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Which systems are geocentric and which are heliocentrice
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1. Ptolemaic system
All planets revolve around the
central Earth.
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4. Tychonic system

Planets revolve around the Sun.*
The Sun in turn revolves around
the Earth.
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2. Platonic system

Like the Ptolemaic, except the
positions of Venus and Mercury
are switched.
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3. Capellan or Egyptian system
Venus and Mercury revolve
around the Sun.
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5. Semi-Tychonic system

Like the Tychonic, except Jupiter
and Saturn revolve around the
Earth.
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ﬁix chiet world systems were debated in Galileo’s world:
“Geocentric” refers to systems centered on the Earth.
“Heliocentric”’ means that the Sun is at the center.
For each system above, circle whether it is geocentric or heliocentric (or
Are some systems hybrids between the two, so that neither term applies,

or both terms apply in some sense? What might the term “geo-
heliocentric” mean, and would it better characterize any of these systems?
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6. Copernican system

All planets revolve around the
Sun * The Moon is a satellite and
not a planet.
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*In the Tychonic and Semi-
Tychonic systems, the Earth and
Moon are not planets. In the
Copernican system, the Earth is a
planet.
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