate as an African American, and stop watching others do it, or expecting @thers t
do it” (p. 328). Joe’s (2007) goal was “to find out where | can contribute, and how can |
be of service to individuals that have less than me” (p. 289).
A reiterate phrase, “it has changed me a lot” (Makeba, 2007, p. 311) was chorused
by most. Some of the ways verbalized were:
1. Understanding that more knowledge “about my ancestors...where they
originated from, some of the things they had to endure, which hurts but | need to

know...because it...strengthens me” (Toni, 2007, p. 338).

2. Learning more about Africa (history, people, current events, etc.),

3. Dislike of people because of the way the ancestors were treated (Poochie,
2007, p. 319),

4, Sharing/correcting misconceptions/ preconceived ideas other people have

portrayed about Africa,

5. Explaining why all need to take the trip to the Motherland—because “until
you go there, you just don'’t get it...it has to be experienced—it’'s an experience of
a lifetime” (Toni, 2007, p. 338),

6. Talking about Africa and advising others not to “take anyone else’s
second hand information as...valuable...go and see” (Joe, 2007, p. 289) for
yourself,

7. Talking to/educating the children more often than | ever did (Baracha,

2007, p. 238),
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8. Talking to the adults about my travels and why they should go (Baracha,

2007, p. 238),

9. Continuing to encourage members of my own family and friends to be

informed (Brother, 2007, p. 261),

10.  Recognizing personal creativity,

11. “Interact[ing] more with people at my job...about Africa and the beauty of

Africa” (Nursie, 2007, p. 311),

12.  “Always wearing something that came from the Motherland” (Yaw, 2007,

p. 347) —African attire, jewelry, etc., and

13. Changed cultural observations—celebrating/decorating Kwanzaa.

17. How/has the experience changed you, your perspective, your community?
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Figure 16. How Has The Experience Changed You, Your Perspective, Your Cdgmuni
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Interview Question 18

What do you now do differently after returning?

Quite diverse were the responses to what participants do differentlyafiargc
back from Africa. Two participants spoke of wearing African garb/clothing, gdligre
was something [special] about wearing African attire in Americagbis the respect;
another spoke of now eating with their hands; another prays more now; and one
appreciates the way of living [here] better, appreciates self, and, in a laysf w
appreciates others since coming back from Africa.

Sharing information and educating others, especially the children and young
adults, was noted as something many are now doing after their returning. Apleexam
shared was about the gift of an Adinkra Symb@lkart, which preceded the educating of
a tattoo artist about those symbols from Africa. The tattooist was chamgealsa
charged that while he pricked and stained the design onto the body of his customers, he
had to put in their minds the meaning / history of the particular African Adinkra symbol
as described on the chart (Baracha, 2007, p. 239). Another, defines, shares and gives to
all who listen “Our story...the Black...Afrikan story [rather than]...his stdhe
Caucasian story” (Yaw, 2007, p. 348).

Making time to enhance personal knowledge was a different activity for some.
Several spoke of learning and communicating in an African language, in order to make a

better connection with African brothers and sisters. One reads more aboat Afiecks

! Adinkra symbols are small, symbolic pictures used to decorate and/or imparhgseani
Used on fabric, walls, pottery, logos, etc., they symbolize virtues, folk tatasrps,

animals, and/or historical events; they are ubiquitous in Ghana, very old, and have been
passed down through many generations of craftsmen (Robinson, 1998).
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the international news to learn what was going on in Afrika, and then shares that
knowledge. Akosia (2007) and Nursie (2007) get to know Africans living in America, by
visiting with them, letting them know that they appreciate their cultmettlzey share

and exchange information and culture (p. 208, p. 311). Another said a lot of things are
done differently after returning and explained:

The way | receive my people, African Americans or Africans—people
from the Motherland. I'm different in how | deal with them [since returning from
Africa]....There was a time where | didn’t have time...I didn’t look forward to
talking to them...l always avoided them like they were different.... Now, I'm
always looking to talk to them, I’'m always happy to let them know I've been to
Africa; I've been to their home[land].

After visiting Gorée Island and seeing how [my people were] stuffed in
rooms and mistreated like they were animals...[has] made me suspect of
Caucasians. I'm very careful...about how | deal with them now...I limit my
conversation with them...there’s some pain and | have a problem...dealing with
them as a whole. | think that even today...they still see us as being animals, [that
is,] it has continued to move from generation to generation. (Toni, 2007, p. 338)
Five participants again mentioned they were no longer as wasteful asettesy

before. They now do it differently by trying to find a use or another home for items
rather than discarding them, including food.
There was one participant who admits to not doing anything differently after

returning.
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18. What do you now do differently after returning?
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Figure 17. What Do You Now Do Differently After Returning?

Interview Question 19

Has your relationship with others changed after returning?

Four of the participants reported no change in their relationships with others afte
returning. However, most were still presenting information and reasons te fithdrem
to consider experiencing Africa. The remaining participants (9=69%gss@d how their
relationship with others has changed. They recognized and shared that they had to
continue to be mindful of others’ ignorance, and assume the responsibility and
perspective to continue to share knowledge and educate. Some tangible resatts offer

were the changing of manner of dress—to African attire (Baracha, 2007, p. 239; Bebe,
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2007, p. 251; Yaw, 2007, p. 347), hair styling—Ilocs (Bebe, 2007, p. 251), and change of
vacation plans—going to Africa (Baracha, 2007, p. 237).

A common note for both segments, who answered yes and no to ‘has your
relationship with others changed after returning,” was some family members of

participants were not interested in learning about or going to Africa.

19. Has your relationship with others changed after returning?
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Figure 18. Has Your Relationship With Others Changed After Returning?

Interview Question 20

What are your new expectations?
The new expectations of two participants were to build a home in Africa (Akosia,

2008, p. 230; Joe, 2007, p. 287), another would like to develop some form of trade
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enterprise (Nursie, 2007, p. 312), and others expect to continue to helping Africans
through humanitarian or other aid/gifts.

Education was an expectation in several forms: (a) to bring Africans to demeri
so they can have a realistic look/perspective of life here, (b) to get macarApeople in
the Diaspora in tuned with Africa, (c) to learn more about Africa and build on past
experiences, and (d) to learn an African language. Additional travel, visibng
African countries, was an anticipation of several participants in orderéofinst hand
experience and interactions with different African cultures. Onecgaatit had no new

expectation.

20. What are your new expectations?
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Figure 19. What Are Your New Expectations?
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Interview Question 21

Having been to Africa, what does America mean to you?

This, the last question, was answered with fervor and each participant exhibited

deep emotion while formulating their reply. Their poignant comments were potent.

TABLE VII

HAVING BEEN TO AFRICA, WHAT AMERICA MEANS TABULATED

Participants

Excerpts/Comments
Having been to Africa, what America means - Tabulated

Akosia

Baracha

Bebe

Brother X

Emy

Joe

America was...depressing, [and has] a lot of material things but
Africa is where my heart is. America is dull. Africa is a magic @liacs
full of problems it is my mother and you love her...whatever (p. 232).

Listen about the brainwashing that we are still living todasaslt
never intended that we on this side reconnect with Africa...connect
culturally. But now | know (p. 240)!

[Appreciative of] all the riches that we have, and how we are so
blessed [in America] (p. 252).

America owes a significant debt to Africa...and [exists a#jeat
result of Africa. Injustices [and] atrocities continue to exist; evertuall
America is going to have to pay. As long as we get that one last flight out
of here, it's going to be all good (p. 267).

America doesn’t mean much...because of the way it is. The way it
operates - because of the bills, the rules, the regulations, the
achievements of Afrikans. The constant battle against the powers and
unfortunately, those who control the situation define the situation.
America is not a homeland for Afrikans. They used us, we were
enslaved, we built this country, and we still have no rights. We have
none. Everything we do, every opportunity we get, every dollar we make,
every anything that we get or acquire requires a fight (p. 281).

America is just a place where | could reside until | can find
somewhere else to, somewhere | can live, where | can agree with their
value system. Basically, the bottom line is, | hate America and its value
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Participants

TABLE VIl (Continued)

Excerpts/Comments
Having been to Africa, what America means - Tabulated

Joe
(continued)

Loss of
Mother’s
love

Makeba

Nursie

Poochie

Tiye

Toni

Yaw

system, that's the bottom line (p. 290).

Having been to Africa does not change, in any way what America
means to me. America is still the place where my ancestors were brought
to work and build this country and make it rich. It is still a country where
Black Americans are discriminated against and are still treated as
refugees when it comes to education, rights, access, respect and etc. It is
also a country that gives more (education, rights, access, respect and etc)
to immigrants than those descendants of these same slaves who
contributed so much to this country’s wealth, technology, and culture.

America is where Black Americans are discriminated against (p. 295

America means a lot to me. There are a lot of things that | donit like
America, which is the way we are treated here. | have seen some change
but we have a long way to go...and hopefully one day it will get better
(p. 304).

It means that [America is] not my original home. Had it not been for
my ancestors, America would not be at the level that it is now because it
was off the sweat of my ancestors that America was built (p. 312).

America needs a lot of help...a lot of help. There’s still a lot of
prejudice here, a lot of hatred between whites and blacks, more so from
the whites to the blacks. The United States needs a lot of help. We are
equal (p. 320).

America is just so...l can educate myself, | can...retire comfgrtabl
but, also...l can use it as a stepping stone...to help other people.

It's different, America. Everybody is so separated, and so worried
about the hustle and bustle. Once | came back from Africa, | realized that
the extended family unit is there. Here we’re just all over the placegwe'r
So scattered (p. 326).

Nothing. I'm sorry...l don'’t feel...wow, what does America mean to
me? I'm not impressed. | feel like I'm not wanted here, that if they could
send me to Africa they would — the Caucasians. America, | don’t have...I
have less love now than | did before because | know they have caused
some of the pain that those people are feeling over there, America has
caused some of that (p. 340).

It doesn’t mean anything. I'm an Afrikan living in America (p. 349).
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Discussion of Findings

This discussion of the findings involved a summary of the findings in three
categories: demographics, travel and transportation, and stereotypestarad cul
perspectives. It also included the perspectives of the heritage tour opaichtbe

researcher.

Findings related to Demographics

The demographics of the participants’ sex, age, marital status, occupation, and
educational level are shown in the figure below. All participants, except orepomen,
reared, and currently reside on the east coast of the United States, predgriieant!

York. The exception was born and currently resides in the south, and was reared in mid-

western America. Collectively the 13 participants have made 43 visits toAViest
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Figure 20. Compiled Demographics

The demographics of the seven travelers in the Nelson (1986) study were five

(71%) females, two males (29%), aged 35 — 55, with the average age 46.4 years; three

were born in-America and four were of West Indian origins. Occupations included one

nurse, engineer, and travel agent. The remaining four were educators:lege col

professors and two school teachers. None was retired and all were tramelnmgdson

other than leisure tourist vacationing.

Findings Related to Travel and Transportation

The travel and transportation findings of the 13 African American tourists we

for the most part comfortable, safe, and enjoyable. Nelson’s (1986) commenrdvkht tr

has improved among African Americans since the 1970s (p. 191) remains true. As more
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people become aware and the preconceived notions are mitigated, travelersedonti
explore. Tour director Branch reported increased interest in and traviglda éver the
past decade.

Weather, being outside the control of man, often has wreaked havoc on airline
schedules. It played a part in the rescheduling of a flight, and the concerrsegpes
Kennedy Airport did not seem to serve the best interests of passengers’tdbatfwere
awaiting take-off for over five hours on the runway during that snowstormySafet
prevailed and the flight did not depart until the following day. The security mesagut
into practice after 9-11 were mentioned as inconvenient but understood. In-gight w
defined by most as smooth and comfortable, with the exception that seating in ceach wa
crowded. Flight scheduling today was thought to be convenient by most when it was
direct and without connection. Early morning departures were not preferred as some
travelers had to spend the night in the departure city in order to make the flight. The
duration of the direct flight was a surprising 6 %2 to 9 hours. Clearly the cost to travel ha
increased as a Nelson (1986) participant reported “the tour...in 1976...was for three
weeks...to six [African] countries and...$2,200 took care of everything except for
personal expenses and extra things one might want to do” (pp. 41-42). The eight
comments made about the cost for the trip varied and it was thought reasonable to
expensive, ranging from $2000 to $3000 for a week to ten days. Even with costs
escalating in everything more direct and less costly flights weferped.

Transportation in Africa was quite different than what participants we tosin
America. It was described as good, fairly decent, hectic, buses too snuslyoagh, car

too old, and was not as comfortable as transportation in America.
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Aviation has made African products readily available in America. This includes
authentic African fabric, shea butter, black soap, artifacts, wood carvingsamusi
instruments, sculptures, artwork, masks, furniture, jewelry, herbs, different éoosl it
and other African made products that can be found in specialty and some main strea
stores. The imported product market here has changed the landscape by affedag
variety of products to all, including those who travel to Africa bringing back predoict
themselves.

Aviation has also offered conveniences, brightened/heightened horizons and has
improved life for the participants. The resounding convenience mentioned by 12 (92%)
was “time.” Time was saved in getting from point A to point B, safely, comfortably
with someone else, doing the driving economically.

The reasons for visiting Africa cited by 12 (92%) of the 13 participants were a
desire to learn about African people, history, culture, their heritage andrgroest
connect/reconnect. They were curious, seeking firsthand knowledge and irdarmat
Twenty-two years ago the “stated reasons for visiting Africa were melyato learn
about a culture or to see how the people live” (Nelson, 1986, pp. 141-142), or “to
compare their lifestyle with that of Africans to see if there [was}y @ver of culture
from Africa to the West,...possibly look...at the slave castles and [some] majhlaye
the desire to research [their] roots” (Nelson, 1986, p.176). The prime reason fiog visit
West Africa, as captured in interview question number four: why did you goheas t
same today as it was 22 years ago —to gain knowledge of the culture. Additionally in
1986 “most travelers said that they went on the trip...for the reasons of any toumst in a

group, to get away from the daily routine, see something new and different and to
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vacation abroad” (Nelson, 1986, p. 142). This holds true for only one participant in this
study who said: “went to Nigeria with my family, as a family vacation,taridlakar
[Senegal] with my friend as a vacation” (Loss, 2008, p. 294).

All shared their intention to make other visits to West Africa, and that this
experience taught taking less personal clothes would be beneficial andgbréacti
addition to bringing humanitarian items to give away, one participant plans biststa
and give scholarships to students studying Egyptology in Senegal.

Without direct flights several participants would go by cruise ship; a few were
vehemently opposed and would not travel by water, implying they had made the trip once
already by water at the bottom of the boat [the slavery middle passagejasdot
pleasant. All participants preferred the comfort of air transport witheatdiight; some
were willing to make connections traveling through Europe if that wasnilyerouting to
reach West Africa.

Overall the travel and transportation experiences and findings of 12 (92%) of the
participants were expressed as positive; all were excited about theiryjamchéhey

enjoyed the experience.

Findings Related to Stereotypes and Cultural Perspectives

The stereotypes and cultural perspectives of the 13 African Americenvesed
and similar at the same time; some were poignant and intense.

The expected stereotypes as portrayed on television, the media, and otbler relia
/non-reliable sources were dispelled for most of the participants (8=62%).nEgetive

expectations were eradicated by civilized people who reminded them of thesnsaey
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lived in buildings, drove cars over paved roads, ate prepared food and did not have
protruding stomachs with flies all over their faces. In other words, what weasdlac
exposed was a diverse reality—a truthful picture of people who, in some ways, li
similarly to the way the participants do. They met and interacted with heguaople in
various countries. The first hand observations left most with the awareness to
authenticate/validate what they have been told to believe about Africas @the went
with open minds, without any specific thoughts of what they would see, found and
experienced the traditional culture without having to replace any preconceived notions
Some found surprising the fascination for changing from the natural to theariif the
beauty arena (wigs, hair straightening, false fingernails, noniraalitclothes, etc.).
Several participants were astonished to see grandmothers and great dgnargjrantles
and aunts, women, men, girls and boys, from the very young to the very old, all living
together and contributing to the family/extended family by their productive work.

The Nelson (1986) study states “the majority of travelers did not report specific
expectations” (p. 144), although one thought “they deserved preferential treatment as
Black Americans, and should be seen as long lost brothers or sisters” (p. 143).

Disappointment was expressed at how other dominating/conquering countries
“still” disrespect and exploit Africa and Africans. The density of peopleydhene of
poverty, and emulation of negative western behaviors having infiltrated ticafr
lifestyle were other disappointments mentioned. The proliferation of nonaAfric
business owners and the disrespect shown by Caucasians at Goree Islandcseemed

fortify the perception of domination and continued colonialization.
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Communication was in English or with the assistance/translation of the tour
guides, or body/sign language. There were no significant difficulties encednterike
Nelson (1986) where “the topic of language pervades the reports” (p. 162). It seemed to
some that “languages were used in discriminatory ways...[and] those who spdika Eng
did not want to” (p.162). “The diversity of languages and the inability to speak...[was]
both a deterrent and an invitation which set the tone for” (p. 165) further interactions.

Differences were noted in food, some religious values, polygamy, customs,
features, and actions. Participants shared “food is food.” We call it one thincalhiy
something else; we season ours with meat they season theirs withviigh tite same
thing and it was delicious. Everything was fresh. “When | saw the goat, the g®at w
squealing...alive; ... [in a few hours] we were eating shish kabob...goat...ftésbds
ever” (Baracha, 2007, p. 238).

Some foods are prepared differently (Emy, 2007, p. 279; Nursie, 2007, p. 310). In
America we do not have to “pound...the grain. We...go to the store and buy our flour
already powdered, refined, [enriched]...whatever in a package. They [may] have to do
this...[for] every meal” (Bebe, 2007, p. 248). Some food was prepared “the same way in
America [as in Africa], but...[it] was named...something different (Mak&0607, p. 302).
Some actions, principles, and values were recognized as things which are done in
America. Voiced was perhaps:

It originated in Africa...all kinds of things..Perhaps..was handed down from

grandmothers, grandfathers, aunts and uncles. A lot of things, you do and you

don't know why but you do it, and [now] have seen [and recognize] it [being]

done in Africa. (Makeba, 2007, p. 302)

95



Eating with your hands and fingers (Brother X, 2007, p. 266; Emy, 2007, p. 279;
Makeba, 2007, p. 303), sharing the food from one communal dish (Emy, 2007, p. 279)
was mentioned as different. Travelers in the Nelson (1986) study also meradimed
from a communal pot “set on the floor and everyone dug in at the same time” (p. 168)
after hand washing. It was described as very effective where usingatds “you ball
the rice and...meat...[squeezed it together] and threw it into your mouth...so that their
hands don’t touch their mouth” (p. 169). Polygamy was mentioned as being illegal in
America but was the norm in parts of Africa. Receiving things with only yght hand
was difficult for a left-handed person. The explanation offered was thealed was used
for personal bathroom hygiene. Bartering was another noted differencgtHovgmwas
negotiable; it was easy to “change the asking price, unlike here [in Ahevicere the
price is set” (Makeba, 2007, p. 302). So you barter for everything in Africa (Makeba,
2007, p. 301). One patrticipant felt that bartering was akin to robbing them because their
stuff was handmade, and they sell you their handiwork for what you want to pagéeca
they are in need (Toni, 2007, p. 337). All participants noted America was more
modernized and has and maintains a different standard of living.

Participants spoke of personal changes that they have implemented in their lives
or are planning to begin based on what they saw, felt, experienced and sharedin Afric
This included self pride/awareness, a desire to help wherever help was needeuhde
more frugal and recycling; changing their style/mode of dress, hepam African
language, and sharing information about Africa, particularly with membéheiof

American family and others.
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Affecting and powerful of all the interrogatives was the last questionijaugi)

where participants shared their thoughts of America after returning ffooaAAmerica

was described as having conducted brainwashing, depressing, debt owing, adetling

of help, having a lack of family unity, and appreciative of America—it means-elait |

don’t like how | am treated (pp. 221-225). Further comments aired were
America does not mean much anymore—every anything we [African Aamsii
get or acquire requires a fight; | hate it—it’s just a place to residel wam find
another; the place where my ancestors had to work to build to make [others] rich;
it's not my home—it’s the place the sweat of my ancestors built; it is todueass
a stepping stone to help others; | feel unwanted; and it does not mean anything—I

am an Afrikan living in America. (pp. 221-225)

Emerged Themes

Home / Motherland

A resounding theme permeating all the interviews was that Africa was duaine
Motherland. All participants, except two, in some manner recognized and clained A
as their ancestral home with a follow-up to relocate, buy land, or visit as ofteryas the
could. The establishment of identity analysis mainly from questions 10-1Agpeadix
E, pp. 177-184) indicated all except one participant identify their heritag&ieam
Even the one participant who replied “definitely not” (Loss, 2008, p. 294) to question 10
(looking at the African continent as home) later replied to questions 21 (having been to

Africa, what does America mean to you) and question 11 (where are your @ncestr
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roots), that “...my ancestors were brought to work and build this country” (Loss, 2008, p.
295), and “l can trace my...ancestors back to...slavery in Virgini@nnessee,...South
and North Carolina” (Loss, 2008, p. 294), indirectly implying African heritage.rGive
that reasoning, then all 13 participants unanimously identify their herisagyfriea.
Nelson (1986) reported that:
Although Africa is sometimes seen as the ancestral home of Black people, the
sentiment of “going home” or of “going to seek roots” was not collectiveld cite
as the major reason for the visit, except...[for one participant], who remarked that
“for me as a Black person it was like going home. It was like making twwithh
your roots ...."” (p. 142)
Today the collective referred to Africa as “home” and/or “Motherland;”
professing it as their ancestral home. Some were adamant in their dasaifgtome as
the place you go and feel connected which was quite a different perspemtiviné
sentiments expressed twenty years ago. In the establishment of idensityartwipants
found they were received and welcomed not only as a visiting tourist, but as a member of
the family. Without the exact knowledge of family lineage, all were verggad to be so
warmly received.
Relocating to Motherland has already been started by friends of some
participants; six (46%) participants are planning to purchase land and buildahmes in
the near future or after retirement. Nelson (1986) “did not get the impressi@myioane
[in that study] was ready and willing to move to Africa from America dftervisit” (p.

144).
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Established / Connected Identity

Several participants (4=31%) have had their DNA tested and now possess new
knowledge of their genealogy. However, that information may not bring them to their
exact descendants; it can offer insight to the clan of people and/or the aned where
people having the same DNA markers reside. All of this was exciting aras itway
more” than what was known twenty years ago—the establishment of identity.

As stated by Nelson (1986): No one will embark on a journey and give as the

reason, “lI am going to seek or establish my identity.” This is such a peeswhal

emotional thing, not a commaodity that one can expect to suddenly acquire. An
identity is a state of being that helps one to feel that he is a part of a (ghole.

199)

In 2001, Branch, G. & Pryor Malis, C., (2001) created a documentary in which
tourist travelers commented on having changed their identity perspectiveda #ter
visiting the slave dungeons. The findings of today indicate the same holds true.
Participants describe the realization of accepting Africa as honttee @&®meland of their
ancestors, as finding themselves, and perhaps finding something that siag migheir
psyche. It was expressed by Baracha in answer to interview questionl iba% tare
what | look like today...I was homogenized along the way but DON'T YOU EVER SAY
| ain't AFRICAN BECAUSE | KNOWI AM. And | wear my African hat PROUDLY. |
LOVE IT. | MADE THAT CONNECTION” (Baracha, 2007, p. 236). “I have walked on
the soil” (Baracha, 2007, p. 26).

This finding of identity through a visit to Africa or through DNA testing

reverberated through the interviews as the second theme.
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A genealogy search by DNA genetic testing has been completed bglssirer
participants and their families. The test kit consists of two cheek ssraipe two
collection tubes filled with a fluid to detain bacteria growth. Several wegdsraturning
the specimens by mail, results are received with an explanation of possilddfitiation
and/or geographic location. The return of DNA test results was describeditagyex
Brother X videotaped his parents receiving their DNA results. His DadA Wat a
match for the Yoruba people [Nigerj@nd his Mom’s matched the Ga people from
Accra, [Ghana] (Brother X, 2007, p. 262). Emy’s DNA indicated part Mandinka and
Balanta markers (Emy, 2007, p. 274). DNA results are not always as expectedidYa
not want to believe his DNA results, which indicated that his ancestry on hisdaider
was from Spain, Hungary, and Belgium, not Afrika as he expected (Yaw, 2007, p. 345).
This visit to West Africa has unwrapped and unleashed a question for some who
are now seeking further information about heritage and ancestry. Some pasiaigant
planning to do further genealogical research into their identity, while otreepdaanning

to have a DNA test completed to search for an identity connection.

Changed Perspectives and Actions

Another theme, projected across 12 (92%) of the 13 interviews were the changes
to perspective and the plans participants intend to or have already incorpoatadimt
lives having returned from Africa.

First dispelled were many stereotypes imposed and perpetuated frgm man
sources all around (parents, school, radio, television, newspapers, magazings, musi

billboards, books, other misinformed authority-types, etc.), which were direaiseitf
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or subliminally absorbed. Whether the distortion was intentional or not, some of the
damage done to identity, self worth, and/or existence, has for the participdedast,a
started to be refuted. This change of perspective was significant anestethih a
variety of ways.

With the new-found first-hand, observed information participants shared they
have returned with an action plan to not only improve their personal knowledge base but
have vowed to share and educate others about the inaccuracies, distortions and
misinformation African Americans have received and believe about AtNtat they
witnessed in Africa showed them how their preconceived notions had hampered their
progress. A collage of comments expressed by participants: | have becarseoawho
| am (Baracha, 2007, p. 236; Nursie, 2007, p. 311), where | am from—proud to be from
Africa (Baracha, 2007, p. 236; Branch & Pryor-Malis, 2001, p. 26; Brother X, 2007, p.
256; Emy, 2007, p. 277, p. 280), and | no longer take things for granted (Baracha, 2007,
p. 238; Joe, 2007, p. 291; Makeba, 2007, p. 304, p. 305; Tiye, 2007, p. 327, p. 328; Toni,
2007, p .338); | have found a part of my mind that was lost/stolen (Yaw, 2007, p. 347),
and | intend to let others know what | have learned (Yaw, 2007, p. 347). Seeing what |
saw has caused me to be less wasteful (Baracha, 2007, p. 238; Makeba, 2007, p. 303;
Tiye, 2007, p. 329), more appreciative of my way of life (Bebe, 2007, p. 252; Makeba,
2007, p. 304; Tiye, 2007, p. 338), and have returned with a new viewpoint about myself,
Africa and the world.

Sharing and philanthropic ideas have become a reality and been implemented by
some to provide or lend a hand to others in Africa in meaningful ways. Two scholarships

are being established, numerous families and/or children have been sponsbeed by t
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giving of basic needs either on a short or long term basis, and annual school tuitions have
been paid.
At home in America, perspectives and actions of participants have beed tdtere
do more creative things. For instance, some have changed their persanahdittir
refused to leave home without some visible element of Africa incorporated in their
ensemble (clothes, jewelry, shoes, headgear, briefcase, handbag, pokicigy, stiak,
etc.). It was interesting to hear how participants were greeted by Atiericans and
African Americans when attired “African style.” Exposure and attecéat cultural
events were found to be enjoyable now rather than avoided. Some also offered that they
now have a positive reception for communicating/ visiting with people from other parts
of the world and different cultures. This also included an innovative activity dihgea
and listening to international news reports.
Visiting West Africa has indeed dispelled erroneous information, and chareged th

outlook and behaviors for all, less one, of the participants—the third emerged theme.

Tour Director’s Perspectives

The Center for Culture, The Afrikan Poetry Theatre Inc. is a non-profit
organization that provides a range of cultural, educational, recreational @d soc
programs. In conversation with John Watusi Branch, Co-founder and ExecutivieoDirec
of the organization (December 21, 2007), he commented on the topic of this dissertation.
As the Journey to the Motherland Tour organizer he shared some perspectives on

aviation, saying:
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Air transportation has narrowed the concept to reality—wherein a dramatic

difference in culture and environment can be experienced in a matter of about

seven hours. Having a familiarity with African culture from various sources

(books, others, etc.) and actually being there are two totally and distinctly

different things. Exposure to and having experienced the essence of family,

family structure, order of authority and respect, especially respdut elders,

that which is normal in Africa and not the norm in America, was quite a change to

comfort and milieu. American youth have had some challenges in adjusting.

Branch spoke of the conveniences of direct flights and the routing offergd toda
by South African Airways and North America Airlines. He has noted an incredise i
number of travelers and queries why round trips to London could be had for $400.00 but
not to Africa—that cost was excessive. Prior to its demise, Air Afriquetivapreferred
airline; it was direct and provided a measure of indoctrination to Africawga.r

Branch further observed in the majority of travelers since beginning the
Motherland Tours there has been a transformation of African Americansyag¢he
exposed to Africa and the African culture. He noted:

People have enjoyed food, entertainment, learned how to barter, and found pride.

Some have been influenced to do more charity-wise, be more helpful, gave in

Africa versus not giving in America, except at church. Some expressegadirei

and displeasure about the economics, the exploitation, and poverty. One or two

did not like and hated the experience while others felt they were wealthy in

Africa. Many have changed their style of dress, supported and sought out African

cultural affairs, activities, and events after returning to America.
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The Center for Culture, The Afrikan Poetry Theatre continues to offer Journey to
the Motherland tours to the African continent for all who wish to know more about
themselves. “A trip to West Africa is like a pilgrimage, a spiritualwrepation, a journey
filled with emotional experiences, full of fun and wonderment” (Afrikan PoElryatre,

2005, para. 5).

Researcher’s Perspectives

This researcher, an annual tourist to West Africa since 1998, professes,
undoubtedly, Africa is my ancestral home. | knew that from deep within my being i
1972 when | first “set foot” on the African soil. My introduction to aviation was oara P
Am Airline flight to Dakar, Senegal. It was a direct flight, and en rowgs quasi-
comfortable after losing an engine one hour out over the Atlantic Ocean, dumpassg e
fuel overboard in order to return to departure point—JFK Airport, changing planes and
taking off again, six hours late. Since that experience 36 years ago, thélidine path
from JFK Airport to Dakar, Senegal has not changed considerably, however, companies
providing air transportation, types of aircraft, number of flights, and schecasg
vacillated and improved greatly.

Years later, | realized having the benefit of using Air Afrique Airlives
inspiring. Industry personnel the entire trip from departure to arrival looked ke m
ticket agents at JFK Airport, the flight crew (pilot, co-pilot, flight eregr, all the flight
attendants), ground crew in Africa, baggage handlers, and all airport pernsomydine

of vision in Africa. The style and colors of uniforms were likewise uplifting, coimg
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African colors, patterns and designs. Seeing yourself in other occupationyoevea
been exposed to was elevating and educational.

Curiosity was the primary reason for visiting the African continenteas t
information contained in my formal studies conflicted with other sources and | et out
learn more and seek some hands-on answers. | found more than | expectedetalso tr
bring back as much of everything (photos, 8mm film, audio recordings, souvenirs, etc.)
that | could so | could share Africa and my experiences with others, which unlatow
the time, was a futile effort.

Today, having amassed over 30 visits to 11 West Africa countries and 11 other
African countries, | have discovered/learned how impossible it was to tiyetohg
understanding/experience of “being home” to another; they have to savor, feel, and
experience the journey for themselves, individually.

As a seasoned visitor, | have observed others as they discover self and Hfac
transformation began at arrival in the airport when deplaning was not througdiridge
way into a terminal but down rolling stairs to a bus, or in some countries you just walk
from the plane, to the terminal building. After clearing immigration and passport
inspection, a search for your luggage began. It was rather chaotic compared to the
American way of luggage retrieval. After all bags have been located -tloeimry
operator assisted the group through customs, luggage was loaded on the roof of the bus
then tied securely, and the passengers were seated for the drive to th&fteoteinding
and arrival at the hotel can take anywhere from three to five hours. And saitanAf

experience has begun.
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In answering the questions posed to the participants, many of them took the words
right out of my heart and mouth. The emotions and descriptions shared, felt and sounded
just like mine—in sync parallel experiences. Remaining neutral whilenigeznd
capturing their comments and expressions was fortifying, as it authkeatj sustained,
and corroborated my insights.

Specifically regarding the question of identity, | did not know I did not have one
until I went home, to Africa, and found mine. Born and raised in the suburbs of New
York City, | was constantly trying to fit into somebody’s mold, but at the tirdil not
know that. | was told by family and friends when | finally returneenfmy first trip, in
1972 (which | kept extending until | had exhausted all my funds), | had a differdqt wal
stood taller, and walked prouder with my head held higher—pride found. In exhibiting
that, one day a week | wear traditional African clothes to work as a promamamy
heritage to self and others. DNA testing has provided some other interestsngiiaict
my genealogy. Actual geographical locations of clans with like DNA erark West
Africa have been identified, bringing me a step closer to specific taaceentity. My
next few trips will have goals of visiting some of those specific clan locations

In the Akan (Ghanaian) culture Sankofa is a bird that looks backward while flying
forward, holding an egg in its mouth. It signifies and teaches we must go back to our
beginning and learn what the past has to teach, to know the present, in order to move
forward—the future. That is, the past shows how and why we are who we have become.
The egg represents the future, and also reminds us that which has been lost or stolen can
be reclaimed. Aviation has made it more convenient to leave North Americariared ar

on the African continent in as little as six hours, safely and comfortably. Loké ohthe
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participants in this study, visiting West Africa has had a significant itgramy life.
Going back to learn about the past and bringing the lessons learned into the present has
changed my mindset, landscape, and environment in a myriad of very positive ways to

make a better future—Sankofal

Summary Findings

In summary, this chapter described the demographic of the participants and the
findings of each of the questions posed. It included the themes that emerged, and the
perspectives of the tour operator and researcher.

The majority of the 13 tourists interviewed for this study were magi@b%),
female-10 (77%), and retired-7 (54%) with an average age (35-69) of 53 eays
represented a variety of differences in perspectives and provided a rich sfodeitz
with many similarities and some differences noted across the catedore®@mparison,
there were only 7 participants in the Nelson (1986) study.

The travel and transportation findings were for the most part comfortable, safe,
and enjoyable. Aviation has made a variety of African products readily avaitable f
consumption in America. Time saved was cited as the major conveniencd bffere
aviation, in addition to providing a safe and comfortable mode of transport. More direct
flights to African locations were preferred at a more reasonable cost.

The stereotypes and cultural perspectives were varied and similar at the sam
time. All participants were surprised at what they observed first handicaAlt did not
match their expectations, which were based on the negative information antyptse

it left most with intent to authenticate/validate information about Afiliaappointment
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was expressed at the disrespect and exploitation of Africans and Africa,tpopula
density, excessive poverty, proliferation of non-African owned businesses, and the
imitation of negative western behaviors. Variations were noted in food, sogieusli
values, polygamy, customs, features, and actions. Participants have madmi@naling
to make personal changes in their lives based on what they saw, felt, exqebaadc
shared in Africa. The changes included poignant and intense thoughts of America aft
experiencing Africa.

Themes which threaded though all of the interviews were: acceptingidgcla
Africa as home, finding a connection for self identification, changing personal
perception/perspective and the resulting actions after returning to Amewo items
noted but not expounded were: the term “set foot,” and members of participanligsfam

not interested in learning/visiting Africa. Perhaps, topics for another study.
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CHAPTER V

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Introduction

Purpose of the Study

The purpose of the study was to determine the effects of air transportation on
African American culturalization from leisure tourist travel betweerlthiged States
and West Africa. The assumption was that findings in the personal interviews of the
participants could address and identify a clear understanding of spedifisfac
contributing to changes in the African American culture/community. Findings could be
especially helpful to the aviation community in looking at future travel needs and

enhance the literature for the immediate and latent cultural effects.

Conclusions

There were 21 questions posed to 13 participants to determine how or has air
travel to West Africa affected and impacted the African Americatui@ibf those
travelers and all with whom they directly and indirectly interact?fiffugngs in this
gualitative research resulted with the following conclusions as retateavel and

transportation, and stereotypes and cultural perceptions.
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Conclusions Reqgarding Travel and Transportation

Air travel has played a major role in changing the mindset, landscape and
environment of the participants.

An emerged way of thinking to traverse the Atlantic Ocean and explore the
African continent culminated with a diversity of thoughts, some of which are camiaine
this research. Armed with the knowledge of the convenience, comfort, and takesit
to reach the African continent, a change in mindset has occurred and travel tdhAgrica
become more attractive. Once the “genie is out of the bottle, it can not bedgtaore
“once the bell has been rung, it can not be un-rung.”

Participants intended to travel more and seek direct flights to more i\frica
locations. South African Airways and Delta Air Lines provided daily tranamitt direct
non-stop flights to and from Dakar, Senegal and Lagos, Nigeria. The Deltluche
represented a recent increase in direct flights and additional acagksit African
locations. In the next few years several airlines are expected éasecthe number of
flights and additional routes to other locations in Africa. This will be wellivedeby the
participants planning another trip as it provides more options. With costs conegarabl
flights to Europe the volume of travelers would increase.

Personal observations of the researcher noted the African Americardpadss
been undeniably altered by the many items available for sale in fleatsasgecialty
stores, and main stream department stores. Several participants in anguestion two:
How has aviation contributed to your needs in America? (see Appendix E, pp. 151-154),
stated several locations where they were able to locally obtain prodpcidechfrom

Africa. Mentioned were the African Market in Harlem, vendors in Brooklyn, The Bronx

110



and Queens. This availability of products not only changed and impacted thenAfric
American community and presumably the rest of America has also beer@&xpos
and/or influenced by African products. “All across the country, African collestjbl
decor items, furnishing and clothing are in demand” (Business Catalogs, 2008, Home,
para. 11).
Eastern Art Arcade, one of the oldest wholesalers of African Art in the United
States..., [for the past] 35 years...[has] import[ed] and suppl[ied] a wide \@alriety
products including African masks, kitchen accessories, home furniture, ebony &
wood carvings, walking canes, musical instruments, clothing & fabrics, and one
of a kind items (Eastern Art Arcade, 2008, Home)
to “major retail chain stores, boutique’s, gift stores, museums, zoo’s catelqEanies,
...home decorators” (Eastern Art Arcade, 2008, About us), galleries and collectors
For example, some African designs or a compilation of African colors carebe se
in the décor of some businesses (McDonalds-Oklahoma City, OK), hospitalaifHarle
Hospital-Harlem, New York), schools (Marcus Garvey-Oklahoma City, OK), homes
(Anifowose residence-Moore, OK), church choirs (Wildwood-Oklahoma City), and
restaurants (African Village, Irving, TX; Ghana Cafe, Washington, DIC),Tée
proliferation of establishments, clothing, uniforms, works of art, backdrops, fabrics
spices and foods, etc. attest to the impact on the culture. The aviation industry has
contributed to some of these African products being readily available in & thesh
manner.
The environment—conscious and/or unconscious surrounding factors—has

influenced African American lives and activities. The emotional tone and infls gmice
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to arriving were filled with negative stereotypes and preconceived notions. Thathoug
and feelings of the participants have dramatically changed after trateMigst Africa.
One six to nine hour flight dispelled most if not all the erroneous attitudes and ideas.

The conclusion was that travel and transportation affected and impacted the
African American culture by providing the opportunities for mind expansion and self
discovery. The landscape of the community and culture has been altered and enhanced by
the availability and use of Africa products. The atmosphere and environment of the

culture was likewise amended to reflect new truths about Africans and Africa.

Conclusions Regarding Stereotypes — Cultural Perceptions

Air travel has played a most important part in changing the mindset, landscape
and environment of the participants. As reported by all 13 African Amentayiewed,
their culture has been impacted in assorted direct and indirect waysiyftesagere
dispelled. Negative, limiting, mistaken, and preconceived beliefs thatdcame
standardized mental picture, obtained from a variety of sources: missionanieheas,
business/tourist travelers, television, news, newspapers, books, novels, naturagrogra
movies, advertising, and museum exhibits, etc. have been modified, if not completely
erased.

Along with the dispersal of stereotypes, the mindset of participants has been
altered in that they want to embrace their long denied/stolen heritage. Theyrd®ddod
denounce Africa and behave like the preponderate American population. They feael that i
was okay to be of African descent. That can be seen in the change in personal attire

(dress, hair), environmental décor (homes, businesses), and leisure activitigal(c
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events). The impetus for change in mindset was attributed to travel to Wiest afd
learning and seeing for themselves their lineage, thus changing personal
perception/perspective and the resulting actions after returning to Americ

Traveling to West Africa enabled the participants to recognize mamntutay
actions and activities as coming directly from Africa. “Slavery did not oig§all of] the
cultural legacy...nor erase [all of] the memories of an African past....They
survived...and...customs [were reshaped] ...to conform to African aesthetic ideals”
(Holloway, 2005, p. 326). Africanism percolates through the American culture. The
African American culture is multifaceted and permeable; finding a &rdgnection for
self identification, accepting and declaring Africa as home was brobght Ay air
transportation.

Knowing our heritage means knowing ourselves, no longer needing validation of
European Americans, and having much to celebrate. Each one sharing theinegperie
another learns and conveys, and the cycle repeats. That new knowledge gimneas
to change the environment and mindset. In return, that promotes and sparks mterest i
others to travel and learn more about Africa and themselves. Without the vede sa
traveling by air, many would be unable to make the journey. With a European-lde airf
(as shown in Table I, p. 30) many more would be able to travel, be exposed to learn and
see firsthand from whence they came.

The conclusion was that African American culture has been marked bgpmbonst
evolution and change. Life began in Africa before boat passage to the Amemcpserfr
separations and isolation from other Africans lessened the opportunity to netain t

African language, ethnic identity, culture, and heritage. Subsequent disruptibes of t
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family, rapes and sexual abuse where the men could not protect their wivigsifarsi
customary. Seasonifigzias used to try to remove all of Africa from the slaves but while
seasoning did modify behaviors; it did not completely obliterate the culture. Destende
have preserved many ancestral ways—recognized or not. Africa can be sgan tbda
African America community in family structure/kinship, foods and cooking methods
religious concepts and practices, some words/expressions, literatumsaaté musical
style and instruments. The residual latent effect of all this Amerisaorpicontinues to
impact African Americans today. Some measure of healing of the psycbieitdbegins
to occur with that first flight/pilgrimage to Africa. African influersceontinue to fashion
the new African American cultural identity, and air transportation has hashtigmpact
and assisted in bringing this information and knowledge across the Atlantic Ocean.

Moreover, for those denied their heritage, aviation travel and transportation to
Africa has contributed to an understanding and acceptance of being descendants of
Africa. Embracing the fact that it was okay to be an African living in Acaeand not be
ashamed of who they are and how they look is another cultural resultant/outcome from
air travel to Africa. Aviation has assisted greatly in finding, recognizigeanbracing
heritage; it has provided a bridge of connection to ancestry.

This study, the effect of air transportation on culturalization, a study ofaifr

American tourist travel impact, has relevance to the African Amerimanmuinity, the

2 Seasoning, a process that took a year or twoeakbtame, subjugate and inure slaves, was thefterm
behavior modification which forced enslaved Afrisan accept their new lives. "It began soon after
capture or purchase..., but was intensified on¢edmmericas....The process [included]...shavihthe

hair from their bodies, washing...and oiling...withim oil [when they were]...about-to-be-sold [Sid]hey
were fed more often for a few days prior to thesahd trained not to resist having their reprogtact
organs examined. “Already branded in Africa witk thader’'s mark, they might be branded again wigh t
mark of the new owner,” and were expected to redpgora new Christian name given during the seagonin
period (Seasoning, n. d.).
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aviation industry, and aviation education. It provided facts of the aftermath anct iompa
day-to-day living, and the role international air transportation has play&ddan

Americans’ culturalization. It added to the literature, educated others edptiatreasons

for visiting Africa, and contributed to the identity establishment issues. Addlty, it

afforded the African American community an opportunity to share their prspeand
experiences with others. It is hoped the themes and thoughts proposed by this novel study

generated and provoked additional questions in sparking further research.

Recommendations

On the basis of the information gleaned in this study, the following

recommendations are offered as related to the findings.

Recommendation Pertaining to Travel and Transportation

The cost of transportation was still a great expense for some, even with
systematically saving for the trip. The creation of an airfare corblgat@the airfares to
Europe was recommended. Today, as the cost for fuel escalates, the ekdbenige
average and below average income individual to journey to Africa may become a bigger
challenge or impossible. We must explore plausible avenues for the expéoibeckilly
savored.

Consistently mentioned throughout the interviews was the need for additional
flights scheduled and more direct flights to various locations on the Afra@ment.
Rearrangement of flight schedules to avoid having to overnight at a connectingater

location was another recommendation of the interviewees. Such a modification would
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help lessen transport costs and allow more time at the intended destinationpatieoim

activity generated could have broad implications for the aviation industry.

Recommendation Pertaining to Stereotypes — Cultural Perceptions

The educational background of participants in this study was predominately
retired professionals. The tourists in the Nelson (1986) were all professionals. The
females outnumbered the males more than 3:1. In the Nelson (1986) study the females
outnumbered the males more than 2:1. This could suggest education and gender has a
correlation with travel. Prohibitive for many, cost may have inhibited trayand may
have stymied personal self identity. A recommendation was that furtiesrold be
commenced to understand the rationale and implications of how education, gender, and
cost have affected the African American culture.

With all the questions posed and answered here, new questions materialize. For
example, there were a number of African Americans who have relocated, ddtome
and now reside permanently in Africa. A study of their experiences anditangould
be useful to others and add to the literature about culture. Another study in the reverse
would be, how do Africans see African Americans who are just visiting tourigtese t

who have come back to live there.

116



Implications

Africa is a huge continent with over fifty countries, more than a thousand separate
cultures, and hundreds of millions of people. This study indirectly covered minieaal ar
in a few of the West African countries visited by participants. Obviouskglirey to
West Africa as a tourist was a high priority for 13 participants who canhe tcuttural
conclusion that West Africa was home, or at least the home of their aisc@s$teir
perception—the way they see the world, pay attention to it, attach meaningsacidtas
memories—affects communication and future contacts.

Although the results of the study indicate air transportation has had significant
impact on the culture; it was based on 13 perspectives and portions of a few countries.
There are many other countries on the African continent where the enviromasenot
stable or peaceful enough to host tourism. Tour operators only plan trips to places that are
somewhat stable and at peace. The war ravished countries or areas where igolenc
raging was not considered in this study. Thus this report and conclusions in no way
purport to speak for or encompass all of the African continent.

Perhaps the participants have expressed a Pollyanna view—external optimists
wrapped in a desire to reaffirm an African identity, claiming Afrisdname. Since all
Africa is not the same, this leaves the question, do all African Americas whwiséed
Africa claim and embrace it as home—their ancestral home? Their asaestoe from
Africa and today their distant cousins live there, but has a chasm of four hundied yea
and thousands of miles fostered a complete separation? This is another topic far anothe

study.
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Everyone makes assumptions or inferences because it is impossible to know
everything about everything. So based on incomplete data we arrive at conclusions,
which we then categorize. Given the findings that all of the participartitgsi study
claimed Africa as their ancestral home, based on one or more journeys, theé derive
conclusion was that air travel to West Africa has in numerous wayseaffand
impacted the African American mindset, landscape, environment, and culturastat le

for these travelers and those with whom they have directly and indirecthetbuc

Concluding Remarks

We all were and still are students. We continue to be students throughout life, but
more importantly we are all teachers. As teachers, we are obligated tonpasr
observations of what we have learned. We understand each student learns in their own
time and that “when the student is ready the teacher will appear” (Buddhist proverb)

The purposive sample was selected because they were believed to be a rech sourc
of data for understanding the characteristics of cultural changes, and tleegxaetly
that. Their cooperation and enthusiasm for this study and the opportunity it provided for
input to aviation and the literature went well beyond expectation. They exeauplifi
concern, which was readily apparent in the quality of information offered fonitie. st
Their innovation and candor, their willingness to find and take quality time for the
interviews, and the extra effort many of them made by offering to acodatethe

researcher’s schedule was deeply appreciated.
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Instrument
Travel — Transportation: What were your experiences?
What were your travel experiences (airport, flight, cost, time)?
Going/departing America
While in Africa
Returning to America
How has aviation contributed to your needs in America (availability of proQucts
Has aviation offered any conveniences to your life?
When was your last visit to West Africa?
How many times have you been?
Why did you go?
How will you prepare for your next flight to West Africa?
If there were no direct trans-Atlantic flights how would you consider getting

there?

Stereotypes — Cultural Perceptions: How have you been affected?
What were your expectations and how were they met?
What surprised you and disappointed you?
Why would you consider another visit, given the opportunity?
Are you looking at the African continent as home?

Where are your ancestral roots?
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Having been there, what does Africa mean to you?

How did you communicate?
What/who did you recognize (features, actions, principles, values)?
How were they different (food, customs, principles, values, actions)?

Describe how you were received

How has the experience changed you, your perspective, your community?
What do you now do differently after returning?

Has your relationship with others changed after returning?

What are your new expectations?

Having been to Africa, what does America mean to you?

Demographics: Please tell me about yourself
Occupation
Educational level
Marital status
Age
City and State:
Born
Childhood/grew up

Adult
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CHECKLIST AND INTERVIEW SCRIPT

As | go over these items, please feel free to interrupt and ask questioggiatea

For the record | will be taking written notes and recording this interview by

audiotape to capture the stories exactly as you tell them. The recorditg will

transcribed and destroyed after completion of the reseBnehtranscriber will sign

a confidential agreement prior to doing any transcription work.
Is that okay with you?

| have a consent form for your signature that | will go over with you. You will
receive a signed copy of the form.
Go over the CONSENT FORM.

A little information about this research. It involves personal interviews wit
African American people, born and raised in the United States, who have trav
to West Africa in the past 35 months, since December 2004. Your nhame was

eled

obtained from (personal knowledge, African Poetry Theater listing,

other, etc.).

| am interested in your experiences, expressions, thoughts, and feelings about
traveling and touring West Africa. The good, the bad, and the ugly, the easy, and

the hard — all that you are willing to share.

The data will be compiled, analyzed, and referenced with data captured by another

researcher in 198@\ll the data gather will be used to obtain a deeper
understanding of your experiences.

| have prepared a series of questions which you should have received in the mail.
However, one answer may lead to one or more additional questions for full clarity
and understanding. | expect the interview to last about one hour depending on you

and how much you are willing to share.

As mentioned in the Consent Form, to maintain confidentiality | will call younbly a

alias nameWhat name would you like to us€®r this interview | will call you
. Is that acceptable?

Prior to turning on the tape recordsstablish the assumed narr participant
wishes to be addressed as.
Prepare NAME CARD for ready visual reference.

Do you have any questions?

Recorder on...For the record:
Today is (day) , December , 2007

I am Alethia Futtrell, doctorial candidate at Oklahoma State Uniyefsam
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involved in a research study about how the aviation industry and internationa
leisure travel between the United States and West Africa have dioeatigirectly
fostered changes in the African American identity, and | am here with
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Alethia Futtrell
PO Box 1782 Okla. State Univ,
Bethany, OK 73008-1782 4?3? 7
405-954-693'405-255-5433 ﬁ%ﬁ%@jﬂ
AFuttrell@aol.com Bopias (12028
38,60 02100

December 5, 2007
Letter to Participant

Dear )

| am currently working on my doctorial dissertation in the College of Eduat
Applied Educational Studies with Aviation and Space Specialization at Oklahorea Stat
University. You have been chosen to participate in the research study becamse of y
interests and recent travel experiences in West Africa. | would apfa¢lce opportunity
to interview you in person at your convenience sometime during the month of
December 2007 or January 2008.

The purpose of the study is to gather information about the effects the aviation
industry and international leisure travel between the United States and Weathalk
directly or indirectly fostered changes in the African American itherithe findings of
the study could be especially helpful to the aviation community’s flight planningglas
as updating the history files and literature. Additionally it affords thec&frAmerican
community an opportunity to share their perspectives and experiences with others.

Attached are samples of the questions which will be used during the interview
lasting approximately one hour. With your permission, an audio recording will be made
of the interview to aid in the analysis of the data. During the recording processect
your identity an agreed upon assumed name will be used. Transcription of thengecordi
and notes will be identified by number and the assumed name only. After the regzording
are transcribed, the data analyzed, and the study is completed all recoiidibgs w
destroyed to protect your confidentiality. The assumed name will be used imathe f
report, a copy of which will be presented for your approval/concurrence prior to
submission to the graduate college and publication.

| will contact you later this month, to answer any questions you may have) obtai
permission to interview, and schedule an appointment. In the meantime, if you have any
guestions about the project or about me, you may contact me at 405-255-5433.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation regarding my request for assistance
with this research project.

Sincerely,

Alethia Futtrell

139



APPENDIX D

INFORMED CONSENT FORM

140



INFORMED CONSENT FORM Olda. State Univ.
B
Title: The Effect of Air Transportation on Culturalization: A Study of | asgmes 1/29/27
African American Tourist Travel Impact Bxginos 14/ AE/05
wag €pp /0%

l, , hereby authorize Alethia
Futtrell to interview me about my experiences and travel to West Afrggae Imy
permission for this interview to be recorded and the words transcribed.

This interview is to be done as a part of a doctoral dissertation entitled: “The
effect of air transportation on culturalization: A study of African Areemnitourist travel
impact,” a qualitative study. The purpose of this study is to gather infemeabiout the
effects air transportation and international leisure travel, between thedl Btdtes and
West Africa, has, directly or indirectly, fostered changes in the Africaarfian culture.
The stories and experiences will be captured in my own words through a personal
interview. This data will be captured during December 2007 and January 2008.

| realize that | can voluntarily end the interview at any time. | willbeasked to
state any identifying information (such as my name, address or phone number) on the
recording. Recordings of interviews will be kept in the possession of Ms. [Fanidewill
not be used for any purpose other than this research study. Any transcriptiorsservice
used will sign a confidentially agreement prior to transcription. All reagsdwill be
destroyed at the end of the study, prior to May 2008. All identifying information about
me will be kept confidential and separate from the interview recordings aisgrifs.
The researcher will retain personally identifiable information data fonlmee checking
only. The personally identifiable data document will be handled only by, and kept secure
by the researcher. That is, the document cross referencing the subject withea and
the pseudonym used in the audio recording is held confidential and secure in the custody
of the researcher. It is a separate file/document, distinct from othercteseaterials
(audio recordings, transcripts). The personally identifiable data document andltbe
recordings will be destroyed at the completion of the study.

The final transcribed interview prior to submission and publication will be made
available for my review for member checking, and | will receive@/cThe Oklahoma
State University (OSU) Institutional Review Board (IRB) is empowesgatatect the
rights and welfare of human subjects involved in research by minimizing risk and
ensuring that subjects agree to participate voluntarily from an informed perepé
has the Authority to inspect consent records and data files to assure compithnce
approved procedures.
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There are no physical or psychological risks. There are no
known risks associated with this research project which are greate@{asiais Univ.
those ordinarily encountered in daily life. Information gathered could IRB
be especially helpful to the aviation community’s flight planning, as
well as updating the history files and literature. In addition, it affordg
the African American community an opportunity to share their s 2 et
perspectives and experiences with others.

| understand that participation is voluntary, that there is no penalty foarédus
participate, and that | am free to withdraw my consent and participation in djestpat
any time by notifying the researcher, Ms. Futtrell.

| may contact Alethia Futtrell at telephone number 405-255-5433 or Dr. Fred
Hansen at telephone number 918-594-8406. | may also contact the IRB. If | have
guestions about the research and my rights as a research volunteer, | mayDroSiaet
C. Jacobs, IRB Chair, 219 Cordell North, Stillwater, OK 74078, 405-744-1676 or email
irb@okstate.edu

| have read and fully understand this consent form. I sign it freely and voluntarily
A copy of this form has been given to me.

Signature of Participant Date

| certify that | have personally explained this document before reqgekahthe
participant sign it.

Signature of Researcher Date
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Findings from Travel and Transportation

Interview Question One

What were your travel experiences?

TABLE VI

EXCERPTS OF PARTICIPANTS' RESPONSES TO WHAT
WERE YOUR TRAVEL EXPERIENCES?

Participants

Excerpts/Comments Interview Question One
What were your travel experiences?

Akosia

1995 first trip to Africa...Kennedy Airport to Dakar cost about $2100
for 7 days. Flight took about 9 hours.

Departing — traveled on Air Afrique from Kennedy to Dakar, Africa.
We had to fly out of Atlanta to catch a flight to New York. It was
difficult because we had to spend the night in NYC to make sure we
made the flight the following morning. | think it is different now. | do
remember being very excited and experienced no difficulties departing
Kennedy. The excitement was the fact that | was GOING to Africa for
the FIRST time.

In Africa — Upon arrival | was shocked...it was kinda strange...l am
use to things being orderly.... In the United States everything is so much
more orderly and it looked like, when | first got there, we would never
get through. In my mind | wondered how we would ever get through. |
saw all the people crowding around...l said how are we going to get my
luggage...It looked like there was a bunch of stuff going on and | just
could not fathom how they get anything done at all. So it was kinda a
surprise as that was the first time in an African airport and | wondered if
this was the way they do their business. But everything was okay...we
got through...pushing and shoving...whatever we had to do. Some
culture shock took place.

Returning to America — | was not ready to come back...l just needed
to be there a little bit longer. So | did extend it three more days. But that
was about...l had to come back to work. So that was that.
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TABLE VIl (Continued)

Participants Excerpts/Comments Interview Question One

What were your travel experiences?

Baracha

Bebe

The most amazing thing was that | could get to Africa in 6 %2 hours
from Queens. That floored me! That was the most unbelievable thing,
that the continent of Africa was just that close via an airplane!

Departing — Once | finally made the decision that | was going to go to
Africa, | was so excited. Nothing bothered me. | do not remember any
unpleasant experiences, | was smiling, and | got to the airport maybe 4
hours ahead of time. | am sitting there three and one-half, four hours
because | was not going to be late.

In Africa — transportation...l was pleasantly surprised...we traveled
in an air conditioned bus, we had English speaking guides, | was never
uncomfortable...the roads were kind of rough in spots, but | was in
Africa. This was like a dream come true. Nothing was going to bother
me...even the bad roads.

Returning to America — the trip was a very reflective flight. Each day
| kept a journal, | just kept going over and over my journal. | could not
wait to get my pictures developed so | could relive it over and over
again. | was happy having made the decision to go and going with the
group that I did go with. That was important.

Departing — from the airport was...not a problem, everything went
smoothly. Our tour manager had everything intact for us. We got there
in plenty, plenty, plenty of time to sit and to lollygag, to go get some-
thing to eat, to meet the people we were traveling with, so there was no
rush, and, no, it was just a good travel...it was all a good traveling
experience. | thought that | would have more of a problem because of
the length of travel time...but after becoming friendly with the people
we were [traveling] | felt quite comfortable. Each [airline seat] lvax
[its] own TV set, so you didn’t have to watch something that you didn’t
necessarily want to watch, you had a variety or if you just chose not to
watch anything at all. | was doing a journal on my trip, so | did a lot of
writing. | was talking to other people and listening to experienced
travelers and everything, so all of that made the time go by quite fast, |
didn’t have an anxiety in traveling of...when...are we there yet.

In Africa — Great. Good. Again, excellent. | don’t have too much of a
complaint of being in Africa. | was grateful that | was able to go because
it had always been something that I've wanted to do.

Returning to America — The only problem | remember was with the
flight to take us back to Senegal from The Gambia was projected to be
delayed, but did arrive on time.

Great, cost and flight schedule, very convenient. It was fine, it was
not a problem.
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TABLE VIl (Continued)

Participants Excerpts/Comments Interview Question One

What were your travel experiences?

Brother X

Emy

Travel and air transportation, for the most part, it was very
comfortable. | find that the pricing was, at times, a bit of a challenge, but
with planning and, you know, the blessings of the creator, and, just,
planning we were able to make a number of trips to Africa. I've been
three times. | don’t know what we would do without it. | think it would
be an incredible challenge trying to find other ways to make passage
home — it would, just, be an incredible challenge.

Departing — the times, when we had direct flights out of the country,
those seemed to be the more enjoyable experiences, more comfortable
experiences—Ileaving directly out of JFK—Ieaving the country. | had
some challenges when we had to fly from New York to Washington,
DC, | believe we left out of Newark, NJ one time and went to DC, and,
there was, like, a layover, we were there for, hours, and, that was, |
don’t know if it was psychological or, whatever it was, it was felt, you
know. It was like an incredible hardship...as opposed to that direct
flight [from New York] to the continent.

In Africa — for the most part [it was] very pleasant. At times, the land
transportation due to the challenge infrastructure of some of the
highways, some of the bus rides were a bit of a challenge.

Returning from Africa — We had a direct flight back to JFK...that
was really key, and, | think in any of my travels I’'m certainly going to
opt for the direct flight. It just seemed like when you [are boarding,
clearing] security and [handling] your baggage, it's an incredibly
difficult experience. If you can just minimize that [it would be] an
incredibly different experience. So, direct flight, especially
internationally would truly be the option, it's the strong choice.

Departing — On departure out of Kennedy sometimes, you know,
there’s a little glitch when you're traveling with a group..., and we tend
to bring things to West Afrika - humanitarian things, such as supplies for
the school children and gifts; and, things of that nature. So, because we
have a lot of luggage, sometimes there’s a glitch at the airport. We have
to do a little dealing and explaining at the airport to get ourselves
through without paying extra or too much for extra baggage.

In Afrika — Again, because | am with a group, the group leader takes
care of the details about how to get there. The group leader has arranged
with a tour company there to meet us, to handle our luggage, and help us
in that regard. So, generally there’s no problem. Sometimes when we get
there the bus is a little too small, or, something, and they have to call in
additional transportation, but otherwise it usually goes pretty good.

Returning to America — Same thing, it usually works out with the tour
company in Afrika. They are very efficient, they appreciate us coming

146



TABLE VIl (Continued)

Participants Excerpts/Comments Interview Question One

What were your travel experiences?

Emy
(continued)

Joe

Loss of
Mother’s
love

Makeba

there, and they do all they can to assist us with our departure back to the
US; escorting us, handling the baggage, getting us checked through
security. They take care of all of the details. So, overall it's been a good
experience. The flight back — no problem. There were times that we
were delayed and had to spend an extra night someplace because of
some problem with the airline or the airplane or something. But, you
know, | chalk it all up to experience.

The costs are good for me because usually when | travel, | travel with
a group, partly because the group leader takes care of all of the detalils,
and | don’'t have to worry about that. And, the time, basically the time of
travel is no problem. Being a retired individual, | don’t have to worry
too much about when I'm leaving and when I'm coming back. At the
airport, sometimes there were delays, but no major delays. But, other
than that, the travel experiences have been good. The flights were
usually pleasant and comfortable.

Departing — arrival at the airport was a little hectic. The lines wer
long, security was heightened. September 11 had a lot to do with the
time that we had to wait to have our bags checked, which was necessary.

In Africa —it was a little hectic at the airport, it was a little comfgs

Returning to America — Arrival was okay, there was no long line.

The cost? I, actually, found the cost for the package was very
reasonable for the most part. | do have some friends that travel back and
forth to Africa, and I'm usually told that they pay really ridiculous
amounts for travel. | think since | was traveling with this group, it
actually made...the rates were better. I've always had this pregedcei
idea that the travel flight time was 16 — 21 hours—so long. Travel time
was actually 9 hours to Senegal.

Departing — My departure to Dakar, Senegal was pretty much
uneventful. [For] a few hours later...our flight was delayed...and again
...on the tarmac.

In Africa — Nothing to share about transportation.

Returning to America — The return trip home was also uneventful.

Departing — | found that my travel at the airport ran smoothly, | was
excited...it was not my first flight...but | was very excited knowing
where | was going...my first trip to Africa.

In Africa — During one of my adventures in Africa we got in the cab
and the cab broke down. So what we ended up doing was... getting out
of the cab and pushing it. But that was okay...we went on where we had
to go. We arrived at our destination saf&yd you have to push the cab
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all the way there?would say about one-quarter of the way...we had to
help him “pop the clutch”...but that was okay. We knew where we were
and if this is what it took to get the car started...we did it...and did it with
amusement and pride, | guess. Because it was funny but we did it and
everything went smoothly...we did not stop any more.

| want and | still have not done it, ride the bus over there. They call it
the "l don't care bus."” But | am told it is not very safe to ride it...but one
day | am going to get on that bus even if | only go a block. It is very
very crowded, and it is the mode of transportation for the average
person. It's reasonable and cost effective for them. So that's the way they
travel. They are not fortunate to have their own vehicle as we do in
America. But that's okay...you go with the flow.

Returning to America — we were always escorted...transported to the
airport by a bus. And when | have gone on my own we got in a cab. And
depending on the time of day, it can take you anywhere from an hour to
reach that airport to twenty minutes. The flight is great. | have not had
any problems and | have been over there on three or four different
airlines. And they have all been good even the ones when | had to
layover. Everything was nice and it was smooth. | have never
encountered a problem.

The cost was well worth it. The timing was great. It did not take very
long to get there-six and one-half hours. It was just GREAT.

Flight scheduling now is better than it was when | first started going
in 1998. Then you had two choices: Ghana Airlines and Air Afrique,
which is no longer in existence. It has improved a lot, because there are
more flights, you have a choice of airlines, and there are flights that go
everyday...so that is wonderful.

Departing — Entering the airport waiting to board the plane was a bit
time consuming. It was the usual upon going to the airport, you know.
You have to wait, you have to carry, you have to get in line, you have to
get your ticket, you have to get a boarding pass. To me that’s a bit time
consuming, and sometimes, it can get...l get a little disgusted. But, on
this particular trip, it went quite smoothly. The flight itself was fairly
good. Something | always do is sleep in flight. | slept...the majority of
the time, and [was] only awake to eat my meals, and, then, go back to
sleep. But, it was, the flight was pretty good, | must say.

One thing about going from one continent to another, the lag time, it
makes you very tired, it becomes very tiresome. | became very tired
after we landed, and really...what | wanted most was to go to a hotel and
sleep. In Africa — the travel, the trip, the ground transportation was fairly
decent because | think we first went to the hotel, it was a decent ride, it

148



TABLE VIl (Continued)

Participants Excerpts/Comments Interview Question One

What were your travel experiences?

Nursie
(continued)

Poochie

Tiye

wasn't a long ride. That was fairly good. The next day or the day after,
we boarded a plane, at that point, | was quite tired of flying, but | didn’t
think anything of it, | wasn’t...l didn’t feel any danger, it was just a part
of routine...but for the most part, the land transportation was okay.
Getting on, getting off..., getting on, getting off was quite tiring, but
something that we do often if we go on a tour and travel.

Returning to America — was....I really didn’t want to go. | wanted to
go, and | really didn’t want to go. | guess | did want to see as much as |
could of Africa, as with every time | travel there because | am excited
about the continent itself, and all of the natural resources that it has. The
fact that the people are so impoverished, even though it's a continent
with all of those resources which has been captured by people from
other countries. But, returning home is always good. So, the flight home
was without incident, or without..., definitely without incident. Again, |
slept, waking only to eat.

Departing — Nothing unique or significant. It was a comfortable trip,

expensive trip, loooonnnggg trip, but it was fairly good.

In Africa — Transportation in Africa was good. We have to realize that
they’re not as modern as we are, but, on the whole it wasn’t bad.

Returning to America — It was good. | hated leaving, but | was glad to
come back home. Getting back into Kennedy - getting all of your
luggage, waiting for someone to come pick you up, getting back finding
out that the weather is not what it was when you left. Most of the time
coming back, the weather was bad after landing.

It was a nice trip, a long trip, an expensive trip. But, it was a good
trip. It took 8 hours.

Departing — When we got to the airport it was pretty easy, the
transition, from checking in and making sure the weight of your bags
were okay. Once we got downstairs it was pretty hectic. They had to
make sure you had the right amount of toiletries, if you didn’t have the
right amount of toiletries, they had to be discarded. The flight going
was...we were in coach, we were kind of on top of each other. It wasn’t
as comfortable as | thought it should be.

In Africa — Once we got into Africa it was much easier getting in [the
airport] there and getting your stuff than | thought. Because we had tour
guides that were helping us out, it made it much easier to get a taxi.
They helped out a lot, so getting around wasn’t really hard at all.

Returning to America —returning back to the states was much easier
than leavingWhat made it easierPhey didn’t really check our bags,
they just checked our passport, that was it.
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Tiye The cost — the cost with the flight, and with spending money once we
(continued) got to Africa was pretty much around $3,000. | think it was, 9 hours to
get there.

Toni Departing — we encountered some trouble--a snowstorm. They had us
sitting on the tarmac for hours, no water; almost as if they just didn’t
care. The flight, once in the air, the flight was good. That was my...my
worst experience—the snowstorm leaving out of Kennedy. They were
not prepared, they were not prepared. That's what | find strange with an
airport that has been in business for so many years, but, yet, a little snow
just threw them...l don’t know...threw them off.

The flight [the next day] was good. | was...you know, the flight was
very good because | was there with people | knew, so we talked on the
flight about some of the things we would expect to see, and hear, and do,
so the flight was good, it was good. It kind of filled in some of the empty
spaces because listening to some of the other people voice their opinion
of what they expected, things | hadn’t thought about, so it was a good
flight. | always enjoy going.

In Africa — Different, different for sure. Transportation in Africa isn’t
as comfortable as being here in America. You know, some of the top of
the line vehicles you can ride in, | think every car there is used, you
know, as far as transportation. | think the Saab’s there are 10, 15, 20
years old, but, you know, it took us where we needed to go, so it wasn’t
bad. We didn’t have any break down on us, so it was okay.

Returning to America — The flight was okay. Returning, | was sad. |
had been there about 14 days, meeting my family, my brothers and
sisters, my African brothers and sisters, and, then, leaving them, that was
hard. So, many times | just wanted to break out in tears, but | knew that |
had to come home because my family is here. | was always sad,
whenever | leave there, I'm always sad. It takes me a couple of days to
regroup.

The cost is probably, pretty close to, well, it was quite reasonable.

The time — | thought the time was good. | had no idea, prior to going; |
always thought traveling to Africa would mean 18, 19, 20 hours perhaps.
So, leaving JFK and arriving in Dakar in 7 hours and approximately45
minutes was really a surprise.

Yaw Departing — My experience was very good. The flight was long, but
you get a chance to watch a couple of movies and before you know it,
you're there. It was very, very interesting. I've never been on a flight
that was that long, but | got used to it. It was great having Afrikan pilots
and attendants on the planes. There were no [major] difficulties, except |
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Yaw had a walking stick the first time we went, they wouldn’t let me take it
(continued) on because it looked like a weapon, they said.

In Africa — Nothing to share.

Returning to America — One time when we went to Benin, on our
way [back to America] the airlines went on a strike and we had to spend
another night in Afrika; but it was in a 5 star hotel so it wasn’t too bad.

Nothing to share in terms of cost and time.

Interview Question Two

How has aviation contributed to your needs in America (including the avaijabilit
of products)?
TABLE IX

EXCERPTS OF PARTICIPANTS’ RESPONSES TO HOW HAS AVIATION
CONTRIBUTED TO YOUR NEEDS IN AMERICA?

Participants  Excerpts/Comments Interview Question Two
How has aviation contributed to your needs in America?

Akosia | use shea butter, buy clothes, | visit their stores. We have...you
know...people that own stores...Africans...some African people here
they import different things. And | go to their store and buy some of the
things out of their stores. | don’t buy a lot of things because | don’t know
enough about a lot of...especially the different food items. But | do
patronize those places. Wherever | go | try to look that up.

Baracha Aviation has contributed to my needs here in America. | find if | am
planning a trip and | make that plan far enough in advance; | can surf the
web and find an inexpensive flight, which makes my moving about the
country more accessible than many years and years ago. The main
product that | use that comes from Africa is shea butter. | use it on my
entire body from lubricating my hair to my feet and everything in
between. It is readily available in New York. | am mainly interested in
textiles. | enjoy sewing; | enjoy making my clothing from authentic
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Baracha African fabric. | did buy a lot in Senegal and Ghana, but whenever | feel
(continued) the need | can go to the African Market in Harlem and get what | want.

Bebe | don’t know, | found that in Africa, although | enjoyed the shopping,
and things that were available there for me to bring back, I, also, find
those things here in New York. | bought some things to say that | bought
it in Africa, but | could have gotten it in New Yorkdow did the things
get to New YorkPthink a lot of people have formed a lot of businesses —
the guys that carved the statues or the fabric that they have, they're
importing a lot of the things here because they want their things sold. |
know in one part of Africa...one of the young men approached me and
gave me his card, and asked me if there was a way that he could give me
his product, so | could take it to America to have it sold here. So, | think,
maybe, that might be a way that they do it if they can’t find another
means. But, somehow or another it gets here, it gets here because so
many of the things from Africa are here. And, | do use them, yeah, oh,
yeah, yes.

Brother X | think we’ve been spoiled to a certain extent, and, you know, the tri-
state area, the inner city area, there are dozens of vendors in Brooklyn,
dozens of vendors in Harlem, dozens, you know, a handful of vendors in
the Bronx even out in Queens, so, there’s a heavy influx of the culture
and the people from the continent. | would assume they’re coming back
constantly and you have folks bringing in material and fabrics, and
instruments, so there’s just an incredible variety of access that’s right
here in New York City, and | am 99% sure the stuff has been...I'm
assuming it's being flown in, 1 don’t think it's being sent via any barrels
or shipping. | could be wrong, but my understanding of it is the materials
are being flown in, and, as a result of that availability, you know, we can
get it, we can get to it. So, you know, living here...I'm glad that we're
able to take advantage of [products] being flown in. It's a real
connection.

Emy Well, I don’t know that [aviation has contributed to my needs] you
know. | think that more attention could be given to having more direct
flights to parts of Afrika. As it stands, sometimes when you have to fly,
you have to go North or East to get to West Afrika or your final
destination, so that more attention could be given to more direct flights, |
believe for us.

As an Afrikan living in America, I'm always looking to use something
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that will help the people in the Mother land. So, when there’s an
opportunity to secure products, whether it's clothing or artifacts, I'm
always looking to be able to do that. When | leave Afrika, I'm usually
bringing something home from Afrika whether its clothing, or the
artifacts, sometimes it’s jewelry and other things that are produced by
Afrikans. These days we’re not allowed to bring too many things, but
whatever | can.

| would say availability of certain goods that | can get in America
which would not be readily available to me, like African items,
sculptures, craft work; | think without aviation that these items would
find their way here, but, | think, aviation has made it much more
accessible. | have a tendency to collect African masks, the fabric,
clothing, Shea butter, [and] jewelry, etc.

Living in New York, the melting pot of America, there is very little
that you cannot find from abroad. There are neighborhoods in New York
City which are ghettos for every nationality on earth and the various
products associated with their cultures.

When | go to Africa there are many products that | bring back from
there, some for personal use and some for business. So far, | have not
encountered a problem in transporting them...the airline personnel have
always been very friendly towards me. Yes, | have had to pay extra...but
that's normal. Because you are only allowed a certain amount...only
allowed certain weights and when | have gone over that, | have to pay.
But that was okay. It was well worth it—that it came from there here, in a
timely manner and safely.

When you are not directly involved in the transportation of products,
do you have a need for products at other times and can you conveniently
get thoseXes, but it is costly. When | bring it myself, it comes as a part
of my [personal] luggage. When | have to have it shipped...you have to
pay...customs and other fees, that a small business person like me cannot
absorb easily.

Do you use any product that you personally do not bring back, that
you secure from somebody el§&dtea butter is one produtd.that
something that you put on your bredd?se it as a lotion. Shea butter has
many many uses. Some people put it in their hair. But | find that in the
winter time it is very very good for your skin. So | use it more in the
wintertime than | do in the summer months. But | do use it year round.
Yes, | am able to purchase that here in America.
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No, because, | think, the things that we purchase here that come from
Africa, a lot of it is doctored. Now, that I've traveled to Africa I've seen
the productivity of these things, I think a lot of it is doctored. Chances are
| wouldn’t purchase anything here, and, | haven't, and | probably won’t
until 1 return to AfricaWhen you say doctored, what does that mean?

It's altered, you know. It's not as it was produced in Africa naturally.
Natural wood carvings, and natural structure, it appears that it was altered
in some way, after it has gotten here. | think it's to trap Americans. It's
different when you're there, they produce their things, and they know

how they produce it, but to trap Americans to buy the product, | think

they alter them a little bit upon arrival. Actually, my sister purchased a
great deal of Shea butter and black soap, so we still have a lot of it. But,
you know, |, also, forget, | anticipate buying things from Africa, and,
sometimes with touring, and having limited time, a lot of times | forget. |
forget the things that | have in mind to bring back.

Yes, what we receive from Africa was here in a timely mahngyst
that | wanted were available to me. African products used are herbs, their
herbs. Just basically, whatever was there that | wanted, or felt that I...not
really needed, | was able to buy it and enjoy. [Here in America] not all
[the African products]..., are available to me. A lot of their things we
were not able to bring back, but, yes in all, a lot of it is still available here
if I wanted to go out and purchase it.

The products from Africa we can get—authentic African materials
authentic African artwork, such as masks and furniture; also, we use Shea
butter, which, you know, the nut comes from Africa, so that’'s available
to us. Another product that’s available to us is Black Soap, African Black
soap, which is made in Africa, so it really helps that we can get those
types of items here.

It has contributed a great deal. Because a lot of our things that we
have here in America are imported. Shea butter, black soap, the material,
the clothing. The material for making the clothing and, then, the clothing
once made there. Yes.

Well, they are hard to come by. They are very expensive over here;
once they get here they are very expensive, not practical, due to supply
and demand, | guess.
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Brother X

Emy

Joe

Yes since | hate driving long distances, its good to be able to afford to
fly. I must say | can’t imagine going to Africa other than by air.

Aviation has improved my life...the fact that | do not have to drive
when | go home...my family is in Michigan, | am in Alabama...When |
get ready to go home to family reunions or whatever, | can go with the
ease of knowing that | will not be worn out from driving...and | don’t
have to think about driving the ten or twelve hours to come back. So |
like the convenience of flying. That is mainly what aviation does for me
as an individual. It saves time and takes less toll on the body. As you get
older you don't really have the stamina to drive ten or twelve hours.

The main contribution of aviation to my need is in time saved in
getting from point A to point B. The older | get the more | realize that my
time is valuable and | don’t mind spending the extra dollars to fly as
opposed to using all that time on the road.

Oh, sure, you can't get from point A to point B without some sort of
aviation. Particular, I'm going from one country to another, Years
ago...going to the airport was always a novelty...and the people were
always so nicely dressed because people were traveling. And,
now...people dress any kind of way. It's like the novelty is worn off
because we’re flying all over the place, anywhere, anytime, yeah.

Absolutely. Access and the availability of cultures...who have
migrated here, or people who are traveling back and forth. If you want to
experience a culture and a people, you can do it.

| don’t know of any. As | mentioned earlier, if we could have more
direct flights to places in Afrika, it would help. It would add to the
convenience instead of having to go out of your way, so to speak, to get
to your priority destination.

Now, that | know...since I've gone to Africa, that the trip is not as
lengthy as | thought it would be, | will definitely consider traveling to
other parts of Africa, to other parts of, so called, third world countries.
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Yes, | love to visit different places, learn about different cultures, and
get away from the cold climate of New York during the winter.

It has helped me. Aviation helps me to brighten/heighten my horizons.
| am able to travel different places. | feel secure in traveling...not only to
other countries but within America. It's fast, it's convenient, and most
times it is economical.

Yes, because without aviation | would not be able to travel as | have.
Traveling to Africa, | think, has been the best experience of my life, and
without the ability to travel, to be able to get on a plane, to travel and feel
safe traveling, | would not have experienced the beauty of it. | definitely
wouldn’t take a ship, that would take too long. Time is a factor.

Yes, traveling. Now, | get to see the world, and aviation has supplied
me with that. Well, you can get on a plane, and you can be there in no
time. You're nice and comfortable, and you leave the driving to someone
else.

Getting there is...well, it costs a lot to travel back and forth to Africa,
but aviation has made it convenient to get there. It's the most convenient
way that | know of to get back and forth to Africa.

Other than transportation, um, meit timely?0Oh, yes, yes. Okay,
yes, yes. Right, it allows me to get from point A to point B in, probably, a
fraction, a quarter of the time it would if | had to drive, take the bus, or
the train, so, yes, it has.

No.

156



Interview Question Four

Why did you go?

TABLE XI

EXCERPTS OF PARTICIPANTS’ RESPONSES
TO WHY DID YOU GO?

Participants
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Why did you go?

Akosia

Baracha

Bebe

Brother X

| went to learn about African culture, to meet the people and see for
myself what Africa is all about. In the summer of 1999...my real reason
for going was | wanted to see the culture of the African people and to
learn from them. | wanted to see positive things rather than the TV
images of starvation and wars. My attitude was they could teach me. |
recognize there are many people in need, | enjoyed, saw, and experienced
many positive things. The family interactions really impressed me a lot;
they have a wonderful way of interacting.

When asked why you visit Africa, Baracha gleamed and said “Oh
wow!” It has been a dream in the back of my mind and maybe eight or
nine years ago, | started associating with African-centered people. And
each one of them had been many times. They showed me pictures and
shared their experiences.

Oh, I've always had a passion to go to Africa. | still have that passion,
even so, | hope to go visit other parts of Africa. I'd love toRid, why?
l, I love our people. | know that that's our Motherland, and we have so
much history that we need to know. There are so much of things that we
need not to be ignorant of...to know, and to be there, and to see, and to
do. It's just a passion in me that...I just have a love for it.

Well, it was a very strong desire, a very strong desire to reconn
with the culture and our people. It's been something that I've wanted to
do from a very young age. My parents, in particular, my mother, had
always spoke very strongly of Africa — the people, and the culture, and
our heritage, and it was something to be very proud of. As | got older, |
became more curious about it, you know, going to the lectures and events
here, | had always planned that whenever | had the opportunity to do so
that | would go, and | am so glad, and thank God that | have had the
opportunity to go over there.

| really want to make at least another two trips...back over. | felt it
was a family reunion, and, everytime | go the bond is stronger and
stronger, and one of the greatest moments, for me, is to walk the streets
of Dakar and have the people walk up to me — our people walk up to me
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Brother X and speak to me in their native tongue and embrace me as a brother. |

(continued) will usually study enough to know the greetings and how to say thank
you and...once | got beyond that, it was really a warm feeling to be
home.

Emy Well, because it's the Motherland, you know. It's the source of
everything and it's the place of my ancestors. The place |, when | learned
of it, wanted to go to, and since going there, it's my favorite place to go. |
love being there, seeing the majority of us there.

Joe I've always had, growing up; I've always had this fondness of Africa.
Through my own research from what I've learned in college, I've always
wanted to learn more about it. One thing is that you hear stories about
Africa, and you can read about it, but | had to see it firsthand for myself.
| try not to let other people’s ideas and ideology change the way | feel
about something. | need to see things and investigate things on my own,
and do my own research.

Fondness for...an attachment to...I've always considered myself to be
a displaced African, even though I'm here, | know that my homeland or
people of African descent, their homeland, or the Motherland, is
considered Africa. It may, also, have to do with the research that | do.
Africa is considered to be the cradle of civilization, the cradle of
mankind. This is my theory, and, a theory that other people hold. | have a
strong hold to want to learn more about it.

My father used to always talk about Africa. It may have been the little
bit that I've learned in history classes in junior high school. The little bit
that | did learn left me wanting to know more about it. It's just that there
are so many unanswered...there are so many things that | wanted to
know, and so many unanswered problems. [Schools offered] very little.
Pretty much that bit of information that they provided...it was that blacks
came here to America; we were slaves, but I've always thought that there
was so much more than that.

Loss of | went to Nigeria with my family, as a family vacation and to Dakar
Mother’s with my friend as a vacation.

love

Makeba I love it, | love it and that is where | met my husband. Another reason

| go is because | want to learn as much about my ancestors that | can. It is
a learning experience for me.
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TABLE Xl (Continued)

Participants Excerpts/Comments Interview Question Four

Why did you go?

Nursie

Poochie

Tiye

Toni

Yaw

My sisters traveled there so much, spoke about it so much, and from
reading, |, actually, really wanted to see what it actually was begawus
don’t get a clear picture, even when you’re looking at National
Geographic. A lot of people are under the impression that Africa is very
native like — underdeveloped, only wildlife, nothing to do but to hunt,
and the fear of the people eating you, which is all not true. Africa is very
beautiful in its beauty, the people are just as beautiful, unfortunately the
Europeans have caused them to be in the predicament that they're in,
where they have taken all the wealth, they'’re trying to extract all the
wealth from Africa, and leave the natives with little to none, and,
subsequently, they're starving. But, in spite of all of that the people are
still beautiful, they're welcoming. They still welcome you to their
country, to their continent. And, | find that's even better because they
don’t hold any malice.

| am very interested in seeing how my people live and to learn their
ways, and to see how we were mistreated. My ancestors were mastreate
From what | was taught, and the fact that they were black, and | am
black, so, | believe that they were my ancestors.

| went because | wanted to connect with my heritage. | heard so many
different people telling me about Africa, and, they’re not of the same
ethnicity, so sometimes their view of things is not the same view that you
have. Some things were kind of negative, and | wanted to see for myself,
| didn’t want to learn through somebody else’s experience what my
heritage was about. So, therefore, | had a need to go there and experience
it for myself.

There’s so much to see, it's such a big continent, because of the size.
There’s so much to see, and so much | want to see there. I'm just always
so overjoyed when I'm there, just knowing I’'m going, I'm just...once |
know my trip is planned and my ticket is paid for, I'm just counting
down the days until I leave. It's just when I'm there, I'm just at peace.
Seeing my ancestors, you know, seeing it firsthand compared to what you
read in the book, and, what, my expectations, um, it's nothing like | had
ever imagined. | just love going. Every time...the more | go, the more |
love it.

Well, I've always wanted to go home, because Afrika is my home.
You have to understand, | am an Afrikan, | live here in America, so |
decided, my wife and | decided to take the trip.
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Interview Question Five

How will you prepare for your next flight to West Africa?

TABLE XIlI

EXCERPTS OF PARTICIPANTS’ RESPONSES TO
HOW WILL YOU PREPARE FOR YOUR
NEXT FLIGHT TO WEST AFRICA?

Participants

Excerpts/Comments Interview Question Five
How will you prepare for your next flight to West Africa?

Akosia

Baracha

Bebe

Brother X

I’'m doing that now. | will try to get the best price and most direct
flight | can. | am planning to return to Senegal in May. Home to America
for a couple of weeks then go back to Ghana.

With great anticipation...once my mind is made up that | am going...|
will get there.

Probably bring less clothes. Yeah, probably bring less clothes, and a
little bit wiser in my traveling in what | bring, what | need and don'’t
need.

| tried something, | think it was two trips ago, that | will never do
again. | remember coming up with the bright idea of for staying up for
two days prior to the trip. | think I'm still trying to recover from it. So,
get your rest, drink your water, and get some sleep that week prior. |
remember the first time when | went to Senegal..., it was pretty cold
here. Because I'll be in the terminal and I’'m going to a tropical paradise
and | wouldn’t need a coat...I left my coat home. By the time we had got
there, | had no voice; | was doing sign language, and whispering in
people’s ears. So, | had to shut my mouth for a good two, two and a half
days, | had to really listen more, so | have to be thankful because | was
able to consume more, like a sponge.

So preparing for the future, | would secure jeans, and sneakers, and a
lot of those types of things [that] | would [barter]/trade with. | certainly
would bring some writing materials. I'd probably go with a laptop this
time. | did keep a journal a couple of times, | would bring a laptop, and
I'd definitely get some rest; small electronic devices that I'd probably
give to some friends over there.

160



TABLE XII (Continued)

Participants Excerpts/Comments Interview Question Five

How will you prepare for your next flight to West Africa?

Emy

Joe

Loss of
Mother’s
love

Makeba

Nursie

The next flight — I won’t do anything different. Usually, when we’re
going to Afrika, | usually just try to make sure | wear comfortable
clothing. | wear something that I'm not going to be too cool on the plane.
Other than that, | don’t worry too much about the flight because some
people will say, “oh, it's a long flight, you know, what do you do all that
time?” Well, you sleep, watch TV, you read, you relax, you know, you
take a deep breath, and you think about what you're going to do when
you get there, [and] when you [will] get back, so, you know it's good
quiet time.

| think I’'m going to pack less. Yes, pack less so that | can bring back
more items of interest. So, that | can actually share the things like masks
and jewelry to family, for friends, so that they can, maybe, actually,
develop some interest as well.

| have no confirmed reservations to travel to West Africa at this time.
| am, however currently looking into meeting up with my African
American friend in Mali by using my frequent flyer miles to save money.

Pack my bag and go! | do not need preparations. | do not need to
prepare myself to go. | have been so many times that it just comes
natural. | pack my bags, whatever | need, whatever gifts | am going to
take...and | go. And | am excited each and every time that | go over there.
| just feel | am going home!

If you can recall back 13 trips ago to your first time, when you packed
that bag to go...how does that bag differ from the bag you pack on the
13th trip?It really doesn't differ that much. The only difference is | have
learned that | do not need that much for myself, as | did on the first trip. |
did not know what to expect on my very first trip over there. Now | take
a minimal amount of clothing, and of course | take my personals, but |
take a minimal amount of clothing, and my other two bags, which are
almost always overweight...I have that packed with gifts for my extended
families thereAnd what kind of gift s do you bring over thetdfy to
take gifts of different things...items that's not convenient for them to
acquire, or it may be expensive for them. | take tooth paste, deodorant,
soap, sometimes canned foods. | take candies for the children, tee shirts
for the adults...and | distribute them as | see fit.

Well, I'm hoping to go in May/June to the Gambia and back to
Senegal. Hopefully, my preparation would be just to...preparing to take
some things to leave there especially for the people that live there,
they're so warm and welcoming.
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TABLE XII (Continued)

Participants Excerpts/Comments Interview Question Five

How will you prepare for your next flight to West Africa?

Poochie

Tiye

Toni

Yaw

Well, I wouldn’t take as many changes of clothes as | did; tbat’
sure. Just your regular clothes. Stuff you would pack...instead of heavy
clothes; light clothes; clothes that you would be comfortable in, like for
walking—shoes, sneakers; dress wise, something thin, maybe take a
sweater. Basically, the clothes would be thin clothes because it's rather
warm there, in certain parts and time of the year.

Well, my next flight, | hope...there are some things that | would like
to do in Africa, and one of the things | would like to do is a scholarship
fund for the students studying Egyptology at Cheikh Anta Diop
University. | hope, eventually, | can present the scholarship myself.
Then, another thing if | just go for leisure, | wouldn’t pack so much stuff,
there’s no need to pack so much stuff. Pack more to give, because |
packed more for myself than to give, to give out.

Pretty much the samidow would you tell somebody who has never
gone, how to preparePhe first thing | would tell them is they can’t
expect to go there, and necessarily see four bathrooms. It's a different
way of living, it really is, but it's easy to adjust to. | would tell them
they'd have to be open-minded.

I'll pack a little lighter. There were too many clothes | took thmeeti
that | didn’t wear. | didn’t need them, I'll just pack light and casual.
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Interview Question Six

If there were no direct trans-Atlantic flights how would you consider getting
there?
TABLE Xl
EXCERPTS OF PARTICIPANTS’ RESPONSES TO IF THERE

WERE NO DIRECT TRANS-ATLANTIC FLIGHTS HOW
WOULD YOU CONSIDER GETTING THERE?

Participants  Excerpts/Comments Interview Question Six
If there were no direct trans-Atlantic flights how would
you consider getting there?

Akosia Most likely will have to go by way of Europe or North Africa.
[Emphatically “No! | would not go by boat...I don’t think so...That
would take a while...going by boat...if there was no direct flight...”

Why do they charge so much to go to Afrika? People have been

discussing. Airfare to Ghana is so much more than going to Europe.
More people would go if the prices were lower. $1500-1600 is too much
to for the average person. If you can pay $1100-1200 or less like going to
Europe, more people would go. | intend to go to Africa once a year. |
would go two to three times a year if it was cheaper.

Baracha No comments.

Bebe Oh, sure, | would go. I think there’d be a layover somewhere [in
Europe].

Brother X | would definitely consider it. | guess it'd be steamliner femme
port in Newark, and Europe, and trying to head south, seek passage
south, or working my way through Spain. So | guess we’d be dealing
with boats...I mean, that's how we got here, and as | mentioned that the
air transportation is really like...it is the reverse phase of The Middle
Passage. It's just so much more convenient this way as opposed to being
on the bottom of a boat, you know. | can’t even think of how hard it
would be to get back home.

That’s an interesting concept; I've never thought about that it as the
reverse phase of The Middle Passage. Now, my picture may be different
from yours, so help me see your picture. Middle Passage being
sandwiched in as sardines today, economy class sandwiched in the air, is
that what you're seeing as your reverse passaje@n | say reverse, it's
just a matter of a return home. Certainly, accommodations are far more
comfortable this way, but you do have a good point. | have some notes
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Participants Excerpts/Comments Interview Question Six

If there were no direct trans-Atlantic flights how would
you consider getting there?

Brother X
(continued)

Emy

Joe

Loss of
Mother’s
love

from...my first trip over was when you went, and, | remember drawing a
ship and the people were lined up, and | remember drawing a cabin of the
aircraft and it had the people, the seating, | know that was scribbled into
my journal, but, certainly accommodations of sardines on the way
here....let’'s see on the way back, if you had to make a comparison, it
would be day and night.

I’'m just trying to get a better understanding of what you meant by
“reverse” of the Middle Passage — you mean, directidistorically, in

my mind, the horrors of how we were dragged over here, so now going in
the other direction, crossing back over was something that, | think the
ancestors were putting that desire in me, but it was, actually a conscious
decision to go home, and thank goodness it would be in the comfort of air
flight, as opposed to...and, that was above water, above land, in the skies
opposed to sea level at the bottom of the boat. We're the lucky ones,
actually made it here, and those thousands of people that didn’t make it
to the shoreline, didn’t make it to the boat, didn’t make it thru Goreée, or
Elmina, or Cape Coast.

Yeah, | would still. It would be, you know, probably a longer trip
because you would have to go to some European countries and take a
flight from some European countries to Afrika. | would do that. In fact,
when | went to...we had to go through to Italy before we went to, um,
before we got to Afrika, we had to make a stop in Italy, and, then,
sometimes what happens too is the flight on which the reservations were
made, the airlines changes at the last minute and there has to be some
kind of deviation. But, | would still go because as | said, it is still my
favorite place to go.

If there wasn’t any air transportation available, would you still go?
Oh, yeah, I'd take a cruise. | would cruise again to some European
country and get a flight from there.

I would have to find a way. If there was a direct boat to Africa, |
would have to find a way. If | had to travel by flight to another area and
get on a boat or ship, | would get there.

If | were not able to fly | would definitely have second thoughts about
traveling by cruise ship as It would take several days to make the trans-
Atlantic crossing.
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Participants Excerpts/Comments Interview Question Six

If there were no direct trans-Atlantic flights how would
you consider getting there?

Makeba

Nursie

Poochie

Tiye

Toni

Yaw

| don't know, | can't really think of any other way. | can't ssarthat
would be out. | do not know of another mode of transportation to take
except by boat, by ship and | am afraid of water. So...I don't know. |
would have to think about it. Although now since | have been so many
times, if there was no other way for me to get there | would probably just
take my chances and get on the ship...because | enjoy it that much...1
enjoy being over there that much, that | would probably take my chances
on the ship. That would be a long ride...that's a journey to do that as
opposed to 6 1/2 hours...it might take me a month to get there by ship.
But at this point in my life, | would probably take it.

| guess we would have to stop and layover. | don't like those, when
you go such a long distance, | prefer not to go through the layovers, |
prefer to do the direct flights.

| would try to find a way of getting there. If there was no diigbt fl
| would take that under consideration, but I think | would still trael.
you have any idea what your travel routing would look like? | do not.

| know there may be a cruise. That would be a little more time
consuming, but if you have a need to go somewhere, and you really want
to go, then you'll find the means.

| would, probably, look into a cruise ship, a cruise sh@q.why do
you fly now versus a cruise shifi’a faster. Flight wise, faster.

Through Europe to Afrika.

Findings from Stereotypes and Cultural Perspectives

Interview Questions Seven

What were your expectations and how were they met?

TABLE XIV
EXCERPTS OF PARTICIPANTS' RESPONSES TO

WHAT WERE YOUR EXPECTATIONS
AND HOW WERE THEY MET?
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Participants

Excerpts/Comments Interview Question Seven
What were your expectations and how were they met?

Akosia

Baracha

Bebe

Brother X

Emy

| tried to go with an open mind. | went there to learn about the culture
and | did.

| expected to see folks who looked like me, my relatives, my
neighbors, and my family and | did.

| don’t know what my expectations were because | had never been
there before—other than what | saw on TV.

My expectations were to be warmly received, to be comfortable
reintroducing myself to the family, learning and experiencing traditional
culture of our people, of our ancestors, and every one of those
expectations was met at one time or another.

“They lied to us."Who was the “they,” and what was “the lie?”

| would say educational system, Europeans here, whoever controls the
media, negative depictions of the continent - it’s all war, and famine,
people starving, crime-ridden. | remember | had a family member who
will remain nameless when | was leaving for the first trip, he said “don’t
get eaten.” | was, like, excuse me, he said “don’t get eaten over there.” |
was, like, whoa whoa. So many people would ask, | was working at NBC
at the time, | had told a few of my co-workers that | was going and they
were like “oh, you going on safari, are you going to see the animals?”
No, I'm going to see the family, | haven’t seen them in a while, just
trying to reconnect, it's a family reunion.” They said “oh, you’re from
Africa?” | said “oh, yeah, absolutely.” So, they would leave it at that, and
these aren’t just Europeans Americans, they’'re African Americans. Some
of the challenges are with my own family here, my own people. So we've
got to continue to learn, we’ve got to continue to embrace the wisdom of
the ancestors, and keep teaching and keep learning, and find creative
ways to bring our culture, and history to our children and to our people.
There’s a lot of ignorance out here, and | think it's very clear to me why
there’s so much misinformation about the continent

Well, 1 don’t know that | really had any. My reason for going was
curiosity, part of it, and, the other part was to be able to say that I've
been to Afrika. | don’t know that | really had any particular expectations
of what it should be like. I go, you know, I'm not thinking it should be
like this, this or this. | just go.
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Participants Excerpts/Comments Interview Question Seven

What were your expectations and how were they met?

Joe

Loss of
Mother’s
love

Makeba

Nursie

Before going, | didn’'t know....when | got there, we got off the
airplane and we were driving to the hotel. There was so much
undeveloped land, there was so much building...so many buildings that
were in ruin. Again, | didn’t expect to see that right away, and, that was
somewhat disappointing to me. Were my expectations met? | guess my
expectations were not met. | just had to accept the fact that Africa is the
way that it is and it has a lot to do with history, it has a lot to do with
colonialization. It has a lot to do with people taking from Africa, and,
not putting back into Africa. I, also, think it has a lot to do with even
Africans themselves who live in Africa, sometimes, | think have a
tendency to turn away from Africa and want to go outside of Africa to
live elsewhere instead of going back to, and trying to build Africa up. It
is what it is, and | have come to accept that.

| really hadn’t done any research on either Nigeria or Dakar prior to
travel because | was traveling with friends who had prior experiences in
those areas so | was not concerned. | was open to any new experiences
that those two cultures would offer. If | am not concerned about safety
issues | usually like to talk to the natives and learn through discussion
and visiting museums and other institutions.

My expectations were...l guess TV versus reality. | expected to se
the continent as it is portrayed in America by TV and I...after arriving
there | found that there was a DIFFERENCE. It is not really like
America portrays it. Because when | look at Africa on TV, | see a lot of
poverty...and granted there is a lot of poverty there, but so is there a lot
of poverty in America, also. But | found that there are people who are
doing QUITE well there and then you have people who are not doing so
well. Just like in America. It was just different for nWghat was
different?The way they are portrayed here in America. | found that was
a little different than the way it really is there. The people seem to be... |
guess...comfortable with what they are doing and how they live. Our
standard of living is a lot different from theirs but...I don't know...I just
conformed to their way and | found that it worked for me.

My expectations were...| really didn’t have any expectationss | wa
eager to get there, happy to see it the way | saw it. Love the natural
beauty of Africa, because | don’t think there’s a continent as beautiful as
Africa anywhere. We only have seven continents, and, though, America
is more modernized than any of the other continents, | think Africa has
the beauty—the best beauty.
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Participants Excerpts/Comments Interview Question Seven

What were your expectations and how were they met?

Poochie

Tiye

Toni

| expected for Africa to be, like the huts, and what you see on TV. -

Africans with all the war paint on, or just going wild. That's what |
expected, but that's not what | saw. | saw people like me, and they were
civilized. When | got there | expected to find uncivilized people, but |
was wrong.

Where do you think you got that picture from\2.

Surprised...the way they acted. The people that we met were very
nice. They didn't act like, like they were wild. They acted like they were
normal human beings, they’re not what | was expecting to see.

My expectations, | have to think about it because...it seems that my
expectations were met because | was welcomed, | was greeted, | wa
treated as if | was part of their family, like a long lost relative. ‘Ehat
what | was hoping for, | felt like it was a homecoming.

Had expected. Once we got there and | saw some of the buildings that
weren’t completed, and, like, it was just left because there wasn't
enough money to continue to build up, and when | looked at the
difference between how the city life was, and how the village life — my
expectation was that the city life was going to be a little bit bétser t
the village life, but it was opposite. | thought, in the village, that it was a
little bit more....it was clean, it felt like home. It wasn’t a big fancy
building, but it was home. You could tell it was home. It seemed like in
the city that the Africans that were in the city, they were displacéd. Li
it was hard for them to belong there, but the villagers, they belonged
there, it was wholesome.

Before leaving, all | imagine was seeing people. | didn’t expect to see
houses, pretty much like ours, other than the fact that they were
cinderblock, but | expected to see a lot of, | would say jungle-type areas,
wooded areas. | didn't expect to see as many cars on the road. | was
under the impression that, you know, you always heard that Africa was
rich in natural resources that the people were just torn down, there was
nothing there, they had no means of, you know...survival was at a
minimum. So, | didn’t expect...what | saw was a surprise. | didn’t
expect to see as many cars there, you know, | thought people were just
out and in the woods, here in America, now, they always show you the
worse. Now, I'm starting to understand they are going to show you the
worse because it's usually people that are half-clothed, running through
woods, or carrying buckets and pails on their heads, and kids starving.
You always saw these Feed The Children programs, they always show
you the kids starving, their stomachs protruding, so that was...l was, you
know surprised by what I did see once | arrived in Dakar.
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Participants Excerpts/Comments Interview Question Seven
What were your expectations and how were they met?

Toni Expectation...was not met, definitely, not. No, it was not.

(continued) You know what, | had...there’s so much | could tell you about that. |
guess, initially, landing. | remember landing and we were in the airport
there, we were trying to retrieve our luggage and | remember standing
there saying to myself “what the heck am | doing here?” Because | was
not used to seeing...l mean, here, it is such a large airport; there, the
airport is so small. The manner in which you retrieve your luggage, it
was just so different from being here in the States going to LaGuardia or
Kennedy. So, that initial, that was a shock to me. Being in the airport, |
just didn’t know what to expect on my first visit, so...you know, | was
standing there saying to myself “what am | doing here?”

| got to see my people. | never thought | would ever take a trip like

that, where | would see where my ancestors came from; where my
people originated from. | just never expected to take a trip like that.

Yaw Well, the first thing — they say “Afrika, the jungle” so, | was
surprised when | saw a lot of buildings and things like that. There were
people, the people were very nice and welcomed us.

So, you were expecting jungle, where did that come ffard the
movies that | had seen, Tarzan one night. It was like that, but, then |
expected, well it changed my whole perspective on it, you know.

BecauseThere were no animals, no jungles.

Interview Question Eight

What surprised you and disappointed you?
TABLE XV
EXCERPTS OF PARTICIPANTS’ RESPONSES

TO WHAT SURPRISED YOU AND
DISAPPOINTED YOU?

Participants  Excerpts/Comments Interview Question Eight
What surprised you and disappointed you?

Akosia | was disappointed in the western influence and a little surpriseé to se
so much of it going on. It appeared a lot of them want to get away from
everything African. Their hair is straightened, they use relaxer. Why
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Participants Excerpts/Comments Interview Question Eight

What surprised you and disappointed you?

Akosia
(continued)

Baracha

Bebe

don’t we try to keep and maintain the braiding and the beautiful way we
wear our hair? So many people bleach their skin, the dress is western
clothes versus African dress. It is their prerogative, of course. lisseem
the dress of the women in Senegal which is so beautiful is traditional
African. It was very disappointing seeing so much western influences.

| was surprised to see that the young women had hair strdightér t
ever processed my hair in the United Stated and that the only women that
were wearing natural hair...hair-dos were the very younger girls and the
older women. | saw weaves and false fingernails; | mean it was just like
being at home. | was expecting to see more women in traditional African
attire than | actually saw. They were wearing clothes that | hiadtlef
home. | packed what | thought was my Afrocentic clothes and they were
wearing the stuff | had left at homtdow did that make you feelRinda
strange because...| said wait a minute, | am in Africa, and they should be
dressing like African, whatever that meant at the time. But that's the firs
thing that popped into my mind. OK. | am coming from New York, so |
am dressed like a New Yorker trying to dress like an African and they are
Africans trying to dress like New Yorkers. Yeah, it was kinda strange
there for a while, until | realized that more African Americans have
actually traveled over there and have influenced their style of dress and
grooming.

Do you think that that is the only place the influence came fidéon?
don't. Well, they watch TV, you know the baggy pants, the negative
stereotypes of African Americans have been exported to Africa and they
are emulating that...the young men and women are emulating that.

What disappointed youdon't think | had any disappointments. |
looked at everything as a new experience and just embraced it. | was not
disappointed at all.

| don’t think | was...if there was disappointment, it was
disappointment on our end because of what we don’t do for them. |
wasn’t disappointed by them because what could they do to disappoint
me. | was in full concept of their rights and wondering how could people
live like that. There’s such a need there. Things that | see our kids, and
what our kids get, and they appreciate one piece of food — a piece of gum
— one stick of gum. They appreciate a piece of candy. They appreciate,
give me a hug. It, also, surprised me how the village, the men, |
remember one of the days that we went to and all of the women were
around there working. They were taking firewood in, and cooking, and
doing things, and, the men just sits around and do nothing, and it's the
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Excerpts/Comments Interview Question Eight
What surprised you and disappointed you?

Bebe
(continuied)

Brother X

Emy

women that do all the work. That was a little surprising. The men gather
on the roads and sit and talk all day, and it's the women.... Another thing
| found surprising, how the women can walk from one village to another
while we were on the bus and you could see, or you can’t see where
they're walking from and where they’re walking to. It's so long and all
they have on their feet are these shoes made of rubber tires from the car,
and walking, sometimes, with babies on their back, and, maybe, carrying
something on their head. They walk, and it's dry. | remember always
wondering when | see them on the bus “where are they going, where did
they come from?” because you don’t see nothing — from yeah, all the
way, you don’t see nothing, where did they come from, where are they
going?

What surprised me was the warmth of the people. | shouldn’t have
been surprised, but to be embraced, and | know part of it had to do
with...we’re returning home and they recognize that, they
recognize....not only as a visitor, but as a family member. It's been very
genuine. That, probably, surprised me the most, how comfortable and
how trusting the people were, and that was pretty much across the board.
What, also, surprised me is that there’re certain communities that don’t
have, maybe all the communication infrastructure, but | saw a lot of cell
phones.

| saw a lot of, for lack of a better term, African American pop culture
over there. | remember we were at the university in Dakar...and they
called me over...there’s something very important...we've
talked...debated...this is something that’s very serious “is Tupac still
alive?” And, they were all looking at me for an answer. So, it's...as we
learn, we are teaching; and, as we teach, we are learning. We think about
how much we have to offer them, and I'm looking at how much they
have to offer myself, and how much | don’t know. There’re certain
aspects of our popular culture that we might not give as much weight to
that certain international communities will embrace. And, it's a funny
duality.

| think | was a little surprised at the density of the population in the
cities. 1 don’t think | was disappointed in anything except, maybe, a little
disappointed and saddened at the poverty level. Oh yes, | was
disappointed that my Afrikan brothers and sisters were trying to imitate
people in the U.S. Some of us here are trying to be more Afrikan,
culturally and spiritually. However, on the other hand, | could see that
there were a lot of good things going on there.

How do you mean®Well, the fact that the people there are engaged at
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Emy
(continued)

Joe

providing things of livelihood for themselves. | just found...it was
interesting. It was also odd to me that so many people were selling
things. On the other hand, there wasn’t much money around. It's
like....who'’s buying it, what are they selling, you know. If you have a
million people selling stuff, and those million people are poor, who's
buying it, you know. I still don’t understand that, | have to figure that
out. | guess I didn’t give it much thought, but I just found that kind of
peculiar. The good thing is that everybody is busy, everybody’s trying to
make a way for themselves. They’re not sitting around feeling sorry for
themselves.

What surprised me, what disappointed me?. | think certain parts of
Africa are experiencing colonialism, there’s a lot of Chinese, Arabs, |
sometimes have the impression that my African brothers can tolerate
things more so, than | could. I think to a certain degree, even in their own
country, they're considered...are treated like second class citizens to
newly arrived Chinese, Japanese, Arabic people. That disappoints me to a
certain degree. It may have a lot to do with our experiences are different.
| was born in the United States, | know a little bit about the history of
Africa, the enslavement of Africa and its people. When you go there, and
you see Africans being treated with such disrespect, it harbors a lot of
feelings inside me that...you don’t want Africa to repeat that vicious
cycle again — of slavery, of colonialization, that's what disappointed me a
great deal.

Were there any surpriseg@s, there was a surprise. | was really
surprised that a lot of...generally, Africans are hardworking people, and,
they need the opportunity just like everyone else to thrive. A lot of the
Africans own, | guess what would be considered, the open market.
They're selling their goods, their masks, jewelry, on the streets, as if
they're selling flea market items. To me, if Africa is going to buildlfts
up, especially Senegal, you can’t survive or build a nation on selling
those types of goods. | mean, those types of goods are fine, maybe, in a
market, in a marketplace, but to build a country up...Africa needs to start
employing Africans to work in the stores. A lot of the stores are owned
by Arabic people, Chinese people, and that’s disheartening. Africa needs
to....they need to employ their own, and they need to start building up
their own nation. Everyone has to survive, and an individual can’t
survive on selling, so called, | guess it would be...market goods. It's hard
to make a living like that. And, it seems that everyone is selling the same
product, so it’s, just, too much competition....too much competition. One
person is selling masks, and, of course, 3000 persons are selling masks,
so how could these people survive as individuals and support their
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families and thrive as a nation.

| was both surprised and disappointed that | advised that | should not
walk about Dakar alone. | wanted to go about the market alone to look
for batik, however, on the advice of the group leader it was suggested
that we travel and pay for escorts whenever we left the hotel.

| was also disappointed with the constant barrage of vendors,
wherever we went, trying to sell us their trinkets.

| use to work for the airline, and | never got a chance to go to Africa.
And friends of mine that had gone, one of the first things they told me
was that the people were not very friendly towards Americans. So | was
surprised when | got there to find that they welcomed us with opened
arms. They were friendly; they were helpful, and everything just went so
nicely with them. I just could not believe how nice they were to us...and
still are.

Was the ancestry of your co-workers you mentioned Afri¥as?and
some were caucasian and what | found was the complete opposite. That
was a surprise.

My only disappointment is...and | still have a problem with it
is...when | go to Gorée and | see...caucasians laying around...NUDE.
That bothers me. It disappoints me to see that the natives even allow that.
Because to me that is like sacred land and to see it DISRESPECTED like
that is a BIG Disappointment to mé&hat control do you believe that the
native people have over that®eally don't think they have much control
over it. Because that is tourism that is coming to them...and they are
bringing...that is tourism...I don't know...I guess they just accept it. But
me...going over on a pilgrimage...it is UPSETTING to me to see them
lying out there...like that. But | really don't think the natives have...they
probably don't even see it in the same light as me...you know...they
probably not even looking at it like | look at it.

If you could do something about it, what would that b&®duld go
out there and cover ever one of them...even if it was with sand. | would
cover them upHave you ever visited/spoken with any of them about it?
No, | have never said anything...| have wanted to.

Well, the disappointment was the poverty of the people. The surprise
was the beauty of the continent.

Surprised me — the way they acted. The people that we met were very
nice. They didn't act like, like they were wild. They acted like they were
normal human beings; they’'re not what | was expecting to see.
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Tiye

Tiye
(continued)

Toni

Yaw

What disappointed youPhe slave dungeons. Just to know that my
ancestors were treated so bad, and they were put through all of that
torture and hatred.

What surprised me was how some of the people had to survive selling
the same goods. Some of the people were selling the same exact thing,
how many statues can | really bring home of the same thing. How many
waist beads can | bring home? So, that was kind of surprising, so many
people selling the same thing, and you wonder how could they survive
selling the same goods. Disappointing? It was like the buildings were
partially done, and they did not have someone pick up their trash, that
was disappointing. Even when | went to the university | was happy to see
my brothers and sisters getting an education, but the trash that was lying
around was disappointing seeing that.

Seeing that people weren’t doing as bad as we were sometimes told,
or sometimes what | would see on T.V. | know there are a lot of bad
areas, | know the people are hungry, and in need of things, but, we have
that right here in America, but it wasn’t as bad as | thought.

Did anything disappoint youRid anything disappoint me?. Yes, there
was some disappointment there. What | was disappointed with is that we
have so many professionals here in the United States with money, and,
yet, | see so many Caucasians in Africa investing in the property and the
land. And, | see them over there smiling and laughing, and | know
they’re not there, they don’t mean them people any good, they're there to
get what they can get. I'm disappointed at some of the black brothers and
sisters, | guess, | would say.

A lot of vendors. Everybody had something to sell, from the biggest
kid to the littlest kid had something to sell...nothing but a toothbrush to
sell you, to give you, you know, sell you.

Was there anything that you found disappointimp@ poverty.

Interview Question Nine

Why would you consider another visit, given the opportunity?
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Akosia

Baracha

Bebe

Brother X

Emy

Africa is a part of me. | could never conceive of not wanting to go there.
| feel at home there, they are my people, they are my family, | am ver
much comfortable there. | do not have to...as compared to Europe.
Europe was fine but it was not like being in Africa. | can identify in
Africa. Even the music....I know INSTINCTIVELY this is my home, the
beat, the music; | am in time with the rhythm.

It's me, it is just the place, and this is the time where | don't have to
think about “I am Black.” You know you are Black-so what. Here you
have to worry about what you.... When | go my blood pressure goes
down, | don’'t have any aches, all my pains go away. | sleep better. But
when | get back home the aches and pains return. There | did not have
any air conditioning, and | did not complain; it did not bother me at all, |
only had a little fan. | slept very well. My body works well there. |
believe you just described HOME.

Oh there's...l went twice...for example...l went to Gorée Island
twice. My reaction the second time was very different from my reaction
the first time. And | CAN'T IMAGE WHAT'S GOING TO HAPPEN
THE NEXT TIME | make that pilgrimage. It's a spiritual pilgrimagpela
| look upon it as so. And no matter where | or what other county | go to
in Africa | will always make it my business to make that pilgrimage to
Gorée Island to sign the book as a returning descendent. And | have
pictures of me doing that.

Oh, definitely, without a douWhy?Just because of my love for
going.

Oh, yeah, we’re going home. We are going home.

I'd find the opportunity. As | said, | love going there. I try to go there
at least once a year. | would go more often if | covtmlr primary
reason for that is becausé®to learn about the various countries there.
When I'm going there, | do research on the country itself, the population,
the industry, the government, how the government is set up, their
independence — when they gained their independence, and how it's been
since their independence. I try to learn something about the various
cultures — and, how they’re all related even though they're in different
countries.
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| would consider another visit to see where | could help. How | could
give aid. | think the trip to Africa has opened my eyes to maybe getting
involved on some type of level because, for me, the bigger picture is no
longer about me, it's about what | can, actually, do for others.

Yes. Currently looking into meeting up with my African American
friend in Mali.

I love it. | go over there to reconnect. Because | want to always
remember that this is where my forefathers came from and | do not want
to ever forget that. So, there is a sense of connection when | go
over...each year...two or three times a year. | reconnect every time | go

| would consider another visit only because it is so beautiful, and the
people, even though they're limited in resources, they're very
knowledgeable in regards to culture. And, they're steadfast in their
beliefs.

Just to go back to...I would love to go to another part of Africa, to
experience different parts of Africa, and to see different parts of Africa.
If...1 would go back to the same place. | enjoyed it, | really did.

So, when you go back to another place, are you looking for...what
would be your expectation$®y expectation now would be....people are
civilized, people are living modern in Africa, they're not like what is
portrayed on T.V. in the most parts. People there are very friendly, very
nice, very outgoing, and, | guess | would expect the same thing that...I'd
expect the same thing | saw the first time | went there.

As | said before the scholarship fund, and to give back, that's my main
focus, to give back to Africa.

What would that look like to somebody who doesn’t have a clue? What
do you mean when you say “give backWhen | say “give back” to me
that means being that my ancestors were brought here through slavery, |
still have that connection. | think that’'s something that my ancestors
would want me to do, to reconnect, to bring a part of myself as a gift to
them saying that | care. Giving back, to me, means “I care.” | care about
you, | care about your well-being, even though | wasn’t brought up in
Africa, | still care. Whatever | can do to uplift and to help out, this is
what | can do, this is for you.
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Toni

Yaw

Because every time | go | learn something new, | see something ne
| see something different. The people there are just so homey. | just like
being there, | just feel so relaxed when I'm there, probably because |
don’t have to make up my bed. | don’'t have to do anything.

Because it's my home, Afrika is my home — the Motherland.

Interview Question Ten

Are you looking at the African continent as home?

TABLE XVII
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Participants

Excerpts/Comments Interview Question Ten
Are you looking at the African continent as home?

Akosia

Baracha
Bebe
Brother X
Emy

Joe

Loss of

Yes! Africa is home. | want to build a house in Ghana, plans are in
process. | would like to leave that house as a legacy for my children and
grandchildren. Some friends of mine have already purchased the land
and their home is in construction.

It's my ancestral home. | know that now.
No.

Oh, yes.

| do, yes.

Yes, actually, I've considered possibly moving to it. Maybe,
somewhere down the line, having a home in Africa, a place that | can,
actually, go back and visit, and, actually, call my little part of Africa,
my piece of Africa.

Definitely not.

Mother’s love
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Yes. | live in America, but that is my home. Africa is my home

Yes. | look at the African continent as home, but | don’t know my
origin. | don’t know from whence | came. | don’t know if I'm a member
of what tribe, what section of Africa, and, | think, that’s what puzzles
me the most.

Yes...well, no, not to live. I don’t know if | could live there. | would
have to give up too much modernization here, to go there to live.

If I had the opportunity, most definitely, if | could. Which people
say a vacation home, but | don’t think | could stay there because my
roots are still here. Financially, | wouldrbe able to pick up and leave.
I'd have to use it as my vacation home; | couldn’t use it as home until
retirement or something like that because | have my career and
everything here. I'm taking that from a physical sense, home, in the
physical sense.

What about home in any other kind of sense outside of physical?
Where are your ancestral root&?ior to slavery Africa, they were
brought to North Carolina and South Carolina. My family hasn’t done
the genealogy to see where we’re from in Africa, so | just consider
Africa, the continent, my home.

Okay, that’s the first question. So, the African continent is home.
Home. Yes.

Home as....when you say home, to live there one day permanently,
or...it's my homeXYou tell melt's my home. Would I like to live there?
I would like to retire and spend four, five, maybe six months out of a
year there, yes.

Can you give me — explain to me a little bit about what you mean
“going home to the Motherland.” So, you're looking at the Afrikan
continent as home¥yes.

What does that mearn®?means that my ancestors come from Afrika.

Interview Question 11

Where are your ancestral roots?
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Akosia

Baracha

Bebe
Brother X

Emy

My roots are most likely West Africa. | have no plans to have any
DNA testing completed. | do not need proof in writing by someone else
that Africa is my motherland. | KNOW it is my home.

Because last year | had my mitochondrial DNA tested. And today
December 25, | know that the genetic markers in my DNA are the same
as the Balanta people living in Guinea Bissau, the Mende people living in
Sierra Leone, and the Kru people living in Liberia, all on the West Coast
of Africa are my relatives.

When did you get thai”met a man a year ago Kwanzaa. And he went
through the experience and he gave me the information, and | sat on that
information for three or four months. | wanted to do.... It's just like
making the decision to go to Africa. It's something you wanted to do and
for some reason...no, I've got to think about it, got to think about it. And
| had it on my desk...then | said that's it. | had the package, | had sent
my...l had paid for it. I hadn't swabbed my mouth...it took about three
months for me to finally swab my mouth. And I just sat there and said
today is the day. Mentally, I'm ready...I've got to know. And | did it.

That was the longest six weeks of my life.

And when the envelope came there was a certificate telling me about
these "hints." Of course a lot of it was very technical and | didn't
understand...but | did understand that | have genetically matched
relatives in three countries in Africa. and | don't care what I look like
today because | know | was homogenized along the way but don't you
ever say | ain't African because | knbam, and | wear my African hat
proudly. I love it. | made that connection.

My family is from Portugal.

That's where Dad’s DNA was a match for the Yoruba peaph
Mom’s match is for the Ga people from Accra.

Any significant research that you’'ve done in Senegal with the
Mandinka based on the DNA perspectid&® When | got the notice, |
did go on the internet to do some, to look it up, to see where they are, the
areas that they were in — the Mandinka, as well as, the Balanta. Once in a
while, I'll take a look on the internet. | haven’t really gathered any
information, but | think before my next trip, | will make some notes
before | go.

179



TABLE XVIII (Continued)

Participants Excerpts/Comments Interview Question 11

Where are your ancestral roots?

Emy

Will you try to do some genealogical research thdréGubt it. |

(continued) don’t know that I'll have the time because, again, you know, | travel with

Joe

Loss of
Mother’s
love

Makeba
Nursie
Poochie

Tiye

Toni

Yaw

a group, but I'll see what | can learn. My hope is to be able to meet
someone from those tribes to let them know that my ancestors are, also,
from that tribe.

That is so exciting. You could be talking to a relatiieat’s right.
Yes.

My family is, actually, from Jamaica, Montego Bay. That’s my
Mother’s side of the family, and my Father’s side is from the séighe
in the StatesPere in the States, yes.

As far as you know, do they have any idea of their ancestral roots?
Yes, my Mother, yes. Going back to...I think she knows as much as her
Mother knows, and that'’s that they came from Jamaica; but, as far as
being able to pinpoint a particular region in Africa, no.

| can trace my maternal ancestors back to two - three generations in
slavery in Virginia and Tennessee. My paternal ancestors can only be
traced two generations and were located in South and North Carolina.

| am not sure. But | will know in 2008.
| don’t know.
| really don’t know.

Prior to slavery Africa, they were brought to North Carolina and South
Carolina. My family hasn’t done the genealogy to see where we’re from
in Africa, so | just consider Africa, the continent, my hoffteen your
ancestral roots...is Africa, but your heritage, as far as, you can get back
in natural knowledge is North Carolina, South Carolivas.

No, | don't.

Well, my Grandmother, my Father’s side, she looked Afrikan from
pictures | saw and from knowing her in person, she looked Afrikan —
Father’s side. Mother’s side, she looked Afrikan too, but | had my DNA
checked, it told me something different. It said that | was from Spain,
Hungry and Belgium — that was on my Father’s side. My sisters have to
check my Mother’s side.

What does all of that mean to yoli'Pneans that my sisters have to
check their DNA, you know, but I still feel like I'm an Afrikan - from the
blood.
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Yaw My ancestors from my Father’s side are from Spain, Hungary, and
(continued) Belgium. My mother’s side, | know it's going to be different — hoping
and praying it’s going to be different.

When do you think...your expectations for your Mother’s side, you've
kind of formed some expectations for the ancestral side on your Mother’s
side. If it doesn’t meet your expectations, what will happem3till
Afrikan.

Interview Question 12

Having been there, what does Africa mean to you?
TABLE XIX
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Having been there, what does Africa mean to you?

Akosia Africa is by all means my home as | said most likely WestaAfA
special love. | feel Africa is the place where | can go to wind down and
get away from everything. | can go there and the pace is slowed down
and | can just relax and be ME. | can go there and relax much more so
than here. It is home.

Baracha Well having actually seen with my own eyes what | saw...| readily
recognize the stereotypes and | just absolutely dismiss it. It's sadv..l sa
some very sad things, but overall, | am glad | went, | plan to go back
many times, God willing, 1 will go back many times and | have great
anticipation about going, touching, feeling, eating, smelling, hugging,
listening to MY PEOPLE! | don't have to understand what they are
saying...but they are smiling...their body language is friendly and | FEEL
AT HOME!

Bebe Beautiful people.
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Brother X

Emy

Joe

Africa’s home. And, it's such a powerful influence, and it's helped to
define my purpose in life. Actually, having a chance to cross the waters,
and it really up’d the bar in terms of what my cultural focus, my
motivations for study, and to find creative ways to reconnect and build
bridges with our people at home.

Afrika means that, you know, as we say “we’re Afrikans living in
American” to say that really means that | consider Afrika as my
homeland. | was born here in America, as well as, my immediate
ancestors, but America is not a homeland. From my perspective America
is not a homeland for Afrikans.

How did you come to that®ell, when | look at what goes on here in
America, all the rules, or the majority of the rules and regulations, and
bills that are passed are things that hamper the opportunities of Afrikans
here in America. For instance, the voting rights bill. When you have
others coming to this country, they become citizens, right away they have
voting rights. There’s no bill to say that they have to be, it has to be
approved for them to be able to vote for the next 20 or 25 years, you
know. They used us, we were enslaved, we built this country, and we still
have no rights. We have none. Everything we do, every opportunity we
get, every dollar we make, anything that we get or acquire requires a
fight.

And, there it's differentt Afrika? In Afrika, it's different in that
you’re in Afrika, and you have Afrikans in charge, and the hope is that
because you have Afrikans in charge they will be more inclined to work
for the benefit of Afrikans than “non” Afrikans. What | see in Afrika,
which is saddening to me, is you have Europeans and Asians going into
Afrika to secure the resources...for their own benefits and their only
benefits and theirs only. The US wants to go there now to set up military
bases in Afrika. No, they should not go there. They have no business
setting up a military base in Afrika because once they do that, they'll
start moving to other areas and take over. | think the Afrikans there
should be allowed, left alone to do what they need to do for Afrika.

We got to this because it was about “homeland.” That Afrika is
viewed as homeland, and America is not homeland, and that was some of
the reasoning why? You feel that Afrika is really homeland, did | restate
that right?Yes.

To me Africa is considered to be home, is considered to be...it was
the cradle of civilization. | always will have a connection to Africa. |
remember my Uncle made a point, if you take a German Shepherd....if a
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Joe German Shepherd is born in America, that dog is still considered to be a

(continued) “German” Shepherd, it is not an American Shepherd. Even though I'm
displaced, | will always have an attachment to Africa.

Viewing Africa as the cradle of civilization, and you’re considering it

as home, based on the fact that it's the cradle of civilization, how do you
define home, what do you mean by hoiegPace that | can go and feel a
connection with a group of people, whether it be spiritually, culturally...a
place where | can, actually, go to feel a connection with my ancestors.
Being here in America, I've been through so many misconceptions about
Africa, and some spirituality, | want to be amongst people that | feel
connected to.

Loss of Africa is the place from which my ancestors were stolen or sold into
Mother’s slavery.

love

Makeba That's kinda hard to answer. As | stated before, | consider Africa m

home and...To me it is like a pilgrimage that | take each year...I am going
to spread out a little bit this year and go to some other places other than
Africa. But | do have that need to learn as much about Africa as | can and
as | can afford to do so. | don't know...just...Africa just means a LOT to
me...and | just can not express...It is very hard for me to express what it
means to me...but | do consider it my home.

Nursie Africa means — it means a lot. It means, hopefully, getting to find out
where my ancestral origin is. Just knowing, becoming more acquainted
with the different parts of Africa because Africa is very vast, gt
know the different types of people. | think that's basically it, getting to
know the people, and being of some assistance if | can.

Poochie It means a lot, because | really wanted to go there, and | wanted the
experience of seeing how people live. It just meant so much just to go,
and to see how Africans live there, and seeing the places where my
ancestors were mistreated.

When you say “it means a lot” how can | write that? What does
“means a lot” meandt meant...| was just, very happy, and, just, very,
very glad to be able to go, and to see how other people lived in Africa.

Tiye Africa is the foundation for my spirituality. | can see where | logt t
spirit from because you see it in the African people. You see that
wholesomeness; you see that politeness, so it means my whole being, my
life.
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Toni

Yaw

It means so much to me. I've been able to...I think it has made me a
stronger person as....when | say that....it has made me change the way |
look at people. I'm really stuck here. Hope, joy, why am | so stuck.

You're not stuck, just say what you think, what you feel. You said
something earlier that talked about home, or family...Motherland...you
felt relaxed. Right, | felt relaxed. You know what, when I'm there, |
become very relaxed; | don't fear anyone robbing me. I'm not afraid. |
walk out to the street, even at night; | get up sometimes and walk out. |
don’t know, | feel safer there.

Is comfortable, would that be the wor@@mfortable, yes. | would
say, comfortable, yes.

Well, it's a place that | go to visit, where people who accept me for
what | am. First country that I've really known that was run by blacks, all
black — black President, black Mayor, more into my roots, you know,
what I'm into.

What was that first countrySenegal.

Interview Question 13

How did you communicate?
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How did you communicate?

Akosia

Baracha

Bebe

A lot of the people spoke English.

With a smile, open arms, and positive body language. | don't speak
French, I didn't speak any of the native dialects but somehow or other...
when | spoke slowly in English and signed as to what | want | made
myself understood

Well, our guide, well, we had orientation. There were certain words
that are used there as yes, no, thank you, and how much, all of that —
which | don’t remember all of that now, but there were certain words and
phrases that he gave us that became quite useful. And, then, while you're
there you learn to pick up certain things because you hear it said so many
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times. Either if it's not among the people of Africa, it's among your
group that'’s if the well traveled people of Africa know, and will teach
you. So you could....and, then, a lot of them spoke English too.

With the people there? | have a cousin who...taught me that if | ever
went somewhere | write down...maybe 10 questions, and 10
conversational statements. He told me to write them on the left side of
your column [when you arrive] you ask them how to say that statement
or how to state that question in their native tongue. He said “write it
down phonetically...write it down the way you hear it.” | was able to...I
wasn’t able to have a full conversation, but | was able to make a
connection, ask someone their name, be able to say my name to them,
[give]...the traditional greetings/replies—good morning and thank you. |
think we’re the only dummies in the African family—they all speak four,
five, six languages...we barely [speak English].

Well, with English, you know, sometimes you learn a few words, few
local words, a few important words that you need to get your points
across. You have to learn the currency, and what it’s called, and how to
count it; and, then depending on the areas that you're in, you get a list
from the locals there will share the language with you on how to
communicate. And, for the most part they speak English. So, that helps a
lot.

As soon as we got there, there were some individuals that, actually,
speak English.

And, were those the only people that you had to communicate with?
No, if | needed to speak to someone that, that spoke a different African
dialect, we’d find an interpreter.

In Nigeria they speak English quite well and in Dakar, we traveled
with escorts who translated. There were also some who | came in contact
with that did speak some English.

Sign language. My own made up sign language. And it was surprising.
They understood. | learned a few words in Wolof, and a few words in
French, the rest in English. | just kept saying it until | got it over to them,
motioning, signing, doing all kinds of things. | did what ever it took for
me to get them to understand me.
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It's not hard to communicate because most Africans learn, start to
learn English when they're in the fourth grade no matter what part of the
continent you go, they learn English in school at a certain level, so
they're able to communicate, and they try hard to learn as much English
as they can.

Not everyone spoke English; you could talk enough to them for them
to understand you, and for you to understand them.

English, a lot of people that we met spoke English.

Was it always convenient speaking English, could you get full
understanding and full meaning across to the people that you were
speaking with? And, did you only speak with people who spoke English?
Well, the people that were on the tour spoke English fluently, so I could
get what | needed across. When we went to the village, | don’t know if
the Chief spoke, | know he spoke some English, but | don’t know if it
was fluent. We didn’t have that much dialog, but, | know his children
were fluent in English, and you could get your needs and wants met
because they spoke fluent English.

So, then, through translations of others, and...interact[ion] with
people on the continent, the primary way of communication was still
English or sign languageRnglish and body language. When you're
giving someone something, you could tell, the expression on their face
showed gratitude, they were thanking you. So, yeah, body language.

| had a book...I have a book with Wolof in it, so plus using some of
them speak both English and Wolof through an interpreter, pointing.
Body language.? Exactly body language, that’s right.

The Afrikans in Senegal, they communicated with me because they
spoke English. | would listen to their words, some of their words, they
would say to me and | picked up a little bit, not very much, but, you
know, | knew what they were saying by their gestures, by their hand
gestures and stuff like that.

So, it was not difficult to communicate, to do the things you needed to
do?No.

Interview Question 14

What/who did you recognize (features, actions, principles, values)?
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Akosia | saw people who looked like many of my relatives. Their actions
were much like mine and many people | know. Family was very
important there and this is still the case with my family. We share many
of the values of the people. Hand and body movement all were familiar.
The way we talk; we might be a little louder than African people. They
have a quite politeness. We are each open, we travel with music; we all
are a very social people.

Baracha The scary thing...I am walking down the street and | knew that my
mother-in-law died five years ago and | swore this was Margarita
walking down the street. And | just stopped dead in my tracks and |
stared at the woman so bad | had to apologize. Fortunately she did
understand English and | explained what was going on. And she said
don't be surprised you are probably going to see other people that you
recognize. It was absolutely uncanny. | saw people that look like people
in my own family, neighbors...THEY ARE ME...I| AM THEM...IT WAS
LIKE WALKING DOWN THE STREET IN ANY URBAN SETTING
WHERE A LOT OF BLACK FOLKS ARE.

Anything else you recognize, sayings, actioh$at of things were
mimics, not necessarily positive things, especially the young people...that
they see on TV...the body language...the "Yo"...but they were talking to
each other. But | saw that...I left that at home...l guess | wanted to see
something more African.

What | am asking is things that you know from here [America] that
may not have a today connotation...but things from maybe your mother
or some elder person that they did that took on a meaning after you saw
that same kind of thing when in Afridaeven goes more personal than
that. Several years ago | started a business—recycling cardboard. Using
things that | found to make something brand new. When | saw a young
man on Gorée Island with a rusty nail and a rock hitting another rock to
carve a figure | said this is the art of "Make-Do." He took what he found
and he is making a piece of art. Subsequently | asked if | could
photograph him doing it, | told him | was buying it, and | wanted to take
a picture with him. | took those three pictures the first trip. When | went
back the second time, three years later, there he was and | took copies of
the pictures for him, and | showed him that Owl on my mantle piece, in
my house, in Queens County, New York City, USA,...tears...he had tears.
Because it was in a place of honor with his picture on my mantle.
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Everyday, walk around, with two eyes, and a nose, and a mouth, and
ears, and some have short hair, long hair, light skinned, dark skinned, like
us. It's funny that some people that are, maybe, Caucasian or something,
they say, you know, you think because it's Africa — oh, they’re like
monkeys running around in the jungle, and, so you know, well, | guess,
maybe, | don’t know that there are some who are traditional, tribal, or in
villages, that walk around half naked, or if that's because that is their
custom. But, basically, we see that they're a person too.

Were there any things that you saw here that you saw there too?
Traditions, or customs, or sayings, oPProbably their traditions would
be a lot different than ours. | think that when we get here, even though,
say somebody was African, and, they basically, | think they try to keep
their traditions here, but, after a while, our American ways come in, and
they kind of change up, so it would be a change, but basically, it's about
the same. We have traditions, they have traditions. Different things that
we do, | think that’s with any group of people.

In terms of the people we interacted with2erms of your visits to
West Africa, did you recognize somebody, or did you see things that you
knew based on something that happened here, and, now, it may take on
some historical meaning or some historical content dBure. There
were any number of times. | saw people that resembled family members,
| saw people that resembled classmates, people that grew up in my
community, and | would do a double take. | remember there was a
brother that | saw, | might even have a picture of him, when | looked at
him, I thought James Small, | looked at him, and he looked like James. |
saw my brother Eddie. I'm walking, and I'm looking at him and he’s
looking at me, and I've had, not only have | recognized them, I've had
people recognize me. As | mentioned, there are times, a period of time,
when I'd go without combing my hair or whatever, and brother, and my
wife is always on me, and my daughter always gets a kick about my
clothes not matching, and a brother asked me if | was Biafar, he asked me
if | was Biafar. | was like, at first, | didn’t understand what he was
saying, | was, like, I had to laugh. So, not only are we recognizing them,
they’re recognizing us. In terms of Africanisms, I’'m always in search of
indigenous situations here that reflect home; whether it's instruments
or...I remember, many years ago, in my wine drinking with the boys
days, | remember someone opening a bottle or somehow, and someone
saying “what are you doing”, and he’'d say “well, this is for when the
brothers are not here.” Even in a street sense, there was a real authentic
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African tradition whether we knew it or not. | remember a couple of
brothers complaining “that’s for them that are not here, but not so much.”
It goes both ways, you can be over there and recognize something that
you would think originated at home, but that’s definitely the source.
We're just a reflection of who we are on the continental side. Sometimes
the reflection that we give isn’t the greatest, but if you go home and you
dig deep enough, it's pure and it is very beautiful, it's very giving.

| could see, when | go there [Afrika]...l could see the direct link to
what’s...here [America]. How my life has been as an Afrikan here, some
things my family, my relatives, my Grandmother, my Great Grandmother
does. For instance, when | was a young girl, my mother used to wear
cowery shell earrings, and | used to ask her where she would get them
from. She told me where she got them, right now | don’t remember
where she got them, but they were so different, and she was so proud to
wear them. I’'m not really sure she understood where they came from, but
she was proud that she wore them, and | never really learned where they
came from until | started to learn about Afrika as an adult. Some of the
things that are said, as a child, some things that are said to you are said in
Afrika, right now | can’t think of any exactly, but | can remember that
some of the things that were said to me when | was a child are things that
| hear in Afrika, and it's like, “oh, that's where that came from.”

Yes, | think we did [recognize...] because you go there, you know, you
see your cousins, your aunts, your uncles, your brothers, and your sisters,
your neighbors. You also see that most people are busy making a life for
themselves, raising families, getting an education being the bedid¢lat t
can be.

How does that make you feddPeels great! | remember once when,
and my husband will probably talk about this. We were at - we were
visiting with a king. The king thought that one of the men and his group
was the uncle to my husband, because my husband looked so much like
this person there. And, we all got a good laugh from it, but it's true you
see people there who look they’re your relatives or your friends. | think
they share the same values that we do — that we’re all here to do good,
and we should do good; the same that | am my brother’s and sister’s
keeper is not just words, these are things that we should do.

Since I've, actually, had the opportunity to do a little bit of research
before going to Africa, | did some research on Senegal, and prior to that,
doing my own independent reading about Kemet - Egypt, there’s a
Professor by the name of Cheikh Anta Diop, who was a Professor at the
University of Dakar [in 1987 name was changed to University Cheikh
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Anta Diop to honor the Senegalese scholar] in Senegal. We
actually...when | was in Africa we, actually, had the opportunity to visit
the university because | wanted to see exactly where this man did his
work, where he did his research. So, we actually traveled to the
university to talk to a couple of the professors and to see what the
university looked like. To me that was a recognizable feature for me,
because I've always read a little bit...I've read some information in
regards to the type of work that Cheikh Anta Dingal did, and | just
wanted to make that connection.

Was there anything else that you could recognfdeieans are very
spiritual people. It seems as if they spend a lot of adoration to the one
most high. That is a very important value, and, to me, you should give
adoration to the one most high. That’'s our purpose of being here, we're
supposed to be in adoration. It seems they are constantly in adoration.

While there, did you see anybody that you thought you knew from
here?Yes, and many times | did. The facial features are very, very
similar to a lot of black Americans here. Even though they are on another
side of the world, you would think that so many, we’d have so many
differences, but, there are so many similarities.

One thing that | did recognize is that African men hold their women
up with great respect. Here in the states, when men are walking down the
street, they see women, they turn around, and they cat-call, and they, try
to pick women up, and, sometimes, it's very disrespectful. But, when |
went to Africa there was nothing like that, and it really surprised me
because...again, maybe it was a preconceived idea, but....you hear a lot
in the news how black men treat black women, and, | guess, when | was
going there | was thinking it was going to be the same thing, and it's not.
They're very respectful to their women. When engaging or walking down
the street, they don’t turn around to try to pick women up, or solicit
certain things. It's really just a different type of attitude, and that kind
of....I was really surprised, very surprised. | was really happy to see that.
| think, in general, we have a lot to learn from each other.

Hummm, Ummm, | don’t know that | did recognize any.

| recognized...a very good friend of mine here....When we (a friend
who accompanied me on the trip) walked into the hotel, | saw this guy
that worked in the hotel, | looked at him and | looked at my friend and |
said to her look at the gentlemen behind the desk, “Who does he remind
you of?” And she said the exact same person | was thinking of. He
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looked exactly like my friend from home, so much so that | took his
picture. When | came back to America | showed the picture to my friend
who said “My God, he looks exactly like my brother.” There, | was told a
lot that | reminded them of their aunt, their sister, their cousin, someone.
Who knows...maybe we are related, you never know. But you always see
someone over there that reminds you of someone in America. And that
has been my experience each time that | have gone. | have always seen
someone that reminds me in some way of someone here. Even the food, |
may not know the name in Wolof or what they call it over there but it is
very similar to our food here. Or food that | have eaten from the
Caribbean, which is that green stuff. They call it...in the islands they call
it callaloo...it look just like something that they prepare over there. They
do not call it callaloo but when you taste it that is what it is. It is similar

to our collard greens, but not quite, it is a little different than our collard
greens but very similar to callaloo.

Everything. | didn’t recognize it, but | became acquainted with it.
Everything. Well, when we were in South Africa....are we mainly
focusing on West AfricaWest AfricaWell, | read about the slave trade
and going to Gorée Island and seeing the dungeons. | didn’t know that it
was just that big, but | recognized that from reading about the slave trade.
Nothing else.

Let's go back to that a minute. In terms of “what did you
recognize”...did you see anybody in Africa that you’ve seen in
America...Oh, yeah, because | hang out in Harlem sometimes, you
have the Senegalese people in Harlem, so | recognized a lot of them. You
get to know the difference between being Senegalese or from Mali or
from Cameroon or Nigeria, so, you know, because New York is a
melting pot, you see a lot of them in different parts of New York.

Do you know any African American people who remind you of African
people? h some aspects, yes. Yeah, they remind me. Yeah.

Were any kinds of values or sayings or principles that you know from
here, that may have been rooted in AfricaNd? not really, because, no

| recognized that, well...I had my two nephews with me, and when |
went to chastise them, the people there didn’t chastise their children the
way we did. The men there took the boys and they talked to them, and
they kept them with them. | didn’t have to worry about them. They were
very calm with these gentlemen. They were....they knew how to treat
them, they knew how to talk to them to make them feel like they were
wanted and needed there.

Are you kind of saying, implying, that the men raise the children
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versus the mother raising the childreN®, | feel that the mother has
played a part, but the men played a bigger part in the raising of the kids.

Some people when you look at them, they look like they could be in
your family. But, another thing that’s, probably.... It's related to the
guestion, but, not, exactly what you're saying....the beautiful colors. It
was just the darkest of dark, my boyfriend that Wwith, | always saw
him as dark, and | always loved the color, but, then when | saw darker, |
was, just, in love. It was just...l could not believe it. | said The Creator
made that, and it was so beautiful, and you don't see that here, but it’s in
abundance over there. It is so beautiful — the dark lips, the dark color, the
smoothness of the skin, we're blessed.

Any other thing that you noticedhey’re very polite. They're very,
when you give a gift, their gratitude, they’re gracious. It's a beautiful
thing to see. Being here, it's a different thing to see, | guess because we
have so much, and they have so much too, because they have their homes
and their families. They can go in and be accepted, and they can walk
around and not have to worry about looking over their shoulder in the
market wondering if the owner thinks yoe going to take something.
Thats a constant thing on my mind, but they ddrave to look over
their shoulder, is home. You can tell that it's home. You feel
comfortable, you feel at peace, you feel that you belong, and they make
you feel like you belong.

Were there any things that you know from here, maybe things that
your mother, grandmother did or said or had that, in and of itself, didn’t,
necessarily mean anything, but when you went across the water you saw
similar things. Maybe a saying or maybe something somebody said or
did, some value or some action that was...that you are familiar with from
here, but that when you got over there you could kind of make the tie or
the leap. Was there anything like thattan say the extended family
aspect. | can meet African Americans in a store and can start up a
conversation, you feel connected, you feel that family connection. Like
they're a part of your family, even though they're not a part of your
family, it’s just a connection, just a gesture, warmth that they give that
you feel like you are part their family, and that’s how the people of
Africa made me feel a part of their family.

Their features were familiar, their actions, their values. You
know...our values and theirs — there’s a big difference, there’s a big
difference. What we value, they don’t value. That’'s probably another
reason that | like going there, because, you know the things that we
worry about, they don’t worry about. We worry about a new car every
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(continued) Was there anything that you know from here, that when you went
there, it gave more meaning to that which you know hergfi@an
something, not that | can recall.

Y ou said you recognized some features, could you elaborate on that —
you see somebody that looked like somebody here, or something there
that you felt was.Y.es. Yes. With them, | noticed that some of them
have, at least in Senegal, some of the people | saw have wide noses. | see
that in some of my, in some of the people here, the complexion, the hair
type, the texture of the hair, and their body, their build

Yaw Well, | know where you get “to sweeping the dirt.” My Grandmother
would sweep the dirt, a lot of that is a thing where Granny would sweep
the dirt in front of the house, | remember that.

So, that's an action that you've seen here in your lifetime — parents,
Grandparents — then going to Afrika you see people there sweeping the
dirt. That was the sameY?es.

My Grandmother used to say “Lan-dag-o-shen,” she’'d say, oh-lan-
dag-o-shen when she would be talking to us, she’d be mad, she’d say
landagoshen. | never knew what she meant, but she was saying Atlantic
Ocean, that was, of course, the Atlantic Océayou had to spell it, how
would you spell it the way she said itike Atlantic Ocean. Oh, | don’t
know how she’d spelled it.

Okay. Any other things that you can think of features or principles
that....Oh, you’'d see a lot of people out there that look like your people.
You'd be walking down the street and you’d say “oh, that looks like
George, you know, or that looks like Annie.” Things like that, you know.

Is that surprising?/ery surprising.

What do you think that mean$fat’s the attachment, the attachment
between us in America and them in Afrika. They look like my cousin, my
uncles, my aunts

Interview Question 15

How were they different (food, customs, principles, values, actions)?
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Some of the food | loved. There were dishes that did not please the
palate. | could see the influence of religion as detailed earlier. Family
customs were very important.

Food is basically food. We call it collard greens, they call it
something else, it tastes like something | had in the Caribbean which was
callaloo, which | loved. Except we season ours with pork they season
theirs with fish but it was the same thing and it was delicious. Everything
was FRESH. Very, very good; tasted very good. Food-wise it was a feast
for me, cause | love seafood. One minute...l saw them actually come in
on the boats with buckets of fresh fish, they took it to the outdoor kitchen
and twenty minutes later | was eating that fish.

I will also tell you about the experience with the live goat but that's
another story. Cause when | saw the goat the goat was squealing but he
was alive. And by the time we left the compound in Ghana we were
eating shish kabob and that was the goat. So | have had the FRESHEST
FOOD EVER in Africa.

We don’t take our...l don’t know, | forgot what you call where the
women pound up and down with the grain, we don’t do that. We can go
to the store and buy our flour already powdered, refined, and, whatever
in a package. They have to do this with every meal, they have to pound
their grain so that they can use it to utilize it as food, we don’t do that.
Different things like that, especially if it's in a village. But, if it's in a
city part, they can go to the store, you know and buy their things.

| think Americans, in general, as Dr. King put it, suffer from
schizophrenia. When you talk about culture, and you talk about morals,
you...in America, you're going to get the good, the bad, and the ugly.
Sometimes, you're going to get it all in the same breath. | don’t have to
tell you about it. It's beautiful and refreshing to go home and see the
beauty and splendor. Every now and then, you may get a scenario that
might be a challenge, and you're sitting there with some discomfort in
regards to how it played itself out. But, you run into some petty crime.
You run into a situation where you’re trying to sort it all out, where
there’s a challenge, your comfort level. And, at the same time if you're
going to have people, there’s going to be some degree of crime. People
trying to feed themselves, so, you take the good with the bad.
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Some of the foods were a little different. Whenever | visit Afrika, |
always try some of the local foods; on the other hand, they eat generally
what most people throughout the world eats, it's just that some of it is
prepared a little different than what we would do here in the United
States. But, | overall, have very good experiences.

Were there any customs that were a little differél the custom
of eating with your fingers, and sharing the dish with the food on it. You
know | have to remind myself that I'm in the Motherland, and this is how
it was, and this is how it is. Sometimes, eating with the fingers,
depending on what it is; is something | have to do, to push myself to do;
but, otherwise. The other thing | remember in West Afrika — you receive
things with your right hand instead of your left hand — I'm left-handed —
so, that when they’re giving me things, and | reach for it with my left
hand, they have to remind me, no, take it with my right hand, so that’s
one thing that | have to remind myself of.

Do you know why or how that i¥2s, they use the right hand because
of — what the left hand is used for, generally, as a people, what the left
hand is used for, you use it for your personal body when you're in the
bathroom, then, you should not use it when you are eating and drinking,
that’'s what | was told.

Anything else you want to mention that might have been different in
terms of values, or actions, and principldd@, that's all | can think of.

Here in the states, when men are walking down the stinegt[men]
see women, they turn around, and they cat-call, and they, try to pick
women up, and, sometimes, it's very disrespectful. But, when | went to
Africa there was nothing like that, and it really surprised me
because...again, maybe it was a preconceived idea, but....you hear a lot
in the news how black men treat black women, and, | guess, when | was
going there | was thinking it was going to be the same thing, and it's not.
They’re very respectful to their women. When engaging or walking
down the street, they don’t turn around to try to pick women up, or solicit
certain things. It's really just a different type of attitude, and thrat ki
of....I was really surprised, very surprised. | was really happy to see that.
| think, in general, we have a lot to learn from each other.

In regards to the food, from the samples, the food in the hotel, | wish
that, | think there was that fresh influence, and, that European influence
there. | wish that | had the opportunity to, maybe, sample food from the
countries, or real traditional African foods from, maybe, visiting a tribe. |
think I didn’t really have the opportunity to connect in that way. | was a
little disappointed that | had to have French fries with my meal. reall
wanted to get into the core of traditional African foods. Actually, |
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wanted to see, in regards to religion, you have Muslims, you have
Catholics in Africa, but | wanted to see the traditional people and see
what traditional spirituality they practiced before Christianity andieef
the Muslim faiths came along.

There was not as much variety as you find living in New York and
being raised in New York. Being raised a Christian, there were lots of
differences in customs, principles, values and actions, especially as they
related to women and how they are allowed to practice the Muslim
religion. They believe in polygamy which is not practiced on the east
coast and is illegal in the USA

With the food. | have asked how did you prepare this dish. When they
explain how it is prepared you start thinking is this where it came from.
We prepare it the same way in America, but we just named it something
different. | have found that many things that we do here in America, we
don't know why we do it...cause it was handed down from our
grandmothers, grandfathers, aunts and uncles, and you find that they are
doing that, not only in America but in the Caribbean. You find that there
are so many similarities of different things that they do....rituals...all
kinds of things, that you wonder if that is where it originated-in Africa.
Because you are still doing it here. A lot of things, you are just still doing
it and you don't know why you are doing it but you are doing it. When
you visit homes over there, you see doilies on their furniture, placemats
on the tables--all kinds of things that we were brought up doing and you
see over there...wow, they do the same thing. They eat very healthy over
there, as far as | am concerned. You don't find a lot of fried food over
there. | don't think | had fried chicken over there and I love fried chicken.
They grill a lot. Think that's where we got barbeque from? They grill a
lot where here we have our stoves and we do our grilling during the
summer outside on the grill. But for the most part we grill in our homes
in the oven. They grill over there with charcoal outside in their kitchens--
cause most of their kitchens are outside. But the preparations | guess are
the same, their seasonings are similar to what we do here. Kitchens are
outside--and | have visited different Villages where they have these little
huts where the food is prepared. It is actually done on the ground, it is
not electric stove or gas stove, it done on the ground with little twigs and
charcoal and stuff. But the end result is the same as if we had cooked it
on our stove. And it is quite tasty, delicious food. | do not think | have
been to anyone’s house who had an inside stove. If you went out on the
little veranda there was a little room and that was the kitchen, quite
different from our kitchen, with the running water and all the stuff. But
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Makeba
(continued)

Nursie

Poochie

Tiye

like | said the end result it was prepared, it was cooked, and it was
delicious

The food was much better than we received....than what we would eat
here. The food, the way they prepared their chicken, and the fish, |
thought was excellent - even though | didn’t eat a lot of it because | was
sick. I think the food was good, | enjoyed the food. | enjoy the way they
make it, they don’t add salt, but it's well seasoned. | enjoy that.

The food was different, healthier, very appetizing. Everything to mi
basically good in all, it was really good.

Did you find any difference in the...that bathing situations, the
bathrooms, did they bathe....the same as o¥es? Some was the same
ours, and some was different. Some were holes, and some were toilets,
running water.

Anything else that you can think of that might have been diffeférmi?
kitchens are different than our kitchens. The living rooms are basically the
same, except for they had wood furniture where ours is pressed fibe
that won't last too very long. Theirs will last a long time. They don’t
decorate as much as we do with a whole lot of knick knacks, but their
houses are neat and clean.

| say they’re different this way. | guess...l don’t know a lot about
Africa, the history of Africa itself, in different areas, but, | know Adinc
Americans, and we had to fight for every single thing that we have, we
fought for. It didn’t just...it wasn’'t handed to us. | think that’s
saying....forgive, but don’t forget. With them, it seems like they forgive,
and, they, just, like...awww, just let it be, don’t fight about it, just let it be
because...l don’t know, | felt that with them. You see the French people
that come there, and are still there - when we were on the boat, very
pushy, wanted to be in front, rude, and, they (the Africans) were so laid
back, and I'm saying, in America, we’re not laid back about that type of
stuff. We had to fight for everything, even, now, we have to continuously
fight for everything. And, they're just like, ohhh, let it be, it'll be okay,
and we’re not like that here, we are not like that at all. So, | saw that
difference between African Americans and African people.

Anything else, that you noticed that was differdrtiink even the
smallest gifts that you give toward their education is appreciated. | think
here we take it for granted, they really want their education, they really
value their education. Even a pencil to a kid is really an exciting thing. |
work in the school system, if you give a kid a pencil, they're like where’s
the goodies, where’s the candy, where’s the treats, this is not...I don’t
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Tiye want a pencil, | want the stickers, | want the candy.

(continued) Okay, anything else that’s differentRat’s different. Our customs are
different, | dont know the percentage of Muslims that are there. When we
went to the Holy City of Tuba, you had to cover yourself up, and here you
can wear shorts or whatever, and there, as a woman, you had to be
covered.

In the village, how would you equate that to what you just said to
women having to be covered, and is it just Muslim worhea® the
women in the village, they were covered. It seemed that they did all of the
cooking, what we would call the household chores. I'm not too familiar
what the men went out and did. | know when we went there, there were
more women there. It seemed like the men were outside of the village
working. It seemed like the men are the providers because they said that
they didn't like their women to go outside because they may want
everything that they saw. So, they had to provide that....the goodies that
they wanted, and, so they said that they're the providers.

Toni You know...our values and theirs — there’s a big difference, there’s a
big difference. What we value, they don’t value. That's probably another
reason that | like going there, because, you know the things that we worry
about, they don’t worry about. We worry about a new car every couple of
years, they....

Food?The market, the shopping area; the way they shop...the way they
go to the market and bring chickens back...tied up on the top of the bus;
[or] carrying a chicken and [it is] still alive. There was a lot of diffiese
in food. Most of their meat is fresh — they go and they bring the fish, they
go down to the market [daily], they eat a lot of vegetables. | don’t see all
the cakes and the ice cream and cookies that we have here, | don’t see that
there. | can't...| don’t even see them eat much of it, so their food — a lot
different.

Why do you think that iSBecause | think it's very expensive. | think, |
don’t think they have the opportunity to purchase it as much as we do.
That'’s like something they probably have during Christmas time, not even
Christmas, during Ramadan, because most of them are Muslim. It's like
something for a special day. Because even going there, taking gum and
candy and stuff, you know, they enjoy receiving it, and they're excited
when we give it to them. So, | know it's not something they can purchase
on a daily or weekly basis.

Yaw Well, I got sick when | went to Senegal the first time, but, then | stuck
with fish and | did alright. But, you can’t drink the water, it's hot water.
You have to drink bottled water.
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Yaw Why do you think that is? Why do we have to do tBatause it's not

(continued) purified. Not for us, people who drink enough purified water and you go
over there and you drink water that’s just plain water, it doesn’t make
them sick, but watch it makes us sick. | think it's because of the
purification that we put in our water.

So, if | heard that right, we purify water here, but they don’t purify
water there, and if you drink it, you don’t fare wdlhat’s right. They can
drink it, you know, the Afrikans can drink it. | don’t understand that. It
could be the purification that’s put in the water that's harmless, but when
we drink water that is regular water, we get sick.

Interview Question 16

Describe how you were received?
TABLE XXIlI

EXCERPTS OF PARTICIPANTS’ RESPONSES TO
DESCRIBE HOW YOU WERE RECEIVED.

Participants Excerpts/Comments Interview Question 16
Describe how you were received.

Akosia | was received just like another member of the family in Senegahand i
Ghana, at least that’s the way | felt. Over 10 years since visiting &eneg
nice. People invite you in, or have you to dinner, or invited to a little
setting. | am also Muslin and was invited as if | was one of the family. It
made me feel quite at home. They were very gracious, very
accommodating, not in a reciprocal way because of my giving; | gave
nothing and they were excited to welcome me, a Muslim coming from
America to visit.

Baracha Very respectfully. | noticed that...I didn't see people in Afridar ol
people, with gray hair. | know they know something...no gray haired
people...I don't care...they could have been a hundred years old...their hair
was black. And here | am with this white hair, a face full of freckles; | was
like odd man out. | was treated very respectfully. | don't know if they
thought | was ancient, or albino, or strange. But, | got some odd steers, and
| just smiled, just smiled and opened my arms to embrace. Yea, but | was
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Baracha treated respectfully.
(continued)

Bebe Oh, very well. Part of it, | guess, is the African tourism. More and more
money being spent there, so, naturally they want to, you know, welcome us
with open arms and whatnot, so we would come back, tell our friends to
come to this part of Africa to buy, you know, things from them, we’d buy
their things, you know, their wares. They’re going to be, they're going to be
friendly, maybe, sometimes, overly friendly, especially when they want
something....they're quite....I didn’t, | don’t remember any part where
there was a bad experience.

Brother X What surprised me was the warmth of the people. | shouldn’t have been
surprised, but to be embraced, and | know part of it had to do with...we're
returning home and they recognize that, they recognize....not only as a
visitor, but as a family member. It's been very genuine. That, probably,
surprised me the most, how comfortable and how trusting the people were,
and that was pretty much across the board.

Emy Well received. Again, you get a warm fuzzy feeling. Everybody yeet m
there makes you feel welcome, they tell you “welcome back home” “we’re
glad to have you back” and they always do everything they can to make
your visit there very pleasant.

Joe | was received very well. They actually, the Africans, treatecsniié a
was their brother, and that was, that's a great feeling to be so far away fro
this place, and people can take you in and take you in with open arms, that
was a great feeling. It made me almost feel as if I'd never lefinémber
when we were traveling, | can’t remember.

Loss of We were met at the airport by the tour leader and were transported with

Mother's  our luggage to an air-conditioned bus. There was some uncertainty as to

love who was working for the tour guide and who could be trusted to take our
luggage.

Makeba | was received with open arms. | have been knicknamed Mama and that

makes me feel good to know that each time | go | am just welcomed and
invited to so many homes to eat with their families. And of course | have
gone to many of thier homes and eaten. | sat on the floor, because that is the
way that they traditionally eat, that is how they had their meals and that's
where | sat too. | was accepted as family.
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Nursie

Poochie

Tiye

Toni

Yaw

We were received well. When I...the first time when we went to 8kneg
and we got off the bus, just hearing them saying welcome my sister,
welcome my brother, welcome home. | was really taken aback by that. To
me that really made me feel like | was home, welcome home.

Oh, we were received very well. We got off the plane at the airport, and,
it was like, the whole world was there to greet us, and believe me, wherever
we went, there they were. They greeted us very well.

As | said — family, they received you as if you were a long logtivel
with open arms. They were glad to see that you came home — welcome home.

Wow. | felt like a Queen. They make you feel so special. Well received,
oh, boy, every time, over and over again.

What does that look like? Describe that, what happens? If you had to
write it down in a book, what would you...how would you describe the way
you were receivedRppreciated, happy to see me, almost as if they’'d been
waiting, sitting in that same spot waiting for me to return. Just the smile on
their face when | arrived, and to see some of the same people | saw last time.
They're helpful, always willing to go....always willing to do for me. I'm
going to be honest, | feel like I'm a Queen when I'm there.

Very well. At the airport, when we first went to Senegal, at the airport
At the airport getting our bags, you hear the drums outside, oh, it was great,
it was overwhelming, you know. When you walk out, you walk out the
airport they say “welcome back home, welcome back home, you come back
home, welcome back home.” That was really, really nice.

Great. How did it make you feeV&ry good, very good.

Interview Question 17

How has the experience changed you, your perspective, your community?

TABLE XXIV
EXCERPTS OF PARTICIPANTS' RESPONSES TO HOW

HAS THE EXPERIENCE CHANGED YOU, YOUR
PERSPECTIVE, YOUR COMMUNITY?
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Excerpts/Comments Interview Question 17
How has the experience changed you, your perspective, your community?

Akosia

Baracha

Bebe

| don’t complain as much about what | don’t have, and get very
disturbed when | hear so many of us complain about things we want not
need.

OH YES! OH GOD, YES! Oh yes, it did. It has in SO many ways. |
embrace a talent that was in me all the time and for the sake of this
interview | call it the "Art of Make-Do." Taking something and renewing
it, changing it. | am not as frivolous about "things" anymore. | use to
be...before my first trip | was more wasteful than | am now. | am much
more conservative in my consumerism...even to the point where...I use to
get up in the morning and every room | went in as | go into the room |
turn the light, the radio, the TV. | do not do that any more. | have been in
blackouts over there.

When preparing to go | was told to make sure to bring candles and |
laughed...but | brought them. And dog gone it, | needed them too...l was
glad that | had them. So things that | took for granted...take for granted
here...even the short period of time that | spend over there...I've realize
what these basic things. Fresh water...I turn on the tap, I've got fresh
water. I'm hungry, | go to my refrigerator, nothing that | want to eat, |
call Dominos...I call take out. They bring it to my house, it's hot!
Yeah!...yeah...yeah...BIG CHANGE.

Has your change in experiences changed the community? The
community being the people you interact withope it has...inasmuch as
| take time to talk to children more often than | ever did. Some of them
tolerate me out of respect, other tell me to get lost. | talk to the adults
about my travels there and invite them to get in contact with the group
that | traveled with, which was an excellent...it was learning experience,
it was a pilgrimage. It was a journey that | would like to see...even
members in my own family don't seem to be interested in going. |
showed them my album...one relative said "you stayed there" [surprised].
| said well where did you think | was going to stay. She said in a hut
someplace. | said, Oh no, | could have. We were invited to, but | stayed
in a four-star hotel, with air conditioning, CNN in English, and | could go
to the cocktail lounge every night and get my vodka and tonic. | was very
happy and very comfortable!

| don’t think it changed me in my community. It just changed me

more to make me, like | said be more educated, and to want to go back
and see more. It's changed me in the fact of...World Vision, I've taken a
child in Africa, a little girl named Clarice, she’s 11 yrs old, her and her
family. | think that without going to Africa, and, not knowing the needs
there, | would have not done that, but because | know that there’s a need.
| think that World Vision is a good organization. When | went to Africa

the first time, when we came back, my girlfriend, Carmen and |, made up

202



TABLE XXIV (Continued)

Participants Excerpts/Comments Interview Question 17

How has the experience changed you, your perspective, your
community?

Bebe
(continued)

Brother X

Emy

boxes of things to send to one of the schools in Africa. | just went to the
.99 store, and | had a load, load, load of boxes. Well, when it came time to
send the thing, | had a really great big problem — couldn’t find where to
send it to. So, ironically, | had to take that box...over to my church school,
and that was [not] what my intention was. Sometimes we have good
intentions of doing things, but sometimes the road in doing that, it seems
to be obstacles in the way.

How has your experience changed you, your perspective, and your
community? Experience beinglf.anything, I think I've shared with
people about going to Africa, why they should go.

Absolutely, | had to up the bar in my studying and my understanding
of the history and culture of our people. I've been a lot more vigilant in
terms of how | document and video and film that | shoot over there, and,
now, my challenge, having been a few times, is to demystify the
continent, to show the people here what home is about, and to show the
people at home certain aspects of what we're experiencing here. That's
been my challenge, so, now that I've got — I've got the video, and I've got
contact with a handful of elders, yourself, Brother Small, and, really
batting down the hatchets, to get them to get the statements to complete
the work, that's what the internet and all of these vehicles of expression,
it's just no excuses. | know the ancestors are, like, look Brother X, what
more do you need. You've been over two or three times, let’s start getting
things to happen, so we can start making these connections.

Well, I guess it has changed the community because I'm in the
community, and it's changed me in that, | always talk about Afrika, and
everybody — all Afrikans and Americans — should go there at least once in
their life to make the connection. But, if you're not able to go, you should
help somebody else to go. | talk about it all of the time, how important it
is that we make sure we claim Afrika as a homeland, because without a
homeland we don't exist as Afrikans. If there are no Afrikans, there are no
Afrikans in America.

So, has it changed you in any wd8 changed me in the fact, that
I’'m proud that I'm from Afrika. Some people still say “Why do you go to
Afrika? Why do you go there every year?” “Why not!?” That's where
your roots are, you might not want them to be from there, but that's where
your roots are. So, it's changed me in the sense that | feel the need to go
there as much as | can.

Is there any one significant thing that you think has really changed
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Emy
(continued)

Joe

you, having gone; maybe from your personal experience, or, maybe, from
all your combined experiences@don’t know if | can think of any one

thing. But, wholly as a person being able to understand recognize and
understand the world, the whole perspective of what goes on, and how
everything is interrelated, and how countries, other countries - other than
countries in Afrika — how they are related, and how dependent they are on
Afrika and the resources that’s provided are means for me to really think
about the world as a whole, not that we’re all so much individuals, but
how everything is interrelated.

My perspective is that since I've gone to and traveled to Africa, that
there’s more out there to see. It makes....and, also, in that same note, |
will never take anyone else’s second hand information as to be valuable,
in regards to Africa, unless | go and see it myself. When | came back from
Africa, | had the opportunity, | must have spoke about it to my friends to
try to encourage them to travel more. We need to get rid of these
preconceived ideas which other people have give to us, there’s no need to
fear Africa. Prior to my travels, talking about it to certain individuals,
again, people have these preconceived ideas that it's nothing but a waste
land, and it has nothing to offer. And, again, maybe, what they were
taught, maybe what they were, or, maybe they weren’t taught, maybe, it's
just a lack of information and not knowing. The only way to know about a
particular place or country is to get the information yourself, and to
explore. My main goal is to find out where | can contribute, and how can |
be of service to individuals that have less than me.

My perspective is that since I've gone to and traveled to Africa, that
there’s more out there to see. It makes....and, also, in that same note, |
will never take anyone else’s second hand information as to be valuable,
in regards to Africa, unless | go and see it myself. When | came back from
Africa, | had the opportunity, | must have spoke about it to my friends to
try to encourage them to travel more. We need to get rid of these
preconceived ideas which other people have give to us, there’s no need to
fear Africa. Prior to my travels, talking about it to certain individuals,
again, people have these preconceived ideas that it's nothing but a waste
land, and it has nothing to offer. And, again, maybe, what they were
taught, maybe what they were, or, maybe they weren’t taught, maybe, it's
just a lack of information and not knowing. The only way to know about a
particular place or country is to get the information yourself, and to
explore. My main goal is to find out where | can contribute, and how can |
be of service to individuals that have less than me.
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Loss of
Mother’s
love

Makeba

Nursie

My two trips did not change me or my community. Being raised in
NYC and being a child of the sixties during the civil rights movement,
with an Nigerian Uncle, | have not experienced feeling really relaxed and
comfortable and being an acceptable part of any community, NY, the
USA, Brazil, the Caribbean, Panama, and Europe.

It has changed me a lot..l do not need as much as | thought | needed to
survive. | can get by with a little of nothing. After seeing how the people
over there can take so little and make so much out of it. It has made me
appreciate everything that | have, knowing that if | wanted it to be
different...be extravagant | could, but | do not find it necessary after
seeing, being over there and seeing how they can just manage with so
little. So...I don't know, I just feel differently about a lot of things now.

| am forever telling them how they can also not have that because so
many of our people over there don't have all the things that we have here,
yet they manager and you can be comfortable with what you have. Yet
appreciate what you have but you do not have to follow the Jones. Just be
comfortable and happy. They seem to be very happy with the little that
they have and we have so much and are so ungrateful. And they are
grateful for whatever they get.

Well, the experience has just made me a little more aware ofamino |
Knowing that there are people in Africa who are intellectual, who are very
much human, who are very much caring, and quite knowledgeable, and,
the fact that, now, | can communicate with them, it makes me feel pretty
good, pretty decent.

Has any of those experiences that you've discovered for yourself been
translated to others in the community; community being all the folks that
you know and interact with herewould say, | guess | interact more with
people at my job even though I voice to them a lot about Africa, and the
beauty of Africa, they seem to listen and take note. | don’t know what
they're thinking, but they show quite a bit of interest in it, when | speak
about the different things that | experience in Africa, I've seen in Africa
As far as changes them, | don’t know if it changes them or the fact that
they just listen to me talk, and afterwards, say, oh, okay, and then go on.

That’s okay because you may not never ever know as far as that
change. Would you have done that prior to going to Africa? You probably
wouldn’t have had a reference, a personal reference in which to speak.
No, | wouldn’t. Yeah, coming....going and coming back gave me that
knowledge.

205



TABLE XXIV (Continued)

Participants Excerpts/Comments Interview Question 17

How has the experience changed you, your perspective, your
community?

Poochie

Tiye

| appreciate the way | live in the United States. | do have soraé hatr

toward white people. | wouldn’t say hate, I just dislike the way my
ancestors were treated, and that causes me to dislike people sometimes in
a lot of ways, but other than that, it was...other than that was fine.

Okay, so it changed you to appreciate more of the way youRligit.
And, to appreciate people more for who and what they are.

Do you see any changes in your community based on the changes in
you?Not really.

| realize that | have to do more. | have to step up to the plate as an
African American, and stop watching others do it, or expect others to do
it. I know that | really have to get busy, do the foundation to do a
scholarship fund. And, also, I try not to throw away things. | try not to
take things for granted, and say, ohhh, | can get another...tomato, and, let
the tomatoes sit out and rot. | try not to do those types of things.

| know when | came home, my mother, my family asked “how was
your trip” and when | saw them, | told them the experience that they
wanted to be educated. They have a thirst for education, they’re very, very
intelligent. Some can speak three and four languages, very intelligent
people. My community...besides for my family — it's just me, my
boyfriend, and my family, | don’t really go out into the community that
much, or speak up much like a speaker in the community. But, if | had the
opportunity to tell them, | would tell them that they do want to be
educated. They do take their education seriously, and if you want to go
out and do a drive or to get school books for them, they would be more
than willing to have those things — to have books, to have pencils.

In trying to hear what you just said — am | correct in understanding
that you meant that you experienced some things, you came back, you
gave...you shared your experiences with your family, and, in that, you
told them what some of the people in Africa did, do, have, speak
languages, etc., and, that education is valuable, and what they can do is
to possibly collect things to help and share with that African side of the
family — the whole familyres.

In that, that’s changing the community. The question to you is how has
your experience changed the community or does something for the
community, and from what | heard you say, you took your experience, you
shared it, and you gave the community, by sharing it in the community,
and, now, the community is charged to do somethieg.

And, so you have, in essence, attempted to make a change within your
community. Even though, you don’t go out and become a spelaker...
know that one of the young ladies that came with us and her mother, they
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Tiye
(continued)

Toni

Yaw

said they were going to do a school supply drive, | can connect them that
way, but I'm not doing a school supply drive. | could tell them, but telling
and doing is two different things when | don’t have that connection...|
don’t have a means to send it there for them to get it, but | can connect
them through the young lady and her mother.

| don’t take anything for granted. I'm thankful, you know, I'm more
appreciative of what | have, and so...it makes me....my experience going
to Africa...it has made me want to know more about my ancestors; where
they originated from, some of the things they had to endure, which hurts
but I need to know it because it just strengthens me to know that they had
such....that they fought so hard. It makes me think....it makes me think
about my ancestors, | think about them a lot. | hurt because | know they
went through a lot, they were mistreated, and killed, and beaten, and, oh,
boy. My community? | feel myself getting involved in more organizations
| have, and I'm always expressing to them that they all need to take the
trip to the Motherland.

Why do they have to “take that trip?” Why can’t you just tell them
about it?No, | don’t care what anyone tells you until you go there...|
could remember before leaving to go on that first trip, and being at the
African poetry theatre, and they were telling us what to expect, and how
they had enjoyed the trip, like Alice, and those who had gone before me,
and | was excited, but until you go there, you just don’t get it. You have to
experience it. It's an experience of a lifetime. Because every tjog |
I'm telling you | am happier than the time before.

Well, we never did put up Christmas lights, still don’t put up Christmas
lights. We celebrate Kwanzaa instead. Always talking about Afrika “when
you going back to Afrika, you ain’t lost nothing in Afrika.” | quote
Malcolm X “yes, you did, we lost our mind in Afrika.”

So, in going to Afrika, did you find “your mind®h, yes.

What does that mean? Share with me how you found your Tiiace
was no, um, | didn’t see any prejudice, from the people that we met.
People just treated us so good, you know. And, I'm always wearing
something that came from the Motherland.

Say that again’'m always wearing something that came from the
Motherland, like my bracelet.

That came from the Motherland, okay@ah. | noticed that over there
they wear European clothes, but over here we wear Afrikan clothes,
there’s an attachment there somewhere. Here we wear Afrikan ¢lothes
over there Afrikans wear American clothes, European clothes. It seems so
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Participants Excerpts/Comments Interview Question 17
How has the experience changed you, your perspective, your
community?
Yaw strange, | am walking around with my kufi [Afrikan hat] and they are

(continued) wearing their top hats you know. But, that was okay, you know.
Why do you think that isi? was taken over there, the style was taken
over there and it was told this is what you have to wear. The people over
there said, oh, this is what was happening, and it's not what's happening.

Interview Question 18

What do you now do differently after returning?
TABLE XXV
EXCERPTS OF PARTICIPANTS’ RESPONSES TO

WHAT DO YOU NOW DO DIFFERENTLY
AFTER RETURNING?

Participants Excerpts/Comments Interview Question 18
What do you now do differently after returning?

Akosia | try to get to know more people in the US who are from Africa. There
seems to be a rift between African and Blacks [Africans born in Americal.
A cultural divide. Blacks don’t treat them nice. | want to get to know folks
from Africa and they to learn more about us. There is a divide each try to
stick together. When | visit their houses | am the only American there. |
reach out trying to show all of us don’t think the way they may think we
think. Some African American asks offensive questions like “Where do
you live and what do eat?” They have to reply African people do not swing
from trees, and eat each other. They live in houses and eat food. Education
is needed on both sides to bridge the divide.

Baracha Well, the one thing that | like to do is wear African clothing for no
other reason other than | have it. And watch how | am received. When |
where my African clothing and | go into the barber shop to get my hair cut
the raunchy video get turned off immediately. Men stop me in the street
and said Sister you look beautiful. I wish my wife would wear her hair like
that. | wish my wife would wear clothing like that. Now | come back the
next day with my jeans and tee shirt and nobody pays any attention. But
there is something about wearing African attire in America thattgets
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Participants Excerpts/Comments Interview Question 18

What do you now do differently after returning?

Baracha
(continued)

Bebe

respect. Sometimes with a knuckle-head hoodlum on the corner Ms. you
look beautiful. Yeah! Very interesting. It's as though they understand that
there is a difference and they are holding it in high esteem but they are
still hanging out with the hoochie mamas...not encouraging them to
emulate. But that is where those of us who have the opportunity to travel
MUST CONTINUE to talk to our young people.
One other thing that changed...| when into one barber shop and they were
opening up a tattoo parlor. | looked at the tattoos that they were...I said
this is not good. | said you are servicing African American people. We are
not Chinese | said | am going to bring you something, | am going to !
it to you because YOU need to understand...and my sacred (I did replace
it) my Adinkra Symbol Chart. | said STUDY THE AFRICAN
SYMBOLS. SEE WHAT THEY MEAN. And if our people are going to
decorate their bodies, it should be WITH SYMBOLS FROM THEIR
PEOPLE. Cause they are not Chinese.

And how is that working out3o far, so good. | have not gotten a
tattoo.

Did the person receive that welfzs, he did. | have gone back from
time to time and they are loving the GYE NYAMEXcept God'—
represents the omnipotence of God and the fearlessness of the]faithful
the SANKOFA [return and fetch it'—represents the importance of
learning from the pastNKYIN KYIN ['the 'twisting'—represents
versatility and initiative] oh they love that, and all the different ones. |
said okay, you put it on their body but did you put it in their minds. Oh
yeah, they were copying it down on pieces of paper because they wanted
to know. This is...makes them seem very, very proud...Man, this is
Africa...This is from Africa. So if we take time to educate them to let
them know that no our history didn't start on the slave blocks here in
Charleston and up and down the coast of the Caribbean. All of this culture
that we had over there...l showed one kid a picture of an Ashanti King
with the gold and | said and that is not "stupid gold"... that's real gold.
You see those men attending...he's got so much gold on his arm, he can't
lift his arm. Those men are to lift his arm when he waves to the people.
That is solid gold from his land! And what are you wearing? Stupid
gold...take that off and put on some beads from Africa until you can get
over there and buy some African gold. [Laughing] Sometimes they just
say Okay..okay.

| don’t do anything. I like my African garb. | do wear a lot of African
clothes.
Do you receive any comments about your attidd? most of the time,
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Participants Excerpts/Comments Interview Question 18

What do you now do differently after returning?

Bebe
(continued)

Brother X

Emy

you know, it's look — 000, look what you’ve got on, you know. If | go to
church, I'll wear it, you know, they don't really pay...you know, because
they see me in African clothes.

Can you go back to, maybe, the first tinhe®n’t remember. | believe
it was long before | went to Africa.

| would have to say, | pray more now. | pray more now. Now, more
than ever. | eat with my hands more. | had some Ceebu-jen today. |
thought about you.

| eat with my hands, and every now and then, my daughter will join in.
| eat a little more with my hands. Anytime now if I'm in a taxi, or ima
restaurant, or if I'm in the market, | make a point of speaking to my
African brothers and sisters. | going to ask them where they're from. If
they say Nigeria, I'm going to say “Kedu.” If they say they’re from
Senegal, I'll say “Na nga deflf they say they're from South Africa, I'm
going to say “Sawubonalf they say they’re from Ethiopia, I'm going to
say “Teanastellen.” Just to get that, they look, and, say, wow. And, then,
they'll hit me with three sentences. They give me a hug, and we’ll talk a
little bit. The thing is that | make a point of making a connection. | bought
a hat today. | still haven’t been able to discern specific languages; | have
to work a little harder. Most of the vendors, if | hear them speak, | can
catch the Wolof. | got the hats, and | gave him the money, and, he said
thank you, and, | said “noko-boko" (Wolof for we share this) in other
words...”you’re welcome.”, and the other brother said, ahhhh, and, so, |
waved. It’'s just connections. | just need to work, study harder, pick up a
few more phrases, a little more language, and, I'm learning.

| don’t know, except talk about it more, read about it more. When | go
on the internet, | check the news, | check the international news, and
sometimes I'll put in a country and see what’s going on there. When | get
the local paper, | check to see what they say about Afrika, as well as, Haiti
and other black countries. So, | read about it more, and | want to read
about it more, and | want to know about it more, about what's going on in
Afrika and other minority...[entities].

What do you do with that informatioth8hare it with others. If there’s
something that requires action or telephone call or email, or something,
I'll send out emails. | get emails regarding — from a lawyer —ttiks$
about Haiti, and what’s going on in Haiti. | learn from this lawyer, in an
email, that European women are going to Afrika, women in their 50’s and
60’s, going to Afrika to have sex with young men, young Afrikans. They
go there, they buy these little things for them, it’'s like what they are doing
is making them gigolos. They go there, and “hook up” with these young
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Participants Excerpts/Comments Interview Question 18

What do you now do differently after returning?

Emy
(continued)

Joe

Loss of
Mother’s
love

Makeba

Nursie

Poochie

men in Afrika. But, for them, it's a means of getting some money, getting
some new shoes, new shirts, new pants, oteviea, but that was the mc
recent emails that I've gotten that we should know about.

| try to be mindful of not wasting things, whether it be water, whether it
be food. Sometimes, I think | have a tendency to buy food in abundance
just because it’s there. And, | have to realize that there are people in
Africa and many other parts of the world, who don’t have the
opportunities like I do, so, | try to be mindful in that way to be a little
more conscientious of how | utilize food. | try to be a little bit more
giving, seeing, first-hand, how people live day-to-day, it makes you want
to give more of yourself.

Nothing.

| don't waste. | don't waste, especially food. There was a tinnel whe
decided that | don’t want the rest of this and would just throw it away. But
now, | think about what | am preparing and how much | am preparing. If |
have to freeze it, | freeze it. | don't waste. As a matter of fact | d@ste
too much of anything anymore. Going to a factory over there, | found that
the materials they were using in the factory...you saw very little waste i
that factory. They utilize every little scrap and that is something that we
don’t do here. | don’t need the rest of this you throw it away. Over there
they find a use for it. So | find myself doing the same thing here instead of
saying of I'll just throw this away. I'll try to find a use for it or try to find
someone who can use it rather than throw it away. Even if | have to sit it
outside for garbage, I'll put a sign on it that says "Take Me." Before |
would just dump it in the garbage can but now | will put a sign on it.
That's a little different for me

| think just my awareness of those who that | meet here that are from
Africa, letting them know that | appreciate their culture because their
culture really isn’t my culture, but I've been....they allow me to share
with them. So, | always let them know that I've been there, | appreciate
them, I'm eager to go back, and I'm wiling to be any support that | can to
them

| appreciate my way of living better, | appreciate myself, and, in a lot of
ways, | appreciate others since I've been back from Africa.

Can you elaborate on any one of those — your way of living? How is it
different or how you appreciate yourself better or othérs&t a little
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TABLE XXV (Continued)

Participants Excerpts/Comments Interview Question 18
What do you now do differently after returning?

Poochie different. | try to stop eating all that food that’s no good for you because |

(continued) noticed in Africa people were very healthy, they weren't large. Theis
were basically from the water, from the land, and it wasn’t a whole lot of
fried food. It was, basically, rice...it was broiled, boiled, whatever. So, |
did get away from the fried foods, the unhealthy foods.

Tiye Now, that I'm back, as | said before, | try not to waste so much. The
clothes that | know are good, | try to make sure | pack them, and give
them to, like, Big Brother/Big Sister. If | knew that someone was going to
Africa, | would definitely donate the clothes to them for Africa. | make
sure that | don't just throw things away. | don’t say there’s no need for
this anymore because someone else can use it.

Toni A lot of things. The way | receive my people, African Americans or
Africans, people from the Motherland. I'm different in how | deal with
them. It's also made me suspect of Caucasians. I'm very careful, after
going there, I'm very careful about how | deal with them now back in the
States.

And, how do you do that, how are you more careful? What do you do or
don’t do?l limit my conversation with them. | don’t know...there’s some
pain and | have a problem with dealing with them as a whole, Caucasians
as a whole, | have a problem. After what my people have gone through,
after going there visiting Gorée Island and seeing how they wascsinffe
rooms and mistreated like they were animals. | don’t think...I think that
even today it has continued to move from generation to generation, they
still see us as being animals. After going there, and knowing how they
treated us, | don’t feel like they look at us any different now than they did
then.

You sid in receiving African Americans and Africans you deal with
differently, can you describe a contadt@s, there was a time where |
didn’t have time....you know, I didn’t look forward to talking to them or
going into Harlem and going to 11 &treet. | always avoided them like
they were different, you know. Now, I'm always looking to talk to them,
I’'m always happy to let them know I've been to Africa, I've been to their
home. So, I'm always looking forward to talking to them.

Yaw Talk to my brothers and sisters about it. | have an Afrikan ministry — |
attend an Afrikan Ministry where we greet each other with “Eem Hotep
and Shem Hotep.” The ministry is like | am in an Afrikan Village.

Tell me a little bit more about thai®e meet on Sundays from 1 — 4,
and we talk Afrikan. We talk, do our ritual, and talk about the ancestors.
We have guest speakers down there like Professor Smalls and Leonard
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Excerpts/Comments Interview Question 18
What do you now do differently after returning?

Yaw
(continued)

Jeffries. A lot of good people come down there. They give us a story too.
They give us our story, not his story.

What do you mean by “our story / his story®ell, his story is HIS
story. Our story is the black story, the Afrikan story. His story is the
Caucasian story.

This group that — the Afrikan ministry that meets Sundays come to share
and hear our storiesyes.

And, how is that received and what kind of differences or impact do you
see that making on the attendeés.a positive impact for the people that
are there want to be there; if you don’t want to be there, don’t come. The
people that come there, they want to be there, they want the stories. A lot
of them don’t know our story, all they know is his story, so we give our
story. All of Afrika — we start with Kemet to Senegal to all of them.

How long has that been going on? 7 - 8 years now.

Interview Question 19

Has your relationship with others changed after returning?

TABLE XXVI

EXCERPTS OF PARTICIPANTS’ RESPONSES TO
HAS YOUR RELATIONSHIP WITH OTHERS
CHANGED AFTER RETURNING?

Participants

Excerpts/Comments Interview Question 19
Has your relationship with others changed after returning?

Akosia

Baracha

Not so much changed. | do talk a lot about Africa and try to influence
others to take a trip there. The relationship...with my brother and
members of my family...there is a divide. My brother wants nothing to
do with Africa; he is very negative and it upsets me. He says he does not
want to see a bunch of poor people. | get annoyed and upset that a man
his age is unable to.... | get defensive about it. We all need to travel to
know more about ourselves and each other

Yes it has. | am mindful of their ignorance because it is the same
ignorance | had before | started associating with "cultural people." And
that was the turning point in my life. | started going to festival and
participating in festivals where "AFRICAN" were there. Where my
African American friends and neighbors were speaking to them...some
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Participants Excerpts/Comments Interview Question 19

Has your relationship with others changed after returning?

Baracha
(continued)

Bebe

Brother X

in their own language...l was impressed with that. And | had just
started...yeah this is cool!...Yeah these are my people!...yeah
okay!...yeah, I'm down with this.

No.

You mentioned earlier about trying to get the education, the
knowledge with folks. Would that qualify with, maybe, helping to change
perspectives or your relationship with other peopleBoth times that |
went to Africa, | did a journal. Journaling experiences in Africa on both
trips, and coming back | held a journal reading in my house, and it was
quite positive. In fact, when I did it the first time everybody really
enjoyed it, so that when | went back again the second time and did it
again, | had just as much people because they enjoyed it the first time to
come back and do it again. | got very, very positive responses in doing
that. When | did the journal, I did it because...l didn’t do it to do a
journal reading, | let some of the people that | went to Africa with, they
came, and let them, you know be in the meeting and put their comments
in to though. The people that were there got a good understanding of
what was going on and what their daily things were. When | did the
journal, I think | did good because it was like “wow, I'm here, | gotta
write this down” you know, “I gotta take all of this in” but | was doing it
for me, not necessarily for somebody else. But | saw that all of the
information that | put in | needed to share that with everybody.

Having those readings, did people decide I'm going to go next year or
anything...”No, my girlfriend Diane, she was at one of my readings and
she wants to go. In fact, she’s hoping to go, if I do go back in July. From
me going and sharing my trip with her, and she’s got her attire and her
locs and everything, and she wants to go back to the ancestors there, and
to see what it’s all about. She’s, probably, the only one. | tried to see
whether or not my sister would be interested, but my sister has no want
to go there.

If anything has changed, to be honest, since I've been back, as I've
matured, and as I've grown, as I've grown knowledge about Africa;
there’s a responsibility to share. I've had situations, where I...I work at a
hotel, | do video sound at a hotel. You know in a hotel you've got Latino,
Asian, European, you've got continental Africans. | remember | had
walked into the cafeteria one day, and the interesting thing is as you
carry yourself with pride, and you carry your culture, there’s a
responsibility that comes with that. | walked in and there’s like 12 people
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Participants Excerpts/Comments Interview Question 19

Has your relationship with others changed after returning?

Brother X
(continued)

Emy

arguing in five different languages, an Asian brother trying to make a
point...so, | walked in and they were all in a corner, and they saw me,
they said, hey, we need to speak to you brother. So, | walked over, and
they all calmed down. There was a brother there who was from the
Dominican Republic. He was, not that this is of any consequence, I'm
just trying to give you the context...brown skin, dark skinned brother,
straight black hair, and, Spanish speaking. The argument that they were
trying to resolve was what race was he from. One group was saying that
he was African; another group said that he was Indian, I think, he said he
identified with, | believe, the Indio people of his region that he had come
from. Someone else said that he was Dominican, he said, yeah, I'm
Dominican. For someone who was listening to all of this insanity. At

first, | was, like, where do I plug in. | just said to myself, and my
statement to them was that...they were saying what race is he, and | said
there’s only one race. | said there’s only one race. | believe you're
confusing race with ethnicity and nationality. In terms of his nationality,

if he identifies with the Dominican Republic, he’s a Dominican national.
Now, he may even be American. Ethnically, he may identify with a
particular indigenous group from that region, that’s his prerogative. | said
there’s only one race, and that’'s the human race. Then, | walked away. |
had to glance back, and, they were all, like, uhhhh, yeah. So, as much as
you learn, you have a responsibility to get it right, and to share. I'm
working a little more with young people, and, | think just as importantly

Is sharing our history and information of the culture with the elders, the
older people, not the elders, they're teaching me. A lot of our young
adults, 30, 40, 25 year olds, some of the things that are coming out of
their mouths is scary, | know, | have to work harder.

No, | don’t know that it's changed so much except people who know
that | go there every year, they're “oh, where are you going next’year?
They're like, “oh, well, | know where you're going next year, you're
going to Afrika”. “Yes.” And, then, “well, where are you going in
Afrika? Haven't you been to every place in Afrika?” “No, not yet. |
haven't gotten to half the countries in Afrika.”

The relationships remain about the saffieey were good
relationships, and they’re still good relationships.

Okay. | guess what I'm trying to get to is was there any impact? Can
you see any impact on them based on what you’'ve shared withlthem?
think the fact that | talk about Afrika a lot, and remind them that they
should go, and, | go “when are you going to go? And they say “I'm going
to go” And, they say “Oh, | don’t know when I'm going to go.” And, |
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Emy
(continued)

Joe

Loss of
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say, “Well, you have to pick a day, | mean, pick a year, then, after you
pick the year, you pick the month; then, after you do that, you save your
money, so you know you're going. Because each time they know that
I’'m going they say “Oh, I'm going to go” and, | say, “when are you

going to go?” They say, “oh, you always ask me that.” “Well, when are
you going to go?” Sometimes | think they want to go when we talk about
it, but after the conversation there is no need to say or do anything. For
them it was just conversation for me, since they know | love to talk about
Afrika.

| would say so. I'm trying to be a little more family oriented,
and...the family unity is so much more important to me now than it was
before. I think..., and it may have a lot to do with the black American
experience in regards to slavery, how we were separated from each other
— mother from child, husband from wife — | think that psychologically
has impaired black American’s ability to be a family unit. | think my
experience in Africa has changed my view on that, family is very
important, and we actually have to....in order to....we have to become
unified in order to improve ourselves as black people, as a whole, as a
family, as a nation.

No.

I try to educate friend of mind that have not gone. A few of my friends
have gone with me over there. And they have enjoyed it. | try to educate
my friends here as to how it is over there as opposed to what they see on
TV. | take a lot of pictures and | share my pictures with them and explain
to them exactly how it is. They are surprised to see how ADVANCED
they are. Of course what they are seeing on TV is not what...the way it
really is there...in some parts of Africa. So | try to educate them...tb see i
through my eyes and my way of showing it to them is through videos and
pictures. Which they've appreciated it and now have a different outlook
of how it is living in Africa. And they understand why | go back. Each
time | go | try to get someone to go with me and | have been successful
quite a few times...so | am happy about that

I think I'm just a little more aware of the Africans that are here. But,
as far as Americans, that hasn’t changed much. As far as the Caucasian
race, | don’t think it changed me, it just made me more aware of my
surroundings and who | really am, and where am | really going.
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Nursie
(continued)

Poochie

Tiye

Toni

Can you give an example of any one of those — you’re aware of your
surroundings, you’re aware of where you're going, aware of who you
really are, what is that®kay, being aware of my surroundings is
knowing that | really didn’t...this is temporary, | really came from a
place far away, my ancestors, and that was home for them. It's not home
for me because | haven’t been there long enough to say this is home. But,
knowing that my ancestors came, and that was their home. As far as the
people, just knowing that they're my people, that we’re all in it together.

And, that allows you to know where you’re goir@?, most
definitely.

We may have touched on some of that back here when you said that
you appreciate other¥.es.

Has your experience changed you and your perspective, or your
community? Your answer: there was a hatred towards white people, or a
dislike for white people. So given that, then has your relationship with
others changed after returning. Do you think.Ye&s, somewhat towards
white people. Yes.

I think so. | think I'm less tolerant of what...l can’t change what
someone experienced, but | wouldn't just let someone degrade another
person’s ethnicity, another person’s customs. | think I'm less tolerant. |
think it helped me....not that | didn’t accept other people’s customs and
beliefs, but it helps you to be more open, because even though | consider
myself, | can use the term a “displaced African” you still have different
customs and different beliefs, and so, you have to be able to tolerate
everybody’s customs and beliefs, and so it changed me in that way.

Yes.

In what wayMy relationship with black people as a whole, because |
think there’s so much more we can do - that we need to do to connect
with our brothers and sisters back in the Motherland.

And, how do you see that....what's a way of that chaiging to
them, constantly trying to be in their company or finding new places to
see when I'm in Africa. Things that we have here that they don’'t have
that we can take to them. Just...whatever | can do, | don’t know I'm
always looking for something to do or someway of doing something
different.

But, with the people that you know here, your community, the folks
that you interact with here in America, has your relationship with them
changed after you've gone to Afric&. Oh, no, no.

| think you said, at some point that you're talking with them, you're
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Toni
(continued)

Yaw

trying to tell them to go, they need to go and experience it for themselves.
They need to go, right.

...and | just wonder if that....have you seen any changes, has anything
happened differently between those people here based on what you and
that person had before now what you and that person have after you've
come backThe only one’s that | have....because...when | talk to some
my brothers and sisters here who have never gone to the Motherland, and
you say “oh, it’s a trip that you should take” some of them say, “oh, I'm
not from there, why would | want to go there” because, just like,
before...me before going the first time, | didn’t see a need to go there,
but once...after going there, | see a need to go back. | see a need to go
back, | see a need to connect with my brothers and sisters across the
water, over there in that continent. We need it, we need it. We are so
divided, we a split up and messed up.

And, that's what you’re trying to communicate to other folksat’s
right. That there’s so much to know, that there’s so much they don’t
know

Yes. Well, the people know that I'm an Afrikan, you know, there’s no
doubt about it. You're going to Afrika and stuff, tell them the black stuff.
So, I tell them the good stuff, you know.

What's the impact that you see in terms of how it's changed somebody
else?Well, when they come down to the ministry, when | invite
somebody down and they show up, they first walk into the door, they
look around and look around. Then when we get into it, they get into it
too.

And, what about you coming back, how has it changed Weir? I'm
learning more about Afrika. A lot of things I didn’t know, | didn’t know
a lot of things, and, now I’'m aware of them. When | greet a person |
usually say “Ankh Uja Sneb,” like that, you know. Not greet them in the
old European way, like Hello; hell is low.

It's a greeting, a greeting. You cross your hands in front of your
chest...and, then, you say, “Ankh Uja Sndlerbss your arms in front of
your chest and, then, you open your hand ,and extend your hand out in
front, then, rubbing your hands togethegy “duwa.”

You're wishing them a good life, health, prosperity.

Okay, versus helloYes

Interview Question 20
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Participants Excerpts/Comments Interview Question 20

What are your new expectations?

Akosia

Baracha

Bebe

Brother X

To build a house in Ghana and convince my family to come home to
Africa at least once.

To get more of the African people in the Diaspora in tuned with
Africa. | use the analogy of Sankofa. Sankofa states that it is never to late
to go back and fetch that which was left behind. But | added something to
that. And it is simply this. We need to go back and fetch that which was
hidden from us, because it was hidden for a reason! | feel mentally
stronger...having seen the Ashanti’'s and going and listening to the
folklore and knowing that my people were GREAT centuries ago. They
call us the sun people, the ice people were living in caves...we were
doing eye surgery and nobody was going to tell that story until Black
people researched it. And all of that was hidden from us for a reason. And
IT IS EMPOWERING! And sometime it could be even be dangerous
because | do go off sometimes.

No, just to see more. | don’t know in going to other parts of Africa, |
tend to believe there’d all just basically be the same it would just be
another country of Africa. But, | would like to experience the different
cultures of Africa. Basically, most of them live, maybe, the same type
things — do the same sort of things, maybe, | guess. | would like to see, |
don’t what I'd expect, but | know there is something to see.

New expectations on the continent? I'm just trying to follow up on
what I've experienced. Just making stronger alliances, studying harder
trying to find a way to build legitimate relationships and bridges for the
people at home. | try to stay the course, I think this is the path that's been
laid out for me, and | think the fact that being into the media lays a firm
foundation for me in terms of my responsibility, so | just have to up the
bar, and start finishing this stuff and getting it out there. I'll be keeping
you posted.
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TABLE XXVII (Continued)

Excerpts/Comments Interview Question 20
What are your new expectations?

Emy

Joe

Loss of
Mother’s
love
Makeba

Nursie

Poochie

Tiye

Toni

In going to Afrika? Well, my expectations are always to learn about
the country, and the customs, and the practices there in whatever country
| visit. The new countries - the new expectation is to learn about what
goes on there, and to be able to relate it to what I've seen or grown up
with, or what goes on here in the US.

I don’t know if | can think of any one thing. But, wholly as a person
being able to understand recognize and understand the world, the whole
perspective of what goes on, and how everything is interrelated, and how
countries, other countries - other than countries in Afrika — how they are
related, and how dependent they are on Afrika and the resources that’s
provided are means for me to really think about the world as a whole, not
that we're all so much individuals, but how everything is interrelated.

I’'m charging myself with trying to do more travel. My goal is to se
up a fund for, some type of fund, a fund for, maybe, one of the university
students so that they can pursue their educations, their dreams. Instead of
being selfish, and thinking about myself, helping someone out that
definitely has less than I, and improving their quality of life

None.

| do want to learn Wolof. | am going to work very hard in 2008 to
learn at least...twenty words in Wolof so that | will be able to
communicate a more effectively with them

My new expectations? You know what, | hope one day to have better
interactions, to have better interactions with people from Africa, and,
possibly, do some form of trade — communication trade, and an
economical phase.

To be able to help. To be able to send whatever | can there. To be
able to help those | have come in contact with. To be able to send
supplies for the children in school, clothes, shoes, books, even money.
Hoping that things will get better there for them

New expectations are to give more. To make sure that I'm being the
best person | can be to help others.

My new expectations...l would love to own a home there. | would
love to start a business there. | would love to bring a couple of them here
to the United States and show them that it's not what they think, you
know they think we can go outside and pull money off a tree. They don’t
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TABLE XXVII (Continued)

Participants Excerpts/Comments Interview Question 20
What are your new expectations?

Toni know we really work hard...we have to really work hard to make that
(continued) trip, well, some of us do, | know | do. So, I think that’s it

Yaw To travel, to hit some more Afrikan countries. Possibly to take my
pictures, concentrate on the children — taking pictures of the children.
That’'s what you’re planning to do. What do you think you’ll find
when you go back, expecting when you go back on your nextWlit?
I’'m not sure — friendships, hope to see some more people that look like
me.

Interview Question 21

Having been to Africa, what does America mean to you?

TABLE XXVIII

EXCERPTS OF PARTICIPANTS’ RESPONSES TO
HAVING BEEN TO AFRICA, WHAT DOES
AMERICA MEAN TO YOU?

Participants  Excerpts/Comments Interview Question 21
Having been to Africa, what does America mean to you?

Akosia In Africa | feel so alive and returning to America afteris@gpver a
month in Ghana was a little depressing. America may have a lot of
material things but Africa is where my heart is. Just the fact | could not
wake up and go out to the street and get fresh pineapple was a big let
down. America can be quite dull. Africa may be many things but dull,
NEVER, for me. America is dull. Over there, there is a rhythm...Africa
has a rhythm...moving to the beat. Here you have to deal with all this
phony stuff. When | came back after spending a month in Ghana as | got
closer and closer to my house, | became depressed and more depressed.
In Ghana | can go buy pineapple fresh off the tree...now that morning |
could not DO that, | WAS MAD AND ready to turn around and go back.
So AFRICA IS A MAGIC PLACE it is full of problems it is MY mother
and you love her...whatever.
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Participants Excerpts/Comments Interview Question 21

Having been to Africa, what does America mean to you?

Baracha

Bebe

Brother X

Emy

Well, America is where | was born. And | think the older | get the
more | realize how powerful Willie Lynch was in his doing and |
understand why he had to do what he had to do. Having said that, having
read his writing it is my crusade to inform as many as will listen about
the brainwashing that we are still living today. A lot of Black folks don't
want to hear it. But those who do...you can pull it up on the computer;
you can go to the library and get it. You need to understand what was
done to us and why it was done to us. It was never intended that we on
this side reconnect with Africa. That was never the intention. Yeah, send
them back to Liberia, fine. But we were never supposed to connect
culturally. So when I go, when | was working... and | went into a meeting
wearing my Kente, having cut my processed dyed hair... WOE...What's
up with that ...Back to my roots!...Well, what country are you
from?...At this time | have no idea...so | claim the whole continent. So
this year | am from Ghana, next year it will be Mali. Since | don't know, |
claim EVERYTHING! But now | know!

All the riches that we have, and how we are so blessed. Well, you
know | used the word struggle, it would be a struggle for us, it wouldn’t
be a struggle for them because they have to live that way. It makes us
more appreciative of we have lights, and gas, and roaring fire just
about...

America? America is an interesting thing....country becauseisio m
of what America has is a direct result of Africa, so, if anything America
owes a significant debt to the continent of Africa. Now, | know most
educated adults understand that, whether they're willing to share what
they have, or what they’'ve gained is a whole ‘nother story. Whether they
believe that they should give anything back, or whether they believe the
injustices they’'ve committed, | don’t even know if any of them give a
second thought to the atrocities that were committed, and continue to
exist. With that said, eventually America is going to have to pay,
because, you know, it's out of their hands...what goes around, comes
around. So, part of my challenge, at the earliest, this might sound a little
selfish, but part of my challenge is to be home before that day in my
lifetime. It's interesting, as long as we get that one last flighbbhere,
it's going to be all good.

Well, it doesn’t mean much. I'm here, | was born here, | grew up here.
| don’t know that it means, it doesn’t mean a lot to me, because of the
way it is. The way it operates - because of the majority of the bills, the
rules, the regulations, that are passed are things that hamper the
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Participants Excerpts/Comments Interview Question 21

Having been to Africa, what does America mean to you?

Emy
(continued)

Joe

Loss of
Mother’s
love

opportunities of Afrikans here in America—the achievements of
Afrikans. The constant battle against the powers; and, unfortunately,
those who control the situation define the situation. And, because we
have very little control here in America, we’re not able to define much of
what goes on especially how it affects us.

America is not a homeland for Afrikans. They used us, we were
enslaved, we built this country, and we still have no rights. We have
none. Everything we do, every opportunity we get, every dollar we make,
every anything that we get or acquire requires a fight.

Now, that I've been to Africa, sometimes, | have so much disdain for
what America means, and American values. To be honest there wouldn’t
be an America if it wasn't for the efforts of blacks, of the slaves that
were here. America is, pretty much, built on the backs of slavery. It's
disheartening to me, and so much has been taken from Africa, and one of
the main resources were the people. Africa hasn’t had the opportunity to
thrive and to grow. Still today, Africa is being raped, natural resources
are leaving — gold, diamonds from South Africa — everything is being
taken out of Africa to build up other nations, and it’s really
disheartening. You can’t expect people, or the African nation to become
independent and to grow when too many things are being taken away
from it. Again, its still being, | think, being colonialized, and people are
taking everything away from it. It can’t prosper, the people can’t prosper,
the African nation can’t prosper.

Okay, now, let’'s see if we can encapsulate that...are you saying that
America needs to do all those things, or not do those things...now — that
you’ve seen with your own eyes what you’ve seehdof’t know if
America could really do anything for Africa. | think, pretty much, they
have done ENOUGH. America’s values are basically greed on greed.
Greed and what they can get from a nation to benefit themselves, | don’t
appreciate or like American values because of the hardships they have
caused to indigenous people - African indigenous people, Native
American — | really don’t think America can do anything for Africa now.
Right now, America is just a place where | could reside until | can find
somewhere else to, somewhere | can live where | can agree with their
value system. Basically, the bottom line is, | hate America and its value
system, that's the bottom line.

Having been to Africa does not change, in any way what America
means to me. America is still the place where my ancestors were brought
to work and build this country and make it rich. It is still a country where
Black Americans are discriminated against and are still treated as
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Having been to Africa, what does America mean to you?
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Makeba

Nursie

Poochie

Tiye

refugees when it comes to education, rights, access, respect and etc. It is
also a country that gives more (education, rights, access, respect and etc)
to immigrants than those descendants of these same slaves who
contributed so much to this country’s wealth, technology, and culture.

Well, since this is the only country | have ever actually lived m; | a
appreciative of what | have and what | have accomplished in America.
And | don’t think at this point in my life that | would give it up to go live
anywhere else. Because even thought | know Africa is my home | know
more of America than | do Africa. And so | have just kinda grown
accustomed to certain things here and | don’t know if | could manage a
year or the rest of my life over there. So...America means a lot to me.
There are a lot of things that | don’t like in America, which is the way we
are treated here. But | have seen a change being that | was paetyinai
the south. | have seen some change but we have a long way to go...and
hopefully one day it will get better.

It means that it's not my original home, but we were brought here for
a purpose — to help build America — and we were, besides the Indians, we
laid the groundwork for white America. Had it not been for my
ancestors, America would not be at the level that it is now because it was
off the sweat of my ancestors that America was built.

America needs a lot of help....a lot of help. There’s still a lot of
prejudice here, a lot of hatred between whites and blacks, more so from
the whites to the blacks. The United States needs a lot of help.

And, how would you...if it was in your power to do that, to make the
change, or provide the help, or to give somebody the words to do or to fix
that, what would that bePo try to make them understand that we are
equal. We were all born to die, we all bleed red blood, and, that they're
no better than we are. The whites are no better than the blacks.

I’'m here, | can be somewhere else, but America is just so....l can
educate myself, | can be able to retire comfortably, but, also help....I
guess | can use it as a stepping stone to be able to help other people. To
use it as a stepping stone to help other people. It’'s different,
America...everybody is so separated, and so worried about the hustle and
bustle. | don’t think we take enough time to enjoy each other’'s company.
Africa, you can see that they enjoy each other, enjoy each other’s
company. Their family is alive to them, especially in the village — you
have the father, their sons, their grand children. You don’t have that here,
you don’t have everybody in the same space, or in the same area, or in
the same state, everybody’s just all over the place, so it's hard to take the
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Having been to Africa, what does America mean to you?

Tiye
(continued)

Toni

Yaw

time out to tell your family you love them, you can tell your family over
the phone that you love them, but in person, to show it, and to do things
for your family.

So, in that did you....what you just said, did you realize that prior to
going to Africa, or did that revelation come?.Once | came back from
Africa, | realized that the extended family unit is there. Here we’te jus
all over the place, we're so scattered. The grandparents, our elders
are...if they haven't passed on, sometimes they’re not with us because
they're in a different state. That's what | realized, they're reaityilia
oriented.

Nothing. I'm sorry...l don'’t feel...wow, what does America mean to
me? I'm not impressed. | feel like I'm not wanted here, that if they could
send me to Africa they would — the Caucasians. America, | don’t have...I
have less love now than | did before because | know they have caused
some of the pain that those people are feeling over there, America has
caused some of that.

It doesn’t mean anything. I'm an Afrikan living in America.

Could you elaborate on that a little bi¥¥ell, the lies that we’'ve been
told, shooting of all the black, young youths, it's getting outrageous.
There’s a war going on here, there’s a war going on between “blacks and
whites.” We don’t have no guns, cradle of power. | always think about
what the soldiers did to the Indians when they put them against that wall
and gave them those blankets with typhoid. That was a terrible thing to
do. | always think about that, you know, when they shout about how
great America is. America is great, but the people in it are not.
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The Effect of Air Transportation on Culturalization: A Study of
African American Tourist Travel Impact

PARTICIPANT INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPTION
January 12, 2008 by telephone
AKOSIA
Travel — Transportation: What were your experience8

What were your travel experiences (airport, flight, cost, time)?
1995 first trip to Africa. JFK to Dakar about $2100 for 7 days. Flight took about 9
hours. Traveled on Air Afrique from Kennedy to Dakar, Africa.

Going/departing America

We had to leave here, to fly out of Atlanta to catch a flight to New York. Then we
had to spend the night in New York in order to make the flight out the following
morning. It was difficult because we had to spend the night in NYC to make sure we
made the flight, then. | think it is different now. | do remember being veriyeexand
experienced no difficulties departing Kennedy. | traveled first clka$isesie were no other
seats available. That was just incidental, the excitement was thedatimas GOING to
Africa for the FIRST time, and that is what really excited me.

While in Africa

Upon arrival | was shocked... it was kinda strange...l am use to things being
orderly.... In the US everything is so much more orderly and it looked like, whet | firs
got there, we would never get through here. In my mind | wondered how we would ever
get through. | saw all the people crowding around...I said how are we goingny ge
luggage...It looked like there was a bunch of stuff going on and I just could not fathom
how they get anything done at all. | do not know if it is still like that becausee|rat
been there in a while ...but | will see because | am going in May again. Sokindasa
surprise as that was the first time in an African airport and | wondered ivds the way
they do their business. But everything was okay...we got through...pushing and
shoving...whatever we had to do.

Some culture shock took place, but the joy of being in Africa made it all
worthwhile. | loved every moment of the trip. Gorée Island blew me awayuldl not
hold back the tears.

It was just so...l guess...l don’t know if it was a spiritual thing...it was just
something...it seems like something come over me....I just felt like | was gotkgrba
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time...l don’t know what happened...I really can’t explain it.... | felt so ... calm and
peaceful there, for some reason... it just looked like.... I don’t know how to explain it. |
just had a ... it wasn’t a culture shock ... it wasn’t a bad feeling ... and actually it was
good feeling. | felt really good about the island. | felt like it was...| wéitdestay there.

| actually wanted to spend the night, but they would not let us. So | don’t know ... it was
somewhere ... and | HAVE NOT been back. And | think about it a lot. You know, | am
planning to go again coming up this year. | will be going in May and | will tryke &a

little more account... write something down, if possible about my experience.

Returning to America

| was not ready to come back. The trip was only schedule for 7 days, but | paid for
and additional three days and even that was not long enough, but | had to get back, job
and other obligations calling. | JUST wanted to see more, and more of the people, and to
interact. | was having such a WONDERFUL TIME. It was just like...I don’t knavn
fact some of the stuff that | saw was just like going back in time. Becaudepw how
they have ... you'll see a cart, then you'll see somebody in a wagon. It was jus
fascinating. Just learning the culture, being with the people, going out ... eitdanthis
town called Touba. We interacted and here we were with these people in this town. |
guess it was like a religious pilgrimage for a lot people. We did so mamgsthihat | just
didn’t feel like | had a chance to experience enough of it. And | just needed to ba there
little bit longer. So | did extend it three more days. But that was about ... | had ¢éo com
back to work. So that was that.

How has aviation contributed to your needs in America (availability of
products)?

| use shea butter, buy clothes, | visit their stores. We have ...you know ...people
that own stores...Africans ... some African people here they import different tiAinds
| go to their store and buy some of the things out of their stores. It’'s not... | dgrét bu
lot of things because | don’'t know enough about a lot of...especially the different food
items. But | do patronize those places. Where ever | go | try to look that up.

Has aviation offered any conveniences to your life?

Yes since | hate driving long distances, its good to be able to afford to fly. | must
say | can’t image going to Africa other than by air.

Aviation has improved my life ... the fact that | do not have to drive when | go
...travel. | mean...l don'’t really particularly...it makes me...you know like | go home
Michigan...my family is in Michigan, | am in Alabama\When | get ready to go home
to family reunion or whatever, | can go with the ease of knowing that | will nobbe w
out from driving when | get...and | don’t have to think about driving the ten hours or
twelve hours to come back. So | like the convenience of flying. That is mainty wha
aviation does for me as an individual. It saves time and takes less toll on the gy A
get older you don’t really have the stamina to drive ten or twelve hours.

When was your last visit to West Africa?
March 2007 to Ghana, West Africa
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How many times have you been?
I've been 6 times

Why did you go?

| went to learn about African culture, to meet the people and see for myself what
Africa is all about.

In the summer of 1999, | had experienced a family tragedy, and needed to get
away. | met some students and joined them going to Ghana. There | met a few people
some have since visited me in America. My real reason for going wasddvansee the
culture of the African people and to learn from them. | wanted to see positive things
rather than the TV images of starvation and wars. My attitude was theyteaah me. |
recognize there are many people in need, | enjoyed, saw, and experiencqubaitare/
things. The family interactions really impressed me a lot; they hawndesful way of
interacting.

What truly surprised me was the dominance of religion. When you see a store
named the “Jesus Christ Cleansers” and the “Lord is my Sheppard Shoe Stareséit ¢
you to pause and wonder. The signs are everywhere, Christian named stass thgue
don’t really appreciate us telling them anything about their embracegibrelif you
have any thoughts that are not positive about Christianity, it is best you keep it to
yourself. They will get offended. At the same time they come to you with vpamghi
idols pictures. | have gotten away from all that worshiping idol picturessofs] | did not
go there to preach to anyone, but in the meantime they wanted me to buy these pictures
and calendars of Jesus. It was difficult trying not to offend, so | just saiddtquut
images in my house.

How do you think they go to be that way?

| think the English people [outsiders] when there, they convinced them, | suppose.
They did a very good job of it on the continent and here; they did the same thing here. |
guess you can almost do anything to anybody if you use the technique of making them
depended on you, and then you show them these images. | find we are a very spiritual
and religious people, and | guess if you see these people [outsiders] doing gouwvel
think their God is better, somehow. The question of how they did it is baffling, but it is
still going on. | think a lot of us here in the United States, we know, but we just go along
with what's going on now, because it has been going on for so long, and all our families
are connected to this. So we just stick with it because we figure it is not hurtingynobod
and we'll just stay with this. It seems to be working for us in a culturaheayyou
know, | don't do it...I am not into it anymore so | do not know how they keep it going.
When | went to the church on Gorée Island, they had a picture of the Pope, so there is a
little influence there in Senegal too. But in Senegal, most of them are Muslimg, and a
least they have a spiritual leader, who they revere, who is Black--theddsult makes
a little more sense to me; than having someone outside of yourself that yminay €
revere. And that's my take on Ghana and Senegal, the differences in their cultural
spiritual, religious, Muslin, Christian, influences.

How will you prepare for your next flight to West Africa?
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I’'m doing that now. | will try to get the best price and most direct fligtainl. ¢
am planning to return to Senegal in May. Home to America for a couple of weelgothen
back to Ghana.

If there were no direct trans-Atlantic flights how would you considetigey
there?

Most likely will have to go by way of Europe or North Africa. Akosia’s initia
reply to going by boat was an emphatic “No! | would not go by boladlon’t think so...
That would take a while...going by boat...if there was no direct flight...”

Why do they charge so much to go to AfrikR&dple have been discussing.
Airfare to Ghana is so much more than going to Europe. More people would go if the
prices were lower. $1500-1600 is too much to for the average person. If you can pay
$1100-1200 or less like going to Europe, more people would go. | intend to go to Africa
once a year. | would go two to three times a year if it was cheaper.

Stereotypes — Cultural Perceptions: How have you been affected?

What were your expectations and how were they met?
| tried to go with an open mind. | went there to learn about the culture and | did.

What surprised you and disappointed you?

| was disappointed in the western influence and a little surprised to see so much of
it going on. It appeared a lot of lot of them want to get away from everythincpAfri
Their hair is straightened, they use relaXghy don’t we try to keep and maintain the
braiding and the beautiful way we keep wear our h&d?many people bleach their skin,
the dress is western clothes versus African dress. It is their pigeggditcourse. It
seems the dress of the women in Senegal which is so beautiful is traditionahAlfric
was very disappointing seeing so much western influences.

Why would you consider another visit, given the opportunity?

Africa is a part of me. | could never conceive of not wanting to go there.dtfeel
home there, they are my people, they are my family, | am very much comddtiabe. |
do not have to...as compared to Europe. Europe was fine but it was not like being in
Africa. | can identify in Africa. Even the music....I know INSTINCTLNi¢$ is my home,
the beat, the music; | am in time with the rhythm. It's me, it is just the, @adehis is
the time where | don't have to think about “I am Black.” You know you are Black-so
what. Here you have to worry about what you.... When | go my blood pressure goes
down, | don’'t have any aches, all my pains go away. | sleep better. But wbebdck
home the aches and pains return. There | did not have any air conditioning, and | did not
complain; it did not bother me at all, | only had a little fan. I slept very. Wsllbody
works well there. | believe you just described HOME.

Are you looking at the African continent as home?

Yes! Africa is home. | want to build a house in Ghana, plans are in process. |
would like to leave that house as a legacy for my children and grandchildren. Some
friends of mine have already purchased the land and their home is in construction.
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Where are your ancestral roots?

My roots are most likely West Africa. | have no plans to have any DNA testing
completed. | do not need proof in writing by someone else that Africa is my namithek!
KNOW it is my home.

Having been there, what does Africa mean to you?

Africa is by all means my home as | said most likely West Africgpécil love.
| feel Africa is the place where | can go to whine down and get awaydvenything. |
can go there and the pace is slowed down and | can just relax and be ME. | caa go ther
and relax much more so that here. It is home.

How did you communicate?
A lot of the people spoke English.

What/who did you recognize (features, actions, principles, values)?

| saw people who looked like many of my relatives. Their actions were much like
mine and many people | know. Family was very important there and this ibestilhse
with my family. We share many of the values of the people. Hand and body movement
all were familiar. The way we talk; we might be a little louder thamcah people. They
have a quite politeness. We are each open, we travel with music; we all aresaciary
people.

How were they different (food, customs, principles, values, actions)?
Some of the food | loved. There were dishes that did not please the palate. | could
see the influence of religion as detailed earlier. Family customesweey important.

Describe how you were received

| was received just like another member of the family in Senegal and in Ghana, at
least that’s the way | felt. Over 10 years since visiting Senegal...®opldPinvite you
in, or have you to dinner, or invited to a little setting. | am also Muslin and wasdiragte
if | was one of the family. It made me feel quite at home. They weregvacjous, very
accommodating, not in a reciprocal way because of my giving; | gakenga@nd they
were excited to welcome me, a Muslim coming from America to visit.

How has the experience changed you, your perspective, your community?
| don’t complain as much about what | don’t have, and get very disturbed when |
hear so many of us complain about things we want not need.

What do you now do differently after returning?

| try to get to know more people in the US who are from Africa. There seems to
be a rift between African and Blacks [Africans born in America]. A cultdrade.
blacks don’t treat them nice. | want to get to know folks from Africa and they to learn
more about us. There is a divide...each try to stick together. When | visit there hause |
the only American there. | reach out trying to show all of us don’t think the wayrtagy
think we think. Some African American asks offensive questions like “Where do you live
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and what do eat?” They have to reply African people do not swing from trees, and eat
each other. They live in houses and eat food. Education is needed on both sides to bridge
the divide.

Has your relationship with others changed after returning?
Not so much changed. | do talk a lot about Africa and try to influence others to
take a trip there.

The relationship ... with my brother and members of my family ... there is a
divide. My brother wants nothing to do with Africa; he is very negative and it upsets me.
He says he does not want to see a bunch of poor people. | get annoyed and upset that a
man his age is unable to.... | get defensive about it. We all need to travel to know more
about ourselves and each other.

What are your new expectations?
To build a house in Ghana and convince my family to come home to Africa at
least once.

Having been to Africa, what does America mean to you?

In Africa | feel so alive and returning to America after staying @veronth in
Ghana was a little depressing. America may have a lot of material thingérica is
where my heart is. Just the fact | could not wake up and go out to the street aeshget fr
pineapple was a big let down. America can be quite dull. Africa may be mang thihg
dull, NEVER, for me. America is dull. Over there, there is a rhythm...Africa has a
rhythm ... moving to the beat. Here you have to deal with all this phony stuff. When |
came back after spending a month in Ghana as | got closer and closer to my house, |
became depressed and more depressed. In Ghana | can go buy pineapple freske®ff the t
... how that morning | could not DO that, | WAS MAD AND ready to turn around and
go back. So AFRICA IS A MAGIC PLACE...it is full of problems...it is MY mother and
you love her...whatever.

Demographics: Please tell me about yourself
Occupation— Retired Auto Worker
Educational level—- High school two years college
Marital status — Divorced
Age-69
City and State Born— Arkansas
Childhood/grewup — Michigan from age 6 to 43.

Adult — now live in Huntsville, Alabama since 1982
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The Effect of Air Transportation on Culturalization: A Study of
African American Tourist Travel Impact

PARTICIPANT INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPTION

Holiday Inn, Jamaica, NY

BARACHA

Today is Tuesday, December 25, 2007, | am Alethia Futtrell, doctorial candidate
at Oklahoma State University. | am involved in a research study about ths dffec
aviation industry and international leisure travel between the United States ahd We
Africa has directly or indirectly fostered changes in the African Acaaridentity. | am
here with Baracha. This interview is divided into three areas.

Travel — Transportation: What were your travel experiences (airport, flight
cost, time)?

The most amazing thing was that | could get to Africa in 6 ¥ hours from Queens.
That floored me! That was the most unbelievable thing, that the continent of Afica w
just that close via an airplane!

Going/departing America

Once | finally made the decision that | was going to go to Africa, | waxsited.
Nothing bothered me. | do not remember any unpleasant experiences, | iag, $mdt
to the airport maybe 4 hours ahead of time. | was so nervous that | would leave iy ticke
home that the first time | went | left my ticket with John, who was our tour guvdes
like a child...I did not want to be responsible, because | know he would have it and | was
too excited that | would just walk out of the house without my ticket. And there | am
sitting there three and one-half, four hours because | was not going to be late.

While in Africa

About transportation in Africa...l was pleasantly surprised...we traveled in an air
conditioned bus, we had English speaking guides, | was never uncomfortable. dthe roa
were kind of rough in spots, but | was in Africa. This was like a dream come true.
Nothing was going to bother me...even the bad roads.

Return to America

The return trip to America was a very reflective flight. Each day | kgmiraal, |
just kept going over and over my journal. | could not wait to get my pictures developed
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so | could relive it over and over again. | was happy having made the decisiomit go a
going with the group that | did go with. That was important.

How has aviation contributed to your needs in America (availability of
products)?

Yes actually, aviation has contributed to my needs here in America. | fiadhif |
planning a trip and | make that plan far enough in advance, | can surf the web and find an
inexpensive flight, which makes my moving about the country more accessible than
many years and years ago.

The main product that | use that comes from Africa is shea butter. | use it on my
entire body from lubricating my hair to my feet and everything in betweenrdadily
available in New York.

| am mainly interested in textiles. | enjoy sewing; | enjoy makiygclothing
from authentic African fabric. | did buy a lot in Senegal and Ghana, but whenewtr |
the need | can go to the African Market in Harlem and get what | want.

Has aviation offered any conveniences to your life?

The main contribution of aviation to my need is in time saved in getting from
point A to point B. The older | get the more | realize that my time is val@aduld don’t
mind spending the extra dollars to fly as opposed to using all that time on the road.

Last visit to West Africa
My last visit to West Africa was in 2004.

Number of Visits
| have been only two times.

Why did you go?

When asked why you visit Africa, Baracha gleamed and said “Oh wow!” It has
been a dream in the back of my mind and maybe eight or nine years ago, | started
associating with African-centered people. And each one of them had been nmesy tim
They showed me pictures and shared there experiences. | finally ggtarthehere |
said that’s it. | am going and on the day | decided | gave the tour operator a $200.00 non-
refundable deposit, and | knew | was going to go.

My first thought upon arrival in Africa was “My God, | finally made it.”

“And when | saw the Atlantic Ocean on the African side, | took off my shoes and
socks and put my foot--I have pictures of my feet, in the water, in the AtlargenQlbut
on the African side. Those are some of my most revered pictures--of my feet,thad i
soil and in the water -- African Side.”

When Baracha asked what was she feeling, she responded: “The emotions...I
finally did it, | kissed the ground,...I did all the things you see in you see in pictwés, B
| DID IT! I was so HAPPY to physically be there that for a while | kizsla speechless,
| was just trying to take everything in. The air was different, but the peapie familiar
to me--very familiar to me. | FELT AT HOME!”

How will you prepare for next flight?
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With great anticipation.

If no direct flights, how would you consider going? Or would you?

Oh I would, I have talked to others who went via way of Europe to North Africa
to West Africa, and once my mind is made up that | am going...to say Senegalnar Gha
or wherever. How...by any means necessary, | will get there. | am not evabaeit it.

The decision just has to be made and everything else will fall into place one Wway or t
other, 1 will get there.

The second area is: Stereotypes — Cultural Perceptions: How have you béssteaf?

What were your expectations and how were they met?

| expected, only because | talked to a lot of people that have gone and | read a lot,
| expected to see folks who looked like me, my relative, my neighbors, and my family,
and | did.

What surprised you and disappointed you?

| was surprised to see that the young women had hair straighter than | ever
processed my hair in the United Stated and that the only women that were wearing
natural hair...hair-dos was the very younger girls and the older women. | sax@snand
false fingernails; | mean it was just like being at home. | was @rgelo see more
women in traditional African attire than | actually saw. They werewgalothes that |
had left at home. | packed what | thought was my Afrocentic clothes and/éney
wearing the stuff | had left at home. How did that make you feel. Kinda strange
because...l said wait a minute, | am in Africa, and they should be dressindridanA
whatever that meant at the time. But that's the first thing that popped intonay®HK. |
am coming from New York, so | am dressed like a New Yorker trying to dkesan
African and they are Africans trying to dress like New Yorkers. Yeahastkinda
strange there for a while, until | realized that more African Amesdave actually
traveled over there and have influenced their style of dress and grooming.

Do you think that that is the only place the influence came from?

No. | don't. Well, they watch TV, you know the baggy pants, the negative
stereotypes of African Americans has been exported to Africa and theyalaiag
that, The young men and women are emulating that.

What disappointed you?
| don't think | had any disappointments. | looked at everything as a new
experience and just embraced it. | was not disappointed at all.

Why would you consider another visit, given the opportunity?

Oh there's...l1 went twice...for example...l went to Gorée Island twice. My
reaction the second time was very different from my reaction the first fimd | CAN'T
IMAGE WHAT'S GOING TO HAPPEN THE NEXT TIME | make that pilgrime. It's a
spiritual pilgrimage and | look upon it as so. And no matter where | or what other county
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| go to in Africa | will always make it my business to make that pilgrienagGorée
Island to sign the book as a returning descendent. And | have pictures of me doing that.

Are you looking at the African continent as home?
It's my ancestral home. | know that now.

How do you know that?

Because last year | had my mitochondrial DNA tested. And TODAY
DECEMBER 25, | know that the GENETIC MARKERS in my DNA are the same as the
BALANTA PEOPLE living in Guinea Bissau, the MENDE PEOPLE living inr&e
Leone, and the KRU PEOPLE living in Liberia, all on the WEST COAST OF ARRIC
ARE MY RELATIVES.

When did you get that?

| met a man a year ago Kwanzaa. And he went through the experience and he
gave me the information, and | sat on that information for three or four months eldwant
to do.... It's just like making the decision to go to Africa. It's something youedadatdo
and for some reason...no, I've got to think about it, got to think about it. And | had it on
my desk...then | said that's it. | had the package, | had sent my...l had paid fodit'tl ha
swabbed my mouth...it took about three months for me to finally swab my mouth. And |
just sat there and said today is the day. Mentally, I'm ready...I've got ta kmoln did
it. That was the longest six weeks of my life.

And when the envelope came there was a certificate telling me about these
"hints.” Of course a lot of it was very technical and I didn't understand...but | did
understand that | have GENETICALLY matched relatives in three coumtrisfsica.

And | don't care what | look like today because | know | was homogenized alowgyhe
but DON'T YOU EVER SAY I ain't AFRICAN BECAUSE | KNOWAM. And | wear
my African hat PROUDLY. | LOVE IT. | MADE THAT CONNECTION.

Are you planning to go there, either of those countries?

| have been surfing the net and the three countries | mentioned are not as stable as
Senegal, Ghana. You gotta look out for self. | don't think | am ready to put myself in tha
position. | am in several chat rooms talking to other African Americas whohazalthe
test...and some of them... | have met a couple of people who are Balanta, | met some
Kru...they live in Bed-Sty, they live in the hood where | use to live and it's...we look and
we smile at each other...and all we can do is HUG! Who knew! We REALLY ARE
related! Down to our DNA we are related and it's a FABULOUS FEELING of
CONNECTION!

It is exciting and | am encouraging EVERYBODY that | know--JUST DO
IT...JUST DO IT [have your DNA tested].

Where are your ancestral roots?

Having been there, what does Africa mean to you?
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Well having actually seen with my own eyes what | saw...| readily receghe
stereotypes and | just absolutely dismiss it. It's sad...| saw some \ktlyisgs, but
overall, | am glad | went, | plan to go back many times, God willing, Igalback many
times and | have great anticipation about going, touching, feeling, eatieljngm
hugging, listening to MY PEOPLE! | don't have to understand what they are sdyin
they are smiling...their body language is friendly and | FEEL AT HOME

How did you communicate?

With a smile, open arms, and positive body language. | don't speak French, |
didn't speak any of the native dialects but somehow or other... when | spoke slowly in
English and signed as to what | want | made myself understood.

What/who did you recognize (features, actions, principles, values)?

The scary thing...lI am walking down the street and | knew that my mothawin-|
died five years ago and | swore this was Margarita walking down the #rekt.just
stopped dead in my tracks and | starred at the women so bad | had to apologize.
Fortunately she did understand English and | explained what was going on. And she said
don't be surprised you are probable going to see other people that you recograge. It
absolutely uncanny. | saw people that look like people in my own family,
neighbors... THEY ARE ME...I| AM THEM...IT WAS LIKE WALKING DOWN THE
STREET IN ANY URBAN SETTING WHERE A LOT OF BLACK FOLKS AR

Anything else you recognize, sayings, actions?

A lot of things were mimics, not necessarily positive things, especiallyotireg
people...that they see on TV...the body language...the "Yo"...but they were talking to eac
other. But | saw that...I left that at home...I guess | wanted to see sogn@itiia
African.

What | am asking is things that you know from here [America] that may not
have a today connotation but things from maybe your mother or some elder person
that they did that took on a meaning after you saw that same kind of thing when in
Africa.

If even goes more personal than that. Several years ago | startedesbusi
recycling cardboard. Using things that | found to make something brand new.IWhen
saw a young man on Gorée Island with a rusty nail and a rock hitting anothew rock t
carve a figure | said this is the art of "Make-Do." He took what he found and he is
making a piece of art. Subsequently | asked if | could photograph him doing it, | told him
| was buying it, and | wanted to take a picture with him. | took those three pittieres
first trip. When | went back the second time, three years later, there he wasakd
copies of the pictures for him, and | showed him that Owl on my mantle piece, in my
house, in Queens County, New York City, USA,...tears...he had tears. Because it was in
place of honor with his picture on my mantle. .

How were they different (food, customs, principles, values, actions)?

Food is basically food. We call it collard greens, they call it somethingitlse
tastes like something | had in the Caribbean which was callaloo, which | lovezbtE
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we season ours with pork they season theirs with fish but it was the same thingasd it w
delicious. Everything was FRESH. Very, very good; tasted very good. Foedtwias a
feast for me, cause | love seafood. One minute...I saw them actually come irboatthe
with buckets of fresh fish, they took it to the outdoor kitchen and twenty minutes later |
was eating that fish.

| will also tell you bout the experience with the live goat but that's andtirgr s
Cause when | saw the goat the goat was squealing but he was alive. And by the time w
left the compound in Ghana we were eating shish kabob and that was the goat. So | have
had the FRESHEST FOOD EVER in Africa.

Describe how you were received.

Very respectfully. | noticed that...l didn't see people in Africa, older people, wi
gray hair. | know they know something...no gray haired people...| don't care...they could
have been a hundred years old...their hair was black. And here | am with this white hair, a
face full of freckles; | was like odd man out. | was treated very respgctfdon't know
if they thought | was ancient, or albino, or strange. But, | got some odd steersysind |
smiled, just smiled and opened my arms to embrace. Yea, but | was treateduigspec

How has the experience changed you, your perspective, your community?

OH YES! OH GOD, YES! Oh yes, it did. It has in SO many ways. | embrace a
talent that was in me all the time and for the sake of this interview | dad Art of
Make-Do." Taking something and renewing it, changing it. | am not as frivolous about
"things" anymore. | use to be...before my first trip | was more Wwddstean | am now. |
am much more conservative in my consumerism...even to the point where...I use to get up
in the morning and every room | went in as | go into the room | turn the light, the radio,
the TV. I do not do that any more. | have been in blackouts over there.

When preparing to go | was told to make sure to bring candles and | laughed...but
| brought them. And dog gone it, | needed them too...I was glad that | had thémmds
that | took for granted...take for granted here...even the short period of timspead!
over there...I've realize what these basic things. Fresh water...I turn on thestgpt
fresh water. I'm hungry, | go to my refrigerator, nothing that | want to eatl |
Dominos...I call take out. They bring it to my house, it's hot! Yeah!...yeah...yeah...BIG
CHANGE.

Has your change in experiences changed the community? The community
being the people you interact with.

| hope it has...inasmuch as | take time to talk to children more often than | ever
did. Some of them tolerate me out of respect, other tell me to get lost. | talkaiuitse
about my travels there and invite them to get in contact with the group thatédrave
with, which was an excellent...it was learning experience, it was a pigenit was a
journey that | would like to see...even members in my own family don't seem to be
interested in going. | showed them my album...one relative said "you stayed there"
[surprised]. | said well where did you think | was going to stay. She saiduh a
someplace. | said, Oh no, | could have. We were invited to, but | stayed in a four-star
hotel, with air conditioning, CNN in English, and | could go to the cocktail lounge every
night and get my vodka and tonic. | was very happy and very comfortable!
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What do you now do differently after returning?

Well, the one thing that | like to do is where African clothing for no other reason
other than | have it. And watch how | am received. When | where my Afriotmira
and | go into the barber shop to get my hair cut the raunchy video get turned off
immediately. Men stop me in the street and said Sister you look beautfsh iy wife
would wear her hair like that. | wish my wife would wear clothing like that. Noeme
back the next day with my jeans and tee shirt and nobody pays any attention. &i# ther
something about wearing African attire in America that gets the re§mwoetimes with
a knuckle-head hoodlum on the corner Ms. you look beautiful. Yeah! Very interesting.
It's as though they understand that there is a difference and they are holdinght in hi
esteem but they are still hanging out with the hoochie mamas...not encouragirtg them
emulate. But that is where those of us who have the opportunity to travel MUST
CONTINUE to talk to our young people.

One other thing that changed...| when into one barber shop and they were opening
up a tattoo parlor. | looked at the tattoos that they were...l said this is not good/dwsaid
are servicing African American people. We are not Chinese | said barg @ bring
you something, | am going to GIVE it to you because YOU need to understand...and my
sacred (I did replace it) my Adinkra Symbol Chart. | said STUDY THE AFARN
SYMBOLS. SEE WHAT THEY MEAN. And if our people are going to decorate their
bodies, it should be WITH SYMBOLS FROM THEIR PEOPLE. Cause they are not
Chinese.

And how is that working out®o far, so good. | have not gotten a tattoo.

Did the person receive that welW?es, he did. | have gone back from time to time
and they are loving the GYE NYAME, the SANKOFAKYIN KYIN , oh they love that,
and all the different ones. | said okay, you put it on their body but did you put it in their
minds. Oh yeah, they were copying it down on pieces of paper because they wanted to
know. This is...makes them seem very, very proud...Man, this is Africa...This is from
Africa. So if we take time to educate them to let them know that no our history didn't sta
on the slave blocks here in Charleston and up and down the coast of the Caribbean. All of
this culture that we had over there...I showed one kid a picture of an Ashanti King wit
the gold and | said and that is not "stupid gold"... that's real gold. You see those men
attending...he's got so much gold on his arm, he can't lift his arm. Those men are to lift
his arm when he waves to the people. That is solid gold from his land! And what are you
wearing? Stupid gold...take that off and put on some beads from Africa until youtcan ge
over there and buy some African gold. [Laughing] Sometimes they justksay. ©kay.

Has your relationship with others changed after returning?

Yes it has. | am mindful of their ignorance because it is the same igndtzade
before | started associating with "cultural people.” And that was the gupoint in my
life. | started going to festival and participating in festivals whafRICAN" were
there. Where my African American friends and neighbors were speakingno.tsome
in their own language...l was impressed with that. And | had just started...ygah thi
cool!...Yeah these are my people!...yeah okay!...yeah, I'm down with this.
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What are your new expectations?

To get more of the African people in the Diaspora in tuned with Africa. | use the
analogy of Sankofa. Sankofa states that it is never to late to go back and fetdiidhat w
was left behind. But | added something to that. And it is simply this. We need talgo ba
and fetch that which was hidden from us, because it was hidden for a reason! | feel
mentally stronger...having seen the Ashanti’s and going and listening tokleedand
knowing that my people were GREAT centuries ago. They call us the sun peopte, the
people were living in caves...we were doing eye surgery and nobody was going to tell
that story until Black people researched it. And all of that was hidden from us for a
reason. And IT IS EMPOWERING! And sometime it could be even be dangerous
because | do go off sometimes!

Having been to Africa, what does America mean to you?

Well, America is where | was born. And | think the older | get the moreikesal
how powerful Willie Lynch was in his doing and | understand why he had to do what he
had to do. Having said that, having read his writing it is my crusade to inform gsaman
will listen about the brainwashing that we are still living today. A lot of Bfatks don't
want to hear it. But those who do...you can pull it up on the computer, you can go to the
library and get it. You need to understand what was done to us and why it was done to us.
It was never intended that we on this side reconnect with Africa. That was Inever t
intention. Yeah, send them back to Liberia, fine. But we were never supposed to connect
culturally. So when I go, when | was working... and | went into a meeting vgeary
Kente, having cut my processed dyed hair... WOE...What's up with that ...Back to my
roots!...Well, what country are you from?...At this time | have no idea...sonmdlze
whole continent. So this year | am from Ghana, next year it will be Mate3 don't
know, | claim EVERYTHING! But now | know!

The third and final are is Demographics and all questions are optional. You
may answer or not as you choose. Please tell me about yourself.

Occupation

Very proud to answer all the Demographics.

| retired from a part-time job because | never... my husband afforded me the
opportunity to never having to go out and get a serious full time job. So | retired from the
NAACP. And | created my own one woman business, | am an artesian and | have been
that for over ten years, and | do very well with that. It sent me to Africe tand it will
send me again.

So we are happily residing in Queens County, New York City, USA.

Educational Level
| did two years in college, just because my mother wanted me too.

Marital status

As of right now | am married to the same man for 44 years.
| currently reside in Queens, New York.
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Age
And tomorrow, December 26th, | will be 65 years old, and arrogant and sassy and
strong [Happy Birthday] as | can be.

Born
| was born and raised in Brooklyn, New York.

Childhood
Childhood in Brooklyn - Bed Sty[vestant], New York

Adult

Once we bought a car we realized we could not live in Brooklyn because there
were no parking spaces so we moved to Queens where we have our own driveway and |
have my parking space. And all the neighbors know not to park in that spot, because
that's her spot. They all respect that.

What questions | should have asked?

Comments.

In reflection:

| do tell...I do explain to people when | talk about Africa don't look upon it as a
white linen black patent leather sandal vacation. Look upon it...you are making a
pilgrimage. My first pilgrimage to Gorée Island was so emotional ldcoat physical
step into the cells where the women were kept. | could just stand outside and cry. The
second time | went, | was able to go into the cell and one of the people in the group
suggested that we take off our shoes and socks and feel the floor. Cold, clammyl and all
could think of was women...maybe pregnant, maybe on their period...standing, sitting,
sleeping in the DAMP place and | can feel it. | am sitting here right molW am in a
comfortable room [at the hotel] and | can feel chills go up and down my spine.

This is a pilgrimage that changes you if you are AWAKE. Because Wes®ne
young lady, after leaving Gorée Island, she was on the boat and | wanted to thiow he
the water because she TOTALLY MISSED everything. | was in a statacd gnd she
was yapping...it was so bad that a white man said "please don't throw her ovérboard.
Cause he saw | was like this [intensely angry] at her and he said "she doderstand.”
| said, no she doesn't... my God...how could she not. He said "not everybody
understands...not everybody is ready."” And this man talked me down. | didn't want to to
look at his face, | did not particularly want to look at his face but he saw...l.mean
never play cards because my emotions are on my face....And he said "no, back
off,...no...no!" Cause | just wanted to grab her and throw her overboard. But...so many
folks here... and she was not ready. Some people aren't ready. They go anddgtiky are
not ready. They experience and they don't know what they have experienced.

So, I will continue to talk and share my experiences in the hope that if | talk to
twenty and | get one, okay, that is one more that understands what I'm talking about.

The interviewer said, Thank you, and thank you for doing what you are doing.
Baracha replied, thank you for the interview, | feel blessed to be able to do it. yihank

241



for the opportunity. You brought up some things...when | was reading the questions...it
brought up some things, some positive things, very good things.

About the DNA results--One of the things said when the package was returned
was that they are not called "tribes" they are "PEOPLE." Receiphéf\las very, very
exciting, very emotional. Because here you have it in black and white. | hbd dbyts
and the different things...but the results of that was...BOOM!...TODAY, living there
you have people who have the same DNA markers as you have. THERE IS THE
CONNECTION!
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The Effect of Air Transportation on Culturalization: A Study of
African American Tourist Travel Impact

PARTICIPANT INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPTION

Holiday Inn, Jamaica, NY

BEBE

Today is Saturday, December 22, 2007; I'm Alethia Futtrell, doctoral candidate at
Oklahoma State University. I'm involved in a research study about thesetifiect
aviation industry and international leisure travel between the United States ahd We
Africa has directly and indirectly fostered changes in the Africanrifoae identity. | am
here with BeBe.

Okay, BeBe, we’re going to get started. It's broken into three groups, the first
group is travel and transportation, and, so, that's where we’ll start. | justdgou to
tell me about your experiences, some of your experiences in travelingth&eairport,
flight, cost, time.

| thought that | would have more of a problem because of the length of travel time
that we would have to travel, but with the people that we were with, and after becoming
friendly with people with the airline | felt like was quite comfortable. Eawd had their
own tv set to see in front, so you didn’t have to watch something that you didn’t
necessarily didn’t want to watch, you had a variety or if you just chose not to watch
anything at all. | was doing a journal on my trip, so | did a lot of writirgas talking to
other people and listening to experienced travelers and everything, so allroatlethe
time go by quite fast, | didn’t have an anxiety in traveling of....when are we ye¢ so,
you know......

Great. Cost, and flight schedule, was it convenient?

Fine, it was not a problem. | remember, at one point, writing out my check
because | think | had waited...... | did, | waited until the last minute to decide to go, my
girlfriend and I, and, | remember sitting at the table writing out the amouhé dicket,
and, as | was writing out the amount, | remember thanking God that | was ableeta
check for that specific amount, that | was able to do that check.

What about your experiences in going and departing from the airport?

Not a problem, everything went smoothly. Our tour manager had everything
intact for us. We got there in plenty, plenty, plenty of time to sit and to lollygag, gety
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something to eat, to meet the people we were traveling with, so there was no rush, and,
no, it was just a good travel...... it was all a good traveling experience.

Great. Good. While in Africa what was your traveling experience?

Again, excellent. | don’t have too much of a complaint of being in Africa. | was
grateful that | was able to go because it had always been somethingehaatited to
do, and a lot of the things that | did in Africa, both on my first and second trip, were
things that | thought | saw in magazines or saw on tv, and saw other people do, and | was
grateful to God, that | was abld.was looking at myself and saying...this is me here,
being able to do this.

How about traveling, returning back to America? Any transportation issues?

The only problem there was, | remember, coming back from...we had left our
group to go to Gambia, and coming back from Gambia, we were meeting up with the
group again in Senegal so that we could all could catch our plane together to go back
home to New York. And, in Gambia, there seemed to have been a problem with the
flight, the plane coming in to take us back to Senegal, and it was delayed. There was
problem with this, that, and the other, and | remember sitting down looking up at the
board, the time board, and, just thinking to myself, I'm not getting upset by thid.d sai
little prayer, and, | just said that, | know I’'m not going to get to Senegal getltb
Senegal, you know, until a plane comes in, and I’'m not gonna, | mean, if it comes it
comes, if it doesn’t come there’s nothing | can do about it. I'm powerless ovearitlis
knew there was a God, and He knew that, you know, we needed to get back to ... cause it
wasn’t only myself; it was me and three other people and we needed to meet up with the
group, and, lo and behold, looking up at the board we saw that the plane was coming in,
and it was on time, and we were able to board, but, it was a little anxiety traretfrer
people. Sometimes, other people’s anxiety can come off on you, but | just trieg to sta
focused on my prayer, and, knowing that, you know, we’re going to get out of here. It’ll
come, it'll come.

How has aviation contributed to your needs in America? For the availability of
products, how has aviation contributed to your needs in America? Have you been able
to obtain things that come from Africa specifically, in terms of what you do aeeah
daily? Some people have talked about Shea butter, some people talked about fabric,
you know, how has the availability of things.......

Well, 1 don’t know, | found that in Africa, although | enjoyed the shopping, and
things that were available there for me to bring back, I, also, find those thiegs he
New York. The same things, so it wasn’t so much that | was, like, | mean, if | bought
something, | bought it to say that | bought it in Africa, but | could have gotten gwn N
York. I don’t’ know if that's the answer to what you were...

Well, not exactly. The question is how did the things get to New York? The
availability — is it, let’'s say 20 years ago could you go and buy that thing in New York
or would you have to go there 20 yrs ago to get it versus....

| think a lot of people have formed a lot of businesses — the guys that carved the
statues or the fabric that they have, they’re importing a lot of the things luangsbehey
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want their things sold. | know in one part of Africa that | was at, and | cam&mber

what country, one of the young men approached me and gave me his card, and asked me
if there was a way that he could give me his product, so | could take to Americatbd hav
sold here. So, | think, maybe, that might be a way that they do it if they cahdribther
means, you know, they will ask. But, somehow or another it gets here, it gets here
because so many of the things from Africa are here.

And, do you use those..........
Oh, I use them, yeah, oh, yeah, yes.

Has aviation offered any conveniences to your life?

Oh, sure, you can’t get from point A to point B without some sort of aviation.
Particular, I'm going from one country to another, | don’t think it was......... | think at a
time, years ago, years ago, years ago, | remember looking at differtsnbfaviation,
going to the airport it was always a novelty....... just, oh, wow, you know, going there
and you see the people, and the people were always so nicely dressed because people
were traveling. And, now, it's come so bad that people dress any kind of way, you just
go, and people are just there, you know. It’'s like the novelty is worn becauselyiayge f
all over the place, anywhere, anytime, yeah.

When was your last visit to West Africa?
In 2006, going to Kenya.

2006 you went to Kenya, that’s in East Africa, how about.....
Oh, you mean, when | went to Senegal and that was in 2005, | believe.

2005, okay. And, how many times have you been?
I've been to Africa twice.

Okay. Why did you go?
Oh, I've always had a passion to go to Africa. | still have that passion, even so, |
hope to go visit other parts of Africa. I'd love to go.

But, why?

l, I love our people. | know that that's our Motherland, and we have so much
history that we need to know. There are so much of things that we need not to b& ignora
of...... to know, and to be there, and to see, and to do. It's just a passion in me that...... I
just have a love for it.

How would you prepare for your next flight?
Probably bring less clothes. Yeah, probably bring less clothes, and hitittle
wiser in my traveling in what | bring, what | need and don’t need.

If there were no transatlantic flights going to Africa, how would you consider
getting there, and would you go?
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Oh, sure, 1 would go. | think there’d be a layover somewhere. When | went to
Kenya, we laid-over in London for a number of hours, but, you know, even with doing
that that made the trip much longer, we found things to do. We became closer as a group,
it got us to know, you know, because we stayed in one group and everybody did what
everybody wanted to do, you know, we didn’t go one person here and one...... we tried
to stay together as a group, and become more closer and became family-like, ashd looke
out for one another. It was the start of that even while we were in London, and still not
getting to Africa, so it kept us closer.

That's the end of the transportation and travel area. Moving into stereotypes
cultural perceptions: how have you been affected? What were your expectaénd
how were they met in going to Africa?

| don’t know what my expectations were because | had never been there before —
other than what | saw on TV, but, | know that some of the things that | saw was heart
wrenching, very emotional for me. | think | want to say the children and the wontken, a
in that order, affected me more.

You mentioned TV — what was it that, what was it that TV caused you to think
you would see or not see, what did it, what was your picture before you went?

Okay, it wasn't visualized, so maybe whatever | read in a book or magazine or
something, | couldn’t actually see until | got there and actually seedtrteinstead of
the dirt being brown like it is here in New York. It's absolutely red dirty gould see the
dryness of the land, or what parts where greenery at to.....just, actually, visual,....w
yes, to visualize it and see all that | saw. | couldn’t actually picturdrrat TV, | mean,
TV gives you one time, but, oh, wow, this is what it really looks like, you know, you get
a different look at it.

You mentioned — the children and the women, and that things were heart
wrenching, what was that?

Well, that was, that was really something for me. | even get filled uptsoase
even when | think about it, what we have and how we’re so blessed. Just to see the little
kids with clothes that are just held together with a piece of string, not dearg oot
having, but, yet you give them one pencil, and the smiles on their face is likeshayg
just happy in their lifestyle. We, | guess, sometimes, tend to think thahéeelyso much,
and, yet, it's because of what we have, that we have so much, and, they're in their
lifestyles, how are we to say that they're not happy, that, you know, bechaseav
have, they don’t have. It does make you feel that because you know there’s so nauch mor
you could...... and, even if it’s just you want to hug them and pick them up or, you know,
whatever....... seeing them walk, taking them, sometimes, two hours, just so they can
have breakfast, one meal. Or, even, carrying their own chair because they nebdithat
to sit down. They need a guardian, a parent, to hold their hand.

What was surprising? What surprised you, and what disappointed you?
That surprised me. Disappointed me?

Both?
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| don’t think | was....... if there was disappointment, it was disappointment on our
end because of what we don’t do for them. | wasn’t disappointed by them because what
could they do to disappoint me. | was in full concept of their rights and wondering how
could people live like that. There’s such a need there. Things that | see our kids, and what
our kids get, and they appreciate one piece of food — a piece of gum — one stick of gum.
They appreciate a piece of candy. They appreciate, give me a higp,Isuaprised me
how the village, the men, | remember one of the days that we went to and all of the
women were around there working. They were taking firewood in, and cooking, and
doing things, and, the men just sits around and do nothing, and it's the women that do all
the work. That was a little surprising. The men gather on the roads and sitkaalt tal
day, and it's the women....... Another thing | found surprising, how the women can walk
from one village to another while we were on the bus and you could see, or you can't see
where they're walking from and where they're walking to. It's so long drtitiey} have
on their feet are these shoes made of rubber tires from the car, and walkingnssmet
with babies on their back, and, maybe, carrying something on their head. They walk, and
it's dry. | remember always wondering when | see them on the bus “wieetteegr
going?” “where did they come from?” because you don’t see nothing — from jidak, a
way, you don’t see nothing, where did they come from, where are they going?

Given the opportunity, would consider another visit?
Oh, definitely, without a doubit.

Why?
Just because of my love for going.

Are you looking at the African continent as....
No.

How do you see Africa n relationship to you?

Basically, | think it's given me more of an education to know of before, | know
firsthand. Not from TV, or reading from a book, | know firsthand. So, it's given me an
education.

Where are your ancestral roots?
My family is from Portugal.

Having been there, what does Africa mean to you?
Beautiful people.

How did you communicate?

Well, our guide, well, we had orientation. There were certain words that are used
there as yes, no, thank you, and how much, all of that — which | don’t remember all of
that now, but there were certain words and phrases that he gave us that became quite
useful. And, then, while you’re there you learn to pick up certain things becauseayou he
it said so many times. Either if it's not among the people of Africa, iter@nyour group
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that if the well traveled people of Africa know, and will teach you. So you coaitl,.
then, a lot of them spoke English too.

You mentioned orientation — was that something that you did, or tell noeem
about your orientation

It prepared you. It prepared us for the trip, especially, like, the first biatd t
went, it prepared us about our monies that we spend, how would we be traveling, and
what would be required of us. Just a well planned thing, so that we would have some sort
idea in our traveling. What to pack, what not to pack, just a basic outline that | thought
was very, very helpful. You know, you think because you travel, and I've traveled quite a
bit, and you thing because you're a traveler, that you know, oh, | know that, you know,
he doesn’t have to tell me, but, yeah, you do need to know. There was a lot of good
information that was passed on. And, plus, too, other people that have traveled to Africa
before, there’s a lot of ideas, a lot of things around the table that are thrown put that
maybe, John might have forgotten, but somebody else might think of that’'s good
information for you to have. That's a good thing to have — orientation, especialy if
need to know certain things — immunizations, passport things, papers you need to have,
monies, your prescriptions, your drugs. Things are vital and importantothategd.

What or who did you recognize?

Everyday, walk around, with two eyes, and a nose, and a mouth, and ears, and
some have short hair, long hair, light skinned, dark skinned, like us. It's funny that some
people that are, maybe, Caucasian or something, they say, you know, you think because
it's Africa — oh, they're like monkeys running around in the jungle, and, so, you know,
well, I guess, maybe, | don’'t know that there are some who are traditiapell, dr in
villages, that walk around half naked, or if that's because that is their cugtbm.
basically, we see that they're a person too.

Were there any things that you saw here that you saw there too? Traditions, or
customs, or sayings, or ...?

Probably their traditions would be a lot different than ours. | think that when we
get here, even though, say somebody was African, and, they basically, | thitdy ttoey
keep their traditions here, but, after a while, our American ways come in, and they kind
of change up, so it would be a change, but basically, it's about the same. We have
traditions, they have traditions. Different things that we do, | think thattsany group
of people.

Within those different traditional things, that were different, caliyyou identify
anything, food, or customs, or principle, or value?

We don'’t take our...... | don’t know, | forgot what you call where the women
pound up and down with the grain, we don’t do that. We can go to the store and buy our
flour already powdered, refined, and, whatever in a package. They have to do this with
every meal, they have to pound their grain so that they can use it to utilize it as food, we
don’t do that. Different things like that, especially if it's in a village. But;d in a city
part, they can go to the store, you know and buy there things.
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Describe how were you received?

Oh, very well. Part of it, | guess, is the African tourism. More and more money
being spent there, so, naturally they want to, you know, welcome us with open arms and
whatnot, so we would come back, tell our friends to come to this part of Africa to buy,
you know, things from them, we’d buy their things, you know, their wares. Theying goi
to be, they're going to be friendly, maybe, sometimes, overly friendly, edpecian
they want something....... they're quite....I didn’t, | don’t remember any partenthere
was a bad experience.

Was it intimidating at all?
Yes. In Senegal | found intimidating as far as shopping.

How would you define intimidating?

That they make you.....I remember John had told us at one point don’t make eye
contact because once you make eye contact with somebody that’s selliniisg e
they're going to hound you because they think that you want whatever it is that¢ they’
selling. So, if you just happen to even look at something, you know, like, we're used to
shopping here in New York and picking up something, we see a vase or a fabric or
something, we want to feel it, we want to examine it. There if you do somethirtbdike
you’re in for, they're going to.....”oh, Miss, Soul Sister, come buy this, | give ys thi
and they do not leave you alone until you purchase that. So, they can be quite
intimidating that way.

How has your experience changed you, your perspective, and your community?
Experience being.....

If anything, | think I've shared with people about going to Africa, why they
should go.

How did you communicate?
We learned a few phrases from John, and....

Let me interrupt you again, it was at the top of this page. How were you
received?

We were received quite well, because, like | said, they want us to spend our
money. They want us to visit their shops, to eat their food, to spend money, to come back
even at another time. | found them....I think, also, too, they kind of, at some point, are
fascinated with us. They like the clothes that we wear, and ask us, you know, \ehere w
get these things, and they have. The women like our nail polish and lipsticks, and are
always receptive to us giving them little Zawadi [gifts]. They're ptige, because |
think that how they welcome you the more they got.

Would you explain some of your shopping experiences?

| learned a lot. | learned to examine my things that | buy more closelyadnste
trying to buy so fast, because it wasn’t until after | got home that a lot dfings were
defective. But, that was my own fault, and | wasn’t upset with that becauseathatsva
learning experience. You tend to want to buy everything that you see bgoaubék
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you're getting such a sale, and because you feel it and you like it, and you say this

good, and they just rush you. You tend to want to buy things, but | think we need to be a
little bit more observant on the items that we buy, because a lot of it is defecti

especially, like, we're on a tour bus, and they come up to the window, and sell you things
at the window of the bus. Like a bought a statue, two big statues, and because the guy had
them in his hands, and, | forgot what | paid for them, a little closely, well, when |

them home, they don’t even stand up straight. They fall down, they need to be shaved
underneath, and | couldn’t find anybody that would shave them for me so they could
stand straight. I've taken them around to several places to.....that was my awh faul
bought a lot of things, | know next time when | go to be more careful with what | buy

and how | pack my things to because in my packing | broke a lot of my stuff.

Because the tape was turned off and turned back on, you had mentioned
something about eye contact, would you share that again?

We were taught from John not to make eye contact with the vendors or the sellers
of things because they seem to think once you look at their items that you are most
interested, so they will hound you, you can’t pick up an item and examine it, and look at
it, and put it down, and walk away because they’ll come to you and tell you “oh, | got a
deal for you” and they want you to buy, and they stay on you. They will not let you go, |
found that more in Senegal than in any other place.

How has the experience changed you, your perspective, and your community?

| don’t think it changed me in my community. It just changed me more to make
me, like | said be more educated, and to want to go back and see more. It's changed me in
the fact of......... World Vision, I've taken a child in Africa, a little girl nagn€larice,
she’s 11 yrs old, her and her family. | think that without going to Africa, and, not
knowing the needs there, | would have not done that, but because | know that there’s a
need. | think that World Vision is a good organization because a lot of times, like, even,
while we were there and different things that you want to give to...oh, | hage a “f
instance.” When | went to Africa the first time, when we came back, myigyirdf,
Carmen and |, made up boxes of things to send to one of the schools in Africa. | just went
to the .99 store, and | had a load, load, load of boxes. It wasn’'t even with Carmen'’s things
yet, because | hadn’t gotten anything from Carmen. But, every time linterihe .99
store, I'd buy books, and pencils, and slippers, and | just had a big box full of stuff. Well,
when it came time to want to send the thing, | had a really great big problem — couldn’t
find where to send it to? | had a problem with anybody that | spoke to, and, this was
going even in New York, or asking people that | know that are African or in Senegal
where to send it to. It seems that there’s a problem with sending it for costeadiogs
it and make sure that it's going to get to the place that it's supposed to go, and another
problem | had, well, ironically, that package not got off to Africa because of the proble
and | was, like for a long time, trying to find how can I get this — it was adpigand it
had a lot of different things in it. It would have cost me an arm and a leg to sand it
didn’t know that. So, ironically, | had to take that box, and take it over to my church
school, and that was what my intention was. Sometimes we have good intentions of doing
things, but sometimes the road in doing that, it seems to be obstacles in the way, and
there needs to be a better way. So, | find with World Vision | was able to de a lit
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something. But, because of what I've seen in being in Africa is what edunat® see

that this was a need. There are so many things you get in the mail, and diffiergnt

that support this, support that, and you give money here, and, you just take it and throw it
in the garbage, but.....

What do you, now, do differently after your return, if anything?
| don’t do anything. I like my African garb. | do wear a lot of African clothes

Do you receive any comments about your attire?

Oh, most of the time, you know, it's look — 000, look what you’ve got on, you
know. If | go to church, I'll wear it, you know, they don’t really pay ...you know, becaus
they see me in African clothes.

Can you go back to, maybe, the first time?
| don’t remember. | believe it was long before | went to Africa.

Has your relationship with others changed after returning?
No

You mentioned earlier about trying to get the education, the knowledge with
folks. Would that qualify with, maybe, helping to change perspectives or your
relationship with other people....

Both times that | went to Africa, | did a journal. Journaling experiencafica
on both trips, and coming back | held a journal reading in my house, and it was quite
positive. In fact, when | did it the first time everybody really enjoyedithat when |
went back again the second time and did it again, | had just as much people because they
enjoyed it the first time to come back and do it again. | got very, very positpuenisess
in doing that. When | did the journal, | did it because...l didn’t do it to do a journal
reading, | let some of the people that | went to Africa with, they came, atieef you
know be in the meeting and put their comments in to though. The people that were there
got a good understanding of what was going on and what their daily things werel When
did the journal, | think I did good because it was like “wow, I'm here, | gottae \this
down” you know, “I gotta take all of this in” but | was doing it for me, not necegdaril
somebody else. But | saw that all of the information that | put in | needed totkhar
with everybody.

Having those readings, did people decide I'm going to go next year or
anything?

No, my girlfriend Diane, she was at one of my readings and she wants to go. In
fact, she’s hoping to go, if | do go back in July. From me going and sharing my trip wit
her, and she’s got her attire and her locs and everything, and she wants to go back to the
ancestors there, and to see what it's all about. She’s, probably, the only owktol $ee
whether or not my sister would be interested, but my sister has no want to go there.

Do you have any new expectations, and if so, what are they?
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No, just to see more. | don’t know in going to other parts of Africa, | tend to
believe there’'d all just basically be the same it would just be another couwtinyoat.
But, | would like to experience the different cultures of Africa. Basicallgst of them
live, maybe, the same type things — do the same sort of things, maybe, | guesgd. |
like to see, | don’'t what I'd expect, but | know there is something to see.

Having been to Africa, what does America mean to you?

All the riches that we have, and how we are so blessed. Well, you know | used the
word struggle, it would be a struggle for us, it wouldn’t be a struggle for them lbecaus
they have to live that way. It makes us more appreciative of we have ligtitgas, and
roaring fire just about.....

Stereotypes and perspectives — is there anything that you’d like to add that |
didn’t ask or should have asked or that you'd like to share?

| don’t think so. | don’t know whether or not | fully put in how I really feel about
Africa. | think it's something simple for all of us, you know, because that is our
Motherland. When you come to Africa, off the plane, and you come into the airport, they
say to you “welcome home” because it is home, and a lot of us don’t realize that.

How do you take that?
| feel good about it.

You feel like you're home?

Yes. Because those are my people, those are my brothers, those are sy sister
Those are my children.

Next, there is the demographics, if you'd please tell me about yourself —
occupation, educational level, marital status, city and state where you wene, grew
up. You don’'t have to answer them, but if you do, | would appreciate it.

Educational level?> Some college.

Marital status?— Divorced.

City and State where you were boraBrooklyn, New York

Did you spend your childhood there in Brooklyn?Yes

That's all I have. | thank you so much.
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The Effect of Air Transportation on Culturalization: A Study of
African American Tourist Travel Impact

PARTICIPANT INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPTION

Holiday Inn, Jamaica, NY

BROTHER X

Today is Saturday, December 22, 2007; I'm Alethia Futtrell, doctoral candidate at
Oklahoma State University. I'm involved in a research study about thesetffiect
aviation industry and international leisure travel between the United States ahd We
Africa has directly or indirectly fostered changes in the African Acaaridentity. | am
here with Brother X.

What were your experiences — at the airport, the flight, the cost, the timef wh
were your experiences in travel and transportation?

Travel and transportation, for the most part, it was very comfortable. The
accommodations | find that the pricing was, at times, a bit of a challengeithut
planning and, you know, the blessings of the creator, and, just, planning we were able to
make a number of trips to Africa. I've been three times, | believe, irathé lyears, |
guess, maybe 7 years, two or three times. So, | don’t know what we would do without it.
| think it would be an incredible challenge trying to find other ways to make passage
home — it would, just, be an incredible challenge. | was thinking about that aditiér e
actually, what would be the options if there was not air flight and transportatsaenits
as a result of the technology, we’ve really been able to reconnect with thg thaend,
and it's an incredible bridge of time in regards to facilitating conneetitigthe family
home. So, it's an incredible and it's absolutely necessary.

In departing America on your outbound leg, any difficulties or what were your
experiences?

Here for the times, when we had direct flights out of the country, those seemed to
be the more enjoyable experiences, more comfortable experiences. Ladiesatly out
of JFK, leaving the country, | had some challenges when we had to fly from hereito DC
believe we left out of Newark one time and went to DC, and, there was, like, a layover,
we were there for, like, hours, and, that was, | don’t know if it was psychological or,
whatever it was, it was felt, you know. It was like an incredible hardship, not only on the
way leaving the country, but, then, when we returned, | remember coming back from
Ethiopia and we went to DC, and, it was....I had taken ill, just from fatigue, and, | don’t
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know, maybe there was something airborne in the cabin on our way back, but, |
remember by the time we hit Washington, they actually got a chair fdrreraember

sitting in the chair, and | had a little fever, and we couldn’t get home. And, | thirk ther
was some complication with the flight, we had missed a flight, there wasiriga t
connection or something. If I'm not mistaken, we wound up taking a bus home, now that
I’'m sitting here thinking about it. So, that was an incredible challengenmstef dealing

with land transportation, as opposed to that direct flight from the continent or tioying
make that connection on the US side of things, it was just....it felt like it was an
incredible hardship, so...

Do you have any idea of why you had to go to Newark, or why you left out of
Newark versus leaving out of Kennedy?

| can’t say I'm a veteran of international travel, but | think I've beeantough
events, handful of events, to understand how, sometimes, the promoters may get a better
deal, or somehow they may be able to, you know, turn a corner in regards to if it's the
economics of an indirect flight, you know, such as layover switching. I'm nethsaw
that factors into the personal factdost...... that was not my original understanding of
it. But, having been on other trips, you know, between here and the Carribean, I've
always come to suspect that somehow someone was cutting a corner and somehow was
able to repackage what was originally laid out. That’s just from kinda keepingesay e
and ears open over the years.

Do you recall, I'm just curious, do you recall when you went out of Newark,
whose airline were you on? Were you still on Air France, or was it Airigdie, or...?

Oh, I don’t know that is a very good question. | believe it might have been, |
believe it might have been a domestic carrier to guide us to DC, but out of DC we took, |
think it was South African Air. I'm pretty sure it was domestic from here todd@, |
believe, it was South African Air.

While in Africa, what were your travel experiences?

| would say by....for the most part there were very pleasant. At times, the land
transportation due to the challenge infrastructure of some of the highways, you know
some of the bus rides were a bit of a challenge. The last time | wentc¢a,Afhich was
in 2006, | took a team, we went to Senegal, then, to Gambia. | recall the young men were
from DC and Philly and New York, and they didn’t have their passports. We were
supposed to secure their passports in advance, and, then, the day of they were to have the
passports for us that morning, and we were leaving at, | think, 4 p.m., and | had done a lot
of running around; we got them here and they were settled, they stayed at myrdme, a
so one of the brothers in the collective said that he would go get them. And, for one
reason or another, he said he was delayed in terms of actually getting thisrhand,
so, now | had a dilemma, as the flight was about to leave, | had to explained thensituat
to the airline. They said that they could get them on another flight the next maming
the next day. | chose to go ahead with the group to make sure things were in order.
So...... I’'m trying to get back to answer your question. When | got to Dakar, | was w
the group, we did the day tour. Now, they were leaving for the Gambia the next morning,
or that night. | stayed in Dakar alone, which was an incredible experientcehad to
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secure transportation by land from Dakar to the Gambia, at least, to the bordethehere
ferry was, and, then...... it was an interesting thing, so | spent part of the ohayttry

secure transportation and, eventually, and tried to use some independent resources, but,
eventually, | wind up with the gentlemen, and | know you know him, because he’s
always with the FESTAC group, the promoter, you know him, with the heavy accent,
almost a French accent, you know what I'm talking about, so, we wind up renting a
bus....

Mustaffah?
Mustaffah. Mustaffah. That's a whole ‘nother conversation. So, you know....

But, I'm curious now, tell me about the passports. They let you out of the
country, they let you out of the US....
No, | had mine.....

No, no, no, the group, the kids.
They had to stay in New York another day.

Oh, but, then, the other gentleman picked them up, and, then, they got their
passports, and, so, now, they have them...

Right. So, they had to go back to my place, then, they came the next day, so | had
to wait. You know, the way John lays it out that group left, you know, they left gone, |
was on my own. So, | had to think whether | was going to leave or go ahead, | couldn’t
leave them to figure it out, they had never, most of them had never been out of, you
know, whatever communities they were from. So, securing land transportatiorbivas a
of a challenge, but, eventually, we came back and, | settled with Mustaffah, ahd it g
rather pricey, but it was really a point where | didn’t have too many options to lod# sort
playing with, you know. These young men arriving, they had never been out of the
country before, had never been to Africa actually, so.....

On your return trip back, were there any challenges or what were your
experiences coming back other than the Newark one we talked about?

We had a direct flight back to JFK, actually, where did we go, ‘cause | remembe
yeah, came to JFK, came back to my house, we took taxis, no, my wife actually came and
got us. So, it was a direct flight back, so it was...... that was really key, and, Irihamby i
of my travels I'm certainly going to opt for the direct flight. It justreed like when you
getting on, and, with security and your baggage, and it's an incredibly different
experience. | know you remember the cities we hopped back and forth through Ethiopia,
and, you know the challenge of — shoes off, you know, the bag, the.....you know, the
metal detectors, the change back in your pocket. If you can just minimize fhat have
that, you know paced out — just to minimize, minimize it, it's an incredibly diftere
experience. So, direct flight, especially internationally would truly be themgpt's the
strong choice.
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How has aviation contributed to your needs in America, vis-a-vis, the
availability of products? Do you use products that have been imported, if you fnoln
Africa? How do you..?

That's a very good question. | think we’ve been spoiled to a certain extent, and,
you know, the tri-state area, the inner city area, there are dozens of vendarskiyr3
dozens of vendors in Harlem, dozens, you know, a handful of vendors in the Bronx even
out in Queens, so, there’s a heavy influx of the culture and the people from the continent.
So, I would assume they’re coming back constantly and you have folks bringing in
material and fabrics, and instruments, so there’s just an incredible varietyestdhat’s
right here in New York City, and | am 99% sure the stuff has been...... I’'m assumaing i
being flown in, | don’t think it's being sent via any barrels or shipping. | could bagyr
but my understanding of it is the materials are being flown in, and, as a re$alt of t
availability, you know, we can get it, we can get to it. So, you know, living herelis, as
was saying to my wife, | think we’ve been a little bit spoiled to a certaengxtut I'm
just glad that we’re able to take advantage of it, but | believe that it'g Beimn in and
out, flown in. With the people, with the drums, the whole culture™ Btéeet is a heavy
influx of Senagalese, and, you know, New York is just wonderful, and, | think, every
year it’s just getting stronger. It's a real connection.

Has it offered any conveniences to your life?

Absolutely. Access, and the availability of the culture to be able to go to the
semiformal and formal gatherings of the people from Ghana that are here, or to the
Nigerian community that have their formal balls or things that kind of go on a hadful
times through the year. If you keep your ears open, with the heavy influx of people,
guess, who have migrated here, or people who are traveling back and forth. If you kee
your eyes and ears open, just about every month, you know, If you want to experience a
culture and a people, you can do it.

When was your last visit?
2006, July 2006.

And, you said before, you’'ve been two, three times? How many times have you
been?
| believe three.

Why did you go?

Well, it was a very strong desire, a very strong desire to reconnect withlthes
and our people. It's been something that I've wanted to do from a very young age. My
parents, in particular, my mother, had always spoke very strongly of Africa —dpke pe
and the culture, and our heritage, and it was something to be very proud of. As | got
older, | became more curious about it, you know, going to the lectures and events here, |
had always planned that whenever | had the opportunity to do so that | would go, and |
am so glad, and thank God that | have had the opportunity to go over there. I'm really
challenged coming into the next year because | really want to makstadhesher two
trips, perhaps, in 2008 to go back over. | felt it was a family reunion, and, evergone |
the bond is stronger and stronger, and one of the greatest moments, for me, is to walk the
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streets of Dakar and have the people walk up to me — our people walk up to me and speak
to me in their native tongue and embrace me as a brother or be walking the streets of one
of the roads in Ethiopia and having local people walking over to me asking me directions.

| will usually study enough to know the greetings and how to say thank you and, you

know, and that would probably be about it, so once | got beyond that, it was really a

warm feeling to be home.

Okay. You said, why you went was because you had a strong desire to see the
family.
Yes.

What family? How do you know that family? Maybe the real question is, what is
the definition of family?

Okay. Without a doubt, we are.....we are Africans in America without a doubt.
We are Africans, our ethnic, our family line, our heritage, our ancestrynstfre
continent of Africa. Not many people may be challenged to try to find which of the 50 or
So countries we identify with or we connect with, or where our family comes Fram.
always felt a very strong connection to the people that we met in Senegawasable
to go there, and see the people. | remember a few years before we ged nhavas
walking through Harlem, and | was walking through the market and | heard nhusas, |
callers and djembes. | just stopped in my tracks, and | wound up purchasing the music,
and, actually, | found out...... come to find out it was Youssou N’dour and his group, so
they were out at Senegal. | had a few friends in undergrad that were fnegaband
they were saying to me that | was Fulani and | would say “for real”, éangeah, look at
you, you know. He grabbed my wrist, and said, oh, yeah, you're Fulani, so that was kind
of embedded. But, as you know, Africa is immense, it's an immense continent, you
know, two, three times the size of the U.S., but people move, and, so, we claim it all. You
can connect with someone in the East, you can connect with someone in the West. You
can see the spirit and rhythm of the people anywhere there. So, people migrate, people
don’t stand still; however, two years ago, we did have the DNA testing that was done
and actually my mother did the testing and, also, my father did the testing veereve
able to solve, at least, a portion of the riddle.

So, in essence, when you speak of family, you're not, necessarily, talking about
your immediate lineage? Your immediate sisters, brothers, down the tine.?

Of course they're included, but we're embracing the concept of the extended
family also. The greater village, the connections of our people, the hethagesmmon
ancestry we have in terms of struggle, the creativity, the love, thehjgeaical works,
the many historical challenges that we’ve had over the years, the confhetgead, the
bad, and the ugly. Sometimes, when you do enough research, sometimes, it can actually it
will enlighten you, and, sometimes, it can actually break your heart. You knowyathat
find at the end of some of these passages when you see how your ancestorglinteracte
with the neighboring villages and the good that was there, and, some of the bad that was
there in terms of facilitating some of our own oppression in terms of how, actually, y
know, some of us were actually sold down the river. So, it's the greater famitheit's
continental village, and as we experience life in a mature sense in trdweta@mange
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with one another, we learn more about ourselves, and we learn more about our people —
all of our peoples.

Okay. You said your mother, your mother spoke of Africa and taught you to be
proud?
Yes.

Where do you think she got that sense of Africa in her to give to you?

| would have to say she had the normal resources. She was raised in Harlem, my
Grandmother was born in Puerto Rico, my Grandfather, her Father, was from Cupa. The
instilled in my mother a sense of pride, but, also they gave her historicahoefei@f the
struggle - what they had to do to actually survive and embrace the culture in Puerto Rico,
and what they had to do to embrace the culture in Cuba. So, my Grandmother came here,
| believe it was 1918, and my Grandfather came, | think, it was 1920, Mike in 1915. So,
you know, and plus all of the challenges of the language, you know, English as the
second language and trying to adapt to this urban environment that was waiting for them;
leaving paradise and coming to the streets of East Harlem and having to makia wa
themselves. But, what they did have was the strong ties and the foundation thaithey
culturally before they left. There were some economic challenges hetbelmitvas a,
once again, an extended family that they were able to embrace one another and make it
So, there was a whole group of women that | was raised as, | was told thatehesay
Aunts, or these were my Abuelos. Come to find out, as | became, you know, in my late
teens and early 20’s, that they were not direct bloodline family, but they wexgsalw
Aunts and Grandmothers to me. But, come to find out, to my surprise from my mother — |
was like, well who is Aunt so-and-so? Mom'’s like “no, she’s a neighbor, we knew her
from the old block” and I'm like, “wait a minute, what about the others?” The reality
was, come to find out, that they had known each other, or they might have been from
similar villages in Puerto Rico, but they were all in the village hengl, &’s really
adopting, picking up some of the children, and, some of the mothers had challenges, no
different from any other African community. | would think there is, probablys®rical
context for this anywhere across the African continent. | have cousins, coosmihé
time | could remember, | always knew this was cousin Diana and this was cous
Theodore; now, that I'm older....... they were, they were neighbors, and, you know, | was
kind of floored, | was 21 or 25 finally finding this out, | mean “are you serious?l, Wel
that’s how it was. People talk too much about the broken homes, and the challenges of
our community; in terms of the men not doing what they should or men not being there,
or, not raising their own children, but I had an elder tell me this when | was irens; te
and he spoke of - and quote, unquote this wasn’t a quote unquote cultural brother in the
community — this was a street brother, he was an elder. He expressed towietha
children are brought into the world his perspective on it was that Fathers don’t always
raise their children for one reason or another they might not even be in the house, or even
around, but he said to me — | remember this, | must have been about 16, 17 — he said, but
there will always be someone who will raise that child. | don’t think this igendaw,
or if it always works out that way, but | remember seeing wisdom and...... what he was
trying to say, he said it. So, we've always...... I think historically, that'stgbeen part
of who we are as a people, embracing the work that needs to be done, in terms of
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embracing the responsibility of helping out or helping to raise a child somewher

another. Sometimes, it gets....we may have some young men or young womeimgliat mi
not have as much support as they may need, but, even in a street sense, as bad as that
example can be a lot of times each situation becomes, some of our young adults...... these
people become their family, you know, whether they're gangs or street otgarszar,

or, you know, or “get high buddies” as bad as some of these scenarios are, there are
family structures even within them. So, | think part of the challenge, in teross of

holding our heads to do what needs to be done in our communities the things that need to
be done in our community, | think, historically, there’s always been someone who has
actually stepped up, took care of a child, brought a neighbor in, when the family has

some challenges — aunts, cousin, nephew, you know, uncle — so, that’s, probably, been
one of our underlying strengths for years.

How will you prepare for your next flight to West Africa?

| tried something, | think it was two trips ago, that | will never do again.
Understanding that it was, | don’t know, how many hours it was to Ethiopia, it was
something, combined, it was 12 hours or 16 hours or something, | don’t even remember it
was something in that order, and | remember coming up with the bright idea of for
staying up for prior to the trip, and, then, I'll just sleep for 15, 16 hours, and, I'll get up,
and I'll be refreshed. That trip was about four years ago, | think I'm siitigry recover
from it. And, if I had to put a finger on why | was so wiped out on the way back, well,
hello, you know, so, get your rest, drink your water, and get some sleep that week prior
especially the last 48 hours before. | mean, to try to stay up, what was | thib&ing a
you know. I've done some real bone-headed things before actually going over. |
remember the first time when | went to Senegal, when | first met yemdmber it was
pretty cold here, | don’'t know, it might have been 30, 40 degrees, | remember saying to
myself, I'm leaving for the airport, and | remember saying to myseld going to leave
my coat home, and | was going to drive to the terminal, and | wouldn’t need a coat
because I'll be in the terminal and I’'m going to a tropical paradise, andltdwt need a
coat for that hour. | don’t know if you remember, when 1 first came to intervoenon
tape, | had no voice, | had no voice, | had no voice. By the time we had got there, | think
it was two days, | was doing sign language, and whispering in people’s ears, and what
have you, but with respect to the power of the ancestors and almighty God, it made me
listen. So, | had to shut my mouth for a good two, two and a half days, | had to really
listen more, so | have to be thankful because | was able to consume more, like alsponge
know after that third day, | believe, | had Balla, | had asked him to take med@me |
could get a drink — alcohol. He took me to a rum stand, | don’'t know what it was, took a
shot, wow, okay, it's a little sweet, let me try another one. | took another one, and,
probably, two and a half, three hours later, | had my voice back. That was tysen.da
So preparing for the future, | would secure, probably, like jeans, and sneakerdpand, a
of those types of things | would get to go trade with. | certainly would bangg svriting
materials. I'd probably go with a laptop this time. | did keep a journal a couplaees, |
would bring a laptop, and I'd definitely get some rest; small electronicetethat I'd
probably give to some friends over there. Grinding machines, a few people had talked to
me about bringing some of those, | think they use them to grind peanuts, hand grinders.
One of the brothers had told me if | come back to bring back some goggles, these are
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things that they can vend, and they can do, and they can deal with some tourist trade. But,
my background is in video and film, and I’'m certainly looking to take over some digital
cameras, and some small camcorders because | think there’s a dualifyasiepwhen

we go.....when | go to enjoy the people, to see the family. At the same time, genud ty
commerce, helping to develop some kind of grassroots vending, and, | think, photography
and video is.....it could be a very sound life changing experience for some of the brothers
over there, and sisters who want to, maybe, travel with some of the tourists and take
photos or do some video for them, because when you go as a tourist or as a guest it
becomes a little cumbersome , you know, a little bit of a hassle to try to gehgs ma
pictures as you'd like. And, then, if you're taking the pictures, you're not in ther@sct

and, you've got to deal with video and the whole scenario. So, there are a handful of
brothers and sisters over there | spoke to, and that'll certainly be partprepgration

on the way back.

If there were no direct trans-Atlantic flights, how would you considertgeg
there? Or, would you?

| would definitely consider it. | guess it'd be steamliner to some port in Newa
and Europe, and trying to head south, seek passage south, or working my way through
Spain. | really would like to see North Africa — Morocco, Algiers, some of those
communities, Egypt, I've never been, so | guess we’d be dealing with boatn,| me
that’'s how we got here, and as | mentioned that the air transportation idikeally..is
the reverse phase of The Middle Passage. It's just so much more convenient @mss way
opposed to being on the bottom of a boat, you know. | can’t even think of how hard it
would be to get back home, but the older I get, and | talk to my wife about this, and, she
always wishes me well, she says “when you do move, she will visit,” so, she'g teé
when | do move, she will visit. So, as | get older this will be less of a concerrefonce
I’'m living there. So, I'll have to be working more on speaking to others how they’re
coming to have to come visit me.

That’s an interesting concept, I've never thought about that it is theeese
phase of The Middle Passage. Now, my picture may be different from yours, so leelp m
see your picture. Middle Passage being sandwiched in as sardines today, econosy clas
sandwiched in the air, is that what you’re seeing as your reverse passage?

When | say reverse, it’s just a matter of a return home. Certainly,
accommodations are far more comfortable this way, but you do have a good point. | have
some notes from...... my first trip over was when you went, and, | remember drawing
ship and the people were lined up, and | remember drawing a cabin of the aircraft and it
had the people, the seating, | know that was scribbled into my journal, but, certainly
accommodations of sardines on the way here....let's see on the way back, if you had to
make a comparison, it would be day and night.

I’'m just trying to get a better understanding of what you meant by “reverse” of
the Middle Passage — you mean, direction.

Historically, in my mind, the horrors of how were dragged over here, so now
going in the other direction, crossing back over was something that, | think theoesices
were putting that desire in me, but it was, actually a conscious decision to go home, and
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thank goodness it would be in the comfort of air flight, as opposed to...... and, that was
above water, above land, in the skies opposed to sea level at the bottom of the boat.
We're the lucky ones, actually made it here, and those thousands of people that didn’t
make it to the shoreline, didn’t make it to the boat, didn’t make it thru Gorée, or EImina,
or Cape Coast.

Stereotypes — cultural perceptions and how have you been affected? What were
your expectations, and how were they met in going to West Africa?

My expectations were to be warmly received, to be comfortable reintroducing
myself to the family, learning and experiencing traditional culture of our peafpbeir
ancestors, and every one of those expectations were me at one time or another. Words
can hardly express it, the feeling of completion, purpose, clarity of thougiteimber
laying in our hotel room the first night we were there, and feeling the erfeayg the
sense of upliftment, feeling empowered, | was hearing drums with it, theze'ivamny
drums playing. | remember waking up before the sun rose, and looking out the window,
and watching the sunrise, the birds. | was out on the balcony, and | was ambeed at t
beauty and splendor of our homeland. | remember, | kept saying over and overdhey lie
to us, they lied to us. It was just incredible, so I'm going to have to find a \eaivea
way, a very intelligent use of resources to get over more often, because onaglesery
year or so is not good anymore. Actually, we're going to look at some land when we go
over, and we’ll see what unfolds. I'm looking forward to it. | felt very much at héme
had a handful of situations where | would say there was a degree, a challenge, but no
difference from something that | may have experienced ofi $#%et in the Bronx,
bumping heads with someone on one level or another.

You had said, you were saying “they lied to us.” Who was the “they,” and what
was “the lie?”

| would have to say the...... | would say educational system, Europeans here,
whoever controls the media, negative depictions of the continent - it's all war, and
famine, people starving, crime-ridden. | remember | had a family mentimewill
remain nameless when | was leaving for the first trip, he said “dondagen.” | was,
like, excuse me, he said “don’t get eaten over there.” | was, like, whoa whoa. $o0 man
people would ask, | was working at NBC at the time, | had told a few of my daevgor
that | was going and they were like “oh, you going on safari, are you going these
animals?” No, I'm going to see the family, | haven’t see them in a whaetrying to
reconnect, it's a family reunion.” They said “oh, you'’re from Africa?” tisah, yeah,
absolutely.” So, they would leave it at that, and these aren’t just Europeansasgric
they're African Americans. Some of the challenges are with my ownyfdmeik, my
own people. So we’ve got to continue to learn, we've got to continue to embrace the
wisdom of the ancestors, and keep teaching and keep learning, and find creatite ways
bring our culture, and history to our children and to our people. Some of the biggest
criticism | got on some of these trips are from my own family here.lRBujoy it, I'm
always up for the big debate, | have fun with it. My skin isn’t as thin as ibwasars
ago, when | first went over, | remember being very sensitive, | @ayrfor a fight. But,
now, I'm just ready to share, | don’t have to beat you up. If you want to talk jivie, we
talk jive. If you want to do the dozens, we can do the dozens. If you want to talk about
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my people, I'm going to talk about your people. We’'ll keep it moving, I'm not going to
waste a whole lot of time on it. There’s a lot of ignorance out here, and | thinkrif's ve
clear to me why there’s so much misinformation about the continent. It's betasse i
rich —it's so rich in culture, it's so rich in history, it's so rich in resourcessd rich in
pride and depth of character. So many people that we’ve met over there on pisese tri
they’re not driving, they don’t have a lot of financial resources, but they carrgéhera
with a pride and dignity that a lot of well-to-do people over here couldn’t even touch
them. In terms of sincerity, ability, positive spirit, embracing and spavimat they have
for you for the time that you're there with them, honesty, I've had some beautiful
beautiful conversations with some of the brothers and sisters over there. | think ever her
you’re dealing with “the mask” or the masquerade - people attempting tapositi
themselves to either misrepresent or aren’t prepared to be fully honegowitihterms

of how they deal with you or how they converse with you. So, | think that wool is not
there, and it's very genuine, and it just embraces you. I'm looking forward to lgaakg

| can’t wait. I'm trying to make two or three trips this year. Tryiagyo to Ghana, trying
to go back to the Festival, the Roots Festival, again, is in The Gambia, again,this yea
and I'm trying to get over to Nigeria. That's where Dad’s DNA was a matchéor t
Yoruba peopleand Mom’s match is for the Ga people from Accra. I'm really going to
have to hustle, we've really got some hustling to do get on over there. I'm evamglooki
at some artist’s grants, and since | have such video footage already, a couperin
the camera already, so I'm trying to get some completing funds to travel toganave
complete some of this episode to be shot. Hopefully, God willing, we’ll find a wastto g
on over there.

Were you there when they received their results, their DNA ressul

Actually, we videotaped it. It came in the mail. Actually, how did it worlqtl g
the kits came back to me, and, then we went to the house, and sat with them, and we
taped it. As a result, Mom and Dad, they're not far apart, the families, they'farnot
apart. My mother is in the Yoruba culture. So, it was really interestinghatid t
supposed to be Dad’s roots. Hey, it's all family; I’'m looking forward to going thexe.
We’ve got some more work to do.

What surprised you, and what disappointed you in your visits when you go
home?

What surprised me was the warmth of the people. | shouldn’t have been surprised,
but to be embraced, and | know part of it had to do with...... we’re returning home and
they recognize that, they recognize....not only as a visitor, but as a fanmiigendt’s
been very genuine. That, probably, surprised me the most, how comfortable and how
trusting the people were, and that was pretty much across the board. What, alsedsurpr
me is that there’re certain communities that don’t have, maybe all the conatmumic
infrastructure, but | saw a lot of cell phones. | saw a lot of, for lack of a bettey
African American pop culture over there. | remember we were at the uhnarBiakar
and there was a group of young brothers and sisters sitting at a table, acalldtesne
over, and they said Brother X there’s something very important | think we'veltalke
about many times, and we’'ve debated it and you're here and we’re so glad gonee
home, and we want to ask you this, this is something that’s very serious that we want t
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deal with. And, | was like “wow, this is deep, alright.” And, the brother said “is Tupac
still alive?” And, | said, you know, | couldn’t believe the question, and | said “wh#&?” “
Tupac still alive?” | looked at them, and they were all looking at me for an aasadr
was, like, whoa, this is deep, this is really deep here. So, it’s.....as we learn, we are
teaching; and, as we teaching, we are learning. We think about how much we have to
offer them, and I'm looking at how much they have to offer myself, and how much |
don’t know. There’re certain aspects of our popular culture that we might not give as
much weight to that certain international communities will embrace. And, fili'srey
duality. | grew up in the Bronx, went to school with Curtis Blow, Russell Simmbaset
are guys, Keith Sweat, they were singing in the hallway, it was likgsh’t a big deal.

It was like, alright, he can sing, he can rap, there wasn’t a built in infras&dot that
industry or for people to recognize those talents and abilities. It waohketlsing that
was, it was a street thing. Sometimes, we just don’t recognize our own power and
strength and creativity. And, all those brothers and sisters needed back themawdiih

of brothers and sisters to link arms, and put the structure together and we could benefit
from it. Look at how many times artistic talent goes to the benefit of anaih@nunity

or our scholars. Our young corporate geniuses, they plug into that, just add water
American machine, Wall Street, or whatever, and the community doesn’t beueffit m
from it. A lot of those old Mom and Pop, or semi-illegal establishments that laid the
ground work for that one particular musical industry, they were all gone. Thepn'tye

half of them weren't even registered businesses, | would think. They warbaite

clubs, or whatever they could get a place to go on and make some noise and direct some
speakers.... and so, | don’t know where we’re at......

The question was what surprised you and what disappointed you? | think you
kind of covered that. The next question is why would you consider another, gisin
the opportunity, but | think we've kind of answered that in several other quesi

Oh, yeah, we’re going home. We are going home.

So, Brother X, are you looking at the African continent as home, and it sounds
to me | heard that as a resounding yes?
Oh, yes.

Where are your ancestral roots?
Ghana, Nigeria, I'd say Senegal, Ethiopia. People move, people travel. The more
travel around Africa, the more | realize that.

I’'m thinking that this question at the time | posed it was.....DNA has helped
many folks to find where that ancestral root lies for some folks, so, in your caseswe
kind of covered that as well earlier somewhere throughout this conversation

Yes.

Having been there what does Africa mean to you?

Africa’s home. And, it’'s such a powerful influence, and it's helped to define my
purpose in life. Actually, having a chance to cross the waters, and it rpallthe bar in
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terms of what my cultural focus, my motivations for study, and to find creativetavays
reconnect and build bridges with our people at home.

How did you communicate?

With the people there? | have a cousin who did a couple of tours in Vietnam and
South East Asia, | don’t think he did any combat, | could be wrong. But, many gears a
he taught me, and he had traveled a lot in the service, he had taught me thatwfdreve
somewhere | wrote down 10 to 20 questions, maybe 10 questions, and 10 conversational
statements. He told me to write them on the left side of your column. Then, he said a
soon as you get there, whatever country you're in, whatever community geyiiau
speak to someone and you ask them how to say that statement or how to state that
guestion in their native tongue. He said “write it down phonetically.” He saiite"wr
down the way you hear it” so, as soon as | got to Senegal, John came that morning to
reset the room, | had my notes, and | had my notepad, | still had my notes, | had my
guestions on the left side of my notes, and he sat there with me for about 15, 20 minutes
and | wrote them out, | was able to....I wasn't able to have a full conversation, asit | w
able to make a connection, ask someone their name, be able to say my name to them, to
be able to say “my brother’*“sumarack” (Wolof for young brother). To be able to get
the traditional greetings, and I've done it every trip I've gone to, I've hbnto use my
notes, or at breakfast that I'll have that morning, I'll sit and order with theersand
waitresses, they’re very.....and, it's a beautiful thing to be able to say “thahkytmi
be able to say “good morning,” just to break that barrier. Usually, they knovea litt
English, and I think we’re the only dummies in the African family. They alllsfma,
five, six languages like it's nothing for them, and we barely get through....l dk spea
languages, | speak basic English and jive, | speak jive, so...... we barelyayegithinat.

What or who did you recognize via features, actions, principals, values?
In terms of the people we interacted with?

In terms of your visits to West Africa, did you recognize somebody, or did you
see things that you knew based on something that happened here, and, now, it may
take on some historical meaning or some historical content or...

Sure. There were any number of times. | saw people that resembléd fami
members, | saw people that resembled classmates, people that grew ugpimmynity,
and | would do a double take. | remember there was a brother that | saw, | might eve
have a picture of him, when | looked at him, | thought James Small, | looked at him, and
he looked like James. | saw my brother Eddie. I'm walking, and I’'m looking at him and
he’s looking at me, and I've had, not only have | recognized them, I've had people
recognize me. As | mentioned, there are times, a period of time, when I'drgutvi
combing my hair or whatever, and brother, and my wife is always on me, and my
daughter always gets a kick about my clothes not matching, and a brother askéd me if
was Biafar, he asked me if | was Biafar. | was like, at firdidih’t understand what he
was saying, | was, like, | had to laugh. So, not only are we recognizing themethey’
recognizing us. In terms of Africanisms, I'm always in search of imgige situations
here that reflect home; whether it's instruments or...I remember, many ago, in my
wine drinking with the boys days, | remember someone opening a bottle or somehow,
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and someone saying “what are you doing”, and he’d say “well, this is for when the
brothers are not here.” Even in a street sense, there was a real authecdit tdidition
whether we knew it or not. | remember a couple of brothers complaining “tbattsein
that are not here, but not so much.” It goes both ways, you can be over there and
recognize something that you would think originated at home, but that’s definitely the
source. We're just a reflection of who we are on the continental side. Som#tiene
reflection that we give isn’t the greatest, but if you go home and you dig deefhenoug
it's pure and it is very beautiful, it's very giving.

How were things different? Food, customs, principles, values, morals?

| think Americans, in general, as Dr. King puts it, suffers from schizophrenia.
When you talk about culture, and you talk about morals, you.....in America, you're going
to get the good, the bad, and the ugly. Sometimes, you're going to get ithallsarhe
breath. | don’t have to tell you about it. It's beautiful and refreshing to go hotheee
the beauty and splendor. Every now and then, you may get a scenario that might be a
challenge, and you're sitting there with some discomfort in regards to hoayédpitself
out. | remember during the festival....in 2006, we went to | think it's Kanilai §&lthe
President’'s hometown in The Gambia. | forget the village, we left rdglindahe
morning, we were supposed to stay the night for the Rights of Passage, but we wound up
going early in the morning. When you see some of the militarism, when youdeese, |
know, when you walk into a bank, and you see a brother with an M16 across his lap, it
can be very sobering. But, no, different, | could, probably, think of a hundred situations
where | was here at a party here in New York, and something 5 times worse probably
transpired. It just seemed so out of context sometimes. You know you could be lulled by
the beauty and the romanticized version of your return home, maybe euphoria. But, you
run into some petty crime. You run into a situation where you're trying to sdroiita
where there’s a challenge, your comfort level. And, at the same tyoe’te going to
have people, there’s going to be some degree of crime. People trying to feseltieem
S0, you take the good with the bad. The whole political structure with some of the
communities —I have to confess I've done more homework after returning froenasom
these trips, and when | read some of the political things that had unfolded litevatlysm
before | had gone to some of these communities, maybe, if | had read it, Ireadjit
not have even gone there. | think about what I'd experienced there, what | hadhtelt the
In March 2006, there was a coop in one town, and | was, like, “what, in The Gambia?
Wait a minute.” You hear about the oppression of some of the press, and some of the
protests, and I think when we left Ethiopia there, supposedly, a few weeksieter, t
was some unrest, and some gunplay, and some people were shot, so....... when | went to
The Gambia and Senegal last time, | took two brothers from Philly, a brother €€om D
and a brother from New York, there were under age 30, so, we....... | wanted to take a
larger group where they would have the cultural experience and be able to coraadack
tell the story, but the interesting thing was when we got over there, they.gavél
them the option, they would have just stayed in the hotel, ate cheeseburgers, actually
couple more than what they did on my.....in the room, wrapped in blankets, with the A/C
on blast. | was, like, my brothers, you could have stayed in Brooklyn and did this. I told
them to get up, get up. It laid the foundation for me for future trips, saying thdg if |
take some other young adults, | will have a full itinerary for them; tvidhat’s going to
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be asked of you, this is your commitment. If you're going, we're up at 7:00 and we’re
going to the beach, we’re running, we’re going to walk through town, we’ll come back,
have breakfast, you've got a couple of hours here. | didn’'t have the foresight to plan it
that way, but, as a result of having done it, | know now that if they’re going to go, hey,
you're up...... they had a full itinerary of what John had laid out. We had a few
interactions that were off that schedule, we had our own schedule in terms of the games
that's what they were up there for, to play ball. There was just so much morerisoff

much more to experience, | had to crack the whip a few days, and, lay that foundation for
that experience for them.

Okay, this next one we have covered “How were you received?” Has the
experience changed you, your perspective, your community.

Absolutely, I had to up the bar in my studying and my understanding of the
history and culture of our people. I've been a lot more vigilant in terms of how |
document and video and film that | shoot over there, and, now, my challenge, having
been a few times, is to demystify the continent, to show the people here what home is
about, and to show the people at home certain aspects of what we’re experiencing here.
That's been my challenge, so, now that I've got — I've got the video, and I'vejaict
with a handful of elders, yourself, Brother Small, and, really batting down tblegts, to
get them to get the statements to complete the work, that's what the internikbénd a
these vehicles of expression, it's just no excuses. | know the ancestors aleokke
Brother X, what more do you need. You've been over two or three times, let’s start
getting things to happen, so we can start making these connections.

Is there anything that you do differently now, that you’'ve been back?
| would have to say, | pray more now. | pray more now. Now, more than ever. |
eat with my hands more. | had some Ceebu-jen today. | thought about you.

And, you have the nerve to come by and tell me about it. Is it in that bag over
there?

| wasn’'t going to say nothing. No, it's not. | brought the camera, | brought the
video camera just in case. | wound up...... I’'m not even going to tell you ‘cause the last
few days have been a blur. | eat with my hands, and every now and then, my daughter
will join in. | eat a little more with my hands. Anytime now if I'm inaxt, or I'm in a
restaurant, or if I'm in the market, | make a point of speaking to my Afficathers and
sisters. | going to ask them where they’re from. If they sayrdigém going to say
“Kedu.” If they say they're from Senegal, I'll say “Na nga.déf they say they're from
South Africa, I'm going to say “Sawubondf'they say they’re from Ethiopia, I'm going
to say “Teanastellen.” Just to get that, they look, and, say, wow. And, then, they®d hit m
with three sentences. I'm, like, sister that’s it, that’s all | knowyTdiee me a hug, and
we’ll talk a little bit. The thing is that | make a point of making a connection. dHotca
hat today, as | mentioned, we wound up in Bloomingdale’s in Midtown, going to
Bloomingdale’s, and, | didn’t have a hat or gloves. | still haven’t been able tordisce
specific languages; | have to work a little harder. Most of the venddisedr them
speak, | can catch the Wolof. | got the hats, and | gave him the money, and, hendaid tha
you, and, | said “noko-boko" (Wolof for we share this) in other words...”you’re
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welcome’, and the other brother said, ahhhh, and, so, | waved. It’s just connections. |
just need to work, study harder, pick up a few more phrases, a little more laran@dge,
I’'m learning.

How has your relationship with others changed since your return?

If anything has changed, to be honest, since I've been back, as I've matured, and
as I've grown, as I've grown knowledge about Africa; there’s a responsitilgkiare.
I've had situations, where I.....I work at a hotel, | do video sound at a hotel. You know in
a hotel you've got Latino, Asian, European, you've got continental Africaamember
| had walked into the cafeteria one day, and the interesting thing is as ppoyaaself
with pride, and you carry your culture, there’s a responsibility that comleghait. |
walked in and there’s like 12 people arguing in five different languages, an Asiarrbrothe
trying to make a point...... so, | walked in and they were all in a corner, and theyesaw m
they said, hey, we need to speak to you brother. So, | walked over, and they all calmed
down. There was a brother there who was from the Dominican Republic. He was, not that
this is of any consequence, I'm just trying to give you the context.....brown skin, dark
skinned brother, straight black hair, and, Spanish speaking. The argument that ¢hey wer
trying to resolve was what race was he from. One group was sayirgethais African;
another group said that he was Indian, | think, he said he identified with, | believe, the
Indio people of his region that he had come from. Someone else said that he was
Dominican, he said, yeah, I'm Dominican. For someone who was listening tafas of
insanity. At first, | was, like, where do | plug in. I just said to myself, ancgtatement to
them was that...... they were saying what race is he, and | said there’s omgcené
said there’s only one race. | believe you’re confusing race with ethaiwit nationality.
In terms of his nationality, if he identifies with the Dominican Republic, he’s a
Dominican national. Now, he may even be American. Ethnically, he may identmfawit
particular indigenous group from that region, that’s his prerogative. Itsiel'$ only
one race, and that’s the human race. Then, | walked away. | had to glance batieyand, t
were all, like, uhhhh, yeah. So, as much as you learn, you have a responsibility to get it
right, and to share. I'm working a little more with young people, and, | think just as
importantly is sharing our history and information of the culture with thesltler older
people, not the elders, they're teaching me. A lot of our young adults, 30, 40, 25 year
olds, some of the things that are coming out of their mouths is scary, | know, | have to
work harder.

Do you have any new expectations?

New expectations on the continent? I'm just trying to follow up on what I've
experienced. Just making stronger alliances, studying harder, trying to findta kald
legitimate relationships and bridges for the people at home. | try to stegubse, |
think this is the path that’s been laid out for me, and I think the fact that being into the
media lays a firm foundation for me in terms of my responsibility, so | justtoawe the
bar, and start finishing this stuff and getting it out there. I'll be keegngposted.

Having been to Africa, what does America mean to you?

America? America is an interesting thing....country because so much of what
America has is a direct result of Africa, so, if anything America owsegraficant debt to
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the continent of Africa. Now, | know most educated adults understand that, whether
they're willing to share what they have, or what they’'ve gained is a wholkéer story.
Whether they believe that they should give anything back, or whether they bleé&eve t
injustices they’'ve committed, | don’t even know if any of them give a second thimught

the atrocities that were committed, and continue to exist. With that saidyaent

America is going to have to pay, because, you know, it's out of their hands...... what goes
around, comes around. So, part of my challenge, at the earliest, this might sound a little
selfish, but part of my challenge is to be home before that day in my lifetisne. |

interesting, as long as we get that one last flight out of here, it's twivgyall good.

That was the last question in that series. The last part is the demographics
occupation, educational level, marital status, city where you were born and gig
and your adult city and state?

Occupation -I'm a video and sound technician, well, actually, I'm a filmmaker.

Educational level- BA, City College of New York. Marital status — married.
Where born — I'm from the south, South Bronx, NY.

You grew up there?
Yes. Bronx, and Harlem.

Okay. Your childhood was in both Bronx and Harlem?
We had a weekly ritual — we had to go to Grandma'’s.

And, then, your adult life?
| was in New Jersey for a little bit, for the most part, you know, Tri Statefare
the most part. | lived in all five boroughs. Now, I'm in Queens.

For age?
Just put “over 507?”

Is there something that you think | should have asked that | didn’t ask?

| think what might be helpful, somehow connecting the individuals experience
with the collective tour. | think that's integral. I've been over, every tineebeen to
Africa, I've been with a group, and somehow that gave me a sense of comforhd@ome
it gave me a sense of family to be honest. | don’t believe | would have been bravie enoug
or inspired enough to go alone. Each time that | do travel over, | feel that thetcmmnec
is stronger, and | know a handful of these trips next year, | won’t be goingauia ¢r
don’t know what that’s totally about, maybe, it's a comfort zone, maybe, it's not wanting
to go on a dramatic adventure alone. But, | think the fact that we were ablet tat thee
theater, and go to an orientation, which in itself, wasn’t any incredible nevatieneto
what was going on, but just to kind of meet the folks that you would be traveling with. |
didn’t realize the importance of it, once | got there in Ghana. It really playajor factor
into travel, and, eventually, I'd like to get into the business, bringing that expet@nc
others. | love John, | love what he does, | have a world of respect for what he does. But,
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even him being as good as he is, | have seen situations where | thought it could have been
handled better, or it could have been structured more consumer friendly. He’s ljust suc

an incredible and dynamic brother, but, there’s still room for improvement. Heigelah

world of respect for what he’s been doing, and how long he’s been doing it, and | would
love to one day to be in a similar situation to make way for others to go. We had to hustle
to get those young men to go with us in 2006. It wasn’t easy, but it wasn’t hard. We could
have really utilized some other resources, and worked smarter, secure moresgsourc

take more people over.

How did you...the logistics...how did you find and locate the people?

| would have to backtrack a year and a half before the trip. | have a website
nydlball.com. | would travel up and down the Eastern seaboard from North Carolina to
Connecticut and | would go to tournaments. | was, originally, looking at 15, 16 gesar ol
because a trip of that nature would have strong and curious impact on that age group. As
my lack of experience in dealing with organizations who were very enthusatlyinit
when we made contact....you're talking about a trip that's a year and a lagif avad
everybody’s real enthusiastic, and, “we’re going to send kids from Connectlioats’
trying to get matching funds. | was asking if they get $1,200 or $1,500, we would do the
rest; if they could do the whole thing and send one young man, fine; if not, fine. | would
even put them in direct contact with John. Went down to Virginia, saw a tournament
down there. It was really independent organizations that were trying to ptiteoties
collective. As we got closer and closer to the actual trip, a lot of thatjubyfthe
wayside — lack of follow up, lack of follow through, folks not returning the emaigas
all wonderful before.....and, these are all challenges as a people, and another thing you
were saying how have | changed since I've been going. I'm more resp#atiylword.
| don’t know if it’s because I'm approaching 50, or just having gone over and withesse
so much truth, very much more conscious of saying “I'm going to be there, I'm going to
show up. I'm not going to go and just.....being more accountable of what comes out of
my mouth. | would say those trips certainly contributed to myself...... if I can’t make
can’t make it, maybe next time, in another week, or another month, but, leaving folks out
there dry. Three words are yellow flags....don’t worry about it. When theyl sy it,
or don’t worry about it,” | got to say, okay, now I'm on alert. When you’re tryinigke
a group of young men and young women out of the country, we’re not going to another
borough. It's hard enough trying to get anybody up the street, 3 blocks from here2 You'r
talking about taking kids out of the country, and folks not calling you back, and, oh, yeah,
you got our passports. Okay, so, send me a fax...... I’'m learning, send me therfa, let
see the passport. You got your passport? Let me see your passport. You need to come to
an orientation; we need to see your paperwork. Oh, you need to speak to your parole
officer, you didn’t mention that before. Okay, so we need to get these things &ooe |
John can fill you in on some things because | was driving him crazy. He was asking “
are these people?” | was, like, “well, he can’'t make it.” He was, like, ;\Wedve to
change the ticket.” He said “Brother X, you don’t understand.” | had to pay a peoalty
switch the name, but you know what, we did it. We did it, they missed a flight. It's a
movie. We got it done, we got it done, we begged, we borrowed, but we got it done. We
got some footage, we’ve just got to complete it. Since they’'ve been back, Swres
challenges for the young men. I'm studying, | was watching. yaawthere with your
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nephew, | said, whoa, okay, alright. There’s all those little pieces, and yaukneve

who’s watching, you never know who’s paying attention. We're doing it from thié spir

of it because it’s the right thing to do. If you can do it, then, do it. | would love to take 20
over or 30.

When you do this again, let me know.
Alright.

Is there anything else | should ask.

No. | think that covers it. But, | think, the transition or, certainly, the group or to
go over, and have...... leaving with a group, there was something to that. There was
something very comforting about that. We didn’t come here alone, we did not come here
alone, we know that. There was something very beautiful and comforting aboutrgoing
a group, there’s something integral in that. Now, that I've been a few timegdt folks
inviting me to come to their house, just get to the airport. I've got some vendor brothers,
next time they go over for one of their little trips to get their stuff, thgy san stay at
their house. | have to pay my airfare, but | can stay at their house.

Thank you for participating. If you think there is something that you think
you’'d like to include, I'll send it to you, and, you can tweak it.

Sure. I've been thinking about going back, but it's been a little out of my mind;
you've just put a little wind under the wings. Thank you.

Epilogue......

If I had to give an average age from the three trips I've been on, I'd probably sa
it was 60, if I had to give an average age. These are people who have livedditegpai
dues here, and this is part of their pay off. A lot of the people here, young African
Americans, are so busy chasing the dream that they will defer a tripita,Afey will
defer a trip to Egypt, Ethiopia, South Africa. They'll say “yeah, I'm gomdd that, but,
that's for later. Now, it's the car, the clothing, it’s lifestyle.hd | can’t put my finger
on it, when | made the first trip, | said “how do you do this?” She said “I plan.”, Well
put a little away, and | put a little away, and, you know it really works. When e ian
commitment to something, and I’'m going to a wedding tomorrow, when you make a
commitment, when you verbally say you're going to do something in front of God and in
front of family, in front of withesses, there is a beginning of a manifestatiotetted
place. For years, | remember saying “I'm going to Africa, djaing to Africa.” For some
people, it’s just talk, but if you believe it yourself, and you make a commitmént t
you've already taken that first step. Now, there are some sacrificesé¢hgoing to have
to be made, but everyone that has made that commitment, but everyone that has gone has
secured passage. There’s definitely an economics to it, but the economimantes
made is actually an affirmation in us spiritually that says, in spite ofptheession here,
in spite of the economic challenges that are here, state side. In spit@b$thaes you
go through in the workplace, in spite of the lack of educational resources, or whatever
challenges you had to get through the grad and grad school, these are very accomplished
people. I've sat with two brothers to Ethiopia, one was retired. | had to find gy, pllad
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you all helped me find it. You all let me know where my place was. | watchedllyaud
observed to see how you would move, and it was....for me, it was eye opening, the path
that | should be on. All the young people had to do was study their elders, study the folks
that have laid the foundation for us. Everybody thinks that we’ve got to reinvent, or what
we’re going through no one else has done. It's really easy for us becdusestopped

paying attention. There’s something to do with the economics, and there’s something t
do with the sense of accomplishment that the folks that make the trip and make
commitment to go - and go - that they’ve been through this American maze, we’ve done
that, and saying, we’re going home now. And, | saw that. Sitting up nights with Brother
Sam.....brilliant, the conversation. I'm looking at the buildings, and he’s looking at the
architecture, and he’s explaining to me the structural dynamics anddies,and | knew

that | was riding with masters, sitting talking with you, sitting tagkivith the other folks.

For me to go before age 50, | felt privileged to be able to witness, and geigan ins

| was thinking that the economic base plays a big part in who goes.
Absolutely.

Directed by “the powers that be” in this venue, | wanted to ask people about
their income because that was very sensitive, and very, whatever, venatesaid let's
do a broad range. Either you're above this level, or you’re not above this level.

Right.

They said “oh, you'd probably do better to take it out”, so | took it out.
| think that’s for real.

So, | had to approach it from some other kind of perspective, we’'d get that piece

in there about how it plays into who goes.
You're right. It absolutely does.
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The Effect of Air Transportation on Culturalization: A Study of
African American Tourist Travel Impact

PARTICIPANT INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPTION

Holiday Inn, Jamaica, NY

EMY

Today is Saturday, December 22, 2007, I'm Alethia Futtrell, doctoral candidate at
Oklahoma State University. I'm involved in a research study about thesetifiect
aviation industry and international leisure travel between the United States ahd We
Afrika has directly and indirectly fostered changes in the Afrikan Ameicbantity.

Tell me about your travel experiences?

My travel experiences have been good. At the airport, sometimes there were
delays, but no major delays. The flights were usually pleasant and comfofiadleosts
are good for me because usually when | travel, | travel with a groupy, pectuse the
group leader takes care of all of the details, and | don’t have to worry about thahé\nd, t
time, basically the time of travel is no problem. Being a retired individaain't have to
worry too much about when I'm leaving and when I'm coming back. But, other than that,
the travel experiences have been good.

On departure out of Kennedy or whatever airport you depart from?

Usually it's from JFK, sometimes, you know, there’s a little glitch wharirgo
traveling with a group, there’s a glitch because we travel as a group, aeddae bring
things to West Afrika - humanitarian things, such as supplies for the school clattte
gifts; and, things of that nature. So, because we have a lot of luggage, sontetheiesat
glitch at the airport. We have to do a little dealing and explaining at the airpeit to g
ourselves through without paying extra or too much for extra baggage.

What about transportation after, while in Afrika?

Again, because | am with a group, the group leader takes care of the details about
how to get there. The group leader has arranged with a tour company thees s e
handle our luggage, and help us in that regard. So, generally there’s no problem.
Sometimes when we get there the bus is a little too small, or, something, andvibéy h
call in additional transportation, but otherwise it usually goes pretty good.

Okay, what about on the way back?
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Returning to America? Same thing, it usually works out with the tour company in
Afrika. They are very efficient, they appreciate us coming there, andithaly they can
to assist us with our departure back to the US; escorting us, handling the baggage, getti
us checked through security. They take care of all of the details. So, iN&tEEn a
good experience.

And the flight back.....

The flight back — no problem. There were times that we were delayed and had to
spend an extra night someplace because of some problem with the airline or &éme airpl
or something. But, you know, I chalk it all up to experience.

Good. How has aviation contributed to your needs in America?

Well, 1 don’t know that they have, you know. | think that more attention could be
given to having more direct flights to parts of Afrika. As it stands, sometirhes ywou
have to fly, you have to go North or East to get to West Afrika or your final deéstinat
so that more attention could be given to more direct flights, | believe for us.

What about products? What about products that come from Afrika, and how is
your availability or accessibility to those types of things?

Well, as an Afrikan living in America, I'm always looking to use something that
will help the people in the mother land. So, when there’s an opportunity to secure
products, whether it’s clothing or artifacts, I’'m always looking to be able to tlo tha
When | leave Afrika, I'm usually bringing something home from Afrika wikeits
clothing, or the artifacts, sometimes its jewelry and other things tharaduced by
Afrikans. These days we’re not allowed to bring too many things, but whatear | ¢

Okay, great. Has aviation offered any conveniences to your life?

| don’t know of any. As | mentioned earlier, if we could have more direct flights
to places in Afrika, it would help. It would add to the convenience instead of having to go
out of your way, so to speak, to get to your priority destination.

When was your last visit to West Afrika?

My last visit was a few years ago, I've traveled to other parts of Afniicae ghen.
My goal is to visit as many countries as possible so that each year | don't gsto W
Afrika, | go to other parts of the continent.

So, how many times do you think you've been thus far, independent trips?
To Afrika?

To Afrika?
To Afrika, at this point, | think it's probably about...... um, Countries or?

How many countries?

Countries, maybe, about 8, or 9, maybe 10, | don’t know, I'd have to count them
up.
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And, what would you say about West Afrika? About how many trips to West
Afrika?
West Afrika we've been about three (3) times.

Why did you go?

Well, because it's the Motherland, you know. It's the source of everything’and it
the place of my ancestors. The place I, when | learned of it, wanted to go to, &d sinc
going there, it's my favorite place to go. | love being there, seeing tlweitmajf us
there.

The phrase “the Motherland” what does that mean?

It's the Motherland in that, I've learned that everything comes from Affiika
people, the resources, generations of people, of races all emanate from thibey, tde
from Afrika to Asia to Europe, it all started in Afrika — the science, the math, allrof
knowledge and technology comes from Afrika.

...comes from the place of your ancestors, how do you feel....

Fortunately for me, I've had my DNA done, so that | can say that, my DNA
indicates that I'm part of the Mandinka and the Balanta tribe. It makeemexcited to
know that my ancestors came from that part of Afrika. And, it's exciting too bedaus
can see in my relatives, you know..... when you go to Afrika, you always see people that
look like someone you know, someone in your family, and, of course, | look like
someone they know too. But, when | look at my relatives and my cousins, | can see their
faces when I'm in Afrika, especially when I’'m in West Afrika, so, you knofegel a
direct link to it.

Really?
Yes.

Which is your favorite place?

You know, | don’t have a favorite place. | love every place I've gone, and | really
cannot put my hands on a favorite place. However, | do love traveling to Kemett Keme
is the only place I've gone to, like, two years in a row. And, at this point, | rbeght
going again next year. But, you know, out of all of the places that could be, maybe, a
little bit of a favorite. We're awed by what was found there. The people whthkve,
and raise their families there, | love everything there.

So, tell me a little bit more about the DNA. How does that work? How did

Well, there’s this group called Ancestry.com | heard about when | went to the
Schomburg for a presentation in December, maybe about two or three yearadgo. A
Professor Gates was there, as well as, | forget the other presenter.|Réeal@ut the
DNA and doing the sample, and Professor Gates had his done, and there was some
handouts regarding information on how to get your DNA done. | brought it home, held
onto it for a little while. Then, I called the number and the person on the phone explained
to me what needed to be done. | sent for the kit, they sent it back to me. It vexy all
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easy. They send you this sealed package, you do this swab on the inside of your mouth,
and put it in this envelope they send you. Seal it up, send it back, and in a couple of
months you get your explanation. That was all there was to it. | wasegadde, you

know, growing up, not knowing very much about Afrika; learning everything that you
know after you're an adult, to have this opportunity to find that out, to me, was the best
thing in the world. So, | did it, and | was glad to get those results.

The day that it came, can you describe that?
The day that it came, actually my husband got his first. | thought, well, wghere
mine, when are they going to send mine? | sent them both off at the same time, we should
have got them back at the same time, but we didn’t. | think | got mine a couplgsof da
later, | don’t know how many days later. But, when | got it, | ripped it open cakedi
at it, and | was so excited. | just looked right in the middle of the page for thgdine
and, then, after | saw that, | read the rest of the letter. It was a ©kageaoo because
they send a map of Afrika that puts a star where your tribe lives, it wasgxci

Have you been to any of those places?

| have, well the Mandinka is in Senegal, I've been there, and next year t éxpec
go to Guinea because that's where the Balanta are. So, it'll be my firftere since
learning that | have a linkage there.

That is so exciting.
Yes, yes.

Do you have any recommendations to anybody based on your experiences with
that?
With the DNA?

Yes.

You know, | think that for some people the cost might be prohibitive. For right
now, it might have gone up, but I think it's worth it, you know. You save your coins in a
jar or something, and accumulate what you need to send it off because this way, you
know.....I think of myself as an Afrikan, and I'm always talking to people about being
Afrikan, we're all Afrikan, but to know that you have a linkage, a direct linkage, and, it’s,
like, when you see it in black and white, it’s, like, proof that you came from thene. Eve
though you know you came from there, your ancestors came from there, but when you
see it in black and white, you get that warm fuzzy feeling.

How are you going to prepare for you next flight?

The next flight — I won’t do anything different. Usually, when we’re gding
Afrika, | usually just try to make sure | wear comfortable clothing. Thatar something
that I’'m not going to be too cool on the plane or something. Other than that, | don’t worry
too much about the flight because some people will say, “oh, it's a long flight, you know,
what do you do all that time?” Well, you sleep, watch TV, you read, you relax, you
know, you take a deep breath, and you think about what you're going to do when you get
there, when you got to get back, so, you know it's good quiet time.
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If we didn’t have any direct flights across the Atlantic, how would you, or would
you have even considered going?

Yeah, | would still. It would be, you know, probably a longer trip because you
would have to go to some European countries and take a flight from some European
countries to Afrika. | would do that. In fact, when | went to, we had to go througdlyo It
before we went to, um, before we got to Afrika, we had to make a stop in Italy, and, the
sometimes what happens to is the flight on which the reservations were maddindgee ai
changes at the last minute and there has to be some kind of deviation. But, | would still
go because as | said, it is still my favorite place to go.

If there wasn’t any air transportation available, would you still go?
Oh, yeah, I'd take a cruise. | would cruise again to some European country and
get a flight from there.

Okay, that leaves transportation, we're moving into stereotypes — Cultural
perceptions and how you’'ve been affected. First one is, what were your expadati
and how were they met?

Well, 1 don’t know that | really had any. My reason for going was cuyippdrt
of it, and, the other part was to be able to say that I've been to Afrika. | don’t know that
really had any particular expectations of what it should be like. | go, you kmowot
thinking it should be like this, this or this. | just go.

Were you surprised? Is there anything that you saw or disappointed by anything
that you saw?

| don't, | think | was a little surprised at the density of the population in thes cit
| don’t think | was disappointed in anything except, maybe, a little disappointed a
saddened at the poverty level. Oh yes, | was disappointed that my Afrikan $entder
sisters were trying to imitate people in the U.S. Some of us here ag tinybe more
Afrikan, culturally and spiritually. However, on the other hand, | could see that there
were a lot of good things going on there.

How do you mean?

Well, the fact that the people there are engaged at providing things of livelihood
for themselves. | just found it....it was interesting. It was also odd to meothadsy
people were selling things. On the other hand, there wasn’t much money around. It's
like....who'’s buying it, what are they selling, you know. If you have a million geopl
selling stuff, and those million people are poor, who’s buying it, you know. I still don’t
understand that, | have to figure that out. | guess | didn’t give it much thoughfjubtt |
found that kind of peculiar. The good thing is that everybody is busy, everybodyts tryin
to make a way for themselves. They're not sitting around feeling sorry foséhees.

Excellent. Why would you consider another visit, given the opportunity?

I'd find the opportunity. As | said, | love going there. I try to go thereadtlonce
a year. | would go more often if | could.
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Your primary reason for that is because?

Is to learn about the various countries there. When I'm going there, | do research
on the country itself, the population, the industry, the government, how the government is
set up, their independence — when they gained their independence, and how it's been
since their independence. I try to learn something about the various cultures — and, how
they're all related even though they’re in different countries.

Does that tie back with anything that you relived or anything that you would
hear?

| could see, when | go there and | see what goes on there, | could seedhe dire
link to what’s down here. How my life has been as an Afrikan here, some things my
family, my relatives, my Grandmother, my Great Grandmother does. Fardastahen |
was a young girl, my mother used to wear cowery shell earrings, and bussdher
where she would get them from. She told me where she got them, right now | don’t
remember where she got them, but they were so different, and she was so proud to wear
them. I'm not really sure she understood where they came from, but she was proud that
she wore them, and | never really learned where they came from uatteldsto learn
about Afrika as an adult. Some of the things that are said, as a child, some thiags tha
said to you are said in Afrika, right now | can’t think of any exactly, but | canmdree
that some of the things that were said to me when | was a child are thinigsahain
Afrika, and it’s like, “oh, that's where that came from.”

Do you think of the Afrikan continent as home?
| do, yes.

Well, that kind of covers the next one — where are your ancestral roots? Any
significant research that you’ve done in Senegal with the Mandinka based on tR& D
perspective?

No. When | got the notice, | did go on the internet to do some, to look it up, to see
where they are, the areas that they were in — the Mandinka, as well as, tiie. Extae
in a while, I'll take a look on the internet. | haven't really gatherediafoymation, but |
think before my next trip, | will make some notes before | go.

Will you try to do some genealogical research there?

| doubt it. | don’t know that I'll have the time because, again, you know, | travel
with a group, but I'll see what | can learn. My hope is to be able to meet someone fr
those tribes to let them know that my ancestors are, also, from that tribe.

That is so exciting. You could be talking to a relative.
That'’s right. Yes.

Having been there what does Afrika mean to you?

Afrika means that, you know, as we say “we’re Afrikans living in American” t
say that really means that | consider Afrika as my homeland. | was brermh&merica,
as well as, my immediate ancestors, America is not a homeland. From mpggbiees
America is not a homeland for Afrikans.
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How did you come to that?

Well, when | look at what goes on here in America, all the rules, or the majority
of the rules and regulations, and bills that are passed are things that hamper the
opportunities of Afrikans here in America. For instance, the voting rights billnWie
have others coming to this country, they become citizens, right away they have voting
rights. There’s no bill to say that they have to be, it has to be approved for them to be able
to vote for the next 20 or 25 years, you know. They used us, we were enslaved, we built
this country, and we still have no rights. We have none. Everything we do, every
opportunity we get, every dollar we make, every anything that we getjoir@cequires
a fight.

And, there it's different?

In Afrika? In Afrika, it's different in that you're in Afrika, and you haverikans
in charge, and the hope is that because you have Afrikans in charge they will be more
inclined to work for the benefit of Afrikans than “non” Afrikans. What | see in Afrika
which is saddening to me, is you have Europeans and Asians going into Afrika to secure
the resources that are there, and my fear is that, with so many of them goinfyiketo A
to put a base there, to secure a base there; to build there, for instance the Cixnese ha
already built a bridge there that collapsed — now how bad is that? It just showglthey di
sloppy job. But, to have others go there, and set up base there, go there supposedly to
help Afrikans to me, is a misnomer — they're there for their own benefits anamihei
benefits and theirs only. The US wants to go there now to set up military base&an Af
No, they should not go there. They have no business setting up a military base in Afrika
because once they do that, they’ll start moving to other areas and take owrthehi
Afrikans there should be allowed, left alone to do what they need to do for Afrika.

We got to this because it was about “homeland.” That Afrika is viewed as
homeland, and America is not homeland, and that was some of the reasonings why?
You feel that Afrika is really homeland, did | restate that right?

Yes.

When there, how did you communicate?

Well, with English, you know, sometimes you learn a few words, few local
words, a few important words that you need to get your points across. You hava to lear
the currency, and what it’s called, and how to count it; and, then depending on the areas
that you're in, you get a list from the locals there will share the lagyegwéh you on
how to communicate. And, for the most part they speak English. So, that helps a lot.

Who or what did you recognize — Pictures, actions, principals, values? We may
have touched a little bit on this before.

Yes, | think we did because you go there, you know, you see your cousins, your
aunts, your uncles, your brothers, and your sisters, your neighbors. You also sesthat m
people are busy making a life for themselves, raising families, gettinduaaten being
the best that they can be.
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How does that make you feel?

It feels great! | remember once when, and my husband will probably talk about
this. We were at - we were visiting with a king. The king thought that one of thenden a
his group was the uncle to my husband, because my husband looked so much like this
person there. And, we all got a good laugh from it, but it's true you see peoplevtier
look they're your relatives or your friends. | think they share the samesvildaewe do —
that we're all here to do good, and we should do good; the same that | am my brother’s
and sister’s keeper is not just words, these are things that we should do.

How are things different — food, customs, values, actions?

Some of the foods were a little different. Whenever | visit Afrika, | aiay
some of the local foods; on the other hand, they eat generally what most people
throughout the world eats, it's just that some of it is prepared a littleefiffénan what
we would do here in the United States. But, | overall, have very good experiences.

Were there any customs that were a little different?

Well the custom of eating with your fingers, and sharing the dish with the food on
it. You know | have to remind myself that I'm in the Motherland, and this is how it was,
and this is how it is. Sometimes, eating with the fingers, depending on what it is;
something | have to do, to push myself to do; but, otherwise. The other thing | remember
in West Afrika — you receive things with your right hand instead of your left haina — |
left-handed — so, that when they’re giving me things, and | reach for it witkftrhaind,
they have to remind me, no, take it with my right hand, so that’'s one thing that | have to
remind myself of.

Do you know why or how that is?

Yes, they use the right hand because of — what the left hand is used for, generally
as a people, what the left hand is used for, you use it for your personal body when you'’r
in the bathroom, then, you should not use it when you are eating and drinking, that’'s what
| was told.

Anything else you want to mention that might have been differenteims of
values, or actions, and principles?
No, that’s all I can think of.

How were you received?

Well received. Again, you get a warm fuzzy feeling. Everybody you theet
makes you feel welcome, they tell you “welcome back home” “wead t9 have you
back” and they always do everything they can to make your visit there vergrileas

How has this experience changed you, changed your perspective?

Well, I guess it has changed the community because I'm in the communaity, a
it's changed me in that, | always talk about Afrika, and everybody — all Aikad
Americans — should go there at least once in their life to make the connection. But, if
you're not able to go, you should help somebody else to go. | talk about it all of the time
how important it is that we make sure we claim Afrika as a homeland, beciluset\a
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homeland we don't exist as Afrikans. If there are no Afrikans, there are no sfitka
America.

So, has it changed you in any way?

It's changed me in the fact, that I'm proud that I'm from Afrika. Some peotle sti
say “Why do you go to Afrika? Why do you go there every year?” “Why ndttfait's
where your roots are, you might not want them to be from there, but that's where you
roots are. So, it's changed me in the sense that | feel the need to go there asimuch as
can.

What do you do differently now that you didn’t do before going?

| don’t know, except talk about it more, read about it more. When | go on the
internet, | check the news, | check the international news, and sometirpes ih a
country and see what's going on there. When | get the local paper, | check to see what
they say about Afrika, as well as, Haiti and other black countries. So, |beatlia
more, and | want to read about it more, and | want to know about it more, about what’s
going on in Afrika and other minority...[entities].

What do you do with that information?

| share it with others. If there’s something that requires action or telepatiror
email, or something, I'll send out emails. | get emails regarding — frianvyger — that
talks about Haiti, and what's going on in Haiti. | learn from this lawyer, imaailethat
European women are going to Afrika, women in their 50’s and 60’s, going to Afrika to
have sex with young men, young Afrikans. They go there, they buy these little tbing
them, it's like what they are doing is making them gigolos. They go there, and “hook up”
with these young men in Afrika. But, for them, it's a means of getting some money,
getting some new shoes, new shirts, new pants, or whatever, but that was tlezembst r
emails that I've gotten that we should know about.

Has your relationship with others changed?

No, I don’t know that it's changed so much except people who know that | go
there every year, they're “oh, where are you going next year?” Thigre'oh, well, |
know where you’re going next year, you're going to Afrika”. “Yes.” AndntHevell,
where are you going in Afrika? Haven't you been to every place in Afrikd@; fot yet.
| haven't gotten to half the countries in Afrika.”

The relationships remain about the same.
They were good relationships, and they're still good relationships.

Okay. | guess what I'm trying to get to is was there any impact? Can you see
any impact on them based on what you’'ve shared with them?

| think the fact that | talk about Afrika a lot, and remind them that they should go,
and, | go “when are you going to go? And they say “I'm going to go” And, the{Cia
| don’t know when I'm going to go.” And, | say, “Well, you have to pick a day, | mean,
pick a year, then, after you pick the year, you pick the month; then, after you dmthat,
save your money, so you know you’re going. Because each time they knownthat I’
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going they say “Oh, I'm going to go” and, | say, “when are you going to §b&¥y say,

“oh, you always ask me that.” “Well, when are you going to go?” Sometithasithey

want to go when we talk about it, but after the conversation there is no need to say or do
anything. For them it was just conversation for me, since they know I love to talk about
Afrika.

Okay, what are your new expectations?

In going to Afrika? Well, my expectations are always to learn about thergpunt
and the customs, and the practices there in whatever country | visit. Theungwess -
the new expectation is to learn about what goes on there, and to be able to celate it t
what I've seen or grown up with, or what goes on here in the US.

Is there any one significant thing that you think has really changed you, ngvi
gone; maybe from your personal experience, or, maybe, from all your combined
experiences?

| don’t know if | can think of any one thing. But, wholly as a person being able to
understand recognize and understand the world, the whole perspective of what goes on,
and how everything is interrelated, and how countries, other countries - other than
countries in Afrika — how they are related, and how dependent they are on Afrikaand th
resources that’s provided are means for me to really think about the world as anehole
that we're all so much individuals, but how everything is interrelated.

Last question in this collective is - having been to Afrika, what does Aogzeri
mean to you?

Well, it doesn’t mean much. I'm here, | was born here, | grew up here. | don’t
know that it means, it doesn’t mean a lot to me, because of the way it is. The way it
operates - because of the bills, the rules, the regulations, the achievemdntsanEA
The constant battle against the powers; and, unfortunately, those who control tlensituat
define the situation. And, because we have very little control here in Ameata, vot
able to define much of what goes on especially how it affects us. | think wioatd say
is that.....I remember having a session with Professor James Small, he said
that.......... okay, I'm going to have to come back to that, | lost my train of thought.

Last one — the next is demographic, occupation, educational level, marital
status, age, city and state, and, if you care to share this fine, if not, fine. But, lldvou
like to know specifically where you were born, what state, city.......

| was born and raised in South Carolina. | came to New York after high school.

And, you've been here in New York since?
Yes, I've been in New York, | guess many years.

Would you mind sharing your educational level?
Well, 'm a college graduate.

Anything else you'd like to add?
No, | — <the thing | was going to talk about> it escaped me completely.
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Well, you can always call me later. Anything you think you'd like to incorporate
this, just give me a call.
Thank you for giving me the opportunity.
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The Effect of Air Transportation on Culturalization: A Study of
African American Tourist Travel Impact

PARTICIPANT INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPTION

Holiday Inn, Jamaica, NY

JOE

Today is Sunday, December 23, 2007, I'm Alethia Futtrell, doctoral candidate at
Oklahoma State University. I'm involved in a research study about thesetifiect
aviation industry and international leisure travel between the United States ahd We
Africa has directly or indirectly fostered changes in the African Acaaridentity. | am
here with Joe.

Travel and transportation — what were your experiences?

In getting ready to leave America — the airport, the flight, the costintie® W/Vhat
were some of your experiences?

In regards to preparation - learning what was needed to travel. How davek tr
today? Given the events of 9/11, some preparation involved in what you should take, how
you should store it, the amount of items that you could take. That was a littldibitldif
So, what | had to do was, | went online. | had to do a little bit of research, tnalvel a
tourism research, and try to get some information on the items that wereang tiests
could, actually, go on the plane now.

In regards to arrival at the airport, it was a little hectic. The lines {oeg,
security was heightened. Again, 9/11 had a lot to do with the time that we had to wait to
have our bags checked, which was necessary. The cost? I, actually, found thetkest for
package was very reasonable for the most part. | do have some friends thakickvel
and forth to Africa, and I’'m usually told that they pay really ridiculous amoonts f
travel. | think since | was traveling with this group, it actually madée. rates were
better. Travel time? Travel time was 9 hours actually to Senegal. Agaaydseof my
preconceived ideas, and not knowing that much about Africa, again, | do have friends
that travel back and forth to Africa, | have a friend who travels back and fortmatoats
and her flight was.....I believe she told me it was 16 — 21 hours to Ghana. But, I've
always had this preconceived idea that the travel time was so long. So, thalsmwhy
going, | never really.....I've always wanted to travel to Africa, but $ wdittle
discouraged about this idea that | had about time in flight.

When | arrived in Africa, it was a little hectic at the airport, it wattla |
confusing. Our travel time....the time that we took from Africa, the airport tbdted
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was a little disappointing; the drive from the hotel, not the hotel, but from the airport to
the hotel was a little disappointing. | was a little disappointed to me, betteusé&ica,

to me, was in ruins. | wasn't, it was too soon for me to be disappointed off the plane.
Returning trip from Africa? Arrival was okay, there was no long line. It wsisl¢aving

out to go to Africa where the long wait happened.

On your perceived time that it took to get to Africa, where do you think you got
that idea?
Originally, from friends.

Okay. And, then, when you actually did go, | think you said it was 9 hours.
Nine hours to Senegal, yes.

How has aviation contributed to your needs here in America?

| would say availability of certain goods that | can get in America whimhlav
not be readily available to me, like African items, sculptures, craft wankaK tvithout
aviation, I'm think that these items would find their way here, but, | think, aviation has
made it much more accessible.

You mentioned African items and craft work, could you be a little more
specific?

African masks, | have a tendency to collect African masks, the fabric, clpthing
Shea butter, jewelry.

Okay. Has aviation offered any other conveniences to your life?

Now, that | know that.....since I've gone t Africa that the trip is not as lengthy a
thought it would be, | will definitely consider traveling to other parts of Afrio other
parts of, so called, third world countries, | would consider travel to.

When was your last visit to West Africa?
My last visit to West Africa was in February 2007.

How many times have you been?
That was my first time.

Why did you go?

I've always had, growing up, I've always had this fondness of Africa. Through
my own research from what I've learned in college, I've always wantedrto heore
about it. One thing is that you hear stories about Africa, and you can read about it, but
had to see it firsthand for myself. | try not to be....I try not to let other peddkss and
ideology change the way | feel about something. | need to see thingssastigate
things on my own, and do my own research.

You said, growing up you had “a fondness for”....what does that mean?

Fondness for.....an attachment to. I've always considered myself to beacéddspl
African, even though I’'m here, | know that my homeland or people of African descent,
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their homeland, or the Motherland, is considered Africa. It may, also, have to do with the
research that | do. Africa is considered to be the cradle of civilizatioorddée of

mankind. This is my theory, and, a theory that other people hold. | have a strong hold to
want to learn more about it.

As a “displaced African” and having done the research, I'm sure that it gave
more insight and more knowledge to where you are today, to where you are today. But,
if, you can, can you go back before that, how did you know that you had a fondness of
Africa? What gave that to you? How did you learn about Africa?

My father used to always talk about Africa. It may have been the littleabit e
learned in history classes in junior high school. It left me.....the little bit thdtlearn,
it left me wanting to know more about it. It’s just that there were so mamg, dhe so
many unanswered.....there are so many things that | wanted to know, and so many
unanswered problems.

Sounds like what | did heard....what | think | heard you say was the true spark
of interest came from your Father? And, then, it grew from there to yourauh
Yes.

So, the schools had information?
Some.

Some, okay.

Very little. Pretty much that bit of information that they provided.....it was that
blacks came here to America, we were slaves, but I've always thouglitetetmas so
much more than that.

How will you prepare for your next visit to Africa?
| think I’'m going to pack less.

That's the number one answer.

Yes, pack less so that | can bring back more items of interest. So, that | can
actually share the things like masks and jewelry to family, for friends, sthéhacan,
maybe, actually, develop some interest as well.

If there was no direct Trans-Atlantic flights to Africa, how would you coder
getting there, or would you?

| would have to find a way. If there was a direct boat to Africa, | would have to
find a way. If I had to travel by flight to another area and get on a boat or ship, | would
get there.

Stereotypes and Cultural perceptions: How have you been affected? What were
your expectations before going, and how were they met?

Before going, I didn’'t know....when | got there, we got off the airplane and we
were driving to the hotel. There was so much undeveloped land, there was so much
building.....so many buildings that were in ruin. Again, | didn’t expect to see tlmt rig
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away, and, that was somewhat disappointing to me. Were my expectationgyoess |

my expectations were not met. | just had to accept the fact that Afrleavgaly that it is

and it has a lot to do with history, it has a lot to do with colonialization. It has a lot to do
with people taking from Africa, and, not putting back into Africa. |, also, thinkstahlmt

to do with even Africans themselves who live in Africa, sometimes, | think have a
tendency to turn away from Africa and want to go outside of Africa to live elsewhere
instead of going back to, and trying to build Africa up. It is what it is, and | lawe ¢t
accept that.

What were you, you mentioned this before, where you got off the plane, and you
were on your way to the hotel, what did you think you were going to see?

| was a little devastated at the fact that.....I was expecting to see..n't was
expecting to see it in such ruin. | was expecting to see.....to me it was dkaast
warzone. There were times that it appeared as if they had started buildatmgea
building, and, then that maybe that the building, halfway through, it wasn’t finished,
uncomplete, it was, just, too much ruin, and | was expecting to see more. | just wasn't
expecting to see that on the way there to the hotel. | was just expecting toregé m
know that, you know, it's not like a European country where it would be.....it's really a
hard question for me to answer, maybe | can come back to that.

What surprised you, and, then, what disappointed me?

What surprised me, what disappointed me. | think certain parts of Africa are
experiencing colonialism, there’s a lot of Chinese, Arabic, I, sometimegimave
impression that my African brothers can tolerate things more so, than | cdufk ia a
certain degree, even in their own country, they’re considered...... are treatectbke se
class citizens to newly arrived Chinese, Japanese, Arabic people. That disamgoiat
a certain degree. It may have a lot to do with our experiences are diffesastbbrn in
the United States, | know a little bit about the history of Africa, the enskvieof Africa
and its people. When you go there, and you see Africans being treated with such
disrespect, it harbors a lot of feelings inside me that... you don’t wanbA&ricepeat
that vicious cycle again — of slavery, of colonialization, that's what disappointed me
great deal.

Were there any surprises?

Yes, there was a surprise. | was really surprised that a lot of...... tignera
Africans are hardworking people, and, they need the opportunity just like evergene el
to thrive. A lot of the Africans own, | guess what would be considered, the open market.
They're selling their goods, their masks, jewelry, on the streets, ay'ifetiselling flea
market items. To me, if Africa is going to build itself up, especiallye§ah you can’t
survive or build a nation on selling those types of goods. | mean, those types of goods are
fine, maybe, in a market, in a marketplace, but to build a country up...... Africa needs to
start employing Africans to work in the stores. A lot of the stores are own&rhbic
people, Chinese people, and that’s disheartening. Africa needs to....they neectio empl
their own, and they need to start building up their own nation. Everyone has to survive,
and an individual can’t survive on selling, so called, | guess it would be.....market goods.
It's hard to make a living like that. And, it seems that everyone is sellirgathe
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product, so it’s, just, too much competition....too much competition. One person is
selling masks, and, of course, 3000 persons are selling masks, so how could these people
survive as individuals and support their families and thrive as a nation.

Why would you consider another visit, given the opportunity?

| would consider another visit to see where | could help. How | could givé aid.
think the trip to Africa has opened my eyes to maybe getting involved on some type of
level because, for me, the bigger picture is no longer about me, it's about what | can,
actually, do for others.

Are you looking at Africa or the African continent as home?

Yes, actually, I've considered possibly moving to it. Maybe, somewhere down the
line, having a home in Africa, a place that | can, actually, go back and visit, amallyact
call my little part of Africa, my piece of Africa.

Where are your ancestral roots?
My family is, actually, from Jamaica, Montego Bay. That's my Mothsite of
the family, and my Father’s side is from the south.

Here in the States?
Here in the States, yes.

As far as you know, do they have any idea of their ancestral roots?

Yes, my Mother, yes. Going back to.....l think she knows as much as her Mother
knows, and that’s that they came from Jamaica; but, as far as being ablediotpa
particular region in Africa, no.

With you having been there, what does Africa mean to you?

To me Africa is considered to be home, is considered to be.....it was the cradle of
civilization. | always will have a connection to Africa. | remember nmgld made a
point, if you take a German Shepherd....if a German Shepherd is born in America, that
dog is still considered to be a “German” Shepherd, it is not an American Sheplerd. Ev
though I'm displaced, | will always have an attachment to Africa.

Viewing Africa as the cradle of civilization, and you’re considering it as hemm
based on the fact that it's the cradle of civilization, what does...... how do you define
home, what do you mean by home?

A place that | can go and feel a connection with a group of people, whether it be
spiritually, culturally.....a place where | can, actually, go to feel a cdiomewith my
ancestors. Being here in America, I've been through so many misconcepibans a
Africa, and some spirituality, | want to be amongst people that | feel cathiect

How did you communicate?

As soon as we got there, there were some individuals that, actually, speak
English.
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And, were those the only people that you had to communicate with?
No, if | needed to speak to someone that, that spoke a different African dialect,
we’d find an interpreter.

What or who did you recognize in Africa, either through features or actions or
values or principles.

Since I've, actually, had the opportunity to do a little bit of research beforg goin
to Africa, | did some research on Senegal, and prior to that, doing my own independent
reading about Kemet - Egypt, there’s a Professor by the name of CheikBidptavho
was a Professor at the University of Dakar [in 1987 name was changed to Wniversi
Cheikh Anta Diop to honor the Senegalese scholar] in Senegal. We actually.....when |
was in Africa we, actually, had the opportunity to visit the university beckwanted to
see exactly where this man did his work, where he did his research. So, we actuall
traveled to the university to talk to a couple of the professors and to see what the
university looked like. To me that was a recognizable feature for me, becaisdnays
read a little bit.....I've read some information in regards to the type of work théChe
Anta Diophad did, and | just wanted to make that connection.

Was there anything else that you could recognize?

Africans are very spiritual people. It seems as if they spend a lot i@tiahoto
the one most high. That is a very important value, and, to me, you should give adoration
to the one most high. That’'s our purpose of being here, we're supposed to be in
adoration. It seems they are constantly in adoration.

While there, did you see anybody that you thought you knew from here?

Yes, and many times | did. The facial features are very, very similabtoé |
black Americans here. Even though they are on another side of the world, you would
think that so many, we’d have so many differences, but, there are so mangt@sila

What about, also, in that same vane, was there anything in principal or values,
or actions. | guess what I'm asking is - here Mother, Father, grandparents.ngfs
that you know or take for granted that....my mother did this, and that was because
she’s my mother, that's why she did it. But, when | go to Africa, | see ofteple
doing that same kind of thing, now, | think about it differently.

One thing that | did recognize is that African men hold their women up with great
respect. Here in the states, when men are walking down the street, they g€ themn
turn around, and they cat-call, and they, try to pick women up, and, sometimes, it's very
disrespectful. But, when | went to Africa there was nothing like that, analliy re
surprised me because...... again, maybe it was a preconceived idea, but....you hear a lot
in the news how black men treat black women, and, | guess, when | was goirlg there
was thinking it was going to be the same thing, and it's not. They're very tiegpec
their women. When engaging or walking down the street, they don’t turn around to try to
pick women up, or solicit certain things. It's really just a different typattitide, and
that kind of....I was really surprised, very surprised. | was really happge that. |
think, in general, we have a lot to learn from each other.

288



How were they different, in terms of food or customs or principles, values, and
actions, and, maybe the preceding answer kind of falls into that, were there dmey ot
kind of differences.

In regards to the food, from the samples, the food in the hotel, | wish that, | think
there was that fresh influence, and, that European influence there. | wishddahe
opportunity to, maybe, sample food from the countries, or real traditional African foods
from, maybe, visiting a tribe. | think | didn’t really have the opportunity to connecttin tha
way. | was a little disappointed that | had to have French fries with ray; hreally
wanted to get into the core of traditional African foods. Actually, | wanteddpis
regards to religion, you have Muslims, you have Catholics in Africa, but | démtee
the traditional people and see what traditional spirituality they practi¢decebe
Christianity and before the Muslim faiths came along.

Can you describe how you were received?

| was received very well. They actually, the Africans, treated mfe agass their
brother, and that was, that’s a great feeling to be so far away from this placeppled pe
can take you in and take you in with open arms, that was a great feeliragld tne
almost feel as if I'd never left. | remember when we were travdlican’'t remember.
We were traveling on a bus, and we were traveling, it was a great distamcie hotel,
and our tour guide, when he was talking to someone else that he met along theyway, the
talk as if they know each other, as if they're their long lost brother. They haeata g
respect for each other in that way which we don’t’ really have here in the Utdtied.S

How has the experience changed you, your perspective, and your community?

My perspective is that since I've gone to and traveled to Africa, that shewae
out there to see. It makes....and, also, in that same note, | will never take alsgime
second hand information as to be valuable, in regards to Africa, unless | go and see it
myself. When | came back from Africa, | had the opportunity, | must have spokeitabout
to my friends to try to encourage them to travel more. We need to get rid of these
preconceived ideas which other people have give to us, there’s no need to fear Africa.
Prior to my travels, talking about it to certain individuals, again, people have these
preconceived ideas that it's nothing but a waste land, and it has nothing to offer. And,
again, maybe, what they were taught, maybe what they were, or, maybectieejt w
taught, maybe, it's just a lack of information and not knowing. The only way to know
about a particular place or country is to get the information yourself, and to exXylore.
main goal is to find out where | can contribute, and how can | be of service to individuals
that have less than me.

What do you now do differently after your return?

| try to be mindful of not wasting things, whether it be water, whether it be food.
Sometimes, | think | have a tendency to buy food in abundance just because it’'s there.
And, | have to realize that there are people in Africa and many other parts of ithe wor
who don’t have the opportunities like | do, so, I try to be mindful in that way to be a little
more conscience of how | utilize food. I try to be a little bit more givingngeérst-
hand, how people live day-to-day, it makes you want to give more of yourself.
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Has your relationship with others changed since you returned?

| would say so. I'm trying to be a little more family oriented, and...thaljam
unity is so much more important to me now than it was before. | think..., and it may have
a lot to do with the black American experience in regards to slavery, how we were
separated from each other — mother from child, husband from wife — | think that
psychologically has impaired black American’s ability to be a faonliy. | think my
experience in Africa has changed my view on that, family is very importashtya
actually have to....in order to....we have to become unified in order to improve ourselves
as black people, as a whole, as a family, as a nation.

What are your new expectations?

I’'m charging myself with trying to do more travel. My goal is to set wnal ffor,
some type of fund, a fund for, maybe, one of the university students so that they can
pursue their educations, their dreams. Instead of being selfish, and thinking abdfjt myse
helping someone out that definitely has less than I, and improving their qualfey. of i

Now, that you've been to Africa, what does America mean to you?

Now, that I've been to Africa, sometimes, | have so much disdain for what
America means, and American values. To be honest there wouldn’t be an Ami¢rica if
wasn't for the efforts of blacks, of the slaves that were here. Amisripeetty much,
built on the backs of slavery, and | kind of have that feeling towards a lot of European
countries — Portugal, France, a lot of countries that were involved in the slave trade and
the exporting of slaves to build their country. It's disheartening to me, andgohas
been taken from Africa, and one of the main resources were the people. Aficahad
the opportunity to thrive and to grow. Still today, Africa is being raped, natgalirces
are leaving — gold, diamonds from South Africa — everything is being taken oftriacz A
to build up other nations, and it’s really disheartening. You can’t expect people, or the
African nation to become independent and to grow when too many things are being taken
away from it. Again, its still being, | think, being colonialized, and people are taking
everything away from it. It can’t prosper, the people can’t prosper, theaAfriation
can't prosper. This is really disheartening to me. Sometimes, | fed\ftinzd needs to
take note of other countries that were able to survive without European or American
interest. They need to start to follow the philosophies of Cuba, of the Cuban nation
because Cuba has managed to become, have the third best health care in the world
without imperialist interests. So, | mean, Africa can survive but they need toolook f
other people to do so.

Okay, now, let’s see if we can encapsulate that into “what does America mean
to you?” What you answered....are you saying that America needs to do all those
things, or not do those things. What does America mean to you now — that you've seen
with your own eyes what you've seen, now, you come back. How does America look,
what does America now mean?

| don’t know if America could really do anything for Africa. | think, prattych,
they have done enough. America’s values are basically greed on greed aGdevhat
they can get from a nation to benefit themselves, | don’t appreciate or ligacam
values because of the hardships they have caused to indigenous people - African
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indigenous people, Native American — | really don’t think America can do augykbi
Africa now. Right now, America is just a place where | could reside ucdih ifind
somewhere else to, somewhere | can live where | can agree with tbeisyatem.
Basically, the bottom line is, | hate America and its value system, thattsottom line.

Okay. The last section has to do with demographics. Tell me a little bit about
yourself — your occupation, educational level, marital status, age, and where yoe wer
born and grew up. If you don’t want to answer any of these questions, that’s okay to, so
you tell me.

I’'m an occupational therapist, and occupational therapy, actually, deals with
working with individuals that have disabilities. I've worked in....it's a rehtdtilre
science. I've worked in a hospital/nursing home for about nine years dealing with
individuals who have strokes, fractures, heart attacks, spinal cord injury individoals. T
main purpose to what | do is to help an individual regain their, what we call, astiofti
daily living, be able to get up and get into the shower, groom themselves. Everlytting t
we, so called able bodied people, that we take for granted. You and | would get up in the
morning, and do what we need to do and we be ready to go out. Someone who has had an
injury, they have to rethink and do things differently. So, my intervention is to getting
this individual to function in their daily life. Currently, I'm working in the schoatem,
and | work with kids that have autism, and different learning disabilities. Myagoah
occupational therapist in the school system, is to help my clients, my kids, to function so
that they can be able to do their school work, so that they can move along frentograd
grade. | have a Bachelors of Science for Occupational Therapy.ngiesand I'm 41.

I've lived, pretty much, in Queens for all my life. | have no children.

So you were born and raised and grew up in New York?
In New York, yes.

Well, Joe, that takes care of all of the structured questions that | had. Is there
something that | should have asked that wasn't there?

No, | really think that the interview was pretty thorough. Actually, you magle m
think about things that | probably never would have thought about if it wasn’t for the
interview. There’s actually, I think, it's encouraging me to, maybe, podsiioly about
travel to Africa as soon as possible. You know one thing that | do want to say that I find
disheartening is that travel expenses for individuals who were born in Africaroinbor
another part of the world, sometimes, | have the opportunity to speak to friends, and they
tell me that they’ve been wanting to travel back to Africa but it costs tbemush
money. Maybe, | have to do my own research and find out why it has to cost so much for
one person who was born and is native to a country to travel back to that country, and, |
think, for the most part, it, maybe, discourages individuals from travel because expenses
are just way so high. And, that’s one thing that | need to look into myself.

So, let me see if | heard what you said. You've got people from Africa that have

said they come to America, and they’re here legally for whatever reason, iagybe
at school, or doing whatever they’re here doing, and they're in a legal statusy The
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would like the opportunity to go back home to visit family, but they can’t because the
cost of the ticket, to do that, is prohibitive. Is that what you were saying?

Yes. They come to the United States to make a better living, to obtain jobs in
order to live here in the states, and have to, to survive. But, on that same note, they, also,
want to send money home, and, then, eventually travel home, but it seems that it’s just so
difficult.

Okay. It's cost prohibitive. They would like to go back, but they don’t have the
resources to do that.
The funds to do that, yes.

It would be the same cost for you and | to go, as it is for them to go. So, they're
not looking....but because they’re here trying to better themselves, and probably
working at a job that doesn’t afford them discretionary income so that they coutd ge
back and forth to visit home, is that what I'm hearing?

Yes. It's just very difficult for them. And, you know, at times, | have ad¢any
to, maybe | think a little bit too much, sometimes, | think, it, also, it forces a disgonne
because for those individuals that want to get back home and share experienceg, see ho
the family life is going, visit relatives, they can’t do that becaiséard for them to do
so. Again, these individuals come here and get involved with selling, so called, African
goods, that’s not sustaining them enough, so that they would be able to travel back home.
To me, it creates another type of disconnect for African people.

How would you venture to fix that?

That's a hard question, that's a really hard question to answer. The resedrch has
be done. Why is it so expensive for travel? Maybe, better opportunities for individuals
who come here to the states to better themselves, to get decent jobs. Tladiyshand
guestion. It's just that the research has to be done to figure out why the traeehane
to be so expensive.

Without any research, and not trying to answer your question, just a liite
that | think in what I've observed is that 9/11 played a big factor, a major factor in
increasing prices, as well as, the oil situation, and | think those are the tamrthings
that caused the price of air travel to go up. But, yeah, there’s some ways todwit
so that, Africans that are here can get back home, that would benefit me too. So, if you
find that answer, then, I'm ready. Anything else that you can think of thabsld be
included in this work?

No.

And, if you think of something tomorrow, next week, or whenever, email me,
give me a call, or something, and let me know so that | could get it included.dther
thing is once all of this is transcribed, I'm going to get back in touch with yauysu
can go through it and make sure that I've captured accurately what you've shared.
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The Effect of Air Transportation on Culturalization: A Study of
African American Tourist Travel Impact

PARTICIPANT INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPTION

Received via eMail January 14, 2008
Telephone Follow-up January 15, 2008

LOSS OF A MOTHER'’S LOVE
What were your travel experiences (airport, flight, cost, time)?

Going/departing AmericaMy departure to Dakar, Senegal was pretty much
uneventful. When | arrived at the departure counter there you were haviogltiffi
getting the airlines to talk your additional baggage on board without additiomgesha
agreed to include on of your bags as mine and proceeded to the gate. Makeba amd | talke
and ate and a few hours later were told our flight was delayed. It wasdedmyed on
the tarmac. | had previously had some concerns about my charges as | wgsasbagn
for a portion of the trip and sharing a room for the initial segment.

While in Africa: Although | had asked for a roommate that did not snore or
smoke that was not to be. | shared a room with a woman who snored and spent several
hours without sleep.

Returning to America The return trip home was also uneventful.

How has aviation contributed to your needs in America (availability of
productsy

Living in New York, the melting pot of America, there is very little that gan
not find from abroad. There are neighborhoods in New York City which are ghettos for
every nationality on earth and the various products associated with their cultures.

Has aviation offered any conveniences to your life?
Yes, | love to visit different places, learn about different cultures, and get away
from the cold climate of New York during the winter.

When was your last visit to West Africa?
Prior to February 2007, | visited Nigeria in 1995.
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How many times have you been?
Twice.

Why did you go?
| went to Nigeria with my family, as a family vacation and to Dakal wity
friend as a vacation.

How will you prepare for your next flight to West Africa

| have no confirmed reservations to travel to West Africa at this tiama, |
however currently looking into meeting up with my African American frientali by
using my frequent flyer miles to save money.

If there were no direct trans-Atlantic flights how would you considetigey
there?

If I were not able to fly | would definitely have second thoughts about traveling
by cruise ship as It would take several days to make the trans-Atlantimgross

Stereotypes — Cultural PerceptionsHow have you been affected?

What were your expectations and how were they met?

| really hadn’t done any research on either Nigeria or Dakar prior to travel
because | was traveling with friends who had prior experiences in thossaleaas not
concerned. | was open to any new experiences that those two cultures would lodfer.
not concerned about safety issues | usually like to talk to the natives and learh throug
discussion and visiting museums and other institutions.

What surprised you and disappointed you?

| was both surprised and disappointed that | advised that | should not walk about
Dakar alone. | wanted to go about the market alone to look for batik, however, on the
advise of the group leader it was suggested that we travel and pay for escortsevhen e
we left the hotel.

| was also disappointed with the constant barrage of vendors, wherever we went,
trying to sell us their trinkets.

Why would you consider another visit, given the opportunity?
Yes (See above)

Are you looking at the African continent as home?
Definitely not.

Where are your ancestral roots?

| can trace my maternal ancestors back to two - three generations iy gtave
Virginia and Tennessee. My paternal ancestors can only traced twatyameand
located in South and North Carolina.

Having been there, what does Africa mean to you?
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Africa is the place from which my ancestors were stolen or sold into glaver

How did you communicate?
In Nigeria they speak English quite well and in Dakar, we traveled with gscort

who translated. There were also some who | cam in contact with that did speak some
English.

What/who did you recognize (features, actions, principles, values)?
Hummm, Ummm, | don’t know that | did recognize any.

How were they different (food, customs, principles, values, actions)?

There was not as much variety as you find living in New York and being raised in
New York. Being raised a Christian, there were lots of differencasstoms, principles,
values and actions, especially as they related to woman and how they are allowed to
practice the Muslim religion. They believe in polygamy which is not practiced aatite
cost and is illegal in the USA.

Describe how you were received

We were met at the airport by the tour leader and were transported with our
luggage to an air-conditioned bus. There was some uncertainty as to who was working
for the tour guide and who could be trusted to take our luggage.

How has the experience changed you, your perspective, your community?

My two trips did not change me or my community. Being raised in NYC and
being a child of the sixties during the civil rights movement, with an Nigeriafelinc
have not experienced feeling really relaxed and comfortable and being ptabtxeart
of any community, NY, the USA, Brazil, the Caribbean, Panama, and Europe.

What do you now do differently after returning?
Nothing.

Has your relationship with others changed after returning?
No.

What are your new expectations?
None.

Having been to Africa, what does America mean to you?

Having been to Africa does not change, in any way what America means to me
America is still the place where my ancestors were brought to work and bsild thi
country and make it rich. It is still a country where Black Americans acemdisated
against and are still treated as refugees when it comes to education, cicggs, eespect
and etc. It is also a country that gives more (education, rights, accesst ggpetc) to
immigrants than those descendants of these same slaves who contributed so much to this
country’s wealth, technology, and culture.
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Demographics: Please tell me about yourself

Occupation:Retired

Educational level:BA

Marital status: Single

Age:55

City and State
Born: New York, New York
Childhood/grew up:Laurelton, Queens, New York
Adult: Brooklyn, New York
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The Effect of Air Transportation on Culturalization: A Study of
African American Tourist Travel Impact

PARTICIPANT INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPTION

Holiday Inn, Jamaica, NY

MAKEBA

Today is Tuesday, December 25, 2007; | am Alethia Futtrell, doctorial candidate
at Oklahoma State University. | am involved in a research study about ths #ffec
aviation industry and international leisure travel between the United States ahd We
Africa has directly or indirectly fostered changes in the African Acaaridentity. | am
here with Makeba. This interview is divided into three areas.

Travel — Transportation: What were your experiences?

What were your travel experiences (airport, flight, cost, time)?

| found that my travel at the airport ran smoothly, | was excited...it was not my
first flight...but | was very excited knowing where | was going...my first trop tocAfri
The cost was well worth it. The timing was great. It did not take very mggttthere-six
and one-half hours. It was just GREAT.

Going/departing America

In essence wherever | am going, | tend to be an early person, so | was b excite
going to the Motherland for the first time that | was at the airport about 4 hoors bef
departure. | know that is a little unusual but THAT IS how excited and nervous | was
because | had no clue what was going to happen, what | was going to encoumtdr, whe
got there, or anything. | was so excited | did not want to be late and chasaggrthie
plane.

While in Africa

Now, that's another story. During one of my adventures in Africa we got in the
cab and the cab broke down. So what we ended up doing was... getting out of the cab and
pushing it.But that was okay...we went on where we had to go. We arrived at our
destination safely.

Did you have to push the cab all the way there?
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| would say about one-quarter of the way...we had to help him “pop the
clutch”...but that was okay. We knew where we were and if this is what it took to get the
car started...we did it...and did it with amusement and pride, | guess. Beaaase it
funny but we did it and everything went smoothly...we did not stop any more.

| want and | still have not done it, ride the bus over there. They call it the "I don't
care bus." But | am told it is not very safe to ride it...but one day | am going ¢o ¢eat
bus even if | only go a block. It is very very crowded, and it is there mode of
transportation for the average person. It's reasonable and cost effecthenfoSo that's
the way they travel. They are not fortunate to have their own vehicle as we do in
America. But that's okay...you go with the flow.

Return to America

The transportation coming back we were always escorted...transported to the
airport by a bus. And when | have gone on my own we got in a cab. And depending on
the time of day, it can take you anywhere from an hour to reach that airporntg twe
minutes. The flight is great. | have not had any problems and | have beehereeur
three or four different airlines. And they have all been good even the ones wheo | had t
layover. Everything was nice and it was smooth. | have never encountered a problem
Flight scheduling now better that it was when | first started going in 1888s|
improved a lot, because there are more flights going there and you have a choice of
airlines. At one point when | started going over you had two choices, that waa Gha
Airlines and Air Afrique, which is no longer in existence. And now | understand theere ar
flights that go everyday over...so that is wonderful.

How has aviation contributed to your needs in America (availability of
products)?

When | go to Africa there are many products that | bring back from there, some
for personal use and some for business. So far, | have not encountered a problems in
transporting the...the airline personnel have always been very friendly tanerdes, |
have had to pay extra...but that's normal. Because you are only allowed a certain
amount...only allowed certain weights and when | have gone over that, | have to pay. But
that was okay. It was well worth it. That it came from there here, in aytmmeehner and
safely.

When you are not directly involved in the transportation of products, do you
have a need for products at other times and can you conveniently get those?

Yes, but it is costly. How is it costly. When | bring it myself , it comes paraof
my luggage. When | have to have it shipped that a different story because nowgou ha
to pay...customs and other fees, that a small business person like me cannot algorb easi
But this year...well, next year | am going to look into having items shipped beakdse
| am planning on visiting a country | have not visited before...so | do not know what all |
am going to bring back. But I will find out just how costly it is going to be fortdras |
intend to bring back.

Do you use any product that you personally do not bring back, that you secure
from somebody else?

Shea butter is one produtd.that something that you put on your breadhat
is...well I use it as a lotion. Shea butter has many many uses. Some peopie {birit
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hair. But | find that in the winter time it is very very good for your skin. So ltuseie
in the wintertime than | do in the summer months. But | do use it year round.
Any you are able to get that conveniently?
Yes, | am able to purchase that here in America.

Has aviation offered any conveniences to your life?

It has helped me. Aviation helps me to brighten/heighten my horizons. | am able
to travel different places. | feel secure in traveling...not only to other cesibit within
America. It's fast, it's convenient, and most times it is economical.

Last visit to West Africa
May 2007.

Number of Visits
Total 13 times.

Why did you go?

| love it, I love it and that is where | met my husband. Another reason | go is
because | want to learn as much about my ancestors that | can. It isrgleaperience
for me.

How do you know that where your ancestors were?

| feel that my ancestors...l do not know where they came from, exactly what
region, or country on the continent that they came from. But | do know that we came
from SOMEWHERE over there... And one of these days | am going to find out. As a
matter of fact, that is one of my goals for 2008, is to trace my ancestry.

How are you going to go about doing that?

A friend of mind did it about a year ago. And they have put me in touch with the
same organization that helped her trace her roots. And | want to do the same,dyam rea
now.

How will you prepare for your next flight to West Africa?

Pack my bag and go! | do not need preparations. | do not need to prepare myself
to go. | have been so many times that it just comes natural. | pack my bags, mhateve
need, whatever gifts | am going to take...and | go. And | am excited ed@veary time
that | go over there. | just feel | am going home!

If you can recall back 13 trips ago to your first time, when you packed that bag
to go...how does that bag differ from the bag you pack on the 13th ttip&ally doesn't
differ that much. The only difference is | have learned that | do not need thatonuch f
myself, as | did on the first trip. | did not know what to expect on my very fipsbver
there. Now | take a minimal amount of clothing, and of course | take my perduunalls
take a minimal amount of clothing, and my other two bags, which are almost always
overweight...l have that packed with gifts for my extended families oves. thied what
kind of gift s do you bring over therePtry to take gifts of different things...items that's
not convenient for them to acquire over there. Or it may be expensive for them. | take
tooth paste, deodorant, soap, sometimes canned foods. | take candies for the children, tee
shirts for the adults, male and females, because | have a friend who doesgemdtie
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just graciously give me 30-40 tee shirts each year to take, and | disthbuateas | see
fit.

If there were no direct trans-Atlantic flights how would you considettgey
there? Or would you?

| don't know, | can't really think of any other way. | can't swim so thatdnoe
out. | do not know of another mode of transportation to take except by boat, by ship and |
am afraid of water. So...I don't know. | would have to think about it. Although now since
| have been so many times, if there was no other way for me to get there | wouladlgoroba
just take my chances and get on the ship...because | enjoy it that much...I amjoy bei
over there that much, that | would probably take my chances on the ship. That would be a
long ride...that's a journey to do that as opposed to 6 1/2 hours...it might take me a month
to get there by ship. But at this point in my life, | would probably take it.

Stereotypes — Cultural Perceptions: How have you been affected?

What were your expectations and how were they met?

My expectations were...l guess TV versus reality. | expected to seerttinent
as it is portrayed in America by TV and I...after arriving there | found that thas a
DIFFERENCE. It is not really like America portrays it. Becauserwleok at Africa on
TV, | see a lot of poverty...and granted there is a lot of poverty there, but so is there a lot
of poverty in America, also. But | found that there are people who are doing QUITE well
there and then you have people who are not doing so well. Just like in America. It was
just different for meWhat was differenthe way they are portrayed here in America. |
found that was a little different than the way it really is there. The peogte tgebe... |
guess...comfortable with what they are doing and how they live. Our standafdgfdi
a lot different from theirs but...I don't know...I just conformed to there way and | found
that it worked for me.

What surprised you and disappointed you?

| use to work for the airline, and | never got a chance to go to Africa. And friends
of mine that had gone, one of the first things they told me was that the people were not
very friendly towards Americans. So | was surprised when | got there to findhéyat
welcomed us with opened arms. They were friendly; they were helpful, andnewvegryt
just went so nicely with them. | just could not believe how nice they were to us...and still
are.

Was the ancestry of your co-workers you mentioned African?

Yes, and some were Caucasian and what | found was the complete ofjpadite
was a surprise.

My only disappointment is...and | still have a problem with it is...when | go to
Gorée and | see...Caucasians laying around...NUDE. That bothers me. It disappoints
to see that the natives even allow that. Because to me that is like sacrettléamdee it
DISRESPECTED like that is a BIG Disappointment to Wéat control do you believe
that the native people have over thdtfeally don't think they have much control over it.
Because that is tourism that is coming to them...and they are bringing...thaisis tolur
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don't know...l guess they just accept it. But me...going over on a pilgrimage...it i
UPSETTING to me to see them lying out there...like that. But | really donk the

natives have...they probably don't even see it in the same light as me...you know...they
probably not even looking at it like I look at it.

If you could do something about it, what would that be?

| would go out there and cover ever one of them...even if it was with sand. |
would cover them up.
Have you ever visited/spoke with any of them about it?

No, | have never said anything...| have wanted to.

Why would you consider another visit, given the opportunity?

| love it. | go over there to reconnect. Because | want to always remember tha
“this is where my forefathers came from and | do not want to ever forgetahétege is
a sense of connection when | go over...each year...two or three timeslageamnect
every time | go.

Are you looking at the African continent as home?
Yes. | live in America, but that is my home. Africa is my home.

Where are your ancestral roots?
| am not sure. But | will know in 2008.

Having been there, what does Africa mean to you?

That's kinda hard to answer. As | stated before, | consider Africa my home
and...To me it is like a pilgrimage that | take each year...| am goingdadput a little
bit this year and go to some other places other than Africa. But | do have that need t
learn as much about Africa as | can and as | can afford to do so. | don't
know...just...Africa just means a LOT to me...and | just can not express...It isardry
for me to express what it means to me...but | do consider it my home.

How did you communicate?

Sign language. My own made up sign language. And it was surprising. They
understood. | learned a few words in Wolof, and a few words in French, the rest in
English. I just kept saying it until | got it over to them, motioning, signing, dding a
kinds of things. | did what ever it took for me to get them to understanBichgou
barter? Oh yes! | found that everything is negotiable over there. So you barter for
EVERYthing. Outside of the stores and even in the stores you can barter there too. So
most of my bartering was done with either shoes or jeans. Those seem to be the most
popular items to barter with. So that is what | used.

Define from me what you mean by "barter."

Okay, if | saw a mask that | wanted and they wanted in CFA, which is the money
they use in Senegal, if they wanted say 20,000 CFA and | felt that was too mocid | w
offer them a pair of jeans and instead of 20,000 CFA, which is like forty dollars in
American money, | would offer like half of that and most times | would get if, fatw
ever amount | offered. Most times | would get it. | don't know about now though because

301



the dollar is not so strong over there. The Euro has taken over. So | don’t know about this
year...l will have to see...well next year | have to see how it goes e&xt.ymay have

to have to give it up. What | am saying is that it is easy to negotiate and ¢hange

asking price, unlike here, where the price is set. Sometimes it works andnsesniéti

doesn't.

What/who did you recognize (features, actions, principles, values)?

| recognized...a very good friend of mine here....When we (a friend who
accompanied me on the trip) walked into the hotel, | saw this guy that worked in the
hotel, | looked at him and I looked at my friend and | said to her look at the gentlemen
behind the desk, “Who does he remind you of?” And she said the exact same person |
was thinking of. He looked exactly like my friend from home, so much so that | took his
picture. When | came back to America | showed the picture to my friend who said “My
God, he looks exactly like my brother.” There, | was told a lot that | remindeddhem
their aunt, their sister, their cousin, someone. Who knows...maybe we are ralated, y
never know. But you always see someone over there that reminds you of someone in
America. And that has been my experience each time that | have goneal\ays
seen someone that reminds me in some way of someone here. Even the food, | may not
know the name in Wolof or what they call it over there but it is very similar to our food
here. Or food that | have eaten from the Caribbean, which is that green stufEallhey
it...in the islands they call it callaloo...it look just like something that they prevar
there. They do not call it callaloo but when you taste it that is what it is.imhilsusto
our collard greens, but not quite, it is a little different than our collard greengstyut
similar to callaloo.

How were they different (food, customs, principles, values, actions)?

With the food. | have asked how did you prepare this dish. When they explain
how it is prepared you start thinking is this where it came from. We prepheesaime
way in America, but we just named it something different. | have found that imagy t
that we do here in America, we don't know why we do it...cause it was handed down
from our grandmothers, grandfathers, aunts and uncles, and you find that they are doing
that, not only in America but in the Caribbean. You find that there are so many
similarities of different things that they do....rituals...all kinds of things, thatyonder
if that is where it originated-in Africa. Because you are still ddimgie. A lot of things,
you just still doing it and you don't know why you are doing it but you are doing imWhe
you visit homes over there, you see doilies on their furniture, placemats on thedlibles
kinds of things that we were brought up doing and you see over there...wow, they do the
same thing. They eat very healthy over there, as far as | am concéonedbn't find a
lot of fried food over there. | don't think | had fried chicken over there and I love fried
chicken. They grill a lot. Think that's where we got barbeque from? Thew dpillwhere
here we have our stoves and we do our grilling during the summer outside on the grill.
But for the most part we grill in our homes in the oven. They grill over there with
charcoal outside in there kitchens--cause most of their kitchens are outsitiee But
preparations | guess is the same, their seasoning are similar to whahere dditchens
are outside--and | have visited different Villages where they have thésalits where
the food is prepared. It is actually done on the ground, it is not electric stove towgas s
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it done on the ground with little twigs and charcoal and stuff. But the end result is the
same as if we had cooked it on our stove. And it is quite tasty, delicious food. | do not
think | have been to anyone house who had an inside stove. If you went out on the little
veranda there was a little room and that was the kitchen, quite different frontobnki

with the running water and all the stuff. But like | said the end result it wasrpcegia

was cooked, and it was delicious.

Describe how you were received.

| was received with open arms. | have been knicknamed Mama and that makes me
feel good to know that each time | go | am just welcomed and invited to so many homes
to eat with their families. And of course | have gone to many of there homeatandle
sat on the floor, because that is the way that they traditionally eat, that is lydvathe
their meals and that's where | sat too. | was accepted as family.

How has the experience changed you, your perspective, your community?

It has changed me a lot...I do not need as much as | thought | needed to survive. |
can get by with a little of nothing. After seeing how the people over therekemanada
little and make so much out of it. It has made me appreciate everythindnthes, |
knowing that if I wanted it to be different...be extravagant | could, but | do nottfind i
necessary after seeing, being over there and seeing how they can just mt#nage w
little. So...I don't know, I just feel differently about a lot of things now.

| am forever telling them how they can also not have that because so many of our
people over there don't have all the things that we have here, yet they maiagmn a
can be comfortable with what you have. Yet appreciate what you have but you do not
have to follow the Jones. Just be comfortable and happy. They seem to be very happy
with the little that they have and we have so much and are so ungrateful. And they are
grateful for whatever they get.

What do you now do differently after returning?

| don't waste. | don't waste, especially food. There was a time wherdéedebat
| don’t want the rest of this and woylast throw it away. But now, | think about what |
am preparing and how much | am preparing. If | have to freeze it, | fre¢z®it't
waste. As a matter of fact | don’t waste too much of anything any@oiag to a
factory over there, | found that the materials they were using in theyfagtou saw very
little waste in that factory. They utilize every little scrap and ihabmething that we
don’t do here. | don’t need the rest of this you throw it away. Over there they find a use
for it. So | find myself doing the same thing here instead of saying ofstituow this
away. I'll try to find a use for it or try to find someone who can use it rather than throw it
away. Even if | have to sit it outside for garbage, I'll put a sign on it that $ake Me."
Before | would just dump it in the garbage can but now I will put a sign on itsThat
little different for me.

Has your relationship with others changed after returning?

| try to educate friend of mind that have not gone. A few of my friends have gone
with me over there. And they have enjoyed it. | try to educate my friendsherdraw
it is over there as opposed to what they see on TV. | take a lot of pictures and Iyshare m
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pictures with them and explain to them exactly how it is. They are surprised how
ADVANCED they are. Of course what they are seeing on TV is not what...thé wa
really is there...in some parts of Africa. So | try to educate them...totbeeugh my

eyes and my way of showing it to them is through videos and pictures. Which they've
appreciate it and now have a different outlook of how it is living in Africa. And they
understand why | go back. Each time | go | try to get someone to go with nhéarel
been successful quite a few times...so | am happy about that.

What are your new expectations?

| do want to learn Wolof. | am going to work very hard in 2008 to learn at
least...twenty words in Wolof so that | will be able to communicate a maetigély
with them.

Having been to Africa, what does America mean to you?

Well, since this is the only country | have ever actually lived in; | am ajgpirex
of what | have and what | have accomplished in America. And | don’t think at this point
in my life that | would give it up to go live anywhere else. Because even thokigybyl
Africa is my home | know more of America than | do Africa. And so | have justaki
grown accustom to certain things here and | don’t know if | could manage a year or the
rest of my life over there. So...America means a lot to me. There are aHotg that |
don’t like in America, which is the way we are treated here. But | have séwmmgec
being that | was partly raised in the south. | have seen some change buevaddray
way to go...and hopefully one day it will get better.

Epilogue

| wish that every black person could have an opportunity to travel to some part of
Africa at least once in their lifetime. | have been fortunate enough to gmés, | am
still working on trying to get my children to go and hopefully in the next coupleastye
| will be able to persuade them to go, even if | have to pay for it myself. Bedatan
not explain the emotional...l have to stop...cause...... it is our Mecca...and it is very
emotional each time | go. And | know that there must be some reason thahateehy.

My second wish is that when | see the children over there...eager to learn and get
an education, and how hard it is for them to be able to go to school they don’t have shoes
to wear... and | look at the children in America, | wish that | was wealthy artbag|
could take maybe ten planes and fill it with children that are just throwing ithesr |
away here. | would | love to take them over there and just place them with different
families out in the villages and let them see what it is like to not have shoes agd cant
to school because they don’t have a pair of shoes and they have to wait until their cousin
can loans them their shoes to go to school...or something as simple as a pencil to write
with. We throw away more pencil than those children ever have over there. Saihat'
when | go | like to take things like pencils and pens and pencil sharpeners.. haings t
just take for granted here...that is just so precious to them. | would like to tade thes
children over there and let them see and maybe they would come back with an
appreciation of their family and of all the things that they have here thatpatbele dont
have in other countries. We never have to go to a well to bring water to drink or bathe or
prepare our food with. We turn a handle and the water flows. Over there they're people
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who have to go to a well to get their water and this is what they do every siggi&ela

turn on our water, we get hot...cold...warm whatever we want. We go to our refrigerators
and our freezers and we pull out whatever we want for the day or the week. And these
people are just struggling daily just for simple things that we just take fiotegral hat

would be my wish to just take some children over there AND LET THEM SEE THAT

IS NOT ABOUT Sean John, Donna Karé&fND ALL these other people. They have to
learn to...they should learn to appreciate whatever they have because tsermanrg

people in all parts of the world that just have so much less than we have. So with that |
am going to stop before | start crying.

Demographics: Please tell me about yourself
All questions are optional. You may answer or not as you choose.

Occupation
Retired New York City Transit Executive

Educational level
2 1/2 - 3 years of college

Marital status
Married for the second time

Age
64 years young, in the work field for 40 years

Born
Harlem, NYC

Childhood/grew
Between Florida and New York

Adult
Queens NY
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The Effect of Air Transportation on Culturalization: A Study of
African American Tourist Travel Impact

PARTICIPANT INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPTION

Residence, Long Island, NY

NURSIE

Today is Monday, December 24, 2007, I'm Alethia Futtrell, doctoral candidate at
Oklahoma State University. I'm involved in a research study about thesetifiect
aviation industry and international leisure travel between the United States ahd We
Africa has directly or indirectly fostered changes in the African Acaaridentity. | am
here with Nursie.

The first area of the interview is about travel and transportation, and what
looking and asking is what were your experiences? First, your experiences at the
airport, your flight, the cost, and the time. What were your travel experesic

Entering the airport waiting to board the plane was a bit time consuming. | think
the most exciting part, or the most part of interest was, once | boarded and my
anticipation of reaching my destination. It was the usual upon going to the anqort
know. You have to wait, you have to carry, you have to get in line, you have to get your
ticket, you have to get a boarding pass. To me that’s a bit time consuming, and
sometimes, it can get....l get a little disgusted. But, on this particulart wpnt quite
smoothly. The flight itself was fairly good. Something | always do ipdiedight. A lot
of the time, | sleep....the majority of the time, and only awake to eat my meal, and, the
go back to sleep. But, it was, the flight was pretty good, | must say.

Okay, um, there? My experience returning?

While in Africa, transportation while in Africa?
In Africa? Oh, transportation while in Africa — going from one area to another,
you mean the flight, or just traveling?

Both.

Oh, okay. One thing about going from one continent to another, the lag time, it
makes you very tired, it becomes very tiresome. So, you know, | became \e:@aftiere
we landed, and really don't....what | wanted most was to go to a hotel and sleep. But, the
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travel, the trip, the ground transportation was fairly decent because | thimstweeint
to the hotel, it was a decent ride, it wasn’t a long ride. That was fairly goodhekheay
or the day after, we boarded a plane, at that point, | was quite tired of flyinglidattl
think anything of it, | wasn't...l didn’t feel any danger, it was just a parbofine.....but
for the most part, the land transportation was okay. Getting on, getting affggwtt
getting off was quite tiring, but something that we do often if we go on a tourasuedl t

Is that it, | don’t want to cut you off...

No, that's not it. Returning to America? Returning to America was....l really
didn’t want to go. | wanted to go, and | really didn’t want to go. | guess | did waetet
as much as | could of Africa, as with every time | travel there becausexatrad about
the continent itself, and all of the natural resources that it has - the fatttetlegtople are
so impoverished, even though it's a continent with all of those resources which has
captured people from other countries. But, returning home is always good.

So, the transportation flight home was without incident, or without...
Was without, definitely without incident. Again, | slept, waking only to eat.

How has aviation contributed to your needs in America? In other words, are
things that you wish to purchase here that come from Africa, are they raxdy
available to you?

No, because, | think, the things that we purchase here that come from Africa, a lot
of it is doctored. Now, that I've traveled to Africa I've seen the productofithese
things, | think a lot of it is doctored. Chances are | wouldn’t purchase anythingigre, a
| haven’t, and | probably won't until | return to Africa.

Okay, when you say doctored, what does that mean?

It's altered, you know. It's not as it was produced in Africa naturallyuidht
wood carvings, and natural structure, it appears that it was altered in sgnadtesait
has gotten here. | think it's to trap Americans. It's different whenrgahere, they
produce their things, and they know how they produce it, but to trap Americans to buy
the product, I think they alter them a little bit upon arrival.

Do you use products like Shea butter or black soap?
Yes. I find it...

You bring it....you purchase it yourself when you go there?

Actually, my sister purchased a great deal of it, so we still have a loBaftjt
you know, |, also, forget, | anticipate buying things from Africa, and, sometintls wi
touring, and having limited time, a lot of times | forget. | forget the thingd theate in
mind to bring back. Yes, because without aviation | would not be able to travel as | have.
Traveling to Africa, | think, has been the best experience of my life, and witheut t
ability to travel, to be able to get on a plane, to travel and feel safe traveliagld not
have experienced the beauty of it.
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When you say not able to travel, what would be the....
| definitely wouldn’t take a ship, that would take too long.

So, time is a factor? Okay.

Um, my last visit to West Africa, actually, my last visit to Westiéddrwas 2005,
but we were in Africa this year, earlier this year in February/Marcere we toured
South Africa — Zambia and Zimbabwe.

Okay. How many times have you been?

I've been to West Africa once. I've been to Cote-d'Ivoire—the Ivory Coast once,
I've been to Ethiopia once, I've been to South Africa once, Zambia once, and Zimbabwe
once.

Okay, so Cote-d'Ilvoire and Senegal are in West Africa.
Right.

And, these are separate trips, so that is four times, four trips?
Yes.

Okay. Why did you go?

My sisters traveled there so much, spoke about it so much, and from reading, I,
actually, really wanted to see what it actually was because you @btadear picture,
even when you're looking at National Geographic, a lot of people are under the
impression that Africa is very native like — underdeveloped, only wildlife, nothing to do
but to hunt, and the fear of the people eating you, which is all not true. Africa is very
beautiful in its beauty, the people are just as beautiful, unfortunately the Europeans ha
caused them to be in the predicament that they're in, where they have taken all the
wealth, they're trying to extract all the wealth from Africa, and éetine native with little
to none, and, subsequently, they're starving. But, in spite of all of that the peopl# are sti
beautiful, they’re welcoming. They still welcome you to their country, to theiticent.

And, | find that’'s even better because they don’t hold any malice.

How will you prepare for you next trip to West Africa?

Well, I'm hoping to go in May/June to the Gambia and back to Senegal.
Hopefully, my preparation would be just to...preparing to take some things to leawe ther
especially for the people that live there, they're so warm and welcoming.

Okay. You were talking about things to bring and preparing for your next trip,
and that you're going to Gambia.

Oh, okay. | think that’s about it. | needed to go, can’t wait to do it. Hopefully, I'll
have enough money to do, and I look forward to doing it.

If there are no direct trans-Atlantic flights, how would you consider gedtto
Africa?

| guess we would have to stop and layover. | don't like those, when you go such a
long distance, | prefer not to go through the layovers, | prefer to do the diratd.flig
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Stereotypes — Cultural perceptions: how have you been affected?

Actually, the fact that | know how it is, I'm not affected at all. Fortahyatwhen
you come back to America, and you tell people about your experience traveling, they
always ask you about the animals. That’s the first thing they ask you abouteahgy
don’t ask you about the people, but it's the animals they, mostly, ask you about, and did
you sleep in the wild. That’s the biggest thing.

What were your expectations, how were they met?

Well, my expectations were, | really didn’t have any expectationasleager to
get there, happy to see it the way | saw it. Love the natural beauty of, Adeicause |
don’t think there’s a continent as beautiful as Africa anywhere. We only have seve
continents, and, though, America is more modernized than any of the other continents, |
think Africa has the beauty, the best beauty.

What surprised you and disappointed you?
Well, the disappointment was the poverty of the people. The surprise was the
beauty of the continent.

Would you consider another visit, to Africa, if you had the opportunity?

| would consider another visit only because it is so beautiful, and the people, even
though they’re limited in resources, they’re very knowledgeable in regardsucecult
And, they're steadfast in their beliefs.

Are you looking at the African continent as home?

Yes. | look at the African continent as home, but | don’t know my origin. | don’t
know from whence | came. | don’t know if I'm a member of what tribe, whéaitoseof
Africa, and, | think, that's what puzzles me the most.

Where are your ancestral roots?
| don’t know.

Having been there, what does Africa mean to you?

Africa means — it means a lot. It means, hopefully, getting to find out where my
ancestral origin is. Just knowing, becoming more acquainted with the differenopart
Africa because Africa is very vast, getting to know the different tgpeeople. | think
that’s basically it, getting to know the people, and being of some assistanee.if | ¢

How did you communicate?

It's not hard to communicate because most Africans learn, start to learatEngli
when they’re in the fourth grade no matter what part of the continent you go, they learn
English in school at a certain level, so they’re able to communicate, and thexdttg ha
learn as much English as they can.

Okay. Did you barter?
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Yes, but, sometimes, | just wanted to give away money, because, they're so.....a
lot of them are so impoverished, they’re so poor, and you just want to help them as much
as you can.

Who or what did you recognize?
Everything. | didn’t recognize it, but | became acquainted with it. Everything.
Well, when we were in South Africa....are we mainly focusing on West Africa?

West Africa.

Well, | read about the slave trade and going to Gorée Island and seeing the
dungeons. | didn’t know that it was just that big, but | recognized that from redzbng a
the slave trade. Nothing else.

Let’'s go back to that a minute. In terms of “what did you recognize” like
actions or features of people, did you see anybody in Africa that you’'ve seen in
America or you could have sworn that that was so and so’s brother, or their twin or
their double based on the features?

Oh, yeah, because | hang out in Harlem sometimes, you have the Senegalese
people in Harlem, so | recognized a lot of them. You get to know the difference betwee
being Senegalese or from Mali or from Cameroon or Nigeria, so, you know, because
New York is a melting pot, you see a lot of them in different parts of New York.

Do you know any African American people who remind you of African people?
In some aspects, yes. Yeah, they remind me. Yeah.

Were any kinds of values or sayings or principles that you know from here, that
may have been rooted in Africa, that you discovered when you got there “oh, that’s
why my mother did this, or that’'s why my mother said that, or she saysdinee thing
that Grandma used to say. Was there any of that kind of thing?

No, not really, because, no.....

Was there any differences in the foods or customs, principles, values @mreact
that you observed?

The food was much better than we received....than what we would eat here. The
food, the way they prepared their chicken, and the fish, | thought was excellent - even
though | didn’t eat a lot of it because | was sick. | think the food was good, | enjoyed the
food. | enjoy the way they make it, they don’t add salt, but it's well seasoaejhyi
that.

Describe how you were received?

We were received well. When I...the first time when we went to Senegal,end w
got off the bus, just hearing them saying welcome my sister, welcome rhgirot
welcome home. | was really taken aback by that. To me that really mai@elnike |
was home, welcome home.

How has this experience changed you, your perspective, your community?

310



Well, the experience has just made me a little more aware of who | amirnow
that there are people in Africa who are intellectual, who are very much humansevho a
very much caring, and quite knowledgeable, and, the fact that, now, | can communicate
with them, it makes me feel pretty good, pretty decent.

Has any of those experiences that you've discovered for yourself been
translated to others in the community; community being all the folks thati know
and interact with here.

| would say, | guess | interact more with people at my job even though | voice to
them a lot about Africa, and the beauty of Africa, they seem to listen and take note. |
don’t know what they're thinking, but they show quite a bit of interest in it, when | speak
about the different things that | experience in Africa, I've seen in AfAsdar as
changes them, | don’t know if it changes them or the fact that they just listentadkn
and afterwards, say, oh, okay, and then go on.

That's okay because you may not never ever know as far as that change. Would
you have done that prior to going to Africa? You probably wouldn’t have had a
reference, a personal reference in which to speak.

No, | wouldn’t. Yeah, coming..going and coming back gave me that knowledge.

What do you now do differently after you've returned?

| think just my awareness of those who that | meet here that are from Africa,
letting them know that | appreciate their culture because their cuttaltg isn’t my
culture, but I've been....they allow me to share with them. So, | always let them know
that I've been there, | appreciate them, I'm eager to go back, and Iingwl be any
support that | can to them.

How has your relationship with others changed after returning?

| think I'm just a little more aware of the Africans that are here. Butraas
Americans, that hasn’t changed much. As far as the Caucasian race, | avritt thi
changed me, it just made me more aware of my surroundings and who | realydam
where am | really going.

Can you give an example of any one of those — you’re aware of your
surroundings, you’re aware of where you're going, aware of who you really are, what
is that?

Okay, being aware of my surroundings is knowing that | really didn't.....this is
temporary, | really came from a place far away, my ancestors, andatdtome for
them. It's not home for me because | haven’t been there long enough to sapohneis
But, knowing that my ancestors came, and that was their home. As far as the psbple, |
knowing that they’re my people, that we’re all in it together.

And, that allows you to know where you're going?
Oh, most definitely.

What are your new expectations?
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My new expectations? You know what, | hope one day to have better interactions,
to have better interactions with people from Africa, and, possibly, do some form of trade
— communication trade, and an economical phase.

Having been to Africa, what does America mean to you?

It means that it's not my original home, but we were brought here for a purpose —
to help build America — and we were, besides the Indians, we laid the groundwork for
white America. Had it not been for my ancestors, America would not be latv#ie¢hat
it is now because it was off the sweat of my ancestors that America was buil

We’'re at the end, there’s just demographics. Please tell me about yourself
occupation, educational level, marital status, age, city and state where yoe lgn,
grew up and reached adulthood in. And, this is optional, so if you choose to answer
none, or all , or any, just let me know which.

Okay, I'm a nurse. I'm now attending Hostra University for my Mastars.
single, I'm 50, | was born in New York on Long Island. Here where | work, dgtual
work in the hospital | was born in. I grew up in a small town, actually, it was cut off
because my parents were the second black family into the neighborhood, so theff cut it
and named it Lakeview. | was born there.

Another story all and in of itself.
Yes. So, | was born there, and grew up there, and had a lovely childhood there.

But, that’s still New York?
New York, yes, Long Island.

And, your adulthood was in New York.
Yes, for a brief period, | went to.....I moved to New Mexico, but | returned not
long after.

How long? A year?
Not even a year, less than six months.

Okay, well, that is it. Now, what is it that | didn’t have asked you that | should
have asked you?

| don’t know. Maybe if | had any fears, which | didn’t except we were in Abidjan,
Cote-d'lvoire. | didn’t have any fears, | was a little apprehensive ongued wasn’t
sure what to expect. And, when you go to a different area, and it's a diffebendftri
people with different...you know, even though the old Africans, they have different
dialects, different, in some areas the culture varies, and so sometimesyasuee
what to expect.

So, tell me more about this fear. You said the Abidjan, there was some fear
experienced because?
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Yes. Being detained by the military police, it was after a coup. The coumwas i
November 2004, and we arrived in February 2005, so the military was still out and about,
and as | wanted to go see the city lights, as the taxi was taking us down, wetasredd
by the police; and, they kept us until they were able to retrieve money from us.

Okay, you said being apprehensive about not knowing what to expect in a
different environment?
Yes.

Because it's outside of the tour group, | mean outside of the tour or....

| think in general, only because of the misconceptions that you get when you're
here in the United States. You know they get misconceptions about us, and we get
misconceptions about them only until you meet them. Even though I've met a lot of them
here in the United States, but when you go to their homeland, you’re not sure what to
expect, and | wasn’t sure. But, | was received with open arms, and that méskd me
good.

Do you have any suggestions as to how to fix those things?

No. Yes, the Europeans need to stop stealing from Africa, most definitelys That
the biggest suggestion that | have. Sometimes, you know, they came.....just like whe
our ancestors were brought over here as slaves, they, also, came to invadarlfric
remove the wealth. And, many of them need to return to their primary homes, and leave
the Africans to deal with their own continent. Many kept coming....went to Afirica
experiencing, especially South Africa, a lot of the Caucasians say “olg thyshome.”

It's only your home after your ancestors come over, and take over territorgkanover
the diamond and the gold mines. And, conned the Africans out of what was actually
theirs. | think they need to go home, and leave Africa to the Africans.

Anything else, | need to include?
| guess that's about it

If you think of something else, you can call me or email me and let me know
what that is, and I'll get it captured and put in here, and see where we go fronmether
Okay

What will be the next step is that we’ll get all of this transcribed, and I'lt ge
copy back to you, so you can read through it, and make sure that it says, that I've
captured what you said because | could miss and leave out a word that could
completely change what you said.

Right.

So, | want to be sure that I've got what you said accurately, so I'll get that back
to you. Once you've looked it over, and if you're okay with it, you'll send it back, and
we’ll go for publication. So, | thank you for being willing to participate in this. |
wanted to get some of the younger folks, younger than 16 involved, but it was going to
take an Act of Congress to go through all the rigmarole that | would have had to go
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through to get the consent for this and everybody, and their parents. | wduldave
made my May ¥ date, so | figured I'd go through all the steps | needed to jump
through on this project.
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The Effect of Air Transportation on Culturalization: A Study of
African American Tourist Travel Impact

PARTICIPANT INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPTION

Residence, Long Island, NY

POOCHIE

Today is Monday, December 24, 2007; I'm Alethia Futtrell, doctoral
candidate at Oklahoma State University. I'm involved in a research studythbout
effects the aviation industry and international leisure travel between tred\Btdtes
and West Africa has directly or indirectly fostered changes in theakfiianerican
identity. | am here with Poochie.

What were your experiences? Outbound on your way to Africa - the airport,
the flight, the cost, the time? What were your experiences?

My experiences — it was a nice trip, a long trip, an expensive trip. Buts iawa
good trip.

How long did it take?
8 hours.

On board, on your outbound leg going into Africa, was there anything
unique or significant that you experienced?

No. It was a comfortable trip, expensive trip, loooonnnggg trip, but it was
fairly good.

What about transportation in Africa?
Transportation in Africa was good. We have to realize that they’re not as
modern as we are, but, on the whole it wasn’t bad.

On your return leg back to America, what were your travel experiences
there?

It was good. That, also, was good, | hated leaving, but | was glad to come
back home. Hated leaving, it was a good trip, anything else on your return flight?

Getting back into Kennedy - getting all of your luggage, waiting for someone
to come pick you up, getting back finding out that the weather is not what it was
when you left. Most of the time coming back, the weather was bad aftemgandi
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Okay, but you survived.
Yes.

How has aviation contributed to your needs in America? What is the
availability of products that you may use or like to use? Things that come from
Africa, do you have access to things that come from Africa and is it in a timely
manner when you receive them or made available for you?

Yes, what we receive from Africa was here in a timely manner; thing$ that
wanted were available to me.

Can you give an example? What kind of African products do you use?
Their herbs. Just basically, whatever was there that | wanted, or felt tha
l.....not really needed, | was able to buy it and enjoy.

| guess, I'm talking about here in America, when you go out looking for
some product that you want that comes from Africa, is it available to you, whatever
that may be, those herbs?

Yes. Not all, because | don’t think all are available to me. A lot of their things
we were not able to bring back, but, yes in all, a lot of it is still available here if
wanted to go out and purchase it?

Has aviation offered any other conveniences to your life?
Yes, traveling. Now, | get to see the world, and aviation has supplied me with
that.

How is that? What's the benefit?
Well, you can get on a plane, and you can be there in no time. You're nice and
comfortable, and you leave the driving to someone else.

When was your last visit to West Africa?
It was 2 years ago, 2 years ago we went to South Africa.

No, South Africa was this year, in '07.
Oh, that's right, it was this year. It was probably '06 or 05, | have to look at
the pictures.

How many times have you been?
Four times.

Why do you go?
| am very interested in seeing how my people live and to learn their ways, and
to see how we were mistreated. My ancestors were mistreated.

You said “my people, you go to see how my people live.” How do you know
that they’re your people.
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From what | was taught, and the fact that they were black, and | am black, so,
| believe that they were my ancestors.

How will you prepare for your next flight to West Africa?
Well, I wouldn’t take as many changes of clothes as | did, that’s forlisure
really don’t know how to answer that.

What if you were offering some advice to someone who had never been,
what would you tell them that they needed to pack, to take, on their trip. How would
you advise them to prepare for that trip? Maybe, there’s nothing out of the normal
that you would pack to go around the corner.

Just your regular clothes. Stuff you would pack...... instead of heavy clothes;
light clothes; clothes that you would be comfortable in, like for walking in — your
shoes, sneakers. Dress wise, something thin, maybe take a sweatellyBgsica
clothes would be thin clothes because it's rather warm there, in certaiofoiues
year.

If there were no direct Trans-Atlantic flights to West Africa, how wdujou
consider getting there? Or, would you consider going at all?

| would try to find a way of getting there. If there was no direct flightould
take that under consideration, but | think | would still travel.

Do you have any idea what you would do? What your travel routing would
look like?
No, | do not.

Stereotypes — Cultural Perceptions and how you have been affected. What
were your expectations and how were they met? Maybe if you can go back to your
very first trip. What did you expect to see or find or discover with Africa, ard di
you or didn’t you?

| got what | expected. In the whole it was very interesting, it was very
exciting. There were things that | really didn’t expect to see, andwezeethings,
after | got there, some things that | didn’t like or didn’t approve of, but there was
nothing | could do about it. So, | just went along with what | saw and what | learned
when | got there.

Okay, can you give some examples of what you expected?

| expected for Africa to be, like the huts, and what you see on TV - Africans
with all the war paint on, or just going wild. That's what | expected, but that's not
what | saw. | saw people like me, and they were civilized. When | got there |
expected to find uncivilized people, but | was wrong.

Where do you think you got that picture from? The picture of what that

expectation was, that was wrong?
T.V.
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Okay. What surprised you and what disappointed you?

Surprised me — the way they acted. The people that we met were very nice.
They didn'’t act like, like they were wild. They acted like they were nohualan
beings, they're not what | was expecting to see.

Okay. And, what disappointed you?
The slave dungeons. Just to know that my ancestors were treated so bad, and
they were put through all of that torture and hatred.

Why would you consider another visit, if given the opportunity?

Just to go back to.....I would love to go to another part of Africa, to
experience different parts of Africa, and to see different parts of Affica..l
would go back to the same place. | enjoyed it, | really did.

So, when you go back to another place, are you looking for...... what would
be your expectations?

My expectation now would be....people are civilized, people are living
modern in Africa, they’re not like what is portrayed on T.V. in the most parts. People
there are very friendly, very nice, very outgoing, and, | guess | would exgesame
thing that......... I'd expect the same thing | saw the first time | went there.

Are you looking at the African continent as home?
Yes...... well, no, not to live. | don’t know if | could live there. | would have
to give up too much modernization here, to go there to live.

Where are your ancestral roots, or do you know?
| really don’t know.

Having been to Africa, having been there, what does Africa mean to you?

It means a lot, because | really wanted to go there, and | wanted the
experience of seeing how people live. It just meant so much just to go, and to see how
Africans live there, and seeing the places where my ancestors waeaters.

When you say “it means a lot” how can | write that? What does “means a
lot” mean?

It meant...... | was, just, very happy, and, just, very, very glad to be able to
go, and to see how other people lived in Africa.

How did you communicate?
| spoke English. They spoke English enough for us to be able to communicate
with each other.

Everybody spoke English and it was easy?

Not everyone spoke English, you could talk enough to them for them to
understand you, and for you to understand them.
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Did you barter?

Yes, | did. | bartered with stuff from here, from the United States for things
that they had made, and things they were selling. | gave away stuff that, you know
made me feel very good being able to help them.

What/who did you recognize? Such as: features or actions or principles or
values or sayings or...what or who did you recognize?

| recognized that, well...... | had my two nephews with me, and when | went
to chastise them, the people there didn’t chastise their children the wag.Wéeli
men there took the boys and they talked to them, and they kept them with them. |
didn’t have to worry about them. They were very calm with these gentlemen. They
were....they knew how to treat them, they knew how to talk to them to make them
feel like they were wanted and needed there.

Are you kind of saying, implying, that the men raise the children verses t
mother raising the children?

No, | feel that the mother has played a part, but the men played a bigger part
in the raising of the kids.

How were they different — foods, customs, principles, values, actions?
The food was different, healthier, very appetizing. Everything to me was
basically good in all, it was really good.

Did you find any difference in the.....that bathing situations, the bathrooms,
did they bathe....the same as ours?

Yes. Some was the same as ours, and some was different. Some were holes,
and some were toilets, running water.

Anything else that you can think of that might have been different?

Their kitchens are different than our kitchens. The living rooms are basically
the same, except for they had wood furniture where ours is pressed fiberboard, that
won't last too very long. Theirs will last a long time. They don’t decorate as nsuch a
we do with a whole lot of knick knacks, but their houses are neat and clean.

Describe how you were received?

Oh, we were received very well. We got off the plane at the airport, and, it
was like, the whole world was there to greet us, and believe me, wherever we went
there they were. They greeted us very well.

How has the experience changed you, your perspective?

| appreciate the way | live in the United States. | do have some hatred towa
white people. | wouldn’t say hate, | just dislike the way my ancestorstvested,
and that causes me to dislike people sometimes in a lot of ways, but other than that, it
was.....other than that was fine.
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Okay, so it changed you to appreciate more of the way you live.
Right. And, to appreciate people more for who and what they are.

Okay. Do you see any changes in your community based on the changes in
you? The community being all the people you come in contact with here, in
America. Have you seen that your actions or thoughts or words, having come back
from Africa, transfers over to somebody else.

Not really.

What do you do....what do you now do differently after coming back, after
returning?

| appreciate my way of living better, | appreciate myself, and, in a lot y$,wa
| appreciate others since I've been back from Africa.

Can you elaborate on any one of those — your way of living? How is it
different or how you appreciate yourself better or others? The question &twlo
you now do differently after you've been back?

| eat a little different. I try to stop eating all that food that’s no googdar
because | noticed in Africa people were very healthy, they weren't [Bng#. diets
were basically from the water, from the land, and it wasn’t a whole lot dfffyid.
It was, basically, rice....... it was broiled, boiled, whatever. So, | did get away from
the fried foods, the unhealthy foods.

Has your relationship with others changed since you’ve returned? And, we
may have touched on some of that back here when you said that you appreciate
others.

Yes.

..... to question 22, has your experience changed you and your perspective,
or your community? Your answer: there was a hatred towards white people, or a
dislike for white people. So given that, then has your relationship with agher
changed after returning. Do you think.....

Yes, somewhat towards white people. Yes.

What are your new expectations for Africa?

To be able to help. To be able to send whatever | can there. To be able to help
those | have come in contact with. To be able to send supplies for the children in
school, clothes, shoes, books, even money. Hoping that things will get better there for
them.

Having been to Africa, what does America mean to you?

America needs a lot of help....a lot of help. There’s still a lot of prejudice
here, a lot of hatred between whites and blacks, more so from the whites to the
blacks. The United States needs a lot of help.

320



And, how would you...... if it was in your power to do that, to make the
change, or provide the help, or to give somebody the words to do or to fix that, what
would that be?

To try to make them understand that we are equal. We were all born to die, we
all bleed red blood, and, that they’re no better than we are. The whites are no better
than the blacks.

Demographics — please tell me about yourself. The categories are:
occupation, educational level, marital status, age, city and state you were born and
grew up in and became an adult in, and they’re optional, so any or all, if you don’t
want to answer you don’t have to.

| am married. Very happy. Occupation is clerical emergencyslbean and
raised in Nassau County, New York.

That's New York?
Yes. Education — I finished school, and | did two years of college.

And, your childhood and all was in Nassau County?
Yes.

And, your adult life was, also, Nassau County, right?
Right.

Age is the one that’s left out.
I'm 59, and very proud of it.

What should | have asked that | didn’t? What do you want to say that’s not
here? Is there something that | should put in, that you want put in?
No. I'm glad that you're doing this, and | wish you all the luck in the world.

Thank you. If you think of something that needs to be said or heard, please

call me and let me know and | can stick it in here.
Okay.
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The Effect of Air Transportation on Culturalization: A Study of
African American Tourist Travel Impact

PARTICIPANT INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPTION

Residence, Long Island, NY

TIYE

Today is Sunday, December 23, 2007, I'm Alethia Futtrell, doctoral candidate at
Oklahoma State University. I'm involved in a research study about thesetifiec
aviation industry and international leisure travel between the United States ahd We
Africa has directly and indirectly fostered changes in the Africanrioae identity. | am
here with Tiye.

What were your experiences? Your initial trip, tell me about that — the aitpor
the flight, the cost, the time.

When we got to the airport it was pretty easy, the transition, from checking in a
making sure the weight of your bags were okay, once we got downstairsptettgs
hectic. They had to make sure you had the right amount of toiletries, if you didn’t have
the right amount of toiletries, they had to be discarded. The flight going was, kinvea
of, well, we were in coach, we were kind of on top of each other. It wasn’t as condortabl
as | thought it should be. The cost — the cost with the flight, and with sending money once
we got to Africa was pretty much around $3,000. Time was, | think it was, 9 hours to get
there. Once we got into Africa it was much easier getting in thergettidg your stuff
than | thought. Then, returning back to the states was much easier than leaving.

What made it easier?
They didn’t really check our bags, they just checked our passport, that was it.

What about transportation while in Africa?
Because we had tour guides that were helping us out, it made it much easier to get
a taxi. They helped out a lot, so getting around wasn’t really hard at all.

How has aviation contributed to your needs in America; that is in the
availability of products?

The products from Africa we can get authentic African materials, authentic
African artwork, such as masks and furniture; also, we use Shea butter, which, ywou kno
the nut comes from Africa, so that’s a available to us. Another product that'oéevéila
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us is Black Soap, African Black soap, which is made in Africa, so it really tielpsve
can get those types of items here.

Is there anything that you think has offered any conveniences to your lifa
thinking of transportation back and forth to Africa.

Getting there is...... well, it costs a lot to travel back and forth to Africa, but
aviation has made it convenient to get there. It's the most convenient way that dkno
to get back and forth to Africa.

On your last visit to West Africa was February?
Yes, of 2007.

2007, and was that your first time, or have you been....
That was my first time.

Why did you go?

| went because | wanted to connect with my heritage. | heard so manyrdiffere
people telling me about Africa, and, they're not of the same ethnicity, so swsdtieir
view of things is not the same view that you have. Some things were kind of negative,
and | wanted to see for myself, | didn’t want to learn through somebody else’sarper
what my heritage was about. So, therefore, | had a need to go there and expidoence
myself.

Before you heard other people’s views of what your heritage was, what were
your views ofAfrica?

That there was still a lot of tribes there and technology wasn’t theracsans it
is here. So, that was my view of Africa, that they were still doing thingshouldn’t
say “the old fashioned way,” but they were still doing things the way theastors did.

And, so that was your view, and, then you received other information coming
from other people’s perspective and it was in conflict with, that you had to go and find
out for yourself.

To me if yodre living your ancestos way, its not a bad thing, | dohsee it as a
bad thing, but t6 down” someone or degrade them and make it seem as thaugrbad
thing is ignorant; thas how | felt when | overheard someone talking about Africa, they
made it seem like “oh, they should be doing this more and be more advanced” like one
gentleman said, in the part of Africa he went to “they’re still using....... " the wotchtha
used, he wasn’t directly talking to me, he was directly talking to someonéatiséhey
still make their homes out of shit” which | thought was degrading. It was degrading
because you use the resources that you have, and, if you're not calling on anyope to hel
you, then, | don’t see where there’s a problem with how you’re living. That's m
viewpoint. You're not asking anyone for handouts. You're surviving on your own. If you
don’t have to live in a mansion, or have best home to survive. | had to see things for
myself.
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That's pretty powerful. You said this person was not speaking to you, you said
this was “overheard” conversation. Was there any....did you ever get into any
conversations with this person?

| avoided that person because | know that person can be very ignorant. We really
did not have a follow up conversation, because | don’t think that person cared about my
experience. Even if I'd said something, it still would have turned out to be negative, so it
was just to....... my experience is mine, and his is his. | can’t deny him his exgerienc
but | had a great experience.

How will you prepare for your next flight?

Well, my next flight, | hope...... there are some things that | would like to do in
Africa, and one of the things | would like to do is a scholarship fund for the students
studying in the university, the Cheikh Anta Diop University for students studying
Egyptology, so | hope, eventually, | can present the scholarship myself. Thdrgranot
thing if I just go for leisure, | wouldn’t pack so much stuff, there’s no need to pack so
much stuff.

That seems to be a universal answer — pack less.
Yes. And, pack more to give, because | packed more for myself than to give, to
give out.

If there were no direct trans-Atlantic flights, how would you considettgey to
Africa?

| know there maybe be a cruise. That would be a little more time consuming, but
if you have a need to go somewhere, and you really want to go, then you'll find the
means.

What were your expectations, and how were they met? We're in the second area
in talking about stereotypes and cultural perceptions and how you have been affecte
So, what were your expectations in going, and, then, how were they realized?

My expectations, | have to think about it because.....it seems that my expectations
were met because | was welcomed, | was greeted, | wagitesaifel was part of their
family, like a long lost relative. That's what | was hoping for, | féde lit was a
homecoming.

Okay, anything else that you would had expected?

Had expected. Once we got there and | saw some of the buildings that weren’t
completed, and, like, it was just left because there wasn’t enough money to continue to
build up, and when I looked at the difference between how the city life was, and how the
village life — my expectation was that the city life was going to bile kit better than
the village life, but it was opposite. | thought, in the village, that it was e It
more....it was clean, it felt like home. It wasn’t a big fancy building, but & ame.

You could tell it was home. It seemed like in the city that the Africans thatiwehe
city, they were displaced. Like it was hard for them to belong there, but thgevsd]dahey
belonged there, it was wholesome.
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What surprised you and what disappointed you?

What surprised me was how some of the people had to survive selling the same
goods. Some of the people were selling the same exact thing, how many statues can
really bring home of the same thing. How many waist beads can | bring’reon¢hat
was kind of surprising, so many people selling the same thing, and you wonder how
could they survive selling the same goods. Disappointing? It was like the bsildang
partially done, and they did not have someone pick up their trash, that was disappointing.
Even when | went to the university | was happy to see my brothers and gisttémg an
education, but the trash that was laying around was disappointing seeing that.

Why would you consider another visit, given the opportunity?
As | said before the scholarship fund, and to give back, that's my main focus, to
give back to Africa.

What would that look like to somebody who doesn’t have a clue? What do you
mean when you say “give back?”

When | say “give back” to me that means being that my ancestors weghbro
here through slavery, I still have that connection. | think that's something that my
ancestors would want me to do, to reconnect, to bring a part of myself as a gift to them
saying that | care. Giving back, to me, means “I care.” | care aboul gare about your
well-being, even though | wasn’t brought up in Africa, | still care. Whategan do to
uplift and to help out, this is what | can do, this is for you.

We may have touched on some of this, but are you looking at the African
continent as home?

If I had the opportunity, most definitely, if | could. Which people say a vacation
home, but | don’t think | could stay there because my roots are still here. iBlhyarc
wouldn't be able to pick up and leave. I'd have to use it as my vacation home, | couldn’t
use it as home until retirement or something like that because | have myarateer
everything here.

I’'m taking that from a physical sense, home, in the physical sense. What abou
home in any other kind of sense outside of physical. Maybe the next question is
combined with that. Where are your ancestral roots?

Prior to slavery Africa, they were brought to North Carolina and South Carolina.
My family hasn’t done the genealogy to see where we’re from in Africa, sb | jus
consider Africa, the continent, my home.

Okay, that's the first question. So, the African continent is home.
Home. Yes.

Then your ancestral roots, as far as you know them, I’'m not trying to put words
in your mouth...this is what I think | heard you say, that your ancestral roots fsice,
but your heritage, as far as, you can get back in natural knowledge is North Carolina,
South Carolina.

Yes.
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Having been there, having been to Africa, what does Africa mean to you?

Africa is the foundation for my spirituality. | can see where | get thiat f§om
because you see it in the African people. You see that wholesomeness, you see tha
politeness, so it means my whole being, my life.

How did you communicate?
English, a lot of people that we met spoke English.

Was it always convenient speaking English, could you get full understanding
and full meaning across to the people that you were speaking with? And, did you only
speak with peoplavho spoke English?

Well, the people that were on the tour spoke English fluently, so | could get what
| needed across. When we went to the village, | don’t know if the Chief spoke, | know he
spoke some English, but I don’t know if it was fluent. We didn’t have that much dialog,
but, I know his children were fluent in English, and you could get your needs and wants
met because they spoke fluent English.

So, then, through translations of others, and not so much from the folks on the
trip, because I'm making the assumption that the folks on the trip were frmerica,
but, once there, once on the continent, and having to interact with people on the
continent, the primary way of communication was still English or sigm¢mage?

English, and body language. When you're giving someone something, you could
tell, the expression on their face showed gratitude, they were thanking youalso, ye
body language.

What/who did you recognize? What I'm talking about here are features, facial
features, actions, principles, values, morals. What did you recognize?

Some people when you look at them, they look like they could be in your family.
But, another thing that’s, probably....... It's related to the question, but, not, exactly what
you’re saying....the beautiful colors. It was just the darkest of dark, myi&ogfthat
I’m with, | always saw him as dark, and | always loved the color, but, then when | saw
darker, | was, just, in love. It was just...... | could not believe it. | said That@Qrenade
that, and it was so beautiful, and you don’t see that here, but it's in abundance over there.
It is so beautiful — the dark lips, the dark color, the smoothness of the skin, we're blessed.

Any other thing that you noticed?
They're very polite. They're very, when you give a gift, their gratitude; tbe
gracious. It's a beautiful thing to see. Being here, it's a difféteng) to see, | guess
because we have so much, and they have so much too, because they have their homes and
their families. They can go in and be accepted, and they can walk around and not have to
worry about looking over their shoulder in the market wondering if the owner thinks
you're going to take something. That constant thing on my mind, but they ddrave
to look over their shoulder, # home. You can tell that it's home. You feel comfortable,
you feel at peace, you feel that you belong, and they make you feel like gpog.bel
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Were there any things that you know from here, maybe things that your nrpthe
grandmother did or said or had that, in and of itself, didn’t, necessarily mean amghi
but when you went across the water you saw similar things. Maybe a sayingagbe
something somebody said or did, some value or some action that was.....that you are
familiar with from here, but that when you got over there you could kind of make th
tie or the leap. Was there anything like that?

| can say the extended family aspect. | can meet African Americanstane and
can start up a conversation, you feel connected, you feel that family connkik@n.
they're a part of your family, even though they're not a part of your faitigyjust a
connection, just a gesture, warmth that they give that you feel like you atkegiar
family, and that’s how the people of Africa made me feel a part of theilyfam

How were they different - Food, customs, values, principles.

| say they’re different this way. | guess.....I don’t know a lot about African, the
history of Africa itself, in different areas, but, | know African Americaarsd we had to
fight for every single thing that we have, we fought for. It didn’t just.....Bntahanded
to us. | think that's saying....forgive, but don’t forget. With them, it seems like they
forgive, and, they, just, like.....awww, just let it be, don't fight about it, just let it be
because...... | don’t know, | felt that with them. You see the French people that come
there, and are still there - when we were on the boat, very pushy, wanted to be in front,
rude, and, they (the Africans) were so laid back, and I'm saying, in America ma'r
laid back about that type of stuff. We had to fight for everything, even, now, we have to
continuously fight for everything. And, they're just like, ohhh, let it be, it'll be olaay
we’re not like that here, we are not like that at all. So, | saw that diffeetween
African Americans and African people.

Anything else, that you noticed that was different?

| think even the smallest gifts that you give toward their education is apige:.Ci
| think here we take it for granted, they really want their education, they vedlig their
education. Even a pencil to a kid is really an exciting thing. | work in the scygiehs,
if you give a kid a pencil, they're like where’s the goodies, where’s théycavhere’s
the treats, this is not..... | don’t want a pencil, | want the stickers, | want thg.cand

Okay, anything else that’s different?

That’s different. Our customs are different, | tdmow the percentage of
Muslims that are there. When we went to the Holy City of Tuba, you had to cover
yourself up, and here you can wear shorts or whatever, and there, as a woman, you had to
be covered.

In the village, how would you equate that to what you just said to women
having to be covered, and is it just Muslim women?

| saw the women in the village, they were covered. It seemed that they afid al
the cooking, what we would call the household chores. I'm not too familiar whattine m
went out and did. | know when we went there, there were more women there. It seemed
like the men were outside of the village working. It seemed like the men gyethéers
because they said that they didn’t like their women to go outside because themay
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everything that they saw. So, they had to provide that....the goodies that they wanted,
and, so they said that they’re the providers.

Describe how you were received, and | think we kind of touched on that, unless
there’s anything you want to add.

As | said — family, they received you as if you were a long lost relaiitveopen
arms. They were glad to see that you came home — welcome home.

How has the experience changed you?

| realize that | have to do more. | have to step up to the plate as an African
American, and stop watching others do it, or expect others to do it. | know thady | real
have to get busy, do the foundation to do a scholarship fund. And, also, | try not to throw
away things. | try not to take things for granted, and say, ohhh, | can get
another...... tomato, and, let the tomatoes sit out and rot. | try not to do those types of
things.

What about your perspective, and what about the community? How do you
think the experience has changed your perspective, and, as a result of changing your
perspective, change the community?

| know when | came home, my mother, my family asked “how was your trip” and
when | saw them, | told them the experience that they wanted to be educatedavde
a thirst for education, they're very, very intelligent. Some can speak three and four
languages, very intelligent people. My community...... besides for my family just
me, my boyfriend, and my family, | ddrreally go out into the community that much, or
speak up much like a speaker in the community. But, if | had the opportunity to tell them,
| would tell them that they do want to be educated. They do take their education
seriously, and if you want to go out and do a drive or to get school books for them, they
would be more than willing to have those things — to have books, to have pencils.

In trying to hear what you just said — am | correct in understanding thauy
meant that you experienced some things, you came back, you gave.....you shared your
experiences with your family, and, in that, you told them what some of the people
Africa did, do, have, speak languages, etc., and, that education is valuable, and what
they can do is to possibly collect things to help and share with that Africde sf the
family — the whole family?

Yes.

In that, that’s changing the community. The question to you is how has your
experience changed the community or does something for the community, amal fr
what | heard you say, you took your experience, you shared it, and you gave the
community, by sharing it in the community, and, now, the community is gl to do
something?

Yes.

And, so you have, in essence, attempted to make a change within your
community. Even though, you don’t go out and become a speaker.....
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| know that one of the young ladies that came with us and her mother, they said
they were going to do a school supply drive, | can connect them that way, but I'm not
doing a school supply drive. | could tell them, but telling and doing is two different things
when | don’t have that connection...... | don’t have a means to send it there for them to
get it, but | can connect them through the young lady and her mother.

What do you do differently now that you're back?

Now, that I'm back, as | said before, | try not to waste so much. The clothes that |
know are good, | try to make sure | pack them, and give them to, like, Big Brother/Bi
Sister. If | knew that someone was going to Africa, | would definitely wotiee clothes
to them for Africa. | make sure that | don't just throw things away. | day'tlsere’s no
need for this anymore because someone else can use it.

Has your relationship with others changed after you've returned?

| think so, | think I'm less tolerant of what..... | can’t change what someone
experienced, but | wouldn't just let someone degrade another person’s ethnicityr anothe
person’s customs. | think I'm less tolerant. | think it helped me....not thdnltdiccept
other people’s customs and beliefs, but it helps you to be more open, because even
though | consider myself, | can use the term a “displaced African”tjjbbasse different
customs and different beliefs, and so, you have to be able to tolerate everybomyrscus
and beliefs, and so it changed me in that way.

What are your new expectations?
New expectations are to give more. To make sure that I'm being the sst per
can be to help others.

Having been to Africa, what does America mean to you?

I’'m here, | can be somewhere else, but America is just so...... | can educate
myself, | can be able to retire comfortably, but, also help....I guess lseah as a
stepping stone to be able to help other people. To use it as a stepping stone to help other
people. It's different, America...... everybody is so separated, and so worried ladout t
hustle and bustle. | don’t think we take enough time to enjoy each other’s company.
Africa, you can see that they enjoy each other, enjoy each other's compainyaifiig
is alive to them, especially in the village — you have the father, their seirgyridind
children. You don't have that here, you don’t have everybody in the same space, or in the
same area, or in the same state, everybody’s just all over the place, so itsthkedthe
time out to tell your family you love them, you can tell your family overmhene that
you love them, but in person, to show it, and to do things for your family.

So, in that did you....what you just said, did you realize that prior to going to
Africa, or did that revelation come ?

Once | came back from Africa, | realized that the extended family uthiers.
Here we’'re just all over the place, we're so scattered. The grandpanenésders
are.....if they haven't passed on, sometimes they’re not with us because they’re in a
different state. That's what | realized, they're really fanoifiented.
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Demographics — Occupation, educational level, we can go down the list, if
there’s something that you don’t want to answer, you don’t have to answer it?
Okay.

Occupation?
I’'m an Occupational Therapist.

Educational level?
| have my master’s degree.

Marital Status?
Single

Your age?
35

Where were you born — state
New York

Did you grow up, were you raised in New York, did you spend your childhood
and adult life has been in New York?
Yes.

Knowing what the focus of this is, what should | have asked you that | didn’t or
what else do you want to say?

| think you’ve touched on a lot of questions on how | felt about Africa. I'm just
blessed that I've had the opportunity. One thing is, | feel that sometinceshe being
that it's about aviation and flight and all that — the cost is very high. | noticegdime
Africans, from Africa, come here, and it’'s hard for them to get back homedeeits so
expensive. It seems they become.....being that it's hard for them to get backieme, t
become disconnected from their family. They can’t go back every year amtitspe
with their family, so they have to adapt to the customs and the culture here. They have t
find other people to have that connection, becatssatexpensive. | know that, for
instance, one young lady, she’s Philipino, not that she’s from Africa, but it's exeén ha
for her and she’s a physical therapist. I'm fortunate that | have thesmego to Africa,
if I had to go to Africa every year, | would be able to do it by myselihad a family,
that’s a different story, but individuals that come from Africa, and they’negiy make
a better way, a better life for themselves, they're not afforded the opportimgidyback
and forth so easily, especially if they don’t have the same educationah$evttlers, it's
hard for them.

If you could fix it, what would....how do you think it could be fixed or changed
or.....7

Maybe, if someone could start, maybe it would be, maybe, some kind of funding,
if they could qualify, for them to have some type of funding. I think there would be
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people willing to give, just like they give to other organizations, other things/dpthe
ones that...... individuals that need the help, can receive it that way.

Anything else | should have asked?
| think you had a lot of great questions.

If you think of something that you would like to see added, get in touch with
me, and I'll see that it gets put in. Once | get all of this transcribed, I'll @ilrit to you,
so that you can look it over, and make sure it's captured correctly, and, if not, you need
to fix it so that it can be accurate. So, Tiye, thank you.

Oh, you're welcome, it was my pleasure.
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The Effect of Air Transportation on Culturalization: A Study of
African American Tourist Travel Impact

PARTICIPANT INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPTION

Residence, Long Island, NY

TONI

Today is Monday, December 24, 2007, I'm Alethia Futtrell, doctoral candidate at
Oklahoma State University. I'm involved in a research study about thesetifiect
aviation industry and international leisure travel between the United States ahd We
Africa has directly and indirectly fostered changes in the Africanriae identity. | am
here with Toni.

What were your experiences? What kind of - what things did you encounter via
the airport, the cost, on the flight, and your time? What were your experiences,didw
it go for you?

It went well. As far as the airport, | felt — we encountered some trotigle; t
snowstorm where they had us sitting on the tarmac for hours, no water; almokewgs if t
just didn’t care. The flight, once in the air, the flight was good. The cost islpypba
pretty close to, well, it was quite reasonable. The time — | thought thevtisigood. |
had no idea, prior to going, | always thought traveling to Africa would mean 18, 19, 20
hours perhaps. So, leaving JFK and arriving in Dakar in 7 hours, and, approximately, 45
minutes was really a surprise. That was my....my worst experience wssotlvetorm
leaving out of Kennedy. They were not prepared, they were not prepared. ittt |
find strange with an airport that has been in business for so many yearst, autitiye
snow just threw them...I don’t know...threw them off.

Okay. So, going....leaving America how was that, how was the flight -
outbound?

The flight was good. | was...you know, the flight was very good because | was
there with people | knew, so we talked on the flight about some of the things we would
expect to see, and hear, and do, so the flight was good, it was good. It kind of filled in
some of the empty spaces because listening to some of the other people voice their
opinion of what they expected, things | hadn’t thought about, so it was a good flight. |
always enjoy going.
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How about transportation in Africa?

Different, different for sure. Transportation in Africa isn’t as comfugas being
here in America. You know, some of the top of the line vehicles you can ride in, | think
every car there is used, you know, as far as transportation. | think the Saabar ¢ht0,

15, 20 years old, but, you know, it took us where we needed to go, so it wasn’'t bad. We
didn’t have any break down on us, so it was okay.

How about on your return trip back to America? What were your travel
experiences there?

The flight was okay. Returning, | was sad. | had been for there about 14 days,
meeting my family, my brothers and sisters, my African brothers andssiatet, then,
leaving them, that was hard. So, many times | just wanted to break out in tears, but |
knew that | had to come home because my family is here. | was always sady&re
leave there, I'm always sad. It takes me a couple of days to regroup.

How do you think aviation has contributed to your needs in America — by the
availability of products or what's your thoughts?

It has contributed a great deal. Because a lot of our things that we have here in
America are imported. They’re here from China who is a big contributarkiyow, and,
the fact that now they’re outsourcing, and so it has contributed a great deal.

Any specific things that you go looking for that comes from Africa?
Yes, Shea butter, black soap, the material, the clothing. The material for making
the clothing, and, then, the clothing once made there. Yes.

Okay, has aviation offered any other conveniences to your life?
Other than transportation, um, no.

Timely, is it timely?

Oh, yes, yes. Okay, yes, yes. Right, it allows me to get from point A to point B in,
probably, a fraction, a quarter of the time it would if | had to drive, take the bing or t
train, so, yes, it has.

When was your last visit to West Africa?
June 2007

How many times have you beéeh
Seven, seven times.

Why so often?

There’s so much to see, it's such a big continent, because of the size. There’s so
much to see, and so much | want to see there. I'm just always so overjoyetimvhen
there, just knowing I’'m going, I'm just....once | know my trip is planned and my ticket is
paid for, I'm just counting down the days until | leave. It's just when I'm tHarejust
at peace. Seeing my ancestors, you know, seeing it firsthand compared touvresdy
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in the book, and, what, my expectations, um, it's nothing like | had ever imagined. | just
love going. Every time...the more | go, the more | love it.

How will you prepare for your next flight?
Pretty much the same.

Well, how would you tell somebody who has never gone, how to prepare?

The first thing | would tell them is they can’t expect to go there, and regdgss
see four bathrooms. It's a different way of living, it really is, but it'syea adjust to. |
would tell them they'd have to be open-minded.

If there were no direct trans-Atlantic flights, how would you considertgey
there?
| would, probably, look into a cruise ship, a cruise ship.

So, why do you fly now versus a cruise ship?
It's faster. Flight wise, faster.

Second section is Stereotypes and cultural perceptions: How have yceeb
affected ?What were your expectations, and how were they met, if they wereetfd
What did | expect?

If you can take that back to your first visit, what did you expect to find in
Africa?

You know what, | had....there’s so much | could tell you about that. | guess,
initially, landing. | remember landing and we were in the airport therayave trying to
retrieve our luggage and | remember standing there saying to mybelf the heck am |
doing here?” Because | was not used to seeing....I mean, here, it is such aparge a
there, the airport is so small. The manner in which you retrieve your luggage juistvas
so different from being here in the States going to LaGuardia or Kennedyabinitial,
that was a shock to me. Being in the airport, | just didn’t know what to expect on tmy firs
visit, so...you know, | was standing there saying to myself “what am | doing’h&ier@
my expectations met, most of them were.

What were they, what got met?

| got to see my people. | never thought | would ever take a trip like that, Where
would see where my ancestors came from; where my people originated justmever
expected to take a trip like that.

And, how did you know that your ancestors originated from there?

How? From my Mom, who...as growing up she always educated us to where
slavery started, where we originated from Africa, we were dropped offdiffalent
places, so growing up | was introduced to this. | always knew there wasiean, Af
always knew my ancestors were from there.
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And, with that knowledge, and some ideas of what it looked like, or how it
appeared, or what you would see, so when you finally did leave the airport and go out
into the town, countryside, wherever, was it what you expected to seeryingtto get
at what your picture before you left America was.

Oh, my picture before, okay.

And, when you got there, was you picture the same picture, a different
picture...

No, it was not. Before leaving, all | imagine was seeing people. | didpéotxo
see houses, pretty much like ours, other than the fact that they were cinderblock, but |
expected to see a lot of, | would say jungle-type areas, wooded areas. exlp#Tt to
see as many cars on the road. | was under the impression that, you know, ysu alway
heard that Africa was rich in natural resources that the people were just torn loenen, t
was nothing there, they had no means of, you know.....survival was at a minimum. So, |
didn’t expect....what | saw was a surprise. | didn’'t expect to see as marthega, you
know, | though people were just out and in the woods, here in America, now, they always
show you the worse. Now, I'm starting to understand they are going to show you the
worse because it's usually people that are half-clothed, running through woods, or
carrying buckets and pails on their heads, and kids starving. You always sawethese F
The Children programs, they always show you the kids starving, their stomachs
protruding, so that was.....I was, you know surprised by what | did see once dl amrive
Dakar.

So, in that regard your expectations were or were not met?
| would say, | would say most of them were met.

But, if you expected to see no housing, poor housing, lots of jungle, no cars, or
fewer cars, then, that expectation...
...was not met, definitely, not. No.

What surprised you, what disappointed you?

Seeing that people weren’t doing as bad as we were sometimes told, or ssmetime
what | would see on T.V. | know there are a lot of bad areas, | know the pemple ar
hungry, and in need of things, but, we have that right here in America, but it wasn't as
bad as | thought.

Did anything disappoint you?

Did anything disappoint me. Yes, there was some disappointment there. What |
was disappointed with is that we have so many professionals here in the United State
with money, and, yet, | see so many Caucasians in Africa investing in the prapert
the land. And, | see them over there smiling and laughing, and | know they’re not there,
they don’t mean them people any good, they're there to get what they camget. |
disappointed at some of the black brothers and sisters, | guess, | would say.

Here?
Here in America not investing in Africa, in the Motherland.
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Why would you consider another visit, given the opportunity?

Because every time | go | learn something new, | see something seev, |
something different. The people there are just so homey. | just like bereglthest feel
so relaxed when I'm there, probably because | don’'t have to make up my bed. | don’t
have to do anything.

What's one something that was new or that was different?

The market, the shopping area, the way they shop. They way they go to the
market and bring chickens back from the market tied up on the top of the bus; carrying a
chicken and, you know, they're still alive.-

Are you looking at the African continent as home?
Home as....when you say home, to live there one day permanently, or...it's my
home.

You tell me.
I's my home. Would | like to live there? | would like to retire and spend four,
five, maybe six months out of a year there, yes.

Do you know where your ancestral roots are?
No, | don't.

Okay. Having been there seven times, what does Africa mean to you?

It means so much to me. I've been able to...I think it has made me a stronger
person as....when | say that....it has made me change the way | look at peopdallym
stuck here. Hope, joy, why am | so stuck.

You’'re not stuck, just say what you think, what you feel. You said somethin
earlier that talked about home, or family....Motherland...you felt relaxed.....

Right, | felt relaxed. You know what, when I'm there, | become very relaxed, |
don’t fear anyone robbing me. I'm not afraid. | walk out to the street, evenhat higt
up sometimes and walk out. | don’t know, | feel safer there.

Is comfortable, would that be the word?
Comfortable, yes. | would say, comfortable, yes.

How did you communicate?
| had a book...I have a book with Wolof in it, so plus using some of them speak
both English and Wolof through an interpreter, pointing.

Body language....
Exactly body language, that's right.

Did you barter?
Yes.
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What was that experience like?

| didn’t do a lot of it, | felt like | was robbing them, you know. | did a littleyés
different. It's definitely not like we do here in the States. You know, after ke whey
give you what you want for what you want to give them because they're in rieetl. |
bad because here in the States if | go into one of these stores, they tell$5@, iit's
$50, yet why would | go there....to be honest with you | think their stuff is wortle mor
there, than the stuff here because it's handmade. Most of the stuff is handmade, ours i
machine, mass production.

What or who did you recognize — either their features, actions, principles, or

values, what was familiar?

Their features were familiar, their actions, their values. You know...our values
and theirs — there’s a big difference, there’s a big difference. Whaalue, they don’t
value. That's probably another reason that | like going there, because, you know the
things that we worry about, they don’t worry about. We worry about a new cgr ever
couple of years, they.....

Was there anything that you know from here, that when you went thergave
more meaning to that which you know here? In other words, if your Mother has a
phrase or something that she always used, and, then, when you went thesaritm
something. Did you have any kind of situation like that?

...It meant something, not that | can recall.

You said you recognized some features, could you elaborate on that — you see
somebody that looked like somebody here, or something there that you felt was.....

Yes. Yes. With them, | noticed that some of them have, at least in Senegal, some
of the people | saw have wide noses. | see that in some of my, in some of the people here
the complexion, the hair type, the texture of the hair, and their body, their build.

How were their differences, or were there any, in foods and customs,

principles, values, actions?

Food? There was a lot of difference in food. Most of their meat is fresh gdhey
and they bring the fish, they go down to the market, they eat a lot of vegetalole’s.
see all the cakes and the ice cream and cookies that we have here, | don’tteeesthat
can't....l don’t even see them eat much of it, so their food — a lot different.

Why do you think that is?

Because | think it's very expensive. | think, | don’t think they have the
opportunity to purchase it as much as we do. That's like something they probably have
during Christmas time, not even Christmas, during Ramadan, because most of them are
Muslim. It's like something for a special day. Because even going tiagreg gum and
candy and stuff, you know, they enjoy receiving it, and they're excited whenve/é tp
them. So, | know it's not something they can purchase on a daily or weekly basis.

So, Toni, describe how you were received?
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Wow. | felt like a Queen. They make you feel so special. Well received, oh, boy,
every time, over and over again.

What does that look like? Describe that, what happens? If you had to write it
down in a book, what would you.....how would you describe the way you were
received?

Appreciated, happy to see me, almost as if they’d been waiting, sitting in that
same spot waiting for me to return. Just the smile on their face when taemneto see
some of the same people | saw last time. They're helpful, always wibligg.t..always
willing to do for me. I'm going to be honest, | feel like I'm a Queen whenthiare.

How has this experience changed you, your perspective, and your

community?

| don’t take anything for granted. I'm thankful, you know, I'm more appteea
of what | have, and so...it makes me....my experience going to Africa...it has neade m
want to know more about my ancestors; where they originated from, some of the things
they had to endure, which hurts but | need to know it because it just strengthens me to
know that they had such....that they fought so hard. It makes me think....it makes me
think about my ancestors, | think about them a lot. | hurt because | know they went
through a lot, they were mistreated, and killed, and beaten, and, oh, boy. My community?
| feel myself getting involved in more organizations | have, and I'm alwaggessing to
them that they all need to take the trip to the Motherland.

Why do they have to “take that trip?” Why can’t you just tell them about it?

No, | don’t care what anyone tells you until you go there...l could remember
before leaving to go on that first trip, and being at the African poetry theatrdegnd t
were telling us what to expect, and how they had enjoyed the trip, like Alice, and those
who had gone before me, and | was excited, but until you go there, you just don’t get it.
You have to experience it. It's an experience of a lifetime. Becausgtewer| go, I'm
telling you | am happier than the time before.

What do you now do differently after returning?

A lot of things. The way | receive my people, African Americans or Afisca
people from the Motherland. I'm different in how I deal with them. It's alsdamae
suspect of Caucasians. I'm very careful, after going there, I'mcagful about how |
deal with them now back in the States.

And, how do you do that, how are you more careful? What do you do or don’t
do?

| limit my conversation with them. | don’t know...there’s some pain and | have a
problem with dealing with them as a whole, Caucasians as a whole, | have a problem
After what my people have gone through, after going there visiting Gda@el Bnd
seeing how they was stuffed in rooms and mistreated like they were anid@i4. |
think...I think that even today it has continued to move from generation to generation,
they still see us as being animals. After going there, and knowing how ¢lagsdius, |
don’t feel like they look at us any different now than they did then.
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You said in receiving African Americans and Africans you deal with them
differently, can you describe a contact?

Yes, there was a time where | didn’t have time....you know, | didn’t look forward
to talking to them or going into Harlem and going to"1 S6reet. | always avoided them
like they were different, you know. Now, I'm always looking to talk to them,dlways
happy to let them know I've been to Africa, I've been to their home. So, I'm always
looking forward to talking to them.

Has your relationship with others changed after you came back?
Yes.

In what way?

My relationship with black people as a whole, because | think there’s so much
more we can do - that we need to do to connect with our brothers and sisters back in the
Motherland.

And, how do you see that....what's a way of that change?

Talking to them, constantly trying to be in their company or finding new places to
see when I'm in Africa. Things that we have here that they don’'t have thannake to
them. Just...whatever | can do, | don’t know I'm always looking for something to do or
someway of doing something different.

But, with the people that you know here, your community, the folks that you
interact with here in America, has your relationship with them changdtéayou’ve
gone to Africa....

Oh, no, no.

...and, | think you said, at some point that you’re talking with them, you're
trying to tell them to go, they need to go and experience it for themselves...
They need to go, right.

...and | just wonder if that....have you seen any changes, has anything
happened differently between those people here based on what you and that person had
before now what you and that person have after you've come back.

The only one’s that | have....because...when | talk to some my brothers and
sisters here who have never gone to the Motherland, and you say “oh, it's a trguthat y
should take” some of them say, “oh, I'm not from there, why would | want to go there”
because, just like, before...me before going the first time, | didn’t see a nezthire,
but once...after going there, | see a need to go back. | see a need to go bazldeske
to connect with my brothers and sisters across the water, over there in thantowme
need it, we need it. We are so divided, we a split up and messed up.

And, that's what you’re trying to communicate to other folks.
That'’s right. That there’s so much to know, that there’s so much they don’t know.
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So, what are your new expectations?

My new expectations...| would love to own a home there. | would love to start a
business there. | would love to bring a couple of them here to the United States and show
them that it's not what they think, you know they think we can go outside and pull money
off a tree. They don’t know we really work hard...we have to really work hard to make
that trip, well, some of us do, | know | do. So, I think that’s it.

Having been to Africa, what does America mean to you?

Nothing. I'm sorry...l don't feel...wow, what does America mean to me? I’'m not
impressed. | feel like I'm not wanted here, that if they could send me t@Alray
would — the Caucasians. America, | don’t have...| have less love now than | did before
because | know they have caused some of the pain that those people are feeling over
there, America has caused some of that.

Okay, we’re in the last part, the demographics. Please tell me about yourkel
— occupation, educational level, marital status, age, the city and state where you
were born and grew up, and where you’'ve spent your adult life. Anything thayou
don’t want to answer, you don’t have to.

My occupation: Resource Interviewer in the admitting department of a hospital,
educational level: Bachelors degree; marital status: divorced; Age: A&; Bceanside,
NY; Grew up: West Hempstead, NY; as an adult: still residing in West HeathstlY.

I'm back, I'm back.

That'’s all the structured questions that | had. What do you wish | had asked
that | didn’t? In other words, is there something more that you think neeulbé
included here.

No, | think you covered it all.

If you do think of something that you'd like to see included here, let me know.
Just email or call me, and we’ll get it added.
Okay.

Epilogue

| remember having to go to the bathroom in a restaurant and when | got there,
there was only a hole in the floor with water in it. And, then | realized | wowe toa
stoop. I'll never forget that. | will never, ever forget that. | wks.L.I'm telling you,
when | was in that restaurant | was like, “Oh, my God.” Do you know that | did not use
that bathroom! | just couldn’t imagine. But, when we went back the next year, they had
toilets.

In talking about family...you know, sometimes we talk about things that
happened. In my family we had fun. It was a lot of fun. | thank God, and | wouldn’t
change nothing, | wouldn’t change nothing, other than I'd love to see my two brothers
and my father again. But, my Mother said we all have to go that way someddg. Th
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what she tells us. She just keeps moving on. My mother is special and family is
paramount.
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The Effect of Air Transportation on Culturalization: A Study of
African American Tourist Travel Impact

PARTICIPANT INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPTION

Holiday Inn, Jamaica, NY

YAW

Today is Saturday, December 22, 2007, I'm Alethia Futtrell, doctoral candidate at
Oklahoma State University. I'm involved in a research study about thesetifiect
aviation industry and international leisure travel between the United States ahd We
Afrika has directly and indirectly fostered changes in the Afrikan Ameicbantity.

The first area we’re going to talk about is travel and transportation and what
were your experiences in traveling to West Afrika, the airport, flight, castet just tell
me something about your experiences.

Well, my experience was very good. The flight was long, but you get a cttance
watch a couple of movies and before you know it, you're there. It was very, very
interesting. I've never been on a flight that was that long, but I got usedt twas great
having Afrikan pilots and attendants on the planes

In the airport, did you have any difficulties? What were your experienaethie
airport itself?
None. There were no difficulties.

Okay in terms of cost and time, anything you want to share there. There travel
experiences?
No, nothing.

En route, going to Afrika departing America, any significant events, funny
stories, or experiences you'd like to share?

Yes, | had a walking stick the first time we went, they wouldn't let meitake
because it looked like a weapon, they said.

Transportation and travel while in Afrika, any experiences there?

Yes, when we went to Gorée Island, and the man was giving the speech, | was
trying to video. He was saying, when we came to this spot and we went to the door of no
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return, we would never see Afrika again. Then, he said, “but, | see | was wrongplisee y
are back again,” and | started crying. Tears ran down my face like crazy.

Traveling back from Afrika, coming back home to America what was your
transportation experiences like?

One time when we went to Benin, on our way the airlines went on a strike and we
had to spend another night in Afrika; but it was in a 5 star hotel so it wasn’t too bad.

Back here in the states, how has aviation contributed to your needs in tefms
the availability of products that are coming from Afrika?

Well, they are hard to come by. They are very expensive over here, ongethey
here they are very expensive, not practical.

Have you ever given any thought as to how or why that occurred?
Supply and demand, | guess.

Still in Aviation and Transportation. How has it made your life easierjtihas -
has aviation offered any conveniences to your life?
No

When was your last visit to West Afrika?
West Afrika, about 3 years ago.

How many times have you been, do you know?
Well, I've been to Afrika about 8 times, going every February.

Why did you go?

Well, I've always wanted to go home, because Afrika is my home. You have to
understand, | am an Afrikan, I live here in America, so | decided, my wife anddedeci
to take the trip.

How will you prepare for your next flight to West Afrika?
I'll pack a little lighter. There were too many clothes we took this time.

Why is that?
Because there was a lot of stuff that we took over there that | didn't wear. We
didn’t need them, we’ll just pack light and casual.

If there were no direct transatlantic air flights to Afrika, how would you
consider getting there?
Through Europe to Afrika.

Okay, into the second area which is called stereotypes, cultural perceptions and
how you have been affected. First one is what were your expectations, and how were
they met?

Well, I don’t know how to answer that.
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Well, maybe if | can try to help. The first time you went ......
Yes

...the very first time you went, what were you thinking about, what did you
know about, what did you think you would see when you got there? What were you
expecting?

Well, the first thing — they say “Afrika, the jungle” so, | was surprisbémi saw
a lot of buildings and things like that. There were people, the people were veandice
welcomed us.

So, you were expecting jungle, where did that come from?
From the movies that | had seen, Tarzan one night. It was like that, but, then |
expected, well it changed my whole perspective on it, you know.

Because?
There were no animals, no jungles.

Okay, what surprised you?

A lot of vendors. Everybody had something to sell, from the biggest kid to the
littlest kid had something to sell.....nothing but a toothbrush to sell you, to give you, you
know, sell you.

Was there anything that you found disappointing?
The poverty.

The next question is why would you consider another visit, given the
opportunity?
Because it's my home, Afrika is my home — the Motherland.

Can you give me — explain to me a little bit about what you mean “going home
to the Motherland.” So, you're looking at the Afrikan continent as home?
Yes.

What does that mean?
It means that my ancestors come from Afrika.

How do you know that your ancestors...?

Well, my Grandmother, my Father’s side, she looked Afrikan from pictures | saw
and from knowing her in person, she looked Afrikan — Father’s side. Mother’s side, she
looked Afrikan too, but | had my DNA checked, it told me something different. It said
that | was from Spain, Hungry and Belgium — that was on my Father’s sidastenss
have to check my Mother’s side, but I've got to get them to do that now, but they seem to
be holding us up, you know.
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When you received that information of your ancestral roots, how did
that....what did you think about that?

| didn’t want to believe it. Because I've been talking Afrika, | believe dbglto
Afrika and, then, when | got my DNA and it said something else, and | said “nalfi't di
want to believe it, | told my wife “no, that's wrong, that’'s wrong” you know. Skeé sa
that was my Father’s side. Now, my Grandfather, we thought he was Indian, bsit if he
not, he just looked Indian.

What does all of that mean to you?
It means that my sisters have to check their DNA, you know, but | still feel like
I’'m an Afrikan - from the blood.

That answers the next question — where are your ancestral roots?

My ancestors from my Father’s side are from Spain, Hungary, and Beligiym
mother’s side, | know it's going to be different — hoping and praying it's going to be
different.

When do you think...... your expectations for your Mother’s side, you've kind
of formed some, expectations for the ancestral side on your Mother’s sidedtfesn’t
meet yourexpectations, what will happen?

I'm still Afrikan.

Okay. Having been to Afrika what does Afrika mean to you?

Well, it's a place that | go to visit, where people who accept me for what | am
First country that I've really known that was run by blacks, all black — blaesdant,
black Mayor, more into my roots, you know, what I'm into.

What was that first country?
Senegal.

How did you communicate?

The Afrikans in Senegal, they communicated with me because they spoke
English. | would listen to their words, some of their words, they would say to me and |
picked up a little bit, not very much, but, you know, | knew what they were saying by
their gestures, by their hand gestures and stuff like that.

So, it was not difficult to communicate, to do the things you needed to do?
No.

What or who did you recognize there in Afrika in terms of features, actions,
principles, values, customs?

Well, I know where you get “to sweeping the dirt.” My Grandmother would
sweep the dirt, a lot of that is a thing where Granny would sweep the dirt in frbet of t
house, | remember that.
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So, that's an action that you've seen here in your lifetime — parents,
Grandparents — then going to Afrika you see people there sweeping the dirt. That was
the same?

Yes. My Grandmother used to say “Landagoshen,” she’d say, oh, landagoshen
when she would be talking to us, she’d be mad, she’'d say landagoshen. | never knew
what she meant, but she was saying Atlantic Ocean, that was, of course, tiiautitie A
Ocean.

Say it again.
Landagoshen.

Lantic? If you had to spell it, how would you spell it the way she said it?
Like Atlantic Ocean. Oh, | don’t know how she’d spelled it.

Okay. Any other things that you can think of features or principles that.....

Oh, you'd see a lot of people out there that look like your people. You'd be
walking down the street and you’d say “oh, that looks like George, you know, or that
looks like Annie.” Things like that, you know.

Is that surprising?
Very surprising.

What do you think that means?
That's the attachment, the attachment between us in America and them in Afrika
They look like my cousin, my uncles, my aunts.

What about the food, the different customs or values or actions, how did they
differ from what you were used to?

Well, I got sick when | went to Senegal the first time, but, then | stuck sgith fi
and | did alright. But, you can’t drink the water, it's hot water. You have to drinlketott
water.

Why do you think that is? Why do we have to do that?

Because it’s not purified. Not for us, people who drink enough purified water and
you go over there and you drink water that’s just plain water, it doesn’'t makeittkigem s
but watch it makes us sick. | think it's because of the purification that we put in our
water.

So, if | heard that right, we purify water here, but they don’t purify water teg
and if you drink it, you don't fair well.

That’s right. They can drink it, you know, the Afrikans can drink it. | don’t
understand that. It could be the purification that’s put in the water that's hayimlgs
when we drink water that is regular water, we get sick.

How were you received?
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Very well. At the airport, when we first went to Senegal, at the airpotheAt
airport getting our bags, you hear the drums outside, oh, it was great, it was
overwhelming, you know. When you walk out, you walk out the airport they say
“welcome back home, welcome back home, you come back home, welcome back home.”
That was really, really nice.

Great. How did it make you feel?
Very good, very good.

How has the experience changed you, your perspectives, your community?
Well, we never did put up Christmas lights, still don’t put up Christmas lights. We
celebrate Kwanzaa instead. Always talking about Afrika “when you goicigtbaAfrika,
you ain’t lost nothing in Afrika.” | quote Malcolm X “yes, you did, we lost our mind in
Afrika.”

So, in going to Afrika, did you find “your mind?”
Oh, yes.

What does that mean? Share with me how you found your mind.

There was no, um, | didn’t see any prejudice, from the people that we met. People
just treated us so good, you know. And, I'm always wearing something that came from
the Motherland.

Say that again.
I’'m always wearing something that came from the Motherland, like my letacel

That came from the Motherland, okay?
Yeah. | noticed that over there they wear European clothes, but over here we wear
Afrikan clothes, there’s an attachment there somewhere. Here we wikanAfiothes,
over there Afrikans wear American clothes, European clothes. It seestrausge, | am
walking around with my kufi [Afrikan hat] and they are wearing their top yatsknow.
But, that was okay, you know.

Why do you think that is?

It was taken over there, the style was taken over there and it was told this is wha
you have to wear. The people over there said, oh, this is what was happening, and it's not
what’s happening.

The mind that was lost, now that you have that what are you doing differently
when you come back?

Talk to my brothers and sisters about it. | have an Afrikan ministry — idadiien
Afrikan Ministry where we greet each other with “Eem Hotep and Shem Hotkep.” T
ministry is like | am in an Afrikan Village.

Tell me a little bit more about that?
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We meet on Sundays from 1 — 4, and we talk Afrikan. We talk, do our ritual, and
talk about the ancestors. We have guest speakers down there like Profedlsoar&ma
Leonard Jeffries. A lot of good people come down there. They give us a storyégo. Th
give us our story, not his story.

What do you mean by “our story / his story?”
Well, his story is HIS story. Our story is the black story, the Afrikan stdisy
story is the Caucasian story.

This group that — the Afrikan ministry that meets Sundays come to shai an
hear our stories.
Yes.

And, how is that received and what kind of differences or impact do you see that
making on the attendees?

It's a positive impact for the people that are there want to be there; if yau don’
want to be there, don’'t come. The people that come there, they want to be there, they
want the stories. A lot of them don’t know our story, all they know is his story, so we
give our story. All of Afrika — we start with Kemet to Senegal to all of them.

How long has that been going on?
7, 8 years now.

After returning from Afrika, has your relationship with others changed?

Yes. Well, the people know that I'm an Afrikan, you know, there’s no doubt
about it. You're going to Afrika and stuff, tell them the black stuff. So, |elit the
good stuff, you know.

What's the impact that you see in terms of how it's changed somebody else?

Well, when they come down to the ministry, when | invite somebody down and
they show up, they first walk into the door, they look around and look around. Then when
we get into it, they get into it too.

And, what about you coming back, how has it changed you?

Well, I'm learning more about Afrika. A lot of things | didn’t know, | didn’t know
a lot of things, and, now I'm aware of them. When | greet a person | usuallrsay
Uja Sneb,” like that, you know. Not greet them in the old European way, like Hello; hell
is low.

I’'m trying to capture what you did in words, how would you describe that? You
twist your arm. I’'m trying to put it in words, because that's how I’'m going toate it
back out, and | can’t get it.

It's a greeting, a greeting. You cross your hands in front of your chest.

Okay.
and, then, you say, “Ankh Uja Sneb.”
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So, if | say cross your arms in front of your chest and, then, you open your
hand, extend your hand out.
Yes.

And, then, you rub your hands together and say “duwa.”
Okay.

Okay, so in doing that you then feel welcome.
Yes, you do. Because you’re wishing them a good life, health, prosperity.

Okay, versus hello?
Yes

Okay. What are your new expectations?
To travel, to hit some more Afrikan countries. Possibly to take my pictures,
concentrate on the children — taking pictures of the children.

That's what you're planning to do. What do you think you'll find when you go
back, expecting when you go back on your next visit?
Well, I'm not sure — friendships, hope to see some more people that look like me.

This is the last one in this collective is having been to Afrika, what does
America mean to you?
It doesn’t mean anything. I'm an Afrikan living in America.

Could you elaborate on that a little bit?

Well, the lies that we’ve been told, shooting of all the black, young youths, it's
getting outrageous. There’s a war going on here, there’s a war going oeébhaeks
and whites.” We don’t have no guns, cradle of power. | always think about what the
soldiers did to the Indians when they put them against that wall and gave them those
blankets with typhoid. That was a terrible thing to do. | always think about that, y
know, when they shout about how great America is. America is great, but the people in it
are not.

Would you like to elaborate on any of what we've talked about?
No

Last area is the demographics where I'm asking you to, please, tell me about
yourself — occupation, educational level, marriage (well, | know that), whgoea were
born, grew up.

Well, I was born in Brooklyn, New York. Lived near the Italians, worked for the
state, as a nutritionist. | had a very loving mother and father.

So, you grew up in New York, in Brooklyn?
Yes
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Educational level, if you want to share.
9" grade

| think I've got everything that | started out on my list, is there anytbielse
that you think that | should have asked that | didn’t ask? If you think of something
that you think should go in here, let me know.

Okay.

Yaw, thank you very much.
Thank you.
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Sincerely,

Sue C. Jacobs, Chgl
Institutional Review Board
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